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ON  ARSENIC  AS  A  POISON;  ITS  TESTS  AND 

ANTIDOTE. 

By  R  J.  Shear*  Ait,  M.D.,  Rothexham. 

Read  before  the  Sheffield  Medical  Society, 
March  7, 1844. 

Arsenic  is  a  substance  so  commonly  used  for  crimi- 
nal purposes,  and  so  little  under  the  control  of  any 
chemical  substance  as  an  antidote,  that;  it  is  very  desir- 
able to  establish  some  certain  mode  of  detecting  and 
shewing  It  so  clearly  that  medical  practitioners  may  be 
able  to  swear,  most  positively,  as  to  its  existence  or  not. 

The  lajte  trial  of  Hadame  Lafarge,  in  France,  although 
the  chemical  and  physiological  parte  of  it  were  con- 
ducted by  some  of  the  firs*  menof  the  age,  terminated 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  convince  most  English  chemists 
that  the  proof  of  arsenic  having  existed  in  the  body  of 
Lafarge,  was  not  established  in  so  distinct  a  manner  as 
would  hare  carried  conviction  in  this  country  ;  and,  as 
I  took  great  interest  in  it  whilst  it  lasted,  I  was  led  to 
attend  to  the  subject. 

la  order  to  show  the  existence  of  arsenic  in  a  court 
of  Justice  in  England,  wt  should  be  enabled  to  prove 
the  following  facta  so  satisfactorily,  that  a  jury  may 
not  only  see,  but  perfectly  understand  them. 

1st.  Hie  metal  should  be  produced  either  from  the 
contents  of  the  stomach,  intestines,  or  urine,  if  the 
patient  should  survive;  or,  if  dead,  from  those  and 
some  part  of  the  body* 

2nd.  We  should  be  able  to  prove  that  the  animal 
substances  experimented  upon  were  the  excretions, 
and  parts  of  the  patient's  body  only;  unmixed  with 
emy  other  matter. 

3rd.  We  must  also  prove  that  the  tests  we  use  to 
show  the  existence  of  arsenic  have  not  a  particle  of 
etc  in  themsehes;  and  this  requires  great  caution, 
use  a  skilful  advocate  might  make  a  guilty  pri- 
r  appear  innocent,  owing  to  this  omission. 

4th.  As  antimony,  bismuth,  tin,  sine,  lead,  tellurium, 
cadmium,  selenium,  and  potassium,  sublime  in  a  some- 
what similar  manner  to  arsenic,  and  may  be  mistaken 
few  it;  it  is  quite  necessary  for  an  inexperienced  eye.  to 
guard  against  such  a  mistake. 

It  is  therefore  my  intention,  in  as  simple  and  dear 
a  manner  as  I  possibly  can,  to  endeavour  to  show  that 
arsenic  can  be  tested  from  the  most  minute  particle, 
so  dearly  that  an  unscientific  person  cannot  mistake 
it;  and,  also,  that  this  can  be  done  easily,  without 
any  chemical   substance  known   to   contain 


The  most  common  and  efficacious  manner  of  proceed* 
ing,  when  the  contents  of  the  stomach,  or  a  decoction 
of  the  stomach,  liver,  Ac.,  in  distilled  water,  is  to  W 
operated  upon,  is  that  recommended  by  Dr.  Christison. 
The  first  point  is  to  get  rid  of  the  animal  matter.  After 
boiling  for  half  an  hour  in  distilled  water,  the  solution 
Ho.  I.  AmU&MM. 


should  be  filtered.  Thai  is  a  tedious  proeesi.  When 
you  have  obtained  a  dear  solution,  animal  matter  rosjf 
often  be  deposited  by  adding  strong  acetic  arid,  whir*; 
coagulates  the  casein.  Neutralise  ihlu  ™-i<l  with  potass 
or  ammonia,  and  then  try  the  sulphuretted  hydrogen 
test  If  this  does  not  act,  all  you  have  to  da  is,  slowly 
to  evaporate  the  solution  todrynens  En  n  porcelain  dishV 
redissolve  it  in  distilled  water,  and  when  cold,  fllttf. 
This  process,  several  times  repeated,  eventually  gets 
rid  of  the  whole  of  the  animal  matter. 

I  had  an  opportunity  of  proving  this  a  few  years 
since,  in  the  case  of  a  cow  belonging  to  a  nobleman  in 
the  neighbourhood,  which  had  been  evidently  ,nca> 
soned.  Mr.  Peach,  our  eminent  veterinary  sujojeoev 
was  called  in,  who  not  being  willing  to  give  an  opinion 
as  to  what  was  the  poison,  his  lordship  begged  of  ana 
tofcry  to  ascertain  it.  At  that  time  the  stomach  and  its- 
contents  had  been  buried  a  day  or  two,  and  I  had  ftpsjtak 
out  any  part  that  appeared  inflamed  to  operate  upon, 
The  animal  matter  in  this  case  was  very  Iarge>  Wt  by 
attending  to  the  above  rules,  I  obtained  a  sufficient, 
muntity  of  arsenic  to  have  convinced,  as  I  then  though 
the  most  sceptical  of  its  presence.  I  showed  the  <crust 
I  procured  to  Mr,  West,  of  Leeds,  who  said  them  wan 
no  substance  but  arsenic  capable  of  showing  that 
appearance. 

When  a  clear  solution  is  obtained,  with  but  n  snanll 
portion  of  animal  matter  in  it,  the  ewjssosnuunf  anfosjf 
of  silver  gives  a  lively  lemonyeiiow prempmmm  ,  the 
areenite\of  silver.    The  esmnoniacal  sulphate*/ 
gives  an  apple  or  grass-green  precipitmte-~&m 
of  copper.     And  the  transmission  .of  *m> 
hydrogen  gas  through  this  solution,  previously  new* 
traliued,  and  then  slightly  acidulated  with  aeon*  add, 
throws  down  an  abundant  sulphur-yellow  precipitatf 
the  sulphttret  of  arsenic. 

It  is  the  best  plan  to  boil  the  last  prednitaie  in  the 
solution  a  few  minutes,  which  drives  on*  the  esceneof 
sulphuretted  hydrogen  gas,  and  allows  the  whose  of 
the  sulphuret  of  arsenic  to  deposit.  This. is  to  hut 
collected  on  a  filter;  dried  on  a  watch  glass;  intro-t 
duced  into  the  bottom  of  a  bulbed  tube,  and  cowered 
with  black  flux,  or  what  is  perhaps  better,  freshly 
ignited  charcoal.  The  tube  is  then  to  be  heated  bjr 
a  spirit  lamp,  first  at  the  part  just  above  where  the 
flux  is,  and  then  gradually  below,  so  ss  to  sublime  the 
metallic,  arsenic  all  round  the  tube;  which  .terns  A 
brilliant  polished  metallic  appearance,  that  cannot  be 
easily  mistaken  when  once  seen :  and  which  I  once  heard 
given  in  evidence  as  the  only  proof  of  arsenic  in  one 
of  our  courts  of  justice  :•— the  fallacy  of  which  opinion . 
I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  prove. 

The  metallic  arsensic  should  afterwards  be  oxidised 
by  the  beat  of  the  spirit  lamp  and  the  oxygen  of  the 
air,  and  driven  up  the  tube,  so  as  to  allow  it  to  form 
octohedral  crystals  of  arsenwus  acid,  with  triangular 
faceties. 

In  estimating  the    process  which  I  have  now 
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described,  an  English  jury  would  with  to  know,  before 
they  condemned  a  fellow  creature  to  death,  if  there 
ie  no  other  mode  of  detecting  and  proving  arsenic ;  and 
if  no   other  substance  gives   the  same  crystals  as 


This  gap  was,  in  a  degree,  filled,  up,  by  Marsh's 
hydrogen  test ;  where  hydrogen  gas  is  generated  from 
xlac,  sulphuric  add  and  water,  and  the  suspected  sub- 
stance in  solution  added'  to  it;  if  arsenic  be  present, 
hydrogen  has  such  an  affinity  for  it,  that  it  will  com- 
bine with  the  whole  of  it  very  quickly.  The 
arsenietted  hydrogen  being  ignited,  the  metallic 
arsenic  is,  deposited  on  porcelain  or  glass,  which 
can  be  seen  in  rhomboidal  crystals  with  a  powerful 
microscope. 

The  only  objection  to  this  test  is,  that  you  are 
obliged  to  use  sine,  which  is  known  often  to  contain 
amnio:  and,  although  it  shows  the  most  minute 
portion  of  arsenic  that  can  possibly  be  exhibited,  yet, 
how  can  you  ewear  that,  after  the  firtt  layer  of  zinc 
ie  oeridised,  there  may  not  he  some  arsenic  in  the  nest  T 
for  we  know  that  arsenic  runs  in  veins  of  the  zinc  ore. 

The  next  test  I  would  describe  is  that  beautiful  one 
of  Professor  Reinsch,  modified  by  Christison,  which 
is  well  suited  for  detecting  arsenic  in  animal  and  vege- 
table substances.  Mix  the  suspected  matter  with 
distUled  water:  add  at  least  two  drachms  of  pure 
hydrochloric  acid  to  every  eight  ounces  of  fluid.  Put 
a  few  bits  of  very  thin  and  bright  copper  plate  into  it, 
boil  for  half  an  hour,  and  the  arsenic  will  be  gradually 
deposited  on  the  copper  plates.  We  have  here  for 
analysis,  animal  matter  in  solution  with  arsenious  acid 
by  heat,  hydrochloric  acid,  water  and  copper.  As  far 
as  I  can  ascertain  at  present,  the  following  is  the 
result  The  water  and  arsenious  acid  are  both  decom- 
posed: the  oxygen  of  the  water  unites  with  the 
copper,  forming  oxide  of  copper :  the  hydrogen  of 
the  water  unites  with  the  metallic  arsenic,  forming 
arsenietted  hydrogen,  which  is  decomposed  by  the 
oxide  of  copper— the  metallic  arsenic  of  the  arsenietted 
hydrogen  forming  a  coat  on  the  oxide  of  copper; 
while  the  free  hydrogen  goes  to  combine  with  another 
portion  of  the  oxygen  of  the  arsenious  acid,  and 
forms  water :  thus  accounting  for  the  gradual  coating 
of  the  copper  with  arsenic.  The  hydrochloric  acid 
mites  with  Hie  ammonia  of  the  animal  matter  as  it 
it  decomposed  by  the  heat,  forming  hydrochlorate  of 
nsamonia ;  and,  if  in  excess,  remains  free  in  the  solu- 
tion. These  arsenietted  copper  plates  are  to  be 
taken  out,  cut  into  small  chips,  introduced  into  a 
bulbed  tsiey  an*  exposed  to  a  low  red  heat  over  a 
spirit  lamp,  and  the  areentUnu  acid  is  sublimed  in 
oetohedrai  eryOsats  w*fk  triangular  facettes.  These 
maybe  rendered  more  distinct  if  you  turn  out  the 
copper  chips,  dose  the  tube  with  the  finger,  and  chase 
the  oxide  np  and  down  with  the  lamp.  By  dissolving 
this  oodda  in  distilled  water,  you  may  go  through  the 
whole  of  the  former  tests. 

A  very  easy  mode  of  ascertaining  the  exact  weight 
qfareenic  in  any  given  quantity  of  fluid,  would  be  to 
previously  weigh  the  dry  glass  tube  before  introducing 
the  arsenietted  copper  chips,  and  to  weigh  it  again 
after  tfee  arsenious  acid  is  sublimed ;  the  copper  being 
removed,  the  increase  in  weight  would  give  the  quantity 
of  arsenic* 

A  most  Ingenious,  scientific  and  elegant  mode  of 
detecting  arsenic  has  lately  been  introduced  by  Robert 
£lhs,  Esq.,  of  University  College,  London;  to  whose 
polite  attention  I  am  indebted  for  his  apparatus,  made 
entirely  of  glass,  in  which  I  have  now  the  pleasure  of 
exhibiting  his  plan.  He  has  discovered  that  the  oxides 
of  copper  have  such  affinity  for  arsensic,  that  by 
merely  passing  arsenietted  hydrogen  over  them,  a 
,  double  decomposition  takes  place;  caloric  is  given 
out;  the  oxygen  of  the  copper  uniting  with  part  of 
the  hydrogen,  forms  water,  which  is  seen  in  the 
.process ;  die  arsenic  of  the  arsenietted  hydrogen 
uniting  with  the  copper,  forma  arseniuret  of  copper : 


the  remaining  hydrogen  being  set  free.  This  arsen- 
iuret of  copper  may  be  easily  sublimed  in  a  glass 
tube ;  when  the  whole  of  the  arsenious  acid  will  be 
deposited  in  thick  brilliant  chuters  of  oetohedrai 
crystals  on  the  tube. 

The  objection  urged  against  Marsh's  apparatus, 
will,  of  course,  equally  apply  to  this,  in  being  obliged 
to  use  zinc  for  the  generation  of  hydrogen. 
,  There  is  another  test  which  I  think  deserves  more 
attention  than  it  has  yet  met  with — viz.,  the  decompo- 
sition of  distilled  water  by  galvanism,  to  which  the  sus- 
pected  solution  is  added,  with  pure  sulphuric  acid, 
collecting  the  hydrogen  from  the  negative  pale  or 
zincode  of  Smee's  battery,  igniting  it,  and  examining 
the  stain  left  in  a  glass  tube  open  at  both  ends.  If 
there  is  the  smallest  particle  of  arsenic,  the  hydrogen 
will  combine  with  it,  and  you  then  have  a  stain  of 
metallic  arsenic  with  rhomboidal  crystals;  which  you 
may  oxidize,  collect,  and  dissolve  in  water;  go  through 
the  fluid  teste,  reduce  the  sulphuret  in  a  tube,  and  sub- 
limeit  into  arsenious  acid  again.  This  is  the  most 
delicate  test  known,  and  is  perfectly  free  from  the 
charge  of  using  any  substance  m  which  arsenic  can 
exist;  on  which  account  I  think  it  the  most  valuable 
of  them  all,  and  the  one  to  which  I  would  this  evening 
particularly  direct  the  attention  of  the  Society. 

I  have  likewise  combined  this  mode  of  producing 
arsenietted  hydrogen  with  Ellis's  plan  of  testing  it  by 
the  oxides  of  copper,  and  have  succeeded  in  obtaining 
decided  crystals  of  arsenious  acid  by  it ;  thus  doing 
away  with  the  necessity  of  using  zinc. 

The  most  likely  substance  to  be  mistaken  for 
anenic  by  any  of  these  tests  is  antimony,  because 
antimony  sublimes  into  the  same  kind  of  crystals  as, 
arsenic  does.  But  by  attending  to  the  following 
rules  the  two  substances  may,  I  think,  be  easily 
distinguished. 

Metallic  arsenic  sublimes  at  a  heat  of  356°  without 
liquifying  into  rhomboidal  crystals;  arsenious  acid 
sublimes  at  380°,  into  oetohedrai  crystals ;  metallic 
antimony  sublimes  not  under  810° ;  and  on  cooling, 
acquires  a  highly  lamellated  texture,  and  yields  octa- 
hedral crystals  like  arsenic.  After  you  have  obtained 
a  deposit  of  the  suspected  metal  in  a  glass  tube,  If  you 
heat  the  tube  gradually  by  a  spirit  lamp ;  should 4he 
metal  be  arsenic,  it  sublimes  on  the  cool  part  of  the  ' 
tube  into  oetohedrai  crystals ;  which  can  be  dissolved 
in  water,  and  tested  by  the  three  Jeuid  tests.  If  it  is 
antimony,  it  first  produces  dense  white  fames,  and  an 
amorphous  white  powder  is  deposited ;  and  the  heat 
being  kept  up,  the  tube  is  lined  with  a  white  crust, 
which  is  insoluble  in  water. 

By  this  method,  both  arsenic  and  antimony  may  be 
tested  at  the  same  time.  Arsenic  will  be  sublimed  in 
oxide  at  the  cool  part  of  the  tube :  antimony  remaining 
at  the  hot  part. 

In  the  reduction  test  with  sulphuretted  hydrogen 
gas,  it  should  be  carefully  remembered  that  the  **/- 
phurets  of  antimony,  tin,  selenium,  cadmium,  and 
tellurium,  have  nearly  the  same  yellow  colour,  and  are 
deposited  in  the  same  manner  as  the  sulphuret  of 
arsenic  i  and  when  reduced  to  their  metallic  state 
with  black  flux,  they  not  only  give  an  appearance  so 
much  like  arsenic,  that  it  requires  a  very  practised 
eye  to  distinguish  each— if  even  that  be  possible,  but 
tellurium  and  cadmium  also  exhale  a  garlic  odour,  like 
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L.  Thompson,  Esq.,  has  shown  that  antimomuretled 
hydrogen  when  ignited,  not  only  gives  a  stain  very 
similar  to  arsenietted  hydrogen,  but  also  that  the 
smell  of  both  are  very  similar,  and  suggests  the  fol- 
lowing mode  of  distinguishing  them  '.—Dissolve  the 
crust  left  on  the  glass  by  a  drop  of  nitric  acid :  evapo- 
rate it  to  dryness,  /and  a  white  powder  will  be  left  in 
either  case :  add  now,  a  little  weak  solution  of  nitrate 
of  silver,  and  expose  it  to  the  fumes  of  ammonia  from  a 
glass  stopper.  Antimony  will  give  a  white  precipitate, 
and  arsenic  a  yellow  floculeat  one.  In  answer  to 
the  above  objection,  Marsh  proposed  the  following 
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ingenious  plan : — Moisten  the  porcelain  or  glass  with  a 
drop  of  water,  and  hold  it  an  inch  above  the  flame  of 
the  jet  of  burning  hydrogen :  the  arsenic,  if  any,  will 
be  oxidised  at  the  time  the  hydrogen  is  undergoing 
combustion,  and  is  dissolved  in  the  water  as  arsenious 
acid  j  which  can  be  proved  by  adding  a  drop  of  a 
solution  of  nitrate  of  silver  to  it,  which  gives  a  lively 
lemon-coloured  precipitate,  while  the  colour  of  anti- 
mony will  not  be  changed.  But  I  have  so  repeatedly 
found  phosphuretted  hydrogen  give  the  same  results,  that 
I  cannot  think  this  test  can  be  depended  upon. 

The  question  then  come*— how  can  a  witness  swear 
most  positively  that  a  substance  is  arsenic,  and  nothing 
else  f  And  how  can  he  convince  an  unscientific  jury 
of  thai  fact  t  I  think,  only  in  the  following  manner  :— 

1st.  By  producing  the  metal  and  showing  its  crystals. 

2nd.  Reducing  it  to  the  oxide,  and  showing  its  crystals, 

3rd.  From  these  crystals  going  through  all  the  Jhdd 


4th.  Reducing  the  sulphuret  again  to  its  metallic 
state,  then  to  the  oxide,  and  again  going  through  ike 
fluid  tests, 

5th.  And  if  this  be  shown  clearly,  with  all  the 
before  mentioned  tests,  it  will  be  impossible  for  any 
advocate  to  mislead  a  jury. 

There  is  no  substance  but  antimony  that  will  form 
crystals  like  arsenic,  which  can  be  mistaken  for 
arsenic  by  any  other  test. 

It  is  not  at  all  necessary  here,  to  describe  the  symp- 
toms attending  poisoning  by  arsenic;  but  I  would 
remark  that  there  may  be  a  great  deal  of  injury  done 
by  improper  interference  with  the  stomach  pump,  in 
consequence  of  the  softening  of  the  sub-mucous 
cellular  tissue  from  acute  inflammation.  As  far  as 
I  have  been  able  to  collect  from  the  best  writers  on 
this  subject,  the  following  is  the  most  successful  mode 
of  managing  these  cases.  If  called  in  immediate!* 
after  arsenic  has  been  swallowed,  use  the  stomach 
pump  at  once :  inject  large  quantities  of  milk ;  or,  if 
not  at  hand,  mucilage  or  groat  gruel,  and  withdraw 
it  again  repeatedly.  Or  if  the  stomach  pump  is  not 
ready,  and  vomiting  does  not  exist  in  consequence  of 
the  effect  of  the  arsenic,  it  should  be  promoted  (in 
a  case  where  there  will  be  no  legal  inquiry  instituted) 
by  giving  a  large  dose  of  sulphate  of  zinc  immediately, 
shortly  followed  by  copious  doses  of  the  moist  hydrated 
per  oxide  of  iron,  in  water  or  milk,  until  you  can  pro- 
cure it.  But  when  the  life  of  a  fellow-creature  will 
depend  upon  the  evidence  given  as  to  the  chemical 
proof  of  arsenic  having  been  exhibited,  it  was  suggested 
by  Dr.  Favell,  the  President,  that  either  sulphate  of 
copper  or  mu&tardshouldbe  used  as  an  emetic,  instead 
of  zinc,  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  an  advocate 
having  it  in  his  power  to  say  that  zinc  had  been  used 
in  any  form.  Although  pure  crystallized  sulphate  of 
zinc  could  not  possibly  contain  arsenic,  I  think  this 
is  a  very  proper  precaution. 

The  only  antidotes  which  have  been  discovered  for 
arsenic  are  the  moist  hydrated  per-oxide  of  iron,  and 
the  moist  hydrated  per-sulphuret  of  iron,  A  few  years 
ago  I  tried  the  effect  of  the  hydrated  per-oxide  of  iron 
on  six  dogs  of  the  same  age.  I  gave  each  of  them  ten 
grains  of  oxide  of  arsenic  in  various  forms.  The  first 
was  killed  with  it  in  four  hours.  In  the  second,  I 
allowed  half  an  hour  to  elapse  before  I  gave  the  iron : 
he  died.  To  the  third  I  gave  the  iron  with  the  arsenic : 
he  never  had  a  symptom  of  poisoning.  The  fourth  I 
killed  with  the  iron,  as  it  was  not  well  prepared.  The 
5th  took  the  iron  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  the  arsenic: 
he  was  very  ill  several  days,  but  perfectly  recovered. 
The  6th  took  it  half  an  hour  after  the  arsenic,  and 
died  the  following  day.  I  examined  the  stomachs  of 
all  the  dogs  that  died,  and  found  them  exhibit  the 
highly  injected  diffuse  red  appearance  so  well  described 
by  Drs.  Hope,  Carswell,  and  Roupell,  in  their  plates. 

I  have  latelv  riven  dots  and  rahhita  Uvo»  H/mm  *s 


oxide  of  iron,  and  then  killed  them  within  a  short 
time.  The  stomachs  have  shown  patches  of  inflamma~ 
tion,  but  no  arsenious  acid  could  be  detected  by 
Reinsch's  method,  the  copper  plates  having  merely  a 
scaly  deposit  of  iron  upon  them ;  nor  could  arsenious 
acid  be  detected  in  any  other  way.  This  is  a  strong 
presumption  that  the  whole  of  the  arsenic  was  reduced 
to  its  metallic  state.  So  that,  from  the  results  of  my 
own  experiments,  and  the  accounts  I  have  read  of  the 
successful  use  of  the  hydrated  per-oxide  of  iron  as  an 
antidote  to  arsenic  in  the  human  subject  by  many  prac- 
titioners, I  am  induced  to  place  great  reliance  on  this 
substance. 

In  the  1st  vol.  of  the  London  Medical  Gazette,  for 
1641-2,  page  116,  is  a  communication  from  the  cele- 
brated Dr.  Beck,  containing  an  account  of  no  less  than 
twenty-nine  successful  casts  of  recovery  from  poisoning 
by  arsenic,  by  the  prompt  use  of  the  moist  hydrated 
per-oxide  of  iron  m  the  human  species.  And  I  could 
point  out  more,  which  I  have  observed  related, in.  the 
journals. 

Hie  last  edition  of  the  Edinburgh  Phanaacoomia 
gives  a  very  good  formula  for  preparing  this  antidote, 
under  the  name  of  "Perrugo."  It  can  be  kept  good, 
and  fit  for  use,  in  stoppered  bottles,  covered  with 
water,  I  respectfully  beg  to  suggest  to  my  medical 
brethren,  that  they  provide  themselves  with  a  proper 
supply  of  it,  so  as  to  be  ready  in  a  moment.  A  table- 
spoonful  should  be  given  in  plenty  of  water,  every  five 
minutes,  to  an  adult ;  and  a  dessert-spoonful  to  a  child, 
until  relief  from  the  urgent  symptoms  is  obtained.  It 
is  perfectly  inert  ff  kept  dry.  Dr.  Golding  Bird  has 
mentioned  that  the  hydrated  per-oxide  of  iron  may 
be  extemporaneously  prepared,  by  adding  one  ounce  of 
liquor  potass*,  to  half  an  ounce  of  tincture  of  sesqui* 
chloride  of  iron.  This  may  be  almost  always  obtained 
in  a  short  time  from  any  druggist. 

I  have  never  tried  the  moist  hydrated  per-sulphuret 
of  iron,  but  have  no  doubt  it  may  act  as  an  antidote, 
by  reducing  the  oxide  of  arsenic  to  a  sulphuret,  whiejt 
is  much  less  poisonous.  The  hydrated  per-oxide,  I 
should  think,  acts  by  the  free  hydrogen  combining 
with  the  oxygen  of  the  arsenic,  forming  water,  sssd 
leafing  metallio  arsenic,  which  is  idaowbta  and  snort, 
behind. 

Tne  carbonate  of  iron  is  mentioned  *s  another  Anti- 
dote, but  I  should  prefer  the  others.  -     < 

Hie  stomach  pump  should  never  be  used-  after  the 
arsenic  has  had  tune  to  act  on  the  mucous  membrsae, 
as  it  is  very  liable  to  penetrate  through  all  the  coats  est 
the  stomach. 

Arsenietted  hydrogen  gas  is  the  most  destrnctJvfe 
mode  of  introducing  arsenic  into  the  system.  Several 
deaths  have  been  recorded  from  it;  and  I  would 
mention,  with  the  most  sincere  regret,  the  state  into 
whicji  it  has  brought  a  most  intelligent  and  valued 
pupil  of  mine.  He  is  the  inventor  of  the  present  mode 
of  gilding  and  silvering  by  galvanism.  Zinc  is  meet 
extensively  used  in  the  works  which  he  has  superin- 
tended, and  he  has  so  long  breathed  an  atmosphere 
of  arsenietted  hydrogen  gas  there,  and  in  his  P*™* 
experiments,  that  it  brought  on  a  peculiar  kind  of  epi- 
lepsy, much  like  whst  is  described  by  Dr.  Christisoo, 
which  has  latterly  been  gradually  mcreasmg;  and  his 
intellect,  which  was  once  one  of  the  bnghest,  is  now 
reduced  nearly,  to  fatuity. 

There  are  a  few  more  observations  closely  connected 
with  thai  subject,  which  I  should  have  taken  the  liberty 
of  making,  but  I  fear  this  paper  will  be  considered  too 
long  already.  It  now  only  remains  for  me  to  thank 
you  for  so  patiently  listening  to  this  very  imperfect 
digest  of  so  important  a  subject ;  and  if  theemw  I 
have  either  committed  or  omitted,  should  lead  my 
professional  brethren  to  attend  more  mia^1**0^ 
subject,  and  point  them  out,  I  shall  with  great  pleasure 
receive  their  reproof  and  instruction.  .__ 

Tfco  —u ~i-  ~r »u~         ■       ii    i       "■■  i^ssnsusnnsnv- 
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CASE   OF    MAUGNANT    DISEASE    OF   THE 
/  HUMERUS. 

By  W.  Nbwnbam,  E*e>,  Fa*nbam. 


Ae  subject  of  the  following  observations  was  in  bis 
ITlh'yesr— was  a  youth  of  considerable  talent  and  most 
Amiable  manifestations  of  mind ;  he  had  distinguished 
himself  at  Harrow,  and  was  equally  admired  and 
beloved  by  those  who  knew  him. 

Generally  speaking,  he  was  a  very  healthy  person, 
'but  when  he  returned  home  from  Harrow,  at  the  Eas- 
ter vacation  of  1843,  he  was  out  of  health,  and  com- 
plained of  headache,  and  of  inability  to  fix  his  atten- 
tion upon  his  usual  objects  of  study,  without  bringing 
'  oft  pain  of  the  forehead,  and  general  distress  of  the 
nervous  system.    His  pulse  was  rather  feeble,  but  not 
1  oulckened  j  ana  the  tongue  was  not  hided,  but  whitish ; 
m  fact,  a  cerebral  tongue ;  and  it  seemed  evident  that 
-  'tike  brain  had  been  overworked.    The.  principles  of 
treatment  were  very  dear,  vizi,  to  moderate  the  work 
'  df  the  brain,  and  to  rouse  its  energies,  so  as  to  bear 
with  impunity  the  ordinary  studious  habits  of  an  aspir- 
"infr"  sbd  talented  young  man.   He  did  not  return  to 
Harrow  after  the   recess,  but  remained  under  my 
Uejretlll  I  could  conscientiously  give  him  his  "  exeat  * 
•  took*  home,  and  allow  him  to  resume  his  scholastic 


*  'Rnrrionarj  to  his  return,  he  consulted,  me  one  day 
in  May  last,  for  an  affection  of  the.  upper  arm,  which 
Be  tola  me  he  had  hurt  while  playing  with  his  sisters. 
I  confess  I  thought  very  little  of  this  injury,  believed 
ft to  be  an  undue  stretching,  or,  perhaps,  rapture  of  a 
few'  of  the  fibres  of  the  deltoid,  and  trusting  that  quiet 
and  natience  would  Soon  make, all  right  again,  I  pre- 
scribed Some  liniment,  and  thought  J  should  bear  no 

t  tie  returned  tp  Harrow,  whence  I  continued  to  re- 
cfoft  fojpd  accounts  of  him  from  time  to  time.  Again 
in  August  he  came  home,  end  his  anxious  friends  were 
jjamajfiefrrty  Struck  by  hie  not  looking  well;  by  the 
wpsrlesaness  of  his  arm ;  by  the  pain  produced  when 
it  wse\  attempted  to  be  placed  in  certain  positions,  and 
by  the  feet  elicited  from  him,  as  a  master  of  history, 
tfrat  any.ahock .  communicated  to  the  arm  gave  him 
'Sjmatnnfn* 

,  M  s»h<sppaaed  that  just  at  this  period  I  had  left 
n  tour  in  search  of  health, and,  ineonse- 
tf*,  he  wee  taken  to  town  to  an 
well  known  to  the  family,  and  of 
,  ea  they  were  well  aware,  I  entertained  the 
highest  peaeuMc  tpinitm.  Another  surgeon  being  at  his 
juusas  at  the  time,  my  patient  had  the  advantage  of 
their  combined  opinion,  which  was,  that  there  existed 
^trnettmeof  the  anatomical  neck  of  the  humerus,0  and 
"nee  seel  ugly  the  arm  wae  put  up  with  splints,  and  ap- 
jftwnriate  bandages,  6c.  A  fortnight  afterwards  he 
was  again  taken  to  London,  when  it  was  pronounced 
t*t«.imnrofhur--that  the  process  of  union  had  evi- 
tftyrtrrsqceeV—and  that  the  patient  was  going  on 


On  my  return  to  Farnham,  I  visited  my  young  friend 
ntrthe  very  latter  end  of  August;  I  considered  the 
whole  matter,  and  at  my  next  visit,  which,  by  the  date 
of  the  subjoined  letter,  I  see  was  on  the  30th,  I  ven- 
eered to  express  my  doubts  as  to  the  reality  of  the 
fracture  ef  the  anatomical  neck  of  the  humerus.  I  was 

atonee  requested  to  write  to  my  friend and 

doubts  to  him,  which  I  did  immediately  as 


Farnham,  Aug.  30, 1843. 
n^y  dear  Sir,— Since  my  return  from  a  tout  in  search 
ef  health*  among  the  Welsh  mountains,  I  have  visited 
my  young  patient,  — —  ,  whom,  I  understand, 

you  have  seen  during  my  absence,  and  have  judged 
the  accident,  which  he  met  with  last  May,  to  have 


«Ht 


<f  Me  tbafomi&U  mik  of  the 


The  kindneia  and  friendship  which  yon 
have  always  shown  me,  induce  me  to  venture  the  fol- 
lowing doubts  upon  the  subject;  drawn— 

First,  from  the  nature  of  the  accident. 

Secondly,  from  its  immediate  consequences. 

Thirdly,  from  the  effects  of  treatment. 

1.  The  nature  of  the  accident.  It  arose  from  his 
throwing  a  pillow  across  the  room :  could  muscular 
power  have  so  acted  upon  the  "  anatomical  neck  "  of 
the  sound  humerus-  as  to  fracture  it  ?  There  was  no 
external  violence  of  any  kind. 

2.  The  immediate  consequences  of  the  accident 
were  violent  pain,  such  as  would  have  occurred  from 
the  rupture  of  muscular  fibre,  &c,  and  earn*  toss  of 
power  to  execute  certain  muscular  movements;  but 
there  was  no  entire  immobility  of  the  limb,  no  neces- 
sity for  its  being  supported ;  on  the  contrary,  he 
.carried  the  arm  withont  support,  he  dressed  and  un- 
dressed himself,  wrote,  rode  on  horseback,  even 
played  at  cricket :  the  chief  inconvenience  which 
he  felt  was  in  raising  his  hand  to  his  head,  as  in  the 
act  of  bowing,  dec.  Could  all  these  things  have  been 
if  the  shaft  of  the  bene  had  been  separated  from  (its 
head? 

Again,  at  this  time,  there  was  no  shortening  of  the 
Arm,  no  perceptible  deformity :  but  if  the  bone  had 
been  thus  divided,  would  not  ftrascular  action  have 
necessarily  pulled  its  shaft  inwards,  forwards,  and  up- 
wards? 

.  3.  The  effect  of  treatment : — 1  have  not,  of  course, 
removed  the  splints;  I  have  merely  readjusted  the 
external  bandage,  and  tightened  the  straps.  But 
if  the  anatomical  neck  were  broken,  would  not  the 
,  effect  of  raising  the  eftets,  as  in  the  present  apparatus, 
necessarily  be  that  of  aiding  the  muscles  to  pull  the 
broken  shaft/^noardr  end  upwards  ? 

Forgive  me,  my  dear  sir,  if  I  have  not  stated  my 
doubts  with  sufficient  deference  to  your  superior  judg- 
ment ;  all  who  know  me,  also  know  how  super-eini- 
fnentiy  I  safe*  your  opinion ;  but  with  you  or  with  me, 
I  trust  that  a  truth,  which  is,  or  may  be  of  consequence 
to  a  patient,  is  earned  more  highly  than  coincidence 
of  opinion. 

'Always  believe  me  to  be, 

dcc&e. 

To  this  letter  an  answer  was  sent  by  return  of  post, 
couched  in  the  kindest  and  most  friendly  terms. 

It  was  stated  that  the  designation  of  fracture  of  the 
anatomical  neck  of  the  humerus  was  given  rather  by 
the  other  surgeon  present,  than  by  himself ;  that  for 
himself,  he  should  have  said  simply  "nee*  of  the 
humerus,  leaving  it  open  as  to  whether  the  course  of 
the  fracture  was  transverse  below  the  tuberosities,  or 
oblique,  and  separating  the  great  tuberosity  with  the 
shaft,  from  the  head  and  small  tubercle,  held  by  the 
8ubscapularis  muscle.  The  obliquity  of  the  fissure, 
and  the  extent  of  the  surface  of  crepitation,  rather 
conveyed  the  impression  of  a  split  bone  to  my  mind, 
than  a  transverse  fracture.  Of  the  separation  of  the 
shaft  from  the  head  of  the  hone  hf  fracture,  not  a 
doubt  existed  in  either  of  our  minds ;  nor,  I  venture  to 
say,  would  it  have  existed  in  yours.  The  round  obicu- 
lar  projection  of  the  deltoid,  the  pulling  or  drawing 
forwards  and  inwards  of  the  shaft,  giving  a  remarkable 
width  to  the  joint ;  the  perfect  facility  of  communi- 
cated motion  in  all  directions,  the  pain  of  overhand 
motions,  and  the  patient's  incapacity  of  performing 
them  but  by  a  jerk  from  the  trunk,  and  never  without 
i  pain ;  the  plainness  of  the  fissure  tobe  felt  by  the  sur- 
geon's fingers,  the  psin  it  gave  the  patient  when 
pressed  there,  and  the  very  perceptible  crepitus  put 
the  fact  of  fracture  beyond  doubt. 

"  The  most  remarkable  circumstance  attending  the 
case,  is  its  non-discovery  for  so  long  a  time ;  not  its 
occswsaee,  for  this  I  believe  may,  and  does,  though 
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k  action ;  such 
as  is  competes*  to  lacerate  the  muscle  itself,  might  do 
it  in  a  young  subject.  This  common,  painful,  and 
laming  accident  was  so  obfious  to  conjecture,  that  per- 
ceiving through  the  clothes  that  the  stump  of  the 
shoulder  was  not  flattened,  I  immediately  attributed 
the  mischief  to  this  cause.  Bus  in  stripping  to  exam- 
ine* which  had  not  been  done  before,  the  interval  that 
bad  elapsed  only  confirmed  the  deformity,  and  the 
lather  of  the  patient,  Mr.  — — ,  observed  that  it  had 
never  been  free  from  pain,  if  extensively  elevated,  or 
touched  by  a  schoolfellow,  though  the  underhand  mo- 
tions he  could  perform  without  pain. 

"  On  examining  it  at  the  end  of  three  weeks,  both 
v  and  myself  were  of  opinion  that  the  process  of 
onion  had  aairly  commenced  (ligamentous  though  it 
might  be),  that  the  fissure  was  considerably  less  per- 
ceptible, and  no  crepitus  given  on  gentle  rotation  as 
before;  and  I  believe  that  the  hollow,  or  cupped  splint, 
hsswerattdmosfc  beneficially  in  keeping  the  broken 
pasts  m  contact  and  at  rest,  The  cervix  scapulae,  coro- 
coid  process  and  head  of  the  humerus,  were  sound  and 
in  situ;  Indeed,  the  appearance  bad  no  resemblance  tb 
luxation,  independent  of  fracture ;  and  the  elevated  and 
advanced  position  of  the  top  of  the  shaft,  ije,  the  infe- 
rior, fragments,  would  be  explained  by  the  action  of 
the  great  pectoral,  clavicular  portion  of  the  deltoid, 
and  coracobrachial.  Except  for  the  quieting  of  muscles 
by  more  complete  rest,  and  taking  off  the  weight  of 
the  .forearm,  I  agree  with  you  that  the  trough  for  the 
elbow  and  flexed  forearm,  was  not  called  for;  but  J 
think  it  contributes  greatly  to  the  objects  of  immobi-* 
lity  and  security  in  all  upper-arm  and  shoulder  inju-j 
rfes.  I  think  yon  are  premature  in  your  third  head — 
effect  of  treatment— which,  unless  you  had  examined 
the  case  when  I  did,  you  could,  hardly  appreciate  U 
now  subjected  to  your  examination,  and  not  at  all, 
without  Shis  advantage. 

V  Believe  me,  my  dear  Mr.  Newnham,  j 

«&c.doc."    i 

Not  at  all  convinced  by  this  letter,  which,  though' 
it  enfeebled  some  portion  of  my  argument  by  shifting 
the  injury  from  the  anatomical  to  the  turgical  neck  of 
the  humerus,  yet  left  the  main  scope  of  my  reasoning 
untouched.  I  next  suggested  that  I  should  accom- 
pany the  patient  to  town,  for  the  purpose  of  consulting 
with  my  friend  personally;  but  tms  was  frustrated  by 
its  now  being  the  beginning  of  September,  end  by  his 
leaving  London  for  bis  annual  period  of  relaxation.  I 
was  then  requested  by  the  friends  to  take  charge  of 
the  case. 

My  voung  patient  was  now  beginning  to  suffer  a 
great  mat  mors  pain  than  he  had  done— apparently 
from  the  pressure  of  the  splints  and  bandages.  Of 
coarse  this  was  incompatible  with  the  quiet  process 
of  union  which  was  supposed  to  be  going  on;  and  the 
apparatus  was  removed  for  the  purpose,  firet,  of  ascer- 
taining whether  this  pain  was  occasioned  by  any  une- 
ven pressure.  Upon  removing  the  bandages,  almost 
the  entire  upper-arm  was  found  to  be  much  swollen, 
with  increased  heat  and  redness.  It  is  needless  to  say 
that  the  splints  were  not  reapplied ;  an  evaporating 
lotion  was  employed,  and  absolute  rest  enjoined.  This 
accidental,  and  common  inflammatory  action,  no  doubt 
aggravated  by  the  pressure  of  the  bandages  under  the 
exietmg  cfotmcrfawcav,  eubrided  in  a  few  days,  but  left 
behind  it  what  appeared  to  his  father  to  be  a  gnat  in- 
create  ef  the  twethng^  since  he  had  seen  ft  last  opened 
in  London.  Rrom  the  examination  which  I  now  made, 
and  which  was  very  gentle,  for  very  slight  movements 
gave  him  exquisite  pain,  I  could  perceive  no  loss  of 
continuity  between  the  shaft  of  the  humerus  and  its 
bead.  I  could  not  discover  the  sulcus  in  the*  body  of 
the  booe>referred  to  in  the  above  letter.  1  could  dis- 
cover that  the  opus*  hasf  of  the  bone  was  implicated 
in  the  disease,  and  enlarged,  the  principal  swelling, 
bowsTtr  betng  at  tU  superior  exti^imty,  and  immedi- 


ately below  the  acromion  scapula;.  At  one  part  of  this 
general  swelling,  there  was  a  greater  degree  of, promi- 
nence, evidently  Occasioned'  by  some  increase  of  the 
tumour  underneath  the  insertion  of  the  pectoralis 
major.  My  impression  at  this  time  was,  that  what- 
ever might  have  been  the  original  mischief,  we  pad 
now  to  contend  with  an  advanced  stage  of  inftamed 
bone ;  and,  while  the  idea  of  malignant  disease  was 
apprehensively  present  to  my  mind,  I  fondly  hoped 
that  it  might  be  a  case  of  necrosis,'  and^  as  If  then 
stated,  I  should  only  be  too  kapptftb  have  suppuration 
set  up  in  the  bone;  for,  frightful  as  might  have  been 
the  result,  it  appeared  as  nothing  when  compared  with 
the  horrors  of  malignant  disease.  The  ease7  was  now 
treated  accordingly.  As  Soon  as  the  simple  inflamma- 
tory action  had  subsided,  the  iodide  of  potassium  oint- 
ment was  freely  rubbed5  in  upon  the  shoulder,  aftd'that 
medicine  was  given  internally  in  cdmMnatftm'  with 
sarsaparilla,  &c.,  and* an  appropriate  diet.       '   .  ,  '. 

As  yet,  the  health  did  not  seem  to  suffer,  ynsfrrjaUy  i 
bnt  the  swelling  of  the  arm' was  never  controiifed»»fo 
went  on  increasing,  and  ever  increasing^.  Bavjng 
thought,  for  some  time,  that  I  could  perceive  a,  dean 
seated  fluctuation  in  the  prominent  part  e/i  the 
tumour  before  mentioned^  under  the  .pectoris}  muscle, 
I  determined  on  inserting  a  fine  lff*c*fc.  m  lie 
nope  of  eliminating  pus,  and  relieving  my  suffering 
young  friend.  This  was  effected  on  the  3$b  of 
September,  but  to  my  extreme  .regret  and  mor$- 
flcation,  no  pus  followed — while  the  few,  drops  of 
intensely  black  blood,  and  the  widely,  ffanisg  wound* 
too  surely  told  the  malignant  nature  of  the  tumour, 
and  too  fully  revealed  the  expectation  tyat  9* 
should  "have  fungoid  structure  sprouting.,  imme- 
diately. Fully  sensible  that  nothing  h<4  the  entins 
removal  of  the  disease  could  now  save  my  patiept'sjjfe, 
yet  doubting  the  possibility  of  securing  oven, this  ro- 
suTt,  I  immediately   requested  a  consultation   with 

'■"■  |  who  had  not  yet  seen  the  case,  and  wfro  most 
irfndfy-came  out  from  bis  retirement  m  order  td  give  us 
the  benefit  of  his  counsel.  This  consultation  occurred 
on  the  4th  of  October,  and  the  resulf  was.  an'  enfir^ 
confirmation  of  my  worst  fears;  no  doubt  of  fye,'  ma* 
lignant  nature  of  the  disease,  and  a  decision  against 
any  operation,  from  the  situation -and  extensive  con- 
nexions of  the  tumour,  and  the  impossibility  of  remov- 


ing it  with  any  hope  of  crventnat  ausuesjv  ft  was  re* 
commended  that  we  should  posh  she:  present  tyoftttt 
more  actively;  and  cautious^,  but- fetfyv  give  v'ttr 
trial  to  Iodikb,  in  gradually  augnttntsd^ddsts^uft** 
as  the  system  could  bear.it;  not  so  utoch  flpom  4siet 
real  hope  of  success,  as  from  feeling  thai'  it  frssTthe 
only  remedy  within  onr  reach,  and  that  the  fnmnmti 
ought  to  have  the  benefit  of  the  trial.  This  was  gfrur 
in  union  with  steel  wine ;  and  morphine,  which  hadV 
been  already  exhibited  for  some  weeks,  in  order  ts>: 
allay  the  intense  pain  and  nervous  irritability  of  the 
system,  was  to  be  increased  according  to  the  ext&eo- 
cies  of  the  case.  % 

.    No  practical  good  can  arise  from 
deepening  shades  of  destructive  malady,  or  : 
scenes    of   exquisite   suffering,    and   of  the    moat 
deeply   harrowing  and   agonizing   character.    fSuf- ' 
fice  it,  therefore,  only  to  say,  that'  the '  treatment* 
seemed  to  exert  no  influence  in  arresting  the  malady-*  a 
the  tumour  continued  daily  to  increase— tne  fangpff'^ 
structure  to  sprout— two  other  fungi  shot  up  from  tm>  ■ 
spontaneous  ulcerations — a  third,  and  stfll  isxger.  wa£ 
daily  expected :  the  digestive  function  gateway: 5  A  few  " 
days  before  bis  death,  a  considerable  s 
took  place  from  the  wounds,  and  the  system,  worn  out 
by  pain  and  irritation,  and  defec«iv*«utrttlCNi  awd^ihl-  ' 
charge,  finally  gave  way,  and  death-put  a  feriod' totals* 
extremity  of  human  suffering  on  the  fOSh  ttf  -Notem* ' 
ber,  about  six  months  from  the  aastuent  cBftf^fts)  ;tw* 
cause  of  this  mischief.  -y 

The  following  are  my  notes  of  the  postmortem  ex- 
amination which  look  place  forty  hoots  after  death* 
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and  wis  conducted  by  my  partner,  Mr.  Soman,  and 
myself. 

Sectto  Cadaveris.— JBx  17.--40.  horia  pott  mortem. 

External  appeiu-ancea— great  emaciation,  but  a  well- 
proportioned  body,  with  the  usual  degree  of  develop- 
ment j  and  a  particularly  well-formed,  fine  chest. 

A  large  swelling  of  the  right  shoulder  and  upper 
arm,  measuring  in  its  largest  circumference  32  inches, 
from  which  protruded  three  fungoid  excrescences : 
' rapidly  advancing  decomposition:  the  tumour,  which 
had  been  tense  and  firm,  had  become  soil,  and  evidently 
contained  much  fluid  matter. 

TMs  fluid  matter  wee  evaemtted  partly  by  puncture 


nartty  by  being  laded  out  wtoi  a  teacup:  and  in  these 
ebon*  sis  pints  of  a  thicejsh  dark-coloured 
•  were  removed ;  as  also,  three  small 
prtfeue  of  bone,  not  yet  thoroughly 
,  this  fluid  matter  was  also  found,  in 
•  etnteTof  ulceration,  the  cartilaginous  structure  which 
had  originally  formed  the  covering  of  the  head  of  the 
humerus  in  the  glenoid  cavity :  no  trace  of  the  said 
bend  of  the  humerus  was  discoverable.  There,  was 
no  trace  of  muscle;  the  remaining  more  solid  mam 
consisted  of  that  kind  of  encephaloid  degeneration, 
winch  is  usually  found  in  this  species  of  malignant 


As  regards  the  bony  structure,  two-thirds  of  the 
shaft  of  the  humerus,  with  its  articulating  head,  were 
gone,  and  not  to  be  traced  at  allj  of  the  remaining 
ttad,  about  one  half  was  in  a  rapidly  advancing  state 
of  decomposition;  and  the  remainder,  close  to  the 
elbow,  appeared  to  be  sound.  Of  the  scapula,  the 
acromion  process  had  been  consumed,  the  coracoid 

•  process  partially  so— only  a  email  portion  of  its  erticu- 

•  latrag  surface  remainedVaajd  in  mat,  ulceration  had 
already1  far  advanced.  The  first,  second,  and  third 
rfte  were  deprived  of  their  coverings,  and  were  per- 
fectly rough  and  scabrous*.  The  clerical  was  exten- 
sively involved  in  the  same  destruction  for  about  two- 

-AM  of  in  length. 

Abont  four  ounces  of  serum  were  found  in  the  right 
pleura;  at  the  lower  and  under  part  of  both  lungs, 
but  especially  of  the  night*  were  found  many  encephe- 
lesdtuberaof  the  same  description;  and  in  the  right 
lung,  one  of  these  equalled  in  sise  a  walnut :  the 
upper  portions  of  both  lungs  appeared  sound. 

The  heart  was  small  but  healthy* 

The  Uuor  was  enormously  enlarged,  extensively  gra- 
on}ated,of  too  light  a  colour,  and  possessing  several 
ssmOer  tubera,  similarly  situated. 


The  mesenteric  glands  were  generally  enlarged— 
enajav  nsneh  so— and  all  assuming  more  or  less  the  same 
asms  of  tuborosd  appearance. 


litis 


The  kidneys  were  enlarged,  and  seemed  to  have 
a  similar  degeneration. 

sevbala  in  the  colon;  the  coats  of 
thickened  but  not  diseased;  the 
pancreas,  and  bladder,  were  healthy. 
The  head  was  not  examined. 

KXMAEJC8. 

always  to  attend  to  apparently 

for  although  no  other  treatment  could 

n  adopted  in   the   present  instance,   and 

the  most  careful  examination  would,  I  am 

have  thrown  no  new  light  upon  the  subject, 

have  afforded  a  satisfactory  answer  to 

deference  of  opinion;  and  on  some 

cjecssaims>morh  ultimate  mischief  may  possibly 

evented  by  a  minute  acquaintance  with  what 

to  hen  trivial  injury. 

The  eueaesaf  was  not  the  ceuaf  of  the  subsequent 

It  m  quite  absurd  to  suppose  that  the  mere 

a  pillow  across   a  room    should    produce 

at  disease,  which  should  destroy  life  in  six 

The  only  satisfactory  conclusion  to  be  drawn 

net  is,  Ant  dormant  morbid  action  had 


yet  it 


unoeam 
SLT1 


been  insensibly  going  on  in  the  part,  in  all  probability 
covered  in  by  the  fibrous  structure  of  the  periosteum, 
or  by  some  adventitious  investiture  of  its  own,  which 
cracked  or  gave  way  under  this  unusual  movement  of 
the  arm,  and  afterwards  assumed  a  sure  and  steady, 
though  at  first  slow,  and  eventually  rapid  progress, 
to  the  destruction  of  the  parts,  and  of  life  itself.  •' 

m.  Had  the  state  of  health  at  Easter,  1843,  any- 
thing in  common,  with  the  subsequent  malady  ?  I  am 
not  prepared  to  trace  this  connection ;  and  yet  on  re- 
flection, I  do  not  now  think  that  the  state  of  apparently 
overworked  brain  could  be  mirly  attributable  to  the 
duties  of  school,  in  a  youth  whose  abilities  were  far 
above  par— who  had  therefore  not  undergone  any 
especial  labour—and  whom  position  had  long  since 
placed  him  beyond  the  annoyances  of  "fagging." 
My  belief  is,  that  that  state  of  brain  was  produced 
in  part  by  the  impending  pAyeiced  evk\  which  operated 
as  an  unseen  and  an  unknown  irritant  to  the  nervous 
system ;  and  that  perhaps  both  tbeone  and  the  other 
were  the  product  of  a.  constisutienal  diathesis,  the 
effort  to  trace  which  up  to  ita  final  cause,  would  be 
just  as  fruitless,  as  the  search  after  JtoeJ  canter  in 
general. 

IV*  It  is  quite  impossible  in  a  review  of  this  case, 
to  pass  over  the  question  of  fracture  or  aon^Vocfnre,. 
especially  as  the  examination  after  death  does  not 
aid  its  determination ;  and  while  1  avow  my  own  belief 
that  no  fracture  existed  till  the  continuity  of  the  bone 
was  destroyed  by  the  destructive  prepress  of  the  dis- 
ease, I  must  leave  it  to  the  proteonon  to  determine 
whether  my  reasoning  is  sufficient  or  internment. 

a.  If  the  bone  were  broken*  independently  of  ^teai£, 
such  fracture  must  have  resulted  either  from  muscular 
action,  or  external  violence. 

We  are  well  aware  that  some  bones,  which  have 
fixed  or  ligamentous  attachments  on  the  one  hano% 
and  on  the  other,  form  themselves  the  points  of  inser- 
tion far  very  strong  muscles;  as  the  patella,  the  ole- 
cranon, and,  lew  frequently,  the  calcaneum,  are  thus 
fractured  by  violent  muscular  action ;  but  it  Is  obvious 
that  in  the  present  case  we  want  both  the  fixed  point 
and  the  muscular  agency,  which  shall  be  capable  of 
separating  the  head  of  the  humerus  from  its  shaft. 

External  violence  there  was  none :  therefore  accord- 
ing to  a  priori  reasoning  there  could  be  no  fracture. 

b.  The  fracture  of  the  neck  of  the  humerus  most 
involve  immediate  deformity,  immobility  of  the  limbs 
pain,  swelling,  tension,— all  of  which  sensible  signs  of 
fracture  were  absent. 

c.  But  we  must  examine  minutely  what  was  the 
state  of  things  in  August,  when  my  patient  went  to 
London. 

As  It  appears  to  me,  the  fret  impression  on  stripping 
him,  was  that  the  case  was  one  of  fractured  neck  of 
the  humerus ;  and  this  first  impression  thus  produced, 
gave  its  prevailing  tinge  to  all  the  subsequent  exami- 
nation. Every  one  who  has  at  all  watched  the  in- 
fluence of  first  impression  or  preconceived  opinion, 
upon  the  subsequent  stages  of  apparently  unbiassed 
investigation,  will  have  perceived  that  such  impression 
or  opinion  does  almost  always  exert  a  tyrant  sway 
upon  the  mind,  and  compel  it,  in  spite  of  itself,  to  see 
every  object  through  its  own  medium. 

That  such  was  the  case  in  the  present  instance 
appears,  first,  from  the  different  shade  of  opinion,  ex- 
hibited by  the  two  consultants,  the  one  characterizing 
the  state  as  "fracture  of  the  anatomical  neck  of  the 
humerus,"  thus  marking  the  course  of  the  fracture  as 
so  completely  transverse,  that  it  occupied  only  an 
imaginary  line,  possessing  neither  breadth  nor  exten- 
sion ;  the  other  conceiving  that  the  fracture  was 
oblique,  conveying  the  impression  of  a  split  bone,  per- 
ceiving a  fissure  or  sulcus  of  considerable  length,  and 
confirming  these  views  by  the  extent  of  the  surface  of 
crepitation. 

It  is  obvious,  that  with  opinions  so  sorted,  formed 
by  observers  at  the  same  moment,  the  ones  could  not 


MALIGNANT  DISEASE  OF  THE  HUMERUS; 


9 


have  been  well  defined-,  and  the  probability  exists  that 
neither  judgment  could  have  been  correct. 

Both,  however,  coneor  in  the  existence  of  fracture, 
but  as  the  attend  firm  of  the  shoolder  is  to  be  ac- 
counted for  on  a  different  hypothesis,  and  as  the  two 
are  not  agreed  as  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
injury  which  the  bone  has  received,  the  only  sensible 
sign  of  fracture  on  which  they  are  agreed,  is  the 
presence  of  crepitation.  But  this  of  itself  is  insuffi- 
cient to  establish  the  existence  of  fracture,  because 
fracture  may  exist  without  it,  if  the  fragments  are  not 
in  contact  with  each  other,  and  if  there  are  no  ine- 
qualities in  the  new  surfaces ;  and  therefore  crepita- 
tion might  not  have  existed  in  the  present  case,  where 
there  is  supposed  to  have  been  a  fissure  in  the  split 
bone,  and  the  shaft  of  the  humerus  to  have  been  pul- 
led much  inwards  and  upwards  by  muscular  action. 
And  again,  cntpitation  may  exist  without  fracture, — 
some  inflammatory  or  undefined  alteration  in  joints, 
and  their  neighbouring  bursas  and  sheaths  of  tendons, 
may  occasion  a  simitar  phenomenon,  so  that  this  is 
not  to  be  relied  upon. 

This  is  still  farther  strengthened  by  the  supposed 
condition  of  the  parts,  a  fortnight  afterwards,  when  it 
appears  that  the  fissure  was  lessened,  crepitation  was 
gone,  and  union,  though  it  might  be  ligamentous  had 
commenced  j— a  memorable  instance  of  the  influence 
of  preconceived  views,  even  upon  enlightened  and 
scientific  minds,  and  strong  corroborative  testimony 
to  the  non-existence  of  fracture.  For  if  fracture 
had  existed,  it  must  have  been  occasioned  by  violence 
or  auoryanuatim.  We  have  already  shown  that  it 
could  not  have  been  the  result  of  the  former ;  but 
admitting  that  it  woe  so — that  union  had  commenced, 
and  advanced  considerably  towards  the  third  week 
in  August,  how  account  for  the  development  and 
unwearied,  unchecked  progress  of  malignant  action, 
from  the  30th  of  that  month  ?  Was  this  the  result 
of  the  application  of  splints,  bandages,  &c? 
Assonspi/r  wot  :  and  if  not,  we  conclude  that 
malignant  action  existed  beforehand,  though  in  a  less 
marked  degree;  bst  if  this  were  the  case,  the  frac- 
ture was  not  from  violence,  the  advancing  union 
existing  only  in  the  previously  biassed  opinions  of 
the  surgeons. 

Urn  production  of  this  previously  biassed  opinion 
m  moat  easily  explained — the  first  impression  on  seeing 
the  shoulder,,  was  fracture  of  the  neck ;  the  mischiev- 
ous changes  in  the  neighbourhood  from  malignant 
inflammation  gave  the  crepitation.  A  healthy  humerus 
in  a  thin  muscular  subject,  gives,  on  examination 
with  the  fingers,  quite  the  impression  of  a  longitudinal 
sulcus  or  groove  running  along  its  interior  edge,  and 
these  things,  added  to  the  apparent  change  of  form, 
were  ooufirmstion  strong  of  fracture. 

But  we  muft  take  the  other  position,  that  fracture 
existed  as  a  consequence  of  cancerous  or  malignant 
disorganization.  That  it  afterwards  existed  has  been 
demonstrated ;  but  if  this  disease  bad  proceeded  to  such 
an  extent  in  the  beginning  of  August,  how  came  it  to 
pans  that  the  work  of  reparation  had  so  rapidly 
mfmmeed  on  the  third  week  ?  It  is  easy  to  understand 
that  crepitation  might  have  been  lessened  by  advanc- 
ing ulceration  and  absorption ;  but  then  there  would 
nave  been  a  corresponding  increase  of  mobility,  and 
greater  separation  of  the  head  from  the  shaft,  instead 
of,  as  is  reported,  greater  firmness  and  advancing 
union.  On  the  whole,  therefore,  we  must  conclude 
that  the  bone  was  not  fractured. 

V.  Lastly,  the  only  other  practical  point,  which 
"  is  to  he  examined,  is— if  the  disease  and  its 
had  been  detected  earlier,  might  it  have  been 
ed?  and  could  anything  have  been  further 
i  to  arrest  and  subdue  this  morbid  action  ? 

To  the  first  question  I  am  disposed  to  reply,  that  it 
has  ever  been  say  opinion,  that  if  malignant  disease  in 
a  part,  could  he  resaoved  before  the  constitution  had 
participated  in  the  malignant  action,  it  might  be 


effectually  isolated.  Numerous  cases  have  occurred 
as  proofs  of  this  position  during  a  practice  of  more 
than  thirty  years.  But  it  is  a  mistake  to  suppose 
that  the  absorbent  vessels  and  glands,  are  the  only 
agents  in  conveying  this  poison  to  different  parts  of 
the  system.  The  law  of  symmetry,  or  that  which  con- 
nects the  sympathies  of  organs  by  means  of  nervous 
influence,  as  for  instance,  the  eyes,  mammas,  testes, 
hands,  feet,  Ac,  operates  as  a  powerful  agent  in  de- 
veloping morbid  sympathy.  But  a  still  more  frequent 
and  often  overlooked  agent  is  the  blood.  The  rudi- 
ments of  malignant  action  are  conveyed  into  the 
general  circulating  system  by  the  poisoned  blood  of 
the  diseased  part,  and  as  they  traverse  every  part  of 
the  animal  economy,  are  deposited  wherever  they 
find  an  agreeable  nidus,  and  form  the  nuclei  of  fresh 
morbid  action.  I  need  scarcely  say  how  beautifully 
this  law  was  exhibited  in  the  case  now  recorded,  by 
the  universality  of  a  similar  morbid  action. 

So  much  for  the  general  principle ;  but  with  regard 
to  its  application  to  the  present  case,  it  is  very  mani- 
fest that  no  operation  could  have  been  of  any  avail, 
unless  at  an  early  stage  of  the  disease,  because  isola- 
tion of  the  mprbid  structures  would  have  been  im- 
possible. But  do  we  possess  any  means  of  distinguish- 
ing in  its  early  stage,  malignant  action  from  simple 
periosteal  inflammation — from  death  of  the  bone,  or . 
other  diseases  which  admit  of  ultimate  relief  either 
by  the  agency  of  nature,  or  by  the  skill  of  the  surgeon, 
without  having  recourse  to  the  loss  of  an  entire  limb  ? 
1  think  not  :  and  if  not,  who  is  there  among  us,  who 
will  peril  the  life  of  a  patient,  and  subject  him  to  a 
fearful  mutilation,  upon  the  possibility  of  malignant 
action  ?  Hence  it  follows  that  an  operation  at  an 
early  period  would  have  been  unjustifiable, — that  at 
a  late  period  it  must  have  been  useless,  and  therefore 
wickedly  cruel. 

But  could  anything  have  been  done  that  was  not 
done,  with  a  fair  prospect  of  arresting  the  morbid 
action  ?  I  confess  that  I  am  not  aware  of  any  such 
means,  but  I  leave  this  question  to  be  answered  by  the 
profession. 


W.  NBWNHAM. 


Farnham,  Feb.  29, 1844. 


ON  THE  EMPLOYMENT  OF  tUGlTAUS 

DURING  THE  PREMONITORY  SYMPTOMS  Of 

STHENIC  EPILEPSY. 

By  R.  Wakefield  Scott,  M.D.,  Livbsjoqx.  " 

•■— ~~  t 

It  is  now  some  time  since  I  was  led  accidentally  to 
the  employment  of  digitalis  in  epilepsy,  in  a  mode 
which  I  think  has  not  been  usually  adopted,  and  from 
the  success  which  attended  it,  I  was  induced  to  publish* 
an  account  of  it  in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical 
JomnaL    (No.  00.,  p.  19.) 

I  have  subsequently  employed  it  with  equal  advan- 
tage in  several  other  cases ;  and  it  was  aba  adopted 
at  my  suggestion,  on  rather  an  extensive  scale,  and 
with  very  beneficial  results,  on  maniacal  epileptics,  by 
the  late. Mr.  Davidson,  Surgeon  to  the  Lancaster 
Lunatic  Asylum. 

The  case  to  which  I  have  alluded,  was  that  ef  a  boy  ' 
aged  13,  almost  an  idiot,  of  a  sanguine  and  irritable 
habit,  who  for  several  years  had  been  subject  to 
epilepsy,  and  at  the  period  when  he  came  under  nty 
care  the  attacks  amounted  to  from  12  to  20  daily,  of 
more  or  less  intensity,  and  were  invariably  preceded  by  " 
convulsive  muscular  motions,  suffusion,  of  the  face! 
and  other  signs  of  increased  vascular  action. 

In  administering  the  tincture  of  digitalis,  hfe  mother 
Observed  that  when  she  gave  it,  after  the  twitching*, 
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m  she  farmed  then,  had  come  on,  they  were  very 
much  diminished,  and  by  repeating  the  dose,  some- 
times ceased,  without  any  paroxysm  following. 

She  was  therefore  directed  to  administer  it  only  at 
each  times,  and  in  such  quantities  as  might  be 
sufficient  to  allay  the  twitchings.  By  following  this  plan 
she  was  enabled  to  arrest  the  paroxysms  for  a  con- 
siderable time,  and  they  only  occurred  when  the 
me&eine  was  omitted,  or  when  she  was  afraid  of 
giving  it  In  a  sufficient  quantity;  and  when  I  lost 
sight  of  him,  notwithstanding  the  discontinuance .  of 
the  medicine,  he  had  been  perfectly  free  from  afn 
attack  for  four  months,  whilst  no  other  remedies  pf 
any  kind  had  been  employed. 

From  20  to  30  minims  were  generally  sufficient, 
but  on  one  occasion  60  were  given  before  the  twitch* 
Ings  subsided.  No  bad  effects  ever  followed  the 
administration  of  these  large  doses,  and  it  would  seem 
that  the  constitutional  excitement  and  sedative  influ- 
ence of  the  remedy  were  neutralized  by  their  conflicting 
agency.  It  has  been  stated  by  Georget,  that  pref 
monitory  symptoms  do  not  occur  in  more  than  five 
cases  in  a  hundred,*  but  according  to  the  statistical 
observations  of  M.  Beau,  they  are  observed  in  about 
half  the  attacks  which  take  place  5 1  and  in  my  own 
experience,  the  latter  is  by  far  the  most  correct  state* 
ment,  though  in  many  instances  they  are  very  transient, 
and  do  not  admit  of  the  employment  of  any  counter* 
acting  measure,  though  they  are  often  sufficiently: 
prolonged  to  allow  their  application. 

In  the  sthenic  species  of  epilepsy,  the  premonitory 
symptoms  which  have  come  under  my  observation, 
have  usually  been  those  or  nervous  and  vascular) 
excitement,  gradually  increasing  until  the  cerebro- 
spinal congestion  has  been  sufficient  to  produce  the 
paroxysm ;  and  it  seemed  reasonable  to  suppose,  that 
if  the  excitement  could  be  allayed,  the  paroxysm' 
might  be  arrested,  and  by  continued  prevention,  the 
disease  might  be  eventually  removed,  provided  it  was 
not  dependent  upon  organic  causes.  This  has  been  4 
effected  in  so  many  instances,  by  the  instrumentality 
of  digitalis,  without  detriment  to  the  powers  of  the 
constitution,  that  I  cannot  but  think,  that  it  presents  a ; 
valuable  resource,  and  is  deserving  of  a  more  extended 
trial  in  similar  cases. 

Iu  consequence  of  having  described  this  mode  of 
treatment  in  my  lectures,  I  have  been  recently  favoured 
with  the  following  case,  in  confirmation  of  its  utility, 
by  an  intelligent  pupil,  Mr.  Eccleston,  who  is  con- 
nected with  the  Eastern  Dispensary,  which  may  per- 
haps be  thought  not  unworthy  of  insertion. 

"  Owen  Jones,  a  lad,  aged  12,  of  rather  an  idiotie 
expression  of  countenance,  and  residing  in  Birkett 
Street,  came  under  my  care  on  the  29th  of  January  last. 
He  had  been  for  two  years  the  subject  of  epileptic 
attacks,  but  these  did  not  occur  so  frequently  as  to 
excite  much  alarm  in  the  minds  of  his  parents.  I  learnt 
that  from  last  October  up  to  the  time  I  first  saw  him, 
the  fits  had  increased  in  frequency,  and  then  occurred 
every  15  or  20  minutes.  These  attacks  were  always 
preceded  by  increased  action  of  the  heart,  which  acted 
aa  a  warning  to  his  friends  of  the  coming  attack. 

•' "When  first  seen  he  was  ordered  five  grains  of  calo- 
mel and  five  grains  of  compound  scaimnoay  powder, 
in  order  to  remove  any  source  of  irritation  that  might 
exist  in  the  intestines.  After  that  we  tried  digitalis 
on  Dr.  Scott's  plan,  regulating  the  dose  by  the  effect 
on  the  heart's  action.  He  took  five  minims  at  the  com- 
mencement, with  good  effect  }  his  largest  dose  was  half 
a  teaspoonful,  or  about  30  minims.  He  rapidly  impro- 
ved, and  alter  taking  it  a  fortnight,  the  fits  entirely 
left  him,  and  he  has  had  no  return  of  them  up  to  the 
present  time." 

Liverpool,  March  13, 1844. 

•  Diet,  de  Med. :  Art,  M  EpUepsie." 
xttossVfltJtdtJIM,   ?*MS, 


ON  MALIGNANT  PUERPERAL  FEVER. 


TO  THE  EDITOR  OP  THE  FBOVllfCIAL  MEDICAL   AND 
SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

Sir, 
In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  your 
circular,  I  venture  to  send  you  a  few  hastily  drawn 
up  remarks  on  Puerperal  Fever,  of  which  I  have  seen 
more  esses  during  the  last  year  and  a  half  than  I  bad 
done  in  forty  years  previous  practice.  The  treatment 
recommended  is  the  only  one  which  I  have  seen  at 
all  successful.  So  much  has  been  written  on  this  sub- 
ject, that  I  do  not  know  whether  or  not  you  will  think 
the  accompanying  observations  at  all  worth  inserting 
in  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  If  you 
do,  they  are  much  at  your  service. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
W.  HENCHMAN  CROWFOOT, 
Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons. 
Beccles,  March  20, 1844. 


The  interesting  cases  of  Malignant  Puerperal  Fever, 
which  have  lately  been  published  by  Mr.  Storr  and 
Mr.  Fisher,  in  the  Provincial  Medical  Journal,  cannot 
fail;  to  have  painfully  caHed  the  attention  Of  the 
profession  to  the  uncertainty  which  prevails,  amongst 
writers  and  practitioners,  as  to  the  nature  and  treat- 
ment of  this  pre-eminently  fatal  disease. 

Some  authors  consider  Puerperal  Fever  as  purely 
inflammatory,  non-contagious,  and  almost  certainly 
controllable  by  the  free  use  of  the  lancet ;  whilst  others 
believe  it  to  be  highly  contagious,  class  it  with  typhus, 
and  place  all  their  hopes  of  cure  on  supporting  the 
depressed  powers  of  the  system. 

As  it  is  important  that  the  medical  attendant  should 
have  some  principle  on  which  to  found  hjs  treatment, 
under  the  appalling  circumstances  which  accompany 
the  prevalence  of  this  most  formidable  disorder,  it  ma} 
not  be  unprofitable  to  take  a  hasty  survey  of  such  facts 
as  have  been  recorded,  and  of  such  opinions  as  have 
been  formed  by  the  most  cautious  and  experienced 
observers  of  the  disease,  and  to  examine  the  bearing 
they  have  on  the  above  questions. 

The  contagious  character  of  malignant  Puerperal 
Fever  is,  perhaps,  better  established  by  such  oases  aa 
those  of  Mr.  Storr  and  Mr.  Fisher,  which  were  scat* 
tered  over  a  considerable  extent  of  country,  than  by 
such  as  have  been  concentrated  in  hospitals,  or  large 
towns,  where  the  patients  may  have  been  exposed  to 
some  local  and  common  source  of  disease.  Hie  evi- 
dence afforded  by  the  above  cases  would  be  sufficient 
to  induce  every  conscientious  practitioner,  to  be  very 
cautious  how  he  hazarded  the  extension  of  so  fatal  a 
malady,  by  allowing  himself  to  become  the  medium  of 
its  communication,  even  if  it  were  unsupported  by  the 
testimony  of  the  great  majority  of  those  who  have 
written  on  the  subject.  Mr.  Fisher  proved  that  the 
most  careful  ablution,  and  the  most  entire  change  of 
raiment,  were  not  sufficient  to  prevent  his  conveying 
the  poison  from  one  patient  to  another,  and  that 
nothing  but  a  temporary  retirement  from  the  practice 
of  midwifery  was  a  security  against  his  continuing  to 
extend  the  disorder. 

Puerperal  Fever  appears  to  have  been  known  and 
described  by  the  Greek  and  Arabian  physicians ;  but, 
according  to  Dr.  Hulme,  Dr.  Strother  was  the  first  to 
designate  the  disease  by  that  name,  in  his  Criticon 
Febrium,  published  in  1716.  Dr.  Strother,  however, 
says  but  little  about  it,  and  evidently  considered  it  to 
depend  on  uterine  inflammation. 

Dr.  Hulme,  in  his  treatise  on  Puerperal  Fever,  pub- 
lished in  1772.  has  given  the  histories  of  seven  fatal 
cases,  with  their  post-mortem  examinations;  «s>  aH  he 
found  tht  raula  of  tafcuire  inflammstiw),  sush  as 
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sero-purulent  effusions,  gangrene  of  the  omentum,  &c. 
Dr.  Hulme  has  also  collected  the  opinions  of  most  of 
the  authors,  who  have  written  on  the  subject,  from 
Hippocrates  to  his  own  time,  and  the  greater  part 
seem  to  be  in  favour  of  the  inflammatory  origin  of  the 
disease. 

Dr.  Burns,  in  his  valuable  work  on  the  Principles  of 
Midwifery,  besides  his  own  views,  has  given  a  long 
list  of  more  modern  authors,  with  a  summary  of  their 
opinions,  and  here,  though  the  discrepancy  is  greater, 
the  preponderance  of  authority  is  in  the  same  direc- 
tion. 

By  far  the  most  comprehensive  treatise,  however, 
which  I  have  met  with,  on  this  disease,  is  that  of  Dr. 
Robert  Lee,  in  the  Cyclopaedia  of  Practical  Medicine. 
Few  men  have  had  so  much  experience  as  Dr.  Lee  in 
this  horrible  disorder,  and  still  fewer  have  so  diligently 
availed  themselves  of  their  opportunities  for  investiga- 
ting its  nature.  I  gladly  quote  the  result  of  his  own 
enquiries,  as  well  as  that  of  the  authors  to  whom  he 
refers,  as  they  bo  entirety  accord  with  my  own  expe- 
rience. 

"Of  fifty-six  fatal  cases,  Dr.  Lee  examined  the 
i  of  forty-four,  and  in  all  he  found  the  results  of 
nation,  either  in  the  peritoneal  coat  of  the 
j  or  of  the  uterine  appendages,  in  the  muscular 
tissue,  in,  the  veins,  or  in  the  absorbents  of  the  uterus, 
which  accounted  in  a  most  satisfactory  manner  for  the 
constitutional  disturbance  during  life.  The  peritoneum 
and  the  uterine  appendages  were  found  inflamed  in 
thirty-two  cases  ;  in  twenty-four  eases  there  was  uterine 
phlebitis ;  in  ten  there  was  inflammation  and  softening 
of  the  muscular  tissue  of  the  uterus ;  and  in  four  the 
absorbents  were  filled  with  pus." 

In  the  destructive  fever  which  prevailed  in  Paris,  in 
1746,  as  described  by  M.  Malonin,  inflammatory 
results  were  found  on  the  examination  of  the  dead 
bodies,  as  was  also  the  case  in  those  examined  by  M. 
Tenon  in  subsequent  epidemics." 

Dr.  Lee  states,  "  that  fifty-six  bodies  of  women,  who 
had  died  in  tjm  general  hospital  at  Vienna,  in  the 
autumn  of  1819,  were  examined,  and  that  in  all  these,* 
except  in  two,'  who  had  died  a  considerable  time  sub-t 
sequent  to  delivery,  effusions  of  sero-purulent  fluid 
were  found  in  the'  abdominal  cavity,  and  traces  of 
inflammation  id  one  or  more  of  the  abdominal  viscera; 
the  ovaria  and  fallopian  tubes  were  always  more  or 
less  swollen,  and  the  body  of  the  uterus  was  softened 
by  inflammation,  and  easily  broken  down  by  the*  fin- 
gers. Pine),  Bichat,  La  Roche,  and  Gardien,  found 
the  peritoneum  inflamed  in  so  many  cases  that  they 
considered  the  disease  to  depend  on  inflammation  of 


Dr.  Denman,  in  the  early  part  of  his  practice,  was 
fearful  of  the  abstraction  of  blood,  on  account  of  the 
attendant  debility,  but  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life 
acknowledged  himself  to  be  a  convert  to  the  judicious 
use  of  the  lancet. 

Guinot,  who  published  several  successful  cases  in 
the  37th  number  of  the  Recueil  Periodique  de  la 
Societe  de  Medicine  de  Paris,  to  prove  that  carbonate 
of  potass  was  an  antidote  for  Puerperal  Fever,  con- 
stantly leeched  the  vagina  very  freely,  and  always 
with  advantage. 

If,  in  addition  to  the  above  facts,  we  consider  that, 
generally,  one  of  the  very  first  symptoms  is  pain  in 
the  region  of  the  uterus,  with  tenderness  on  pressure, 
we  can  scarcely  fail  to  conclude  that  inflammation  is 
the  primary  and  essential  affection,  and  that  the 
attendant  fever  is  the  consequence,  and  that  it  is 
modified  in  its  character  by  the  nature  of  the 
innamnmtion. 

The  Puerperal  Fever  which  is  associated  with,  what 
is  called,  healthy  inflammation  of  the  womb— that  is 
with  that  form  of  inflammation  which  produces 
plastic  exudation  and  purulent  effusion,  is  sthenic  in 
its  character,  is  sometimes  epidemic,  but  is  generally 
occasioned  by  exposure  to  ceid»  pr  by  some  accj* 


dental  circumstance,  is  rarely,  if  ever,  contagious,  and 
is  generally  controllable  by  the  free  use  of  the  lancet, 
and  strictly  antiphlogistic  means. 

The  malignant,  or  asthenic  Puerperal  Fever,  on  the 
other  hand,  is  found  in  connection  with  inflammation 
of  an  erythematic  kind,  the  tendency  of  which  is  to 
extend  insidiously  from  organ  to  organ,  and  from 
tissue  to  tissue,  occasioning  sero-purulent  effusions, 
softening  of  muscular  fibre  and  gangrene  ;  and  often 
attacking  both  veins  and  absorbents. 

In  this  fearful  form  of  the  disease  a  subtle  poison 
appears  to  be  generated,  which  is  capable  of  being 
conveyed,  either  mediately  or  immediately,  .from  a 
diseased  to  a  previously  healthy  parturient  patient, 
and  of  exciting  a  similar  set  of  morbid  actions.  If 
the  inflammation  be  not  checked  at  its  onset,  it  seems 
to  have  the  power  of  multiplying  the  poison,  and  of 
speedily  depressing,  irrecoverably,  the  powers  of  the 
system.  *        ' 

If  the  above  view  of  the  disease  be  a  correct  one, 
it  follows  that  the  most  energetic  means  should  be 
employed,  at  U$  very  commencement,  to  arrest  the 
progress  of  the  inflammation ;  for  so  speedily  da  the 
vital  powers  succumb  under  its  influence,  that  the 
very  remedies  which,  if  early  used,  offer  the  best 
chance  for  saving  the  patient,  employed  a  little  too 
late,  but  hurry  on  a  fatal  termination.  Caution, 
however,  as  well  as  energy  is  required,  and  the 
remedies  must  be  proportioned'  to  the  powers  of  the 
patient,  as  well  as  to  the  urgency  of  the  symptom's.' 

One  or,  at  the  most,  two  bleedings  to  fairitness,  from 
the  arm,  may  be  employed  in  the  fir*t  twenty-four 
hour*;  bat,  as  far  as  inj[  own  experience  goes,  the 
nml-  fo»er/kl  remediee  are  derivative  bleedings  from 
the  vulva  or  anut  by  leeches^-oh  the  same  principle  of 
derivation,  a  scruple  dose  of  calomel,  followed,  if 
necessary,  by  a  saline  aperient,  will  aid  in  cutting 
short  the  disease. 

After  this  time  the  treatment  should  *be  of  the 
•most  soothing  description — warm  stupes  should  be 
applied  to  the  abdomen— combined  doses  of  calomel 
and  opium  should  be  given  to  allay  irritation,  with 
some  saline  febrifuge,  and  the  patient's  strength  should 
be  supported  by  mild  nourishment.  As  the  disease 
advances  it  must  be  left  to  the  tact  and  judgment  of 
the  practitioner,  to  vary  the  treatment  according  to 
the  prevalence  of  symptoms  of  undue  action,  -or  of 
exhaustion  \  but  under  the  most  judicious  manage- 
ment the  result  will  be  but  too  frequently  disastrous." 

It  has  been  said  by  some  eminent  writers  that  fatal 
cases  have  occurred  where  no  morbid  changes  have 
been  afterwards  discoverable  :  it  may  nave  sometimes 
happened  that  the  examination  has  not  been  suffi- 
ciently searching;  or,  it  is  not -Impossible,  that,  in 
particular  subjects,  or  where  the  poison 'has  been 
unusually  virulent,  a  fatal  result  may  have  been  pro- 
duced before  any  permanent  change  had  taken  place, 
and  when  the  blush  of  inflammation  wouMbe  removed 
by  death- 
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The  present  number  of  this  journal  re'  the  first 
of  a  new  series  devoted  entirely  to  the  interests ' 
of  the  Provincial.  Medical  and  Surgical  Association, 
and  published  under  thocontroul  of  its  officers  and  ' 
council.  The  work  will  from  this  time  be  exclu- 
sively the  journal  of  the  Association,  and  no  otlier 
interests,  whether  of  publisher  or  proprietor,  will  be 
Afiered  to  infected    Tfee  paaejpkt  w  which  it 
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is  intended  to  conduct  it  are  precisely  those  on 
which  the  Association  is  itself  founded,  and  em- 
brace all  those  objects  which  are  set  forth  in 
the  printed  prospectus  sent  to  each  member  on  his 
admission,  and  annually  circulated  with  the  volumes 
of  transactions.  Among  these,  while  other  con- 
siderations  will  not  be  lost  sight  of,  it  will  ever 
be  a  primary  object  to  maintain  "the  honour  and 
respectability  of  the  profession  generally  in  the 
provinces,"  and  to  uphold  the  character  and  pro- 
mote Jibe  welfare  of  its  members.  Care  will  be 
taken  to  supply  from  time  to  time  every  informa- 
tion connected  with  medical  science  which  seems 
worthy  to  engage  attention ;  but,  intended  as  the 
journal  is,  for  circulation  amongst  a  body  of  the 
profession  for  the  most  part  deeply  engaged  in 
practical  duties,  those  subjects  which  have  a  direct 
practical  bearing  will  always  occupy  the  most  pro- 
minent place.  These,  however,  are  points  on 
which  the  future  numbers  of  the  work  will  afford 
the  least  questionable  testimony,  although  it  may 
well  be  permitted  to  the  Editor  to  appeal  to  the 
numerous  and  valuable  collection  of  facts  registered 
by  the  members  of  the  Association  in  the  volumes 
of  the  Provincial  Medical  Journal,  as  affording 
evidence  of  what  can  be  done  by  provincial  prac- 
titioners. The  original  papers  and  cases  sent  by 
various  members  of  the  Association,  form  not  only 
the  most  practical  but  the  most  valuable  part  of  the 
journal  hitherto  supplied,  while  many  of  these  com- 
munications are  equal  in  general  interest  and  im- 
portance to  any  of  a  li|te  nature  published  tlsewhere. 
It  is  the  opinion  of  several  eminent  individuals  for 
whose  judgment  we  have  the  highest  respect,  that 
much  more  may  be  effected  in  this  way  than  has 
hitherto  been  done,  and  we  believe  that  it  requires 
only  a  moderate  degree  of  exertion  in  the  members 
of  the  Association  to  make  their  journal  the  richest 
in  original  communications  of  any  existing  periodi- 
cal. Hie  £eki  of  observation  is  widely  extended, 
the  cultivators  numerous,  intelligent,  and  effective ; 
it  is  only  required  that  they  should  record  the 
results  of  their  experience,  and  both  the  Transac- 
tions and  the  Journal  of  the  Association  will  be 
able  to  stand  a  comparison  with  the  literary  pro- 
ductions of  any  society  hitherto  established. 

We  do  not  commence  with  professions  of  what  is 
to  be  effected,  but  while  we  are  desirous  of  keeping 
the  expenditure  of  the  Journal  within  the  compass 
of  the  funds  which  have  hitherto  been  devoted  by 
the  Association  to  this  object,  we  shall  at  all  times 
endeavour  to  furnish  our  readers  with  information 
to  the  full  extent  of  the  means  placed  at  our  dispo- 
sal. Whenever,  therefore,  there  is  an  accumula- 
tion of  original  matter  in  hand,  of  sufficient  volue 
and  importance  to  call  for  its  early  publication,  we 
shall  supply  the  members  either  with  a  supplement 
or  a  double  number,  as  occasion  may  require. 


The  day  of  publication  will  henoesovward  bo- 
Wednesday,  instead  of  Saturday,  an  aherattot* 
adopted  partly  to  meet  the  wishes  of  many  estimable 
members  of  the  Association,  who  have  at  different 
times  expressed  objections  to  the  receipt  Of  the 
Journal  on  the  Sunday,  and  partly  to  ensure  that 
regularity  in  its  publication  and  transmission,  the 
want  of  which  has,  of  late,  been  the  subject  of 
complaint. 

It  is  unnececsary  to  enter  further  into  de&aHft,  an<f 
the  Editor  has  now  only  the  grateful  task  to  return, 
his  best  thanks  to  those  gentlemen  who  have  bitawsto 
so  materially  contributed  to  the  value  of  the  former 
series  of  the  Journal,  and  to  many  esteemed  friends 
who  have  kindly  engaged  to  support  him  in  bis 
present  undertaking. 


On  the  Nature  and  Trkatmkntov  Tie-Dorr lottk-  « 
eux,  Sciatica,  am  othml  Nbttralgtc  Disor- 
ders.   By  Henry  Hunt,  M.D.,  &c.    London, 
1844.    8vo.,pp.  191. 

This  very  moderate-sired  and  unpretending  volume 
is  an  endeavour  to  trace  the  severe  and  painful 
affection*  classed  under  the  term  neuralgia,  and 
especially  the  most  obstinate  and  severe  of  them  aH, 
tic-douloureux,  to  different  causes.  The  author  prac- 
tised for  many  years  in  the  south  of  Devon,  the  warm, 
humid,  and  relaxing  climate  of  which  Is,  we  are  told, 
peculiarly  calculated  to  produce  the  hind  of  habit 
most  favourable  for  the  development  of  those  nervous 
diseases,  which  depend  on  weakness  and  relaxation. 
From  his  many  opportunities  of  observation,  Dr. 
Hunt  was  ultimately  led  to  conclude  that  tic-doulour- 
eux  takes  its  rise  in  different  individuals  m  very 
opposite  conditions  of  the  system,  and  consequently 
requires  a  corresponding  variation  in  the  treatment. 
The  treatise  consists  of  brief  abstracts  of  cases, 
selected  and  arranged  under  different  heads  to  exem- 
plify the  results  of  his  experience,  together  with  some 
remarks  on  the  means  which  were  found  most  effica- 
cious in  removing  or  relieving  the  symptoms.  We  ' 
have  thus  an  account  of  tic-douloureux,  as  it  arises 
from  some  peculiarity  of  constitution  or  neuralgic 
habit;  from  dyspepsia;  from  dyspepsia, complicated 
with  congestion  of  the  liver  and  other  viscera;  from 
anaemia;  from  morbid  action  in  the  spine  $  from  dis- 
order of  the  uterus;  from  disease  of  the  brain;  from 
local  mechanical  causes;  from  malaria,  recession  of 
eruptions,  and  other  sources.  This  endeavour  to  trace 
to  its  causes  the  disease  referred  to,  is  preceded  by  a 
brief  description  of  its  symptoms  and  progress;  eat* 
followed  by  some  observations  on  periodical  headache, 
sciatica,  intermittent  action,  the  use  of  sedatives,  the 
sesqui-Qxyde  of  iron,  the  use  of  arsenic,  and  local 
remedies.  Having  thus  given  our  readers  a  short 
summary  of  what  the  work  contains,  we  proceed  by 
way  of  illustration  to  make  a  few  extracts,  and  as  Dr. 
Hunt  relics  much  on  the  powers  of  arsenic  in  several 
forms  of  neuralgic  affection,  it  wiH  be  well  to  quote 
his  remarks  on  the  use  of  that  remedy. 

"  Arsenic,"  be  observes,  "operates  most  favourably 
on  persons  who  are  of  lax  fibre,  accompanied  by  a 
languid  state  of  the  circulation,  and  whose  secretions 
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are  rather  profuse  than  otherwise ;  the  urine  pale  and 
plentiful,  and  store  especially  on*  those  whose  skin  is 
cold  and  moist.  In  persons  of  this  description,  whilst 
arsenic,  to  an  extent  far  beyond  other  medicines, 
relieves  the  neuralgic  pain,  it  improves  the  general 
hssltivasNl  fives  firmness  and  vigour  to  the  constitu- 
tion. When  the  urine  is  of  a  deep  colour  and  scantily 
secreted,  or  when  it  deposits  the  lithate  of  ammonia, 
the  tongue  loaded,  especially  if  the  tip  or  edges  of  it 
are  red  $  arsenic  almost  invariably  disagrees,  and 
aggriffttes  the  pain.  But  as  this  morbid  state  of  the 
fyttem  frequently  depends  on,  or  is  complicated 
wim,  disorder  of  some  important  viscus ;  arsenic 
till  often  agree,  and  relieve  the  neuralgic  pain, 
after  the  visceral  disorder  has  been  removed  by 
appropriate  remedies.  Arsenic  is  a  peculiarly  appro* 
prate  remedy  for  neuralgia,  arising  from  malaria, 
enaeeiaUy  X  it  he  strictly  of  an  Intermittent  character ; 
indeed,  most  cases  of  neuralgia,  in  which  there  is 
distinct  and  •regular  intermissions  of  pain,  from 
whatever  cause  the  disease  may  have  arisen,  are  likely 
to  be  benefitted  by  the  class  of  remedies,  of  which, 
arsenic  is  the  type  of  the  mineral ;  as  qumtne  is  of  the 
vegetable ;  with  the  proviso,  that  the  system  is  in  a  state 
fitted  for  the  reception,  of  them."— "  When  neuralgia 
is  associated  with  some  morbid  action  in  the  spine, 
with  ansstnia;  or  arises  from  injuries  of  nerves; 
or  local  irritation  of  nerves  by  diseases  or  unnatural 
growth  of  bone ;  or  if  it  be  complicated  with  engorge- 
saent  of  the  liver  and  other  viscera ;  arsenic  is  usually 
injurious,  and  I  believe,  seldom  useful." — "  During  the 
exhibition  of  arsenic,  the  use  of  fruit  and  every  kind  of 
acid  should  be  interdicted,  otherwise  from  the  griping, 
pinching  pains  in  the  bowels  and  diarrhoea,  which 
they  are  apt  to  produce,  It  will  be  found  necessary, 
occasionally  to  omit  the  medicine.'  In  cases,  where  it 
found  requisite  to  prepare  the  patient  by 
j  and  the  use  of  calomel,  arsenic  will  operate 
t  easily,  if  a  grain  of  calomel,  for  a  few  successive 
nights,  or  an  occasional  aperient  be  given  with  it." 
pp.  173-6. 

Dr.  Hunt  recommends  that  at  first  fron>  two  to 

sow  minims  only  of   the  liquor  potass®   arsenitis 

should  be  given  three  times  a  day,  combined  with 

the   quantity  of  the   compound  tincture  of 

and  if  acid  be  present,  with  a  few  grains  of 

bicarbonate  of  potash;  an  additional  minim  of  the 

arsenical  solution  to  be  added  daily  until  some  effect 

as  produced.    The  arsenic  may  then  usually  be  con- 

tinted  for  a  few  days  without  farther  increase  of  the 

dose,  and  when  the  neuralgic  pain  is  diminished  it 

anay  be  omitted  altogether.    It  will,  however,  generally 

■as  accessary  to  resume  the  medicine,  as  the  pain  not 

ssHsfiiqiiently  returns,  when  it  should  be  again  com* 

aaac ii Lid  in  the  same  small  doses  as  at  first.    The 

aanathoc  has  met  with  several  cases  of  neuralgia  in  which 

tftc  disease  insisted  the  effects  of  arsenic  in  solution, 

Basest  yielded  when  the  meffirine  was  given  in  the  solid 

In  such  cases,  he  recommends  the  arsenic  to  be 

in  doses  varying  from  cine  twentieth  to  one 

i  of  a  grain,  well  ground  in  a  mortar,  with  a  little 

pepper,  and  made  into  a  pill  with  a  crumb  of. 

It  is  obvious  that  when  administered  in  this 

r  the  greatest  care  is  required  in  the  preparation 

s  of  the  medicine,  as  an  error  in  either  might 

t  to  fatal  results. 


The  treatment  of  neuralgia  by  arsenic  seems  to 
sananre  much  patience  and  perseverence  on  the  part 
t  of  patient  and  physician,  and  many  months  not 
nth/  elapse  before  the  disease  is  entirely  sub- 
Still,  when  the  intrs*teMe  nature  of  many 
i«f  tfck  affection  iiader  ordinary  modes  of  treaty 


ment  is  considered,  and  the  sufferings  to  which  it  gives 
rise  are  kept  in  view,  the  relief  afforded  in  the  first 
instance,  and  the  hope  of  ultimate  cure  will  be  suffi- 
cient inducements  to  give  the  arsenic  a  fair  trial  in 
cases  where  other  remedies  have  failed,  or  in  those  in 
which  its  employment  seems  to  be  especially  indicated. 
It  was  oar  intention  to  refer  to  the  modifications 
of  treatment  recommended  by  Dri  Hunt  in  neuralgic 
affections,  considered  according  to  the  sources  from 
which  they  derive  their  origin,  and  the  peculiar  state 
of  the  system  in  which  they  occur.  Our  limits, 
however,  will  not  admit  of  this,  which  we  the  less 
regret,  since  the  work  is  of  that  practical  character  as 
to  render  it  worthy  of  perusal,  and  at  the  same  time 
so  clearly  and  concisely  written,  as  not  to  make  too 
great  a  demand  upon  the  time  of  those  extensively 
engaged  in  the  active  duties  of  medical  practice. 


CHARTER  OF  THE  COLLEGE  OP  SURGEONS. 


TO  THE  SJS1TOR  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL  WEDIOAL  AftD 
SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

Sir, 
My  attention  has  been  drawn  to  an  article*  in-  the     ■ 
Provincial  Medical  Journal,  No.  181,  p.  477,  on  the 
subject  of  Medical  Reform.    I  allude  to  the  questions  . 
relative  to  the  New  Charter  of  the  College  of  Sur- 
geons, asked  in   the    House   of   Commons  by  Sir 
Valentine  Blake,  on  the  12th  inst.,  and  to  the  answers 
he  received  from  Sir  James  Graham ;  In  one  of  which, 
both  question  and  answer,  there  appears  to  be  an 
important  misunderstanding  of  the  said  charter.    Sir    ■ 
Valentine  Blake's  third  question  is : — 

"  Is  it  your  intention  to  modify  the  Charter,  lately 
granted  to  the  College  of  Surgeons,  of  London,  so  as 
to  allow  prescribing  surgeons,  who  practise  midwifery,  ' 
to  be  eligible  to  the  Fellowship ;  and  also  to  allow  a 
surgeon  apothecary  to  become  immediately  eligible  on 
abandoning  the  business  of  an  apothecary/' 

Sir  James  Graham's  reply  is  r**He  bad  rio  idea  of 
modifying  the  Charter  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  so 
as  to;  make  accoucheurs  eligible  for  the  Fellowship*1* .. 

Now,  Sir,  the  Charter  merely  enacts  that  surgeons, 
practising  midwifery  or  pharmacy,  are  not  eligible  as 
members  of  the  council,  and  not  that  they  are  ineligi- 
ble as  Fellows  of  the  College.  Had  the  latter  been 
the  case,  I  think  that  general  practitioners,  like  myself, 
might  have  had  some  cause  for  complaint,  but  as  to. 
our  not  being  eligible  as  members  of  the  council,  I 
think  we  have  no  right  to  complain  at  all.  It  is  no  new  i 
regulation.  I  tee  that  in  the  book  of  bye-laws  of  the 
College  (I  presume  of  many  years'  standing,  though 
it  beam  no  date),  the  very  first  clause  relative  to  the 
election  and  admission  of  members  of  the  council 
states,  "that  no  member  of  the  college,  whose  practice  , 
is  not  confined  to  surgery,  shall  be  elected  a  member 
of  the  council."  Now  it  seems  to  me  perfectly  right 
and  proper,  considering  the  very  small  number  of  the  v 
council,  and  the  important  duties  they  have  to  per-  * 
form,  that  this  law  should  exist;  and  why  any  gentle* 
men  should  take  it  up  offensively,  as  they  have  done, 
and  represent  it  as  an  intended  insult  and  degradation 
to  the  practice  of  midwifery,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive. 
Certainly,  no  branch  of  medical  practice  is  more  ardu- 
ous, none  more  important,  more  useful,  or  more 
honourable  than  midwifery,  hut  it  is,  in  a  great  degree, 
distinct  from  surgery,— a  department  of  practice,  '♦sui 
generis,"  which  is  not  treated  of  in  systems  or  courses  * 
of  surgical  lectures.  It  is  competent  to  receive  all  the 
honours  of  the  College  of  PbyneitDS,  and  never  can 
b«  lightly  esteemed.  itized  by  C      )Og 
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series  of  numbers,  at  a  cheap  rate,  followed  by  a  com* 
pilation  of  practical,  modern,  scientific  work*,  first 
professional,  and  then  on  the  collateral  sciences,  to  a» 
to  form  a  good  professional  and  scientific  library— a 
thing  so  coreted  by  many  of  us,  yet,  from  the  acpense, 
seldom  acquired,  but  which  every  other  grade.  Km 
for  some  time  past  been  furnished  with* 

Plates  and  works  are  occasionally  published  on  the 
different  subjects,  but  at  such  prices  that  few  country 
practitioners  can  purchase  them,  although  all  acknow- 
ledge the  usefulness  of  them;  and  we  poauss  no 
medical  libraries  in  the  country  to  which  we  can  sub-* 
scribe  and  avail  ourselves  of  them  by  so  doing. 

A  society  called  the  "  Sydenham,"  commenced  last 
year,  which  held  out  prospects  of  fnlfiUmg  she  above 
object;  it  has  however,  proved  a  failure,  although 
amply  supported  by  subscribers,  from  the  mismanage* 
ment  of  the  council  wasting  the  substance  of  the 
society  in  first  publishing  the  life  of  Sydenham  in 
Latin,  of  which  not  one  member  in  a  hundred  will  ever 
cut  the  leaves,  and  then  giving  a  second  edition  of  the 
same  work  (knowing,  I  suppose,  the  disinclination 
there  will  be  to  read  the  Latin  copy)  m  English,  which 
latter  alone  would  have  sufficed. 

Should  the  above  hint  induce  any  competent  person 
to  invent  a  plan,  I  am  convinced,  if  it  were  advertised 
in  the  weekly  medical  publications,  numbers  of  the 
profession  would  instantly  become  subscribers,  and 
amply  repay  the  projector,  as  it  would  tend  greatly  to 
elevate  the  "subordinates  "  in  the  estimation  of  the 
world,  by  affording  them  a  general  source  of  informa- 
tion on  scientific  subjects,  the  comui<  .  topics  of  con- 
versation at  present,  and  on  which  the  "doctor's" 
opinion  is  always  asked  and  tooted  upon  as  an 
authority. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Sir; 

Your  obedient  and  hnmble  servant, 
A  CONSTANT  READER  AND  COUNTRY 
PRACTITIONER, 

March    28,1844. 


There  is,  I  fear,  too  much  reason  to  suspect 
that  the  objection  has  been  raised  for  a  specific 
purpose,  and,  if  gentlemen  will  give  way  to  such  vio- 
lent hostility,  such  exaggerated  expressions  of  feeling 
as  those  which  nave  been  so  profusely  poured  forth  at 
some  recent  Medical  Reform  Meetings,  they  must  not 
complain  if  their  motives  are  narrowly  examined. 

No  right-minded  man;  I  fed  assured,  can  have  read 
the  reports  of  toe  meetings  I  almde  to  without  feelings 
of  indignation  and  regret  The  most  able  and  most 
honourable  members  of  the  profession,  men  distin- 
guished alike  by  talent  as  by  integrity,  have  been  held 
up  to  public  reproach,  and  I  cannot  but  allude  more 
especially  to  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie,  who,  not  shielded 
by  his  high  position  and  pre-eminent  merit,  has  been 
the  object  of  bitterest  abuse.  I  come  forward  boldly 
to  inform  these  gentlemen  that  the  profession  gene- 
rally does  not  concur  in  their  sentiments,  that  an 
astounding  majority  of  the  surgeons  'of  the  present  day 
hold  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie  in  the  very  highest  esteem, 
as  a  man  whose  contributions  in  phyatoiogy,  pathology, 
and  practice,  have  been  of  the  utmost  value.  This 
opinion  has  been  proved  by  the  gratifying  mark  of 
esteem  which  we  have  lately  had  the  honour  of  pre- 
senting to  him. 

By  a  ciacalar,  which  I  received  a  few  days  ago, 
I  perceive  with  regret  iSbat  even  medical  pupils  and 
students  are  invited  to  join  in  this  movement,  they 
are  to  enrol  theWaetvea  gratuitously  as  members  of 
what  is  called  a  Medical  Protection  Assembly,  and 
to  attend  meetings  where  they  will  hear  their  teachers 
denounced  m  language  ill  becoming  a  society  of  pro- 
fessional men*  I  cannot  conceive  anything  in  worse 
taste  than  this*  nor  anything  calculated  to  do  more 
harm  to  the  rising  generation  of  surgeons.  It  is  a  bad 
specimen  of-  medical  reform,  and  all  such  proceedings 
must  tend  to  retard  rather  than  accelerate  the  progress 
of  any  salutary  change  which  might  be  desired. 

I  ^rr'inintf  the  observation  which  these  remarks 
may  give  rise  to,  "  You  have  been  elected  a  Fellow, 
and  so  you  are  satisfied  with  the  Charter,"  but, 
at  die  same  time,  I  believe  that  such  remarks  will 
not  be  made  by  those  who  know  me;  for  I  can  fairly 
assert  that  it  has  ever  been  the  mentation  of  my  mind 
to  hold  in  high  esteem  men  whom  I  regard  as  the 
light  and  the  honour  of  our  profession,  and  my  earnest 
endeavour,  by  all  possible  means,  to  induce  my  younger 
medical  friends  and  pupils  to  do  the  same.  Respecting 
my  Fellowship,  I  would  just  remark  that  the  honour 
was  unsought  and  unexpected ;  at  the  same  time,  being 
far  beyond  a  half-century  in  years,  having  nerved  my 
country  for  a  considerable  time  in  the  army,  and  more 
especially  at  the  ever  memorable  battle  of  Waterloo, 
hang  now  surgeon  to  the  Northamptonshire  Regiment 
of  afUitia,  and  seventeen  years  surgeon  to  our  large 
Btvvmdal  hospital,  i  could  feel  no  very  particular  sur- 
prise at  my  name  being  included.  My  first  intention  in 
writing  was  merely  to  allude  to  Sir  Valentine  Blake's 
mistake  respecting  the  Charter  of  the  College  of  Sur- 
geons, but  I  have  been  gradually  led  on  to  the  obser- 
vations which  have  followed,  and  if  they  are  suitable  to 
your  pages,  I  shall  be  glad  if  you  will  give  them  a 


I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  TERRY,  F.RX.S. 

Northampton,  March  25, 1844. 


TO  TUB  BDITOB  OF  THB  PROVINCIAL  BtBDICAL  AND 
8UB0IOAA  ftOVJUf  AX. . 

Sib, 
Allow  me,  through  your  valuable  Journal,  briefly  to, 
draw  the  attention  of  some  of  your  literary  readers  to 
a  subject  much  ieajwred  by  country  practitioners,  and, 
indeed,  by  the  profession  at  large,  viz.,  a  supply  of 
good  and  accurate  plates  on  anatomy,  midwifery,  dis- 
eases of  the  skin,  &c,  for  reference,  published  in  a 


PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 

It  is  requested  that  Members  of  the  Association, 
whose  name,  address,  or  designation,  maybe  defective, 
or  incorrectly  inserted  in  the  printed  list,  published 
with  the  last  volume  of  the  Transactions,  will  immedi- 
ately send  the  alterations  which  they  wish  to  be  made, 
as  the  list  of  members  for  the  12th  volume  is  now 
going  through  the  press. 

ROBERT  J.  N.  STREETEN, 

Sbobbtaby. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

The  request  of  a  Member  of  the  Provincial  Medical 

and  Surgical  Association  will  be  complied  with  next 

week. 
Benevolent  Fund. —  The  letter  signed    F.  W.  R.  is 

received.    The  subject  will  be  brought  before  the 

next  anniversary  meeting  at  Northampton. 
Mr.  D.  Barker's  note  shall  be  attended  to. 
Communications  have  been  received  from  Dr.  Jeffreys, 

Mr.  Dorrington,  Mr.  Burman,  Dr.  Shearman,  Mr. 

Druitt,  Mr.  Hunt,  Mr.  Noble,  Dr.  Oke,  Sir  John 

Fife,  Mr.  O'Connor,  Dr.  Arnold,  Mr.  Morris,  Dr. 

Davidson,  and  Mr.  Blagden. 
It  is  requested  that  all  letters  and  communications  be 

sent  to  Dr.  Streeten,  Foregate  Street,  Worcester. 

Parcels,  and  books  for  review,  may  be  addressed  to 
•the*  Editor  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 

Journal,  care  of  Mr.  Churchill,  Princes  Street,  Soho, 

London. 
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OH  OTHJM,  AS  A  REMEDY  FOR  THE  EFFECTS 

OF  UTERINE  HEMORRHAGE. 

By  Thomas  Dobrxfgton,  Esq., 

Surgeon  to  the  Manchester  and  Satford  Lying-in 
Hospital. 

In  the  year  1816,  Dr.  Duncan  Stewart,  Physician 
Accoucheur  to  the  Westminster  General  Dispensary, 
and  *  Lecturer  on  Midwifery,  in  London,  published  a 
short  but  excellent  treatise  on  the  management  of 
Uterine  Hemorrhage,  in  which  he  advocated  the  use  of 
large  doses  of  Opium  in  this  affection,  and  illustrated 
hie  views  by  sor**v«  very  striking  cases.  The  practice 
be  recommendeu^nas,  however,  met  with  less  attention 
from  the  profession  than  it  deserved,  although  it  has 
received  the  sanction  of  two  great  names  in  this 
department  of  medicine— viz.,  Professor  Burns,  of 
Glasgow,  and  the  late  Professor  Davis,  of  London. 
We>  must  look  for  its  want  of  success  partly  to  the 
antipathy  which  English  medical  men  have  to  heroic 
doses  of  medicines  and  heroic  plans  of  treatment 
generally,  and  partly  to  the  circumstance  of  Dr.  D. 
Stewart  having,  in  the  work  alluded  to,  been  too 
sweeping  in  his  condemnation  of  the  practice  of  rup- 
turing the  membranes  in  haunorrhage  before  labour, 
a  practice  which  was  then  considered  established  on 
a  firm  basis,  and  which  has  stood  its  ground  up  to  the 
present  time.  It  often  happens  that  new  but  correct 
views  In  medicine  are  prejudiced  by  being  conjoined 
with  an  incorrect  estimate  of  the  value  of  established 
opinions,  A  man  is  not  content  with  making  a  valu- 
able addition  to  therapeutics,  but  is  desirous  in  his  zeal 
/or  his  favourite  remedy  to  under- estimate  all  other 
means,  and  the  result  is,  that  the  majority  of  prac- 
titioners lose  their  confidence  in  his  judgment,  and 
neglect  the  novelty.  So  I  apprehend  it  has  been  in 
this  case ;  Dr.  Stewart's  striking  proofs  of  the  value 
of  Opium  in  Uterine  Haemorrhage  have  been  passed 
crrtr,  because  he  tried  to  banish  from  practice  another 
valuable  means  of  treating  one  set  of  bssmorrhagic  cases ; 
whereas  had  he  merely  advocated  the  new  practice  as 
compatible  with,  and  an  addition  to  the  ordinary  means 
of  suppressing  flooding*  which  it  really  is,  he  might 
have  obtained  more  followers. 

Some  years  ago,  my  friend  and  colleague,  Mr. 
Hunt,  consulting  surgeon  to  the  Manchester  and 
Salford  Lying>in  Hospital,  without  being  aware  of  the 
existence  of  Dr.  Dnncan  Stewart's  work,  adopted 
a  similar  mode  of  treating  these  cases,  and  I  had  then 
many  opportunities  of  witnessing  the  successful  results 
of  the  treatment  in  his  hands.    Since  that  time  it  has 
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fallen  to  my  lot  to  see  many  cases  of  Uterine  Hemor- 
rhage of  all  degrees  of  severity,  and  I  have  generally 
adopted  this  plan  of  treatment.  I  say  generally, 
because  I  have  occasionally  adopted  the  stimulating 
plan  trf  treatment,  in  order  to  ascertain  its  comparative 
value;  but  so  satisfied  am  I  that  the  plan  of  Dr. 
Duncan  Stewart  is  preferable  to  all  other  modes  of 
managing  these  cases,  that  I  am  anxious  to  add  my 
testimony  in  its  favour. 

I  may  remark,  in  limine,  that  the  object  of  this  com- 
munication is  not  to  advocate  the  practice  to  the 
exclusion  of  the  ordinary  modes  of  suppressing  Uterine 
Hsemorrahage,  but  rather  to  bring  it  forward  as  a 
valuable  means  of  combating  the  effects  of  h&morrhag* 
on  the  system — effects  which  either  lead  to  death  in.a 
very  short  space  of  time,  or  leave  the  patient  in  a 
state  of  fearful  exhaustion,  from  which  she  has  a  pro- 
tracted and  distressing  recovery,  if  indeed  thai  state 
can  be  called  a  recovery,  which  but  too  often  is 
attended  by  the  development  of  some  serious  local 
disease,  as  for  instance  tubercular  phthisis.  Uterine 
Haemorrhage  in  connection  with  pregnancy  can  be 
permanently  suppressed  under  one  invariable  condition 
of  the  uterus  only-viz.,  full  and  perfect  contraction, 
and  this  must  be  obtained  by  general  and  particular 
means  which  it  is  not  my  object  to  discuss  here ;  but 
the  effects  of  flooding  may  be  treated  variously,  and 
I  am  here  advocating  what  seems  to  me  to  be  the  most 
satisfactory  practice. 

Before  proceeding  further,  it  will  be  well  for  us  to 
consider  the  manner  in  which  patients  die  from  flooding, 
and  I  cannot  give  a  more  graphic  picture  than  that 
presented  in  the  following  passage  from  Dr.  Duncan 
Stewart's  work,  "  When  the  general  system  has  suffered 
to  a  great  degree  by  haemorrhage,  the  countenance  js 
ghastly  and  expressive  of  great  anxiety,  the  lips  are 
pallid,  there  is  oppressive  sickness  and  vomiting,  the 
pulse  is  fluttering,  the  patient  complains  of  giddiness, 
dimness  of  vision,  ringing  noise  in  the  ears,  thirst,  pain 
in  the  extremities,  and  pants  for  breath.  If  the  dis* 
charge  continues,  the  pulse  becomes  more  feeble  and 
irregular,  there  is  a  low  delirium,  with  a  state  of  great 
restlessness,  the  pulse  is  not  to  be  felt— or  only  at  inter- 
vnUv convulsive  tremors,  distortion  of  the  features,  and 
deep  inspirations  repeated  at  long  intervals,  generally 
precede  death." — p.  46-7. 

The  chain  of  effects  is  as  follows :— After  the  first 
shock  of  the  hemorrhage  is  recovered  from,  the  cir- 
culating system  takes  on  an  abnormal  activity,  in 
order  to  compensate  for  the  loss  in  the  quantity  of 
blood,  by  conveying  what  remains  more  rapidly  through 
the  system,  the  heart  beating  more  frequently,  and  the 
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elasticity  of  the  arteries  being  oftener  called  into  play. 
This  excitement  of  the  organs  of  circulation  is  soon 
fallowed  by  a  very  disproportionate  degree  of  cerebro- 
spinal excitement,  which  induces  a  corresponding 
activity  in  all  the  functions  under  its  influence,  and 
the  effects  of  which  are  particularly  noticeable  in  the 
muscular  system,  in  the  form  of  hurried  respiration, 
Jactitation,  extreme  restlessness,  and  even  convulsions. 
Undue  expenditure  of  vital  force  is  the  consequence; 
the  blood  wastes  rapidly  to  supply  the  increased  wear 
and  tear  accompanying  this  state  of  excitement ;  the 
pause  indicates  a  further  degree  of  activity  of  the  heart 
and  arteries;  the  patient  becomes  more  and  more 
excited,  the  balance  between  the  functions  of  the 
nervous  and  circulating. systems,  the  functions  of 
organic  life  generally,  and  the  quantity  of  the  vital 
-fluid  requisite  to  carry  these  on  is  utterly  lost,  and 
the  patient  sinks  exhausted. 

She  dies  in  fact  from  a  disproportion  between  the 
amount  of  excitement  in  the  system  and  the  amount 
of  blood  necessary  to  maintain  this. 

All  cases  of  hemorrhage  do  not  die  exactly  thus ; 
for  in  some  the  first  shock  of  the  hemorrhage  proves 
fatal,  the  patient  recovering  from  the  syncope  into 
which  she  hss  fallen,  only  to  breathe  convulsively  a 
few  times  and  then  die.  In  other  cases  again,  espe- 
cially those  where  a  slow  draining  hemorrhage  has 
been  going  on  for  some  time,  the  state  of  excitement 
is  never  w  perfectly  formed ;  there  is  no  hurried 
panting  breathing — no  convulsive  movement  nor  tre- 
mors, no  delirium  nor  unmanageable  jactitation  t  but* 
as  Dr.  Duncan  Stewart  remarks,  "the  prominent 
symptom  is  a  state  of  general  irritability  of  the  system, 
and  the  muscular  power  is  often  continued  to  thcjssl, 
the  patient  sinking  suddenly  after  some  considerable 
exertioo,"  such,  for  instance,  as  getting  up  to  the 
night  chair,  as  I  have  witnessed. 

In  most  of  the  cases,  however,  where  remedies  are  to 
be  useful,  we  witness  more  or  less  of  this  state  of  excite- 
ment or  irritability  of  the  system,  and  on  this  point 
Dr.  Duncan  Stewart  in  his  work,  and  my  friend  Mr. 
Hunt,  in  an  unpublished  paper,  from  which  he  kindly 
allows  me  to  quote,  very  justly  lay  great  stress ;  for  it 
is  one  of  the  most  striking  circumstances  in  these 
cases,  and  deserves  the  greatest  attention  in  reference 
to  our  choice  of  therapeutical  agents.  The  gnat, 
danger  of  this  state  seems  to  consist  in  the  fact  that 
the  blood,  the  pabulum  vita?,  the  fuel  which  should 
enable  the  system  to  keep  it  up,  has  been  for  the  most 
part  abstracted.  Undue  excitement  of  the  cerebro- 
spinal centres  and  the  functions  dependant  thereon, 
is  always  attended  with  danger;  but  if  a  certain  amount 
of  blood  is  present  in  the  system,  it  can  be  borne  for. 
some  time  with  comparative  impunity.  In  delirium 
tremens  we  have  a  great  disproportion  between  the 
general  excitement  of  the  system  and  the  vital  power; 
but  still  no  blood  has  been  or  is  being  lost,  and  the 
system  can  endure  the  inordinate  activity  of  the  nervous 
and  muscular  systems  for  a  comparatively  long  period. 
In  this  affection,  however,  there  is  a  point  beyond 
which  the  continuance  of  the  abnormal  irritability 
becomes  fatal.  There  is  a  sort  of  analogy  between 
the  excitement  of  this  disease,  and  that  attending 
Upon  haemorrhage,  for  they  both  exhibit  a  loss  of  the' 
balance  that  is  maintained  between  the  functions  of 
the  nervous  centres  and  the  vital  force  of  the  system 


in  a  state  of  health.     Opium,  which  is 
acknowledged  to  be  so  useful  in  the  former,  according 
to  my  observation,  is  the  best  remedy  for  the  latter. 

To  recapitulate  then,  in  the  words  of  my  friend  Mr. 
Hunt,  "the  injurious  effects  of  loss  of  blood  are 
vigilance  or  absence  of  sleep,  restlessness  or  jactitation, 
distressing  thirst,  an  accelerated  state  of  the  poise, 
and  laborious  respiration,  with  occasional  vomiting 
and  syncope.  When  to  this  is  added,  that  by  re- 
moving the  blood  we  abstract  that  fluid  from  which 
not  only  the  excretions  and  secretions  are  separated, 
but  also  by  means  of  which  the  processes  of  growth 
and  nutrition  are  carried  on,  it  will  at  once  be  evident 
that  the  modifications  of  many  of  the  vital  functions, 
which  follow  the  administration  of  opium,  are  directly 
contrary  to  those  changes  of  the  same  functions  which 
are  caused  by  loss  of  blood." 

Further,  it  is  well  to  consider  what  means  nature 
herself  takes  to  remedy  the  exhaustion  arising  from 
hemorrhage  in  those  esses  thai  recover  spontaneously, 
because  such  a  consideration  will  indicate  the  remedy 
that  we  shonld  use  to  imitate  her  processes.  We  And 
in  patients,  who  have  suffered  from  hsMnorrhage,  after 
the  immediate  effects  of  reaction  are  gone,  a  decided 
diminution  in  the  quantity  of  all  the  exeexetssenv 
excepting  the  cutaneous  transpiration,  a  great  dislike 
of  a  bright  light  or  even  strong  daylight,  and  of  kmd 
'sounds,  and  a  great  wish  for  quietude  and  dssinelissv 
tion  for  exertion  ;  all  which  effects  of  foes  of  Wood 
are  curative  in  their  nature,  and  intended  to  eeooe* 
tnize  the  vital  fluid,  the  source  of  all  vital  power,  by 
doing  away  with  the  wear  and  tear  of  the  body  to  the 
greatest  extent  compatible  with  life.  By  this  meana 
the  system  has  time  to  assimilate  from  the  food  taken 
more  nutritive  matter,  or,  in  other  words,  to  form  more 
blood  than  is  required  for  its  immediate  wants,  and 
thus  the  blood  lost  in  the  hemorrhage  is  gradually 
replaced.* 

Considering  the  matter  in  this  light,  we  find  that  a 
remedy  is  required  that  will  check  the  inordinate 
excitement  of  the  nervous,  vascular,  and  respiratory 
systems  which  is  wearing  out  the  patient;  that  will 
check  the  vomiting  which  is  harassing  the  already 
feeble  sufferer,  and  at  the  same  time  increasing  the 
flooding,  by  accelerating  the  circulation  $  and  that  will 
lock  up  the  secretions  that  are  being  separated  from 
the  blood.  Opium  in  large  done  will  do  all  this,  and 
in  large  dote*  only,  since  email  ones  often  repeated 
act  as  $UmufanU.  By  a  large  dose  of  opium,  I  mean 
a  fluidrachm  of  tincture  of  opium  repeated  once, 
twice,  or  oftener,  at  intervals  of  5, 10,  or  15  minutes ; 
and  although  medical  men  who  have  been  used  to  esti- 
mate this  remedy  by  drops  may  feel  startled  at  this 
statement,  I  can  assure  them  that  I  *ave  repeatedly 
given  three  fliiidrachms  in  two  or  three  separate  doses, 
and  Mr.  Hunt  was  concerned  in  a  successful  case  in 
which  six  fluidrachms  were  administered  in  the  course 
of  four  hours,  and  of  this  four  and  a  half  fluidraebma 

•  It  will  be  seen  how  intimately  connected  this  fact  is 
with  the  views  of  modern  physiology,  as  Interpreted  by 
M  filler,  Ltebig,  and  Carpenter,  who  all  in  different  words 
maintain  the  Idea,  that  no  muscular  motion  takes  place  la 
the  body  without  a  co-ex istcnt  change  In  tuq  integral  testate 
of  the  muscle— via.,  the  absorption  of  the  effete  tissue  into, 
and  the  deposition  of  new  matter  from  the  blood,  and  that 
this  change  Is  inseparably  connected  with  the  tital  force  of 
the  part. 
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ia  the  course  of  half  an  hour.  It  must  be  remem- 
bered that  remedies  can  often  be  borne  in  diseased 
of  the  system,  in  quantities  that  would  be 
to  the  healthy  subject.  I  may  allude,  in 
a,  to  the  large  doses  of  opium  that  are  fre- 
qasatry  administered  without  bad  effects  in  acute  rheu- 
nmsjsm,  (Dr.Corrigan's  plan,)  colic,  cholera,  diarrhoea, 
dysentery,  delirium  tremens,  carcinoma,  and  tetanus. 
So  that  bearing  these  things  in  mind,  there  are  analogies 
thus  would  lead  us  not  to  condemn  the  practice  untried 
because  it  looks  somewhat  heroic. 

It  might  be  supposed  by  those  who  have  not  had 
experience  in  the  practice,  that  such  large  doses 
would  produce  prolonged  stupefying  sleep  or  dreamy 
stupor,  nausea  and  vomiting,  indigestion,  obstinate 
constipation,  sweating,  headache,  and  contracted  pupil. 
Sach,however,  is  not  the  fact  to  any  extent  Id  the  worst 
cases  of  flooding,  where  opium  has  been  very  freely 
used,  we  generally  notice  during  the  first  12  hours,  a 
comfortable  composure  with  a  tendency  to  doze,  and 
occasional  abort  sleeps  of  sn  hour  or  two's  duration ; 
but  in  some  cases,  and  this  is  a  very  favourable  symp- 
tom, the  patient  sleeps  for  a  few  hours,  awaking  much 
icaVeahod,  and  feeling  very  comfortable.  In  a/r* 
canes,  the  patient  remains  very  sleepy  for  a  day  or  two, 
bat  even  then  the  sleep  that  ensues  is  always  refreshing 
and  comfortable.  I  may  hem  allude  to  the  importance 
of  this  sleep  ia  a  curative  point  of  view,  and  mention 
the  great  probability  of  the  friends  of  the  patient 
mserseriag  with  it  under  the  notion  that  it  will  termi- 
nate in  the  sleep  of  death.  I  have  frequently  witnessed 
the  prevalence  of  this  idea  * 

Nausea  and  vomiting  I  have  seen  a  few  times,  com- 
ing on  some  hours  after  the  opium  has  been  given, 
bat  it  is  an  unusual  occurrence,  and  when  it  does 
exist,  is  of  no  moment  In  those  cases  where  I  have 
seen  it,  opium  has  Lbeen  more  freely  used  than  is 
coinmoly  necessary.  Indigestion,  constipation,  and 
swearing,  I  have  never  been  able  to  connect  with  the 
opium  given.  They  all  occur  to  some  extent  whether 
oacmn  ha  given  or  not,  that  is  if  the  haemorrhage  has 


Ian  stomach  is  generally  feeble  for  some  time,  and 
samiisg  on  vary  slight  exertion  is  generally  noticeable 
ia  patients  convalescing  from  floodings;  but  these 
unpleasant  commences  are  never  so  troublesome  in 
*  *  Mr.  Bant,  la  his  paper  bat  the  following  remarks,  which 
am  wall  worthy  of  careful  perasal.  M  Sleep,  which  Is  one 
of  the  effects  of  a  foil  dose  of  opium,  is  never  met  with  as 
aa  accompaniment  of  serere  hemorrhage.  The  common 
ptejodlce  that  sleep  is  injurious  in  cases  of  Uterine 
Bassaorraage  after  labour,  is  one  from  which  the  medical 
profession  Is  not  entirely  free.  It  appears  to  hare  been 
founded  apon  the  fear  that  the  subdued  or  depressed  state 
of  the  circulation  during  sleep  would  have  the  elect  of 
producing  a  corresponding  depression  of  the  vital  functions, 
which  had  already  been  impaired  by  the  loss  of  blood.  If 
the  patient  be  allowed  to  sleep,  the  slumber  it  is  supposed 
will  terminate  ia  death.  It  Is  well  known  that  when  death 
Is  the  elect  of  exposure  to  extreme  cold,  aa  iuconqucrable 
disposition  to  sleep  Is  the  invariable  forerunner  of  the 
fatal  coma.  Perhaps  this  circumstance  may  have  had 
some  influence  In  giving  origin  to  the  belief  that  a  similar 
eondltlon  of  the  system,  supervened  in  cases  of  fatal 
nseamrrbage.  Facts  are  entirely  contradictory  of  such  a 
mpposltlon.  Nothing  approaching  to  a  state  of  sleep  or 
coma  occurs  in  cases  of  severe  hemorrhage,  as  far  as  my 
observation  goes ;  even  syncope  Is  a  rare  symptom  in  the 
fatal  eases,  but  them  Is  on  the  contrary  often  an  extreme 


cases  that  have  been  treated  by  opium,  as  in  those 
treated  by  stimulants.  With  regard  to  constipation, 
it  is  Dr.  Duncan  Stewart's  opinion,  that  opium,  when 
given,  in  large  doses  in  cases  of  Uterine  HemoiThage, 
acts  rather  as  a  laxative  than  an  astringent,  and 
althongh  I  cannot  altogether  confirm  this,  I  can  fully 
coincide  in  the  statement  made  by  him,  that  the 
bowels  are  easily  moved  by  purgative  medicines,  if 
there  should  be  any  necessity  for  their  administration. 
After  hemorrhages,  constipation  is  one  of  the  symp- 
toms that  occurs  spontaneously ;  and  I  have  never 
witnessed  anything  to  lead  me  to  suppose  that  the 
opium  increases  it  to  any  extent.  It  is  of  great  import- 
ance that  this  state  of  the  bowels  should  not  be  mate* 
rially  interfered  with,  for  it  ia  curative  in  its  nature. 

The  exhaustion  that  occurs  in  debilitated  subjects, 
after  a  free  evacuation  of  the  bowels,  is  too  well  known 
to  need  more  than  alluding  to  here.  How  common  it 
is  for  such  patients  to  die  on  the  night  chair ! 

Contraction  of  the  pupil  sometimes  comes  on  soon 
after  the  administration  of  the  medicine,  and  my 
observation  leads  me  to  coincide  with  the  opinion  first 
broached  by  Mr.  Hunt,  that  this  is  a  very  favourable 
symptom,  as  it  shows  that  the  system  is  thoroughly 
under  the  influence  of  the  drug.  With  regard  to  Ms 
duration,  I  should  my  that,  for  the  most  part,  it  passes 
oftin  a  lew  hours,  and  I  never  remember  to  have  seen 
it  last  more  than  24  hours. 

Vertigo,  and  a  very  distressing  pulsating  pain  in 
the  head,  in  the  course  of  the  longitudinal  sinus,  are 
the^usual  effects  of  severe  hamorrhage,  and  for  these 
repeated  small  doses  of  opium  are  the  best  remedy. 
These  affections  persist  for  weeks  in  cases  treated  in 
the  ordinary  method,  whilst  in  thorn  treated  by  the 
plan  I  am  advocating,  I  have  never  seen  them  last 
more  than  a  few  days  or  a  week ;  and  the  pulsating 
headache  in  particular  was  easily  controlled  by  small 
doses  (five  minims)  of  laudanum  taken  every  three  or 
four  hours. 

Hie  Slow  convalescence  of  patients  who  have  suffered 
from  hemorrhage,  and  their  liability  to  have  developed 
latent  organic  disease  is  too  generally  acknowledged  for 
me  to  insist  upon  it  here.  I  allude  to  it  In  order  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  saying  that  what  I  have  wit- 
nessed quite  accords  with  Dr.  Duncan  Stewart's  expe- 
rience on  this  point.  In  cases  treated  by  large  doses 
of  opium,  these  subsequent  difficulties  in  the  conva- 
lescence have  been  much  less  troublesome  than  they 
are  usually  described  to  be,  and  than  I  have  witnessed 
in  cases  otherwise  treated;  the  tranquillity  obtained 
by  the  opium,  during  the  first  week  after  the  labour, 
seeming  to  have  given  an  opportunity  to  the  vital 
powers  to  recover  themselves  at  a  critical  period  of 
time,  which  if  once  left  unimproved,  is  never  to  be 
regained  at  any  subsequent  part  of  the  convalescence. 

T^e  theoretical  objections  of  Dr.  F.  H.  Ramabotham, 
in  hlk'tate  work  on  midwifery,  to  the  employment  of 
opium  fn  these  cases,  is  based  on  the  supposition  that 
it  exercises  such  a  controul  over  the  uterine  fibres, 
that  it  is  very  likely  to  suspend  their  contraction,  and' 
so  annihilate  the  only  means  we  have  of  suppressing 
haemorrhage ;  for  it  must  be  observed  in  the  following 
words  be  does  not  refuse  his  testimony  to  the  value  of 
the  remedy  in  combating  the  efecis  of  flooding. 
(To  be  concluded  in  ear  next,) 
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REPORT  OP  THE  TRIAL  OF  A  MEDICAL  PRAC- 
TITIONER, ON  A  CHARGE  OF  INTENT  TO 
*  PROCURE  ABORTION. 

-     By  Thomas  Shaptkr,  M.D.,  Physician  to  the 
Dispensary.  Exeter. 

TO  THB  EDITOR  OF  THB  PROVINCIAL   MEDICAL    AND 


SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


Sir, 


1  beg  leave  to  forward  for  insertion  in  the  Journal 
the  following  account  of  the  trial  of  a  medical  man, 
Mr.  Calder,  residing  in  St.  Thomas,  near  Exeter,  for 
administering  medicines  with  intent  to  procure  abor- 
tion. To  this  report  I  have  appended  some  .  four 
observations. 

lam. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  SHAPTER,  M.D. 
Exeter,  March  30, 1844, 


The  Castle,  Exeter,  March  24, 1844.  Before  Mi% 
Justice  Cresswell.  James  Calder  was  charged  wjth 
having  administered  to  Elizabeth  Chamberlain  a  large 
quantity  of  a  noxious  drag,  called  Savin,  with  a  view 
to  procure  her  miscarriage.  There  was  a  second  count 
charging  the  prisoner  with  having  caused  It  u»  be 
administered.  He  pleaded  not  guilty  in  a  distinct  Aid 
firm  tone. 

Mr.  Merivale  conducted  the  prosecution :  Mr.  Rbwe, 
the  defence. 

The  evidence  to  substantiate  this  charge  may.be 
divided  into  the  general  and  the  medical.  Of  the 
former  I  shall  merely  give  an  abstract;  the  latter  will 
be  quoted  as  fully  as  the  local  reports  permit. 

Elizabeth  Chamberlain,  in  her  examination  in  chief, 
stated  herself  to  be  an  unmarried  woman,  and  that  she 
had  been  attended  by  Mr.  Calder  as  a  medical  man 
five  years  since ;  in  June  last  he  persuaded  her,  being 
out  of  a  situation,  to  take  a  lodging  at  the  house  of  a 
Mrs.  Mortimer,  where,  on  two  or  three  occasions,  he 
had  connexion  with  her.  A  fortnight  after  these  vfeHa 
she  told  him  of  her  being  in  the  family  way  by  him,- 
when  he  said,  "he  would  give  her  something  that 
would  soon  set  that  to  rights."  The  witness  then 
deposed  to  the  taking  of  pills  containing  oil  of  savin, 
savin  powders,  and  a  decoction  from  a  black  root 
(ergot  of  rye),  each  of  which  medicines  had  made  her 
very  sick.  Also  to  the  delivery  of  a  packet  of  dark 
coloured  powders(cordona/e  of  iron  and  cantharides,  vide 
infra),  which  she  did  not  take.  Of  the  savin  pills,  from 
their  "  smelling  so  dreadfully  disagreeable/'  she  took 
hut  few,  throwing  the  residue  with  the  box  into' the 
fire-place.  She  stated  that  the  dark  powders  were 
brought  by  Mr.  Calder's  son,  tied  up  and  sealed.  The 
none  wrapped  round  them  was  put  in  and  read  as  fol- 
lows: "Meet  me  on  Northernhay,  at  eleven  o'clock 
thai  morning,  J.  C.  Take  one  powder  every  night  and 
luwrning"  On  the  other  side  was,  "  Miss  C,  at  Mrs. 
Mortimer's,  Pancras  Lane.  Bring  a  basket  (t)  with 
you."  The  note  was  put  into  Chamberlain's  band,  and 
•he  said  the  last  sentence,  as  well  as  the  other  part,  was 


in  the  handwriting  of  the  prisoner.  She  also  stated 
that  Calder,  who  had  at  first  supplied  her  with  some 
little  money  and  a  few  necessaries,  had  latterly  refused 
assistance,  and  absented  himself  from  engagements. 

On  cross  examination  it  appeared  that  the  witness 
had  a  child  five  years  since,  upon  which  occasion  Mr. 
Calder  first  saw  and  attended  her.  Three  yearn  sub- 
sequently she  had  another  child,  by  Charles  Httrdfog, 
the  husband  of  her  aunt,  and  between  whom  and  the 
prisoner,  two  months  subsequent  to  the  birth  of  this 
child,  a  quarrel  bad  taken  place.  The  witness  also 
admitted  that,  previous  to  the  birth  of  her  first  child, 
she  had  entertained  the  proposal  of  taking  matters  to 
procure  abortion ;  and  that,  during  the  time  she  was 
taking  the  savin  and  other  drugs,  by  the  direction  of 
the  prisoner,  she  took  a  something  infused  in  gin  from 
another  party  for  this  purpose. 

Charles  Harding,  the  person  referred  to  in  the  above 
witness'  testimony,  as  the  father  of  her  second  child, 
stated,  that  he  had  occasionally  visited  Elizabeth 
Chamberlain  at  Mrs.  Mortimer's.  On  the  7th  of 
October  last,  she  told  him  she  was  in  the  family  way 
by  the  prisoner;  upon  this-  occasion  she  gate  Mm  a 
key,  with  which  he  opened  a  box  in  her  toon,  where 
was  a  basket,  contalningseveral  powdeiu(saum,tw ienew 
of  iron,  8(c.)  He  acknowledged  that  he  had  had 
*r severe,  very  severe"  words  with  the  prisoner  on 
some  previous  occasion. 

'  Pot  the  defence  t— Jane  Prout  and  her  husband  stated 
that  Elizabeth  Chamberlain  had  lodged  with  them  five 
years  ago,  when  large  in  the  family  way,  upon  which 
occasion  she  took  a  tea,  which  made  her  very  sick,  and 
that  she  said  it  was  savin,  and  took  it  for  the  purpose 
of  "  passing  by  "  the  child.  These  witnesses  also  depo- 
sed to  Harding's  having  said,  on  more  occasions  than 
one,  that  he  would  "  be  revenged  on  Calder." 

Elizabeth  Mortimer  stated  that  the  prisoner  attended 
in  her  house  as  a  medical  man,  that  Elizabeth  Cham- 
berlain came  to  lodge  there  in  June  tost,  agreeing  to 
pay  for  the  lodging  herself,  but  the  prisoner  promising 
to  pay  in  case  she  was  not  able.  Chamberlain  told  her 
she  was  pregnant,  that  she  had  had  connexion  wish  two 
other  persons,  bnt  that  the  child  was  Mr.  Calder's; 
wished  her  to  procure  for  her  paradise  seed,  which  she 
refused  to  do ;  had  never  seen  her  take  anything  to 
damage  her  child ;  knew  she  had  some  gin  in  a  bottle, 
and  has  heard  her  say  she  used  to  take  it.  One  packet 
of  medicine  was  brought  to  her  from  Mr.  Calder's,  but 
witness  never  saw  her  take  any  medicine  at  all,  and  had 
1  no  idea  there  was  savin  in  the  house.  Saw  a  box  of 
•pills  taken  from  the  fire-place ;  had  heard  Elizabeth 
'Chamberlain  say  that  if  Mr.  Calder  did  not  come  for* 
ward  as  she  wished,  she  would  set  her  uncle  on  him, 
who  would  take  his  life.  Harding  came  to  my  house 
iafter  she  left*  and  said  he  wished  to  open  her  bos.  He 
came- again  snd  brought  the  key.  I  went  with  him  as 
far  as  the  door  of  the  room,  and  pointed  to  the  box. 
As  he  walked  across  the  room  he  searched  his  coat  and 
trowsers  pocket.  He  had  the  key  in  bis.  left  hand.  I 
turned  round  to  put  a  letter  on  the  chimney-piece, 
and  in  a  moment  he  threw  open  the  box,  .and,  with 
the  paper  in  his  hand,  exclaimed ;  "  I  will  do  for  the 
b— ."    \t  was  the  moment  the  covw  nut  out*. 
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asked  what  he  meant ;  he  said,  "  you  know  nothing  at 
all  about  it,  but  I  do."  He  said  he  meant  Calder.  He 
said  he  had  a  dozen  powders  in  one  hand,  and  four  in 
the  other.  He  said  be  wonJd  take  six  from  one  and 
two  from  the  other,  and  put  in  his  pocket.  They  were 
lying  one  on  the  other,  and  not  tied.  I  did  not  see 
the  paper  now  produced— (the  note  in  which  it  was 
said  the  powders  were  wrapped.) 

Thomas  Dainty  deposed  that  Elizabeth  Chamberlain 
had  offered,  for  a  sum  of  money  to  be  advanced  by  Mr. 
Calder,  to  absent  herself,  so  as  not  to  be  forthcoming 
on  the  trial ;  and  that  on  one  occasion  she  said,  "  That 
villain  Harding  is  more  guilty  than  the  man  he  isabont 
to  prosecute,  if  he  does  not  mind  he  shall  not  have  his 
design. out." 

A  number  of  witnesses  were  called  to  character, 
stating  the  prisoner  to  be  a  humane  man,  and  not  one 
they  would  suspect  of  committing  this  offence. 

Such  are  the  essential  features  of  the  general  evi- 
dence. The  medical  evidence  for  the  prosecution  was 
as  follows.-— 

Arthur  James  Cumming,  Surgeon— -Lascelles  gave 
me  12  or  13  powders,  one  of  which  was  wrapped  in  a 
screw  of  paper.  He  also  gave  me  a  box  of  pills.  By 
the  Judge— One  of  the  powders  was  in  a  screw  of 
paper,  not  as  if  a  medical  man  bad  folded  it.  Some  of 
the  powders  were  composed  of  two  substances,  which 
are  separated  as  I  now  produce  them.  There  are 
seven  complete  powders.  All  that  I  received  but  one, 
had  Harding's  name  on  them,  and  all  were  numbered 
except  one.  They  are  all  marked  "  C.  Harding."  The 
paper  number  one,  contains  carbonate  of  iron.  The 
powders  were  made  of  carbonate  of  iron  and  cantba- 
rides;  I  weighed  three  or  four  powders,  and  eecji 
weighed  a  drachm.  I  then  analysed  them  and  found  tbey 
contained  powdered  cantharides  and  carbonate  of  iron, 
There  were  two  powders  of  savin  only.  Number  one 
contained  52$  grains  of  carbonate  of  iron*  and  between 
4  and  5  grains  of  cantharides.  Number  two  con- 
tained 49  grains  of  carbonate  of  iron,  and  1$  grains 
of  cantharides  ;  number  six  contained  50  grains  of 
carbonate  of  iron,  If  grains  of  cantharides ;  there  were 
10  or  11  powders  so  composed.  The  two  powders  pf 
savin  contained  one  a  drachm,  the  other  10  or  12 
grains.  The  effect  of  the  powders  containing  the  can- 
tharides would  be,  if  taken  frequently,  to  cause  great 
irritation  of  the  kidneys  and  bladder.  Preparations  of 
iron  are  given  to  cause  menstruation.  The  powders, 
containing  the  larger  proportions  of  cantharides,  would 
produce  great  irritation,  and  if  carried  on  might  bring 
on  miscarriage.  It  would  produce  excessive  irritation, 
and  that  would  be  likely  to  produce  abortion.  Savin 
acts  in  the  same  way—a  drachm  is  a  very  large  dose. 
I  should  be  afraid  to  give  so  large  a  dose  as  four  grains 
of  powdered  cantharides.  I  know  Ergot  of  rye-*-it  is 
not  a  root—it  is  diseased  rye.  It  is  given  to  bring  on 
labour,  and  during  the  hours  of  labour  to  expedite  U. 
It  acta  specifically  on  the  womb,  and  would  no  doubt 
produce  nuscarriage.  I  never  knew  savin,  in  practice, 
given  internally  in  substance.  The  pills  are  cough 
ptBs,  I  should  tmnk.  Cross  eiamined— Some  of  the 
powders,  numbers  4, 5,  and  3,  and  the  one  that  was 


wrapped  in  a  screw  of  paper,  and  number  7,  are  in  the 
same  state  as  when  I  received  them.  Seven  of  the 
powders  were  marked  with  the  name,  Harding.  Savin 
was  in  the  paper  screwed  up.  The  other  paper  con- 
taining savin  is  in  the  same  state  it  was  in  when  I  had 
it  By  the  Judge — I  never  knew  cantharides  in  this 
form  given  before.  The  powders  were  very  unequally 
mixed.  The  usual  mode  of  administering  cantharides 
is  as  a  tincture.  The  carbonate  of  iron,  if  by  itself, 
would  not  be  an  unusual  dose.  It  is  given  as  a  tonic 
medicine,  and  would  produce  no  bad  effect  on  a  woman 
so  situated ;  mixed  with  the  cantharides  and  continued 
two  or  three  times  a  day,  it  would  bring  on  great  irri- 
tation. That  is  the  only  form  in  which  carbonate  of 
iron  can  be  administered.  The  only  way  in  which 
cantharides  is  nsed  in  substance  is  for  blisters..  Large 
doses  of  savin  would  produce  sickness.  Ergot,  of  rye 
is  generally  given  in  an  infusion,  boiling  water  being 
poured  upon  it. 

William  Dashwood  Kingdon,  physician  of  Exeter9 
corroborated  the  previous  evidence. 

Mr.  Cumming  re-called  :— I  think  that  irritation 
brought  about  by  cantharides  would,  if  continued,  be 
likely  to  produce  abortion,  I  have  been  two  years  in 
practice.  I  never  had  one  case  of  the  sort,  and  never 
knew  cantharides  given  that  way. 

Would  it  not  require  medicine  that  would  endanger 
]pfe  to  produce  abortion  ?  I  think  cantharides  in  those 
4oses  if  continued  would  not  endanger  life,  but  would 
be  likely  to  produce  abortion.  There  is  no  doubt 
cantharides  would  produce  abortion,  arising  from  irri- 
tation. It  is  the  received  opinion  of  the  profession 
that  they  would  produce  abortion.  I  do  not  think  a 
medical  man  would  use  them  to  procure  abortion. 
There  would  be  many  more  available  modes  to  a  man 
of  experience  and  skill.  Re-examined— Ergot  of  rye 
would  be  the  most  efficient  medical  agent  to  procure 
abortion  by  acting  specifically  on  the  uterus. 

By  the  Judge— Ergot  of  rye  would  act  with  greater 
ease  when  gestation  was  advanced. 

For  the  defence :— John  Harris,  Surgeon,  of  Exeter ; 
have  practised  for  forty  years  j  have  known  the  prisoner 
for  five  or  six  years;  he  has  been  practising  in  the 
lower  par^  of  the  city ;  I  met  him  at  one  or  two  con- 
sultations about  six  years  ago ;  I  thought  him  a  humane 
practitioner,  and  hsve  beard  patients  generally  speak  of 
him  as  a  respectable  man.  I  have  known  powdered 
cantharides  given  in  substance,  but  have  not  given  it 
myself.  If  I  found  powders  containing  cantharides, 
varying  in  quantity  from  one  and  a  half  to  five  grains, 
I  should  conclude  they  had  not  been  mixed  by  a  medi- 
cal man ;  I  should  think  the  powders  produced  were 
not  mixed  by  a  medical  roan ;  I  do  not  know  from 
experience  that  powdered  cantharides  has  been  given 
for  the  purpose  of  procuring  abortion ;  but  I  have  read 
of  it*  I  should  think  cantharides  one  of  the  last  things 
a  medical  man  would  employ  for  such  a  purpose.  Ergot 
of  rye  can  be  procured  from  every  druggists'  shop. 

Thomas  Shapter,  M.D.— I  am  a  physician,  and  have 
been  practising  in  Exeter  for  some  years ;  I  have  heard 
the  opinion  Mr.  Harris  has  given,  and  I  agree  with  it ; 
I  should  thinjt  cantharides  decidedly  not  a  likely  thing 
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for  a  medical  man — a  roan  of  science — to  give  in  order 
to  procure  abortion.  I  should  say  that  cantharides  and 
savin  are,  by  popular  error,  considered  to  act  specifi- 
cally in  producing  abortion ;  any  medicines  given  for 
that  purpose  would  endanger  life.  Ergot  of  rye  is  used 
in  difficult  labours  to  accelerate  them,  but  I  have 
never  heard  of  its  producing  abortion  in  the  earlier 
periods  of  pregnancy ;  it  would  be  a  dangerous  medicine 
in  the  later  stages ;  labour  must  be  almost  incipient 
before  it  would  produce  effect.  When  I  saw  the  pow- 
ders it  was  my  opinion  that  they  had  not  been  carefully 
or  accurately  dispensed ;  I  should  not  have  supposed 
they  had  been  dispensed  by  a  medical  man  who  had 
been  24  years  in  practice.  I  have  met  Mr.  Calder 
occasionally,  and  never  heard  anything  to  the  con- 
trary of  his  being  a  humane  and  respectable  mahi 

Cross-examined :— I  have  known  but  little  of  Mr. 
Calder.  I  believe  that  cantharides,  savin,  and  ergot  of 
rye,  have  no  specific  effect  in  producing  abortion,  and 
I  think  any  medical  man  who  would  use  medicines  to 
prodnceCabortion  would  risk  his  patient's  life.  I  do 
not  think  any  medical  man  would  attempt  to  produce 
abortion  by  medicines.  I  do  not  think  ergot  of  rye 
would  act  unless  natural  action  had  commenced.  I 
never  heard  of  ergot  of  rye  producing  abortion. 

W.  Land,  surgeon,  of  Exeter ;  in  practice  since  1812. 
My  opinion  decidedly  coincides  with  those  of  Dr. 
Shaplerand  Mr.  Harris.  I  have  known  Mr.  Calder 
eight  years,  and  always  heard  that  he  was  a  kind 
hearted  humane  man,  and  bore  a  good  character. 

The  jury  instantly  returned  a  verdict  of  not  guilty, 
which  was  received  in  court  with  great  applause. 

In  taking  a  review  of  the  above  evidence  we  observe 
that  the  chief  witness,  Elisabeth  Chamberlain,  was, 
according  to  her  own  admission,  of  eminently  bad 
character,  and  a  participator  in  the  crime  of  which  she 
alleges  the  prisoner  to  be  guilty;  that  before  becoming 
acquainted  with  him,  she  had  entertained  the  proposal 
of  taking  drugs  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  abortion, 
and  that  according  to  the  evidence  of  another  witness 
she  did  administer  to  herself  savin  for  this  purpose ; 
she  also  admitted  that  during  the  time  she  was  taking 
the  drugs  furnished  her  by  the  prisoner,  she  was  taking 
medicines  from  another  party  to  procure  abortion. 
We  also  observe  tbat  her  statement  of  being  made  sick 
and  ill  on  the  several  occasions  of  taking  the  said 
drugs  is  not  supported  by  the  evidence  of  the  woman 
with  whom  she  lodged ;  and  that  a  box  of  pills,  a  form 
of  medicine  difficult  to  be  tampered  with,  was  found 
where  the  witness  stated  she  had  thrown  those  which 
smelled  so  "  dreadfully  disageeable"  from  their  con- 
taining as  she  said  oil  of  savin,  and  proved  on 
examination  to  be  composed  of  medicines  of  an  ordi- 
nary and  innocuous  character. 

The  testimony  of  Chamberlain,  with  regard  to 
the  note  enveloping  the  packet  of  powders  is  more 
than  improbable, — it  is  incredible  tbat  a  father  living 
with  his  wife  and  family,  would  make  a  son,  seventeen 
years  of  age,  the  bearer  of  a  parcel  to  his  paramour, 
containing  drugs  of  the  nature,  and  for  the  purpose 
alleged,  and  that,  moreover,  with  a  superscription 


Implying  an  intended  assignation.  But  to  look  to  the 
paper  itself,  the  writing  of  the  latter  portion  was  not 
only  totally  dissimilar  from  that  of  the  ordinary  direc- 
tion of  "  a  powder  to  be  taken  night  and  morning,*' 
but  the  word  basket  (t)  was  mispelt,  and  moreover, 
the  statement  of  the  packet  having  been  sealed  was 
not  borne  out  by  corroborating  appearances  on  the 
paper  itself. 

The  evidence  of  Elizabeth  Chamberlain  is  substan- 
tiated solely  by  that  of  the  acknowledged  father  of 
her  second  illegitimate  child.  This  man  admitted  he 
occasionally  visited  her,  and  we  find  him  to  be  the 
agent  to  discover  and  produce  the  drugs  in  question ; 
suspicious  as  this  naturally  is,  it  is  rendered  still  more 
so,  by  his  admission  of  having  quarrelled  with  the 
prisoner,  and  according  to  other  testimony,  sworn  to 
be  revenged. 

In  conclusion,  we  may  observe,  that  Chamberlain 
acknowledged  to  prostitution,  and  it  is  subsequently 
evident  that  the  prisoner  was  to  be  made  the  scape- 
goat of  its  consequences,  for  we  find  her  asserting  his 
being  the  cause  of  her  pregnancy,  so  early  as  a  fortnight 
after  cohabitation ;  nor  must  it  be  lost  sight  of,  that  the 
charge  against  the  prisoner  is  only  advanced  on  his 
refusing  to  see,  or  supply  her  with  pecuniary  and  other 
assistance. 

In  noticing  the  medical  evidence,  we  may  speak, 
1st,  of  tbat  portion  which  relates  to  fact;  and  2ndly, 
of  that  which  relates  to  opinion  :— 
!  1st.  It  will  be  observed,  that  one  portion  of  the 
savin  powder  was  in  a  screw  of  paper,*  certainly 
unlike  the  form  in  which  medicines  are  sent  out  by  an 
apothecary ;  whilst  the  carbonate  of  iron  powders,  con- 
sisting of  tolerably  equal  proportions  of  this  substance, 
contained  besides  very  unequal  quantities  of  cantha- 
rtdes,  varying  from  one  grain  and  a  half  to  nearly  five 
grains,  and  tbat  too  in  so  rough  and  uupulverized  a 
state,  as  would  lead  one  rather  to  suppose,  that  in 
place  of  being  properly  triturated  together,  they  had 
been  merely  broken  up  and  subsequently  added. 

'  2nd.  The  opinion  of  the  medical  men,  though  some- 
what differing  on  one  point  which  will  be  subsequently 
noticed,  affirmed  the  powders  were  not  such  as  would 
be  dispensed  by  a  medical  man,  and  that  in  the  present 
state  of  science  no  professional  man  would  administer 
the  drugs  in  question  for  the  purpose  proposed.  We 
are  therefore  not  surprised  that  the  jury  viewed  the 
whole  affair  as  a  conspiracy  and  returned  a  prompt 
and  unhesitating  verdict  of  acquittal. 

Such  I  believe  to  be  a  fair  account  and  analysis  of 
the  evidence  on  this  extraordinary  trial.  I  now  pro- 
pose examining  somewhat  in  detail  the  question  of  the 
specific  action  of  medicines  in  inducing  abortion,  upon 
which  question  it  will  be  recollected,  some  difference 
of  opinion  was  entertained  by  the  medical  evidence. 
Before  proceeding  to  this,  however,  I  shall  refer  to 
some  lesser  matters,  which  presented  themselves  in  the 
course  of  the  trial. 

It  was  mentioned  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution  by 

•  Though  U  stand*  tbusupon  the  e? ideaoe,yei  as  it  passed 
Jatb  several  bands,  it  aught  hate  been  so  arranged  subse- 
•1....U,. 
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Mr.  Camming,  thai  he  had  analysed  the  powders,  but 
no  enquiry  was  made  of  him  as  to  how  this  analysis  was 
conducted,  or  by  what  means  he  came  to  a  conclusion 
as  to  their  nature.  Mr.  dimming  has  favoured  me 
with  the  following  statement: — That  he  determined 
the  nature  of  the  several  matters  from  their  external 
characters — the  savin  by  its  taste  and  smell,  and  the 
carbonate  of  iron  and  cantharides  by  their  general 
appearance.  The  carbonate  of  iron  waa  separated  from 
the  cantharides  by  the  aid  of  a  magnet,  and  by  sifting 
through  fine  muslin,  which  retained  the  latter  from 
its  being  so  coarsely  powdered. 

The  prisoner  was  indicted  for  the  administration  of 
savin,  no  mention  being  made  of  any  other  drug, 
therefore,  on  the  production  of  the  powders  containing 
the  carbonate  of  iron  and  the  Spanish  fly,  the  counsel 
for  the  prisoner  objected,  on  the  ground  that  it  had  no 
relation  to  the  intention  charged  in  the  indictment ; 
this  objection  was,  however,  overruled  by  the  judge  on 
the  general  principle  that  evidence  of  a  subsequent 
felony  may  be  adduced  in  order  to  show  the  intent 
wherewith  the  former  felony  was  committed. 

In  the  course  of  my  own  cross-examination,  the 
counsel  lor  the  prosecution  waa  about  to  put  a  question, 
which  was  overruled  by  the  judge.  Had  it  been  pro- 
posed it  might  have  brought  me  apparently,  though 
not  really,  in  collision  with  the  statements  of  Beck. 
The  anode  in  which  this  waa  attempted  is  not  unworthy 
tlm  consideration  of  the  medical  witness. 

ExAMiirATtoM :— Is  not  the  work  of  Dr.  fieek  an 
acknowledged  authority  on  medico-legal  questions? 
jfcnv-Itis.  Yon  have  just  stated  that  certain  medi- 
cines have  no  specific  effect,  what  then  do  you  under- 
stand when  Beck  says,  "  Even  cantharides  have  been 
taken  in  very  large  dotes,  with  a  view  of  procuring 
abortion,  without  accomplishing  the  desired  effect  V* 

The  Judge  on  this  interposed,  saying  no  opinion  of 
Beck  could  be  evidence,  and  therefore  it  was  needless 
to  press  the  question,  but  that  counsel  might  ask  for 
an  opinion  upon  the  statement  involved  in  it.  The 
object  of  the  cross-examination  waa  evidently,  however, 
not  to  elicit  such  an  opinion,  but  a  hope  that  in  com- 
menting on  this  passage,  I  should  state  that  Beck 
obviously-intended  to  imply  the  usual  effect  of  can- 
tharides to  be  that  of  procuring  abortion ;  it  would 
then  have  been  shown  that  my  opinion  differed  from 
that  of  this  acknowledged  authority. 

I  would  therefore  suggest  to  all  medical  witnesses, 
before  they  are  entrapped  into  commentaries  upon 
whole  or  garbled  passages,  that  they  request  the  book 
to  be  placed  in  their  hands,  and  examine  the  context 
for  themselves. 

Having  now  alluded  to  these  lesser  matters,  I  shall 
proceed  to  enquire  into  the  question  of  specific  agency 
of  certain  medicines  in  the  production  of  abortion.  ' 

(7b  be  concluded  m  our  next.) 


CASff  OP  HEMORRHAGIC  TENDENCY  COM 
PLICATED  WITH  PURPURA,  AND  WITH 
STRUMOUS  DIATHESIS. 

By  R.  T.  Hunt,  Esq.,  Consulting  Surgeon  to  the 
Lying-in  Hospital,  Manchester. 

W43.  March  21st.  T.  Gregory,  aged  24,  a  musi- 
cian of  very  dissipated  habits,  and  of  strumous 
diathesis,  was  attacked  early  this  morning  with  alarm- 
ing hemorrhage  from  the  gums,  which  had  continued 
increasing  until  9£  p.m.,  when  I  first  saw  him.  There 
is  a  constant  profuse  oosing  of  arterially  coloured 
blood  from  the  gums  surrounding  every  tooth  in  both 
jaws,  .but  not  from  any  other  part  of  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  mouth.  Where  the  gums  should 
embrace  the  teeth  they  are  soft,  spongy,  and  retracted, 
from,  each  tooth,  but  not  ulcerated.  The  gums  near 
the  outer  incisor,  the  canine,  and  bicuspid  teeth,  on 
the  left  side  of  the  upper  jaw,  bleed  more  freely  than 
the  others.  Of  tliese  teeth  only  decayed  stumps 
remain,  with  apparent  absorption  of  the  alveo|L  The 
mouth  ia  filled  witb  fluid  and  coagulated  blood,  w|uch, 
mixed  with  saliva,  he  frequently  puts  out  into  a  small, 
wash-hand  basin,  which  has  been  often  emptied  during. 
the  day.  Countenance  anxious,  but  neither  flushed 
nor  pale;  pulse  quick  and  throbbing,  respiration' 
natural,  bowels  constipated,  and  have  been  so  for  some, 
days,  urine  scanty;  no  headach  nor  any  other  pain. 
I.  applied  the  nitrate  of  silver  freely  to  the  gums,  and 
pj-sucribed  the  following  lotion  :— 

Nitrate  of  potass §  ounce. 

f  -    Sweet  spirit  of  nitre    ....      1  ounce. 

J      Water 6ft  ounces. 

*  22nd,  11  a.m.  The  bleeding  has  continued,  having 
been  only  slightly  checked  by  the  caustic.  The 
bowels  have  not  yet  been  opened. 

As  be  stated  that  the  bleeding  began  yesterday 
with  cleaning;  his  teeth,  and  that  he  had  never  pre- 
viously been  subject  to  hemorrhage  from  the  mouthy 
nose,  nor  any  of  the  mucous  membranes,  I  did  not, 
become  fully  aware  of  the  nature  of  the.  case  until 
this  morning.  But  I  now  observed  scattered  over  the 
body,  bnt  more  particularly  over  the  face,  neck,  andy 
shoulders,  a  purpyraj  eruption  of  the  small  punctuated 
kmd,  accompanied  .with  a  few  small  papula*.  This, 
circumstance,  combined  with  the  manner  in  which  the 
blood  incessantly  oosed  from  the  gums,  without  any 
jet,  its  arterial  colour,  and  the  absence  of  any  degree^ 
of  faintness,  although  so  much  blood  had  been  lost, 
led  me  to  conclude  that  this  was  a  case  of  hemorrhagic 
tendency,  to  a  certain  extent  modified  by  the  scrophu- 
lous  diathesis. 

•The  degree  to  which  the  system  was  affected  by 
the  scrophula  was  evident  from  the  numerous  enlarged 
glands  in  the  face  and  neck ;  those  in  the  nice  situated 
over  the  parotid  gland  being  at  present  in  a  state  of 
inflammation.  He  was  ordered  the  following  mix- 
ture— 

Sulphate  of  soda    ...    2  ounces. 

Water 6  ounces. 

The  caustic  was  again  applied,  the  actual  cautery 
appearing  objectionable  on  account  of  the  extent  of  the 
bleeding  surfaces,  and  compresses  of  lint  were  placed 
between  the  gums  and  lips,  and  between  the  teeth.  In 
ihe  course  of  the  afternoon,  I  removed  ike  lint  ana" 
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used  finely  powdered  gum-mastic,  which  mixing  with 
the  blood  formed  a  firmer  coagulum,  and  checked  Che 
bleeding  rather  better  than  the  former  applications. 
The  bowels  not  having  been  moved  the  sulphate  of 
soda  was  continued. 

7  p.m.  The  haemorrhage  still  continuing,  my  friend 
and  colleague,  Mr.  Barton,  saw  the  case  in  consulta- 
tion with  me,  and  at  his  recommendation,  the  mouth 
was  first  well  cleaned  with  a  saturated  solution  of 
alum  and  spirit  of  turpentine  freely  applied  to  the 
Heeding  surfaces,  by  means  of  a  stiff-bristled  brush. 
Mr.  Barton  stated  that  Gregory  had  consulted  him 
about  two  yean  since,  in  consequence  of  an  affection 
of  the  chest,  indicating  a  strong  tendency  to  phthisis. 

10  p.m.  No  abatement  in  the  hemorrhage.  He 
now  looks  much  more  anxious,  face  rather  flushed, 
skin  hot  and  dry,  pulse  much  quicker  and  more  throb- 
bing, feet  quite  warm,  bowels  still  unmoved,  and  urine 
scanty.  Powdered  catechu  was  freely  applied  to  the 
gums,  and  he  was  directed  to  take  an  ounce  of  the 
following  mixture  every  three  hours : — 

Tincture  of  opium  ....  2  drachms. 
Camphor  mixture  ....  6  ounces, 
sad  when  the  mouth  became  so  clogged  that  the  lint 
required  changing,  to  use  the  alum  lotion ;  to  He  in 
bed  with  his  bead  well  raised,  to  be  kept  perfectly 
quiet,  and  take  nothing  besides  cold  egged  milk,  toast- 
water,  and  his  medicine. 

23rd,  9§  a.  m.  Owing  to  a  mistake  he  took  the 
lotion  internally,  and  used  the  opiate  mixture  as  a 
lotion  for  his  mouth.  His  bowels  have  been  repeatedly 
and  freely  opened,  the  motions  dark-coloured,  and  the 
urine  free.  He  has  vomited  once  or  twice,  and  about 
the  middle  of  the  night  lie  fainted,  and  afterwards 
slept  for  two  hours,  being  me  first  sleep  since  the 
commencement  of  the  hemorrhage.  The  bleeding 
has  since  been  much  less  profuse,  the  blood  less 
arterial  in  character,  the  pulse  less  frequent,  the  skin 
cooler,  and  he  is  more  cheerful.  To  take  no  internal 
medicine,  but  to  continue  the  opiate  lotion,  catechu, 
and  the  same  diet. 

9$  pan.  The  bleeding  still  continues  but  in  dimi- 
nished quantity,  and  the  blood  is  much  less  florid. 
The  bowels  have  been  several  times  freely  opened. 
Di-sulpbate  of  quinine.     ...    1  drachm. 
Diluted  sulphuric  acid       .    .    .    1§  drachm.*  ■ 
Water 6  ounces. 

An  ounce  to  be  taken  every  three  hours.  A  blister 
to  be  applied  to  the  back  of  the  neck. 

Fearing  that  the  vesicated  surface  would  bleed,  if 
the  blister  acted  too  strongly,  he  was  ordered  to  keep 
it  on  only  six  hours,  but  through  the  negligence  of  his 
nurse,  it  was  kept  on  eight  hours.  The  vesication  was 
very  free,  and  after  the  fluid  had  been  let  out,  the 
excoriated  surface  appeared  of  a  deep  venous  purple, 
instead  of  the  usual  florid  red.  Great  care  was  taken 
to  preserve  the  cuticle  until  the  blistered  surface  healed, 
and  fortunately  no  haemorrhage  from  it  occurred. 

24th.  There  were  observed  to-day  two  papular, 
purplish  elevations  near  the  tip  of  the  tongue,  but 
these  did  not  bleed.  There  was  also  slight  bleeding 
from  the  right  nostril.  The  haemorrhage  from  the 
gums  gradually  decreased,  and  none  took  place  after 
the  26th.  The  scrophulous  glands  were  at  this  time 
much  diminished  in  size,  and  quite  free  from  inflam- 


matory action,  and  scarcely  a  trace  of  the  purpura! 
eruption  remained.    It  should  not  be  omitted  that  a 
bruise  on  almost  any  part  of  the  body  was  followed  by 
almost  immediate  ecchymosis. 
remarks. 

The  alarming  nature  of  cases  of  hasmorrhagic  ten- 
dency, and  the  rareness  of  their  occurrence,  renders 
any  similar  case,  however  trifling  in  itself,  of  consider- 
able importance,  until  the  principles  upon  which  to 
found  our  treatment,  are  fully  established.  A  close 
observation  of  the  two  instances  which  I  have  wit- 
nessed,* has  convinced  me  that  local  treatment  of 
every  description  acts  merely  as  a  palliative  whilst 
that  state  of  the  system  exists  upon  which  the  hnmor- 
rhsge  depends.  This  opinion  is  corroborated  by  Dr. 
Otto's  cases,t  and  by  his  remarks  upon  them.  My 
reliance  in  future  will  be  upon  internal  treatment,  by 
means  of  the  sulphate  of  soda.  Whether  a  free  dose 
of  calomel  and  colocynth  given  in  the  first  instance,  a 
plan  which  appears  to  me  likely  to  prove  beneficial, 
might  not  cause  the  sulphate  of  soda  to  act  more 
quickly  on  the  system,  is  a  question  wjiich  only 
experience  can  decide.  But  in  all  cases  in  which  the 
sulphate  has  been  given,  no  effect  upon  the  hemor- 
rhage appears  to  have  been  produced  until  this  medicine 
acted  upon  the  bowels,  which  have  usually  been  in  a 
constipated  state  during  several  days. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  opium,  diacetate  of  lead,  secale 
cornutum,  and  tincture  of  the  muriate  of  iron,  given 
internally,  produce  effects  upon  the  system  which  appear 
remedial  in  various  descriptions  of  hamonrbage  and  its 
consequences.  But  it  does  not  seem  essential  to  their 
action  on  the  system,  that  the  bowels  should  be  freely 
open)  en  the  contrary,  most  of  them  have  a  direct  ten- 
dency to  induce  constipation.  In  this  they  differ  from 
the  sulphate  of  soda,  and  consequently  there  is  a  great 
probability  that  they  cannot  be  efficacious  in  arresting 
similar  descriptions  of  hamorrhage. 

*  Vide  case  recorded  in  the  Protineia!  Medical  Journal, 
rol.  8,  page  143. 

t  London  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  for  1808. 
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It  is  with  some  concern  that  we  feel  ourselves 
called  upon  to  bring  before  our  readers  the  follow- 
ing  singularly  curious  example  of  judicial  and 
juridical  decision  in  favour  of  as  gross  an  instance 
of  empirical  practice  as  ever  infringed  upon  the 
provisions  of  the  Apothecaries'  Act.  The  case 
occurred  in  the  Worcester  Court  of  Pleas,  although 
we  understand  it  is  not  likely  to  stop  there. 

A  woman  of  the  name  of  Ann  Jones,  a  sick  nurse, 
and  vender  of  nostrums  for  curing  all  manner  of 
ills  in  man  and  beast,  sued  Richard  Price,  groom 
to  a  gentleman  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Worcester, 
for  two  pounds,  the  bill  of  particulars  of  which 
showed  a  long  array  of  boxes  of  pills,  ointment, 
and  so  forth.  It  appeared  that  the  defendant, 
being  on  friendly  terms  with  the  plaintiff  and  her 
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sisters,  at  three  different  limes  lent  them  £12  to 
put  distresses  out  of  their  house,  and  being  unable 
to  get  payment  of  the  debt  otherwise,  it  was 
recovered  by  suit,  whereupon  the  present  action 
was  brought.  Delivery  of  the  goods  having  been 
proved,  on  cross-examination  one  of  the  plaintiffs 
witnesses,  a  sister,  said,  "  We  sell  die  ointment  at 
2a.  6U,  and  the  pills  at  Is.  6d.  per  box,  and  the 
lotion  at  2s.  per  bottle;  the  ointment  is  very 
invaluable,  it  is  made  entirely  of  herbs,  and  cures 
all  sorts  of  diseases ;  the  materials  of  which  it  is 
composed  are  very  expensive  j  it  is  good  for  either 
man  or  beast;  I  can't  (said  the  witness,  with  a 
cunning  look)  tell  you  how  it's  made,  so  it's  not 
true  that  a  woman  can't  keep  a  secret.  The  medi- 
cine is  good  for  burns,  scalds,  scrofula,  rlieuraatism, 
gout,  and  numerous  other  diseases.  When, persons 
apply  to  my  sister  for  advice,  she  prescribes  what 
medicine  tbey  should  take,  and  tells  them  the 
number  of  piHs  they  wiU  require ;  sometimes  three 
cr  four  will  do,  and  this  number  may  be  increased 
up  to  twenty."  The  same  points  were  brought 
out  from  another  witness.  It  was  then  put  to  the 
Court  that  plaintiffs  own  witnesses  having  clearly 
shown  that  she  bad  been  practising  as  an  apothe- 
cary within  tljie  meaning  of  the  Act  55  Geo.  lit, 
C  J  9,  s,  20,  she  could  not  recover. 

Tlfet  case  of  toe  Apothecaries  Company  v.  Allen 
to,  in  which  Lord  Chief   Justice 


ingenuity  of  an  advocate  or  a  special  pleader, 
retained  for  the  express  purpose,  to  invent  so 
palpable  an  evasion  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Apothecaries'  Act,  it  was  scarcely  within  the 
province  of  the  Judge  either  to  aid  him  in  such  a 
course,  or  to  point  out  to  him  that  it  might  be 
adopted  with  effect. 

In  giving  a  charge,  the  duty  of  the  Judge  is  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  jury  to  the  leading  and 
important  facts  adduced  in  evidence  before  them  j 
to  give  to  the  evidence  its  proper  value  j  to  place  the 
law  of  the  case  in  its  just  light,  and  to  divest  the 
whole  proceedings  of  the  trial,  whether  criminal  or 
civil,  of  all  those  mystifications  in  which  the  pleaders 
on  either  side,  to  serve  ,the  purposes  of  their 
respective  clients,  are.  too  apt  to  endeavour  to 
involve  them.  Now,  if  the  Apothecaries*  Act  be 
of  any  value  at  all— if  it  have  any  meaning  what- 
ever in  regard  to  the  protection  which  it  affords,  or 
was  intended  to  afford,  against  the  practices  of 
unqualified  and  illegal  pretenders,  the  case  on 
which  we  are  commenting  is  precisely  one  which 
comes  under  its  provisions.  It  was  the  duty,  then, 
of  the  Magistrate  before  whom  the  case  was  heard 
rather  to  support  and  enforce  the  evident  intention 
of  the  Act,  therein  following  the  precedent 
established  by  the  decision  of  superior  Courts,  than 
to  exercise  his  skill  as  a  barrister,  in  pointing  out 
a  loop-hole  through  which  the  offender  might  creep, 
Daman  distinctly  laid  it  down  that  to  prescribe  as  aud  the  law,  which  it  is  his  province  to  administer, 
well  aa  prepare  die  medicines  was  to  act  as  an,  t&  rendered  null  and  void. 


apothecary  within  the  meaning  of  the  statute,  ■  a 
view  which  was  taken  by  the  whole  Court  on  the 
point  befng  argued  before  ft,  Mr.  Justice  Little- 
dale  saying,  "  I  don't  know  what  is  acting  or 
practising  as  an  apothecary  within  the  clause  in 
question  if  this  is  not.** 

It  was  therefore  submitted  on  the  part  of  die 
defendant  Price  that  there  could  be  no  doubt  on 
the  point,  and  that  consequently  there  was  nothing 
to  go  to  the  jury.  Some  technical  objection  how- 
ever was  urged  on  the  other  side,  and  the  presiding 
Magistrate  decided  on  sending  the  case  to  the  jury, 
remarking  in  his  summing  up, — that  it  was  for  them 
to  say  whether  it  had  been  shown  that  plaintiff 
had  acted  as  an  apothecary ;  if  she  had,  verdict 
must  be  for  defendant,  but  they  might  probably 
think  that  she  bad  sold  the  ointment,  pills,  &c,  as 
nostrums,  and  in  that  case  she  would  be  entitled  to 
a  verdict.  Nostrums  are  things  of  value,  as  might 
be  learned  from  Holy  Scriptures,  where  mention 
was  made  of  salves  and  other  nostrums.  The  jury 
found  for  the  plaintiff,  damages  £2. 

It  is  our  wish  at  all  times  to  treat  the  decisions 
of  Courts  of  Justice  with  deference,  and  to  shew 
every  respect  for  those  who  preside  over  them ; 
still  so  extraordinary  a  doctrine  as  that  laid  down 
by  the  Magistrate  in  the  present  instance,  as  to 
the  grounds  on  which  the  jury  were  to  found  their 
verdict,  cannot  be  allowed  to  pass  without  question. 
However  well  it  might  have  accorded  with  the 


We  are  indebted  for  the  heads  of  the  report  of 
the  trial  to  the  Worcester  Herald,  and  cannot 
refrain  from  quoting  the  very  judicious  comment 
with  which  the  account  given  of  it  concludes : — 

"  The  prodigious  amount  of  harm  done  by  ignorant 
and  empirical  pretenders  to  the  healing  art,  is  so  fre- 
quently thrust  upon  our  observation  in  the  most  fetal 
3kapcin  its  results,  that  we  cannot  help  expressing 
our  regret  that  the  learned  Judge  in  this  case  should 
unfortunately  have  placed  himself  in  the  position  of 
appearing  to  give  the  weight  of  bis  authority  to  the 
practices  of  .one  of  the  dangerous  fraternity.  The 
Apothecaries'  Act  was  a  small,  a  very  small  instalment  of 
medical  reform,  but  it  seems  to  us  that  if  Mr;  —  ** 
law  be  accurate  even  it  must  be  a  dead  letter.  What 
we  ask,  is  to  prevent  any  one  when  sued  under  its 
provisions  from  saying,  '  Oh  I  did  prescribe  it  is  very 
true,  but  I  prepared  no  medicines;  my  salves,  oint- 
ments, pills,  lotions,  were  nostrums.' " 

We  are  no  advocates  for  the  exercise  of  arbitrary 
power,  but  we  cannot  but  think  that  the  spirit  of 
inquiry  manifested  by  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  at  the 
wars  of  Montreuil,  in  the  time  of  Henry  the  Eighth, 
might  be  imitated  with  advantage  in  the  nineteenth 
century.  We  quote  Thomas  Gale's  aooount  of 
certain  empirical  practices  of  that  day,  from  the 
work  recently  issued  by  the  Sydenham  Society. 
*  I  remember,'*  says  he, "  when  I  was  in  the  wars  at 
Montreuil,  (1544)  in  the  time  of  that  most  famous 
Prince,  Henry  "VIJL,  there  was  a  great  rabbhanent 
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there,  that  took  upon  them  to  be  surgeons.  Some 
were  sow  gelders,  and  some  horse  gelders,  with 
tinkers  and  cobblers.  This  noble  sect  did  such 
great  cures*  that  they  got  themselves  a  perpetual 
name;  for  like  as  Thessalus*  sect  were  called 
Thessalions,  so  was  this  noble  rabblement,  for  their 
notorious  cures,  called  dog-leaches;  for  in  two 
dressings  they  did  commonly  make  their  cures 
whole  and  sound  for  ever,  so  that  they  neither 
felt  heat  nor  cold  nor  no  manner  of  pain  after. 
But  when  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  who  was  then 
genera),  understood  how  the  people  did  die,  and 
that  of  small  wounds,  he  sent  for  me  and  certain 
other  surgeons,  commanding  us  to  make  search 
how  these  men  came  to  their  death,  whether  it 
were  by  the  grievousness  of  their  wounds,  or  by 
the  lack  of  knowledge  of  the  surgeons,  and  we, 
according  to  our  commandment,  made  search 
through  all  the  camp,  and  found  many  of  the  same 
good  fellows  which  took  upon  them  the  names  of 
surgeons,  not  only  the  names,  but  the  wages  also. 
We  asking  of  them  whether  they  were  surgeons  or 
no,  they  said  they  were ;  we  demanded  with  whom 
they  were  brought  up,  and  they  with  shameless  faces, 
would  answer,  either  with  one  cunning  man,  or 
another,  which  was  dead.  Then  we  demanded  of 
them  what  cbtrurgery  stuff  they  bad  to  cure  men 
withal ;  and  they  would  shew  us  a  pot  or  a  box,  which 
they  had  in  a  budget,  wherein  was  such  trumpery  as 
they  did  use  to  grease  horses*  heels  withal,  and  laid 
upon  scabbed  horses*  backs,  with  verval  and  such 
like.  And  others  that  were  cobblers  and  tinkers, 
they  used  shoemakers*  wax,  with  the  rust  of  old 
pans,  and  made  therewithal  a  noble  salve,  as  they 
did  term  it.  But  in  the  end  this  worthy  rabble- 
asent  was  committed  to  the  Marshalsea,  and 
threatened  by  the  Duke's  Grace  to  be  hanged  for 
their  worthy  deeds,  except  they  would  declare  the 
truth,  what  they  were  and  of  what  occupations, 
and  in  the  end  they  did  confess,  as  I  have  declared 
to  you  before/*    p.  269. 


"  Anatomical  Manipulation :  or  the  Methods  qf  pur- 
eumg  Investigations  in  Comparative  Anatomy  and 
Phueeetogp.  Also  an  Introduction  to  the  Urns  of 
ike  Mieroscope,  $c.  By  Alfred  Tuuc,  M.R.C.S., 
M.C.8.,  and  Arthur  Hbnfre  y,  A.L.S.,  M.  Micr.,  S. 
with  illustrative  diagrams,"  London :  Van  Voorst, 
1844. 

The  authors  of  the  work  before  us  have  undertaken 
to  supply  the.  student  in  anatomy  with  directions  how 
to  proceed  la  the  examination  of  the  various  organs 
and  structures  found  in  the  animal  kingdom,  and  also 
how  to  preserve  these  for  future  exatnination.  They 
have  arranged  their  matter  under  three  general 
divisions. 

Hie  Ant  division  is  occupied  by  the  description  of 
the  various  appliances  for  dissecting,  and  all  the 
instruments  used  in  making  preparations.  The  second 
division  is  devoted  to  the  description  of  the  optical 
principles  on  which  the  microscope  is  made  j  a  portion 


that  might  have  been  left  out  without  injury  to  the 
work,  were  it  not  that  the  latter  part  of  the  article 
treats  of  the  use  of  this  instrument  as  adapted  to 
anatomical  research.  The  third,  and  by  for  the  meet 
important  division,  contains  instructions  for  dissecting, 
and  an  account  of  the  means  best  adapted  far  the 
preservation  of  animal  tissues. 

A  work  embracing  so  many  subjects  nmst  be  in 
great  part  a  compilation ;  for  there  are  few  who  have 
engaged  themselves  so  extensively  in  the  study  of 
comparative  anatomy  aa  to  enable  them  to  write  from 
their  own  experience  a  work  on  anatomical  manipu- 
lation. The  authors  have,  accordingly,  borrowed 
very  largely  from  a  French  work,  the  "  Traite  Pratique 
et  Theorique  d'Anatomie  Comparative."  They  have 
also  made  use  of  many  facts  mentioned  in  anatomical 
subjects  in  our  own  language.  Such  a  work  was, 
however,  much  wanted  in  our  language,  and  we 
owe  our  thanks  to  the  authors  for  having  bestowed 
their  labour  in  writing  a  book  upon  this  practical 
subject ;  and  although  the  work  is  sanity  in  the  absence 
pf  definite  instruction  in  many  points  where  the 
student  may  require  it — yet  on  the  whole  the  pro- 
duction must  be  considered  as  useful,  and  especially  in. 
the  present  scarcity  of  works  on  the  subject. 

The  chapter  which  treats  of  the  osseous  system  is 
By  far  the  most  perfect,  and  eihibits  a  considerable 
practical  knowledge  in  the  preparation  of  skeletons. 
That  which  treats  of  the  tegumentary  system,  on  the 
ether  hand,  is  far  from  satisfactory,  both  as  regards  the 
quality  and  the  quantity  of  the  matter  which  it 
Contains. 

:  The  general  arrangement  will  not  admit  of  much 
improvement,  but  ahoalda  second  edition  be  called 
tor,  we  would  strongly  urge  the  authors  to  condense 
tfre  matter  in  the  present  edition,  and  to  add  more 
practical  information,  so  that  the  student  who  is 
as  yet  a  novice  in  dissecting,  may  learn,  at  the  least 
possible  expenditure  of  time  in  reading,  the  method 
he  should  pursue  in  examining  the  particular  part 
with  which  he  is  desirous  of  becoming  acquainted. 
Descriptions  cannot  be  too  plain  nor  too  mnch  in  detail 
by  which  beginners  are  to  be  instructed,  but  at  the 
same  time  they  should  be  in  as  few  words  as  possible, 
otherwise  they  become  tedious,  and  will  not  be  read. 

In  conclusion,  we  recommend  to  our  readers  the 
above  work,  aa  the  best  in  our  language  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  although  we  cannot  give  unqualified  praise, 
yet  we  would  criticise  it  in  no  unfriendly  spirit,  and 
trust  that  we  may  soon  see  a  second  and  an  improved 
edition. 


Advice  to  Mothers  on  the  Management  of  their  Offr 
spring,  daring  the  periods  of  Infancy,  Childhood, 
and  Youth.  By  Pye  Henry  Chayasse,  Member  of 
.the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  London.  Third 
■  Edition.    London  and  Birmingham,  1843.    pp.  219. 

Advice  to  Wives  on  the  Management  of  themselves 
during  the  Periods  qf  Pregnancy,  Labour,  and 
Suckling.  By  Pye  Henry  Chavasse,  Member  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  London.  Second 
Edition.      London  and  Birmingham,  1843.  pp.  91. 

These  works  it  will  be  at  once  perceived  from 
their  titles  are  intended  for  general  circulation,  and 
they  teem  to  be  well  fitted  for  the  purpose  of  affording 
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useful  information  on  many  points  on  which  young 
wives  and  young  mothtrt  rtqttirt  advice.  Although 
we  are  precluded  from  giving  any  extended  notice  of 
them,  we  saay  observe  that,  on  looking  them  through, 
away  of  the  directions,  especially  with  respect  to  the 
nt  of  children,  have  struck  us  as  being 
i  if  followed,  well  adapted  to  contribute 
to  the  welfare  of  the  infant  and  child.  They  may 
peart  useful  also  to  medical  practitioners  as  well  as  to 
those  to  whom  they  are  more  especially  addressed,  by 
dieectin*;  their  attention  to  many  of  the  so-called 
nrieor  bnt  really  essential  points  in  the  domestic 
management  of  families  in  which  an  opinion  is  not 
infrequently  asked  for. 


ANONYMOUS  CORRESPONDENT  OF  THE 
LANCET. 

to  the  ed1t0bofthb  provincial  medical  and 
suroioal  jourxal. 
Sin, 
A  acurrflous  attack  on  the  Provincial  Medical  Journal 
having  appeared  in  the  second  number  of  the  new 
Lancet,  in  the  form  of  a  letter,  professedly  written  by 
one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  Provincial  Medical 
and   Surgical   Association,  and   dated   Nottingham, 
March  27, 1844 ;  we,  the  undersigned,  being  the  wfofr 
of  the  Nottingham    members  of  that   Association, 
hereby  declare  that  no  one  of  us  wrote,  or  Was  in  any 
way  cognizant  of,  the  letter  In  question  j — 

JOHN  CALTHORP  WILLIAMS,  M.D. 
JOHN  HIGGINBOTTOM. 
CHARLES  STORER,  MJ>. 
BOOTH  EDDISON. 
THOMAS  WILSON. 

F.  SIBSON. 
ROBERT  DAVISON. 
J.  N.  THOMPSON. 

G.  M.  WHITE. 
HENRY  TAYLOR,  M.D. 

Henry  Payne,  M.D.,  of  Nottingham,  Member  of  the 
Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  presents 
his  rosports  to  the  Editor  of  the  Provincial  Medical 
mmd  Surgical  Journal,  and  informs  hhu  that  he  did  not 
write,  and  that  he  does  not  know  who  did  write,  the 
letter  that  has  appeared  in  the  2nd  number  of  the 
New  Lancet,  which  reflects  on  the  Provincial  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal. 

Newhill,  near  Rotherham,  Yorkshire. 
4th  month,  7th,  1844. 

[Dr.  Payne  was  from  home,  as  the  date  of  his  note 
shews,  when  the  letter  to  which  it  is  attached  was 
drawn  up  and  signed.  The  Editor  begs  to  offer  his 
best  thanks  to  the  Nottingham  Members  of  the  Asso- 
ciation for  the  manner  in  which  they  have  come  for- 
ward in  support  of  the  Journal  on  this  occasion.] 


CRIPTOGAMIC  VEGETATIONS  (?)  ON  THE 
MUCOUS    MEMBRANE    OF   THE   STOMACH. 

*o  thb  aniToa  or  THE  provincial  mbmoal  awb 
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Sib, 


In  the  Provincial  Medical  Journal,  No.  179,  is  an 
account  of  M  Cryptogenic  Vegetations  on  the  Mucous 
Membrane  of  the  Stomach  after  Death,*'  by  Dr.  Lees. 
A  short  time  before  it  was  published,  I  had  examined 
a  body  disinterred  18  months  after  death,  on  suspicion 
of  there  baring  been  poisoning  with  arsenic,  and  found 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach ,  as  Dr.  Lees  de- 
scribes it  in  his  case,  of  a  deep  chocolate  colour.  AMhe 
cardiac  extremity  it  was  studded  with  numerous 
white  granular  bodies  about  the  size  of  millet  seeds. 
There  were  none  at  the  pyloric  extremity  nor  in  nnjf 
Other  part  of  the  alimentary  canal.  At  first  it  was 
thought  these  bodies  might  be  arsenic,  but  upon  exami- 
nation  by  the  usual  tests,  they  yielded  the  same  results 
as  adipocire.  This  also  agrees  with  Christison  and 
ttachner's  opinion  of  what  appear  to  be  similar  substan- 
ces found  under  the  same  circumstances.  The  stomach 
and  intestines,  with  their  contents,  were  taken  to  London 
by  my  partner,  Mr.  Turner,  and  examined  by  Dr. 
Leatheby,  of  the  London  Hospital,  who  could  not 
ttetect  arsenic. 

I  hare  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  AYLING  BLAGDEN. 

fetworth,  March,  30th,  1844. 


TO  THB  XMTOR  OF  THB  PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  ABO 


Sin, 


SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


There  are  two  anonymous  letters  m  the  Provincial 
Medical  Journal,  of  the  10th  of  February  and  2nd  of 
March,  under  the  signature  of  "  A  Provincial,"  from 
"  Doneaster"  respecting  the  qualifications  of  Poor-law 
Medical  Officers,  which  I,  as  well  as  other  practitioners 
in  this  vicinity,  think  ought  not  to  hare  been  allowed 
to  be  inserted  without  being  authenticated  by  the 
author's  name  and  residence. 

Much  as  I  regret  that  there  are  persons  practising 
as  apothecaries  and  general  practitioners  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood, without  the  proper  legal  qualification,  I 
still  more  regret  that  there  should  be  one  legal  practi- 
tioner, who  can  so  far  forget  what  his  station  in  life 
requires  of  him,  as  to  allow  himself,  from  any  cause,  to 
write  anonymoutly  against  the  character  of  any  one. 

To  set  this  matter  right  before  the  profession,  I  hope 
ypu  will  give  the  name  of  the  author  of  these  two 
letters,  If  you  know  it :  and  if  not,  that  the  writer  will) 
in  reply  to  this,  do  that  justice  to  aU  parties  himself. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  J.  SHEARMAN. 

Rotherham,  March  tf^p^  by  ( 
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FRENCH  ACADEMY  OF  SCIENCES. 
Sir  Benjamin  Brodie  has  recently  been  elected  a 
Corresponding  Member  of  the  Academy  in  the  Section 
of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  to  the  vacancy  caused  by  the- 
death  of  Sir  AsUey  Cooper.  The  unsuccessful  candi- 
dates were— Valentine  Mott,  Dieffenbach,  Chelius, 
Stromeyer,  and  Riberi.  Thirty -nine  votes  were 
recorded  for  Sir  B.  Brodie  out  of  forty-three.  At  the 
same  sitting  a  similar  vacancy  in  the  Section  of 
Anatomy  and  Zoology  was  filled  up  by  the  Prince  of 
Canino  (Charles  Bonaparte.)  Goldfuss,  Kirby,  M'Leay, 
Cams,  MOllcr,  Rathke\  and  Valentin,  were  among  the 
unsuccessful  candidates. 


SYMPTOMS  PRODUCED  BY  DIFFERENT 

NARCOTICS. 
Belladonna,  besides  its  narcotic  effect,  is  productive 
of  furious  delirium  and  great  congestion  in  the  brain, 
ffemloch  and  henbane  have  rather  a  soporific  than  a 
narcotic  power,  but  they  produce  cerebral  congestion 
and  convulsions.  Stramonium  excites  a  scarlatinous 
redress  of  the  skin.  Nux  vomica  and  strychnine  bring 
on  epileptic  convulsions,  and  a  peculiar  rigidity  of  the 
extremities,  symptoms  lasting  till  a  sudden  prostration 
takes  place.  Alcoholic  drinks  produce  lethargy  with 
spasms,  but  no  strikingly  marked  congestion.  Opium 
and  morphine  cause  slight  delirium,  which  soon  gives 
way  to  supineness ;  face  ruddy,  and  extremities  cool ; 
pulse  weak  and  tremulous;  constipation,  or  else 
involuntary  evacuations.  Tobacco  causes  a  state  of 
asphyxia  and  syncope,  paralysis  and  relaxation  of  the 
limbs,  and  involuntary  evacuations.  Poisonous  fungi, 
with  a  true  narcotic  effect,  make  the  extremities  cold, 
and  cause  constipation  ;  abdomen  inflated  and  painful ; 
pupils  contracted.  Prussic  acid,  bitter  almonds,  &c, 
induce  a  state  of  asphyxia  and  paralysis,  and  if  death 
be  not  immediate,  a  soporific  state,  with  congestion  in 
the  brain. — Eitem  in  Medicmische  Zeihmg. — American 
Journal  of  Medical  Sciences. 


CLUB  FOOT  CURED  AT  AN  ADVANCED  AGE. 
A  case  of  club  foot,  in  a  woman  73  years  of  age, 
successfully  treated,  is  announced  as  having  been  com- 
municated to  the  Editor  of  the  American  Journal  of 
the  Medical  Sciences,  by  Dr.  J.  B.  Brown,  of  Boston. 
Neither  the  particulars  of  the  case,  nor  the  method 
of  treatment  followed,  are  however  given. 


OBITUARY. 
We  regret  to  have  to  announce  the  loss  which  the 
Provincial  Association  has  just  sustained  in  the  death 
of  Dr.  Barlow,  of  Bath.  Dr.  Barlow  was  one  of  the 
original  members,  and  from  the  first  formation  of  the 
Association  until  the  last  few  weeks  of  his  life,  when 
the  encroachments  of  disease  prostrated  his  energies, 
sever  ceased  to  manifest  the  warmest  interest  in  its 
concerns.  The  Retrospective  Address  at  the  first 
anniversary  meeting  held  at  Bristol,  in  the  year  1833/ 
was  read  by  Dr.  Barlow,  and  when  the  Association 
met  at  Bath  in  the  year  1838,  he  succeeded  to  the 
office  of  President,  to  which  he  had  been  elected  on 
the  preceding  anniversary.  It  is  unnecessary  to  dwell 
on  the  untiring  zeal  and  ability  with  which  he  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  this  office  and  of  every  other 
in  which  he  engaged  for  the  benefit  of  the  Associa- 
tion.   They  are  fresh  in  the  recollection  of  most  of 


the  members.     It  would  however  be  wrong  to  pea* 

over  without  remark  the  strenuous  efforts  which  hm 
made  in  placing  the  question  of  Medical  Reform,  of 
which  he  was  one  of  the  oldest  as  well  as  most  able 
advocates,  on  sound  and  intelligible  principles.  To  hi» 
advice  and  assistance  on  this  question  as  well  a*  on 
many  others  in  which  important  interests  were  con? 
cerned,  (he  Council  have  from  time  to  time  been 
greatly  indebted  to  him.  His  removal  from  the  sphere 
of  his  usefulness,  they,  in  common  with  the  Associations 
and  we  may  add  the  Profession  at  large,  will  long  feel 
and  lament. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

List  of  gentlemen  admitted  Members,  on  Friday, 
March  29,  1844  :— N.  B.  Gill;  H.  Bellinghnrst ;  T. 
PhiUbrick;  T.  Nott;  N.  Kennicott;  G.  F.  Moreton; 
R.  J.  Scott;  T.  Cochrane;  W.  Hoare;  H.  Hillier  ;  A. 
Mason  ;  and  C.  Roberts. 


APOTHECARIES'  HALL,  March  14,  1844. 

Certificates  of  qualification  to  practice,  were  granted 
to  John  Wickens  West,  of  Poole ;  George  Padley,  of 
Swansea;  Benjamin  Johnson  Webb,  of  Exeter;  and 
Jacob  Dickson  Hunter,  of  Lockwood,  Yorkshire. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


Communications  have  been  received  from  Dr.  Shapter, 
Mr.  Bree,  Mr.  Nunneley,  Dr.  Watinough,  and  Dr. 
Charlton.  We  have  to  apologize  for  the  delay  which 
has  occurred  in  the  insertion  of  several  valuable 
papers  and  cases,  arrangements  are  however  in  pro- 
gress by  which  this  will  we  hope  be  obviated  in 
future. 

A  Constant  Reads*.— We  fear  not :— Even  in  the 
cases  expressly  contemplated  in  the  order  of  the 
Poor-Law  Commissioners,  the  claim  for  extra  remu- 
neration lias  too  often  been  made  the  pretext  for  a 
corresponding  permanent  reduction  in  the  amount  of 
the  salary. 

Medical  Witnesses.— 1(  each  of  the  Surgeons  in 
attendance  received  a  summons  from  the  Coroner 
to  give  evidence,  and  they  were  severally  required 
to  assist  at  the  post  mortem  examination,  we  do  not 
see  on  what  principle  the  fee  of  three  guineas  was 
allotted.  The  Act  is  express,  and  states  the  fee  for 
every  medical  witness  to  be  one  guinea  for  attend- 
ance to  give  evidence  without  post  mortem  exami- 
nation, and  two  guineas  with.  There  seems  to  be 
some  difference  of  opinion  with  respect  to  the 
mileage,  and  the  custom  may  possibly  be  different 
in  different  parts  of  the  country. 

Several  letters  have  been  received  in  answer  to  the 
Notice  respecting  the  name  and  address  of  members 
of  the  Association.  The  corrections  pointed  out 
shall  be  carefully  attended  to. 

It  is  requested  that  all  letters  and  communications  be 
sent  to  Dr.  Streeten,  Foregate  Street,  Worcester. 
Parcels,  and  books  for  review,  may  be  addressed  to 
the  Editor  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  care  of  Mr.  Churchill,  Princes  Street,  Soho. 
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ON  OPIUM,  AS  A  REMEDY  FOR  THE  EFFECTS 
OF  UTERINE  HEMORRHAGE. 

Br   Thomas  Dorrington,  Esa.f 

Surgeon  to  the  Manchester  and  Salford  Lying-m 
Hospital. 
(Concluded /romp.  17.)  , 

u  Opium  acts  as  a  cordial,  tnlttng  the  irritability  of  Hie 
patient,  and  producing  a  sleep,  or  at  any  rate,  a  com- 
posing stupor ;"  and  again,  "  I  strongly  recommend 
opium  in  large  doses,  and  in  the  solid  form,  in  those 
cases  of  irritability  produced  by  a  loss  of  blood  which 
Bad  previously  taken  place ;  but  that  only  when  die 
uterus  h  contracted,  and  the  danger  from  flooding  is 
past."  Now  bis  objections,  if  based  on  facts,  would 
be  fatal  to  the  use  of  the  drug ;  because,  as  was  said 
in  the  beginning  of  the  paper,  opium  is  not  intended 
to  supersede  the  usual  means  of  producing  nterine 
contraction,  on  which  alone  we  must  depend  for  the* 
permanent  suppression  of  haemorrhage,  but  as  a  valu- 
able auxiliary  in  counteracting  the  bad  •fleet*  of  fott 
Of  bhod  on  the  system.  He  states  that  opium  M  takes 
off  both  muscular  and  uterine  action ;  it  disables  the 
uterus  therefore  from  contracting,  even  were  it  so  dis- 
posed.** 

This  statement  however  is  only  true  to  a  very 
limited  extent,  as  far  as  I  have  observed;  and  the 
proportion  of  truth  that  it  contains  I  will  proceed  to 
show.  Three  kinds  of  contraction  are  noticed  m 
the  uterus,  vis.,  intervallic  contraction,  attended  with 
pain,  and  commonly  called  "  labour  pains  ;M  tonic 
contraction  or  the  contraction  of  tissue,  unattended 
frith  pain;  and  irregular  or  spasmodic  contraction, 
attended  with  violent  pain,  commonly  culled  "  false 
pains.**  Now  the  first  and  last  of  these  varieties  of 
contraction  have  this  in  common,  that  they  are  not 
constan^whentbe  n tenia  is  in  a  normal  state,  but  come 
on  at  intervals,  whilst  the  tonic  contraction  Of  the  uterus 
Is  constant,  and  not  increased  at  intervals.  It  is  almost 
needless  to  remind  the  reader  that  on  the  tonic  contrac- 
tion of  the  uterus  we  depend  for  the  suppression  of 
iNemorrhage.  As  far  as  I  have  seen,  opium  has  very 
little  effect  in  suppressing  genhine  "  labour  pains," 
and  none  at  all  in  diminishing  the  tonic  contraction 
of  Use  uterus.  The  only  species  of  uterine  action 
over  which  it  has  much  power  is  the  spasmodic  con- 
traction, whether  it  shows  itself  in  the  form  of  "  false 
pains*'  before  or  during  labour,  or  hourglass  contrac- 
tion, and  spasm  of  the  cervix  uteri,  or  any  other 
Irregular  kind  of  contraction  after  labour,  and  orer 
these  it  exerts  a  considerable  and  salutary  influence.  I 
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liave  never  seen  true  labour  suspended  by  a  large 
opiate,  but  have  often  had  to  resort  to  free  bleeding, 
when  I  have  wished  to  check  violent  action;  both  inter- 
vallic and  tonic,  during  difficult  and  protracted 
labours,  when  I  have  dreaded  rupture  of  the  uterus; 
although  I  have  previously  given  a  fluid  raChm  or 
two  fluidrachms  of  tincture  of  opium,  in  the  vain 
expectation  that  this  might  control  the  inordinate 
contraction.  Loss  of  blood,  whether  by  means  of  the 
lancet,  or  spontaneously  as  in  haemorrhage,  is  the 
only  agent  that  I  know  of,  that  has  much  influence 
in  diminishing  these  varieties  of  uterine  action  \  and 
whoever  relies  on  opium,  antimony,  or  any  other  drug 
for  the  attainment  of  this  end,  when  it  is  imperatively 
necessary  for  the  safety  of  his  patient,  will  find  that' 
he  has  miscalculated  the  strength  of  his  remedy. 
Spasmodic  pains  that  sometimes  precede,  or  accom- 
pany the  beginning  of  labour,  arc  much  relieved  by 
opiates ;  and  I  suspect  that  when  true  labour  is  sup- 
posed to  have  been  thus  suspended,  the  case  has  in- 
reality  been  one  where  false  pains  have  been  allayed. 

Whether  I  am  correct  or  not  in  the  view  I  take  as  ta 
the  slight  effect  of  opium  in  suspending  true  labour 
pains,  I  can  safely  say  that  no  facts  have  been  recorded 
which  tend  to  prove  that  tonic  contraction  of  the 
uterus  has  been  diminished  or  annihilated  by  an  opiate, 
however  large ;  whilst  Dr.  Duncan  Stewart's  cases  en 
the  other  hand  show  thai  the  uterus  contracts  .aa. 
readily  and  as  firmly  in  cases  where  laqre  doses  o 
opium  hare  been  given,  as  when  the  cases  have  been 
treated  by  stimulants.  Until,  tlierefore,  Dr.  F.  H. 
Ramstotham  can  adduce  evidence  against  the  use  of 
opium  as  strong  as  Dr.  D.  Stewart  does  for  it,  in  respect 
of  this  question  of  uterine  contraction,  his  objections 
must  be  considered  theoretical;  and  his  statements 
respecting  the  power  of  opium  over  uterine  action  be 
considered  as  true  only  in  so  far  as  they  refer  to  spasm 
of  the  uterus. 

The  best  mode  of  administering  opium  in  uterine 
haemorrhage  is  in  the  form  of  tincture  mixed  with 
water.  Dr.  Duncan  Stewart  combined  laiulanum  and 
brandy  in  some  cases,  though  not  in  all,  and  i  have  oft 
one  or  two  occasions  adopted  this  plan ;  hut  I  cannot 
say  that  the  combination  has  any  better  effects  than 
the  laudanum  alone.  Mr.  Hunt  objects  to  the  com* 
bination  on  the  ground  that  the  action  of  brandy  on 
the  system  is  contrary  to  that  of  large  doses  of  opium, 
being  stimulating,  and  so  far  injurious.  I  was  led  to 
use  the  brandy  along  with  the  laudanum,  in  cases  were 
there  was  rather  a  tendency  to  syncope  than  to  jactita- 
tion and  restlessness,  on  the  theoretical  grounds  that 
the  brandy  might  be  nsefnl  in  rousing  the  patient, 
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where  a  degree  of  reaction  teemed  desirable.  I  have, 
however,  repeatedly  used  laudanum  alone  in  atrnilar 
eases,  and  the  effect  hae  appeared  aa  decided  aa  where 
both  were  given.  Perhaps,  too,  we  should  avoid 
giving  anything  to  cause  reaction,  where  syncope  exists, 
as  this  is  curative  in  its  tendency  in  all  hemorrhages. 
Dr.  Duncan  Stewart  recommends  solid  opium  where 
laudanum  is  vomited,  but  in  this  form  the  remedy  acts 
rather  slowly;  and  my  experience  accords  with  that  of 
Mr.  Hunt  in  this  particular— vis.,  that  a  second  and 
third  dose  will  often  remain  on  the  stomach,  although 
the  first  has  been  rejected.  I  may  remark,  that 
although  opium  is  always  useful  in  uterine  haemorrhage, 
yet  its  good  effects  are  moat  marked  in  those  severe 
cases  where  these  is  great  lestlecsness,  jactitation, 
deUriuaa,  and  excitement  of  the  nervous  and  muscular 
sjejeaats,  for  in  these  oases  it  acta  almost  like  a  charm. 

I  append  a  few  cases,  very  concisely  dsawn  up  from 
nates  taken  at  the  time  of  their  occurrence.  It  will 
he  noticed  that  I  do  not  enter  into  any  details  as  to 
the  subsequent  progress  of  the  esses,  the  reason  for  which 
in,  that  there  was  nothing  remarkable  in  them,  and  it 
is  always  very  undesirable  to  make  cases  too  long. 
It  will  be  also  noticed  that  in  most  of  the  cases,  the 
hamoflrbage  occurred  after  delivery,  but  it  must  not 
be  understood  from  this,  that  I  should  object  to 
aataintster  the  drug  before  or  during  labour,  if  the 
effects  of  the  haemorrhage  were  such  es  to  require  it 
Of  course  in  such  cases  the  use  of  opium  does  not 
supersede  the  ordinary  treatment,  as  will  be  seen  in 
the  third  case. 

Cask  i. 

Mrs.  P„  about  30  years  of  age,  had  always  been 
Ruble  to  hemorrhage  during  or  after  labour,  being  a 
delicate  woman,  of  sanguine  temperament,  and  very 
excitable.  She  fell  into  labour  on  the  5th  of  April, 
IWt,  and  in  three  hours  and  a  quarter  the  labour  had 
terminated,  and  the  placenta  been  expelle  In  a  very 
lew  minutes  after  the  latter  occurrence,  although  the 
uterus  had  seemed  to  contract  tolerably  well,  and  her 
binder  bad  been  firmly  applied,  haemorrhage  came  on, 
attended  with  some  tendency  to  uterine  spasm,  as 
indicated  by  short  severe  after  pains.  Although  the 
flooding  was  by  no  means  very  abundant,  she  began  to 
have  vertigo,  and  nearly  went  off  into  a  state  of  syncope ; 
the  uterus  being  relaxed.  I  administered  one  fluidrachm 
and  a  half  of  tincture  of  opium,  in  a  little  water, 
which  revived  her,  and  applied  grasping  pressure  to 
the  uterus  through  the  abdominal  parietes.  The 
hemorrhage  began  to  diminish  and  the  uterus  to 
contract,  and  in  about  ten  minutes  I  again  administered 
one  fluidrachm  of  tincture  of  opium,  as  the  vertigo 
still  remained  in  some  degree.  After  this  she  felt 
very  comfortable,  and  no  more  haemorrhage  occurring, 
got  an  hour  or  two  of  refreshing  sleep.  After  tbe  first. 
dose  of  laudanum  the  irregular  action  of  the  uterus 
seemed  to  disappear,  and  to  be  replaced  by  normal 
tonic  contraction.  She  recovered  remarkably  well,  so 
that  I  had  no  occasion  to  visit  her  after  nine  days. 
Casb  ii. 

On  October  10, 1843, 1  was  sent  for  by  a  midwife, 

to  see  Mrs.  M'C ,  about  £6    years  of  age,  on 

account  of  severe  haemorrhage.  It  was  her  second 
labour,  and  the  progress  of  this  was,  according  to  the 
account  of  tbe  midwife,  who  was  experienced,  in  evtry 


respect  natural,  and  terminated  in  three  hours  and  a 
half  from  its  commencement  in  the  spontaneous 
expulsion  of  tbe  placenta.  Before  this  came  away/ 
considerable  haemorrhage  took  place,  and  continued 
for  some  time  after  its  expulsion.  I  saw  the  patient 
about  an  hour  after  the  commencement  of  the  flooding, 
and  when  I  arrived  it  had  ceased ;  but  the  effects  of 
loss  of  blood  were  very  obvious.  She  lay  prostrate  and 
pale,  very  anxious,  occasionally  tossing  about  from  side 
to  side,  and  throwing  her  arms  about  her  head.  The 
uterus  was  pretty  well  contracted,  but  larger  than  it 
usually  is  after  tbe  expulsion  of  tbe  placenta  $  the 
pulse  rapid  and  feeble,  and  the  skin  cold  and  clammy. 
From  the  quantity  of  discharge  I  saw,  the  haemorrhage 
must  have  been  copious.  The  midwife  had  given  her 
twenty  minims  of  tincture  of  opium  before  I  arrived,  in 
some  brandy  and  water.  I  immediately  administered 
one  fluidrachm  of  tincture  of  opium,  and  after  a  abort 
time  left  her,  aa  there  was  no  further  discharge,  and 
as  she  had  become  tranquil  and  comfortable. 

I  saw  her  again  in  about  three  hours,  and  found  her 
very  composed  and  in  very  good  spirits.  The  day  after 
she  was  as  well  as  many  patients  are  who  have  no 
haemorrhage,  and  progressed  so  rapidly  inber  recovery 
afterwards,  that  by  the  end  of  the  week  she  had  left 
her  bed-room. 

Casb  hi. 
On  August  29, 1842, 1  was  sent  for  by  a  midwife  to 
one  of  the  patients  of  the  Manchester  and  Salford 
Lying-in  Hospital,  on  account  of  accidental  uterine 
haemorrhage  before  labour.  The  woman  stated  that 
she  had  been  washing  hard  all  the  afternoon,  and  at 
half-past  eight,  p.m.,  she  began  to  flood ;  she  thought 
that  she  was  a  fortnight  off  the  full  term  of  pregnancy. 
Prom  the  time  that  the  flooding  commenced  till  half- 
past  eleven,  p.m.,  when  I  first  saw  her,  a  very  consi- 
derable quantity  of  blood  came  away ;  and  tbe  midwife 
stated  that  the  woman  had  been  rendered  quite  faint, 
vomited,  yawned,  had  jactitation,  imperceptible  pulse, 
and  "  two  fits."  She  had  taken  a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  brandy  before  I  came,  and  I  found  her  somewhat 
better  than  she  had  been.  She  was  still,  however, 
very  pallid,  with  her  lips  colourless,  a  cold  clammy 
sweat  on  her  face,  a  feeble,  small,  frequent  pulse,  and 
complained  of  burning  pain  above  the  pubis.  Tbe 
haemorrhage  still  continued  to  drain  away  from  her. 
The  os  uteri  was  thickish,  rugous  inside,  about  half  an 
inch  long,  and-dilated  the  size  of  half-a-crown.  Tbe 
head  presented,  covered  tightly  by  the  membranes, 
no  liquor  atnnii  intervening,  which  induced  the  midwife 
to  suppose  that  the  membranes  had  ruptured  before 
her  arrival.  I  gave  one  fluidrachm  and  a  half  of 
tincture  of  opium,  and  then  ruptured  the  membranes. 
The  haemorrhage  ceased,  the  pulse  became  firmer,  the 
skiu  warmer,  and  the  feeling  of  exhaustion  much 
relieved.  Labour  came  on  almost  immediately,  and 
terminated  in  four  hours  and  a  half,  the  placenta 
eoinsng  away  naturaHy.  The  child  was  dead,  and 
exhibited  very  marked  signs  of  venous  congestion 
about  the  head  and  body.  After  tbe  termination  of 
the  labour,  one  fluidrachm  and  a  half  more  of  tincture 
of  opium  was  given. 

Tbe  next  morning  she  said  she  had  passed  aa  excel- 
lent night,  having  slept  very  soundly.  She  had  no 
after  pains,  nor  pain  in  the  head,  and  recovered  well 
and  rapidly. 
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With  regard  to  the  death  of  the  child,  from  tenons 
congestion  of  the  head,  I  may  here  say  that  I  hare  not 
unfrequently  teen  this  in  cases  of  severe  hemorrhage ; 
and,  indeed,  am  inclined  to  think  that  we  more  fre- 
quently witness  this  appearance  than  that  of  pallor  in 
such  cases. 

She  stated  that  she  felt  the  child  more  just  before 
the  flooding  begun,  but  never  after. 

Cask  xv. 

On  the  23rd  of  October,  1842,  a  midwife  of  the 
Manchester  and  Salford  Lying-in-Hospital  summoned 
me  to  a  case  of  accidental  haemorrhage  before  labour. 
The  patient  was  one  of  the  mosl  delicate  women  I  have 
ever  attended,  as  may  be  supposed  when  I  state  that 
she  had  miscarried,  or  had  premature  labours  seven 
times,  before  this  pregnancy.  She  was  at  about  the 
sixth  or  seventh  month,  and  had  not  felt  the  child 
move  for  several  days.  I  saw  her  at  one  p.m.,  and 
although  the  flooding  had  not  been  copious,  it  bad 
affected  her  severely,  for  she  felt  very  faint,  cold, 
sick,  and  thirsty,  was  very  pallid,  and  had  a  very 
feeble  pulse.  She  had  felt  trifling  pains  for  two  or 
three  hours,  and  each  pain  was  accompanied  by  a 
gush  of  slight  haemorrhage.  The  os  uteri  was  thick, 
hard,  and  dilated  to  about  the  size  of  a  half-crown,  but 
was  oval.  I  gave  her  one  flnidrachm  of  tincture  of 
opium,  and  remained  with  her  about  an  hour,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  she  had  become  warmer,  and  felt  less 
faint,  and  the  discharge  bad  ceased,  as  well  as  the  gains 
that  had  accompanied  it.  In  about  four  hours,  without 
a  recurrence  of  the  flooding,  labour  came  on,  and  in 
about  one  hour  and  a  half  terminated  in  the  birth  of 
a  dead  child,  at  the  sixth  and  a  half  month.  In 
ten  minutes  about  a  pint  of  coagula  and  the  placenta 
were  expelled;  no  haemorrhage  followed,  but  as  the 
pulse  was  feeble,  and  the  woman  felt  rather  sick,  I 
gave  one  flnidrachm  of  tincture  of  opium. 

This  woman  suffered  subsequently  for  a  week  or 
thereabouts  from  pulsating  pain  in  the  head,  which 
was  much  relieved  by  five  minim  doses  of  laudanum 
given  every  four  hours.  She  recovered  very  slowly 
from  the  effects  of  her  labour,  as  might  be  antici- 
pated from  the  shattered  state  of  health  in  which  she 
was  when  it  came  on.  Indeed,  so  completely  had  her 
constitution  been  undermined  by  her  numerous  mis- 
carriages, that  I  considered  her  a  permanent  invalid  at 
the  time  that  she  was  discharged  from  the  hospital. 

I  adduce  this  case  to  prove  that,  even  under  the 
most  unpropitious  circumstances,  the  treatment  I  am 
advocating  may  be  adopted  with  advantage. 

Cask  v. 
On  the  8th  of  April,  1843, 1  was  summoned  in  haste 
by  a  midwife  to  a  patient  of  the  Manchester  and  Salford 
Lywg-m-Hospttsl,  who  had  retention  of  the  placenta 
with  uaMaorrbage.  The  labour  was  natural,  and  the 
child  was  bom  three  hours  and  a  quarter  after  its 
commencement,  according  to  the  account  of  the 
midwife.  Owing  to  some  delay  on  the  part  of  the 
messenger,  I  did  not  arrive  till  alter  the  placenta  had 
been  retained  three  hours  and  a  quarter.  It  was 
however  Just  being  expelled  when  I  arrived,  and  I  bad 
only  to  withdraw  it  from  the  vagina ;  it  was  one  of 
the  oblong  oval  form.  My  attention  however  was 
forcibly  attracted  to  the  condition  of  the  woman,  who 
wag  evidently  suffering  most  severely  from  loss  of 


blood.  I  questioned  the  midwife  closely,  but  though 
she  acknowledged  there  had  been  some  haemorrhage, 
she  denied  that  there  had  been  much.  However  that 
might  be,  and  I  did  not  place  much  reliance  on  her 
account,  I  never  witnessed  any  case  of  flooding  in 
which  a  greater  effect  had  been  produced  on  the 
system.  The  lips  were  perfectly  colourless,  the  pulse 
almost  imperceptible,  the  akin  cold  and  bedewed  with 
cold  sweat ;  the  head  giddy,  and  the  voice  nearly  inau- 
dible :  there  was  however  neither  vomiting  nor  jactita- 
tion. Hie  uterus  was  flabby,  but  with  a  little  friction 
soon  contracted  to  a  moderate  degree  of  firmness.  I  gave 
two  fluidrachms  and  a  half  of  tincture  of  opium  in 
the  course  of  ten  minutes,  but  still  I  could  not  feel  the 
pulse  become  any  firmer  or  more  distinct ;  but  on  the 
contrary,  it  became  more  and  more  imperceptible.  So 
bad  did  I  consider  the  case,  that  I  summoned  Dr. 
Radford  and  Mr.  Hunt  in  consultation,  and  went  off 
for  the  transfusion  syringe,  leaving  the  woman  in  the 
care  of  the  midwife,  with  full  directions  how  to  treat 
her  till  my  return.  Mr.  Hunt  arrived  in  about  55 
minutes  after  I  left,  but  could  not  distinguish  the 
pulsation  at  the  wrist  when  he  first  saw  her.  In  about 
five  or  ten  minutes,  however,  it  again  became  per- 
ceptible, and  was  120  in  the  minute.  He  moistened 
the  woman's  lips  with  a  little  water,  and  by  degrees 
she  became  so  much  revived  as  to  be  able  to  answer 
questions;  and  in  half  an  hour,  when  I  arrived,  she 
expressed  herself  as  feeling  tolerably  comfortable. 
There  had  been  no  haemorrhage  after  I  left,  and  the 
uterus  was  pretty  well  contracted;  the  puisewas 
moderately  firm,  and  120  in  the  minute.  Dr.  Radford, 
Mr.  Hunt,  Mr.  Windsor,  (who  had  kindly  lent  us  his 
transfusion  syringe  and  accompanied  us  to  the  house,) 
and  myself,  agreed  that  she  seemed  in  so  good  a  state 
as  to  preclude  the  necessity  for  transfusion,  and  left 
her  in  the  course  of  a  short  time,  with  orders  that  she 
should  have  arrowroot  and  brandy  frequently.  She 
recovered  very  well,  for  at  the  end  of  the  week  she  had 
left  her  bed,  and  in  three  weeks  was  well  enough  to 
leave  the  house.  She  suffered  for  the  first  few  days 
after  the  labour  from  pulsating  pain  in  the  head,  but 
this  was  easily  controlled  by  five  minims  of  tincture  of 
opium,  every  four  hours.  Beyond  this  she  bad  very 
little  treatment;  a  laxative  occasionally  so  that  her 
bowels  might  act  once  in  every  two  or  three  days,  and 
subsequently  a  mixture  of  quinine  were  all  she  requited. 
Nourishing  diet,  with  wine  and  brandy  in  small  quasi* 
tities,  was  also  taken. 

Casb  vi. 

On  May  25,  1843,  I  was  summoned  to  a  case  of 
retention  of  the  placenta,  with  flooding,  by  one  of 
the  midwives  of  the  Hospital.  The  woman  bad  had 
eleven  labours  previously,  and  in  the  four  last  suffered 
each  time  from  haemorrhage.  The  midwife  stated 
that  the  labour  had  been '  natural,  but  somewhat 
tedious,  owing  to  uterine  inertia.  She  had  never 
had  retention  of  the  placenta  before.  She  was  quite 
unconscious  when  I  arrived,  but  capable  of  being 
roused  by  very  strong  stimuli.  The  pulse  was  very 
feeble  and  rapid,  and  she  had  been  sighing  and  jactitating 
much.  I  gave  her  two  fluidrachms  of  tincture  of 
opium,  awl  then  introduced  my  hand  into  the  uterus. 
I  found  the  placenta  very  adherent,  but  detached  it 
without  much  trouble.    The  uterus  contracted  well 
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when  I  withdrew  my  hand.  I  then  administered  one 
fiuidrachiu  more  of  tincture  of  opium ;  but  although 
the  pulse  became  firmer  and  more  distinct, '  and  the 
ftapil  became  contracted,  showing  that  the  system 
Was*  fully  under  the  influence  of  the  drug,  she  remained 
1r  an  unconscious  state,  a  sort  of  heavy  sleep,  which 
lasted  several  hours.  On  my  expressing  some  surprise 
at  this,  the  midwife  informed  me  that  site  had  noticed 
this  occurrence  after  every  labour  in  which  the  woman 
bad  flooded.  There  was  no  farther  hemorrhage,  and 
she  recovered  well. 

Cask  vii. 

I  was  sent  for  on  the  23rd  of  June,  1843,  to  a  case 
of  flooding  after  labour,  with  retention  of  the  placenta. 
The  labour  had  been  natural,  and  the  child  was  born 
.  in  rather  more  than  two  hours  after  its  commencement. 
.  Owing  to  some  delay,  arising  from  circumstances  which 
it  is  unnecessary  to  particularize,  I  did  not  see  the 
woman  till  three  hours  and  a  quarter  after  the  birth  of 
the  child.  There  had  been  copious  hteinorrbage ;  the 
woman  was  very  low  and  faint,  and  a  good  deal  of 
jactitation  existed;  but  the  pulse  was  slower  than  it 
often  is  in  such  cases,  and  feeble.  On  examining  the 
uterus  through  the  abdominal  parietes  it  seemed  very 
firmly  contracted  on  the  placenta,  as  though  it  were 
in  a  state  of  spasmodic  rigidity.  I  gave  one  fluidrachm 
and  a  half  of  tincture  of  opium  before  introducing 
»y  hand,  the  woman  expressing  herself  much  revived 
.  by  it.  I  then  passed  my  hand,  and  had  considerable 
trouble  in  removing  the  afterbirth,  partly  owing 
toil*  firm  adhesion  to  the  uterine  walls,  and  partly 
owing  to  the  uterine  spasm  that  existed.  After  I 
had  withdrawn  it  I  gave  another  dose  (one  fluidrachm) 
of  laudanum,  which  the  woman  again  said  felt  very 
reviving.  There  was  no  further  haemorrhage,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  week  nhe  was  well  enough  to  dispense 
with  my  attendance.  She  suffered  for  a  few  days  from 
pulsating  pain  in  the  head,  which  was  removed  by 
small  doses  of  laudanum,  as  in  the  previous  cases. 
Casb  viii. 

On  the  7th  of  March,  1842,  I  was  sent  for  by  a 

midwife  to  Mrs.  D .    The  midwife  gave  me  the 

following  history  of  the  case.  The  patient  had  some 
flooding  on  the  5lh,  but  it  was  not  abundant,  and  again 
during  the  progress  of  the  labour,  which  was  in  other 
respects  natnral,  and  lasted  eight  hours,  the  placenta 
being  expelled  spontaneously  soon  after  the  birth 
*  Of  the  child.  Very  copious  flooding  occurred  after 
the  expulsion  of  the  after-birtb,  and  the  woman  was 
soon  in  a  very  bad  state,  being  pallid,  faint,  and 
extremely  restless.  The  midwife  applied  eold  and 
friction  above  the  pubis,  and  the  hemorrhage  cowed. 
The  patient,  however,  remained  in  such  an  exhausted 
state  that  I  was  sent  for.  She  exhibited  aU  the  usual 
symptoms  of  excessive  loss  of  blood,  and  without  enter- 
ing into  detail,  I  may  say  that  I  have  seldom  witnessed 
a  more  unpromising  case.  I  remaiued  with  her  about 
an  hour,  during  which  time  I  administered  three 
fluidrnchms  of  tincture  of  opium,  in  three  doses  of  one 
drachm  each.  The  woman  said  that  each  dose  of 
medicine  acted  like  a  cordial,  causing  her  to  feel  much 
revived,  and  all  her  bad  symptoms  were  much  alleviated 
'JVrit;  the  pulse  especially  becoming  fuller  and  'firmer. 
The  last  done  of  tincture  of  opium  was  given  at  two 
p.  at.,  and  she  felt  inclined  to  doze  comfortably  all  the 


afternoon  ;  vertigo,  however,  occurring  in  a  slight 
degree,  if  she  raised  her  bead  on*  the  pillow.  She  did 
not  sleep  until  evening,  when  She  dropped  into  a  sonnd 
sleep,  which  continued  several  hours,  and  which  caused 
hec.  to  awake  much  refreshed.  She  had  not  the  least 
pain  in-  the  bead  next  day,  and  improved  rapidly.  So 
favourable  was  the  progress  of  the  case  that  1  did  not 
visit  ber  longer  than  a  week. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TRIAL  OF  A  MEDICAL  PRAC- 
TITIONER, ON  A  CHARGE  OF  INTENT  TO 
VROCURE  ABORTION. 

By  Thomas  Shapter,  M.D.,  Physician  to  the 

Dispensary,  Exeter. 

(ConclwUd  from  p.  21.) 

iBy  the  term  abortion  is  to  be  understood  the  expul- 
sion of  the  foetus  at  any  period  with  in  Its  natural  period 
of  foetation ;  its  viability  on  being  so  aborted,  is  another 
question  entirety;  therefore  in  examining  into  the 
agents  that  may  produce  abortion,  it  will  be  convenient 
if  any  limitations  'of  period  are  to  be  indicated,  to 
speak  of  the  early  and  later  periods  of  pregnancy,  the 
former  referring  to  that  period  when  viability  of  the 
foetus  is  improbable,  and  the  latter  when,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  child  may  be  expelled  and  live.  Occasionally 
tyis  becomes  a  matter  of  serious  consideration,  as  in 
olises  of  deformity,  complications  with  tumours,  Ac., 
where,  though  it  may  be  necessary  to  solicit  abortion, 
the  doing  so  should  be  delayed  until  the  commence- 
ment of  the  latter  period. 

In  order  to  procure  abortion  various  means  haVe 
been  adopted  at  different  times,  all  of  which  may  be 
comprehended  under  the  heads  of  general  and  local. 
Local  means,  judiciously  and  scientifically  applied,  are 
acknowledged  to  effect  the  object,  we  therefore  pass 
on  to  the  consideration  of  the  general  means.  Under 
this  head  might  be  placed  a  vast  variety  of  agents,  as 
repeated  bleedings,  drastic  and  hydragogue  purges, 
diuretics,  Ac,  which  no  one  can  deny,  under  certain 
circumstances,  may,  by  their  violent  and  injudicious 
application,  effect  abortion,  yet  it  appears  scarcely 
worth  while  to  devote  anyspace  to  the ireonstdentaon ; 
I  shall  therefore  confine  such  observations  as  I  have 
to  make  to  the  more  debatable  ground  of  Savin,  Can- 
tharides,and  the  Ergot  of  Rye,  previously  collecting  and 
arranging  such  well-detailed  facts  and  opinions  o€ 
acknowledged  value,  as  a  hasty  search  will  permit. 

%  Saviw  is  usually  administered  in  die  form  of- pow- 
der, infusion,  or  oiL  We  find  cases  detailed  of  its 
baring  been  taken  without  producing  abortion,  of  its 
exhibition  being  followed  by  abortion,  accompanied 
with  death,  and  of  Its  causing  death  without  abortion. 
Fodere*  (AM.  Leg.,  vol.  iv.,  p.  430,)  relates  the  case 
of  a  poor  imbecile  cachectic  girl,  who,  m  the  seventh 
month  of  her  pregnancy,  toolc  from  the  hands  of  her 
seducer,  a  glass  of  wine  in  which  was  mixed  a  large 
dose  of  powered  savin.  She  became  so  ill  that 
report  of  i^  was  made  to  the  magistrate,  who  ordered 
Foderd  f^  visit  her.     The  patient  stated,  tha*  on. 
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taking  the  drag;  she  hud  felt  a  burning  beat,  accom- 
panied with  hiccup  and  vomiting :  this  was  followed 
by  a  violent  fever,  which  continued  for  fifteen  days. 
By  the  proper  nee  of  the  refrigerant*,  howerer,  she, 
recovered,  and  at  the  end  of  two  months  was  safely 
delivered  of  a  healthy  child. 

Mr.  Cockson,  of  Macclesfield,  (Ckristison  on  Poisons, 
p.  531,)  reports  the  case  of  a  female  who  took  a  strong 
infnaion  of  sarin  leaves  on  two  following  mornings, 
whkh  occasioned  violent  pain  in  the  belly  and  exces- 
sive strangury;  in  the  afternoon  of  the  following  day 
she  ■Mscairied,  and  four  days  afterwards  died.  Mr; 
Cockson  examined  the  body  the  next  day,  and  found 
extensive  peritonaea!  inflammation,  unequivocally  indi- 
cated by  the  effnakm  of  fibrinous  flakes— the  uterus 
presenting  all  the  signs  of  recent  delivery— the  inside, 
of  the  stomach  of  a  red  tint,  checkered  with  patches 
of  a  florid  extravasation,  and  its  contents  of  a  greenish! 
s»  owing  evidently  to  the  presence  of  a  vegetable 
a  was  proved  by  separating  and  examining  it 
with  a  microscope. 

MoUrenheJm  (Murray  App.  Med.  Vol.  i.  p.  59,) 
mentions  the  case  of  a  woman,  thirty  years  of  age, 
who  took  an  infusion  of  savin  to  oqcasion  abortion  $ 
and  incessant  vomiting  was  induced;  after 
e  days  she  experienced  excruciating  pains,  whicn 
>  followed  by  abortion,  dreadful  haemorrhage  froin 
the  uterus,  and  death.  On  examination  the  gall  bladdef 
was  found  rupture^,  *he  bile  effused  in  the  abdomen, 
and  the  intestines  inflamed. 

Dr.  Dewee*  {Syst,  of  Med.,  p.  133,)  also  relates  a 
fatal  ease  of  the  use  of  savin  as  an  emmenagogue. 

In  the  case  of  Miss  Burns,  (Beck.,  p.  146,)  fot 
whose  murder  Mr.  Angus  was  tried,  at  Lancaster,  in 
1808,  there  is  reason  to  believe  from  the  testimony 
offered,  that  savin  oil  had  been  administered  to  effect 


Cptmtaur—Vvam  the  above  cases  it  is  evident  that  the 
statement  of  savin  being  a  powerful  weal  irritant  and 
poison  is  correct;  with  regard  to  its  specific  action  on 
the  uterus,  Dr.  Duncan  {Mat,  Med.,  p.  456,)  says  it 
increases  all  the  secretions,  but  is  apt  to  excite  haemor* 
rangy*  especially  from  the  uterus ;  he  does  not,  however, 
appear  to  speak  of  his  own  knowledge,  as  he  says  the 
nil  is  mid  to  produce  abortion. 

Dr.  Pereira  (Mat.  Med.)  says  that  it  operates  as  a 
specific  excitant  and  irritant  on  the  kidneys,  and  yet 
xente  obviously  on  the  uterus ;  that  he  agrees  with  the 
■tsaamanrt  of  Dr.  Home,  (dime  Exp.t  p.  119,)  and 
that  in  his  own  opinion,  it  is  the  most  certain  and  now- 
of  the  Materia  Medica  •  .  but, 
•  notion  of  its  tendency  to  cause  abortion, 
em  many  occasions  to  the  improper  use  of  savin." 
.  .  .  and,  "it  ought  to  be  well  known  that  in  those 
cases  in  whkh  it  may  succeed  in  causing  miscarriage, 
H  can  only  do  so  at  the  risk  of  the  woman's  life." 

Dr.  Thomson  {CyeJ4ed.Ari.  JHm.)  states,  that  from  its 
piwacness  to  produce  uterine  hsMnorrbage  and  cause 
abeetiew,  there  is  some  reason  for  the  opinion  that 
the  votat&eoil  is  taken  into  the  circulation,  and  acts 
evrectiy  upon  the  uterus,  on  which  H  exerts  a  stimulant 
e$  and  that  mora  than  a  century  ago,  its  ten* 


dency  to  produce  abortion  led  to  its  employment  as  an 
emmenagogue. 

Dr.  Christison  (On  Poisons,  p.  531,)  says,  that  the 
oil  is  very  generally  believed  by  the  vulgar  to  possess 
,  this  property  in  a  peculiar  degree ;  doubts,  however, 
may  be  entertained  whether  any  such  property  is  pos- 
sessed by  it,  independently  of  its  operation  as  a  violent 
acrid  on  the  bowels ;  it  bas  certainly  been  taken  to  a 
considerable  amount  without  the  intended  effect .... 
There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that  if  given  in  such  quan- 
tity as  to  cause  violent  purging,  abortion  may  ensue, 
but  unless  there  is  naturally  a  predisposition  to  miscar- 
riage, the  constitutional  injury  and  intestinal  irritation 
required  to  induce  it  are  so  great  as  to  be  always 
attended  with  great  danger,  independent  of  the  uterine 
disorder. 

Taylor  (Med.  Jurispr.,p.  224,)  says,  none  of  them 
(savin  and  other  matters)  have  any  influence  on  the 
uterus,  except  in  affecting  it  indirectly  by  their  irritant 
action  on  the  system*  (p.  593.)  Again  he  says,  it 
has  no  action  as  an  abortive,  except  like  other  irritants 
by  causing  a  violent  shock  to  the  system,  under  which 
the  uterus  expels  its  contents;  such  a  result  can  never 
be  obtained  without  placing  in  jeopardy  the  life  of  the 
woman,  and,  where  abortion  follows,  she  generally 
falls  a  victim.  On  the  other  hand  the  female  is  often 
killed  without  abortion  taking  place. 

Cantharwks.— With  regard  to  this  irritant  very 
few  cases  are  detailed.  Beck  and  Pereira  state  gene- 
rally that  cases  of  abortion  have  occurred  {rom  Ha  use, 
but  the  former  adds,  that  very  large  doses  have  been 
taken  without  producing  this  effect. .  Mr.  James  Lucas 
(Mem.  Mad.  Sac.,  London.  Vol.  iL,  p.  408,)  relates 
the  case  of  a  woman  who  took  a  drachm  of  powdered 
cantbarides,  which  brought  on  frequent  vomiting, 
violent  spurious  pains,  a  tenesmus,  and  immoderate 
diuresis,  succeeded  by  an  acute  fever,  which  reduced 
her  to  extreme  weakness ;  yet,  no  signs  of  miscarriage 
appeared,  and  about  five  months  afterwards  she  was 
delivered  of  a  healthy  child. 

Orfila  relates  (Qaz.  de  Santt,  May,  1819,)  a  fatal 
case,  caused  by  two  doses  of  twenty-four  grains,  taken 
with  the  interval  of  a  day;  the  ordinary  symptoms  of 
irritation  of  the  bowels  and  urinary  organs  ensued, 
miscarriage  then  took  place,  and  the  patient  died  on 
the  fourth  day,  with  dilated  pupils,  and  convulsive 
motions,  but  with  unimpaired  sensibility.  On  exami- 
nation tbe  brain  was  found  gorged  with  blood,  the 
omentum,  peritonaeum,  gullet,  stomach,  intestines, 
kidneys,  ureters,  and  internal  parts  of  generation  were 
piflamed,  and  the  mouth  and  tongue  stripped  of  their 
lining  membrane. 

QpwM0nf.~-Pereira  (p.  1370,)  says,  that  in  the  female 
the  action  of  cantbarides  on  Ihe  sexual  system  is 
shown  by  local  heat  and  irritation,  and  by  occasional 
occurrence  of  abortion ;  again,  (p.  1373,)  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  specific  stimulus  communicated  to  the 
bladder,  it  has  been  supposed  that  the  same  influence 
migbt  be  extended  to  the  uterus,  and  thus  these  insects 
have  been  employed  as  stimulating  emmenagogues  in 
some  cases  with  apparent  benefit,  but  frequently  without 
any  obvious  effect. 
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Taylor  states,  (p.  227,)  that  it  is  doubtful  whether 
this  substance  acts  directly  upon  the  uterus  to  procure 
abortion,  while  is  another  place  (p.  592,)  he  say,  dis- 
tinctly that  it,  together  with  other  substances,  has  no 
influence  on  the  uterus,  except  In  affecting  it  indinctlp 
by  an  irritant  action  on  the  system. 

Ergot  or  Ri  m  —Dr.  Weihe  {British  and  For.  Rev^ 
July,  1836,)  relates  the  case  of  a  female,  aged  36,  of 
four  months'  pregnancy,  in  whom  haemorrhage  came  on 
without  any  disposition  to  expel  the  foetus,  bnt  which 
was  effected  by  the  administration  of  the  ergot.  Mr. 
Evans,  of  St.  Neots,  {Med.  Gaz.,  April,  1837,)  details  a 
very  similar  case  with  a  like  result.  Mr.  Hcane 
{Med.  Gaz.,  Jan.,  1839,)  gives  a  case  of  a  seven  months* 
pregnancy  where  the  ergot  excited  the  uterus  to  con-  ( 
tract  and  abort.  Dr.  Puterson  {Med.  Gaz.,  Sep.,  1838.) 
details  at  length  the  case  of  a  female  in  whom  prema- 
ture labour  was  induced  by  aid  of  the  ergot,  and  again 
a  second  time  in  the  following  year  (June  1,  1839.) 
In  the  former  time  he  exhibited  nearly  an  ounce,  in  the 
latter  nearly  four  ounces  and  a  half.  He  therefore  adds, 
that  it  affords—  1st,  a  most  satisfactory  proof  that  the 
Secale  cornutwn  is  of  itself  sufficient  to  accomplish 
the  Induction  of  premature  labour.  2nd,  it  proves 
that  a  very  large  quantity  may  be  given  without  pro* 
ducing  the  slightest  bad  effect  or  inconvenience,  either 
to  the  mother  or  child.  Dr.  Chatard  {New  Yar% 
Med.  Rep,  vol.  xxi.,  p.  16,)  records  a  case  of  abortion 
induced  at  the  fourth  month  of  pregnancy  by  12  grains 
of  the  ergot  only. 

Dr.  Ramsbotham  {Med.  Gaz.,  vol.  xiv.,  p.  436,) 
relates  a  series  of  six  cases,  varying  from  the  seven  and 
a  half  to  the  eighth  month  of  pregnancy,  in  which  he 
administered  the  ergot  with  the  result  of  abortion,  snd 
that  in  none  of  these  cases  was  there  the  least  indica- 
tion of  a  previous  disposition  in  the  uterus  to  assume 
its  contractile  function.  He  further  says  he  could 
recite  several  similar  instances  equally  demonstrative 
of  the  power  of  the  drug,  but  adds,  however,  that  in 
some  cases  it  had  entirely  failed ;  that  in  others,  from 
the  inefficiency  of  the  pains,  he  had  thought  it  right  to 
resort  to  mechanical  means.  In  another  place  (Med. 
Gaz.,  June  15,  1839,)  be  sap,  since  the  publication  of 
the  above,  he  has  received  communications  from  many 
professional  friends,  notifying  its  successful  exhibition 
for  the  same  end. 

M.  Cabaret  {Rev.  Med.)  succeeded  in  exciting  the 
uterus  to  expel  a  mole  after  the  catamenia  had  been 
arrested  for  four  months.  In  this  case,  however, 
hsfimorrhage  had  set  in  previous  to  its  exhibition. 

On  the  other  hand  we  find  Dr.  Cory,  obstetrical 
superintendent  to  the  London  Lying-in  Institntion, 
saying  {Med.  Gaz.,  Oct.  21,  1838  J  he  has  tried  Dr. 
Ramsbotham 's  formula,  but  with  only  partial  success. 
He  however  recites  a  case  of  seven  months  pregnancy, 
In  which  he  excited  action  in  the  previously  dormant 
uterus,  but  was  ultimately  obliged  to  rupture  the 
membranes.  Mr.  Joseph  Hodgson  (Med.,  Gaz.  vol.  {. 
1840-41,  p.  792,)  details  a  not  dissimilar  casr,  in 
which,  in  a  seven  months'  pregnancy,  from  the  use  of 
the   ergot,    pains   were   induced,  and  the  os  uteri 


relaxed,  but  where  he  was  ultimately  obliged  to  resort 
to  the  rupture  of  the  membranes. 

Dr.  Condie  {American  Journ.  Med.  5c.,  vol.  x.  p.  227,) 
states  that  instances  have  come  to  his  knowledge  m 
which  the  ergot  was  employed  to  the  extent  of  several 
drachms  a  day,  for  the  express  purpose  of  inducing 
abortion,  but  without  exciting  the  least  effect  upon  the 
uterus.  In  all  these  cases  gestation  continued  for  the 
full  period,  and  the  females  were  delivered  of  living 
children.  He  also  says  that  he  has  known  it  given  in 
large  and  repeated  doses  by  ignorant  midwivea,  where 
pains  simulating  those  of  parturition  have  oocmrnd 
towards  the  termination  of  utero-gestatioo,  in  order  to 
quicken  the  labour,  but  so  far  from  doing  this*  the 
pains  have  actually  ceased  under  its  use,  and  labour 
has  not  occurred  for  several  weeks  subsequently. 

Beck  (p.  237)  states,  having  met  with  a  case  in 
which  a  female  who  had  had  several  children,  took  of 
her  own  accord  three  drachms  of  ergot  to  produce  an 
abortion  without  any  effect. 

Four  years  since  a  case  occurred  under  my  own 
observation,  in  which  a  married  female,  three  months 
pregnant,  too*#so  large  a  quantity  of  the  ergot  as  to 
induce  considerable  irritation  of  the  stomach,  and  during 
more  than  six  weeks  afterwards  much  general  nervous 
tremor,  palpitation  and  anxiety  about  the  heart,  bnt 
without  producing  the  least  uterine  action ;  and,  a 
medical  friend  informs  me,  that  recently  in  a  case  of 
deformity,  he  had  exhibited  the  ergot  about  the  seventh 
month,  and  when  there  were  really  indications  of  a 
miscarriage,  without  producing  any  satisfactory  effect, 
so  that  ultimately  he  was  obliged  to  resort  to  a  rupture 
of  the  membranes. 

Opinions. — It  may  well  be  concluded  from  the  above, 
that  some  contrariety  of  opinion  prevails  as  to  the 
specific  efficacy  of  this  medicine  in  originating  action 
in  the  uterus  and  producing  abortion. 

Pereira  (Mat.  Med.,  p.  603,)  thinks  that  most  prac- 
titioners are  now  satisfied,  that  in  a  large  number  of 
cases  it  has  the  power  of  originating  the  process  of 
accouchement. 

Dr.  Ramsbotham  is  of  opinion  {Med.  Gaz.,  vol.  xiv. 
p.  35,)  that  it  possesses  this  power  from  the  very  com- 
mencement of  fcetation.  "  Quart  hoc  inedtcamentom 
opinor,  etiam  ab  initio,  partus  dolores  inducere  posse." 

Dr.  Ashwell  {Guy**  Hoep.  Rep.  Apr.,  1836,)  in  refer- 
ing  to  Dr.  Ramsbotham's  opinion  and  cases,  though 
affirming,  in  a  parenthesis,  the  ergot  to  be  a  drug  in 
which  be  places  great  confidence,  yet  leaves  us  to  safer 
he  does  not  himself  employ  it  as  a  means  of  procuring 
abortion ;  for  in  the  series  of  cases  detailed  by  him, 
his  object  was  chiefly  attained  by  mechanical  means — 
and  that  such  should  be  the  case  is  not  surprising, 
when  we  find  Dr.  Ramsbotham  saying  in  a  subsequent 
place,  {Med.  Qaz.,  June  15, 1839,)  "  though  formerly 
most  unwilling  to  concede  it— he  can  no  longer  with- 
hold his  consent  to  the  doctrine,  that  this  drug,  when 
taken  in  large  quantities,  exerts  a  poisonous  influence 

on  the  child's  body and  although  the  ergot 

may  bring  on  labour  without  having  recourse  to  any 
operation,  yet  that  it  does  not  present  a  more.  Ukejy, 
nor  indeed  so  probable  a  means  of  saving  the  infant, 
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as  the  older  method  of  puncturing  the  membranes." 
And  yet  more  recently  {Med.  Oaz.9  June  9, 1843,)  we 
find  Dr.  Lee  saying,  that  he  has  strong  objections  to 
the  exhibition  of  this  medicine  for  the  purpose  of 
inducing  premature  labour,  without  taking  into  account 
the  uncertainty  of  its  effects. 

Dr.  Paterson,  whom  we  have  already  shown  to  be 
practically  assured  of  its  power  of  cresting  uterine 
action  in  the  later  periods  of  pregnancy,  says  (Med. 
Gaz^  June  1, 1839,)  that,  in  proportion  as  the  period  of 
natural  parturition  draws  near,  caterit paribus,  so  will 
the  action  of  the  secale  be  manifested  on  the  system, 
and  that  be  believes  the  earlier  the  period  in  which 
premature  parturition  is  attempted,  the  less  will  be 
the  likelihood  of  success.  Moreover  he  states  that 
several  well  authenticated  circumstances  have  lately 
come  under  his  notice,  which,  taken  into  consideration 
•  with  numerous  experiments  made  upon  the  lower 
snimnls,  sp  far  to  prove  that  this  medicine  can  by  no 
means  be  regarded  as  an  abortive ;  though  from  these 
experiments  and  circumstances  he  is  not  prepared  as 
yet  to  draw  a  line  of  demarcation  as  to  the  exact 
period  when  it  may  be  said  to  act  as  iW  were  specifically 
upon  the  gravid  uterus.* 

Mr.  Wright,  the  author  of  the  Harveian  essay  on 
the  physiological,  action  of  this  drug,  after  quoting 
largely  those  who  assert  its  power  of  producing  abor- 
tion, says  (JBoVn.  Med.Jovrn.,  vol.  liii.  p.  27,)  he  has  seen 
many  instances  in  which  its  administration  in  »e 
earlier  periods  of  parturiency  was  not  followed  by 
any  increased  action,  and  he  should  certainly  infer  it 
has  no  tendency  to  induce  premature  delivery.  He 
believes  the  experience  of  most  practical  men  is  in 
favour  of  its  increasing,  but  not  originating,  the  pains 
of  labour ;  this  he  believes  to  be  the  rule,  but  does 
not  doubt  its  being  liable  to  exception. 

Dr.  Christison  (On  Poisons,  p.  788,)  after  alluding  to 
its  use  in  exciting  the  parturient  uterus,  says,  "  these 
(acts  however  are  mentioned  chiefly  as  preparatory  to 
the  statement,  that  it  has  been  also  supposed  to  possess 
the  power  of  producing  abortion,  and  is  believed  to 
have  been  actually  employed  for  that  purpose  in  some 
foreign  countries;  accurate  information  is  still  wanted 
on  this  subject.  No  other  poison  seems  likely  to 
possess  a  peculiar  property  of  this  kind,  nevertheless 
it  is  the  opinion  of  the  best  authorities  that  spurred 
rye  has  no  such  power,  except  in  connexion  wrt)i 
violent  constitutional  injury  produced  by  dangerous 
doses ;  and  that  it  is  endowed  with  the  property  only  qf 
accelerating  natural  labour,  not  of  inducing  it,  parti- 
cularly in  the  early  months  of  pregnancy." 

Mr.  Taylor  says  the  ergot  has  been  found  in 
many  instances  to  bring  on  violent  action   of   the 

*  "It  has  been  supposed  that  if  Ike  secale  be  found  effica- 
cious in  strengthening  tbe  uteris e  contractions  in  natural 
parturition  at  the  fall  period  of  gestation,  It  will  therefore 
be  effects*!  in  the  early  months  of  pregnancy,  and  tbos  be 
had  recourse  to- for  the  base  purpose  of  procuring  criauaal 
abortion.  Chapnuut,  GospU,  Felletier,  Planche,  Gererdis, 
Golbert,  Lorinter,  Waller,  and  several  others,  have  enter- 
tained this  opinion;  white  Steanns.  Wescner,  Vllleneote, 
Chalaed,  Or.  Hell*  of  St.  Albaa's,  one  of  the*  greatest 
dcclaimrr*  against  the  u«e  of  the  .secale  in  any  circum- 
stances, Micncll,  and  last,  but  not  least.  Dr.  Barns,  with  a 
host  of  *****  sneers  writers,  might  fbe  adduced,  who  deny 
Us  powers  as  an  abortive/' 


uterus,  at  an  advanced  stage  of  gestation,  and  when 
efforts  at  parturition  had  already  commenced.  There 
is  however  considerable  difierenoe  of  opinion  respect* 
ing  its  emmenagogne  properties,  and  he  quotes  Dr. 
Lee  as  affirming  that  it  has  no  effect  at  least  hi  the 
early  stages  of  gestation,  although  given  in  very  large 
doses.  In  conclusion,  Beck,  after  quoting  cases  pf 
abortion  following  its  use,  and  experiments  in  confir- 
mation of  its  powers,  says,  though  doubtless  it  may 
possess  them,  yet,  notwithstanding  all  this,  it  is  a  fact 
that  ergot  is  no  more  infallible  as  an  abortive  than 
other  medical  agents. 

From  a  review  of  the  above  cases  and  opinions  one 
is  enabled  to  arrive  at  a  sufficient  satisfactory  conclu- 
sion as  to  the  action  of  savin  and  cantharides  on  the 
uterus — they  may  be  stated  as  not  capable  of  exerting 
any  direct  or  specific  effect  on  this  organ,  so  that  if 
ever  abortion  follow  tbelr  administration  it  must  be 
attribntable  to  the  shock  imparted,  and  general  injury 
done,  to  the  constitution.  There  is,  however,  more 
difficulty  in  stating  the  exact  power  of  the  ergot  of 
rye — doubtless  it  has  a  direct  and  specific  action  on 
the  already  excited  uterus,  nor  is  it  less  certain  that  it 
is  occasionally  capable  of  originating  action  in  this 
organ  during  the  later  periods  of  pregnancy.  During 
the  earlier  periods,  however,  its  action,  to  say  the  least, 
is  very  questionable;  tbe  weight  of  opinion  is  cer- 
tainly against  its  possessing  any  such  power,  and  the 
number  of  recorded  failures  substantiates  tbe  inference, 
in  other  words,  it  appears  necessary  for  the  full  and 
effective  development  of  its  properties,  that  pregnancy 
should  be  somewhat  advanced.  I  would  therefore 
offer  the  following  as  axioms : — 

1.  That  savin  and  cantharides  are  not  entitled  to  be 
classed  as  specific  exciters  of  uterine  action,  and  that 
their  exhibition,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  abortion, 
should  never  be  entertained. 

2.  That  there  are  no  medicines  known  capable  of 
inducing  abortion  by  their  specific  action  on  tbe 
uterus,  with  the  exception  of  the  ergot  of  rye ;  that 
this  medicine,  as  regards  this  property,  is  uncertain  in 
its  effects,  and,  most  probably,  exerts  an  influence  only 
during  tbe  later  periods  of  pregnancy. 

3.  That  in  a  professional  and  scientific  point  of 
view,  it  is  highly  injudicious  to  exhibit  tbe  ergot  of 
rye  with  the  intention  of  procuring  abortion. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  in  the  preceding  observa- 
tions I  have  avoided  making  any  comments  upon  the 
medical  evidence.  I  shall  still  adhere  to  this  intention, 
excepting  in  reference  to  my  own.  It  may  be  seen 
that  the  above  conclusions  are,  as  regards  savin  and 
cantharides,  completely  in  conformity  with  the  opinion 
expressed  on  the  trial ;  but  that  there  is  some  difference 
as  regards  the  ergot  of  rye.  I  then  stated  this  usedieme 
was  not  to  be  considered  as  possessing  ibe.property  of 
inducing  abortion,  whereas,  in  the  course  of  this  paper, 
sufficient,  respectable,  and  trustworthy  opinion  is  quoted 
to  the  contrary.  There  is,  however,  much  weight  of 
authority  for  what  was  adduced,  and  it  was  the  recol- 
lection of  this,  backed  by  my  own  experience  in  a 
case  most  impressive  and  striking,  to  say  the  least  of 
it,  that  induced  me  to  conclude,  and  therefore  to  state, 
that  the  ergot  of  rye  was  incapable  of  originating  an 
aborting  power  in  the  uterus.  As  far  as  tbe  trial  was 
concerned,  this  numippreciatipn  of  the  {sssrers  of  this 
drug  was  of  no  importance,  and  it  is  only  here  pointed 
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out  in  a  spirit  of  fairness  and  good  faith.  I  may, 
.however,  be  permitted  to  say,  that  the  medical  wit- 
Besses  for  the  defence  were  called  upon  without  any 
notice,  or  being:  in  the  slightest  way  advertised  that 
.  their  evidence  would  be  required  upon  these  matters; 
otherwise  the  investigation,  which  I  have  appended  to 
the  above  account  of  the  trial,  would  most  probably 
have  preceded  instead  of  following  my  examination. 


NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE  INFIRMARY.  ^/ 

Case  of  Calculus  Vesica.  —  Lithotomy. 

Peter  France,  aged  60,  received  into  the  Newcastle- 
on-Tyne  General  Infirmary,  under  Sir  John  Fife,  on 
tin*  7th  of  March,  1844,  with  calculus  vesica*. 

About  13  years  ago  first  observed  sand  in  his  urine, 
which  at  times  he  pasted  in  great  quantity ;  a  while  after 
this,  instead  of  the  sandy  deposit,  small  stones  about  the 
size  of  a  split  pea  were  voided,  and  continued  to  be  so 
at  intervals  for  upwards  of  two  years,  when  they 
ceased  altogether.  At  the  expiration  of  three  years  or 
so,  he  began  to  have  difficulty  in  making  water,  and 
slight  pain  about  the  region  of  the  bladder,  which 
became  gradually  worse,  and  since  that  period  has 
been  labouring  under  all  the  usual  symptoms  of  stone 
in  an  aggravated  form,  so  much  so  that  he  has  never 
known  what  a  good  night's  rest  was  till  within  a  week 
or  so  of  his  reception,  when  Sir  J.  Fife  ordered  him 
some  suppositories,  which  gave  him  great  relief. 

His  brother  was  operated  upon  for  stone  about  30 
years  ago,  at  the  age  of  24  years.  Both  were  born  in 
Sheffield,  in  which  place  his  brother  has  resided  all 
his  life  time,  but  this  man  left  when  16  years  of  age, 
and,  with  the  exception  of  a  week  or  two,  has  never 
lived  their  since. 

March  12th.  Operation  performed.  The  ordinary 
grooved  staff  could  not  be  introduced,  in  consequence 
of  the  great  distortion  of  the  urethra  from  so  much 
enlargement  of  the  prostate  gland  ;  Sir  J.  Fife  altered 
the  curve  to  one  much  more  acute,  and  then  succeeded. 
After  the  second  incision,  Sir  J.  Fife,  opened  the  urethra, 
as  usual,  and  moving  the  scalpel  quietly  backward  and 
forward  to  secure  it  in  the  groove,  pressed  it  cautiously 
into  the  bladder,  but  dividing  only  a  small  part  of  the 
prostate,  for  the  urine  did  not  gush  out  freely  till  the 
introduction  of  the  forceps.  The  stone  was  readily 
grasped  and  extracted. 

March  13th,  pulse  90,  quite  easy.  15th,  doing  well. 
25th,  convalescent. 

StBATOM AT0U8  TUMOUR  OP  THE  NBCK.— RbMOVAL 

bt  Operation. 

Thomas  Clark,  aged  60,  labourer,  admitted  March  7, 
1844,  under  Sir  John  Fife,  with  a  large  steatomasoos 
tnUKMr,  oval  in  shape,  extending  from  the  right 
mastoid  process  below  the  clavicle,  and  laterally  from 
.  the  median  line  as  far  back  as  one  inch  from  the  spine. 
Five  years  ago  be  received  a  severe  sprain  in  the  neck 
in  consequence  of  carrying  a  heavy  load  up  a  ladder 
on  bis  shoulder ;  a  few  days  afterwards  he  noticed  a  small 
painful  tumour,  the  sine  of  a  pigeon's  egg,  beneath  the 
niattnid  process,  which  continued  to  increase  slowly 
wJl  -five  months  ago,  when  its  growth  became  more 
rapid,  as4  increased  up  to  the  present  time. 

Isaacs*  12th.   Operation. 

The  patient  being  placed  in  ft  reclining  posture, 


Sir  J.  Fife  made  the  lower  elliptical  incision  first, 
extending  from  above  the  mastoid  process  to  the 
clavicle;  two  inches  above  this  the  anterior  and  upper 
incision  passed,  the  two  meeting  at  their  extremities. 
The  posterior  part  of  the  tumour  was  first  separated, 
its  base  being  gradually  dissected  from  the  mastoid 
process  and  the  sheath  of  the  large  vessels;  its  outer 
surface  was  than  separated  from  the  inner  and  posterior 
part  of  the  mastoid  muscle,  under  which  the  tumour 
extended  till  it  occupied  the  space  over  the  subclavian 
vein ;  here  it  was  cautiously  dissected  and  firmly 
drawn  upwards,  when  the  whole  mass  came  away. 
Seven  vessels  required  ligature,  alter  which  three 
sutures  were  inserted,  and  the  wound  was  then  drawn 
together  more  firmly  by  "Morrison's"  transparent 
adhesive  plaster. 

March  16th.  The  wound  was  opened  outthis  morning, 
and  the  integument  appears  very  much  distended ;  the 
sutures  were  divided,  and  a  large  coagulant  roiled  net 
of.  the  wound.  Apply  turpentine  ointment  to  the 
wound,  and  a  poultice  over  it.  Two  < 
cynth  pills  every  other  night. 

17th.    Wound  looking  healthy. 

25th.    Almost  cicatrised. 


PROVINCIAL 

itflrtical  &  £urgfcal  journal* 

WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  17,   1844. 


The  importance  of  accurate  and  precise  pro- 
cesses, for  detecting  the  presence  of  poisonous 
matters  in  the  tissues  and  fluids  of  the  animal 
body,  and  in  a  state  of  mixture  and  combination 
with  various  substances,  is  so  evident,  that  it  needs 
no  argument  to  convince  medical  jurists  of  the 
necessity  of  constantly  keeping  their  attention 
directed  to  the  improvement  of  the  methods  of 
analysis  now  in  use,  and  to  the  devising  of  new 
ones.  It  should  moreover  be  kept  in  view,  that  in 
the  practical  application  of  such  methods,  to  the 
detection  of  poisoning,  whether  accidental  or 
criminal,  the  parties  to  be  convinced  of  the  fitet 
of  poisoning  are  of  various  degrees  of  intelligence. 
The  jury  before  whom  the  case  is  investigated,  and 
upon  whose  verdict  the  liberty  in  the  first  instance, 
and  subsequently  the  life  of  a  fellow  creature, 
accused  or  suspected  of  administering  a  poisonous 
substance,  depend,  is  often  composed  of  ignorant 
and  illiterate  persons, — ignorant  not  only  of  the 
scientific  questions,  the  value  of  which  ihey  are 
called  upon  to  estimate,  but  deficient  also  in  that 
general  knowledge  and  acuteness  which  is  neces- 
sary to  enable  them  readily  to  arrive  at  a  correct 
conclusion  on  any  subject  whatever.  The  judge  is 
usually  well-informed  and  trained  by  education  to 
the  detection  of  fallacies  and  inconsistencies,  both 
of  fact  and  opinion,  but  he  is  rarely  instructed  in 
the  more  abstruse  points  of  science,  or  at  least  to 
the  «»tJMi»  naceasarv  to  finshht  him  to  nlace  the 

wwew/  ^www?     aw^ww^w^^^»  j      rv     vt^tjBsswv    we^wfm     w«r     sw^nw«^kv    wsjev 


ANALYTICAL  PROCESSES. 


35 


'  subject  under  investigation  in  its  clearest  ligbt — 
while  the  barrister  who  is  retained  for  tbe  defence, 
is  for  the  most  part  prepared  to  take  advantage  of 
every  apparent  deficiency  in  the  chain  of  evidence 
which  bis  ingenuity  can  detect,  both  to  embarrass* 
the  medical  witness  and  to  mislead  the  jury.  It  is 
an  object  therefore  that  the  methods  of  analysis 
should  be  not  only  accurate  and  precise,  but 
simple, — readily  understood,— sucb  as  shall  come 
within  the  comprehension  of  the  unscientific  and 
uninformed'  juryman,  and  be  incapable  of  misin- 
terpretation or  mystification  by  the  advocate. 
The  cases   however  wlrich  require  a  medical 


investigation    to   determine   the   fact   of  poison  'above  questions  are,  as  fir  as  arsenic  is  concerned, 


having  been  administered,  or  taken,  are  liable  to 
occur  in  all  parts  of  the  country— in  remote  ana* 
thinly  peopled  country  districts,  as  well  as  in  large 
and  populous  cities  and  towns.  They  may  occur 
also  to  the  medical  practitioner,  whose  attention 
has  long  been  drawn  away  from  the  study  of 
chemical  and  medico-legal  inquiries  to  other  more 
pressing  avocations,  and  when  he  is  alike  unable  to 
devote  much  time,  or  to  exercise  more  than  an 
average  amount  of  practical  skill,  in  the  determi- 
nation of  the  questions  on  which  he  is  called  upon 
and  expected  to  give  a  correct  and  trustworthy 
opinion.  The  processes  therefore  by  which  we  are 
to  endeavour  to  detect  the  presence  of  poisonous 
substances  in  mixed  or  compound  animal  matters, 
fluids,  and  tissues,  should  be  not  only  accurate  and 
precise,  and  easy  of  comprehension,  but  also,  where 
practicable,  and  as  far  as  practicable,  of  readv 
execution,  and  within  the  limits  both  of  the  time 
and  skill  which  any  sufficiently  instructed  medical 
practitioner  may  have  it  in  his  power  to  give  to  the 
investigation. 

Now  we  are  quite  aware  that  these  requisites 
are  not  all  in  every  instance  attainable,  and  also 
that  a  process  or  method  of  analysis  which  is  merely 
facile  in  execution,  is  never  to  be  preferred  to  one 
which  may  be  more  readily  comprehended  by  a 
jury,  and  is  less  liable  to  be  called  in  question  by 
tbe  judge.  Still  a  perfect  and  every  way  satisfactory 
analytical  process  ought  to  embrace  each  of  the 
leading  principles  we  have  laid  down,  for  it  is  of 
comparatively  little  use,  at  least  under  existing 
arrangements  for  conducting  medico-legal  inquiries, 
that  we  have  a  method  of  extreme  precision  and 
correctness,  if  its  refinement  be  such,  that  none  bjxt 
the  moat  gifted  are  enabled  to  comprehend  is 
merits  and  estimate  its  value,  and  none  but  the 
most  accomplished  and  practised  experimentalists 
are  capable  of  performing  the  several  processes  of 
which  it  consists. 

.The  preceding  observations  have  been  suggested 
to  us  by  an  excellent  paper  on  Arsenic  as  a  Poison, 
by  Dr.  Shearman,  of  Kotberham,  read  before  tie 
{Sheffield  Medical  Society,  and  published  in  oar 


number  for  the  3d  of  April.  As  far  as  the  con- 
vincing of  a  jury  is  concerned,  the  propositions 
laid  down  by  Dr.  Shearman  seem  to  be  unexcep- 
tionable. The  question*  are  suggested-— "  How 
can  a  witness  swear  wicsi  positively -that  a  substance 
b  arsenic,  and  nothing  else  t  -And  hew  «an  he 
convince  an  unscientific  jury  of  that  fact  r"  life 
obvious  that  these  questions  include  two,  and  tbe 
two  most  important,  of  the  requirements  which  we 
have  laid  down  as  necessary, — accuracy  and  pre- 
cision in  tbe  process  of  analysis,  and  capability  of 
^comprehension  by  tbe  previously  uninstructed. 
The  answers  which  are  subsequently  given  to  the 


perfectly  satisfactory,  and  mutatis  mutandis  nay 
be  adopted-  in  principle  in  the  ease  of  any*  other 
metallic  poison.    They  are : —  • 

'  1st.  By  producing  the  metal  and  showing  its 
crystals*    . 

2nd.. Reducing  it  to  the  oxide,  and  showing  its 
crystals, 

3rd.  From  these  crystals  going  ilttmugk  alt  the 
fluid  tests. 

4th.  Reducing  the  sulphuret  again  to  its  metallic 
state,  then  to  the  oxide,  atid  again  going  through 
the  fluid  tests. 

And  5th,  we  may  agree  with  Dr.  Shearman 
in  his  conclusion  that,  "  if  tills  be  shown  clearly, 
with  all  the  before-mentioned  tests,  it  will  be 
impossible  for  any  advocate  to  mislead  a  jury  ** 

Unfortunately,  however,  the  perusal  of  the  paper, 
of  which  the  passages  quoted  form  a  part,  but  too 
clearly  proves  that  not  only  a  considerable  know, 
ledge  of  chemistry  and  metallurgy  is  necessary  to 
enable  the  medical  witness  to  speak  with  authority 
on  this  subject,  and  indeed  to  understand  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  various  processes  whicli  he  performs, 
but  also  some  nicety  and  practical  tact  in  tbe 
management  of  them.  If  these  difficulties  exist 
with  respect  to  arsenic,  the  methods  of  detecting 
which  are  comparatively  well  known,  it  will  be 
found,  we  fear,  that  other  and  still  more  serious 
impediments  of  a  similar  character  will  have  to 
be  overcome  where  poisonous  agents,  leas  fami- 
liar to  the  majority  of  those  called  upon  to 
give  evidence,  are  concerned.  The  remedy  for 
these.  <uffioulues  is,  either  a  simplification  of  the 
tuetliods  of  analysis  ;  a-  more  intimate  acquaintance 
on  the  part  of  every  medical  practitioner  with 
theoretical  and  experimental  chemistry,  arid  the 
requirements  of  legal  medicine;  or  the  appointment 
of  certain  district  officers,  whose  qualifications  for 
the  duties  required  of  tliem  shall  be  ascertained, 
and  to  whom  all  such  questions  may  be  submitted. 

The  simplification  of  tbe  analysis  is  the  most 
desirable,  and  diould  under  any  ekenmstancesbe 
aimed  at ;  but  in  tbe  presentstateo*  ourkacwiedge 
is  scarcely  to  he  attained.    Tbe  increase  in  the 
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requirements  from  the  medical  practitioner,  and  the 
necessary  demands  on  his  time,  in  the  midst  of  the 
more  active  and  more  useful  pursuits  of  bis  profes- 
sion* Co  keep  up  such  an  acquaintance  with  the  subr 
ject,and  such  skill  in  manipulation  as  shall  be  avail. 
able  for  the  purpose,  when  the  extent  and  importance 
of  the  subjects  at  all  times  pressing  for  his  atten- 
tion are  considered,  can  hardly  be  deemed  advisable. 
Our  third  suggestion,  therefore,  that  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  district  officers,  expressly  qualified  for  the 
undertaking  of  these  difficult  and  important  invest^ 
gallons,  seems  to  be  the  only  one  calculated  to  meet 
the  emergency,  and  to  place  this  department  of 
combined  medical  and  judicial  inquiry  on  an 
efficient  and  practically  useful  footing.  We  trust, 
that  among  the  new  arrangements  to  be  introduced 
for  the  regulation  of  the  medical  profession,  the 
method  of  conducting  medico-legal  enquiries  in  the 
Coroner's  courts,  and  before  the  ordinary  judicial 
authorities,  will  early  engage  the  attention  of  the 
General  Medical  Board,  or  of  those  to  be  placed  at 
the  head  of  medical  affairs. 


Lecturet  on  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Midwifery, 
delivered  la  the  Theatre  of  St.  George'*  Hospital 
Br  Robert  Lxk,  M  J>„  F.R.S.,  Fellow  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians,  &c,  &c.  Illustrated  with 
numerous  Wood  Engravings.  London,  1844,  pp., 
559. 

The  work  before  us  consists  of  the  lectures  on 
Midwifery,  delivered  by  the  author  to  the  students 
of  St.  George's  Hospital,  and  reported  in  the  London 
Medical  Gazette  during  the  last  two  years.  They  are 
now  "  revised  and  reprinted,  in  accordance  with  a  desire 
strongly  expressed  by  many  Students  and  Practitioners 
to  possess  them  in  a  separate  form." 

These  lectures  embrace,  as  might  be  expected,  a  full 
course  of  instruction  on  all  the  points  connected  with 
the  anatomy,  physiology,  and  diseases  of  the  uterine 
system  of  pregnant  women,  both  before  and  after 
childbirth.  We  have  not  space,  nor  is  it  necessary  to 
follow  Dr.  Lee  minutely  through  the  various  branches 
of  bis  subject,  although  we  have  marked  many  passages 
which  would  form  interesting  extracts.  Dr.  Lee's 
character  is  a  sufficient  guarantee  for  the  soundness 
of  the  doctrines  which  he  inculcates.  We  shall  there- 
fore confine  our  remarks  to  two  subjects,  our  knowledge 
of  which  has  been  materially  extended  by  Dr.  Lee's 
researches ;— we  mean  the  nerves  of  the  gravid  uterus, 
and  the  pathology  of  puerperal  fever. 

Urn  nerves  of  the  gravid  uterus  had  received  very 
little  attention  before  the  time  of  Dr.  William  Hunter. 
The  eider  anatomists  gave  very  vague  and  imperfect 
accounts  of  the  uterine  nerves  in  the  unimpregnated 
state,  but  took  no  notice  of  their  enlargement  during 
pregnancy.  Dr.  William  Hunter's  description  of  them 
is  anything  bnt  minute ;  he  appears  to  have  dissected 
tbetn  only  once,  and  has  given  no  repteseatatioa  of 
them  in  his  engravings,  Mr.  John  Hunter  says  twice 
in  his  works,  that  the  uterine  nerves  do  not  enlarge 
during  pregnancy.     Sir  Astley  Cooper   maintained 


that  it  was  impossible  for  the  nerves  of  the  uterus,  or 
indeed  the  nerves  of  any  other  organ,  to  increase  under 
any  circumstances.  TSedemann,  Lbstein,  Osiander, 
and  other  German  authors  were  quite  barren  on  the 
subject. 

Matters  being  in  this  state,  Dr.  Lee,  in  April,  1638, 
whilst  dissecting  a  gravid  uterus  of  seven  months,  all 
the  veins  of  which  were  injected,  "  accidentry  observed 
what  appeared  to  be  the  trunk  of  a  large  nerve  pro- 
ceeding upwards  from  the  cervix  to  the  body  of  the 
uterus  along  with  the  right  uterine  vein,  and  sending 
off  branches  in  its  course  to  the  posterior  surface  of 
the  uterus,  some  of  which  accompanied  the  ramifica- 
tions of  the  veins,  whilst  others  were  inserted  into  the 
peritoneum ;  this  broad  band,  resembling  a  plexus  of 
nerves,  extended  across  the  posterior  surface  of  the 
uterus,  and  covered  the  nerve  midway  between  the 
cervix  and  the  fundus.  On  the  left  side  the  same 
appearances  were  seen,  and  several  branches  of  the 
nerves  accompanying  the  uterine  rein  were  distinctly 
continuous,  with  branches  of  the  great  plexus  covering 
the  body  of  the  uterus.  As  all  the  blood  vessels  and 
nerves  bad  been  cut  away  close  to  the  neck,  of  the 
uterus,  it  was  impossible  to  trace  these  nerves  on  the 
body  of  the  uterus  back  to  the  hypogastric  and  sacral 
nerves,  and  demonstrate  their  continuity  with  these  ; 
but  I  had  no  doubt  they  were  the  uterine  nerves 
enlarged  by  pregnancy.  I  first  showed  them  to  Mr. 
H.  C.  Johnson,  who  bad  likewise  no  doubt  they  were 
ganglionic  plexuses  of  nerves,  although  they  had  not 
been  represented  in  Professor  Tiedemann's  plates. 
The  preparation  was  placed  in  the  Museum  of  this 
Hospital,  on  the  1st  of  October,  1838.  Several  eminent 
anatomists  to  whom  I  showed  the  preparation  thought 
that  I  had  been  misled  by  appearances,  and  that  they 
were  absorbent  vessels  accompanying  the  veins  and 
tendinous  fibres  spread  across  the  posterior  surface 
of  the  uterus."    p.  101. 

Having  made  fresh  dissections,  Dr.  Lee  communicated 
his  discoveries  to  the  Royal  Society,  in  December, 
1838.  This  paper  waa  "  referred  by  the  committee' of 
physiology  to  Professor  Owen  and  Mr.  Kiernan,  and 
these  distinguished  anatomists  decided,  from  an  exami- 
nation with  the  microscope  of  small  portions  of  the 
plexuses  under  the  peritoneum,  which  had  long  been 
immersed  in  rectified  spirit,  that  they  were  bands  of 
elastic  tissues,  and  not  plexuses  of  nerves.  The 
evidence  furnished  by  the  actual  continuity  of  the 
plexuses  with  the  great  sympathetic  was  considered 
of  no  weight  compared  with  the  microscopic  appear- 
ances."   p.  105. 

In  consequence  of  this  reliance  on  that  treacherous 
instrument,  the  microscope,  Dr.  Lee's  paper  was  with- 
drawn from  the  Royal  Society,  and  as  he  satirically 
observes,  <*  many  great  anatomists  hailed  the  result  as 
the  end  of  the  nerves  of  the  uterus.**  Subsequent 
dissections  of  the  gravid  uterus,  however,  furnished 
Dr.  Lee  with  fresh  evidence,  and  he  has  since  com- 
municated two  other  papers  to  the  Royal  Society,  in 
which  he  has  clearly  demonstrated  that  in  the  pregnant 
uterus  there  are  many  large  ganglia  formed  on  the 
uterine  nerves,  and  on  those  of  the  vagina  and  bladder, 
which  increase  proportionably  with  the  blood  vessels 
and  the  muscular  substance  of  the  womb,  and  which 
return  after  parturition  to  their  original  condition. 
Dr.  Lee  supposes  that  these  nervous  structures  bear 
to  the  uterus  the  same  proportion,  as  respects  their 
bulk,  as  the  optic  nerve  and  retina  do  to  the  eye.  As 
Dr.  Lee's  views  have  met  with  much  opposition, 
and  bis  discovery  has  been  treated  as  an  anatomical 
mistake,  we  were  glad  to  find  recently  in  the  pages 
of  the  Medical  Gazette  that  several  of  the  most  distiu- 


rethsw. 


it 


guished  anatomists  and  surgeons,  including  Sir  Benjamin 
Bredie,  Mr.  Lawrence,  Mr.  Stanley,  and  Mr.  Gulhuer, 
have  dccmreoHheir  belief  in  theitsdity  of  tliestruetores 
which  he  has  described.  "I  cannot  doubt,"  says  Mr. 
Oathrie  to  our  author,  "but  that  the  structures  which 
you  have  shown  by  dissection,  are  really  nerves  and 
nervous  ganglia,  because  their  fibres  are  clearly  shown 
to  he  continuous  with  the  sympathetic,  and  with  the 
sacral  nerves,  and  because  I  do  not  believe  that  any 
ingenuity  in  the  art  of  dissection  could  shew  such  a 
regular  continuity  between  the  nerves  and  fibres  of 
elastic  tissue,  or  that  (bis  tissue  could  be  made  to  imitate 
the  nerves  and  nervous  ganglia  displayed  in' your 


We  must  now  advert  to  the  subject  of  puerperal 
and  we  most  cheerfully  ascribe  to  Dr.  Lee  the 
;  of  having  added  largely  to  our  information  on 
the  morbid  anatomy  of  this  most  fatal  disease*  But 
at  the  same  time  we  must  candidly  express  our  dissent 
from  many  of  the  opinions  which  he  holds  on  its  nature 
and  pathology,  and  which  we  find  forcibly  enunciated 
in  these  lectures. 

We  need  scarcely  inform  our  readers  that  the  idea 
of  the  nature  of  this  disease  which  is  now  generally 
entertained,  especially  since  the  publication  of  Dr. 
Ferguson's  masterly  monograph,  is,  that  it  is  not  a 
local  inflammation  like  a  pleurisy,  but  that  it 
i  on  a  contamination  of  the  blood  at  large  by 
in ;  consequently  that  it  is  a  fever— a  general 
,  not  a  local  disease.  This  poison,  it  is  believed, 
may  he  introduced  into  the  system  in  various  ways. 
It  may  be  derived  from  the  vapours  floating  in  the  air 
of  a  crowded  hospital ;  or  it  may  be  communicated  by 
the  hand  of  the  accoucheur,  who,  unsuspicious  of 
mischief,  has  come  from  dressing  a  case  of  erysipelas, 
or  from  a  post-mortem  examination ;  or  it  may  be 
imbibed  from  putrid  coagula,  or  retained  placenta ;  or 
from  unhealthy  decomposing  secretions  from  the  raw 
inner  surface  of  the  womb ;  or  lastly,  injury  to  the 
uterine  veins  may  excite  phlebitis,  and  the  poisonous 
secretions  from  the  inflamed  veins  may  mingle  with  the 
blood*  The  contamination  of  the  blood  is  of  course 
attended  with  local  lesions,  as  it  is  in  all  cases ;  and 
these  will  most  frequently  be  found  in  the  organs  with 
which  the  poison  is  brought  primarily  into  contact— 
namely,  the  uterus,  and  the  adjoining  serous  membrane, 
the  peritoneum ;  but  the  distant  organs,  the  chest  and 
I  may  also  participate  in  the  mischief,  and  in  the 
t  farms  of  the  disease,  no  part  whatever  may  be 
Whatever  maybe  the  local  lesions,  the  blood- 
poisoning  fa  the  essential  part  of  the  disease— that 
which  stamps  on  it  its  main  features.  Both  the  earliest 
symptoms  and  the  effects  of  remedies  shew  that  there 
in  something  more  than  a  mere  local  inflammation  to 
deal  with.  We  will  not  detain  our  readers  with  the 
proofs  of  these  positions;  we  will  merely  refer  to  the 
tact  that  many  diseases  which  bear  the  closest  analogy  to 
puerperal  fever,  are  notoriously  caused  by  a  poisoning 
of  the  blood — witness  the  effects  of  dissection  wounds, 
the  viper  bite,  and  the  experiments  of  Gaspard 
and  Crureilhier  on  the  injection  of  putrid  matters  into 
the  veins. 

But  Dr.  Lee's  theory  of  the  nature  of  puerperal 
fever  is  directly  the  reverse  of  this.    He  will  not  even 
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give  it  the  name  of  puerperal fevert  but  styles  it  uterine 
pnjapnmatkm  us  puerperal  women.  He  aflinns  that  the 
"  constttatfonel  symptoms  iurariabiy  derive  their  origin 
from  a  local  cause."  He  "  considers  the  several  febrile 
disorders  ensuing  on  parturition  as  essentially  depend- 
ent on  inflammation  of  the  womb  and  its  appendages," 
and  ascribes  the  diversities  in  the  characters  of  the 
fever  to  differences  in  the  structures  affected,  whether 
*  the  serous,  muscular,  or  venous  tissue." 

Dr.  Lee  describes  four  principal  modifications  of 
"  inflammation  of  the  uterus  and  its  appendages  in 
puerperal  women."  "  First — inflammation  of  the 
peritoneal  covering  of  the  uterus,  and  of  the  general 
peritoneal  sac.  Secondly — inflammation  of  the  uterine 
appendages,  the  ovaris,  Fallopian  tubes,  and  broad 
hgaments.  lMrufy^raflammation  of  the  muscular 
coat  of  the  uterus.  JWAty— inflammation  and 
suppuration  of  the  veins  and  absorbent  vessels  of  the 
uterus." 

.  These  varieties  of  uterine  inflammation,  he  continues, 
may  occur  wholly  independent  of  each  other,  but  more 
frequently  are  met  with  in  combination,  so  as  more  or 
less  to  mask  and  obscure  each  other's  symptoms. 
Under  the  head  of  peritoneal  inflammation,  he  de- 
scribes that  form  of  the  disease  which  is  attended  with 
sthenic  symptoms  and  active  inflammation,  and  bears 
depletion  well.  Between  the  symptoms  of  those 
varieties  which  are  made  to  depend  on  inflammation 
of  the  muscular  tissue  of  the  uterus  and  its  veins,  we 
find  no  distinction  made,  and  an  acknowledgment 
that  the  diagnosis  is  in  most  cases  impossible  till  after 
death;  these  correspond  with  the  low  form  of  the 
fcasr,  lie  says,  as  his  reason  for  basing  his  classifica- 
tion on  the  local  effects,  that  they  alone  are  constant, 
and  that  nothing  else  is  in  the  history  of  the  disease  ; 
and  that  in  all  the  numerous  cases  which  he  has 
himself  examined,  he  found  "  some  morbid  change, 
decidedly  the  effect  of  inflammation,  either  in  the 
peritoneal  coat  of  the  uterus,  or  of  its  appendages, 
in  the  muscular  tissue,  the  lining  membrane,  or  in 
the  veins  or  absorbents  of  the  organ,  which  accounted 
in  a  moot  complete  and  satisfactory  manner  for  all 
tJu)  constitutional  disturbance  which  had  taken  plaoa 
during  lifer 
fcow  if  this  be  true,  we  would  ask  how  Dr.  Lee 

'  would  explain  the  symptoms  and  post  mortem  appear* 

_  antes  of  a  case  described  at  the  Birmingham  Patholo- 
gical Society  by  Mr.  Elkington  (see  Provincial  Medical 
Journal  for  March  9th),  in  which  the  chest  and  liver 
were  inflamed,  but  not  the  uterus  ?  Was  this  puerperal 

.  fever?  but  if  so,  where  was  the  uterine  inflammation  ? 
Bow  does  Dr.  Lee  account  for  the  fact  that  out  of 
222  esses  recorded  by  Tonnelle,  there  was  no  perito- 
nitis in  twenty-nine  cases,  no  affection  of  the  uterus  in 

'  twenty-five  ? 

If,  as  Dr.  Lee  asserts,  puerperal  fever  is  nothing 

!  more  than  uterine  inflammation,  in  puerperal  women, 
it  ought  to  bear  some  analogy  with  inflammations  of 
other  important  or  vital  organs,  occurring  under 
somewhat  similar  circumstances ;  it  ought  to  be  com- 
parable, for  example,  with  "abdominal  inflammation 
in  persons  who  have  been  operated  upon  for  strangu- 
lated hernia,"  or  for  stone ;  or  with  "  thoracic  inflam- 
mation in  persons  who  hsve  broken  ribs." 

Now  what  otlier  pure  local  inflammation  ever  pre- 
sented a  set  of  symptoms  and  morbid  appearances 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


i  to  the  following,  which  we  quote  from  Dr. 
Ws  tAhj**  A  woman,  the  third  day  alter  delivery, 
complaint  of  great  uterine  pain  increased  by  pressure; 
dyspnesa,  and  pain  in  the  left  tide  of  the  thorax ;  she 
died  in  Are  days."  On  examination  there  were  found 
the  "  pleura  and  substance  of  lungs  on  right  side  infla- 
med ;  the  left  inferior  lobe  coated  with  lymph ;  two 
quarts  of  serum  In  the  peritoneal  sac;  small  intestines 
covered  with  lymph;  uterus  imbedded  in  lymph; 
uterine  appendages  inflamed ;  uterine  reins  healthy/' 
What  was  the  disease  here  ?  If  uterine  inflammation 
whence  the  pleurisy  ?  or  how  is  it  that  pleurisy  is  met 
with  in  about  one  sixth  of  the  whole  number  of  cases 
of  puerperal  fever  ? 

If,  as  in  rheumatism,  and  om  in  this  ferer,  various 
parts  are  simultaneously  affected,  how  can  the  disease 
be  called  local  ? 

But  if  Dr.  Lee  replies  that  the  distant  effects  are 
secondary,  and  to  be  attributed  to  phlebitis,  how  is  it 
that  in  a  certain  number  of  cases  neither  veins  nor 
absorbents  are  affected  ?  or,  if  low  fever,  and  pleurisy, 
and  diffused  abscesses,  are  admitted  to  arise  from 
poisonous  secretions  poured  into  the  blood  by  inflamed 
veins,  why  deny  that  they  may  be  produced  by  the 
absorption  of  other  poisonous  matters,  from  other 
sources  when  the  veins  cannot  be  found  diseased  ? 

But  it  may  be  said,  perhaps,  that  this  "uterine 
inflammation,  in  puerperal  women,*'  is  not  a  common 
inflammation,  attended  with  common  symptoms,  but 
that  it  partakes  of  an  erysipelatous  nature.  Now  Dr. 
Lee  touches  on  this  point,  but  so  vaguely  and  inde- 
terminately, that  it  appears  as  if  his  own  mind  were 
not  made  up  on  the  subject.  However,  if  he  does 
grant  that  it  is  an  erysipelatous  inflammation,  he  aban- 
dons his  whole  question ;  for  an  erysipelas  may  readily 
be  proved  not  to  be  a  mere  local  inflammation,  but  a 
constitutional  disease ;  a  fever  with  local  symptoms. 

Closely  connected  with  this  is  the  subject  of  conta- 
gion, on  which  Dr.  Lee's  opinions  show  an  equal  want 
of  decision  and  clearness,  as  if  he  were  struggling 
between  truth  and  error.  He  says  that,  "  the  disease 
has  generally  arisen  like  inflammation  of  the  bowels 
and  lungs,  and  other  viscera,  without  any  assignable 
cause."  But  yet  he  acknowledges,  "  that  the  facts  lie 
has  observed  have  led  him  to  adopt  the  opinion  that 
the  disease  is  sometimes  communicable  by  contagion, 
and  sometimes  lias  a  connection  with  erysipelas"— 
although  on  the  contrary  he  adds  that  this  evidence 
M  has  not  been  of  so  decisive  a  character  as  to  dispel 
every  doubt  of  its  contagious  or  non-contagious  nature, 
and  to  prove  that  it  is  a  specific  inflammation." 

Now,  if  he  grants  the  contagiousness  of  the  disease 
under  any  circumstances,  he  again  completely  over- 
throws his  own  arguments.  For  a  fever  to  be 
contagious,  something  must  be  communicable;  that 
this  something  does  not  produce  a  mere  local  disease 
alone,  all  experience  shows. 

A  practitioner  goes  from  a  post-mortem  examina- 
tion to  attend  a  midwifery  case.  The  female  dies  of 
puerperal  fever.  Her  infant  dies  of  erysipelas.  Her 
nurse  has  fever  with  sore  throat  or  erysipelas.  The 
surgeon,  who  examines  her  body,  pricks  his  finger,  and 
is  seized  in  twenty-four  hours  with  shiverings,  and  an 
erysipelatous  inflammation  of  the  parietes  of  the  chest. 
Are  these  local  inflammations  ? 


A  man  loses  bus  leg  in  St,  George's  Hospital ;  he 
has  erysipelas  of  the  stump,  lingers  yellow  and  hectic 
for  some  days,  and  after  death  an  abscess  is  found  in 
his  liver.  The  patient  in  the  next  bed  has  shiverings 
and  sickness,  and  some  hoursafterwards  erysipelas  of  the 
head  appears.  Are  these  cases  of  local  inflammation  ? 
rif  so,  why  do  such  symptoms  occur  more  frequently 
in  the  hospital  than  out  of  it?  Or,  supposing  that 
these  cases  are  attributed  to  phlebitis,  the  ground  is 
only  shifted,  without  improving  the  argument.  For  it 
might  be  asked  what  is  the  most  frequent  cause  of 
phlebitis?  is  it  not  as  often  a  secondary  affection  as  a 
primary  ?  is  it  not  notoriously  caused  by  animal 
poisons  introduced  into  the  blood  ? 

But  we  need  not  pursue  the  argument  farther.  The 
readers  of  the  Provincial  Medical  /c*ni4  have  already 
been  provided  by  Mr.  Storm  and  Mr.  Fisher  with  an 
overwhelming  mass  of  evidence,  which  shows  that  this 
scourge  of  the  lying-in  chamber  is  something  more 
than  uterine  inflammation. 

We  must  now  take  our  leave  of  Dr.  Lee's  work. 
We  have  freely,  and,  as  we  believe,  successfully  oppo- 
sed his  sentiments  on  one  particular  point,  in  which 
wc  think  he  deviates  widely  from  sound  pathology.  We 
hope  we  have  done  so  ss  fellow  labourers  in  a  good 
cause ;  not  less  courteously,  and  amicably,  than  can- 
didly. In  the  second  edition  of  these  lectures,  which 
we  expect  ere  long,  we  should  be  delighted  to  find 
him  no  longer  adhering  to  opinions,  which  are  aot< 
consistent  with  the  Author's  character  as  a  sound  and 
zealous  pathologist. 


SYDENHAM  SOCIETY. 


to  the  bd1t0r  of  tub  provincial  mbdical  axo 
surgical  journal. 
Sib, 

"A  Constant  Reader  and  General  practitioner," 
who  writes  in  your  Journal  of  the  3rd  instant,  declares 
the  Sydeoliam  Society  to  be  a  failure,  because  it  has 
not,  in  its  very  cradle,  followed  the  useful  plan  pro- 
posed in  your  correspondent's  letter,  but  is  about  to 
publish  a. Latin  book. 

Now,  Sir,  if  we  are  to  have  the  works  of  Sydenham, 
and  I  know  not  of  any  better  wherewithal  to  begin  the 
labours  of  the  Society,  let  us  have  them,  at  all  events, 
in  the  language  in  which  they  were  written.  The 
amount  of  classic  learning  which  is  circulating  among 
us  cannot  afford  that  we  should  sacrifice  the  scholarship 
of  our  father  of  modern  physic  even  to  the  great 
goddess  of  the  nineteenth  century — utility. 
I  am,  Sir,  with  much  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
A  MEMBER  OF  "THE  SYDENHAM." 

April  4,  1844. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Communications  have  been  received  from  Senex— - 
—Mr.  C.  J.  Hawkins— Mr.  Wardleworth  —  Dr. 
Wallis— Mr.  M.  Hall  — Dr.  Toogood  —  Dr.  Wat- 
mough. 

It  is  requested  that  all  letters  and  communications  be 
sent  to  Dr.  Streeten,  Foregate  Street,  Worcester. 
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ON  THE  THERAPEUTIC  POWERS  OF  THE 

IODIDE  OF  POTASSIUM. 

By  W.  S.  Ok,  M.D.,  Southampton. 

There  is  perhaps  no  period  in  the  history  of  our 
professioii,  in  which  so  many  important  additions 
bare  been  made  to  the  therapeutic  department  of' 
medicine,  as  the  present  century ;  and  of  those  addi- 
tion, die  discovery  of  iodine  is  not  the  least  Important: 

It  is  remarkable  that,  whilst  most  of  the  others  i 
bare  been  the   result  of  the   inductive   powers  of 
chemical  science,  iodine  should  have  been  discovered 
by  accident,  as  was  the  fact  in  1812,  by  M.  Courtois, 
of  Paris. 

By  the  agency  of  this  elementary  body  and  its 
combinations,  it  is  indisputable  that  an  immense 
amount  of  human  disease  and  suffering  has  been 
remedied— enough  indeed  to  justify  the  inference,  that 
what  appeared  to  be  discovered  by  accident,  was  in 
reality  pointed  out  by  the  finger  of  a  gracious  Provi- 
dence for  the  benefit  of  mankind. 

On  the  present  occasion  it  is  my  intention  to  state 
my  own  experience  of  the  curative  efficacy  of  one  of 
the  preparations  of  iodine,  viz.,  of  the  iodide  of 
potassium. 

I  am  conscious  that  much— ^very  much — has  been 
already  written  on  behalf  of  this  extraordinary  medi- 1 
due,  by  various  able  writers  of  our  own  and  other 
countries;  yet,  notwithstanding,  I  consider  the  testi- 
mony about  to  be  offered  as  too  important  to  be 
withheld;  and,' moreover,  I  hope  to  adduce  evidence 
of  its  curative  power  in  other  diseases,  in  the  treatment 
of  which  it  had  never  been  previously  employed. 

I  shall  first  state  those  diseases,  in  which,  though  it 
appeared  to  be  indicated,  it  entirely  failed ;  secondly, 
those  in  which  it  was  successfully  employed;  and 
thirdly,  those  in  which  it  had  not  been  before  adminis- 
tered, bat  where  it  proved  to  be  of  essential  benefit. 

The  diseases  of  the  first  class  consisted  of  abdo- 
minal tumours,  scirrhous  induration,  and  ulcerated 
carcinoma,  lupus,  indurated  glands,  and  scrophulous 
wkvrarion,  lesions  of  the  respiratory  organs,  enlarge- 
ment^ the  kver,  ascites,  and  encysted  dropsy. 

It  is  no  uncommon  occurrence  in  females,  towards 
the  tmrmmrftrffl  of  the  catamenia,  to  meet  with 
if—tirft  sarcomatous  and  scirrhous  tumours  of  the 
abdomen,  occupying  almost  the  whole  of  the  hypo- 
gsstric  region ;  and  it  is  quite  astonishing  how  long 
they  often  carry  them  about  without  much  disturbance 
ei  tee  general  health.  In  many  of  these  cases  I  have 
used  tee  iodide,  both  internally  and  externally,  and 

No.  4,  April  M,  1844. 


also  other  preparations  of  iodine,  without  any  apparent 
benefit. 

In  two  cases  of  that  horrid  disease,  concensus  nice* 
ration  at'the  side  of  .the  root  of  the  tongue,  it  entirely 
failed  to  arrest  the  fatal  progress  of  the  malady. 

In  a  case  of  lupus  or  noli  me  tangere,  where  the 
cartilaginous  structure  of  the  nose  was  eaten  off  home 
to  the  bones,  it  was  equally  unsuccessful. 

In  lesions  of  the  lungs,  especially  where  fliere  were 
ulcerated  cavities  in  the  pulmonary  tissue,  it  has  never 
been  attended,  in  my  hands  at  least,  with  any  decided 
benefit :  on  the  Contrary,  from  its  having  occasioned 
diarrhoea,  or  otherwise  excited  the  system,  I  have  been 
often  obliged  to  lay  it  aside.  ' 

From  my  own  experience  of  iodine  generally  in 
pulmonary  disease,  I  am  of  opinion  that,  in  whatever 
preparation  it  may  be  given  or  applied,  it  will  never 
triumph  over  this  malady. 

In  several  cases  of  enlarged  liver,  in  which  the 
increase  of  bulk  was  very  perceptible,  I  have  given  the 
iodide  a  long  trial,  but  without  its  having  had  any 
observable  effect  upon  tjie  morbid  dimensions. 

It  has  also  beam  reported  to  be  of  great  use  in 
peritoneal  dropsy}  but  I  regret  tossy  that  my  own 
experience  does  not  confirm  that  testimony.  I  have 
employed  the  iodide  many  times*,  both  in  peritoneal 
and  encysted  dropsy,  without  its  having  in my  degree 
increased  the  action  either  of  the  absorbent  or  the 
renal  function. 

We  are  not,  however,  to  be  surprised  at  tosnantive 
power  in  the  above  tieeases,  as  most,  if  net  all  of 
them,  consisted  of,  or  resulted  from,  organic  Jsssun; 
end  we  know  it  to  be  an  allowed  fact  in  pathology, 
that  when  any  part  of  the  body  has  passed  'into 
organic  or  structural  change,  it  canaette-snvJiesnally 


#  .-  In  terophuia  also  I  have  employed  this 
very  extensively,  both  in  glandular  enlargement*  and 
in  its  ulcerated  stage;  The  result  does  not  Justify  me 
in  recommendmgithe  iodide  as  a  remedy  of  any  efficacy 
in  this  disease.  In  the  Case  of  a  female,  aged  HO, 
where  an  immense  crowd  of  indurated  glands  had  for 
a  long  time  completely  disfigured  both-  sides,  of  the 
neck,  I  had  hoped  for  some  proof  of  its  efficacy,  but 
in  spite  of  its  having  been  steadily  taken  for  several 
months,  no  visible  diminution  was  effected.  Some 
years  afterwards  they  gradually  yielded  to  the  .con- 
tinued use  of  the  compound  iron  piU.     ^^ >tTi> 

The  diseases  of  the  second  clam,  in  which  I  have 
found  the  iodide  of  potassium  to  be  attended  with 
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success,  are  phagedenic  ulceration,  periosteal  disease, 
and  chronic  rheumatism. 

rSf        Phaoidanic  Ulceration. 
Case  i. 
J.  R„  aged  38,  by  occupation  a  ferryman,  in  the 
■pring  of  1837,  came  from  a  distance  of  four  miles  to 
consult  me  for  acre  throat  and  mfieulty  of  breathing. 
His  respiration  was  atridulovi  and  laborious,  and  be 
appeared  aa  if  straggling  in  the  advanced  stage  of 
croup.    On  ezaminingr  the  internal  fauces,  I  found  the 
soft  palate  and  tonsil-glands   involved  in  extensive 
ulceration,  which  was  also  last  destroying  the  mucous  4 
membrane  of  the  larynx,  and  threatening  asphyxia. 
It  appeared  that  the  disease  of  the  throat  had  existed 
for  some  months  before  it  assumed  its  present  alarming 
character.    Almost  despairing  of  any  success  I  ordered 
the  following  treatment:— 

Iodide  of  potassium.    .    ,    . .  §  draebm 
Tincture  of  orange  peel    .    .    ifluidounce 
Syrup  of  ginger .    .    .    .    ,    ifloidounce 

Water  •    .    , 5  fluidounces 

Take  half  a 

three  times  a  day,  and  wash  the  throat  frequently  with 
the  following  gargle: — 

•    Solution  of  chloride-of  calcium     .    4  flnidounce    ; 
Honey  of  roses  .........    frfluidounce 

Water 5  fluidouncea.  i 

I  requested  to  see  him  again  in  a  few  days,  if  he\ 
sre  well  enough  to  come  in ;  at  the  same  time  fearing. 
he  could  not  long  survive  so  much  laryngeal  mischief. 
I  was  however  most  agreeably  surprised  to  see  him  at 
the  end  of  a  week,  in  every  respect  better  than  could 
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have  been  imagined  after  so  short  a  trial  of  the  iodide; 
The  condition  of  the  throat  was  very  much  improved, 
and  his  breathing  tranquil  and  free;  in  abort  the 
medicine  had,  as  hwere,  snatched  hhn  from  imminent 
danger,  and  already  placed  him  in  comparative  safety? 
The  same  treatment  was  continued-  for  some  weeks 
longer,  when  hie  throat  waa  healed ;  and  he  left  my 
cure  convalescent. 

After  this  I  lost  sight  of  him  till  the  spring  of  1839, 
when  he  requested  the  favour  of  my  going  to  see  him 
ut  ms  own  home.  I  found  him  in  a  truly  pitiable 
condition.  Me  was  in  his  bed,  which  he  bad  kept  for 
«igut  mouths,  worn  out  with  severe  rheumatic  pain* 
exhausted  with  intestinal  hemorrhage,  pale,  atrophied, 
nnd  cachectic.  He  bad  been  all  the  winter  under  the 
care  of  a  nodical  gentleman,  who  had  .endeavoured  in 
vain  to  relieve  him. 

Retorting  on  the  character  of  hie  former  symptoms, 
and  inferring  that  he  was  under  the  influence  of  the 
ceene  disease,  I  at  one*,  nut  him  under  Ue  iodine  treat- 
ment that  had  been  so  successful  before,  adding  to  eacn* 
done  of  the  iodide  a  few  drops  of  |he  tincture  of  opium* 
in  a  few  days  hie  pains  were  relieved,  and  he  began  to 
sally;  in  three  weeks,  he  came  down  stairs,  and  in  a 
taw  weeln  aterwardaftaid  «ne  a  visit,  and  represented 
himself  well. 

I  saw  this  man  on  the  Stb  of  March,  in  the  present 
year,  in  the  enjoyment  of  fitU  heuUb,  Are  years  having 
elapsed  since  his  last  attack. 

Cass  ii. 
W.  P.,  a  young  man,  a  labourer  by  occupation,, 
'fcOttsnlted  me  for  a  disease  of  the  tongue,  which  had 
•withstood  every  remedy  brought  against- it  for  seven 


months.  The  tongue  was  swollen  throughout  for 
about  an  inch  and  half  from  its  point.  The  tumefac- 
tion was  of  a  pale  red  colour,  relaxed  and  flabby,  and 
almost  honey-combed  with  small  deep  ulcers.  It  was 
extremely  painful,  producing  a  copious  flow  of  saliva, 
and  preventing  ail  mastication.  His  general  health 
was  low,  but  without  febrile  disturbance. 

I  gave  him  Ave  grains  of  the  iodide  three  times  a 
day,  with  five  grains  of  blue  pill  every  other  night. 
At  the  end  of  a  week  the  tongue  waa  lew  swollen  and 
leas  painful,  and  had  assumed  a  healthier  appearance. 
In  a  fortnight  afterwards  he  had  gained  considerable 
ground  for  the  better,  the  ulcers  were  healing,  he 
could  masticate  his  food,  and  his  general  health  waa 
much  improved  \  from  this  time  he  convalesced  rapidly, 
and  at  the  expiration  of  seven  weeks  he  needed  no 
further  treatment. 

Casb  xit. 

J.  B„  worker  at  a  foundry,  and  aged  20,  applied  for 
advice  on  account  of  a  large  indolent  phagedenic 
uker  in  the  left  groin,  which  had  existed  for  six 
months,  and  had  been  preceded  by,  a  sore  on  the 
glans  penis.  The  existing  ulcer  was  wide  at  its  upper 
part,  the  edgea  of  which .  were  loose,  notched,  and 
overlapping,  having. a  livid  hue,  and  no  power  of 
cicatrization.  Its  surface  was  foul,  covered  with  a 
layer  of  yellow  lardaceous  matter,  and  discharging  a 
thin:  bloody  ichor,  having  the  sickly  smell  so  peculiar 
to  this  kind  of  phagedena.  As  the  ulcer  descended 
between  the  scrotum  and  thigh  it  became  narrower, 
and.  assumed  the  form  of  a  deep  rhagas  or  cleft, 
which  extended  as  low  as  the  perineum.  His  general 
health  was  debilitated,  but  undisturbed  by  fever. 

Five  grains  of  the  iodide  of  potassium  were  ordered 
in  solution  three  times  a  day,  with  fivefgrains  of  blue 
pill  every  other  night,  and  as  generous  a  diet  as  he 
could  afford. 

In  a  fortnight  it  was  manifest  that  the  treatment  had 
begun  to  take  effect  j  and  it  was  most  interesting  to 
observe  the  improvement  of  the  sore.  The  over- 
lapping edges  were  no  longer  lying  loose  and  uncon- 
nected, but  were  united  to  the  surface  beneath,  whilst 
their  margins  had  become  less  livid,  and  had  com- 
menced the  cicatrizing  process.  Suffice  it  to  state, 
that  by  a  continuance  of  this  treatment  his  general 
health  was  restored,  and  the  nicer  cicatrized  in  three 
months. 

Within  the  last  few  years  I  have  seen  two  other 
phagedenic  ulcers  of  the  groin  of  a  similar  character, 
both  of  which  were  treated  with  the  iodide,  and  with 
the  same  result  in  about  a  similar  period.  In  one  of 
these  no  blue  pill  was  administered. 

PxmosrxAL  Disxasb. 
^  Cask  i. 

J.  C,  aged  40,  a  baker  by  trade,  consulted  me  for 
an  agonizing  pain  of  a  rheumatic  character  in  the  right 
tibia,  which  was  considerably  enlarged,  and  its  perios- 
teum thickened  along  the  upper  half  of  its  anterior 
and  inner  surface.  The  pain  had  existed  for  esjrihf 
yeans  it  attacked  htm  every  night  as  soon  aa  he  was 
warm  in  bed,  and  had  in  a  great  measure  long  deprived 
him  of  sleep. 

He  is  a  married  man ;  and  solemnly  assures  me 
that  be  has  contracted  no  syphilitic  disease  for  the 
last  twenty  years,  when  he  had  a  swelling  of  the  groin. 
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He  toM  me  that  he  had  spent  in  vain  almost  all  he 
I  in  medical  advice,  and  had  hecn  once  in  a 
:h  no  better  success ;  that  he  could  bear 
Hi  sufferings  no  longer;  and,  that  in  the  event  of  my 
treatment  being  also  unancceatfal,  he  bad  decided  on 
submitting  to  amputation  ai  a  last  resource. 

I  at  once  put  him'  under  the  nae  of  the  iodide,  of 
which  ha  took  five  grains  in  aotatien  three  times  a 
day,  and  continued  the  treatment  lor  six  weeks:  at 
the  end  of  a  week  the  pains  left  him  and  never 
returned;  the  enlargement  of  the  tibia  diminished, 
and  be  speedily  recovered* 

Cass  ii. 

A  medical  gentleman,  about  40  years  of  age,  of  dark 
hair  and  pale  complexion,  bad  been  for  several  years 
tormented  with  severe  aching  pains  of  the  limbs  from 
a  morbid  Condition  of  the  periosteum.  The  disease 
was  seated  principally  on  the  lower  third  of  the  right,1 
femur,  where  there  was  considerable  nodosity  with* 
mnch  tenderness;  so  severe  was  the  pain,  that  he  was 
under  the  necessity  of  taking  large  doses  of  opium 
every  night  to  procure  sleep,  and  enable  him  to  perform 
the  duties  of  his  profession. 

Tne  long  continuance  of  the  disease  had  seriously 
injured  bis  health,  and  reduced  him  to  so  great  a  state 
of  debility  and  emaciation,  as  to  cause  alarm  for  the 
result,  especially  as  peritoneal  dropsy  and  anasarca  of 
the  legs  had  taken  place,  and  as  the  urine  was  found  to 
be  albuminous. 

Every  remedy  that  could  be  suggested  by  his  medical 
brethren,  was  tried  to  relieve  him— mercury,  sarsapa- 
rlUa,  di-sulphate  of  quinine,  the  sesqni-oxide  of  iron, 
the  arsenite  of  potass  in  solution,  the  vinum  colchjd, 
Ac,  had  each  its  fair  trial ;  the  veratrine,  and  also  the 
belladonna,  had  been  rubbed  in  externally,  but  all  to 
no  purpose:  the  dropsical  symptoms  had  however 
been  removed  by  the  bi-tartrate  of  potass. 

At  this  period  of  the  disease,  and  early  in  the 
summer  of  1837,  I  strongly  urged  him  to  try  the 
iodide  of  potassium.  Previously  to  his  following  my 
advice,  by  the  persuasion  of  a  professional  friend,  he 
took  the  iodide  of  iron,  but  without  any  marked 
advantage,  fle  then  commenced*  the  hydriodate  of; 
potass  in  five  grain  doses  three  times  a  day. 

In  about  a'  fortnight  he  was  conscious  of  bavins* 
derived  decided  benefit,  which  encouraged  him  to 
persist  regularly  in  the  treatment  The  result  was  his 
pains  gradually  left  him ;  the  nodosities  were  absorbed;*' 
his  sleep  returned  without  the  use  of  opium,  his 
appetite  improved,  his  breath  lost  the  mercurial  fmtor, 
he  gained  flesh,  and  in  a  few  months  was  convalescent. 
I  had  opportunities  of  seeing  this  gentleman  a  long 
time  after  this,  and  his  disease  had  not  returned  ;  on 
the  contrary,  he  appeared  to  enjoy  confirmed  health,  i 

Cass  hi. 

James  Powell,  aged  42,  was  admitted  into  the 
Southampton  Dispensary  in  June  1837.  He  bad  a 
periosteal  thickening  on  the  internal  surface  of  He 
lower  third  of  the  right  tibia,  upon  which  there  was  a 
small  ulcer  of  long  standing,  and  a  node,  the  she  of  the 
long  half  of  a  lemon,  upon  the  centre  of  the  sternum. 

He  stated  that  the  disease  of  the  leg  had  existed 
since  1835 ;  that  it  was  extremely  painful,  frequently 
confining  him  to  his  bed  for  days  together;  and  that 
the  enlargement  of  the  sternum  commenced  about 


a  month  prior  to  his  admission  into  the  dispensary ; 
that  it  interrupted  his  breathing,  prevented  his  lying 
down,  and  caused  a  sense  of  painful  pressure  on  the 
chest.  His  general  health  waa  considerably  weakened. 
I  at  once  ordered  him  the  iodide  three  times  a  day,  in 
the  usual  dose  of  five  grains,  without  any  other  modi* 
cine:  In  a  fortnight  his  breathing  was  relieved,  the 
pain  of  the  sternum  and  leg  subsided,  end  at  the  end 
IT  August,  about  two  months  from  the  time  of  his 
ad  mission,  the  ulcer  was  healed,  the  periosteal  disunite 
absorbed,  and  he  was  discharged  cured* 

Powell  has  since  applied  to  me  at  lengthening  inter*, 
rate  for  slight  returns  of  the  disease,  which  a  few  weeks 
use  of  the  iodide  has  never  failed  to  subdue. 

Cask  iv. 

Jane  Flower  waa  born  in  1828,  and  her  parents  report 
that  soon  after  her  birth  she  had  a  snuffling  and  a 
discharge  of  thin  fluid  from  the  nose,  which  continued 
about  six  months.  After  this  she  appeared  quite  well, 
and  continued  to  thrive  till  1833,  five  years  after  her 
birth,  when  she  became  gradually  deaf,  and,  in  a  abort 
time,  baring  forgotten  the  words  she  bad  learnt,  dumb 
alao.  ... 

At  this  period  several  of  the  glands  of  the  neck  were 
enlarged,  and  a  swelling  appeared  on  her  forehead. 
The  same  morbid  action  showed  itself  in  the  nose,  end 
soon  extended  to  the  palate.  The  result  was— the 
exfoliation  of  the  palate  prooessesof  the  paiaiu*  bones, 
the  giving  way  of  the  septum  murium,  and  the  falling  in 
of  the  nasal  roof.  The  child  drew  out  the  exfoliated 
palate  bones,  in  September,  1833.  At  this  time  the 
upper  and  inner  surface  of  the  right  tibia  became 
diseased,  throwing  off  several  portions  of  dead  bone. 
Ulceration  took  place  in  five  different  parts  of  the 
scalp ;  and  from  each  ulcer  lamina  of  the  outer  table  of 
the  cranium  were  exfoliated.  Urn  superior  maxtUa 
also  was  implicated  in  the  same  disease,  which  occa- 
sioned the  lorn  of  many  of  her  teeUu 

For  these  afflicting  circumstances  the  poor  child 
was  admitted  into  the  Southampton  Dispensary,  hi 
1834.  Being  at  this  period  unacquainted  with  the 
efficacy  of  the  iodide,  I  prescribed  the  decoction  of 
bark  with  muriatic  acid,  and  afterwards  the  bichloride 
of  mercury  with  sarssparilla,  which  gradually  subdued 
the  disease,  and  she  was  discharged  apparently  cured. 

Eight  months  afterwards,  she  was  re-adaritted  tor 
the  same  disease,  which  had  again  broken  out  on 
several  parts  of  the  scalp  and  tibia.  She  had  lost  her 
appetite  and  her  constitution  was  cachectic.      •    - 

She  was  placed  under  the  same  sreatmsnt  the 
bt-chloride  end  sarsaparilla,  which  again  ^gradually 
subdued  the  disease,  and  she  was  discharged  apparently 
welk 

After  about  the  same  interval  she  was  readmitted 
the  third  time,  and  I  then  had  an  opportunity  of 
placing  her  under  the  therapeutic  power  of  the  iodhtl 
of  potassium.    It  wee  given  fcvthfc  following  form: 

Iodide  of  potassium     .    .    •    18  grains 
Syrup  of  ginger      ....      i  fluidounce 
Peppermint  water   .    .    .    .    5§  fluidounce* 
Two  table  spoonfuls  three  times  a  day. 

After  having  persisted  in  this  treatment  ten  days, 
her  health  began  to  improve,  and  the  ulcers  to  assume 
a  better  appearance.  From  this  time  her  convalescence 
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progressed  rapidly,  and  at  the  end  of  six^  weeks  she 
vaa  asjsjn  ditcbasged. 

From  this  period  I  lost  sight  of  the  case  for  two 
jntsav  when,  being  informed  that  ahe  resided  in  the 
neagjMouvhood,  I  called  on  her.  in  order  to  ascertain  if 


To  afjareAtdtsappointaiect  I  found  that  the  disease 
fead  returned  with  great  aggravation.  The  scajp  was 
nkerated  at  different  places,  and  presented  one  maw 
ef  filth;  4hare.was  a  large  ill-conditioned  nicer  on  the 
same  part  of  the  head  of  the  tibia ;  an  nicer  on  the 
inner  surface  of  the  right  upper  arm,  and  another  over 
us*  right  scapula,  tan  most  of  which  there  had  been 
exfoliations  of  bone. 

The  mother  had  now  given  up  all  expectation  of  the 
disease  being  cared;  but  at  my  urgent  request  she 
came  once  more  into  the  dispensary;  when  she  was 
again  put  under  a  course  of  the  iodide  of  potassium  in 
four  grain  doses  three  times  a  day.  Unwilling:  to 
pisiunf,  the  history  of  this  interesting  case,  suffice  it 
to  say  that,  at  the  end  of  three  months,  this  formidable 
nlssaef  hydra  headed  aa  it.  had  proved—was  com- 
pletely subdued ;  after  having  existed,  off  .and  on,  for 
Since  then  her  general  appearance  has 
r  improved.,  She  has  been  sent  for  instruc- 
tion to  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institution  in  London.  She 
•  fencer  stetson  years  of  age,  fcvthe  enjoyment  of  good 
health,  without  a  remaining  symptom  of  the  disease— 
newer  I  hope  to  return. 

Cass  v. 

A  field-officer  of  the  Indian  army,  aged  56,  had 
been  resident  in  the  Madras  presidency  twenty  three 
years.  During  this  period  he  had  suffered  attacks  of  < 
the,  jungle-fever  and  inflammation  of  the  liver,  for  the 
cure  of  which  he  had  been  under  the  necessity  of 
taking  scruple  doses  of  calomel  ever;  two  hours.  From 
these  causes,  and  from  constantly  superintending  the 
formation  of  a  grand  military  road,  under  a  scorching 
eun,  his  health  gave  way,  which  obliged  him  to  go 
to  the  Netlgherries  and  mountainous  district  of  Madras. 
In  i827  ha  returned  to  England,  and  spent  the  follow- 
ing six  years  in  touring  through  the  united  kingdom 
for  his  health,  but  without  benefit.  I  shall  now  pro- 
ceed nearly  in  his  own  statement  :— 

"In  1833,  I  was  attacked  with  a  rash  over  the  scro- 
tum, groins,  and  lower  part  of  the  belly ;  and  a  curious 
sore  appeared  on  the  glans  penis,  which  inflamed, 
spread  rapidly,  and  threatened  the  destruction  of  the 
part.  I  was  attended  by  two  able  surgeons,  and  at  the 
following  Christmas  was  reported  well,  when  I  pro- 
ceeded to  London.  A  few  weeks  afterwards  a  freak 
sore  (not  syphilitic)  appeared  on  the  cicatrix,  which 
spread  rapidly.  By  the  aid  of  good  surgical  advice  I  \ 
was  in  the  course,  of  time  again  set  right.  In  the 
aatemuof  1834  a  large  abscess  formed  on  the  back  of 
say  left  thigh.  It  was.  opened  by  an  incision,  which 
ulcerated,  extensively,  exposing  an  immense  cavity. 
Thia  occasioned  much  alarm ;  but  by  taking  12  grains 
of  the  quinine  daily  for  some  weeks  my  general  health 
improved,  the  ulceration  was  checked,  and  the  cavity 
considerably  though  not  entirely  filled  up.  In  May, 
1835,  I  waa  removed  to  Hampsted,  were  I  remained 
many  months  much  under  the  same  circumstances— 
the  sore  sometimes  healing*  sometimes  spreading,  now 
allowing  me  to  walk  out  an  hour*  then  shutting  me  up 


for  a  week.  At  this  period  the  disease  broke  nut  and 
suppurated  on  different  parts  of  my  body,  for  which 
I  drank  12  bottles  of  De.  Velno's  syrup  without  any 
perceptible  benefit.  At  length,  in  February*  1836,  all 
the  sores  had  nearly  healed,  and  I  returned  to  London, 
where,  from  the  effects  of  influenza,  my  local  miseries 
•were  renewed  and  my  constitution  reduced  to  great 
debility  and  emaciation.  In  September  I  went  tQ 
Cheltenham.  There,  by  a  new  local  mode  of  treatment 
my  sores  were  almost  healed  in  seven  weeks,  but  my 
bodily  health  was  daily  failing  me,  and  now,  for  the, 
.  first  time,  I  was  attacked  with  i>ains  resembling  rheu- 
matism affecting  my  head,  neck,  and  lower  part  of  the 
left  thigh.  The  pain  was  so  severe  as  to  deprive  me 
of  all  sleep.  On  the  9th  of  November  I  went  to 
Bath,  where  I  found  no  relief.  On  the  contrary,  my 
health  more  and  more  declined,  and  my  sufferings 
became  so  intense  that  I  was  at  times  in  a  state  of  dis- 
traction and  apprehensive  of.  losing  my  mind." 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1838,  he  came  to  Southampton 
and  placed  himself  under  my  care.  I  found  him  on 
his  sofa,  weak,  pale,  atrophied,  and  suffering  intense 
pain  in  the  hones  of  the  head  and  lower  third 
of  the  left  femur,  the  periosteum  of  which  waa 
thickened  and  painful  under  pressure.  On  the  upper 
and  right  side  of  the  os  frontis  there  was  an  ulcer 
exposing  the  bone;  and  on  its  upper  and  left  side 
there  were  two  small  nodes.  The  ulcer  on  the  upper 
nart  of  the  thigh  had  cicatrized. 

As  he  had  no  fever  I  gave  him  at  once  five  grains 
of  the  iodide  of  potassium  thrice  a  day,  desiring  hhn  to 
continue  his  usual  opiate  (30  drops  of  Batley'a  sedative) 
every  night. 

At  the  end  of  the  first  week  his  sufferings  were  sensible 
relieved;  by  the  end  of  the  third,  the  pain  of  the  head 
and  thigh  was  subdued,  his  appetite  improved,  and  his 
strength  greatly  restored.  At  this  juncture  unfor- 
tunately, from  inaction  of  the  liver  and  kidneys,  infiltra- 
tion into  the  peritoneal  cavity,  and  cellular  tissue  of  the 
lower  extremities  took  place,  which  obliged  me  to 
suspend  the  iodide  for  other  remedies.  I  did  not 
feel  justified  in  giving  him  mercury,  as  his  maladies 
had  been  attributed  to  the  excessive  use  of  this 
medicine.  On  the  25th  of  January  I  ordered  two 
drachms  ot  the  bi-tsrtrate  of  potass  every  morning, 
which  had  the  happiest  effect  in  restoring  the  hepatic 
and  renal  functions,  and  removing  the  infiltration. 

In  the  latter  end  of  February,  as  the  pain  began  to 
return,  I  ordered  him  to  resume  his  iodide ;  but  as 
it  disagreed  and  occasioned  an  unpleasant  bitterness 
in  the  throat,  I  thought  fit  to  suspend  it  again  for  a 
while.  The  pain,  however,  continued,  and  so  increased 
4ji  severity,  that  on  the  6th  of  March  it  was  resumed 
in,  the  following  form  :— 

Iodide  of  potassium      ....    48  grains. 

Syrup  of  ginger       .    .    .    .    .    fafluidounce 

Tincture  of  digitalis-    <.<•..    1  flnidraohm 
-.Peppermint water  .    .    5§flai&maose 

TakeJudf  a  Aeidounee  in  n  little  water  thrice  n  day. 

Under  this  treatment,  steadily  observed,  he  soon  be- 
came free  from  pain,  improved  rapidly  in  every  respect, 
and  in  a  few  weeks  could  walk  out  at  his  pleasure.  On 
the  fourteenth  of  May  the  iodide  was  discontinued, 
and  he  returned  to  London  in  good  health  and  spirits. 
(To  be  coftfouerf  in  qw  w&t.J 
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•OME  FURTHER  REMARKS  ON  THE  USE  OP 

^     THE  LONGITUDINAL  INCISION  THROUGH 

THE  SCALP  IN  DISEASES  OF  THE  BRAIN. 

By  G.  Wallib.  M.D.,  Senior  Physician  of  the 
Bristol  Infirmary. 

The  very  Jut  remarks  of  Dr.  Hasting*,  in  the 
Pr*i*cUU  MtHeai  Journal  of  die  3d  of  February,  on 
the  reriew  of  the  last  volume  of  the  Transactions  of 
the  Provincial  Medical  Association,  in  the  British  and 
Foreign  Medical  Review,  have  induced  me  (as  a  paper 
of  mine  is  contained  in  that  volume)  rather  to  aggra- 
vate my  offence  against  the  delicate  feelings  of  the 
reviewer,  by  selecting  for  publication  two  other 
example*,  out  of  a  number  of  successful  cases,  which 
have  occurred  since  my  paper  was  read  at  Exeter.  I 
should  not  have  thought  it  necessary  to  say  anything 
more  npon  the  subject,  but  the  supercilious  manner  in 
which  that  paper  was  mentioned  in  the  review  might 
lend  many  practitioners,  who  have  not  had  opportu- 
nities of  seeing  the  value  of  the  remedy,  to  pan  ft 
pvor  as  not  worth  trying.  The  ejaculation  of  the 
reviewer  at  the  conclusion  of  his  observations,  of— 
«  km*  tJU  Urd  see*  nt  from  Dr.  WaUk  md  kU 
it***,"  is  childish  and  effeminate,  and  inch  as  might 
be  expected  from  weak-minded  persons  on  the  con- 
*rmplste*n  of  any  operation  in  surgery  however 
trivial.  Asno  argument,  either  practical  or  theoretical, 
meg  advanced  by  the  reviewer  against  the  value  of  the 
remedy  aa  a  onUnter-irritant,  or  that  any  disadvantage 
reenHed  from  its  application,  it  is  to  be  presumed 
that  nothing  whatever  could  be  brought  toward  agasist 
the  incision,  either  in  principle  or  practice,  as  an 
Important  and  valuable  remedy. 

Tan  originaMty  of  this  practice  Is  also  questioned;  a 
circumstance  not  worth  the  waste  of  one  drop  of  ink. 
Dr.  Prichsrd  read  a  paper  upon  this  plan  of  treatment 
before  the  British  Association,  hehf  m  Bristol,  in 
1835.  It  wiH  be  seennowever  by  the  dates  appended 
to  some  of  my  cases,  that  many  of  the  most  Important 
otuuied  some  years  before  the  production  of  Dr. 
Pricharcr*s  paper,  and  I  recollect  having  seen  the 
main  principles  of  this  remedy  put  in  practice  nearly 
40  years  ago.  I  should  have  the  highest  pleasure  In ' 
being  taught  bow  to  manage  circumstances  like  the, 
following,  with  equal  humanity  and  tenderness,  and' 
with  equal  success. 

Mrs.  M- ,  aged  about  40,  has  a  family  of  six 

ehUuren,  had  suffered  severe  pains  in  her  head  for  five* 
or  six  months,  gradually  increasing  in  intensity,  until 
being  unable  any  longer  to  use  exertion,  she  kept  her 
bed,  and  sent  Car  her  surgeon,  who  bled,  leeched, 
blistered,  cleared  out  the  alimentary  canal,  and  usSd 
•very  exertion  to  render  the  digestive  organs  healthy, 
nod  reduce  the  excitement  in  the  head ;  notwith* 
which  the  pains  in  her  heed  continued  to 
seeming  and  great  agony*:  to 
i  succeeded  drowsiness  and*  torpor ;  when 
ested  Intent  night,  Feb.  Ifth. 
7>e  surfOOn  who,  had  been  in  attendance  was  detained 
by  a  ease  of  midwifery,  and  sent  me  a  request  to  act 
without  him.  I  ordered  the  head  to  be  shaved,  and  an 
enjtire  night  cap  of  a  blister  to  be  applied  immediately. 
Leeches  had  been  applied  in  the  morning  before  my 
I  the  stia  was  pale,  and  the  extremities 


rather  cold.  She  was  ordered  to  take  1*  grains  of 
calomel  every  six  hours. 

Feb.  17th.  The  night  had  passed  without  any  material 
alteration.  A  monosyllable  only  could  be  got  to  any 
question  asked  of  her,  and  that  generally  accompanied 
by  that  deep  sigh  which  characteristically  marks  tim 
progress  of  serous  effusion  of  the  brain:  The  Iris  In 
'both  eyes  acted  equally  and  regularly.  The  Mister 
had  risen  well,  and  was  dressed  with  strong  mercurlef 
ointment.    An  active  aperient  was  ordered. 

1 8th.  Night  restless!  frequent  jactitation  of  the  left 
arm  and  leg.  Increased  torpor.  I  proposed  to  make 
the  incision,  Which  was  not  agreed  to  by  her-  family; 
Continued  the  calomel  and  saline  mrxfure  wMf 
antimony. 

19th.  During  the  night  was  convulsed  for  about  ten 
minutes,  since  which  the  right  arm  and  teg  have  not  been 
much  moved.  The  iris  of  the  right  eye  rather  dilated, 
and  no  perceptible  movement  in  It  on  the  sudden  admit* 
sion  of  light.  The  left  iris  considerably  mete  Contractoff 
than  the  right,  and  sensible  to  light.  On  peenouiieln* 
unfavourable  opinion,  and  the  obviously ' 


approach  of  death,  her  mother  and  husband  jtqwested 
me  to  do  anything  I  pleased  tt>  endeavour  to  save  Hflsv 
Itie  incision  was  made  immediately  roll  seven  inches 
long ;  not  more  than  about  one  ounce  of  blood  Howedt 
The  patient  did  not  take  the  slightest  notice  wHatovei 
when  the  scalp  was  divided'.  A  tMek  doesfl  of  Hot 
soaked  in  spirit  of  turpentine  was  placed  In  the 
incision,  and  adhesive  straps  applied.  Urn  remedsss 
were  continued. 

20th.  Had  passed  a  quieter  night,  no  convulsions,  less 
jactitation  of  the  left  limbs,  and  a  decided  appearance 
of  improvement.  The  dossil  of  lint  was  taken  out  of 
the  incision,  and  replaced  by  another,  well  soaked  In 
spirit  of  turpentine ;  and  to  keep  an  active  counter* 
irritation  going  on,  as  the  excitement  of  the  incision 
would  be  lessened  after  14  hours,  a  blister,  16  Inches 
long  and  4  inches  wide,  was  applied  along  the  spine 
from  the  occiput  downwards.  Theoowels  were  suffici- 
ently open  daily. 

21st.  Passed  a  moderately  quiet  night,  decidedly 
improved,  the  right  iris  more  susceptible  of  light.  The 
mouth  sore  from  the  calomel ;  the  calomel  to  be  omitted. 

The  improvement  continued  gradually  going  on.  As 
soon  as  granulations  appeared  in  the  incision  a  double 
row  of  peas  was  introduced,  and  a  very  effective  issue 
established  for  about  two  months.  Vision  was  very 
imperfect  for  some  time,  from  what  she  called  a  mitt 
before  her  eyes,  and  seeing  objects  doable.  She  states 
she  was  not  conscious  of  the  incision  being  made,  and 
does  not  know  how  the  wound  came  upon  her  head. 
She  is  at  this  time  (12  months  after)  In  perfect  health, 
attending  to  her  family  duties  as  well  as  ever  she  did 
in  her  life,  and  is  entirely  free  from  her  accustomed 
head  aches. 

Mr.  O.,  a  gentleman '  of  great  respectability  in  the 
profession,  called  upon  me  to  ask  if  It  would  be  of  any 
service  to  make  the  incision  through  the  scalp  of  a 
boy,  after  indications  of  pressure,  from  effusion  In  the 
brain,  bad  shown  themselves.  He  considered' the'  case 
as  hopeless.  I  visited  Master  R—  with  him,  who  was 
about  13  years  of  sge,  and  had  gone  through  the  usual 
routine  of  symptoms  and  treatment  of  acute  hydro- 
cephalus. HeUyinnstftteof*oi^,;bW 


REMOVAL  OF  A  KNIFE-BLADE. 


•ad  speaking  loudly  into  bis  eir,  could  be  made  to  take 
medicine  or  thin  fluid  food.  The  pupil  of  the  right 
en*  was  dNated  to  about  double' the  sixe  of  the  left, 
and  I  ejcrnW  not  observe  any  contractile  movement  in 
It  when  the  light  was  suddenly  admitted.  The  left 
iris  was  in  its  normal  state»  though  perhaps  rather  more 
contracted.  As  the  progress  of  the  effusion  had  been 
rather  slow,  and  the  morniug  and  evening  exacerba- 
tions of  a  less  active  kind  than  is  usual  in  the  very 
acute  forma  of  the  hydrocephalic  irritation,  and  the 
aspect  of  the  esse  such,  as  might  be  fairly  deemed  lost, 
the  incision  was  made,  more  as  a  forlorn  hope,  where 
no  harm  could  be  done  or  unnecessary  pain  caused, 
than  from  a  reasonable  expectation  of  success.  On 
dividing  the  scalp  about  seven  inches,  no  notice  what- 
ever was  taken  of  it  either  by  movement  or  voice. 
On  the  following  day  there  was  an  evident  appearance 
of  improvement.  The  dossil  of  lint  was  taken  out  of 
the  incision  and  replaced  by  another,  and  a  long  blister 
was  than  ordered  to  be  applied  to  the  spine,  to  keep  an 
active  counter-irritation  going  on.  No  internal  reme- 
dies were  used,  except  a  litjtle  alkali  and  mild  aperients 
to  keep  the  mucous  surface  free  from  irritation*  The 
incision  [was  kept  open  as  an  issue,  with  a  double 
row  of  peas,  for  about  three  months.  The  boy  gradually 
and  perfectly  recovered. 

After  the  Incision  baa  been  made  24  hours,  it  is 
desirable  to  remove  the  straps  of  adhesive  plaster, 
so  a*  W -remove  all  constriction  from  the  scalp,  and 


lessen  the  neat. .  Taking  out  the  dossil  of  lint  from*  *irtebrs,  and  its  back  was  directed  backwards  and 


the  wound  and  replacing  it  by  another  ia  also  useful, 
as  it  favours  the  early  establishment  of  suppuration, 
and  adds  to  the  continuance  of  the.  counter-irritation. 
If  the  vascular  action  and  heat  continue  about  the 
head,  leeches  ought  to  be  applied,  and  all  the  assistant 
means  which  a  practitioner  ought  properly  to  use,  to 
contribute  towards  allaying  the  increased  vascular 
action  going  on  in  the  brain.  It  has  never  been  pre- 
tended that  the  incision  is  the  sole  remedy  necessary 
in  all  cases ;  but  that  it  is  the  most  powerful  means 
of  any  that  I  have  ever  seen,  when  used  as  I  have 
described.  That  it  should  be  successful  in  every  case 
no  rational  person  would  expect ;  but  I  boldly  assert 
that'  it  will  most  materially  assist  in  bringing  many 
severe  cases  of  cerebral  disease  to  a  successful  issue, 
which  are  incurable  without  it.  In  conclusion  I  may 
add,  that  I  have  heard  many  persons  express  their 
most  grateful  thanks  for  the  relief  obtained  from  the 
incision,  but  in  no  instance  have  I  ever  been  blamed 
for  having  had  recourse  to  this  remedy. 


sion  and  tightness  of  die  chest,  and  fixed  nek  of  tan 
right  side,  extending  through. to  the  inferior  ingle  of 
the  scapula,  fiis  face  was  flushed,  his  pulse  quick 
and  throbbing,  and  he  could  not  lie  down. 

There,  was  a  recent  cicatrix  about  an  inch  above 
the  interclavicular  space,  which  felt  much  indurated, 
and  my  impression  at  the  time  was,  that  the  tracheal 
cartilages  had  been  lacerated,  and  had  united  very 
unequally.  I  bled  him  to  12  ounces  from  a  large 
orifice,  and  complete  syncope  followed*  When  he 
recovered  from  the  fainting,  the  breathing  was  much 
freer,  and  be  felt  relieved.  He  was  treated  with 
mercurials,  hyoscyantus,  and  common  aperients,  and 
continued  improving,  bnt  the  fixed  pain  in  the  thorax 
did  not  eutirely  subside. 

May  1st.  He  called  upon  me  to  inform  me  that 
something  had  made  its  appearance  in  the  situation  of 
the  wound,  and  upon  examination,  I  found  the  cica- 
trix ulcerated,  so  as  to  expose  a  small  black  angular 
metallic  substance ;  and,  upon  endeavouring  to  remove 
it  with  forceps,  it  was  so  firmly  impacted,  that  careful 
dissection  was  required  for  its  removal.  I  extracted 
it  in  the  presence  of  Knight's  father  and  a  police 
officer. 

Length  of  blade.    •    •    .    2  inches  6-lOths, 

Width 7-lOths,       . 

..     Thickness  at  the  back     .  1-lOth. 

When  I  withdrew  the  blade,  its  point  apparently 
rested  obliquely  against  the  body  of  one  of  the  cervical 


REMOVAL  OF  A  KNIFE  -  BLADE  FROM 
BETWEEN  THE  TRACHEA  AND  RIGHT 
CAROTID  ARTERY. 

By  R.  T.  Hunt,  Esq.,  Consulting  Surgeon  to  the 
Lying-in  Hospital,  Manchester. 

1843.  March  23rd.  James  Knight  was  wounded 
in  the  neck,  whilst  on  the  ground,  by  a  man  who  had 
knocked  him  down  and  fallen  with  kirn.  The  surgeon 
to  whom  he  applied  told  him  that  the  wind-pipe  was 
cut  open,  but  after  carefully  examiniog  the  wound, 
stated  that  he  could  find  no  foreign  body  in  it.  When 
I  saw  him  on  the  13tb  of  April,  three  weeks  after  the 
injury,  he  was  suffering  from  urgent  dyspnoea,  oppres- 


upwards.    The  bluntness  of  this  point  and  of  the 
edge  of  the  knife  will  account  for  the  carotid  and  . 
other   important   structures   so    fortunately    having 
escaped  being  injured. 

I  gave  him  an  opiate  and  enjoined  absolute  rest  and 
antiphlogistic  regimen.  He  had  a  slight  tickling 
cough  during  the  next  24  hours,  and  the  expectorated 
mucus  was  streaked  with  blood.  Toe  fixed  pain  In 
the  chest  was  never  felt  after  the  extraction  of  the 
blade,  and  by  the  10th  of  May  he  was  perfectly 
recovered. 

1844.  March  23rd.  I  have  to-day  heard  that  he 
has  had  no  chest  affection  since  the  last  report. 

—     / 

ON  THE  GOOD  EFFECT  OF  THE  ERGOT  OF 
RYE  IN  A  CASE  OF  RETENTION  OF  URINE. 

By  Thomas  J  evraBTB,  M.D.,  Liverpool. 
We  ought  to  feel  much  indebted  to  Dr.  James  J. 
Ross,  of  Cambusmore,  Sutherlandshire,  for  having 
called  the  attention  of  the  Medical  Profession  to  the 
use  of  the  Ergot  of  Rye  in  retention  of  urine,  caused 
>bj  a  want  of  muscular  power  to  expel  it  from  the 
bladder,  in  paralytic  patients;  and  as  an  opportunity 
occurred  to  me  to  test  its  effects  the  last  week  of 
January,  1  availed  myself  of  it,  and  am  much  gratified 
in  having  it  in  my  power  to  add  this  single  instance  in 
support  of  what  he  has  still  further  made  known. 
(See  Provincial  Medical  Journal,  vol.  7,  p.  378.) 

A  gentleman,  aged  69,  who  for  nearly  half  a  century 
had  had  the  chief  management  of  a  very  extensive 
mercantile  establishment  in  Liverpool,  in  connection 
with  one  still  more  so  in  London,  and  had  discharged 
the  duties  of  his  responsible  situation  with  great  punc- 
tuality and  perseverance,  during  the  whole  of  the 


OR  KCTENTTONOT  URINE. 


above  period,  became  the  subject  of  repeated  attacks 
of  cerebral  disease.  •  Ills  first  threatening  of  cerebral 
affection  was  in  August,  1838;  a  second  occurred  in 
April,  1841,  and  a  third  in  June,  1843,  since  which 
last  date  he  has  been  compelled  to  retire  from  any 
busineaB  which  calls  for  mental  or  bodily  exertion. 
Although  he  has  not  hitherto  lost  the  power  of  motion 
or  speech,  he  has  repeatedly  fallen  down  in  the  street 
and  other  places,  and  afterwards  been  unable  to  walk 
home,  rendering  it  unsafe  for  him  to  venture  out  of 
his  house,  without  so  attendant.  His  bowels  have 
required  constant  attention,  and  often  active  treatment, 
under  his  ordinary  medical  attendant,  Mr.  Cheesbrou^b, 
and  during  the  month  of  November  last,  1843,  he  became 
mora  or  less  subject  to  eneuresis.  This  want  of 
retention  was  followed  by  retention  of  the  urine  in 
the  bladder— a  diametrically  opposite  state,  though  not, 
I  conceive,  very  difficult  to  account  for.  On  the  16th 
of  January,  1844, 1  first  saw  him  labouring  under  a 
retention  of  urine,  which  had  required  the  use  of  the 
catheter  daily,  if  not  oftener,  and  which  Mr.Cheesbrough 
fend  been  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  for  most  of  the 
last  fortnight.  In  addition,  he  had  been  confined  to 
kis  bed  from  the  effects  of  bruises,  occasioned  by  a 
severe  fall  in  the  street. 

Mr.  Cheesbrough  has  favoured  me  with  the  following 
account  of  the  case :— "  January  14,  1844.  I  was 
requested  to  see  Mr.  — ,  and  found  him  in  great 
abdominal  pain,  like  colic,  and  knowing  his  constipated 
habit  of  body,  I  immediately  injected  warm  water 
by  means  of  an  enema  syringe  into  the  rectum,  and 
succeeded  in  removing  an  enormous  mass  of  faecal 
matter.  On  the  following  day  he  had  perfect  adynamia 
mi  the  bladder,  and  I  had  consequently  to  introduce 
the'  catheter,  which  I  waa  obliged  to  use  on  each 
encrreding  day,  until  the  24tb,  when  you  saw  him 
with  me,  and  proposed  his  taking  the  ergot  of  rye,  and 
which  was  agreed  to,  by  beginning  with  only  ten 
grains  in  powder  daily,  and  increasing  the  dose  to 
doable  or  treble  the  quantity  if  necessary.  On  the 
25th,  however,  or  the  following  day,  he  voided  his 
urine  freely,  and  has  continued  to  do  so  up  to  the 
present  time,  viz.,  February  8tb,  one  powder  only 
being  daily  taken.  The  remarks  I  would  make  upon 
the  efficacy  of  the  secale  cornutuin,  so  far  as  its 
remedial  powers  have  been  shown  to  us  in  this  case, 
must  depend  upon  whether  we  can  be  perfectly  satisfied 
as  to  its  agency,  in  at  once  acting  upon  the  pervea  in 
immediate  connexion  with  the  bladder,  in  the  same 
manner  as  we  know  it  does  upon  the  uterus.  I  think 
are  ahonld  be  fuHy  warranted  in  giving  a  fair  trial  to 
this  medicine  in  similar  cases  to  the  one  before  us.  We 
feave  here  had  to  contend  with  a  paraplegic  state  of  the 
general  system',  and  there  is  little  doubt  but  the  sudden 
removal  of  the  araat  stoat  of  matter,  which  had  been 
pressing  upon  the  bladder,  perhaps  for  months, 
previous  to  Che  use  of  the  ergot  of  rye,  may  have 
caused  a  loss  of  tone  in  that  organ,  aa  evidenced 
by  the  tuddan  removal  of  it  bringing  on  the  total 
inability  of  voiding  urine.  I  will  give  the  secale  a 
fair  trial,  and  make  a  point  of  acquainting  you  with 
the  results'* 

It  is  always  well  to  be  cautious  how  we  accede  to 
opinions  in  favour  of  a  new  remedy.  I  am  willing, 
therefore,  to  allow  Mr.  Cheesbrough  full  credit  for  bis 
t  my  impression  of  its'  power  in  this  case 


is  so  strong,  that  I  cannot  allow  myself  to  doubt  that 
it  adds  another  instance  of  what  jpr.  Boss,  has  saaa> 
known  to  us.    As  a  further  proof,  it  amy  be  stated 

that  one  powder  was  accidentally  omitted,  and  the 
urine  was  not  voided  as  before. 

Feb.  19th.  I  again  visited  this  gentleman,  and  found 
qfiat  he  had  taken  eleven  powders,  which  never  failed 
to  relieve  him,  and  that  for  the  last  fortnight  he  has 
omitted  them  altogether.  He  finds  now  no  difficulty 
in  passing  his  urine  naturally  as  usual. 

Liverpool,  Feb.  23, 1844.  •  i         . 


'\  PROVINCIAL 

Jfcefcical  &  Surgical  SournaU 

WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  24,  1844. 


-  It  was  our  intention  to  offer  some  remarks  on  a 
fery  important  question,  in  relation  to  which  a 
latter  from  Mr.  George  Kins;,  of  Bath,  will  be 
found  in  our  present  number.  The  subjoined 
^ddress,  however,  which  has  been  forwarded  tons 
for  inset tion,  appears  to  be  at  this  juncture  of  esjah 
importance,  that  we  feel  compelled  to  postpone 
refer  observations  on  the  case  of  the  medical  officer 
of  the  Weils  Union  till  next  week,  in  order  that 
we  may  v cry  briefly  call  attention  to  the  subject  to 
which  the  Address  refers. 

'  Oar  readers  are  well  aware  that  we  hare  never 
advocated  the  throwing  aside  of  all  distinctions  in 
the  profession,  nor  the  amalgamation  of  au  classes 
of  its  members  into  one.  On  the  contrary,  we 
have  ever  considered  (list  the  wants  of  the 
community  have  led  to  the  formation,  for  practical 
purposes  of  the  three  great  bodies  into  which  the 
profession  is  now  divided.  The  general  practitioner 
is  absolutely  essential  to  the  weMare  of  the  public 
at  large,  and  especially  of  that  portion  of  the 
population  which  is  scattered  throughout  the 
country  districts;  while  at  the  same  time  the 
call  for  consulting  practitioners,  who  severally 
devote  their  attention  on  the  one  hand  mainly  to 
the  study  and  management  of  internal  affections, 
on  the  other  to  the  treatment  of  external  diseases, 
and  to  the  acquirement  of  skill  in  the  performance 
«of  capital  operations,  has  been  equally  felt  and 
responded  to  in  the  metropolitan  and  larger  cities 
and  towns. 

But*  although  we  have  found  in  existence,  and 
recognize  the  advantage  of  the  three  division*  into 
which,  for  purposes  of  utility,  the  Medical  Pro- 
fession has  become  divided,  and  so  flu*  think  thai 
the  public  benefit  is  consulted  by  preserving  the 
existing  classes  of  physicians,  surgeons,  and  general 
practitioners,  we  have  never  been  able  to  discover 
the  slightest  grounds  for  splitting  each  or  any  one 
of  these  classes  into  farther  sub-divisions.    It  is 


ADDRESS  OF  THE  WEMlMtS  OF  THE  COLLEGE  OP  SURGEONS. 


fceeeutotlmeunilarof  the  Royal  Couege  of  Sur- 
ftont'  -ie  mainly  and  fundamentally  faulty.  We 
aYa  quite  witting  to  admit  that  tbe  new  charter  is  an 
improvement  in  many  important  respects  on  that 
which  preceded  it;  but,  in  extending  to  a  portion  of 
tbe  members  of  the  college  the  elective  franchise, 
to  which,  we  contend  that,  under  certain  limi- 
tations, all  have  an  indefeasible  right,  the  creation 
of  grades  among  a  body  where  all  were  before 
on  an  equality,  is  a  manifest  injustice  to  every 
member  excluded  from  the  superior  class. 

This  is  toe  main  error  in  principle,  which,  follow- 
ing the  bad  precedent  of  tbe  old  and  worn-out 
charter  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  deform*  die 
new  charter  of  the. College  of  Surgeons.  The 
elective  franchise  is  an  important  au4  inherent 
right,  recognized  in  almost  every  institution  of  the 
country,  andought  to  be  neither  sparingly  bestowed 
norcapiinionsJty  withheld.  The  onry  restriction  to 
which,  under  existing  circumstances,  the  exercise  of 
this  righ^  should  have  been  subjected,  is  that  arising 
from  length  of  standings  certainly  not  those  derived 
from   adventitious  station  or  local  expediency. 

she  esacswe  franchise  to  those  who  had  been 
in  Bulbars  of  the  college  for  five  or  seven  years, 
and  making  a  still  longer  smudsag. necessary  as  a 
qualification  for  the  Council,  while  the  unwise  dhv 
traction  of  the  fellowship  is  a  measure  which,  as 
regard*  the  existing  members  of  tbe  college,  ought 
■ever  for  one  moment  to  have  been  thought  o£ 

The  general  practitioner,  aa  we  have  before  said, 
and  the  consulting  practitioner  in  either  department, 
are  established  by  long  existing  usage,  and  recog- 
nized by  the  wants  of  the  community;  but  the 
further  distinction  of  each  class  into  fellows,  and 
licentiates  or  members  who  are  not  fellows,  is 
uncalled  for  by  public  convenience,  degrading,  to 
the  so-called  subordinates,  and  highly  injurious  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  whole  profession. 

This  attempt  at  conferring  superior  privileges  on 
the  few,  among  those,  who,  up  to  the  period  of  giving 
effect  to  the  charter,  were  all  equal,  was  a  fetal 
error  in  principle,  which  the  Council  of  the  College 
may  be  assured  must  be  retraced.  The  nef't 
error  of  a  similar  character  committed,  was  the  mode 
of  selection  in  the  appointments  to  the  superior 
grade.  We  would  not  for  one  moment  question 
the  good  faith  with  which  the  appointments  to  the 
fellowship  have  hitherto  been  made.  We  believe 
that,  with  few  exceptions  indeed,  the  members  of 


of 
the  college  selected  for  the  fellowship  are  weDJIxxly,  and  created  them  Fsllows  of  the  College. 


entitled  to  the  honour,  but  then  there  are  many- 
very  many,  of  equal  eminence,  who  ought  to  have 
been  appointed,  and  yet  by  the  adoption  of  an 
erroneous  principle  of  selection,  stand  excluded. 
Seniority,  and  seniority  alone,  should  have  been 


made;  and  tbe  only  remedy  which  nowi 
in  the  power  of  tbe  Council  for.  the  error  which 
they  have  committed,  b  at  once  to  adopt  that  prin- 
ciple to  tbe-full  j  to  open  wide  the  gate  to  the  ienW- 
ship,  to  do  away  with  every  useless  distinction,  and 
to  admit  at  once  to  full  privileges  every  member 
of  the  college  whose  experience  in  die  profession 
entitles  him  to  a  representative  voice  in  its  couocttq, 
as  his  admission  to  its  membership  identifies  hie* 
with  its  interests.  We  conclude  by  recommending 
the  address,  to  which  we  have  alluded,  to  the  cahn 
and  candid  consideration  of  our  i 


an  aodbe88  bbom  the  under6iqned  membebs  ob 
the  royal  college  ob  burgeons  ob  england; 
to  the  council  ob  that  college. 

Gentlemen, 

In  addressing  you,  st  this  vitally  JmporUat  juncture, 
as  the  governing  body  of  the  college  of  which  we  are 
members,  we  ■half  not  offer  to  you  either  the  language 
of  remonstrance  or  complaint;  but  we  feel  it  to  be  a 
duty  which  we  alike  owe  to  tip  public,  to  the  crown, 
to  the  memberi  of  the  medical  profession,  and  to  our? 
selves,  to  remind  you  of  the  power  which  you  hare 
authority  to  exercise  under  the  provisions  of  the  charter 
which  her  gracious  Majesty  granted  to  our  College  ia 
the  month  of  September,  1843. 

In  the  ascend. section  of  that  royal  decsee  you  were 
empowered  to  elect,  within  three  months,  from  the 
date  of  the  sign  manual  of  the  Sovereign,  not  km  than 
two.handied  and  fifty,  nor  mom  than  three  fan 
atamans,  who  should,  from  thenceforth* 
Fellows  of  our  Collage.  In  the  same  section  it  is 
also  provided  that/a/ltr  the  expiration  of  three  calan» 
dar  months,  and  MtitMin  am*  yaar  from  the  date  ef  the 
Charter,  "any  other  pmomt  whom  the  Council  shall 
Mm*  fit  and  appoint*  shall  be  Fellowe  o(  the 
College." 

We  also  request  your  attention  to  the/mrta  section 
of  the  said  Charter,  which  we  here  present  to  your 


"4.  That  it  shaU  also  be  lawful  for  the  Council  of 
the  said  College  at  any  time  or  times  alter  the  expira- 
tion of  tbe  said  three  calendar  months,  and  before  the 
expiration  of  one  year  from  the  date  hereof,  by  diploma 
or  diplomas  under  the  seal  of  the  said  College,  and  in 
such  form  as  the  said  Council  shall  think  fit,  and 
without  any  fee,  to  "appoint  any  other  person  or  per* 
sous  (being  a  member  or  members  of  tbe  Ssid  CotteeW) 
to  be  a  Fellow  or  Fellows  of  the  said  Royal  CoBefc* 
of  Surgeons  of  England." 

You  have  already  selected,  within  tbe  period  pre* 
scribed  bf  law,  the  three  hundred  members 


On  the  principles  which  have  guided  or  regulated 
your  choice  in  this  selection  we  ester  no  oammeat ;  hut 
we  consider  it  to  be  our  duty  to  remind  you  that 
additional  creations  of  Fellows  have  not  been 
announced  by  you,  although /oar  months  have  iilspssfl 
since  the  14th  of  December  last  (when  the  first  three 


tHir^^whiih.the.  ***  «OT»tow»t«  werejjnonths  of  your  power  to  eject  Fallon*  temmaBvU. 
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'.and  tlutt 'there. remain  but  fire  months  of  the  entire 
tern  which  the  Charter  has  prescribed  for  the  farther. 
exercise  of  your  authority.  Jsencc  it  hue  become 
imperative:  dqty  to  remind  you  of ,  the, 
umirh  you  are  mvcaic4  by  tfre  Crown.  ,. 
.•  The,  members  of,  our.  C^lege  amount  to  upwards  of 
ten  thousand,  in  number.  For  aught  we  know  to  the 
.  irtipettary,  onjy  three  hundred  of  us  have,  up  to  this 
i.  time*  been  created  fellows  by  you,  under  the  provisions 
of  the  new  Charter.  This  is  rather  an  alarming  result 
of  a  seven-month's  exercise  of  your  creative  power.  . 
The  Feifom,  he  it  remembered, .  are  to  be  the  future 
emefore  of  the  CoammL. 
-  The  privilege  a*  c/asrmn  is  a  right  which  we,  the 
nsemben,  have  endeavoured  to«obtain  from  the  kgisla- 
•  tstoe  during  nearly  twenty  years.  Instead  of  conferring 
it  upon  as,  directly,  the  Crown  has  invested  yon  with 
{^authority  to  enfranchise  us.  The  Crown  rightly 
judged,  perhaps*  that  you,  who  granted  to  us  our 
oust  be  better  acquainted  with  our  cue* 
capabilities  then  could  be  any  body  of 
t  persons  with  whom  we  bad  never  been 
ay  associated. 
•  The  fact,  m  truth,  cannot  be  concealed  that  yen 
have  authority  to  enfranchise  entry  meaioer  qfik* 
Chflsjwtrjm  reside*  within  the  limit*  qf  thU  Hardest. 
Ton  might  even  bestow  the  fellowship  on  members 
who  live  beyond  those  limits.  For  the  proofs  of  these 
aPegatkms  we  refer  to  the  sections  already  quoted,  in 
which  it  is  distinctly  stated  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  Council,  within  twelve  months  from  the  date  of 
the  Charter  (14th  September,  1843),  to  appoint,  with- 
can?  fete;-  *  any  other  person  or  persons,  being  a  member 
Or  members  of  the  said  CbUegei  to  be  a  Fellow  or 
IMuwe  of  the  said  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of 
England." 

•  Then*  words  admit  not  of  two  Interpretations: 
Tke*  possess  an  obvious,  a  perfectly  unequivocal 
meaning,  llie  authority  to  cream  Msneenae  of 
Fellows  from  amongst  the  existing  members  of  the 
College  is  by  law  vested  with  you,  the  Council. 

Thus,  the  power  to  enfranchise  us,  to  bestow  upon 
n»  the  right  of  electing  the  future  Councillors  of  the 
College,  near  exist*  with  yon.  It  will  expirt  on  the 
14th  of  September  next.  We  think,  then,  that  wa 
are  justified  in  demanding  at  yquc  hands  that  it  shall 
be  exercised  promptly,  comprehensively,  *  liberally, 
justly  ;  and  we  venture  to  express  an  anxious  hope 
tfeat  the  employment^  it,  by  yon,  will  not  be  tainted 
cither  by  prejudices  or  dishonest  partialities. 

We  refer  to  this  new  Ganrfer,  which  has  invested 
yem  with  so  much  authority,  as  to  a  highly  important 
njsm  in  the  present  crisis  of  our.  affaire.  We  respect- 
folly  remind  you  that  as  yon  are  now  empowered  by 
law  to  bestow  upon  us  the  right,  of  en/mncliisesoent, 
pp  upon  nun  will  fall  the  whole  weight,  responsibility, 
and  disgrace,  which  would  attend  an  unconstitutional! 
illiberal,  unjust,  exercise  of  the  unusual  functions 
sritb  which  you  have  been  invested  by  the  Crown* 

to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

Yours,  dtc.  Ac. 


sour 
wi(b 
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We  here  the 


TO  THE  KOITOR  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL  MBUlOAL  AND 
SURGICAjb  JOURNAL.    ' 

Sib, 

.Communications  like  those  of  Mr.  pruitt,  on  the 
uncertainty  of  the  effects  resulting  from  the  adminis- 
tration of  calomel,  possess  an  interest  muck  more 
considerable,  and  widely  diffused,  than  do.  seme  of  a 
character  more  scientific  and  erudite)  seeing  that  they 
may  influence  more  or  leas  the  actual  practice  of 
every  one,  rendering  medical  men  doubly  circumspect 
iu  the  employment  of  all  remedies,  the  extent  of  whose 
operation  can  hardly  ever  be  rendered  matter  of  cer- 
tainty prior  to  experience. 

Antimony,  like  mercury,  is  one  of  those  medicines, 
the  effects  of  which  are  very  various,  according  to  the 
idsmyncrasies  of  patients,  and  the  state  of  i 
the  period  of  administration.  Whilst  m 
will  take,  in  disease,  a  grain  of  the  tartar  emetic  every 
two  or  three  hours  without  the  induction  of  sensible; 
consequences,  others,  adults  too,  will  sicken  and  vomit 
from  taking  the  eighth  of  a  grain.  That,  under 
certain  circumstances,  the  preparation  of  antimony, 
commonly  called  tartar  emetic,  will  act  as  a  poison, 
stems  pretty  generally  to  be  admitted  by  writers  en) 
toxicology;  and  this,  either  by  causing,  irritation  am) 
ulceration  in  the  lining  membrane  of  the  alimentary 
canal,  or  by  a  suddenly  depressing  influence  exerted) 
upon  the  heart  through  .the  medium  of  the  pneumo- 
gastric  nerves  and  medulla  oblongata,  or  by  a  combi- 
nation of  both  these  modes*  Now,  to  the  production 
oTsuch  results,  all  authors,  so  far  as  I  know,  state  that 
large  doses  must  be  given;  and  yet,  m  priori,  out 
might  suppomvfrom  the  uncertain  and  varying  effects 
qf  tartar  emetic,  that  it  were  difficult  to  fix  the 
tmrnmum  dose,  under  all  carcqmstances,  capable  of 
acting  poisonously. 

.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Manchester  Medical  Society 
about  12  months  ago,  the  late  Mr.  Cfoodlad,  of  this 
place,  stated  that  he  had  recently  witnessed  death,  in 
two  or  three  cases,  to  take  place  in  young  children 
about  a  year  old,  suddenly  and  unaccountably,  as  if 
from  a  sort  of  collapse,  whilst  taking  4oses  of  the) 
tartar  emetic  not  unusually  large,  and  he  proposed  to 
tfye  members  present  the  question,  how  far  they  were, 
hi  a  condition  to  explain  the  result,  or  to  confirm  its 
occurrence.  None  of  the  gentlemen,  at  that  time 
assembled,  seemed  to  have  had  any  experience  calcu- 
lated to  satisfy  Mr.  Goodlad's  inquiry. 

Some  months  afterwards,  on  the  17th  of  last 
November,  I  was  summoned  hastily  to  visit  J.  £*  a 
child  about  11  months  old,  and  the  daughter  of  most 
respectable  parents.  I  may  state  that  the  child  had 
had  from  birth  uninterruptedly  good  health,  and, 
moreover,  was  of  an  uncommonly  robust,  healthful 
habit  of  body.  I  Jbelieve  that,  prior  to  the  attack/or 
which  my  attention  was  now  required,  a  single  dose  of 
castor  oil,  when  a  few  weeks  old,  was  the  only  physia 
she  bad  ever  taken.  I  visited  the  patient  very  shortly 
after  the  message  was  left  at  my  residence,  and,  on 
arriving,  discovered  her  to  be  in  a  very  sunken,  col- 
lapsed state,  with  a  pulse  at  the  wrist  hardly 
perceptible,  and  a  most  rapid  and  laborious  respira- 
tion.   Site  had,  at  this  tune,  Just  been  in  a 
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bath,  and  on  my  noticing  to  the  parents  the  depressed 
state  of  the  child,  I  was  leld  "  she  wm  now,  however, 
rallying,  the  bath  had  eaaaad  great  exhaustion."  I 
may  here  state  that  weaning  had  taken  place  about 
two  or  three  weeks  previous  to  the  events  which  I 
now  narrate.  On  prosecuting  an  inquiry  into  the 
previous  state  of  matters,  I  ascertained  that,  on  the 
preceding  evening,  the  patient  began  to  remit,  and 
that,  in  the  progress  of  the  night,  purging  anpci  rcaett  $ 
tiiat,  early  in  the  morning,  a  dose  of  castor  oil  had 
been  given,  followed  by  an  aggravation  of  the  diarrhoea, 
tat -that,  in  the  middle  of  the  forenoon,  she  had 
become  better  and  somewhat  lively;  this  was  onfy 
ler  a  short  period,  as  the  purging  continuing  violently, 
the  child  at  length  seemed  thoroughly  exhausted,  and 
also  to  be  in  pain,  when  the  mother,  becoming  alarmed, 
sent  at  the  same  time  for  the  father  and  myself.  I 
was  most  particular  in  my  inquiries  respecting  any 
possible  fo*gufcuity  in  the  previous  day's  diet,  but  no 
cine  to  anything  of  the  kind  could  be  detected ;  the 
i  weaning,  had  apparently  been  simple  and 
It  came  out,  at  length,  that  on  the 
occur!  ence  of  vomiting  the  preceding  evening,  a  small 
quantity  of  aatitnonial-wine  had  been  given.  Viewing 
the  case  as  one  of  extreme  gastroenteric  irritation, 
threatening  speedy  death  from  exhaustion,  I  directed 
the  child  to  be  kept  warm,  and  to  have  small  quan- 
tities of  cool  barley  water,  or  sago  gruel,  from  time  to 
time,  whilst  I  should  leave  for  a  short  time,  and  in 
the  meantime  send  some  medicine,  intending  to 
exhibit  mucilage  of  acacia  with  a  few  drops  of  the 
tincture  of  henbane.  I  had  barely  arrived  at  home, 
when  I  was  re-summoned,  and  on  returning  found 
bat  the  child  was  dead.  To  a  female  friend  of  the 
afflicted  mother,  I  replied,  on  being  asked  M  what 
could  hare  caused  so  sudden  a  death,  as  the  baby  had 
been  so  well  so  shortly  before,*9  that  really  I  could  not 
ten,  the  child  had  died  Kke  a  person  poisoned.  I 
attered  these  words  very  much  at  random,  but  they 
brought  to  my  recollection  Mr.  Goodlad's  remarks 
before  mentioned,  together  with  the  circumstance  that 
tartar  emetic  had  been  given.  I  questioned  the 
father  very  closely  upon  this  matter,  and  be  informed 
me  that  the  infant  commencing  to  vomit,  it  war 
thought  that  an  emetic  could  do  no  harm,  and  that 
they  had  sent  into  a  neighbouring  druggist's  shop  for 
As  much  antimonial  wine  as  would  do  for  a  baby,  that 
about  a  tea  spoonful  and  a  half  had  been  received, 
but  that,  on  the  administration,  some  was  spilled— a 
great  deal— that,  indeed,  very  little  was  really  taken, 
on  which  statement  of  matters  very  small  reliance 
could  be  placed  in  the  agitated  state  of  the  narrator's 
feelings.  A  poet  mortem  examination  was  readily 
granted,  in  the  performance  of  which  I  had  the  assist- 
ance of  my  friend  Mr.  Crompton,  who,  residing  in  the* 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  patient,  had  been  sent  for 
on  the  sudden  death  taking  place. 

We  discovered  obvious  traces  of  muco-gastritis, 
with  but  little  sensible  alteration,  in  pursuing  the 
track  of  the  alimentary  canal,  until  we  gained  the 
lower  portion  of  the  ileum,  where  we  found  abundant 
marks  of  irritation,  with  considerable  elevation  of 
the  aggregate  and  solitary  glands  and  follicles,  just 
approaching  ulceration,  and  resembling  in  the  circum- 
scribed character  of  the  morbid  patches,  very  much 
what  U  observed  in  cases  of  typhoid  fever,  where  I 


intestinal  irritation  has  constituted  a  prominent  symp- 
tom. The  large  intestines  did  not  display  any  material 
alteration.  For  several  reasons,  the  head  and  chest 
were  not  examined. 

I  could  not  resist  the  conclusion  that,  in  this  case, 
death  bad  been  the '  consequence  of  the  incautious 
exhibition  of  the  antimony,  seeing  that,  at  the  period, 
when  it  was  given,  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
stomach  was  already  in  an  irritable  condition,  an 
indirect  result  probably  of  the  change  in  diet  aftef 
weaning.  The  smallness  of  the  dose — a  matter  of 
some  uncertainty— can  hardly,  with  such  a  medicine 
as  tartar  emetic,  be  taken  as  a  reason  against  this  view 
of  the  matter.  In  this  instance  a  fatal  issue  may  have 
been  brought  about,  partly  by  the  irritant,  and  parity 
by  the  sedative  effects  of  the  mineral.  This,  however, 
I  propose  for  the  consideration  of  your  readers. 

On  mentioning  the  above  particulars  to  my  friend 
Mr.  Walker,  of  this  town,  he  called  to  mmd  a  some- 
what similar  case  of  sudden  death  that  had,  seme  years 
ago,  happened  in  his  own  practice,  in  the  instance  of  a 
young  child  to  whom  lie  was  giving  moderate  doses  Of 
antimonial  wine  for  some  chest  affection ;  and  probably 
the*  publication  of  the  present  case  may  bring  others 
to  the  recollection  of  some  by  whom  this  account  may 
be  read;  at  any  rate,  it  will  suggest  the  employment 
of  the  greatest  possible  caution  in  the  administration 
to  young  infants  of  so  powerful  a  medicine  as  tartar 
emetic,  an  object  for  the  attainment  of  wfeneh  this 
paper  has  been  drawn  up* 

I  am,  Shy 

Your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  NOBLR. 

Manchester,  March  27, 1844. 


ON  CALOMBLIN  PUERPERAL  CONVULSIONS. 
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Sir, 


SURGICAL   JOURNAL. 


In  the  179th  number  of  the  Provincial  Medical 
Journal,  a  letter  appears  on  the  subject  of  Calomel 
in  Puerperal  Convulsions,  by  Mr.  Drnitt,  in  whicb 
much  candour,  and,  I  believe,  wrong  principles  of 
treatment,  are  alike  apparent.  In  number  182,  a 
Doncaster  practitioner,  styling  himself  *  Amicus;** 
writes  a  letter  of  condolence,  but  without  at  all  reliev- 
ing our  uncertainty  regarding  the  case  of 'calomel! 
I  consider  this  Journal  offers  a  fair  opportunity  for  the* 
criticism  of  medical  men  connected  with  it,  solely  for 
the  sake  of  improvement;  I  shall  not  hesitate  then,' 
in  makirijg  some  remarks  upon  the  letters  on  this1 
subject,  whicV  have  appeared.  • 

"Amicus"  commences  by  stating  that  the  case  of 
Mr.  Druitf  s  patient  "  conveys  an  instructive  Ueeon  fo 
the  young  practitioner  in  teaching  kirn  to  avoid  indie- 
crimmate  and  excessive  dotes  of  calomel,  and  he  quite 
afreet  in  the  impropriety  of  sudh  practice:*  The  Jo\tn£ 
practitioner  thus  warned,  goes  on  reading,  but  finds 
that  the  dose  of  calomel  in  this  case  "  vm  rather  a 
moderate  one,  and  not  at  aU  likely  to  produce  ouch  a 
raw//."  Now,  in  the  first  sentence  above  quoted, 
"Amicus"  is  alluding  to  the  distinct  case  related  by 
Mr.  Drnitt,  and  is  not  shielded  under  that  convenient 
word  idfcerncracj  far  prooiulgatiiig  any  plan  of  treat- 
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.  Hence  the  instruction  which-  he  considers  it 
gives  to  young  practitioners,  by  his  own  showing,  is 
none  it  all ;  sod  in  proof  of  this,  he  goes  on  to  relate  s 
case  in  which  five  grains  of  calomel  were  even  followed 
bj  such  effects.  The  only  important  record  here,  in 
this  letter,  is  the  fact  that,  wteress  some  patients 
will*  bear  a  scruple  or  more  of  calomel  at  a  dose, 
Others  will  not  bear  five  grains.  -But,  I  would 
ask  "Amicus,"  through  the  medium  of  this  journal, 
taking  entirely  from  under  consideration  the  treatment 
0/ puerperal  convulsions,  if  "  twenty  yeare  practice  " 
has  not  convinced  him,  that  idiosyncracy  of  constitution 
exists  to  a  far  greater  extent,  and  that  where  five  grains 
may  he  borne  with  apparent  impunity,  one  cannot.  A 
ease  occurred  in  my  own  practice  two  days  ago,  where 
profuse  salivation  was  brought  on  by  a  young  woman 
spreading  some  mercurial  ointment  on  a  piece  of  rag 
not  larger  than  an  inch  square,  for  applying  to  a  sore 
on  her  husband's  leg;  and  I  am  sure  that  many  of 
your  readers  could  state  confirmatory  opinions.  It 
would  make  these  remarks  too  tedious  were  I  to  explain 
the  opinions.  I  hold  regarding  even  five  grains  being 
given  for  a  dose,  and  which  induce  me  to  state,  that 
nuch  might  be  taken  with  "  apparent  impunity/'  thus 
entirely  agreeing  with  Amicus,  "  that  were  we  tern 

aue  tnmar  euev  " 

I  oonuncneed  by  stating  that  Mr.  Draft's  letter 
eassveyed.  "candour*  and*  as  I  believe,  wrong  prin« 
espies  of  treatment/'  in  the  disease  under  considera- 
tion; neither,  in  attempting  to  justify  this  assertion, 
will  I  go  beyond  the  ease  mentioned.  The  young 
lsst/.  was  <et  the  seventh  month,  and  complained 
of  headache  and  drowsiness  lor  some  days.  Pace 
puffy  and  bowels  confined.  Slight  retchings,  which 
up  small  quantities  of  bile,  troubled  her 
ith  stomach  quite  empty  of  any  food. 
Three  hours  from  the  observation  of  these  symptoms 
the  patient  was  sfflicted  with  violent  convulsions,  end 
was  immediately  subjected  to  the  lorn  of  50  ounces  of 
Mood,  and  when  she  could  swallow,  calomel  and 
jalap  were  administered,  followed  by  s 


Now,  I  believe  that,  either  Mr.  Druitt  has  not  given 
all  the  premonitory  symptoms,  or.  that  they  were 
overlooked  by  him;  or  ejse  why  is  not  the  action  of 
the  heart  described,  some  allusion  made  to  the  move- 
snent  of  the  child,  or  the  fact  of  indigestible  food 
having  been  taken  or  not  some  time  previously.  Bui 
presuming  all  this  had  been  ststed,  the  sbstrsction  of 
no  large  a  quantity  of  blood,  At  such  a  period,  was,  I 
conceive,  uncalled  for,  and  a  wrong  application  of 
curative  agents.  That  the  convulsions  did  depend  on 
the  loss  of  equilibrium  between  the  arterial  and  venous 
blood  riiwnleltiuj  through  the  brain,  I  fully  believe, 
nod  that  to  restore  this  equilibrium  was  the  first  indi- 
cation; at  the  same  time  entirely  disagreeing  in  the 
wJen  pursued.  The  treatment  in  this  case,  I  with 
deference  suggest,  should  have  been  local  bleeding, 
told  water  dashed  upon  the  head  end  face;  emetics 
and  turpentine  enemas  afterwards,  when  the  convul- 
sions had  subsided,  and  followed  by  mild  aperients 
and  soothing  remedies.  Nature  in  this  esse,  with  its 
off  neglected  instruction,  pointed  out  the  propriety  of 
emetics  by  the  ineffectual  efforts  made  at  vomiting. 
Not  that  I  would  indiscriminately  advocate  their  use, 


considering  that  there  are  puerperal 
dennndent  therefore  on  the  uterine  condition  for  their 
nrediflpowng  causes.  Hsd  this,  case  proceeded  sp  frv 
tbatj  even  rupture  of  the  uterus  with  pefitonsml 
inflammation  were  present,  more  viaoaoos  treatment 
could  not  have  been  adopted.    I  behove,  that  in  many 

pes  the  application  of  leeches  or  cupping,  with  the 
simultaneous  use  of  turpentine  enemata,  have  often 
subdued  the  convulsions,  and  that  we  are  not  justified 
in  arriving  at  the  same  result,  to  follow  so  destructive 
a  plan  of  treatment  to  our  patient.  In  the.  application 
of  remedies  lies  our  surest  warrant  that  we  understand 
the  causes  of  disease,  and  the  practitioner,  who,  when 
questioned  as  to  his  motives  for  adopting  them,  can 
only  refer  you  to  authors  and  public  opinion,,  is  not 
the  safe  guardian  for  the  lives  of  his  fellow  creatures; 
sad  I  state  this,  not  for  special,  but  general  adoption^ 

I  believe  that  puerperal  convulsions  are  the  imme- 
diate result  of  an  abnormal  state  .of  circulation  u>  the 
basin,  and  not  of  an  excess  of  blood  in  the  whole 
sfstem ;  that  this  may  be,  and  more  generally  u  brought 
about,  by  its  sympathy  with  the  uterine  organs,  or 
certain  conditions  of  the  stomach,  and.  these  again 
most  frequently  induced  by  similar  sympathy ;  and  that 
what  In  a  young  unmarried  female  would  give  rim  to 
epilepsy  or  hysteria,  is,  owing  to  the  primary  or  refiex 
sympathy  of  the  uterus  on  the  brain,  rendered  a  case 
of  puerperal  convulsions ;  for  we  must  not  forget  that 
this  name  is  but  descriptive  of  a  symptom  at  a,  parti* 
cnlar  period.  If  then  such  a  definition  of  its  origin  m 
correct,  and  the  fact  admitted  that  such  symptoms 
result  from  excessive  luemorrhage  and  depletory  agents 
in  the  puerperal  condition,  surely  so  Hcrcnlsesn  a 
nr  medy  as  the  abstraction  of  50  ounces  of  blood  is 
uncalled  for.  General  bleeding  as  our  firs*  remedy  is 
not  indicated  by  a  review  of  the  caueee;  neither  are 
we  justified  in  making  it  our  anchor. 

I  could  add  much  more  on  this  subject,  butalrendg 
I  have  trespassed  too  long,  in  stating  my  decided 
objection  to  Mr.  Druitt's  treatment.  It  is  a  duty  wo 
all  owe  to  each  other,  and  to  those  who  employ  us, 
candidly  to  examine  the  state  of  our  knowledge,  and  I 
trust  other  letters  will  appear  on  this  subject,  not  for 
the  sske  of  criticism,  but  for  the  real  benefit  of  your 
numerous  readers.  I  am  fully  aware  that  I  have  laid 
myself  open  to  attacks,  and  this  with  the  view  of 
becoming  better  acquainted  with  the  real  opinions  of 
the  practitioner,  instead  of  relying  on  the  bunk  theories 
Of  authors. 

I  remain,  Sir, 
B.  NORTH  ARNOLD,  M.D.,  M.R.C.S.,  Ac. 
Atberstone,  March  30, 1844. 


DISMISSAL  OF  A  UNION  MEDICAL  OFFICER. 
to  tan  kOitor  o*  thk  provincial  mkoical  and 

SURGICAL  JOURNAL* 

Sin, 
With  this  t  shall  send  yon  a  document  that  has  just 
been  printed  for  the  House  of  Commons,  respecting 
the  dismissal  of  Mr.  Newman,  due  of  the  medical 
officers  of  the  "Wells  Union,"  by  the  Poor  Law  Conn 
misskroers,  and  I  think  you  will  agree  with  me,  that  it 
is  time  some  check  wss  put  to  the  growing  controuling 
power  that  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  seem  to  hate 
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over  the  medical  profession.    I  know  nothing  of  Mr. 
Newman,  nor  of  the  homoeopathic  practice,"  bat   I 
know  this,  if  alter  a'  man  has  spent  his  money  and 
years  in  acquiring  medical  and  surgical  knowledge, 
and  has  been  duly  authorised  to  practice  by  the  proper 
authorities,  he  is  then  to  be  dictated  to  or  dismissed 
by  the  Foot  Law  Cbmmfcsloners,  why  the  sooner  &e 
medical  corporations  are  superseded,  and  the  examina- 
tion of  all  candidates  for  the  medical  professio»4»ans- 
ferred  to  the  Somerset  House  potentates,  the  better. 
They  might  be  able  to  tell  us  which  mode  of  practice 
k  the  recognised  one.  There  is  not  so  much  uniformity 
in  the  practice  of  the  members  of  the  medical  profes- 
sion as  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  may  suppose ; 
and  if  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  ever  cause  inquiry 
to  be  made  among  the  medical  officers  in  their  unions, 
they  would  find  that,  although  they  bad.  been,  taught 
to  practice  according  to  Calient  system,  they  had  not 
adhered  to  it  m  their  practice,  but  W  very  naturally 
availed  themselves  of  the  various  discoveries  and  im- 
provements that  had  been  made  in  the  science  of 
medicine,  and  applied  them  in  the  treatment  of  their 
patients  according  to  their  own  judgments,    f  knew  a 
very  eminent  medical  man,  who,  when  consulted,  gene- 
rally told  his  patients  to  read  a  certain  page  in  his 
book.   This,  I  expect,  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians 
would  not  call  a  recognized  system  of  practice ;  and  if 
some  of  the  medicines  made  up  from  the  prescriptions 
Of  the  members  of  the  Royal  College  were  analyses?;* 
however  carefully  proportioned,  they  would  be  found  to 
be  quite  as  innoxious  as  the  homoeopathic  medicine. 
The  Poor  Law  Commissioners  in  this  affair  seem  to 
have  acted  under  the  advice  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians,  and  very  naturally  too,  as  they  considered 
them  to  be  the  M  highest  recognised  legally  constituted 
medical  body  intrusted  with  the  superintendence  of 
the  interests  of  medicine  in  this  country."    It  is  right 
that  they  should  know,  that  the  Royal  College' of 
Physicians  of  London  have  no  more  legal  power  or 
Influence  over  the  practice  of  medicine,  or  the  medical 
practitioners  of  this  country,  than  the  Board  of  Guardians 
of  the  Wells  Union.    This  is  one  of  the  reasons  for  our 
wishing   for  medical  reform.     All  that  the  medical* 
Corporate  bodies  can  do  is,  to  exact  a  certain  amount  of 
knowledge  from  us,  and  to  take  our  money,  grant 
diplomas  and  licenses,  but  they  have  no  power  to 
punish  or  protect,  as  we  are  answerable  to  and  can  only 
be  punished  by  the  Common  law  of  the  land  for  any 
antrpractiees  we   may  be  guilty  of.     If  the  Royal 
Cojkae  of  Physicians  are  intrusted  with  the  superin- 
tendence  over   the   interests  of   medicine   in   this 
country,  why  do  they  not  exercise  it  in  trying  to  pro- 
tect her  Majesty's  loyal  subjects  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  GJeetonbury  from  the  supposed^ .  baneful  effects  of 
Mr.  Newman's  homoeopathic  practice.  It  is  lamentable 
to  think,  that  whilst  all  other  learned  and  scientific 
bodies  are'  adopting  and  taking  advantage  of  the  many 
new  and  useful  discoveries,  the  improvements  and 
discoveries  that  have  been  made  in  the  science  of 
medicine,  surgery,  chemistry,  and  therapeutics,  for  the 
relief  and  cure  of  the  ills  whereto  "  flesh  is  heir,"  the 
surgeons  and  medical  superintendents  of  upwards  of 
five  hundred  unions  are  not  allowed  to  take  advantage 
of  these,  and  therefore  thousands  of  our  suffering  fellow 
creatures,  because  they  are  paupers,  are  to  be  deprived 
of  the  comfort  and  benefit  of  such  discoveries  by  the 


interference  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  in  con- 
sequence of  their  being  new  and  unrecognized.  Yet 
the  hydropathist,  homoeopathist,  hygeist,  and  quack*  of 
every  description,  are  suffered  to  practice  on  the  bodies, 
and  with  the  lives  of  the  public,  without  being  inter- 
fered4 with  by  any  of  the  medical  coq>oratk>na.  I 
trust  that  this  state  of  things  will  not  remain  much 
longer.  I  have  no  doubt  but  the  medical  police  of  the 
country  will  be  much  altered  by  Sir  James  Graham's 
forthcoming  bill—- nay,  that  the  medical  treatment  of  the 
poor  is  fairly  before  Parliament  and  the  country.  I 
hope  these  remarks  may  induce  your  readers  to  call 
the  attention  of  their  representatives  to  the  subject, 
and  to  point  out  to  Lord  Ashley,  the  propriety/  and 
advantage  of  having  a  Medical  Referee,  or  a  Medical 
Commissioner,  associated  with  the  Poor  Law  Couunia- 
sioners,  to  whom  all  cases  relating  to  the  Poor  Law 
Medical  Officers  should  be  referred.  Such  an  appoint* 
ment  would  be,  I  have  no  doubt,  very  satisfactory  to 
all  parties. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Yours  faithfully, 

GEORGE  KINO. 
Bath,  April  15, 1844. 


CHLORIDE  OF  MAGNESIUM. 
The  Chloride  of  Magnesium  has  lately  beam  rococo* 
mended  as  a  saline  aperient  by  Dr.  Learnt,  it  in 
said  to  produce  no  injurious  effect  whatever  on  the 
stomach,  and  if  occasionally  it  give*  nee  to  nay 
unpleasant  sensation,  it  inconveniences  less  than  naoat 
other  purgatives.  It  would  also  seem  to  favour  diges- 
tion since  its  purgative  action  is  followed  by  an 
improvement  of  the  appetite.  The  mean  dose  as  aa 
aperient  is  32  grammes  for  an  adult,  and  half  that 
quantity  for  a  child  of  from  ten  to  fourteen  years  of 
age.    Oar.  Afei.  de  Parts. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  8URGEONS. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Members  on  Friday,  April 
T2ta,  1*44  r-4.  C.  Barker;  B.  Eddison;  R.  Roe; 
A.  0.  Morse;  A.  F.  Schuyler;  E.  C.  Hulme;  T. 
Oldacres;  H.  Fenton;  J.  B.  Bennett;  R.  Hassall; 
T.  Massey. 

Friday,  April  19th,  1844.— J.  fclomfield ;  R.  B. 
Thompson  ;  J.  Houlton  ;  J.  Brown  \  H.  J.  M'Dougall ; 
R.  Atkinson;  W.  Hinds;  F.  H.  Harris;  T.  Watts; 
W.  F.  Foottit;  W.  G.  Wotton;  A.  Major. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


Communications  have  been  received  from  Mr.  F.  W. 
Johnson,  Dr.  Cullen,  Mr.  R.  Hey,  and  Dr.  James 
Thompson. 

Mr.  S.  C.  HassalL— We  can  pass  no  opinion  on  the 
propriety  of  the  treatment  pursued  in  a  case,  with 
the  nature  and  progress  of  which  we  are  altogether 
unacquainted. 

The  Members  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Association  will  be  glad  to  learn,  that  a  portrait  of  the 
lamented  Dr.'  Barlow,  of  Bath,  is  in  the  hands  of  an 
eminent  engraver. 


PROVINCIAL 
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CLINICAL  LECTURE  ON  VENEREAL 
DISEASES, 

Delivered  to  tbe  Students  of  the  Queen'*  Hospital, 
Birmingham ;  by  Lakgston  Parker,  Esq.,  Sur- 
geon to  the  Hospital,  and  Professor  of  Anatomy 
and  Physiology  in  Qneenvs  College,  Birmingham. 

{Reported  by  Mr.  Clay,  Student  of  Queen's  Col- 
lege,  and  of  tbe  Hospital,  for  the  Provincial 
Medical  and  SvrgicalJoumaL) 

Gbntlbxin, 

The  presence  of  a  case  of  primary  venereal  sore 
in  the  urethra,  in  the  hospital,  leads  me  to  make 
some  remarks  on  the  nature  and  treatment  of  this 
form  of  disease,  until  lately  but  imperfectly  known, 
but  yet  one  of  the  most  important  varieties  of 
primary  venereal  affection.  Cases  of  syphilitic  ulcere 
in  the  urethra  have  been  cursorily  alluded  to  by 
many  surgical  writers.  Hunter  mentioned  them, 
but  certainly  had  no  clear  idea  of  their  true 
character  and  effects ;  they  are  also  noticed  by  Mr. 
II.  Carmichael  in  his  clinical  lectures  on  venereal 
diseases.  The  late  Dr.  Wallace  spoke  of  some 
discbarges  from  the  urethra  of  venereal  origin,  which 
were  only  curable  by  mercury,  but  it  has  been  left 
to  modern  surgical  pathologists,  amongst  whom 
must  be  particularly  mentioned  Monsieur  Ricord, 
Co  demonstrate  that  primary  venereal  sores,  pre- 
cisely resembling  in  their  nature  and  consequences 
sores  situated  externally,  may  exist  in  the  canal  of 
the  urethra  itself,  at  variable  points  between  the 
meatus  urinarius  and  the  bladder. 

I  will  relate  to  you  first  tbe  ease  of  Robert 
ll*Knight,  and  then  make  some  general  remarks 
en  chancres  of  the  urethra,  illustrated  by  cases 
from  hospital  and  private  practice. 

Robert  M'Knight,  by  trade  a  Scotch  hawker, 
aged  29,  contracted  from  the  same  connexion  sores 
on  the  penis  and  a  running  from  tbe  urethra,  seven 
jears  ago.  The  ulcers  on  the  penis  were  cured, 
very  likely  by  a  mercurial  course,  as  M'Knight 
has  been  repeatedly  salivated.  The  treatment 
-which  cured  the  external  sores  had  no  elect  upon 
the  discharge  from  the  urethra ;  this  continued :  it 
has  been  repeatedly  treated,  but  never  cured. 
Soon  after  this  scaly  blotches  appeared  on  the  fore- 
head and  other  parts  of  the  body,  which  disap. 
Mo.  5,  May  1, 1844. 


peered  under  medical  treatment.  Disregarding 
the  discharge  from  the  urethra,  which  never  dis- 
appeared, and  fancying  himself  well,  our  patient 
now  married.  His  first  child  died  a  few  months 
after  birth,  covered  with  blotches  $  a  second  and  a 
third  child  shared  the  same  fate,  and  died  under  the 
same  circumstances.  The  wife  also  had  sores  and 
bloody  discharge  from  the  vagina,  and  blotches  on 
the  body,  the  husband  still  having  no  affection 
except  the  slight  running  from  the  urethra,  which 
sometimes  attracted  bis  attention,  and  at  others  was 
totally  disregarded* 

During  these  periods  M'Knight  had,  at  several 
times,  fresh  constitutional  symptoms,  for  which  he 
underwent  a  variety  of  treatment,  but  was  never 
free  from  the  running  from  the  urethra.  In  Novem- 
ber, 1843,  between  six  and  seven  years  after 
M'Knight  contracted  his  primary  disease,  he  came 
under  my  care  as  a  patient  of  the  Queen's  Hos- 
pital. He  was  then  in  the  following  state :— The 
head  and  face  were  covered  with  foul  blotches, 
which  consisted  of  incrustations  or  scabs,  concealing 
deep,  irregular,  and  ill-conditioned  ulcers ;  there 
was  superficial  redness  of  the  fauces,  but  no  ulcera- 
tion at  this  time ;  he  was  feeble  and  emaciated 
from  long  continued  disease.  The  skin  disease 
was  evidently  pustular  in  its  commencement,  as 
one  or  two  fresh  formed  pustules  were  on  the  face : 
these  pustules  were  situated  on  an  inflamed  base, 
and  when  they  broke  and  discharged,  ran  into 
ulcers,  covered  with  flat  or  conical  crusts— thus 
constituting  a  variety  of  disease  to  which  the  tern 
M  pustulc-^nvstaceous**  has  been  applied* 

He  denied  at  first  having  anything  the  matter 
with  the  genitals,  but  on  closer  questioning  admitted 
that  he  had  a  running  so  slight  as  to  be  hardly 
worthy  of  notice.  On  examination  f  perceived  a 
■anions  oozing  from  the  urethra,  very  different 
from  that  which  characterises  chronic  gonorrheas  or 
gleet  About  an  inch  from  the  meatus,  imme- 
diately behind  the  glans  penis,  existed  a  circum- 
scribed induration,  about  the  size  of  a  hazel  nut : 
this  was  painful  when  pressed  between  the  fingers, 
and  the  pressure  occasioned  some  blood  and  portions 
of  white  tenacious  sloughs  to  issue  from  the  urethra. 
On  separating  the  lips  of  the  meatus  urinarius,  by 
means  of  a  small  speculum  made  for  the  purpose, 
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the  wmmmemaat  of  ulceration,  which  appeared 
to  extend  deep  into  the  urethra,  could  be  perceived 

This  caae  it  remarkable  under  many  points  of 
view.  In  the  first  place  the  disease  itself  (primary 
venereal  sore  in  the  urethra),  is  not  of  every  day 
occurrence,  although  I  have  seen  many  instances 
of  it  ;  again,  the  time  which  the  sore  has  existed  is 
remarkable.  There  is  no  evidence  that  M'Knigfat  had 
ever  contracted  a  venereal  disease  subsequent  to 
his  marriage  5  the  evidence  of  his  wife  and  himself 
is  conclusive  upon  this  point  The  sores  which 
M'Knigbt  contracted  at  the  same  time  he  con- 
tracted the  running  were  cured  previous  to  his 
marriage,  the  running  still  remaining ;  some  days 
he  perceived  none ;  yet  having  no  other  disease 
than  that  in  the  urethra,  we  observe  the  wife 
becoming  diseased,  and  three  children  dying,  with 
unquestionable  venereal  affections. 

This  case  is  one,  then,  of  primary  venereal  sore 
in  the  urethra,  contracted  at  the  same  time  with 
external  primary  sores.  The  primary  sores  were 
healed,  but  the  urethral  sore  remained  uncured, 
and  marrying  in  this  state  his  offspring  all  die 
diseased,  and  his  wife  also  is  affected. 

The  patient  has  repeated  attacks  of  constitutional 
disease  in  the  moat  alarming  forms,  which  have 
recurred  as  often  as  they  have  been  cured,  and  this 
I  explain  by  the  sore  in  die  urethra  being  still  open 
and  poisoned,  and  thus  forming  as  it  were  a  well  of 
poison,  which  is  constantly  tainting  the  system. 

It  is  proved  by  the  history  of  this  case,  then, 
which  has  been  very  carefully  watched  and  ex- 
amined, and  the  history  very  correctly  taken,  that 
primary  venereal  sores  may  exist  within  the  urethra 
for  a  long  period  of  time.  M.  Cullerier  has 
recorded  a  case  of  this  nature,  which  had,  when 
presented  to  his  notice,  continued  upwards  of  a 
year,  and  was  then  uncured,  although  the  patient 
has  been  submitted  to  repeated  treatments.*  These 
sores  may  be  seated  in  any  part  of  the  urethra,  and 
even  in  some  rare  cases  extend  to  the  bladder 
itself.! 

OF  THE  SYMPTOMS  OF  CRANCBB  JN  TAB  URgTHRA. 

These  are  beat,  itching,  or  irritation  in  the 
urethra,  occnring  after  a  suspicions  connexion, 
unaccompanied  by  discharge  $  pain  or  tenderness 
in  a  particular  part  of  the  urethra  when  it  is  relied 
between  the  fingers ;  the  presence  of  a  distinct 
induration  at  the  point  where  the  pain  it  cos*. 
plained  of;  pain  also  increased  daring  mlct*ritio», 
and  referred  to  the  same  point.  Diseiiarge  from 
the  urethra  occum  at  various  and  at  irregular  periods 
after  the  setting  In  of  the  first  symptoms  already 
described.    It  is  very  different  from  the  discharge 

•  Recaerehes  pratiques  star  la  Thet  apeatiqoe  de  U  Syphi- 
lis.  Paris.  Mat. 

t  See  the  accouni  of  two  fatal  easei  of  this  nature,  with  the 
auto  of  the  parts  when  examined  after  death,  presented  to 
the  Academy  of  Medicine  by  M .  Vleord,  and  figured  in 
his  CliaiqueUSmofraphiqtede  I'Hopital  des  Veneriennes. 
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of  gonorrhoea;  it  may  be  sanious,  bloody,  or  of  a 
sloughy  character,  and  commonly  does  not  flow 
unless  the  indurated  portion  before  described  be 
pressed  forcibly  between  the  fingers. 

A  gentleman  consulted  me  for  a  disease  In  the 
urethra,  which  bad  existed  many  months,  and  which 
he  said  consisted  at  first  in  a  small  sore,  visible  when 
the  tips  of  the  meatus  were  separated.  This  part 
had  healed  •,  but  it  was  evident  that  the  nicer  had 
extended  its  ravages  down  the  urethra,  since,  on* 
pressing  an  induration  which  existed  behind  the 
glens  between  the  fingers,  there  escaped  from  the 
urethra  a  tenacious  slough,  precisely  resembling, 
that  covering  an  indurated  or  Hunterian  chancre  in 
its  first  or  ulcerating  stage. 

The  only  disease  for  which  chancre  of  the  urethra 
can  be  mistaken  is  gonorrhoea.  From  this  it  is  to 
be  distinguished  by  the  history  of  the  case,  the 
character  and  quantity  of  the  discharge,  the  pre* 
sence  of  a  distinct  circumscribed  induration  in  some 
part  of  the  urethra,  most  commonly  seated  in  or 
immediately  behind  the  glans  penis.  This  circum- 
scribed induration  must  not  be  mistaken  for  that 
general  induration  of  the  corpus  spongiosum 
urethras  which  accompanies  acute  gonorrhoea,  and 
results  from  an  effusion  of  lymph,  &c,  into  the  cells 
of  the  spongy  body.  This  state  in  gonorrhoea  is 
generally  accompanied  by  chordee,  a  symptom 
absent  in  chancre  of  the  urethra,  I  believe  always, 
for  I  never  saw  it. 

In  some  rare  cases  I  believe  it  possible  that  a 
primary  venereal  sore  in  the  urethra  and  gonor- 
rhoea may  be  contracted  by  the  same  connexion* 
I  will  mention  a  case  which  seems  to  bear  upon  this 
point  A  gentleman,  fifty  years  of  age,  contracted 
from  a  suspicious  connexion  a  discharge  from  the 
urethra,  which  had  all  the  characters  of  ordinary 
gonorrhoea  j  he  pluced  himself  under  the  care  of  an 
eminent  practitioner,  and  took  for  a  month  the 
•ordinary  remedies,  such  as  copaiba  and  cubebs: 
with  this  treatment  the  discharge  disappeared.  At 
this  time  a  slight  ulceration  was  perceptible  round 
the  meatus,  which  seemed  to  come  from  within  the 
urethra.  This  spread  rapidly,  soon  involving  the 
whole  under  surface  of  the  glans,  and  the  urethra 
for  an  inch  and  a  hal(  which  were  entirely  destroyed 
by  ulceration  and  sloughing.  I  was  consulted  on 
this  ease,  which  was  succeeded  by  extensive  nodes* 
and  a  pustular  eruption,  and  what  is  very  remarkable, 
the  nodes  were  toe  first  constitutional  symptoms 
which  occurred,  an  exception  to  the  law  which 
seems  to  regulate  the  appearance  of  constitutional 
symptoms  generally* 

I  believe  the  poisons  of  gonorrhoea  and  syphilis 
to  be  perfectly  distinct,  but  yet  there  are  cases 
occasionally  presented  to  our  notice  where  both 
chancres  and  gonorrhoea  exist  at  the  same  time* 

It  is  not  uncommon  to  see  patients  with  external 
sores  and  a  true  gonorrhoea!  discharge  from  the 


urethra  at  the  same  time 


> 


,  in  the  female,  is- 
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it  rare. to  sea  true  primary  venereal  sores  io  the 
vulva,  vagina,  or  titeju*,  oo»exi»tiog  with  purulent 
discbarge  from  the  os  uteri  or  urethra.  In  the 
•male,  however,  more  particularly,  these  two  primary 
forms  of  disease  are  not  curable  by  the  same 
•remedies.  In  the  case  I  have  just  quoted,  it 
■appeared  that  the  two  forms  of  primary  venereal 
infection  existed  simultaneously  in  the  urethra  at 
the  commencement,  since  the  symptoms  of  gonor- 
rhoea disappeared  under  the  use  of  the  ordinary  spe- 
cific remedies  -y  whilst  the  venereal  ulcers  continued 
to  spread,  and  ultimately  produced  the  most  serious 
mutilation.  We  have  no  farther  proof  of  the 
opinion  I  have  hazarded  than  is  to  be  drawn  from 
the.  effect  of  remedies,  a  fact  to  which  I  am  dis- 
posed to  attach  very  considerable  importance. 

Chancres  in  the  urethra  may  be  met  with  as  a 
solitary  form  of  primary  venereal  infection,  or  they 
may  co-exist  with  sores  situated  externally.  The 
-case  of  M'Koight,  already  recorded,  is  a  proof  of 
this.  It  very  commonly  happens  also,  that  the 
presence  of  external  sores,  and  the  absence  of  dis- 
charge from  the  urethra,  prevent  any  examination 
of  the  latter.  In  examining,  however,  a  patient, 
who  applies  to  you  with  a  primary  venereal  affec- 
tion, the  canal  of  the  urethra  should  always  be 
pressed  between  the  fingers,  and  the  lips  of  the 
meatus  opened.  A  gentleman  contracted  several 
email  sores  situated  on  the  glans  and  prepuce ;  they 
were  free  from  pain  and  irritation, and  healed  quickly 
•under  ordinary  treatment ;  the  glans,  however, 
became  swollen,  red,  and  shining,  and  yet  there 
was  no  externa]  symptom  to  acconnt  for  it*  It  at 
length  occurred  to  me  to  examine  the  urethra,  and 
>on  everting  the  lips  of  the  meatus  a  small  sore  was 
discovered,  upon  which  the  condition  of  the  glans 
was  evidently  dependent,  since  it  disappeared  as 
-soon  as  the  sore  in  the  urethra  healed. 

The  prognosis  of  chancres  in  the  urethra  is  not 
.always  favourable;  the  two  eases  I  have  quoted 
from  Ricord  show,  that  by  extension  to  the  bladder 
they  may  terminate  fatally.  Toe  prognosis  is 
again  unfavourable  as  regards  the  integrity  of  the 
organs  of  generation,  since,  however  carefatty  they 
may  be  watched,  severe  mutilations  are  occasionally 
produced.  The  chief  evils  I  have  seen  arise  from 
chancres  in  the  urethra  have  been  the  following  :— 

1.  Contraction  of  the  orifice  of  the  urethra  by 
the  cicatrix  of  the  chancre.  I  attended  a  gentle- 
man who  had  a  chancre  of  the  orifice  of  the 
urethra,  which,  in  healing,  so  contracted  the  meatus 
•orifice,  that  it  would  not  admit  the  bulbous  extra* 
•nifty  of  an  oidinery  silver  probt. 

£  Contraction  of  the  urethra  by  tfre  cicatrix 
of  the  chancre  where  the  sow  has  been  situated 
tower  down.  To  thts  apeeiea  of  stricture  the  term 
traumatic  has  been  applied.  It  does  not  readily 
yield  to  the  boogie. 

3.  Perforations  of  the  urethra.  These  are  variable 
•in  extent  and  situation,  but  are  commonly  situated 
immediately  behind  the  glans.    I  have  said  that  a 


very  common  seat  of  chancre  of  tfie  tarethra  '& 
the  fossa  navicularis,'  and  the'gUns  is  sometimes 
scooped  out  as  it  were  by  the  spreading  of  venereal 
ulceration  in  this  situation.  I  have  seen  this 
passage  behind  the  glans  opened  for  an  extent  of 
aa  inch  and  a,  half  by  the  ravages  of  an  urethral 
chancre. 

4.  The  urethra  itself  may  be  completely  destroyed 
to  a  greater  or  less  extent.  Of  this  also  I  have  seen 
one  example,  where  the  passage  was  destroyed  by 
ulceration  for  two  inches,  and  the  urethra  opened 
on  the  under  surface  of  the  body  of  the  penis. 

I  can  conceive  of  nothing  more  horrible  to  a 
young  man  than  mutilation  of  this  character,  which, 
in  spite  of  all  our  care  and  attention,  will  some- 
times take  place,  if  the  disease  assume  a  phagedenic 
form,  and  spread  by  rapid  ulceration  or  sloughing. 
They  are  not  however  so  likely  to  happen  if  the 
disease  have  been  at  once  diagnosticated  and  pro- 
perly treated  from  the  commencement. 

Constitutional  symptoms  are  just  as  likely  to 
occur  in  consequence  of  primary  venereal  diseases 
in  the  urethra,  as  when  such  sores  are  situated 
externally. 

The  question  next  arises— how  are  primary 
venereal  sores  situated  within  the  urethra  to  be 
treated  ?  In  these  cases  it  is  perhaps  easier  to  say 
what  plan  of  treatment  will  not  be  applicable, 
than  what  will.  The  situation  of  these  sores  pre- 
cludes the  adoption  of  the  practice  I  have  recom- 
mended to  bs  employed  in  primary  venereal  sores 
situated  elsewhere.4 

The  use  of  caustics  is  clearly  impossible,  unless 
the  sore  be  situated  immediately  within*  the  urethra, 
and  even  then  their  application  will  require  great 
care  and  attention,  and  is  not  generally  to  be 
recommended. 

From  the  situation  of  a  primary  venereal  sore 
in  the  urethra,  we  are  prevented  employing  the 
local  remedies  commonly  used  in  the  treatment  of 
chancre ;  and  an  indiscriminate  course  of  mercury 
is  still  more  useless  and  injurious. 
..We  will  suppose,  a  patient  presents  himself  to 
you  with  a  primary  venereal  sore  in  the  urethra, 
the>s«tfitence  and  nature  of  which  are  unequiyocal. 
Tfou.  may  order  lotions,  injections,  ointments,  low 
diet,  aperients,  mercury,  and  the  usual  remedies 
which  are  commonly  successful  in  other  cases,  and 
at  the  end  of  weeks,  and  even  months,  you  will  find 
your  patient  worse  rather  than  better.  I  dp  not 
think  it  possible,  certainly  not  probable*  and  I 
speak  from  considerable  experience  in  this  matter, 
that  you  will  materially  benefit  your  patient,  unless 
you  confine  him  entirely  to  bed,  and  the  recumbent 
position.  We  know  how  obedient  in  hospitals  the 
ordinary  cases  of  primary  sores  are  to  very  simple 
treatment,  where  the  patient  is  confined  to  bed  and 
submitted  to  a  regular  and  proper  regimen.  We 
know  also  that  such  confinement,  andthe  application 
of  simple  bread  and  water,  will  bring  speedily  into 
•  Protects/  MeUcMl  Journ*!,  April  1, 1843. 
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a  healthy  conditio*  •ores  which,  whilst  the  patient 
pursued  his  ordinary  occupation,  careful  though  he 
might  be,  were  rebellions  to  the  most  seemingly 
judicious  treatment. 

Rest  in  bed  is  the  most  powerful' adjuvant  in  the 
treatment  of  all  primary  and  even  constitutional ' 
syphilitic  diseases.  Cullerier  says  of  it  j*  repose 
in  the  bed  in  the  recumbent  position,  so  useful 
in  all  forms  of  syphilis,  is  absolutely  indispensable 
in  many  of  them.  It  removes  every  species  of 
irritation  from  the  parts  affected,  such  more  parti- 
cularly as  could  be  occasioned  by  the  friction  of  the 
clothes,  and  the  gravitation  of  blood.  It  also 
throws  the  patient  into  a  kind  of  debility,  very 
favourable  to  the  care  of  his  disease.  In  such  a 
situation  also  the  diet  can  be  much  more  easily 
regulated. 

It  commonly  happens  that  venereal  sores  in 
the  urethra  will  resist  all  the  ordinary  means  of 
cure,  unless  the  patient  be  confined  to  bis  bed, 
and  restricted  to  the  simplest  possible  diet.  The 
treatment  then  becomes  easy,  and  is  very  gene- 
rally successful.  Mild  opiates  and  mercurials,  with 
simple .  astringent  injections,  will  now  in  almost 
all  cases  work  a  cure ;  but  it  is  next  to  impossible 
to  cure  these  sores  as  long  as  the  patient  goes 
about  and  pursues  his  ordinary  occupation,  even  in 
a  minor  degree.  I  would  have  nothing  to  do  with 
the  management  of  a  patient  with  chancre  of  the 
urethra  unless  he  laid  op  entirely,  knowing  from 
experience  that  I  could  neither  benefit  him  nor 
myself  by  attempting  to  treat  him  under  ordinary 
circumstances.  I  have  known  these  sores  assume 
a  healthy  character  in  two  or  three  days  in  patients 
when  confined  to  bed,  which  had  previously  resisted 
every  mode  of  treatment. 

A  gentleman  connected  with  the  London  press 
contracted  venereal  sores  externally,  and  one  on 
the  urethra,  during  the  last  general  election.  He 
placed  himself  under  my  care,  with  the  reservation 
that  I  must  not  confine  bim.  I  undertook  the 
management  of  his  case  with  great  reluctance, 
and,  as  I  expected,  the  sore  in  the  urethra  got  daily 
more  irritable,  and  disposed'  to  spread,  although 
tfie  other  sores  had  healed.  I  at  length  deter- 
mined to  practise  upon  his  fears,  and  at  the  next 
visit  I  said  to  him,  "  Now,  Sir,  yon  must  either 
take  to  your  bed,  or  probably  undergo  some  hor- 
rible mutilation  [  there  is  no  alternative.**  My 
manner  alarmed  him,  and  he  became  obedient;  and 
at  the  end  of  three  days  a  sore,  which  had  resisted 
every  thing,  yielded  to  rest  in  bed,  and  the  simplest 
medication.  Iebosider  it  the  greatest  kindness  to 
alarm  a  patient  in  this  state;  the  more  you 
frighten  him  the  more  easily  will  he  be  cured. 
Some  writer  says,  the  more  seriously  the  patient 
and  the  surgeon  look  upon  the  disease  the  more 
quickly  will  it  be  eradicated. 

If,  then,  a  patient  with  primary  venereal  sores 
in  the  urethra  seeks  your  advice,  in  the  first  place 
•Tiait«delaTA«fafeaUqatdeUSjpliiUt.  p.  lis. 


reduce  all  Inflammation  by  fomentations,  poultice*, 
rest,  low  diet,  and  nnirritatfng  aperients.  You 
may  then  have  recourse  to  mild  astringent  injections 
of  nitrate  of  silver,  alum,  zinc,  or  tannin  and  opium 
in  wine.  At  the  same  time  a  very  mild  and  carefully- 
watched  mercurial  course  may  be  employed.  Above 
all,  carry,  if  you  can,  the  patient  with  you  in  the 
treatment  of  his  disease ;  explain  to  him  its  nature 
and  its  occasional  consequences  if  neglected,  such 
as  mutilations,  perforations  of  the  urethra,  its 
extension  to  the  bladder  or  deep-seated  parts,  and 
even  its  occasional  termination  by  death.  If  thie- 
be  done  firmly  and  sensibly,  a  patient  will  make 
any  sacrifice  to  get  cured ;  and  under  such  circum- 
stances you  will  add  to  your  reputation  by  coo- 
vincing/your  patient  that  you  have  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  nature  and  consequences  of  the 
malady  you  are  called  to  treat.  In  this  disease 
truly  may  it  be  said  that  *  forewarned**  is  indeed 
••  forearmed." 


ON  THE  THERAPEUTIC  POWERS  OF  THE 

IODIDE  OF  POTASSIUM. 

By  W.  S.  Okb,  M.D.,  Southampton. 

(Concluded  from  p.  42.) 

Chronic  Rheumatism. 
Cabb  x. 

I.  X.,  a  female  of  middle  age,  has  been  subject  to- 
severe  attacks  of  rheumatism.  In  August,  1842,  she- 
suffered  another  attack.  It  had  existed  for  five  weeks* 
and  finding  that  the  symptoms  did  not  yield  to  the 
means  prescribed,  she  consulted  me  on  her  case.  The 
pain  was  mostly  felt  in  the  right  shoulder  Joint, 
extending  to  the  cervical  vertebrss.  The  pain  was  con* 
stant  and  so  intense  as  to  deprive  her  of  all  rest ;  and 
she  felt  as  if  "  a  ton  weight "  were  on  her  shoulder*. 
He  tongue  was  not  much  coated,  nor  the  arterial 
system  excited* 

I  gave  her  my  usual  dose  of  the  iodide  of  potassium, 
five  grains  thrice  a  day  in  some  aromatic  water.  .  After 
the  medicine  had  been  taken  24  boon,  a  peculiar  kind 
of  eruption  made  its  appearance  on  the  arms  and 
upper  part  of  the  trunk.  It  came  out  in  papule, 
which  were  in  some  parts  distinct,  in  others  corn- 
fluent;  but  its  principal  peculiarity  was  its  bright 
scarlet  colour,  which  was  as  vivid  as  that  of  a  boiled 
lobster.  The  itching  was  extreme.  As  I  had  before 
seen  a  similar  eruption  after  the  employment  of  the 
iodide  in  chronio  rheumatism,  I  attributed  the  out- 
break to  the  action  of  the  medicine.  It  was  therefore 
suspended  for  a  few  days.  Whether  the  rash  through 
the  operation  of  the  remedy  was  critical,  it  is  net 
easy  to  say  ;  but  at  any  fate,  as  the  rash  appeared  the 
severity  of  the  rheumatic  pain  left  her;  and  by 
resuming  the  iodide  in  three  grain  doses  she  was* 
speedily  cured. 

Case  ii. 

A  young  man,  a  labourer,  aged  20,  had  been  long- 
afflicted  with  chronic  rheumatism,  which  had  so> 
crippled  the  motion  of  his  joints  that  he  had  not  the 
power  of  raising  either  hand  to  his  head.    His  general 
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appearance  bore  sad  marks  of  severe  and  eorttased 
Buffering,  which  bad  reduced  him  to  a  Mate  of  groat 
debility  and  attenuation.  There  waa  do  febrile  dis» 
turbance.  He  waa  placed  under  the  four-grain  dose 
of  the  iodide  three  times  a  day;  and  three  weeks 
afterwards,  when  he  came  in  from  the  country,  the 
improvement  was  remarkable,  the  stiffness  of  the 
joints  was  in  a  great  measure  removed,  so  that  he 
could  carry  his  hands  to  his  head  without  difficulty ; 
bis  general  health  was  much  ameliorated,  and  he 
afterwards  gradually  convalesced. 

I  might  adduce  many  more  instances  of  the  efficacy 
Of  the  iodide  in  rheumatic  disease. 

I  will  now  say  a  few  words  of  its  use  in  chronic 
four.  When  a  paroxysm  of  goat  has  either  subsided 
or  been  subdued  by  colchicum,  H  not  unfrequently 
happens  that  it  loiters  in  the  system,  sometimes 
plaguing  one  joint  and  sometimes  another,  not  in 
sufficient  force  to  fever  the  system,  but  just  enough 
to  confine  the  gentleman  to  his  arm-chair,  or  to  keep 
the  man  of  business  from  his  counting-house.  Under 
such  circumstances  I  have  found  the  iodide  of  the 
greatest  service  in  clearing  the  system  of  the  disease 
for  s  considerable  time,  I  gave  it  in  the  following 
combination :  — 

Iodide  of  potassium  ....  5  grains 
Sesqui-carbonate  of  soda  ...  10  grains 
Camphor  julep 1§  fluidounce 

This  dose  to  be  taken  thrice  daily  for  a  month  or  six 
weeks. 

The  diseases  of  the  third  class,  in  which  it  had  not 
been  before  employed,  and  in  which  it  proved  of  essen- 
tial benefit,  are  certain  forms  of  dyspepsia,  apyrexial 
asthma,  and  chorea  Sancti  Viti. 

Dtsfbpsia  with  Alaumixg  Associations. 
Cask. 

J.  D.,  a  merchant,  aged  62,  the  left  side  of  the  fans 
showing  paralysis  of  the  portio  dura;  had  been  subject 
to  dyspepsia,  the  principal  feature  of  which  wen,  col- 
lection of  nmtntence  in  the  stomach.  Fklteen  years 
ego,  during  one  of  these  usurious,  he  felt  a  sudden 
M  movement"  at  the  anterior  and  lower  part  of  the 
chest,  which  flew  to  his  bead,  and  for  a  moment 
deprived  him  of  his  senses.  These  alarming  symp- 
toms frequently  returned,  and  as  they  resisted  ell 
medicinal  remedies,  they  were  attributed  to  a  stricture 
of  the  rectum,  which  had  existed  for  some  time.  The 
stricture  was  examined  and  dilated.  •  By  this  means  he 
was  in  some  degree  relieved  for  twenty  months,  when 
the  same  sudden  syncopes  came  back,  and  continue^ 
to  harass  him  from  time  to  time  for  several  years. 
At  length  this  recurred  so  frequently  as  to- deprive  him 
of  ail  consciousness  many  times  in  the  course  of  a  day. 
This  alarming  state  of  things  filled  his  mind  with 
constant  sppreJftMsnofvand  those  of  his  friends  with 
sue  conviction  that  he  would  die  fas  one  of  the  attacks, 
which  were  attributed  to  a  disease  of 4he  heart. 

When  I  saw  him  in  this  state,  his  countenance  had 
not  the  appearance  of  one  having  orauadc  disease,  £e 
had  no  headache;  no  pain  across  the  chest  or  down 
the  arms;  his  pulse  was  sometimes  irregular,  but  for 
the  most  pert  equal  and  normal  \  and  no  morbid  sound 
hs  tie  action  of  the  heart  could  be  detected  by  attau- 
sjve  auscultation.  He  was  usually  costive.  The  intmv 
ruptJon  of  she  action  of  one  heart,  nsnVoflhc  cerebral 


function*  was  nsaU  prjscededby:the.snmo  munthnsot: 
the  stomach }  and  ho  .could  not  nenjknre,  on  any  solid, 
food  without  great  hazard  of  bnngjng  on  an  attack. 
Putting  all  these  negative  and  a%mative  points 
together,  I  was  persuaded  that  the  symptoms  were  the 
result  of  functional  causes,  and  that  those  causes 
existed  in  the  extreme  susceptibility  of  the  pneumo- 
gastric  nerve.  With  this  view  I  gave  him  alterative 
doses  of  blue  pill,  with  various  tonics ;  the  tris- 
nitrste  of  bismuth,  the  sesqui-oxlde  and  black  oxide 
of  iron,  oxide  of  sine,  the  nitrate  of  silver,  &c,  asso- 
ciated with  dilute  hydrocyanic  acid,  henbane,  hemlock, 
&c,  together  with  a  variety  of  external  appliances,  too 
numerous  to  mention.  All  ailed.  As  he  bsd  before 
obtained  benefit  from  -the  rnctam-bougie,  I  advised 
him  to  have  it  again  used.  It  was  done,  and  he  was 
benefitted  by  it  for  &  time.  The  syncope,  however, 
returned;  and  I  now  began  to  entertain  serious  fears 
that  the  case  really  was  syncope  anginosa,  caused  by 
valvular  disease  of  the  heart. 

I  now,  for  the  first  time,'  gave  him  the  iodide  of 
potassium  in  four-grain  doses  three  times  a  day,  com- 
bined with  ten  grains  of  the  sesqui-carbonate  of  soda. 
After  ten  days  he  called  on  me  and  reported  that  the 
last  medicine  had  taken  a  decided  effect  upon  the  com- 
plaint; that  he  had  lost  the  flatulencies;  that  the 
syncope  hsd  not  returned ;  and  that,  strange  to  say, 
he  could  bear  light  solid  food*  upon  his  stomach 
without  hazard  \ 

He  continued  the  medicine  for  some  weeks,  and  from 
that  time  to  this — a  space  of  three  years— he  has  been 
wholly  exempt  from  syncope.  I  have  heard  of  him  this 
day  (March  27th] ;  he  enjoys  good  health,  excepting 
occasional  attacks  of  gout,  to  which  he  has  lately  been 
Kable. 

Spasmodic  Asthma* 
Cash. 

A  lady,  aged  31,  fa  1838,'  began  to  suffer  severe 
attacks  from  bronchitis,  which  frequently  interrupted 
the  performance  or  her  duties' as  governess.  The  dis- 
ease retained  this  form  for  two  years,  each  sttacic  ter- 
minating in  mucopurulent  expectoration.  In  1846 
the  disease  assumed  the  character  of  spasmodic  asthma, 
the  paroxysms  of  which  sometimes  commenced  with 
nasal  catarrh,  and  sometimes  with  violent  flatulency, 
nausea,  and  vomiting..  The  course  of  each  paroxysm 
occupied  about  a  fortnight,  and  terminated  in  expecto- 
ration, as  did  the  bronchitis.  For  the  last  two  years 
these  asthmatic  attacks  have  returned  every  six  weeks, 
threatening  suffocation,  and  alarming  her  exceedingly. 
She  anxiously  tried  all  the  ordinary  remedies  for  this4 
dreadful  malady,  and  consulted  divert  opinions,  soWC 
of  which  were  decidedly  adverse  to  any  to^of r^very. > 
Finding  no  relief  from  medteme  she  at  once  reiinv 
quished  her  connexion  on  whiehiher  income  depended, 
and  entered  a  family,  at  Clifton*  in  the  hope  that 
atmospheric  change  -might  effect  what  medicine  had 
failed  to-do.  She  then  gained  -a  considerable  respite, 
and.  went  tp  .Ireland,  where  she  became  so  muck 
worse,  that  in,  1843. she  could  pot  lie  down  for  nine 
months  together,:  ami  during .  the  violence  of  the 
paroxysms  wss  compelled  to  smoke  cigars,  till  by 
faintness  the  spasm  was  overcome,  and  the  breathing 
relieved.  At  the  end  of  1845  she  decided  on  returning 
to  Sonthampton.  The  change  ogam  relieved  her  for  n 
timet  but  the-  paroxysms  soon  returned  with  equal 
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POTASSIUM. 

■     -I' m,i  cess  tuii  luramiv m.  I     s >uq^; 

fttM*otttW««reU«w4,«^A«beo»aMiewibk.  The 
involuntary  motions  continuing,  I  (ami  her  the  snsnui<- 
oxide  of  iron,  with,  mercufiftl  aperients  i  bat  as  the 
ankle  joints,  right  elbow,  and  right  what  Were  very 
tender  and  painful,  and  showed  appearances  of  inflam- 
matory rheumatism,  the  iron  was  laid  aside,  and  ten 
drone  of  the  colchicnm  wine  given  instead  every  four 
boara.  This  treatment  soon  removed  the  rheumatic 
symptoms;  but  the  involuntary  motions  increased. 
Reflecting  on  the  good  effect  of  the  iodide  of 
potassium  in  the  last  esse*  and  considering  this  a  $t 
opportunity  for  the  further  trial  of  the  medicine  in 
this  disease,  I  commenced  it  at  once  in  the  following 
form  j— - 

Iodide  of  potassium    ....    18  grains. 

Compound  tincture  of  cardamoms    3  drachms. 

Syrup  of  ginger 3  drachms. 

Colcbicum  wine 40  minims. 

Cinnamon  water 5  ounces. 

Take  a  fluidounce  three  times  a  day. 
The  effect  on  the  disease  was  quite  magical,  and  in 
a  fortnight  there  was  not  a  trace  of  ohoma  reuuioing. 

I  see  also  in  my  note  book  that  a  case  of  rnpia  in  a 
young  woman,  aged  22,  was  cared  by  the  iodide  of 
potassium,  after  it  had  existed  12  months.  I  did  not 
note  down  the  details. 

JZesMr*t.---Tbe  above  cases,  to  which  I  could  have 
added  numerous  others,  exemplify,  I  trust,  the  curative 
efficacy  of  this  medicine  in  some  of  the  morbid  con* 
ditions  of  the  human  body.  Now  what  is  that  morbid 
condition  in  which  it  is  so  successful  ?  The  cases 
enumerated  in  the  second  class  consist  of  what  Mr. 
Pearson  used  to  call  "  Cachexia  sypbiloidea."  He 
says  in  bis  lectures,  "  I  do  not  thoroughly  understand 
theae  cases  yet.  The  more  I  see  of  them  the  more 
the  difficulty.  It  baa  been  long  known  that  sores, 
deriving  their  origin  from  a  venereal  taint,  remain  or 
spread  after  the  disease  has  been  destroyed.  It  was 
known  to  many  practitioners  of  the  16th  century,  that 
diseased  appearances  about  the  bones  of  the  face,  and 
pains  of  the  membranes  and  bones,  remained  after  the 
use  of  mercury.  Without  doubt  some  of  these 
appearances  were  relapses  of  the  disease ;  but,  as  in 
many  cases,  the  symptoms  did  not  yield  to  mercury,  or 
recurred  repeatedly,  and  were  cured  by  medicines 
which  contained  no  mercury,  these  particular  appear- 
ances were  different  from  the  disease  from  which  they 
seemed  to  originate." 

It  is  difficult  to  trace  the  above  instances  to  their 
tru$  cau$e».  The  second  and  third  cases  of  phagedenic 
ulceration  were  probably  derived  from  syphilitic 
causes ;  the  second  and  fifth  cases  of  periosteal  dis- 
ease from  the  action  of  mercury;  whilst  the  first 
phagedenic  case,  and  the  first,  third,  and  fourth  cases  of 
periosteal  disease,  were  not  traceable  to  any  manifest 
cause,  and  therefore  may  be  denominated,  what 
Mr.  Pearson  described  as  "Cachexia  sypbiloidea 
idfopathica." 

The  idiopathic  cachexia  is  thus  described  by  that 
experienced  surgeon  in  hm  manuscript  lectures.  "This 
either  arises  at  such  a  distance  of  time  from  the  use 
of  mercury,  that  its  appearance  can  with  no  show  of 
probability  be  ascribed  to  it  as  a  cause,  or  where 
neither  sores  nor  the  nee  of  mercury  have  preceded  the 
cachexia.    It  generally  occurs  in  habits  predisposed  to 


severity,  and  during  one  of  these  I  was  requested  to 
visit  her.  I  found  her  breathing  with  great  difficulty, 
kef  shoulders  rising  to-  her  ears^at  every  inspiration, 
wheezing,  oppressed  with  flatulence,  and  greedily 
smoking  a  cigar,  to  relieve  the  dyspnoea.  As  she  was 
wottfdown,  pale  and  attenuated  by  the  long  continuance 
of  disease ;  as  the  tongue  was  not  coated,  and  the 
arterial  system  not  much  accelerated,  and  more  parti- 
cularly as  there  was  great  disturbance  of  the  gastric 
function,  I  resolved  at  once  to  try  the  iodide,  in  tbe 
hope  that  it  might  at  least  allay  the  flatulency,  and 
support  tbe  constitution.  She  took  it  in  four-grain 
doses,  and  my  hope  was  not  disappointed.  The  gastric 
function  was  speedily  improved,  the  paroxysm  subsided, 
and  her  general  health  became  so  much  better,  that  she 
said—"  I  know  not  what  you  bare  given  me,  but  I  feel 
new  life."  At  the  end  of  six  weeks,  as  usual,  tbe 
asthmatic  attack  threatened  to  return,  but  tbe  symptoms 
were  comparatively' nothing,  and  the  cough  passed  off 
by  expectoration  without  spasm.  She  has  continued 
the  iodide  in  the  same  dose ;  has  been  able  to  attend 
her  pupils  from  house  to  house  for  the  last  three 
months,  with  but  slight  interruption  ;  and  at  this  time 
(in  the  midst  of  winter)  feels  better  than  she  has  done. 
for  the  last  six  years. 

.  Case  ix. 

As  I  have  not  the  details  of  this  case,  I  shall  merely 
give  the  heads,  aa  they  appear  in  my  note  book  ?— 

John  l^ck*. labourer,  aged  45»  of  debilitated  and 
cachectic  appearance  j  spasmodic  asthma,  associated 
with  dyspepsia  and  rheumatism.  Cured  by  the  iodide 
of  potassium. 

CRoasa.  Sa^cti  Viti. 
Casu  i. 
'  George  Rawlins,  a  labourer,  eged  19,  six  feet  in 
height,  of  thin  make,  fair  complexion,  and  red  hair, 
has  had  well-marked  chorea  for  five  months.  To  see 
this  tall  lanky  fellow  throwing  his  limbs  about,  twisting 
his  body,  and  grimacing,  under  the  involuntary 
motions  of  the  disease,  was  enough  to  disturb  the 
gravity  of  most  men.  He  was  tolerably  well  in  other 
respects ;  he  had  no  headache,  nor  pain  in  any  part 
of  the  spinal  column.  I  began  the  treatment  with 
decided  doses  of  the  sesqui-oxide  of  iron  and  mercurial 
purgatives,  which,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  I  have  found 
adequate  to-  tbe  cure  of  the  disease  in  children ;  but 
as  I  did  not  find  him  improved  in  the  course  of  some 
weeks,  it  occurred  to  me  that  the  iodide  might  be  of  use 
to  him  ;  I  accordingly  gave  him  four  grains  in  solution 
three  timet  a  day,  and  subsequently  five  grains.  After 
taking  the  medicine  for  a  fortnight,  he  reported  himself 
much  benefitted  in  every  respect,  and  the  involuntary 
motions  speedily  subsided* 

Cask  ti. 
Miss  B— ,  aged  thirteen,  evinced  symptoms  of 
chorea  at  the  beginning  of  last  November.  The  invo- 
luntary motions  increased,  and  in  a  few  days  the 
cerebral  functions  ware  so  much  involved,  that  she  was 
obliged  to  keep  her  bed.  She  had  the  look  almost  of 
jdiotcy,  and  cried  out  upon  her  bead  being  moved  in 
the  slightest  manner :  there  was,  moreover,  consider- 
able febrile  disturbance.  Under  these  circumstances 
she  was  bled  from  the  arm  ;  a  blister  was  applied  at 
the  back  of  the  neck,  and  the  chloride  of  mercury  was 
given  every  four  hours.  By  this  treatment  the  cerebral 
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scropbula,  or  it  consequent  to  tome  disease  el  .the 
constitution."  But  treat  whatever cause  these  symp- 
toms arise,  tae4ieease  is  nut  the  less  formidable,  nor 
the  remedy  h^iinnortant. 

Mr  Benjamin  Brodie  place*  no  reliance  upon  Ike 
iodide  of  potasdmn  for  the  cure  of  true  syphilis*  In 
his  last  lecture  at  St.  George's  Hospital,  am  published 
in  the  Xoncef  of  the  17th  of  February  in  the  present 
year,  he  says— "It  is  now  very  much  the  custom 
to  administer  the  latter  (iodide  of  potassium)  in  cases 
of  syphilis.  No  doubt  it  is  an  excellent  remedy  in 
some  cases,  and  comes  in  extremely  well,  when  you 
have  reasons  for  not  giving  mercury.  Bat  if  yon  ask 
me  whether  you  can  rely  upon  the  iodide  of  potassium 
—I  say  no.  You  may  remove  slight  symptoms  by 
giving  it  for  a  time,  and  severe  symptoms  by  exhibiting 
large  doses;  but  in  the  latter  cases,  so  far  as  I  hare 
seen,  it  doss  not  make  a  permanent  core,  for  the 
symptoms  return  again.  As  a  prophylactic  it  is  not 
to  be  Compared  with  mercury/' 

This  opinion  I  believe  to  be  correct  I  do  notthink 
it  acts  as  an  antidote  to  a  poiwn ;  but  for  the  cure  of  that 
assemblage  of  symptoms  above  related— phagedenic 
ulceration,  or  periosteal  disease  with  a  cachectic  habit- 
in  my  own  conviction  it  stands  unrivalled  by  any  other 
medicine  whatever.  That  the  disease  will  return  is 
true-— give  what  you  please,  it  will  o/tatreturn ;  but,  I 
have  always  observed,  that  as  often  as  I  had  occasion  to 
put  the  same  patient  under  a  course  of  the  iodide  of 
potassium  for  a  return  of  the  symptoms,  it  has  rapidly 
improved  the  appetite,  and  imparted  more  and  more 
vigour  to  the  constitution,  till  it  completely  triumphed 
over  the  disease,  although  it  had  existed  for  many  year*, 
as  was  the  fact  in  the  1st,  2nd,  4th,  and  5th  cases  of 


It  appears  to  me  that  to  this  power  of  invigorating 
the  habit  its  salutary  effects  are  to  be  principally 
ascribed.  A  cachectic  condition  of  the  system,  in 
whatever  diseases  it  result,  so  long  as  those  diseases  be 
not  organic,  is  in  fact  the  true  object  of  its  curative 
agency;  and  this  would  best  explain  its  success  in  the 
three  last  diseases  related  —  dyspepsia,  apyrexial 
asthma,  and  chorea  Sancti  Viti,  all  of  which  were 
at  least  associated  with,  and  probably  derived  from 
a  morbid  atonicity  of  the  nervous  functions  involved. 
I  have  occasionally  given  four  or  five  grains  of  blue 
pill  every  other  night  during  the  exhibition  of  the 
iodide,  and  I  think  it  sometimes  forwards  its  success. 

The  period  necessary  for  a  course  of  the  iodide  of 
potassium  in  "  cachexia  syphiloidea  "  is  at  least  two 
months.  In  other  cases  the  time  must  depend  on  the 
effects  of  the  medicine.  I  have  not  had  occasion  in 
any  case  to  give  a  larger  dose  than  five  grains,  which 
has  ever  proved  sufficient  to  accomplish  the  object  in 
view,  where  the  disease  has  been  curable  by  this 
medicine.  This  dose  has  never  produced  any  adverse 
effect;  bnt  in  some  instances,  as  in  the  first  rheumatic 
case,  it  has  thrown  out  an  eruption  peculiar  to  this 
remedy;  and  in  others  it  has  caused  a  bitter  lupoline 
taste  to  rise  up  into  the  back  of  the  fauces,  which  has 
annoyed  the  patient,  and  obliged  me  to  suspend  the 
iodide  for  a  few  days,  or  reduce  the  dose.  What 
deleterious  effects  may  result  from  large  doses  I  must 
leave  to  be  described  by  those  who  give  them. 

The  iodide  of  potassium  is  always  inadmissible  where 


there  is  any  febrile  disturbance,  or 
is  much  coated*:  Hmve^eyer    _ 
such  cases. 
Southampton,  March  27, 1844. 
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CASE   OF   ANEURISM  OF  THE   EXTERNAL 
ILIAC  ARTERY.    LIGATURE  OF  THE  COaf-v' 
MOM  ILIAC. 
By  Richard  Hky,  Esa.,  Surgeon  to  (he  County 
Hospital,  York. 
Mr.  Taylor,  aged  41,  residing  at  Acomb,  near  York, 
seen  in  consultation  with  Mr.  Nelson,  surgeon,  and 
Mr.  Ellis,  on  the  22nd  November,  1843.    I  received 
the  following  history  of  his  case : — 

On  the  10th  of  this  month  Mr.  Taylor  perceived  a 
stiffness  and  uneasiness  in  the  left  groin,  and  on  exami-  ^ 
nation  found  a  small  hard  tumour  immediately  above 
foupart's  ligament,   midway   between   the   anterior 
superior  spinous  process  of  the  Qium  and  the  tuber  of 
the   pubis.     Having   been   occasionally   subject   to  t 
scrofulous  tumours,  en4ine;  in  snpuration,  he  supposed 
this  to  be  an  enlarged  gland,  and  therefore  at  first 
took  but  little  notice  of  it ;  he  showed  it,  however,  to  his  , 
medical  attendant,  who  prescribed  suitable  remedies 
for  its  removal.  On  the  13th  he  waa  suddenly  attacked  t 
with  severe  pain  in  the  tumour*  and  on  the  following  , 
morning  it  was  found  to  be  much  increased  in  sise  j  . 
and  now,  for  the  first  time,  a  decided  puliation  was 
observed  in  it;  pulse  90.     Prom  thus  time  until  the 
22nd  the  tumour  made  perceptible  advances  in  sine 
daily,  accompanied  with  pain  along  the  coarse  of  the 
anterior  crural  nerve. 

November  22.  The  tumour  is  now  the  sise  of  a 
pretty  large  orange ;  the  impulse  very  strong.  It  was, 
however,  easily  emptied  by  moderate  and  continued 
pressure,  instantly  filling  apnea  when  the  pressure  was 
removed.  Pressure  on  the  aorta  had  the  same  effect, 
but  in  a  lesser  degree*  When  the  base  waa  grasped, 
the  fingers  at  every  pulsation  wore  forcibly  separated, 
and  equally  so  on  every  side*.  There  was  clearly 
aneurism  of  the  external  iliac  artery* 

November  28.  The  tumour  tepidly  increasing  ia 
site;  and  as  there  seemed  to  be  no  alternative  but 
placing  a  ligature  upon  the  common  iliac  artery,  or  . 
speedy  death,  I  thought  it  my  duty  no  longer  to  delay 
acquainting  him  fully  with  the  state  of  the  case ;  he 
was  not  prepared,  however,  at  present,  to  decide  upon 
the  subject. 

November  30,  The  tumour  now,  from,  having  a> 
round  and  uniform  surface,  had  become  conical,  like 
the  pointing  of  a  large  abscess,  the  akin  also  much 
thinner,  red;  and  shining. :  We  therefore  urged  upon 
our  patient  the  necessity,  of  a  speedy  determination  j 
and,  at  his  request,  my  brother,  Ms;.  William  He&  -of 
Leeds,  was  requested  to  meet  us  in  consultation. 

December  2.  We  met  this  day,  and  found  the 
tumour  within  the  last  48  hours  had  so  much  Increased 
as  to  render  any  further  delay  of  the  operation 
extremely  hazardous ;  and  as  Mr.  Wiffism  Hey  con- 
curred with  us  In  the  propriety  of  attempting  to  save 
our  patient's  life  by  the  means  already  proposed,  and 
as  he  was  now  quite  willing  to  submit  to  it,  we  deter- . 
mined  to  wait  no  longer  than  the  following  morning. 
Sunday,  December  3.    I   proceeded   to  place   a 
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figfttore  on  the  common  iKac  artery*  Ii  M«n<d  out  of 
the  Question  'to**  tmmpt  tying  the  catenas!  iliac, 
feweusefrom  tlMr  eery  largo  m  and  extent  of  the  sac, 
H  wm  evident  tbit  there  would  not  be  room  for  a 
Igature  between  that  and  the  bifurcation  of  the 
external  and  internal  iHacs ;  and  In  addition  to  this, 
the  probable  elite  of  that  artery  made  it  unwise  to  run 
•neb  a  risk,  even  if  it  had  been  practicable. 

There  were  present  at  the  operation  Messrs.  Nelson 
and  Ellis,  Mr.  William  Hey,  and  Mr.  Teale,  of  Leeds ; 
Mr.  Dodsworth  and  Mr.  Reed,  of  York ;  to  whose  kind 
and  very  able  assistance  I  feel  deeply  indebted. 

The  tumour  now  occupied  tbe  whole  of  the  left  iHac 
fossa,  its  base  projecting  considerably  below  Poup&rt's 
ligament  infertorry,  and  superiorly  extending  to  within 
less  than  an  inch  and  a  half  from  the  navel,  being:  six 
Inches  across  from  above  to  below,  and  six  inches  and 
a  half  from  side  to  side ;  projecting  also  from  the 
plane  of  the  abdomen  fully  three  inches. 

The  patient  was  placed  on  his  back  on  a  mattress, 
Ids  shoulders  moderately  raised.  The  incision  was 
commenced  two  inches  and  three-quarters  above  tbe 
navel,  and  exactly  three  inches  to  the  left  of  the 
median  line.  This  was  carried  down  moderately 
curved  to  the  base  of  the  tumour  about  six  Inches,  and 
was  afterwards  enlarged  by  an  angular  continuation, 
One  inch  and  n  half  in  length.  The  fibres  of  tbe 
external  and  internal  oblique  muscles  and  transver- 
eatii  being  successively  divided,  the  transversslis 
saseia  was  readily  raised  by  means  of  a  director,  and 
carefully  opened  out  through  the  whole  length  of 
she  incision.  The  peritoneum  now  protruded  in  some 
measure ;  it  was,  however,  kept  down  without  much 
difficulty;  and  being  gently  drawn  towards  the 
opposite  side,  I  was  enabled  slowly  to  insinuate  my 
fingers  behind  the  peritoneum,  gradually  separating  it 
from  its  cellular  attachment  to  the  parts  beneath.  The 
Common  iliac  artery  was  easily  reached,  and  upon 
compressing  it  with  the  fingers,  the  pulsation  in  the 
tumour  ceased  at  once.  A  little  time  was  occupied  in 
scratching  through  the  sheath  of  the  artery  with  the 
point  of  the  aneurism  needle ;  this  being  accomplished, 
the  needle  wss  pasted  under  the  artery  from  within 
outwards,  armed  with  a  double  ligature  of  stsymaker's 
silk,  waxed.  By  holding  aside  the  peritoneum  and 
viscera,  we  now  obtained  for  a  moment  a  view  of  the 
artery,  and  ascertained  that  nothing  tlut  was  included 
in  the  ligature ;  this  being  tied  with  tbe  fingers  close 
down  upon  the  artery,  all  pulsation  in  the  sac  entirely 
ceased,  and  never  afterwards  returned  in  tbe  slightest 
degree.  The  enact  position  of  toe  ligature  was,  I 
believe,  an  inch  below  the  bifurcation  of  the  common 
ismes.  The  wound  was  closed  with  six  sutures  and 
strips  of  adhesive  plaster ;  and  over  the  whole  a  coating 
of  lint  dipped  in  strong  mucilage.  Time,  25  minutes. 
Tbe  patient  was  now  a  good  deal  exhausted,  although 
no  little  blood  had  been  lost  that  it  had  not  been 
necessary  to  take  up  n  single  bleeding  vessel;  he 
vomited  also  some  brandy  and  water  which  had  been 
given  to  him  during  the  operation.  He  took,  however, 
n  cup  of  boiled  rnflk,  which  was  retained. 

Eventng.~>Patieut  had  been  very  restless  sad  uneasy 
after  the  operation  for  some  hours.  A  camphor  draught, 
With  25  drops  of  Battler's  sedative,  had  had  the  effect  of 
composing  him.  There  was  now  moderate  reaction, 
yoke  90.  The  wound  continued  still  very 


Monday,  December  4,  i$  •«•*>  Has  passed  a  toler- 
able night,  having  had  sleep  at  intervals  without  any 
further  opiate.  Pulse  95.  rather  irritable;  bowels 
not  moved,  but  distended  with  flatus ;  hiccup ;  no 
pain*  Two  grains  and  a  half  of  calomel,  and  a  quarter 
of  a  grain  of  opium,  to  be  taken  immediately,  and  in 
two  hours  time  half  an  ounce  of  castor  oil  in  pepper- 
mint water.    Farinaceous  diet. 

7\  p.m. — Patient  looking  very  ill;  countenance 
anxious  and  sunken.  No  action  of  the  bowels;  a 
second  dose  of  the  oil  had  been  rejected ;  hiccup 
increased ;  body  very  tympanitic  and  uneasy.  The 
bandage  round  the  body  was  slackened,  with  some 
relief.  Great  thirst,  and  difficulty  in  making  water. 
Pulse  98.  An  enema  consisting  of  gruel,  with  two 
scruples  of  gum  assafmtida,  immediately ;  small  doses 
of  liquor  ammonia?  acetatis,  occasionally. 

Tuesday,  December  5,  10  a.  in.  Had  intervals  of 
light  but  refreshing  sleep  during  the  night.  Enema 
had  produced  one  good  evacuation  with  much  relief. 
No  tenderness  on  pressing  the  abdomen;  pulse  98. 
Patient  upon  the  whole  in  a  satisfactory  state. 

Vetpere.  Not  quite  so  well ;  rather  more  feverish ; 
pulse  had  risen  during  the  day  to  104,  now  100,  and 
not  so  soft;  tongue  dry.  No  evacuation  from  the 
bowels;  urine  high  coloured.  Restless. 

Calomel     .    «    . 1  grain. 

Compound  ipecacuanha  powder      •    2  grains. 
To  be  taken  every  three  hours,  with  an  effervescing 
saline  draught.    A  common  enema  in  the  morning. 

Wednesday,  December  6,  9§  a.m.  Had  passed  a 
tranquil  night ;  refreshing  sleep.  Enema  had  acted 
well;  body  soft  and  flaccid  $  pulse  89,  soft.  Dressed 
the  wound,  which  showed  a  great  disposition  to  heal ; 
discharge  very  moderate.  Omit  tbe  calomel  j  continue 
the  saline  draughts  and  farinaceous  diet. 

December  7.  Nothing  material;  all  going  on  well; 
pulse  80.  Bowels  moved  three  or  four  times  yesterday. 
Patient  allowed  some  beef  tea  and  arrow-root,  mixed. 
During  the  last  day  or  two  tbe  tumour  had  looked  very 
threatening  and  ready  to  suppurate. 

December  8.  Dressed  the  wound,  which  upon  the 
whole  was  going  on  well.  Body  distended;  but  little 
pain.  On  this  day  the  tumour  seemed  to  be  slightly 
diminished  in  size ;  the  skin  a  little  paler  and  shrunk. 
December  9.  Going  on  well  in  every  respect. 
Hard  lumps  discharged  from  the  bowels ;  appetite 
good.  Ordered  a  mutton  chop  and  half-an-ounce  of 
wine,  in  addition  to  arrow-root,  with  beef  tea. 

December  10.  Wound  looking  well,  though  the 
edges  not  quite  so  united ;  discharge  very  moderate ; 
bodily  health  and  strength  better  than  before  the  opera- 
tion ;  enjoyed  his  chop  and  wine  yesterday ;  pulse  80. 
Discovered  this  day  for  the  first  time  an  artery  on  the 
dorsum  of  the  foot,  pulsating,  (the  anterior  tibial). 
Tumour  decidedly  diminished.  From  this  time  nothing 
particular  occurred  during  tbe  progress  of  tbe  case. 
It  was  found  necessary  to  give  a  small  dose  of  morphia 
every  night,  without  which  he  had  little  or  no  sleep. 
He  also  suffered  much  from  violent  spasm  of  the 
bowels,  and  tenesmus  whenever  they  were  moved,  in 
consequence  of  which  he  had  medicine  only  on  alter* 
nate  days.  As  the  motions  were  abundant  in  quantity 
it  did  not  seem  very  evident  from  what  this  distressing 
symptom  arose ;  the  spssm,  however,  could  not  be 
quieted  without  the  aid  of  an  opiate  injection. 
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December  23.'  Tumour  lias  diminished  more  Hum 
one  half,  but  the  ligature  quite  fast ;  appetite  good. 

December  30.  On  removing  the  dressings  this  day 
the  ligature  seemed  to  be  lying  somewhat  further  out 
of  the  wound  than  usual,  and  on  gently  drawing  it, 
I  found  it  quite  loose,  and  it  came  away  without  the 
slightest  pain  or  difficulty.  The  length  of  the  ligature 
from  the  knot  to  the  surface  was  nearly  fire  inches. 

January  4.  I  must  now  allude  more  particularly  to 
the  distressing  feature  which  has  already  been  men* 
tioned,  and  which  threatened,  if  not  overcome,  to 
render  our  patient's  life  miserable,  vis.,  the  spasm  of 
the  bowels.  Thinking  that  it  might  arise  from  some 
obstruction  in  the  rectum,  I  had  recommended  *Mt. 
Nelson  to  pass  a  bougie  and  explore  the  lower  bowel : 
this  he  did,  without  however  any  result.  In  the  mean- 
time the  spasm  became  more  and  more  urgent  when- 
ever the  bowels  were  moved.  However  copious  the 
evacuation,  he  always  felt  as  though  there  was  some- 
thing left  which  could  not  be  expelled.  On  this  day 
matters  assumed  a  very  serious  aspect,  the  bowels 
were  completely  obstructed,  the  spasm  dreadful;  at 
length  he  became  quite  exhausted,  and  seemed  to  be 
falling  into  a  state  of  coma,  body  very  tympanitic. 
On  passing  the  catheter  to  ascertain  if  the  bladder 
were  distended,  Mr.  Nelson  found  considerable  obstruc- 
tion. This  led  him  again  to  examine  the  rectum, 
which  he  now  found  to  be  enormously  distended  with 
a  hardened  mass  of  faces.  It  felt,  he  said,  more  like 
a  child's  head  presenting  than  anything  else  he  could 
compare  it  to.  It  was  thoroughly  dry  like  bran. 
Here  then  was  the  cause  of  these  formidable  symp- 
toms. It  appears  that  the  pressure  of  the  increasing 
tumour  had  caused  a  gradual  accumulation  of  faces 
in  the,  colon;  and  although  considerable  evacuations 
were  obtained  by  means  of  aperient  medicines  and 
injections,  yet  there  never  was  a  complete  clearance, 
owing  to  the  growing  pressure  of  the  sac.  As  this 
however  became  gradually  diminished  by  absorption, 
it  permitted  the  facal  matter  slowly  to  advance,  and 
at  last  completely  to  block  up  the  rectum  in  the 
manner  already  described.  That  this  was  not  dis- 
covered when  Mr.  Nelson  first  explored  the  rectum 
was  no  fault  of  his,  but  arose,  I  doubt  not,  from  the 
circumstance  that  it  had  not  descended  within  reach  of 
an  ordinary  bougie. 

Mr.  Nelson  happily  succeeded  in  breaking  down 
this  extraordinary  accumulation,  and  our  patient  in  a 
few  hours  so  far  revived  as  to  relieve  us  from  our 
gloomy  anticipations.  Nothing  has  since  occurred  to 
retard  his  complete  recovery. 

It  now  only  remains  to  notice,  one  point,  viz.,  the 
temperature  of  the  limb  after  the  operation.  Perhaps 
this  ought  Sooner  to  have  been  alluded  to,  but  in  truth 
there  is  little  to  say  on  this  part  of  the  case.  We  kept 
an  accurate  account,  but  after  the  first  few  days  the 
temperature  of  the  two  limbs  was  so  nearly  equal  that 
the  difference  did  not  amount  to  half  a  degree.  The 
limb  was  simply  wrapped  in  fine  flannel.  The  tem- 
perature at  first  fell  not  quite  so  much  as  three  degrees 
below  that  of  the  sound  Kmo ;  in  48  hours  it  had  risen 
two  degrees  ufaw  the  opposite ;  tus-soon  subsided,  and 
in  four  days  after  the  operation  the  two  limbs  were 
equal  (89°)  and  continued  so.  ' 

Two  or  three  weeks  after  I  had  taken  my  leave, 
Mr.  Nelson  informed  me  that  the  sinus,  made  by  the 
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ligature,  wee  not  healed*  Jt>ae**sedj|h*to.aac  ba4 
ulcerated  and  diseaasged  its  remaining  *oama*% 
gromoos  blood  mixed. with $m$  by.  this,. mean*  njhat 
remained  of  the  tumour  wuaentjvaty  gapeaaed,  and  the 
sinus  nested.  We  thought  it  .tfvjaabferfp  annsy  a  belt 
afterwards,  in  order  so  support  J$e  weakened  parietes 
of  the  abdomen ;  and  to  the  moat  jwnjjaent.part,  also, 
a  kind  of  truss,  with  *  foar*incfc  pad,  uduch  ihe.pausmt 
found  very  comfortable, 

A  remarkable  feature  in  this  ease  warn  ttorexWesac 
and  unusual  rapidity  of  its  pro^was^a^***  fast  com- 
mencement, ronly  three  weejes  aerie* elapsed  from  its 
first  appearance  of  the  sj*e*f  ahaael  aat,  before  it  had 
attained  the  formidable  size  wbjeh  has; been  described* 

[The  foregoing  important  ease  fe,  we  believe,  the 
only  instance  in  which  the  common  iliac  artery  bat 
been  successfully  tied^br  aneurim  in  this  country; 
and  we  beg  to  draw  attention  especially  to  the 
situation  of  the  incision.  This  is  a  point  of  great 
consequence,  as  in  the  case  before  us  th  >  operator 
was  relieved  from  ail  chance  o(  embarrassment 
from  the  chotd,  &c»  *  source,  of  trouble  which  has 
been  complained  of  by  some  who,  have  performed 
this  operation.  It  may  also  be  observed,  that  in 
any  case  in  which  it  might  he  necessary  or  advisable 
to  take  the  chance  of  tying  the  aorta,  this  mode 
of  domg  it  will  be  found  in  every  respect  far  mete 
safe  and  facile  than  that  adopted  by  Sir  Astray 
Cooper.] 


CASE  OF  FRACTURED  PELVIS,  WITH  LACE- 
RATION OF  THE  BLADDER. 

to  Tim editor ov TasraoviKosAJi  mboicax*  Atra 
stjaoiCAL  jouattAifc 
Sin, 
Should  you  deem  the  details  of  the  following  fatal 
accident  of  sufficient  interest  to  appear  in  the  pages  of 
the  Jourtud,  you  are  welcome  taiaaerfrtbeni. 
Yours  respectfully*. 
MATTHEW  HALL.  M.R.C&L.,  dec 
Woittey,  Leeds,  April  10, 1844. 


On  Saturday  last  I  was  summoned,  at  nine  pan.,  te 
a  case  on  the  Churwell  road,  at  the.  distance  of  about  a 
mile  from  my  house,  but  being  engaged  with  another 
patient,  my  assistant  proceeded  focfjkwitb.  to  attend  for 
:  me.  On  his  arrival,  he  found  a  stout  ,m*n  at  the  inn, 
laid  on*  bench,  having  been  seceatiy.ruu  over  by  a 
heavily  laden  waggon.  A  dight  e*ee$inafon.  discov- 
ered injuries  of  a  very  sesere.  character,  arid  no.  time 
was  lost  in  placing  him  eantioueljr  4n».  bed. .  S^rae 
hemorrhage  had  taken,  plane  front  the  penis*  and  jt 
was  evident  that  the  heats  of  the  leg-were  extensively 
fractured,  the  tibia  needy  projecting, through  the  skin, 
with  some  loose  portions  ef  bone.  < 

No  time  was  lost  ixtcemmamicAting  with  roe,  and  oa 
my  araraVwhicb:  took  piece  about  half  an  hour  alter- 
wanes,  I  foUneVthe  man  in  a- state  ef  extreme  coilafse* 
with  a  prase  hardly  perceptible,  and  to  All  appeajaace 
we  thought  he  wouh*  aoteurvise  many  minutes,  iOa 
the  eitgtaest^motion  he.  ncenylaisjert  ef  much  pain.  i» 
the  back,  and  thought  the  wheel  had  passed  trans- 


*0 


PfJERPRRAL  CONVULSIONS. 


f eisely  over  1iii  loins ;  be  was  perfectly  onnscionaj  and 
'anewUiCd  qiijfliftes  intelligibly.  On  further  eismina- 
tioo,  I  found  slight  distension  of  the  hypogastrium, 
which  wh  more  manifest  In  the  right  iliac  region. 
Hw  rigteiUm  Wet  wry  moveable,  and  crepitus  could 
•he  dUu»e^  fefcexteudfmr  backwards  towards  the 
femnftd  warmth,  and  internal  stimuli,  were 
(nonrecourse  to,  and  after  the  lapee  of  a 
symptoms  of  reaction  appeared.  We 
-  semained  sometime,  and'  Maud  him  to  much  rallied, 


that  after  paddittfthe  pelvis  well,  and  giving  necessary 
b ventured  to  leave  him.  In  two  hours  a 
i  reached  me  that  the  patient  felt  somewhat 
,  and  animal  warmth  had  heen  tolerably  restored. 
Ait  six  a*m.  I  visited  him  again,  and  found  my  opinion 
of  -fracture  of  the  pelvis  confirmed ;  he  had  passed  no 
mine  since  the  accident,  but  complained  of  a  constant 
iochnatfcn  to  make  water,  though  the  hypogastric 
region  was  not  fuller,  and  from  percussion  nothing 
could  be  detected  fit  the  cavity  of  the  peritoneum. 
The  pulse  had  now  risen,  and  possessed  considerable 
tone,  but  the  right  aide  of  the  abdomen  was  hot,  and 
the  integuments  presented  a  livid  red  appearance. 
Some  leeches  were  twice  ordered  to  this  part,  and  I 
mtroduuedtke  catheter,  but  nomine  could  be  obtained; 
slight  hainorruage  from  the  penis  followed  the  with- 
drawal of  the  catheter.  In  a  few  hours  I  saw  him 
again,  and  the  catheter  was  re-*utrodaced  with  the  same 
uneueceeufolresuH.  No  more  distension  of  :the  abdomen 
had  taken  place,  but  both  hips  had  acquired  more 
rotundity  than  in  the  natural  stated  and  though  I  could 
not  detect  any  fluid,  it  was  evident  that  extravasation 
of  urine  was  extensively  going  on.  I  now  requested  a 
consultation,  and  in  the  evening  had  the  valuable 
assietaace  of  Mr.  T.  P.  Teale,  Of  Leeds.  Mr.  T.  again 
introduced  the  catheter,  and  was  equally  unfortunate ; 
the  instrument  was  allowed  subsequently  to  remain  in 
the  bladder*  after  being  properly  secured.  Several 
deep  incisions  were  made  in  the  distended  parts,  and  a 
slight  exudation  of  urine  followed.  Early  in  the 
morning  Mr.  Teale  and '  myself  saw  the  case  again 
together,  but  no  material  change  had  occurred,  except 
that  the  cloths  surrounding  the  incisions  in  the  glutei 
muscles,  Acv,  were  quite  saturated  with  urine,  and  a 
good  deal  bad  escaped,  yet  nothing  could  be  obtained 
with  the  catheter.  At  noon  symptoms  of  collapse 
again  rapidly  act  in,  which  continued  until  five  o'clock, 
when  he  sunk  without  having  complained  of  much 
pain. 

A*Uop*y.— The  scrotum  distended,  with  lividity  there 
and  In  the  right  iliac  region ;  the  upper  part  of  both 
thighs  much  distended  with  fluid.  The  cecum  and 
right  ascending  colon  excessively  tympanitic,  and  full 
of  black  patches  from  effused  blood.  The  symphysis 
pubis  completely  separated  to  the  extent  of  at  least 
one  inch  and  a  half  in  the  upper  portion.  On  dissecting 
back  the  bladder,  it  was  found  mat  the  right  fractured 
end  of  the  pubis,  which  projected  inwardly,  bad  entered 
(below  the  reflection  of  the  peritoneum)  that  viicui, 
producing  a  perforation  of  its  tunics  to  the  extent  of 
two  inches  or  more ;  another  laceration  existed,  tern  in 
extent,  but  more  posteriorly  towards  the  right  aide. 
Several  loose  fragments  of  bone  were  quite  detached 
in  the  pelvis  3  two  or  three  were  in  the  cavity  of  the 
bb^,wMch**9vmcAc<x*rmt**d.  The  right  ffium 
was  fractured  through  its  wln>k4ene^,snd  the  divwoo  \  were 


of  bene  appeased  to  este*4tivoegh  the  aeceumv  A 
complete  separation  of  the  fractured  portion  of  the 
ilium  had  taken  place,  The  pubis  wae  all 
obliquely  through  the  rsysr  Jhnmm  eeola,  and  i 
this  part  had  several  rough  pticjeetsti 
inwardly  5  these  most  probably  were  the  cause  of  the 
inferior  rent. 

■  IUmark*.—Tht  pQ$t-mart*m  appearano 
me  that  life  could  be  sustained  lor  45  hours 
formidable  an  accident.  The  urine  had  evidently 
extravaaated  by  the  cellular  tissue  only  to  those  parts 
posterior  and  inferior  to  the  cavity  of  tueebdomeu, 
and  had  found  its  exit  by  the  outlets  of  the  pelvis, 
though  the  perineum  never  presented  any  particular 
distension.  The  urethra  appeared  to  have  received 
no  injury. 


CASE  OF  PUERPERAL  CONVULSIONS  OCCUR- 
RING AT  THE  EIGHTH  MONTH  OP  UTERINE 
GESTATION,  SUCCESSFULLY  TREATED  BY 
THE  INDUCTION  OF  PREMATURE  LABOUR. 

By  C.  R,  B*»,  Esc*,  (I.R.C.S.,  Stowmarket. 
M.  G«  aged  25,  of  a  full  plethoric  habit  of  body, 
became,  during  the  seventh  month  of  pregnancy  with 
her  first  child,  generally  cMssmatoua.  She  complained 
of  no  particular  pain.  Her  pulse  being  strong  and 
bounding,  and  a  general  sense  of  fullness  appearing 
to  increase,  my  assistant,  Mr.  Snape,  who  was  engaged 
to  attend  her  in  her  confinement,  very  properly  took 
from  her  16  ounces  of  blood,  and  gave  her  saline 
diuretic  and  aperient  medicine.  Notwithstanding  this 
treatment  the  oedema  gradually  increased  durbar  the 
following  month. 

On  the  evening  of  March  17,  1844,  she  retired  to 
bed  in  better  spirits  than  usual.  About  half-past  two 
the  following  morning  she  awoke  her  husband,  and 
told  him  she  felt  a  singular  sensation  in  her  head,  and 
she  got  out  of  bed  for  the  purpose  of  tying  a  hand- 
kerchief round  it :  she  got  into  bed  again,  and  imme- 
diately afterwards,  to  use  the  expression  of  her 
husband,  "  she  fell  into  strong  convulsions,"  and 
Mr.  Snape  was  immediately  summoned.  When  Mr. 
Snape  arrived,  he  found  her  in  the  third  fit,  which,  as 
they  frequently  occurred  afterwards,  I  will  describe. 

She  was  quite  insensible,  breathing  stertorous,  eye- 
lids closed,  and  pupil  contracted.  After  rcinaisung 
some  time  in  this  condition,  the  breathing  became 
gradually  quicker,  and  a  moat  violent  epileptic  con- 
vulsion speedily  followed.  The  muscles  of  the  lace 
were  most  hideously  distorted,  the  features,  eyes,  nose, 
and  mouth  drawn  on  one  side ;  the  extremities  violently 
contracted.  This  state  of  things  hutted  for  about  a 
minute,  when  the  spasmodic  action  began  to  subside. 
The  expression  of  the  free  changed  from  that  of 
distortion  to  that  of  coUepee,  the  akin  became  of  a 
pallid  blue  colour*  frothy  matter  exuded  from  the 
mouth,  and  the  appearance  of  the  patient  was  that  of 
a  person  in  articvio  mortis.  In  a  minute  more,  how- 
ever, she  returned  to  the  same  comatose  insensible 
state  which  preceded  the  paroxysm.  There  was  not 
the  slightest  senstbiltty.  Her  state  now  resembled 
that  of  apoplexy.    In  About  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  the 

tkroagb. 
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hr,  Medtwr  told 
«t*4lftciaap*  of  tie  neck,  wild 
bead,  and  Orated  six  grains  of 
r^ptoms  not  befog 
tMtferm*  infwofaouft,  when  I  advised 
usxansniMeedingv  the  application  of  sinapisms  to  the 
feet,  and  the  exhibition  of  a  drastic  enema.    Tem- 


i  wesv-defieed  Horn  fhht  treatment,'  as 
t  by  tsw  longer  magrrani  between  the  fits,  aad  a 
of  apparent  consciousness  about  eight 
o'clock.  Upon  examination  per  vaginam  I  found 
stint*  nutnens  dtachanjc,  hot  no  attempt  at  dilatation 
of  the  oa  uteri.  The  slight  amendment  oheenred  after 
the  second  bleeding  was  only  temporary,  and  the 
synsgftotne  mtuining  with  their  original  violence,  I 
gradually  dilated  the  os  uteri  with  the  point  of  my 
finger,  and  raptured  the  membranes. 

Labour  pains  came  on  soon  afterwards,  and  about 
fins  O'clock  we  dofi vered  -her  with  forceps  of  a  dead 
child.,  purine;  the  above  fivo  hours  the  fits  occulted 
about  eeery  haaf  hour,  the  same  apoplectic  sjinptatnt 
occupying  the  intervals, 

8  p.m.  Has  been  tranquil,  and  had  only  one  fit 
aim*  delivery,  still  quite  unconscious,  and  the  breathing 
Ordered  two  grains  of  calomel  to  be 
L  on  the  tongue  every  two  hours. 
lopjaw  Hashed  oneuums  *,  hi  other 
<Mered  to  hare  the  hsktc 
tercurial  otnteanst,  and  to  place  a  drachm  of 
the  same  in  each  axilla. 

March  19th,  »a4nu  flee  hud  no  fits  in  the  night, 
abght  return  of  conssiousness,  sofkssntto  take  gruel 
when  placed  in  the  mouth.  Directed  the  catheter  to 
tensed.    Omit  the  calomel. 

10  p.m.  Continues  to  improve;  bowels  not  hewing 
been  moved,  ordered  an  enema. 

if  arch  20th.  She  is  able  this  morning  to  recognise 
r,  but  unable  to  collect  her  ideas; 
of  the  past;  she  hes  still  cewahtereble 
,  has  psssed  urine.  Ordered  to  take  acetate  of 
potash  ten  grains,  with  half  a  drachm  of  spirit  of  rdtrk 
shouts. 
Peasere.  Has  passed  a  eaurideraiJt  qmmtttf  a/ 
irimtniBhing.  Continue  the  remedies. 
March  21st,  9  a.m.  Has  had  a  restlem  night  and 
oo  sleep;  quick  irritable  pulse ;  language  ucoherentc 
jest  is  dttfrfems,  and  the  narees  hare  disnrulty  in 
keeping  her  in  bed.  She  is  now  in  the  condition  Of  u 
patient  labouring  under  eeseaare  *raek*tti$. 

Ordered  a  third  of  a  grain  of  acetate  of  roorphm 
.dsrectly,  and  the  dose  to  be  repeated  in  two  hours,  if 


pan.    Has  taken  both  doses  of 

iouriecjpmt  until  two  o'clock,  when  the  daft 
t  returned.    No  sleep. 
Ordered  one  grain  of  calomel  and  a  quarterof  a  grain 
-of  acetate  of  morphia  every  two  hours.    The  bhater  to 

hi  mi  wtil  -F1- ^-M \  —A "~  *—*  '"*" 

pmced  on  u  bladder  half  filled  with  freesing  mixture* 

9  p.m.    Much  mere  tranqoJt,  but  no  sleep,  slight 

■j  bowels  opens  pass* 

rsanr%fsnff.    Contraue  the  pills,  but 

theec^poiiBdrhuherhptHfWceloiswL 

March  ttnd,  0  a  .m.    Has  slept  all  sight,  and  lite 

itssr  »  bowem  cncoi  not*  IssrtrtfenhS*} 

freely  Induced.    From  this  due  up  ft  the 


TTtTP 


present  time  she  continue^  to  ,&&&&:**&>**&* 
convalescent*         {  t     ...    t  ;         • 

nrjtAnjU.,  . % 

Hiis  case  presents  aereral  point*  c£  internet*..  In  the 
first  place,  vfritemjujiuVtoBtfs^  as  she 

induction  of  prematura  labour  jo  rjnue:  <of  nnsepesal 
convulsions  occurring  before  the  foil  period  of  asero- 
gestation.  Bleed,  purge,  blister,  and  leave  she  uterus 
to  take  care  of  itself,  is  tfee  madeof.tnejaaent' 
rally  recommended  in  these  cases,  and  in 
instances  the  conrulsions  will  give  way,  and  the  woman 
reach  her  full  time.  Butinthecase  Iheretehttedthe 
symptoms  were  much  too  assure.,  h>  he;  trilled  with. 
My  impression  is,  that  it  I  had  delayed  mducing 
labour  a  very  few  hours,  it  would  have  been  too  late, 
and  the  marked  relief  obtained  fully  confirms  the 
soundness  of  the  practice.  In  the.  second  place,  it 
becomes  an  interesting  question^-* what  was*  the  direct 
cause  of  the  attack  ?  The  stertorous,  breathing ;  total 
insensibilty*  with  one  alight  exception)  far  24  hours; 
the  violence  of  the  convulsive  movemeuln,  and 'the 
rapidity  with  which  they  succeeded  each  other— oil 
indicate  an  important  lesion  of  the  nerrouseentre ;  and 
the  anasarcous  condition  of  the  body  would  aatomUy 
lead  to  the  conclusion  (hat  serooa,  effusioo  had  taken 
place  in  the  brain ',  while  the  return  of  consriousnees 
after  the  second  bleedings  and  the  rapid  improvement 
which  took  place  after  labour  was  induced,  point  out 
eomgntim  as  the  probable  cause.  Thirdly: --The 
occurrence  of  active  and  forcibly  expulsive  efforts 
in  the  uterus  while  the  patient  is  in  a  state  of 
apoplectic  insensibility  is  interesting  in  a  physio- 
logical point  of  view.  The  patient  did  not  e*> 
press  pain  by  moaning^^when  the  uterus  contracted 
she  moved  her  body  about  in  the  bed,  and  became 
still  when  the  uterine  eibrts  ceased.  But  the 
expulsive  efforts  were  sufficient  to  carry  the  head  of 
the  child  on  to  the  perineum.  The  patient  is  perfectly 
in  oblivion  of  everything  which  occurred  for  two  days, 
and  has  quite  forgotten  what  tnnspueifthe  day  hatore 
she  was  attacked. 

The  state  of  irritability  which  evinced  itself  on  the 
21st  no  doubt  depended  upon  the  want  of  sleep  as  a 
restorer  of  expended  nervous  influence,  but  it.  is 
interesting  to  remark  the  similarity  of  phenomena 
arising  from  different  causes.  The  worst  eases  I  bare 
ever  seen,  and  wtjich  hare  generally  proved  fetal,  have 
been  in  the  arachnitis  of  asthenic  fever.  I  have  seen, 
the  same  symptoms  induced  by  strong  mental  cseo- 
tions.  Tk*y  alway*  indicate  great  censor,  and  must 
be  met  promptly.  Calomel  and  large  doses  of  morphia 
are  our  sheet  anchor. 

Stowmarket,  April  1, 1844. 


PROVINCIAL 

JWrtfUal  fc.&urgtat  9aurnal« 

WEDNESDAY,  MAY  1,  1844. 


We  snorted  last  woek  a  latter  from  M#.  George 
King*  of  Bath-,  relative  to  the  removal  of  a  Union . 
Medical  Officer*  under  m<*&*  of  to  PoorOdtw 
tinU  we  arc  iinntlc, 
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from  the  length  of  the  document,  to  lay  before  our 
readers  the  printed  return  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons,  with  which  the  letter  was  accompanied.  The 
nets  of  the  case  are,  however,  shortly  these.  Mr. 
Newman,  one  of  the  medical  officers  of  the  Wells 
Union,  a  member  of  the  College  of  Surgeons, 
and  a  licentiate  of  the  Apothecaries  Company, 
practised,  it  seems,  the  homoeopathic  system  of 
medicine,  both  amongst  his  private  patients  and 
amongst  the  poor  of  the  district  to  which  he 
had  been  appointed.  A  complaint  of  his  doing 
so  was  made  by  Mr.  Frederick  Gale,  a  retired 
surgeon,  resident  at  Glastonbury,  first  to  the  Board 
of  Guardians,  and  subsequently,  on  their  refusing 
to  interfere,  to  the  Poor-Law  Commissioners. 
After  a  good  deal  of  correspondence  on  the  subject, 
the  Commissioners  having  obtained  from  Mr. 
Newman  an  admission  of  the  fact,  addressed  a  letter 
to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  stating  "  that  they  did 
not  consider  the  homoeopathic  mode  of  treatment 
as  a  system  of  medicine  recognized  by  any  legally- 
constituted  medical  body  in  this  country,  and  that 
they  thought  that  the  Guardians,  with  whom  the 
nomination  of  the  persons  rested,  were,  as  trustees 
for  the  public,  not  justified  in  employing  medical- 
men  who  use  a  system  of  medicine  not  recognized 
by  the  legal  bodies  presiding  over  the  medical 
profession.**  The  date  of  the  letter  in  which  this 
statement  was  made  is  February  7> 1844  and  no 
further  notice  seems  to  have  been  taken  of  the 
matter  until  after  the  appointment  of  medical 
officers  to  the  Union,  on  the  5th  of  April  following, 
when  Mr.  Newman  was  re-elected  to  the  charge 
of  the  Glastonbury  district  by  a  majority  of  17  to  3. 
Mr.  Gale,  upon  this,  again  appealed  to  the  Com- 
missioners, who  however  declined  to  interfere,  one 
of  their  Assistant-Commissioners,  Mr.  Tufmell, 
having  been  present  at  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  in  which  the  subject  was  considered, 
and  formally  confirmed  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Newman  as  medical  officer  of  the  district.  This 
order,  on  the  part  of  tbe  Commissioners,  a  copy  of 
which  was  transmitted  to  Mr.  Gale,  together  with 
a  reply  containing  the  protest  of  that  gentleman, 
concludes  what  may  be  termed  the  first  stage  of 
the  proceedings. 

On  the  3rd  of  June,  however,  we  find  tbe 
question  re-opened  by  a  letter  signed  by  the  Rev. 
Lord  John  Thynne,  the  Hon.  and  Rev.  G.  Neville 


Gfenvffle,  and  twoodrer  resident  clergymen,  tatting 
upon  die  Commissioners  for  a  re-consideratlon  of 
their  decision,  and  inclosing  a  letterfrom  Sir  Henry 
Halford,  the  President  of  the  College  of  Physicians, 
stating  it  in  express  terms  as  his  opinion  that  no 
person  should  be  allowed  to  hold  the  appointment 
of  medical  officer  of  a  Poor-Law  Union  who  has) 
acknowledged  publicly  that  he  practises  homoeopath y 
exclusively,  and  will  not  practice  any  other  system 
of  medicine.  The  Poor-Law  Commissioners  imme- 
diately, on  the  receipt  of  these  letters,  submit  a 
statement  of  the  case,  accompanied  with  a  copy  of 
the  correspondence,  to  the  College  of  Physicians, 
requesting  their  counsel  j  and  the  opinion  of  tfi# 
College  being  confirmatory  of  that  previously 
expressed  by  their  President,  Mr.  Newman,  who 
declined  to  send  in  his  resignation,  was  ultimately 
removed  by  an  order  of  the  Commissioners. 

The  proceedings  throughout  the  case  involve 
many  considerations  of  interest,  and  though  we  are 
quite  willing  to  allow  that  the  Commissioners  were 
placed  in  circumstances  of  much  difficulty,  and  seem 
to  have  acted  with  the  intention  of  doing  what  was 
best,  it  must  be  apparent  to  every  one  wbo  reflects 
on  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  that  their  decision 
is  both  arbitrary  in  itself,  and  fraught  with 
extreme  danger  to  the  rights  of  medical  prac- 
titioners, and  to  the  wel&re  of  the  poor. 

We  shall,  however,  best  illustrate  our  meaning 
by  commenting  on  portions  of  the  correspondence* 
The  first,  and  indeed  the  main  point  for  considera- 
tion throughout  this  question,  and  the  one  oil 
which  the  justice  of  the  decision,  as  regards  Mr* 
Newman,  and  its  consequent  interference  with  the 
professional  rights  of  every  Union  medical  officer, 
depends,  is  the  competence  of  the  various  tribunals 
appealed  to,  to  pronounce  any  decision  at  all. 

Mr.  Gale;  in  bis  first  letter  to  the  Commissioners, 
states,  that  be  has  purposely  abstained  from  specifying 
cases,  because  he  considered  "  that  an  appeal  to 
specific  cases  would  throw  upon  the  Guardians 
the  duties  of  a  medical  board,  for  which  they  are 
manifestly  incompetent;"  and  that  his  course  of 
proceeding  has  been,  "  first  to  obtain  the  admission 
of  the  medical  officer  that  he  does  practice 
homoeopathy  exclusively,  and  then  to  appeal  to  you 
(the  Commissioners)  for  his  removal  on  that 
ground.**  Mr.  Gale  is  here  in  manifest,  and  as 
regards  the  interests  of  the  medical  profession,  fetal 


DISMISSAL  6r  A4  UNION  MEDICAL  OFFICER. 


63 


error,  -The  Poor-Law  JCommissioners  are  no 
better  qualified,  and  their  subsequent  proceeding* 
prove  that  they  were  themselves  aware  of  it,  thae 
tye  Board  of  Guardians,  to  entertain  the  question 
of  the  competency  of  their  medical  officers  on  any 
each  grounds.  If  the  Guardians  were  not  fitted  for 
judging  of  special  details  of  treatment,  still  less 
cook)  they  be  so  of  general  principles  j  and  the 
same  objection  of  incompetency  under  which,  from 
its  constitution,  the  inferior  board  laboured,  equally 
applies  to  the  superior  one.  We  do  not  for  one 
moment  justify  the  practice  of  the  medical  officer, 
but  be  was  possessed  of  the  qualifications  required 
by  the  Poor-Law  Act;  and  if  in  exercising  these 
qualifications  he  adopted  the  practice  of  homoeopathy, 
hydropathy,  or  animal  magnetism,  made  use  of  the 
terms  and  formulae  set  forth  in  the  last  edition  of  the 
**  Pharmacopoeia  Londinensis,"  or  had  a  special  set 
of  nostrums  of  bis  own,  we  cannot,  under  the  existing 
state  of  the  medical  profession,  recognise  the  com- 
petence of  either  tribunal  to  interfere.  The  position 
is  an  unfortunate  one,  but  it  is  nevertheless  that  in 
which  the  Poor-Law  authorities,  so  long  as  they 
are  constituted  as  at  present  must  stand*  whenever 
a  similar  charge,  or  any  charge  of  mala  praxis,  is 
brought  against  any  of  the  qualified  medical  officers 
placed  under  their  controul. 

It  is  not  then  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  first  steps 
which  tbey  took  in  the  case  should  have  been 
erroneous.  Accordingly,  instead  of  following  the 
ersmpto  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and  declaring 
their  incompetence  to  decide  upon  the  question,  we 
find  them  first  instituting  an  enquiry  into  the  fact, 
and  then  stating  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  that 
thty  (the  Commissioners)  "  do  not  consider  the 
homoeopathic  mode  of  treatment  as  a  system  of 
medicine  recognised  by  any  legally-constituted 
medical  body  in  this  country." 

Had  the  commission  been  constituted  with  a 
reference  to  its  excercising  with  effect,  a  beneficial 
controul  over  the  medical  arrangements  for  affording 
attendance  to  the  sick  poor,  by  the  addition  to 
their  body  of  some  competent  medical  officer ;  or  had 
the/  been  relieved  of  this  part  of  their  charge 
altogether,  and  the  duties  of  it  placed  in  the  hands 
oi  a  more  competent  tribunal,  whatever  difficulties 
might  have  surrounded  the  question,  we  should  never 
•have  heard  in  these  days  of  systems  of  medicine 
Mag  either  recognised,  or  disclaimed  by  legally* 


constituted  medical  bodies.  The  enunciation  of  such 
an  opinion,  in  such  terms,  affords  a  clear  proof,  were 
such  a  proof  wanting,  that  as  regards  all  medical 
questions,  the  Poor-Law  Commissioners  are  in 
profound  ignorance,  and  consequently  utterly  incom- 
petent to  entertain  them.  The  homoeopathic  mode 
of  treatment  a  recognized  system  of  medicine— 
certainly  not;  but  is  any  other?  Are  there  not  at 
this  time  many  intelligent  and  most  competent 
observers  testing  the  opinions  of  Liebig,  and  endea- 
vouring to  regulate  their  practice  by  the  application 
of  his  principles  ?  But  these  opinions  and  principles 
are  neither  established,  nor  are  they  "  recognized  by 
any  legally-constituted  medical  body  iu  this  country;4 
are  the  Union  Medical  Officers,  therefore,  or  others, 
to  be  disqualified  from  practice  because  they  may 
adopt  and  endeavour  to  follow  out  such  views  ? 
The  opinion,  then,  thus  pronounced  by  the  Poor* 
Law  Commissioners  was  not  based  on  a  correct 
foundation,  and  accordingly  could  not  be  entertained 
by  their  unsupported  authority. 

The  reference  which  they  subsequently  made  to 
the  College  of  Physicians,  when  the  question  was 
again  brought  before  them,  was  equally  unfor- 
tunate, since  the  diploma  of  that  body  is  not  required 
to  authorize  the  legal  practice  of  medicine  ;  nor 
does  its  jurisdiction  extend  over  the  licentiates  of 
other  medical  corporations.  The  officer  whose  prin- 
ciples and  mode  of  treatment  were  called  in  question, 
was  a  member  of  the  College  of  Surgeons,  and  a 
licentiate  of  the  Apothecaries  Company,  both  of 
them  legally-constituted  medical  bodies,  and  to 
them  should  the  case  have  been  submitted  by  the 
Commissioners.  What  their  counsel  might  have 
been  under  such  circumstances  we  pretend  not  to 
guess ;  probably  not  more  satisfactory  as  regards 
the  principle  on  which  the  decision  of  the  Poor- 
Law  Commissioners  should  have  been  based,  than 
that  given  by  the  College  of  Physicians. 

The  case,  as  we  have  before  observed,  is,  in  the 
present  anomalous  and  ill-regulated  condition  of  the 
profession,  involved  in  difficulty  j  and,  perhaps,  after 
all,  the  best  method  of  procedure  would  have  been 
to  select  some  special  case  for  inquiry  in  which  the 
absolute  inertness  and  nothingness  of  the  treatment 
would  have  resolved  itself  simply  into  a  charge  of 
neglect. 
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JtttaituJt  tf  Ncturmt  PkiUmpky;  Myn  Btperi- 
madal  hUrodMctum,  U>  **#  Strndf  e/  Me  J>*u«fc«l 
Scicncm.  By  Gouun*  But*  A*M.,  hLEK,  F.L&, 
Ac,  Second  Edition,  London  1844.  Feap,  gvo. 
pp.  479* 

We  know  of  no  work  more  requisite  for  the  student 
of  medicine  who  has  not  had  the  advantage  of  previous 
instruction  in  physical  science,  than  a  good  and  con- 
cise elementary  treatise  on  Natural  Philosophy.  Such 
a  work  we  consider  the  one  before  us  to  be,  and 
though  not  free  from  defects,  of  somewhat  unequal 
character,  and  inferior  in  parts  to  other  works  on  the 
subject,  it  may  well  be  recommended  as  presenting  in 
a  readable  and  intelligible  form,  a  great  mass  of  infor- 
mation not  to  be  found  in  any  other  single  treatise  em 
physics  with  which  we  are  acquainted. 

The  first  edition  has  already  been  some  time  before 
the  public,  and  the  general  estimation  in  which  it  has 
been  held  is  perhaps  sufficiently  shown  by  a  second 
being  called  for.  This  has  given  the  author  occasion 
to  add  much  to  the  completeness  and  value  of 
hit  manual,  by  the  introduction  xrf  new  matter,  ami 
especially  of  the  chapters  on  thermoses  and  the 
chemical  action  of  light. 

The  application  of  the  different  branches  or  depart- 
ments of  the  science  to  physiology  end  medicine,  has 
perhaps  scarcely  been  kept  in  vieweo  much  ea  could 
be  wished,  considering  that,  as  we  an  hnfeeuaed  in  she 
preface  to  the  first  edition,  a  reference  has  been  had 
to  the  amount  of  knowledge  required  of  the  student 
by  the  English  and  Scottish  Medical  Boards.  Thus, 
in  the  chapter  on  acoustics,  we  have  looked  in  vain 
for  some  explanation  of  the  principles  on  which  the 
stethoscope  is  constructed,  and  other  like  sine  of 
omisskm  might  be  pointed  out  elsewhere. 

Among  the  illustrations  from  the  animal  structure 
which  have  been  inserted,  the  following  instance  of 
mechanical  contrivance  is  perhaps  new  to  many  of  our 
readers.  Alluding  to  the  employment  of  different 
modifications  of  the  lever  in  the  construction  of  the 
animal  term,  Dr.  Golding  Bird  says,  "  We  have  no 
instance  of  the  occurrence  of  the  inclined  plane  or  its 
modifications  in  the  skeleton;  the  sacrum  is  certainly 
not  an  example  of  the  wedge,  notwithstanding  its 
figure.  The  only  approach  to  a  wedge  in  animal 
structure  which  I  am  acquainted  with,  is  the  bony 
apparatus,  discovered  by  Sir  Philip  Egerton,  in  the 
neek  of  the  ichthyosaurus,  an  extinct  antediluvian 
reptile.  Three  wedge-like  bones  have  been  described 
by  him  as  connected  with  the  cervical  vertebras,  and 
fitting  into  spaces  between  them;  these  wedges  are 
supposed  to  hsjee  been  withdrawn  when  the  animal 
flexed  the  bead  upon  the  trunk,  and  to  be  introduced 
between  bodies  of  the  vertebras  when  the  head  was 
raised ;  so  as  to  diminish  that  vast  muscular  effort, 
which  would  otherwise   be  required,   to  keep  the 


end  disproportions  heads  of  these  animal* 


The  anther  deletes  a  chert  chapter  to  organic 
electricity,  in  which  he  gives  some  account  of  the 
torpedo,  gymnotus,  stlurus,  and  other  electric  fishes, 
and  alludes  to  the  development  of  electricity  in  the 
batrachians  and  certain  annelids  and  insects.  On  the 
electricity  of  warm-blooded  animals,  the  moat  recent  . 
statements  noticed  ere  those  of  Mattenei,  fromwboee 
experiments  it  would  appear  u  that  electric  currents, 
capable  of  being  detected  by  the  multiplier,  exist 
between  the  liver  and  stomach  of  newly  killed 
animals."  These  currents  are  said  to  disappear 
entirely  on  dividing  the  spinal  marrow.  An  experi- 
ment of  Professor  Prevent,  who,  by  transfixing  a  nerve 
with  a  steel  needle,  end  then  irritating  the  animal  se- 
as to  cause  contraction  of  the  limb,  succeeded  in 
rendering  the  needle  magnetic  by  the  consequent 
electric  discharge,  is  also  mentioned.  The  attributing; 
of  the  flame  with  which  the  poetic  imagination  of 
Virgil  invests  the  head  of  Ascaniue  to  electricity,  can 
be  regarded  only  as  a  singularly  curious  corrnscstien 
of  this  oft-perverted  faculty;  for  which  however  Dr. 
Golding  Bird  is  not  answerable. 

For  some  speculations  on  the  subject  of  animal 
electricity,  which  the  author  of  them  dignifies  with  the 
name  of  researches,  we  may  refer  to  a  work  by  Dr. 
Coudret,  a  Preach  phyetdan,  entitled  "  Recherehes 
Meflee-PhTiiotogiques  sur  l'Hectridtf  Animate,**  e  ' 
notice  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  eight!  volume  of 
the  British  and  Foreign  Medical  Review. 

The  chapters  on  magnetism,  electricity,  light, 
polarised  light,  and  thexmoties,  are  decidedly  the  bent 
part  of  the  work,  and  abound  In  useful  and  highly 
interesting  information,  llie  account  of  the  dagueiw*. 
type  and'  other  photographic  instruments  is  also  fttU 
of  curious  matter.  Numerous  and  well-selected  wood 
cuts,  for  the  illustration  of  the  several  subjects  treated 
of,  have  not  been  snared  wherever  they  could  be 
useful,  or  assist  in  making  the  subject  matter  more 
clear,  and  add  greatly  to  the  value  of  the  work.  We 
can  assure  our  readers  that  they  will  derive  not  merely  * 
instruction,  but  instruction  conveyed  in  a  most 
attractive  form,  from  the  perusal  of  Dr.  Bird's  work,  a 
combination  of  the  tsfti*  ens*  dufce  which  is  of  more 
importance  than  many  writers  would  appear  to  t 


EFFECTS  OP  MALARIA  ON  TEETOTALLERS. 

to  thx  editou  of  thx  provincial  medical  and 
surgical  journal. 
Sir, 
In  the  ProvmcudM*du*l  Journal  for  January  6th,. 
you  did  me  the  honour  to  publish  some  observations 
of  mine  upon  "  The  typhus  fever  which  prevails  in 
the  Fens  of  Lincolnshire,"  wherein  I  stated  the  fol- 
lowing:-" It  may  ^^%&&Q%  ""**' 
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tiuUtto-mofsnlifrAjom  mrtHMisfnater  sane ngatthe 
teetotallers  than  antonnnt  those,  who  do  net  pJbsem 
total  abstinence  from  stimulants;  they  appear  to  hare , 
no  stamina  left,  and  the  shock  is  too  much  for  their 
system  to  bear :  they  also  suffer  severely  from  malaria, 
Ac.  Ac/1* 

Mn,  Eden,  of  Liverpool,  in  a  late  number,  calk  upon 
me<  to  subotantiate  the  facta  from  which  I  conclude 
that  labourers  are  more  liable  to  talqe  ox  die  of  typhus 
by  being  teetotallers. 

I  beg  to  state  there  is  nothing  improbabley  neither  is 
there  any  fallacy  in  the  above  remarks,  nor  were 
they  committed  to  paper  before  they  had  been  well 
considered  and  founded  upon  actual  observation.  I 
awnotsmaslaritt  this  opinion*  many  of  my  medical 
frissjdft«aft>and  am  wilting  to  testify  to  the  (ruth  of  it 
Nevertheless  the  statement  appears  to  have. given 
offence  to  the  toast  and  water  folks,  for  I  have  lately 
had  several  temperance  publications  forwarded  to  me, 
such  as  "  the  National  Temperance  Advocate  and 
Herald,'*  Ac,  no  doubt  with  good  intentions.  These 
theoretical  productions,  however,  will  have  but  link 
chasate  against  an  established  fact,  (for  facts  are 
stubborn  things),  that  teetotallers  are  more  liable  to  an 
attack  of  typhus,  and  with  greater  probability  of  a 
fatal  termination,  than  those  who  do  not  totally  abstain 
from  stimulants ;  and  I  think,  before  the  conclusion  of 
this  letter,  I  shall  adduce  sufficient  proof   of  my 


It  wall  be  necessary  in  the  first  place  to  remark,  that 
w«  dwell  here  in  a  low,  flat,  marshy  district,  where 
we  have  an  abundance  of  stagnant  water ;  the  air  is 
also  vitiated  by  obnoxious  gasses,  the  production  of 
vegetable  decomposition.  Now  this  state  of  the  atmos- 
phere is  worse  at  certain  times  than  at  others,  and  has 
a  peculiar  and  powerful  effect  upon  the  population ; 
it  sratrntea  the  strength,  racks  tint  body  with  pain, 
and  gives  to  the  sufferers  a  yellow  and  cadaverous 
look,  and  makes  them  pitiable  indeed.  A  person  in 
this  state  we  say  is  suffering  from  malaria,  the  most 
powerful  enemy  the  advocates  of  teetotalism  have  to 
contend  with.  It  does  not  attack  aH  persons  indis- 
criminately, but  lurks  about  to  find  victims  whom  it 
may  devour;  it  passes  stealthily,  thief-tike*  through  the 
abodes  of  wealth  sad,  plenty,  and  there  observes  the 
whole  of  the  inmates,  from  the  lordly  master  down  to 
the  rosy-cheeked  scullery-maid  :  it  sees  their  happy 
countenances,  and  hears  their  joyous  laugh  with 
horror,  and  shrinks  away  rapidly  from  a  place  which 
would  soon  annihilate  it.  But  let  us  change  the  scene, 
and  see,— in  the  t  pooraad  mhMusa»leeottaa^  witn 
of  mud,  and  windows  all  in  pieces,  and  with  scarce  a 
burning  ember  in  the  grate, — there  sits  an  emaciated 
and  nrieerable  looking  man*  who  has  Just  returned 
from  his  daily  labour,  and.  has  taken  his  accustomed 
meal  of  bread,  potatoes,  and  water ;  on  the  table  lies 
the  Temperance  Journal;  he  has  been  reading  an 
article  which  promises  protection  to  his  debilitated 
frame.  Malaria  now  enters  and  seises  its  victim  by 
the  nervous  system,  prostrates  his  physical  powers,  and 
rules  predominant  in  his  weskening  body.  In  this  state 
he  generally  applies  to  his  medical  attendant,  who 
administers  judiciously  stimulants,  bark,  and  nutritious 
diet,  and  soon  restores  him  again  to  a  state  of  good 
The  above  is  not  an  overdrawn  picture,  but  of 
•  Jtosstaeift*  Jftdfesi  Ssareel,  ret  vii,p.  MB. 


daily  otctisrwise.  fdrseta  *WmW*^*W  #P<rf 
vegstabfo.diet  and  /avosa  stimulants  altogether  are* 
more  frequently  attacked  with  malaria  than  those  who; 
do  not.  We  have  ample  proofs  of  this  every  day,  and  a 
stimulant  cautiously  administered  is  a  certaju  enrev 
When  an  individual  is  suffering  from  malaria  he  is  in  - 
the  most  favourable  state  for  an  attack  of  typhus 
fever,  owing  to  the  extreme  weakness  caused  by  the 
malaria:  alow  diet  and  total  abstinence  from  stimu- 
lants which  induces  this,  is,  and  must  be  injurious. 
The  marshy  districts  are^hs,  very  worst  for  teetotallers 
to  dwell  in.  We  have  no.  springs,  all  the  water  we 
drink  is  what  is  called  soakage  water,  and  is  full  of 
aaimakulae ;  and  it  is  utterly  impossible  that  any  person 
can  for  any  length  of  time  continue  to  drink  it  with 
impunity. 

A  medical  friend  of  mine  told  me  that  he  had 
been  attending  *  patient  who.  had  received  a  severe 
wound  of  the  band,  which  did  not  go  on  .very 
favourably,  but  assumed  an  unhealthy  appearance. 
The  patient  was  low  and  nervous,  indeed  had  all  the 
symptoms' of  malaria  about  him.  He  enquired  if  he 
took  stimulants;  the  patient  in  astonishment  said, 
"  Oh  no*  I  have  taken  the  plefy."  "  Then,"  said  my 
friend,  "  You  must  do  so,  or  I  shall  never  cure  yen." 
He  therefore  commenced  taking  a  pint  of  porter 
daily;  the  improvement  was  soon  visible,  the 
patient's  countenance '  brightened  up,  the  wound 
"became  healthy  and  rapidly  healed,  and  the  symp- 
toms of  mamria  fled  as  if  by  magic.  I  believe  the 
patient  •  is  quite  sstssied  with  the  toast  and  water,  and 
has  no  inclination  to  return  to  it. 

A  teetotaller  has  but  little  chance  when  attacked  with 
typhus ;  he  cannot  withstand  the  depressing  power  of  the 
fever  during  its  first  stage.  The  second  stage,  or  that  of 
excitement,  does  not  come  on  so  soon  in  them  as  it  does 
in  others,  and  when  it  does,  they  frequently  become 
comatose  and  die;  and  this  fact  I  have  repeatedly 
observed  over  and  over  again.  I  feel  myself  justified 
in  the  statement  I  have  made,  that  the  mortality  from 
typhus  is  greater  among  teetotallers  than  among  those 
who  do  not  observe  total  abstinence.  I  do  not  wish  to  be 
misunderstood.  I  am  no  advocate  for  drunkenness,  far 
from  it ;  it  is  the  abuse,  and  not  the  use  of  stimulants, 
that  I  would  condemn.  I  consider  that  every  man  who 
undergoes  great  bodily  exertion  requires  something 
more  than  water,  (at  least  such  as  we  can  get,)  and  that 
a  pint  of  home-brewed  ale  daily  is  not  too  much  for 
him  ;  indeed,  the  need  of  this  is  greater  when  we  con- 
sider the  small  quantity  of  animal  food  the  poor 
labourer  is  able  to  procure.  There  is  no  comparison 
between  the  teetotaller  and  the  man  who  takes  his 
accustomed  glass  Of  ale  daily :  the  former  has  malaria, 
and  all  the  horrors  of  an  approaching  sever  depicted  in 
bis  countenance ;  whilst  in  the  firm  and  manly  face 
of  the  latter  we  can  read  the  enjoyment  of  robust 
health ;  his  limbs  are  limbs  indeed,  the  muscles  are 
fully  and  firmly  developed,  and  he  is  capable  of  great 
and  eussnsmed  eaertiou.  I  think  I  has*  trespassed 
quite  sufibnently  una*  your  cetnutns,  *»d  will  not 
therefore  extend  this  letter.  I  haws  but  little  time  for 
controversy,  and  certainly  little  inclination,  and  must 
beg  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

EDWIN  MORRIS. 
Spalding,  March  29, 1844. 
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GLOUCESTERSHIREMEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

TO  THE  1PITO*  OF  THB  PEOVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND 
SUEQICAL  JOUEMAL. 

Sin, 
I  mo  instructed  to  request  tint  70a  wHl  give  insertion 
to  the  foUowing  account  of  proceedings  at  a  quarterly 
meeting  of  the  Gloucestershire  Medical  and  Surgical 
Association,  held  at  Stroud,  in  thiscounty,  on  Thursday, 
the  4th  instant. 

I  beg  leave  to  remain,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

THOMAS  HICKES, 

Gloucester,  April  25, 1844.  Hon.  Sec 

The  usual  business  having  been  transacted,  the 
President,  Mr.  Wilton,  said  that  it  was  now  necessary 
for  him  to  inform  the  Association,  that  circumstances 
had  arisen  which  would  interfere  with  their  proposed 
plan  of  holding  occasional  meetings  at  the  County 
Infirmary.  He  reminded  them,  that  at  the  annual 
meeting  in  October  last,  it  was  proposed  that  additional 
meetings  should  be  held  for  the  purpose  of  improving 
professional  knowledge,  by  reading  original  papers  on 
subjects  connected  with  medical  and  surgical  science, 
the  exhibition  of  specimens,  morbid  or  natural, 
drawings,  dec,  &c*  dec,  and  that  such  meetings  should 
take  place  at  the  Gloucester  Infirmary,  and  at  other 
institutions  of  a  similar  character  in  the  county.  In 
consequence  of  the  approval  of  this  proposition,  he 
stated,  that  as  President  of  the  Association  and  Senior 
Surgeon  of  the  Infirmary,  he  had  applied  to  the  Weekly 
Board  of  Governors  of  that  Institution  for  the  ase  of  a 
room,  which  was  immediately  granted,  and  that  a 
similar  request  had  been  made  to  the  Governors  of 
the  Cheltenham  General  Hospital,  which  was  also 
acceded  to. 

The  first  meeting  was  accordingly  held  in  the  Glou- 
cester Infirmary  on  the  second  of  November  (the 
month  following.) 

The  second  meeting  was  fixed  for  the  15th  February, 
some  days  previous  to  which,  the  following  communi- 
cation was  received  by  him  from  Mr.  Hill,  the  Secretary 
to  the  Gloucester  Infirmary. 

(Extract  from  the  minute*  of  the  Weekly  Beard, 
February  8. 1844.) 

"  An  intimation  having  been  made  to  this  Board, 
that  a  meeting  of  the  Gloucestershire  Medical  and 
Surgical  Association  is  proposed  to  be  held  at  this 
Infirmary : — 

"  Resolved,— That  Mr.  Wilton,  Senior  Surgeon  to 
the  Institution,  be  requested  to  attend  the  Board  on 
Thursday  next,  and  that  he  will  be  kind  enough,  on 
that  occasion,  to  explain  such  particulars,  as  may  enable 
the  Board  to  form  a  decision,  as  to  the  propriety  of 
affording  the  use  of  a  room  in  the  establishment  for 
such  purpose. 

"  Ordered  that  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution  be 
forwarded  to  Mr.  Wilton." 

(Extract  from  the  minute*  0/  the  Weekly  Board, 
February  15M.) 

"  Mr.  Wilton  attended  this  Board,  as  requested  by 
the  Governors  on  Thursday  last,  and  leaving  satisfied 
them  thai  an  assent  bad  been  given,  some  time  since, 
to  the  occsskmal  use  of  the  Committee  room  for  the 


accommodation  of  the  Gloucestershire  Medical  and 
Surgical  Association,  whose  purposes  are  the  improve- 
ment of  professional  knowledge,  by  reading  papers  on 
subjects  connected  with  Medical  and  Surgical  Science, 
the  exhibition  of  specimens,  morbid  and  natural^ 
drawings,  Ac  &c.  Ac. 

"  Resolved,— That  the  Board  now  assembled  readily 
assent  to  the  use  of  the  Committee-room  for  the  par* 
pose  specified,  end  regret  that  a  minute  was  not 
ordered  to  be  made  on  their  records,  that  such  assent 
bad   been   obtained   by   Mr.  Wilton   on  a  former 


At  the  close  of  the  meeting  at  which  the  above 
resolution  was  passed,  Mr.  Wilton  said,  that  ee 
discovered  that  those  of  his  colleagues  who  were 
not  members  of  the  Association,  and  who  constitute* 
one  half  of  the  Medical  Staff  of  the  Infirmary,, 
felt  themselves  deeply  aggrieved  by  not  having 
been  consulted  by  him,  previous  to  his  application  to> 
the  Governors.  He  thereupon  immediataly  expressed 
to  those  gentlemen,  his  unfeigned  regret  that  there 
should  have  been  any  apparent  omission  of  courtesy 
towards  them,  such  omission  being  quite  unintentional* 
He  also  represented  that  he  had  only  pursued  the- 
course  adopted  by  the  late  Senior  Physician  of  the 
Infirmary,  who  had,  in  February,  1841,  obtained  for 
the  Association,  from  the  Weekly  Board,  the  privilege 
of  meeting  in  the  committee-room.  Although  they 
admitted  that  they  believed  his  declaration  that  no 
offence  was  intended,  they  have  nevertheless  remained 
dissatisfied,  and  insisted  that  he  should  again  apply  to 
the  Board  to  suspend  the  permission  which  it  had 
granted. 

The  President  observed,  that  acting  as  he  did  for  the 
Association,  he  had  clearly  no  right  to  surrender  the 
privilege  he  had  obtained  for  it;  and  he  therefore 
declined  to  secede  to  this  demand  of  his  colleague*. 
The  meeting  of  the  Association  was  accordingly  held 
in  the  committee*eom  of  the  Infirmary  on  the 
evening  of  the  same  day. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Governors  was  attended 
by  the  whole  medical  staff,  excepting  himself.  Those 
gentleman  had  prepared  the  foUowing  address  to  the 
Weekly  Board:— 

(Extract  from  the  minute*  ofithe  Weekfy  Board, 
February  22nd.) 
"  Gloucester  Infirmary,  Feb.  21, 1944. 

"  We,  the  undersigned,  members  of  the  Medical 
Board,  beg  respectfully  to  request  of  the  Weekly- 
Board  that  they  will  suspend  the  confirmation  of  their 
minute,  allowing  the  use  of  the  Committee-room  for 
the  purposes  of  the  Gloucestershire  Medical  and 
Surgical  Association.  We  make  this  request  because 
the  application  having  been  made,  and  the  assent  of 
the  Weekly  Board  obtained,  without  our  knowledge, 
we  feel  that  some  time  may  be  fairly  required  for 
deliberation,  thereby  to  enable  us  to  present  our 
opinion  to  the  Board  upon  a  measure  of  such 
importance. 

"Signed, 

"  Thomas  Evans,  M.D. 
"  Ralph  Flbtcheh,  M.D. 
"  W.  H.  Flbtombe, 

M  T.  C.  BVOHAKAH. 

M  ALVmmD  Joshua  Woobv 
"The  foregoing  address  having  been  cojueearedVit 
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wss  proposed  by  Dr.  Evans,  tend  seconded  by  Mr. 
FuUjames,  that  the  coOfirtoatioa  of  the  minute  in 
question  he  suspended  until  the  farther  opinion  of 
the  abovennmcd  medical  gentlemen  shall  fcave  been 
obtained. 

"  An  amendment  baring  been  moved  by  Mr.  Sage, 
and  seconded  by  Mr.  Turner,  '  that  the  said  minute 
be  this  day  confirmed,'  and  the  Chairman  having  taken 
the  sense  of  the  Board  npon  the  respective  proposi- 
tions, that  gentleman  declared  the  previous  question 
to  have  been  carried.  (The  five  medical  officers 
who  signed  the  address  voting  in  the  majority.) 
"  Ordered  that  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  proceedings  be 
transmitted  to  Mr.  Wilton  by  the  Secretary." 

At  the  succeeding  meeting  of  the  Weekly  Board 
neither  of  those  medical  officers  who  are  members  of 
the  Association  were  present.  The  following  letters 
were  presented  to  that  meeting  :— 

{Extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  Weekly  Board, 

February  29th.) 

u  Gloucester  Infirmary,  Feb.  27, 1844. 

"  (1.)  To  the  Governors  of  the  Infirmary  assembled  at 

the  Weekly  Board. 

"  The  Medical  Board  beg  respectfully  to  express 
their  opinion,  that  should  the  Governors  allow  the  use 
of  the  Infirmary,  or  any  part  of  it,  to  the  Gloucester- 
shire Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  the  meetings 
of  such  Association,  being  held  for  purposes  connected 
with  the  Medical  Profession,  shall  take  place  under 
such  regulations  as  the  Medical  Board  may  decide  to 
be  advisable,  a  privilege  to  which,  with  submission,  they 
think  themselves  fairly  entitled. 

"The  Medical  Board  feel,  and  have  always  felt, 
great  pleasure  in  rendering  this  hospital  available  far 
the  pnmmtfoaof  the  object*  of  Medical  Science,  and 
have  ever  made  it  of  easy  access  to  the  members  of 
Oxdr  Profession." 

"  (2.)  To  the  Governors  of  the  Gloucester  Infirmary,  at 
their  Weekly  Board,  Peb.  29, 1844. 
"  Gentlem««*r-I  understand  a  Report  will  be  pre* 


i  to  yen  this  day  from  the  Medical  Board  relating 
te/ftbe  meetings  of  the  Gloucestershire  Medical  and 
Suegical  Association  in  the  Infirmary. 

"I  beg  to  remind  yon,  that  on  Thursday  last  a  pro- 
position  of  Dr.  Evans's  was  carried,  wliich  referred  the 
subject  in  question  to  those  of  your  medical  officers 
there  named,  and  of  which  I  was  not  one.  I  did  net, 
therefore,  attend  the  deliberative  meetings  of  my 
colleagues,  and  am  no  party  to  the  report  this  day 
presented  to  you,  in  the  name  of  the  Medical  Board. 
M I  remain,  Gentlemen, 
M  Your  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

«  JOHN  W.  WILTON." 

••The  above  letter  having  been  considered,  it  wee 
resolved  (two  dissentients),  that  it  is  the  opinion  ef 
this  meeting  that  the  Weekly  Board  have  not  tbe  power 
to  grant  the  use  of  this  (cenunHtee)  room,  or  any  pert 
of  the  hospital,  for  any  purposes  not  directly  or  imme- 
diately connected  with  the  objects  of  this  institution.- 

The  Medical  Officers  present  voted  in  support  of  this 


This  communication  from  the  President  gave  rise 
to  a  very  animated  discussion,  and  the  following 
resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted. 

Reserved -1.  That  the  honour,  arwitt  es  the  legi- 


timate interests  and  objects  of  the  medical  profession, 
are  seriously  compromised  by  the  recent  proceeding* 
at  the  Gloucester  Infirmary,  relative  to  the  scientific 
meetings  of  this  Association. 

2.  That  the  Weekly  Board  of  the  Infirmary,  in 
deciding  that 'Mthae  not  the  power*  to  grant  the  nso 
of  the  committee-room  for  professional  meetings,  on 
the  ground  that  eueh  meeting*  are  not  "  directly  and 
immediately  ccsmcctcd  with  the  objects  of  the  Infirmary" 
has  taken  a  limited  view  of  the  objects  of  such  meetings, 
and  adopted  a  course  at  variance  with  the  usage  of 
other  county  Infirmaries,  and  with  that  readiness  to 
promote  the  advancement  of  medical  science  which 
ordinarily  distinguishes  the  Governors  of  these  excellent 
institutions. 

3.  That  this  decision  cannot  be  considered  as 
expressing  the  deliberate  opinion  of  the  great  body  of 
the  Governors,  but  as  sn  act  instigated  and  promoted 
by  thorn  Medical  Officer*  of  the  Infirmary  who  are 
not  members  o/  this  Association. 

4.  That  the  Medical  Officers  of  the  Infirmary,  who 
proposed  to  control  the  internal  regulations  of  a  Society* 
of  which  they  are  not  members,  (in  case  the  Governors 
had  confirmed  the  grant  of  the  committee-room  for  its 
meetings,)  have  entirely  mistaken  their  position,  and 
hare  claimed  an  authority  to  which  they  are  neither 
personally  nor  officially  entitled  j  and  that  the  grant  of 
the  room,  coupled  with  such  an  extraordinary  con- 
dition, could  not  have  been  accepted  by  the  Association. 

5.  That  the  attempt  of  these  gentlemen  to  throw  tht 
eats?  of  the  refusal  cm  the  Weekly  Board  is  fully 
understood  by  this  Association;  and  that  their  warm 
professions  of  ■  willingness  to  render  the  Hospital 
available  to  science,  and  easy  of  access  to  the  pro- 
fession, are  unsupported  by  facts,  and  in  direct  oppo- 
sition to  their  conduct  on  the  present  occasion. 

6.  That  the  whole  transaction  affords  a  fresh  proof  of 
the  evils  arising  from  the  lamentable  want  of  union 
and  co-operation  among  medical  practitioners;  and 
that  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  Governors  of  em 
Infirmary,  or  any  other  public  body,  should  decline  to 
aid  the  pursuits  of  a  profession,  the  members  of  which 
are  aeen  to  be  actuated  by  narrow  views  or  illiberal 
motives. 

7.  That  this  Association  is  anxious  to  express  its 
sense  of  the  honourable  and  independent  conduct  of 
the  President,  J.  W.  Wilton,  Esq.,  and  its  regret  that 
he  should  have  been  subjected  to  such  ungenerous 
treatment  by  his  colleagues  at  the  Infirmary,  who  can 
only  allege,  by  way  of  excuse,  that  he  inadvertently 
omitted  to  consult  them  before  applying  to  the  Weekly 
Board  for  the  use  of  the  oommittee-room. 

8.  That  the  next  meeting  (for  scientific  purposes) 
be  held  on  Thursday,  the  9th  of  May*  at  the  Gloucester 
Dispensary,  to  which  the  Committee  and  Medical 
Officers  of  that  institution  have  obligingly  assented. 

9.  That  these  resolutions,  with  a  copy  of  the  pro- 
ceedings at  the  Gloucester  Infirmary,  be  forwarded  to 
the  Editors  of  the  London  Medical  Gazette,  the 
Lancet,  and  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  with  a  request  that  they  will  have  the  goodness 
to  publish  them ;  and  that  copies  of  the  whole  com- 
munication  be  circulated  among  the  Governors  of  the 
Infirmary,  and  the  medical  practitioners  of  the  county 
of  Gloucester. 
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BjEVMSPECT. 


<*   -•»    1., 


'0"iq    Slif   J*  tut*    hhm»w"  vi<  him  <i'i  "    i  [\  ii     '     ■■ 

to  i»»i«Dpwa/OF,i^l^JWV^QM^,iMywcAfr.  and 

;,..!»  '•SVaOSqftL  0O9B9t&L..:  • 

Sir, 

Pfcrmft  nie  ttf  reimesC  your  rendren  toe  snag  are  a  letter 
from-  Mr.  &*e*g*«fGins;,  of  Bath,  dated  December  8, 
1841,  and  published  in  the,  3rd  volume  of  the  Pro- 
vtncto/  JeWr»a7,  with  that  bearing  hie  aignntm*  in  this 
motorng*s  number* 

I  may  say  of  both  theM  oommirtricaaious  what  you 
very  justly  observed  of  the.  first  t  they  «xe  veaUy  mat- 
ters of  curiosity— -literary  phenomena— professional 
monstrosities ! 

A'  little  more  than  two  years  since  we  saw  this 
eccentric  gentlemen  defending* the  Poor  LawGommis^ 
sioners  on  the  most  indefensible  pais*  of  their  medical 
arrangements,  Justifying  the  tm&t*  ataf  emtmeteyetem, 
and  declaring  that  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  Cons* 
missioners  were  "circulated  to  keep  wp'tbe  dignity  of 
the  profession  rather  than  to  degrade  its  members.'' 
But  now  that  the  Commissioner*  are  beginning  to  act 
more  justly  to  the  profession,  and  more  humanely  to 
the  sick  poor,  we  find  that  Mr.  George  King  takes  the 
opposite  ground,  and  attacks  them  for  calling  in  the 
aid  of  the  College  of'  Physician*  to  protect  the  objects 
of  their  charge. 

Mr.  George  King  now  talks  of  the  advantage  of 
a  Medical  Commissioner.  Should  such  an  office  be 
determined  on  by  the  Legislature,  let  the  Profession 
take  good  care  that  no  one  shall  obtain  the  appoint- 
ment who,  on  the  one  hand,  might  oppress  the  regular 
-practitioner,  by  again  establishing  the  unrrersaily 
reprobated  principle  of  pecuniary  competition  for 
Medical  Offices;  and  on  the  other  hand,  patronise 
those  who  may  find  it  convenient  and  economical  to 
physic  the  unfortunate  paupers  with  Hahnemannic 
granules. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A  PROVINCIAL  SURGEON. 
April  24, 1844. 


RETROSPECT. 


ON  THE  EFFECTS  OF  OPIUM  ON  THE  INFANT  SUBJECT. 

An  excellent  paper  on  this  subject  has  been  pub- 
lished by  Dr.  John  B.  Beck.  He  remarks,  that  with 
regard  to  the  effects  of  opium  on  the  young,  there  are 
two  facts  which  seem  to  be  well  established — the  first, 
that  it  acts  with  much  greater  energy  on  the  infant 
than  it  does  on  the  adult ;  and  the  second,  that  it  is 
more  uncertain  in  its  action  on  the  infant  than  on  the 
adult.  It  is  in  consequence  of  these  peculiarities  that 
eren  the  smallest  quantities  hare  not  unfrequently 
produced  fatal  results.  The  causes  of  the  peculiar 
energy  and  uncertainty  with  which  opium  acts  on  the 
infant  subject  would  seem  to  be  the  following : — 

In  the  jnt  place,  the  great  difference  in  the  physical 
organization  of  the  infant  and  the  adult,  jri  the 
young  subject  the  brain  and  nervous  system  are  much 
more  impressible,  and  the  slightest  caused  as  we 
know,  will  sometimes  derange  them.  Besides,  in  the 
infant,  the  circulation  is  more  rapid — there  is  a  greater 
proportionate  quantity  of  blood  circulating  in  the 
brain,  and  hence  a  much  greater  tendency  to  cerebral 
detenninatkme.     Prom  these    peculiarities  in  the 


organisation  qf  .the,  infant,  it  happens  (hat  convulsions 
are  so  much  more  common  w.  the  early  periods  of 
life.  Thus,  for  example,  the  irritation  of  teething— 
of  worms  or  crude  matter  in,  the  iptestines,  is  fre-  "" 
ouently  followed  by  convulsions.  Intermittent  fever, 
which  in  the  adult  commences  with  a  chill,  in  the 
child  is  frequently  ushered  in  by  a  convulsion.  Scarlet 
ferex,  too,  in  the  child  not  unfrequently  commences 
with  a  convulsion,  while  in  the  adult  Dr.  Beck  has 
never  witnessed  such,  an  occurrence.  Now,  with  such 
peculiar  predispositions  characterizing  the  system  in 
infancy,  it  may  readily  be  conceived  bow  it  is  that 
such  an  article  as  opium  should  act  witlj  more  power 
at  that  period  than  in  after  life.  ,.,  , 

la  thejscond  place,  the  difference  in  the  tempera- 
ment or  constitution  of  infants.  In  the  adult,  we  know 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  opium  differs  greatly  in  its 
effects  in  different  constitutions.  Thus,  as  a  general 
rule,  the  sanguine  temperament  does  not  appear  to 
bear  the  use  of  this  drug  as  well  as  the  melancholic  or 
the  nervous.  In  the  former,  it  is  much  more  apt  to 
produce  cerebral  disturbance,  and  in  large  doses  is 
more  likely  to  prove  injurious.  Now,  infants  differ 
from  one  another,  as  much,  if  not  more,  than  adults, 
in  these  peculiarities  of  constitution,  and,  as  a  matter 
of  course,  the  difference  in  the  effects  of  this  article 
must  be  greater.  Besides,  as  these  peculiarities  and 
differences  can  only  be  detected  by  actual  experience, 
and  as  we  cannot  of  necessity  have  the  same  benefit  of 
experience  in  the  case  of  infants,  it  is  obvious  that  the 
difficulty  of  justly  appreciating  the  action  of  this  drug 
on  the  infant  must  be  greatly  increased.  A  greater  or 
less  degree  of  uncertainty,  therefore,  must  necessarily 
from  this  cause  attend  its  use  in  the  early  periods  of 
life. 

In  the  third  place,  the  actual  state  of  the  system  as 
to  disease.  There  is  no  circumstance  which  modifies 
the  effect  of  opium  in  so  great  a  degree  as  this.  In  the 
adult  we  see  this  continually.  In  some  conditions  of 
the  system  even  small  doses  produce  the  most  unplea- 
sant effects,  while  in  other  conditions,  immense 
quantities  may  be  given  with  little  or  no  effect;  thus, 
for  example,  when  severe  pain  or  spasm  are  present, 
quantities  of  this  article  can  be  borne,  which  under 
other  circumstances  would  prove  exceedingly  injurious. 
As  illustrative  of  this,  an  interesting  case  related  by  Dr. 
Percival  is  quoted,  fte  states  that  a  young  man  was 
admitted  into  the  Manchester  Hospital  on  account  of 
a  violent  spasmodic  disease  which  recurred  periodically ' 
in  the  evening,  and  after  trials  of  various  remedies, 
doses  of  opium  sufficiently  large  to  mitigate  the  violence 
of  the  paroxysm  were  ordered,  and  he  took  twenty-two 
.grains  every  night  during  a  week,  without  producing 
any  soporific  effect.  On  the  eighth  night  he  had  no 
return  of  the  spasm : — he  nevertheless  took  the  opium, 
and  in  the  morning  was  found  dead.  In  this  case  a 
great  and  sudden  change  had  unquestionably  taken 
place  in  the  nervous  system  of  the  patient,  and  to 
this  must  be  ascribed  the  difference  of  effect.  If 
in.  the  adult  the  state  of  the  system  makes  such  a 
wide  difference  in  the  effects  of  this  article,  how  much 
more  so  must  all  this  be  the  case  in  the  sensitive 
infant;  and  it  is  by  not  duly  regarding  this,  that 
such  unexpected  results  sometimes  follow  from  the  use 
of  opium.  Thus,  for  example,  a  child  labouring  under 
the  acute  pain  of  colic  will  tolerate  doses  which  in 


uraospscT* 


tkc  ordinary  condition  of  the  system  might  prof* 


There  to  one  condition  of  the  young  subject  parti- 
cularly in  which  thto  remedy  is  frequently  retorted 
to,  in  which  this  is  strikingly  illustrated,  —  thai 
state  of  exhaustion  which  arises  from  diarrhoea  and 
ether  bowel  complaints.  In  this  state  the  head  is  very 
apt  to  become  affected,  and  if  opium  be  given  with  a 
view  of  checking  the  intestinal  discharges,  not  unfre* 
euently  insensibility  gradually  creeps  over  the  little 
sufferer,  and  in  a  short  time  death  is  the  result;  and 
this,  too,  even  when  the  quantity  used  has  been 
apparently  adapted  with  great  nicety  to  the  wants  of 
the  case.  Every  observing  practitioner  must  have 
witnessed  such  instances.  Now  in  many  cases  of 
this  kind  there  can  be  no  question  that  the  child  sinks 
under  the  sedative  influence  of  the  opium;  and  the 
reason  is  that,  in  the  exhausted  state  brought  on  by 
the  disease,  the  system  succumbs  much  more  readily 
to  the  narcotic  effects  of  this  article  than  it  does  in 
other  conditions.  ' 

The  foregoing  considerations  appear  sufficient 
to  account  for  the  greater  power,  as  well  as  uncer- 
tainty in  the  action  of  opium,  on  the  infant  than  on 
the  adult— Niw  York  Journal  of  Medicine. 

CAUTIONS  ON  TRB  XMPLOVMBNT  OF  OPIUM  I2f 
INFANTS. 

*  1.  Its  use  should  be  avoided  a*  much  at  possible 
in  the  young  subject.  I  will  not  say,  observes  Dr. 
Beck,  that  it  ought  to  be  interdicted  altogether, 
because  if  used. with  discretion,  it  is  a  remedy  of 
great  value  in  many  of  the  diseases  of  infants,  but 
It  should  never  be  used  unless  there  exists  a  strong 
end  manifest  neoessky  for' It 

2.  Great  caution  should  be  exercised  in  the  form  in 
which  it  is  administered.  No  preparation  should  ever 
be  used  which  U  not  of  a  known  and  determined 
strength*  In  England,  the  syrup  of  poppies  is  the 
preparation  most  used  for  children.  In  this  country 
it  is  also  used,  but  not  to  the  same  extent.  This  is  a 
pleasant  and  mild  opiate,  and  on  these  accounts  is 
well  adapted  for  children.  It  is  liable,  however,  to 
great  objections.  Besides  being  apt  to  ferment  and 
spoil,  it  is  very  variable  in  Us  strength.  On  this 
account  it  is  really  a  very  dangerous  article ;  and  many 
cases  are  recorded  in  which  fatal  results  have  followed 
the  use  of  it,  even  in  moderate  doses.  Another 
objection  is,  that  it  is  liable  to  sophistication.  Thus  a 
mixture  of  laudanum  and  simple  svrupt  hat  sometimes 
been  sold  for  it  In  the  London  Medical  Gazette, 
(May,  1831,  p.  253),  a  case  is  related  where  a  child 
died  in  consequence  of  a  small  dose  of  this  latter 
compound  having  been  given  by  the  mother,  who  had 
previously  given  the  same  quantity  of  the  pure  syrup  of 
poppies  with  advantage. 

The  best  preparations  for  children  are  laudanum 
and  eUxir  paregoric.  These  are  of  known  strength, 
and  susceptible  of  division  into  the  minutest  doses. 
Dover's  powder  is  another  preparation  which  may  be 
given  to  children.  It  may  readily  be  divided  into  the 
smallest  doses,  and  it  seems  to  act  much  more  mildly 
than  equivalent  doses  of  simple  opium.  It  need 
hardly  be  stated,  that  all  such  articles  ss  Godfrey's 
Cordial,  Dalby's  Carminative,  Ac,  should  be  totally 
discarded   from    regular    practice.      Besides   being 


in  their  strength,  and  on  that  account 
exeeedsugfy  objectionable,  the  sanction  thus  given  to 
them  encourages  their  use  by  persons  out  of  the  pro- 
fession, who  cannot  .be  supposed  to  be  scquainted 
with  the  dangerous  effects  of  opium  on  the  infant 
system. 

3.  In  very  young  subjects  we  should  never  begin 
the  use  of  this  article,  except  in  very  small  doses* 
Although  most  practical  writers  lay  down  cautions, 
about  the  use  of  opium  in  these  cases,  yet  it  does  not 
appear  to  me  that  these  cautions  are  sufficiently, 
precise.  Moat  of  these  writers  specify  doses  as 
suiteUe  to  certain*  ages,  without  stating  that  even 
&ee*?4oses  may,  in  certain  conditions  of  the  system, 
prove  just  as  injurious  as  much  larger  doses.  As  an 
Illustration,  the  directions  given  by  one  of  our  stan- 
dard authorities  ere  quoted*  Dr.  Dewees  says,  "  the 
proper  dose  of  laudanum  for  infanta  and  children  may 
be  reckoned  at  the  following  rases.  Half  a  drop  for  a 
emld  under  ten  days  old ;  a  drop,  for  one  from  that 
period  to  the  end  of  the  month j  a  drop  and  a  half  or 
two  drops  for  one  from  that  period  to  three  months ; 
three  drops  from  this  to  nine  months,  &c.,  &c," 
"  When  laudanum  is  to  be  used  as  an  injection  we 
may  safely  increase  the  quantity  three  or  four  fold." 
He  adds,  "These  doses  are  prescribed  for  children 
who  are  altogether  unused  to  the  use  of  this  drug;  the 
power  of  bearing  more  may  be  rapidly  increased  by 
habit"  A  more  dangerous  set  of  directions  could 
not  well  have  been  given.  Although  many  children 
may  near  the  quantities  here  specified  without 
tojury,  yet  every  now  and  then  a  case  will  occur 
m  which  the  most  serious  results  will  follow ;  and 
it  is  against  these  that  the  necessary  precautions 
should  always  be  taken..  In  the  case  of  a  new-born 
infant,  we  are  entirely  ignorant  of  the  manner  in  whicty 
such  an  article  as  this  will  affect  it,  and  it  therefore 
till  not  do  to  begin  with  average  doses.  To  practice 
safely  we  must  feel  our  way  with  doses  much  smaller; 
and  then  we  shall  have  some  guide,  and  the  only  guide 
which  the  nature  of  the  case  admits  of,  to  make  the 
necessary  increase  in  the  quantity  to  be  given.  Under 
no  circumstances,  as  a  first  dose,  ought  half  a  drop  to 
be  given  to  a  child  under  ten  days — or  a  drop  to  a 
child  during  the  first  month.  One-eighth  of  a  drop 
is  sufficient  to  begin  with.  The  quantity,  too,  directed 
for  an  injection  is  too  large.  Instead  of  three  or  four 
times  the  quantity  given  by  the  mouth,  as  far  as  my 
experience  goes,  double  the  quantity  is  quite  sufficient 

4.  The  doses  of  opium  should  not  be  repeated  at 
too  short  intervals.  Una,  too,  is  a  point  which  is  net 
sufficiently  guarded  by  some  practical  writers.  One 
writer,  for  example,  after  specifying  the  quantity 
suitable  for  a  child  of  two  and  three  months,  adds, 
that  "  this  is  not  to  be  repeated  in  less  than  sn  hour.** 
If  this  means  anything,  it  means  of  course,  that  after 
the  lapse  of  an  hour,  the  dose  may  be  repeated  with 
safety.  This,  however,  will  not  be  sustained  by  expo- 
rience.    Even  if  a  first  dose  does  not  narcotise,  it 

.frequently  produces  a  degree  of  listlessness  and  indif- 
ference to  food  on  the  part  of  the  child,  which,  if  it 
be  kept  up  by  repetitions  of  the  opiate,  may  eventually 
prove  Just  as  destructive.  This  is  strikingly  illus- 
trated in  those  states  of  exhaustion  from  diarrhoea, 
where  the  due  supply  of  nourishment  is  so  essential 
to  recovery.    Where  repeated'  opiates  are  necessary* 
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BMPIKICAL  USB  OF  OPIUM  IK  CHILDftRN. 

There  are  two  ways  in  which  opium  is  used  by  r4WUi 
outof  the  profession,  in  both  of  which  it  proves  inju- 
rious to  the  child.  The  first  is  by  giving  it  in  occasional 
doses;  the  second,  by  giving  it  constantly.  The  first 
fr  bad  enough,  but  the  second  is  still  worse.  The 
first,  now  and  then,  unexpectedly  destroys  a  child; 
the  second  is  followed  by  a  train  of  the  most  ^■gnfjfog 
consequences,  worse,  if  possible,  than  those  of  habitual 
drunkenness  in  the  adult.  Fortunately,  these  latter 
cases  are  not  of  such  frequent  occurrence ;  occasionally, 
however,  they  are  met  with  where  the  parent,  for  the 
purpose  of  quieting  it,  has  been  induced  to  keep  a 
ohild  for  months  under  the  daily  influence  of  paregoric, 
Godfrey's  Cordial,  or  some  other  opiate  nostrum.  In 
these  cases,  the  effect  is  to  stunt  the  growth  of  the 
child;  it  is  emaciated  and  puny;  the  skin  is  flabby 
and  shrivelled ;  the  lips  are  bloated,  and  the  coun- 
tenance sallow  and  wrinkled.  There  is  an  absence 
of  all  intelligence,  and  the  whole  appearance  is 
haggard  and  aged,  presenting  a  sort  of  u  miniature  of 
old  age."  Not  long  since  Dr.  Beck  witnessed  a  case 
of  this  kind,  in  which  a  child  of  14  months  did  not 
appear  larger  than  one  of  two  or  three  months.  With 
the  exception  of  one  month,  it  had  been  kept  upon 
paregoric  almost  every  day  since  its  birth.  The 
■■other  was  a  poor  woman,  and  stated  that  she  had 
resorted  to  this  method  of  keening  the  child,  quiet 
*fcile  she  attended  to  her  work.— JkUL 

OPERATION  VOn  XMPYSMA. 

The  place  to  operate  on  in  empyema,  according  to 
Che  opinion  of  the  late  Professor  Colles,  is  referable  to 
the  inferior  angle  of  the  scapula.  Place  your  patient 
on  the  side  opposite  to  where  the  matter  is;  place  his 
arm  of  the  affected  side  on  a  line  with  the  body,  the 
elbow  being  Just  over  the  highest  part  of  the  crest  of 
the  ilium;  you  then  have  the  scapula  fixed;  then 
measure  four  fingers'  breadth  from  the  angle  of  the 
acapnia,  and  four  fingers'  breadth  transversely  from  the 
spinous  processes  of  the  vertebra  (to  get  clear  of  the 
thick  mass  of  muscles  near  the  spine),  until  it  meets 
the  perpendicular  line,  where  they  decussate,  there  you 
should  puncture.— DuiHn  Medical  Preav. 

ALCOHOLIC  LOTION  IN  PHTHISIS  FULM0NALI8.    . 

Tue  following  lotion  and  method  of  applying  it  are 
recommended  by  Dr.  Marshall  Hall  in  the  treatment 
of  incipient  phthisis.  A  piece  of  soft  linen,  of  the 
nine  of  »  very  fare*  sheet  of  letter  paper,  being  folded 
in  the  usual  manner,  is  then  folded  twice  more,  in 
lines  parallel  with  the  first,  so  that  the  whole  consists 
of  six  folds.  These  are  stretched,  applied  across  the 
upper  part  of  the  thorax  just  below  the  clavicles, 
and  fastened  to  the  shoulder-straps,  or  other  part  of 
the  dress,  which  latter  is  to  be  arranged  so  as  to  be 
reada^pened  and  dosed.  A  sponge,  the  sis*  of  a, 
walnut,  is  then  filled  with  the  lotion,  which  consists  of 
owe  part  of  pure  alcohol  mixed  with  three  parts  of 
and  pressed  upon  the  linen  along  its  whose 
,the  dress  being  opened  for  the  purpose,  and 
The  lotion  should  be  applied 
i  at  first,  and  afterwards  of  the  temperature  of 


the  atmosphere.  The* 
seconds,  and  should  be  repeated  every  five  i 
during  the  day  and  all  waking  hours,  the  dress  being 
light  or  even  entirely  iemoved,so  as  to  allow  of  free 
and  rapid  evaporation.  Oner  means  recommended 
by  Dr.  Marshall  Hall,  are  changes  of  air;  free 
exposure  to  the  sea  breezes;  a  sea  voyage;  a  mild 
climate ;  a  chalky  soil;  a  locality  screened  from  the 
north  east  winds;  gentle  exercise,  especially  on 
horseback;  a  meat  diet,  with  a  little  of  Barn's  ale, 
perhaps,  but  otherwise  without  stimulus;  the  system 
of  sponging  with  the  sea  water,  or  salt  and  water,  or 
vinegar  and  water;  light  clothing,  with  flannel  next 
the  akin,  dec. ;  the  plan  recommended  by  the  late  Dr. 
Stewart,  Ac."— Lev**/. 
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It  is  requested  that  all  letters  and  communications  be 
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Parcels,  and  books  for  review,  may  be  addressed  to 
the  Editor  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  care  of  Mr.  Churchill,  Princess  Street,  Soho. 
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In  consequence  of  the  usual  supply  of  stamps  not 

having  arrived  in  time,  a  portion  of  this  week's 

imjtresslon  sent  by  post  is  worked  off  on  unstamped 

paper— due  notice  having  been  previously  given  to 

the  Stamp  Office. 
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ON  THE  CAUSE  OF  DEATH  IN  FEVER. 

By  R.  T.  HcwT,  Esc*,  Consulting  Surgeon  to  the 

Manchester  Lying-in  Hospital. 

/Tkt  fetal  termination  of  many  cases  oC  fever  evi- 
dently depend*  upon  structural  lesions,  which  can  he 
displayed  by  dissection.  In  some  instances,  it  seems 
a  question  whether  the  morbid  appearances  discovered 
are  sufficient  to  account  for  death ;  whilst*  in  others, 
tfa*  meet  careful  and  eelibecate  post-mortem  examina- 
tion, gites  bo  evidence  of  any  decided  change  of  struc- 
ture which  can  be  considered  as  the  product  of  disease.  \ 

The  following  observations  are  intended  to  have 
reference,  principally,  to  the  last  claw  of  cases,  but 
will  to  a  certain  extent  be  found  applicable  to  the 
others  also.  The  morbid  appearances  which  occur  in 
the  exanthemata,  or  eruptive  fevers,  are  usually  so 
different,  that  the  consideration  of  them  will  not  with 
me  newer  the  present  view,  wfatcv  will  be 
I  to  en  rrsminslinn  istotfaoxause  of  death  in 
continued  typhous  and  bilious  fevers. 

When  dissection  displays  no  structural  lesion  suffi- 
cient to  account  for  death,  to  what  must  the  fatal 
termination  be  attributed  ?  Is  it  owing  to  the  length- 
ened continuance  of  the  fever  ?  Does  the  depraved 
state  of  the  /tmcffona,  which  constitntesJ,1ever,  or,  at 
least,  which  accompanies  this  disease,  tend,  essentially, 
to  such  a  conclusion?  Are  the  patient's  stamina 
broken  up,  and  the  tone  of  (its  nervous  system  utterly 
destroyed  ?    Is  he  in  fact  worn  out  by  fever  ? 

If  such  be  the  case,  the  enquiry  into  the  manner  in 
which,  depraved  function*  purine*  that  state*  whinh 
tcomnatenin  death,  must  fee,  one  of  momentous  im- 
portance. And  if  the  enquiry  should  lead  to  an  exami- 
nation of  the  altered  condition  of  the  functions  during 
fever,  and  from  this  examination  should  result  a  con- 
viction that  the  alteration  which  occurs  in  some  of  the 
most  important  functions  of  the  system  is  to  be  consi- 
dered more  in  the  light  of  a  change  of  function  for 
remedial  purposes  than  a  mere  disordered  alteration, 
will  not  this  tend  towards  the  partial  removal  of  that 
unfortunate  obscurity  with  which  the  cause  of  death 
in  such  cases  of  fever  is  at  present  shrouded. 

When  pstients  suffering  fconi  fever  first  apply  for 
medical  treatment,  it  is  often  found  that  they  have, 
for  some  time  previously,  felt  ill.  Ordinary  exertion 
has  been  irksome ;  sleep  either  broken  or  nnrefreahing ; 
tun  mind  either  irritable  or  inclined  to  despondency; 
and  the  appetite  unusually  variable.  Still,  however, 
the  regular  meals  have  been  taken,  and  particularly 
nf  the  individual  is  in  the  middle  or  higher  ranks  of 
life,  recourse  has  been  had  to  stimulants  and  delicacies, 
No.  f,  If  ay  8,  1844. 


with  a  view  of  exciting  and  restoring  Hie  palled  appe- 
tite. Indigestion  msy  consequently  have  loaded  the 
bowels  with  a  crude  and  unassiroilated  mass,  which  it, 
id  beyond  the  power  of  the  daily  evacuations  effectually 
to  diminish.  This  "  rudis  indigegtaque  moles,"  may 
lave  been  either  partially  or  completely  removed  by 
active  aperient  medicine,  but  the  circumstances  which 
led  to  this  condition  being  still  in  operation,  after  a 
jime,  the  rigors,  heat,  and  other  unequivocal  symptoms 
which  form  the  combination,  denominated  fever,  set  in, 
and  absolutely  prevent  the  individual  from  proceeding 
longer  in  the  course  which  he  has  lately  adopted. 
!  The  vitiated  condition  of  many  of  the  most  important 
functions  of  the  system,  which  is  always  present  during 
fever,  has  a  most  material  effect  in  checking,  and  fre- 
quently in  entirely  preventing  tbose  processes  of  assi- 
milation upon  which  the  nutrition  of  the  body  depends, 
fbe  digestive  functions  are  impaired  in  a  marked 
tegree  j  there  is-  no  appetite,  except  for  fluids  of  the 
nuldest  description,  cedd  water  being  often  preferred  by 
the  patient  to  trtry  other  kind  of  beverage.  There  is 
nausea,  and  frequently  vomiting*  the  secretion  of 
bile  is  deranged*  the  excretions  from  the  skin,  bowels, 
and  kidneys,  are  irregular  in  time,  in  quantity,  and  in 
character  $  and,  as  might  be  expected,  the  circulatory 
and  nervous  systems  are  deranged  in  a  corresponding . 
degree.  The  emaciated  condition  of  the  body,  and  the 
dryness  of  the  skin,  and  of  the  memhransn  of  the 
mouth,  fauces,  and  other  internal  mucous  surfaces  of 
the  alimentary  canal,  evince  the  diminution-  of  the 
general  fluids  of  die  system.  The.  increased  thirst 
appears  to  be  Uie  demand  for, a  supply  sufficient  to 
remedy  this  deficiency  ;  but  if  the  .fluid  taken  into  the 
stomach  is  either  rejected  by  vomiting,  or  carried  off 
through  the  bowels  in  liquid  evacuations,  the  end 
intended  to  be  fulfilled  by  the  increased  supply  of 
(laid,  is  entirely  frustrated  $  and,  if  such  a  stste  be  of 
long  continuance,  that  exhaustion,  which  terminates  in 
deatfarwill  be  the  result. 

It  has  been  stated  that  there  is  ner  appetite  except  for 
mild  fluids.*  If  such  fluids  as  water,  barley-water,  and 
mucilage,  will  alone  be  tolerated  in  the  alimentary 
canal,audtf,  asiss^nersllyadmitteaVakurgequanUtyof 
any  of  these  coumins  but  a  trifling  proportion  of  the 
materials  of  nutrition,  it  follows  aa  a  direct  eenclnsionv 
Chat  not  only  must  a  considerable  quantity  he  taken  into 
fhii  oenoJ  fcjgjjt  nrustaksoresBMnthewasuflicient  tun* 
fte-allow  the  now^debilitated  organs  of  assinwhthm  In 

•  This  remark  appHcs  moie  particularly  to  the  com- 
meoccment  of  fever.  uNtge  last,  or  low  stage,  that  of 
exhaustion,  the  appetite,  m  infer m«tasceslleelk)estowafsm> 
stieutlatlag  liquids.  >^ 
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separate  from  it  those  nutritive  particles  which  arc 
required  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  the  various 
structures  of  the  body.  Neither  must  thejtfate  of  the 
saliva,,  bile,  gastric  and  pancreatic  juices,  and  of  the 
mucous  secretions  of  the  alimentary  canal*  or  the 
urinary  excretion,  be  overlooked,  as  irregularity  of  the 
functions  upon  which  these  depend,  is  always  found,  to 
a  greater  ,or  less  amount,  in  fever.  Another  reason 
why  the  process  of  digestion,  during  fever,  ought  to  be 
allowed  to  be  slowly  conducted,  is,  that  the  previous 
state  of  the  system  has  fatigued  and  harassed  all  the 
organs  connected  with  digestion,  and  these  eonse*- 
quently  require  the  rest,  with  which  digestion,  equally 
quick  with  that  of  health,  is  altogether  incompatible. 
All  the  natural  indications  in  fever  agree  with  this 
view.  The  senses  desire  a  moderation  of  the  intensity 
of  their  several  natural  stimuli.  The  eye  will  not 
tolerate  the  usual  degree  of  light  Common  sounds 
produce  annoyance  ;  and  the  taste  and  smell  are  also 
affected.  Bodily  exertion  and  mental  application  are 
equally  irksome;  and  the  animal  seems  fast  verging 
into  a  vegetable  state  of  existence. 

But  it  is  to  this  temporary  prostration  of  all  the  powers 
of  animal  life  that  the  safety  and  complete  renovation  of 
them  is  owing.  The  timely  pause  has  not  only  rescued 
the  sufferer  from  the  grave,  to  which  he  was  hastening, 
but  haa  left  him  with  renewed  strength  and  awakened 
energies  to  fulfil  to  the  end  of  his  course  those  duties 
which  Providence  haa  allotted  to  him  to  perform.  If 
this  be  considered  sa  a  correct  account  of  the 
phenomena  of  fever,  in  their  most  simple  form,  the 
duty  of  the  medical  attendant  is  obvious.  He  must' 
superintend  the  progress  of  the  changes  going  on,  with 
anxious  scrutiny,  and  avoid  that  interference  which  is 
uncalled  for  by  the  nature  of  the  case.  The  inter- 
ference to  which  I  wish  most  urgently  to  call  attention, 
consists  in  the  mismanagement  of  aperient  medicines. 
If,  at  the  commencement  of  fever,  manual  examination 
of  the  abdomen  and  the  character  of  the  alvtne  evacua- 
tions show  that  the  alimentary  canal  is  more  or  less 
loaded  with  undigested  matter,  the  propriety  of  com- 
mencing me  treatment  with  aperients,  calculated  to 
remove  the  irritating  contents  of  the  bowels,  cannot  fie 
controverted.  But  if  the  evacuations  present  cha- 
racteristics which  are  usually  considered  indicative  of 
vitiated  secretions ;  if,  for  instance,  the  motions  seem 
to  contain  too  much-  or  too  little  bile,  even  the  mild 
form  of  aperients,  usually  called  alteratires,  are  appa- 
rently in  many  cases  decidedly  injurious.  This  will,  I 
hare  no  doubt,  to  many,  appear  a  startling  proposition. : 
If,  I  may  be  asked,  the  secretions  are  wrong,  must  we 
n+trectify  them  by  medicine  ?,  If  the  evacuations  consist 
almost  entirely  of  bile,  is  the  state  of  the  liver,  which* 
this  circumstance  indicates,  to  be  left'  to  the  unaided 
"vis  medicstrix  naturae  ?"  This  question  may  be 
answered  by  another,  viz.,  whether  it  is  not  probable 
that  this  unusual  secretion  of  bile  may  be  instituted 
for  the'  purpose  of  rectifying  something  which  was 
wrong  in  the  functions  of  the  digestive  apparatus  ? 
The  grounds  for  such  a  supposition  are,  that  this 
abnormal  secretion  never  occurs  except  after  previous 
disturbance  of  the  digestive  organs,  mid  that  Its* 
presepcevis  a  proof  that  the  contents  of  the  bowels  are 
already  sufficiently  irritating  to  their  internal  surface 
without  increasing  that  irritation  by  purgatives. 

During  the  progress  of  fever,  the   processes  of 


nutrition  are  materially  affected,  owing  to  the  improper 
performance  of  the  functions  of  the  alimentary  canal* 
Those  ingests  which  in  a  state  of  health,  affbrd  die 
principal  materials  of  nutriment,  now  appear  the  most 
irxjjatina;  to  various  parts  of  this  canal.  Boeafffinoqs 
the  stomach  rejects  everything  except  the  most  sjbnjpje, 
fluids,  snd  this  rejection  is  frequently  accompanied 
with  bilious,  vomiting.  When  the  disposition,  to 
vomiting  has  ceased,  or  even  during  its  continuance* 
the  bowels  become  deranged,  their  excretions  irregu- 
lar and  of  depraved  character,  and  there  is  frequently 
troublesome  diarrhoea,  flatulence,  and  even  tympanitic 
When  this  state  of  the  digestive  organs  subsides,  it 
must  leave  them  in  a  seriously  debilitated  condition, 
nor  can  they  be  expected  at  once  to  return  to  the 
regular  performance  of  their  important  function*. 
The  same  time  which  these  functions  have  required 
for  their  performance  during  health  cannot  now  be 
fixed  as'  a  rule  for  their  completion.  The  ragesta 
must  not  be  expected  to  mix  with  the  various  secre- 
tions, to'  traverse  the  length  of  the  canal,  end  n> 
undergo  those  processes  which  are  necessary  for 
separating  from  them  and  transmitting  to  the  general 
system  the  nutritive  materials,  and  then  be  expelled  in 
the  form  of  fences,  in  the  same  space  of  time  which 
was  sufficient  for  these  purposes  during  a  state .  of 
health.  This  time  must  not  be  limited  to  24  hours, 
nor  to  double  or  treble  that  time.  It  must  not  be 
limited  by  any  arbitrary  rule,  but  the  unaided  powers 
pf  the  functions  themselves  must  in  this  case  be 
depended  on,  unless  abdominal  tumefaction,  pain,  or 
uneasiness  supervene;  audit  will  be  found  that  the 
greatest  advantage  often  accrues  from  the  bowels 
remaining  seven  or  eight  days  without  an  evacuation. 
When  fever  has  continued  for  a  week  or  a  fortnight* 
and  no  indication  of  a  loaded  state  of  the  bowels  is 
present,  and  particularly  if  the  patient  has  suffered 
during  the  attack  from  diarrhoea,  the  torpid  state  of 
the  bowels,  whether  produced  by  the  exhibition  of 
opium  and  astringents  or  otherwise,  is  usually  consi- 
dered unfavourable,  and  small  doses  of  gentiesperiento 
are  prescribed.  'The  effect  of' these  small  doses  is 
frequently  more  powerful  than  might  have  been 
anticipated.  In  some  instances,  a  tea-spoonful  of  ea*ta> 
oil,  two  or  three  grains  of  powdered  rhubarb,' of  hfdrer*; 
gyrum  cum  creta,  or  of  carbonate  of  magnesia,  given,' 
either  separately  or  in  combination,  and  equally  small 
doses  of  sulphate  of  magnesia,  of  decoction'  of  awes, 
or  of  blue  pill  with  colocynth,  have,  in  my  practice, 
been  followed  by  troublesome  diarrhoea. 
.  To  refer  to  any  number  of  such  esses  would  too  much 
extend  the  length  of  this  communication,  but  the  fol- 
lowing appears  to  me  so  applicable  to  the  subject  that 
I  will  relate  it  in  a  few  words.  The  case  was  one  of 
malignant  typhus,  and  bad  continued  about  a  week 
when  I  first  saw  the  patient,  a  young  woman  about  25 
years  of  age.  Oct.  28,  1837,  five  grains  of  blue  pill 
and  five  grains  of  colocynth  produced  free  purging, 
with  aggravation  of  all  the  symptoms.  Up  to  Nov.  1, 
the  only  medicine  she  took  was  three  grains  of  carbo- 
nate of  magnesia  fonr  times  in  the  day.  She  now 
took  the  citrate  of  potash  every  four  hours.  Nov.  2, 
diarrhoea  much  increased,  other  symptoms  worse; 
ordered,  opium  half  a  grain,  di-acetate  of*  lead  two 
grains.  Bowels  checked,  and  remained  without  action 
until  the  5th,  in  consequence  of  which  she  took  car- 
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of  inagnesia  tea  grains,  and  sulphate  of  mag-1 
neafat  a  drachm,  wWch  operated  freely.  * 

Tan  effect  of  the  condition  of  the  bowels  upon  de* 
general  symptoms  was  throughout  due  case  most 
cjecaaatr  vvnenever  the  bowels  reuiafassd  more  usm 
24  hours  quiet,  the  countenance,  tongue,  and  respi- 
ratkni  improved,  there  was  less  delirium,  and  that  of  a 
better  character,  and  occasionally  refreshing  sleep,  bat 
each  thne  the  diarrhea  returned,  the  patient  sunk  back 
into  a  state  of  low  muttering  delirium,  alternating 
with  coma,  and  frequently  passing  the  motions  in  bed; 
Prom  subsequent  observation  I  am  induced  to  believe, 
that  if  the  preceding  case  had  been  treated  without 
purgatives  it  would  throughout  have  assumed  a  milder 
character.  It  may,  however,  be  desirable  to  notice  that 
assay  fatal  cases  of  fever  occurred  at  this  time  in  the 
same  vicinity. 

Previously  to  the  occurrence  of  this  case  I  had 
been  folly  aware  of  the  injurious  effects  (of  purga- 
tives in  those  instances  of  fever  in  which '  ulcera- 
tion of  the  bowels  was  threatened,  but  when  no* 
indications  of  such  a  state  were  present,  I  had,  ia 
accordance  with  the  general  practice,  constantly  pre* 
scribed  gentle  aperients  or  alteratives  when  the  bowels 
did'  not  act  within  24  hours.  During  the  last  five 
years  I  have  seen  sufficient  to  convince  me  of  the 
almost  universally  injurious  effect  of  purgatives  during 
the  course  of  fever.  Five  days  has  been  a  very  com- 
mon period  during  which  I  have  allowed  the  bowels  to 
remain  without  acting,  but  in  some  cases  the  time  has 
been  extended  to  seven  days  with  the  greatest  apparent 
advantage. 

Although  these  remarks,  on  the  condition  and 
management  of  the  digestive  functions,  during  fever, 
will  be  found  very  generally  applicable,  yet  excep- 
tions are  sometimes,  though  very  rarely,  met  with. 
Fortunately,  however,  in  such  instances,  the  indications 
are  too  decided  to  cause  any  obscurity  in  the  diagnosis. 
The  cases  to  which  I  now  refer,  are  those  in  which  a 
collection  of  focal  matter  Is  retained  in  the  bowels  in 
tiie  course  of  fever.  In  such  an  instance  the  abdomen 
is  tamined,  but  the  tumefaction  is  very  different  from 
that  which  is  dependent  either  upon  flatus  or  effused 
final  It  has  a  more  solid  and  inelastic  feel,  and, 
upon  pressure,  communicates  to  the  hand  a  sensation 
something  similar  to  that  caused  by  pressing  dough 
placed  beneath  a  doth.  Often  in  such  a  case  aperient 
medicine  will  not  act  until  after  having  been  fre- 
quently repeated,  and  the  motions,  when  procured,  are 
either  larger,  or,  if  email,  of  considerable  consistency, 
sua*  is  the  tumefaction  of  the  bowels  apparently 
reduced  by  several  evacuations,  although  the  general 
condition  of  the  patient  continues  to  improve  with 
each  eopioiis  consistent  motion.  On  the  contrary,  in 
the  eases  which  form  the  subject  of  these  remarks, 
the  bowels  have  a  tendency  to-  dhurhcas,  or  are  so 
easily  acted  npon'by  medicine  that  motions  of  much 
csnaastenca  are  not  generally  obtained,  and  the  abdo- 
men Is  aot  tumid ;  or  if  tumid,  the  nature  of  its 
contents,  whether  flatulent  or  fluid,  can  be  easily 
nMiilaiiisd  by  manual  examination.  Amongst  a  con- 
siderable number  of  cases,  I  have  met  with  only  two, 
ia  which  any  large  accumulation  of  fmces  had  col* 
lected  in  the  bowels,  and  in  both  instances  the  typhoid 
symptoms,  which  were  of  an  aggravated  character, 
aukklar  improved  under  the  use  of  purgative*.    The 


patients,  who  were  girls  about  12  years  old,  had  not 
been  subjected  to  medical  treatment  during  the  coarse 
of  the  attack,  and  both  appeared  in  the  last  stage  of 
typhus,  It  is,  perhaps,  of  consequence  net  to  bverleok 
the  particular  change  in  the  female  system  which  often 
commences  about  this  age. 

If,  when  dangerous  symptoms  occur  from  exhaus- 
tion, during  ttrtrt  it  is  of  so  much  importance 
to  allow  the  impaired  digestive  functions  suffi- 
cient time  to  perform  their  duties,  by  avoiding, 
as  much  as  is  possible,  the  exhibition  of  purga- 
tives, how  much  more  necessary  must  be  our 
adherence  to  such  a  plan  of  treatment  when  the 
mucons  membrane  of  the  bowels  is  in  that  diseased 
state  which  terminates  in  ulceration,  or  when  ulcera- 
tion has  already  commenced.  In  these  cases  the 
torpidity  of  the  bowels  becomes  the  safety  of  the 
patient.  That  ulcers  of  the  bowels  will,  tike  other 
ulcers,  heal  when  properly  managed,  is  now  an  indis- 
putable net,  and  this  proper  management  consists  in 
placing  the  affected  intestines  as  much  at  rest  acis 
possible.  Those  who  had  the  pleasure  of  bearing  Or, 
J.  L.  Bardstey's  excellent  paper  "On  Affections  of  the 
Mucous  Membranes  during  Pever,"*  will  be  fully 
prepared  to  agree  with  this  view  of  s  part  of  the 
subject  to  which  I  can*  at  present,  only  incidentally 
allude. 

In  the  fevers  which  follow  severe  injuries ;  in  those 
which  succeed  to  accidental,  Idiopathic,  or  uterine 
hemorrhage,  the  same  treatment  appears  to  me 
applicable. 

The  injurious  effects  of  purgatives  after  hemorrhage 
I  have  endeavoured  to  point  out  in  a  communication 
to  the  Manchester  Medical  Society, u  On  the  Treatment 
of  Hajmorrhage  by  Opium." 

The  peculiar  description  of  fever  edeasr  occurring 
sfter  parturition,  induced  either  by  the  dmaBoltpwf  the 
process,  or  by  Other  circumstances,  as  well  aa  that 
which  ia  known  by  the  name  of  puerperal  fever,  are 
instances  apparently  requiring  similar  caution  in  the 
use  of  aperients. 

The  fever  which  supervenes  upon  some  other  severe 
disease  will  come  under  the  same  view.  Cholera  may 
be  mentioned  as  an  instance.  Many  patients  passed 
through  those  symptoms,  considered  indicative  of 
cholera,  and  sunk  some  days,  or,  even  weeks  afterwards, 
from  fever. 

I  merely  cursorily  allude  to  these  circumstances,  to 
attract  attention  to  the  probable  extensive  application 
of  the  principles  I  have  advocated  ia  the  present  short 
communication  in  which  I  have  attempted  to  condense 
Such  a  notice  of  the  subject  as  might  induce  some,  of 
the  members  of  the  Association  to  give  a  fair  consi- 
deration to  the  method  of  treatment  described. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  show  in  the  foregoing  obser- 
rations— • 

1st.  That  the  alteration  which  occurs  in  some  of 
the  most  important  functions  of  the  system,  during 
fever,  is  to  be  considered  aa  remedial. 

2ndly.  That  a  torpid  state  of  the  bowels,  in  the 
low  stage  of  fever,  is  the  effect  of  some  of  these 
remedial  alterations  of  functions. 
And  3rdly.  That  aperient  medicines  are  generally 
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onntru4ndicatedV  in  consequence  of  the  exhautfaen 
they  are  calculated  to  induce  in  the  peculiar  coodstieer 
of  the  digestive  and  assimilative  organs  which  exists* 
daring  fever. 


ON  THE  DIAGNOSIS  OP  INCIPIENT  TUBER- 
CULIZATION OP  THE  LUNGS. 


usee*  portion  of  one  en  eethtaasjeis  < 
tubercular  aiasses  of  a  cheesy  oonsitiennc,  end  «Moh 
qtod  tendency  to  undergo  the  utoncss  oiwjohmlna;. 
This  acrke  of  change  oeonamtttcs  the  moment  etnge 
of  the  dineete,  the  diegnoek  of  which  » the  nilifcn it  on? 
the  present  paper.  It  may  he  mentioned thoMmwOn 
ithe  clme  of.  th»  stage,  the  bfonchisJ.lubes  net  on  the 
appearances  of  irritation,  nod  the  enrfece  of  the  left*  «n 
frequently  occupied  at  intervale,  by  emyhyscmsieus 


By  W.  H.  Ranking,  M.D.,  Cantab.,  Physician  to  the 
Suffolk  General  Hospital,  Bury  St.  Edmunds. 
The  annals  of  medicine  supply  us  with  a  few  cases  in 
which  phthisis  pulmonalis,  in  its  advanced  stages,  has 
yielded  to  remedial  measures,  and  morbid  anatomy 
still  more  frequently  reveals  appearances  which  art 
attributed  to  the  presence  and  subsequent  cure  of 
tubercular  deposit ;  few,  nevertheless,  will  be  disposed 
to  question  the  assertion  that  these  instances  of  the 
fortunate  termination  of  the  disease  are  so  rare*  as  ie 
no  wise  to  affect  the  ancient  and  general  conviction  of 
its  incurability  when  once  fairly  established.  How 
imperative,  therefore,  does  it  become  npon  all  who  are 
anxious  to  aid  in  the  endeavour  to  arrest  the  progress 
of  a  malady  which  forms  so  important  an  element  in 
the  mortality  of  this  country,  to  study  with  mcitasiof; 
earnestness  that  period  of  its  existence  in  which  its) 
\  are  first  deposited.    For  the  detection  of  tiu> 


dependence  upon  the  evidence  afforded  by  the  ootwtfrfl 
symptoms ;  we  must  even  throw  aside  those  grosser 
notions  of  auscultation  which  mnnliarity  with   thp 


ordinary,  and  more  evident  physical  signs  of  disease,^  <j  cells,  and  may  be  caused  by  many  different 
apt  to  engender.  We  must  not  he  content  to  .i*> 
stethoecopists,  but  must  become  awscnlleiere  in  the 
true  sense  of  the  word ;  we  most  Jit***  wiih  tee  seted 
If  we  would  appreciate  the  delicate  and  sometimes 
evanescent  characters  of  the  sounds  by  which  we  nan/ 
hope  to  certify  the  commencement  of  pulmonary 
tuberculization.  It  is  not  to  be  disguised  that  a  com- 
petent perception  of  the  minute  shades  of  difference 
in  the  respiratory  sounds,  upon  which  the  physical 
diagnosis  of  incipient  phthisis  is  founded,  is  a  matter 
of  difficulty,  even  under  the  most  favourable  circum- 
stances. Many  will  mil  altogether  in  acquiring  the 
necessary  auscultatory  tact,  for  that  which  is  called  in 
music  *fine  ear,  or,  in  other  words,  the  faculty  of  dis- 
criminating between  delicate  gradatkms  of  inre*cfto4, 
is  not  conferred  on  all  alike.  Much  of  the  difficulty, 
however,  may  be  removed  by  a  closer  attention  to  thie 
phenomena  of  healthy  respiration  than  is  usually 
accorded  to  them,  more  especially  in  reference  to  the 
distance  of  a  duplex  murmur*  since  the  earliest 
evidences  of  the  presence  of  tubercular  deposit  are 
derived  from  certain  minute  alterations  in  one  or  both 
parts  of  the  respiratory  act.  *  t 

Tubercular  disease  of  the  lungs  first  appears  under 
the  form  of  small  rounded  messes,  dispersed  through 
the  upper  lobes,  the  circumjacent  tissue  in  general 
remaining  perfectly  healthy.  This  deposit  may  con- 
sist solely  of  the  miliary  granulations  described 
by  Laennec,  or,  as  is  more  commonly  the  case,  a  few 
crude  tubercles,  as  they  are  called,  are  intermingled. 
The  progress  of  the  disease  induces  a  more  abundant 
deposit ;  the  previously  existing  granulations,  at  the 
same  time,  becoming  of  n  yellow  colour,  until  ton 


The  symptom-  which,  in  the  majority  of  instansns,  in 
first  produced  by  tine  condition  of  the  orgea^  fe  cough  ; 
•at  first,  occasional  and  dry,  afterwards,  more  frequent, 
and  acoonspansed  by  expectoration.  With  the  cough, 
and  sometimes  preceding  it,  the  breathing  is  noeteed, 
to  be  slightly  aeeeieratedr  especially  xm  cavemen. 
Pains  are  also  occasionally  felt  at  the  summit  of  she 
sternum,  or  between  the  scapulas.  The  first  stage  oft* 
phthisis  is  also  occasionally  ushered  in  under  the  i 
of  acute  bronchitis,  or  is  first  esmeunced  by  the  i 
rence  of  hsmioptysis.  In  the  former  case,  the  sympteene 
succeed  each  other  with  great  tepidity,  whence  the 
disease  has  been  termed  eonte  phthisis*  in  the  latter, 
hemoptysis,  either  slight  or  copious,  precedes  both  the 
cough  and* dyspnoea. 

Such  are  the  symptoms  of  the  first  period  of   a 

disease  which,  if  not  at  this  time  recognised,  cleans* 

inevitably  tends  to  a  fatal  teraination.    We  will  now 

phaais  of  Ihe  disease,  it  is  useless  to  place  aojr  4  enquire  into  the  diagnostic  value  of  each,  and  first  of 


cough. 

Cough  is  a  symptom  depending  upon  irritation  of  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  bronchial  tubes  end  air 


conditions  both  of  function  and  organism  As  n 
symptom,  therefore,  of  phthmfc,  tta  diagnostic  value  in 
very  little.  The  points  which  ere  to  be  notepad  an 
appertaining  to  the  tubercular  cough  are  these ;— It 
comes  on  frequently  without  evident  ccsms$  on*  or 
more  months  may  elapse  without  esneetofsmenf  and 
it  U  usuaUy  at  fu^  troublesome  only  in  the  incveiue;. 
The  coughs  which  are  likely  to  be  confounded  with  it 
are  that  produced  by  simple  bronchitis,  and  those 
which  depend  upon  sympathetic  emturbance.  Hie 
catarrhal  cough  is  thus  distinguished,  it  can  usually  be 
traced  to  some  evident  cense,  es  exposure  to  damp  and 
cold,  and  it  is  mere  quickly  accompanied  by  expecto- 
ration, which  in  a  few  days  becomes  mucopurulent. 

Among  the  sympathetic  coughs  which  may  be 
confounded  with  .the  phthisical,  may  be  mentioned 
that  which  depends  npon  gastric  irritation,  reflected 
upon  the  pulmonary  plexus  of  nerves.  Hub  speciee 
of  cough  is,  however,  louder,  end  more  harsh  then  mat 
of  consumption  $  it  nouses  on  in  paroxysms,  and  fre- 
quently causes  vomiting  by  its  violence.  There  is  -  in 
general  no  expectoration,  or  the  sputa,  if  there  be  any, 
consist  of  the  secretions  of  the  fences. 

The  nervous  cough  of  hysteria,  prior  to  the  intro- 
duction of  auscultation,  was  a  fruitful  source  of  alarm ; 
in  the  present  day  it  can  scarcely  be  confounded  with 
that  depending  upon  disease  of  the  lungs. 

Bxp0ctoration.--Tbit  expectoration  of  the  earnest 
period  of  phthisis  affords  no  information.  Prior  to  the 
softening  of  the  tubercles,  when  the  tubercular 
materies  may  be  seen  in  the  sputa,  the  expectoration 
consists  solely  of  the  mucous  secretion  of  the  tubes 
»  end  ajitaeells,  end  therefore  In  no  wey  differs  from  that 
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asoduesd  by  ether  injtatmesof  tee 
The  principal  rtuTsreuii  between  the  two  is  to  .be 
taodin  the  facttkat,  }n  inmfient  pkUtisfetbe*expef- 
aeration  retain*  its transparency  to  *  longer  time  than 
in  bronchitis,  in  wbieh  dioassonftw  days  sumce  to 
induce  the  change,  from  eieiple  mace*,  to  umeo-pus* 

DyapMM,  /fmuflj)y/ifr.--j)ytpa<ea  end  pain  in  the 
chest  are  even  fern  characteristic  then  the  cough  of 
pbthjsis,  end  therefore  need  not  detain  us.  Not  so, 
however,  hetmoptysfe ;  this  symptom  is  one  of  the 
arrasest  diegnostie  value  .in  the  eoswnencement  of 
tubercular  disease,  esis  nest  forcibly  i pointed  out  in 
M.  Louis'  admirable  treatise.*  Aeoocding  to  him  it 
ems  peesent  in  two.  thirds  of  the  esses  of  phthisis 
which  he  exairaned*  while,  on  the  other  heed,  outof 
1300  esses  of  different  disease*  exclusive  of  smeu- 
norrhoe^  or  injury  from  violence,  not  one  experienced 
bsMttoptytis  which  did  not  in  the  end  prove  to  be 
phthisical.  Are  we  then,  in  any  given  case  of  bmmop- 
tvsis,  to  suspect  tubercles?  I  believe  that  by  so  doing 
we  may  sometimes  be  wrong,  but  generally  right. 
Personal  experience  at  least  has  so  far  convinced  me 
of  the  fatality  of  the  symptom,  and  the  correctness  of 
Louis'  deductions,  that  without  knowing  the  circum- 
stances, the  met  of  haemoptysis  would  lead  me  in  all 
cases  to  pronounce  unfavourably.  But  there  are, 
doubtless,  cases  (by  far  the  minority)  in  which  the 
symptom  is  not  one  of  such  fearful  import.  The 
extenuating  eircunmtances  upon  which  I  am  in  the 
habit  of  confiding  are  these :—  1.  The  appearance  qf 
this  ejected  blood.  If  this  is  very  abundant,  a  pint  or 
of  rounded  clots,  dark  and   not 


spumous,  the  suspicion  of  tubercles  diminiihea,  2.  The 
finding  of  other  evident  came  for  the  bmmoptyais, 
in  the  physical  state  of  the  lung,  as,  for  instance,  the 
existences/  apoplectic  engorgement  in  the  lowerfibe: 
and,  3d,  The  presence  of  sufficient  cause  in  the  state 
of  the  heart,  as  contraction  of  the  mitral  valve,  with 
or  without  hypertrophy  of  the.  right  ventricle.  A 
probability  of  the  spitting  of  blood  not  being  caused 
fay  tubercles,  is  also  afforded  by  its  recurrence  at  stated 
periods  corresponding  to  the  suspension  of  menstrual 
or  fasunorrboidal  discharges.  Setting  aside  these 
instances^and  the  rare  and  obvious  case  of  mechanical 
injury,  I  know  of  none  In  which  I  Should  not  hesitate 
to  pronounce  the  prospect  of  phthisis  distinct. 

JPeJft,— Under  this  head  may  be  considered  that 
condition  of  the  system  which  is  called  hectic  fever. 
Ski* forests  not  generally  developed  until  the  period 
of  softening,  but  in  about  one-fifth  of  M.'LemV 
cases  it  appeared  with  the  earliest  symptoms.  The 
most  minute  researches  on  the  pulse  in  phthisis  pol- 
monatb  ere  those  by  rVofsmur  Quyy^ .  He  has  elicited 
the  envious  feet  that  in  this  disease  posture  has  tittle 
or  no  effect  mi  the  fseoueney  of  the  puke.  His  couv 
durions  are  as  follows  :— 

**  1st.  In  cases  of  phthisis  pulmonstts,  the  frequency 
of  thepube  vkrfel within  whte  Unfits,  the  difference 
between  the  extremes  emoonting  to  90  beats. 

*  2d.  In  the  same  individual  the  frequency  of  the 
fmlse  undergoes  remarkable '  fluctuations,  passing  in  a 
lew  days  through  a  range  of  «©  nests. 

M  3d.  In  five  out  of  six  cases  the  frequency  of  the 

•net  la  Attilef  Paris. 


poise  4o  phthisis  exceeds  the  highest  frequency  observed 

iaihealth. 

r4th.  Tto  maximum  rffefarcno*  bttwet*  H**dmf 
end  fitting  in  all  carat  qf  pktkUU  fall*  thort  a/  4e* 

V  5th.  Themea*  dtftrm<xink*ath  i**ix  tnma§ 
gnat  a$  tie  mean  m  pMJtisi*," 

I  have  thus,  endeavoured  to  give  a  brief  view  of  Ike 
degree  to  which  we  may  be  assisted  in  the  diagnosis  of 
incipient  phthisis,  by  a  comparison  of  the  symptoms 
alone.  Of  the  pulse  J  am  not  able  to  speak  from  per- 
sonal experience ;  if  further  observations  confirm  these 
Of,  Dr.  Guy,  he  will  have  established  a.  valuable 
auxiliary  in  the  diajmosis  of  tubercle.  Hemoptysis* 
it  would  seem,  is  of  fearful  augury,  whether  it  occur 
first  or  subsequently  in  the  order  of  symptoms.  The 
probability  of  the  presence  of  tubercles  is  muck 
strengthened  if  the  spitting  of  blood  be  moderate  in 
quantity,  if  it  be  florid  and  spumous,  if  it;  occur  more 
than  once,  or  between  the  ages  of  15  and  30;  except* 
kg  in  females,  in/  whom  it  may  be  supplementary,  of 
menstruation.  If  the  haemoptysis  be  followed  by 
cough,  which  nt  first  occurs  at  intervals,  but  afterwanes 
becomes  permanent  and  accompanied  by  expectora- 
tion, the  hazard  is  still  further  increased,  and;  if  suck 
a  series  of  symptoms  occur  in  a  person  of  sorofiiloue 
habit*  with  hereditary  tendency  to  phthisis,  ike 
diagnosis  of  the.  incipient  stage  of  the  disease  uv:ren» 
dared  as  distinct  as  it  can  be  without  the  aid  of 
physical  investigation. 

H  will,  however,  be  readily  o*M*ded  that  a  diagnosis 
founded  upon  the  rational  symptoms  alone  will,  in 
many  cases,  prove  erroneous.  The  same  train  of 
symptoms,  with  the  exception  of  hiamopeyeis,  may  be 
caused  by  bronchitis;  and  the  similarity  to  phttihti 
incasasve  as  the  disease  becomes  chronic.  Cough, 
expectoration,  night  sweats,,  and  emaciation,  may  be 
produced  by  long<ontinued  dyspepsia,  by  i 
tion»  by  sexual  abuse,  and  in  female**  by 
lactation,  and  uterine  disease,  accompanied  by  ^ 
ening  discharges.  Such  cases  have  over  and  over  again 
been  mistaken  ibr  incipient  phthisis,  end,  .doubtless* 
form  many  of  the  vaunted  cures  which  ignorance  on 
the  one  hand,  and  knavery  on  the  other,  force  on  our 
notice  in  the  present  day. 

In  auscultation,  however,  and  its  auxiliaries,  pesv 
cussjnn  and  inspections  we  have  the  means,  when  fully 
understood,  of  arriving  at  an  accuracy  of  diagnosis 
which,  even  a  few  years  back,  would  have  been  deemed 
impossible*  Many  have  been  the  fellow  labourers  to 
whom  this  desirable  advaacein  our- knowledge  is  to  be 
attributed  j  but  to  M.  Fournet,  mere  than  any  other, 
is  due  the  merit  of  having,  in  the  clearest  manuei} 
placed  before  us  the  character  of  the  changes  induced 
in  the  respiratory  phenomena,  by  the  early  commence* 
mentof  tubercular  deposit.  Before,  however,  I  pro* 
eeed  to  notice  at  length  the  valuable  observations  of 
this  author,  I  shall  mention  tbeotker  aids  to  physical 
diagnosii,  and  first— 

lkansrrfgn*  This  method,  although  inferior  both  to 
auscultation  and  percussion,  in  the  infiwmation  which 
it  aflerde  in  the  earnest  period  of  phthisis  pulmonalia, 
is,  nevertheless,  capable  of  supplying  some  valuable 
results.  It  can  scarcely  be  necessary  to  state  that  none 
of  the  signs,  either  of  the  incipient  or  advanced  stagea 
of  the  dweaee,  are  infallible  *  their  value  essentially 
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on  the  totality  and  the  succession  of . 

appearance,  taken  in  connection  with  well  mirriUlnml 
tacts,  relative  to  the  origin  end  progonw  of  pulmonary 
tntcnde.    To  exemplify  my  meaning,  the  dull  sound 
on  percussion,  produced  by  consolidation  of  the  long, 
hi  of  the  nune  character  in  whatever  part  of  the  lung  it 
is  observed ;  but  the  diagnosis,  derived  from  its  occur- 
renee  m  the  upper  lobes,  would  be  widely  different 
*ew  that  indicated  by  its  presence  in  the  lower.    Bat 
**  return  to  inspection,  as  a  means  of  the  diagnosis  of 
-incipient   phthisis:— In  a  healthy  and   well-formed 
•ubject,  the  upper  part  of  the  chest  should  be  smooth 
-and  rounded,  and,  excepting  in  very  thin  persons!  no 
hollow  should  exist  beneath  the  clavicles.    The  expan- 
sion on  both  aides,   during  respiration,  should   be 
regular  and  equal.    In  phthisis  pulmonalis,  certain 
changes  are  induced  in  ail  these  respects.    The  first 
thing  to  be  observed,  according  to  the  experience  of 
Dr.  Stokes,  is  a  want  of  equality  in  th»expansion  of 
4te  two  subclavicular  regions.    Dr.  Hughes*  has  like, 
wire  noticed   the  same  fact,  and    believes  that  it 
precedes,  for  a  considerable  time,  any  flattening  in  the 
•enure  regions,  or  any  change  in  the  resonance  on  per- 
eussion.    lliefalUngmoftlierespaceSjliowever.soon 
*llows,  unless  there  should  be  a  great  amount  of 
<«mmnywma  conjoined  with  the  tubercular  depo.it,  in 
which  case  the  tendency  to  contraction  is  eoimteraeted 
fettedsuM  air-cell*.    To  form  a  correct  Judgment 
•r  the  extent  to  which  flattening  has  taken  place;  a 
Piece  of  tape,  as  recommended  oy  WoiUesyf*  ehouM  be 
Jlretehed  from  the  mppw  to  the  clavicle.'  In  ay  healthily 
*rssed  chest,  the  tape  should  be  in  contact  with  the 
aaannwoughout    * 

AmtmitmOoBr  The  next  branch  of  physical  loves* 
^|tatson-*auseu]tation--48  of  far  greater  importance 
than  the  former;  and  will,  therefore,  require  to  be 
notread  more  at  length.  The  stethoscopic  signs 
«*  incipient  lubtreuJitaiion  of  the  lungs,  have 
always  been  considered  of  so  delicate  a  character 
as  scarcely  to  be  distinguished  from  those  pro- 
duced in  the  healthy  lung,  except  by  a  nicely  edu- 
cated ear.  There  is,  beyond  all  doubt,  mnch  foun- 
dation for  such  an  opinion ;  but,  as  has  before 
•ecu  mid,  the  difficulty  has  arisen  from  ignorance  of, 
or  want  of  Attention  to,  the  double  nature  of  the  respi- 
•*ory  act.  That  this  act,  instead  of  giving  rise  to  a 
mugio  sound,  as  taught  by  Laennee»  is  in  reality  a  com- 
pound phenomenon,  consisting  of  two  sounds  of 
unequai  intensity,  is  now  generally  admitted.  The 
■ormal  character  of  each  of  these  murmurs  is  a  soft 
breesy  sound,  leaving  on  the  ear  the  sensation  of 
txadual  and  equable  expansion.  FournetJ  has  given 
■s  a  scale  by  which  we  may  measure  the  relative  inten- 
sities and  duration  of  the  two  sounds.  The  due 
appreciation  of  this  relation  is  of  great  consequence 
m  the  diagnosis  of  incipient  tubercular  deposit,  as  the 
minute  shades  of  the  disease  are  only  in  the  first 
■tataace  to  be  detected*  by  eorrespondingly  minute 
disturbances  in  such  relation. 
,  The  same  softness  characterises  the  expiratory 
■ouad,  but  its  intensity  is  so  slight,  that  it  is  inaudible 
in  a  healthy  lung  without  considerable  attention/  The 
«*»«y  of  the  existence  of  this  murmur  was  first 
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observed  by  Dr.  Jnckson*  an*  American  „__, 
and  soon  after  by  Loom  and  Audrat.  In  4his  country 
Dr.  Cowan  was  the  author  of  a  separate  treatise  upon 
the  subject,  as  far  back  aa  the  year  1835.  Fouraethut 
represented  the  intensity  and  duration  of  the  inspi- 
ratory murmur  at  ten,  that  of  the  expiratory  sound  at 
two,  or  one-fifth  of  the  former. 

The  natural  respiration  gives  rise  to  sounds  of 
different  qualities,  according  to  the  portion  of  the 
pulmonary  apparatus  in  which  they  originate.  Aue- 
cultators  generally  divide  the  respiration  into  the 
vesicular,  the  bronchial,  the  tracheal;  and  laryngeal. 

The  vesicular  form  is  that  which  is  produced  in  the 
vesicular  tissue  of  the-  lungs,  and  is  heard  wntiem 
this  tissue  exists,  but  info  greatest  purity  in  theaaterev 
superior  portions  of  the  chest. 

The  bronchial  respiration,1  as  its  name  iWfficates, 
originates  in  the  bronchial  tubes,  and  as  it  becomes, 
when  a  morbid  phenomenon,  a  most  imfrortaut  element 
in  the  diagnosis  of  tubercular  deposit,  it  hf  of  great 
consequence  to  be  acquainted  with  its  normal  character 
and  situation.  Its  character  is  that  of  greater  inten- 
sity than  exists  in  the  vesicular  sound,  and  there  is 
less  disproportion  between  the  murmurs  of  expiration 
and  inspiration ;  it  holds,  in  fact,  m  this  respect,  the 
mean  between  the  vesicular  and  tracheal  'retpiratiod, 
in  which  latter  the  two  murmurs  are  of  nearly  equal 
duration,  it  is  heard  in  its  normal  state  'wherever 
the  larger  bronchial  tubes' are  sHuated  near  the  sur- 
face, snoj  uncovered  by  vesicular  tissue,  anbTls;  therefore, 
most  perceptible  at  the  root  of  the  lungs.  Pournet 
limits  it  to  this  spot.  Dr.  Williams,  on  the  *  contrary, 
affirms,  that  over  the  space  of  two  or  three  inches  on 
each  side  of  the  summit  of  the  sternum,  and  sometimes 
in  the  axillae,  the  respiration  is  naturally  bronchial. 
I  am  inclined,  after  careful  consideration  of  the  point, 
to  agree  with  Pournet,  For  if  that  opinion  be  not 
correct,  what  becomes  of  the  value  of  bronchial 
respiration  as  indicative  of  solidification  of  the  lung, 
for  the  "two  inches"  mentioned  include  a  portion  of 
the  apex  of  the  organ,  and  the  part  most  early  affected 
by  tubercle  ? 

The  tracheal  and  laryngeal  forms  of  respiration 
need  not  detain  us,  since  they,  as  morbid  phenomena, 
are  heard  only  in  the  latter  stages  of  phthisis,  and  are, 
therefore,  unconnected  with  the  immediate  object  of 
this  paper. 

•Vide  Review  of    II.  Poareet*  WoK.-M*Jt*  smf 

Fwrmgu  Masts*!  Review,  No.  18. 

(7b  be  concluded  in  our  next.) 


INFLAMMATION  OF  THE  UTERUS  WJRING 
THE  PREVALENCE  OF'PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

TO  TUB  EDITOR  OF  THS  PRQVIlfCIAX  ItKJHCAL  AMP 
SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

The  two  following  cases  occurred  during  the  preva- 
lence of  puerperal  fever  in  tbu  neighbourhood.  They 
may  bare  had  an  origin  which  was  quite  independent 
of  contagion,  but  if  they  were  the  result  of  it,  as  I 
am  disposed  to  believe,  they  fEiarpossass  some  degree 
of  interest;   iwflli  " 
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v  leave  it  to  onwrt  to  form  their  own  oprsson 
ob  the  subject,  if  you  should think  them  worth  iiiiiient 
-  in  your  ifournah 

I  remain,  Sir, 

Yonr  obedient  servant, 
W.  HENCHMAN  CROWFOOT. 
Beceles,  April,  1844. 


Mrs.  S.,  middle  aged,  and  married,  applied  to  me  in 
-the  beginning  of  last  August  for  the  removal  of  a 
large  polypus  uteri.  She  had  suffered  materially  int 
•her  health  from  profuse  and  repeated  haemorrhages, 
and  had  a  very  pallid  and  sickly  aspect.  This  lady 
had  been  under  the  care  of  a  very  respectable  and 
experienced  practitioner,  who  suspected  the  existence 
of  serious  uterine  disease,  and  had  declined  to  operate. 
As  I  could  detect  no  other  morbid  structure  than  the 
polypus,  a  ligature  was  applied  to  its  pedicle  on  tee 
17th  of  August,  and  tightened  every  day  until  the 
20th,  when  the  polypus  was  removed,  without  t|e 
slightest  local  or  constitutional  irritation  having  been 
entered  by  the  patient.  All  discharge  had  ceased  at 
the  end  of  eight  days,  and,  as  far  as  the  operation  was 
concerned,  tie  patient  appeared  to  be  quite  well, 
when,  as  I  was  anxious  to  satisfy  both  myself  and 
my  patient  that  no  other  disease  of  the  womb< 
existed,  I  made  a  careful,  but  gentle  examination,  per. 
vagtnam,  and  had  the  satisfaction  to  find  the  oa  and 
cervix  uteri  in  a  perfectly  healthy  condition.  It  happened 
that,  two  days  previously,  I  had  been  engaged  in  a  port 
snerlem  inspection  of  a  fatal  case  of  puerperal  fever,  and 
that  I  was  still  in  attendance  on  other  cases.  In  just  48 
hours  from  the  time  of  the  examination,  I  had  the 
mortification  to  find  my  patient  attacked  by  a  severe 
rigor,  followed  by  pain  and  tenderness  in  the  region 
of  the  uterus,  and  particularly  in  the  left  iliac  fossa, 
heat  of  akin,  small  and  very  rapid  pulse,  tumid  abdo- 
snen,  and  great  prostration  of  strength,  in  short,  with 
symptoms  which  indicated  a  formidable  metritis,  and 
which  remarkably  resembled  those  which  I  had  so 
recently  witnessed  in  several  cases  of  puerperal  fever.. 

Notwithstanding  the  reduced  state  of  the  patient, 
from  previous  haemorrhages,  she  was  bled  from  the 
anp,  to  faintness,  twice  in  the  first  24  hours,  leeches 
were  applied  to  the  verge  of  the  anus,  the  bowels 
were  freely  purged  by  calomel  and  senna  mixture, 
end  warm  stupes  were  applied  over  the  body.  These 
remedies  weie  followed  by  doses  of  calomel  and 
opium,  with  saline  effervescing  draughts.  The  disease 
gradually  yielded  to  the  treatment,  and  in  a  few  days 
the  patient  was  in  a  state  of  safety,  but  I  could  not 
help  reproaching  myself  aa  having  been  the  possible 
ensue  of  her  danger  end  suffering. 

If  the  above  ease  were  an  instance  of  the  power  of 
the  poison  of  puerperal  fever  to  produce  a  similar 
tram  of  symptoms  in  a  non-parturient  female,  the 
following  one  would  tend  to  confirm  the  opinions  that 
the  disease  itself  may  be  occasioned  by  a  poison  gene- 
rated by  erythematous  inflammation,  unconnected 
with  'chud*birth. 

•  A  nurse,  who  had  been  m  attendance  on  a  case  of 
suffuse  cellular  inflammation,  which  had.,  proved  faUl 
sn  awe  days*  was  called,  before  the  death  of  the  jmtietit, 


the  mother  of  several  children,  hud  e  somewhat 
lingering,  but  easy  labour,  and  went  on  remarkably 
well  till  the  fifth  day,  when  she  had  a  severe  attack  of 
fever,  preceded  by  a  violent  shivering  fit,  and  attended 
by  acute  pain  in  the  beck  and  over  the  pubes,  greet 
tenderness  on  pressure  over  the  uterus,  and  in  each 
iliac  region,  a  hot  akin,  dry  tongue,  sickness,  and  great 
prostration  of  strength ;  the  pulse  however,  did  not 
exceed  a  hundred  heats  in  the  minute,  in  the  first 
instance,  and  never  much  exceeded  120  *  during  the 
course  of  the  disease.  The  patient  was  immediately 
bted  to  faintness,  and  leeches  were  applied  to  the 
anus,  and  to  each  iliac  fossa,  warm  stupes  to  the  abdo- 
men, and  the  bowels  were  purged  by  calomel,  Ac. 
The  symptoms  were  much  mitigated  by  this  treat- 
ment, but  the  disease  was  not  subdued,  and  it  was 
necessary  to  have  recourse  repeatedly  to  the  leeching, 
to  spite  of  the  threatenings  of  typhoid  symptoms,  as 
well  aa  to  the  use  of  calomel  and  opium.  As  the 
inflammation  subsided  in  the  womb,  it  attacked  the 
right  iliac  and  crural  vein,  occasioning  great  swelling 
of  the  limb.    The  patient  had  a  tedious  recovery. 

I  have  just  read  the  review  of  Dr.  Lee's  Lectures 
in  the  last  number  of  the  journal,  and  leaving  it  to 
the  Doctor  to  defend  his  pathology  at  puerperal  fever 
against  the  criticism  of  your  reviewer,  I  would  only 
beg  leave  to  observe  that,  whatever  may  be  our  specula- 
tions as  to  the  part  of  the  system,  the  nervous,  the 
vascular,  or  the  sanguineous,  on  which  the  first 
impression  is  made  by  the  morbid  poison,— whether 
we  believe  that  the  inflammation  is  produced  by 
poisoned  blood,  or  that  the  blood  is  poisoned  by 
inflammation,  my  own  experience  convinces  me  that 
inflammation  of  some  organ  or  tissue  wui-ber  generally 
found  to  be  so  early,  and  so  important  a  feature  of  the 
disease,  as  to  claim  the  earnest  attention  of  the 
practitioner,  and  his  most  strenuous  efforts  to  subdue 
it,  and  that,  if  it  cannot  he  cheeked,  in  limine,  the 
patient  wttl«  be  almost  sure  to  die. 


CASE  OP  DISLOCATION  ON  THE  DORSUM 
OP  THE  ILIUM,  WITH  FRACTURE  OF  Titg 
FEMUR. 

Bv  T.  O'Connor,  Es*.,  M.RX.S.  * 

'  This  complication  must  be  rare,  as  I  hare  not  seen 
it  noticed  in  any  surgical  work  Which  I  bare  read, 
neither  have  I  witnessed  it  before.  I  shall,  therefore, 
with  your  permission,  give  the  history  end  treatment, 
with  a  few  passing  observations  upon  it.  The  snnjeot, 
by  trade  a  carpenter,  was  employed  in  repairing;  the 
machinery  of  a  windmill,  when  he  fell  off  the  scaffold 
to  a  distance  of  ten  or  twelve  feet  on  a  cross-beam, 
which,  passing  between  the  thighs,  threw  the  femur 
on  the  dorsum  of  the  ilium ;  having  still  to  descend  a 
distance  of  fourteen  feet  to  reach  the  ground,  he  waa 
prostrated  on  some  logs  of  wood,  fracturing  oMptefy 
the  femur,  at  the  junction  of  the  middle  with  the 
superior  third.  In  addition  to  these  accidents,  I  may 
here  observe,  he  had  compound  fracture  of  the  fibula, 
about  three  inches  from  the  bead  of  the  bone. 

To  the  opinion  that  dkheatto*  preceded  the  Jruerer* 
of  the  femur,  I  atn  inclined  by  the  following  circum- 
stances :— the  position  in  which  he  Is  said  to  have  fttien 
on  the  trese»beem  j  the  eentnetd  appesfunee  ef  the 
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parts  cevenjag  Ike  tuhssoeity  and  ramus  of  the  ischiumf 
sad  fewer  pert  of  the  groin  $  the  ecchymosed  stole  of  the! 
the  scrotum,  and  subsequent  severe  inflammation  of  the! 
testicle  of  the  affected  side.  The  three  letter  circum-[ 
,(j,  sumstauees,  taken  in  connection  with  the  first,  srej 
.  .ic/mctasive  evidence  to  my  mind  that  dislocation 
occurred  in  the  first  part  of  the  descent,  and  that' 
having  been  thrown,  either  on  his  back  or  side,  on  the' 
pieces  of  wood  which  lay  on  the  ground,  fracture  then1 
ensued.  The  limb  was  shortened  full  four  inches; 
the  glutei  muscles  were  contracted  and  rigid,  giving' 
the  appearance  of  a  clenched  fist  beneath  the  integn-: 


To  reduce. simple  dislocation  of  the  hip  is  an  operation' 
fainiliar  to  every  mechanical  surgeon,  but  this  was  a' 
.complication  so  formidable  that  I  will  not  affect  to  coo-! 
ceal  my  despair  of  success  before  I  commenced  the! 
attempt  at  reduction.  An  extraordinary  degree  of  exten- 
sive force  must  be  employed  to  overcome  the  rigid  state1 
of  contraction  assumed  by  the  muscles  surrounding' 
the  hip,  under  their  novel  state  of  emancipation,  from! 
their  natural  antagonist,  the  femur ;  or  an  equivalent! 
lo  extraordinary  extension  must  be  substituted.  As' 
severe  extension  was  here  impracticable  from  the  impe-' 
diment  offered  by  the  fracture,  pressore  afforded  the* 
only  chance  of  subduing  muscular  action;  and  with! 
this  view,  a  leather  strap  was  passed  tightly  round* 
.the  limb,  over  the  insertion  of  the  psoas  magnus  and- 
iliacus  internus,  and  above  and  around  the  trochanter: 
major,  and  of  course  through  the  cleft  of  the  nates,  and* 
finally  connected  to  a  roller,  which  surrounded  the' 
pelvis.  This  contrivance  commanded  the  muscles! 
about  the  hip,  including  the  rotators,  outwards,  leaving! 
the  vastt  free;  which,  being  in  a  state  of  active  spasm,! 
favoured  the  intention  bj  affording  resistance  sufficient* 
to  bring  down  the  head  of  the  femur  by  the  time  the1 
fracture  was  reduced.  In  consequence  of  the  great 
obliauity  of  ihe  fracture,  I  waa  obliged  to  employ* 
M'Intire's  spUut,  to  keep  up  extension,  although  I[ 
believe,  in  fractures  of  the  upper  third,  the  doublej 
inclined  plane  Is  generally  preferred ;  the  fracture  of; 
the  fibula,  treated  on  the  ordinary  principles,  terminated1 
favourably  in  three  weeks  or  a  month.  The  patient  is!, 
now  recovered,  if  I  except  a  shortening  of  the  limb,1 
to  the  extent  of  half  an  inch.  Such  is  the  history  and1 
such  the  treatment  of  this  case ;  if  a  similar  one  has' 
already  occurred  in  practice,  or  appeared  in  print,  I 
am  not  aware  of  it. 

March,  Cambridgshire,  March  28, 1844. 
,  [The  above,  as  the  author  correctly  observes,  is 
a*mre  complication.  A  case  of  a  similar  nature 
is  recorded  in  Fergu»on*s  Practical  Surgery,  bat 
the  ftueture  was  in  the  lower  third  of  the  femur. 
•The  dislocation,  however,  was  not  discovered  fori 
some  considerable  time,  and  the  attempt  at  reduc-j 
'tion  proved  lutile.] 


EFFECTS  OF  ERGOT  IN  PRODUCING 
ABORTION. 

TO  THB  BOiTOB  Of  TBB  FBOVIWOIAL  M BOICAL  AMB 
suboicai.  JOURNAL. 
Sib, 

In  the  interesting  trial  relative  to  the  production  of 
related  by  Dr.  Shapter,  of  Exeter,  in 


number  for  April  10*,  1844,  I  was  greatly  i 
at  the  following  expression  of  his  opinion:— '<  I  do  not 
think  ergot  of  rye  would  act  unless  natural  action  had 
commenced."   >  . 

Having  been  engaged  for  more  than  twelve  years  to 
that  arduous  portion  of  our  profession,  midwifery,  and 
sint*,  daring  (feat  time,  no  lsaa,  on  an  averse  than  froem 
20  to  30  cases  of  labour  have  been  attended  by  myself 
during  each  month  of  the  period  already  alluded  to, 
I  have  had,  I  conceive,  sufficient  opportunities  for 
inquiry  into  the  action  of  so  potent  and  specific  an 
agent  as  the  ergot  of  rye  upon  the  impregnated  uterus. 
Several  cases  of  premature  labour  have  been  produced 
in  my  own  practice  at  the  sixth  and  seventh  month 
of  utero-gestation,  by  the  administration  of  this 
agent  alone.  With  every  feeling  of  respect  towards 
Dr.  Shapter,  I  beg  most  distinctly  to  affirm  my 
thorough  conviction  in  the  power  the  ergot  of  rye 
possesses  in  producing  uterine  action;  and  it  has  that 
power,  provided  the  ergot  is  good,  in  an  equal  degree, 
te  that  of  reproducing  uterine  action  when  it  has  been 
once  established.  I  must  further  unhesitatingly  state, 
that  the  ergot  of  rye  possesses  the  power  of  producing 
abortion,  though  doubts  might  be  entertained  that  it 
had  not  that  specific  action  ascribed  to  K  by  many 
writcrjtof  the  present  day  upon  midwifery,  if  the  opinion 
of  so  eminent  an  authority  as  Dr.  Shapter  were  allowed 
to  remain  unquestioned. 

Since  writing  the  above,  we  have  been  favoured  with 
the  remaining  portion  of  Dr.  Sbapter's  paper,  wherein 
be  fully  carries  out  the  opinion  entertained  by  some 
leading  obstetricians  of  the  present  day.  Dr.  Shapter 
gives  a  condensed  account  of  the  action  of  the  ergot  of 
rye,  ss  attested  by  men  of  eminence ;  yet,  it  appears, 
he  rested  his  own  opinion  of  the  ergot  of,  rye,  as 
a  non-prodiicei  of  uterine  action,  unless  that  action 
had  already  commenced,  on  a  single  case.  Such 
evidence  will,  to  aa  ordinary  reader,  not  be  eenclnsiva. 
i  have  before  me  numerous  cases  in  which  the  ergot  of 
rye  was  administered,  for  the  purpose  of  producing  a 
healthy  action  of  the  uterus,  with  success.  In  one  case, 
in  which  hemorrhage  had  been  going  on  some  time 
prior  to  its  administration,  after  the  lapse  of  two 
or  three  days  a  fleshy  substance  was  expelled.  This 
morbid  production  had  given  rise  to  passive  haemorrhage, 
unattended  with  uterine  action,  until  excited  by  the 
ergot  of  rye,  when  the  production  alluded  to  was 
expelled ;  after  which,  the  hemorrhage  ceased,  and 
the  patient  rapidly  regained  her  health  and  strength. 

There  can,  as  it  appears  to  me,  be  only  one  opinion  on 
the  specific  action  of  this  drug;  for,  instead  of 
plugging  the  uterus,  administering  lead  and  opium* 
acids,  &c,  in  cases  of  uterine  hamsorrhage,  whether 
accompanied  or  not  with  uterine  action,  I  invariably 
succeed  in  arresting  the  flow  of  blood  by  the  timely, 
yet  judicious,  administration  of  the  ergot  of  rye.  Many 
practitioners  differ  with  me  in  opinion  on  this  point; 
I,  however,  still  rest  on  my  own  experience,,  which 
continually  adds  new  evidence  of  the  justness  of  say 
views.  I  therefore  repeat  that  ergot  of  rye  never 
failed,  in  my  hands,  to  produce  the  desired  enact. 

My  mode  of  giving  the  ergot  of  rye  does,  I  am  well 
aware,  differ  Irons  that  ef  many  of  my  professional 
brethren  j  for,  instead  of  adtninisteiing  the  ergot  in 
large  doses,  I  give  small  doses  of  the  drag*  say! 
two  to  three  gn^BS  evefy^thenaor  tew  tours,  ore 
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sgmfdiag  to  the  state  of  the  patient,  until  uterine 
action  is  produced,  evinced  by  pain  in  the  bowels* 
etc.;  thereby  simulating,  in  my  procedure,  the  manner 
in  which  nature  would  act,  had  not  the  power*  of  the 
system  become  enfeebled  from  the  draining  already 

vsn  tlsf  4ssp  #f  blsod  otrntfaramg.  T*e 
<tf  t**t<bedy,  when  deprived  of  their  nattsml 

Ear  enervation,  which  incapacitates  them 
from  throwing  off  the  various  intra-uttrine  products, 
to  the  great  detriment  of  the  patient;  it  is,  in  such 
cases,  that  the  ergot  manifests  its  wonderfnl  powers 
over  the  functions  of  the  Uterus. 

Labour,  in  general)  commences  gradually,  the  patient 
frequently  suffering  more-  or  less  pain  for  some  hours 
previous  to  the  action  of  the  abdominal  muscles  being 
excited  into  those  expujeatory  throes,  sufficient  to 
force  the  head  of  the  child,  after  the  <cs  uteri  is  fully 
dilated,  through  the  pelvic  aperture.  Should  this 
salutary  action  be  arrested  from  a  want  of  energy  in 
the  uterus,  and  that  organ  be  not  fully  dilated;  the 
administration  of  a  few  grains  (10  or  15)  of  the  ergot 
of  rye  will  produce  the  uterine  action  so  as  fully  to 
dtkte.tbe  oa  uteri;  when  in  some  eases,  petticuJaffy 
if  the  patient  be  of  a  low  or  nhlesjmatio  temperament, 
the  uterine  action  becomes  again  suspended,  and 
requires  from  half  a  drachm  to  two  scruples  of  the 
ersnt  to  be  given,  to  arouse  the  uterus  to  complete  its 
purpose  in  the  animal  economy. 
I  remain,  Sir, 

Yours  esostrespeetrully, 
THOS.  H.  WARDLEWOJLTH. 
Bury,  May  3>  1*44. 


pains  censed*  la. about  four  hours  labour  can*  oa, 
without  any  hssmorrhage,  and  was  concluded  at  half- 
'fast  three  p.m.  lWchlfd  died  shortly  after,  out  the 
mother  recovered  in  the  most  favourable  manner. 

Cask  ii.  ^ 

About  2  a.m.  on  the  28th  of  March,  1844,  I 
was  summoned  to  attend  Mrs.  R.,  in  labour  of  her 
fourth  child.  The  case  proceeded  naturally,  and  in 
about  an  hour  the  labour  had  terminated  and  the 
placenta  was  expelled.  This,  "however,  wss  speedily  fol- 
lowed by  a  gush  of  blood,  and  in  spite  of  all  my 
endeavours,  such  as  pressure  upon  the  uterus,  applies* 
jftra  of  cold,  dfc.  dec,  the  hemorrhage  increased, 
jt  was  now  evident  from  her  pale  countenance,  cold 
extremities,  tossing  to  and  fro,  syncope,  &c,  that 
unless  relief  could  be  afforded/  she  .would  sink  under 
It.  Accordingly,  X  gave  her  eighty  drops  of  tincture  of 
opium,  and  she  had  not  taken  the  dose  long,  before 
better  symptoms  began  to  show  themselves.  The 
pulse,  which  was  before  imperceptible,  commenced  to 
beat  slowly,  the  countenance  improved,  the  extremities 
became  warmer,  and  the  hemorrhage  ceatedL  1  was 
not  long  before  I  bad  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  njy 
patient  out  of  danger  and  in  a  convalescent  state. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  before.  I  administered 
the  tincture  of  opium  J  tried  several  very  important 
means  to  promote  contraction,  but  all  apparently  in 
vain,  and  that  when  I  gave  the  opium  the  system 
beano  to  rally  and  produced  favourable  results. 
lankier, 

Yours  respectfully, 

J  AMES  THOMPSON,  M4>. 
Burnley,  Lancashire,  April  20, 1844. 


OPtUM  IK  UTERINE  HEMORRHAGE. 

to  run  snrron  of  thu  provincial  mbsical  and 
stinoiOAi*  jouutal. 
Sin, 
I  have  read  in  the  second  and  third  Numbers  of  the 
Journal  the  very  judicious  observations  and  cases  of 
Mr.  Dorrington,  on  the  efficacy  of    "Opium  as  a 
remedy  for  the  effects  of  Uterine  Haemorrhage."    I 
have  selected  two  cases  from  a  stock   containing 
many  similar.    They  are  Intended  to  corroborate  Mr. 
Dorringtoo'e  statement;  and  if  yon  deem  them  of 
somoknt  interest  and  importance,  you  will  oblige  me 
by  inserting  them  in  your  next  Journal. 

Cask  i. 
On  the  6th  of  October,  1843,  I  was  requested  to 
attend  Mrs.  B— ,  of  Lane  Tedad,  who  had  that  morn* 
xng  fallen  Into  labour.  I  was  informed  that  she  had 
been  wetting  bard  all  the  previous  day,  and  that  last 
night  she  was  seised  with  severing,  followed  at  intervals 
by  pains  ha  the  back  and  region  of  the  uterus.  At 
half-fast  seven  thin  morning  a  great  discbarge  of  blood 
took  pence,  and  at  nine,  when  I  first  saw  her,  a  very 
large  quantify  had  been  teat  The  countenance  was 
uueseold,irals«  quick  and  feeble.  Blood 
1  from  the  vagina.  The  ee  uteri  was  soft  and 
a  little  dilated,  and  the  pains  did  not  produce  any 
sensible  enact  upon  it.  I  immediately  aaHnialsteved 
60  or  70  drone  of  tincture  of  opium,  end  ruptured  the 
Alter  an  hour,  she  eoMness  of  she  face 
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There  is  an  ohi  nod  often  discussed'  question 
respecting  the  comparative  merits  of  the  English 
and  certain  Foreign  Medical  £eboob,  which  at  this 
period,  when  continental  novelties  and  continental 
authorities  are  no  much  in  request,  is  riotnmhv 
searing  of  conmdointson.  Possibly  wo  may  >  on 
the  one  hand  be  iaenned  to  think  that  everyteuog 
foreign— everything  that  knot  Engtn«V-»ia  over. 
rated,  while  on  the  other  hand  some  of  our  oan- 
Unental  friends  may  deem  us  to  be  years  behind 
the  rest  of  the  ctviKaed  world.  There  is,  unhupphV, 
a  national  antipathy  undermining  and  striking  at 
the  root  of  that  social  mtercburso  which  should 
exist  among  all  who-  are  engaged  in  the  same 
puisnes,  and  who  nave  the  same  objects  in  view. 
Sttt  the  question  recurs,  are  the  cotrtmeutal 
schools  so  far  before  our  own,  the  continental 
lecturers  so  highly  gifted,  the  continental  practice 
so  superior,  tliat  we  are  to  cast  aside  all  that  we 
have  been  accustomed  toaatanm,  and  to  retrace 
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lowing  fn  the  wake  of  this  or  that  lecturer,  and 
adopting  the  views  set  forth  in  (his  or  that  school. 
Is  a  medical  student  educated  in  any  one  of  these 
schools,  for  instance  the  Parisian,  likely  to  prove, 
cmieris  paribus,  a  better  practitioner  than  one 
educated  in  London,  Edinburgh,  Dublin,  or  our 
own  provincial  schools  ?  We  think  not.  At  least 
he  is  not  better  qualified  for  practice  from  what  he 
may  have  learned  to  do,  though  he  may  perhaps  be 
benefitted,  if  previously  taught  to  observe,  by  what 
be  may  have  learned  not  to  do.  To  instance,  the 
surgery  of  the  French  Hospitals ;  he  will  find  that 
the  surgical  practice  of  France  is  essentially  different 
from  that  of  England.  The  heaps  of  dressings,  after 
eperationa,whioh  our  continental  brethren  still  retain, 
we  have  discarded.  We  are  content  with  a  single 
piece  of  lint  dipped  in  cold  water,  and  the  efforts  of 
almost  unaided  nature ;  a  few  stitches  bring  t^e 
divided  parts  together,  a  simple  dressing  of  lint  and 
cold  water  is  then  applied,  and  the  rest  is  left  to  the 
natural  processes  of  the  living  organism.  In  a 
day  or  two  the  stitches  are  removed,  and  in  a  fort* 
night  or  three  weeks  at  the  outside,  the  wound  is 
perfectly  healed.  Contrast  this  simple  and  effective 
treatment  with  the  following  case,  which  recently 
occurred  at  one  of  the  Paris.  Hospitals.  ^ 

A  boy,  about  15  years  of  age,  had  his  leg 
removed  above  the  knee  (the  circular  operation)  by 
an  eminent  French  surgeon.  As  far  as  the  opera* 
tion  was  concerned  nothing*  could  have  been 
performed  better.  A  roller  was  afterwards  vary 
tightly  applied  to  the  thigh  j  the  edges  of  the 
wound  were  brought  together  by  long  strips  of 
adfcesfte  plaster ;  a  large  pieae  -of  lint,  apoit 
which  was  spread  a  yellow  unguent,  was  then 
wsapped  round  the  stump  ;  over  this  were  applied 
several  pieces  of  Keen  rag,  each  of  which  was  folded 
two  or  three  times  ;  next  came  a  large  quantity  of 
cotton  $  andlaafly,  a  long  roller  tightly  confined  the 
whole.  The  boy  passed  a  sleepless  night,  and 
suffered  great  pain.  The  next  day  he  was  very 
feverish,  and  the  tongue  was  much  furred  %  saline 
i  weve  ordeted,  and  a  clyster  was  admSsw 
i  if  pete  iirtie  stamp  very  severe ;  the  bandages, 
were  Hot  loosened.  On  the  second  day 
the  hey  was  much  worse;  had  been  delirious 
during  the  night;  the  pulse  rapid,  countenance 
anxious^  vomiting ;. pain  in  the  stump  more  violent 
than  ever.  The  surgeon  now  thought  it  advisable 
to  dresa  the  wound;  the  bandage  was  taken  0$  by 
which  the  .poor  toy .  was  relieved.  The  dressings 
were  all  successively  removed,  when  the  union  of 
thwdfivkkd  edges  gave  way  at  one  end,  and  deluged 
the  bystanders  with  pus.  .  The  expression  of  the 
patient's  countenance  immediately  afterwards  can- 
not, be  forgotten:  he  appeared  in  heaven.  -A 
email  catheter  waa.now  intiodueed  into  the  wound 
to  fir*  aa  exit  so  matter  at  the  other  parte!  the 


stump.  For  two  or  three  days  the  boy  was  sus- 
pended between  life  and  death,  but  he  eventually 
recovered^.  No  comments  are  necessary  on  this 
case  jit  speaks  sufficiently  for  itselL  It  was  dearer 
the  o/fcr-trestmeet  which  thua  endangered  the 
patient  ;and  yet  the  practice  followed  by  the  Breech 
surgeons  b  ever  the  same.  They  avert  heap  their 
dressings  on,  and  disturb  the  processes  of  nature. 
What  would  be  said  of  a  surgeon  who  did  this'  in 
London  ?  What  ought  to  be  said  of  a  surgeon, 
and  an  eminent  one  too,  who  does  it  in  Paris? 

With  regard  to  the.  French  MedUat  practice, 
.the  lending  feature  appears  to  be,  that  there  m  toe 
much  science  and- too  little  art.  Undoubted?  the 
former  is  the  best  and  surest  foundation  for  the 
latter ;  but  it  may  be  carried  to  an  extreme,  and 
life,  may  be  sacrificed  in  order  to  determine ,  some 
scientific  point.  This  is  a  charge  which  has  been 
often  brought  against  French  ptyswuas*  and  one 
which  appears  to  be  ant  too  well  founded.  Hosnan 
life  with  us  is  too  precious  to  be  sacrificed  at  Ae 
shrine  of  wanton  curiosity.  .  '  •.      i 

But  we  must  not  forget  to  award  to  our  Qaltic 
neighbours  their  due  mead  of  praise,  to  .give  fbem, 
as  feirand  honourable  competitors,  that  distinction 
which  they  can  preeminently  claim,  of  having 
brought  the  diagnosis  of  disease  to  great  perfection* 
There  are  few  English  practitioners  who  can 
investigate  a  case  with  the  rapidity,  and  form  a 
correct  opinion  of  the  malady  before  them  with  the 
certainty  of  a  Trench  physician.  Yet,  of  What  use 
is  this  superiority  in  diagnosis,  if  they  cannot austetu 
their  character  in  the  treatment?  » 

While  we  are  willing,  therefore,  to  learn  from 
them  precisioa  and  certainty  in  diagnosis,  and  from 
others  of  our  continental  brethren,  those  branches 
of  medical  science  and  practice  in  which  they' excel, 
we  will  not  undervalue  the  labours  or  detract 
.from  the  merits  of  our  own  countrymen,  many  of 
whom,  in  either  branch  of  the  profession,  are  entitled 
to  take  rank  as  scientific  men  wifh  the  highest 
names  on  the  continent,  and  in  practice,  are  far 
beyond  them. 


ON  CRIMINAL  ABORTION. 

TO  TUB  EDITOR  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND 
SOaOTCAL  JOUXKAL. 

Sir,  ' 
Doctor  Shapter,  in  the  summing  up  of  btai  paper  on 
"Intent  to  procure  Abortion,"  in  the  3rd  number  of 
the  new  series  of  the  /Vosvwssl  MMtasf  ami  AwpJeef 
SewrnoJ,  lays  down  the  following  as  an  axiom :— TkH 
asaev mv ee utrue£ nelvsace, essmnif feres  ate isiisfr,  in 
jwedaefop  esorrisn.  la  common  with  many  Other 
practitioners,  I  think  a  statement  thus  extensively 
circulated,  and  coming  from  snob  an  snthortty  as  Dr. 
Shapter,  ought  to  he  received  with  great  caution, 
dace  it  is  likely  to  mislead  many,  who,  in  strictly 
reiymg  opea^  sea  mat*  weeld  be  semneJk*  to  own* 
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snsne  time  or  other*  that  in  Waning  their  frith  to  it, 
they  bad  committed  an  egregious  error. 

If  has  been  long  popularly  credited  that  there  are 
medical  agents,  capable  of  inducing  the  uterus  to  expel 
ill  contents,  when  In  -nil  impregnated -state,  more 
csoicUMy  In  the  early  months ;  and- 1  am  myself  so 
coswsnced  that  such  ,is  really  susstMs,  that  Were  it 
absolutely  necessary  to  cause  abortion  in  a  pregnant 
woman,  I  have  but  little  hesitation  In  saying,  I  could 
produce  it  by  the  aid  of  a  drug;.  Dr.  Shapter, 
I  trust,  will  not  mistake  me,  when  I  thus  appear  to 
come  forward  empirically.  I  dissent  from  his  opinion, 
and  believe  that  he  commits  an  error.  As  facts  are 
stubborn  things,  and  upon  these  I  ground  my  reasons 
efuoswceaemrvenee  so  the  Doctor's  statement,  I  will, 
without  minutely,  entering  into  each  case,  briefly 
mention  what ,  has  fallen  under  ray  own  knowledge* 
Within  the  period  of  eighteen  months  I  have  attended 
three  young  unmarried  females.  They  were  not 
considered  seriously  ill,  but  their  melancholy  depres- 
sion of  spirits  and  general  debility,  had  given  rise 
to  some  uneasiness  .and  alarm  on  the  part  of  their 
EackcsHaeim  when  esneeiy  Interaogatud,  con- 
I  to- having  been  enceinte,  and  rather  than  risk 
the  disgrace  of  giving  birth  to  a  living  child,  bad  bad 
recourse  to  u  herbs,"  which  in  two  cases,  their  sedncera 
had  administered  to  them,  in  the  other,  an  old  midwife, 
and  which  had  caused  abortion  in  each,  at  or  about  the 
third  month.  These  are  not  solitary  cases,  but  I  believe 
they  are  constantly  occurting>snd  rather  on  the  increase 
thnn  otherwise,  and  however  startling  to  some  it  may 
appear,  I  fesr  it  is  too  true,  that  the  law  qf.thtland 
holds  out  strong  temptations  for  the  commission  of  a 
crane  so  revolting  and  utterly  at  variance  to  nature's 
dictates ;  for  can  we  feel  surprised,  as  in  the  case  of  a 
uj0  who  has  yielded  to  her  seducer,  rather  than  be 
immured  probably  a  life-time  in  the  dreaded  union 
house,  she  should  stifle  her  better  feelings  sd4  consent 
10  rid  herself  of  a  burthen,  when  tMs  can  be  effected 
sinvjirf  t>y  ts&ng  drugs,  which  she  has  no  idea  may 
prove  furious  to  her  constitution.  I  will  not  pro- 
los^hislnote  to  a  greater  extent;  others  may  feel 
nWrous  of  giving  their  opinions,  and 
I  am,  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

INVESTIGATOR. 


ANONYMOUS  CORRESPONDENTS  OP  THE 
LANCET. 
Injustice  to  the  editor  of  a  weekly  contemporary, 
we  ire.  bound  to  state  that  he  asserts  that  the  forged 
letter  from  Nottingham,  against  the  Provincial  Medical 
Association,  wss  directed  from  Nottingham  by  mtitahe, 
anoT  that  he  had  positively  received  at  least  fifty  more 
letters,  nrarc'  wrere,  on  the  same  subject.  It  is 
sumnge  that  fifty-one  letters  should  be  sent  so  oppor* 
turnery  j  andiStjU  stranger,  that, the  one  stfertfti  should 
tarn  out  an  imposture.  Qf  course*  no  one  will  suppose 
the  worthy  editor  so.  much  to  forget  the  gentleman, 
and  play  the  vile  person,  as  to  assert  by  wholesale, 
and  in  a  way  so  palpable,  that  which  it  no*/  but  this 
certainly  is  somewhat  of  the  marveUous.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  after  the  eznoV  from  Nottingham,  that  it 
was  a  great  "  mistake"  to  date  the  Miter  from  there.— 
HriicalTim*?. 


MR.  NEWNHAM'S  CASE  OF  MAlJtf NANT 
DISEASE  OF  THE  SHOULDER. 


to  thx  r01t0r  of  th»  provincial  stoical  amd 
surgical  journal. 
Sir, 

I  have  perused  with  much  interest,  the  case  detsflad 
by  Mr.  Newnbam  in  your  Journal  of  the  3d  instant ; 
the  feeling  of  interest  being  probably  increased  by  my 
having  a  dear  relative  suffering  at  the  present  time 
from  disease  of  the  shoulder,  equally  sudden  in  its 
access,  though  I  trust  not  equally  malignant  in  its 
cuaracter.  But  the  question  of  fracture  or  non- 
frkcture,  reminds  me  forcibly  of  the  Chameleon,  and 
induces  me  for  once  "  to  find  a  tongue,"  and  say, 
u  they  both  are  right  and  both  are  wrong." 

I  have  not  the  pleasure  of  a  personal,  acquaintance 
with  Mr.  Newnbam,  but  I  know  him  by  reputation* 
and  thai  is  unite  a  sufficient  guarantee  for  his  diagnosis 
being  correct.  It  seems  also  that  the  judgment  of 
the  London  surgeons  is  beyond  suspicion.  How  then 
can  this  discrepancy  of  opinions  be  reconciled? 
Simply  by  taking  a  hint  from  the  Chameleon,  and 
looking  at  the  relatw*  ftmat  when  the  inspection  of 
this  esse  took  place.  Upon  a  careful  perusal  of  the 
case,  I  cannot  doubt  that  malignant  disease  of  the 
bone  existed  when  Mr.  Newnbam  was  first  consulted  * 
an4  if  we  look  at  the  awfully  rapid  progress  of  the 
disease  afterwards,  it  surely  is  not  incredible,  thst 
between  May  and  August,  the  disease  had  so  far 
advanced  as  to  have  destroyed  the  continuity  of  the 
bone,   and   produced  the  fracture  which  was  then 


If  this  view  of  the  subject  be  correct,  it  solves  every 
difficulty,  and,  I  trust,  will  allay  every  unpleasant 
feeling  in  the  minds  of  the  medical  attendants,  and 
soothe  the  breast  of  the  afflicted  parent.  I  will  close 
these  remarks  with  a  ease  which  I  consider  in  point* 
An  aged  relative  of  my  own,  had  undergone  the 
operation  for  scirrhous  breast,  at  the  age  of  no.  Urn 
operation  proved- so  successful,  that  tor  ten  yeans 
afterwards  she  enjoyed  perfect  health  ;  but  at  the 
time,  I  speak  of,  ulceration  of  the  old  cicatrix  had 
just  taken  place,  and  she  was  also  suffering  from  pain 
ijn  the  hip*  which  Was  treated  as  sciatica.  In  merely 
waging  from  vher.:sofa  to  the  dinner  table  she  com- 
plained of  sudden  pain  in  the  hip,  and  exclaimed  thst 
her  Chigh  was  broken.  She  was  placed  upon  her  sofa, 
her  medical. attendant  was  snmssoned,  sad*  an  esjarass 
was  sent  for  me.  In  bis  note  to  me  the  surgeon  ceid 
"  he  should  really  have  thought  there  wee,  a  fraotnra, 
had  not  the  circumstances  seemed  to  render  it  impos- 
sible/' But  it  was  not  impossible ;  when  I  arrived, 
retraction  and  eyersion  had  taken  place,  and  a  fracture 
of  the  cervix  femoris  was  evident  beyond  all  doubt. 
She  tired  two  years  after  this,  and  died  of  cancer  of 
the  breast.  This  case  shews  the  insidious  manner  ia 
which  cancerous  disease  destroys  the  continuity  of 
bone.  ,  •   ,  . 

In  conclusion,  Sir,  you  have  expressed,  a  wish  to 
receive  original  communications  from  the  Members 
of  our  Profession.  Few  men  can  look  back  upon  a 
long  practice  without  recalling  cases  deeply  interesting 
to  themselves,  and  perhaps  useful  to  the  profession. 
If  you  can  put  up  with  my^ lain  and  homely  style  of 
writing,  I  shall  be  happy  occasionally  to  sead.  yon  a 
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few  °  rough  notes,"  but  at  the  relation  of  successful 
cams,  which  ii  so  agreeable  to  ourselves,  teema  to  my 
mind  rather  like  an  atberHemf  pt&,  I  shall,  with 
your  permission,  (having  given  you  my  real  name  and 
address,)  ml  my  communications  under  the  borrowed 

April  6, 1844.  "SBUKJ" 


CASE  OF  SALIVARY  CALCULUS. 

By  J.  Watm ough,  M.D. 

'On  the  81st  of  October,  1843,  I  was  requested  ta> 
visit  Mr.  B— ,  in  a  neighbouring  Tillage,  and  found  the 
glands  of  the  throat  and  face  much  enlarged  and  inflamed, 
the  submaxillary  and  sublingual  in  particular;  the 
tongue  was  also  swelled,  and  under  It  two  nipple-like 
eminences,  of  a  bright  red  appearance,  were  very  pro- 
minent and  painful.  The  patient  was  placed  under 
strictly  antiphlogistic  treatment,  leeches  and  fomentar 
tions  were  used,  and  on  the  following  morning  all  the 
severe  symptoms  had  subsided.  He  now  informed  me 
that  early  in  the  morning  a  stone  had  Jumped  into  his 
mouth  from  under  the  tongue,  which  prored  to  be  a 
salivary  calculus  then  weighing  six  or  seven  grains, 
and  had  been  ejected  from  one  of  the  Vivontan  ducts, 
which  was  stiH  mnch  dilated,  and  corresponded  to  the 
shape  Of  the  deposit  From  this  time  the  swelling 
and  irritation  in  the  glands,  Ac,  disappeared,  and  he 
has  since  had  neither  sore  throat  nor  pain  of  face, 
which  be  had  been  seldom  free  from  for  a  considerable 
time  previously. 

The  calculus  resembles  in  colour  Dr.  Proqt> 
adrift**  representation  of  the  oxalate  of  lime  series 
of  calculi,  and  is  pear-shaped. 

Although  the  case  occurred  on  the  Yorkshire  Wolds, 
where  strata  of  limestone  abound,  and  consequently 
the  water  is  mnch  impregnated  with  salts  of  lime, 
yet  I  do  not  think  one  case  proves  that  such  causes 
alee*  produced  it. 

PMdtngtoa,  Yorkshire,  April  4, 1844. 


VACCINATION  UNDER  THE  POOR-LAW. 
to  rum  aniTon  or  ran  frotsn^ial  mrdical  an» 

BUnOICAL  JOOKKAL. 

.    Bra, 

•  We  think  it  may  be  of  service  to  the  majority  of  the 
members  of  the  Frovincial  Medical  Association,  as 
well  as  to  the  Medical  Officers  of  the  Ely  Union, 
that  a  statement  should  appear  in  your  next  number  of 
the  names  of  the  several  Unions,  in  which  a  sum  of 
net  lift  than  2s.  6d.  has  been  sanctioned  by  the  Poor- 
Law  Commissioners  to  be  paid  for  each  successful 
case  of    Vaccination,  either   at  a   home-datum   or 


The  Medical  Officers  of  the  Ely  Union  have  been 
offered  2s.  per  case  for  vaccinating  at  a  home-station, 
and  2s.  6d.  m  parishes  at  a  distance. 

Well  knowing  the  difficulty  of  getting;  persons  to 
attend  a  second  time  for  the  purpose  of  inepection,  we 
are  unwilling  to  take  a  less  sum  than  2s.  6d.  in  all 
cases,  but  we  have  been  met  by  a  statement  that  in  no 
Union  has  the  sum  of  2s.  6d.  been  sanctioned  for 
1  adoption. 


If  you  wiH  do  us  the  favor  to  insert  this  m  your 
next,  and  the  substance  of  any  replies  which  you  may 
teceive  on  the  subject  in  the  succeeding  numbers  of 
the  Journal, 

You  will  oblige,  Sir, 

tour  most  obedient  servants, 

ROBERT  STEVENS. 
GEORGE  COLE. 
WILLIAM  JONES, 
Ely,  May  3, 1844. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  8URGEONS. 

Gentlemen  admitted  members  on  Friday,  April  26, 
1844:— J.  P.  M'Donald;  J.  T.  Mosgrove;  W.  H. 
Benson;  H.  E.  F.  Shaw;  B.  S,  Browne;  R.U.  Coe; 
ft.  King;  H.F.Dakers. 

Friday,  May  3rd,  1844 :— D.  W.  Eaton  ;  R.  Goaset ; 
J.  S.  Bailey;  J.  H.  M'Greal;  J.  8keMing;  J.  H. 
Haddock ;  S- B. C.  Barrett ; H.  Vevers ;  J.  MWMiank; 
T.  S.  Howell;  a  Black. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS* 

*  l     l 

In    consequence   of  an  irregulsrity  in  the  delivery 

of  the  stamped  paper,  a  portion  of  the  last  week's 

impression  was  forwarded  unstamped,  due  notice 

1  having  been  previously  given  both  to  the  Slamev 

j  office  and  Post-office,    From  some  recent  alterations 

|   it  would  seem,  that  the  Post-office  authorities  will 

I  no  longer  allow  of  an  arrangement  which  has  been 

repeatedly  acted  upon  under  similar  dreumstsnees. 

The  postage  has  accordingly  been  charged  to  the 

great  annoyance  of  the  publishers,  and  inconvenience 

of  those  gentlemen  to  whom  the  unstamped  copies 

were  sent.    We  have  to  express  our  regret  at  the 

occurrence,  and  to  state  that  the  Publishers  will  do 

all.  in  their  power  to  remedy  the  mistake. 

Communications  have  been  received  from  Mr.  J.  Law ; 
Ambidexter;  Dr.  BeB  Fletcher ;  Mr.  C.  Hawkins} 
Q.  Q. ;  and  from  Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

1  tue  Report  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Birminejham 
Pathological  Society  will  appear  next  week.  Mr. 
Druitt'a  reply  to  the  observations  of  Dr.  Arnold  is 
In  type,  but  has  been  unavoidably  postponed  until 
the  succeeding  number. 

-Vt  beg  to  direct  attention  to  the  letter  of  the  Medical 
Officers  of  the  Ely  Union,  off  the  Contracts  for 
Vaccination  under  the  Poor  Law,  and  shall  be  glad 

:   of  any  information  on  the  subject. 

h  is  requested  that  all  letters  and  communications  be 
sent  to  Dr.  Streeten,  Foregate  Street,  Worcester. 
Parcels,  and  books  for  review,  may  be  addressed  to 

:  the  Editor  of  the  Prorincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  care  of  Mr.  Churchill,  Princes  Street,  Sobo. 


PROVINCIAL 

MEDICAL  &  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


SHEFFIELD  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

Summary  of  the  Scientific  Transactions  of  the 
Session,  beginning  October  6, 184%  and  ending 
April  20, 1843.  By  J.  Law,  Esq.,  Member  of  the 
Faculty  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Glasgow. 

Reviews  of  the  past  sessions  of  scientific  societies 
are  allied  to  valedictory  addresses ;  and  in  the  pre- 
paration of  them,  the  judicious  omission  of  objec- 
tionable matter  is  not  less  difficult  than  a  wise 
selection  of  suitable  materials.  Addressed  to  the 
members  collectively  and  individually,  and  pre- 
senting, in  a  condensed  form,  abstracts  of  their 
sessional  transactions,  these  documents  require 
very  delicate  management.  When  the  greatest 
pains  are  taken  to  please,  offence  may  easily  be 
given ;  and  even  the  smooth  language  of  pane- 
gyric, merited  or  unmerited,  is  not  always 
acceptable.  In  the  present  instance,  the  difficulty 
is  not  diminished  by  the  presence  of  those  whose 
names  occur  in  the  retrospect  j  for  it  is  a  trite 
observation,  that  to  praise  a  man  in  bis  own  hearing, 
without  making  bkn  feel  uneasy,  demands  good 
taste,  sound  judgment,  and  tact,  the  result  of 
experience. 

Deficient  in  these  essentials  to  a  satisfactory 
performance  of  his  task,  what  shall  the  writer  do  ? 
He  was  desirous  your  annual  summary  should 
possess  the  value  and  authority  to  be  derived  only 
from  large  experience  and  superior  talents ;  but 
the  decision  of  yonr  President  having  prevented 
the  gratification  of  this  desire,  the  Secretary  sees  no 
way  of  escaping  from  a  duty,  to  which  he  now  pro- 
ceeds with  many  misgivings,  relieved  only  by  the 
conviction  that  yonr  kind  partiality  will  exceed  the 
delects  of  bia  performance. 

The  Society  has  held  fourteen  meetings  in  this 
hall,  during  the  present  session.  Over  the  reports 
of  the  transactions  of  these  meetings,  personal 
feeling  has  had  no  control :  they  have  been  framed 
under  the  influence  of  a  sincere  desire  to  do  justice 
to  all,  by  a  lair  and  impartial  epitome.  If,  in  any 
instance,  what  ought  to  have  been  forgotten,  haa 
been  preserved ;  if,  in  any  instance,  an  unusually 
valuable  observation  has  not  received  a  local  habi- 
tation, still  the  intention  of  your  Secretary  was 
right,  either  bis  judgment  or  his  memory  defective. 
"  Fiat  justicia  mat  ccelum."  This  sentiment  has 
We.  7,  May  la;  1*4. 


been  his  guide  in  the  discharge  of  his  ordinary 
duties,,  in  connection  with  your  Society ;  and  he 
will  follow  it  steadily  in  the  performance  of  this, 
his  last  act  under  an  appointment,  from  which  he 
will  retire  with  the  conviction  that  be  has  acted 
fairly  towards  those  who  placed  him  in  office. 

The  history  of  the  past  furnishes  gratifying 
anticipation  for  the  future  ;  indeed,  you  could  not 
reasonably  have  expected  better  things  than  you 
have  realized  already.  There  have  been  only 
three  meetings  this  session,  at  which  some  interest- 
ing morbid  specimen  was  not  laid  before  you,  and 
generally  several  were  exhibited  on  the  same 
occasion.  No  difficulty  has  been  encountered  in 
obtaining  papers ;  and  when  the  numerous  demands 
made  on  the  time  of  medical  practitioners  are  con- 
sidered, it  is,  you  will  allow,  a  suitable  theme  for 
congratulation,  that  the  Society  has  been  only  once 
disappointed  by  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the 
gentleman,  by  whom  the  paper  for  the  evening 
should  have  been  read  j  and  even  on  this  occasion, 
the  members  were  engaged  in  a  very  interesting 
medical  conversation  until  their  usual  hour  of  sepa- 
ration. The  discussions,  in  some  instances  suffi- 
ciently spirited,  and  alwaya  instructive,  have  been 
conducted  in  a  spirit  of  courtesy  and  gentlemanly 
forbearance  j  and  have  never  been  very  perceptibly 
interrupted  by  personal  allusions  or  invidious 
remarks.  This  is  a  gratifying  tact  Good  feeling 
is  necessary  to  permanent  prosperity  ;  it  is  a  bond 
of  union,  without  which  your  institution  must 
presently  fall  to  pieces.  "  Concordia  parvae  res 
crescunt,  discotdia  maxima?  dilabuntur.*' 

Assuredly  the  unavoidable  annoyances  of  medical 
practice  leave  the  mind  little  disposed  to  listen 
to  the  language  of  recrimination-  The  anxious 
engagements  of  the  day  destroy  all  taste  for  the 
uneasy  excitement  of  harsh  disputation  in  the 
evening.  According  to  your  rules,  friendly  con. 
venation  on  professional  subjects  is  the  primary 
object  for  which  the  Society  was  formed ;  and  recol- 
lecting that  it  now  consists  of  thirty-four  members, 
it  is  delightful  to  know  that  this  object  has  never 
been  neglected.  Instruments  of  many  strings  are 
apt  to  get  out  of  tune  ;  and,  bow  masterly  soever 
the  performers,  their  music  is  never  entirely 
perfect.  At  these  meetings  the  concord  has  been 
aa  near  perfection  as  could  reasonable  be  desired. 
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If,  now  and  then,  two  discordant  strings  were 
touched  by  the  finger  of  chance,  their  transient  and 
scarcely  audible  vibrations  have  served  only  to 
relieve  the  pnre  harmony  of  mutual  forgiveness,  in 
which  the  discord  was  instantly  drowned.  Long 
may  your  friendly  professional  intercourse  offer  an 
agreeable  refuge  from  the  daily  anxieties  of  medical 
practice. 

A  question  has  presented  itself  to  the  mind 
of  the  writer,  which,  perhaps,  you  will  allow 
him  to  communicate.  Does  your  present  pros- 
perity justify  the  expectation  that  a  proposal  for 
raising  a  library  and  a  museum  would  be  favourably 
received  ?  Surely  it  is  not  a  wild  expectation  that 
eventually  your  Society  may  possess  these  desiderata. 
The  advantages  of  a  permanent  joint-stock  library 
are  sufficiently  obvious;  and  are  connected  with 
the  pecuniary  value  of  the  works  which  compose 
it.  Bateman  and  Willan's  beautiful  work  on  dis- 
eases of  the  skin,  which  was  laid  before  you  on  a 
recent  occasion  by  Mr.  Tarton,  is  one  of  those  ela- 
borate productions  whose  costliness,  with  respect  to 
many  private  individuals,  amounts  to  a  prohibition. 
The  circumstances  of  the  medical  practitioner  will 
seldom  allow  him  to  purchase  all,  or  even  a  consi- 
derable number,  of  the  works,  to  which  it  is  desir- 
able that  be  should  have  at  all  times  easy  access. 
Thirty  or  forty  individuals  may  purchase  all  these, 
and  each  one  of  the  purchasers  may  enjoy  the 
same  "  dominium  utile'*  in  the  joint-stock  library 
as  in  his  own.  If  it  were  judiciously  managed,  it 
would  scarcely  be  less  convenient  to  call  it  ours 
than  mine.  The  difference  is  only  in  the  "  dominium 
rectum/*  A  permanent  collection  of  standard  works 
is  clearly  a  desideratum. 

Then,  what  shall  be  said  of  a  museum  ?  By 
imparting  durability  to  the  perishable  illustrations 
of  pathological  phenomena ;  by  presenting  these  in 


the  compendious  form  of  a  classified  arrangement,  a 
good  museum  invests  medical  science  with  an  irre- 
sistible fascination,  and  fosters  an  active  spirit  of 
inquiry.  Books  may  teach  wrong,  a  museum  most 
teach  right  It  is,  indeed,  an  infallible  oracle;  for 
nature  is  the  priestess.  Her  revealings  are  ever 
replete  with  valuable  instruction  to  those,  who,, 
understanding  ber  language,  consult  her  with  the- 
humble  teachableness,  characteristic  of  the  candid 
inquirer  after  truth. 

You  must  now  follow  the  writer  in  a  somewhat 
laborious  journey  through  the  regions  of  the  past 
session.  Every  scene  must  be  revisited,  every- 
thing of  interest  recorded ;  the  mist  of  oblivion 
must  not  be  disturbed  where  it  conceals  defects  ; 
but  it  must  be  dispelled  from  every  object  which  it 
is  desirable  to  bring  into  relief!  You  have  among 
you  one,  whose  abilities,  attainments,  and  expe- 
rience, eminently  qualify  him  for  this  kind  of 
travelling.  He  performed  a  similar  journey  last 
year;  and  the  sketches  produced  by  him  on  that 
occasion  are  exceedingly  effective.  They  evince, 
indeed,  a  creative  power,  by  which  an  entirely  new 
and  improved  character  is  imparted  to  the  objects 
delineated.  The  obvious  deficiences  of  die  present 
attempt,  will  stand  in  awkward  contrast  with  the 
excellencies  of  the  spirited  production  of  Dr.  Favell ; 
but  while  the  latter  obtained  unanimous  applause, 
the  former  solicits  only  patient  endurance,  Sequor, 
sed  minore  progressu. 

The  papers,  morbid  parts,  &c,  which  it  is  neces- 
sary to  review,  are  forty-seven  in  number.  They 
are  presented  before  you  in  a  comprehensive  classi- 
fication, prepared  with  some  pains,  and  as  little 
liable  to  objection,  perhaps,  as  any  other  that  could 
have  been  devised.  Each  is  numbered,  and  the 
name  of  the  contributor,  with  the  date  and  page,  is 
attached.  The  whole  are  arranged  in  eight  classes. 


ARRANGEMENT  OF  THE  PAPERS,  CASES,  DISEASED  PARTS,  BOOKS,  INSTRUMENTS,  &c, 

BROUGHT  BEFORE  THE  SHEFFIELD  MEDICAL  SOCIETY,  DURING  THE  SESSION 

BEGINNING  OCTOBER  6,  1842,  AND  ENDING  APRIL  20, 1843. 


No. 


Class  i. — Surgkry. 


Contributors. 


Date. 


Page 


5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 


13 

14 


Steatomatous  tumour,  weighing  Ub.8}oi.,of  11  years  standing,) 
removed  from  the  back  of  an  infirmary  patient  by  .  .$ 

A  small  scirrhous  tumour,  with  a  portion  of  superior  maxillary  bone 

The  uterus  with  its  appendages,  the  bladder  and  the  rectum,"! 
showing  cancer  of  womb  and  ovaries,  with  scirrhous  tubercle  > 
of  the  meso-rectam ) 

Wounded  stomach  and  liver  of  a  woman  who  was  murdered  by, 
her  husband 

Wounded  portion  of  the  abdominal  parietes         ... 

Stomach  raptured  by  a  violent  blow  on  the  epigastrium 

Vagina  and  uterus  ruptured  during  parturition    .... 

Paper  on  fracture  of  the  skull 

Mulberry  calculus 

Gorget  invented  by  the  late  Mr.  Wells,  of  Sheffield,  Surgeon 

Paper  on  necrosis 

Paper  on  some  of  the  uses  of  nitrate  of  silver  in  surgical  cases     . 

Class  ir. — Rkspibato*t  Systbh. 

Bronchial  glands  and  a  portion  of  the  lung  of  a  fork  grinder 
Two  small  portions  of  lungs  resembling  the  condition  of  these) 
organs  in  grinders'  asthma > 


Mr.  Thomas 
Mr.  H.  Jackson 

Dr.  Favell 

Mr.  Boultbee 

Mr.  H.  Jackson 
Mr.  Boultbee 
Mr.  W.  Jackson 
Mr.  Overend 


Mr.  H.  Jackson 
Mr.  H.  Thomas 
Mr.  H.  Jackson 


Mr.  Porter 
Dr.  Favell 


Oct.  6,  42 
Mar.  23, 43 

Jan.  13,  43 

Oct.  20,  42 

Mar.  23,  43 

Dec.  29,  42 

-      1,42 

Oct.  20,  42 

Nov.  17,  42 

n      3,42 

,.    17,42 

Dec.  16,  42 


Oct.  20,  42 
March  9, 43 


64 
175 

133 

65 

174 

120 

100 

66 

85 

84 

87 

116 


65 
166 


SHEFFIELD  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


85 


No. 


15 
16 
17 
18 
19 

20 

21 


23 
24 

25 

26 
27 


28 
29 
30 
31 

32 

33 
34 


35 
36 


37 

38 
39 


40 
41 


42 
43 

44 

45 
46 
47 


Class  ii.  continued. 


Paper  on  grinders'  asthma   ...... 

Right  lung  showing  softening  tubercles  •  • 
Lung  of  a  negro  containing  tuberculous  cavaties 
Subserous  lnmelliform  ossification  on  the  left  lung 
A  small  portion  of  lung  containing  scirrhous  tubercle  . 
Larynx,  trachea,  and  thyroid  gland,  showing  enlargement  of? 
the  gland  and  consequent  constriction  of  the  trachea  .  .J 
A  case  of  laryngismus  stridulus 

Class  hi. — Cibculatory  System. 

Heart  and  aorta,  showing  hypertrophy  of  the  former  and  dilatation  1 
of  the  left  rcntricle ;  dilatation  at  the  commencement  of  the  5- 
aorta  with  ragged  opening  above  one  of  the  sigmoid  valves  .  J 

Heart,  aorta,  and  iliac  arteries,  showing  ossification     . 

Aorta  and  iliac  arteries  showing  ossification  . 

Heart  in  a  state  of  hypertrophy,  aortic  valves  diseased,  right 
auricle  dilated,  bony  depositions  at  both  the  auriculo-ven- 
tricular  openings ,• 

Heart  showing  partial  pericarditis  and  hypertrophy 

Paper  on  certain  morbid  phenomena  illustrative  of  the  reflex? 
functions  of  nerves J 


'} 


Class  iv.— Digestive  System. 

Liver  in  a  state  of  cirrhosis 

Liver  in  a  state  of  cirrhosis  ....... 

Portion  of  liver  containing  a  large  serous  cyst      .... 

Case  of  solution  of  the  stomach 

Paper  on  paralysis  of  the  oesophagus,  followed  by  hemiplegia,? 

and  cured  by  electro-magnetism ) 

Large  scirrhous  tumour  of  stomach 

Ileum  showing  ulceration  of  the  glands  of  Peyer 

Class  v. — Diseases  whose  Proximate  Causes  aee 
Unknown. 

Paper  on  diabetes .        . 

Paper  on  hydrophobia \ 


Class  vi. — Toxicology. 

Supposed  cases  of  poisoning    .... 
Further  particulars  on  Mr.  Thorpe's  cases 
Do.  do. 

on  an  overdose  of  narcotic  quack  medicine 
Stomach  of  woman  supposed  to  have  taken  poison 

Class  vii. — Materia  Medica. 

Gunjah 

Homoeopathic  medicine  chest      .... 


(Supj 
<  Purt 

Paper < 


Class  tut. — Miscellaneous  Subjects. 

Dr.  Watson's  test  chest  for  examination  of  urine 

Optic  nerve  in  a  state  of  atrophy,  the  eye  of  the  same  side  having? 

been  blind J 

Adult  heart  weighing  only  3$oz.         .... 

Paper  on  infanticide 

Paper  on  six  cases  of  fever  occurring  in  one  family 
Paper  on  the  relation  of  chemistry  to  physiology 


Contributors. 


Mr.  Porter 
Dr.  FaveU 


Mr.  Porter 


Dr.  FaveU 


»  »» 


Dr.  FaveU 


Mr.  Boultbee 
Dr.  FaveU 

Dr.  Shearman 

Mr.  Parker 


Sir  A.J.  Knight 
Mr.  H.  Jackson 


Mr.  Thorpe 
Dr.  FaveU 


Mr.  Wilkinson 
Mr.  Smith 


Dr.  FaveU 
Mr.  H.  Jackson 


Mr.  H.  Jackson 

Mr.  Porter 

Dr.  FaveU 
Mr.  Boultbee 
Dr.  Branson 
Mr.  Smith 


Date. 


Page 


Jan.  26,  43 
„     12,43 

.,  26,43 
„  12,43 
„     12,43 

Feb.  9,  43 


Nov.  17,  42 

Dec.  I,  42 
March  9,  .43 

Dec.  15,  42 

Jan.  13,  43 
Dec.  1,  42 


Jan.  12,  43 
March  9,  43 
Dec.  29,  42 
Feb.  9,  43 

Jan.  28,  43 

Feb.  23,  43 
March  9,  43 


Dec.  15,42 
„     29, 42 


Nov.  3,  42 

„    17,42 

Dec.  1,  43 

March  9, 43 

„    23,43 


Feb.  23,  47 
Mar.  23,  43 


Dec.  29,  42 
Nov,  17,42 
Jan.  13, 43 

n         n 

Mar.  23,  43 
April  6, 43 


143 
134 
143 
134 
134 

151 


86 

101 
166 

111 

134 
101 


134 
166 
120 
150 

156 

155 
166 


112 
120 


78 

98 

100 

167 

173 


155 
174 


120 

86 

133 
135 
175 
185 


The  resume  having,  as  you  will  perceive,  a  very 
extensive  range,  must  necessarily  be  either  too  long 
or  incomplete.  Many  things  will  be  barety  men- 
tioned, and  only  the  more  interesting  portions  of 
the  transactions  of  the  past  session  brought  pro- 
minently forward. 

Class  i. 

No.  1 :  The  steatomatous  tumour,  which  had  been 
growing  1 1  years,  was  removed  by  Mr.  Thomas, 
in  October  last,  from  the  back  of  an  infirmary 
patient.  Before  removal,  it  measured  nine  inches 
over  the  surface  in  one  direction,  and  seven  inches 
It  had  never  been  painful,  and  was 


troublesome  only  on  account  of  its  size,  which  pre- 
vented the  free  movements  of  the  scapula. 

No.  2,  is  a  small  scirrhous  tumour  removed  by  Mr. 
H.  Jackson,  together  with  a  portion  of  the  superior 
maxillary  bone,  to  which  it  adhered,  from  an  infir- 
mary patient  in  December  last.  The  first  patient 
recovered  without  an  untoward  symptom;  the 
second  is  now  convalescent. 

No.  3,  is  an  instance  of  cancer  of  the  womb  and 
ovaries  with  scirrhous  tubercle  of  the  meso- rectum. 
It  is  now  pretty  well  established  that  all  these 
growths  are  essentially  parasitical  j  and  that  whether 
they  originate  in  inflammation  or  not,  they  depend 
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on  a  continued  perversion  of  nutrition.  Scbroeder 
Van  der  Kolk  has  observed  that  they  may  be  distin- 
guished from  the  common  products  of  inflammation, 
false  membranes  for  instance,  by  their  ■  blood 
vessels,  which  have  nearly  all  the  appearance  of 
minute  arteries,  while  in  false  membranes  there 
are  many  veins.  The  frequently  rapid  growth  of 
cancer  is  very  remarkable,  and  sufficiently  distin- 
guishes it  from  the  products  of  inflammation. 
According  to  Andral,  a  cancerous  tumour  of  the 
omentum  increased  so  fast,  that  at  the  end  of  five 
weeks  it  filled  the  abdomen.  M tiller  has  ably 
elucidated  by  his  microscopical  observations,  the 
growth  of  these  tumours,  and  shown  that  it 
depends  on  the  formation  of  cytoblasts  in  the 
blastema  supplied  by  the  blood  vessels.  The  lovers 
of  simplicity  will  be  pleased  to  find  that  these 
cytoblasts  are  similar  to  those  on  which  vegetable 
growth  depends,  discovered  by  Schleiden  ;  and 
also  to  those  on  which  normal  animal  growth 
depends,  discovered  by  Schwann. 

The  great  practical  distinction  to  be  made  in 
tumours  is  into  malignant  and  benign.  The  semj- 
fluctuating  character  and  globulated  structure  of 
the  large  steatomatous  tumour,  as  was  observed  by 
Mr.  Thomas,  entitled  it  to  the  latter  character; 
but  it  should  never  be  forgotten  in  practice,  that  a 
tumour,  inert  in  itself  and  not  at  all  affecting  the 
general  health,  may  assume  in  its  progress,  a 
decided  character  of  malignancy. 

No.  4,  is  the  liver  and  stomach  df  a  poor  woman, 
who  was  stabbed  while  in  bed,  by  her  husband.  The 
instrument  employed,  a  common  clasp  knife,  with 
a  sheep-foot  blade,  was  thrust  perpendicularly  into 
the  epigastrium,  through  the  sharp  edge  of  the  left 
lobe  of  the  liver,  through  the  anterior  parietes  of 
the  stomach,  and  lastly  through  the  mucous  and  mus- 
cular coats  posteriorly,  leaving  only  the  peritoneal 
coat  entire.  Unimportant  wounds  were  inflicted 
on  other  parts  of  her  body.  She  died  in  a  few 
minutes. 

No.  5,  is  a  portion  of  the  abdominal  parietes  .of  a 
man,  aged  42  years,  who  accidentally  forced  the 
blade  of  a  chisel  into  his  abdomen,  while  putting  a 
handle  on  the  tang,  and  thrnsting  •  the  sharp  edge 
against  his  belly,  defended  only  by  his  clothes  and 
a  bit  of  deal  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  in  thick- 
ness. He  lived  four  days.  Blood  was  effused  into 
the  peritoneal  cavity  j  but  the  evidences  of  inflam- 
mation of  this  membrane  were  not  well  marked. 

No.  6,  is  a  woman's  stomach,  which  was  ruptured 
by  a  violent  blow  on  the  epigastrium,  the  organ 
being  at  the  time  distended  with  food.  Instant 
death  was  the  result  A  considerable  quantity  of 
food  was  found  in  the  peritoneal  cavity. 

It  is  probable  that  in  the  last  three  cases  (Nos.  4, 
5,6,)  the  injuries  received  acted  after  the  manner  of 
a  concussion.  In  No.  4,  although  there  was  consi- 
derable internal  haemorrhage,  an  artery  of  some 
size  having  been  divided,  yet  this  was  insufficient 
to  account  for  death ;  and  in  this  case,  as  well  as 


in  No.  6,  the  great  semilunar  ganglion  doubtless 
received  a  shock  sufficient  to  produce  the  fatal 
depre8Ssion  of  the  heart's  action.  In  the  first  of 
these  cases,  the  knife  was  evidently  struck  in  with 
great  violence.  In  No.  5,  the  patient  lived  lour 
days ;  but  during  this  time  the  action  of  the  heart 
was  feeble,  the  temperature  of  the  surface  dimi- 
nished, and  sensation  impaired.  If  it  were  admitted 
that  in  this  case,  inflammation  caused  the  patient's 
death,  still  it  might  reasonably  be  held  that  this 
inflammation  had  acted  after  the  manner  of  a  shock. 

Professor  Alison,  in  his  Outlines  of  Pathology, 
p.  128,  has  these  words,  "  Inflammation  is  some* 
times  quickly  fatal,  independently  of  any  alteration 
in  the  texture  of  the  inflamed  part,  simply  by  the 
gradual  depression  of  the  powers  of  the  circulation, 
which  attends  it,  and  which  may  be  called  a  strictly 
sympathetic  effect.  The  case  of  inflammation  of 
the  peritoneum  is  the  best  example  of  tmVdanger.** 
The  Professor  states  that  this  inflammation  is  some- 
times fatal  without  even  air*  effusion  of  lymph,  and 
that  the  only  explanation  to  be  given  is  "  that  any 
violent  injury  of  the  abdomen,  by  virtue  probably  of 
the  intense  and  peculiar  sensation  it  excites,  acta, 
as  a  powerful  sedative  on  the  heart." 

With  the  consideration  of  the  ruptured  vagina 
and  uterus  (No.  7)  it  is  unnecessary  to  detain  yon, 
as  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  will  be  fully  brought 
before  the  society  next  session.  It  is  sufficient  to 
say  the  whole  ovum  escaped  into  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen,  and  that  Mr.  Jackson  removed  it  by  the 
operation  of  gastrotomy.  The  poor  woman  died 
op  the.  seventh  day  after  the  operation.  In  the 
peritoneal  cavity,  there  was  neither  effusion  of 
blood  nor  decided  evidence  of  inflammation.  The 
uterus  had  properly  contracted ;  and  except  that 
it  was  ruptured,  was  healthy.  The  rent  longitudi- 
nally measured  three  and  a  half  inches;  transversely, 
close  to  the  cervix  uteri,  more  than  two  inches  $, 
and  the  cervix  was  itself  torn  to  the  extent  of  half 
an  inch. 

No.  8,  is  a  paper  by  Mr.  Overend,  on  fracture  of 
the  skull,  interesting  chiefly  on  account  of  a  pro- 
posal founded  on  it  by  the  author,  to  divide  the 
dura  mater  in  those  cases  of  compression,  in 
which,  after  the  use  of  the  trephine,  the  symptoms* 
continue.  The  fracture,  which  was  the  result  of  a 
violent  kick  on  the  head  by  a  vicious  horse,  impli- 
cated the  frontal,  both  parietal,  both  temporal,  and 
the  ethmoid  bones.  Two  triangular  pieces  of 
bone  were  quite  separated,  and  there  were  three 
lacerations  of  the  dura  mater.  To  these  lacerations 
Mr.  Overend  attributed  the  mildness  of  the  symp- 
toms; for,  notwithstanding  the  extraordinary  amount 
of  injury,  the  patient  lived  four  days,  and  bad  consi- 
derable consciousness  and  sensibility.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  give  more  than  a  general  idea  of  the 
discussion  elicited  by  the  proposal  to  divide  the 
dura  mater.  Dr.  Favell  alluded  to  the  experi- 
ments of  the  late  Dr.  Kelly,  of  teith ;  and  said 
that  unless  (he  walls  of  the  cranium  yielded,  be 
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could  not  see  how  -the  division  of  a  membrane, 
which  is  every  where  adherent  to  the  internal 
surface  of  the  cranium,  was  to  relieve  the  brain 
from  pressure.  Others  expressed  similar  opinions. 
Mr.  Overend  acknowledged  that  his  proposal  was 
opposed  to  a  doctrine  established  in  surgery,  and 
strongly  insisted  on  by  Sir  Astley  Cooper;  bnt 
observed  that  inflammation  deprived  all  serous  and 
fibrous  textures  of  their  elasticity,  and,  as  in  the 
instance  of  the  fascia  lata  of  the  thigh,  was  fre- 
quently attended  with  permanent  contraction.  He 
thought  that  if  the  practice  proposed  enabled  the 
dura  mater  to  yield  only  where  the  trephine  had 
been  applied,  even  this  apparently  trifling  advantage 
might  relieve  the  brain  from  pressure,  which  would 
otherwise  prove  fatal  In  the  course  of  the  evening, 
it  was  observed  that  Sir  B.  Brodie  had  related  a 
case  in  which  Mr.  Cline,  sen.,  having  trephined  a 
patient  without  relieving  him  from  the  symptoms 
of  compression,  and  then  observing  that  the  dura 
mater  was  elevated,  and  of  a  bluish  colour,  made 
an  opening  into  the  membrane  by  which  a  quantity 
of  fluid  blood  escaped,  and  the  patient  did  well. 
No.  9,  is  a  mulberry  calculus,  weighing  35  grains, 
if  extracted  by  Mr.  Overend  from  a  child,  aged  seven 
*  years.  In  this  case,  the  operator  met  with  a  diffi- 
culty which  bad  never  occurred  to  him  before.  He 
used  Key's  knife  and  staff;  on  raising  the  former 
to  the  horizontal  position,  so  as  to  make  the  angle 
with  the  latter,  be  found  there  was  not  sufficient 
room  between  the  rami  for  the  passage  of  the  knife ; 
and  he  was  compelled  to  make  a  sweep  round  the 
ramus  of  the  right  ischium.  The  cutting  edge  of 
the  knife  was  injured  in  consequence  of  having 
hitched  against  the  cartilaginous  edge  of  the  left 
ramus.  The  patient  recovered  very  satisfactorily. 
Passing  over  No.  10,  your  attention  is  solicited  to 
No.  1 1,  Mr.  Thomas's  paper  on  necrosis.  The  disease, 
in  the  case  which  formed  the  subject  of  Mr.  Thomas's 
paper,  had  existed  five  years.  In  August  last,  Mr. 
Thomas  trephined  the  tibia,  and  removed  a  seques- 
trum about  four  incites  and  a  half  long,  and  broken 
into  several  pieces.  Mr.  Thomas  said  that  in  this  case, 
the  exciting  cause  had  been  idiopathic  inflamma- 
tion of  the  cancellated  structure,  as  was  proved 
by  the  diffuse  swelling,  the  high  febrile  excitement, 
and  the  delirium  which  were  present  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  affection.  In  the  discussion, 
•  the  opinions  of  Boyer,  who  holds  that  the  outer 
table  of  bone  and  the  periosteum  are  concerned  in 
the  production  of  the  new  bone ;  of  Richerand,  who 
holds  that  the  whole  of  the  outer  table  is  always  left 
entire ;  and  of  Troja  and  Macartney,  who  attribute 
the  formation  of  the  new  bone  entirely  to  the 
periosteum,  were  considered.  Mr.  Overend  showed 
the  whole  shaft  of  a  humerus,  which  he  had 
removed  without  any  operation,  and  which  of  course 
supported  the  views  of  Troja  and  Marcatrney. 
This  gentleman  said  that  his  experience  taught 
him  that  struma  and  syphilis  were  the  predisposing 
causes  of  necrosis.    If  it  occurred  after  the  18th  or 


20th  year  it  generally  resulted  from  syphilis;  and 
if  before  this  age,  from  struma.  Mr.  Jackson 
exhibited  a  specimen  in  conflrmation  of  Marcartne/s 
doctrine ;  and  allowed  a  drawing  of  a  leg,  whence 
portions  of  bone  having  been  removed,  the  outer 
shell  of  the  tibia  was  left  healthy  and  threw  out 
granulations,  which  healed  perfectly,  leaving  an 
opening  of  about  two  inches  quite  through  the  bone. 
No.  1%  is  Mr.  H.  Jackson's  paper  ou  some  of 
the  uses  of  the  nitrate  of  silver  in  surgical  cases. 
He  was  induced  to  bring  the  subject  before  the 
Society,  because  neither  in  Dr.  Watson's  clinical 
lectures,  published  in  the  Provincial  Medical 
Journal,  nor  in  Mr.  Higginbottom's  work,  were 
the  uses  of  nitrate  of  silver,  which  formed  the 
subject  of  his  paper,  mentioned.  He  alluded  to  its 
employment  in  bed  sores,  burns  and  scalds.  He  bad 
met  with  bed  sores  in  which  De  Haen's  lotion, 
plasters,  and  pillows  to  remove  pressure,  all  failed 
to  procure  relief;  and  in  which  the  nitrate  acted 
very  satisfactorily.  He  uses  it  in  the  form  of 
aqueous  solution  of  varying  strength,  generally 
ten  grains  to  the  ounce,  and  applies  it  by  means  of 
a  camel-hair  brush,  two  or  three  times  a  day,  over 
every  part  exhibiting  the  slightest  appearance  of 
inflammation.  In  superficial  burns  and  scalds,  Mr. 
H.  Jackson  finds  that  this  remedy  removes  the  pain 
and  prevents  vesication ;  while  in  deeper  bums, 
although  it  can  have  no  effect  on  the  charred  parts,  it 
removes  the  superficial  inflammation  and  very  much 
diminishes  the  pain.  He  first  used  this  agent  in 
bed  sores,  at  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Thompson. 

Class  ii. 

Passing  over  Nos.  13  and  14,  your  attention 
must  next  be  directed  fbr  a  few  minutes  to  Mr. 
Porter's  paper  on  Grinders*  Asthma,  No.  15.  Wm.  */ 
Batty,  aged  44  years,  a  fork  grinder,  of  stead v 
habits,  and  originally  of  good  constitution,  began 
to  work  at  the  age  of  13  years.  Eleven  years  ago, 
he  abandoned  his  trade.  At  this  time,  he  had  a 
short  dry  cough,  without  either  much  pain  or  expec- 
toration ;  but  spitting  of  blood  soon  came  on,  the 
expectoration  became  copious  and  was  occasionally 
black.  Sept.  9,  1842.  He  is  extremely  attenuated ; 
cough  troublesome;  expectoration  copious,  black, 
sometimes  yellow,  and  raised  with  difficulty  •  profuse 
night  sweats ;  voice  subdued  to  a  whisper ;  inspira- 
tion generally  attended  with  pain  of  the  right  side  j 
breathing  rather  hurried  after  mud)  exertion.  Phy. 
sical  signs  —  right  side  of  chest  almost  inactive, 
the  respiratory  movements  being  confined  to  the 
left;  dulness  on  percussion  over  the  whole  of  the 
chest,  but  perhaps  more  distinct  on  the  right 
side ;  respiration  bronchial  throughout ;  a  slight 
gurgling  sound  towards  the  apex  ef  the  right  lung. 
He  died  Oct.  9,  1842.  Examination  of  body  34 
hours  after  death.  Only  the  appearances  of  the 
lungs,  of  the  bronchial  glands,  and  of  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  trachea  and  bronchi,  will  be  here* 
stated.    The  lungs  did  not  collapse,  their  whole 
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surface  was  covered  with  block  spots  about  the 
me  of  currants;  and  the  whole  texture  of  the 
organs  presented  a  similar  appearance*  Some  of 
these  black  bodies  were  three,  four,  or  five  times 
larger  than  a  currant,  and  so  hard  that  in  attempt- 
ing to  cut  through  them,  the  soalpel  was  sometimes 
arrested  by  a  gritty  substance.  At  the  bifurcation 
of  the  trachea,  some  of  them  were  the  size  of  a 
horse-cbesnut.  The  mucous  membrane  of  the 
trachea  and  bronchi  was  thickened,  partially  of  a 
granular  appearance,  but  presenting  no  point  of 
ulceration.  The  upper  part  of  the  left  lung  was 
indurated  and  firmer  than  liver.  About  one  fourth 
of  the  upper  part  of  the  right  lung  was  occupied  by 
a  very  large  cavity,  lined  by  a  distinct  membrane, 
and  containing  a  small  portion  of  broken-down 
lung.  The  fist  introduced  into  this  cavity  did 
dot  distend  it.  It  had  no  communication  with  the 
bronchial  tabes,  and  the  sac  was  adherent  to  the 
pleura.  Except  at  their  upper  part  the  lungs 
were  slightly  crepitous,  and  discharged  a  frothy 
matter  when  incised. 

Sir  A.  J.  Knight,  who  published  an  account  of 
this  disease  in  the  North  of  England  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal,  1830,  with  some  statistical  infor- 
mation on  the  same  subject,  said  that  the  gritty  depo- 
sition being  very  abundant,  it  was  probable  the 
metallic  particles  were  expectorated,  and  the  silice- 
ous ones  retained.  He  had  seen  patients  cough 
up  a  quantity  of  dust,  covered  with  a  film  of  mucus. 
Laeonec,  who  was  not  practically  acquainted  with 
this  malady,  denied  that  the  inhalation  of  noxious 
particles  was  its  exciting  cause.  Sir  A.  Knight  *as 
of  opinion  that  if,  on  the  first  appearance  of  the 
symptoms,  grinders  could  be  induced  to  apply 
themselves  to  agriculture,  their  lives  would  be  much 
prolonged ;  but  artisans  of  this  class  were  very  impa- 
tient of  any  interference,  and  unwilling  to  take 
advice.  The  reader  of  the  paper,  Mr.Porter,utidtliat 
the  symptoms  of  grinders*  asthma  did  not  differ  from 
those  of  ordinary  phthisis  j  and  the  most  remark- 
able |*ostmortem  appearance  consisted  in  the 
-enlarged  and  indurated  state  of  the  bronchial 
grands.  Since  the  treatise  by  Sir  A.  J.  Knight  was 
•written,  our  townsman,  Dr.  Holland,  has  published 
.some  \try  copious  statistics,  by  which  the  appalling 
mortality  of  grinders  is  placed  in  a  very  clear  light. 
From  this  publication  you  shall  be  troubled  with 
»  only  one  very  short  table  referring  to  pen-blade 
grinders. 

..THB  AGB8  OF  THE  67   WHO   HAVE  DIJED  SINCE  1832. 

Prom  21  to  25  years  of  age       ....  12 

,,,25  10  30  „         15 

r„    30  to  35  , 14 

v,    35  to  40  „         8 

*,    40  to  45  „           6 

^    46  to  50  , 8 

At    50    „  „           1 

w    57    „  „         .....  I 

„     58     „  „            •     •     •     •     •  1 

>»     Co    „  „         1 


Pen-blade  grinding,  2t  should  be  remembered,  is 
not  the  most  destructive  branch  of  the  trade. 

Passing  over  Nos.  16, 17, 18, 19,  and  20,  you  must 
be  introduced  to  a  very  brief  notice  of  No.  21,  a 
case  of  laryngismus  stridulus,  the  particulars  of 
which  Dr.  Favell  was  kind  enough  to  give  orally, 
on  the  occasion  of  your  disappointment  in  the  non- 
arrival  of  the  gentleman  by  whom  the  paper  for  the 
evening  should  have  been  read.  The  symptoms 
were  those  which  usually  characterize  this  affection, 
but  the  case  is  interesting  chiefly  on  account  of 
having  been  associated  with  patency  of  the  foramen 
ovale.  A  medical  man,  who  saw  the  patient  in  the 
paroxysm  which  proved  fatal,  said  be  attributed  the 
symptoms  to  disease  of  the  heart.  Dr.  Favell  con. 
tended  that  the  symptoms  had  no  connection  with 
the  affection  of  the  heart ;  and  thought  that  the 
condition  of  the  foramen  ovale  was  an  accidental 
complication,  which,  although  it  might  have  co- 
operated with  the  laryngeal  disease  in  producing 
death,  was  not  the  essential  cause  of  the  fatal 
termination* 

Class  hi. 

Nos.  22,  23,  24,  25,  and  26,  do  not  demand, 
perhaps,  any  further  notice  than  they  have 
received  in  the  classification.  You  will,  therefore, 
be  immeditaely  conducted  to  Dr.  FavelPs  paper  on 
certain  morbid  phenomena,  illustrative  of  the  reflex 
functions  of  nerves.  This  was  an  elaborate  state- 
ment of  the  conection  which  frequently  subsists 
between  pericarditis  and  chorea.  Dr.  Favell  adduced 
many  instances,  in  proof  of  this  connection,  from  his 
own  practice ;  from  Dr.  Babington,  Guy's  Hospital 
Reports,  vol.  13;  from  Dr.  Bright,  Medico-Cmrur- 
gfcal  Transactions,  vol.  22 ;  from  Dr.  Younge,  of 
Plymouth,  Guy's  Hospital  Reports,  No.  9;  from 
Andrai,  and  from  Bouillaud.  The  chorea  frequently 
masks  entirely  the  pericarditis,  of  which  it  is 
only,  in  these  cases,  a  symptom  ;  just  as  epilepsy  is 
occasionally  a  symptom  of  intestinal  worms.  The 
practical  lesson  which  Dr.  Favell  adduced,  and  on 
which  he  forcibly  insisted,  was,  that  in  all  cases 
of  chorea  a  careful  physical  examination  of  the 
preecordial  region,  by  means  of  the  stethoscope, 
ought  at  once  to  be  instituted. 
Class  IV. 

For  Nos.  28,  29,  90, 32,  33,  and  34,  the  notice 
already  taken  of  them  must  suffice;  but  No.  31, 
Dr.  Shearman's  ease  of  paralysis  of  the  oesophagus,^ 
followed  by  hemiplegia,  and  cured  by  electro-mag- 
netism, will  require  your  attention  for  a  few  minutes. 
The  following  are  the  leading  features  in  the  case  :— 
The  patient,  a  lady,  was  51  years  of  age,  and  had 
suffered  for  some  months  from  tic  douloureux  of 
the  right  inferior  maxillary  nerve.  On  January  31, 
1841,  she  was  suddenly  seised  with  an  extraor- 
dinary attack  of  vomiting.  She  fainted,  and  bad 
loss  of  power  over  the  arms  when  m  tiie  upright, 
but  not  when  in  the  recumbent  posture.  On  the 
evening  of  the  1st  of  February,  she  found  it  impos- 
sible to  swallow  any  thing,  and  the  sickness  subsided. 
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There  were  no  symptom*  of  inflammatory  action. 
Subsequently  she  had  paralysis  of  the  left  side  of 
the  face,  and  of  the  right  arm  and  leg.  The  patient 
became  exceedingly  feeble,  and  neither  external 
nor  internal  stimulants  had  any  effect.  Dr.  Shearman 
treated  the  case  as  he  would  hare  done  if  it  had 
been  one  of  palsy,  succeeding  a  slight  fit  of  apoplexy. 
Nothing  could  be  introduced  into  the  stomach 
except  through  the  oesophagus  tube.  On  the  25th 
of  February,  electro-magnetism  was  applied,  with 
the  sanction  of  Sir  A.  J.  Knight,  to  the  back 
of  the  neck  and  chest  in  the  course  of  the 
OBSophagns,  to  the  left  side  of  the  face,  and 
from  the  spine  in  the  course  of  the  nerves 
to  the  right  arm  and  leg.  This  was  done  one  hour 
at  least  three  times  a  day  for  a  month,  and  after- 
wards twice  a  day.  The  nutritious  and  stimulating 
injections  into  die  stomach  were  continued  until 
March  9th,  when  she  could  swallow  so  well  that 
the  oesophagus  tube  was  unnecessary.  Pretty  good 
doses  of  quinine,  and  other  stimulating  tonics,  in 
the  way  of  nourishment,  were  administered ;  and 
great  attention  was  paid  to  the  digestive  organs.  On 
the  26th  of  June  she  could  walk  up  and  down  stairs 
tolerably  well.  From  this  time,  the  electro  mag- 
netism  was  gradually  discontinued.  She  got  quite 
well,  and  is  so  at  this  moment. 

This)  is  clearly  a  very  rare  case.  While  it  was 
going  on,  Sir  A.  J.  Knight  and  Dr.  Shearman  con- 
sulted all  the  authorities  within  their  reach  without 
obtaining  any  information  respecting  it.  Dr. 
Shearman  referred  the  case  to  Dr.  Abercrombie, 
who  acknowledged  that  he  was  quite  at  a  loss  with 
regard  to  the  state  of  the  spinal  cord.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  that  in  this  case  there  was  no  struc- 
tural disease.  This  seemed  to  be  the  general 
opinion  of  the  society.  With  respect  to  treatment, 
the  writer  doubts  whether  the  electro-magnetism  is 
entitled  to  the  credit  of  having  effected  the  cure ; 
or  whether  this  should  be  attributed  to  the 
quinine,  stimulating  tonics,  and  the  great  attention 
which  was  paid  to  the  digestive  organs.  Paralysis 
occasionally  terminates  favourably  quite  irres- 
pectively of  medical  tieatment,  and  the  acknow- 
ledged obscurity  in  which  the  proximate  cause,  in 
the  case  under  consideration,  was  involved,  demands 
especial  caution  in  assigning  to  each  of  the  various 
means  employed  in  the  treatment,  its  due  share  of 
credit.  It  is  by  no  means  impossible,  that  the 
electro-magnetism,  instead  of  having  carried  off  the 
complaint,  retarded  the  cure  j  and  that  this  was 
ultimately  accomplished  by  nature,  assisted  by  the 
general  treatment  Until  a  series  of  cases  treated 
with,  have  been  contrasted  with  a  parallel  series 
treated  without  electro-magnetism,  it  would  be 
onpbUosophical  to  pronounce  a  decided  opinion  on 
this  principle  as  a  curative  agent  in  paralysis. 
Although  the  writer  has  employed  electro-magne- 
tism in  a  variety  of  cases,  during  the  last  twelve 
months,  yet  he  has  hardly  been  able  to  verify  a 
single  observation  of  any  one  of  its  numerous  and 


zealous  advocates.  Dr.  Shearman  nsed  either  the 
negative  or  positive  pole,  as  chance  directed.  Now 
Ritter  asserts  that  the  former  diminishes,  while  the 
latter  augments  the  powers  of  life,  and  J.  D. 
Humphreys,  medical  galvanist,  with  Chas.  Wood* 
ward  and  others,  says  that  the  positive  pole  exerts 
a  salutary  influence,  by  exhilarating  the  spirits, 
and  infusing  feelings  of  energy  and  strength ; 
while  the  negative  excites  a  sense  of  exhaustion 
and  of  irritation.  These  writers  distinctly  state 
that  the  only  effect  of  the  negative  pole,  if  applied 
to  the  seat  of  a  disease,  would  be  to  aggravate  its 
worst  symptoms.  How  are  these  opinions  to  be 
reconciled  with  Dr.  Shearman's  belief,  that  he  had 
cured  his  patient  by  an  indiscriminate  use  of  the 
oxidating  and  deoxidating  electricities  ? 

Dr.  Wilkinson,  Dr.  Hodgkin,  Mr.  Ware,  and 
Mr.  Carpue,  ascribe  wonderful  power  to  electro- 
magnetism  in  diseases  affecting  respiration,  circu- 
lation, digestion,  and  secretion.  According  U> 
these  gentlemen,  there  is  hardly  a  complaiut  which 
it  will  not  either  cure  or  relieve ;  or  an  indication) 
in  therapeutics  which  it  will  not  satisfactorily  fulfil. 
The  writer  can  reconcile  the  discrepancies  between 
the  statements  of  authors  and  his  own  experience, 
only  by  supposing  that  the  publications  on  this  sub- 
ject contain  many  errors.  With  respect,  however,  to 
the  case  under  consideration,  it  is  right  to  say  the 
society  generally  agreed  with  Dr.  Shearman,  in 
.ascribing  the  cure  to  electro-magnetism ;  and  that 
Dr.  Abercrombie  speaks  rather  favourably  of  this 
agent 

Class  v. 

Time  will  only  allow  a  bare  mention  of  these 
papers.  No  35,  is  an  account  of  a  case  of  diabetes,, 
which  was  under  treatment  when  the  paper  was 
read.  The  plan,  ably  advocated  by  Dr.  Barlow,  in 
the  Guy's  Hospital  reports,  vol.  xi.,  waa  tried.  It 
had  great  power  in  diminishing  the  quantity  of 
urine;  but  the  specific  gravity  and  the  solid  con- 
tents were  not  very  sensibly  affected.  This  is  a 
very  interesting  case,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  Sir 
A.  Knight  will  again  bring  it  before  the  society. 

No.  36,  Mr.  H.  Jackson's  paper  on  hydro- 
phobia, which  enters  into  a  full  consideration  of 
this  incurable  malady,  has  been  published  in 
full  in  the  Provincial  Medical  Journal :  so  that  it 
is  unnecessary  to  recapitulate  the  particulars  ot 
this  communication. 

Class  vi. 

No.  37,  is  a  case  of  supposed  poisoning.  The* 
body  of  the  deceased  was  exhumed,  and  the  stomach 
examined  by  Dr.  Favell.  All  the  modern  testa  for 
arsenic  were  used,  viz.,  the  ammonio-sulphate  of 
copper,  ammonio-nitrate  of  silver,  sulphuretted 
hydrogen,  and  Marsh's  galvanic  test.  No  arsenic 
was  detected.  Dr.  Favell  had  no  opportunity  of 
examining  any  portion  of  the  Intestines,  in  which  it 
was  much  more  likely  that  arsenic  would  be  found, 
and  wbere  indeed  it  was  subsequently  detected  by; 
a  surgeon  at  Chesterfield.  r  Q  ° 
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Tins  case  did  not  involve  any  legal  prosecution. 
How  the  poisoning  was  brought  about  has  never 
been  ascertained.  No  one  was  suspected.  Six 
individuals  of  one  family  had  symptoms  of  having 
taken  poison  ;  but  only  one,  the  father,  died.  From 
this  case  an  important  lesson  may  be  deduced.  In 
ail  fatal  cases  of  suspected  poisoning,  the  intestines 
should  be  submitted  to  chemical  examination,  if 
the  evidence  required  be  not  found  in  the  stomach. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  allude  to  the  painful  conse. 
•quences  of  interring  bodies,  after  death  under 
auspicious  circumstances,  before  the  coroner  has 
held  his  inquest. 

No.  38  is  an  account  of  the  effects,  in  a  child 
nged  three  months,  of  an  over-dose  of  narcotic 
quack  medicine,  namely  a  teaspoonful  of  Godfrey's 
cordial,  containing,  as  the  druggist  informed  the 
reader  of  the  paper,  about  two  minims  of  tincture 
of  opium.  The  child  recovered.  There  can  be 
no  doubt  the  employment  of  this  powerful  drug  by 
non-professional  persons  is  highly  dangerous. 

No.  39.  Of  this,  sufficient  notice  is  taken  in  the 
classification. 

Class  vii. 

No.  40,  is  on  the  Gunjah.    This  is  a  very  inter. 

•esting  drug,  but  the  writer  knows  nothing  of  it 

tpractically.    It  is  the  Canabis  indica.    As  much  is 

-said  of  it  in  the  periodicals,  it  may  be  interesting 

to  observe,  that  in  the  memoirs  of  the  Emperor 

Baber,  the  conquerer  of  Hindostan,  translated  from 

the  Persian,  allusion  is  made  to  this  plant  as  a 

means  of  excitement  in  connection  with  other  nar- 

^eoties.    This  philosophic  warrior  king,  in  a  history 

*■  remarkable  for  its  truth  and   clearness,   gives  a 

:  striking  account  of  the  spirit  drinkers  and    die 

.  opium  eaters  of  his  own  time,    The  opium  eaters 

,are    represented  as   producing    a    delicious   and 

« dreamy  intoxication  by  taking  a  maajun,  a  compound 

^of  opium  and  Indian  hemp. 

-No.  41,    Of  this,  nothing  need  be  said  here. 

Class  viii. 
Nos.  42,  43,  and  44,  are  perhaps  sufficiently 
noticed  in  the  classification.  You  must,  therefore, 
give  a  few  minutes  to  the  consideration  of  No.  45, 
Mr.  Boultbee's  paper  on  infanticide,  In  the  case 
which  formed  the  subject  of  Mr.  Boultbee's  com- 
munication, the  child  died  of  umbilical  haemorrhage, 
occasioned  by  improper  management  of  the  cord. 
This  case  was  interesting  as  showing  the  value  of 
the  hydrostatic  and  static  tests.  It  is  probable, 
Jiowever,  that  at  the  present  day  no  amount  of 
evidence  would  convict  a  female  of  infanticide.  In 
this  case  the  accused  was  committed  only  for  con- 
cealment;  and  the  grand  jury,  in  spite  of  the 
clearest  evidence,  ignored  the  bill. 

No.  46,  is  Dr.  Branson's  paper  on  six  cases  of 
fever  occurring  in  one  family.  This  was  a  highly 
instructive  and  valuable  paper,  and  the  writer  \ery 
much  regrets  that  his  limits  will  not-  enable  him 
to  do  it  justice*  In  the  first  case,  the  patient  died 
of  pericarditis,  a  complication  which  would  never 


have  been  suspected  if  the  stethoscope  had  not  been 
used.  The  interesting  discussion  which  followed 
was  carried  on  chiefly  by  Drs.  Favell,  Kid  ley,  and 
Branson;  and  had  reference  to  the  diagnosis 
between  pericarditis  and  endocarditis.  Dr.  Favell 
observed,  that  Bouillaud  had  noticed  the  occurrence 
of  pericarditis  during  continued  fever. 

No.  47,  is  Mr.  Smith's  paper  on  the  relation  of 
chemistry  to  physiology.  This  elaborate  production 
was  the  last  of  the  session;  and  it  is  impossible  to 
do  justice  to  it  in  this  summary.     The  author 
observed  that  in  the  present  advanced  state  of 
science,  the  business  of  the  philosopher  was  not 
so  much  to  discover  new  laws  as  to  apply  those 
already  known  to  new  phenomena.    He  regarded 
life  as  a  power  cspable  of  reforming  organic  com- 
pounds  as  fast  as  they  are  decomposed  ;  and  as  inti- 
mately allied  to  chemical  agency  instead  of  being 
essentially  and  entirely  different,  according  to  the 
recent  belief  of  physiologists.    In  reference  to  the 
lately  discovered   principle  on   which   saccharine 
fermentation  depends,  diastase,  be  thought  it  was 
a  purely  chemical  product,  since  it  could  be  formed  by 
I  submitting  starch  to  the  action  of  dilute  sulphuric 
acid.  He  quoted  experiments  by  which  an  attempt  has 
been  made  to  prove,  that  the  nervous  influence  and 
electricity  are  either  identical  or  analogous  prin- 
ciples;  and  entered   at  large   on   the  views  of 
Professor  Liebig  respecting  what  has  heretofore 
been  considered  the  respiration  of  plants,  agreeing 
with  this  able  writer,  that  it  was  a  purely  chemical 
process,  which  would  proceed  even  after  the  life  of 
the  plant  was  destroyed*    Dr.  Wollaston's  views 
with  regard  to  the  dependence  of  secretion  on 
electrical  agency  were  stated,  and  some  curious  facts 
were  adduced  to  strengthen  the  authors  opinion 
respecting  electricity  and  the  nervous  influence. 
One  of  these  facts  will  be  found  in  the  American 
Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences,  for  January,  1838; 
the  other  was  communicated  to  him  by  a  friend. 
They  were  very  similar,  each  being  to  the  effect, 
that  a  lady  was  found  occasionally  in  a  positively 
electrical  condition,    so  that  when  insulated  she 
communicated  sparks. 

The  greater  part  of  Mr.  Smith's  paper  referred 
to  the  subject  of  digestion.  Every  theory,  per- 
haps, which  has  been  promulgated  on  this  subject, 
was  discussed.  The  experiments  of  Dr.  Beaumont 
on  Alexis  St.  Martin,  the  experiments  of  Spallan* 
zani,  and  the  views  of  Liebig,  were  quoted,  in  order 
to  show  that  digestion  is  a  purely  chemical  process  \ 
the  catalytic  action  of  diastase  and  pepsin,  and  the 
similarity  of  these  two  principles  were  fully  stated. 
The  author  observed  that  although  pepsin,  an 
organic  product,  was  necessary  to  digestion,  yet  this 
did  not  prove  that  digestion  itself  was  a  vital 
process;  and  be  contended,  that  if  digestion  be 
referred  to  the  vital  principle  merely  on  this 
account,  then  the  saccharine  fermentation  must, 
for  a  similar  reason,  be  also  regarded  as  dependant 
on  vitality.    Both  these  processes,  digestion  and 
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thr  saccharine  fermentation,,  could  he  carried. on 
apart  from  any  living  body. 

The  subject  of  respiration  was  fully  considered. 
With  respect  to  animal  beat,  the  author  advocated 
the  views  of  Black,  Crawford,  and  Lavoisier.  He 
had  always  "  considered  it  very  absurd  to  object  tp 
this  theory  that  the  reduction  of  the  capacity  of  the 
carbonic  acid  and  water  as  compared  with  the 
oxygen,  carbon,  and  hydrogen,  was  insufficient  to 
account  for  the  heat  developed  in  respiration  ;  and 
therefore  to  propose  theories  of  animal  beat  being 
produced  by  nervous  influence,  &c,  when  precisely 
the  same  objection  existed  to  the  theory  of  com- 
bustion, which  should  surely  rather  have  been  con- 
sidered to  strengthen  the  analogy  between  the 
phenomena  than  to  lead  to  their  divorce.*' 

The  discussion,  which  followed  the  reading  of  this 
paper,  bad  reference  chiefly  to  the  changes  wrought 
on  the  blood  by  the  function  of  respiration,  the 
properties  of  basmatosine,  the  formation  of  carbonic 
acid  in  the  capillaries,  and  its  passage  through  the 
delicate  membrane  of  the  air-cells ;  but  as  these 
questions  were  not  advanced  by  the  author,  it  may 
be  sufficient  to  state  that  Dr.  Favell  objected  to 
the  opinion  that  digestion  was  a  purely  chemical 
process,  inasmuch  as  pepsin,  an  organic  product 
vrbich  no  chemist  could  make,  was  a  necessary 
element. 


ON  THE  DIAGNOSIS  OF  INCIPIENT  TUBER- 
CULIZATION OF  THE  LUNGS. 

By  W.  H.  Ranking,  M.D.,  Cantab.,  Physician  to  the 

Suffolk  General  Hospital,  Bury  St.  Edmunds. 

(Conchtdcdfromp.  76.) 

There  are  two  other  circumstances  which  are  deserv- 
ing of  notice  ns  regards  the  diagnosis  of  tubercles, 
namely,  the  degree  of  resonance  of  the  voice,  and  of 
transmission  of  the  cardiac  sounds. 

Upon  the  subject  of  the  natural  resonance  of  the 
voice,  writers  are  much  at  variance.  As  the  degree  of 
this  resonance,  however,  becomes  an  important  diag- 
nostic sign  of  tubercles  in  the  longs,  it  is  right  to 
determine  with  as  much  precision  as  possible,  the 
limits  of  its  healthy  and  morbid  conditions.  The 
resonance  of  the  voice  is  somewhat  modified  by  the 
degree  of  obesity  of  the  thoracic  parietes,  being, 
cseteris  paribus,  greater  in  thin  than  in  fat  persons. 
Hie  natural  intonation  of  the  voice  also  assists  in  its 
modification ;  but  in  this  particular  also,  strange  to 
say,  diametrically  opposite  opinions  are  entertained  by 
different  writers.  Fournet  maintains  that  the  reson- 
ance of  the  voice  is  greatest  when  its  tones  are  grave. 
Williams,  and  others,  with  mora  reason,  affirm  that  the 
resonance  is  most  distinct  iu  persons  with  a  high 
treble  voice. 

The  normal  resonance  of  the  voice  is  somewhat 
more  marked  in  front  than  behind ;  it  is  most  intense  at 
tbe  root  of  the  lungs.  In  a  healthy  person  the  vocal 
resonance  should  amount  to  little  more  than  an 
indistinct  buzzing;  the  more  articulate  the  sounds,  the 
further  to  the  removal  from  a  healthy  condition.    It 


may  be  stated  in  a  general  way  that  the  resonance  is1 
equal  on  both  sides.  Stokes,  however,  states  that  it 
is  sponger  on  the  right  side  than  on  the  left,  an  opinion* ' 
which  is  also  maintained  by  Sir  James  Clarke. 

The  distance  to  which  the  cardiac  sounds  are  trans- 
mitted has  also  been  made  available  in  the  diagnosis  of 
incipient  phthisis.  The  heart's  action  in  the  healthy 
condition  of  the  lung  is  more  perceptible  under  the  left- 
clavicle  than  under  the  right,  since  the  conductibility  of 
the  lungs  being  the  same,  the  distance  is  greater  on 
the  right  side.  Consolidation  may,  however,  induce  a 
change  in  this  respect,  and  the  heart's  action  may 
become  more  distinct  on  the  right  than  on  the  left  side. 
Such  an  occurrence,  or  even  equal  transmission  of  the 
sounds  on  both  sides,  may  become  a  sign  of  morbid 
solidity  in  that  the  farthest  removed  from  the  heart. 

With  this  statement  of  the  qualities  of  the  physical 
signs  afforded  by  healthy  respiration,  I  shall  proceed 
to  consider  those  modifications  in  their  character,, 
which  Constitute  the  basis  of  our  diagnosis  of  incipient 
pulmonary  tubercle.  I  cannot  do  better  than  adopt  • 
the  phraseology  of  Fournet  in  stating,  that  the  respira- 
tory sounds  are  modified  in  a  triplex  manner,  in< 
"intensity  and  duration,"  in  "quality"  and  by  the- 
"  substitution  "  of  sounds  foreign  to  a  state  of  health*. 
The  alterations  of  the  first  kind  are  first  observed  in* 
the  expiratory  sound ;  which,  from  being  ne  urly 
inaudible,  acquires  an  appreciable  character,  by  the 
increase  of  its  intensity  and  duration,  in  proportion 
to  that  of  the  sound  of  inspiration.  The  ratio 
between  the  two  portions  of  the  respiratory  act  may  be 
disturbed  in  a  two-fold  manner,  and  in  various  degrees. 
Thus  the  expiratory  sound  may  be  increased  and  pro- 
longed, the  inspiratory  murmur  remaining  unaltered, 
or  tbe  former  condition  may  co- exist  with  a  decrease 
of  the  latter.  The  first  of  these  conditions  marks  the 
very  earliest  commencement  of  phthisis,  the  sound  of 
expiration  being  simply  rendered  audible  by  the  con- 
solidation of  the  lung;  the  second  condition  shows  a 
more  abundant  deposit  of  tubercle. 

The  next  modification  of  the  respiration  in  incipient 
phthisis  is  observed  in  the  "  quality,"  of  the  murmurs. 
Independently  of  the  changes  in  duration  and  intensity, 
the  murmurs  lose  the  soft  breezy  intonation  which 
characterises  their  healthy  condition,  and  assume 
various  degrees  of  coarseness  and  roughness.  In  the 
higher  forms  of  this  alteration  the  vescicular  respiration 
is  replaced  by  sounds  similar  to  those  produced  in  the 
larger  bronchi,  and  bronchial  respiration  is  established. 
This  phenomenon,  occurring  in  conjunction  with  a  dull 
stroke  sound  beneath  the  clavicles,  affords  the  strongest 
evidence  of  tubercular  consolidation.  A  further  exten- 
sion of  the  disease  causes  the  bronchial  respiration 
to  degenerate  into  the  cavernous. 

The  alterations  of  the  respiratory  sounds  in  incipient 
phthisis,  by  substitution,  are  two,  one  which  has  long 
been  known  to  auscultators — the  existence  of  a  crepi- 
tating rale ;  the  other  is  a  sign  which  is  perfectly  new 
and  rests  entirely  on  the  authority  of  Fournet.  fie 
calls  it  the  "  bruit  de  froissement  pulmonaire,"  or  sound 
of  pulmonary  crumpling. 

The  first  of  these  sounds-— the  crepitating  rhonclius— 
has  long  been  noticed  in  tbe  very  earliest  commence- 
ment  of  phthisis  and  derives  the  greatest  importance 
from  the  fact  established  by  Fournet,  that  it  is  abso- 
lutely confined  to  that  .disease,  and  to  the  earliest 
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period.  This  sound  first  appears  as  a  dry  rhonchus,  but, 
as  the  disease  advances,  becomes  converted  into  the 
moist  crepitating  rhonchus  of  authors,  and  eventually 
degenerates  into  the  mucous  and  gurgling  rhonchi.  I' 
have  frequently  verified  the  correctness  of  the  French 
writer's  observations  on  this  rhonchus — that  it  is  exactly 
confined  to  the  apex  of  the  lungs,  and  seldom  extends 
below  the  second  rib.  It  has  also  occurred  to  me  to 
witness  what  I  do  not  find  mentioned  elsewhere,  that 
the  sound  is  occasionally  produced  in  such  intensity  as 
to  be  audible  at  several  feet  distance  from  the  patient 
The  sound,  as  I  have  noticed  it,  is  confined  to  the  mur- 
mur of  inspiration,  and  seldom  consists  of  more  than 
four  or  five  bubbles.  I  would  not  be  understood  to 
aubscribe  implicitly  to  the  limitation  of  the  rhonchus  to 
•cases  of  tubercular  deposit ;  I  believe,  on  the  contrary, 
that  it  occurs  in  a  modified  form  under  other  states  of 
the  lungs.  Its  explanation  appears  to  me  to  be,  that  it 
is  produced  by  the  unequal  and  difficult  expansion  of 
dilated  air-cells,  and  therefore  I  should  expect  to  find 
it  in  a  more  developed,  and,  therefore,  somewhat  diffe- 
rent form  in  general  vesicular  emphysema. 

The  pulmonary  crumpling  sound  was  quite  unknown 
to  auscultatory  until  it  was  noticed  by  Fournet ;  the 
present  description  of  it,  therefore,  must  be  entirely 
drawn  from  that  author's  writings.*  The  impression 
left  by  this  sound  upon  the  ear  is,  according  to  him, 
different  from  all  other  sounds  hitherto  described.  It 
resembles  the  crumpling  or  crushing  of  a  fine  tissue 
against  a  hard  body,  and  may  present  different  forms 
and  degrees  from  the  "new-leather  creak,"  to  the 
sound  produced  by  blowing  gently  upon  fine  paper.  'It 
is  heard  only  at  a  certain  epoch  of  the  disease.  This 
epoch  includes  the  last  half  of  the  first  stage,  and  the 
commencement  of  the  second.  Sometimes  it  appears 
before  the  respiration  assumes  the  bronchial  character, 
but  in  genera]  the  two  phenomena  make  their  appear- 
ance at  the  same  time.  It  co-exists  with  other  signs 
of  the  first  period  of  the  disease,  as  with  the  dry 
-crackling  rhonchus  lately  described,  with  bronchial 
respiration,  with  increased  and  prolonged  expiration, 
and  lastly,  with  duloess  on  percussion  and  distinct 
bronchophony.  Its  situation  is  at  the  top  of  the  lungs 
only,  usually  below  the  clavicle.  Fournet  further 
remarks  that  he  observed  this  sign  in  one-eighth  of 
the  cases  of  phthisis  which  he  examined  with  minute 
carefulness,  and  generally  in  the  acute  form. 

Without  wishing  to  deny  the  accuracy  of  such  an 
observer  as  Fournet,  I  cannot  but  agree  with  the 
writer  in  the  Briiieh  and  Foreign  Medical  Review, 
No.  IS,  that  the  author  has  converted  into  a  new  sign, 
one  which  has  long  been  recognised  as  depending  upon 
friction  of  opposed  and  inflamed  serous  surfaces. 
This  opinion  is  supported  by  the  fact  that  the  sound 
in  question  is  observed  chiefly  in  those  cases  in  which 
inflammatory  symptoms  run  high,  and  in  which,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  partial  pleurisies  might  be  expected. 
It  is  to  be  remarked  also,  that  Fournet  affirms  the 
sound  to  be  limited  to  an  early  stage  of  the  disease, 
which  is  precisely  the  case  with  the  true  friction 
sound,  that  being  destroyed  by  adhesion  of  the  pleural 
surfaces. 

In  further  corroboration  of  the  identity  of  the  two 
phenomena,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  Fournet  admits 
the  occasional  existence  of  symptoms  of  pleuritic 
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inflammation  in  the  situation  corresponding  with  the 
M  crumpling"  sound.  His  words  are'  these,  "  Some 
phthisical  patients  are  sensible  of  a  feeling  of  restraint, 
of  uneasiness,  sometimes  even  of  pricking  pain,  in  the 
points  where  the  *  pulmonary  crumpling*  sound  is 
heard."*  In  another  place,  one  patient  is  said  to  have 
complained  of  an  inward  rubbing  at  the  site  in  which 
the  sound  was  produced. 

The  above  is  a  condensed  account  of  the  physical 
signs  of  the  incipient  stage  of  phthisis,  but  as  with 
the  exception  of  the  crepitating  rhonchus,  and  that 
only  upon  the  authority  of  Fournet,  none  are  abso- 
lutely confined  to  that  disease,  but  may  appear  in 
other  pulmonary  lesions,  it  will  be  necessary  to  enquire 
what  those  lesions  are,  and  to  draw  a  differential 
diagnosis  between  them. 

And  first  of  the  prolonged  expiration.  It  has  been 
stated  that  the  advance  of  the  expiratory  murmur  in 
intensity  and  duration  from  two  to  ten,  or  more,  is  a 
sign  of  the  infiltration  of  tubercles.  But  the  expir- 
atory murmur  is  prolonged  also  under  two  other 
conditions  of  the  respiration.  These  are  puerile 
respiration,  and  pulmonary  emphysema.  Tie  dis- 
tinction between  them  is  thus  established. 

In  puerile  respiration  the  expiratory  murmur  is 
increased,  it  is  true ;  but  the  inspiration  is  augmented 
in  an  equal  proportion.  If  the  former  has  risen  to 
four,  the  latter  will  be  found  at  twenty.  In  phthisis, 
on  the  contrary,  the  extension  of  the  expiration  is 
accompanied  by  diminution  in  the  duration  of  inspi- 
ration, its  mtenrity  being  at  the  same  time  increased. 
Dulness  on  percussion,  also,  often  accompanies  the 
prolonged  expiration  which  depends  upon  tubercular 
consolidation.  In  puerile  respiration,  on  the  contrary, 
the  stroke  sound,  if  not  clearer  than  usual,  is  at  least 
normal.  The  diagnosis  will  likewise  be  assisted  by 
the  discovery  of  a  cause  for  the  puerile  respiration. 
Suppose,  for  instance,  it  be  doubtful  whether  the 
exaggerated  murmur  of  expiration  in  the  apex  of  one 
long  be  indicative  of  tubercular  infiltration,  or  simply 
of  puerile  breathing ;  if  evidences  exist  of  pneumonic 
engorgement  of  the  lower  portions  of  the  same  lung, 
such  evidences  would  go  far  towards  attributing  the 
morbid  sound  in  the  apex  to  the  latter  cause. 

The  liability  of  confounding  tubercular  deposit  in 
its  very  commencement,  before  any  dulness  on  per- 
cussion exists,  with  an  emphysematous  condition  of 
the  upper  portion  of  the  lung,  is  greater  than  in  the 
foregoing  case,  since  in  both  these  affections  there  is 
not  only  increase  of  expiration*,  but  diminution  of 
the  inspiratory  murmur.  In  emphysema,  however, 
there  is  greater  disturbance  of  the  ratio  between  the 
two  murmurs  than  in  tubercle.  In  the  former  the 
inspiration  may  be  diminished  in  any  degree,  from  its 
normal  state  to  occasionally  complete  extinction.  In 
phthisis,  so  great  a  disproportion  never  occurs,  but 
before  the  inspiratory  murmur  is  much  diminished,  it 
undergoes  the*  changes  in  quality  before  mentioned. 
In  emphysema,  moreover,  the  expiration  at  its  close 
frequently  merges  into  one  or  other  of  the  dry  rhonchi. 
No  distinction  of  importance  can  be  derived  either 
from  percussion,  or  auscultation  of  the  voice,  at  the 
period  in  which  mistake  is  liable  to  occur,  since  no 
changes  are  induced  in  those  respects  till  the  tuber- 
cular deposition  hss  become  considerable. 
•Op.CU.p.M. 
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It  is  a*cesaa*y,  likewise,  in  studying  the  expiratory 
mumnr  to  be  aware  that  it  is  closely  imitated  by  the 
sounds  prefaced  in  the  mouth.  I  was  frequently  at 
first  misled  by  this  circumstance.  The  error  is  rectified 
by  closing  the  unemployed  ear. 

The  morbid  phenomena  afforded  by  the  voice  in 
incipient  phthisis  are  not  of  the  same  value  as  those 
of  the  respiratory  sounds ;  and  for  the  reason  that 
they  are  not  perceived  until  the  deposit  exists  in 
notable  quantity,  and  therefore  cannot  be  made  avail- 
able  at  a  period  in  which  their  usefulness  would  be 
the  greatest.  The  change  produced  in  the  trans- 
mission of  the  voice,  from  an  indistinct  murmuring 
sound  to  a  more  or  less  distinct  articulation  is,  however, 
very  conclusive  of  tubercular  infiltration  when  it  doea 
occur.  But  it  is  often  absent  altogether,  generally  so, 
at  first,  and  frequently  even  at  a  later  period,  if  their 
exist  at  the  same  time  with  the  tubercles  a  number  of 
dilated  air-cells ;  we  may  say,  therefore,  that  however 
valuable  bronchophony  may  be  when  present,  its 
absence  is  not  conclusive  of  the  non-existence  of 
tubercles.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  transmission 
of  the  heart's  sounds,  snd  the  subclavian  whining; 
they  are  valuable  as  auxiliary  signs,  but  individually 
are  not  worthy  of  confidence. 

The  last  mode  of  investigation  which  remains  to  be 
noticed  is  percussion,  and  however  valuable  it  may  be 
in  pulmonary  diseases  in  general,  its  value  in  the 
earliest  period  of  phthisis  is  small.  While  the  tubercles 
are  only  sparingly  disseminated,  which  is  the  condition 
we  are  anxious  to  be  able  to  recognize,  no  material 
change  of  the  stroke  sound  exists,  since  a  very  consi- 
derable consolidation  is  necessary  to  render  the  dulness 
appreciable.  When  this  dulness,  however,  does  exist, 
the  results  afforded  by  it  are  much  to  be  relied  on, 
although  we  may  generally  in  such  case  be  assured 
that  an  earlier  and  more  remediable  period  of  the 
disease  lias  been  overlooked.  It  may  be  mentioned 
with  regard  to  percussion,  as  in  the  case  of  bron- 
chophony, that  the  existence  of  a  certain  number  of 
dilated  air-cells  will  negative  the  results  to  be  expected 
from  consolidation. 

To  recapitulate  the  diagnostic  signs  and  symptoms 
of  incipient  phthisis.  If,  in  a  person  exhibiting  the 
scrofulous  diathesis,  catarrhs  should,  at  a  period 
between  puberty  and  35  years  of  age,  become  frequent 
and  increasingly  obstinate,  there  are  grounds  for  the 
suspicion  of  impending  tubercular  disease. 

The  probability  of  the  actual  presence  of  tubercles 
is  highly  increased,  if  in  addition  to  this,  hemoptysis 
should  occur,  more  especially  if  it  be  not  copious,  but 
frequently  recurring.  An  accumulation  of  evidence 
is  afforded  by  the  persistence  of  cough,  increase  in  the 
frequency  of  the  pulse,  snd  slight  emaciation.  Should 
auscultation  under  these  circumstances  exhibit  the 
signs  of  prolonged  expiration  in  one  or  both  subclavi- 
cular regions,  the  inspiratory  murmur  at  the  same  time 
becoming  diminished  in  duration,  and  acquiring  an 
increase  of  intensity;  if  both  murmurs  should  assume 
a  coarseness  of  tone,  followed  by  the  crepitation 
before  mentioned  j  if  the  voice  has  a  bronchophonic 
resonance;  if  the  respiratory  movements  at  the 
summit  of  the  thorax  become  confined  in  their  extent 
with  falling  in  of  the  iufra-clavicular  spaces,  and  with 
or  without  dulness  on  percussion,  a  mass  of  signs  is 
accumulated  which  leaves  no  room  for  hesitation  in 


deciding  that  tubercles  are  present.  Many  circum- 
stances may  concur  to  modify  the  succession  of  events, 
and  to  complicate  the  diagnosis ;  and  it  must  be 
admitted  that  no  study  connected  with  auscultation  is 
invested  with  such  difficulty,  and  requires  such  close 
attention,  as  the  detection  of  tubercles  in  their  earliest 
stage.  But  let  us  hope,  that  in  the  difficulty  of  the 
subject,  all  will  see  but  an  inducement  to  extra  dili- 
gence in  its  study ;  and  it  may,  I  think,  be  confidently 
asserted,  that  before  many  years  have  elapsed,  we  shall 
be  able,  by  its  earlier  recognition,  to  deprive  this  most 
deadly  of  all  maladies  of  half  its  terrors.  It  is  folly  to 
run  over  the  pharmacopoeia,  exhibiting  now  iodine,  now 
naphtha;  lauding  at  onetime  depletion  and  emetics, 
at  another,  beef  steaks  and  stimulants.  It  is  some- 
thing worse  than  folly  to  write  books  to  gull  the  public 
into  the  belief  that  one  or  other  of  these  schemes  is 
successful.  There  is  but  one  way  of  diminishing  the 
fatality  of  the  disease,  and  this  is  by  a  patient  investi- 
gation of  its  initiatory  pathology,  and  a  closer  atten- 
tion than  is  generally  paid  to  the  physical  signs  of 
incipient  tubercle.  When  we  shall  have  arrived  at  a 
positive  and  general  acquaintance  with  these  signs,  then 
shall  we,  perhaps,  be  able  in  reality  to  accomplish 
what  has  been  the  boast  of  licensed  and  unlicensed 
quacks  of  all  ages — the  cure  of  consumption. 
Bury  St.  Edmunds,  Suffolk. 


ON   THE  TREATMENT   OF  PUERPERAL 
CONVULSIONS 

TO  TBI  IDITOR  OF  THB  PROVINCE*!.  MBDICAL  AND 
•VESICAL  JOURNAL. 

Sir, 
Several  communications  on  the  treatment  of  puerperal 
convulsions  have  recently  appeared  in  the  pages  of  the 
Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 

The  perusal  of  the  letter  of  Dr.  North  Arnold,  in  a 
late  number,  induces  me  to  send  you  the  following 
particulars  of  two  cases,  which  have  occurred  to  me  in 
practice,  within  the  last  twelve  or  fourteen  months. 

From  these  cases  it  will  appear  that  the  treatment  of 
puerperal  convulsions,  and  of  what  disease  may  not 
the  same  be  ssid,  requires  to  be  modified  according 
to  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  each  case.  That 
while  in  one  case  copious  depletion,  to  the  extent  of 
50  ounces  or  more,  msy  be  imperatively  demanded, 
another  case  may  be  brought  to  a  successful  issue, 
by  the  employment  of  more  moderate  means. 

But  while  admitting  this,  I  do  not  agree  with  Dr. 
North  Arnold,  when  he  says  "  general  bleeding,  as  our 
first  remedy,  is  not  indicated  by  a  review  of  the  causes ; 
neither  are  we  justified  in  making  it  our  anchor."  On 
the  contrary,  the  impression  on  my  mind,  from  the 
experience  I  have  had,  and  from  all  I  know  of  that  of 
others,  is,  that  in  the  treatment  of  puerperal  convulsions, 
more  than  of  any  other  disease,  it  may  emphatically  be 
said,  "  to  spare  the  lancet  is  to  lose  the  patieuf  * 

Entertaining  these  views,  I  should  hesitate  much  ere 
I  celled  in  question  the  propriety  of  lsrge  abstractions 
of  blood  in  cases  of  this  description ;  and  especially 
where  this  practice  had  been  adopted  at  the  instance 
of  one,  like  Mr.  Druitt,  the  soundness  of  whose 
judgment,  and  general  professional  attainments,  will 
not,  I  think,  be  disputed. 
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Case  i. 

Mr*.  C,  33  years  of  age,  had  usually  enjoyed  good 
health;  not  subject  to  hysteria;  habit  of  body 
moderate,  neither  particularly  stout  nor  spare ;  was 
pregnant  of  her  second  child,  and  in  the  eighth  month 
of  utero-gestatiom 

On  the  2nd  of  February,  1843,  a  servant  found  her 
on  h>r  room  floor,  in  all  the  contortions  of  a  most 
severe  fit  of  convulsions.  On  my  arriving  at  the  house 
the  convulsions  had  ceased,  but  had  left  her  in  so 
drowsy  a  state  that  answers  to  my  questions  were 
procured  with  difficulty.  She  complained  of  pain  in 
the  head,  but  the  pupils  were  normal  and  sensible  to 
light ;  the  pulse  was  calm,  about  80,  and  not  full  nor 
strong.  I  was  informed  that  her  mind  had  been  much 
disturbed  of  late,, owing  to  circumstances  of  a  domestic 
nature,  and  finding  her  grown  thinner,  and  apparently 
weaker  than  I  had  known  her  to  be  a  few  weeks  pre- 
viously, I  contented  myself  with  ordering  18  leeches 
to  the  head,  five  grains  of  calomel  with  colocynth,  to 
be  followed  by  saline  aperient  draughts  every  two 
hours,  an  enema  of  castor  oil  and  turpentine,  and 
sinapisms  to  the  nape  of  the  neck,  and  calves  of  the 
legs. 

In  the  course  of  about  two  hours,  however,  I  was 
again  summoned  to  her,  in  another  fit.  I  now  lost  no 
time,  but  proceeded,  as  soon  as  the  convulsions  sub- 
sided, which  they  did  in  about  ten  minutes,  to  open  a 
vein  in  the  arm,  from  which  I  took  about  a  pound  of 
blood.  In  addition  to  this  I  directed  the  head  to  be 
shaved,  and  the  leeches,  which  were  about  being 
applied,  to  be  increased  in  number  to  24,  to  be  followed 
by  cold  lotion  to  the  scalp. 

The  patient  was  now  perfectly  comatose.  In  this 
state  she  continued  for  the  next  hour,  when  the  con- 
vulsions again  returned,  more  severely  than  before. 

On  the  subsidence  of  this  last  fit  I  resolved  to  open 
a  vein  in  each  arm,  and  to  allow  the  blood  to  flow 
until  an  impression  was  made  on  the  condition  of  my 
patient. 

When  about  30  additional  ounces  had  been  thus 
abstracted,  the  face  of  the  patient  was  observed  to 
grow  pale ;  the  pulse  faltered,  and  the  head  drooped 
upon  the  shoulder.  I  immediately  allowed  her  to  fall 
back  upon  the  bed,  aod  had  hardly  finished  tying  up 
the  arms  when  she  asked  for  the  night  chair;  so  imme- 
diate and  decided  was  the  relief  afforded  by  the 
abstraction  of  a  wfftcient  quantity  of  blood. 

She  was  now  sufficiently  conscious  to  enquire  what 
we  had  been  doing  with  her;  her  bowels  acted  freely, 
and  though  not  quite  herself  for  several  hours,  she 
from  this  time  gradually  recovered,  having  no  return 
of  the  convulsions.  It  may  be  proper  to  add,  how- 
ever,  that  seven  days  afterwards,  having  had  nothing 
of  the  kind  before,  she  was  seized  with  the  pains  of 
labour,  and  in  one  hour  was  safely  delivered  of  a  still- 
born child,  apparently  not  at  the  full  period. 
Case  xi. 

Mrs.  R.,  about  24  years  of  age,  usual  health  very 
good,  was  taken  in  labour  of  her  first  child  on  the 
23rd  of  April.  The  waters  had  come  away  about 
seven  o'clock  a.m. ;  I  was  called  to  her  about  five 
hours  afterwards,  when  I  found  slight,  but  gradually 
increasing  pains,  recurring  at  regular  intervals.  On 
examination,  the  os  uteri  was  found  dilated  to  about  the 
size  of  a  crown  piece,  but  very  thick  and  rigid,  especially 


the  anterior  lip ;  which,  during  a  pain,  was  evidently 
pinched  between  the  presenting  festal  head  and  brim 
of  the  pelvis.  Just  as  a  pain  was  leaving  her,  about 
five  p.m.,  she  was  seized  with  convulsions,  without  the 
slightest  warning,  having  been  conversing  with  cheer- 
fulness immediately  before  the  attack.  The  pulse, 
during  the  convulsions,  was  excited,  but  as  these  sub- 
sided, became  calmer.  As  soon  as  was  practicable  I 
opened  a  vein  of  the  arm,  and  took  from  16  to  20 
ounces  of  blood ;  consciousness,  however,  did  not 
return  for  some  minutes  after. 

On  examination,  the  os  uteri  was  now  found  much 
more  expanded,  its  anterior  lip  much  less  prominent, 
and  the  head  had  fairly  begun  to  occupy  the  pelvic 
cavity.  Under  these  circumstances,  she  being  now  to 
all  appearance  as  well  as  before  the  fit,  I  ventured  to 
hope  that  the  labour  might  be  accomplished  without  a 
recurrence  of  the  convulsions ;  but,  in  this  expectation, 
ere  an  hour  had  elapsed,  I  was  disappointed.  Imme- 
diately on  the  occurrence  of  this  second  fit,  I  sent  for 
my  instruments,  but  before  they  arrived,  a  third  attack 
had  commenced. 

The  head  was  now  found  to  have  advanced  suffi- 
ciently to  admit  of  the  forceps  beingp used.  They  were, 
therefore,  applied  without  delay,  and  the  delivery  of 
the  child  was  soon  effected  by  their  aid.  After  the 
lapse  of  fifteen  minutes  the  convulsions  returned  once 
more,  but  this  attack  was  much  shorter,  and  less 
severe.  As  it  subsided,  the  placenta  came  away  spon- 
taneously ;  and  up  to  the  present  moment  the  case  has 
proceeded  as  favourably  as  after  ordinary  labour. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  degree  of  insensibility 
remaining  after  the  convulsive  movements  ceased,  was 
very  different  in  the  two  cases,  amounting  to  complete 
coma  in  one,  while  the  other  patient,  in  the  intervals 
of  the  fits,  appeared  as  if  nothing  had  happened.  This 
state  of  insensibility,  as  it  may  approach  more  or  less 
to  coma,  appears  to  me  a  much  better  criterion  of  the 
severity  of  the  disease,  than  the  violence  of  the  con- 
vulsions; and  may,  possibly,  serve  to  guide  us  in 
practice,  as  to  the  extent  to  which  depletion  ought  to 
be  carried. 

The  pathological  state  on  which  the  disease  depends, 
was  also  obviously  different  in  these  two  cases.  In  the 
first  case  the  organ  chiefly  implicated  was,  doubtless, 
the  brain;  while  in  the  second,  the  disease  must  be 
referred  solely  to  the  uterus. 

•This  view  of  the  subject  explains  why  the  treatment 
in  the  latter  case,  though  less  energetic,  was  not  less 
successful  than  that  adopted  in  the  former. 
I  am,  Sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  WILSON. 
Runcorn,  April  27, 1844. 
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WEDNESDAY,  MAY  15,  1844. 


The  postponement  of  Sir  James  Graham's 
Medical  Bill,  however  it  may  have  had  the  effect 
of  disappointing  the  expectations  of  those  interested, 

has  yet  been   attended   with  some  advantages. 
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Among  these,  not  the  least  important,  is,  that  time 
has  been  allowed  for  the  expression  of  opinion  by 
parties  interested  in  the  question,  and  where  such 
parties  are  or  have  been  somewhat  tardy  in  making 
known  their  views,  it  is  obvious  that  bad  the  measure 
progressed    more   rapidly  towards  a  presentable 
state,    the  opportunity  of  becoming   acquainted 
with  them  would  have  been  altogether  lost.    These 
reflections  apply  especially  to  a  statement  now  put 
forth,  at  what  seems  to  be  the  eleventh  hour,  by 
the  Society  of  Apothecaries.    This  document  is 
entitled  "  A  statement  by  the  Society  of  Apothe- 
-caries,  on  the  subject  of  their  administration  of  the 
Apothecaries1  Act,  with  reference  to  some  supposed 
'features  of  Sir  James  Graham's  promised  measure 
«>f  Medical  Reform,"  and  embraces  much  that  is 
worthy  of  attention  and  consideration.    A  note  at 
*he  commencement,  which  we  subjoin,  informs  us 
of  the  objects  of  the  statement,  and  contains  the 
•extraordinary  announcement  that  the  Apothecaries' 
Company,  one   of  the   three  legally  recognized 
medical  authorities  of  England,  and  the  only  one 
which  has  jurisdiction,  or  confers  privileges  through- 
out  the  country,  has  been  kept  in  entire  ignorance 
of  the  Government  measure. 

"The  Society  of  Ai^ocaTies,"  it  is  stated, 
*  having  had  no  opportunity  afforded   them  of 
tecotning   acquainted   with   the   details   of   the 
general  measure  of  Medical  Reform  which  her 
Majesty's  Secretory  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment   has  promised    to   lay  before   Parliament, 
would  have  abstained  from  making  observations 
«jpon  the  subject  until  the  Bill  had  been  brought 
into  the  House  of  Commons,  bad  they  not  ascer- 
tained that  considerable  misapprehension  existed 
«pon    two   points   which    materially   affect    the 
Interests  of  the  public,   and  more   especially  of 
that  class  of  the  profession  which  was  entrusted 
to  their  superintendence  by  the  Apothecaries'  Act 
of  1815.    These  points  are,  first,  the  expediency 
of  allowing  the  education  and  examination  of  the 
general  practitioner  to  remain  under  the  controul 
of  hia  own  grade  ;  and  secondly,  the  necessity  of 
acme  penal  enactment  to  protect  the  public  from 
the  intrusion  of  unqualified  practitioners." 

There  can  be  but  one  of  two  inferences 
<drawn  from  this  withholding  from  the  Society  of 
4ll  information  in  a  measure  in  which  they  would 
to  be  so  deeply  interested.    Either  they  are 


to  be  retained  in  the  full  possession  of  all  their 
privileges ;  the  regulation  of  the  standard  of  quali- 
fication, the  examination,  and  the  licensing  of  the 
general  practitioner,  are  still  to  be  entrusted  to  them, 
and  the  controul  over  this  most  important  branch  of 
the  profession  is  to  be  left  in  their  hands,— or 
they  are  to  be  unceremoniously  discharged  from 
their  present  duties,  and  at  once  deprived  of  their 
very  existence  as  a  Medical  Corporation. 

The  Home  Secretary  of  himself  can  know  but 
little  of  what  should  be  the  constitution   cf  the 
Medical  Authorities  of  the  country,  nor  of  the  best 
mode  of  supplying  the  medical  wants  of  the  com- 
munity. It  becomes,  therefore,  a  matter  of  necessity, 
well  as  of  clear  duty  and  right,  that  he  should, 
while  the  subject  is  under  the  consideration  of  him- 
self and  colleagues,  seek  information    wherever 
it  is  to  be  found,  and  in  particular,  confer  with  such 
legally  constituted  bodies,  however  imperfect  these 
may  be,  which  have  been  heretofore  established. 
His  not  doing  so  is  a  tacit  acknowledgment  that, 
from  some  cause  or  other,  they  are  to  have  no 
concern  whatever  in  the  contemplated  arrangement 
It  might  be  neither  necessary  nor  advisable   to 
follow  implicitly  the  opinions  of  any  body  of  men, 
however  high  their  reputation,  but  when  the  gene* 
ral  principles  of  the  new  measure,  intimately  con- 
nected, as  it  cannot  fail  to  be,  with  every  corporate 
body  associated  with  the  medical  profession,   had 
been  digested,  and  its  details  arranged  so  far  as  to 
admitof  consideration,  they  ought  in  right,  as  well  as 
in  courtesy,  to  have  been  submitted  to  the  Society  of 
Apothecaries,  as  well  as  to  the  Colleges  of  Phy- 
sicians and  Surgeons.    We  do  not  doubt  that  the 
Home  Secretary  has  acted,  and  is  acting  in  this 
point,  as  he  is  understood  to  act  in  others,  under 
the  advice  of  some  eminent  individuals  belonging  to 
each  class  of  the  profession  for  which  he  is  about  to 
legislate.     These,  however,   are   not    questions 
which  a  small  number  of  persons,  in  whatever 
regard  they  may  be  held  by  the  profession  and  the 
public,  are  qualified  to  decide  upon. 

The  originator  of  the  scheme  of  Medical  Reform 
about  to  be  submitted  to  the  Legislature,  whoever 
he  may  be,  could  not  possibly  produce  a  measure 
fitted  to  meet  the  existing  requirements,  unassisted 
by  an  extensive  collation  of  the  opinions  of 
medical  practitioners  of  all  classes,  and  even  bad 
there  been  an  individual  gifted  so  intuitively  with 
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the  necessary  amount  of  information  and  know- 
ledge, the  Government  would  not  have  been 
justified  in  blindly  adopting  hit  views.  We  do 
not  indeed  think  it  necessary  that  Sir  James 
Graham  should  have  taken  into  his  councils  every 
individual  physician,  surgeon,  or  general  practi- 
tioner, who  may  deem  himself  qualified  and  com- 
petent to  give  advice,  but  his  ear  ought  at  least  to 
have  been  open  to  large  bodies  of  the  profession, 
and  in  seeking  assistance  and  counsel  from,  or 
submitting  the  whole  or  parts  of  his  intended 
measure  to  the  consideration  of  chartered  or  other- 
wise recognized  public  bodies,there  should  havebeen 
no  preference  shown,  no  exclusiveness  manifested. 
We  have  been  so  far  led  away  by  these 
preliminary  considerations  as  to  preclude  tia 
from  here  entering  on  either  of  the  two  leading 
points  upon  which  the  Society  of  Apothecaries  think 
it  necessary  to  enlarge.  Both  of  them  are  in 
themselves  of  considerable  importance,  and  the 
observations  made  upon  them  in  "The  statement** 
deserving  of  every  attention,  on  account  as  well  of 
the  position  of  the  body  from  which  they  emanate,  as 
the  nature  of  the  subjects  to  which  they  refer. 
The  comments  to  which  they  naturally  give  rise 
must  be  reserved  for  another  occasion. 


TREATMENT  OP  PUERPERAL  CONVULSIONS. 
Mr.  Damn's  reply  to  Dr.  Arnold. 

TO  TRX  KDITOB  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL   AMD 


SlE, 
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Your  correspondent,  Dr.  Arnold,  brings  against  me 
the  doable  accusation  of  "  much  candour  "  and  "wrong 
principles  of  treatment ;"  by  which  I  suppose  he  means, 
that  I  not  only  do  not  know  how  to  treat  my  patients, 
but  am  silly  enough  to  tell  of  it  He  is  good  enough 
also  to  favour  your  readers  with  his  ideas  of  the  nature 
and  treatment  of  puerperal  convulsions,  which  make 
me  doubt  seriously  whether  he  is  himself  acquainted 
with  the  disease  which  he  writes  about. 

My  object  was  to  show,  that  a  remedy  which  is 
commonly  employed,  and  which  it  is  certainly  natural 
to  employ,  may  occasionally  produce  very  serious 
inconveniences;  and  I  wished  to  point  out  another 
remedy  which  would  be  a  better  promoter  of  secretion, 
and  at  the  same  time  be  free  from  the  inconveniences 
in  question.  I  had  no  wish  to  produce  the  opinions  of 
authors  as  an  apology  for  my  treatment;  nor,  in  fact, 
had  I  any  occasion  :  it  was  correct,  although  unfortunate 
in  one  respect 

Dr.  Arnold,  if  I  understand  him  right,  believes 
puerperal  convulsions,  to  depend  on  an  Abnormal  state  of 
circulation  in  the  brain,  arising  from  sympathy  with 


the  uterus ;  be  believes  it  to  be  a  disorder  analogous* 
to,  or  identical  with  epilepsy  or  hysteria;  that  it  may 
also  be  caused  by  excessive  haemorrhage ;  and  that  it 
does  not  depend  on  an  excess  of  blood  in  the  whole 
system ;  consequently  be  would  use  only  local  bleeding, 
wtUd  aperients,  cold  affusion,  and  other  mild  remedies. 

I  will  leave  it  to  youf  readers  to  judge  whether  this 
is  a  fair  description  of  the  disease  in  question,  of 
which  more  than  one-fourth  of  the  whole  number  of 
cases  are  fatal.  That  convulsions  may  occur  during 
parturition,  which  are  hysterical  or  anaemic  in  their 
character,  and  which  yield  to  mild  remedies,  I  readily 
admit ;  but  the  real  puerperal  convulsions  are  widely 
different  They  occur  at  a  time  when  the  blood- 
making  powers  of  the  system  are  exerted  to  the  utmost ;. 
when  the  vessels  are  full,  and  the  secretions  scanty  5 
and  there  is  no  disorder  in  which  blood-letting  is  so 
well  borne,  or  followed  by  such  marked  benefit.  We 
may  throw  aside  all  fine  spun  stories  about  sympathy. 
Let  us  look  merely  at  the  turgid  countenance,  and 
comatose  aspect,  and  feel  the  hard  labouring  pulse,  and 
there  will  be  no  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  bleeding. 

To  set  at  rest,  however,  the  question  of  the  utility 
of  bleeding  in  my  case,  I  will  merely  observe  that  the 
patient  is  now  in  the  seventh  month  of  her  second 
pregnancy ;  and  throughout  the  term  there  has  been  a 
constant  tendency  to  cerebral  congestion  and  pbethonu 
She  is  obliged  to  restrict  herself  almost- entirely  to  a 
fish  or  vegetable  diet,  and  to  abstain  from  alcoholic 
stimulants  in  any  shape.  If  she  transgresses,  she  is 
immediately  troubled  with  giddiness,  and  bleeding  from 
the  nose ;  and  on  one  occasion  lost  a  considerable 
quantity  of  blood  from  the  rectum,  with  relief.  This* 
will  speak  volumes  to  any  practical  man. 

I  will  not  notice  any  other  of  the  points  of  my  treat* 
ment,  which  your  correspondent  thinks  he  could  have 
improved  upon.  I  am  merely  desirous  that  bis  erro- 
neous sentiments,  on  a  very  important  disease,  should 
not  pass  without  a  hasty  comment.  I  can  assure  him, 
that  in  any  controversy,  I  should  be  delighted  to  have 
him  for  an  opponent 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  DRurrr. 

6,  Bruton  Street,  London, 
April  29,  1844. 


BIRMINGHAM  PATHOLOGICAL   SOCIETY, 
March  2,  1844. 
John  Simons,  Esq.,  in  the  Chair.  , 

Mr.  Elkington  exhibited  a  specimen  of  Sctrrhus  of 
the  Uterus,  which  had  been  complicated  during  life 
with  Ovarian  Dropsy.  *' 

Case. 
Mrs.  Low,  aged  41,  a  strong  active  woman,  mother 
of  one  child—first  felt  unwell  in  January,  1843  ;  she 
had  dyspepsia  and  pain  in  her  back,  which  were  relieved 
by  tonics,  &c.  In  April  she  bad  an  inflammatory 
attack,  affecting,  she  says,  the  lower  part  of  the  belly,, 
accompanied  by  fever,  pain  about  the  pubic  region* 
constipation,  and  pain  in  making  water.  She  was 
relieved  by  leeches  and  antiphlogistic  measures;  she 
then  went  into  the  country  and  remained  these 
for  some  weeks.  She  consulted  me  on  her  return,  in 
September.    I  learnt  that  pkiUt  $to  wa$  m  tk*  emmhy 
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she  had  had  swelling  of  the  right  leg,  which,  from  her 
description,  was  probably  phlegmasia  dolens ;  obstinate 
constipation,  pains  about  the  pelvis,  and  a  constant 
watery  discharge  from  the  rectum.  She  now  com- 
plains of  great  difficulty  in  regulating  her  bowels,  and 
cannot  keep  them  open  without  aperients;  she  says 
when  the  motions  are  figured,  they  are  very  small,  not 
thicker  than  the  little  finger.  She  has  a  frequent 
watery  discharge  from  the  rectum,  which  escapes 
generally  when  she  lies  down,  and  to  the  amount  per- 
haps of  a  table-spoonful  or  two,  each  time.  Whilst 
she  was  in  the  country  she  states  that  she  was  obliged 
to  get  up  in  the  night  every  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  to 
evacuate  the  bowels,  and  that  nothing  passed  but  a 
small  quantity  of  clear  water.  On  examinat  ion  extern- 
ally a  small  circumscribed  tumour  in  the  left  iliac  fossa, 
about  the  size  of  a  small  orange,  immoveable  and  semi- 
elastic  was  detected.  On  examination  per  vaginam,  I 
found  a  firm  inelastic  tumour,  occupying  the  greater  part 
of  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis  ;  it  was  low  down,  hard  and 
fixed,  and  seemed  to  consist  of  enlargement  of  the 
uterus.  It  appeared  to  occupy  anteriorly  more  the 
left  side  of  the  pelvis,  and  the  left  side  of  the  vagina 
was  puckered,  as  if  adhesions  were  formed.  On  exami- 
nation per  rectum,  the  tumour  was  found  posteriorly 
larger  on  the  right  side,  and  encroaching  very  much  on 
the  cavity  of  the  rectum,  greatly  interfering  with  the 
passage  of  the  faeces.  She  had  very  little  discharge 
from  the  vagina,  and  that  merely  an  increase  of  the 
natural  secretion  ;  there  was  slight  tenderness  and 
swelling  of  the  lips  of  the  os  uteri.  She  had  lost  flesh, 
and  was  gradually  getting  thinner  She  suffered  from 
a.  sensation  of  weight  and  heaviness  in  the  pelvis,  but 
not  much  from  pain.  The  roost  distressing  feature  of 
Che  case  was  obstinate  constipation.  The  legs  became 
^edematous;  she  gradually  got  thinner  and  weaker, 
became  dropsical,  increasing  to  a  great  size  in  th£*feelly. 
She  died  Feb.  2,  1844.  The  treatment  was  palliative. 
Pott-mortem,  Feb.  3rd.  We  could  only  get  permission 
to  examine  the  abdomen.  About  two  gallons  of  serum 
srere  drawn  off  from  the  cavity  of  the  peritoneum.  On 
opening  the  abdomen  we  found  the  peritoneum  lining 
the  parietes  covered  with  numerous  small  tumours, 
warying  from  the  size  of  a  pea  to  •  that  of  a  large 
marble  ;  the  omentum  was  like  a  bunch  of  large  grapes; 
the  under  surface  of  the  liver  was  studded  with  them, 
•and  the  small  intestines  had  also  a  sprinkling  of  them. 
There  were  bands  of  lymph  tying  the  intestines  to  the 
parietes;  there  was  also  lymph  deposited  on  the  liver 
^nd  spleen.  With  some  difficulty  we  removed  the  con- 
tents of  the  pelvis.  On  examination  we  found  the 
uterus  enlarged  and  very  hard,  having  the  true  scir- 
rhous character,  the  os  patulous ;  the  lips  swollen,  and 
upon  the  anterior  lip  three  small  ulcerations,  the 
largest  about  the  size  of  a  split  pea,  aod  superficial. 
There  is  a  scirrhous  growth  from  each  side  of  the  body, 
commencing  at  the  upper  part  of  the  cervix,  and  which 
terminates  in  a  cyst  the  size  of  a  walnut,  filled  with 
aerum ;  the  right  Fallopian  tube  is  enlarged,  hardened, 
and  firmly  united  with  and  forming  part  of  the  uterine 
tumour;  the  left  Fallopian  tube  is  united  with  the 
surrounding  parts ;  posteriorly,  the  rectum  is  adhering 
to  the  tower  part  and  middle  of  the  uterus,  from  which 
it  cannot  be  easily  separated ;  behind  the  fundus, there 
is  a  portion  of  the  ileum  adhering ;  on  the  fore  part 
the  bladder  adhered  firmly  to  the  uterus  throughout, 


and  was  with  difficulty  dissected  from  it;  the  left 
ovary  is  enlarged  to  the  size  of  a  small  orange,  forming 
a  cyst  filled  with  fluid ;  the  right  ovary  has  formed  a 
cyst,  which  has  ulcerated,  and  discharged  its  contents 
into  the  rectum.  A  probe  may  be  passed  from  the 
cyst  into  the  iutestine. 

It  is  surprising  that  she  felt  so  little  pain,  her  suffer- 
ings being  caused  chiefly  by  her  size  from  the  effusion. 
This  case  points  out  the  necessity  of  carefully  ascertain- 
ing the  condition  of  the  uterus  in  all  cases  of  ovarian 
dropsy,  before  attempting  any  operation  for  the 
removal  of  the  ovarian  cyst.  It  clearly  shows  the 
co-existence  of  the  one  with  the  other.  Which  was  the 
primary  seat  of  disease,  the  uterus  or  the  ovaries,  it  is 
difficult  to  say  ;  but  it  is  probable  that  the  uterus  was 
the  first  to  take  on  disease,  from  the  extent  to  which 
the  whole  of  that  organ  was  affected,  and  the  extensive 
adhesions  formed  between  it  and  the  adjacent  parts. 
It  is  probsble  the  reason  she  suffered  so  little  pain,  was 
in  consequence  of  the  ulcerative  process  having  so 
recently  commenced.  If  the  ovarian  cyst  had  grown 
more  rapidly,  and  acquired  a  larger  size  before  the 
uterus  had  become  so  decidedly  diseased,  and  before 
the  general  health  had  suffered  to  such  an  extent,  it  is 
possible  that  an  attempt  might  have  been  made  to 
remove  the  cyst.  It  demonstrates  the  necessity  of 
great  caution  and  nice  discrimination  in  such  cases,  as 
well  as  the  risk  and  danger  of  an  operation. 

Mr.  Elkington  then  presented  to    the    society   a 
specimen  of  corroding  ulcer  of   the  cervix  and   os    t/ 
uteri. 

He  gave  the  following  account  of  the  case : — Mrs. 
Doley,  sged  44,  has  had  one  child  and  one  abortion : 
first  felt  poorly  about  Christmas,  1842.  A  few  months 
before  "that  time  she  was  a  plump,  healthy,  young- 
looking  woman.  In  March,  1843,  she  had  pain  in  her 
back,  and  observed  a  coloured  vaginal  discharge*  She 
consulted  my  brother,  Mr.  John  Elkington,  about  the 
end  of  April ;  at  that,  time  she  was  beginning  to  get 
thinner,  complained  of  aching  in  her  back,  and  that 
her  appetite  failed  her.  The  uterus  was  so  low  down, 
that  my  brother  was  able  to  see  the  os  uteri  without 
the  aid  of  the  speculum.  He  says  there  was  a  large 
fissure  on  the  right  side  of  the  anterior  lip  of  the 
os  uteri,  and  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  anterior  lip  at 
that  early  period  was  destroyed.  About  a  fortnight 
after  she  was  seen  in  consultation  with  Dr.  Ingleby, 
and  examined  with  the  speculum. 

The  ulceration,  was  distinctly  seen,  and  found  to  be 
rapidly  increasing.  It  was  declared  to  be  corroding 
ulcer.  From  this  time  the  speculum  could  not  be 
used,  the  attempt  to  use  it  causing  great  pain  and  some 
hemorrhage.  The  ulceration  gradually  extended.  On 
examination  per  vaginam  no  hardness  surrounding, 
nor  fungoid  growth  from  the  surface  of  the  ulceration 
could  be  detected.  On  making  an  examination  per 
vaginam,  the  finger  in  passing  over  the  ulceration  did 
not  give  much  pain.  She  suffered  a  martyrdom  of 
pain,  was  scarcely  ever  free  from  it,  and  could  only 
obtain  relief  by  the  constant  use  of  opiates.  She  had 
at  times  retention  of  urine,  and  obstinate  constipation. 
The  vaginal  discharge  varied  in  quantity,  colour,  and 
quality.  Sometimes  it  was  copious,  st  others,  slight ; 
sometimes  very  offensive,  at  others  not  st  all  so.  On 
examining  per  vaginam,  at  different  times,  no  parti- 
cular hardness  of  the  surrounding  structures  could  be 
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detected  by  the  finger.  About  ten  days  or  a  fortnight 
before  she  died  (which  was  in  February  last}  she  had 
an  attack  of  peritonitis,  this  was  relieved  by  warm 
applications,  injections,  &c.  She  then  became  drowsy, 
comatose,  and  apparently  easy,  so  that  her  friends 
thought  she  was  getting  better,  and  requested  another 
consultation. 

Post-mortem— External  aspect;  great  emaciation. 
The  abdomen  only  was  examined.  The  intestines 
were  pale,  the  rectum,  caecum,  and  colon  very  much 
distended  by  scybala;  the  pelvic  viscera  were  with 
great  difficulty  removed  ;  the  rectum  was  adhering 
to  the  back  part  of  the  vagina;  the  ileum  to  the 
upper  and  back  part  of  the  body  of  the  uterus ;  the 
whole  of  the  cervix  and  os  uteri  were  destroyed.  There 
is  no  appearance  of  fungoid  growth  from  the  surface 
of  the  ulceration ;  it  has  an  even  granular  surface ; 
the  ulceration  had  extended  into  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen,  and  destroyed  a  portion  of  the  ileum  where 
it  adhered  to  the  body  of  the  uterus ;  the  fundus  and 
body  of  the  uterus  are  very  little,  if  at  all  enlarged, 
and  apparently  not  altered  in  structure ;  there  is  no 
particular  hardness  of  the  uterus ;  there  is  a  small 
patch  of  redness  at  the  fore  part  of  the  fundus  ;  there 
is  a  considerable  deposit  of  hardened  matter  in  the 
cellular  structure  at  the  sides  of  the  pelvis,  more  par- 
ticularly on  the  right  side,  and  which  has  all  the 
appearance  of  true  scirrhus.  It  surrounded  and 
greatly  obstructed  the  termination  of  both  ureters, 
causing  great  increase  in  their  size,  and  also  consi- 
derable distension  of  the  pelvis  of  each  kidney,  the 
right  being  enlarged  to  the  size  of  a  hen's  egg ;  the 
right  ureter  nearly  as  large  as  one  of  the  small  intes- 
tines; on  the  inside  of  the  bladder,  opposite  the 
termination  of  the  right  ureter,  are  pearly  white  bands 
of  scirrhous  matter ;  the  lumbar  and  mesenteric  glands 
were  enlarged,  but  soft,  and  when  cut  into  presented 
the  appearance  of  the  internal  structure  of  the  spleen, 
both  in  colour  and  consistence.  It  may  be  well  to 
observe  that  the  mother  of  Mrs.  D.  had  uterine 
disease,  and  had  suffered  from  a  swelling  on  the  left 
side  of  the  belly,  just  above  the  groin,  accompanied 
by  a  purulent  greenish  offensive  discharge  for  nearly 
three  years  before  her  death.    She  died  at  62. 

This  case  presents  points  of  interest  and  importance. 
The  character  and  almost  constancy  of  the  pain,  the 
origin  and  progress  of  the  disease,  and  its  association 
with  disease  of  the  surrounding  structures,  would  lead 
one  to  conclude  that  it  was  a  case  of  ulcerated  schrhu*, 
But  on  the  other  hand  we  must  bear  in  mind  there  is 
no  enlargement  nor  change  of  structure  in  the  fundus 
or  body  of  the  uterus,  and  that  the  ulceration  was 
almost  the  first  symptom  observed,  and  was  not  pre- 
ceded nor  accompanied  by  any  tangible  or  discernible 
hardening  of  the  uterus.  The  character  of  the  ulce- 
ration when  first  seen,  Its  progress  and  appearance  as 
observed  at  different  times,  as  well  as  its  condition 
after  death,  justify  the  opinion,  that  it  was  corroding 
nicer  of  the  cervix  and  os  uteri.  I  am  aware  the 
opinions  of  our  best  authors  on  the  subject  are 
opposed  to  such  a  conclusion.  Dr.  Ashwell 
says,  "  there  is  less  pain  than  in  cancer  of  the 
womb,  from  which  it  also  differs  in  there  being  no 
indurated  deposit,  no  immoHHty,  and  no '  fungoid 
growths  in  the  seat  of  the  ulceration'.*'  Dr.  Lever 
says,  "  one  singular  feature  is  Jwcutiar  to  this  disease, 


that  there  is  no  deposition  of  new  morbid  matter, 
either  in  the  uterus  itself,  or  in  its  neighbouring  parts," 
Sir  C.  Clarke  says,  "  after  death  there  will  appear 
abundant  evidences  of  the  destructive  process,  but  no 
hardness,  no  thickening,  no  deposit  of  new  matter." 
Notwithstanding  the  formidable  array  of  evidence 
against  such  a  conclusion,  I  cannot  help  considering 
this  as  a  case  of  corroding  ulcer.  Viewing  it  as  a 
malignant  ulceration,  following  inflammation  of  a 
specific  character,  I  see  no  reason  why  it  might  not 
exist  with,  or  be  followed  by,  deposition  of  hardened 
matter,  in  the  surrounding  structures,  and  more 
particularly  in  the  cellular  membrane.  I  think  it 
possible  it  might  occur  in  a  person  with  a  cancerous 
diathesis.  Because  such  has  not  hitherto  been  found 
to  be  the  case,  we  are  not  justified  in  concluding  that 
it  cannot  occur.  The  opinion  of  Madame  Boivin  and 
A.  Duges  appear  to  coincide  with  this  view  :  they  say, 
in  their  excellent  work  on  diseases  of  the  uterus  and 
its  appendages,  translated  by  Heming:—  "But  it  is 
of  ulceration,  originally  seated  in  the  uterus,  and 
originally  ulcerous,  that  we  now  speak  ;  we  merely 
premise  that  the  local  character*,  as  well  as  the  general 
effects,  are  absolutely  the  tome  «n  ulceration  carried  to 
it*  highest  degree,  whatever  may  have  been  Us  cairn, 
whether  it  have  or  have  not  been  preceded  by  tumours  or 
deep-seated  disease.  In  the  latter  case,  certain  symp- 
toms, peculiar  to  cancerous  tumour,  may  indeed  still 
exist ;  but  we  must  add  that  the  tumefaction  and 
change  of  texture  may  also  (though  less  frequently) 
be  tecondary  to  the  progress  of  cancer  essentially  and 
originally  ulcerous"    p.  264. 

The  preparation  exhibited  may  be  interesting  in 
another  point  of  view;  in  reading  us  a  lesson  of 
caution  as  regards  the  operation  of  excising  the  cervix 
uteri  for  ulceration,  &c.  If  excision  had  been  prac- 
tised in  this  instance,  at  an  early  period  of  the  disease, 
it  is  very  possible  .the  result  might  not  have  been  suc- 
cessful, owing  to  contamination  of  the  cellular  structure,  v 

Mr.  J.  Russell,  jun.,  exhibited  a  specimen  of  colloid 
cancer,  taken  from  the  face  of  a  man.  For  the  parti- 
culars of  the  case,  which  are  as  follows,  we  are  indebted 
to  Mr.  Clayton,  one  of  the  dressers  of  the  hospital : — 

John  Penton,  aged  71,  a  widower,  by  trade  a  steel 
worker,  of  good  general  health,  consulted  my  father 
early  in  May  for  a  tumour  in  the  left  cheek.  About 
two  months  previously  his  attention  had  been  called 
to  a  small  lump  near  the  anterior  edge  of  (he  left 
masseter  muscle  t  it  was  as  large  as  an  almond,  hard, 
and  perfectly  free  from  pain.  The  integument  covering; 
it  was  not  discoloured.  It  enlarged  rapidly,  and  its 
two  months  was  as  large  as  a  small  e^g.  When- 
examined  by  my  father  and  myself,  its  shape  was 
somewhat  pyramidal,  with  a  base  of  tolerably  finm 
consistence ;  but  at  the  apex,  where  it  was  soft,  obscure 
fluctuation  could  be  felt.  I  believe  iodine  was  recom- 
mended, but  without  benefit;  and  a  puncture  having; 
been  made  with  an  exploring  needle,  nothing  bat 
blood  flowed  out.  At  this  period  of  the  case  the 
tumour  was  moveable  on  the  subjacent  parts,  and 
unattached  to  the  skin,  which  was  quite  free  from 
discolouration.  Subsequently  it  grew  more  rapidly, 
and  became  the  seat  of  shooting  pain  extending 
towards  the  ear.  The  skin  became  attached,  and 
acquired  a  reddish  tinge.    He  was  admitted  Into  the 
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hospital,  Jane  24 ;  the  increase  in  the  sire  of  the 
tumour  proceeding  rapidly,  and  the  attachment  of  it 
to  the  skin  becoming  more  general  and  intimate. 

At  his  admission,  he  is  described  as  a  hale  old  man, 
in  good  flesh ;  his  health  not  affected,  his  appetite 
good,  bowels  regular,  pulse  76,  soft.  His  nights  were 
disturbed  by  acute  pain  in  the  tumour  shooting  towards 
the  ear.  The  pain  was  less  severe  by  day,  but  was 
brought  on  by  handling  toe  tumour,  although  it  was 
free  from  tenderness. 

The  tumour  was  as  large  as  an  orange ;  it  occupied 
the  left  side  of  the  face,  reaching  from  the  zygoma  to 
the  inferior  edge  of  the  lower  jaw,  and  from  the  angle 
of  the  jaw  behind,  forwards  to  within  an  inch  of  the 
symphysis.  Its  surface  was  smooth  and  rounded,  the 
skin  covering  it  was  of  a  pink  hue,  but  not  traversed 
by  enlarged  veins,  and  adhered  to  the  tumour.  It  was 
soft,  elastic,  and  fluctuating,  on  its  most  prominent 
part ;  the  base  and  the  part  nearest  the  chin  was  firm, 
and  had  a  solid  feel.  It  seemed  to  be  loosely  con- 
nected to  the  parts  on  which  it  lay.  It  did  not  cause 
any  paralysis  of  the  muscles  of  expression;  none  of 
the  neighbouring  absorbents  were  enlarged. 

July  5th.  On  puncturing  the  tumour  with  a  bistoury, 
only  a  small  quantity  of  blood  escaped,  and  a  soft 
gluey  substance  protruded  from  the  wound.  The 
operation  of  removal  was  at  once  performed.  The 
base  of  the  tumour  adhered  intimately  to  the  bucci- 
nator and  masseter  muscles.  The  upper  part  of  the 
parotid  was  exposed,  and  the  process  of  the  gland 
which  accompanies  the  duct  was  indurated,  and 
required  removal.  The  softness  of  the  tumour,  and 
its  intimate  adhesion  to  the  parts  in  which  it  was 
imbedded,  rendered  the  dissection  difficult.  The 
whole  of  the  disease  appeared  to  have  been  removed. 
The  tumour  whs  enclosed  in  a  slim  but  dense  cellular 
cyst,  and  consisted  of  two  portions ;  one  soft,  pulpy, 
and  adhesive,  like  glue,  contained  in  numberless  cysts, 
having  an  amber  colour,  and  forming  the  great  bulk  of 
the  swelling ;  the  other  solid  but  not  hard,  of  whitish 
colour,  resembling  firm  brain;  this  firmer  portion 
formed  the  base  of  the  tumour. 

For  five  days  his  face  went  on  favourably,  but  on  the 
10th  of  July  the  wound  became  painful,  red,  and  hard ; 
a  poultice  was  applied,  and  the  discharge  continued  pro- 
fuse for  several  days,  when  a  small  fungoid  elevation  pro- 
truded itself  through  the  wound;  this  was  cauterized 
with  potassa  fusa,  but  it  increased  with  rapidity. 
Repeated  attempts  were  made  to  destroy  it  with  potassa 
fusa,  chloride  of  zinc,  and  twice  with  the  actual  cautery, 
but  without  success.  On  the  9th  of  August,  a  month 
after  the  first  operation,  the  tumour  was  again  removed ; 
it  was  composed  of  the  same  soft  gummy  masses  as  at 
first.  For  three  weeks  the  granulations  appeared  so 
firm  and  healthy  that  hopes  were  entertained  that  the 
disease  was  eradicated,  but  on  the  28th,  a  fungous 
mass  again  appeared.  The  remedies  before  alluded  to 
only  aggravated  the  mischief;  the  mass  was  included 
in  a  ligature,  but  with  no  better  success.  Latterly 
it  grew  with  great  rapidity  ;  hemorrhage  repeatedly 
occurred  to  a  large  extent ;  he  became  greatly  emaciated, 
and  complained  of  much  pain  at  the  lower  part  of  the 
fungus,  and  in  the  epigastric  region.  He  died  December 
82nd,  worn  out  by  pain,  by  haemorrhage,  and  by  a 
profuse  fatld*  discharge,  more  than  five  months  after 
the  first  operation,  and  four  months  after  the  second* 


Sectio  cadaveri8,  thirty  hours  after  death;  body 
much  emaciated  ;  a  large  fungous  mass  occupied  the 
left  side  of  the  face ;  it  resembled  in  appearance 
softened  brain  ;  it  extended  from  the  lobe  of  the  ear 
nearly  to  the  symphysis  of  the  lower  jaw,  and  down* 
wards  as  low  as  the  pomum  Adami ;  it  was  intimately 
connected  with  the  muscles  of  the  face,  but  did  not 
enter  into  their  substance  ;  it  was  attached  to  the 
periosteum,  covering  the  angle  of  the  lower  jaw,  which 
was  very  thin  and  discoloured,  though  the  Done  itself 
was  free  from  disease,  and  passed  upwards  on  the 
internal  surface  of  the  inferior  maxillary  bone. 

Cheet.— The  lungs  perfectly  healthy.  The  endocardium 
of  the  left  auricle  of  the  heart  thickened  and  opaque, 
the  valvular  apparatus  natural,  but  both  the  coronary 
arteries  were  extensively  ossified,  one  of  them  being 
converted  into  a  complete  bony  tube. 

Abdomen.— Liver  small  and  friable ;  its  capsule  very 
opaque ;  the  gall-bladder  thickened  and  hard  ;  it 
contained  about  two  teaspoonsful  of  a  yellowish  fluid, 
of  the  consistence  of  pus,  and  there  were  two  calculi  in 
it,  filling  up  a  large  portion  of  its  cavity.  A  consi- 
derable quantity  of  bile  was  found  in  the  stomach.  All 
the  other  viscera  perfectly  healthy ;  not  a  trace  of 
the  disease  existed  in  any  other  organ  of  the  body. 

Dr.  Blakiston  exhibited  to  the  Society  a  specimen 
of  dilatation  of  the  thoracic  aorta,  which  was  taken 
from  a  gentleman,  aged  45,  of  very  active  habits.  He  had 
been  slightly  troubled  with  cough  on  lying  down,  and 
with  dyspnoea  for  two  years,  which  symptom  had 
greatly  increased  during  the  last  four  months,  during 
which  time  he  had  not  lain  down,  and  constantly 
leaned  forward.  When  thus  leaning  the  respiratory 
murmur  was  heard  in  the  upper  part  of  the  right  lung, 
but  when  he  stood  upright,  it  ceased.  From  this 
circumstance  the  existence  of  a  moveable  tumour  in 
front  of  the  trachea  was  made  apparent.  There  was  no 
abnormal  sound,  nor  any  thrill  in  pulsation.  He  died 
coughing  violently.  The  aneurism  was  caused  by  dila- 
tation of  the  arch  of  the  aorta,  particularly  about  the 
origin  of  the  arteria  innominate,  was  rather  larger 
than  a  full-sized  orange,  and  adhered  chiefly  to  the 
trachea  for  three  inches,  just  above  the  bifurcation, 
and  over-lapped  the  right  bronchus,  particularly  its  first 
and  upper  branch,  but  did  not  adhere  to  the  parietes  of 
the  chest. 


TO   TBB  KDITOB  OF   TBB  PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AMD 
SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

Sir, 
I  am  instructed  by  the  Medical  Board  of  this  Insti- 
tution to  request  the  favour  of  your  giving  insertion 
to  the  accompanying,  in  the  Provincial  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

£.  G.  HILL,  Secretary. 
Gloucester  Infirmary,  May  II,  1844. 

GLOUCESTER  INFIRMARY. 

Medical  Board,  May  10, 1844. 
Present.— 

DfL  Evans.  Mm.  Flitch  an. 

Dr.  Flrtchbr.        Mr.  Buchanan. 
Mr*  Wilton.  Mr.  Woon. 

Ontheconaideratic*ofapubllebrf 
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proceedings  of  the  Gloucestershire  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Association,  it  was  resolved,— That  the  following 
answer  to  the  statement  therein  contained  be  adopted, 
and  published,  to  circulate  through  the  same  channels 
in  which  the  report  appeared. 

In  reference  to  certain  proceedings  of  the  Gloucester- 
shire Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  recently  pub- 
lished, we  beg  to  present  the  following  reply  :— 

Attached  to  our  Hospital  are  two  Physicians  and  four 
Surgeons,  who  form  the  Medical  Board.  Our  Senior 
Surgeon,  who  is  also  the  President  of  the  Gloucester- 
shire Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  applied,  in  that 
capacity,  some  months  ago  to  the  Weekly  Board  of 
Governors  for  the  use  of  the  Board-room  of  the 
Infirmary,  for  the  meetings  of  the  Association,  and  a 
meeting  did  accordingly  take  place  ;  but  no  minute  of 
leave  to  use  the  room  for  this  purpose  having  been 
entered  on  the  books  of  the  Weekly  Board,  on  the 
approach  of  the  next  meeting  of  the  Association  the 
following  proceedings  took  place  : — 

(Extract  from  tike  Minutee  of  the  Weekly  Board, 
February  8, 1844.) 

"An  intimation  having  been  made  to  this  Board 
that  a  meeting  of  the  Gloucestershire  Medical  and 
Surgical  Association  is  proposed  to  be  held  at  this 
Infirmary ; 

"  Resolved,— That  Mr.  Wilton,  Senior  Surgeon  to 
the  Institution,  be  requested  to  attend  the  Board  on 
Thursday  next,  and  that  he  will  be  kind  enough,  on 
that  occasion,  to  explain  such  particulars  as  may  enable 
the  Board  to  form  a  decision  as  to  the  propriety  of 
affording  the  use  of  a  room  in  the  establishment  for 
such  purpose. 

"  Ordered,  that  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution 
be  forwarded  to  Mr.  Wilton." 

{Extract  from  the  Minutee  of  the  Weekly  Board, 
February  \h.) 

"  Mr.  Wilton  attended  this  Board,  as  requested  by 
the  Governors,  on  Thursday  last,  and  having  satisfied 
them  that  an  assent  had  been  given  some  time  since, 
to  the  occasional  use  of  the  Committee-room,  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  Gloucestershire  Medical  and 
Surgical  Association,  whose  purposes  are  the  improve- 
ment of  professional  knowledge,  by  reading  papers  on 
subjects  connected  with  medical  and  surgical  science, 
the  exhibition  of  specimens,  morbid  and  natural 
drawings,  &c. 

"  Resolved, — That  the  Board  now  assembled  readily 
assent  to  the  use  of  the  Committee-room  for  the  pur- 
poses specified,  and  regret  that  a  minute  was  not 
ordered  to  be  made  on  their  records,  that  such  sssent 
had  been  obtained  by  Mr.  Wilton  on  a  former 
occasion." 

On  the  day  on  which  this  assent  was  obtained,  three 
of  the  Medical  Officers,  who  are  not  members  of  the 
Association,  having  casually  met  in  the  receiving  room 
for  patients,  expressed  mutual  surprise  at  having  been 
that  morning  invited  to  attend  an  introductory  address 
to  be  read  before  the  Association  in  the  Board-room 
on  the  same  evening. 

On  being  joined  by  Mr.  Wilton,  they  staled  to  him 
that  they  felt  aggrieved  that  he  should  have  proceeded 
thus  far  without  once  conferring  with  his  colleagues 
on  a  natter  in  which  they  considered   themselves 


entitled  to  be  consulted,  and  in  which  they  were  on 
many  accounts  materially  interested ;  and  Mr.  Wilton 
expressed  his  regret  at  his  apparent  want  of  courtesy, 
which  he  said  was  inadvertent. 

A  meeting  of  the  Medical  Board  was  summoned 
for  the  following  Tuesday,  at  which  all  the  members 
thereof  attended,  two,  beeidee  Mr.  Wilton,  being  members 
of  the  Association.  At  this  meeting  all  Mr.  Wilton's 
colleagues  joined  in  requesting  him  to  obtain  from  the 
Weekly  Board,  in  any  way  that  be  might  think  proper, 
a  suspension  of  the  confirmation  of  their  minute 
allowing  the  use  of  the  Hospital  for  the  purposes  of 
the  Association  until  the  subject  should  been  discussed 
by  the  Medical  Board.  Mr.  Wilton  having  positively 
declined  to  do  this,  his  colleagues  presented  the  fol- 
lowing minute  at  the  next  Weekly  Board  :— 

{Extract  from  the  minute$  of  the  Weekly  Board, 
February  22.) 
"  Gloucester  Infirmary,  Feb.  21, 1844. 

"  We,  the  undersigned,  members  of  the  Medical 
Board,  beg  respectfully  to  request  of  the  Weekly 
Board  that  they  will  suspend  the  confirmation  of  their 
minute,  allowing  the  use  of  the  Committee-room  for 
the  purposes  of  the  Gloucestershire  Medical  and 
Surgical  Association.  We  make  this  request  because 
the  application  having  been  made,  and  the  assent  of 
the  Weekly  Board  obtained  without  our  knowledge, 
we  feel  that  some  time  may  be  fairly  required  for 
deliberation,  thereby  to  enable  us  to  present  our 
opinion  to  the  Board  upon  a  measure  of  such 
importance. 

i  ("  Signed)  "  Thomas  Evans,  m.d. 

"  Ralph  Fletchbr,  m.d. 
"W.  H.  Fletcher. 
"  T.  C.  Buchanan. 
"  Alfred  Joshua  Wood. 

"  The  foregoing  Address  having  been  considered, 
it  was  proposed  by  Dr.  Evans,  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
Fulljames,  that  the  confirmation  of  the  minute  in 
question  be  suspended  until  the  further  opinion  of  the 
above-named  Medical  Gentlemen  shall  have  been 
obtained. 

"  An  amendment  having  been  moved  by  Mr.  Sage, 
and  seconded  by  Mr.  Turner,  '  that  the  said  minute  be 
this  day  confirmed,'  and  the  Chairman  having  taken 
the  sense  of  the  Board  upon  the  respective  proposi- 
tions, that  gentleman  declared  the  previous  question  to 
have  been  carried." 

The  five  Medical  Officers  whose  signatures  are 
attached  to  the  above  minute  attended  the  meeting  of 
the  Weekly  Board,  but  did  not  vote. 

At  the  succeeding  meeting  of  the  Weekly  Board, 
the  following  minute  of  the  Medical  Board  was  pre- 
sented, and  also  a  note  from  Mr.  Wilton,  disclaiming 
any  part  in  their  report. 

(Extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  Weekly  Board, 

February  29.) 

M  Gloucester  Infirmary,  Feb.  27,  1844. 

"  (1.)  To  the  Governors  of  the  Infirmary  assembled  at 

the  Weekly  Board. 

"The  Medical  Board  beg  respectfully  to  express 
their  opinion,  that  should  the  Governors  allow  the  use 
of  the  Infirmary,  or  any  part  of  it,  to  the  Gloucester- 
shire Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  the  meetings 
of  such  Association,  being  held  for  purposes  connected 
with  the  Medical  Profession,  shall  take  place  under 


MEDICAL  PROFESSION  IN  THE  PROVINCES. 


101 


such  regulations  at  the  Medical  Board  may  decide  to 
be  adnaab!c,  a  privilege  to  which  with  submission 
they  think  themselves  fairly  entitled. 

"  The  Medical  Board  feel,  and  have  always  felt  great 
pleasure  in  rendering  this  Hospital  available  for  the 
promotkm  of  the  objects  of  Medical  Science,  and 
have  ever  made  it  of  easy  access  to  members  of  their 


( The  above  letters  having  been  considered,  it  was 
(two  dissentients)  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
meeting  that  the  Weekly  Board  have  not  the  power  to 
giant  the  use  of  this  Committee-room,  or  any  part  of 
the  Hospital,  for  any  purposes  not  directly  or  immedi- 
ately connected  with  the  objects  of  this  Institution." 

On  this  occasion  two  of  the  Medical  Officers  were 
present,  but  did  not  vote. 

The  question  was  again  introduced  at  the  quarterly 
meeting  of  the  Governors. 

On  the  occasion  of  this  discussion  none  of  the 
Medical  Officers  were  present;  and  the  question  waa 
negatived  in  a  most  decided  manner,  only  its  proposer 
and  seconder  voting  in  its  favour. 

Mr.  Wilton's  colleagues  did  and  do  feel  themselves 
aggrieved  by  the  course  pursued  towards  them  by 
him,  which  however  inadvertent,  was  yet  carried  on 
consistently,  and  for  a  considerable  period. 

It  has  exposed  them  to  an  unjust  charge  of  illibe- 
rality  and  want  of  generous  feeling,  for  claiming  to 
themselves  what  they  believe  every  right  thinking 
person  would  and  ought  to  claim,  the  privileges  of  a 
voice  and  an  opinion  in  the  administration  of  that 
department  of  the  Institution  which  is  their  peculiar 
province.       As    to    their    having    instigated    and 
promoted   the    decision    of     the    Governors  upon 
the  question,  they  reply  that  the  subject  was  dis- 
cussed  on   three   several   occasions,   twice  by  the 
Weekly  Board,  and  once  at  a  Quarterly  Meeting ;  and 
on  two  of  these  occasions  the  attendance  of  Governors 
waa  much  more  numerous  than  usual.    Thet  the  state- 
ment made  by  Mr.  Wilton,  that  his  colleagues,  or  any 
of  them,  voted  on  two  of  those  occasions,  is  utterly 
incorrect;  and  they  now,  individually,  declare,  that 
they  did  not,  on  any  occasion,  induce,  or  endeavour  to 
induce,  the  attendance  or  the  vote  of  a  single  Governor ; 
nor  did  they  instigate  the  decision    at  which    the 
Governors  did  ultimately  arrive,  or  take  any  part  in 
the  proceedings  further  than  was  in  strict  accordance 
with,  and  limited  by,  the  terms  of  their  written  report. 
In  fact,  at  the  second  meeting,  oply  two  of  the  medical 
officers  were  present,  and  during  the  discussion  at  the 
Quarterly  Meeting,  not  one. 

What,  then,  are  the  simple  facts  ?  Five  out  of  the 
six  Medical  Officers  of  the  Infirmary,  finding  that  the 
privilege  had  been  granted  to  one  of  their  colleagues, 
without  their  knowledge  or  consent,  to  introduce  a 
Medical  Association  to  the  Infirmary,  for  the  purposes 
of  holding  periodical  meetings,  at  short  intervals, 
request  of  the  Weekly  Board,  in  the  first  place,  that 
they  will  afford  them  an  opportunity  of  deliberating  on 
a  measure  of  such  importance ;  and  finally*  that  such 
meetings,  if  allowed  at  the  Infirmary,  may  take  place 
under  the  regulations  of  the  Medical  Poard  of  the 
Institution.  These,  neither  more  or  less,  are  the 
grounds  upon  which  a  statement  has  been  made,  and 
proceedings  published  and  circulated  to  the  profession, 
the  Governors  of  the  Infirmary,  and  the  Association, 


the  evident  and  almost  avowed  object  of  which,  what- 
ever its  effect  may  be,  is  to  draw  down  upon  us  the 
reprobation  of  the  public,  and  of  our  professional 
brethren. 

We  pledge  ourselves  that  what  we  have  stated  is  the 
truth,  and  the  whole  truth ;  and  we  fear  not  to  ask  the 
Profession,  the  Governors,  and  the  Association,  whether 
the  conduct  we  have  pursued  is  not  what  any  one  of 
them  would  have  adopted  under  similar  circumstances. 
(Signed)  Thomas  Evans,  M.D. 

Ralph  Fletcher,  M.D. 

W.  H.  Fletcher. 

T.  C.  Buchanan. 

Alfeid  J.  Wood. 


to  the  editor  op  the  provincial  medical  and 
surgical  journal. 
Sir, 
la  consequence  of  the   recent  proceedings  of  the 
Gloucestershire  Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  we 
have  thought  it  proper  to  withdraw  our  names  from 
the  list  of  its  members. 

Your  obedient  Servants, 

Ralph  Fletcher,  m.d. 
W.  H.  Fletcher. 


PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  PRACTITIONERS. 
TO  the  editor  op  the  provincial  medical  and 

SURQIOAL  JOURNAL. 

Sir, 

I  wish  you  could  stir  up  our  provincial  brethren  to 
make  their  state  better  known  in  the  metropolis ;  more 
justice  might  then  be  done  to  us,  and  those  leading 
characters,  who  have  the  ear  of  her  Majesty's  minis- 
ten,  might  instil  principles  of  future  legislation,  suited 
to  our  condition  and  the  wants  of  the  public. 

The  ignorance  occasionally  betrayed  by  writers  in 
the  metropolitan  weekly  journals  is  really  surprising. 
I  remember  the  time  when  I  was  grievously  abused  in 
one  of  those  journals,  and  held  up  as  a  pure  to  the 
contempt  of  my  humbler  neighbours :  an  error  I  never 
took  the  trouble  to  correct.    I  now  observe  an  opposite 
mistake,  which  leads  me  to  address  you.    It  is  difficult 
to  conjecture  who  writes  the  leading  articles  in  that 
respectable  journal,  the  Medical  Gazette,  surely  some 
novice  must  have  tried  his  hand  in  this  way  in  the 
number  of  last  week,*  or  he  could  not  have  spoken  of 
Benjamin  BelVs  "book on  Wound*,"  nor  have  affirmed 
that  "the  surgeons  to  all  our  provincial  hospitals  are 
general   practitioners,"  and  indeed  «  all  our   extra* 
metropolitan  surgeons,  without  exception."    Now,  the 
fact  is,  that  at  Worcester,  Exeter,  Manchester,  Birming- 
ham, Oxford,  and  several  other  of  the  large  provincial 
hospitals,  pure  eurgeone  only  hold  office;  in  some  of 
them  there  is  a  rule  excluding  general  practitioner* 
from  being  candidates.    This  ought  to  be  known,  and 
I  hope  you  will  be  able  soon  to  place  a  correct  return 
of  all  provincial  puree  before  the  readere  of  your 
journal,  amongtt  toftom  rauk  theedRortrof  each  London 
weekly. 

*Mre»<  i84VM«.d^ 
College  of  Surgeons  is  Ireland. 
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When  such  a  statistical  return  shall  he  made,  more 
•correct  reasonings  may  arise  npon  It  than  can  now  he 
offered ;'  hnt  however  small  the  proportion  of  puree,  it 
will  not,  I  apprehend,  alter  the  force  and  justness  of 
some  remarks  contained  in  the  Medical  Gazette,  such 
as  when  the  editor  asks  whether  "  there  be  aught  dis- 
reputable in  any  man  of  liberal  professional  education 
sending  to  his  patients  from  his  own  house  the 
medicines  which  he  had  himself  prescribed?  We 
think  we  have  said  enough  to  satisfy  every  unpre- 
judiced mind,  that  the  general  practitioner,  with  his 
private  surgery,  and  whose  apprentice  or  dispenser, 
compounds  his  prescription,  is  every  wbit  as  good 
and  as  respectable  a  man  as  be  whose  recipe  goes 
to  the  next  druggist's  shop."*  These  ideas  will 
prove  so  palatable  in  the  provinces,  that  we  shall  be 
glad  to  hear  more  from  this  writer  in  the  same  strain, 
and  can  pardon  his  literary  and  statistical  mistakes. 

I  would  have  your  journal,  Mr.  Editor,  exhibit  the  real 
state  of  the  profession  in  the  provinces ;  and  unless  an 
experience  of  some  thirty  years  has  misled  me,  I  predict 
that  it  will  evince  a  gradual  improvement  in  the  general 
practitioners,  both  as  to  knowledge,  manner,  and 
respectability,  until  they  have  come  so  powerfully  into 
collision  with  the  puree,  whether  surgical  or  medical, 
that  these  latter  classes,  and  particularly  the  medical, 
have  descended  to  half-crown  fees  for  advice  or  visit, 
and  are  no  longer  what  the  press  represents  them  to  be, 
"superiorly  learned,  more  extensively  educated,  more 
at  leisure  to  advance  their  science,  more  capable  of 
doing  it— the  consultants  in  all  difficult  cases,"  &c, 

Hoping  the  collision  will  continue  to  the  further 
advancement  of  the  class  to  which  I  belong,  and  until 
each  shall  pass  for  quantum  valet,  reckoninghis  talent, 
industry,  acquirement,  practical  skill,  and  integrity. 
I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 
May  6, 1844.  Q.Q. 

*  Leaden  Medical  Gaeette ,  p.  145. 
[We  cannot  agree  with  our  correspondent,  Q.Q., 
in  whom  we  recognize,  notwithstanding  his  assumed 
incognito,  an  accomplished  surgeon  as  well  as  an 
esteemed  general  practitioner,  in  the  wish  to 
estimate  the  services  of  any  class  of  prac- 
titioners by  half-crown  fees.  His  advice  in 
any  capacity  we  should  value  at  a  much  higher 
rate  than  he  seems  disposed  to  pi  see  upon  it; 
the  drugs,  appliances,  &c,  with  which  it  might 
be  accompanied  at  precisely  the  sum  for  which 
they  may  be  obtained  genuine  in  any  commercial 
establishment] 


POOR  LAW  MEDICAL  RELIEF. 

TO  T0B  BDITOB  Off  THB  FBOVtNClAL  KBDICAL  ANO 
8U&0ICAL  JOURNAL. 

Sin, 
The  subject  of  Medical  relief  to  the  sick  poor  is 
just  now  occupying  a  good  deal  of  public,  attention, 
and  both  in  parliament  and  "without,  I  believe  an 
opinion  prevails  that  the  systems  for  affording  medical 
aid  to  the  indigent  sick  are  by  no  means  fauUlau, 
and  that  the  Medical  Officers  are  very  inadequately 
remunerated. 

I  see  numberless  complaints  published  in  different 
Journals  by  correspondents,  anonymous  and  other- 
wise ;  but  I  do  not  see  any  account  of  memorials  to 
the  legislature  prepared  and  signed  by  Union  Medical 
Officers  themselres,  setting  forth  their  real  grievances, 
and  praying  for  relief.  In  this  Union,  (Newmarket) 
all  the  Medical  Officers  agreed  to  and  signed  a  memo- 
rial to  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Com* 
mons  now  sitting,  to  deliberate  upon  this  important 
question.  (See  Provincial  Medical  Journal  for  March 
23.)  And  I  do  think,  Sir,  if  the  Surgeons  in  other 
Unions  were  to  petition  in  a  similar  manner,  stating 
the  evils  to  be  remedied,  and  asking  the  support  to 
such  prayer,  of  every  member  of  the  legislature  with 
whom  the  individual  practitioners  might  have  interest, 
that  the  present  unenviable  position  of  the  Union 
Doctor  might  be  very  much  benefitted. 

Any  permanent  or  satisfactory  amendment  in  the 
system  can  only  be  looked  for  from  the  legislature 
and  from  the  Poor-Law  Commissioners.  I  submit, 
most  respectfully,  that  now  is  the  time  to  make  known 
our  grievances  in  the  proper  quarters.  To  my  brother 
Union  Surgeons  then  I  would  suggest,  but  humbly 
and  with  deference,  "Petition I  petition!  petition!" 
Trusting  you  will  excuse  my  intrusion, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  obedient  and  bumble  servant, 

RICHARD  FAIRCLOTH. 
Newmarket,  May  10, 1844. 


CHELTENHAM   GENERAL  HOSPITAL  AND 
DISPENSARY. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  unanimously  re- 
elected Medical  Officers  of  this  Institution,  on  Monday, 
May  6th,  having  completed  their  term  of  five  years  in 
office  t*-Drs.  Gibney  and  Collings  Robinson,  Messrs. 
Fowler,  Eves,  Earle,  Wright,  and  Hawkins. 


VACCINATION  UNDER  THE  POOR  LAW. 

TO  THB  BDITOB  OP  THB  PBOVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND 
SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

Sib, 
I  have  to  inform  you,  in  reply  to  the  letter  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  the  Ely  Union,  that  2#.  64.  is  paid 
for  every  successful  case  of  vaccination,  either  at  a 
home  station  or  otherwise,  by  the  Guardians  of  the 
Clutton  Union,  near  Bristol. 

I  am,  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

VERAX. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Members  Monday,  May  6, 1844. 
— S.  G.  Downing;  A.  lies;  S.  R.  Pittard;  G.  F. 
Mitcbelson;  F.  Fitch;  J.  Lewis;  F.  L.  Clementson; 
J.  Clifton;  J.  P.  Walker;  H.  N.  Brake;  J.  R. 
Throbalds;  T.  Scott;  4.  Hakes. 

Admitted  Friday,  May  10,  1844.— J.  B.  Barry;  M. 
H.  Higginbottom;  R.  T.  Cobbold;  N.  F.  Hedley;  J. 
Fimmaurice;  E.  H.  Edge;  A.  Stansburyi  W.  T. 
Walsh;  W.  LeapingweU;  W.  Brown. 


It  is  requested  that  ail  letters  and  communications  be 
sent  to  Dr.  Streeten,  Foregate  Street,  Worcester. 
Parcels,  and  books  for  review,  may  be  addressed  to 
the  Editor  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  care  of  Mr.  Churchill,  Princes  Street,  Soho. 
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MEDICAL  &  SURGICAL  JOURNAL 


ON  THE  PRACTICE  OF  MlDWIFEftY,  WITH 

REMARKS. 
By  Jowatha*  Tboopox*  M.p„  Licentiate  of.  the, 
College  of  Physicians,  BHdgewater.  m-v.   . 

Midwifery  is  considered  by  some  members  of  our 
profession  too  unimportant  a  branch  of  niediciae 
.  to  engage  the  attention  of  scientific  men;  who 
contend  that  the  practice  is  degrading,  and  ought 
to  be  left  to  old  women  and  nurses.  The  success-' 
ful  practice  of  midwifery  however,  at  the  outset 
of  Ufa,  as  surely  establishes  a  professional  man's 
reputation,  as  the  contrary  retards  his  progress;  and 
it  appears  to  me  that  the  careful  study  of  this  branch  ' 
of  our  art  is  absolutely  necessary  to  avoid  the  mischief 
of  M  meddlesome  midwifery,"  than  which  nothing  can 
be  worse.  Impressed  with  this  conviction,!  attended* 
closely  to  the  subject  during  the  early  part  of  my  fife, 
and  have  practised  it  extensively  nearly  forty  years. 
I  propose  to  give  the  result  of  my  practice  during. 
the  first  seven  years,  with  such  remarks  as  maybe 
useful. 

My  register  contains  a  list  of  eleven  hundred  and 
thirty  five  cases  attended  during  that  period,  of  which 
number  the  greater  part  were,  of    course,  natural 


ht  cases  presented  with  the  face  to  the  pubis,  five  of 
which  terminated  naturally,  in  one  the  forceps  was  used, 
in  one  the  child  was  turned,  and  in  one  the  funis 
descended  with  the  head,  and  the  uterus  ruptured  in 
delivery. .  Presentations  of  the  face  generally  terminate 

'  without  artificial  aid,  but  the  forceps  will  sometimes  be 
required.  I  have  employed  them  in  three  successive 
labours  in  the  same  patient,  to  whom  I  was  called  in 
consultation  with  another  practitioner,  who  on  one 
occasion  had  patiently  waited  the  efforts  ^nature  (or 
more  than  fifty  hours.  In  a  few  cases,  if  called  early,' 
I  have  turned  and  delivered  by  the  feet,  and  in  one 
case  by.  turning  the  face  to  the  sacrum.  I  jnwe  often 
attempted  this,  but  succeeded  once  only.  This  patient 
was  delivered  of  her  first  child  by  the  crotchet,  and 
in  a  subsequent  labour  in  which  I  attended  her,  with 
the  forceps,  in  a  presentation  of  the  face.  Having 
bean  engaged  to  attend  her,  I  desired  to  be  called  very 
early,  and  on  making  an  examination,  my  finger  went 
directly  into  the  child's  mouth ;  the  membranes  had 
not  ruptured,  and  the  uterus  was  well  dilated  j  I  made 
firm  and  steady  pressure  with  my  fingers  on  me 
parietal  bone  during  a  pain,  the  head  revolved  under 
my  fingers,  the  membranes  broke,  and  the  child  was 

'born  in  *  few  minutes. 

In  six  cases  the  perforator  was  used,  two  of  which 
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teruunated  fatally  during  the  month,  wtd  one 
alter  delivery ;  the  three  other  cases  did  WeH;  although 
in  6ne  the  labour  was  protracted  for1  five*  days  before 
any  attempt  at  delivery  was  made.  The  deformity 
waa  so  extreme,  that  her  delivery  was  considered 
impracticable,  and  she  was  abandoned. '  The  projec- 
tion of  the  sacrum  was  so  great,  that  it  was  necessary 
to  benti  the  perforator  to  a  semi-circle  before  the  head 
could  be  readied,  and  the  child  'was  brought  away  m 
slmiTl  pieces' with  much  difficulty.  This"  Instrument  is 
seldom  required ;  but  that  ft  has  Geeei  often  employed 
unnecessarily  is  too  true.  When  I  first  began' to 
practice  in  this  town,  I  found  to  my  astonishment,'  mat 
it  was"  the  only  one*  -used  in  all  cases  of  dmlcoKy,  and 
that  the  forceps  or  vectis  had  never  been  applied  in 
any  case.  It  is  undoubtedly  sometime*  necessary  in 
c&es  of  sudden'  and  Immediate  flangerV  add'  tit  great 
deformity,  but  I  have  been  present'  at  many  labours 
which  have  terminated  naturally  in  women  who  had 
been  delivered'  in  former  ones,  by  the  older  practi- 
tioners, with  the  crotchet.  *  Youhs^  practitioners'  are 
sometimes  induced  by  the  importunities  of  the  patient 
and  her  friends'  to  emjfloy'this  fatal  instrument,  When, 
if  left  to  their  own  judgment  and  discretion,  they 
would  patiently  wait  until  btber  ftfeamr  of  delivery 
were  applicable.  This  is  an  error  wni£h  T,  in  common 
with  others,  fell  into  in  the  early  part  of  my  practice. 
The  forceps  'were  applied  in  fifteen  cases,  and  all 
the  children  were  born  alive.  I  have  always  used  the 
short  forceps  recommended  by  the  late  Dr.  John 
Clarke,  and  by  attending  to  the  directions  so  clearly 
laid  down  in  his  lectures,  never  experienced  any 
difficulty  in  applying  them.  He  advised  that  no 
attempt  should  ever  be  made  to  use  them  until  the 
esA  eould.be  felt,  and  that  when  they  were  fixed,  the 
traction  should  be  made  from  blade  to  blade,  in  the 
axjrf  of  the  pelvis ;  and  here  I  cannot  help  relating 
the  mode  he  adopted  to  impress  this  important  point 
on  the  attention  of  his  class.  The  forceps,  he  would 
'sau.  can  only  be  successfully  used  after  they  are  fixed 
tntbe  axis  of  the  pelvis;  it  is  of  consequence  there- 
fore that  the  axis  of  the  pelvis  should  be  well  under- 
stood* Now  if  a  party  of  Hottentots  should  happen 
to  catch  an  unfortunate  European,  and  determine  to 
roast  him  in  the  axis  of  the  pelvis,  they  would  push  the 
sail  in  at  the  umbilicus,  and  bring  it  out  at  the  anna 
and  as  each  individual  pupil  took  the  forceps  in  his 
hand,  the  Doctor  used  to  say,  "  Remember  the  spit.** 
I  certainly  never  sat  down  to  apply  these  instruments 
without  recollecting  and  bearing  in  mind,  during  the 
operation,'  the  illustration.  In  proper  hands  the  forceps 
ait  useful  and  necessary,  safer,  ajc|  better  adapted*  for 
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the  preservation  of  the  life  of  mother  and  child  than 
the  recti*  I  have  never  employed  them  to  save  time, 
and  always  aocceiafnlly.  In  one  case  the  perioeom 
was  completely  lacerated  into  the  rectum,  under  their 
use,  laying  both  cavities  into  one  for  a  considerable 
apace ;  and  this  arose  from  my  neglecting  to  secure  the 
patient  properly  during  the  operation.  As  the  head 
was  passing,  she  made  a  sudden  spring,  and  getting 
beyond  my  reach,  the  perineum  was  unsupported  at 
the  critical  moment,  and  extensive  laceration  took 
place.  It  however  completely  healed  with  so  little 
inconvenience,  that  the  patient  was  never  aware  of  the 
accident,  and  having  attended  her  in  several  subsequent 
labours,  I  had  an  opportunity  of  knowing  that  the 
anion  remained  entire.  Since  that  time,  I  have  taken 
the  precaution  of  making  a  strong  woman  lie  down  In 
front  at  the  patient  in  all  painful  operations,  to  prevent 
the  possibility  of  accident. 

In  three  cases  the  arm.  presented,  in  neither  of 
which  did  any  particular  difficulty  occur,  It  is 
rather  remarkable  that  amongst  so  large  a 'number 
of  cases,  four  only  of  original  presentations  of 
the  arm  hare  occurred  in  my  own  practice  up  to 
the  present  time,  although  I  have  been  called  to 
many,  in  consultation  with  other  practitioners.  Some 
nave  proved  extremely  difficult,  but  in  all,  delivery  was 
effected  by  patient  perseverance,  without  dismembering 
the  children. 

In  eleven  cases  the  breech  presented,  but  nothing 
worthy  of  remark  occurred  in  any  of  them.  The  practice 
of  bringing  down  the  feet,  with  a  view  of  expediting 
delivery,  is  bad.  It  is  often  done  by  young  practi- 
tioners, who  will  learn  by  experience,  that  the  safest 
course  is  to  allow  the  breech  to  be  expelled  as  it 
presents. 

In  three  cases  the  feet  presented,  one  of  which 
was  remarkable :  both  feet  could  be  distinctly  felt 
low  in  the  vagina,  through  the  membranes,  which 
were  entire  on  my  arrival,  and  remained  so  until  the 
uterus  was  almost  fully  dilated,  when  they  bursty  and 
to  my  astonishment  the  shoulder  presented.  I  Jost  no 
time  in  turning,  which  was  easily  accomplished,  the 
pelvis  being  unusually  capacious. 

There  were  twelve  cases  of  twin  births. 

Twenty-one  cases  of  severe  haemorrhage  occurred, 
two  of  which  were  fatal ;  one  soon  after  the  delivery, 
and  the  other  six  days  after,  from  fever. 

Uterine  haemorrhage  is  more  frequent,  more  embar- 
rassing, and  more  dangerous  than  any  other  accident 
in  the  practice  of  midwifery.  It  often  occurs,  infinite 
of  all  precautions  which  can  be  taken  to  prevent  it/ 
sometimes  to  such  an  extent,  that,  although  the  woman 
escapes  with  life,  her  constitution  receives  such  a 
shock  that  the  recovery  is  difficult  and  protracted ; 
and  at  other  times,  after  repeated  attempts  to  rally, 
she  sinks  into  a  state  of  irretrievable  weakness,  and 
dies.  The  danger  does  not,  however,  always  depend 
on  the  quantity  of  blood  lost,  as  the  following  case 
will  prove  :— 

Mrs.  P.,  a  healthy  young  woman,  aged  24,  was 
delivered  on  the  1st  of  March,  1826,  after  a  natural 
labour  ;  the  placenta  was  expelled  half  an  hour  after- 
wards, without  any  unusual  discharge  of  blood,'but  a 
draining  followed,  which,  although  not  enough  to 
require  any  restraining  remedies,  kept  op  a  faintish- 
ness,  and  more  particularly,  as  she  described  it,  an 


internal  feeling  of  great  weakness,  from  which  she  did 
not  entirely  recover  for  five  or  six  hours.  She  newer 
completely  got  up  her  strength,  although  she  mane 
many  efforts  to  rally,  but  within  a  year  fell  into  a  con- 
sumption, and  died. 

Such  cases  are  not  uncommon,  and  when  con- 
trasted with  others  in  which  enormous  discharges  of 
blood  occur,  without  either  immediate  or  remote 
danger  to  the  constitution,  tend  only  to  show  the 
great  uncertainty  of  the  practice.  Floodings  have 
always  alarmed  me  more  than  any  of  the  various 
dangers  attendant  on  parturition,  from  the  conviction 
that  a  greater  proportion  of  women  die  from  that  than 
any  other  cause.  Dr.  Rigby  divides  uterine  hemor- 
rhage, before  delivery,  into  two  kinds,  accidental  and 
unavoidable;  and  the  rules  for  the  treatment  of  each 
are  well  defined,  judicious,  and  safe.  The  psant  of 
rupturing  the  membranes  in  accidental  hsMnorrhage 
waa  so  strongly  condemned  in  the  school  in  which  I 
was  educated,  that  I  cautiously  avoided  it  in  my  early 
practice,  until  the  publication  of  that  able  work,  since 
which  I  have  in  every  case  adopted  it,  and  invariably 
with  success.  Subsequent  experience  inclines  me  to 
believe  that  a  more  fortunate  result  would  have 
attended  the  following  case,  if  that  practice  had  been* 
pursued,  instead  of  proceeding  to  turn  in  the  usual 
way  : — 

Mrs.  C,  at  the  full  period  of  her  pregnancy,  wee 
suddenly  seised  with  haemorrhage  after  making  a  con- 
siderable exertion;  it  was  so  violent  that  she  would 
have  fallen  to  the  ground  if  the  nurse  had  not  sup- 
ported her.  It  had  continued  nearly  three  hours  when 
I  saw  her.  She  was  faint  and  very  low,  and  although 
the  violence  of  the  discharge  had  abated,  there  wee 
still  much  draining.  My  first  care  was  to  endeavour 
to  recruit  her,  and  she  appeared  to  rally  for  a  time, 
but  the  discharge  still  continuing  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  create  great  apprehension  for  her  safety,  I 
introduced  my  hand,  and  cautiously  delivered  by  the 
feet.  Such  a  discharge  of  fluid  and  coagulated  blood 
followed  the  rupture  of  the  membranes  as  I'  never 
witnessed  before,  nor  Since ;  and  although  the  uterua 
contracted  like  a  ball,  and  expelled  the  placenta '  futo 
the  vagina,  she  died  in  twenty  minutes.  Now,  I 
believe,  that  if  the  membranes  had  been  punctured, 
the  haemorrhage  would  have  been  restrained,  and  that 
she  would  have  recovered  sufficiently  to  have  sup- 
ported her  delivery,  the  shock  of  which  appeared  to 
hasten  her  death. 

But'thUse  cases  do  not  Often' occur,  whilst  nothing 
is  more  common  than  haemorrhage  after  the  expulsion 
of  the  placenta.  That  many  of  these  cases  are  occa- 
sioned tfy  hasty  and  improper  attempts  tb  bring  ewey 
the  after-birth  is  too  true,  but  it  is  equally  certain 
that  they  frequently  happen  where  no  interference  fane 
taken  place,  and  the  whole  process  has  been  left  to 
'  nature.  In  whatever  manner  flooding  has  been  produced, 
no  time  must  be  lost  in  arresting  it.  It  is  not  my  inten- 
tion to  detail  the  various  modes  of  effecting  this  object, 
or  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  different  plana  laid 
down  in  systems  of  midwifery,  and  I  shall  only  observe 
that  I  have  rarely  witnessed  any  good  effects  from  the 
application  of  cold,  which,  in  my  opinion,  can  never 
be  depended  on.  In  two  or  three  instances  marked 
benefit  baa  followed  ita  sudden  application  ;  but  unleea 
it  produces  an  immediate  good  effect,  it  does  harm,  end 
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1 1  scarcely  ever  employ  it.  Tht 
of  the  ban*  into  the  uterus  it  the  most  powerful  agent 
to  supp reusing  sodden  and  violent  discharge*  of  blood ; 
and  if  done  carry,  seldom  fails;  but  if  delayed  until 
great  exhaustion  bas  taken  place,  the  uterus  is  very 
apt  to  relax  again,  and  expose  the  patient  to  a  recur- 
rence of  hsunorrhage,  and  a  repetition  of  the  opera- 
tion. As  this  is  always  a  painful  operation,  though  often 
n  accessary  one,  it  is  desirable  to  avoid  it;  and  for 
sunny  years  past  it  has  been  my  practice  to  grasp  the 
i  in  both  hands,  and  keep  up  steady  and  continual 
►  externally,  in  all  cases  in  which  there  is  a  dis- 
i  to  haemorrhage.  The  ordinary  modes  of  pressure 
which  nurses  employ  generally  fail,  and  the  assistance 
of  bystanders  cannot  be  depended  on.  My  plan  is  to 
kneel  on  the  bed  in  front  of  the  patient,  get  the  uterus 
frfcrry  within  my  hands,  and  lean  the  weight  of  ray 
body  on  them.  The  pressure  thus  made  is  more 
uniform,  and  infinitely  less  painful,  than  the  irre- 
gularly applied  bandages  of  nurses  or  inexperienced 
assistants;  "** 

Experience  warrants  me  in  stating,  that  if  this  plan  be 
effectually  followed,  it  will  generally  render  the  more 
Baneful  one  unnecessary.  But  the  most  dangerous, 
because  the  most  insidious  flooding,  is  that  which 
follows  a  perfectly  natural  labour.  A 
i  has  an  easy  labour,  the  placenta  is  expelled  in 
the  usual  time  by  a  natural  effort,  the  patient  and 
her  friends  rejoice  at  the  happy  termination,  there  is 
belt  little  discharge,  and  the  practitioner  is  about  to 
take  his  leave,  when  his  attention  is  arrested  by  an 
exclamation  from  the  patient— Dear  me !  I  fee!  very 
worm.  The  curtain  is  withdrawn,  she  is  fanned,  has  a 
smelling  bottle  and  a  littlegruel,  expresses  herself  better, 
is  told,  and  believes,  that  there  is  nothing  the  matter. 
If  the  practitioner  leaves  her,  he  will  speedily  be  sum- 
moned again,  to  witness  a  scene  of  great  danger,  and 
perhaps,  of  death.  This,  I  apprehend,  waa  the  case  of 
the  late  Princess  Charlotte.  But  if  he  remains,  he 
will  perhaps  enquire  of  the  nurse  if  there  is  much  dis- 
charge and  be  assured  that  there  is  not ;  she  wiH 
probably  show  him  a  napkin  to  prove  her  correctness, 
which  satisfies  him.  Presently  the  patient  excUimsagain, 
Ob,dcar !  how  faint  I  feeL  Some  gruel  is  administered 
perhaps,  with  a  stimulant,  or  a  few  drops  of  laudanum ; 
abe  revives,  and  all  are  once  more  satisfied.  Bat  this 
deceptive  state  is  but  of  short  duration,  for  in  a  veryshort 
time  the  famtness  returns  in  an  alarming  degree,  the 
point  rapidly  sinks,  the  countenance  becomes  pale,  and 
unless  active  measures  are  immediately  taken,  the 


.  On  laying  the  hand  on  the  abdomen  the,  .uterus  is 
discovered  to  be  aa  large  as  before  delivery,  and  on 
introducing  it  into  its  cavity  it  is  found  to  be  filled  with 
fluid  and  coagulated  blood.  The  withdrawal  of  the 
hand  is  followed  by  an  immense  discharge ;  sometimes 
the  uterus  contracts  immediately  and  remains  firm, 
nod  at  others  it  wholly  or  partially  relaxes,  and  blood 
continues  to  be  poured  out,  or  such  a  draining  remains, 
an  to  keep  the  practitioner,  the  patient,  and  her  Mends, 
to  a  state  of  trembling  anxiety  for  many  hours.  8he 
sometimes  recovers  in  a  rapid  and  extraordinary  man- 
ner, the  constitution  appearing  to  suffer  nothing  from 
sock  great  loss  ;  at  others,  if  energetic  means  have  been 
too  long  delayed,  the  recovery  is  slow  and  precarious, 
or  she  falls  into  a  stale  of  weakness  and  dies.  Hemor- 


rhage, before  the  commencement  of  labour,  always 
claims  attention,  and  so  does  any  unuaunl  discharge 
during  its  progress  and  after  delivery.  Some  discharge 
is  always  expected  afterwards,  and  as  but  little  appears 
externally  in  these  cases,  the  hemorrhage  slowly 
proceeds  internally,  until  the  symptoms  above  detailed 
announce  its  extent  and  danger.  The  safety — nay, 
the  life  of  the  patient  depends  on  the  care,  experience, 
and  watchfulness  of  the  attending;  practitioner,  who 
should  never  rely  on  the  report  of  the  nurse  or  friends, 
but  satisfy  himself,  if  any  unusual  symptoms  appear, 
that  they  do  not  arise  from  loss  of  blood.  It  is  too 
much  the  practice  of  nurses,  as  well  as  friends,  how* 
ever  kind  end  attentive  they  may  be  to  the  woman 
during  her  labour,  to  leave  her  to  her  fate  aa  soon  aa 
she  is  delivered,  and  devote  all  their  attention  to  the 
chilo\ 

Women  are  sometimes  lost  after  profuse  hemor- 
rhage, for  want  of  attention  in  administering  proper 
restoratives.  In  states  of  great  exhaustion,  patients 
frequently  refuse  nourishment,  and  the  heart  would 
cease  to  act  if  stimulants  were  not  constantly 
and  Judiciously  given,  and  under  such  circumstances 
a  woman  will  make  no  effort  herself,  but  would  prefer, 
snd  indeed  often  entreats,  to  be  left  alone.  That  many 
cases  are  lost  from  want  of  diligent  perseverance  in 
recruiting  the  powers  of  Ufe,  is  certain,  and  I  feel 
convinced  that  I  have  been  instrumental  in  aaving 
many  lives  by  gently  but  firmly  insisting  on  this  point, 
and  compelling  the  woman  (if  I  may  be  allowed  the 
expression)  to  live  in  spite  of  herself.  Bread  and 
milk  is  always  at  hand,  and  is  seldom  objected  to.  It 
should  be  boiled,  and  made  rather  thick,  then  quickly 
cooled,  and  some  compound  spirit  of  ammonia  added 
to  it.  It  ia  astonishing  how  large  a  quantity  may  he 
taken  in  a  short  time,  and  how  grateful  it  generally  ia. 
AN  authorities  agree  in  the  propriety  of  giving  opium 
freely,  and  brandy  is  sometimes  necessary.  I  once  gave 
nine  wine-glassfuls,  as  quickly  as  it  could  be  swallowed* 
after  an  enormous  loss  of  blood,  with  the  happiest 
effect. 

the  ergot  of  rye  is  esteemed  by  some  a  useful 
remedy  in  haunorrbage  from  the  uterus.  It  has  not 
(been*  successful  in  my  hands.  It  is  given  much  too  indis- 
criminately during  labour,  sometimes  it  prodoceegood 
effects,  whilst  at  others  it  seems  to  be  perfectly  inert. 

Tne  placenu  presented  in  one  case,  delivery  was 
speedily  effected,  and  the  patient  did  well. 

Twentyfour  cases  of  adhesion  or  retention  of  placenta 
occurred  which  required  the  introduction  of  the  band 
for  its  removal.  These  are  some  of  the  most  distressing 
caees  in  the  practice  pf  midwifery.  It  often  happens  that 
after  a  painful  and  protracted  labour,  when  the  woman 
hopes  and  expects  her  sufferings  are  over,  she  is  obliged 
to  submit  to  an  operation  as  painful  to  her  aa  it  is 
distressing  to  the  practitioner,  and  women  generally 
describe  the  pain  occasioned  by  the  introduction  of 
the  hand  under  such  circumstances,  aa  worse  than  that 
of  labour.  I  know  no  method  of  preventing  it.  It 
may  be  occasioned  by  too  hasty  attempts  to  bring  the 
child  into  the  world,  but  it  often  happens  when  the 
delivery  is  retarded,  which  is  stated  by  some  teachers 
to  be  an  effectual  remedy  against  such  an  occurrence. 
Bat  that  this  plan  often  fails  my  own  experience 
enables, me  to  testify,  indeed  it  does  not  appear  to  me 
by  any  means  certain,  that  the  attempt  tp  re&erg  tf» 


10* 


■*■ 


PRft&WJ*  0?^B«PWU«PT« 


birth  of  the ehttd h>»gM ia^ft^rt^tbejepa^itctioo 
of  the  sterns  end  prosVuccd  the  iwtoptinn,  GenejuyUyvif, 
the  Mk  of  the  pbcceta  end,  sseeytion  of  the  funis  can 
be  felt,  ob  raising  the  finger  along  the  chord,  then  is 
no  veer  of  its  befog  retained ;  but  this  w  not  always  the 
case,  Cor  il  now  end  then  happens,  that  there  iaa  audden 
and  greet  discharge,  or  such  a  cootinned  one.  aa  to 
excite  aem*  Aopreheaaiw/or  the  safety  of  the  patient. 
SosnetimeS'I  have  waited  irresolute  *b  to  the  proper 
course  to  pursue*  and  after  the  failure  of  external 
pressure  on  the  uterus,  and  other  means,  hare  reluct* 
antlybeen  compelled  to  pass  my  hand,  and  occasionally 
regretted  that  it  *as  net  done.  earlier.  It  ia  certainly 
meat  desirable,  chat  the  whole  of  the,  placenta  should 
be  removed «  but  the  a4bcsion  is  sometimes  so  close 
that,  this  can  only  be  effected  in  detae>ed  portions,  so 
that  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  bring  the  whole  away  iJmt, 
if  .alter-  cautions  Attempts*. small  portions  remaip,  it 
is  eaeer  to. leave  them  .than  incur  the  risk  of  frequent 
rod*  end  inegeetnel  efforts  to  scrape,  the  uterus  with 
the£nsjere,  a.  sractfee  which  wee  adopted  in  a  case 
whsth  came  to  my  knowledge,  many  days  after 
delivery,  which  not  only  failed,  but  terminated  in  the 
denah^ef  the  patient.  Careful  and  uniform  pressure 
by-  svssatt  adjusted  bandage,  or  by  the  hands,  appears  to 
me  aim  best  mode  of  preventing  this  alarming  accident. 
Bxceesfcve  flooding,  in  one  case,  was  followed  by 
,  doles*,  whfeb,.  after  many  weeks,  proveft 


I  teve  seen  several,  instances  of  this  disease,  alf  qf 
wnsch, .  with,  thin  exception,  have  done  well.  Local 
I  coining:  applications  bare  been  most 
I  in  the  eariy  stage,  and  after  the  inflammatory. 
i  have  subsided,  the  cure  has  been  completed 
by  nicrcuotnl  friction,  and  wrapping  the  limb  in  oiled 


'%me tossa  of  .puerperal  mania  appeared  in  one.  case 
immediately  after  delivery,  aa  soon  as  the  patient  was 
placed  uvbedV  The  disease  waa  perfectly  established 
in  tweulv-ntnr  .hours,  continued  with  great  violence 
for  many  weeks,  then  gradually  subsided.  She  passed 
through  several  subsequent  labours  without  any  recur- 
rence .  of  the  attack,  but-  died  some  years  after  of 
disease  of  the  brain,  Ewery  other  case  which  tya 
fallen,  under  my  care  has  recovered.  j 

The  vagina  ruptured  to  a  considerable  extent  in  twet 
cases,  the  details  of  which  will  be  round  in  a  separate 
letter. 

Puerperal  peritonitis  supervened  in  two ;petiente,both 
of  whom,;  recovered  under  general****  local  Jblesting> 
and  calomel,  employed  early  sndecttery. 

Qoe.  woman  died1  very  suddenly  an  hour  or.  two 
after  delivery*  the  cause  of  whichcouWnotb^oonjecliy, 
ascertained,  an  examination  being  refused,  but  which 
was  suspected  to  be  internal  flooding,  or  rupture  of  the 


In  one  case  the  uterus  was  raptured  in  turning. 
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violent  and  sudden  action*  The  woman  was  delivered 
and  died  a  few  hours  afanrwarsV.   • 

Rupture  of  Um  usevun,  in  my  opraion,  beppens  much 
mess  freunently  than  is  inmgined  or  ^admitted,  and 
many  deaths,  which  oocnr  seen  after  delivery  and  Are 
not. accounted  for,  meywith  truth  be  attributed  to  this 
cause.  Ten  cases  have  come  within  my  knowledge, 
two  of*  which  were  in  my  own  practice.  Que  i&metw 
tw*&  store,  t)n)  other  was  so  Unusual,  and  from 


peculiar  cimisnsfances  so  interesting,  theft  I  will  ftftfjf , 
it:— 

Tbe.pat^nt  was  a  strong* .heal thy woman,  about  30, 
it  was  her  sixtji  labour,  some  of  which  bad,  been 
very  lingering,  and  on  two  or.  three  occasions  she 
had  .been^expose^.  to  considerable  hemorrhage,  from, 
imperfect  contraction  of  the  uterus  after  delivery.  The 
membranes  ruptured  early  in  the  morning,  but  no  pains 
came  on  until  the  middle  of  the  third  day,  when  they 
continued  regularly  for  three  hours,  by  which  time  the 
uterus,  was  largely  dilated,  the  head  had.  made  con- 
siderable advance,,  and  there  was  every  reason  to  believe 
thai  the,  child  would  soon  be  born.  The  pains,  however, 
gradually  ceased,  and  for  one  hour  and  a  half  were 
entirely  suspended,  when  she  suddenly  complained  of 
excruciating  pains  in  her  legs,  soon  after  of  the  belly,  and 
violent  fprcingin  the  passage.  From  the  toes  to  the  knees 
the  leurer  extremities  were  cold  and  somewhat  livid ;  the 
pulse  was  very  small,  quick,  end  Repressed  ;  there  was  ho 
vajniUgg  nor  collapse  of  the  countenance  usually  attend- 
ant on*  such  cases,  and  as  the  child  remained  in  the  same 
position,  I  did  not  suspect  the  dreadful  mischief  which 
had.  taken  place,  particularly  as  the  circulation  and 
warmth  returned  after  administering  a  slight  cordial, 
But  she  had  no  labour,  pains,  and  still  complained 
(utterly  of  forcing  and  violent  juuns  in  the  abdomenand  . 
chest,  whict*  sue  described  as  bursting.  About  two 
hours  after,  the  breathing  suddenly  became  oppressed, 
the  .pulse  sank,,  the  countenance  became  pale  and 
begeweij^witb,  ,a  ,cold  sweat,  anjl  sip  died,  m  a  few 
minutes.  On^ examination,  the  fyeadwas  found  to 
have ;  receded,,  although,  a  few  minutes  before,  it  waa 
precisely  in  theeame  position  as  it  had  been  during  tbp 
last,  three  hours.  The  post-mortem  exhibited  the 
uterus  exjremely  thin,  and  rent ,  across  the  whole 
bosterior  surface,  It  bad  contracted  considerably, 
had the  child,  which  was.  unusually  large,  had  escaped . 
into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  wlu>h  was  full  of  blood. 
The  ergot  was  given  in  this  case  at  t^e  request  of  the 
patient,  who,  bad  been  relieved  by  it  in  former  labours. 
I  regret  its.having  been  employed,  although  it  may  not , 
have  .occasioned  the  unhappy  result,  but  it  appeared 
for.  a  time  to  increase  the  frequency  of  the  paras, 
and  as  the  child  was  very  large,  especially  the  head, . 
it  might,  by  acting  chiefly  on  one  point,  lutve  thinned 
the  uterus  and,  disposed  it  to  give  way*,  whereas,  if  the 
case  bad  been  left  entirely,  to  natural  efforts,  the 
delivery  might  have  been  delayed  so  long  as  to  warrant 
the,  perforation  of  the  head,  which  afterwards  would 
have  beep  unavailing,  even  .if  time  had  permitted. 

I  remember  a  case  occurring  many  years  ago,  at  the 
Wes^ns^ej^ospjtai,  in  whjfih  tbe  uterus  rantured 
/during  the  nrst.stage  of  labour,  and  the  woman  died 
immediately.  The  preparation  was  carefully  preserved 
by  my  frienj],  the  late  Mr.  Clement  CJruttwell,  of  Bath* 
Jn^urery  rasa,,  except  the  last.  detailed  vomixing  of 
coffee-colouresl  n>iu\  coUapse  of  the  countenance,  and 
immediate  cassation  of  labour  pains  have  instantly 
followed  this  dreadful  accident. 

,  It  is  aotnewhat  remarkftble,  that  out  of  so  large  a  num- 
ber of  cases,  one  only  of  puerperal  convulsion*  occurrefU 
and  as  the  symp!toiu*were  carefully  noted  at  the  bed  side, 
the  detail  inny  njutbe  ueioterraiine;,  The  patient,  was 
twenty>ooc #ears  old,. and  was  seised  with  labour  pains 
at  eight  in  the  evening*  *u  the.  seventh  month  of  her 
first  pregnancy.  Atone,  imp*,  the  ujenjbranes  raptured, 
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the  o«  uteri  was  dilated  to  the  size  of  a  shilling,  and 
the  pains  regular  and  strong.  At  two  she  became  > 
suddenly  affected'  with  convulsion.  'It  began  with  tho 
most  horrid  distort) on  of  the  countenance,  succeeded  by 
convulsive  twitching*;  the  limbs  were  violently  convul- 
sed, the  breathing  laborious.  The  fit  continued  about 
five  minutes,  then  terminated,  tearing  the  patient 
sensible  but  unconscious  of  the  previous  affection,  and 
complaining  only  of  a  pain  In  the  head.  The  pupils 
were  much  dilated,  but  contracted  on  the  approach  of 
hgbt ;  there  was  grinding  of  the  teeth,  the  arms  and 
legs  were  affected  with  rapid  convulsive  shaking  motions, 
and  sometimes  with  plunges  so  violent  as  to  thrust  the 
bed  from  the  sacking.  The  respiration  seemed  at  first 
suspended,  from  suffocation,  then  foam  was  formed  in 
the  mouth,  the  breathing  was  stertorous  during  inspira- 
tion, long  expirations  followed,  with  blowing  through 
the  foam.  The  whole  appeared  suffocating  and 
agonising ;  the  lips  assuming  at  the  same  time  ft  black, 
mid  colour.  The  respiration  became  at  length  calmer, 
and'  the  patient'  remained  in  a  state  of  coma,  from 
witch  she  could  not  be  roused ;  the  pulse  was  frequent 
and  regular.  TTie  fourth  convulsion  occurred  about 
three  m  the  morning;  soon  after,  delivery  was  effected 
by  the  crotchet.  There  was  nd  fit  until  seven  o'clock, 
and  another  occurred  again  at  nine,  a.m.  After  thai 
period  the  patient  lay  in  a  state  of  easy  coma;  some* 
times,  however,  she  would  get  up  and  turn  herseff  in 
bed.  The  pulse  was  132  and  regular,  the  countenance 
pale,  the  feet  cold.  At  five  pun*  the  pulse  was  140, 
the  coma  deeper  and  constant,  without  any  further 
symptom*.  Attenta.m^ontlnl^tlNia^lsewasloM, 
there  was  returning  sensibility,  aim  opened  her  eyes, 
put  oat  Jmt  tongue,  and  gav»  rational  answers  when, 
spoken  to.  There  waa  no  intoleration  of  light  or  sound, 
ner  deafness.    On,  the  20th,  senaibility  was  perfects,  f 

I  have  witnessed  many  eases  since,  all  of  which  have 
terminated  favourably,  under  active  treatment  speedily 
aid  sjeoteMy  employed.  la  this,  seeanty  4>smcex>cf 
blood  were  drawn  from  the  arm  .during  the  fast  three 
heave,  besides  a  considerable  quantity  lost,  in  the 
dehVery,  the  head  waa  shaved  and  blistered,  cataplasms 
were  applied  So  the  feet,  injections  of  turpentine 
id  a  scruple  of  calomel  given  and 
every,  third  beany  until  the  bowels  were 
enVetuatfy  relieved* 

In  one  case*  the  violent  convulsions  rapidly  succeeded 
each  ot^erbelbra  the  sKghteat  Dilatation  of  the  uterus 
had  taken  place,  but  the  active  means  resorted  to 
arrested  the  attacks,  and- delivery  took  place  the  fol- 
lowing slay,  without  any  recurrence  of  tela  frightful, 
disease.  The  only  fatal  case  which  I  have  seen,  waa 
one  to  which  I  ww  caned  in  coinmltttiooj  after  delivery 
ha*  been  effected,  but  aM  other  means  entirely  neg* 


It  hi  evident  that  the  practice  of  midwifery  Involves 
duties  of  too  responsible  and  daagere4s«  nature**  be 
estreated  to  ignorant  women ami  nurses.  All  men  do 
not  possess'  the  necesaary  qualifications,  and  are  not 
equally  adapted  for  it.  He  will  be  best  fitted  for  the 
nk  who  possesses  a  good  constitution,, i$ 
of  enduring  gteat-nuigua,  and  patiently  sub* 
milting  to  many  privations,  with  sound  Judgment  and 
firm  determination,  without  rashness,  which  he  will 
often  he  required  to  exercise  when,  exhausted  by  long 
tfttchmt;  and  amdetv  j  la  additiotf  tow)ucb,if  m>  ma** 


ner  be  kind  end*  hie  i 

So.hmtael^as.«aU  ^^  Jfe. 
its.    There  lis  .aoaroeryo  ease  ia.  the, practice  of. 
or  surgery  eo  urgent  aa  not  to  allow  time  faci- 
litation, but  the  midwife  is  .often  called  on  to.  act 
^nstantly,  on  hie  own  Judgement,  in  cases  .where  delay, 
^rouM  fee  death.    How  important  then  je  the  study  of   ' 
uildwifery;  an-  imperfect  knowledge-  of  its.  practical 
^art  may  lead  to  the  most  daplafable  eooseouanoev 
there  aa  error  of-  the  head  or  hand  max.  suddenly, 
iereave  a  fond  husband  of,  a  beloved'  wife,  ebttdnsn  of . 
i  totfder  and  affectionate  mother,  and  pktnga  a  whole. . 
family  into  grief,  and  probably,  ruin.  . 
'  In  the  year  1760,.  Dr.  Andrew  DoogUa  published  a 
pamphlet,  entitled  "Observations  op  tfre  .Rupture  of 
the  GravM  Uterus/'  on  referring  to  which  I  find  that 
hie  opinion  waa,  that  ruptures  of  the  uterus  were, 
accidents  of  frequent  occurrence*  I  quota  his  wprda-r-. 

"There  can  be  no  ddobt  entertained  of  the  Are* 
ouency  of  ruptures  of  the  uterus,  when  it  is  known 
that  more  than  twenty  cases,  in  which  the  fact  wa 
demonstrated   by  dissection,  "have  been  'observed  in 
London  within  the  last   twenty  years.      In    P*rk> 
Oregoire  mentions  his  having  seen  sixteen  in  aprsfctias/ 
of  thirty  years ;  and  by  Bonetus,  RHdatras,  and-othera,  ' 
we  are  supplied  with  a  ftumbet  of  similar  instance*.  ' 
But  the  greatest  number  of  these  Mstorie*,  bevmghee* 
preserved   as  records   of   remarkable 
instructive  facts,  many  important! 
been  omitted  or  overlooked,  from  a  presonrj>oVm4wat  ' 
the  case  was  witnont  a  remedy.  •'  '         •  ' 

"A  considerable  proportion  of  the  death*'  Which 
hare  happened  suddenly  in  the  time  of  labour,  or  soon 
After  delivery,  may  probably  have  been  hi  consequence 
of  a  laceration  ,ef  .the  womb,  or  fee  apaendagea^oi.. 
some,  the  cause  has  not  (mm. discovered  till  after 
death,  and  of  many  more,  has  never  been  explained, 
from  the  bodies  having  been  intoned  without  ana* : 
tomical  inspection.  Even  when  previous  symptoma 
have  afforded  the  strongest  reason  to  believe  ton*  the 
uterus  was  the  part  affected,  the  precise  fcrtuatiou  and 
extent  of  the  injury  has  stui  beeii '  undetermined, 
because  it  has  been  impossible  to  obtain*  leave  to  vaake 
,  the  necessary  examination." 

In  the  same  pamphlet  he  relates  a  case  of  extraordi- 
nary recovery  frojn  unwound  pf  the  uterus,  the  details 
of  which  are  as  follow . —  . 

"  A  negro  woman,  of  the  island  of  Jamaica,  who  waa 
well  tormedV  «d  luui  borne  three>.  children  in  ,  the 
natural  way,  when  in  labour  of  the  fourth,  was  so 
impatient  under  her  pains,  aa  to  he?  considered  by  her 
iicighbours  aa  delirious*  though  her  sufferings  did  not 
nppear  to  them  mora  tban.cominoaly  severe;  but  so 
violentiy  did  they  affect  the  woman  herself,  as  to 
induce  her  to  make  a  long  inaefcm.  on  the.  left  side  of 
her  belly  with  a  knife,  part  of  the  blade  of  which  had 
been  broken  off,  and  ao  deep  aa  to  .divide  the  skin, 
muscles,  and  utorua,  and  even,  to  wound  the  left  Wp  of 
the  child.  The  opening  was  nearly  in  the  direction  of 
the  ohoquus  desoendens  muscle, .  and  ao  considerable, . 
that  the  fasten  waa  immediately  forced. out  upon  the 
mat  on  which  she  lay,  where  it  was  found  by  a  mW- 
wife  who  wee  called  to  her  assistance,  together  with  * 
great  portion  of  the  intestines.  She  tied  the  navel 
string,  returned  ffce  bowels  40*9  d#  *o&w*P?  «4 
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without  extracting  *e  piMeots,  sewed  up  the  wound, 
in  tbe  way  practised  on  tad  bodies.  Dr.  Morton  an  . 
able  practitioner,  was  sent  for  as  soon  as  passible,  and 
saw  her  about  three  boars  after  the  operation.  He 
considered  the  mode  in  which  the  wound  had  been 
sewed  tip,  as  improper ;  had  tbe  stiches  divided, 
directed  the  parts  to  be  washed  with  warm  water,  and 
the  bowels  to  be  cleansed  from  the  straws  and  sand 
which  bad  adhered  from  their  lying  on  the  mat.  He 
easily  extracted  the  placenta,  replaced  the  intestines, 
and  brought  the  lips  of  tbe  wound  together  by  the 
interrupted  suture.  She  had  lost  a  great  quantity  of 
blooif,  and  was  put  to  bed  speechless,  without  any  pulse 
at  the  wrist  Her  speech  she  recoreredon  the  following 
day,  but  had  a  degree  of  fever  some  days  longer,  with 
very  tittle  lochia!  discharge.  From  tba*  time  she  went 
on  well,  and  was  able  to  sit  up  at  the  end  of  five  weeks* 
had  strength  enough  to  walk  in  a  fortnight  more,  and 
in  three  months  was  perfectly  recovered. 

"  Her  mistress  parted  with  her  soon  after  this,  but 
Or.  Morton,  to  know  tbe  remainder  of  her  history, 
apnHed  for  information  to  a  surgeon  on  the  plantation 
to  wtych  she  was  removed.  He  received  for  answer 
thai  she  had  been  regular  in  her  menstruation  from  the 
time  she  bad  been  under  his  inspection  t  had  again 
become  pregnant,  and  if  she  had  not  been  carefully 
watched,  would  have  chosen  to  repeat  the  operation, 
basing  declared  her  sufferings  from  that  to  have  been 
trifling  when  compared  with  tbe  pangs  of  child- 
bearing.    Her  labour  was  natural,  and  her  recovery 
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population  is  so  numerous,  and  tbe  disease  so 
for  the  assertion  made  some  years  ago  by 
,  and  repealed  by  the  surgical  professors  in. my 
time,  that  the  disease  did  mot  exiet  m  tropical  cUmatm, 
is  very  far  from  truth.  In  the  midland  provinces,  and 
in  upper  India,  there  are  very  few  districts  where  the 
disease  is  not  prevalent  amongst  the  lower  class. of 
people,  and  it  is  particularly  common,  amongst  those 
who  are  badly  clothed,  and  who  live  upon  an  unleavened 
wheaten  cake,  called  chepattie>  not  unlike  the  Norfolk 
dumpling.  I  am  not  aware  if  tbe  treatment  by  litho- 
trity  has  ever  been  adopted  in  this  country ;  there  is 
but  little  disposition  to  inflammatory  action  amongst  a 
people  who  feed-  poly  on  vegetables  and  grain  ;  so  that 
the  mortality  is  too  slight  amongst  the  young  to  call 
for  any  change,  and  the  disease  is  rarely  met  with,  as 
.in.  England,  amongst  the  ayeeV' 

The  concluding  remark  of  Dr.  Jackson  suggests  to 
me  one  observation.  In  tbe  aged,  where  disease  of 
the  prostate  gland  or  bladder  is  so  often  the  predis- 
posing, cause  of  calculus,  it  has  been  believed  that 
vesical  calculi  might  occur  in  any  climate,  and  hence 
the  aged  ware  tbe  class  most  liable  to  it  within  the 
tropica.  It  would  be  very  interesting  to  find  Dr. 
.  Jackson's  statement  as  to  the  malady  in  question  being 
more  prevalent  amongst  the  young,  and  less  amongst 
the  aged,  corroborated  by  other  experienced  surgeons, 
I  remain,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  GREEN  CROSSE. 
Norwich,  May  J3tb»  1844. 


PREVALENCE  OF  CALCULOUS  DISEASES  IN 
THE  EAST  INDIES. 

TO  TBE  BDITOn  OF  THB  PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AMD 
SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

Sin, 
It  seems  as  if  diseases  spring  up  wherever  we  look 
ftar  them,  and  that  they  are  reported  ofteu  to  be 
absent  in  certain  districts,  because  there  is  indifference 
in  our  profession  as  to  their  detection.  I  dare  say,  if  a 
zealous  litbotomist  were  to  go  to  Holland,  be  would  find 
that  calculous  concretions  of  the  bladder  are  not  quite 
banished ;  yet  we  rarely  hear  now  of  the  occurrence 
of  this  form  of  disease,  so  prevalent  a  century  and  a 
half  since,  as  evidenced  by  Rau's  numerous  operations, 
and  by  the  still  existing  museums  of  pathology  formed 
about  that  time. 

A  few  years  ago  it  was  affirmed  that  urinary  concre- 
tions were  scarcely  to  be  met  with  in  tbe  East  Indies,  and 
that  when  they  did  occur,  the  subjects  were  Europeans, 
who  took  with  them  the  germs  of  the  disease  from 
their  native  country.  This  opinion  has  been  proved 
erroneous  by  the  occurrence  of  every  recent  year, 
and  swrgeons  now,  being;  operators,  find  numerous 
occasions  for  exercising;  their  skill  in  the  east. 

I  offer  these  remarks,  for  the  purpose  of  .naming 
that  I  lately  received  a  letter  from  Dr.  J.  Jackson,  of 
Calcutta,  accompanied  by  a  present  of  several  calculi 
for  my  cabinet,  removed  by  operation,  and  I  have  the 
pleasure  of  making  public  the  following  extract: — 

"  The  snbject  of  urinary  calculus  ami  the  improve- 
ments Which  are  taking  place  in  Europe  as  to  its  treat- 
ment, are  flail  of  interest  to- us  in  this  country,  where 


TREATMENTOP  PUERPERAL  CONVULSIONS. 

TO  TBS  EDITOR  OP  THE  PROVINCIAL  XXDICAL  AMD 
SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

Sir, 
Whenever  any  controversy  .takes  place  with  regard 
to  treatment  in  any  particular  maladies,  every  com  of 
the  kind  must  be  interesting,  in  whatever  way  treated,  * 
as  having  a  practical,  and  therefore  valuable  bearing  on 
the  point  at  issue.  As  much  has  lately  been  written  in 
your  valuable  journal  upon  the  treatment  of  puerperal 
convulsions,  I  send  you  tbe  history  of  a  ease  recently 
treated  by  me ;  and,  as  undeserved  blame  has  been  east 
upon  Mr.  Druitt  for  the  mode4  of  treatment  pursued 
by  him,  it  will  be  seen,  that  in  making  my  case  public, 
I  am  not  unwilling  to  share  the  Mame  with  him ;  on 
tbe  contrary,  I  shall  be  most  happy  to  be  in  his  com* 
pany  on  this  occasion,  as  it  was  my  good  fortune  to  be 
some  years  ago. 

I  was  called  up  aboat  two  o'clock  on  the  morning 
}f  Sept.  27th,  to  see  a  lady  whom  I  expected  to  find 
in  labour;  such  was  not  the  case.    I  learned  that,  she 
had  awakened  suddenly  in  great  terror,  and,  as  she 
said,  with  acute  spasm  in  her  bowels ;  the  face  was 
extremely  florid  and  swollen,  the  vessels  of  tbe  neck  and 
foce  were  much  distended,  the  puke  90,  hard  and  full* 
She  complained  of  great  pain  in  Hie  head,  enpedally  , 
over  tbe  left  eye;  I  had  a  dosea  leeches  applied  to  the . 
temples,  followed  by  acotd  lotion,  andanpJssdsinapiams  . 
to  the  eyes,  and  gave  a  brisk  aperient.    In  an. hour  or 
two  *hef>lliutleep,aml  when  1  called  about  10  a.m.,  she 
said  she  felt  very  well,  and  experienced  no  pain  in  the 
head,  nor  elsewhere.  About  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening 
I  was  summoned  to  be  informed  that  symptoms  of 
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labour  (this  was  her  second  accouchement)  had  shown 
Ihemaafre*}  I  slept  in  the  bouse,  bat  was  not  disturbed 
the  whole  night,  her  pains  being;  an  trivial  and  far 
lalweam  Whan  I  arose  abont  seven  o'clock*  on  the 
28th,  I  found  my  patient  comfortable,  but  a  little 
fatigued ;  the  face  was  still  swollen,  and  the  pulse 
fuller  and  quicker  than  natural  to  her.  I  had  not  left 
her  half  an  hour  ere  I  was  called  in  great  baste,  and 
from  the  attack  on  the  previous  night,  and  the  swollen 
condition  of  the  face  and  neck,  I  was  almost  prepared 
for  that  I  met  with.  My  fears  were  confirmed  on 
opening  the  door,  for  I  beard  the  lady  screaming 
violently,  madly,  and  found  four  or  five  attendants 
trying,  fruitlessly,  to  keep  her  in  bed ;  the  eyea  were 
glaring  and  furious,  the  whole  face  distorted,  the  mus- 
cular strength  immense,  breathing  loud  and  stertorous; 
in  act  she  had  puerperal  convulsions.  On  making 
an  eiamination,  the  oa  uteri  was  found  to  be  dilated 
to  the  sine  of  balf-a-crown,  and  the  head  presenting 
naturally.  I  hesitated  not  to  bleed,  which  I  did  from 
both  anna  aft  once,  but  with  great  difficulty  from  the 
sntaDnens  and  depth  of  the  veins.  When  20  or  35 
ounces  of  blood  had  been  then  rapidly  drawn*  the 
pulsr  sssrir,  the  rigid  limbs  beoame  pliable  and  enfeebied, 
and  apsjoarnucaa  of  syncope  took  the  place  of  the 
previous  atoning  symptoms.  The  child  was  born 
(dead)  without  a.seeming  effort.  Much  to  my  surprise 
and  delight  my  patient  gradually  became  composed,  but 
not  sensible,  for  many  hours.  As  soon  as  I  could  pre- 
vail  upon  fcer  to  take  it,  I  gave  three  grains  of  calomel, 
with  ten  of  extract  of  colocynth,  followed  by  an  aperient 
draught.  I  need  not  add  the  subsequent  treatment,  as 
ail  went  well.  Now,  I  ask,  who  would  have  doubted 
the  propriety  of  bleeding  in  this  case?— who  would 
have  hesitated  to  bleed  promptly  and  freely?  I 
firmly  believe  that  had  I  abstracted  blood  from  the 
arm  on  the  morning  of  the  27th,  when  first  called,  my 
patient  would  have  had  no  convnsrions. 

I  merely  send  you  this  case  in  order,  by  a  practical 
illustration  of  its  value,  to  justify  the  treatment  pursued 
by  Mr.  Druitt.  My  case  bears  a  close  analogy  to  Mr. 
Druitt't  in  another  particular,  viz*  that  rather  severe 
salivation  took  place,  and  yet  I  gave  only  three  grains  of 
calomel.  I  attribute  this  accident  in  both  cases  to  the 
facility  with  which  mercury  produces  its  peculiar 
action  when  administered  after  large  blood-lettioga. 

I  am,  Sir, 
n  Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

FREDERICK  COX. 

,  Welford,  Northamptonshire,  May  17, 1844. 
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When  the  .social  interests  or  the  moral  and  reli- 
gioiiawelmro  of  mankind  are  at  stake,  itlMcomes 
the  doty  of  the  statesman  and  of  the  minister  of 
religion  to  raise  their  voices  and  exert  their  influ- 
ence  in  the  common  cause.  So  likewise  when  the 
physical  well-being  of  the  community  is  endan- 
gered, it  is  incumbent  upon  the  medical  profession 
at  large  to  warn  the  ignorant  and  incautious  against 


the  threatened  err!,  and  as  far  as  practicable  guard  r 
against  or  remedy  its  effects.    Actuated  by  these 
views,  we  are  led  to  make  a  few  remarks  upon  a 
subject  which  has  lately  engaged  the'  attention  oif 
die  Commons  House  of  Parliament    We  allude  : 
to  the  portion  of  time  which  should  be  allowed  for  * 
continuous  daily  labour  in  the  factory. 

It  is  to  be  feared  that  many  of  those  who  hare 
undertaken   to    decide   upon  this    question,  are 
but  very  imperfectly  instructed  in  some  of  its 
most  important  bearings,  and  have  been    influ- 
enced,  in    their     decision     rather     by    certain 
abstract   notions  of   political  expediency,  or  by  ' 
partv  considerations,  than  by  a  knowledge  of  the 
powers  and  capabilities  of  the  human  machine.  ' 
We  believe  that  of  those  who  are  best  qualified  to  * 
form  a  judgment,— of  those  who  from  education, 
study,  and  practical  experience  are  best  informed 
of  the  extent  to.  which  human  endurance  may  be  • 
tasked  without  permanent  injury,  there  are  few 
who  wonld  have  ventured  to  come  to  a  condU-  l 
sion  upon  it  without  the  most  careful  and  anxious  ' 
inquiry-    Yet  we  do  not  hear  that  the  opinion  of ' 
eminent  persons  competent  to  arrive  at  a  just  con- 
clusion in  the  real  merits  of  this  part  of  the  subject 
hast  been  either  sought  or  listened  to  by  the  many  * 
who  have  recorded  their  votes  in  favour  of  the  lotuj  * 
period.  J 

No  mere  legislator,  however  intelligent  he  may  ' 
be  fa  questions  purely  political,  or  whatever  may 
be  (he  powers  of  his  mind,  can  ba  supposed  capable 
of  exercising  those  powers  with  effect  in  a  subject 
of  the  details  of  which  he  is  in  entire  ignorance. 
Aoengineer  who  is  well  acquainted  with  the  dura- 
bility, toughness,  elasticity,  and  other  physical 
properties  of  the  wood  and  metal  employed  in? 
the  construction  of  machinery,  and  with  the '' 
wear  and  tear  from  friction  and  other  causes 
to  which '  this  machinery  h  subject,  may  be 
able  to  estimate  its  powers,  and  regulate  the 
employment  of  it,  so  as  to  produce  the  greatest  pos- 
sible effect  at  the  least  possible  disadvantage.  But 
were  it  necessary  or  advisable  so  to  economise 
machinery  as  to  render  the  preservation'  of  it  a 
subject  for  legislative  interference,  wonld  the 
Government,  or*  the  Members  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  proceed  without  due  investigation,  in 
which  the  opinion  of  eminent  engineers  should 
bajfe  full  weight  and  consideration.  But  the  pre-  • 
set  ration  of  the  human  machine,  regarded  merely 
as  such,  as  it  is  too  apt  to  be  in  discussions  of  this : 
nature,  is  to  this  rail  as  important  for  the  godd  of 
the  state,  and  is  now  actually  under  consideration.* 
Can  it  be  considered  consistent  with  that  wisdom,' 
and  those  principles  of  sound  government  which 
the  country  has  a  right  to  look  for  from  its  legis- 
lators, that  tile  construction,  the  wonderful  play 
of  action,   and    the    modifications    which  both 
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undergo  when  either  is  deranged,  or  the  power 
which  the  entire  human  machine  manifests  is 
impaired,  shall  be  entirety  overlooked. 

The  anatomist  and  the  physiologist  know  well  that 
the  body  in  childhood  is  not  capable  of  such  prolonged 
exertion  as  it  can  undergo  in  manhood  5  that  the 
frame-work  is  then  weak  and  slender ;  that  the 
animal  textures  have  not  the  firmness  of  those 
of  the  mature  adult ;  and,  consequently,  that 
the  physical  powers  are  not  equal  to  the  same 
amount  of  labour.  The  pathologist,  by  painful 
experience/has  become  acquainted  with  the  long 
train  of  diseases  winch  are  induced  by  bodily  fatigue, 
bj  insufficient  rest,  by  close  confinement,  by  un- 
wholesome air,  by  scanty  diet,  and  by  innumerable 
other  deleterious  influences,  under  which  those  who 
are  driven  to  drag  out  the  weary  hours  of  the 
lengthened  day  for  weeks,  and  months,  and  years, 
gradually  sink  into  premature  decay. 

The  mortality  in  the  fectory  districts  is  fear- 
ful, especially  amongst  the  young ;  and  of  these 
who  survive  the  struggle  and  reach  the  adnlt 
age,  al  arge  portion  carry  away,  implanted  with 
their  growth,  the  germs  of  disease  which  alike 
destroy  health  and  comfort,  and  injure  them' In 
every  domestic  relation  in  which  their  Jot  may  {* 
cast  The 'overstraining  of  the  powers  of  the 
otfld  at  the  looms  is  too  often  followed  by 
early  marriage  in  immature  youth.  Those  who 
survive  the  protracted  hours  of  labour,  endue**! 
throughout  what  should  nave  been  a  joyous 
season,  free  from  thought  and  care,  marry  early 
and  'beget  children,  who  inherit  from  generation 
to  generation  tye  .acquired  defects  of  organization 
which  a  wretched  system  of  forced  production  entails 
on  almost  all  who  are  engaged  in  it  Let 
the  men  who  swell  the  majority  of  the  minis- 
ter, or  fill  the  benches  of  his  opponents,  and 
who  vote  on  the  one  or  other  side,  merety 
because  the  leaders  of  different  parties  in  the  state 
sit  on  the  treasury '  or  the  opposition  benched 
make  themselves  acquainted  with  the  statistics  of 
mortality  in  the  manufacturing  districts,  and  then 
let  them  conscientiously  ask  themselves  to  what 
tins  mortality  may  be  attributed.  Let  them  enter 
some  of  the  loathsome  dens  where  childhood  is 
immured,  wearing  away  the  weary  hours  in  uneeaf 
iBg  toil,  and  listen,  and  listen  in  vain,  for  the  merry 
joyous  laugh  which  tells  of  young  and  happy  hearts. 
How  can  the  child  be  young  when  the  unvarying 
round  of  over-wrought  daily  labour  wrings  from  it 
the  elasticity  of  youth?  How  can  it  be  happy 
when  deprived  of  every  innocent  enjoyment  whim 
renders  life  desirable  ? 

There  are  other  considerations,  too,  of  far 
higher  import  than  those  upon  winch  we  have 
felt  it  our  duty  to  touch,  involved  in  this  sacri- 
&*  irf,;**  large  ft  F&ty  if  **  time  of  the 


young  child  and  the  female  at  the  shrine  of 
mammon.  Such  considerations,  however,  must  be 
left  to  those  whose  peculiar  province  it  is  to  in- 
struct the  young  child  and  the  unlettered  adult  in 
the  ways  of  religion  and  morality.  It  is  sufficient 
for  us  to  feel  assured  that  the  cause,  in  ail  hs 
bearings,  is  that  of  humanity  and  truth,  and  that 
as  such,  notwithstanding  the  powerful,  and  for  a 
time  successful,  opposition,  against  which  it  has  to 
contend,  it  must  ultimately  prevail. 


FACTORY  BILL.— POWER  OF  VISITING  CASES 
OF  ACCIDENT. 

We  have  been  requested  to  direct  attention  to  the 
following  clause  in  the  Factory  Bill,  which  it  is  thought 
may  not  only  be  the  means  of  curtailing  the  incomes 
of  the*public  charities  in  the  manufacturing  districts, 
but  also  likely  to  prove  a  source  of  great  annoyance 
to  the  medical  officers  of  the  infirmaries  and  dispen- 
saries. The  power  given  to  the  certifying  surgeons,  of 
entering  any  public  or  private  institution,  and  examin-  ' 
inig  cases  of  accident,  although  placed  under  the  care 
of  other  medical  men,  may  unquestionably  lead  to 
abuse,  and  thus  prove  equally  detrimental  to  the 
sufferers,  and  annoying  to  those  who  have  the  care  ef 


•  «  And  be  it  enacted,  that  if  a  certifying  surgeon 
shall  receive  notice  as  aforesaid,  that  an  accident  has 
occurred,  which  has  caused  bodily  injury  to  any  person 
employed  in  a  factory,' for  which  he  has  been  appointed 
to  grant  certificates  of  age,  and  that  it  has  bee*  of 
such  a  nature  as  to  have  prevented  the  person  so 
injured  from  returning  to  his  work  in  the  factory  the 
following  morning,  he  shall  without  the  least  possible 
delay  proceed  to  the  said  factory,  and  shall  make  a 
full  investigation  as  to  the  nature  and  cause  of  such 
bodily  injury,  and  shall  within  the  next  twenty-four 
hours  send  to  the  inspector  of  the  district  a  report 
thereof,  a  copy  of  which  report,  together  with  any 
other  information  he  may  receive  respecting  the 
said  accident,  the  inspector  of  the  district  shall  send 
to  the  office  of  the  factory  inspectors  as  soon  as  con- 
veniently may  be;  and  the  certifying  surgeon,  for  the 
purpose  of  such  investigations  only,  shall  have  the 
same  power,  authority,  and  protection,  as  an  inspector, 
and  ehalt  also  have  power  to  enter  any  room  m  any 
puilding  to  which  the  injured  pereon  may  have  been 
removed:  and  for  such  investigation  the  said  surgeon 
shall  receive  a  fee  not  exceeding  ten  shillings,  or  such 
part  thereof,  not  being  less  than  three  shillings,  as  the 
inspector  of  the  district  may  consider  a  reasonable 
remuneration  to  the  surgeon  for  his  trouble,  which  foe 
shall  be  paid  as  other  expenses  incurred  unefer  this 
Act."  Clause  23,  of"  A  Bill  to  amend  the  lawsri 
ing  to  labour  in  Factories.'* 
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RETROSPECT. 

nUlfSMISfllOW    OP  HYDATIDS    BT  COWTAOIOH. 

Some  Hghry  interesting  and  carious  researches  on 
tail  subject  have  been  published  by  Professor  Klencke, 
of  Brunswick.  After  commenting  upon  the  vajjue' 
manner  in  which  the  term  hydatid  has  been  applied, 
th*  autbor  proposes  the  fbnowirifr  definition  t—u  Every 
vesicular  production  round  in  living  organized  tissues, 
which  is  provided  with'sponteneousry  moving  organs, 
or  which  has  at  least  the  power  of  reproduction,  apart 
from  the  tisane  in  which  it  is  lodged  by  giving  birth  to 
individuals  similar  to  itself."  The  different  species  are 
then  characterized,  the  situations  in  which  they  are 
commonly  inet'witb,  pointed  out,  and'msn^  Other  par* 
tienUrs  connected  with  the  natural  history' of  these  pro- 
ductions, noticed.  The  most  important  part  of  the 
memoir,  however,  is  that  occupied  with  an  account  of 
the  experiments  performed  by  Professor  Klencke  upon 
propagating  hydatids  by  means  of  inoculation*  With 
the  object  of  examining  the  reproductive  powers*  of  the 
frlse  hy$a|ifU-  (Bydfitj*  spuria,)  he  injected  warm 
water  containing  some  of  these  hydatids,  collected  fidm 
the  brain  of  a  fresh  human  subject,  into  the  abdominal 
cavity  of  two  puppies  and  two  kittens.  After  the 
injection,  the  opening  was  carefully  closed,  the  animal* 
were  restored  to  their  parents  and  grew  perfectly  well. 
At  the  end  of  three  months  he  found  upon  examining 
.  the  abdomen,  in  setting  out  from  the  punctured  wound, 
an  adherence  of  the  parietal  layer  of  the  peritoneum, 
with  the  epiploon  at  the  seat  of  puncture,  and  'upon 
this  adhesion,  as  well  as'  upon  the  internal  surface  of 
the  perftonewtt,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  cicatrix* 


a  very  fcrea*  number  of  false  hydatids.  •  In 
the  other  kitten,  in  which  no  adhesion*  had  taken 
ptace,  (here  wee  no  trace  of  these  produotiona  in  the 
iieighbouriioodof  the  cicatrix,  whilst  upon  the  perir 
tones!  surface  of  the  bladder,  a  mass  of  false  hydatids 
was  found  projecting  into  the  abdomen. 

Some  very  small  bydatic  cellules  were  taken-  from 
the  plexus  choroides  of  a  man,  and  with  them  the 
orbit  of  a  hen  was  inoculated.  The  inflammation 
which  supervened  subsided  by  the  eigthth  day.  At 
the  end  of  thirteen  weeks  the  whole  external  wall 
of  the  orbit  was  tumified,  and  the  eye  pushed  inwards. 
Upon  examination  after  death,  the  orbit  Was  found 
filled  with  a  cellular  mass  containing  a  very  great 
number  of  false  hydatids.  The  whole  brood  of  these 
hydatids  was  injected  into  the  femoral  vein  of  a  kitten.  > 
At  the  end  of  three  weeks  the  animal  became  Allien 
and  habitually  sleepy.  Upon  examination  there  was 
found  in  the  heart,  and  especially  in  the'rj^tauriculo* 
ventricular  orifice,  a  fibrinous  and  gelatinous  precipi- 
tate, containining  an  innumerable  quantity  of  false 
hydatids.  ;t  ,    . , 

The  false  hydatids  are  more  rare  in  the  lower  animals  I* 
than  in  man,  and  their  transmission  is  more  easily 
effected  when  the  species  of  animal  inoculated  is  not 
far  removed  from  that  which  furnished  the  parasite. 
In  regard  to  the  acepbalocysts  and  echtnococci,  the 
author  says  that  be  has  found  the  former  in  the  milk 
of  the  cow,  and  floating  along  with  them,  in  the  serum 
of  that  fluid,  the  small  ovules  that  are  met  with  in 
the  bodies  of  these  animals.    Both  forms  of  hydatid 

vsi»dwiib4ai]y  in  tfce  flesh  awl  Wood  of  animal, 


and  if  the  process  of  cooking  does  not  destroy  them, 
we  must  run  continual  risk  of  contagion.      '       '     ' ' 
With  a  view  of  ascertaining  what  effect  digestion 
would  produce  upon  them,  he  instituted  the  following ' 
experiment': — Some  full-grown  eehiaocOccI  We  placed  • 
in  the  gastric  juice  of  a  dog,  aria*  m  that  of  a  man ;  tft  thcr  ~ 
end  of  three  hours  they  appeared  dead,  HMrf  **■#>  : 
being  retracted,  and  they  exhibited  no  ale)**  «jf :  movt> 
ment.    After  naving  washed  them  welt  in  warm  water,  • 
they  were  Tntrodaced  into  the  subcutaneous  cettuier 
tissue  of  the  thigh  of  a  kitten1;  eight  daya-  afterwards  ' 
the  wound   had  *  cicatrized.     He  "next '  took  -  souse 
ecfiinococci,  which  had  been  immersed'tu  gastric juice, 
diluted  with  half  the  Quantity  bf  'milk  or  water;  ntniV 
inoculated  a young  dog'by  ah incision  1*  titeandejmdav 
reaching  to  Hfe  peritoneum,  tout  without  opening  the 
latter,  neon  which  he  pmced  rwaof  the  parattten^'aja*  • 
wound  was  accurately  closed  by  suture,  and  at  the  end 
of  three  weeks  he  found  a  cellular  and  highly  vascular 
cavity,  containing  a  yellowish  seroeit?;  in*  which  weft) 
two  echinococci,'  remarkably  modfoedin  form.     They* 
were  transformed  Into  Vesicles,  cohered  upon  their  - 
external'  surface  with  a  number  of  gemmates  end 
jaemted  cells,  supported  by  p^dftelea:    Exatnhsett  ande* 
die  microscope,  these  cefis,  upon  being  credhed» gave 
exit  to  a  multitude  Of  other  small  calls,  similar  te>' 
those  found  in  the  body  of  the  acephalocyats,  and  which' 
represented  the  ovules.    The  hydatids  being  opetf, 
exhibited  upon  their  internal  surface  a  itOI  greater 
|umber  of  gemmales,  j^iCutatedceQs,  and  other  aetla,  . 
floating  freely  m  the  l»^uW.  ^  "    "*  «  -  K  - 

'  From  an  extensr¥e  serial  of  »aetiiuasitn>  fresmea* 
Klencke deduce*  the  foUovringe<maiuSkme>~lst.Thet 


there  exhrtwrf  in  both  the  puppies,  and  in  one  of  the  {^  all  hydatids  we  observe  a  Cyasiparous  and  oviparous 

reproduction.— 2nd.  tna't  there  are  false  hydatids* 
which  propagate  by  blastoderm  (blastidie.)— 3rd.  That 
all  hydatids  are  transmitted  from  one  organism  to' 
another,  and 'being;  found  in  our  wuid  ailments,  and  fas' 
the  flesh  of  animals,  can  be  tr^mi**&tyiBt*6*dm<Tr~ 
ifb.  That  the  acephalocyst*  are  not  d^adiict  front  the 
pchinoeocd,  but  merely  the  ova  of  the  .latter,  wink: 
b*  without  the  parent  cysfc~5th.  That  whatever  be  the . 
way  by  which  they  have  entered  the  animal  system, 
hydatids  can  be  conveyed  by  the'  current   of   the 
circulation. — 6th.  That  certain  agents  in  the  organism 
knd  medical  substances  have  the  power  of'  destroying 
jthcnl.— Gbrcff* Mediate:  AmaU  0/  Natural  History. 


PECULIAR  FORM   OF  PARALY8I6. 

The  form  of  paralysis  here  alluded  to  is  known  ny 
{the  name  of  "drop-hand,"  and  has  been  described  by 
tor.  William  P.  Buel,  in  the  New  York  Journal  of" 
JMedicine.  It  effects  the  nerves  and  muscles  of  the' 
ftre-arm,  the  hand,  the  thumb,  and  the  fingers  j  pro* 
tducing  loss  of  sensation,  partial  or  complete,  from  the' 
jbend  of  the  elbow  to  the  tips  of  the  fingers.  The 
tmotipns  of  the  fore-arm  upon  the  arm,  depending 
{entirely  upon  muscles-  seated  above  the  elbow,  are  not 
impaired.  The  muscles  which  move  the  hand',  the 
fingers,  and  the  tbnmb,  and  which  perform  the  various 
motions  of  flexion  and  extension,  pronation  and 
supination,  abduction  and  adduction,  are  paralysed4.' 
The  hand  drops  helplessly  when  the  fore-arm  Is 
extended,  and  turned  in  the  direction  of  pronation. 
'Hie  power  of  grasping  between  the  thumb  and  fingers 
is,  in  many  cases,  entirely  lost ;  as  also  tnat  of  closing1 
tta fingers  upon  tfej»ty%    ^  fo  0^  caaas  of  e*f*« 
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lysis,   the  flexors   predominate  over  the  antagonist 


muscle*  of  extension,  and  the  fingers  are  io  a  state ,  unaccompanied  by  constipation  of  the  bowels.    3rdrjr. 
of  semi-flexion.    Tbe   loss  of  sensation,  somewhat    "* 
enfeebled  at  tbe  upper  part  of  tbe  fore-arm,  is  increas- 
ingly so  sa  we  pass  downwards,  until  we  reach  tbe 
fingers*  where  it  is  often  complete. 

The  ulnar  nerve,  from  its  being  exposed  at  tbe  point 
where  it  passes  round  tbe  condyle  of  tbe  humerus, 
being  more  subject  to  tbe  cause  of  tbe  affection  tban 
the  radial*  those  psrts  of  the  fore-arm  and  hand 
receiving  their  nerrous  supply  from  it,  are  generally 
meet  affected,  sometimes  exclusively  so.  One  branch 
of  the  ulnar  nerve,  is  distributed  over  tbe  back  of  the 
hand,  to  its  ulnar  edge,  and  to  tbe  little  and  ring 
fingers,  and  the  loss  of  sensation  in  these  parts  is « 
complete,  they  being  numb  and  powerless,  while  the 
middle  sad  fore-fingers  and  the  thumb  retain  the  power9 
of  motion  and  sensation. 

Tbe  cause  of  the  affection  appeared  to  Dr.  BueJ,  in 
all  the  cases  met  with  by  him,  to  be  the  long  continued 
pressure  of  tbe  weight  of  tbe  body  upon  the  nerves  of 
the  fore-arm  in  sleep.    The  subjects  of  these  affections 


shape  or  form.     2ndly.  Because  the  affection   wit 


f ose-avm  and  hand  numb  end  powerless  in  tbe  manner 
abwue  dascsibsd. 

.They  had  no  doubt  gone  to  sleep  with  the  fore-arm 
wider  tbe  body,  and  remaining  in  that  condition  for 
nafiinl  hours,  •  paralysis,  the  usual  consequence  of 
continued  pressure  upon  nerves,  is  the  result  These 
isssouuusiiaii  tnhard  ■working  people,,  whose  slumbers 
eJasrtbelefcours  of  thc.4ay.are  deep  and  heavy.  In 
estsnees,  it.  was  suspected  that  some  extra, 
I  had  been  produced  by  libations  of  beer  and 
.  The  Uceatasent  which  Dr.  Buel  found  success- 
ful in  these  oases  was  the  application  of  moxas  along 
the  palmar  surface  of  the  fore-arm,  and  this,  after 
stimulating  frictions  along  the  track  of  the  nerves 
and  blisters,  had  proved  unavailing.  From  two  to 
three  mesas,  successively  applied,  were  found  suffi- 
cient, and  the  cure  was  generally  complete  in  from 
three  to  four  weeks.  Tbe  form  of  moxa  made  use  of 
was  that  of  "  small  bits  of  gum  camphor."  Electro* 
puncture  is  said  to  be  employed  in  the  New  York 
Hospital  in  this  affection  with  equal  success. 
.  From  the  striking  analogy  of  Dr.  Buel's  cases,  with 
certain  symptoms  resulting  from  exposure,  to  some 
of  tbe  preparations  of  lead,  the  Editor  of  the  New 
York  Journal,  Dr.  Samuel  Forry,  was  induced  to 
solicit  further  informstion.  Dr.  Buel,  in  reply,  states 
that  in  the  apparently  similar  cases  arising  from  lead, 
constipation  of  tbe  bowels  is  the  marketPend  prominent 
symptom,  to  which  the  attention,  of  the  practitioner 
would  primarily  be  directed,  while  the  cases  which  be 
describes  were  unattended  by  constipation,  or  indeed 
any  other  disturbance  in  the  general  functions  of 
the  system ;  the  patient  declaring  themselves  to 
be  in  their  ususl  health,  with  the  exception  of  the 
paralysis  of  the  hand  and  fore-arm.  In  the  cases 
to  which  he  alludes  also,  the  attack  was  sudden, 
the  patients  in  every  instance  having  retired  to  rest  in 
their  usual  health,  and  waking  with  the  fore-arm  and 
hand  paralysed.  He  thinks,  then,  it  is  firfrly  to  he 
inferred  that  these  cases  were  not  the  effect  of  lead. 
1st.  Because  on  diligent  inquiry,  he  could  not  ascer- 
tain that  there  %&&  oeen  jtoy  exposure  to  lead  in  any 


Because  the  attack  was  sudden,  and  not  gcsxtaeL,  as  wo 
should  expect  from  tbe  gradual  introduction  of  lead 
into  the  system,  4thly.  Because  in  all  the  issuances, 
the  affection  was  removed  by  the  application  of  a 
remedy  purely  local;  e  result  certainly  not  to.be 
expected,  supposing  it  to  have  been  produced  by  a 
cause  operating  on  the  whole  system,  as  the  poison  of 
lead.— Ntw  York  Joumcl  of  Medicine. 

PALPITATION  OP  THE   HlAXT. 

In  a  clinical  lecture  upon  disease  of  tbe  .heart, 
delivered  by  Dr.  Q.  B.  Bellingham,  at  St.  Vincent's 
Hospital,  the  following  summary  of  the  diagnostic 
signs  of  palpitation,  the  result  of  organic  and  inorganic 
causes,  is  given : — 

Cardiac  Disss**.— 1.  Palpitation  constant,  though 
more  marked  at  one  period  than  at  another:  sometimes 
occurring  in  paroxysms  of  extreme  severity. 

2.  Impulse  usually  stronger  than  natural,  sometimes 
remarkably  increased,  (in  a  few   cases  diminished,) 


teH  you  they  went  to  bed  at  night  as  well  at  ususl  u  .      ,r    ^      .         \.  t  ; 

asm  when  they  awoke  in  the  morning  they  found  the'  «*™»**T  *«*™ff  ™*  prolonged,  or  abrupt  and 


Jogging,  or  double. 

3.  Percussion  elicits  a  doll  sound  over  an  increased 
.  extent  of  surface  in  the  precordial  region,  and  the 

degree  of  dulness  is  greater  than  natural. 

4.  Palpitation  often  accompanied  by  auscultatory 
signs  of  diseased  valves. 

5.  Action  of  the  heart,  regular,  irregular,  or  inter- 
mittent, seldom  much  quicker  then  natural. 

6.  Palpitation  often  less  distressing  to  the  patient, 
and  less  complained  of  than  that  which  accompanies 
inorganic  affections;  but  occasionally  attended  by 
severe  pain,  extending  to  the  left  shoulder  and  arm, 
constituting  what  is  termed  angina  pectoris, 

7.  More  common  in  tbe  male  than  in  the  female,  and 
in  tbe  adult  than  about  puberty. 

8.  Lips  and  cheeka  often  livid ;  countenance  bloated  ; 
anasarca  of  lower  extremities  common. 

t  a.  Palpitation  increased  by  exercise,  by  stimulants, 
and  tobies,  Ac.  j  relieved  by  rest,  and  frequently  also 
by  local  or  general  bleeding,  the  antiphlogistic 
regimen,  ftc. 

Inorganic  Affection*.— 1.  Patpitstion  not  constant, 
having  perfect  intermissions. 

2.  Impulse  not  increased,  neither  heaving  nor  pro* 
longed ;  often  abrupt,  knocking,  and  circumscribed, 
and  accompanied  by  a  fluttering  sensation  in  tbe  epi- 
gastrium or  precordial  region. 

3.  The  extent  of  surfsce  in  the  region  of  the  heart, 
which  yields  naturally  a  dull  sound  on  percussion,  not 
increased. 

4.  Auscultatory  signs  of  diseased  valves,  absent; 
sounds  of  heart,  particularly  thefirat  sound,  shorter  and 
louder  tban  natural.  Bruit  de  aoufflet  often  present 
in  the  targe  arteries,  and  -continuous  murmur  uvi)w 
jugular  veins. 

3.  Rythmof  heart  usually  regular  t  iU  action  gene* 
rally  more  rapid  than  natural. 

6.  Palpitation  more  readily  induced  by  mental  or 
moral  causes,  and  usually'  more  distressing  to  the 
pitfent  than  when  tffepetnttnt;  upon  cardHe 
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L  by  pain  nthft  left  aide,  but  neve/. 
by  symptoms  of  angina  pectoris. 

7.  More  common  in  the  female  tbaa  in  the  mail, 
and  about  puberty  than  at  any  other  period. 

8.  Lips  and  cheeks  never  livid;  countenance 
usually  pale,  often  chlorotic ;  venous  congestion  and 
anasarca  absent ;  the  Later,  in  a  slight  degree,  sosee- 
timea  observed  in  extreme  esses. 

9.  Palpitation  increased  by  sedentary  occupations, 
by  local  or  general  bleeding,  &c. ;  reliered  by  mode- 
rate exercise,  and  by  stimulants  or  tonics,  particularly 
the  preparations  of  iron.— Dublin  Medical  Prm. 

iNvsasiON  or  the  utsuus. 

The  following  conclusions  are  deduced  by  Mr.  T. ' 
H .  Barker,  of  Bedford,  from  a  case  of  this  affection 
which  be  has  published  in  the  Jfadieaf  4?a*PfJ»f~  1. 
That  inrersion  of  the  uterus  may  occur  spontaneously, 
and  without  that  degree  of  force  which  has  bueu  too 
geMimll/ref>rcM  as  almost  the  only  cause.— J*  That 
certain  circumstances,  capable  of  producing  relaxation 
or  irregular  contraction. of  the  uterus,  are  therefore, * 
in  ever}*  case,  to  be  guarded  against.— 3.  That  inrersion 
of  the  uterus  may  he  accompanied  with  profuse* 
hannorrhagev— 4.  lust  in  all  cases  of  bamorrhagu 
fallowing  Che  expulsion  of  .the  placenta,  it  should  be 
the  first  duty  .of  top  practitioner  to  sscertajn  if  it  pro-j, 
ceed  frpm.  displacement  of  the  uterus.— 5.  That  re- 
inrersioo  of  the  uterus  should  be  attempted  as  speedily 
ss  possiblo  after  the  discovery  of  the  accident ;  but  that, 
the  practitioner  should  not  be  deterred  from  the, 
attempt  even  after  a  considerable  period  has  elapsed.— | 
6.  That  in  cases  were  the  placenta  is  still  adherent,, 
that  body  should  be  first  removed.— 7.  That  the  mode 
of  reduction  likely  to  be  most  efficient,  is  by  grasping 
the  tumor  in '  the  Band,  and  exerting  'some  degree  of 
pressure  upon  it,  after  the  manner  of  reducing  a 
strangulated  hernia.— MeaHeal  Gazette. 
.    MotfantosiTT. 

A  foetus  born  at  the  eighth  mouth  of  pregnancy, 
which  showed  some  very  extraordinary  specimens  of 
malformation,  was  exhibited  by  Dr.  Mitchell  at  a! 
recent  meeting  ot  the  Surgical  Society  of  Ireland.  From 
arrest  of  development,  almost  the  wbole-of  the  sbdoi 
nueal  viscera,  including  the  testes,  ware  lying  on  the 
anterior  wall  of  the  abdomen,  and  the  denned  line  of 
the  integuments  could  be  seen  st  the  point  of  protru- 
sion, the  serous  covering  of  the  viscera  appearing  to 
be  continuous  with  the  surrounding  skin ;  the  hearf 
was  lying  outside  the  cavity  of  the 'thorax,  and  its 
pulsations  could  be  seen  and  felt  distinctly  while  tfie 
child  lived,  which  it  continued  to  do  for  an  hour  and 
fifty  minutes  sifter  birth.  The  action  of  the  heart 
being  visible,  was,  be  (Or.  M.)  thought,  a  matter  of 
considerable  physiological  interest,  as  it  would  appear 
satisfactorily  to  disprove  the  old  opinion  of  the  heart's 
impulse  being  caused  by  the  tilting  forward  of  its 
apex,  and  to  confirm'  strongly  the  view  which  he 
believed  was  put  forward  by  Dr.  tomaun— uameljv 
tits*  the  impulse  was  caused  by  the  shortening  of  the 
muscular  fibres  of  the  hesrt  and  consequent  increase 
of  its  transverse  diameter.  The  left  arm  and  head 
weir  considerably  deformed,  and,  from  presentaaf 
earing  labour,  caused  a  good  deal  of  difficulty  in  the 
disannuls.  The  left  lung  was  atrophied,  and  respire* 
Hon  carried  on  entirely  by  the  right  lung,  which  was 


abnormally  developed.  The,  contractions  of  the  heart 
at  birth  were  twenty-seven  in  a  minute,  so  long 'as*  the 
cord  was  attached ;  immediately  'after'  Its  separation 
they  fell  to  twenty,  and  just  before  death,  came  down 
to  seventeen.  The  respirations  were  all  through  diily 
three  in  a  minute,  and  not  performed  as  if  by  the  usual 
effort,  but  by  convulsive  jerks.  The  viscera  were*  in 
general  perfect,  but  the  colon,  from  itscommencecneut 
to  the  sigmoid  flexure,  presented  none  of  its  mural 
appearances,  not  being  thicker  than  a  crow  qnftL/aatd 
without  any  appearance  of  transverse  bands.  3Hm 
cerebrum  and  cerebellum  were  perfectly  developed, 
completely  filling  the  cranial  cavity,  and  no  fluid  being 
present ;  the  corpora  striata  and  optic  thalamt  of  both 
sides  were  perfectly  normal.  The  pelvic  viscera  were 
in  their  natural  position,  with  the  bladder  of  enormous 
size  and  much  distended,  occupying  the  entire  cavity 
of  the  pelvis.  There  was  but  one  umbilical  artery 
and  vein,  the  former  of  large  size  and  runningoblftiuely 
from  left  to  right  to  enter  the  cord.— Dublin  MeMHl 
Prees. 

rasniKG  StfPHON. 
Mr.  Rotch,  at  a  meeting  of  (he  Society  of  Arts,  bald 
on  the  6th  of  March,  exhibited  and  explained -a  glass 
feeding  syphon  for  sick  rooms,  by  means  of  whisk  the 
patient  may  be  fed  whilst  lying  in  any  position,  ^he 
upper  limb  of  the  syphon-  is  placed  in  a  tumbler 
or  other  vessel,  from  which  the  liquid  feud  is  lay  be 
drawn  by  the  patient  who  has  the  lower  end  a*  his 
mouth  ;  the  upper  Kmb  is  extended  above  the  bend  of 
the  syphon,  and  is  open  at  top ;  so  that  tim  attendant 
can,  by  placing  bis  finger  close  to  the  aperture,  ajflher 
allow  the  supply  to  be  continued  or  cat  off,  at  pleasure, 
without  hastily  removing  the  syphon  from  the  i 
of  the  sick  person.— Literary  Gazette. 


VACCINATION  UNDER  THE  POOR-LAW  ACT. 

TOTHB   BD1TOB  OFTHX  PROVINCIAL   MEDICAL  AJfD 
SU AG IC A L  JOURNAL. 

'    Sin, 

For  the  information  of  those  gentlemen  whose 
names  are  affixed  to  a  letter,  which  appeared  in  last 
week's  Journal,  on  the  subject  of  "  contracts  for  vac* 
cination  under  the  Poor-Law  Act,"  I  beg  to  atate  that 
I  held  an  appointment  to  an  extensive  and  populous 
district  of  the  Foote  Union,  during  the  year  184Q,  when 
a  separate  contract  for  vaccination  was  proposed  by 
the  Commissioners ;  I  accepted  it  at  the  rate  fixed  on 
by  the  Guardians,  which  was  Is.  6d.  per  head,  being 
distinctly  inPsrmed  at  the  time  that  that  was  the 
maximum  sum  that  would  be  given.  As  vaccination 
bad  been  very  much  out  of  fashion  in  the  district, 
partly  fern  ewjtinatfcy  to  it,  and  partly  from  neglect,  I 
ascertained  there  were  n  great  number  on  whom  it  had 
never- been  performed;  I,  therefore,  thought  that, 
although  the  sum  was  small  for  each  individual  case, 
the  number  would  in  some  measure  compensate  me 
for  the  trouble.    I  vaccinated  upwards  of  500. 

•The  other  gentleniau,  who  attended  the  In-district  of 
the  Union,  also  vaccinated  on  the  same  terms,  and  it 
is  the  sum  which  has  been  invariably  given  to  all  the 
medical  men  who  have  subsequently  attended  the 
Union.  'T 

I  anvSir>  yours  otediently,      >5  L< 
JOHN  WICKENS  WEST,  M.R.C.S  *c 

Poole,  May  10, 1844. 
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^hctbditiob*. 


ADMISSION  TO  THE  fBLLOW3HIP, 
It  b  eahTto  be  the  ptopoee  ef  the  Council  of  tl 

jJ^^"^? V^^^^^,»e»  charter; 

»  V^&fP  **  ty*  <*  *«  ftllowihtp  *U  j|e  members 

„  A,  curtain,  standing,  who  do.  not  nreejkce  at  once 
•■W^  «ad  trade  a«  chemists  and  druggists;  an)l 
to  confer  the  same  honour  upon  granger  member*, 
aither  on  the  recommendation  of  three  of  the  present 

rW&^f^ovn,  or  on.  their  giving  proof  of  tbejr 
WP^ieta  by  .undergoing  the  prescribed  ^fmimtiiju 
*-Midical  Gazette. 


STATEMENT 


QF  THE  SOCIETY 
APOTHECARIES. 


OF 


tO  TBI  IDXTOB-OF  TRB  .FftOVUICIAL  MBDICAL  A*», 

-•-j.,  susaicai.  jouftNAi*  i 

.    jSftk,. 

•1  have  read  with  attention  the  statement  of  tfta 

-Society  ef  ApeJheearlea on  the  subject  of  their  mtinf- 

nfctratfcn  of  the  Act  of  1815;  end  have  learned  «itk 

much  surprise  and  concern,  that  Government  hat  nkt 

communicated  with  that   Society  on  the  projected 

measure  of  Medical  Reform. 

'  Most  of  your  readers   are  aware  that  the  Home 

Secretary  has  declined  repeated  overtures  for  an  inter-* 

Hew  on  the  fait  of  dMferent  bodies  of  the  medical 

profession,    tinder  tfiese  *  circumstances,  therefore,  I 

cannot  but  think  there'  i*  ground  to  apprehend  that  the 

Bill   wQl    operate  unfavourably  to  the  welfare   of 

the  i^wrd  praeUtawer  j ,  ami  thj*  apprehension-  & 

.  .strengthened ,  by  reports  in  circulation  as  to   the 

features  of  the  measure.    lam,  therefore,  desirous  to 

express,  through  the  medium  of  your  journal,  n}y 

v  obligations  to  the  Society  of  Apothecaries  for  their 

.,  statement,  an4  my  earnest  hope  that  the  profession 

.  „  fill  co-operate  with  fjhem,  for  lf»e  purpose  of  counted 

.    acting  any  part  of  the  Bill  which  may  tend  to  Met 

i>  .jjnjuriously  on  the  interests  of  general  practitioners,  of 

which  I  believe  the  Society  ,to  have   been  faithful 

guardians,  so  far  as  their  power  has  extended. 

k>  u  %  am  also  anxious  to  bespeak  the  immediatt  atten< 

.tjonof  say  medical  brethren  to  the  Bill,  whenever,  i^ 

t;msy,appear,  m.  order  that  they  majfe^>c  prepared  to 

.,, jnjna  with  the  Society  of  Apothecaries,  in  resMesjq 

{he  introduction  of  any  clauses  which  may  be  obnox- 

.  fAou*to  4h*aeue*  bon>  <K  »ed|eal  psactitionera;  and 

|inrU>uUrly  in  toqmg  ik*  eeWion  ewe?  *x*mmti<m 

-tf  tm*r*l  #r*Ctiti<m*rt  *»der  the  control  e/  tAtirewn 

*wis*>« 

I  remain.  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servant* 

A  PROVINCIAL. 
May  18, 1844. 


SYDENHAM  SOCIETY. 
At  the  anniversary  meeting  of  this  Society,  held  on 
the  1st  instant,  Sir  James  Clarke,  Bartl,  in  the  chair, 
Dr.  Paris  was  elected  President  in  the  room  of  the  late 
Sir  Henry  Halford ;  Dr.  Babington  and  Dr.  Itisdon 
Bennett  were  respectively  re-elected  Treasurer  and 
Secretary.  In  addition  to  the  work  of  Hecker,  on  die 
Epidemics  of  the  Middle  Ages,  already  issued,  the 
members  will  receive  Louis  on  Phthisis,  and  a  new 
edition  of  the  works  of  Sydenham,  by  Dr.  Greenbttl, 
of  Oxford.  The  works  announced  as  being  ra-  £reaa» 
ration  for  the  current  year,  are  Schwann  on  the 
Microscopic  Identity  of  the  Structure  of  Plants  and 
Animals;  Hesse's  Mbnbid  Anatomy  of  the  Thoracic 
Viscera;  the  works  of  Heweon,  and  the  works  of 
Paulas  JEgineta.  The  number  of  members  now 
amounts  to  upwards  of  1700. 

,  *  ,      ...  ,..',_£=:  ; 

METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAL  FOR  MARCH, 

1844. 

Kept  at  SIdmouth, 

By  W.  H.  Cullxn,  MJ),  4tfnoxoN.  , 

Mean  of  External  Thermometer  at  9  am.    45.47 

f.m.    4*43 

.....    r   the  Maxima,    .   v.    .    42fcit 
.*.,...     ilinfma,    ....  '36.06 
,  Mean  daily  range.    12.96 
Extreme  highest  on  the  31st    •    •    ,    •    «    57. 

•  .       lowest,  21st 28.^0 

Extreme  range.    28.50 
Mean  Dewpolnt  at  9  am.        ....    4tf.40 

p.m.    .    .    .    .    .    37.69 

Mean  of  Barometer  at  9  a.h.  .    •  ••    •    .  :  29*612 

•  ••••-•      «     p.m.    .    •    .    •    .    29.075 
Extreme  highest  on  the  29th 30.500 

•  •       lowest  on  the  4th       .    .    .    .    .    29.332 

Extreme  range.    1.168 
Number  of  days  tine*     .......    10 

.    .    .    ,     on  which  any  rain  fell      •    16 
Quantity  of  rain  in  inches 4.51 


tn  the  report  of  the  Sheffield  Medical  Society,  in  the 
last  nunbfer,  p.  90*  Hues  24  and  25  of  the  second 
column,  instead  of  U  dilute  tuJphutic  acid,"  read,  a 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OP  SURGEONS. 
Gentlemen  admitted  Members  on  Friday,  May  17, 
1844  j— W.  R.  Stuart;  W.  T.  Hardern ;  W.  Cumming, 
:  W..  WallfoW-  B.  T.  Lowne;  W.  H.  Thoreau ;  F.  *. 
Lilley ;  T.  P.  Powell  j  H.  M.  Gruggen ;  J.  BomfonL 


,v     ;  %>       HWPh'AL  APPOINTMfi^TS. 

Dr.  C^oolden  and  Dr.  Risden  Bennett  were  last  week 
elected  Assistant  Physicians  to  St.  Thomas's  HospitaL 

Mr.  Easson  has  recently  been  elected  Surgeon  to  the 
Metropolitan  Free  HospUaL 


: 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Communications  have  been  received  from  Mr.  J.  Law, 
Dr.  North  Arnold,  Dr.  Bell  Flctche^  and  Dr.  Cullen, 
The  letter  from  Leeds,  signed  -  Iiioju>itor,M  came  too 

late  for  insertion  in  the  present  number. 
"  Sanguine"  will  find  the  Wormation  he  wjbhea>Jbr 
.  respecting  the  ncoceadinganf  the  Sjateham  Society, 
above.' 


PROVINCIAL 

MEDICAL  &  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


REPORT  OF  SURGICAL  CASES  OCCURRING 
IN  THE  CHELTENHAM  HOSPITAL,  FROM 
1830  to  1840. 

By  Clement  James  Hawkins,  Esq.,  Surgeon  to  the 
Dispensary  Department  of  the  Hospital. 

The  Institution  in  which  the  following  eases 
occurred,  consisted  of  a  Dispensary  to  which  a 
Casualty  Hospital  was  attached,  for  the  reception  of 
accidents  and  cases  for  surgical  operation,  and 
occasionally  urgent  cases,  both  Medical  and  Surgi- 
cal, were  admitted,  the  nature  of  wbich  prevented 
their  being  properly  treated  at  their  own  houses. 

In  the  year  1839  the  establishment  was  con- 
verted into  a  General  Hospital  and  Dispensary. 
The  Medical  Staff  at  present  consists  of  two  phy- 
sicians and  two  surgeons  for  the  Hospital,  and  three 
surgeons  and  three  physicians  for  the  Dispensary; 
and  a  house  surgeon  and  apothecary. 

The  cases  were,  for  the  most  part,  witnessed  by 
myself  during  the  time  I  was  a  pupil,  and  since  I 
have  settled  in  the  town,  many  were  treated  by 
myself,  under  the  direction  of  the  surgeons  of  the 
establishment,  to  whom  I  gladly  avail  myself  of  an 
opportunity  of  publicly  acknowledging  many  per- 
sonal acts  of  kindness,  both  in  professional  and 
private  life. 


PRIMARY   AMPUTATIONS. 

Arm 
Fore-arm 
Shoulder  joint 
Thigh 

Cases. 
3 
2 

1 
6 

Cured. 
3 
2 
1 

4 

Died 
0 
0 
0 
2 

12 

10 

2 

SECONDARY  AMPUTATIONS. 

Arm 

Fore-arm 
Shoulder  joint 
Thigh 
Leg 

1 
0 
1 
6 

7 

1 
0 
0 
5 

7 

0 
0 

1 
1 
0 

15  13  2 

I  shall  first  notice  the  cases  of  amputation,  27  in 
number,  of  which  12  were  primary,  i.e.,  performed 
within  twenty-four  hours  after  the  receipt  of  the 
injury,  and  15  were  secondary.  Of  the  primary,  two, 
and  of  the  secondary,  also,  two  were  attended  by  a 
fetal  result.  In  the  two  first  mentioned,  the  operation 
was  performed  for  severe  compound  fractures  of  the 
leg.  In  the  one  instance,  the  fracture  was  compli- 
Ko.  9,  M»y  29,  1844, 


cated  with  a  wound  of  the  knee  joint,  and  with  lacer- 
ation of  the  popliteal  artery.  The  man  was  found 
lying  in  the  road  immersul  in  snow,  and  was  admit- 
ted in  an  almost  dying  state ;  reaction  ensued  in  a  few 
hours,  and  the  haemorrhage  returned ;  the  thigh  was 
amputated,  and  very  little  bleeding  took  place  during 
tile  operation,  but  the  patient  died  soon  after  he 
was  removed  from  the  table,  from  the  combined 
effects  of  loss  of  blood  and  shock  to  the  nervous 
system.  In  the  second  instance,  the  limb  was 
crushed  by  a  heavy  load  of  earth  felling  on  it ;  the 
patient,  a  labourer  on  the  Gloucester  and  Birming- 
ham railroad,  was  admitted  in  a  very  exhausted 
state;  amputation  of  the  thigh  was  performed,  but 
he  died  fourteen  hours  after  the  operation. 

In  one  of  the  successful  cases  the  operation  was 
do** under  Very  unfavourable  circumstances;  the 
nature  of  the  injury  was  very  severe,  viz.,  com- 
pound fracture  of  the  thigh,  with  laceration  of  the 
knee  joint,  and  popliteal  artery.  The  limb  was 
removed  very  high  up;  secondary  haemorrhage 
followed,  but  the  man  eventually  did  well.  (See 
case.) 

The  operation  at  the  shoulder  joint  was  performed 
for  a  very  severe  compound  fracture  of  the  whole 
limb,  occasioned  by  a  heavy  load  of  stone  felling  on 
it.    (See  case.) 

With  regard  to  the  secondary  amputations,  the 
parts  removed  are  mentioned  in  the  accompanying 
table.  The  limb  in  the  first  case  was  removed 
near  the  shoulder  joint,  for  fungus  bssmatodes.  The 
subject  was  a  lad,  aged  18;  the  operation  was 
successful ;  but  he  eventually  died  of  pectoral 
disease,  the  exact  nature  of  which  was  not  ascer- 
tained. 

The  case  in  which  the  arm  was  removed  at  the 
shoulder  joint  was  one  of  a  very  formidable 
character.  The  unfortunate  patient  was  admitted 
from  the  railroad  works,  having  sustained  some 
very  severe  injuries ;  among  which  was  a  very  bad 
compound  fracture  of  the  humerus,  which,  at  first, 
promised  to  prove  directly  fatal.  Contrary  to  all 
expectation  be  rallied,  and  in  consultation  it  was 
determined  to  give  him  the  chance  of  the  operation  ; 
this  was  done  three  days  after  bis  admission  ;  it 
terminated  unsuccessfully  twenty  hours  afterwards. 
Dissection  discovered  extensive  internal  injury. 

Tiie  operations  above  the  knee  were  performed 
Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


Ill 


CHELTENHAM  HOSPITAL  REPORT. 
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for  damseof  the  knee  jutatr  with  one  exception, 
wbjefe  was  fi>rabsoea*  of  tta  tibia.  (Spina  ventesa  of 
the  okUMthopi :  see  ease.)  ;The  ages  of  the  patient* 
wetelG,WfcQ0, 5%  1£>  14 ;  of  these  cases  one  proved 
fatal- 

The  limb  waa  removed  below  the  knee  in 
seven  msteaeee;  in  three,  fur  long  standing  ulcera- 
tion of  fee  leg,  accompanied  with  disease  of  the 
bones  in  oneibr  scrofulous  disease  of  the  Jarsns ; 
in  one  for  an  old.  accident,  compound  dislocation 
end.  fracture  at  the  ancle  joint  \  in  one  for  gangrene, 
the  result  of  cold ;  in  one  for  traumatic  gangrene. 
In  the  last  ease  the  operation  was  performed  when 
the  gangrene  was  spreading.  (See  case.)  All  were 
successful. 

The  circular  method  was  adopted,  excepting  in 
five  instances— namely »  in  the  two  cases  at  the 
shoulder  joint,  and  in  three  in  which  the  limbs  were 


V 


removed  above  the  knee,  where  the  lateral  double- : 
flap  was  substituted.  Secondary  hasmorrhege  took 
place  in  seven  instances.  In  one  it  proceeded  from. 
the  medullary  cavity  of  the  femur,  and  was  arrested 
with  difficulty.  The  femoral  vein  was  tied  in  two 
instances,  and  in  one  of  the  amputations  below  the 
knee  four  veins  were  secured  by  ligature,  withoat 
any  bad  consequences  ensuing. 

The  time  occupied  in  healing  the  stumps  was- 
frpm  three  to  six  weeks,  excepting  in  two  instances, 
itt  which  took  a  much  longer  time. 
"  It  was  in  the  early  cases  that  secondary  hsemor* 
rhage  occurred.  In  these  the  stump  was  usually 
dressed  before  the  patient  was  removed  from  the  * 
operating  table.  Subsequently  a  different  mode  was 
adopted  with  the  best  results :  this  consisted  in> 
leaving  the  stump  lightly  covered  some  hoars 
after  the  operation. 


No. 

Nnne. 

Age. 

Case. 

Part  removed. 

Result. 

1 

Charles  Linebmin 

10 

Disease  v(  the  knee 

Thigh 

Cured 

2 

William  Tinder 

46 

Compound  fracture 

Arm 

Cured 

3 

Mary  Page 

44 

Disease  of  the  leg 

W 

Cured 

4 

Maria  Amott 

59 

Abscess  of  tibia 

Thigh 

Cured 

5 

Robert  Gibbs 

43 

Compound  fracture  ) 
and  necrosis         J 

w 

Cured 

6 

John  Charley 

18 

Gun-shot  wound 

Arm 

Cured 

7 

Maria  Gingle 
Anthony  Mnstoe 

36 

Ulcer,  Ac. 

W 

Cured 

9 

45 

Necrosis 

Leg 

Cured 

9 

Ana  Path 

23 

JMSJjse  «£  tarsus 

W 

Cured 

10 

John  Harris 

23 

Gun-shot  wound 

Forearm 

Cured 

11 

Ann  Page 
Charles  Barton 

52 

Disease  of  the  knee 

Thigh 

Cured 

12 

9 

Disease  of  the  knee 

Thigh 

Cured 

13 

Harriet  WooUbrd 

22 

Gangrene 

Thigh 

Cured 

14 

GeeageTadv 

Ann  Bullock 

18 

Fungus  hssmatodes 

Arm 

Cured 

15 

55 

Gun-shot  wound 

Arm 

Cured 

16 

Charlotte  Morgan 

15 

Disease  of  the  knee 

Thigh 

Cured 

17 

Thomas  Dyer 

10 

Compound  fracture 

Forearm 

Cured 

18 

Richard  Greening 

14 

Disease  of  the  knee 

Thigh 

Cured 

19 

Frederick  Teale 

20 

Compound  fracture 

Thigh 

Cured 

20 

James  Tanner 

36 

Compound  fracture 

Thigh 

Cured 

21 

Thoina*  Turner 

29 

Disease  of  the  knee 
Lacerated  wounds  ) 

Thigh 

Died 

22 

William  Field 

25 

followed  by  trau-  > 
niatic  gangrene     3 

Leg 

Cured 

23 

William  Hawker 

50 

Compound  fracture 

Thigh 

Died 

24 

Geonre  Cooke 

12 

Compound  fracture 

Shoulder  joint 

Cured 

25 

Job  Humpbris 

29 

Compound  fracture 

Thigh 

Died 

26 

Thomas  Lear}* 

24 

Compound  fracture 

Shoulder  joint 

Died 

27 

William  Browning 

20 

Compound  fracture 

Thigh 

Cured 

It  appears  from  the  above  statement,  that  of 
twenty-seven  capital  amputations,  four  only  termi- 
nated fatally.  1  am  quite  aware  of  the  absurdity 
of  drawing  condnsjpns  from  a  small  number  of 
oases*.,  and  I  am  sorry  to  add,  that  if  my  report 
extended  over  a  space  of  tifteeo  instead  of  ten  years, 
the  average  amount  of  success  would  be  materially 
.  Dr.  Peacock,  in  the  second  series  of 
[table* of  the  Edinburgh  Royal  Infirmary, 
writes  thus,;—"  The .striking. Fallacy  of  deductions 
as  to  the  mortality  of  operations,  founded  oo  a 
short  ^period,  of ; observation  is  well  shown  by  the 
comparison  of  tfof  Uat  two  tables  with  those  given 
in  anrejQedinjgjreno^for  it  appears,  that  of  sixteen 
amputations  performed  during  the  last  nine  months, 
eleven  were  cured  and  live  died;  whereas,  out  of 


seventy- two  cases,  the  number  which  occurred 
during  four  years,  thirty-seven'  were  cured  and 
thirty-five  died.* 

The  two  cases  of  injury  of  the  abdomen  were 
both  of  a  severe  character,  presenting  well-marked 
symptoms  of  rupture  of  a  viscus,  accompanied  bj 
internal  haemorrhage.  One  recovered  after  several 
days*  of  intense  suffering,  constant  vomiting,  and 
other  signs  indicating  a  speedy  dissolution.  The 
treatment  consisted  in  giving  brandy  and  ammonia, 
to  sustain  the  powers  of  life. 

The  other  case  proved  fatal.  The  patient,  a  man, 

the  subject  of  scrotal  hernia,  was  struck  by  a  skittle 

ball  on  the  hernial  tumour.    Symptoms  of  intense, 

peritonitis  took  place,  and  he  died  thirty  six  hours 

•Pr—inci*l  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  Sep.  2,  1843, 
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: ; •  iT-tiU'Saf 
after  the  accident.    A  post-mortem  examination 
dissnamnadji  •vent  in  the  ifcuav  ami  esrtmvasation 
of  Mend  iatto  the  abdominal cavity.   ThOre  was  only 
one  kidney,  which  was  of  a  horse-shoe  shape. 

The  ease  of aneurism  was  one  of  peculiar  interest 
and  j>f  cars  occurrence.  The  man  was  thirty  yean 
of  age,  the  anenrisinaituinourswere  situated  on  the 
leftaidb  of  the  body,  one  about  four  inches  below 
Pouparfs  ligament,  the  other  in  the  popliteal 
space.  The  external  iliac  artery  was  tied.  The 
patient  lived  a  month,  and  died  of  gangrene  of  the 
limb.    (See  case) 

The  oases  of  born  were  mostly  of  a  formidable 
nature,  death  usually  occurred  within  a  few  days 
of  the  accident,  in  others  the  patient  dragged  on 
a  miserable  existence,  and  eventually  fell  a  victim 
to  profuse  suppuration;  others  recovered.  The 
plan  of  treatment  consisted  in  the  use  of  the  linimen- 
tum  calcis  and  linseed  oil,  and  spirits  of  terpentine, 
sedatives  and  diffusible  stimuli  being  administered. 
After  the  sloughs  had  separated,  the  wounds  were 
treated  according  to  the  established  rules  of  surgery, 
and  the  constitution  supported  by  a  libera!  diet, 
wine  and  malt  liquor. 

The  cases  of  cataract,  six  in  number,  of  which 
two  were  oongeni!al,were  operated  on  by  the  needle* 
four  with  complete  success;  the  remaining  two, 
in  which  the  operation  produced  no  relief,  were  com- 
plicated cases,  and  afforded  very  little  prospect  of 
success,  the  patients  being  advanced  in  years.  One 
eye  was  operated  on,  at  a  sitting,  and  a  rigid  anti- 
phlogistic plan  of  treatment  adopted,  previous  to 
and  after  the  operation.  If  the  lens  was  not  com- 
pletely depressed,  the  operation  was  repeated  in  a 
few  days.  No  alarming  inflammatory  action  fol- 
lowed in  any  instance,  which  I  attribute  to  the 
preparatory  measures  used  to  ensure  success. 

In  one  case  the  lens,  partially  absorbed,  made 
its  appearance  in  the  anterior  chamber  at  the 
expiration  of  two  years.  A  section  of  the  cornea 
was  made  with  a  view  to  its  extraction,  but  owing 
to  some  accident  (the  difficulty  of  fixing  the  eye) 
it  receded  into  the  posterior  chamber,  where  it  re. 
I  out  of  the  axis  of  vision.  The  wound  of  the 
i  healed  kindly,  and  the  patient  did  well. 

In  the  cases  of  cancer  of  the  lip,  the  lower  lip 
was  universally  affected.  The  subjects  had  all  been 
addicted  to  smoking  pipes.  The  complete  excision 
of  the  parts  was  practised  in  preference  to 
Dupuytren's  operation,  excepting  in  two  instances, 
which  the  latter  mode  was  preferred,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  extent  of  the  disease. 

Of  the  diseased  joints,  little  requires  to  be  said. 
They  were,  for  the  most  part,  cases  of  chronic  inflam- 
mation of  the  synovial  membrane.  The  cases  of 
dislocation  were  few,  although  a  great  number 
actually  occurred  among  the  out-patient*,  to  notice 
which  wonld  be  foreign  to  my  present  purpose. 
Ine  shoulder  was  luxated  in  five  instances;  the 
head  of  the  bone  was  thrown  into  the  axilla  in 
three  instances,  and  in  two,  under  the  pectoral 
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muscle-  With  one  exception  ftc^onewes easfly 
replaced.  Thmmfltuky  arose  m  ai»r  of  >tarea*e* ' 
forwards,,  in  which  long  and  continued  extension'  * 
with  the  pulleys  was  resorted  to**  *  Oats' eta*  of 
dislocation  of  the  hip  was  admitted.  The*  patient 
was  a  woman,  aged  65  ;  the  head  of  the  femur  was 
found  resting  on  the  dorsum  ilii.  (See  case.) 

One  case  of  dislocation  of  the  cbmces  at  dm  - 
scapular  end  was  witnessed.  Considerable  deformity 
accompanied  the  accident,  but  the  patient,  a  ser- 
geant in  the  army,  perfectly  recovered  the  use  of 
the  arm,  the  shoulder  being  a  triie  higher  than  the 
other,  . 

Of  the  eases  of  dislocation  of  the  ande,  three 
were  lateral,  and  one  forwards  5  all  were  accompa- 
nied by  the  fracture  of  the  fibula.  The  case  of 
dislocation  of  the  wrist  I  did  not  see.  That  of  die 
elbow  was  admitted  on  account  of  the  injury  to  the 
soft  parts  t  it  did  well  with  all  its  usual  symptoms. 
Excision  of  the  elbow  joint  was  performed  in  one 
instance,  and  with  complete  success. 

Local  bleeding,    counter- irritation  by  blisters, 
liniments,  moxas  and  issues,  compression  by  plaster 
and  bandage,  was  the  plan  of  treatment  adopted ;  ' 
and  I  am  compelled  to  add,  in  too  many  instances, 
with  indifferent  success. 

Of  the  two  cases  of  disease  of  the  bladder  and 
the  prostate  gland,  little  need  be  aaid.  They  were 
both  an  old  subjects,  and  were  admitted  more  for 
the  convenience  of  the  surgeons  than  with  a  view 
to  ultimate  relief. 

The  injuries  of  the  eye  were  from  lime,  and  as 
they  were  seen  immediately  after  the  accident,  by 
cleansing,  and  an  active  antiphlogistic  plan  of 
treatment,  the  organs  were  ultimately  saved.  One 
ease  ef  penetrating  wound  of  the  eye  ball  occurred. 
The  sight  was  lost  owing  to  the  escape  of  the  lens. 

The  two  cases  of  erysipelas  were  the  result  of 
accident.  One  recovered.  Both  being  phlegmonous, 
incisions  were  resorted  to ;  the  haemorrhage  in  one 
case,  where  the  leg  was  the  part  affected,  was  very 
profuse,  the  soft  parts  became  gangrenous,  and  the 
patient  died. 

Of  the  cases  of  fistula  in  ano,  two  were  the 
result  of  accident,  the  remaining  five  were  sympto- 
matic of  disease  of  the  lungs  and  abdominal  viscera. 
In  three  the  sinus  did  not  heal  after  the  operation ; 
two  ultimately  died  of  phthi*i< ;  in  fact  in  two  only 
could  the  operation  be  said  10  have  been  suc- 
cessful. 

The  straight  position  was  usually  preferred  in 
the  treatment  of  fracture  of  the  legs.  The  limb  was 
generally  placed  in  a  fracfue  box.  The  splints 
were  seldom  removed  till  five  weeks  had  elapsed. 

The  fractures  of  the  thigh  were  placed  on  an 
inclined  plane,  excepting  in  a  few  instances,  where-* 
Desault's  method  was  used.  The  Mmbs  were  not 
disturbed  before  the  sixth  or  eighth  Week  after  the 
accident,  and  in  no  instance  do  I  remember  that 
union  was  not  perfectly  accomplished.     I '  have 


lately  seen  several  instances*  of  ununited  fracture 
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of  the  tbigb,  and  in  nearly  every  case  I  attribute 
the  failure  to  two  causes,  viz.,  the  too  short  time 
allowed  foruoipn,  and  the  too  frequent  examination 
of  the  limb. 
I  have  preserved  notes  of  five  cases  of  fracture 
/  of  the  leg,  in  which  union  did  not  take  place  in  the 
usual  period;  in  three,  active  bleeding  was  called 
for,  on  account  of  sonic  complication  of  disease,  or 
other  injury  received  at  the  time  of  the  accident ; 
in  one,  severe  haemoptysis  took  place,  which  was 
treated  by  active  venesection,  but  was  not  arrested 
till  a  large  quantity  of  blood  had  been  abstracted.  In 
6ve  weeks  the  tibia  was  found  to  be  very  imper- 
fectly united  -,  in  ten,  from  the  date  of  the  accident, 
he  was  made  an  out-patient,  but  several  months 
elapsed  before  he  recovered.  In  three  cases  there 
appeared  no  appreciable  reason  why  the  bones 
should  not  have  unite;!.  In  these  a  tourniquet  was 
placed  over  the  seat  of  the  fracture  and  tightened, 
daily  pressure  being  maintained  as  long  as  the 
patient  could  bear  it ;  the  limbs  were  placed  in 
splints,  and  suitable  diet,  &c,  ordered.  In  one,  ten 
weeks,  in  a  second,  fourteen,  and  in  the  third  case, 
sixteen  weeks  elapsed  before  a  cure  was  completed. 
One  case,  which  was  accompanied  by  oedema  of  the 
whole  limb,  was  treated  by  the  immovable  appa- 
ratus, as  recommended  and  practised  by  my  friend, 
Mr.  John  Lawrence,  of  Brighton,  who  was  house 
surgeon  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital.  The  first 
effect  of  the  equal  pressure  was  to  reduce  the 
■welling,  which  of  course  rendered  the  apparatus 
quite  loose  j  it  was  re-applied,  and  the  patient,  a 
railway  labourer,  was  allowed  to  move  about  on 
cratches  in  the  open  air.  By  this  plan,  which  I  have 
repeated  with  equal  success,  the  bones  quickly 
united.  I  hare  often  observed  that  the  air  of  and 
confinement  in  a  hospital  often  exerts  a  baneful 
influence  on  patients,  whose  occupation  is  in  the 
open  air,  and  it  has  occurred  to  me  that  the  want  of 
power  necessary  to  .cue  union  of  fractured  bones 
might  be  in  some  way  obviated  in  cases  of  simple 
fracture,  by  adopting  Mr.  Lawrence's  mode  of 
treatment,  which  is  io  confine  the  patient  to  bed 
sufficiently  long  to  remove  the  first  effects  of  the 
accident. 

Several  cases  of  severe  compound  fracture  were 
admitted.  In  three,  more  than  an  inch  of  the  tibia 
was  removed  by  the  saw.  Although  these  eventually 
did  well,  the  cure  was  very  tedious.  In  robust 
and  phletboric  subjects,  as  soon  as  reaction  took 
place,  general  bleeding  was  employed,  and  other 
means,  calculated  to  reduce  the  force  of  the  circu- 
lation, had  recourse  to.  Poultices  and  other  relaxing 
applications  were  directed  as  soon  as  suppuration 
was  established,  but  were  omitted  as  soon  as  cir- 
#  cumstances  permitted.  One  case,  remarkable  for 
the  quickness  of  the  cure,  occurred  in  the  person 
of  a  woman,  between  the  seventh  and  eighth  month 
of  pregnancy.  The  limb  was  carefully  dressed,  and 
the  compound  fracture  was  cured  in  six  weeks :  at 
the  end  of  which  time  delivery  was  accomplished. 


{See  case.)  This  is  another  of  the  many  proofc 
that  the  rep|rative  powers  of  nature  are  not  so 
feeble  as  many  imagine,  during  pregnancy. 

Another  case  of  a  most  dangerous  character  was 
admitted  in  the  person  of  a  man  of  very  intemperate 
habits,  who  had  sustained  a  simple  fracture  of  : 
each  thigh,  and  a  compound  fracture  of  the  leg. 
This  man  was  attacked  with  traumatic  delirium, 
from  which  he  perfectly  recovered,  with  useful 
limbs. 

In  one  case  of  fracture  of  the  pelvis,  the  bladder  v/ 
was  ruptured  at  its  fundus.  The  patient  lived  five 
days.  On  examining  the  body  after  death,  it  was 
found  that  the  efforts  of  nature  to  prevent  extrava- 
sation of  urine  in  the  abdominal  cavity  were  com- 
plete, five  adhesions  were  found  between  the 
bladder  and  parietes  of  the  abdomen.  This  was 
assisted  by  the  use  of  the  catheter,  •  which  was 
{listened  in  the  bladder. 

~One  case  of  fracture  of  the  spinal  column  took 
place,  in  which  the  patient  lived  three  days.  The 
symptoms  were  quite  plain,  the  bodies  and  spinous 
processes  of  the  fifth  and  sixth  cervical  vertebra? 
were  found  fractured. 

In  the  cases  of  hare-lip,  sutures  were  used  instead 
of  the  silver  pins.    All  did  well. 

Of  the  cases  of  hydrocele,  seven  were  in  adults, 
and  one  in  a  young  subject.  In  "the  latter,  simple 
incision  was  successfully  practised  ;  in  the  former, 
the  usual  operation  by  injection  was  performed. 
The  fluid  used  was  a  solution  of  one  drachm  of 
sulphate  of  zinc  in  a  pint  of  water.  In  one  instance 
the  testicle  was  situated  in  front  of  the  tumour  \  in 
another,  where  the  swelling  was  of  an  immense  sfte, 
and  contained  nearly  four  pints  offluid,  the  operation 
failed.  At  the  expiration  of  three  weeks  from  the 
first  tapping  the  trocar  was  introduced,  and  the 
same  quantity  of  fluid  evacuated,  but  differing 
materially  in  quality,  being  mixed  with  blood.  Hie 
tunica  vaginalis  was  found  to  be  divided  into 
several  compartments,  which  1  have  no  doubt  was 
the  result  of  partial  and  an  insufficient  amount  of 
inflammation  having  been  induced  by  the  previous 
operation.  These  adhesions  were  broken  down  by 
introducing  a  probe  through  the  canula,  in  order  to 
evacuate  the  fluid.  The  swelling  quickly  acquired 
its  usual  size ;  the  man  was  desired  to  rub  in  the 
ointment  of  hydriodate  of  potass,  and  to  take 
twenty  minims  of  tincture  of  iodine  three  times 
a  day.  A  perfect  cure  was  effected  in  three  months. 
It  is  rather  remarkable  that  no  pain  followed 
either  opeiation. 

The  cases  of  strangulated  hernia  which  came 
under  notice  were  three  femoral  and  six  inguinal. 
The  former  occurred  in  females  above  the  middle 
age.  One  was  reduced,  the  others  were  operated  on 
with  success.  The  cases  of  inguinal  hernia  were  in 
men.  Two  were  reduced  by  the  agency  of  bleeding 
and  the  warm  bath  \  in  one  the  tobacco  enema  was 
used,  but  produced  the  most  alarming  depression 
of  the  vital  powers.    Hie  rupture  went  up  when 
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be  wa*  placed  on  the  operating  table,  whieb  was  a 
Jortunate  termination,  as  I  think  he  would  have 
auk  under  it.  Nothing  catling  lor  a  'jpartieular 
notice  occured  in  the  progress  of  these  oases ;  one 
patient,  an  old  soldier,  who  had  been  severely 
wounded  in  the  Peninsular  war,  came  tinder  my 
eve,  for  extravasation  of  nrine,  about  two  years 
after  the  operation,  and  I  found  it  had  been  followed 
by  a  radical  cure,  an  event  which  I  think  will  be 
found  to  take  place'  oftener  than  is  generally 
believed. 

Hie  after-treatment  consisted  in  adopting  means 
calculated  to  prevent  or  reduce  inflammatory  action. 
The  early  administration  of  purgatives  was  avoided, 
a  line  of  practice,  which,  I  am  glad  to  find,  is  becoming 
store  and  more  general,  for  I  think  nothing  can  be 
more  irrational  than  to  exhibit  medicines,  imme- 
diately after  a  severe  operation,  calculated  to  disturb 
organs  already  rendered  highly  irritable,  by  having 
been  constricted.  In  many  instances  I  have  seen 
a  foil  dose  of  opium  produce  the  happiest  results  by 
tranquillizing  the  nervous  system,  which  has  been 
followed  by  a  full  evacuation  from  the  bowels,  in  a 
few  hoars.  In  other  cases,  where  the  early  use  of 
uergatives  has  been  resorted  to,  the  irritation  of 
the  alimentary  canal  has  been  converted  into  a 
teal  raflanmation,  accompanied  by  obstinate  con- 
stipation.  In  the  case  which  terminated  fatally,  the 
strangulation  had  existed  many  days ;  sphacelus  of 
the  bowels  kiad  taken  place. 

Among  the  many  interesting  cases  of  injury  of 
the  head  which  were  admitted,  the  symptoms 
usually  attendant  on  concussion  of  the  brain,  were 
in  some ;  in  others  the  symptoms  were  so 
that  it  would  be  difficult,  if  not  impos- 
sible, to  class  them  under  the  head  of  compression 
<*eoucuauon«  In  one  case  symptoms  of  general 
excitement  of  the  brain  were  observed.  The  patient, 
s  bey,  abont  twelve  years  of  age,  was  brought  to 
the  hospital,  having  received  a  violent  blow  on  the 
saaunit  of  the  head ;  he  fell  insensible,  but  in  a  few 
suantesbe  recovered  from  the  immediate  effects 
of  the  accident,  when  he  became  violent  and 
anaisnageable,  swearing  loudly,  &c;  four  men 
vera  required  to  restrain  him.  A  vein  was  opened 
is  the  arm,  and  ten  ounces  of  blood  were  abstracted 
*ith  benefit;  cold  was  sedulously  applied  to  the  head, 
active  purgatives  administered,  and  he  recovered 
in  a  few  days. 

la  another  case,  which  was  complicated  with 
soaipound  fracture  of  the  jaw  and  forearm,  fracture 
of  the  ilium,  and  an  extensive  scalp  wound, 
the  patient  made  the  most  wonderful  recovery  I  ever 
fritacsaccL  The  powers  of  die  brain  were  greatly 
•sfwblad;  nevertheless,  he  so  far  recovered  that  he 
**MMa  |o  follow  bis  employment.. 

Ilia  treatment  of  these  eases  varied  according 
to  cfamnstaaees.  In  many,  stimulants  were 
*4si*jstered  with  advantage,  and  after  reaction  had 
•ksssd,  general  and  local  bleeding  were  adopted, 


together  with  full  doses  of  calomel  and  croton  oil. 
Blisters  aid  setons.  were  occasionally  employed. 

Two  cases  of  compound  fracture  of  the  skull  weiw 
treated  successfully.  These  were  both  in  young 
subjects.  In  one.  portions  of  the  temporal  and 
parietal  bones  were  depressed,  but  us  the  symptoms 
did  not  call  for  the  use  of  the  elevator,  general  anti- 
phlogistic treatment  was  adopted.  In  the  second 
case  the  parietal  bone  was  extensively  fissured;  the 
symptoms  demanded  active  depletion.  Under  this 
plan  both  boys  recovered. 

Three  cases  of  fractured  ribs,  accompanied  with 
extensive  emphysema,  were  admitted.  Of  these. 
two  proved  fetal,  and  one  recovered.  In  the  case 
which  terminated  prosperously,  scarifications  were 
freely  made  in  the  situations  in  which  the  accumu- 
lation of  air  occurred.  No  pressure  was  made  by 
means  of  a  bandage  till  several  days  after  the 
accident.    • 

The  case  of  molluscum  is  related  by  Mr.  Charles 
Fowler,  in  the  seventh  volume  of  the  Transactions 
of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association. 

Hie  case  of  noli  me  tangere  was  a  very  bad  one, 
and  resisted  every  plan  of  treatment. 

Two  cases  of  gonorrhoea!  ophthalmia  were 
admitted;  in  each  only  one  eye  was  affected.  In 
one,  the  eye  was  saved  under  the  combined  effects 
of  depletion  and  the  application  of  nitrate  of  silver. 
The  second  case  was  not  seen  till  the  disease  had 
existed  six  days.    The  eye  was  lost. 

Only  one  case  of  stone  in  the  bladder  was  wit- 
nessed. In  this  the  operation  of  lithotomy  was 
performed.  (See  case.)  This  locality  appears  to 
be  very  free  from  this  disease.  During  fourteen 
years  I  have  only  seen  and  heard  of  four  cases  in 
this  town  or  neighbourhood. 

Among  the. cases  of  tumour,  there  was  one 
removed  by  the  late  Mr.  Averill,  from  the  oeck- . 
The  dissection  was  a  most  difficult  one ;  the  disease 
returned,  and  destroyed  the  patient. 

The  remaining  cases  do  not  demand  any  parti- 
cular observations,  as  they  did  not  possess  any 
points  of  interest  that  I  am  aware  of. 
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Dislocation  of  the  shoulder 
,»  hip  . 

„  clavicle 

„  ancle 

,,  wrist 


*Eye,  injury  of 

£ye-ba)l,  wound  of 

Erysipelas 

Fistula  in  ano      '  . 

Fracture  of  the  cranium 

„  spine    . 
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,,  clavicle 

.«,  ribs 

-,,  ribs  and  clavicle 

.„  ribs  and  leg 

.  „  ribs,  and  emphysema 

»  jaw 

„  pelris 

thigh     . 

,,  thigh  and 

, ,  thigh  &  dislocation  of  hip 

„  both  thighs,  compound  ) 

fracture  of  the  leg,  > 
delirium  tremens  .  j 

„  thigh  and  leg 

Fract'irc  of  the  leg 

„  arm 

,,  patella 

„  fore-arm 

„  elbow  joint 

,,  leg,  and  concussion 

„  compound  of  fore-arm  . 

,,  compound  of  thigh  &  leg 

„  leg,  with  partial  dislocation 
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Hydrocele 

Hare- lip 

Hernia,  strangulated 

Hemorrhoids 

v| njtiry  of  the  head 

„  chest 

hand 

„  perineum 

Mortification  of  the  toes 
Mollusc  u  ui 
Noli  me  tangere 
Necrosis 
Ophthalmia,  gonorrhoea! 
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„  acute 

Phyinosis 
Polypus  of  the  note    . 

„  uterus 

Prolapsus  uteri 
Sprains 
Stricture  of  the  urethra 

„  rectum 

Syphilis 
Scald       . 
"Stone 

Spine,  injury  of 
Tumours 
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Tonsils,  enlarged 
Testicle,  inflamed 
Throat,  wound  of 
Tetanus 

Tendon,  injury  of 
Ulcer  of  leg 
Ulcer  of  cornea 
Urine,  extravasation  of 
Uterus,  disease  of 
Urine,  retention  of 
Wounds,  contused 
„         incised 
„         lacerated 
„         gunshot 
„         knee  joint 
ancle  joint 


Warts 
Various 


The  number  of  deaths  was  57. 
{To  be  concluded  t*  our  next.) 
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MEMOIR  OF  DR.  BARLOW. 

TO  TIIK  EDITOR  OP  THE  PROVINCIAL  KtOICAL  AVI 
SURGICAL  JOURVAL. 
8lR, 

Althoogh  you  have  announced,  in  a  former  number, 
the  loss  which  the  Provincial  Medical  Association  has 
sustained,  in  common  with  the  profession,  and  the 
public  at  large,  by  the  lamented  death  of  Dr. 
Barlow,  of  Bath ;  yet  I  am  induced  to  request  your 
insertion  of  the  following  brief  account  of  his  profes- 
sional career,  with  a  list  of  his  works,  as  far  as  I  am 
acquainted  with  them,  in  the  belief  that  every  thing 
relating  to  our  distinguished  and  esteemed  associate 
will  be  interesting  to  those  members  who  enjoyed  his 
friendship,  and  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  him  at  oar 
anniversaries  ;  every  one  of  which  he  attended  from 
the  first  formation  of  the  Association  at  Worcester,  in 
1832,  to  our  last  assembly  at  Leeds,  in  1843. 

Edward  Barlow  was  born  at  Mullingar,  county  of 
Meatb,  Ireland,  on  the  25th  of  June,  1 779.  His  father 
was  a  distinguished  practitioner  at  that  place,  and  died 
August  9,  1825,  at  the  advanced  age  of  81.  The 
Westmeath  Journal,  in  announcing  his  death,  stated 
that  "  he  was  for  fifty-six  years  surgeon  to  the  County 
Infirmary,  and  for  the  greater  part  of  that  period,  until. 
years  and  infirmity  limited  his  exertions,  in  possession 
of  the  almost  undivided  medical  practice  of  the  sur- 
rounding country— a  sure  proof  of  the  seal  and  ability 
with  which  be  eiercised  the  arduous  duties  of  his 
professional  calling." 

Dr.  Barlow  commenced  his  professional  education 
under  the  guidance  and  direction  of  his  father,  who, 
from  an  early  period,  intended  to  bring  up  his  son  to 
the  medical  profession,  in  the  expectation  that  he 
would  succeed  to  bis  private  practice,  and  public 
appointment  at  the  Infirmary.  In  furtherance  of  these 
objects,  and  to  enable  him  to  become  a  Licentiate  of 
the  Dublin  College  of  Surgeons,  he  was  bound 
apprentice  to  his  ather,  and  after  the  expiration  of  his 
apprenticeship,  attended  the  various  lectures  and 
hospitals  in  Dublin,  Edinburgh,  end  London ;  at  the 
latter  place  he  was  a  pupil  of  Cttve  and  Cooper,  jet  the 
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Borough  Hospitals.  *  He  became  m  Utoentiate  of  the 
Dublin  College  of  Surgeons  in  May,  1801,  and 
graduated  at  Edinburgh  in  June,  1803. 

He  resided  in  Dublin,  and  practised  as  a  surgeon 
till  1807,  when  he  came  to  Bath,  and  commenced  that 
career  as  a  physician,  which  soon  led  to  celebrity  and 
distinction.    He  cultivated  medical  science  with  zeal 
and  assiduity,  and  communicated  to  the  public  the 
result  of    his  reflections  in  various   writings.      He 
became    physician    successively  to   the    Bath    City 
Infirmary,  (previously  to  its  junction  with  the  Casualty 
Hospital,  when  the  two  charities  formed  the  United 
Hospital),  and  to  the  General  Hospital.  He  performed 
the  duties  of  physician  to  both  these  Hospitals  in  the 
most  assiduous  and  laborious  way.    He  was  scarcely 
ever  absent  on  his  allotted  days  of  attendance,  and 
generally  visited  both  Hospitals  daily.    At  the  United 
Hospital  he  usually  spent  from  three  to  four  hours  in 
investigating  and    prescribing  for  the  complaints  of 
the  out-door  applicants,  and  the  patience  with  which 
be  listened  to  their  histories,  and  the  kindness  of  his 
demeanour  towards  them,  made  him  a  great  favourite 
with  this  class.    His  exertions,  however,    wtre    not 
limited  to  objects  connected  with  bis  profession.    He 
was  the  zealous  and  eloquent  advocate  of  every  project 
that  was  calculated  to  extend  knowledge,  promote 
humanity,  or  in  any  way  to  be  useful  to  his  fellow- 
creatures.    He  was  one  of  the  original  founders  of  the 
Literary  and  Philosophical  Institution,  and  ever  after- 
wards an  active  member  of  its  Committee.    He  was 
chiefly  instrumental  in  establishing  a  Phrenological 
Society  in  Bath,  and  was  always  ready  to  furnish  a 
paper  at  their  meetings,  when  no  other  contributor 
could  be  found.    He  was  a  jealous  supporter  of  the 
Humane  Society.    Amongst  the  jtopr  who  applied  as 
out-patients  at  the  United'  Hospital  he  often  found 
that  great  misery  arose  from  wsnt  of  proper  clothing, 
and  to  remedy  in  some  degree  this  evil,  he  formed  a 
charity  for  the  purpose  of  distributing  flannel  waist- 
coats  to  such  objects  as  appeared  likely  to  be  bene- 
fitted by  them.    This  charity  is  now  attached  to  the 
Hospital,  and  has  been  productive  of  great  comfort 
to   many   poor   persons    who   were    suffering   from 
rheumatism. 

Indeed,  it  is  not  saying  too  much  in  praise  of  Dr. 
Barlow,  to  assert  that  his  benevolent  feelings  led  him 
to  support  with  bis  pen,  his  purse,  and  his  personal 
exertions,  every  object  of  public  charity  and  utility. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  remind  the  readers  of  this 
journal  how  warmly  he  was  interested  in  the  prosperity 
of  the  Provincial  Medical  Association.  We  have 
all  admired  his  zeal,  and  been  delighted  with  the 
eloquence  with  which,  at  our  annual  meetings,  he 
always  advocated  every  measure  that  was  likely  to 
promote  the  welfare  of  the  Society,  or  advance  the 
honour  and  respectability  of  the  profession.  At  our 
future  assemblies  his  absence  will  indeed  be  deplored, 
and  we  shall  all  feel  that  we  have  sustained  a  loss 
which  cannot  be  easily  supplied. 

Dr.  Barlow's  private  practice  was  considerable  as  a 
consulting  physician,  but  not  so  extensive  in  regard  to 
general  practice  as  might  have  been  expected  from 
his  talents  and  his  zeal,  united  as  they  were  with  the 
advantage  of  being  connected  with  two  hospitals,  both 
of  which  afforded  ample  experience,  and  presented 
favourable  opportunities  of  observing  disease.    There 


can  he  no  doubt,  however,  that  if  he  had  desired  more 
extensive  private  employment  he  might  have  obtained? 
it}  but  he  loved  the  science,  and  disliked  the  trade  of 
medicine.  He  was  sufficiently  affluent  to  be  satisfied 
with  a  limited  income  from  his  professional  exertions,, 
and  a  belief  generally  prevailed,  that  professional*, 
emolument  was  a  matter  of  indifference,  or,  at  least,. 
of  seconder}'  importance,  to  him. 

In  all  the  social  and  domestic  relations  of  life  be'- 
was  most  exemplary.  He  was  a  kind  husband,  an 
affectionate  father,  and  a  sincere  friend.  His  manners 
were  at  times  reserved,  but  he  was  generous  and 
benevolent.  His  habits  were  retired,  and  he  was  not* 
fond  of  much  society,  but  no  one  could  receive  hir- 
friends  with  greater  hospitality  and  courtesy.  He 
had  a  deep  sense  of  religion,  which  be  manifested,  nor 
so  much  by  the  observance  of  austere  forms,  as  by  a 
conscientious  discharge  of  all  the  duties  of  life.  Hir 
health  began  to  decline  about  two  years  before  his 
death,  when  he  experienced  a  severe  domestic  calamity*, 
from  the  shock  of  which  he  never  recovered.  His- 
changed  appearance  at  the  meeting  of  the  Association* 
at  Leeds  was  observed  by  all  his  friends,  and  from* 
that  time  be  progressively  declined.  Latterly  hhv 
emaciation  became  extreme,  and  he  finally  sank  linden 
the  effects  of  disease  on  the  2nd  of  April  in  this  year.. 

I  abstain  from  relating  the  particulars  of  his  com- 
plaint, as  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  an  account  of 
his  case  will  be  given  to  tbe  public  elsewhere. 
«    The  governors  of  the  Bath  Hospital  met  on  the 
lit  of  May,  to  elect  a  successor  to  Dr.  Barlow,  and 
befofe  they  separated  the  following  resolution  wan. 
unanimously  passed,  the  whole   body  of  governess* 
simultaneously  rising,  as  a  mark  of  respect  to  the 
memory  of  one  who  was  so  universally  and  deserve 
edly  esteemed :— "  That  this  court  desire  to  record 
the  expression  of  their  unfeigned  sorrow  at  the  decease 
of  the  late  senior  physician,  the  lamented  Dr.  Barlow,* 
and  their  gratitude  for  the  services  which,  during  the 
period  of  twenty-five  years,  he  so  cheerfully  and  effi- 
ciently rendered.     Whether   they  regard   his   skilly 
his  humanity,  his  attention  to  the  sick  and  suffer- 
ings or  his  conduct  as  a  member  of  the  honourable 
profession  to  which  he  belonged,  they  feel  that  bis 
departure  has  left  a  blank  which  will  not  easily  be* 
filled." 

Dr.  Barlow  has  been  long  known  to  the  medics*' 
profession  by  the  extent  and  value  of  his  writings,, 
which  are  characterized  by  elegance  of  composition 
and  copiousness  of  illustration.    He  wrote  with  great* 
fluency  and  remarkable  rapidity ;  such  indeed  wss  his 
ready  command  of  language  that  he  appeared  to  have* 
the  power  of  exhausting  every  subject  on  which  he 
treated,  almost  without  an  effort.     This  facility  of 
expressing  his  ideas  led  him  probably  to  an  early  as 
well  as  a  frequent  use  of  his  pen,  for  his  first  contri- 
bution to  medical  literature,  I  find,  was  written  while 
be  was  a  student.    It  is  impossible  to  enumerate  all 
Dr.  Barlow's  publications,  as,  besides  his  more  im- 
portant works,  he  wrote  in  newspapers,  and  other 
periodicals,  on  various  topics  of  local  and  temporary- 
interest  ;  but  the  following  list  contains,  I  believe,  his 
chief  medical  productions  — 

"  History  of  a  considerable  Wound  of  the  Brain? 
attended  with  singular  circumstances,  by  Mr.  Edward 
Barlow,   student  of   Medicine  at   Edinburgh,  from 
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Westiaeath,  lrt\*mA."—Dmcmm't  Amok  of  Medicine, 
fir  1804. 

44  Dissertstio  Medica  Inaugural!*  de  Peritonitide 
Fuerperaruni."-- Edinburgh,  1803. 

44  Case  of  Dysphagia,  together  with  tome  other 
unusual  affection*,  supervening  on  inflammation  of 
the  lungs,  wherein  a  gum  eiaatic  tube  was  advantage- 
ously employed  ai  a  passage  to  the  stomach/'— Dublin 
Medical  and  Physical  Beeaye,  for  June,  1807. 

44  Observations  on  Medical  Reform ;  illustrating  the 
present  condition  of  medical  science,  education,  and 
practice,  throughout  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and 
proposing  such  alterations  therein,  as  appear  most 
likely  to  succeed  in  remedying  the  several  evils  which 
abound  in  this  profession,  and  which  have  at  length 
become  subjects  of  universal  complaint."— Dublin, 
1807. 

Dr.  Barlow's  other  works  on  Medical  Reform  were— 

"  An  attempt  to  develope  the  Fundamental  Prin- 
ciples which  should  guide  the  Legislature  in  regulating 
the  Profession  of  Physic."— Edinburgh  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal,  vol.  14. 

**  Exposition  of  the  present  state  of  the  Profession 
of  Physic  in  England,  and  of  the  Laws  enacted  for 
its  Government."— Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  vol.  16. 

"  An  Essay  on  the  Medical  Profession,  showing  its 
natural  unity,  and  suggesting  such  arrangements  as 
would  render  its  condition  conformable  to  just  prin- 
ciples of  Political  Science,  and  conducive  to  taw 
interests  both  of  the  profession  and  the  pubUc."-— 
Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  vol.  28. 

"  An  Essay  on  Medical  Reform."— London  Medical 
Gazelle,  vol.  13. 

Besides  these  articles,  Dr.  Barlow  wrote  the  reports 
that  were  presented  to  the  Provincial  Association  on 
Medical  Reform. 

Dr.  Barlow's  other  contributions  to  the  Edinburgh 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  were,  "  Pathological  and 
practical  observations,"  occupying  part  of  seven  num- 
bers, in  vols.  9  and  10. 

"  Case  of  laceration  of  the  fibres  of  the  gastrocnemius 
muscle,  treated  without  rest  or  confinement."    Vol.  19. 

"  A  case  of  bronchocele  successfully  treated  by 
iodine/'    Vol.21. 

In  the  Lancet  he  published  "  A  case  in  which 
chalybeate  pills  were  retained  for  an  unusual  time  in 
the  intestines."— Lancet,  March,  1827. 

In  the  Midland  Reporter  he  inserted  "  An  account 
Of  a  tape  worm."— Midland  Reporter,  No.  13. 

"  On  spinal  weakness,  and  some  effects  of  incipient 
curvature."    No.  14. 

u.  On  dropsy,  with  coagulable  urine."    No.  16. 

The  Transactions  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and 
Surgical  Association  are  enriched  by  the  following 
productions  of  his  pen  :— 

44  The  objects  and  modes  of  medical  investigation." 

"  Biographical  memoirs  of  the  late  Dr.  Thackeray, 
•I  Bedford."    Vol.1. 

44  The  retrospective  address  delivered  at  the  first 
anniversary  of  the  Association,  held  at  Bristol  in  the 
year  1833.    Vol.2. 

44  Records  of  ovarian  tumours."    Vol.  4. 

44  Address  at  the  meeting  of  the  Association,  at 
Bath."    Vol.7. 


44  Address  on  vacating  the  chair  at  Liverpool." 
Vol.8. 

He  wrote  the  following  articles  in  the  Cyclopedia  of 
Practical  Medicine. — 

44  Antiphlogistic  regimen." 
44  Congestion  of  blood." 
44  Determination  of  blood." 
44  Physical  education." 
•4  Gastrodynia." 
44  Gout." 
44  Plethora;"  and 
44  Rheumatism/' 

The  "Essay  on  Physical  Education"  has  been  trans- 
lated into  most  of  the  continental  languages,  and  is 
generally  admired. 

In  1822  he  published  "  An  Essay  on  the  Medicinal 
Efficacy  and  Employment  of  the  Bath  Waters,iUustrated 
by  Remarks  on  the  Physiology  and  Pathology  of  the 
Animal  Frame,  with  reference  to  the  Treatment  of 
Gout,  Rheumatism,  Palsy,  and  Eruptive  Diseases." 

To  {rive  an  abstract  of  all  these  works  would  require 
a  volume ;  most  of  them  indeed  are  well  known,  and  all 
are  accessible  to  your  renders.  Extended  comment 
is  therefore  unnecessary,  and  I  need  not  occupy  your 
pages  by  enlarging  on  their  merits. 

It  will  be  perceived,  that  the  subject  of  medical 
reform  occupied  Dr.  Barlow's  attention  at  an  early 
period  of  his  life.  The  pamphlet  published  at  Dublin, 
in  1807,  was  a  reprint  of  letters  previously  inserted  in 
a  newspaper.  It  was  dedicated  to  Lord  Henry  Tetty, 
the  present  Marquis  of  Lansdowne.  The  author  did 
not  attach  his  name* to  it ;  but,  in  the  preface,  says,  that 
44  he  is  veiled  in  an  obscurity  which  curiosity  shall  in 
vain  attempt  to  penetrate."  It  may  not  therefore,  be 
generally  known,  that  this  work  was  written  by  Dr. 
Barlow,  as  I  believe  he  never  publicly  acknowledged 
it ;  but  I  have  a  copy  which  he  presented  to  me,  and, 
at  the  time,  avowed  its  paternity. 

Medical  reform  was  a  favourite  theme  with  Dr. 
Barlow  throughout  his  life,  and  how  zealously  and 
ably  he  vindicated  its  cause,  must  be  in  the  recollec- 
tion of  most  of  the  members  of  the  Association.  He 
was  examined  before  the  Parliamentary  Committee, 
appointed  in  1834,  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  pro- 
fession ;  but  his  evidence  was  never  printed,  having, 
I  believe,  been  lost  in  the  fire  that  destroyed  the 
Houses  of  Parliament. 

I  ought  to  have  included  in  the  list  of  his  works  one, 
which,  though  not  strictly  medical,  is  on  a  subject 
sufficiently  connected  with  our  profession  to  be  deemed 
interesting  to,  and  worthy  of  consideration  by,  medical 
men.  I  allude  to  a  pamphlet  which  he  published  in 
1825  (anonymously),  and  entitled  "  An  Apology  for 
the  Study  of  Phrenology ;"  in  which  the  author  main- 
tains its  truth,  and  asserts  its  utility.  Dr.  Barlow 
became  a  convert  to  this  science  at  the  amiable  and 
lamented  Spurzheim's  first  visit  to  Bath  in  1814,  and 
was  ever  afterwards  its  zealous  advocate.  He  was  a 
regular  attendant  at  the  meetings  of  the  Phrenological 
Society,  during  its  existence,  and  read  three  papers  on 
phrenological  subjects  before  the  members  in  1840 
and  1841. 

I  must  not,  however,  trespass  further  on  your  •»***• 
The  tribute  which  I  now  offer  to  the  memory  of  our 
departed  friend  is  very  inadequate  to  Ms  merits,  but  it 
is   written   by   one  who  was  long  and  totuaswf 
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acquainted  with  him ;  one  who  admired  hi*  talents, 
esteemed  his  virtues,  and  will  ever  sincerely  lament 
hit  death.  It  wai  not  my  intention  to  give  a  complete 
history  of  Dr.  Barlow's  life,  and  if  this  brief  sketch  of 
his  character  should  dissppoint  the  expectations  of  hie 
friends,  they  may  derive  consolation  from  the  assurance 
that  his  works  bare  seen  red  him  a  lasting  fame  with  his 
pioftssion,  and  that  his  memory  will  be  held  in  grateful 
and  honourable  remembrance  by  his  numerous  friends 
in  that  Association,  of  which  be  was  not  only  one  of  the 
founders,  but  one  of  its  most  useful,  active,  and  elo- 
quent members. 

I  beg  to  subscribe  myself,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
Oke  of  Dm.  Barlow's  Intimate  Fribnds 

P.S<— As  a  matter  of  curiosity,  the  friends  of  Dr* 
Barlow  may  like  to  know  the  impression  which  his 
person  and  manners  made  on  the  mind  of  an  intelli- 
gent foreigner ;  I,  therefore,  append  to  my  letter  an 
extract  from  a  work  of  Dr.  Gibson,  Professor  of  Sur- 
gery, at  Philadelphia,  who  attended  the  meeting  of  the 
Association  at  Liverpool,  and  was  evidently  much 
interested  in  onr  proceedings.  Dr.  Gibson,  on  his 
return  to  America,  published  an  amusing  little  volume,* 
in  which  he  gave  an  account  of  the  medical  men  he 
met  with  in  Europe ;  and  though  he  could  not  have 
bad  extensive  intercourse  with  those  gentlemen,  from 
the  short  period  of  his  visit  at  each  place,  yet  his 
sketches,  making  due  allowance  for  their  flattery, 
generally  bear  sufficient  resemblance  to  their  originals, 
not  only  to  show  that  Dr.  Gibson  is  an  acute  observer 
of  human  nature,  but  that  he  must  in  some  instances 
have  made  minute  inquiry  about  the  characters  he  has 
described : — 

"  Of  the  venerable  Dr.  Barlow,  of  Bath,  who  the 
year  before  had  filled  the  honourable  office  of  president 
of  the  Association,  I  cannot  but  speak  in  terms  of  high 
commendation.  Though  approaching  in  Appearance 
and  garb  to  tbe  primitive  simplicity  of  a  Quaker  or 
Methodist,  there  is  an  energy  displayed  in  his  fine 
regular  features,  in  connexion  with  a  bald  head,  and 
such  development  of  the  anterior  lobes  as  a  phreno- 
logist would  associate  with  extraordinary  moral  and 
intellectual  qualities,  enjoined  with  uncommon  vigonr 
of  frame,  in  shape  of  short,  well-knit  joints,  and 
brawny  muscles,  as  would  induce  even  a  careless 
observer  to  conclude,  at  first  sight,  that  be  was  no 
common  man.  Such  was  my  own  conclusion  before 
he  opened  his  lips,  and  by  the  time  he  had  uttered  n 
dozen  words,  in  returning  thanks  to  the  Association 
tor  the  complimeut  paid  in  selecting  him  as  last 
year's  Chairman,  I  was  fully  prepared  to  believe  that 
few  men  could  be  found  in  that,  or  any  other  assembly, 
superior  to  him  in  vigour  of  intellect,  clearness  of  con- 
ception, consistency  of  views,  and  dignity  of  mind  and 
demeanour ;  and  I  was  not  mistaken  ;  for,  afterwards, 
during  tbe  whole  of  the  debates,  there  was  displayed  a 
degree  of  intellectual  composure  and  serenity,  with 
quickness,  sagacity,  and  even  sharpness,  so  visible  in 
his  piercing  black  eyes,  mixed  with  it,  but  so  tem- 
pered, at  the  same  time,  by  kindness  of  manner,  and 
benevolent  expression,  as  to  impress  irresistibly  his 
hearers  that  he  was  not  only  a  very  sensible,  highly 
cultivated,  and  learned  man,  but  a  good,  honest, 
truth-seeking,  plain-dealing,  excellent  Christian.  By 
liaEarope."   Philadelphia :  1M). 


birth,  I  believe,  Dr.  Barlow  is  an  Irishman  ;  certainly 
he  ought  to  be,  judging  from  his  short  compact 
figure,  square  shoulders,  and  muscular  powers  ;  but 
he  has  not  a  particle  of  brogue,  nor  any  of  that  merry 
moisture  of  the  eye,  and  comicalness  of  countenance 
that  stamp  the  Hibernian ;  on  the  contrary,  his  speech 
and  whole  demeanour  afford  apparent  evidence  of  the 
regular  John  Bull.  His  writings,  by  which  he  is  weU 
known  in  Europe,  and  in  this  country,  consist  of  a 
work  on  Pathology,  published  twenty  years  ago ;  an 
Essay  on  Ovarian  Dropsy;  another  on  tbe  Efficacy  of 
Bath  Waters,  and  of  various  papers  in  different 
periodical  publications."    (Pages  109, 110  ) 


NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE  INFIRMARY. 

CASES  IN  THE  PRACTICE  OF  SIR  JOHN  FIFE. 

Reported  by  Mr.  F.  A.  Gibb. 

TUMOUR   OF  THE  TONGtJK.  >/ 

John  Harris  Shields,  aged  13,  admitted  into  the 
Newcastle-on-Tyne  General  Infirmary,  M>.y  2,  1844, 
apparently  healthy,  observed  a  tumour  in  the  tongue 
first  about  six  months  ago.  It  seems  about  the  size 
of  a  filbert,  and  is  situated  on  the  right  side,  far  back. 

7th.  The  boy  being  laid  on  a  table.  Sir  John  Fife, 
passed  an  armed  needle  through  the  left  side  of  the 
tongue,  by  which  it  was  drawn  forward.  A  scalpel 
was  then  passed  rapidly  through  the  healthy  structure 
of  the  tongue,  separating  first  the  posterior  portion  of 
tye  disease,  and,  by  a  continued  incision,  the  inner  and 
anterior  part.  There  was  active  haemorrhage  at  first, 
but  the  vessels  gradually  retracted  affr  the  mouth 
had  been  often  washed  out  with  cold  water.  The  cautery 
was  not  therefore  nsed. 

A  section  of  the  disease  showed  the  con; re  to  be 
quite  cartilaginous,  but  the  circumference  was  sur- 
rounded by  an  imperfect  cyst. 

8th.  Tongue  a  little  deformed,  the  space  filling  np, 
and  cicatrization  going  on  rapidly.    Bowels  regular. 

9th.  Has  no  pain  nor  uneasiness. 

12th.  Going  on  well.     No  pain,  and  the  part  nearly 
cicatrized,  and  cicatrix  very  small ;  scarcely  any  altera- 
tion in  the  form  of  % the  tongue,  which  is  less  fonl. 
'  20th.  Tongue  quite  clean ;  can  scarcely  see  any 
alteration  in  the  form  of  the  tongue. 

21st.  Can  see  nothing  now ;  convalescent. 

INDURATED  TUMOUS  OF  THE  BRKA  ST.      ' 

Mary  Hurst,  aged  36,  admitted  May  2,  1844.  A 
large  indurated  tumour  of  the  breast  beginning  to 
adhere ;  retraction  of  the  nipple ;  extensive  disease 
of  the  axillary  glands;  disease  has  not  Jong  been 
discovered;  complexion  dark,  formerly  ruddy,  now 
sallow ;  menstruation  regular. 

7th.  Sir  J.  Fife  made  an  incision  in  the  axilla,  in- 
tending to  complete  the  excision  of  the  glandular 
disease  before  commencing  that  of  the  breast,  but  the 
former  proving  more  extensive  than  had  been  pre- 
viously ascertained,  and  more  room  bemir  required, 
the  incision  was  at  once  extended  to  the  lower  part 
of  the  sternum.  The  upper  incision  was  t-ext  made, 
the  two  including  an  elliptical  portion  of  integument 
of  great  extent.  The  dissection  was  co<umenced  in 
the  axilla  from  below  upwards ;  tbe  tbomcica  longior 
with  its  veins  and  nerves  was  removed  with  the  glan- 
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^mV  tnam'aj^odedrtf**  sHAh^lsnnour  she 
-  djsssjctcd  .of.  *  Mm7  »*«d*  MViwd  ligatures;  four 
sutures  were  inserted,  and  the  in  teguments  were  farther 
supported  by  straps  of  Morrison's  transparent  adhesive^ 
104.  vtus  dressed  this  morning'  with  the  same 
^dressing  fc  looking  very  well. 
'  21st.  Convalescent. 


\/ 


DOUBLE   HYOROCBLB. 


Jacob   Handyside,  aged  51,  Bedlington,  admitted 

May  2, 1844,  with  double  hydrocele.  HrftSary:— When 

48  yean  old  be  hurt  the  left  testicle  by  a-  blow,  for 

-which  he  was  leeched,  and  since  that  there  has  always 

existed  a  greater  fulness  of  the  left  side  of  the  scrotum 

than  of  the  right ;  within  the  test  sen  years,  however,  it 

became  much  larger,  and  the  existence  of  hydrocele 

was  evident.    Seven  years  ago  he  was  operated  on  by 

'injection,  having  previously  bad  the  scrotum  twice 

•  simply  tapped*  The  hydrocele retwsmdwilh  pain  in  the 

-  lumbar  regions,  and  numbness  and  debility  of  the  legs; 

-*  the  left  side  of  the  scrotum  being  more  distended  than 

1  the  right     Has  been  an  exceedingly  healthy  man 

'  unto  within  the  last  seven  months.    Appetite  good} 

'  bowels  regular.  Two  of  the  pilula  rbei  cum  hydrarygro 

-occasionally. 

'  7tb.  Sir  John  Rfe  operated  on  the  left  side 
•only,  by  incision,  making  an  opening  of  about  three 
Caches  long  into  the  cavity,  and  excising  a  portion 
«of  the  tunica  vaginalis,  which  was  thickened  ;  he  then 
.  ^introduced  a  small  piece  of  silk  ligature  thread  into 
ibe  cavity,  its  end  hanging  oat ;  the  edges  were  drawn 
together  by  a  ligature,  and  the  scrotum  was  places!  in 
a  shallow  boat-shaped  suspensary  bandage. 

9th.  Much  tenderness  and  inflammation  about  the 
scrotum. 

10th.  Dressed  with  turpentine  ointment. 
:21st  Convalescent 

FISTULA   IN  ANO. 

Win.  Plitts,  aged  32,  admitted  May  2nd,  with  fistnla 
in  ano,  of   seven  months'  duration;  cannot  assign 

y  particular  circumstance  as  the  cause  of  it— thinks 
cit  might  be  cold.  Florid  complexion;  enjoys  good 
. .  health,  but  previously  was  occasionally  troubled  with 
•acid  eructations  and  slight  headaches ;  no  pain  nor 
fulness  in  the  hypochondria.  Bowels  previously  in- 
clined to  be  costive.  Commenced  with  a  chronic- 
abscess  in  the  left  perineum,  below  the  fold  of  the 
glutKus  maximus  \  had  not  much  pain  accompanying  its 
formation.  It  was  opened,  and  there  is  a  fistulous 
opening,  communicating  higher  up  with  the  gut;  another 
.abscess  has  formed,  which  also  communicates  by  the 
~ame  opening  with  the  rectum. 

4>th.  Ordered  an  ounce  of  castor  oil. 

7th.  Sir  John  Fife  operated  in  the  usual  manner  with 
-a  probe-pointed  bistoury,  opening  the  first  sinus  into  the 
rectum ;  then,  on  introducing  the  finger  point,  he  dis- 
covered another  sinus  running  towards  an  abscess  in 
the  perineum,  which  he  also  freely  opened.  The 
incisions  were  filled  with  lint  and  covered  by  a  soft 
dressing. 

.8th.  Dressed  with  the  same  dressing. 

*9tb.  Going  on  well ;  no  pain. 

.21st  Convalescent. 


PROVINCIAi.  n-.,v 

JNcfciral  fc  &ttt«ji«tl  9*ftro«l< 

WEDNESDAY,  MAY  2*  1844. 


The  statement  recently  pot  forth  by  the  Society 
of  Apothecaries,  isotwitbatarjdlng  the  manner  in 
which  it  lias  been  received  by  some  of  our  con- 
temporaries, has  many  claims  to  the  attention  of 
those  who  are  desirous  of  seeing  our  Medical 
Institutions  in  a  sound  and  effective  condition.  It 
is  quite  possible,  that  the  Society  may  be  disposed 
to  take  too  much  credit,  for  the  unquestionable 
improvement  which  has  taken  place  in  the  qualifi- 
cations of  their  licentiates,  since  the  passing  of  the 
Act  of  1815.  They  may  have  over-estimated  the 
efficiency  of  their  prescribed  coarse  of  study,  and 
of  their  subsequent  examinations,  and  may  not  have 
made  sufficient  allowance  for  the  influence  of  the 
genera]  increase  of  knowledge  in  all  departments 
of  the  medical  profession,  arising  from  the  more 
ready  access  to  sources  of  information,  and,  above 
all,  from  the  development  of  a  higher  degree  of 
intelligence  in  the  community  at  large.  Still  k 
cannot  be  doubted  that  the  Apothecaries  have, 
for  the  most  part,  well  discharged  the  duties 
imposed  upon  them  by  the  Act,  m  regard  to  the 
education  and  qualification  of  their  members  since 
that  period. 

A  table  is  given  in  ••The  Statement, "  which 
contains  an  account  of  the  number  of  candidates 
for  the  licence,  examined,  rejected,  and  passed  in 
each  year,  since  1815,  up  to  the  present  time.  We 
&ave  been  at  the  pains  to  analyse  this  table,  and 
to  calculate  the  proportion  of  the  rejections. 

During  the  first  twelve  years,  considerable 
variation  seems  to  have  existed,  the  proportion  of 
the  rejected  in  each  annual  period  ranging  from  one 
in  ten  to  one  in  twenty-three,  of  those  examined  ; 
the  average  for  the  whole  of  this  term  being  about 
one  in  fifteen.  The  greatest  number  examined  in 
any  one  year  of  this  period,  (from  August  1, 1825, 
to  July  31,  1836,)  waa  488  j  the  proportion 
rejected  being  one  in  eleven.  The  smallest  number 
examined  in  any  one  year,  of  the  same  term,  (from 
August  1, 1815,  to  July  31,  1816,)  was  185  j  the 
proportion  rejected  being  one  in  fifteen.  Taking 
the  six  years  in  which  the  number  of  those  examined 
waa  the  smallest,  (ranging  from  185  to  297.)  the 
pwpettion  rejected  wan  one  m  ss^:  of  the  six 
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yearn  in  which  the*  number  df  the  examined  we*4hav»  been  l*r*J»*»  au^JMU^tas^ng  :pf;  the 


**ts^(ftntm* te«3«u4«f)tfcfm- 
portiou  rejected,  was  rather  more  than  one  in 
thirteen* 

In  the  years  1826,  1687, 1S28>  and  1829,  addi- 
done  were  made  to  the  course  of  study ;  and  in  the 
year  1830,  the  regulations  of  the  Court  of  Ex- [strict  enough 
aminers  underwent  a  careful  revision.  It  is  (lin- 
gular that  from  this  period  there  should  have  been 
not  only  an  increase  in  the  proportion  of  the 
rejected ;  an  event,  perhaps,  to  have  been  antici- 
pated from  toe  increased  requirements  in  the 
qualifications  of  the  candidates,  but  also  a  great 
degree  of  regularity  in  this  proportion,  which  is  the 
more  remarkable,  as  the  resuhs  of  former  yearn  had,, 
in  this  respect,  as  we  have  seen,  varied  considerably. 

The  second  period,  terminating  July  31st,  of 
last  year,  includes  sixteen  years.  The  proportion 
rejected  in  the  year  1830^31,  that  in  which  the 
revision  of  the  regulations  took  place,  wasooe  in 
lour;  in  the  year  ending  August  31, 1836,  one  in 
five ;  and  in  each  of  the  other  annual  periods, 
either  one  in  six,  or  one  in  seven.  The  greatest 
number  examined  in  any  one  year  of  this  second 
period  was  in  1836-7,  and  amounted  to  623.  The 
smallest  was  in  1832-3,  when  the  number  of  the 
examined  amounted  to  363. 

In  the  first  period,  of  twelve  years,  it  will  be 
observed,  that  the  average  proportion  of  the 
rejected  and  the  examined  in  some  measure  cor- 
responds with  the  number  of  candidates  for 
examination,  beiog  greater  when  the  number 
examined  was  greater,  and  less  when  the  number 
examined  was  smaller.  In  the  second  period,  of 
sixteen  years,  no  such  variation  occurs.  The  fair' 
conclusions  dedocible  from  the  preceding  details, 
are,  that  the  course  of  study  adopted  during  the 
latter  period  is  efficient,  and  probably  as  extensive, 
as  under  existing  circumstances  can  well  be  followed 
out  with  advantage  within  the  period  allotted  to  it, 
and  that  the  examinations  during  the  same  period 
have  been  such  as  were,  upon  the  whole,  calculated 
to  ascertain  the  qualifications  of  those  who  under- 
went them.  In  coming  to  these  conclusions  we  are 
quite  aware  that  the  grounds  upon  which  they  are 
founded  do  not  actually  include  the  exact  rate  of 
qualification.  This  will  be  most  readily  ascertained 
by  an  examination  of  the  concse  of  study  required. 


acquirements  of  she  eandMates  fcr  Ibc'  tioenot  is 

concerned*  it  is  sufficiently  apparent  that  of  late 
years  at  least,  the  mode -of  examination  pursued 
must  have  been  uniform  and  fair,  and  with  regard 
to  the  standard  assumed,  whatever  that  may  be, 
to  ensure   a   compliance  with  its 


We  have  remarked,  that  the  Society  of  Apothe- 
caries may  posssibly  be  disposed  to  take  more 
credit  for  the  improvement  in  the  acquirements  of 
the  general  practitioner,  than  perhaps  strictly 
belongs  to  them)  and  it  must  not  be  forgotten, 
that  these  smreiosmeats  have  been  for  the  most  part 
attained  m  schools  of  medicine  and  surgery,  over 
which  they  have  had  little  or  no  controul.  The 
Apothecaries  have,  however,  the  merit  of  having 
required  from  their  own  licentiates,  such  an  amount 
of  Qualification  as  has  entitled  them  in  every  respect 
to  public  confidence.  The  testimony  of  many  very 
eminent  members  of  the  profession  has  been  re- 
corded upon  4ms  point  before  a  Committee  of  toe 
tlouse  of  Commons,  and  among  others,  that  of  Sir 
Henry  Halford,  then  President  of  the  College  of 
Pbysieians<i  Dr.  Seymour  $  Sir  David  Barry ; 
Mr.  Guthrie,  then  President  of  the  College  of 
Surgeons ;  Sir  Astley  Cooper  j  and  Mr.  R.  D. 
Grainger. 

It  is  probable  that  the  uncertainty  in  which  the 
long  anticipated  measure,  which  is  to  regulate  all 
these  matters,  is  involved,  will  in  the  course 
of  a  very  few  days  be  dissipated.  To  speculate 
upon  its  provisions  now  would  be  idle — to  attempt 
to  alter  them  futile— but  unless  the  system  of 
Medical  Education  proposed  therein  shall  be  full, 
efficient,  and  every  way  satisfactory,  and  the 
regulation  of  it  placed  in  the  right  quarters,  one, 
perhaps  the  most  important,  of  the  objects  of  those 
who  have  called  for  it,  will  be  defeated,  and  the 
public,  as  well  as  the  medical  profession,  will 
experience  grievous  disappointment  and  ultimate 
wrong. 


Diseases  qf  the  Lungs  from  Mechanical  Cause*;  emd 
Inquiries  into  the  Condition  of  the  Artisans  ex- 
posed to  the  Inhalation  qf  Dust.  By  O.  Calvbrt 
Holland,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Physician  Extraordinary  to 
the  Sheffield  General  Infirmary  ;  Ac.  Ac.  London : 
1843.    pp.100. 


In  noticing  the  work  before  us,  we  shall  pass  over 
The  standard  may  have  been  high,  or  it  may  I  the  first  two  chapters,  referring  to  the  eveussstaness 
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io  which  the  disease  occurs,  and  tbe  actios  of  the 
inhaled  noxious  particles  on  tbe  respiratory  organs. 
There  are  few,  we  believe,  in  tbe  present  day,  who  will, 
with  Lacunae,  question  tbe  fatal  influence  on  the  res- 
piratory organs  of  habitually  inhaling  an  atmosphere 
loaded  with  dust  of  various  descriptions.  The  work 
of  Dr.  Hastings,  on  inflammation  of  the  mucous 
membrane  of  tbe  lungs;  long  ago  drew  attention  to  the 
pernicious  effects  experienced  by  tbe  Worcester  glovers, 
from  tbe  breathing  of  an  atmosphere  charged  with 
fine  particles  of  lesther  and  pummice-stone,  while 
several  foreign  authors  hare  shown  the  mischiefs 
arising  in  a  similar  manner  amongst  stone-cutters  and 
those  engaged  in  grinding  articles  of  cutlery.  The 
researches  of  Dr.  Holland  hare  been  carried  on 
in  reference,  chiefly,  to  the  effects  of  this  last 
occupation,  and  afford  much  valuable  information  on 
those  forms  of  pulmonary  disease,  arising  from  the 
inhalation  of  fine  particles  of  dust,  which  occur  among 
the  hard-ware  manufacturers  of  Sheffield. 

A  point  of  much  interest  discussed  by  the  author 
in  connection  with  this  subject,  is  the  modification 
which  phthisis  undergoes  from  a  difference  in  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  it  occurs,  and  his  opinions 
will  be  found  of  the  more  importance,  as  they  apply 
not  only  to  the  forms  of  pulmonary  disease  observed 
among  the  Sheffield  grinders,  but  are  capable  of  being 
extended  to  phthisical  affections,  wherever  they  occur. 
They  are  also  not  merely  speculative,  but  if  correct, 
and  from  considerable  experience  in  a  similar  class  of 
affections,  we  are  enabled  to  afford  our  testimony  on 
this  bead,  they  are  of  much  practical  value  in  the 
treatment  of  various  forms  of  phthisis  and  chronic 
bronchial  disease. 

In  the  ordinary  and  constitutional  forms  of  phthisis, 
as  we  see  it  developed  in  persons  of  a  scrofulous 
diathesis  or  otherwise  debilitated  powers,  Dr.  Holland 
contends,  "that  the  pulmonary  affection  springs  out 
<f  a  condition  of  the  animal  system  prone  to  deterio- 
ration and  decay;'*  and  "that  this  condition  is  more 
frequently  a  cause  than  an  effect  of  the  local  malady, 
whether  this  be  seated  in  the  lungs,  kidneys,  or  any 
important  gland,  or  series  of  glands.  In  such  cases, 
according  to  the  varying  powers  of  the  constitution, 
tbe  progress  of  the  disease  is  more  or  less  rapid,  may 
be  protracted  indefinitely,  or  arrested  for  years. 

"  In  the  artisans  exposed  to  the  influence  of  gritty 
and  metallic  particles,"  observes  Dr.  Holland  on  the 
other  hand,  "  the  predisposition  and  the  pulmonary 
affection  can  only  be  an  occasional  concomitant; 
therefore,  the  vital  powers,  so  far  from  accelerating 
the  progress  of  the  loca  disease  from  constitutional 
debility,  struggle  with  vigorous  efforts  to  resist  the 
inroads  of  it.  The  success  with  which  the  contest  is 
maintained  is  pourtrayed  in  the  comparatively  healthy 
expression  of  the  body,  and  in  the  average  duration  of 
the  malady.  With  the  exception  of  the  lungs,  the 
animal  system  possesses  considerable  vigour,  and  the 


important  functions  of  life  continue,  during  the 
incipient  progress  of  the  tuberculous  degeneration, 
and  other  forms  of  pulmonary  disease,  to  be  performed 
with  almost  wonted  activity.  The  striking  external 
signs  of  constitutional  phthisis,  such  ss  the  Leaco- 
phlegmatic,  or  scrofulous  habit,  the  fair  complexion, 
narrow  chest,  and  white  teeth,  are  not  constant,  but 
only  occasional  symptoms.  The  ample  chest  and 
well  knit  muscular  powers  are  no  protection  against 
the  agency  of  the  external  cause.  Such  conditions 
may  retard  for  a  time  the  ravages  of  the  morbid  action, 
but  this  ultimately  prevails." 

.  The  broad  distinctions  which  characterise  the  pul- 
monary affection  in  the  class  of  artizans  to  whom  tbe 
observations  of  Dr.  Holland  more  especially  refer,  are, 
in  his  own  words,  as  follows : — 

"  I.  The  disease  occurs,  not  generally  from  any 
constitutional  predisposition,  but  from  the  irritation 
of  a  mechanical  cause.  Where  the  predisposition 
exists,  as  indicated  by  a  scrofulous  habit,  narrow 
chest,  and  weak  muscular  powers,  the  artisan  is  pecu- 
liarly liable  to  the  malady,  and  falls  an  early  victim  to 
it.  On  the  contrary,  when  the  individual  possesses  s 
vigorous  and  well  developed  frame,  tbe  system  exerts 
itself  to  ward  off  tbe  morbid  action,  and  for  a  time 
succeeds,  or  limits  in  an  important  degree,  the  influ- 
ence of  it.  In  such  a  case  there  is  difficulty  of 
breathing,  though  not  distressing  in  its  character, 
accompanied  with  manifest  irritation  of  the  larynx, 
trachea,  or  bronchial  tubes,  with  frequent  cough  and 
expectoration  of  mucus,  mixed  with  the  inhaled  dust. 

"  2.  The  duration  of  the  disease  is  generally  pro- 
tracted. The  average  duration  of  constitutional 
phthisis  is  stated  by  writers  to  be  about  nine  months ; 
in  the  grinder,  the  average  will  be  years,  counting 
from  the  accession  of  difficulty  of  breathing,  bronchial 
irritation,  congh,  and  expectoration.  No  doubt  these 
frequently  exist,  when  there  is  no  evidence  of  tuber- 
culous degeneration  of  the  lungs.  The  grinder 
seldom,  if  ever,  applies  for  medical  aid  in  the  incipient 
stages  of  the  malady.  The  symptoms  are  not 
sufficiently  severe  to  interfere  with  his  daily  occupa- 
tions, and  so  reckless  is  he  of  the  consequences 
which  inevitably  flow  from  them,  that  they  scarcely 
rouse  him  to  reflection.  As  we  have  been  engaged 
for  years  in  investigating  the  condition  of  this  class 
of  artisans,  our  occasions  for  studying  the  disease, 
in  all  its  stages,  have  necessarily  been  numerous. 
Ordinary  professional  opportunities  would  not  have 
furnished  all  the  required  information  bearing  on 
the  subject ;  and  the  least  interesting  is  certainly  not 
that  which  is  derived  from  the  early  symptoms  of  the 
malady,  and  its  various  modifications. 

"  3.  The  artisan,  except  where  a  consumptive  diathesis 
exists,  is,  with  the  exception  of  the  pulmonary  affection, 
in  health.  The  appetite  is  generally  good,  the  diges- 
tive powers  vigorous,  and  the  complicated  process 
iif  assimilation  seldom  exhibits  much  derangement. 
Daring  the  continuance  of  the  incipient  symptoms,  tbe 
fleshy  appearance  of  the  body  is  little  diminished ;  tbe 
individual  stoops  forward,  which  arises  in  part  from  the 
bent  position  in  which  he  works,  as  well  as  from  the 
habitual  cough  with  which  he  is  troubled:  in  our 
opinion,  largely  from  the  latter  cause.  The  expression 
of  the  countenance  is  often  indicative  of  suffering. 
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breathing  and  to  secure  tolrrnhnr  nights. 


"4.  In  the  advanced  stages  of  the  disease,  there  ii 
less  alteration  Hum  in  ordinary  phthisis,— the  breathing 
habitually  mere  diOcolt,  and  the  expectoration  per- 
haps  more  copious.  The  pupil  of  the  eye  is  seldom 
much  dilated;  nor  are  the  teeth  whiter  Thfcpulse $ 
frequently  as  low  as  eighty  or  eighty-fire  p^TJJMfVk 
the  minute.  The  countenance,  in  this  stage,  eik&Sbit* 
great  anxiety.'*  **  . 

Much  interesting  and  valuable  information  will  be' 
found,  in  the  subsequent  chapters,  on  the  symptoms  of 
the  disease  during  its  development  and  progress,  and 
in  particular  on  an  important  classification  of  the  cases 
in  the  last  oradvanced  stages ;  on  the  various  incidental 
ejections  to  which  grinders  are  liable,  and  on  the 
.subject  of  pathology.  These,  however,  we  must  pass 
over,  and  hasten  to  conclude  our  notice  by  making  a 
few  observations  on  the  treatment. 

"It  will  readily  be  imagined," as  the  author  observes, 
"that  in  the  aggravated  stages  of  the  disease,  and  in 
constitutions  naturally  delicate,  or  undermined  by  dis- 
sipated habits,  art  will  be  of  little  avail  in  arresting  the 
prog iesa  of  decay,  or  in  affording  any  substantial 
relief."  This  is  in  accordance  with  the  general 
experience  of  practical  authorities,  ss  well  in  these  as 
in  other  forms  of  chronic  pulmonary  degeneration* 
The  main  value  of  Dr.  Holland's  remarks,  under  this 
head,  arises  from  the  distinction  which  he  has  so  wef 
pointed  out,  in  the  circumstances  under  which  the~aflneo|  attacks  of  bronchitis  and  pulmonary  catarrh,  after  the 
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Tincture 
of  isecaeuaaha,  oxymel  of  suwHI,  and  syrup  of 
psjppies,  in  camphor  mixture,  mucBege,  •  otanonttoa  of 
Isauorice  or  liverwort,  are  those  recommended  as 
asost  useful ;  and  iu  form  of  pill,  equal  parts  of  storax, 
Dover's  powder,  and  blue  pill,  two  or  three  to  be  taken 
at  bed  time,  or  one  thsee  times  a  day. 

We  have  seen  much  benefit  from  general  measures 
similar  to  those  hero  recommended,  hut  we  have' 
doubts  how  far  this  benefit  is  to  be  ascribed  to 
tjiaVxpectorant  properties  of  the  medicinal  agents. 
The  chief  utility  of  the  so-called  expectorants,  in 
similar  affections,  would  seem  to  be,  in  so  modifying 
the  action  of  opium  as  to  enable  us  to  exhibit  the 
various  preparations  of  that  invaluable vemedy,  without 
the  injurious  consequences  on  she  secretions  which 
result  from  its  employment  uncombined. 

After  some  improvement  has  resulted  from  the 
use  of  some  or  all  of  the  preceding  measures,  tonics 
mi  various  descriptions  are  advised,  commencing 
with  mild  vegetable  bitter  infusions  combined  with 
expectorants ;  and,  among  these,  the  compound  cusci- 
rilla  mixture  is  considered  to  be  the  most  important. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  main  features  of  the 

treatment  here  laid  down  correspond  with  that  recom- 

by  Dr.  Graves,  in  his  Clinical  Medicine,  in 


lion  makes  its  earlier  inroads  on  the  integrity  of  the. 
nnlmottnry  structure,  and  to  which  we  have  before 
alluded,  asking  applicable  to  other  forms  of  chronic 
pulmonary  disesse. 

In  the  case,  where  an  individual  of  good  general 
fceefeh  and;  robust  constitution  becomes  the  subject  of 
pulmonary  disease,  arising  from  the  inhalation  of 
gritty  particles,  the  medical  measures  recommended, 
and  from  which  the  greatest  benefit  is  said  to  have 
been  derived,  are,  externally,  leeches,  from  four  to  six, 
and  sometimes  fewer,  st  a  time,  repeated  according  to 
circumstances,  and  occasionally  followed  by  small 
blisters.  "  perhaps  two  inches  squase ;"  internally, 
emetics  when  the  cough  is  harrassiog  and  the  expec- 
toration copious;  expectorants,  aJiesntives,  and  tonics. 
The  form  of  emetic  usually  prescribed,  is  a  scruple  of 
ipecacuanha,  with  one  grain  of  tartar  emetic ;  but  a 
•caution  is  given  with  regard  to  the  use  of  the  anti- 
monial,  on  account  of  the  aevete  depression  which  it 
nometinses  occasions*  Dr.  Holland  has  frequently 
observed  great  benefit  from  the  emetic  when  judi- 
ciously employed,  and  ascribes  its  good  effects  not 
to  any  change  produced  in  the  condition  of  the 
stomach,  hut  u  to  the  violent  action  of  the  respi- 
ratory organs,  by  which  the  circulation  in  the  lungs 
is  occasionally  immensely  facilitated."  Expectorants 
are  considered  to  be  of  great  service  when  employed 
in  oosjanction  with  leeches  and  blisters,  but  alone, 
is  often  very  Hinted.  They  are  said 
the  irritating  cough,  and   the 


ncute  symptoms  have  been  relieved.  In  short,  at  this 
period  the  disease,  though  arising  from  different  causes, 
and  occurring  under  different  circumstances,  becomes, 
as  regards  its  essential  pathological  condition,  the  same* 
We  cannot,  however,  here  enter  more  at  length  into 
these  considerations. 

With  regard  to  the  treatment  of  the  other  form  of 
the  disesse  described  by  Dr.  Holland,  we  fear  little 
can  be  said.  Tonics,  removal  to  the  country,  and 
generous  living,  may  sometimes  afford  temporary 
teoefit;  but,  as  the  author  observes,  this  constitutes 
the  exception  rather  than  the  rule. 

The  tabular  views  and  observations  on  the  mortality 
and  general  physical  and  mental  condition  of  the 
different  classes  of  the  Sheffield  artisans,  in  the  seventh 
chapter,  with  which  the  treatise  concludes,  are  highly 
instructive,  and  may  suggest  the  employment  of  pre- 
cautionary measures,  calculated  to  obviate  some,  at  least, 
of  the  evils,  under  the  accumulated  influence  of  which, 
so  msny  of  them  sink  into  an  early  grave. 


BIRMINGHAM  PATHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY. 
Waite*  Fnxxn,  Esq.,  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Russell  brought  before  the  Society  a  specimen 
of  carcinoma  affecting  the  mamma  of  a  woman  named 
Hannah  Wilson,  aged  38,  aad  extending  into  the 
muscles  lying  underneath,  and  to  the  skin  of  the 
breast,  where  some  of  the  deposits  were  in  a  state  of 
ulceration,  especially  around  the  nipple. 

Mr.  Russell  then  read  a  case  similar  to  the  one 
from  which  the  specimen  was  obtained,  an  follows  i— 
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April  28,  1841.  Mrs.  P.,  a  young  woman  30  years 
of  age,  culled  to  consult  me  about  her  loft  breast,  which 
had  been  painful  for  tome  weeka  past,  but  the  pain  in 
it  bad  increased,  and  it  bad  become  hard  and  inflamed. 
She  was  six  months  advanced  in  her  first  pregnancy, 
and  was  in  other  respects  in  good  health.  The  breast 
was  red  on  the  surface,  bard,  and  immoveable,  and 
large  blue  veins  were  visible  over  the  breast,  and  about 
the  adjacent  integument.  The  breast  was  not  very 
painful  when  pressed  upon.  It  had  all  the  appearance 
of  a  carcinomatous  breast,  and  yet  her  age,  the  situa- 
tion in  which  she  then  was,  and  the  nipple  not  being 
retracted,  led  me  to  hope  that  when  she  was  put  to 
bed  the  present  unpromising  aspect  might  change. 
Leeches  were  applied,  and  afterwards  poultices  made 
with  crumbs  of  bread  and  decoction  of  hemlock. 
Very  little  alteration  in  the  appearance  of  the  breast 
occurred,  except  slight  superficial  ulceration  of  the 
integument,  until  the  14th  of  August,  when  she  was 
taken  in  labour,  and  after  a  natural  and  rather  easy 
labour,  she  was  delivered.  I  left  her  very  comfortable, 
but  was  called  up  in  the  middle  of  the  night  in  conse- 
quence of  hemorrhage,  occasioned  by  an  overheated? 
room.  On  the  third  day  after  her  delivery  she  had 
symptoms  of  fever,  which  was  attended  by  consider- 
able delirium.  Her  breast  was  exceedingly  painful, 
and  the  superficial  ill-conditioned  ulcers  increased  in 
number.  The  fever  did  not  assume  any  of  the  ordi- 
nary forms  of  puerperal  fever,  but  more  the  nature  of 
the  fever  of  irritation,  and  she  died  on  the  28th  of  the 
same  month*  fourteen  days  after  her  confinement 
The  healthy  breast  did  not  secrete  much. 
*  Mr.  Russell  then  read  the  following  case,  from 
which  the  specimen  before  the  Society  was  taken : — 

Hannah  Wilson,  aged  38,  had  been  married  fifteen 
years,  and  had  had  six  children.  She  had  always 
lived  tolerably  well,  and  had  enjoyed  good  health  np 
to  the  period  of  her  marriage.  Her  mother  had  died 
of  consumption  j  the  other  members  of  her  family 
bad  been  healthy,  but  ahe  had  an  aunt  who  had  died 
from  cancerous  disease.  She  stated  that  she  had  had 
two  miscarriages,  and  that  she  always  had  difficult 
labours,  which  were  attended  by  a  good  deal  of  dis- 
charge. She  suckled  her  children,  but  during  lactation 
had  always  pain  in  her  breast  from  exposure  to  cold  ; 
the  cutamenia  had  been  healthy,  but  she  suffered  much 
from  leucorrhcga.  The  first  symptoms  of  the  present 
affection  of  her  breast  occurred  when  she  was  about 
three  months  advanced  in  her  present  pregnancy.  It 
commenced  with  aching  pain,  and  a  hard  substance 
formed  above  the  nipple.  The  pain  continued  to 
increase  in  severity,  and  the  hardness  to  extend  itself, 
and  she  then  applied  to  me.  The  breast  was  very  hard 
and  inflamed  over  its  whole  surface.  It  was  extremely 
painful  and  sore  when  pressed  upon.  Large  blue 
veins  were,  observed  upon  the  skin  surrounding  the 
inflamed  breast.  Leeches  and  fomentations  were 
applied,  but  no  relief  whatever  was  obtained  from 
them. 

October  28th.  The  pain  bad  greatly  increased,  and 
had  become  lancinating,  disturbing  her  night's  rest. 
Her  genesal  health  appeared  greatly  affected,  and  her 
cesn&snanoe  wore  the-  aspect  of  a  person  suffering 
f Kpm  camuoineftMts  disease  The  breast  itself  was  not 
mneh  increased  in  sine,  but  the  subcutaneous  cellular 
tissue  was  become  of  a  cartilaginous  texture,  and  this 


induration  extended  over  the  sttmnsn,  into  the  axilla* 
and  above  and  below  the  breast.  The  intagumeals 
over  the  breast  presented  a  cutaneous  eruption,  the 
cuticle  being  slightly  elevated.  The  nipple  was  large 
and  prominent ;  the  areola  covered  with  a  scattered  and 
superficial  ulceration.  She  Buffered  exceedingly  from 
pain ;  had  no  appetite,  and  her  general  health  appeared 
to  be  suffering.  The  pulse  was  feeble  and  quiet.  At  this 
period  I  gave  her  the  terchloride  of  carbon,  beginning 
with  tivo  drops  each  dose.  I  gradually  increased  it 
until  she  took  six  drops  three  times  in  the  day ;  at  the 
same  time  a  lotion,  containing  two  drachms  of  the 
terchloride  to  a  half  pint  of  distilled  water,  was 
applied  to  the  breast.  I  may  at  once  report  that  I 
did  not  perceive  the  slightest  benefit  to  result  from 
this  medicine. 

November  7th.  Was  confined  to  her  bed ;  the  disease 
had  continued  increasing ;  the  pain  was  most  excru- 
ciating; the  induration  had  extended  towards  the 
axilla  ;  the  arm  and  forearm  began  to  swell.  Several 
isolated  tubercles  were  to  be  seen,  principally  on  the 
sternal  side  of  the  breast.  The  induration  towards  the 
axilla  continued  increasing,  and  also  the  swelling  of 
the  arm  and  forearm.  With  these  increased  symptoms 
of  pain  and  misery,  her  bodily  health  rapidly  gave 
way.  She  was  delivered,  after  a  very  easy  labour, 
early  in  the  morning  of  November  25th,  and  died  the 
day  following.  On  examining  the  body,  no  morbid 
appearances  presented  themselves,  excepting  the 
breast,  the  part  then  before  the  Society. 

Toe  pvecedtng  cases,  observed  Mr.  Russell,  appear 
to  derive  their  interest,  in  the  first  place,  from  the 
early  period  of  life,  at  which  they  occurred,  vis,  at 
a  period  when  the  periodical  discharges  were  in  full 
activity;  from  their  commencing  during  pregnancy, 
and  from  the  circumstance  of  pregnancy  appearing  to 
favour  the  development  of  the  disease,  and  to  favour 
the  rapidity  with  which  they  proceeded  to  a  fatal 
termination. 

Mr.  Russell  then  brought  before  the  Society  a  right 
kidney,  perfectly  healthy  in  structure,  but  surrounded 
by  an  enormous  quantity  of  fat,  in  which  were  situated 
numerous  collections  of  cheesy  matter,  resembling 
crude  tubercle,  varying  from  the  size  of  a  walnut  to 
that  of  a  pea,  enclosed  in  capsules  ;  varying  also  in 
consistence,  some  being  so  soft  as  to  have  the  appear- 
ance of  pus. 

Mr.  Russell  read  the  following  history  of  the  case 
from  which  he  had  obtained  the  specimen  : — 

October  2,  1843.  I  was  summoned  to  Mr.  M.  D* 
aged  73,  a  healthy  looking  old  gentleman,  of  fuQ 
habit.  He  was  complaining  of  very  violent  pain  in  the 
left  side  of  the  epigastrium.  He  ascribed  it  to  so 
indigestible  meal  he  had  taken ;  his  bowels,  he  said, 
were  regular;  he  had  no  vomiting.  I  ordered  bis* 
blue  pill  and  opium,  with  salts  and  senna. 

He  passed  a  disturbed  night,  and  on  the  following 
morning  I  found  that  he  had  had  no  evacuation  from 
the  bowels.  He  was  complaining  of  intense  pain  in 
the  left  side  of  the  epigastrium,  and  in  the  left  side  of 
the  neck ;  he  lay  on  bis  left  side,  with  bis  hips  and 
knees  much  flexed,  and  was  quite  unable  to  make  any 
alteration  in  his  position,  on  account  of  the  pains  m 
the  neck  and  in  the  stomach  which  he  suffered  from  any 
motion,  and  especially  from  extension  of  the  hips.  There 
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was  no  tenderness  in  the  abdomen ;  bat  pressure  on  the 
epigastrium  gave  rise  to  pain  in  the  neck.  Abdomen 
rigid,  not  much  swollen ;  no  sickness;  pulse,  80;  no 
fcver.  An  enema,  with  Dr.  O'Beime's  tube,  and  one- 
sixth  of  a  drop  of  croton  oil,  with  morphia  and  colocynth, 
every  two  boors. 

He  continued  much  in  the  same  state  until  the  fourth 
day  of  his  illness ;  the  pain  gradually  left  him  ;  the 
pulse  continued  between  80  and  96* ;  the  abdomen 
became  tympanitic,  with  dullness  over  the  csscnm  and 
ascending  colon.  He  presented  no  sign  of  exhaustion, 
but  had  hiccough.  The  enemata  were  continued,  with 
croton  pills  and  the  warm  bath. 

On  the  fourth  day  (October  5th)  he  passed  three 
liquid  and  very  foetid  stools,  but  seemed  little  relieved. 
Vomiting  of  dark  green  liqnid,  came  on,  and  con- 
tinued throughout  the  day,  to  the  extent  of  two  quarts. 
His  pulse  remained  92,  firm  and  regular.  He  was 
becoming  more  exhausted.    Enema  of  colocynth. 

He  had  no  stool  on  the  succeeding'  day;  but  the 
vomiting  was  checked  by  opium. 

On  October  7th,  the  sixth  day,  he  had  five  liquid 
stools,  with  appearance  of  recent  bile.  The  succeeding 
day  was  again  passed  without  any  evacuation  ;  but  on 
October  9th,  a  colocynth  enema  brought  away  a  pint  of 
liquid  faeces.  Hitherto  be  had  shown  no  sign  of 
amendment,  his  abdomen  had  become  less  distended, 
nod  the  dnlness  less  marked;  but  he  was  much 
exhausted,  though  without  fever.  Took  little  nourish- 
ment, and  was  very  much  annoyed  by  constant 
hiccough ;  his  tongue  had  become  cleaner ;  he  had 
no  return  of  the  vomiting.  He  now  (October  9th) 
began  to  improve  perceptibly ;  his  bowels  responded 
to  purgative  medicine  ;  he  recovered  strength  and 
appetite,  and  was  able  to  sit  up.    The  hiccough  left. 

On  October  18th,  the  sixteenth  day,  after  rather  a  full 
meal,  he  was  seized  with  a  rigor,  and  afterwards  sud- 
denly became  insensible.  I  was  summoned  hastily, 
and  found  him  in  a  state  of  reaction ;  his  skin  hot, 
face  flushed,  conjunctiva)  turgid,  pulse  full  and  vibrat- 
ing, sensibility  somewhat  restored ;  but  he  still  remained 
much  confused,  and  had  lost  all  power  of  voluntary 
motion.  His  tongue  was  foul,  but  it  did  not  deviate. 
His  urine  had  been  passed  involuntarily.  Leeches 
were  applied ;  and  colocynth  and  calomel  prescribed. 

Under  this  treatment  the  symptoms  of  con- 
gestion soon  subsided,  but  he  continued  to  be 
attacked  with  a  rigor  each  day,  at  nearly  the  same 
hour ;  and  his  case  assumed  all  the  characters  of  inter- 
mittent fever.  We  then  questioned  him,  and  learnt 
that  he  had  resided  in  Rome,  but  was  obliged  to  leave 
on  account  of  very  impaired  health,  the  effect  of 
malaria:  He  returned  to  England,  now  twenty  years 
ago,  and  on  reaching  this  country  suffered  from  a  very 
severe  attack  of  ague,  which  hung  on  him  for  some 
time ;  but  did  not  return  until  the  present  time.  We 
prescribed  quinine,  and  the  rigors  left  him  after 
a  few  days  from  the  period  of  their  accession. 

He  now  again  seemed  to  be  recovering,  but  on 
October  27th,  was  again  seised  with  the  pain  in  the 
loft  hypochondriac  and  lumbar  regions.  He  continued 
orach  depressed  during  too  day ;  bis  bowels  were  twice 
relieved  by  small  doses  of  castor  oil ;  the  stools  were 
healthy.  The  pain  grew  worse  during  the  night*  and 
on  die  following  morning  the  pain  in  the  tip  of  the 
left  shoulder  and  in  the  left  side  of  the  neck  refioroedV 


He  had  neither  sYckness  nor  hiccough.  Pulse  110 ; 
tongue  white,  furred ;  respiration  42 ;  urine,  with  copious 
pink  sediment.  Abdomen  somewhat  tumid ;  free  from 
tenderness.  He  was  cupped  and  purged,  with  some 
relief;  his  pulse  continued  114.  In  three  days  hiccough 
and  vomiting  returned.    His  bowels  were  quite  open. 

During  the  remainder  of  his  illness  he  continued  in 
much  the  same  state,  without  hiccough,  but  with  constant 
rejection  of  his  food.  He  had  little  local  pain ;  but 
the  distension  of  the  abdomen  continued  steadily  to 
increase,  and  there  appeared  a  fulness  in  the  epigas- 
trium. No  careful  examination  could  be  made.  His 
urine  was  copious,  very  muddy,  and  of  a  brown  colour. 
*  Three  days  before  his  death  he  bad  a  sudden  attack 
of  excruciating  pain  in  the  abdomen,  with  prostration ; 
but  without  vomiting.  It  soon  subsided  entirely,  and 
was  not  followed  by  any  tenderness. 

He  died  November  5th,  on  the  thirty-second  day  of 
bis  illness. 

The  body  was  examined  forty  hours  after  death. 

The  limbs  were  rather  emaciated ;  the  abdominal 
muscles  covered  by  a  considerable  thickness  of  fat. 

In  opening  the  abdomen,  between  a  pint  and  a  pint 
and  a  half  of  fluid  escaped ;  it  was  at  first  clear,  but 
soon  became  mixed  with  a  thicker  and  more  turbid 
fluid.  The  transverse  arch  of  the  colon,  very  much  dis- 
tended with  gas,  extended  across  the  abdomen, 'covered 
by  a  fat  omentum ;  it  adhered  slightly  but  generally 
to  the  anterior  wall  of  the  abdomen,  and  divided 
the  abdominal  cavity  into  two  spaces.  Of  these 
spaces  the  lower  one  contained  all  the  small  in  tea - 
\ fines :  they  were  much  collapsed  but  quite  healthy  in 
1  their"  appearance.  It  was  in  this  space  that  the  clear 
fluid  was  contained.  The  upper  space  had  the  appear- 
ance of  a  large  abscess.  It  extended  upwards  beneath  . 
the  diaphragm,  behind  the  sternum  and  false  ribs; 
and  in  front  of  the  liver  and  of  the  great  cul-de-sac  of 
the  stomach,  it  was  lined  by  a  very  thick  but  soft 
false  membrane,  which  covered  the  convex  surface  of 
the  liver,  extending  thence  over  the  great  cul-de-sac 
of  the  stomach.  The  membrane  was  easily  detached, 
leaving  the  surface  of  the  organs  which  it  invested 
apparently  quite  healthy.  A  small  pouch,  connected 
with  the  large  abscess,  passed  under  the  acute  margin 
of  the  right  lobe  of  the  liver,  towards  the  right  kidney. 
This  large  cavity  was  filled  with  fluid  of  a  purulent 
appearance,  of  a  brownish  tinge,  without  any  decided  . 
faecal  odour.  The  pyloric  extremity  of  the  stomach, 
and  the  first  portion  of  the  duodenum  were  united  to 
the  left  lobe  of  the  liver  and  to  the  pancreas. 

The  capsule  of  the  spleen  was  very  much  thickened, 
and  was  intimately  united  to  the  large  extremity  of 
the  stomach.  The  left  kidney  was  healthy,  but,  toge- 
ther with  the  spleen,  was  surrounded  by  an  extraor- 
dinarily copious  deposit  of  fat.  The  right  kidney 
appeared  to  be  enormously  enlarged,  but  preserved  its. 
normal  shape ;  It  adhered  above  to  the  right  lobe  of 
the  liver,  and  below  to  the  csscum.  On  removing  it 
and  slicing  it,  the  appearance  of  enlargement  was 
found  to  be  occasioned  by  an  enormous  quantity  of 
lobulated  fat  deposited  uniformly  around  it,  and 
enclosed  in  a  csHmiar  ceptuJe.  This  fatty  mass 
contained  various  ouUeetiont  of  e  cheesy  matter,  re* 
sesebHng  crude  tubercle,  varying  in  sine  from*  the  sfee 
of.  a  walnut  to  that  of  a  pen*  very-  irregular  in  Skene, 
and  eneiosed  in  ft  enp sole.  In  some  of  these  eoUeettons 
Digitized  by  vjOOvLv  .   ■ 
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the  tubercular  matter  had  the 
ance  of  put,  Om  or  two  similar  deposits  were -found 
in  the  fat  around  the  csscem,  and  many  mora  in  the 
fat  covering  the  spleen.  Minute  yellowish  mataea  of 
a  matter  harder  and  more  brittle  than  that  contained 
in  the  deposits  spoken  of,  were  Mattered  through  the 
great  omentum,  apparently  merely  entangled  in  its 
cellular  tissue. 

The  substance  of  the  liver,  of  the  spleen,  and  of 
both  kidneys  was  quite  healthy ;  the  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  stomach  natural ;  the  large  intestines 
healthy;  the  gallbladder  large,  and  filled  with  thin 
bile ;  the  longs  and  heart  and  the  diaphragm  healthy. 

The  bodies  of  the  vertebra  seemed  quite  healthy. 

Mr.  Russell  said  this  case  had  excited  great  interest 
both  in  his  own  mind,  and  in  bis  son's,  as  well  as  io 
the  mind  of  Dr.  Palmer,  who  had  attended  with  him. 

Dr.  Fletcher  then  brought  before  the  society  a 
morbid  specimen,  exhibiting  dropsy  in  both  ovaries 
and  fibrous  tumours  in  the  uterus;  and  also  a  tumour 
which  contained  a  very  thick  cream-like  matter,  and 
fibrous  bands,  with  minute  vessels  shooting  into  them 
in  all  directions,  with  the  kidneys  and  ureters  attached, 
the  former  much  atrophied  and  absorbed,  the  latter 
very  much  dilated  in  consequence  of  pressure  of  the 
ovaries  upon  their  inferior  portions  preventing  the 
flow  of  urine  down  them. 

The  specimen  was  taken  from  the  body  of  Elixa 
lfacdonald,  aged  48,  who  became  a  patient  of  Dr. 
Fletcher's,  February  »,  1843.  She  complained  of 
pains  in  the  loins,  and  of  having  become  very  weak 
and  emaciated,  and  *st  she  had  been  falling  off  from 
her  usual  health  lor  about  seven  months.  She  had 
ceased' to  meusftmte  for  s  little  longer  period,  but 
Buffered  from  past  fat  the  back  at  those  periods.  She 
had  never  borne  children,  but  had  enjoyed  uniform 
good  health.  On  examination  of  the  abdomen,  a  firm 
hard  tumour  about  the  site  of  a  large  orange,  was 
discovered  in  the  right  iliac  fossa.  On  examination 
per  vaginam,  the  os  uteri  was  found  itry  low  down 
and  very  small. 

This  tumour  gradually  increased  in  size,  and  a 
second  was  afterwards  discovered  in  the  left  iliac  fossa, 
which  again  became  unattainable  to  the  touch,  on  the 
tumour  in  the  right  iliac  fossa  taking  on  an  increased 
development. 


menstrual  periods  were  augmented  in  intensity.  Her 
weakness  and  debility  increased.  The  urine  became 
scanty  in  quantity,  and  coma  came  on  about  a  fortnight 
previous  to  her  death,  so  that  she  did  not  express  her 
sufferings,  for  the  only  indication  of  the  peritonitis, 
discovered  at  the  post-mortem  examination,  that  was 
noticed  by  her  husband  and  constant  attendants,  was 
once  or  twice  her  placing  the  hand  upon  the  abdomen. 

Post-mortem  examination  of  Eliza  Macdonald,  Nov. 
Dth,  1843. 

Body  not  decomposed;  very  emaciated.  A  large 
tumour  occupied  the  inferior  and  right  fourth  of  the 
abdomen.     Head  not  examined. 

Chest,  lungs,  and  heart  healthy.  No  more  fluid  than 
normal  in  the  cavities  of  the  pleural  or  pericardium. 

Abdomen  ^numerous,  and  firm  adhesions  of  the  peri- 
toneum, which,  at  the  lower  part,  bound  the  intes- 
tine*, Madder,  uterus,  and  tumours  to  be  described  into 


one  mass,  so  as  to  require  very  careful  diasection  to 
unravel  them.  Recent  lymph  and  purulent  secretion 
also  abounded  in  this  situation.  With  the  exception 
of  these  adhesions,  the  intestines,  stomach,  spleen  and 
pancreas  were  healthy. 

Liver  somewhat  enlarged,  congested,  and  inclined  to 
the  nutmeg  appearance  of  its  structure,  and  studded 
with  about  twenty  deposits  of  medullary  carcinoma, 
varying  from  half  an  inch  to  three  quarters  of  an  inch 
in  diameter,  of  a  very  thick  creamy  consistence,  in 
which  minute  blood  vessels  could  be  discovered  by  a 
Jens  of  low  power. 

The  mesenteric  glands  were  enlarged,  and  many  in  a 
suppurating  state.  Pus  infiltrated  through  the  cellular 
tissue  in  their  neighbourhood. 

The  uterus  atrophied,  but  much  elongated  :  it  mea- 
sures upwards  of  five  inches  in  length.  In  the  upper 
and  anterior  part  of  its  structure  is  developed  a  fibjous 
tumour,  about  an  inch  in  diameter,  and  just  below  this 
another  fibrous  tumour,  about  the  size  of  a  small  pea, 
On  its  left  side,  midway  between  the  fundus  and  ita 
mouth,  is  situated  a  tumour,  about  three  inchea  in 
diameter,  containing  very  thick  cream-like  matter,  and 
fibrous  bands,  with  minute  vessels  shooting  into  them 
in  all  directions,  so  that  in  most  parts  they  were  of  n 
vivid  red  colour,  and. appeared  perfectly  organized. 

The  right  ovary  was  dilated  into  one  large  sac 
of  about  nine  inchea  in  diameter,  with  thickened 
parietes,  strongly  adherent  to  the  fundus  of  the  uterus 
and  to  all  parts  surrounding  it,  and  fixed  firmly  in  its 
lower  part  into  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis  :  it  contained 
.about  three  pints  of  purulent  fluid.  The  left  ovary 
was  dilated  into  two  sacs;  the  upper  about  three 
inchea,  and  the  lower  about  two  inches,  in  diameter, 
also  closely  adherent  to  the  uterus  and  the  parts  in 
their  vicinity,  and  the  lower  sac  strongly  adherent  to 
the  upper  part  of  the  tumour  described  to  be  situated 
on  the  left  side  of  the  uterus.  They  contained  trans- 
parent fluid. 

The  bladder  healthy.  The,  right  kidney  email  and 
atrophied ;  ita  pelvis  and  upper  three  fourths  of  the 
ureter  very  much  dilated  and  distended  with  urine; 
in  its  lower  fourth  it  winds  round  the  right  dilated  sac 
of  the  ovary,  in  its  course  to  the  bladder,  by  which 
it  U  compressed  so  ss  to  impede  the  passage  of  urine. 
The  left  kidney  larger  than  the  right,  but  not  so  large 
as  normal ;  its  pelvis  and  ureter  are  also  enlarged,  the 


The  tumours  increased  in  sine;  the  pains  at  the    inferior  portion  of  the  meter  being  compressed,  so  an 


to  impede  the  flow  of  urine  along  it,  but  not  to  the 
same  extent  as  in  the  right  ureter.  Several  capsules  in 
the  foetal  state  of  development. 

Numbers  of  the  hssmorrboidal. veins  were  much 
distended  by  hardened  dark-coloured  blood. 


CHARTER  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OP 
SURGEONS  OF  ENGLAND. 

TO  THB  EDITOR  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL   AND 
SUEOICAL  JO*  EK AL. 

Sin, 
The  Charter  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  of  England 
has  now  been  published  some  time,  and  many  criticisms 
have  been  made  upon  it  $  but  so  far  aa  I  have  seen  the 
remarks,  some  very  serious  defects  in  its  enactments 
have  not  been  commented  upon.  I  have  thought  it 
might  not,  perhaps,  be  altogether  useless  if  you  placed 
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opon  the  pages  of  the  Provincial  Journal  the  letter  I 
sddressed  to  tbe  Council  of  the  College,  when 
acknowledging  the  circular  signed  by  their  Secretary, 
informing  me  of  being  elected  a  Fellow.  What  other 
gentlemen,  who  have  been  elected,  may  hare  done  in 
the  way  of  expressing  their  opinions,  I  know  not ;  but 
I  nope  many  have  not  hesitated  to  do  as  I  hare  done, 
as  it  is  only  by  the  general  feeling  being  fairly  expressed, 
that  any  impression  can  reasonably  be  expected  to  be 
made.  The  exclusion  from  the  Council  of  those  who 
practice  midwifery,  has  been  often  spoken  of,  but  I 
hare  never  seen  tbe  gross  inconsistency  of  the  exclusion, 
with  the  requirements  of  a  knowledge  of  midwifery  by 
the  same  body  who  have  framed  the  Charter,  in  every 
student,  before  he  can  even  be  admitted  as  worthy  of 
an  examination  for  membership,  carried  out  legi- 
timately. The  absurdity  of  the  two  enactments— the 
one,  not  admitting  a  roan  to  become  a  Member  of  the 
College  if  he  dote  not  attend  to  midwifery;  the  other, 
not  admitting  him  to  be  upon  the  Council  if  he  doee — 
is  so  great,  that  I  am  at  loss  to  conceive  how  it  could 
ever  have  been  overlooked;  and  still  more,  that  it 
should  not  have  been  immediately  obviated. 

It  moat  be  recollected  that  my  letter  was  addressed 
to  the  Council  of  the  College  only,  and  not  intended  as 
an  expression  of  opinion  upon  the  Charter  as  a  whole. 
I  only  remarked  upon  what  appeared  to  be  the  more 
palpable  defects  of  it,  and  what  might  easily  be  remedied 
without  in  any  way  altering  its  general  scope  ;.  for, 
whatever  other  defects  it  has,  and  however  much  we 
may  feel  that,  according  to  all  sound  principles  of 
legislating,  a  General  Bill  for  the  whole  profession 
ought  to  have  preceded  any  alteration  of  tbe  Charters 
of  particular  parts  of  the  profession,  in  accordance  with 
which  their  powers  ought  to  have  been  framed,  yet  I 
believe  most  reasonable  men  will  allow  that  the 
Charier  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  of  England  is  a 
step  in  tbe  right  direction. 

I  am,  Sir,  faithfully  yeur'a, 

THOMAS  NUNNELEY. 

"Sin, 

Some  short  time  since  I  received  a  circular  with 
your  name  attached,  informing  me  of  my  election  as  a 
Fellow  of  tbe  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  England-; 
I  bey  to  present  my  compliments  to  the  President  and 
Members  of  the  Council,  and  acknowledge  the  honour. 
1  would  have  written  earlier,  but  that  I  was  wishful  to 
examine  the  copy  of  the  Charter  sent,  as  from  what  I 
had  heard  of  its  enactments,  I  was  led  to  think  it  might 
be  fair  to  express  my  opinion  upon  some  of  tbe  clauses. 
Having  now  carefully  looked  over  it,  I  would  take  the 
liberty  of  calling  attention  to  the  following  remarks, 
and  in  so  doing,  I  would  wish  to  state  that  I  consider 
the  recent  Charter  a  great  improvement  upon  the 
previous  one,  and  in  venturing  to  express  my  dissent 
from  any  part  of  it,  I  am  only  influenced  by  the  desire 
to  see  the  constitution  of  the  College  as  perfect  as 
maybe. 

Qy  .clause  10,*  no  one  who  practises  midwifery  or 
pharmacy,  or  who  has  practiced  either  within  trt 
years,  can  become  a  Member  of  Council.  I  shall  not 
notice  the  objection  to  pharmacy,  (though,  as  practiced 
by  the  more  respectable  members  of  the  profession  in 
tee  country,  it  fairlv  admits  of  question,)  is  I  befteve 


the  great  majority  of  the-  profession  would,  perhaps* 
agree  in  Hie  propriety  of  the  esetoien,  but  I 
confess  I  am  completely  at  a  less  to  conceive  on* 
whet  grounds  the  practitioner  in  midwifery  is  excluded. 

It  will  not,  I  apprehend,  he  contended,  that  for  the 
due  and  proper  exercise  of  this  branch  of  the  profession, 
either  less  labour  in  the  acquisition  of  the  principles 
of  the  science,  or  of  skill,  discrimination,  coolness,  and 
fortitude  In  the  practical  application  of  it  as  an  art, 
are  necessary,  than  are  required  in  any  other  depart* 
meat  of  medicine;  nor  can  it  be  said  its  relations  to 
our  fellow  beings  are  less  important,  while  the  name 
and  character  of  many  of  those  who  have  practised 
it  are  not  inferior  to  those  who  have  practised 
either  of  the  other  departments  of  the  healing  art.  <  In 
the  other  hand,  the  regulations  now  in  force  for  tbe 
education  of  candidates  for  Membership  of  the  College, 
positively  enjoin  an  adequate  knowledge  of  midwifery 
before  tbey  can  be  admitted  members.  So  that  it  is 
evident  the  Council,  who  require  as  a  ease  qua  wm  the 
possession  of  this  Information  in  a  member,  consider 
the  carrying  out  of  this  acquirement,  namely  the  prac- 
tical application  of  the  knowledge  required,  and  which 
is  the  only  advantage  of  possessing  it,  sufficient  to 
preclude  admission  to  the  very  body  who  has  ordered 
the  possession  of  it, — an  inconsistency,  which  to  be 
made  more  perfect,  only  requires  to  be  legitimately 
carried  out— not  to  allow  the  body  still  more  select 
than  the  council,  via.,  the  examiners,  to  possess  the 
means  of  judging  if  the  candidate  has  complied  with 
the  regulations ;  for  if  it  be  improper  for  a  member- of 
Csjsmcll  to  possess  a  knowledge  of  midwifery,  a  fortiori 
it  must  be  for  an  Examiner  to  be  an  accoucheur  prac- 
tiabtff,  for  I  need  not  say,  an  aeeeucheur  in  theory  only 
is  fully  as  absurd  as  a  turgeon  in  theory,  and  as  unfit 
to  conduct  an  examination. 

The  second  objection  is  also  founded  upon  dause 
lft,+  which  requires  a  Member  of  Council  to  reside 
within  (Ire  miles  of  the  post-office.  In  point  of  fact 
it  is  scarcely  probable  any  one  who  resides  in  the  pro- 
vinces would  be  appointed  upon  the  Council ;  but  the 
enactment  has  so  much  the  appearance  of  designedly 
confining  the  Council  to  the  London  Fellows  exclu- 
sively, aa  though  those  residing  elsewhere  were  unqua- 
lified for  the  office,  that  it  would,  I  apprehend,  have 
been  better  omitted,  and  to  nave  required  due  regu- 
larity in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  appoint- 
ment, and  to  have  left  she  selection  » tbe .  hands  of 
the  Fellows  ae  to  who  were  best  qualified  to  perform 
the  duties  with  honour  to  themselves  and  advantage, 
to  the  College. 

Clause  1ft, t  will,  I  apprehend,  be  generally.  regnsdesV 
as  unnecessarily  restrictive,  for  it  confines  the  selco-- 
tton  of  the  Council  in  a  great  measure  to  the  Council 
alone.    Whatever  may  bethought  of  the  necessity  of 
a  Member  of  Council  residing  within  five  miles  of  the 
London  post-office,  it  cannot,  I  suppose,  be  alledged 
that  only  those  who  so  reside  are  capable  of  making  a 
proper  choice.    It  cannot  be  expected  that  gentlemen 
actively  engaged  in  practice  at  a  great  distance,  east. 
or  will  annually  travel  to  London,  for  the  purpose  of 
voting,  and  thus  they  will  be  virtually  disfranchised.  I 
trust  those  who  are  proposed  ae  Members  of  Council 
will  be  Members  of  the  Profession  so  eminent  for 
their  attainments  and  character,  as  to  fender  tbe. 
selection  not  one  of  party,  but  an  acknowledgment  of 
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bigbest  merit;  in  which  «ue  a  man  at*  distance  can 
give  a  written  vote  just  as  well  at  one.  who  is  present 
4can  drop  a  bean  into  a  ballot  box*  , 

.  Clause  18,1  contain*,  if  I  mistake  not,  regulations 
.which  may  soma  day  lead  to  difficulty  and  regret.  It 
may  very  possibly  happen  from  mistake,  inadvertence, 
or  «ome  other  casualty,  that  a  gentleman  may  be  unin- 
tentionally passed  over  ;  or  it  is  quite  possible  circum- 
stances may  at  one  period  exist,  which  would  render 
the  election  of  a  Fellow,  in  other  respects  highly 
deserving,  inexpedient,  which  in  a  few  years  may  be 
entirely  removed.  Above  all,  the  clause  opens  the 
door  to  intrigue  and  party  cabals,  which,  though  I  ffo 
not  suppose  there  is  much  chance  of  their  occurring 
for  some  time  to  come,  as  I -do  not  imagine  the  fruiters 
of  it  ever  contemplated  such  an  effect,  yet  I  cannot 
shut  my  eyes  to  the  fact,  that  if  ever  such  a  disposition 
should  develope  itself,  and  those  who  know  human 
nature  best  will  scarcely  say  it  may  not,  this  clanse,espe- 
cisily  when  taken  in  conjunction  with  the  disallowance 
of  proxy  votes,  affords  the  means  for  a  few  individuals  to 
exclude  for  ever  a  most  meritorious  Fellow,  who  from 
any  cause  may  happen  to  be  unpopular  with  them.  I 
like  not  the  idea  of  making  any  punishment,  except 
for  the  most  heinous  offence  against  the  laws  and 
interests  of  society,  irrevocable  and  perpetual,  when 
perhaps  the  cause  which  called  it  forth  has  been 
trifling  in  its  nature,  and  temporary  in  its  duration. 
So  long  as  the  cause  for  the  exclusion  exists,  let  the 
penalty  continue,  but  no  longer.  Surely  those  gentle- 
men who  are  thought  worthy  of  the  Fellowship  may 
be  safely  intrusted  to  decide  upon  the  lltness  of  any 
of  their  number  to  fill  the  post  of  honour  j  if  tliey  are 
incapable  of  this  they  are  a  disgrace  to  the  profession 
to  which  they  belong. 

There  are  some  other  points  in  the  charter,  which 
probably  many  will  consider  might  with  advantage 
have  been  different,  and  some  things  omitted  which  I 
should  have  been  glad  to  have  seen  inserted,  but  upon 
these  I  will  not  now  trouble  the  Council.  I  must 
apologise  to  the  Council  for  the  length  to  which  my 
remarks  have  extended,  and  throw  myself  upon  the 
candour  of  its  members  for  the  plainness  with  which  I 
have  spoken.  Feeling  as  I  do  that  the  science  of 
medicine  is  the  most  important  and  arduous,  and  con* 
sequently  the  most  honourable  and  responsible  which 
a  man  can  exercise,  inasmuch  as  the  highest  interests 
of  humanity  are  involved,  I  would  have  the  laws  for 
the  regulation  and  encouragement  of  its  members  as 
perfect  as  can  be  devised,  which  I  think  every  impar- 
tial person  must  admit,  as  indeed  the  fact  of  the  new 
charter  itself  is  evidence  of,  they  have  hitherto  been  far 
from. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  NUNNELEY. 

Mr.  Balfoub, 
Secretary  to  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons  of  England. 

NOTES. 

Though  the  charter  of  the  Royal  College  of  Sur- 
geons of  England  has  been  published  in  most  of  the 
Medical  Periodicals,  yet,  as  it  is  scarcely  probable 
many  persons  will  very  distinctly  recollect  the  whole 
of  its  contents,  I  have  transcribed  the  three  clauses 


upon  which  the_ above  remarks  axe  made,  in  order  to 
place.  Mm  matter  more  clearly?  frefo*  my  readers.,. .    . 

•  Clause  10.  ■*'  That f  rap  henceforth  no. .Meaner  e|  the 
said  College,  who  shall  not  also  be  a  Fellow  of  the  same, 
shall  be  eligible  as  a  Member  of  the  Council  of  the  said 
College;  nor  (bat  subject  and  without  prejudice  to  the 
validity  of  an)  election  to  be  made  as  hereinafter  directed) 
shall  any  Fellow  be  so  ellgibe  whilst  practising  midwifery 
or  pharmacy,  or  who  shall  hare  practised  midwifery  *r 
pharmacy  at  an?  time  during  the  fire  years  next  preceding 
the  day  of  election ;  nor  unless  he  shall  reside  and  bona-Jide 
practise  bis  profession  of  surgeon  within  fire  miles,  by  high- 
way  or  road,  from  the  General  Post-office,  Saint  Martin's, 
le -Grand.  And  if  any  member  of  the  Council  shall  at  any 
time  after  bis  election  practice  midwifery  or  pharmacy,  or 
shall  cease  to  reside  and  bona-Jide  practice  bis  profession 
of  surgeon  within  five  miles  of  the  General  Post-office 
as  aforesaid,  he  shall  be  liable  to  removal  from  the  Council. 

t  Clause  19.  "  That  the  Members  of  the  Council  of  the 
College  shall  hereafter  be  elected  by  the  Fellows  of  the 
said  College,  including  the  Members  of  the  Council  as 
such,  and  such  Fellows,  whether  Member*  of  the  Council 
or  not,  shall  be  allowed  to  vote  in  person  only,  and  not  by 
proxy ;  and  that  every  number  of  Fellows  ;not  being  less 
than  fifteen  present  at  a  meeting  convened  for  the  purpose 
of  electing  a  Member  or  Members  of  Council,  shall  be 
competent  to  proceed  to  such  election. 

t  Clause  18.  "  That  when  any  eligible  Fellow  shall  have 
been  passed  by  for  want  of  any  such  examination  as  afore- 
said, or  having  been  balloted  for,  shall  not  be  elected  a 
Member  to  the  Council,  he  shall  cease  to  be  eligible  to  be 
elected,  except  on  such  special  terms  of  nomination  as  shall 
by  the  Council,  by  bye-law,  be  for  the  time  being  provided 
for  soch  cases  and  upon  such  special  terms.  Any  fellow  so 
passed  by.  or  not  elected,  may  be  re-nominated  for  and  be 
elected  a  Member  of  the  Council,  but  if  he  shall  be  ea 
such  aeeoad  occasion,  either  passed  by  or  not  elected,  he 
shall  for  ever  thereafter  cease  to  be  eligible  for  election 
upon  the  Council.** 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 
to  the  editor  of  the  provincial  medical  and 
surgical  journal. 
Sir, 
I  am  requested  to  send  you  an  account  of  some 
additional  proceedings  that  took  place  at  a  special 
general  meeting  of  the  Gloucestershire  Medics!  snd 
Surgical  Association,  held  at  the  Gloucester  Dispen- 
sary, on  the  18th  instant,  trusting  you  will  give  imme- 
diate insertion  to  them. 

I  beg  leave  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  HICKES, 

Hon.  Sec. 
Gloucester,  May  21, 1844. 

At  a  special  general  meeting  of  the  Gloucestershire 
Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  held  at  the  Glou- 
cester Dispensary*  on  the  18th  of  May,  1844,  and 
numerously  attended. 

The  answer  published  by  the  physicians  and  three 
of  the  surgeons  of  the  Gloucester  Infirmary,  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  last  Quarterly  Meeting  of  the 
Association,  having  been  taken  into  consideration,  the 
President  addressed  the  Association  as  follows : — 

"  Gentlemen,— At  your  last  Quarterly  Meeting  I  had 
occasion  to  detail  certain  circumstances  which  had 
occurred  at  the  Gloucester  Infirmary,  by  which  our 
meetings  at  that  Institution  were  no  longer  permitted. 

An  answer  to  the  statemeut  I  then  made  baa  been 
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published,  and  as  It  contains  a  declaration  that  I  wm 
■correct,  I  feel  it  due  to  yon,  as  much  as  to  myself, 
to  show  you  the  grounds  bn  which  that  representation 
was  founded,  and  to  make  a  few  other  remarks  on  the 
reflections  which  that  answer  contains. 

Alter  a  recital  of  the  proceedings  at  the  Weekly 
Board  of  the  Infirmary,  it  is  observed,  w  Mr.  Wilton's 
colleagues  did  and  do  fee)  themselves  aggrieved  by  the 
course  pursued  towards  them  by  him,  which,  however 
inadvertent,  was  yet  carried  on  consistently,  and  for  a 
considerable  length  0/  time" 

I  confess  myself  quite  unable  to  understand  what  is 
here  meant ;  reviewing  the  proceedings,  I  see  no  course 
pursued  or  carried  on  by  me  for  any  period  whatsoever, 
which  could  be  either  offensive  or  otherwise. 

In  the  month  of  October  last,  I  requested  the 
Governors  of  the  Gloucester  Infirmary  to  permit  our 
Association  to  hold  occasional  meetings  in  that 
institution.  A  ready  assent  was  giveo,  and  our  first 
meeting  was  held  there  on  the  2nd  of  November  follow- 
ing; of  which  circumstance,  all  those  of  my  colleagues, 
who  were  not  members  of  the  Association,  were  informed, 
without  delay,  by  a  circular  from  the  Secretary,  which 
explained  to  them  the  objects  of  the  meetings,  and 
solicited  their  opinions  upon  them,  and  their  aid  and 
co-operation  in  carrying  them  into  effect.  Prom  thia 
time,  till  the  15th  February,  (more  than  three  months,) 
the  most  friendly  intercourse  subsisted  between  my 
colleagues  at  the  hospital  and  myself  *  and  nothing 
arose  to  create  the  smallest  suspicion  in  my  mind  that 
I  had  done  anything  discourteous  towards  them. 

In  the  interval  between  the  meetings  at  the  Infirmary 
in  October  and  February,  namely,  at  the  Quarterly 
Meeting  on  the  4th  of  January,  one  of  my  colleagues 
joined  the  Association,  all  the  members  of  which  were 
promptly  informed  that,  on  that  day,  the  plan  of  holding 
their  meetings  at  the  Gloucester  and  Cheltenham 
Hospitals  had  been  finally  arranged,  and,  at  my  sug- 
gestion, the  secretary  wrote  to  request  the  three,  who 
were  not  members,  and  who  had  not  then  answered 
our  circular  to  favour  us  by  attending  our  second 
meeting  on  the  I5ih  February.  This  was  the  occasion 
when  it  was  announced  to  me  J  had  been  guilty  of  a 
want  of  courtesy.  I  have  before  represented  to  $pu 
my  efforts  to  soothe  the  displeasure  of  my  colleagues ; 
those  efforts  were  sincere,  and  acknowledged  to  be 
considered  so,  but  they  were  ineffectual,  and  my  col- 
leagues went  in  a  body  to  the  Board,  and  on  the  plea 
that  tome  time  might  be  fairly  required  for  detention, 
instituted  and  carried  on  proceedings,  which  led  first 
to  the  suspension  pf  our  meetings  at  the  lufirmary, 
and  ultimately  to  the  entire  exclusion  of  the  Associa- 
tion from  that  Institution.  In  all  this  1  took  no  part. 
How  can  it  be  said,  or  where  is  the  evidence  that  / 
carried  on  any  course  to  expose  my  colleagues  to  a 
charge,  justly  or  unjustly,  of  a  want  of  generous  feel- 
ing ?  On  the  contrary,  I  declare  most  sincerely, — I 
may  add,  even  solemnly,— that  I  viewed  their  proceed- 
ings with  extreme  sorrow,  as  calculated  not  only  to 
produce  disagreement  between  us,  but  to  injure  and 
depress  the  character  of  the  profession  to  which  we 
belong. 

On  the  next  point  noticed  by  my  colleagues,  1  am 
as  much  at  a  loss  as  00  the  last.  They  claim  a  voice 
and  an  opinion  "  in  the  administration  of  that  depart- 
ment of  the  institution  which  is  their  peculiar  province." 


Surely,  their  peculiar  province  is  the  care  0/  the 
patients  committed  to  their  charge ;  and  what  that  has 
to  do  with  the  meetings  of  the  Association  in  the  Board- 
room, I  cannot  perceive,  and  of  course  am  unable  to 
explain  my  offence  in  this  respect. 

But,  lastly,  I  am  said  to  be  utterly  incorrect  in 
baring  stated  that  the  medical  officers  voted  at  the  two 
meetings  of  the  Weekly  Board.  Now,  as  it  is  evident 
that  they  instigated  and  promoted  the  decision  of  the 
Governors,  it  is  not  material  to  the  general  character  of 
the  proceedings,  whether  they  voted  or  not ;  but  that 
the  Association  may  know  that  my  representation  was 
not  made  on  light  grounds,  I  must  call  attention  to 
these  facts.  At  the  first  meeting  the  five  medical 
officers  attended,  with  their  written  request  to  the 
Board,  to  suspend  the  privilege  which  had  been  granted 
to  us.  One  of  them  (Dr.  Evans)  proposed  the  rao- 
hrfion  to  the  effect  that  auch  privilege  be  suspended* 
Governors  who  were  present  believed  them  to  have 
voted,  and  reported  them  to  me  as  having  done  so. 

I  called  on  the  Secretary  and  requested  to  see  the 
minute-book,  explaining  that  I  wished  to  know  who 
were  present,  and  how  they  divided.  He  said  that 
Dr.  Evans*  resolution  was  opposed  by  certain  Governors, 
whom  be  named.  He  gave  me  to  understand  that  all 
others  present  supported  the  propositi on  of  the  Medical 
Officers.  He  certainly  did  not  say  that  any  parties 
declined  to  vote,  nor  do  the  minutes  record  any 
neuters.  It  is  true  he  now  tells  me  the  Medical  Officers 
did  not  vote. 

*  On  the  occasion  of  the  second  meeting  "two 
dissentients"  are  reported  in  the  minutes.  These  were 
lay  Governors,  whose  names  were  furnished  me  by 
the  same  gentleman;  he  mentioned  no  neuters,  nor 
were  any  recorded. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  only  to  express  my  regret,  at 
being  compelled  thus  to  address  you.  Had  I  not  felt  it 
a  duty  to  give  the  above  explanation,  I  should  hare 
left  the  reply  of  my  colleagues  without  notice,  as  the 
general  facts  are  admitted,  and  I  would  willingly  hate 
avoided  any  course  that  could  possibly  keep  alive  m 
their  minds  a  feeling  of  anger  or  displeasure.  And  I 
trust  it  will  be  acknowledged  that,  both  in  my  verbal 
and  in  my  written  communications  to  you,  I  have 
abstained  from  violent  language,  and  ill-natured  reflec- 
tions ;  and  time,  I  would  hope,  may  change  or  efface 
the  unfavourable  impressions  which  either  party  may 
have  received  of  the  other.'* 

The  President  having  left  the  chair,  Dr.  Goocb,  of 
Stroud,  was  erected  chairman  of  the  meeting. 

The  question  having  been  further  discussed,  it  was 
resolved  unanimously, — 

1st.  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to  Mr. 
Wilton,  for  the  full,  clear,  and  temperate  explanation 
which  he  has  now  presented  of  the  recent  proceedings 
at  the  Gloucester  Infirmary,  establishing  all  the  main 
facts  of  his  original  report,  and  justifying  the  resolutions 
passed  at  the  last  Quarterly  Meeting. 

2odly.  This  Meeting  is  decidedly  of  opinion  that 
none  of  the  five  Medical  Officer!  of  the  Infirmary, 
whether  Members  or  not  of  the  Association,  could* 
with  justice,  complain  that  they  had  not  been  apprised 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Association,  and  that  they 
had  not  had  time  for  deliberation  as  to  the  propriety 
of  its  Meetings  being  occasionally  held  at  the  Infirmary. 
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3rdly.  With  regard  to  the  denial  of  the  two  Phy- 
sicians and  three  Surgeons  of  the  Infirmary,  that  they 
voted  in  rapport  of  those  resolutions  of  the  weekly 
Board,  which  rescinded  the  permission  granted  to  the 
Association ;  this  meeting,  while  admitting  the  literal 
truth  of  that  denial,  can  only  express  its  regret  that 
these  gentlemen  should  have  condescended  to  resort 
to  expedients,  which  enabled  them,  without  incurring 
personal  liability,  to  defeat  the  intentions  of  the 
Association,  and  to  exclude  it  from  the  Infirmary. 

4thly.  With  regard  to  their  assertion  that  the  ulti- 
mate decision  of  the  Governors  was  not  instigated  or 
promoted  by  the  Medical  Officers,  this  Meetings  h> 
reluctantly  compelled  to  re-affirui  the  third  resolution 
passed  at  the  last  Quarterly  Meeting,  it  being  obvious 
that  the  Governors  of  the  Infirmary  would  not  have 
recalled  the  permission  granted  in  October,  and  cor- 
dially confirmed  in  February,  had  not  they  perceived 
that  such  permission  was  offensive  to  certain  of  their 
Medical  Officers.  And  with  respect  to  the  proceedings 
at  the  last  Quarterly  Board,  on  which  the  Medical 
Officers  have  laid  some  stress,  it  is  well  known  that 
the  Governors  present  on  that  occasion  negatived  the 
discussion  of  the  question,  not  because  they  felt  any 
objection  to  professional  meetings  for  scientific 
purposes  being  held  in  the  Infirmary,  but  because  they 
were  resolved  to  avoid  a  collision  with  so  large  a 
majority  of  their  Medical  Staff. 

5thly.  With  regard  to  the  opinion  again  expressed 
by  the  Medical  Officers,  that  such  Meetings,  if  allowed 
at  the  Infirmary,  should  take  place  under  the  regula* 
tions  of  the  Medical  Board  of  the  Institution,  this 
meeting  does  not  hesitate  to  declare,  that  had  those 
Medical  Officers  complied  with  the  request  of  the 
Association  for  their  aid  and  co-operation,  and  had 
they  become  members,  their  wishes  and  opinions  with 
regard  to  the  regulations  of  its  Meetings  at  the 
Infirmary,  would  have  been  received  with  all  the 
deference  sad  attention  due  to  their  official  position ; 
but  that,  not  having  joined  the  Association,  they  were 
obviously  unqualified  to  interfere  with  its  proceedings, 
and  could  never  have  been  permitted  so  to  do. 

6thly.  At  tiie  conclusion  of  the  reply  of  the  Physicians 
and  Surgeons,  it  is  observed  that  they  fear  not  to  ask 
the  Association  (among  other  parties)  "  whether  the 
conduct  they  have  pursued  is  oot  what  any  one  oj 
them  would  have  adopted  under  similar  circumstances.** 
To  this  appeal  it  is  incumbent  on  this  meeting  to 
answer— that  no  one  present,  and,  it  is  hoped,  no 
Member  of  this  Association,  would  have  adopted  a 
similar  course  of  conduct  under  any  circumstances. 


HYDROPATHY. 


TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AMD 


SUEOICAL  JOURNAL. 


Sim, 


Within  these  few  days  past,  a  respectable  tradesman 
of  Leeds  has  died  under  the  operation  of  the  "water 
cstre."  The  case,  on  pott-tnortem  examination,  is 
said  to  have  exhibited  such  palpable  proofs  of  ignorance 
and  malpractice,  that  if  the  rumours  afloat  be  correct, 
exposure  and  reprehension  are  but  an  act  of  Justice  to 
the  bereaved  relatives,  the  public,  and,  though  last  not 
least,  the  medical  profession. 

For  the  purpose  of  asccrUinag  the  correctness  of 


the  report,  I  beg  leave  with  your  permission,  and  with 
the  object  of  placing  the  case  on  record,  respectfully 
to  call  upon  the  three  medical  gentlemen,  Dr.  Hobson, 
Dr.  Drennan,  and  Mr.  Garlick,  who  I  understand  were 
present  at  the  autopsy,  and  under  the  care  of  the  last  of 
whom  the  deceased  bad  formerly  been,  to  favour  their 
brethren  with  the  whole  facts  connected  with  this 
serious  case,  which  have  come  under  their  cognizance. 

Should  the  information  solicited  be  found  to  verify 
the  gravamen,  of  the  report  in  circulation,  I  may  have 
to  crave  permission  for  insertion  of  another  commu- 
nication on  the  subject.    Meanwhile, 

I  am,  Sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

INQUISITOR. 

Leeds,  May  18,  1844. 


MEDICAL  INTELLIGENCE. 

Dr.  Ferguson  has  resigned  the  Professorship  of 
Midwifery,  at  King's  College,  London. 

Dr.  William  Gregory,  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the 
University  of  Aberdeen,  has  been  appointed  Professor 
of  Chemistry  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  in  the 
room  of  Dr.  Hope,  resigned. 


PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Suffolk  branch  of  the 
Association,  is  appointed  to  be  held  at  the  Guildhall, 
Bury  St.  Edmunds,  on  Friday,  the  7th  of  June.  Any 
communications  connected  with  the  meeting  should 
be  made  to  the  Honorary  Secretary,  Mr.  Bree,  of 
Stowmarket. 


BOOKS  RECEIVED. 


Education :  the  Substance  of  an  Address  delivered 
before  the  Members  of  the  Worcester  Literary  and 
Scientific  Institution,  at  their  Annual  Meeting,  in  1841. 
By  Jonas  Maiden,  M.D.    Worcester :  1844,  pp.  20. 

Report  on  the  Progress  of  Practical  Medicine  in  Che 
Department  of  Midwifery  and  the  Diseases  of  Women 
and  Children,  during  the  years  1842-3.  By  Charles 
West,  M.D.,  Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phy- 
sicians, Physician  to  the  Royal  Infirmary  for  ChUdrea, 
and  Physician  Accoucheur  to  the  Finsbury  Dispensary. 
London :  1844,  pp.  37. 

Remarks  on  the  Efficacy  of  Matico,  as  a  Styptic 
and  Astringent;  with  Additional  Cases,  Mode  of 
Exhibition,  Ac.  By  Thomas  Jeffreys,  M.D.  Longman 
and  Co.,  London.  W.  Grapel,  Liverpool,  1844  ;  8vo.» 
pp.  37.    Second  Edition. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Communications  have  been  received  from  Mr.  Crosse, 
Dr.  Keonton,  Mr.  Eden,  Mr.  Martin,  and  Mr.  Pope* 

The  letter  from  Dr.  Hardwicke  was  too  late  for  insertion 
in  this  week's  number. 

It  is  requested  that  all  letters  and  communications  be 
sent  to  Dr.  Streeten,  Foregate  Street,  Worcester. 
Parcels,  and  books  for  review,  may  be  addressed  Co 
the  Editor  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  care  of  Mr.  Churchill,  Princes  Street,  Soho. 


PROVINCIAL 

MEDICAL  &  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


REPORT  OP  SURQICAL  CASES  OCCURRING 
IN  THE  CHELTENHAM  HOSPITAL,  PROM 
1830  to  1840. 

By  CtSMBMT  James' Hawki  we,  Esq.,  Surgeon  to  the 
Dispensary  Department  of  the  Hospital. 

(Gmchdtdfromp.  120.) 

Cases.. 

amputation  of  the  thioh. 

J.  TVnner,  aged  40,  a  man  of  sober  habits,  was 

admitted  into  tip  hospital  Feb.  9, 1838,  under  the  care 

of  Mr.  Eres.    There  was  a  wound  on  the  outside  of 

the  knee  Joint,  which  admitted  the  fore  finger  readily, 

from  which  the  synovial  fluid  escaped  freely;  the 

U-JHttnr  was  smashed,  and  the  fracture  extended  to  the 

upper  third  of  the  thigh;  there  was  a  considerable 

effuskm  of  blood  beneath  the  integuments  upwards 

and  downwards,  which  increased  the  bulk  of  the  limb 

(aatural^r  Jaige) ;  no  puliation  in  tjie  anterior  or  pos* 

tenor   tibial  arteries  was  perceptible;   the  nervous 

system  was  much  shocked. 

Operation.— The  femoral  artery  being  efficiently 
compressed  by  Mr.  C*  Fowler,  Mr.  Eras  proceeded  to 
remove  the  limb,  by  making  two  lateral  flaps,  and 
sawing  the  bone  a  few  inches  below  the  trochanter; 
some  delay  in  securing  the  bleeding  vessels  took  place  i 
as  they  had  retracted,  the  femoral  antf  another  large, 


Moderate  pressure  to  be  kept  up,  and  cold  applied 
during  the  night.  These  means  were  perfectly  success- 
ful in  putting  an  end  to  the  bleeding,  and  under  great 
care,  notwithstanding  the  Very  profuse  discharge  and 
.extreme  sloughing,  the  case  was  brought  to  a  favour- 
able conclusion,  and  at  the  present  time  (1844)  I  often 
meet  him  walking  about  the  streets  with  an  artificial 
£mb.  I  hare  said  nothing  about  a  tedious  exfoliation 
Of  bone  which  ensued,  which,  according  to  my  own 
observation,  is  almost  sore  to  follow  an  amputation 
^performed  under  circumstances  similar  to  Tanner's. 
'  On  examining  the  amputated  limb,  the  femoral 
artery  and   rein  in  the  popliteal  space  were  found 


AMPUTATION  AT  THE  SHOULDEU  JOIMT.^ 

^  Charles  Cook,  aged  12,  was  admitted  April  2Xnd, 
1839,  tinder  the  care  of  Mr.  C.  Fowler,  with  a  severe 
comminuted  compound  fracture  of  the  right  fore-arm 
and  arm,  occasioned  by  the  fall  of  a  large  quantity  of 
earth  on  it. 

Two  hours  after  his  admission,  the  patient  having 
recovered  in  a  measure,  by  the  use  of  stimulants,  from 
the  immediate  effect  of  the  accident,  Mr.  Fowler  pro- 
ceeded to  remove  the  limb  at  the  shoulder  Joint, 
according  to  the  plan  recommended  by  the  late  Baron 
Oupuytren.  The  patient  being  seated  on  a  low  chair, 
and  properly  supported,  a  flap  was  raised  from  the 


artery  only  were  secured.  Very  little  Hood  was  lost,  rffWW^  by  pu'hinf  a  TT  ^"^J*1 
He  was  put  to  bed  Jajut  and  exhausted.  In  the  evening  lT  mWB  ^W™"««« *»*  mu«*e  Immediate*  below 
he  vpsniljsd,  and  brought  ^^^^ 

gested  food.  Muriate  of  morphia,  in  full  doses,  was  *e  **>*  th!L,.aperior  **  ^formed  7  «*f* 
given  him  at  intervals  during  the  first  three  days  after  *°™  «*•  ™»  w«  ^ld  back  by  an  assistant,  the 
theatre**    The  bowels  were  opened  on  the  third    *"»  bein*  brou&ht  cloee  to  the  Mde*  the  hcad  of  the 


day  by  house  physic.  It  would  be  tedious  to  note  the 
daily  progress  of  this  case ;  it  is  sufficient  to  observe 
that  the  constitutional  disturbance  was  very  great,  the 
pulse  remained  at  120.  The  stump  was  dressed  on  the 
fourth  day,  but  there  was  no  attempt  at  union,  and  it 
wore  a  sloughy  aspect.  On  the  seventh  day  there  was 
observed  a  small  quantity  of  arterial  blood  in  the1 
dressings,  which  continued  several  days.  This  occur* 
rence  was  viewed  with  alarm.  On  the  sixteenth  day 
several  sloughs  had  separated,  the  system  being  sup- 
ported with  a  moderate  allowance  of  animal  food, 
wine,  ammonia,  and  morphia.  On  the  seventeenth 
day,  a  little  oozing  Of  blood  was  observed  in  the 
evening,  but  as  the  amount  was  small,  little  attention 
wee  psid  to  the  circumstance.  The  following  day 
(hefhg  near  the  hospital)  I  was  sent  for,  a  consider- 
able hemorrhage  having  taken  place.  This  I  eflectuaHy 
arrested  by  pressure  on  the  groin.  Mr.  Eves  directed 
He.  10,  June  s,  is**.- 


.  humerus  was  quickly  disentangled  by  dissecting  down 
to  the  inside  of  the  humerus ;  an  assistant  was  then 
instructed  to  compress  the  artery  in  the  flap  with  the 
finger  and  thumb,  and  the  limb  was  separated  from  the 
body.  A  small  quantity  of  blood  was  lost,  and  the 
operation  was  completed  in  less  than  a  minute.  The 
axillary  and  another  large  artery  were  tied,  the  boy 
became  faint,  and  was  put  to  bed ;  reaction  ensued  in 
an  hour,  and  it  became  necessary  to  secure  four  entaU 
muscular  arteries ;  the  flaps  were  united  by  four 
sutures,  and  cold  applied.  Everything  went  on  well ; 
all  the  ligatures  came  away  by  May  14th,  and  on  the 
25th  he  was  discharged. 

ABSCESS  Or  THE  TJSIA. — AMPUTATION. 

Maria  Arnott,  aged  59,  was  admitted  February  23rd, 
1839,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  C.  Fowler,  for  a  disease  of 
the  left  leg,  of  twenty  years  standing,  which  has  been 
attended  with  a  severe  pain ;  during  the  last  three 
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maths*  the  describes  it  ss  being  intolerable.  The 
ioteguments  of  the  leg  ere  much  thickened,  the  vails 
of  the  tibia  appear  expanded,  the  superficial  veins  are 
gorged.  She  compares  the  pain  to  M  a  sharp  Inetru- 
meat  being  sent  op  the  marrow."  She  is  desirous  of 
having  the  limb  removed  immediately.  In  consnl- 
tatiOo,  this  request  was  at  first  refused,  on  the  groonds 
that  appearances  did  not  justify  the  proceeding ; 
however,  she  persisted  in  her  request,  and  on  February 
29th  Mr.  Fowler  proceeded  to  amputate  the  thigh  by 
the  circular  operation  ;  the  femoral  and  several  other 
arteries  were  secured. 

In  about  two  hours  after  the  operation  haemorrhage 
came  on,  which  obliged  us  to  open  the  stump.  The 
chief  source  of  hemorrhage  was  the  artery  of  the 
medulla,  which  poured  out  a  large  quantity  of  blood ; 
a  strong  solution  of  sulphate  of  zinc  was  applied,  and 
after  some  time  the  bleeding  ceased.  All  went  on 
well,  but  the  ligatures  did  not  separate  before  the  3rd 
of  April. 

Examination  of  the  limb,  after  the  operation,  dis- 
covered a  thickening  of  the  integuments.  On  sawing 
the  tibia  longitudinally,  the  cancelloos  structure  was 
destroyed,  and  the  lower  portion  filled  with  fetid  pus, 
in  my  opinion  fully  justifying  the  operation  which 
the  patient  prescribed,  and  so  resolutely  insisted  on. 

ANZUXISM  OF  THX  FUMOBAL  ARTEnY— OPXUATIOtf. 

William  Spencer,  aged  30,  a  tailor  by  trade,  applied 
to  Mr.  C.  Fowler,  early  in  the  month  of  July,  1839, 
on  account  of  two  tumours  of  an  aneurismal  character, 
one  situated  about  six  inches  below  Poupart'a  liga- 
ment, the  other  in  the  popliteal  space  of  the  left  leg; 
the  former  being  about  the  size  of  a  duck's  egg,  the 
latter  the  size  of  a  lemon. 

He  is  of  a  spare  habit,  sallow,  and  Unhealthy  ;  has 
led  a  tolerably  steady  life,  and  has  been  in-kneed  from 
his  birth. 

The  history  he  is  able  to  give  of  the  disease  is  coo- 
fused.  He  remembers  first  observing  the  swelling  in 
the  ham  three  years  ago,  but  did  not  pay  much  atten- 
tion to  it,  as  he  thought  it  was  the  result  of  deformity. 
Hit  attention  was  first  attracted  to  it  oj»an*aant«P 
sharp  pain  in  the  leg.  He  has  no  idea  when  the 
in  the  thia^saa&^is^  appearance,  or  which  came 
first. 

His  appearance  indicates  disease  of  the  chest.  On 
several  occasions  be  has  spit  up  blood.  The  action  of 
the  heart  can  be  beard  all  over  the  chest,  and  the  im- 
pulse is  very  strong;  the  breathing  hurried ;  the  pulse 
at  the  wrist  full  and  strong,  always  above  100. 

In  consultation  it  was  determined  not  to  tie  the 
vessel  at  present ;  and  his  general  aspect,  and  the  great 
arterial  excitement  appearing  to  us  to  contraindicate 
any  interference,  he  left  the  house. 

August  31st.  He  wss  made  an  out  patient  under 
my  care,  and  was  seen  by  Mr.  Fowler ;  the  swelling  in 
the  ham  bad  greatly  increased,  and  bad  ceased  to  pul- 
sate; the  integuments  covering  it  had  a  livid  appear- 
ance ;  the  swelling  in  the  thigh  had  made  no  progress ; 
the  limb  was  painful  and  odemstous.  In  this  state  be 
was  admitted  into  the  hospital,  a  tourniquet  being 
applied  in  the  middle  of  the  thigh,  in  order  to  arrest 
any  bleeding  that  might  occur.  Pulse  120 ;  unable  to 
sleep  for  pain. 

September  1st.    His  condition  wss  fairly  represented 


to  him  by  Mr.  Fowler,  and  the  operation  of  tying  the 
external  Iliac  artery  proposed,  which  was  consented 
to.    He  was  bled  and  took  a  dose  of  castor  oil. 

September  2nd.  The  operation  was  performed  by 
making  an  incision,  extending  from  the  superior  spinous 
process  of  the  ilium  to  within  an  inch  of  the  abdominal 
ring,  in  a  semilunar  form.  The  artery  was  exposed  with 
very  little  disturbance  of  the  surrounding  peris,  and  a 
ligature  passed  around  it  by  the  common  anearimul 
needle.  The  pulsation  in  the  tumour  immediately 
Stopped  when  it  wss  tightened;  s  small  quantity  of 
blood  was  lost,  and  the  wound  dressed  by  one  suture, 
and  plaster.  He  bore  the  operation  with  great  forti- 
ttude.  Warm  dry  flannel  was  applied  to  the  limb.  In 
the  evening  he  complained  of  pain  and  numbness  in 
the  limb  ;  pulse  120,  temperature  natural.  He  took 
a  grain  of  morphia,  in  divided  doses. 

September  3rd.  Slept  some  hours;  tongue  dry, 
complains  of  thirst ;  has  passed  no  urine.  I  suspect 
none  has  been  secreted. 

September  4th.  Had  a  good  night ;  passed  his  urine 
freely;  has  occasional  numbing  pain  in  the  limb. 
Pulse  116. 

6th.    Much  the  same. 

September  6th.  Another  good  night ;  complains  of 
pricking  pains  in  the  foot;  the  Umb  is  livid  sad 
its  temperature  low.  A  hot  brick  was  applied,  and 
nourishing  diet  and  diffusible  stimulus  sdininuiered. 
it  would  be  useless  and  unprofitable  to  note  the  daily 
-progress  of  this  case  ;  it  is  sufficient  to  observe  thst 
gangrene  of  the  limb  ensued  ss  high  as  the  knee,  that 
the  tumour  in  the  ham  sloughed  and  discharged  a 
fetid  fluid,  and  he  gradually  got  weaker  and  weaker, 
and  died  October  1st,  no  opportunity  of  amputating 
die  limb  being  afforded,  even  had  it  been  thought  right 
to  adopt  such  a  measure. 

Post-mortem  examination  Twain  novas 
Arris  death. — Head  not  examined.  Hie  content! 
of  the  cheat  were  more  healthy  than  I  expected;  the 
right  lung  was  adherent  to  the  pleura,  and  exhibited 
jmarks  of  recent  bronchitis ;  the  heart  was  hypertrophied, 
W**b%  the  left  ventricle.  The  femoral  artery  was 
cm  the  left  side;  the  h^avate  was  pieced  on  the' 
external  iliac  artery,  aboirtanva*ifVbmtWorlgfttWtie 
epigastric,  and  half  an  inch  above  FoupartY  ligament; 
dots  had  formed  above  and  below  the  ligature ;  the' 
femoral  aneurism  was  dissected  out.  At  the  termina- 
tion of  the  sac  there  was  a  second  artery  running  over 
the  sac  as  large  aa  the  brachial,  which  was  pervious; 
and,  if  a  conjecture  may  be  hasarded,  I  conceive  it 
went  to  the  popliteal  tumour,  which  was  destroyed  try 
sloughing.  / 

DISLOCATION    OF  THK  FXMUK. 

Ann  Cox,  aged  65,  was  admitted  under  the  care  of 
Mr.  Afg,  in  the' summer  of  1833. 

She  was  endeavouring  to  extricate  a  stick  from 
beneath  a  large  paving  stone,  which  was  standing 
against  a  wall ;  the  stone  fell,  both  legs  being  under 
it.  She  was  unabled  to  extricate  herself  till  some 
people  came  to  her  assistance ;  she  was  carried  to  her 
cottage,  and  application  for  assistance  wss  made  at  the 
hospital.  When  a  pupil  I  went  to  aee  her.  I  fou** 
her  left  leg  bent  and  turned  inwards,  the  foot  inverted, 
the  trochanter  projecting,  and  higher  than  it  should 
be ;  the  limb  was  nearly  two  inches  shorter  than  the 
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I  entered  hecJo  the  hospital,  end  cos*. 
my  suspicions  to  Mr.  C.  Fowler,  mho 
happened  to  be  in  the  building  at  the  time,  that  I  bad 
men  a  eaae  of  dislocation  of  the  hip  in  a  woman 
65  years  of  age.  The  surgeons  agreed  thai  the  case 
was  one  of  dislocation  of  the  head  of  the  femur  on  the 
dorsum  OH,  and  about  four  hours  after  the  accident 
they  proceeded  to  reduce  the  luxation,  the  pullies  and 
other  apparatus,  recommended  by  Sir  Attley  Cooper, 
being  used.  Extension  was  kept  up  for  nearly  an  hour 
before  the  bone  went  into' its  place,  which  happened 
while  the  limb  was  being  rotated.  Two  grains  of 
emetic  tartar  were  given  a  lew  minutes  before  the 
reduction  was  accomplished,  which  produced  its  lull 


^  coMFouMD  rRACTnmn  or  the  tibia  pubijvo 

PESJCUTANCY. 

Ann  Young,  aged  36,  a  woman  of  good  constitution 
and  quiet  temper,  was  admitted  February  22,  1831, 
with  a  compound  fracture  of  the  right  leg  a  little 
below  its  middle. 

She  is  in  the  eighth  month  of  pregnancy.  The  acci- 
dent was  occasioned  by  a  sudden  twist  in  getting  out 
of  bed.  A  surgeon  was  sent  for,  who  found  a  wound  in 
the  leg,  through  which  nearly  an  inch  of  the  tibia 
protruded.  The  fracture  was  very  oblique  ;  the  bonay 
was  reduced  with  little  difficulty.  A  piece  of  lint  end 
plaster  were  applied  to  the  wound,  and  the  limb  wee 
placed  in  fcplints  in  the  fracture  box.  Spirit  lotion  wan 
applied. 

February  28th.  The  wound  was  dressed,  soppurs> 
tion  had  commenced,  and  there,  was  a  slight  eryaipeH 
latous  blush  about  the  wound.  The  limb  was  dressed 
with  simple  dressing. 

March  10th.  The  wound  has  firmly  healed,  and 
everything  is  going  on  well.  I  substituted  two  straight 
pieces  of  board  for  the  common  lea;  splint* 

Fire  weeks  from  the  receipt  of  the  accident  the 
bones  bad  firmly  united;  on  April  2nd,  I  delivered 
this  woman  of  a  fine  healthy  female  child,  and  on  the 
l**h,  aim  left  the  house. 

^  LITHOTOMY. 


'  Taonsas  Trigg,  aged  30,  a  labourer,  of 
WW  admitted  a*,  $&#&,  aj^  1*.  C.  ftmmr^ 

■»  has  been  subject  to  gravel  since  the  age  of  ansa* 
years,  for  which  he  has  been  treated  with  benefit*  ant 
did  not  experience  any  painful  or  unpleasant  symptoms 
tiUa  year  ago,  when  he  senered  great  pain  in  the  loins, 
which  was  fallowed  by  a  constant  desire  to  void  has 
urine,  and  other  symptoms  of  stone.  At  the  present 
time,  Ida  rest  at  night  ia  much  disturbed  by  the  ink 
tabelity  of  his  bladder.  He  was  sounded,  and  a  stone 
felt.  He  is  very  anxious  to  have  an  operation  performed 
tor  Me  relief.  8ome  alterative  medicines  warn 
praacrlboi^lth  a  spare  diet;  by  these  means  the 
irrnQ^prf  or  the  bladder  was  much  lessened. 

Maw  21.  The  rectum  having  been  previously  emptied, 
the  operation  waa  performed  with  the  curved  staff  and 
cutting;  gorget;  the  first  stroke  of  the  knife  divided  a 
large  transverse  perineal  artery,  which  required  to  he 
tied.  Some  difficulty  waa  experienced  in  grasping  the 
enseals*  with  the  straight  forceps,  aa  it  lay  behind  the 
Aatalini's  curved  once  were  introduced,  and  a 
i  of  the  mulberry  kind  extracted,  weighing  one 


About  sixteen  ounces  of  blood  were  wet. 
The  operation  was  rendered  difficult  by  the  great 
depth  of  the  perineum,  Ia  about  aa  hour  after  (he 
operation,  a  great  haunorrhage  occurred,  which  was 
only  arrested  by  plugging  the  wound  with  a  sponge, 
the  patient's  condition  being  very  precarious ;  £e 
vomited  several  times.  The  urine  passed  pertly  by  the 
wound*  and  partly  by  the  urethra,  no  doubt  owing  to 
the  presence  of  the  plug  of  sponge.  This  was  removed 
on  the  third  day  after  the  operation,  and  the  urine 
passed  entirely  by  the  wound  till  the  30tb,  whan  H 
passed  by  the  natural  passage.  On  the  15th  of  June 
he  waa  discharged*  cured. 


ON  MOVING  MOLECULES  IN  THE  INTERIOR 

OF  CELLS. 
lxttu*   took    am.  amhson,   or   MALvnajr,   to 


Mt  Dmau  Sin, 

I  address  you  personally  on  this  occasion,  to  thank 
you  for  the  care  and  attention  with  which  yon  ex* 
amined  the  moving  molecules  in  the  interior  of  the 
mucous  cells  in  saliva,  through  my  microscope,  the 
other  erening»  at  Mr.  PCake's.  Since  then  I  have  had 
an  opportunity  of  showing  them  to  the  eminent 
promaaor  of  geology  end  sjfaeroJogy,  Trinity  Callage, 
Dublin,  John  Phillips,  Eeq„  F.HS. 

In  the  first  series  of  my  M  Experimental  Researches  " 
unbanned  in  the  eleventh  volume  of  the  Transactions 
of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  tagieal  Association, 
I  concluded  that  Interder  and  hauefirafam  e/  Me 
lienm  consisted  of  mutter  accumulated  by  colourless 
bkttd-aeU*;  and  in  toe-second  aeries,  just  published 
in  the, twelfth  volume  of  the  Transsjctiona,  I  have 
errived  at  the  still  more  general  and  important  con- 
doskm,  that  the  colourless-Meed  cell  is  the  last 
highly  organised  form  which  living  matter 
in  the  circulating  blood,  and  the  essential 
or  primary  form  of  the  liumg  matter  of  the  solid 
tissues,  whatever  amy  be  the  nature  of  the  function 
of  the  tissue,  healthy  or  dhuuned.  Since  the  printing 
of- the  last  of  these  researches,  I  have  discovered,  by 
employing  a  higher  nrngaifying  power,  (from  700  to 
1000  dnuneters  Kneef,)  en  essential  distinction  between 
cells  having  moving)  nMdemde»idsihaBssn  tkei^  interior, 
and  a  disposition  to  discharge  or  liberate  them;  and 
tfcece  which  have  apparently  passed  through  or  have 
been  arrested  in  the  progress  of  whet  appeara  to 
me  to  be  a  vital  and  a  normal  change.*  The  accom- 
panying paper  containa  the  result  of  a  more  minute 
and  critical  examination  of  the  objects  circulating  in 
the  blood  of  the  part,  or  discharged  in  the  frequent 
end  unimportant  affections  of  the  skin  and  mucous 
membranes,  with  especial  reference  to  these  active, 
moving,  or  living  molecules,  so  numerous  within  the 
blood,  the  saliva,  and  the  pus  cells.  The  drawing  I  send 
is  a  correct  and  faithful  rcpreaentation  of  the  appear- 
ances exhibited,  or  of  the  changes  visible  in  the 
colourless  blood  and  in  the  pus-cell  a  short  time  after 
these  objects  have  been  mingled  with  a  drop  of  blood- 
warm  water,  as  seen  by  a  good,  I  may  my,  a  first-rate 
nricroecope,  amplifying  1000  diameters  linear;  and 
there  can,  I  imagine,  be  no  severer  test  of  the  qualities 
Of  an  object  glass,  than  the  perfect  definition  of  the 
•  r^an?  rvseewMN  Jsenwef Jsernsf,  Masen  sin. 
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active  molecule  in  the  interior  of,  Or  discharged  from 
these  cell*.  The  figure*  are  also  equally  (utthful  deft- 
neations  of  the  appearance  and  changes  exhibited, 
without  any  addition,  by  the  mucous  cells  in  the  saliva. 
The  minuter  dark  specks  of  the  drawing  indicate  the 
appearances  of  the  isolated  roaring  molecules  visible 
in  the  saliva,  in  mncns,  and  in  pus. 

You  sre  aware  that  objections  have  beeen  made 
(without  any  examination  of  the  facts)  to  the  truth- 
fulness of  my  researches,  on  the  ground  of  the  insuffi- 
ciency of  the  microscope;  this  objection  I  hare  met, 
and  1  hope  successfully  refuted.  The  next  ground  for 
doubt  is,  whether  the  movements  which  I  see  in  the 
interior  of  the  colourless-blood,  mucous,  and  pus  cells} 
and  in  numerous  other  independent  or  isolated  mole- 
cules ;  can  be  considered  as  vital  or  indicative  of  lfle,v 
when  inorganic  iriolecules  exhibit  very  considerable 
motion,  viewed  by  microscopes  of  high  power.  I 
think  I  am  able,  to  a  certain  extent  at  least,  to  meet 
this  objection. 

When  a  thin  film  of  fluid,  containing  free  molecules, 
between  two  lamina  of  glass,  is  submitted  to  a  high 
magnifying  power,  currents  in  various  directions  are 
almost  always  to  be  seen  in  it ;  caused,  I  believe,  by  the 
gradual  evaporation  going  on  at  the  exterior  edges  of 
the  fluid.  Now,  the  active  molecules  of  Brown,  and. 
other  Observers,  altbough  they  exhibit  peculiar  and  verjr 
singular  motions,  independent  ©/,  are  yet  never  seen  to 
oppose  or  to'  contend  *g*mtt%  this  current,  but  always 
to  be  carried  along  with  k;  whereas*  the  active  and 
independent'  molecules  which  1  can  see  in  the  saliva, 
move  about  rapidly  to  all  directions,  at  right  angles 
with*  or  opposed  to,  these  currents ;  besides  many  of 
the  form*  sre  more  or  less  cylindrical,  and  exhibit  a 
wriggling  motion,  entirely  distinct  from  anything  of 
the  kind  to  be  witnessed  in  inorganic  or  dead  mole- 
cules. A  simple  experiment,  within*  the  reach  of  all 
who  possess  a  good  microscope,  wHl  be  sufficient  at 
onfee  to  place  the  matter  beyond  all  doubt*  Nothing 
is  more  common  than  to  see  persons  with  tort*r-KJte 
accumulations  upon  the  teeth,  and  at  the  edges  of  the 


gums ;  and  many  such  persons,  when  I  have  cautioned 
them  to  be  more  cleanly  and  particular,  have  told  me 
that  they  are  accustomed  to  use  a  brush,  bat  cannot 
remove,  or  keep  from  freshly  accumulating,  the  ill- 
looking  matter  in  question.  If  a  little  of  this  matter 
be  removed  and  squeezed  quite  flat  between  two 
lamina)  of  glass,  it  is  found  to  swarm  with  living  forms 
or  molecules,  mingled  with  very  long  cylindrical  hair- 
like bodies,  attached  to  amorphous  granular  masses. 
The  cylindrical  hair-like  forms  have  been,  I  believe, 
usually  considered  as  a  cryptogenic  mycodermatoks 
vegetation ;  and  no  doubt  some  are  of  this  nature,  bit 
in  several  cases  they  have  appeared  to  me  more  like  the 
fmttuUe  belonging  to  some  of  the  questionable  forms  of 
animal  life,  for  I  have  frequently  seen  portions  mevinfc. 
However  this  may  be,  certain  it  is  that  the  fluid  swarms 
with  living  molecule*  t  and  it  is  of  deep  interest  to 
determine  whether  they  originate  from  the  active 
molecules  of  the  mucous  cells  accumulated  upon, 
between,  and*  around  the  teeth,  taking  upon  them- 
selves a  vital  activity  unconformable  to  the  healthy 
structures,  or  from  invisible  ova  in  the  atmosphere;  or 
whether,  as  a  third  possible  mode,  they  accumulate 
from  both  sources.  The  interest  I  allude  to  is  net 
confined  to  the  practical  question  of  the  means  of 
preventing  these  unsightly  and  unwholesome  accumu- 
lations, which  gradually  destroy  the  gums  and  loosen 
the  teeth,  but  it  extends  to  various  internal  and  externa} 
diseases.  You  are  not  to  suppose  that  the  active,  and, 
as  I  believe,  independently  living  molecules  of  the 
saliva,  are  discoverable  only  in  those  persons  who  have 
visible  accumulations  on  the  teeth  ;  on  the  contrary, 
they  may  be  found  by  the  microscope  snore  or  lsss 
abundantly  in  all,  even  the  most  cleanly  $  and  on  jH 
occasions  the  morsel  of  food  must  be  full  of  active 
molecules,  or  living  forms,  at  the  time  it  is  swallowed* 
Believe  me  to  remain, 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

WILLIAM  ADDISPN. 
Great  Malvern,  May  4, 1844* 
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EmrnrcuA. 
"Def-— A  red  smooth  famess  of  the  ii 

wilb  buramgpain;  terurinstmffaeiiettdly 


m  scales;  ©cessionary,  bat  rarely  in  gangrene;  not 

M  A  superficial  congestion  of  the  dermis  of  greater 
or  le«  extent,  non-contagious,  and  occurring  in  the 
form  of  patches,  variable  in  me,  form,  and  number  j 
attended  with  a  alight  degree  of  tumefaction.  Hie 
euuese  terminates  by  exfoliation  or  desquamation  of 
theepidermis.'t 

Cass  i, 

XBYTHUMA    NODOSUM. 

A  youoe;  woman,  aged  19.  Patches  as  large  as 
the  palm  of  the  hand,  on  the  front  of  each  leg;  of 
a  dark,  duaky,  Muiah  red ;  mottled  and  very  tender  ; 
somewhat  hard,  and  slightly  swollen-.  Complains  of 
headache,  thirst,  fever,  and  lose  of  appetite,  with 
seine  in  the  bach  and  legs.  I  punctured  with  a 
lancet  one  of  the  red  patches;  and  examined  the 
blood  with  a  linear  power  of  700.  I  found  in  it 
nearly  aa  many  colourless  cells  as  red  ones.  The 
colourless  cells  were  uniformly  molecular,  smaller 
than  the  mucous  cells  m  saliva,  but  like  them,  filled 
whs  a  number  of  minute  dark  objects  or  molecules, 
a  drop  of  water  at  the  temperature  of  90, 
one  drop  of  Honor  potasses  to  the  ounce.  The 
tes*  cells  gradually  increased  in  size;  and  in  the 
of  fmtt  three  to  fire  minutes,  by  very  careful 

en,  I  could  aee,  in  the  majority  of  them,  very 

active  motions  among  the  contained  molecules.  | 
the  saw  soene  of  them  open  and  discharge  myriads  of 
adnata  active  molecules,  without  any  immediate  alte- 
ration  in  their  figure  or  appearance.  The  motions  of 
the  inoleciiles  remaining  in  the  interior  of  the  corpuscle 
however,  gradually  ceased  after  this  event,  and  the 
corpuscle*  slowly  changed,  showing  large  coarse 
granules,  or  discs. 

At  the  end  of  four  days  I  saw  the  case  again;  the 
Mueuess  or  redness  of  the  patches  on  the  lege  had 
very  much  diminished,  though  still  evident,  and  the 
tenderness  was  less.  I  punctured  the  skin  in  the  same 
way,  and  examined  the  Wood  drawn,  as  before.  There 
were  now  not  a  tenth  of  the  number  of  colourlesa 


Four  days  after,  the  redness  waa  very  nearly  all 
gone ;  there  waa  now  considerable  itching  in  the  part, 
sad  the  skin  for  a  long  way  around  looked  as  if  pow- 
dered lightly  with  a  white  powder,  and  large  broad 
white  fines  showed,  where  the  girl  had,  by  scratching, 
raised  the  desquamating  epidermis  in  her  attempts  to 
aOay  the  itching. 

Cass  ii. 
bxytbxsi a  wonoeuM. 

A  young  woman,  aged  22,  complaining  of  feverish- 
aess,  headache,  and  pain  ha  the  back,  showed  me 
a  sight  blush  of  erythema  on  one  of  the  legs,  and 
a  large  bulla,  the  size  of  half  a  walnut,  resembling 
a  bub  of  pemphigus,  on  the  other.  The  cuticle 
catering  the  bulk  was  very  tense,  thin,  and  shining, 
hut  there  waa  not  the  least  degree  of  redness  in 

*  Batemaa's  Practical  Byaopsis  of  Catsneoas  Diseases. 
P.l«7;I«t. 

t  Lectors*  on  Diseases  of  toe  8Mb,  By  Brasnras  Wilson, 
lea., ojBetedlrom the Laaeet \  Vol.2, 184J-43;  p. Sit. 


the  susToundins;  iotagusnent.  I  punctured  the  vesicle 
with  the  point  of  a  lancet,  and  instead  of  its  dis- 
charging its  contents  and  collapsing,  at  I  expected, 
only  a  email  drop  of  perfectly  transparent  and 
ffsnapirl  fluid  flowed  out.  In  this  fluid  I  found 
iisenl  corpuscles,  or  ceils,  some  were  evidently  red 
blood-cells,  others  resembled,  and  in  my  opinion  were, 
ooiourlem  Wood-cells.  There  were,  besides,  sundry 
other  forma  of  cells,  some  entice,  others  flattened,  and 
altered  in  form,  having  numerous  filaments  of  the 
utmost  degree  of  tenuity  attached  to  them.  All  the 
colourless  cells  were  more  or  less  entirely  filled  with 
the  moat  minute  molecules,  and  there  were  several 
little  masses  and  congregated  groups  of  isolated  mole- 
cules attached  to  each  other  by  long  and  delicate 
filaments.  Some  of  the  cells  were  actually  discharging 
molecules,  and  others  had  filaments  so  attached  to 
them  as  to  appear  aa  if  clothed .  with  cilia.  There 
were  also  several  fibrillated  networks,  composed  of 
filaments,  molecules,  and  corpuscles;  and  here  and 
there  perfect  but  small  epithelial  cells.  I  now  snipped 
off  the  point  of  the  vesicle  with  a  pair  of  scissors,  and 
yet  it  did  not  discharge  the  whole  of  its  fluid.  This 
was  explained,  when  on  examining  the  portion-removed 
by  the  microscope,  it  was  found  to  consist  of  a  most 
intricate  network  of  fibrinous  filaments,  which  ramified 
through  the  whole  interior  of  the  vesicle,  and  retained 
the  fluid  in  its  meshes. 

Casb  in. 
nnrrnnscA  HonoauM. 
A  young  man,  aged  tt,  had  been  ill  with  enuap- 
tome  of  pteuritia  and  general  functional  dstf urban**  , 
forthj^  weeks;  at  the  endof  this  period  both  lens,  ' 
from  the  ankles  to  the  knees,  became  nearly  covered 
with  various  sized  patches  of  erytaosna,  oneor  two 
very  large  ones  being;  situated  on  the  calf  of  the  lean. 
I  punctured  one  of  the  darkest  of  the  spots,  and  the 
appearance  of  the  Wood  under  the  microscope,,  (7t» 

sr,)  waa  exactly  that  iwpresented  in  the  wood- 
cut, in  vol.  If,  p.  SenY  uf  the  Irnnesetiona,  only  that 

e  waa  a  greater  ncoportlan  of  celcenieaa  Used 

tee*)*  and  more  undated  molecules     Alter  about  five 

1*  sis  minutes  tint  whole  of  the  mterspace.  between 

Ink  .rows  of  eoherine;  red  cells  were  covered  by  a 

[delicate  fibrhaeua  web. 

I  have  usually  oheerved^three  facts  in  blood  drawn 
from  inflamed  parte— Inf.,  an  inncreased  amount  of 
colourless  cells;  2nd,  an  increased  amount  of  isolated 
nmlecules;ard^uveryerideiitwe^ 
one  filaments  in  the  interspaces  between  the  cohering 
red  cells.  It  is  very  necessary  U>4Mngouk*fiMlli*d 
DeWworkfromecrfWero**.  The  former  is  seen  in  the 
bun>  coat  of  the  blood,  and  is  composed  of  fibres  or 
.filaments  variously  interlaced,  and  having  no  regular 
■ntersnaeea ;  the  latter  nwery  different,  being  coat- 
/posed  of  more  or  lem  globular  cells,  having  their  walla 
compressed  against  each  other,  forming  various  poly* 
gonal  meshes,  with  a  structure  or  with  molecule*  and 
granules  within  them. 


«  Def  .—Vesicles  in  distinct  irregular  dusters,  upon 
an  inflamed  base  extending  a  little  way  beyond  the 
margin  of  each  cluster,  accompanied  with  tingling, 
concreting  into  scabs/1* 

•Batemaa's  Practical  Synopils  of  Cataaeoes  Diseases 
p.  319.    1839, 
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"Herpes  is  characterised  by  clusters  of  globular 
i  jail  In  on  ioflaased  patches  of  small  extent;  and  of  a 
circular  or  irregular  form.  Each  vesicle  subside*, 
either  by  absorption  of  the  contained  fluid  *  and  the 
desiccation  of  the  shrivelled 'epidermis  into  a  thin 
brownish  scab,  or  by  the  rupture  of  the  vesicle  anal  the 
desiccation  •  of  the  secretion  of  the  denuded  dermis 
into  a  similar  scab.  The  fluid  (in  the  vesicles)  is  a* 
first  limpid  and  transparent,  it  then  becomes  milky, 
and  sometimes  a  false  membrane  is  formed  within  the 
base  of  the  vesicle/'t 

Cask  iv. 

HBBPBft  LABIALIB. 

The  same  young  woman  mentioned  before,  with 
erythema  and  the  large  bulla,  or  vesicle  on  the  leg 
(case  2)  i  became,  about  a  month  after,  affected  with 
herpes  labialis,  accompanied  by  similar  general  symp- 
toms to  those  present  on  her  former  illness.  There 
were  now  eight  or  ten  little  vesicles,  about  the  size 
of  a  small  split  pea,  congregated  together,  and 
surrounded  by  several  smaller  bright  red  elevations 
at  the  edge  of  the  lower  lip  and  towards  the  corner 
of  the  mouth.  I  punctured  one  of  the  vesicles, 
and  a  perfectly  clear  transparent  fluid  was  dis- 
charged. In  this  fluid  I  found  several  colourless 
corpuscles,  in  various  conditions;  they  were  for  tie 
most  part  very  pale,  and  filled  with  minute  molecules. 
Several  of  them  were  ruptured,  and  at  the  ruptured 
parts  there  was  a  number  of  minute  molecules,  which 
bad  evidently  escaped  from  them.  At  various  places 
in  the  fluid  there  was  a  delicate  fibrinous  or  fibrillated 
sjstwurs,  inclosing  molecnsea  and  altered  corpuscles, 
ami  at  other  parts  there  were  several  masses  of  pate 
corpuscles  connected  together,  and  forming  a  celluhr 
aerator*,  wvy  distinct,  and  very  different  from  tlft 
fibrinous  network.  It  is  necessary,  perhaps,  patticu- 
mriy  to  remark  that  tbe  colourless  cells  in  tsss  truss* 
•  parent  lymph  were  much  more  delicate,  their  outline 
fainter,  the  moiecuks  in  their  interior  more  minute, 
the  fibrinous  filaments  and  the  number  of  aggregated 
'  msitar  of  minute  molecules  more  copious  than  in  the 
fluid  termed  eeev 

On  the  following  'day  the  vesicles  of  herpes,  on  the) 
Mp,  were  taming  miHey  or  yeMowi sh;  Iagampaaetjufbr 
one;  the  fluid  discharged  was  clowned  ►  •mf"  *>ofe 
opaque,  and  I  now-^suno4  by  the  microscope  thntW 
was  wiled  bjl  wen*  at*  Wnwd  m*jr-<*to,  and  it  (was 
necessary  to  add  a  drop  of  water  to  examine  them. 

By  careful  inspection  I  saw  numerous  cells,  not 
tittering  in  anything  from  the  mucous  cells  in  saliva, 
with  myriada-  of  molecules  actively  moving  in  their 
interior.  I  observed  several  of  these  burst  opemaud 
discharge  myriads  of  these  same  actively  moving  mole- 
cules; after  which  the  cells  became  somewhat  smaller, 
but  without  losing  their  circular  figure.  These  cells, 
-with  moving  molecules,  were  mingled  with  numerous 
others,  more  varied  in  their  aspect,  with  larger  dark 
Objects  anw  bright  granules,  more  coarse  looking,  and 
'  devoid  of  any  movement  whatever  in  their  interior.  In 
many  places  in  the  field  of  the  microscope  I  saw  con- 
gregated masses  of  cells  resembling  pus-cells,  running 
into  or  being  fused  into  each  other,  in  the  midst  of 
which  I  could  here  and  there  detect  actively  moving 
molecules ;  in  ether  places  I  saw  similar  congregated 

4  Lecture*  on  Diseases  of  the  Skis,  by  Erasmus  Wilson, 
Esq ,  quoted  from  the  Lancet,  1842-13.   Vol.  2,  n*  c&3» 


or  aggregated  masses  of  fnsed  cells,  having  much  more 
of  the  form  and  anamarance  tof  incipient  epithelial 
cells;  and  in  some  of  these  masses  I  could  dfjcorer 
that  all  the  cells  were  filled  with  exceedingly  annuls 
am)  very  actively  moving  molecules.  The  minute 
molecules  discharged  from  the  living  cells  continue  in 
visible  active  motion  for  a  considerable  time. 

ponnioo. 
M  Def.—An  eruption  of  straw-coloured  pustules ; 
concreting  into  yellow  or  brownish  crusts,  or  cellular 


Cask  v. 
porrigo  scutulata. 
A  child,  aged  5  years,  under  treatment ;  the  head 
had  been  shaved  the  day  before.  Dispersed  over  various 
parts  of  the  scalp  were  numerous,  large,  and  variously- 
shaped  red  patches  ;  and  upon  these  red  patches  innu- 
merable minnte  white  heads  and  red  elevated  points.  I 
punctured  one  of  the  white  heads,  and  squeezed  out  a 
little  matter ;  this  was  mingled  with  a  drop  of  water, 
and  submitted  to  the  microscope.  The  fluid  was  filled 
with  cells  and  innumerable  minute  free  molecules  in 
active  motion.  These  cells  were  most  of  them  more 
or  less  oval.  Some  of  the  cells  were  discharging 
molecules  and  losing  their  figure.  I  placed  the  slip  of 
glass,  the  fluid  being  covered  with  a  thinner  piece  of 
glass,  on  the  warm  mantel  piece,  for  five  minutes,  aad 
then,  on  examining  it,  I  found  a  great  many  more  of 
the  cells  ruptured,  and  altered  in  character  thereby; 
mingled  with  these,  however,  there  were  a  great  many 
that  still  retained  their  sharp  outline,  now  perfectly 
circular,  and  very  much  larger  than  before;  and  in 
them  I  could  readily  detect  myriads  of  molecules  in 
very  active  motion.  I  saw  some  of  them  burst,  and 
emit  a  part  of  their  contained  molecules ;  and  these 
emitted  molecules  performed  very  active  motions, 
which  I  could  attribute  only  to  their  being  alive.  I 
now  punctured  one  of  the  red  points,  and  a  minute 
drop  of  blood  flowed  out ;  on  examining  this,  without 
any  addition,  by  the  microscope*  I  found  at  least  one- 
fonrth  of  the  celts  colourless,  and  filled  with  mole* 
cules;  and  there  was  an  abundance,  of  loose  or  isolated 
molecules.  The  red  cells  evinced  a  very  powerful 
adhesive  quality,  which  I  was  able  to  estimate  in 
some  degree  by  the  elongation  to  which  they '  sub- 
mitted before  they  woula^se^arnte  from  each  other;  I 
ssw  many  of  them  drawn  out  almost  into  a  filament 
before  its  adhesion  to  a  fellow  cell  was  overcome,  and 
When  the  separation  was  effected,  their  elasticity 
restored  them  to  their  normal  form. 

Cass  vr.  . 
lymph  ? 
A  child,  10  months  old,  with  a  noonr  <m  tkejmrekead. 
Stimulating  applications  had  been  used  (solution  of 
muriate  of  ammonia  in  vinegar)  ;  the  surface  was  very 
.red,  shining,  and  tense,  and  in  two  or  three  places  a 
perfectly  transparent  fluid  or  lymph  was  ooatng  oat. 
I  collected  a  drop  on  the  point  of  a  penknife ;  it  was 
placed  on  a  slip  of  glass  and  an  equal  quantity  of 
water  mingled  with  it.  On  examining .  it-  by  the 
microscope,  (with  a  linear  power  of  S^  diameters,)  I 
found  numerous  large  cells,  exactly  resembling  the 
mucous  cells  in  saliva,  and  the  majority  of  them  were 
filled  with  molecules  in  the  utmost  state  of  energetic 
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I  saw  several  of  these  ceils  open,  and  multi- 
tudes of  active  moiecusss  were  emitted,  altar  which, 
tat  cells  assumed  the  irregular  outUae  and  eoane 
appearance  of  pus-cells. 

In  several  places  I  saw  cells  aggregated  and  fused 
into  each  other,  forming  a  larger  mass,  filled  with' 
active  living  molecules.  There  were  a  great  many  red 
blood-cells  mingled  with  these  colourless  and  mole- 
cular cells,  and  also  a  great  many  isolated  active 
molecules** 

Cabs  vii. 


VLCItATID  LEO. 

A  young  woman,  aged  20,  housemaid,  asked  my 
advice  for  a  large  ill-conditioned  ulcer  on  the  leg,  with 
large  inflamed  varicose  veins.  The  limb  was  very  hot 
and  painful,  and  the  veins  were  in  many  places 
extremely  hard  and  tender.  She  was  ordered  to 
poultice  the  sore,  and  keep  the  leg  constantly  wetted 
with  cloths  dipped  in  cold  water  $  directions  were  at 
the  same  time  given  her  aa  regard*  her  diet,  the 
recumbent  position  of  the  limb,  and  strict  attention  to 
the  bowels.  At  the  end  of  a  week  I  saw  her  again, 
the  nicer  was  improved  in  appearance,  the  veins  were 
less  prominent,  but  the  leg  wss  now  covered  with 
purulent  heads,  and  small  ulcers  at  the  base  of  each 
of  the  hairs.  I  bailed  this  as  a  good  omen,  for  I  have 
always  found  the  old  wound  to  improve  jand  begin  to 
heal,  when  these  appearances,  .which  illustrate  my 
theory  of  nutrition,  show  themselves.  The  matter 
discharged  from  the  sore,  and  that  contained  in  the 
smaller  purulent  heads,  contained  the  ordinary  forms 
of  cells ;  some  living  and  discharging  live  molecules, 
others  dead  and  disintegrating;  they  were  mingled 
with  myriads  of  active  molecules.  The  leg  una 
.now  strapped  and  bandaged.  At  the  end  of  a  tort- 
night,  the  original  ulcer  was  very  nearly  heaJeo%  the 
grannlutions  being  upon  a  level  with  the  healthy 
integument^  the  minor  ulcerations  were  all  healed, 
and  the  limb  was  now  covered  with  white  scales  and 
flakes  of  exfoliating  cuticle.  The  situation  where 
each  of  these  minor  ulcerations  had  been,  was  now 
marked  by  a  very  dark,  dusky,  red  spot,  nearly  aa  lanje 
as  half  a  pepper-corn,  and  from  the  centre  of  eajfc, 
sprang  a  hair.  I  touched  one  of  the  granulations  tf 
the  old  sore  wjth  a  sUp.o£  glass,  and  received  updnjifc 
a  perfectly  colourless  drop  of  lymph  (?)  On  examining 
it  by  the  microscope  I  found  multitudes  of  red  cells 
mingled  with  colourless  ones.  These  red  cells  were 
not  exactly  like  those  freshly  taken  from  a  blood 
vessel,  they  appeared  more  shrivelled,  and  had  some- 
what altered  their  form,  probably  from  exposure  to 
the  air  at  the  surface  of  the  granulations 

I  now  punctured  one  of  the- dark  dusky  spots,  in  the 
centre  of  which  was  a  hair  follicle,  and  I  found  multi- 
tudes of  colourless  cells,  isolated  molecules,  and  very 
soon  copious  fibrinous  fibres  made  their  appearance, 
mingled  with  the  cohering  red  cells. 

'  •  With  regard  to  the  mucous  globules  in  saliva,  I  beg  to 
remark,  that  although,  I  have  elsewhere  mid  that  there  are 
<ne  esotpfcs)**/*  nuclei  or  discs  to  he  sees  hi  .those  exhftbttisg 
the  active  molecules  in  their  Interior;  I  wish  the  expresrioo 
to  be  limited  to  ibe  word  cohsjmcnoss,  for  a  darker  interior 
r  oral  «pot  Is  almost  always  visible,  with  the  high  power 
•  necessary  to  show  the  motion,  and  this  spot,  very  much 
resembles  the  snclses,  seen  la  the  epkbslial  scales. 


Case  viii. 

MUCO-PmULXHT  MSOHAftGE  FEOM  TUX  USmtTALS. 

A  Httle  girl,  aged  three  years,  was  brought  to  me 
with  a  white  muco-purnlent  discharge.  A  little  of  the 
matter  was  removed  on  the  blade  of  a  scatpel,  it  was 
mingled  with  a  drop  of  water,  and  examined  by  the 
microscope,  with  a  linear  power  of  900  diameters.  I 
found  a  multitude  of  cells,  of  the  appearances  of  which, 
the  figures  are  correct  representations ;  in  the  interior 
of  all  these  cells  the  molecules  were  in  the  most  active 
motion.  I  saw  some  of  them  burst,  or  open,  and 
discharge  the  molecules;  and  the  fltfd  altogether 
swarmed  with  isolated  and  very  actively  moving 
molecules.  Some  of  these  motions,  particularly  aa 
seen  in  the  myriads  of  isolated  molecules,  certainly 
may  be  nothing  more  than  those  seen  by  microscopical 
observers  in  inorganic  particles ;  but  there  are  others 
to  be  seen  by  care  and  attention  which  most  he  some- 
thing more. 

Cash  ix. 
chances  on  tub  penis. 

Objects  and  motions  in  all  respects  analogous  and 
similar  to  the  last  case. 

Case  x. 
foeulent  beuption  feok  t  ast  as  em  stic  . 

ointment. 
Objects,  dec,  in  the  white  matter,  precisely  the  same 
in  every  respect  ss  before. 

EXPERIMENTS. 

Eiperiamit  1.— A  lew  muscular  fibres  of  raw  beef 
that  had  been  expeeed  for  two  or  three  days  to  the 
air,  but  were  perfectly  fresh,  were  placed  .in  a  watch- 
glass,  with  a  fewdrops  of  pure  pomp  water*  .'The glass 
wss  placed  in  a  saucer,  and  water  poured  into  the 
saucer ;  an  inverted  tumbler  was  then  placed  over  the 
watch-glass,  so  that  the  water  in.  the  saucer  excluded 
the  outer  air.  <  The  whole  was  placed  on  a  warm  mantel 
shelf,  over  the  fire.  In  twelve  hours  the  fluid  swarmed 
with  living  forms,  darting  and  moving  about  with  great 
energy  in  all  directions,  the  generality  of  them  not 
being  larger  than  some  of*  the  i 
saovingiu  the  totatior  of  til 
pemientlyin  saliva* 

jfcmerwjisn*  2.^-A  few, (muscular,  fibres  were  cut  out 
from  the  interior  of  a,A*ah  keTvpf.  veal,  no  that  they 
were  not  exposed  to  the  air  longer  than  the  time 
taken  to  place  them  in  the  same  circumstances,  as  In 
the  former  experiment.  In  two  days  the  fluid  was 
clouded,  and  somewhat  milky,  from  the  pteatace  of 
myriads  of  Uving  forms,  the  sanmsn  those  see*,  in  the 


lfejMris*snt3.--Anew stoppered  bottietbat  had  never 
been  used,  was  filled  at  the  butchers  with  blood,  flowing 
from  a  dying  sheep,  and  immediately  stoppered.  At 
the  expiration  of  two  hours,  a  little  serum,  coloured 
red,  with  red  cells,  was  placed,  in  the  same  eircunv 
stances  as  in  the  experiments  1  and  2.  In  electee* 
hours  the  fluid  was  found  filled  with  minute  asafe- 
cules,  and  with  little  masses  of  aggregated  molecules, 
not  in  motion  \  none  of  which  were  to  be  seen  in  the 
fluid  when  it  was  placed  in  the  watch-glass.  In  forty- 
eight  hours  more  the  fluid  was  filled  with  living  forms, 
similar  in  size,  movement,  and  appearance,  to  those 
seen  in  the  former  instances,  j  by  v  rlC 
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CASE  OF  LOCAL  PARALYSIS. 


jfs]Mrw«i*4  4.— The  taffy  coat  of  blood  taken  from 
a  lean  with  pleurisy,  was  macerated  for  three  dap  ift 
pore  .pump  water;  the  water  was  changed  frequently. 
At  the  end  of  that  period  it  bad  acquired  a  slightly 
taiated  smell.  A  little  whitish  looking  fluid  waa 
scraped  off  with  tlra  blade  of  a  scalpel,  and  myriads  of 


active  forma  were  found  in  it ;  the  major  P«rt  of  them  \  &»  second  occasion,  when  no  such  restriction  is 

placed  upon  them,  we  can  only  lament  over  (heir 
bliudness  and  infatuation,  and  apply  to  them  tbe 
old  bat  pithy  proverb : — "  Quern  Dens  vult  perdere 
prhu  dementat" 

We  have  no  design  of  going  through  the  state, 
ment.  Our  opinion  bas  been  so  recently  expressed 
on  the  subject,  as  to  render  it  unnecessary,  and  it 


being  of  tbe  same  rise  as  tbe  molecules  found  in  the 
interior  of  the  mucous  ceils,  or  in  pus,  or  iu  saliva, 
fyow  do  these  minute  and  active  forms,  (which  hare 
quite  different  and  very  distinct  from  the 
i  of  Brown's  molecule*,)  originate  from  the 
i  of  the  tissues  setting  up  a  series  of  resusci- 
tated vital  actions  on  their  own  account ;  or  do  they 
originate  from  extraneous  germs  or  ova  in  the  air  I 


he   hastily  or   inconsiderately  answered, 
observations  incline  me  to  the  first  solution. 


DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  PLATE. 

The  three  upper  figures  show  the  -usual  forms  of  the 
saueoos  calls  in  saliva,  (magnified  1000  diameters 
h'near,)  and  also  of  numerous  oslls  in  pus,  the  interior 
molecules  being  in  active  motion. 


cells  experience  during  or  after  the  discbarge  of  some 
of  their  contained  molecules. 

The  inmate  and  isolated  dark  points  are  intended  to 
show  the  relative  dinmnsions  of  the  isolated  moving 
molecules  in  the  saliva. 
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m  consideration  of  the  difficult  position  in  which 
they  were  placed,  from  the  limited  number  of  those 
on  whom  they  could  then  confer  Che  Fellowship. 
Bat  when  we  find  the  Council  avowing  their  inten- 
tion of  persisting  in  the  same  invidious  course  on 


The  question  is  too  important  in  a  practical  view  to'  »  «rcely  needful  for  as  to  avow  that  the  weak  and 

My  own  «*«7  way  unsatisfactory  specimen  of  special  pleading 
before  us,  is  not  calculated  to  change  that  opinion* 
We  cannot  however  bat  agree  with  the  Council  In 
tbe  concluding  paragraph  of  their  statement,  u  that 
no  alteration  in  the  Charter,  nor  any  legislative 
enactment,  can  materially  change  the  condition  of 
those  who  have  been  for  some  time  established  in 
TTie  three  lower  figures  show  the  changes thesej  ^ctfce:M  and  that  "  in  tbe  medical  profession  each 

individual  makes  his  own  place  in  society ;  intellect, 
knowledge,  and  integrity,  being  equally  appreciated 
and  respected  in  every  grade  and  station."  It  la 
precisely  for  these  reasons  that,  in  conferring  the 
elective  franchise  on  the  members  of  the  College, 
any  other  distinction,  where  all  were  before  equaX 
than  that  which  seniority  of  standing  confers,  was 
as  uncalled  for  as  it  is  unjust  The  coenolalery 
twfieetion  addressed  to  the  excluded  that,  "if  tbe 
elder  class  of  practitioners  are  interested  m  thews 
changes,  it  is  less  on  their  own  account,  than  oh 
that  of  their  sons  and  successors,'*  is  so  equi- 
vocally expressed  as  almost  to  convey  an  rasuli, 
although  we  cannot  for  one  moment  suppose  that 
soch  wee  intended. 


+  i 
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CASE  OP  LOCAfc  PARALYSIS. 


It  b  with  much  regret  that  we  have  to  direct, 
attention  to  a  document  to  which  we  have  beenj 
requested  to  give  insertion  in  oar  columns.  After! 
tueasttumaceeaentwhfeh  appeared  in  the  ixmdonj 
Medical  Gasette,of  the  17th  of  May,  and  wtichjJ  .? 
bearing,  as  it  seemed  to  us,  all  the  charactersof  ttnf  f 
official,  or  at  least  an^a^^nsed  statement,  waa; 
immediately  copied  into  this  Journal;  we  have 
experienced,  not  only  regret,  but  disappointment* 
that  the  Council  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  should 
have  pot  forth  such  a  document  It  is  perfectly 
true  that  they  owed  to  the  Members  tf  tbe  College1 
an  explanation  of  the  motives  by  which  they  were 
guided  in  the  first  exercise  of  the  power  of  seiec-j 
tion  for  the  Fellowship  intrusted  to  them ;  ancj 
though  this  explanation  is  far  from  satis&ctoryjj 
though  t°*  principles  of  selection  which  the; 
are  distasteful  to  the  majority  of 
lof  the  College,  unequal  in  their  opera-i 
tien,  and  necessarily  lending  to  much  injustice  to 
very  many  eminent  and  accomplished  surgeons, 
had  any  disposition  been  shown  to  exercise  the 
additional  powers  which  they  possess  in  a  moro 

liberal  and  equitable  manner,  tbe  first  error  in  judg-j   for  three  weeks;  at  |he  endof  that  limn  sks  m  lie 
ment  would  have  been,  we  doubt  not,  passed  over,  |  hospital  with  the  full  use  of  the  arm,  and  the  — tr- 


TO  Til  BMTOm  OF  THS  PROVINCIAL  KUMCAA  AMD 
SUaOICAL  JOUaiTAX. 

Sin, 

,JDr.  Bud's  account  of  the  nature  and  treatment  of 
the  *  drop-hand,"  given  in  your  Journal  of  this  day, 
influences  me  in  troubling  you  with  a  short  description 
of  a  similar  case  which  came  under  my  care  in  the 
hospital  at  this  place.  A  woman,  aged  34,  who  was 
nnrsing  her  child,  andin  perfect  health,  awoke  one 
morning  in  February  with  complete  paralysis  of  all  the 
musulesarisiog  below  the  elbow  joint.  In  this  state 
she  was  admitted  into  the  hospital  tbe  end  of  March: 
her  bowels  were  then,  and  had  been  quite  regular;  all 
the  (unctions  were  properly  and  healthuy  performed 
and  there  was  not  the  **>**«*  f*+md  for 
that  she  had  been  exposed  to  the  effects  of  lead." 

I  ordered  her  to  place  tbe  arm  up  to  the  shoulder  in 
a  hot  air  bath,  as  hot  as  she  could  bear  it,  every  day# 
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felons  completely  restored.  The  only  medicine  which 
•be  took,  was  a  -daily  dose  of  the  saline  chalybeate 
water.  I  should  venture  to  recommend'  a  trial  of  this 
plan  of  treatment,  which  possesses  the  advantage  of 
being  less  painful  and  inconvenient  than  the  applica- 
tion of  moxas. 

I  scarcely  know  whether  I  ought  to  occupy  your 
time  and  space  with  so  comparatively  insignificant  a 
case ;  which  I  certainly  should  not  have  done,  had  it 
not  .been  brought  to  my  recollection  by  Dr.  Buel's 
narrative. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  faithful  servant, 
GEORGE  KENNION,  M.D. 

Harrowgate,  May  22, 1844. . 


STATEMENT  RELATING  TO  THE  CHARTER 
LATELY  GRANTED  BY  HER  MAJESTY  TO 
THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS  OF 
ENGLAND. 

The  Council  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of 
England  feel  that  the  time  is  arrived  when  it  is  proper 
for  them  to'  offer  some  observations,  in  explanation 
of  the  principal  changes  which  the  Charter,  lately 
granted  by  her  Majesty,  has  occasioned  in  the  consti* 
lotion  of  die  College,  and  on  the  ultimate  effect  Which 
these  changes  may  be  expected  to  produce  In  the  con- 
dition of  the  Surgical  profession.  They  avap  them- 
selves of  the  opportunity  thus  afforded  to  state  the 
principles  on  which  tbey  have  hitherto  acted,  and  those 
on  which  they  propose  to  act  hereafter  in  the  exercise 
of  the  new  duties  which  this  Charter  has  imposed  upon 


The  Bye-laws  which  may  hereafter  be  made  for  the 
s^yvernotent  of  the  College  will  hot  be  valid  until 
approved  of  by  the  Crown. 

The  Members  of  the  Council  will  be  elected,  not  for 
life,  bnt  for  a  limited  term  of  years. 

When  vacancies  occur  in  the  Council  tbey  will  be 
suppfied,  not  by  the  Council,  but  by  the  new  body  of 
Fellow*,  who  will  elect  the  new  Members  from  among 


Fellows  of  tbeX*>llegej<wJ|o  nro  no*  Members  of  the 
Council,  will  be  equally  eligible  to  the  Court  of  Exami- 
ners with  those  who  are ;  and  future  Examiners  will 
hold  their  office  only  during  the  pleasure  of  the 
Council. 

One  object  of  her  Majesty's  Advisers,  in  establishing 
the  Class  of  Fellows,  was  to  create  a  sufficient  Con- 
stituency for  the  election  of  the  Council.  The  same 
end  might  have  been  attained  by  simpler  means,  such 
as  giving  the  franchise  to  members  of  a  certain  standing 
in  the  College;  but  another  and  expressly  avowed 
purpose  was  to  promote  a  spirit  of  emulation  among 
Svrgeonvto  afford  additional  inducements  to  exertion 
in  the  cultivation  of  science,  and  thus  to  increase  the 
utility  and  elevate  the  character  of  the  Surgical 
piofessido.  After  the  expiration  of  one  year  from  the 
date  of  the  Charter,  no  one  will  be  admitted  into  the 
rank  of  Fellows,  uritfl  he  has  undergone  a  strict  and 
lengthened  examination,  not  only  in  practical  surgery, 
bat  also  in  the  collateral  sciences.  They  who  aspire  to 
become  Fellows,  without  having  been  previously 
Monabtrs  of  One  College,  will  be  required  to  have  gone 


through  an  extended  course  of  professional  study  in 
Hospitals  and  Schools,  snd  to  be  at  least  twenty-fire 
years  of  age.  But  the  Fellowship  will  not  be  limited 
to  Candidates  of  this  description ;  and  they  who,  not 
having  had  the  same  advantages  of  education,  have 
been  admitted  as  members  at  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
may,  after  having  been  engaged  in  Practice  for  a  certain 
number  of  years,  represent  to  the  Council  that  they 
have  continued  to  study  their  profession  as  a  science, 
and  claim  on  these  grounds  to  he  examined  for  the 
Fellowship.  Thus  any  individual,  however  limited  his 
means  of  Improvement  may  have  been  in  early  life,  may 
raise  himself  by  his  own  indnstry  and  talents  to  the 
same  rank  In  the  College  with  those  who  were  in  the 
first  instance  more  fortunately  situated.  No  one  who 
dMrcs  to  attain  the  Fellowship  can  complain  that  it  is 
not  within  his  reach,  or  that  he  is  prevented  from 
becoming  an  Elector,  or  a  Member  of  the  Council^  cjr 
of  the  Court  of  Examiners. 

Candidates  for  the  Fellowship  at  twenty-five  years  of 
sge,  will  have  had  the  opportunity  of  obtaining  a  liberal 
general  education,  previously  to  entering  on  the  studies 
peculiar  to  their  profession ;  and  it  is  reasonable  to 
expect  that  the  example  of  such  well-educated  persons 
will  influence  those,  whose  preliminary  education  his 
been  imperfect,  to  supply  the  deficiency  by  devoting  to 
4ne  acquirement  of  various  knowledge  and  the  general 
cultivation  of  the  mind  a  portion  of  the  leisure  Which 
falls  to  the  lot  of  every  young  practitioner. 

The  course  to  be  pursued  in  the  future  admission  of 
"Fellows  is  sufficiently  obvious  ;  but  the  new  Charter 
Imposed  upon  the  Council  another  task  of  mnch 
greater  difficulty,  that  of  selecting,  from  among  the 
jnany  thousand  Members  of  the  College,  a  Hmited 
number  of  individuals  to  be  nominated  as  Fellows  hi 
the  first  instance,  so  as  to  form  an  immediate  con- 
stituency for  the  future  election  of  Members  of  the 
Council. 

The  following  provisions  of  the  Charter,  on  this 
subject,  give  to  the  Council  the  absolute  power  of  nomi- 
nation, without  conferring  on  any  description  of 
Members  the  right  to  be  so  nominated. 

"The  Council  of  the  said  College,  with  nil  conve- 
cnient  speed  after  the  date  of  these  Our  Letters  Pateni, 
and' before  the  expiration. of  three  calendar  months 
from  "the*  "date  hereof,  antruiWch  manner  as  the  said 
Council  shall  deem  best,  snail  elect'lb  be  Feflows  of 
the  said  College  any  such  number  of  persons,  being 
Members  of  the  said  College,  and  not  being  hi  the 
whole  less  than  250  nor  more  than  300,  as  the  saul 
Council  shall  think  proper." 

"It  shall  also  be  lawful  for  the  Council  of  the  M&1 
College,  at  any  time  or  times,  after  the  expiration  of 
the  said  three  calendar  months,  and  before  the  expira- 
tion of  one  year  from  the  date  hereof,  by  diploma  or 
diplomas  under  the  seal  of  the  said  College,  and  in 
such  form  as  the  said  Council  shall  think  fit,  and 
without  any  fee,  to  appoint  any  other  person  or  persons, 
being  a  Member  or  Members  of  the  ssid  College,  to 
be  a  Fellow  or  Fellows  of  the  said  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons  of  England/* 

When  these  passages  of  the  Charter  are  considered 
in  reference  to  each  other,  and  in  combination  with  the 
circumstances  that  the  nomination  of  Fellows  by  the 
Council  is  only  a  temporary  expedient,  designs*)  to 
provide,  In  the  first  instance,  that  Constituency  when 
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will  be  supplied  hereafter  by  Fellows  admitted  on 
examination,  it  will  be  obvious  that  the  framers  o/jbc 
Charter  did  not  intend  that  the  Fellows  to  be  thus 
nominated  should  greatly  exceed  the  number  of  three 
hundred. 

The  Council  entered  on  the  duty  assigned  to  then* 
by  these  provisions  of  the  Charter  with  a  full  sense  of 
its  invidious  nature.  They  were  aware  that  of  those, 
not  included  in  the  list  of  Fellows,  a  considerable 
number  would  feel  and  express  dissatisfaction.  But 
they  have  done  what  was  required  of  them  to  the  best 
of  their  ability,  and  have  made  the  selection  altogether 
on  public  grounds,  without  favour  or  prejudice,  and 
uninfluenced  by  private  motives.  The  following  state- 
ment will  sufficiently  explain  the  principles  on  wbkhi 
they  have  acted. 

The  great  majority  of  the  Members  of  this  Colfege 
are  less  engaged  an  the  practice  of  Surgery  than  in 
that  of  Medicine,  Midwifery,  and  Pharmacy,  and  many 
of  them  have  arrived  at  well-deserved  eminence  in 
these  latter  departments  of  the  Medical  profession. 
But  the  Council,  keeping  in  view  the  objects  for  which 
the  College  was  especially  established,  have  felt  ittheir 
duty,  in  the  nomination  of  Fellows,  to  regard  chiefly 
the  qualifications  of  Members  as  practitioners  in 
Surgery,  or  as  improvers  of  those  sciences  which  tend 
to  its  advancement. 

L  In  accordance  with  this  principle,  they  placed  In 
the  list  of  Fellows  the  Surgeons  of  all  the  Hospitals  in 
England  and  Wales  which  are  recognised  by  thein  as 
schools  of  Surgery;  and  they  did  so  under  the  con- 
viction that  the  Surgeons  of  large  Hospitals  have  the 
best  opportunity  of  experience  in  Surgery,  and  that 
they  are  the  persons  principally  consulted  in  private 
practice,  and  referred  to  by  other  practitioners,  fft' 
surgical  cases. 

2.  But  they  were  aware  that  in  several  parts  of  the 
kingdom  there  are  Members  of  the  College  having 
considerable  reputation  as  Surgeons,  and  called  into 
consultation  in  surgical  cases  by  the  practitioners  in 
their  neighbourhood,  although  they  have  no  connexion 
with  Hospitals;  and  the  Council  thought  it  right  to 
place  the  most  eminent  of  such  persons  on  the  list  of 
Fellows.  In  executing  this  part  of  their  duties  graft 
circumspection  was  Required,  lest  improper  fcamisf 
should  be  inserted  and-nreper  ones  omitted*  Jn  th# 
respect  the  lis^is^neeesptess,  there  being  individuals 
of  this  class  whose  claims  are  still  under  consideration. 

3.  Not  being  well  acquainted  with  the  qualifications 
of  Military  and  Naval  Surgeons,  and  being  at  the  same 
time  desirous  of  doing  justice  to  them,  the  Council 
applied  for  .assistance  to  the  heads  of  their  respective 
departments;  and  many  of  the  names  included  in  the 
schedule  of  Fellows  are  the  result  of  this  application. 

4.  There  are  in  London  several  practitioners  in 
Surgery,  who,  though  not  connected  with  Hospitals, 
were  considered  eligible  to  the  Council  under  the 
former  Charter  and  according  to  former  usages,  and 
the  Council  therefore  thought  that  they  ought  to  be 

.  admitted  to  the  Fellowship.  Many  of  these  gentle- 
men are  well  known  and  much  esteemed  by  the  pro- 
fession ;  and  the  question  was,  not  whether  they  should 
be  elevated  to  a  new  position,  but  whether  they  should! 
be  displaced  from  one  which  they  had  previously 
occupied. 

5.  Some  individuals,  Jave  been  placed  on  the  list  of 


Fellows  from  having  distinguished  themselves  in  culti- 
vating the  kindred  sciences  of  Anatomy,  Physiology 
and  Natural  History.  The  Council  cannot  but  regard ' 
such  persons  as  ornaments  of  the  College,  and  it  will 
be  gratifying  to  them  to  find  others  of  the  same  class 
who  may  be  added  to  the  list. 

6.  Other  names  have  been  inserted  for  special 
reasons,  being  principally  those  of  Teachers  who  had 
been  recognised  by  former  acts  of  the  Council,  or  of 
persons  holding  important  public  offices.  Among;  the 
latter  are  four  Senators  of  the  University  of  London. 

The  Council  are  empowered  to  nominate  an  addi- 
tional number  of  Fellows  before  the  expiration  of  the 
first  year  from  the  date  of  the  Charter.  This  will 
enable  them  to  supply  the  deficiencies  of  the  former 
list,  in  anticipation  of  which  it  is  evident  that  this 
clause  was  introduced.  In  the  future  nomination  of 
Fellows,  the  Council  see  no  reason  why  they  should 
depart  from  the  general  principles  on  which  they  have 
hitherto  acted ;  though  they  will  make  it  their  object 
to  omit  the  name  of  no  individual  who  is  held  in* 
esteem  by  the  other  Members  of  the  College'  fur  his 
surgical  experience  and  scientific  attainments.  For 
those  who  are  not  yet  so  distinguished,  there  is  an 
honourable  method  of  obtaining  the  Fellowship  by 
examination. 

In  conclusion,  the  Council  take  the  liberty  of  observ- 
ing, that  no  alteration  in  the  Charter,  nor  any  legislative 
enactment,  can  materially  change  the  condition  of 
those  who  have  been  for  some  time  established  in  prac- 
tice. In  the  Medical  profession  each  individual  makes 
his  own  place  in  society;  intellect,  knowledge  and 
integrity  being  equally  appreciated  and  respected  in 
every  grade  and  station.  If  the  changes  introduced 
by  the  present  Charter  are  to  have  the  cdfect  of  ele- 
vating the  character  of  the  Surgical  profession  generally, 
it  will  be  in  the  next  rather  than  in  the  present 
generation ;  and  if  the  elder  practitioners  are  interested 
in  these  changes,  it  is  less  on,  their  own  account,  than 
on  that  of  their  sons  and  successors. 

By  order  of  the  Council, 

EDMUND  BELFQVft,    * 
Secretary. 

Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  May  25, 1844. 

l€m.u  v     ■*'«n»is s        -•• 

SURREY    BENEVOLENT    MEDICAL 
SOCIETY. 

TO  THB  EDITOR  Of  THE  PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND 
SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

Sim, 
On  behalf  of  the   M  Surrey  Benevolent  Medical 
Society,"  I  have  to  request  the  favour  of  you  to  cause 
the  following  resolutions  to  be  inserted  in  the  next 
number  of  your  Journal. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant,    . 
PETER  MARTIN*  Secretary*. 
Reigate,  May  28, 1844. 

The  printed  statement  of  the  Society  of  AP0**  " 
caries,  recently  published,  having  been  circulated  for 
perusal  among  the  members  of  this  Society*  and  a 
copy  thereof  presented  by  the  President  to  the  half* 
yearly  general  meeting  of  the  Surrey  Bcnsttoles* 
Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 
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IMkalSochHy.held  atBpnom,on  Monday  the  27th 


Jtnm  inured  by  Dr.  Mayd,  of  £psom,  and  seconded 
by  Edward  Westall,  Esq.,  of  Croydon,  and  resolved 


That  Che  thanks  of  the  Surrey  Benevolent  Medical 
Society  be  tendered  to  the  Society  of  Apothecaries, 
tor  their  very  satisnsetory  statement. 

That  it  isvtbe  opinion  of  this  Society  that  the 
whole  Medical  Profession,  bat  more  especially  the 
great  body  of  General  Practitioners,  is  deeply  indebted 
totheSociety  of  Apothecaries,  for  the  able,  upright,  and 
esVwnt  manner,  in  which  it  has  carried  out  the  objects, 
sad  enforced  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  1815. 

That  under  its  administration  of  that  Act,  the  edu- 
cation of  the  General  Practitioner  has  been  greatly 
improved,  has  moral  and  intellectual  character  elevated, 
Ids  influence  in  sodety  proportionally  increased,  and 
Us  respectability  and  dignified  position  more  fully 
otsblished  in  pnbUc  estimation. 

That  Medical  Science  has  advanced,  and  a  vast 
increase  of  professional  knowledge  has  resulted  from 
iti  cautious,  but  steadily  increased  scale  of  require- 
ment from  candidates  for  the  license,  and  it*  wise 
development  of  the  power  with  which  it  was  invested 
by  that  Aot»  and  that  incalculable  benefits  have  resulted 
to  the  nubias  from  the  honest  and  able  manner  in 
which  the  5ocjnty  of  Apothecaries  has  discharged  the 
anlcujt  and  responsible  duties  imposed  upon  it  by  the 
kgisUtare, 

That  the-  Resident  do,  on  behalf  of  this  Society, 
coauuuncaae  this  resolution  to  the  Society  of  Apothe- 
caries, with  ma  assurance  of  warm  participation  in  the 
giataf uL  feelings  which  it  is  believed  are  generally 
entertained  towards  it  by  the  great  body  of  the  Medi- 
csl  Pro/cmfM 


STATEMENT  OP  Tfi*  SOCIETY  OP 
APOTHECARIES. 

TO  THE   SmiTO*  Of  THE  PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND 
SURGICAL  JOURNAL, 

Sim* 

In  the  statement  which  the  Sodety  of  Apothecaries 
have  just  published  on  the  subject  of  their  administra- 
tion of  the  Act  of  1815,  there  are  two  features  which 
cannot  be  overlooked,  namely,  the  great  modesty  with 
which  they  have  drawn  up  their  case,  and  the  trium- 
phant and  convincing  manner  in  which  they  have 
established  their  solid  pretensions  to  the  confidence  of 
the  general  practitioners  of  the  united  kingdom. 

Out  of  this  mouths  of  their  very  enemies  they  have 
reluctant  praise — one  strong  proof  of  their 
merit,  whim  the  simple  plain  statement 
of  their  proceedings  under  the  Act  of  1815,  up 
tame  present  time,  furnishes  a  record  of  services,  as 
yet  too  little  appreciated  by  the  public,  bat  whose 
beneficial  influence  and  moral  effects  have  been  in 
silent  operation  for  nearly  thirty  years,  and  have  raised 
the  medical  profession  from  a  very  equivocal,  to  a 
rasfly  high  standard  of  respectability. 

Could  it,  then,  Sir,  have  been  believed  that  a 
Secretary  of  State  should  undertake  a  plan  of  Medical 
Reform,  and  actually  frame  a  Bill  with  such  a  purport, 
without  once  conferring  with  a  body  of  men  who  had 
beam  for  n  quarter  of  a  century  the  honest  and  upright, 
and   mow,  the  universally   acknowledged   able   and 


efficient  executive  of  a  Parliamentary  enaetmenf ; 
which,  through  their  means  has  con/erred  incalculable 
advantages  on  the  public,  and  diffuse  throughout  the 
tjnm|pm,  and  very,  far  beyond  its  limhm,  all  the  bless- 
ings resulting  from  a  vast  increase  of  medical 
knowledge. 

Yet,  Sir,  such  is  the  fact ;  our  Home  Secretary  has 
not  condescended  to  ask  a  question,  much  more, 
advice,  from  any  tndfvivfdual  of  that  respectable  body, 
but  has  presumed  to  enter  upon  tMs  most  important 
and  difficult  undertaking  in,  apparently,  happy  igno- 
rance of  its  existence;  or,  in  ease  of  denial  as  to  the 
latter  charge,  he  has  offered  to  the  great  body  of  the 
profession  a  most  unjustifiable  and  deliberate  insult,  in 
this  supercilious  indifference  to  the  present  regulations 
for  general  medical  education* 

Former  experience  of  the  medical  operations  of  Sh* 
James  Graham,  has  no  tendency  to  inspire  us  with  con- 
fidence, either  in  his  wisdom  or  good  intentions.  We 
have  only  to  look  back  upon  his  very  recent  trans- 
actions, with  regard  to  the  College  Charter,  to  feel 
suspicious  of  any  interference  threatened  by  him.  And 
it  now  behoves  the  general  practitioner  to  be  on  the 
alert,  atad  prepare  himself  for  strenuous  insistence 
should  his  present  or  f oture-mterests,  his  respectability 
and  standing  in  society,  be  increased  or  endangered  by 
the  new  project. 

There  must  be  no  hesitation,  no  reluctance  to  come 
forward ;  there  must  be  a  combined  force  to  show 
irresmtible  strength,  and  a  sincere  and  zealous  co-ope- 
ration to  defeat  jobbery,  and  to  secure  a  genuine 
medical  reform. 

The  general  practitioner  must  not  entrust  his 
interests  to  the  bands  of  others ;  he  must  not  allow 
any  other  grade  to  interfere  in  his  education,  or 
acknowledge  any  power  to  control  his  practice  that 
does  not  emanate  from  members  of  his  own  rank.  He 
must  admit  of  .no  superiority  in,  or  dictation  from,  or 
amalgamation  with,  any  other  body  of  men,  claiming 
exclusive  and  separate  privileges  from  himself. 

In  short,  Jke  will  riot  only  compromise;  but  swamp 
his  puesont  rcajmeUbility^by  allomseg  Ins  qualifications 
mhs&mted  byjjxamtnation  inrMS/BJourt  which  does 
not  consist  of  properly  qwOMed'a^wmP  p#ae^  doner*  r 
But,  it  may  be  asked,  under  whose  banner  should  the 
general  practitioner  contend  ?  Had  I  ever  any  double 
of  the  principles  which  swayed  the  Society  of  Apothe- 
caries, or  the  zeal  or  integrity  with  which  they  enforced 
totheirutmost  power,  the  provisions  of  their  Act  of  1815, 
their  late  publication,  would  have -effectually  removed 
them.  And.  I  now  appeal  to  my  brother  practitioners, 
whether  they  can  do  better  than  at  once  cordially 
unite  ^rjtb  that  respectable  body,  so  long  and  so  folly 
tried;  and  from  their  chartered  position,  and  recog- 
nised authority,  so  capable  of  taking  the  lead,  and 
requiring  nothing  but  powerful  co-operation  to  ensure 
success.  As  the  Home  Secretary  is  shortly  to  favour 
us  with  his  plan,  we  have  no  time  to  lose;  we  must  be 
up  and  stirring,  and  prepare  for  action  ;  and  I  hope, 
Sir,  that  you  will  not  only  sanction  this  appeal  with 
yonr  approbation,. but  add  to  it  your  own  powerful 
influence,  to  render  it  effectual. 

I  remain,  Sir,  yonr  humble  servant, 

ALFRED  HARDWICKR,  M.D., 
A  Retired  General  PractttiaKar. 
Kensington,  May  25, 1844. 


i*. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


VACCINATION  UNDER  THE  POOR-LAW. 


ro  turn  Borrow  or  twb  rnovtworaL  mbdical  a*p 

BfJBOIOAL  JOVBKAL.  a 

SlA, 

The  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  HolUngbourn 
Union,  county  of  Kent,  pay  £s.  «.  per  cant  for  Vacci- 
nation. If  I  might  advise  the  Ely  Union  Surgeons,  I 
would  recommend  them  to  take  2s*  as  that  sum  is* 
becoming  pretty  generally  understood  to  be  the  amount 
sanctioned  by  the  Poor-Law  Commhwjonetn. 

I  regret  to  say,  too  many  Unions  pay  a  much  lew 
price,  even  in  rural  districts,  thinly  populated.  The 
population  of  thepurishes  I  attend  as  District  Surgeon 
amounts  to  nearly  4,500.  Since  the  introduction  of 
the  Vaccination  Act,  I  hare  registered  750  cases,  for 
which  I  am  paid  2s.  per  case. 

I  am,  Sir, 

«,     ,  .  Yours  ^ery  Obediently, 

May  22, 1844.  C. 


QUEEN'S  COLLEGE,  BIRMINGH AH. 
The  foundation  stone  of  the  Chapel  of  Queen's 
College,  Birmingham,  was  laid  on  the  10th  of  May  last* 
hy  the  Her.  Chancellor  Law,  assisted,  hy  the  Rev. 
Vaughan  Thomas,  in  the  presence  of  the  Council,  the 
Waro^,sndUieProfeesonoftlie<^41egcandHQt^Ul. 


METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAL  FOR  APRIL. 

1844. 
Kept  at  Sidmouth, 

BT  W.  H.  CuiLBN,  M.D„  SUBOBON. 

Mean  of  External  Thermometer  at  9  a.m.  53.59 

v    ...........    .  r.at.  46\09 

......    the  Maxima,    ....  57.75 

• Minima,     ....  42.40 

\  Mean  dattyrange.    14*9      ^\  j  v' 

B>treoM  highest  on  thn27th^    .  .^6h9+i 

r«/'    'Whtf^miZtk  \    .            .  37. 
Extreme  range.    27.75 

Mean  Dewpotnt  at  9  a.m 47.58 

.      f.m 42.30 

Mean  of  Barometer  at  9  a.m 30.134 

p.m 30.113 

Extreme  mghest  on  the  9th 30.501 

.    .      'lowest  on  the  5th       29.650 

Extreme  range.      .851 

Number  of  days  fine. 22 

....     on  which  any  rain  fell  3 

Variable  and  dull      ...  4 

Ousntity  of  rain  in  inches  .  „ 888 

4-Sths  of  that  feO  on  the  6th. 

PB8TA1MHO  WINDS. 

N.  1  N.ETj  E.  I  8.E.'(  S.  |  8.W.  |  W.  [  N.W. 
1      2     I    1    1      7     |    7    |      1      1    3    |      9 

Mean  of  External  Tbermouieter  for  seven 
preceding  years        ..   .    .    .    47.73 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Members,  Friday,  May*S4oV- 
H.  Kingsfey;  N.  J.  Dumpier;  T.  Caflaway; a  J. 
Remnant;  R.  Ellis;  E.  S.  aVotheroe;  R. H. Denoran ; 
J.  M.  Moullin;  J.  Cowburn;  T.  HipweU;  H. C 
Byam;  G.  F.  Wills ;  H..  Fearnside. 

Admitted  Monday,  May  27th.— J.  T.  Caddy;  C.  J. 
Tomkins;  T.  WiUey;  W.  Bourne;  N.  Packer;  G.8. 
Penny ;  K.  Tomson ;  S.  Barnes ;  W.  Few;  C.Clarke; 
W.  A.  Blddie ;  C.  H.  Barber. 


PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 

We  have  to  announce  that  the  Twelfth  Volume  of 
the  Transactions  is  now  published,  and  that  the  copies 
intended  for  distribution  amongst  the  members  hare 
been  forwarded  to  their  respective  destinations. 


BOOKS  RECEIVED.  % 

The  Nature  and  Treatment'  of  Deafness  end  Dis- 
eases of  the  Ear ;  and  the  Treatment  of  the*  Deaf  and 
Dumb.  By  William  Dufton,.  M.R.C.6.  < Louden: 
Churchil,  1644.  •  ttmo,  pp.  118.  * 

On  Dysmenorrheas  and  other  Uterine  Affections  in 
Connection  with  Derangement  of  the  Assimilating 
Functions.  By  Edward  Rigby,  M.D„  Fellow' bf  the 
Royal  College'  of  Physicians;  Physieiah  to  the  General 
^ying^n-Hbsnital,  &c.  ftc.  London :  Renshaw,  1614. 
12mo.    pp.124.    Plates.  -      -si 

Mental  Hygiene :  or  an  Examination  of  the  intel- 
lect and  Passions,  designed  to  illustrate  their  Influence 
on  Health  and  the  Duration  of  Life.  By  William 
Sweetser,  M.D.,  late  Professor  of  the  Theory  end 
Practice  of  "Physic,  dec.  (Reprinted  from  the  American 
Editioo.)  Edinburgh :  Machlachlnn,  Stewart,  ft  Co. 
8vo.,  pp.  60. 

On  the  Comparative  Value  of.  the  Preparations  of 
Mercury  and  Iodine  in  the  Treatment  of  Syphihs.  Br 
Edward  Octavius  Hocken,  M.D.,  &c,  Physician  to  the 
Blenheim  Street  Infirmary.  (From  the  iSomburgh 
iMedieal  and  Surgical  Journal,  No.  159.)  ftro*  pp.>4*. 

Remarks  on  tbe^UfceMrf  Vivisection  as  a  Means  of 
Scientific  ResearcSi^r  Ufa  addressed,  .to  the 
Earl  of  Caernarvon,  President  of  the  Society  for  Ere- 
renting  Cruelty  to  Animate.  By  Richard  Jameson. 
London:  Bailliere.    1844.  8ro.,  pp.  52. 

The  Causes,  Nature,  Diagnosis,  and  Treatment  of 
Acute  Hydrocephalus;  or  Water  in  the  Head.  A 
Prize  Essay,  to  which  the  Medical  Society  of  London 
awarded  the  Fothergillian  Gold  Medal  for  1842.  By 
James  Risdon  Bennett,  M.D.,  Edin.,  Member  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Physicians  of  London,  ftc,  &c. 
London :  Higfaley,  1843 }  8ron  pp.  248. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Communications  have  been  received  from  Mr.  Fisher ; 
A  General  Practitioner;  The  Birmingham  Patho- 
logical Society ;  Mr.  Dorringtoh,  and  Mr.  Stores. 

We  have  to  apologise  to  Dr.  North  Arnold  for  the  delay 
which  has  taken  place  in  the  insertion  of  his  letter, 
and  hope  soon  to  make  room  for  it. 

Mr.  Crosse's  Case,  and  Mr.  Eden's  Communication,  are 
both  in  type,  and  will  appear  in  the  next  number. 

Dr.  Cowants  seojasmshaJLbe  complied  with. 
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SHEFFIELD  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

Summary  of  the  Scientific  Transactions  of  the 
Session  beginning  October  5,  1843;  and  ending 
April  18, 1844  By  J.  Law,  Esq.,  Member  of 
the  Faculty  of  Physicians,  Glasgow. 

This  night  terminates  the  third  Session  of  the 
Sheffield  Medical  Society,  and  imposes  on  the 
members  the  task  of  listening  to  an  address,  from 
which  probably  will  be  derived  but  little  gratifica- 
tion, and  ne  useful  instruction.  The  hearers, 
having  been  pretty  diligent  in  their  attendance,  are 
well  acquainted  with  the  details  now  to  be 
reviewed ;  and  the  reader,  unabte  to  invest  familiar 
objects  with  the  attractions  of  novelty,  is  appre- 
hensive that  his  retrospect  will  be  received — 
*  Like  a  thrice  told  tale, 
Vexing  the  dull  ear  of  a  drowsy  man." 

Those,  however,  who  expect  only  a  fair  and 
impartial  epitome  of  the  Society's  transactions,  will 
not  be  disappointed;  but  aU  will  perceive  the 
absence  of  those  practical  commentaries  and 
learned  criticisms,  which,  judiciously  introduced, 
give  value  to  documents  of  this  description. 

On  taking  a  general  glance  at  the  whole  of  the 
transactions  of  the  past  Session,  it  appears  that 
several  cases,  replete  with  pathological  interest, 
have  been  orally  detailed  ;  and  that  the  papers, 
short,  practical,  varied,  and  instructive,  have  been 
send,  except  in  four  instances,  according  to  the 
aunouncements  in  the  printed  circulars.  In  the  first 
of  these,  Mr.  Overend  attended  for  the  purpose  of 
reading  his  paper,  but  waa  prevented  from  doing 
so  by  an  urgent  professional  call ;  in  the  second 
instance,  which  occurred  on  the  28th  of  December, 
there  were  no  transactions;  in  the  third,  Dr. 
Harwood  was  prevented  from  reading  his  com- 
munication; and  in  the  last,  Mr.  Chesman. 
Hie'  indefatigable  President  compensated  the 
Society  for  the  first  disappointment,  by  relating 
a  rare  case  of  abscess  of  the  brain  and  liver.  Mr. 
H.  Jackson  and  Mr.  Turton  ably  supplied  the 
nfece  of  Pr. , Harwood,  the  former  gentleman 
giving  some  particulars  of  a  case  of  fangoa 
nematodes,  and  the  latter  the  history  of  a  ease 
of  phlegmasia  dolens,  unconnected  either  with 
parturition  or  abortion.  As  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr* 
tifasman  were  fortunately  engaged  to  read  papers 
'  Ho.lI,  Jane  1&  1844. 


on  the  same  night,  the  inconvenience  resulting  from 
the  absence  or*  the  one.  was  rendered  almost  inconsi- 
derable by  the  judicious  paper  on  strumous 
ophthalmia,  of  the  other. 

The  polemical  part  of  the  Society's  transactions 
for  this  Session  is  marked  by  good  taste,  and 
betrays  no  deficiency  in  interesting  practical 
information. 

•  Numerous  and  very  interesting  specimens  of 
morbid  anatomy  have  been  shown  to  the  members. 
During  the  last  session,  there  were  only  three  meet- 
ings at  which  some  diseased  part  was  not  produced  ; 
and  this  Session,  although  it  numbers  five  meetings 
at  which  none  was  exhibited,  has  yet  the  advantage, 
in  this  department,  over  its  predecessor.  For  this 
(act,  which  forms  a  fair  subject  for  congratulation, 
the  President  ought  to  be  thanked.  The  frequent 
occurrence  of  his  name  in  the  classification  prepared 
by  the  reader,  will  show  the  validity  of  his  tide  to 
the  Society's  gratitude.  Surely  the  opportunity ' 
here  afforded  to  the  members  of  studying  morbid 
lesions,  is  incompatible  with  the  fiuntest  appro*  - 
tension  as  to  the  permanence  and  stability  of  this 
institution.  In  this  opportunity  alone  may  be 
found  ample  remuneration  for  the  trouble  of 
attendance  ;  and  it  ought  to  be  a  sufficient,  even  if 
it  were  the  only  inducement  with  the  profession,  to 
support  the  Society.  Amenable  to  no  authority 
but  that  of  nature,  morbid  anatomy  conducts  the 
ingenuous  inquirer,  by  the  simple  and  intelligible 
route  of  induction,  to  the  temple  of  unchanging 
truth. . 

The  number  of  the  members  has  undergone 
no  diminution.  In  the  last  address  they  went 
stated  at  thirty-four ;  there  are  now  thirty-live. 
In  the  midst  of  this  prosperity,  on  which  the 
reader  takes  the  liberty  of  cordially  congratulating 
his  hearers,  how  happens  it  that  the  latter  meetings 
of  this  session  have  not  been  very  well  attended  ? 
How  is  ibis  circumstance  to  he  explained }  Sorery 
it  is  attributable  to  tbe  unavoidable  engagements 
of  the  members,  for  it  cannot  be  believed  tfcs4  the 
important  advantages  of  Medical  Societies  are  not 
still  duly  estimated  in  Sheffield;  for  wkpeu^any 
laboured  argument,  these  advantages  are  sufficiency 
Obvious.  An  hour  given  to  friendly  prpfessjonal 
conversation  is  more  fruitful  than  two  devoted 
either  to  reading  or  solitary  refection.    Discission 
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is  the  steel  and  opinion  the  flint.  By  their  mutual 
notion  the  precious  light  of  truth  is  obtained  and 
diffused.  Discussion,  that  cares  not  for  victory  and 
aims  only  at  improvement,  is  here  intended.  M  Tot 
homines,  tot  sentential,'*  is  especially  true  with 
respect  to  medical  subjects;  but  if  truth  have  a 
real  existence,  then  these  contradictory  views  must 
in  all  cases  be  associated  with  error,  another  name 
for  ignorance.  It  is  wise,  therefore,  in  the  calm 
spirit  of  impartial  philosophical  inquiry,  to  compare 
these  contradictory  views  together,  and  to  weigh 
them  in  the  accurate  balance  of  reason  and  expe- 
rience. 

"Thoughts  disentangle, 
Passing  o'er  the  lip/' 

The  words  are  stale,  but  they  forcibly  declare  a 
valuable  sentiment,  peculiarly  applicable  to  the 
present  subject  It  might,  indeed,  without  any 
sophistry,  be  contended  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
medical  men  to  associate  together  for  the  advance- 
ment of  their  art  Man  is  bound  by  the  laws  of 
benevolence  to  do  all  the  good  in  bis  power. 
Knowledge  is  the  means  by  which  the  medical  man 
does  good.  He  ought,  therefore,  to  obtain  as  much 
of  it  as  he  can;  and  to  diffuse  it  as  widely  as 
possible.    Now,  Societies  like  this  are  admirably 


adapted  both  for  the  attainment  and  diffusion  of 
knowledge;  they  are  entitled  to  the  approbation 
of  all,  and  they  will  ever  be  sustained  by  the 
enlightened  influence  of  the  wise  and  good. 

A  hint  which  proceeded  from  a  gentleman  present 
is  perhaps  worthy  of  some  consideration.  Would 
there  be  any  advantage  in  instituting  a  Christmas 
recess  of  one  month,  and  continuing  the  session  to 
May  inclusive,  so  as  to  have  fifteen  meetings  as  at 
present?  On  this  question  the  reader  does  not  offer 
an  opinion.  The  rules  were  formed  after  mature 
deliberation,  and  should  not  be  hastily  altered.  It 
will  be  found  easier  to  make  new  than  better  laws. 

A  nearer  view  of  the  past  session  must  now  be 
taken.  The  papers,  cases,  diseased  parts,  books, 
and  instruments,  brought  before  the  Society  at  the 
last  thirteen  meetings,  are  arranged  in  seven 
classes.  Each  paper,  &c.,  is  numbered,  and  the 
name  of  the  contributor,  with  the  date  and  page,  is 
attached.  It  is  unnecessary  to  say  anything  in 
defence  of  this  classification.  It  is  adopted  for 
convenience,  it  makes  reference  easy,  and  consti- 
tutes, indeed,  a  very  condensed  abstract  of  the 
whole  proceedings.  It  required  more  labour  than 
skill  to  construct  it;  but  if  it  be  acceptable  to  the 
Society,  the  labourer  will  not  then  be  without  ms 
hire* 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  PAPERS,  CASES,  DISEASED  PARTS,  BOOKS,  INSTRUMENTS,  fte* 
BROUGHT  BEFORE  THE  SHEFFIELD  MEDICAL  SOCIETY  DURING  THE  THIRD  SESSION, 
BEGINNING  OCTOBER  5th,  1843,  AND  ENDING  APRIL  18th,  1844. 


Mo. 


Class  i.— SvaoaaY. 


Reader,  Contributor, 
or  Exhibitor. 


Date. 


Page 


4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 


11 


12 


13 
14 
15 
16 
V17 


A  spiral  spring  trass,  invented  by  a  non-medical  person 

A  paper  on  the  influence  of  local  injuries  in  the  early  periods? 

of  life S 

The  condyles  of  the  ossa  femorum,  cartilages  thinned  and  indu-/ 

rated,  not  ulcerated $ 

Paper  on  the  effects  of  digitalis,  as  a  local  application  . 

Uterus  and  perforated  bladder 

A  scirrhous  testis  extirpated 

A  paper  on  scirrbus  of  the  breast 

A  case  of  fungus  hsinatodes 

A  paper  on  fracture  of  the  skull 

A  paper  on  strumous  ophthalmia 


Class  ii. — Rbsfi&atoky  System. 

Four  specimens  of  grinders'  lungs,  upper  lobes  condensed,  bron- 
chial glands  enlarged,  pulmonary  tissue  and  bronchial  mucous  j 
membrane  congested I 

Portions  of  the  lungs  and  some  bronchial  glands  of  a  stone-] 
mason,  resembling  the  condition  of  those  parts  ia  Grinders' 
Asthma 1 

A  drawing,  by  Dr.  Branson,  of  lung  affected  with  pulmonary  j 
apoptaria.    Hie  patient  was  a  fork-grinder  J 

A  portion  of  lung  of  a  scisaor-grinder,  studded  with  currant-) 
like  bodies J 

A  portion  of  lung  of  a  shoe-maker,  presenting  the  colour  and] 
condensation  frequently  seen  in  Grinders'  Asthma  .  * 

A  portion  of  lung  of  a  spring-knife  cutler,  presenting  the  hard- 
aess  and  dark  colour  frequently  seen  in  Grinders'  Asthma 

A  portion  of  lung  of  a  collier,  studded  with  dark  bodies 


Mr.  Thomas 


Mr.  Porter 

Mr.  H.  Jackson 
Dr.  Shearman 
Mr.  Overend 


Mr.  H.  Jackson 
Mr.  Jeeves 
Mr.  H.  Smith 


Dr.  Pavell 


Mr.  Law 

Mr.  Porter 

Dr.  Branson 
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205 
214 

219 

227 
234 
235 
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242 
252 
286 


196 

196 

197 
213 
213 

219 

249 


SHEFFIELD  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


149 


No. 


18 
19 


20 
21 

22 

23 


24 

25 


26 


27 


28 
29 
30 

31 


32 
33 
34 

35 
36 

37 

38 

39 

4  0 

41 

42 

43 


44 
45 

9 


Class  hi.— Circulatory  System. 


A  heart :  Scirrhus  of  the  mitral  vslve 

A  heart :  Dilatation  of  both  auricles,  obstructive  disease  of  the ) 
mitral  opening,  dilatation  of  the  aorta,  and  obstructive  disease  > 
of  the  aortic  orifice I 

A  heart :  Pericardium  adherent,  fatty  deposit,  hypertrophy,  thick-  i 
ening  of  the  mitral  valre ) 

A  heart  and  aortic  arch  :  Hypertrophy,  disease  of  one  segment  ~ 
of  the  sortie  valve,  deposition  probably  atheromatous,  but 
partly  calcareous  in  the  aorta,  which  measured  6$  inches  in 
circumference 

A  heart:  Right auriculo- ventricular  opening,  6 inches  in  circum- 
ference ;  the  under  portion  of  the  tricuspid  valve  tied  down 
by  a  contraction  of  the  chords  tendinee ;  right  auricle  much 
dilated 

A  heart :  Weight  24  oz.  2  dr. ;  walls  of  both  ventricles  thick- 
ened, right  auricle  much  dilated,  as  was  also  the  right  suri- 
culo- ventricular  opening 

A  heart :  Aortic  and  mitral  valves  diseased ;  left  ventricle  dilated 

A  heart :  Weight  21  oz. ;  walls  of  left  ventricle  one  inch  in ) 
thickness ;  right  auriculo-ventricular  opening  large :  steatom-f 
atous  deposit  on  the  aortic  mitral  valves;  aortic  valves  short-  r" 
ened,  thickened,  and  indurated ) 

A  heart:  Milky  appearance  on  the  right  side,  externally  j  small  ^ 
quantity  of  effusion  in  the  pericardium ;  mitral  valve  fringed, ) 
in  its  recent  state,  with  vegetations,  which  have  disappeared  > 
since  the  organ  was  put  in  spirit;  perfect  patency  of  the\ 
foramen  ovale + 

A  case  of  phlegmasia  dolens,  unconnected  either  with  parturition  ) 
or  abortion f 


Class  iv. — Digestive  System. 

Portion  of  the  ileum ;  mucous  membrane  ulcerated 

Portion  of  liver  in  a  state  of  cirrhosis 

A  paper  on  excessive  loading  of  the  bowels  with  fsscal  matter,  j 

resulting  in  death j 

A  liver;  left  lobe  torn  from  the  right  by  external  violence    . 


Class  v. — Cbubbeo-spinal  System. 

A  fungous  growth,  attached  to  the  arachnoid  and  under  surface? 

of  the  dura  mater,  measuring  three  inches  by  one  .        •       J 
A  paper  on  certain  affections  depending  on  abnormal  conditions) 

of  the  nervous  centres > 

A  case  of  abscess  of  the  left  hemisphere  of  the  brain,  with ' 

numerous  abscesses  of  the  liver  and  disease  of  the  vena 

ports  and  mesenteric  veins 

A  case  of  inflammation  of  the  meninges  of  the  medulla  spinalis,  j 

extending  to  the  coverings  of  the  brain  .        .        .        . 
A  paper  on  a  case  of  paralysis  depending  on  intestinal  worms 


Class  yi. — Genito-u&ixaey  System. 

A  girl,  8  years  of  age,  who  had  menstruated  regularly  ever  since  \ 
about  the  completion  of  her  sixth  year,  introduced  to  the  > 
Society J 

A  very  large  kidney     ......... 

Instrument  for  applying  caustic  in  spermatorrhoea 

Two  kidneys ;  weight  1  lb.  4  oz.  2  dr 

Dropsical  ovarian  cyst 

Remarks  on  the  nses  of  the  lever 

Two  kidneys;  in  the  right  one,  abscess  of  the  tubular  portion,  \ 
communicating  with  the  infundibula ;  in  the  left  one,  tuber-  > 
cles  of  the  cortical  structure ) 


Class  vii. — Miscellaneous  Subjects. 

Two  vols,  of  Galen  in  the  original  Greek,  once  she  property  of 
the  celebrated  Rabelais  and  now  of  the  Sheffield  infirmary 

Dr.  W.  H.  Cullen's  tables  of  the  climate  of  Sidmouth,  given 
the  Society  by  the  author 

Nouvean  Reeneil  oVOsteologie  et  Myologie 

A  Fkper  on  the  connection  between  spasmodic  asthma  and  gout 


■\ 


Readcr.Contribtttor. 
or  Exhibitor. 


Mr.  Wilkinson 
Dr.  Shearman 

Dr.  Favcll 
>»        >> 


Dr.  Shearman 
Mr.  Porter 

Dr.  Favell 


Mr.  Turton 


Dr.  Branson 
Mr.  Law 


Dr.  Harwood 
Mr.  H.  Jackson 


Dr.  Favell 


}»        »> 


Dr.  Holland 


Mr.  Cart- 
Mr.  Law 
Mr.  H.  Jackson 
Dr.  Favell 


Mr.  Turton 
Mr.  Porter 


Mr.  H.  Jhckson 

Dr.  Favell 

Digitized  tr 

Dr.  Shesi 

Dr.  Brani 


Date. 


Page 


Oct.  19 
Nov.  2 

»  1* 


Dec.  14 

Jan.  25 
March  7 


Jan.ll 


Nov.  16 
Dec.  14 

Feb.  8 

March  7 


Oct.  19 


Nov.  2 

Feb.  22 

April  4 


Nov.  16 

Dec.  14 

Jsn.  11 

„  25 

>»     r> 

Feb.  22 
April  4 


Oct.  19 


Not.|0q1 
„   30  C 


197 
206 

211 
213 

234 

248 

266 

266 

267 
243 


214 
235 

256 

23* 


196 
198 

207 

'262 
291 

211 

235 
241 

249 
259 
264 

290 


197 

205 
219 


ifto 
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48 

49 
50 
51 
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Class  vii.  continue*. 


A  case  of  suicide  by  banging  

WUhV  Illustrations  of  Cutaneous  Diseases 

A  paper  on  arsenic  as  a  poison,  Us  tests  and  antidote 

Drawings,  by  the  exhibitor,  of  two  distinct  affections  of  the*, 

skin,  existing  at  tbe  same  time,  in  the  same  individual,  one  j 
esembling  the  "  Lepra  centrifuge,"    and    the   other  the) 

"Psoriasis  annulate"  of  Rayer,  as  these  diseases  are  delineated! 

in  his  «  Traite*  des  Maladies  de  la  Beau"      .  » 


Reader,Oontrlbutor9 
or  Bshibitor. 


Dr.  Shearman 
Mr.  Turton 
Dr.  Shearman 


Dr.  Branson 


Dace. 


Nor.  30 
Jan. 11 
March  7 


April  4 


Page 


229 
241 
272 


290 


The  papers,  &c,  here  classified,  are  51  in  num- 
ber. Many  of  them,  it  is  obvious,  must  be  barely 
mentioned.  Brevity  shall  apologise  for  the  defects 
of  this  resume,  in  the  composition  of  which,  it  has 
never  been  forgotten,  that  melius  est  paucissimas 
res  utititer  seribere,  quant  effutire  muita  inutilia. 

Glass  i.~ Surgery. 

No.  1  is  sufficiently  noticed  in  the  classification. 

No.  2,  Mr.  Thomas*  paper  "  on  tbe  influence  of 
local  injuries  in  the  early  periods  of  life,"  con- 
tained the  details  of  three  cases:  a  compound 
fracture  of  the  skull  of  a  boy  eight  years  of  age  j  a 
'punctured  wound  of  the  knee-joint  of  a  boy  eleven 
years  of  age;  and  a  compound  fracture  of  the 
tib}a  and  fibula  of  a  girl  14  years  of  age.  To 
these,  in  tbe  course  of  the  discussion,  were  added, 
by  Mr.  Boultbee,  two  cases  of  compound  fracture 
of  the  skull,  in  boys,  with  exposure  of  tbe  brain 
and  depression  in  both,  and  in  one  of  them  consid- 
erable loss  of  cerebral  substance,  a  portion  of  bone 
being  driven  into  the  brain  so  as  to  render  the 
trephine  necessary.  In  all  these  cases  the  patients 
recovered.  Mr.  Thomas  observed,  in  tbe  way  of 
hypothesis,  that,  as  two  diseased  actions  cannot 
proceed  at  once;  so,  in  early  life,  when  the  vital 
powers  are  employed  primarily  and  principally  in 
building  up  the  body,  there  was,  perhaps,  less 
opportunity  for  diseased  action,  than  in  adult  age, 
when  the  professes  of  waste  and  reparation  are 
balanced.  An  hypothesis  is  of  course,  in  its  very 
nature,  in  some  measure,  or  altogether,  gratuitous. 
The  dictum,  that  two  diseases  cannot  exist  at  once, 
in  the  same  subject,  is  opposed  to  the  experience  of 
all  practical  men.  It  is  possible  that  tbe  oppor- 
tunity for  diseased  action  is  less  in  early  life  than 
in  adult  life,  though  the  diseases  of  young  people 
are  sufficiently  numerous;  but  the  facility  with 
which  they  resist  the  consequences  of  local  injuries, 
is  perhaps  directly  attributable  to  the  great  repa- 
rative power  of  the  system  peculiar  to  this  period ; 
this  reparative  power  being  the  active  agent  in  tbe 
cure.  Dr.  Holland  thought  that  the  hypothesis  of 
Mr.  Thomas  was  strengthened  by  reference  to  the 
false  membrane  of  croup  j  but  the  president  was  of 
.opinion  that  tbe  false  membranes  of  enteritis  and 
bronchitis  were,  in  many  instances,  as  well  organ- 
ised as  that  of  croup. 

No.  3:  Tbe  condyle*  of  the  ossa  femorom  of  a 
vtocaan  who  died  of  low  fever.    She  had  been  sob. 


jeei  to  rheumatism,  and  had  contraction  of  tbe 
knee  joints.  The  cartilages  were  exceedingly 
thin,  in  some  places  perfectly  hard,  but  no  where 
ulcerated. 

No.  4:   Mr.  H.  Jackson's  paper  "  on  the  reme- 
dial effects  of  digitalis,  as  a  local  remedy."    The 
medical  history  of  tbe  plant  and  much  curious 
information,  interesting  only  in  a  literary  point  of 
view,  were  comprised  in  this  communication.    On 
the  present  occasion  the  attention  will  be  confined 
to  the  practical  portion  of  it.    It  appears  that  Mr. 
H.  Jackson  has  been  in  the  habit,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  his  professional  life,  of  applying 
digitalis,  in  the  form  of  a  liniment  made  with  the 
powdered  leaves  and    honey,    1st,  to  scrofulous 
ulcers  generally,  where  the  bones  are  not  affected; 
2ndly,  to  those  ulcerations  about  the  joints,  in 
which  the  bones  are  frequently  implicated;  and 
3rdly,  to  scrofulous  sores,  directly  depending  on 
disease  of  bone.      When  there  is  an  excess  of 
inflammatory   action,  digitalis    acts    partly   as  a 
sedative  and  partly  on  the  capillaries,  improving 
tbe  character  of  the  discharge,  and  substituting  pus 
for  glairy  mucus.    The  late  Dr.  Younge  and  the 
late  Mr.  Jackson  of  this  town,  induced  the  author 
of  the  paper  to  use  this  remedy.    Tbe  writings  of 
Dr.  H.  Holland,  Dr.  Withering,  Parkinson,  and 
Bmnde  were  referred  to,  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
that  the  properties  of  digitalis  are  not  generally 
known.    In  the  discussion,  Mr.  Turton  observed 
that  he  had  found  digitalis  useful  in  subduing  tbe 
inflammation  of  ulcers  depending  on  debility ;  that 
Dr.  Younge  obtained  his  information  from  Dr- 
Aikin,  and  that  the  botanical  writings  of  Churchill 
contained  a  great  deal  of  information  on  this  sub- 
ject.   Mr.  Thomas  said  that  in  disease  of  the 
spongy  bones,  digitalis  was  useful*  but  only  in 
allaying  inflammatory  action  ;  and  that,  according 
to  his  experience,  an  ointment  was  as  efficacious 
as  a  liniment  made  with  honey. 

No.  5:  Uterus  and  bladder.  The  latter  was  per- 
forated instead  of  the  child's  head,  in  1339.  The 
patient  died  during  labour,  in  December  last, 
having  been  once  safely  delivered  in  the  interim, 
between  these  dates.  The  antero-posterior  diameter 
of  tbe  pelvis  measured  two  inches  and  a  half. 

No.  6,  the  scirrhous  testis,  was  produced  by 
external  violence,  a  blow  on  the  pommel  of  a 
saddle  fifteen  years  ago.  Mental  anxiety  awd*** 
a  sudden  aggravation  of  the  oteasc,  and  ah  ofrerfrr  .. 
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necessary.    The  patient  was  about  52 
years  of  age. 

No.  7«  Mr.  Overeod,   in  his  paper  on  scirrbns 
of  the  breast*  stated  that  he  had  operated  in  about 
50  cases  of  this  disease ;  and  although  all  the  patients 
had  recovered  from  the  operation,  jet  he  could 
count  only  two  perfect  recoveries  from  the  disease. 
In  one  of  the  cases  operated  on,  there  were  scirrhous 
tubercles  of  the  lungs  and  other  internal  organs : 
in  another,  death  resulted  from  a  blister,  which, 
being   applied  to  the  chest,  produced  scirrhous 
ulcer ;  and  others  were  seized  with  scirrhous  rheu- 
matism.   Women,  under  38  years  of  age,  observed 
Mr.  Overend,  rarely,  suffer  from  this  disease.    It 
was  bis  conviction,  that  when  there  was  any  cough, 
the  least  unhealthy   uterine   discharge,  or   any 
derangement  of  tbe  kidneys,  the  removal  of  a 
. ..  scirrhous  breast  was  unadviseable. 
:     No.  &  As  tbe  interest  of  Mr.  Jackson's  case  of 
•'  fungus  bsematedes  depended  much  on  the  drawings, 
-^'bv-Dr*  Branson,  with  which  it  was  illustrated,  tt 
^  need  not  be  fully  noticed  in  this  place.    The  patient, 
£a  cottier,  50  years  of  age,  detected  a  swelling  in  the 
vright  groin,  about  two  years  ago.    When  first  seen 
«^by  Mr.  Jackson,  the  tumour  was  large  and  occupied 
fMbe  superior  third  of  the  thigh.    It  was  moveable 
^r    and  tabulated.    Tbere  was  no  great  enlargement 
^1   of  tbe  inguinal  glands,  but  on  pressing  tbe  fingers 
O   firmly  on  the  abdomen,  tbe  internal  glands  were 
^4>  found  to  be  enlarged.    He  was  in  the  infirmary 
'    three  mouths,  from  October  to  January  last.    The 
tumour  increased,  but  was  nearly  stationary  for  a 
considerable  portion  of  this  time.    Once  there  was 

f  slight  hsemorrhage  from  the  fungus,  but  it  was 
never  necessary  to  use  styptics.    He  had  oedema 
of  the  legs  and  bronchitis.    These  symptoms  were 
relieved.     No   treatment   had   any  effect 
i    whatever  on  the  tumour.    He  worked  at  his  trade 
J    until  a  day  or  two  before  he  came  to  the  Infirmary. 
About  a  week  before  the  tumour  in  the  groin  was 
detected^  he  felt  a  pain  in  this  situation,  whilst 
lifting  a  stone. 

No.  9.  In  this  paper,  Mr.  Jeeves  detailed  an 
extraordinary  case  of  fracture  of  tbe  skull,  in  which 
the  patient,  a  boy,  seven  years  of  age,  recovered 
under  very  simple  treatment,  without  any  opera- 
tion. On  tbe  left  side  of  the  head,  the  fracture 
occupied  tbe  parietal  and  frontal  bones.  The 
brain,  covered  only  by  the  arachnoid  and  pia 
mater,  was  visible  to  the  extent  of  four  inches. 
There  was  no  loss  of  cerebral  substance.  The 
superior  fractured  edge  was  considerably  elevated  j 
the  inferior  somewhat  depressed.  On  tbe  right 
side  the  fracture  occupied  the  temporal  bone,  and 
was  unattended  by  depression.  Tbere  was  very 
profuse  haemorrhage ;  no  symptoms  of  compression. 
The  views  of  Sir  A.  Cooper  and  Mr.  Guthrie,  who 
disapprove  of  an  operation  in  this  absence  of 
symptoms*  were,  diseosssed  Mr.  Thomas  thought 
{hat,  eat  for  the  hswsorsbage,  which  had  proceeded 
aa  Atf  as  was  consistent  with  hie,  the  treatment 
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which  had  been  adopted  in  this  case  would  have 
been  questionable. 

No.  10 :  Mr.  Harmer  Smith's  paper  on  strumous* 
ophthalmia.  In  this  communication,  the  views  of 
Mr.  Lawrence ;  Mackenzie ;  Guthrie ;  Dr.  Littell;, 
Mr.  Tyrrell ;  Wormald,  and  Dr.  Hocken  were 
considered.  The  paper  was  of  a  practical  character 
and  established  the  position  with  which  it  set  out — 
viz.,  that  in  some  cases  of  this  disease,  the  diagnosis 
is  attended  with  difficulty. 

Class  ii. — Respiratory  System. 

This  class  is  entirely  composed  of  specimens  of 
diseased  lungs.  Nos.  11,  13,  and  14,  are  from 
grinders  ;  No.  12  is  from  a  stone-mason  3  15,  from 
a  shoe-maker;  16,  from  a  spring-knife  cutler;  and 
17,  from  a  collier.  These  are  brought  forward 
because  they  present  resemblances  to  states  fre- 
quently seen  in  grinders'  asthma ;  but  it  appears 
difficult  to  point  but  any  structural  lesion  which 
is  peculiar  to  this  disease.  The  changes  which  it 
produces  in  the  chest,  so  far  as  they  have  beeu 
observed,  are  found  in  artisans  whose  occupations 
bear  no  resemblance  to  that  of  tbe  grinder.  These 
changes  consist  generally — 1st,  in  condensation, 
congestion,  induration,  and  dark  discoloration  of 
the  pulmonary  tissue,  which  is  frequently  studded 
with  dark  currant-like  bodies.  These  morbid  con- 
ditions exist  chiefly  in  the  upper  lobes,  and  are 
frequently  confined  to  this  situation.  2nd.  In  con- 
gestion of  the  bronchial  mucous  membrane.  3rd. 
In  enlargement  condensation,  and  dark  dis- 
coloration of  the  bronchial  glands. 

*Fhe  patient,  who  had  pulmonary  apoplexy,  was 
a  fork  grinder,  and  had  well-marked  pulmonary 
phthisis.  Extensive  disease  of  the  ankle-joint  was 
the  'immediate  cause  of  his  death. 

The  disease  of  grinders  possesses  no  pathogno- 
monic symptom  ;  and  as  tbe  physical  signs  consist 
chiefly  in  dulness  on  percussion,  and  in  the  substi- 
tution of  the  bronchial  for  the  vesicular  respiration, 
it  is  obvious  that  the  disease  must  rather  be 
inferred  from  the  general  history  of  the  case,  than 
positively  ascertained  by  the  examination  of  symp- 
toms. Its  uniformly  chronic  character,  when  not 
complicated  with  phthisis,  and  tbe  trifling  deterio- 
ration of  the  general  health,  which  in  many  cases 
accompany  it,  ought  to  be  remembered. 

The  following  passage  from  Dr.  Darwall,  clearly 
shows  that  he  had  no  practical  knowledge  of  tbe 
subject  on  which  be  wrote  :— 

"  The  diseases  to  which  these  workmen  are  sob* 
jected,*  meaning  sawyers,  millers,  starch-makers 
flax-dressers,  weavers,  grinders,  and  many  others, 
f  are  entirely  such  as  affect  the  air  passages  5  indeed, 
we  might  say,  tbe  disease,  tbere  being  scarcely  any 
other  than  that  to  which  the  accuracy  of  modern 
pathologists,   bas    given    the   name   of    chronic 

bronchitis/  Digitized  by  G 

A  glance  at  the  second  class  of  tbe  arrangement, 
will  show  mat  chronic  bronchitis  and  the  grinder* 
I  rot,  or  asthma,  are  not  one  disease. 
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Class  hi.— Circulatory  System. 

The  nine  hearts  arranged  in  this  class  present, 
fire  instances  of  disease  of  the  mitral  valve,  in  one 
.  of  which  it  was  affected  with  scirrhus ;  one  instance 
of  disease  of  the  tricuspid  valve,  or  rather  of  the 
chordae  tei>dineae,by  a  contraction  of  which  the  lower 
segment  of  the  valve  was  tied  down;  one.  of 
obstructive  disease  at  the  mitral  opening ;  one  of 
dilatation  of  the  left  ventricle;  three  of  dilatation 
of  the  right  auricle,  and  one  of  the  left ;  four  of 
disease  of  the  aortic  valves  ;  two  of  dilatation  of  the 
.aorta;  one  of  atheromatous  and  calcareous  deposit 
within  the  aorta;  one  of  obstructive  disease  at  the 
aortic  orifice ;  one  of  adherent  pericardium  ;  three 
of  enlargement  of  the  right  ariculo  ventricular 
opening ;  one  of  a  milky  appearance  on  the  external 
surface  of  the  heart,  without  any  adhesion  of  the 
pericardium  ;  four  of  hypertrophy,  in  one  instance, 
the  organ  weighing  24os.  2dr.,  and  in  another, 
21 oz.;  and  lastly,  one  instance  of  perfect  patency 
of  the  foramen  ovale. 

The  subject  of  the  last-named  abnormal  con- 
dttion,  a  girl  14  years  of  age,  had  laboured  under 
pericarditis,  associated  with  chorea.  She  recovered 
from  the  pericarditis,  and  died  of  the  chorea,  which 
bad  supervened  on  the  pericarditis.  Dr.  Favell 
observed,  that  this  case  afforded  a  refutation  of  the 
doctrine  of  Dr.  Watson  and  others;  that  the  cessa- 
tion of  the  friction  sound  of  pericarditis  proves  that 
adhesion  bus  occutred  as  a  consequence  of  the 
effusion  of  solid  lymph.  There  was  no  adhesion 
of  the  pericardium.  With  respect  to  the  patency 
of  the  foi  u  men  ovale,  it  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the 
girl  had  a  clear  florid  complexion,  and  was  perfectly 
free  from  every  appearance  of  cyanosis  or  morbus 
cssruleus. 

Mr.  Turton's  case  of  phlegmasia  dolens,  or  crural 
phlebitis,  was  interesting  as  being  unconnected 
either  with  parturition  or  abortion ;  the  only 
instance  of  the  kit  id  which  had  occurred  in  h.s 
practice.  In  the  discussion,  Mr.  Porter  informed 
the  Society  that  he  had  a  patient  labouring  under 
phlegmasia  dolens,  produced  four  years  ago  in 
Paris,  by  constipation  of  two  or  three  weeks  con- 
tkiuance.  The  constipation  was  the  result  of  a 
habit  of  retaining  the  faeces,  into  which  she  was 
led  by  want  of  suitable  conveniences  in  that 
city- 

Dr.  Lee,  in  the  Cyclopaedia  of  Practical  Medicine, 
treats  of  phlebitis  as  it  is  observed  in  puerperal 
women,  in  women  who  have  not  been  pregnant,  and 
in  the  male  sex.  He  furnishes  many  instances 
of  the  disease  under  each  of  these  heads.  Dr. 
D.  D.  Davis,  formerly  of  this  town,  first  pointed 
out  the  true  pathology  of  this  disease  in  1817. 
In  1823  he  read  an  essay  on  the  subject  before 
the  Medico-Chimrgicat  Society,  which  was  pub- 
lished in  the  Transactions  of  that  body  for 
1829,  Vol.  15.  M.Bouillaud  has  also  the  honour 
of  having    made   the    same     discovery.       Dr. 


Marshall  Hall  and  Mr.  Higginbottom,  in  a  paper 
published  in  the  Idtb  volume  of  the  Trans- 
actions of  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Society,  make 
an  important  distinction  between  adhesive  and 
suppurative  phlebitis;  the  latter  being  a  very  fatal 
disease,  accompanied  by  external  suppurative 
inflammation  of  the  integuments  or  of  the  eye, 
internal  abscesses,and  formidable  typhoid  spmptoma. 

Class  iv.— -Digestive  System. 

Here  the  reader  will  particularly  mention  only 
Dr.  Harwood's  paper  on  excessive  loading  of  the 
bowels  with  faecal  matter,  resulting  in  death.  The 
patient  was  a  healthy  looking  married  female,  19 
years  of  age,  habitually  costive,  and  liable  to 
enteritis,  having  been  several  times  attacked  by 
this  disease.  When  she  applied  to  Dr.  Harwood, 
the  bowels  had  not  been  moved  for  eight  days. 

In  the  treatment,  black  draught,  castor  and 
crotcn  oil,  gamboge,  colocynth,  jalap,  and  calomel ; 
enemata  of  salt  and  gruel,  afterwards  of  turpentine, 
and  anodynes,  were  employed.  Poultices  and 
fomentations  were  applied  to  the  abdomen. 

On  examination  after  death,  a  large  quantity  of 
fecal  matter  was  found  in  the  colon  and  caecum, 
the  rectum  and  small  intestines  being  empty.  No 
intestinal  perforation,  but  the  duodenum  presented 
patches  of  inflammation  with  slight  ulceration. 
There  was  no  contraction  in  any  part  of  the 
intestinal  tube.  The  colon  measured  three  and  a 
half  inches  in  diameter.  There  was  very  little  gas 
in  the  intestines,  and  none  in  the  peritoneal 
cavity. 

Iu  the  discussion  elicited  by  this  paper,  Dr* 
Favell  stated  that  he  had  seen  ileus  in  a  lady -suc- 
cessfully treated  by  galvanism.  When  the  batter/ 
had  been  in  operation  about  three-quarters  of  an 
hour,  the  bowels  were  acted  on.  He  further 
observed,  that  if  the  disease  depended  on  spasm,  or 
had  continued  for  a  great  length  of  time  with  much 
pain,  he  would  give  a  large  dose  of  opium.  Mr. 
Thomas  had  seen  relief  afforded  by  dashing  half 
bucketfuls  of  cold  water  on  the  abdomen,  the 
patient  standing  in  a  tub.  Dr.  Shearman  was  once 
called  to  a  lady,  60  years  of  age,  whom  be  found  in 
great  pain.  For  several  years  she  had  had  very 
unsatisfactory  motions,  but  had  been  harassed  with 
a  constant  desire  to  be  moved.  Various  medical 
opinions  had  been  given.  A  bougie  introduced 
into  the  rectum,  passed  readily  six 'inches,  and  was- 
then  suddenly  stopped.  The  hand  was  then  intro- 
duced, and  something  like  a  child's  bead,  which 
proved  to  be  faecal  matter,  was  felt.  This  was 
removed  mechanically,  and  filled  a  wash-hand 
basin.  The. patient  recovered.  Dr.  Shearman  also 
observed  that  he  had  seen  a  pill,  recommended  by 
Dr.  Abercrombie,  and  composed  of  one  grain  of 
Barbadoes  aloes,  and  one  of  extract  of  henbane, 
successfully  used  in  a  case  of  inorganic  disease  of 
the  heart,  depending  on  fecal  accumulation.  Dr. 
Branson  informed  the  Society  that  his  father,  the 
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late  Mr.  Branson,  of  Doncaster,  supposing  he  had 
himself  disease  of  the  heart,  consulted  Dr.  Warren, 
of  London,  who  prescribed  ten  grains  of  calomel, 
and  ten  grains  of  scammony,  with  perfect  success. 
He  adverted  also  to  a  case  of  supposed  hornia,  in 
which  his  father  recommended  a  copious  injection, 
which  brought  away  a  quantity  of  feculent  matter, 
and  cared  the  patient. 

Class  t. — Cbrebro-spinal  System. 

The  paper,  No.  32,  by  Dr.  Favell,  comprised  the 
details  of  several  cases : — 1st,  of  pain  in  the  abdo- 
men 5  %  of  palpitation  and  dyspnoea ;  3,  dysuria, 
and  4  aphonia;  5,  paralysis  of  the  lower  extre- 
mities ;  6,  paralysis  of  the  bands  and  feet.  All 
these  affections  were  dependent  on  congestion  or 
inflammation  either  of  the  spinal  cord  or  its  cover- 
ings. Dr.  Ridley  quoted  Dr.  Graves  in  support 
of  the  reader's  views;  and  Mr.  Chesman  said  he 
had  seen  several  cases,  which  taught  him,  that 
where  there  is  obstinate  and  long  continued  pain 
at  the  circumference,  the  attention  should  always 
be  directed  to  the  nervous  centres. 

Case,  No.  33,  merits  a  more  lengthened  notice 
than  can  be  given  to  it. — Emma  Longley,  aged  19 
years,  previously  healthy,  began  to  lose  flesh  imme- 
diately after  the  death  of  her  father  in  September 
last,  an  event  by  which  she  was  much  distressed. 
Afterwards  she  had  severe  pain,  active  hyperemia 
of  the  bowels,  and  voided  a  tape  worm.  The 
symptoms  improved,  but  returned,  and  she  was 
Wed  and  salivated.  She  was  jaundiced  for  a  few 
days.  Bowels  open ;  catamenia  regular.  In  the 
right  iliac  region,  and  in  the  course  of  the  medulla 
spinalis  and  on  either  side  of  it,  there  was  pain  on 
pressure;  urine  variable  in  quantity;  no  pain  in 
the  head ;  pulse  100,  of  good  strength.  Afterwards 
she  had  intermittent  delirium,  no  pain  in  the  bowels 
and  a  severe  and  constant  pain  in  the  head,  which, 
she  could  cover  with  the  thumb,  near  the  anterior 
superior  angle  of  the  left  parietal  bone;  pupils 
dilated  and  insensible,  urine  passed  abundantly, 
but  unconsciously.  Finally,  she  was  seized  with 
stupor,  the  eye-lids  were  closed,  and  the  mouth 
drawn  downwards  towards  the  right  side.  The 
lore-arm  was  strongly  contracted.  At  this  time 
the  breathing  and  pulse  were  natural ;  no  paralysis 
of  the  extremities. 

She  died  on  the  22nd  October  last,  and  the  body 
was  examined  forty  hours  after  death.  An  abscess 
communicating  with  the  ventricle  was  found  in  the 
left  hemisphere.  The  substance  of  the  brain  near 
the  abscess,  was  soft  and  pulpy,  in  other  situations 
both  it  and  the  cerebellum  were  healthy.  The 
liver  contained  numerous  small  circumscribed 
abscesses,  and  near  these  the  organ  was  greatly 
softened.  The  lining  membrane  of  the  vena  porta; 
and  superior  and  inferior  mesenteric  veins  was 
thickened,  and  in  the  instance  of  the  vena  portae, 
ulcerated.  The  vena  porta;  and  the  superior 
mesenteric  vein  contained  pus;  the  inferior  mesen- 


teric vein  contained  dark  coloured  coagula*  Other 
organs  natural. 

The  secretion  of  healthy  bile,  in  the  diseased 
condition  of  the  vena  portse,  the  absence  of  cere- 
bral symptoms,  until  a  few  days  before  death,  the 
paralysis  of  the  eye-lids  and  the  tonic  contraction 
of  the  fore-arm,  and  the  resemblance  of  the  case  to 
those  in  which  death  resulted  from  compound  frac- 
ture, or  a  capital  operation,  formed  interesting 
topics  for  discussion. 

Dr.  Favell  suggested  that  the  primary  disease 
probably  occupied  the  mesenteric  veins;  and  he 
inquired  whether  the  purulent  matter  in  the  brain 
was  the  result  of  slow  disorganization,  or  deposited 
by  the  veins  and  absorbents  after  having  been  in 
the  portal  circulation.  Andral  holds  that  this]  is 
possible ;  Cruveillhier  that  it  is  not  Mr.  Thomas 
was  inclined  to  think,  from  the  absence  of  a  lining 
membrane  in  the  abscess,  that  the  disease  existed 
primarily  in  the  abdomen. 

Case,  No.  34,  was  attended  with  the  charac- 
teristic symptoms,  first  of  the  spinal,  and  afterwards 
of  the  cerebral  affection. 

No.  35,  was  a  well-marked  ease  of  complete 
paralysis  depending  on  worms.  At  the  conclusion 
of  his  paper,  Dr.  Holland  remarked  that  be  had 
seen  dropsy  in  children,  dependent  on  worms,  and 
cured  by  a  dose  of  calomel  and  jalap. 

Dr.  FaveU  said  he  had  a  patient  60  years  of  age, 
in  whom  worms  were  productive  of  the  most  dis- 
tressing anomalous  nervous  symptoms.  Mr.  H. 
Jackson  had  seen  incipient  amaurosis  produced  in 
an  adnlt  by  worms. 

Class  vi.— Gbnito-Ubwaet  System. 

No.  36.  There  was  no  preeoctoosness  either  in 
the  habits  or  physical  developments  of  this  child. 
The  discharge  had  all  the  characteristics  of  the 
catamenial  fluid.  The  child's  health  is  good,  and 
there  is  nothing  in  any  way  peculiar  in  her 
appearance. 

Nos.  37,  39, 40,  and  42,  are  sufficiently  noticed 
in  the  classification. 

No.  38.  When  Mr.  H.  Jackson  exhibited  the 
instrument  for  applying  caustic  in  spermatorrhoea, 
he  showed  also  a  book  printed  at  Rome,  in  164% 
in  which  the  writer,  Jo.  Benedictns  Lioibaldus 
Leonipanus,  recommends,  as  a  cure  for  the  same 
disease,  that  the  patient  be  required  to  repeat 
certain  poetical  compositions  of  chaste  tendency, 
immediately  before  going  to  sleep.  Probably  the 
verses  would  be  as  efficacious  as  the  caustic. 

No  41 :  Mr.  Turton's  remarks  on  the  lever.  This 
gentleman,  having  used  the  lever  in  several 
instances,  after  opening  the  bead  with  the  perfo- 
rator, had  found  it  a  rery  convenient  and  satis- 
factory instrument,  and  he  believed  it  was  capable 
of  superseding  completely  the  crotchet  and  forceps, 
which  be  considered  dangerous  and  inconvenient 
instruments. 
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Class  vii.— MisctXLAUfcous  Subjects. 

No.  43,  is  already  sufficiently  noticed. 

No.  44,  the  copy  of  the  works  of  Galen, 
exhibited  by  Mr.  H.  Jackson,  is  sufficiently 
interesting.  The  name,  "  Francisi  Rabelttsi," 
appears  in  manuscript  on  the  title  page,  followed 
by  the  words,  in  a  different  hand,  "  nunc  deroom 
Alex  and  ri  Cooke."    On  the  fly-leaf  is  written — 

"  Uos  quinq.    Tomos  Galeni  Operum 
Lugdirni  Gal  :  comparari,  quos  e  libris 
Celeberrimi  Rabels&si  quondam  fuisse, 
Antographam  testatnr.    A.C. 
Rabelsssns  Aphorismos  Hip  :  et  deinceps  Galeni 
Artem  medicam  frequenti  auditorio  Mods 
Pepuli  publice*  enarrabat.    An.  1531. 

Vide  Epist.  ejus  Dedicat :  in  Aph.  Hip." 

There  can  be  little  doubt,  that  the  name  of 
Rabelais  was  written  by  himself. 

Passing  over  Nos.  45  and  46,  Dr.  Branson's 
paper  on  the  connection  between  spasmodic  asthma 
and  gout,  next  claims  attentioo.  This  was  a  very 
elaborate  paper.  Its  author  very  ingeniously  drew 
a  parallel  between  these  two  diseases,  and  showed 
that  their  symptoms,  mode  of  attack  and  causes 
were  similar.  Led  by  these  striking  analogies, 
he  prescribed  colchicum  in  spasmodic  asthma,  in 
doses  of  five,  ten,  or  fifteen  minims  of  the  vinum, 
three  times  a  day,  during  both  the  paroxysms  and 
the  intervals,  with  very  satisfactory  results.  In 
genuine  cases  the  drug  produced  no  purging. 
The  doctor  finally  observed,  that  the  singular 
coincidences  between  these  two  diseases,  pointed 
to  the  inference  that  they  were  identical.  They 
differed  only  in  one  point  5  the  plethoric  and  vigo- 
rous were  most  liable  to  gout,  the  irritable  to 
spasmodic  asthma.  Bearing  in  mind  the  many 
points  in  which  the  two  diseases  agree,  and  the 
single  one  in  which  they  differ,  the  conclusion 
was  almost  inevitable,  that  spasmodic  asthma 
is  a  manifestation  of  gout  in  an  irritable  habit. 
In  the  various  treatises  on  gout  and  spasmodic 
asthma,  no  allusion  is  made  to  the  many  symptoms 
common  to  both  these  diseases.  Dr.  Forbes  places 
gout  among  the  predisposing  causes  of  asthma,  but 
points  out  no  analogy  between  the  two.  Dr.  H. 
Holland  says,  that  certain  forms  of  asthma  may 
hare  a  gouty  origin. 

This  paper  was  followed  by  an  animated  discus- 
sion, the  general  opinion  of  the  society  being  that, 
the  two  diseases  were  essentially  distinct 

Nos.  48, 49,  and  51,  need  no  further  attention. 
The  summary  will,  therefore,  conclude  with  a  brief 
notice  of  the  rery  elaborate  paper  of  Dr.  Shearman, 
on  arsenic,  as  a  poison;  its  tests,  and  antidote. 
The  various  processes  for  testing  arsenic,  that  hare 
obtained  any  celebrity,  were  exhibited  before  the 
members,  who  are  deeply  indebted  to  Dr.  Shearman, 
for  the  trouble  he  took  on  the  occasion. 

In  order  to  be  able  to  swear  that  a  substance  is 
arsenic,  and  to  convince  a  jury,  so  that  an  advocate 


would  be  unable  to  mislead  them,  be  considered  it 


1 .  To  produce  the  metal  and  show  its  crystals. 

2.  To  oxidize  the  metal,  and  show  the  crystals  of 
the  oxide. 

3.  To  try  these  crystals  with  all  the  fluid  tests. 

4.  To  reduce  the  sulpburet  again  to  the  metallic 
state,  again  to  oxidize  the  metal,  and  again  to  try 
all  the  fluid  tests. 

The  tests,  to  which  he  attached  most  importance, 
are  that  of  Professor  Reinsoh,  as  modified  by 
Christison  ;  and  that  of  Robert  Ellis,  Esq.,  of 
University  College,  as  modified  by  himself.  The 
last  modification  consists  in  procuring  the  hydrogen 
from  water,  decomposed  by  galvanism,  so  as  to 
avoid  the  use  of  sine,  which  is  known  to  contain 
arsenic. 

He  considered,  that  the  moist  hydra  ted  peroxide 
of  iron,  and  the  moist  hydrated  persnlpnuret  of 
iron,  were  the  only  known  antidotes  to  arsenic.  A 
number  of  experiments,  performed  on  dogs,  were 
detailed ;  they  established  the  power  of  these  pre- 
parations  of  iron  to  counteract  the  poisonous 
properties  of  arsenic. 

The  Secretary's  labours  here  terminate.  He  has 
not  satisfied  himself.  The  state  of  his  health  was 
scarcely  compatible  with  the  application  necessary 
to  the  preparation  of  a  satisfactory  summary  of  the 
Society's  proceedings.  He  has,  however,  throughout 
the  Session,  endeavoured  to  discharge  his  duty; 
and  if  his  last  official  act  be  a  failure,  be  trusts  that 
he  will  not  be  too  severely  censured. 


The  following  corrections  should  be  made  in  the 
former  Report.  See  Provincial  Mtdical  and  Sur- 
gical Journal  for  May  15,  No.  7. 

Page  84,  in  the  table,  No.  10,— for  Mr.  Wells,  read 
Mr.  Webb. 

Page  85,  in  the  table,  No.  36,— for  Mr.  H.  Jackson, 
read  Mr.  W.  Jackson. 

Page  86,  in  column  1,  Una  24, — for  globulated,  read 
lobulated. 

Page  89,  in  column  2,  line  18  from  the  bottom, — for 
Mr.  H.  Jackson,  read  Mr.  W.  Jackson. 
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THE  COMPLETELY  INVERTED  UTERUS 
SUCCESSFULLY  REMOVED  BY  LIGATURE. 

By  John  Grekn  Caossa,  Esq*,  Senior  Surgeon  to  the 
Norwich  Hospital,  Ac. 

to  thk  kd1tor  op  the  pbovincial  medic  ax  amr 

surgical  journal. 

Sir, 

In  forwarding  the  following  case  for  insertion  in 

your  Journal,  I  beg  to  premise  that  I  am  preparing  an 

Essay  en  "Inversio  uteri,"  and  shall  feel  obliged  if 

those  Members  of  the  Association,  of   whom  the 

number  mos|  be  considerable,  who  have  met  with 

examples  of  this  disease  not  yet  made  pnbsk,  wil 
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favour  me  with  the  leading  particulars  of  each  cast, 
through  the  seme  chaanel  aa  I  have  the  privilege  of 
addressing  them,  and  of  subacribiDg  myself, 
Sir, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  GREEN  CROSSE. 
Norwich,  May  22,  1844. 

On  the  morning  of  October  10, 1841, 1  was  celled 
by  the  medical  gentleman  in  attendance  to  Mrs.  W., 
aged  29  years,  who,  after  a  very  tedious  first  labour, 
during  which  ergot  had  been  thrice  given,  applied  the 
forceps,  but  did  not  succeed  in  effecting  delivery.  I 
found  die  forceps  incorrectly  applied,  and  having 
placed  them  aright,  delivered  the  patient  with  very 
little  effort  on  my  own  part,  a  few  strong  pains  com- 
pleting the  expulsion  of  a  still-born  child.  In  half  an 
hour  there  was  uterine  contraction ;  and  the  placenta 
descended  so  as  to  be  felt  in  the  vagina,  and  with  the 
hand  I  brought  it  past  the  os  externum ;  but,  although 
nine-tenths  of  the  placenta  were  thus  made  visible,  a 
portion  still  remained  adherent  to  a  mass  occupying 
the  vagina,  as  if  there  were  another  placenta.  I  suc- 
ceeded in  detaching  the  placenta  on  a  level  with  the 
external  labia,  and  grasping  the  mass  in  the  vagina,  I 
carried  it  up  into  the  uterus.  All  these  occurrences 
occupied  very  little  time ;  the  patient  was  losing  blood, 
had  become  pallid  and  faint,  and  promptitude  of  action 
was  reqnired.  On  reflection,  it  became  evident  to  me, 
that  the  placenta  having  been  attached,  and  perhaps 
morbidly  so,  to  the  fundus  uteri,  this  part  had  become 
inverted,  and  descended  through  the  os  uteri  into  the 
vagina;  and  that,  in  the  relaxed  state  of  the  organ,  I 
reaerfea*  the  fundus  and  placed  all  in  titu.  On  leaving 
the  patient  I  entertained  the  most  unfavourable  prog- 
nosis, but  learnt  from  her  usual  attendant,  who  remained 
with  her,  that  she  rallied  in  two  or  three  boars,  and 
in  the  evening  there  was  satisfactory  improvement, 
the  puke  going  well— no  loss— no  fainting.  The 
abdomen  became  large  and  tympanitic  ;  but  she 
recovered,  and  subsequently  furnished  the  following 
and  still  more  singular  history : — 

Arrived  at  the  full  term  of  gestation,  and  in  her  31st 
year,  this  Mrs.  W.  terminated  her  second  labour 
naturally,  after  eight  or  ten  hours  of  pain,  by  the  birth 
of  a  living  female  child,  at  nine  o'clock  p.m.  of 
January  14, 1843.  The  surgeon  in  attendance  informed 
me  that  profuse  haemorrhage  followed— two  sudden 
and  enormous  gushes— and  the  placenta  not  descending, 
be  introduced  his  hand  into  the  uterus,  and  finding  part 
of  the  placenta  detached  and  part  still  adherent,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  separate  the  adherent  part  with  his  fingers, 
but  experienced  much  difficulty,  and  could  only  suc- 
ceed by  removing  the  placenta  piecemeal.  The 
hemorrhage  had  ceased  when  I  arrived  at  10  o'clock 
p.m.;  but  the  patient  continued  faint,  pallid,  cold, 
with  a  pulse  scarcely  to  be  felt,  and  did  not  rally  until 
the  expiration  of  five  hours. 

No  urine  having  been  passed  for  above  thirty-six 
hours,  I  was  required  to  use  the  catheter,  when  I  fek 
in  the  vagina  a  round  body  as  large  as  my  fist,  which/ 
1  recognised  to  be  the  uterus  completely  -inverted. 
Having  requested  the  attendance  of  the  surgeon  who 
had  officiated  at  the  delivery,  I  drew  off  three  pints  of 
urine,  and  proceeded  to  replace  the  uterus,  trying  the 
various  manif  ulations  advised  on  such  occasions.    All 


the  efforts  both  of  my  associate  and  myself  proved 
unavailing ;  the  uterine  tumour  wee  firm  and  con- 
tracted, and  as  no  advancement  towards  reduction  was 
effected  after  an  hour's  trial,  we  deemed  it  prudent 
to  desist  $  the  patient's  condition  indeed  warned  us  to 
take  this  course,  her  pulse  being  120,  and  feeble,  the 
abdomen  distended,  and  the  symptoms  indicating 
immediate  danger.  Anodynes  were  administered 
freely,  and  by  care  and  quietude  the  patient's  condition 
gradually  improved.  The  catheter  was  required  every 
twelve  hours. 

At  the  expiration  cf  four  days,  the  patient  incautiously 
raised  herself  to  facilitate  an  evacuation  from  (he  rectum, 
and  by  straining,  caused  the  inverted  uterus  to  prolapse 
through  the  external  labia.  It  was  evident  now  that 
complete  inversion  of  the  organ  bad  taken  place ;  the 
lowest  part  of  the  tnmonr  answering  to  the  internal 
fundus,  had  a  ragged  and  sloughy  appearance,  indi- 
cating the  spot  to  which  the  placenta  had  adhered ;  the 
mats  protruded  five  inches  and  a  half  at  the  external 
labia,  and  measured  twelve  inches  in  its  largest  cir- 
cumference. The  patient  continued  in  a  very  alarming 
state,  with  a  pulse  at  120,  or  even  more.  I  feared  to 
disturb  her  much,  using  a  male  catheter  of  gum 
elastic  to  draw  off  the  urine,  and  administering  ano- 
dynes; and  having  made  up  my  mind  not  to  return 
the  tumour  into  the  vagina,  I  covered  it  with  soft 
linen,  or  lint,  and  encircled  it  with  a  bandage.  This 
measure  was  repeated  daily,  and  the  graduated  and 
uniform  pressure  of  the  bandage,  checked  tue  mucous 
discharge,  gave  great  comfort  and  relief  to  the  patient, 
enabled  her  to  turn  in  different  postures,  «nd  aided 
the  diminution  of  the  size  of  f  e  inverted  organ, 
which  naturally  would  diminish,  but  now  did  ko  with 
such  rapidity,  that,  at  the  expiration  of  ei*ht  days 
from  the  commencement  of  this  treatment,  the 
measurement  from  the  fundus  to  the  neck  of  the 
inverted  organ  was  six  inches  and  a  half,  and  the 
greatest  circumference  nine  inches  and  a  half. 

At  this  period  the  surface  of  the  tumour  was  still  of  a 
florid  red  colour,  so  tender  and  vascular  as  to  bleed 
on  the  slightest  touch;  and  at  the  lowest  part,  or 
fundus,  where  there  was  an  appearance  of  dark  slough, 
being  the  part  to  which  the  placenta  undoubtedly  had 
adhered,  the  slough  being  now  separated,  there  was  an 
irregular  depression,  about  the  size  of  a  shilling, 
decidedly  ulcerated.  Embracing  the  opportunity 
when  the  bandage  was  removed,  I  experimented  by 
touching  the  exposed  interna)  (now  the  external) 
surface  of  the  uterus,  by  pressing  it  with  the  finger, 
pinching  it,  pressing  my  finger  nail  into  it ;  bu:  none 
of  these  means,  nor  even  pricking  the  membrane  with 
the  point  of  a  pin,  caused  any  inconvenience,  or  pro- 
duced any  sensation  or  impression  upon  the  patient. 
It  being  wintry  weather,  I  got  some  snow,  and  placed 
it  on  the  exposed  lining  membrane  of  the  uterus,  but 
no  sensation  of  pain  or  of  cold  was  experienced  by 
the  patient ;  at  the  part  however  answering  to  the 
os  uteri,  and  at  the  contiguous  part  of  the  vaginal 
membrane,  the  cold  was  felt  by  the  patient  from  the 
contact  of  snow.  An  abundant  mucous  discharge 
was  furnished  by  the  whole  surface  of  the  exposed 
tumour. 

The  termination  of  the  vaginal  membrane  in  the 
uterine  membrane,  answering  to  the  os,  is  very 
distinguishable  in  appearance,  and  is  further  marked 
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by  a  ring  or  thickening,  which  correepon Js  to  tho 
cervix.  This  ring  or  thickening  osn  )uet  be  brought 
into  new  by  f  ttWag  down  toe  whole  esses,  end  in 
thk  stele  of  the  parte  I  introduce  the  finger,  ee  fer  ee 
h  adurfseable,  into  the  vagina,  I  can  at  each  lateral 
Snpect  feel  each  round  ligament,  tense  and  stretched 
es  a  Arm  cord;  pain  h  experienced  in  the  groins  when 
the  tumour  Is  thus  polled  down. 

In  sixteen  days  after  delivery  the  length  of  the 
inverted  organ  was  three  and  a  half  inches  only,  the 
greatest  circumference  eight  inches  and  a  half,  under 
continuance  of  the  bandaging.  The  catheter  was  still 
required  twice  dairy,  but  soon  after  this  date  the  urine 
was  often  passed  naturally,  and  the  catheter  was  very 
rsrely  required* 

Baring,  after  the  first  trial,  given  up  ell  idea  of 
reducing  the  inversion,  and  contemplating  the  final 
removal  of  the  organ,  I  was  induced  not  to  carry  it  up 
into  the  vagina,  considering  that  cleanliness  could  be 
better  promoted  by  the  tumour  remaining;  external,  its 
diminution  of  sine  be  expedited  by  bandaging,  end 
facilities  offered  for  removal  of  the  organ  by  Hguture, 
when  it  should  be  determined  upon  j  whilst  at  any 
time  I  could  place  the  uterus  in  the  vagina,  if  deemed 
advisable. 

The  patient's  condition  was  much  improved  at  the 
three  weeks'  end,  but  after  this  it  deteriorated ;  the 
profuse  mucous  discharge  weakened  her  greatly ;  she 
became  anxious,  desponding,  restless;  end  et  the  expi- 
ration of  just  one  month  from  delivery,  I  determined 
to  apply  a  ligature  for  the  removal  of  the  entire  organ. 
I  obtained  no  instruction  from  books  as  to  the  most 
eligible  spot  for  placing  the  ligature ;  hut  from  the 
experiments  I  had  made  in  regard  to  the  sensibility  of 
the  vaginal  membrane,  compared  with  the  uterine,  I 
thought  it  better  to  avoid  the  farmer,  end  place  the 
ligature  on  the  neck  of  the  uterus,  where  the  circum- 
ference measured  above  five  inchee ;  and  this  choice 
had  the  sanction  of  our  valuable  colleague,  Mr.' 
Newnham,  whom  I  consulted  by  letter. 

On  the  12th  of  February,  therefore,  the  ligature, 
silken,  and  about  the  twelfth  of  an  inch  in  thickness,  was 
applied ;  and  by  means  of  the  instrument,  of  which  an 
outline  is  here  represented,  I  had  the  power  of  tight- 


ening or  loosening  the  ligature  et  pleasure* 
tightening  the  ligature,  I  bandaged  the  I 
with  a  common  rolls* ;  every  two  or  three  1 
the  first  day,  I  tightened  the  ligature  a  few  i 
mass  below  the  ligature  ssaWged  under  the  constric- 
tion, bulging  out  where  unsupported  by  the  roller,  and 
assuming  a  dull  red  colour.  It  was  obvious  that  the 
ligature  was  tight  enough  only  to  interrupt  the  return 
of  venous  blood,  and  hut  slightly,  if  at  all,  to  interfere 
with  the  supply  of  arterial.  It  was  even  probable  that, 
with  so  large  a  mam  included,  the  ligature  would 
scarcely  act  upon  the  central  parte.  To  tighten  the 
ligature  at  short  intervals,  in  proportion  as  it  became 
stretched,  and  the  parts  included  gave  way,  seesaw, 
necessary,  in  order  to  maintain  the  degree  of  con- 
striction. The  patient  experienced  no  pain  in  the  seat 
of  the  constriction,  and  suffered  no  sickness,  hut  bad 
pain  at  the  lower  pert  of  the  abdomen,  and  in  the 
loins,  which  moderate  doses  of  opiates  relieved. 

On  the  second  day,  the  constriction  being  kept  ep, 
and  even  a  little  increased,  the  tumour,  where  visiblt, 
wss  dark  as  a  mulberry.  Contact  of  the  soft  parts  with 
the  instrument  was  prevented  by  lint,  and  renewal  of 
dry  linen  was  often  required  to  absorb  the  abundant 
mucous  discharge.  Sleep  has  been  gained  by  the  me 
of  opiates ;  the  abdomen  is  tumid,  but  not  tender  on 
pressure. 

Every  day  I  tightened  the  ligature  a  few  notches, 
and  had  never  occasion  to  loosen  it,  on  account  of  say 
very  urgent  or  painful  symptoms,  which  I  attribute  ts 
my  keeping  in  view  a  gradual  constriction,  so  that  the 
Hgatnre  might  work  its  way  through  the  included  mass, 
by  tdeere/ts*  aJsorjuVen,  and  not  cut  through  m  s 
knife,  nor  suddenly  produce  strangulation  of  the  part, 
which  conld  not  be  borne.  The  pulse  continued  at 
120,  as  it  was  before  I  began  the  operation,  and  the 
catheter  was  used  several  times  each  day. 

On  the  16th,  four  days  from  the  commencement, 
the  superficial  parts  of  the  tumour  appeared  quits 
gangrened,  still  the  ligature  required  to  be  tightened 
thrice  in  the  day,  a  few  notches  each  time ;  and  next 
day  the  tumour  became  a  flaccid,  dark,  and  evidently 
putrifying  mass,  leaving  no  doubt  as  to  the  arterial 
circulation  being  entirely  interrupted  in  it;  ao  on  the 
18th  I  cut  it  off,  three  quarters  of  an  inch  below  the 
ligature,  to  the  great  comfort  of  the  patient  The 
pulse  subsided  to  108,  so  I  altered  from  low  diet  to 
meat,  and  a  little  wine  or  porter,  to  support  the  patient1! 
strength.  In  the 'evening,  after  this  excision,  I  found 
the  ligature,  which  was  still  kept  tight,  and  which  was  at 
first  apparent  at  the  external  labia,  drawn  up  an  inch 
and  a  half  within  the  vagina.  The  weight  of  the  tumour 
being  removed,  and  the  resistance  from  its  sise  st  the 
external  labia  no  longer  present,  this  retraction  of  the 
remaining  os  into  the  vagina,  is  attributable  to  the 
action  of  the  round  ligaments. 

At  the  expiration  of  twelve  days,  February  24tb,  1 
removed  the  ligature,  leaving  the  small  remaining tloofh 
to  separate  spontaneously;  the  woman's   health  is 

•  The  figure  it  half  the  sise  of  tbe  Instrument  employed. 
The  ends  of  ike  ligature  being  brooght  through  the  aper- 
teres  (a)  and  f^nre  fastened  at  (4),  aadthe  ligauuei* 
lightened  by  turning  the  part  (t)t  which  Is  connected  aith 
the  cogged  cylinder  (f)%  and  each  cogg  acts  apos  the 
spring  (g).  The  ligature  can  be  loosened  by  pressing  back 
the  spring,  so  that  it  no  longer  acts  upon  the  eoggs  till  left 
at  liberty. 
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Improved,  the  urine  hee  for  some  days  been  voided 
naturally,  the  pulse  is  ICO  in  a  minute. 
*'  March  1Mb.  All  mucous  dtoharge  hat  ceased.  By 
the  nee  of  the  speculum  I  ascertain  the  vagina  to  be 
healthy,  and  can  observe  the  part  corresponding  to  the 
os  nteri,  s  transvevrse  slit,  flat  at  iu  edges,  without 
any  remaining  nicer. 

On  the  11th  of  March  the  patient  sat  up,  and  after 
die  14th  came  down  stairs  daily,  occupying  herself 
moderately  in  her  domestic  affairs.  By  the  20th  she 
was  restored  to  as  good  health  as  usual.  A  sponge  pes- 
sary was  worn  for  some  weeks. 

It  is  now  sixteen  months  since  the  operation;  no 
menstrual  loss  has  appeared,  but  she  has  performed 
conjugal  duties  without  inconvenience,  and  enjoyed 
as  good  health  as  was  usual  before  being  deprived  of 
die  uterine  organ,  a  part  of  the  female  system  whose 
essential  functions  have  reference  naturally  to  only  a 
portion  of  the  possessor's  life,  and  the  absence  of 
which,  when  once  safely  accomplished,  can  be  borne 
without  any  detriment  to  health,  or  abbreviation  of 
the  duration  of  her  existence. 


HYDROPATHY.— FATAL  CASE   AT  A   COLD- 
WATER  ESTABLISHMENT. 

TO  THE  BBITOft  OF  THE  *BOY.INCIAX  MBAICAL  AMU 
SVftOKAL  JOURNAL. 

Sim, 
Will  you  do  me  the  favour  to  insert  the  following 
case  in  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
The  circumstances  attendant  upon  its  termination, 
have  excited  a  great  degree  of  interest  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood. 

lam,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  OARLICK.  . 
Leeds,  June  4, 1844. 

Mr.  William  Waite,  of  Leeds,  aged  59  years,  by 
trade  a  joiner  and  cabinet-maker,  consulted  me  about 
ten  years  ago  for  what  I  considered  a  disease  of  the 
stomach.  Strict  attention  to  diet,  local  depletion, 
counter-irritants,  with  appropriate  medical  treatment, 
afforded  him  complete  relief. 

In  the  year  1840,  he  had  a  fresh  attack,  in  an  aggra- 
vated form,  which  resisted  various  means  employed  to 
subdue  it.  By  the  joint  recommendation  of  Dr. 
Williamson  and  myself,  be  creased,  the  Atlantic  in  a 
sailing  vessel,  April,  1841,  and  «&er  an  absence  of 
three  or  four  months,  returned  home  surprisingly  im- 
proved in  health,  and  so  entirely  relieved  of  all  pain, 
sickness,  and  vomiting,  as  to  consider  himself  well. 

He  continued  to  feel  quite  well  up  to  March  last, 
and  on  the  23rd  of  that  month  he  again  consulted  me. 
He  said  that  he  bad  been  suffering  pain  for  many  days 
in  the  epigastrium,  extending  from  the  anterior  abdo- 
minal parietes  a  little  to  the  right  of  the  median  line, 
quite  through  to  the  back,  and  prolonged  thence  into 
the  right  hypochondriac  region. 

Jle  complained  of  a  distressing  sensation  of  beat  at 
the  pert,  and  some  degree  of  acidity  of  the  stomach. 
Prequent  vomiting  at  uncertain  intervals,  and  some- 
times occurring  very  suddenly  was  a  strongly  marked 
symptom.    The  pain  uniformly  came  on  about  an  hour 


and  a  half  after  taking  food*  and  would  continue 
severe  for  about  two  hours*  when  it  would  leave  him, 
and  he  would  remain  easy  till  a  fresh  supply  of  food 
was  introduced  into  the  stomach*  If  the  vomiting 
happened  to  occur  when  the  pain  was  most  severe,  it 
would  afford  him  instant  relief.  Immense  accumula- 
tions of  flatus  in  the  stomach,  and  bowels  distressed 
him  mncb.  The  bowels  were  very  irregular  in  their 
action,  sometimes  constipated,  sometimes  in  a  loose 
state.  There  was  tenderness  on  pressing  on  the  epigastric 
region  in  one  particular  spot,  but  I  could  not  discover 
induration.    He  was  emaciating  and  looking  ill. 

From  these  symptoms,  precisely  analogous  to  those 
which  existed  in  the  former  attacks,  I  had  too  much 
reason  to  fear  a  protracted  illness,  and  perhaps  ulti- 
mately a  fatal  termination.  Knowing  my  patient  to 
be  a  very  intelligent  man,  I  took  some  pains  to  explain 
to  him  the  opinion  that  I  had  formed  of  the  nature  of 
the  disease  under  which  he  was  suffering,  and  the  pre- 
cise part  of  the  stomach  which  I  believed  to  be  more 
especially  affected  by  it,  the  pyloric  extremity. 

■  After  pursuing  the  plan  of  treatment  which  I  recom- 
mended to  him,  lor  about  a  fortnight,  he  was  persuaded 
to  go  to  Ukley,  a  village,  sixteen  miles  from  Leeds, 
where  a  cold-water  establishment  has  recently  been 
set  up,  and  place  himself  under  the  care  of  its  medical 
superintendent.  Dr.  Rischanek.  The  opinion  which 
Dr.  R.  thought  fit  to  give  to  Mr.  Waite,  is  emphatically 
expressed  in  the  following  extract  from  a  letter  which 
he  wrote  to  his  wife  on  the  19th  of  April :—"  Dr.  R. 
ssysit  is  the  liver  that  is  affected,  and  not  the  stems** 
•and  bowels,  only  as  they  are  affected  by  the  liver;  and 
he  speaks  with  the  greatest  confidence  that  in  a  little 
time  I  shall  be  better." 

The  treatment  adopted  at  Ilkley,  is  so  graphically 
described  by  Mr.  Waite  himself,  that  I  cannot  do  better 
than  again  quote  his  own  words.  In  a  letter  dated 
May  7th,  he  says,  "  I  must  now  tell  yon  what  I  am 
doing.  At  half-past  five  the  man  comes  into  my  bed- 
room with  a  cold  wet  sheet,  and  I  get  out  and  strip, 
while  he  turns  the  bed  and  bed-cloths  back,  and 
spreads  a  blanket  on  the  mattress,  then  the  wet  sheet. 
I  lay  down  upon  it  on  my  bsck,  and  he  wraps  me  up 
in  it ;  he  then  wraps  the  blanket  very  tight  round  me, 
and  pulls  the  bed  and  bed-clothes  upon  me,  and  tucks 
them  in  ronnd  my  breast,  snd  leaves  me  for  one  hour. 
He  then  comes  with  two  buckets  of  cold  water,  and 
takes  me  out  to  the  side  of  the  bath.  He  takes  off  the 
blanket  and  sheet.  I  first  wet  my  head,  then  sit  down 
in  the  water  j  the  man  washes  and  rubs  me  behind,  and 
I  the  front ;  and  rubbed  dry  with  a  dry  sheet.  Dress; 
take  a  pint  and  a  half  of  cold  water;  walk  half  sn  hour; 
then  breakfast  on  half  a  pint  of  new  milk,  with  a  little 
water,  and  a  little  bread  and  butter.  At  11  o'clock,  a 
sit  bath— a  pint  of  cold  water— walk  half  an  hour. 
Dine  at  twelve,  on  a  small  bit  of  mutton  and  a  little 
rice  pudding.  At  five,  I  have  sheet  bath — that  is,  the 
man  takes  a  cold  wet  sheet  and  flings  it  over  my  head. 
He  rubs  the  back,  and  I  rub  the  front,  from  top  to  the 
bottom.  He  then  changes  for  a  dry  sheet,  and  we  rub 
jfrom  top  to  bottom.  I  take  a  pint  of  cold  water — 
walk  half  an  hour — then  supper,  same  as  breakfast. 

"  But  I  have  forgot  to  say  that  I  have  a  bandage  three 
times  round  my  body  that  is  wet  one  yard,  and  two 
yards  dry.  This  is  fresh  wet  every  time  I  have  a  bath, 
that  is,  three  times  a  day.    Now  I  have  given  you  a 
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Air  account  of  my  work  evhry  day;  and  this  wfll  be 
done  until  I  com*  home.  When  I  Was  about  to  leare 
the  doctor  on  Saturday,  I  asked  him  how  soon  he 
thought  f  should  be  ready  to  return.  He  thinks  I 
shall  be  ready  in  three  or  four  weeks  from  to-day, 
Tuesday,  May  7th." 

'  On  Wednesday,  May  8th,  Mr.  Waite  writes, N I  think 
I  may  now  say  that  I  am  in  a  fair  way  of  recovery, 
according  to  the  doctor's  account,  and  I  hope  he  is 
correct. 

On  Thursday,  May  9th,  Mr.  Waite  became  suddenly 
worse.  Excruciating  pain  in  the  body,  continuing  for 
upwards  of  twenty-four  hours,  exhausted  the  powers  of 
life,  and  he  died  on  Friday  night,  May  10th. 
'  8ectio  Cadeveris. — I  had  an  opportunity  of  examin- 
ing the  body  of  Mr.  Watte,  On  Tuesday  morning,  seven 
a.m.,  May  14th,  in  the  presence  of  Dr.  Hobson,  Dr. 
Drennan,  Mr.  Atkinson,  surgeon  dentist,*  Mr.  York, 
Mr.  Holwell,  and  two  friends  of  the  deceased. 

Before  describing  the  appearances  that  were  met 
with,  it  may  not  be  improper  for  me  here  to  say  that 
in  a  conversation  which  I  had  with  Mr.  Hey,  surgeon  to 
the  Leeds  Infirmary,  on  the  preceding  evening,  on  the 
■object  of  this  case,  I  stated  to  him  that  I  expected 
to  find  peritonitis  with  perforation  of  the  stomach. 
The  same  statement  was  made  to  my  assistant,  Mr. 
Holwell.  And  now  to  proceed  with  the  morbid 
appearances. 

On  opening  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  the  most 
marked  evidence  of  very  extensive  peritonitis  imme- 
diately struck  the  eye,  and  a  perforation  capable  of 
admitting  the  point  of  the  little  finger,  situate  in  the 
anterior  wall  of  the  stomach,  on  its  small  curvature, 
and  at  its  pyloric  extremity,  was  distinctly  visible  before 
the  viscera  were  disturbed. 

A  large  quantity  of  fluid  was  found  in  the  general 
peritoneal  bag,  evidently  the  contents  of  the  stomach 
which  had  escaped  through  the  perforation.  The4 
stomach  was  empty.  An  incision,  extending  along 
the  large  curvature,  exposed  the  inner  surface  of  the 
stomach,  and  brought  into  view  three  distinct  ulcers 
at  its  pyloric  extremity;  each  of  a  size  larger  than 
a  kidney  bean;  each  presenting,  round,  smooth, 
well-defined,  elevated  edges;  and  each  differing 
from  the  others  in  the  progress  of  the  ulcerative  stage. 
In  one  of  them,  the  mucous  membrane  only  was 
destroyed ;  in  a  second,  the  ulceration  had  extended 
through  the  mucous  coat  and  the  muscular  coat, 
leaving  only  the  peritoneal  coat  entire;  while  in 
the  third,  the  peritoneal  coat  was  also  destroyed,  and 
the  perforation  rendered  complete.  The  whole  of  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach  was  much  thickened, 
but  more  especially  that  part  of  it  immediately  sur- 
rounding the  ulcers. 

The  liver  was  of  a  very  dark  chocolate  colour,  appa- 
rently the  result  of  congestion,  inasmuch  as  its  struc- 
ture did  not  appear  to  be  morbid.  There  was  not  the 
slightest  appearance  of  abscess, t  and  there  was  no 
other  abnormal  condition  of  the  body. 

Having  been  asked  whether  the  ulcers,  situated  in 
the  walls  of  the  stomach,  would  have  proved  £a!aj 
under  any  mode  of  treatment,  and  if  so,  whether  tne 

*  Mr.  Atkinson  is  aa  active  supporter  of  the  water  esta- 
blishment. 

+  The  widow  of  the  deceased  has  been  informed  that  Dr. 
R.  has  stated  that  her  husband  died  from  Abscess. 


fatal  result  had  been  accelerated  by  the  water  {real* 
ment ;  I  think  it  right  to  say  that  an  account  of  the 
appearances  after  death,  together  with  the  following 
written  opinion,  signed  by  Dr.  Hobson,  Dr.  Drennan, 
and  myself,  has  been  given  to  the  friends  of  the 
deceased,  and  to  the  supporters  of  the  water  establish- 
ment. 

M  We  feel  ourselves  called  upon  to  state  that  the 
morbid  condition  of  the  stomach,  which  has  been 
described  in  the  above  account  of  the  post-mortem 
examination,  would,  in  all  human  probability,  at  some 
time  have  proved  fatal  under  any  mode  of  treatment; 
but  we  are  of  opinion  that  its  progress  might  have  been 
retarded,  and  the  life  of  the  patient  prolonged,  by 
judicious  treatment 

"  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  our  conviction  that  the 
hydropathic  treatment  would  contribute  materially  to 
accelerate  the  progress  of  that  ulceration  which,  by 
perforating  the  coats  of  the  stomach,  gave  rise  to  the 
acute  peritonitis  which  proved  so  rapidly  fatal." 


ON  THE  EMPLOYMENT  OF  COLD  WATER 
AND  THE  ERGOT  OP  RYE  IN  THE  PRAC 
TICE  OF  MIDWIFERY. 

TO  TBI   EDITOR  OF  TH1  PROVINCIAL   MEDICAL  AND 


Sir, 


SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


Midwifery  ought  to  be  considered,  not  only  by  every 
member  of  the  profession,  but  by  every  member  of  the- 
community,  as  the  most  important  branch  of  the 
healing  art ;  for  by  it  more  lives  are  saved,  and  suffer- 
ings shortened,  and  more  deplorable  consequences 
averted,  than  by  any  other.  Any  one  who  thinks 
.otherwise,  must,  on  a  calm  view  of  the  subject,  be 
impressed  with  the  same  opinion.  The  number  of 
infants  who  are  mutilated,  murdered,  or  consigned 
to  the  grave  when  death  is  only  apparent;  and 
that  of  the  mothers  who  are  kept  lingering  in  agonies, 
suffered  to  expire,  lacerated,  and  made  crripples  or 
loathsome  for  life,  by  ignorant,  meddlesome  pretenders 
to  the  almost  divine  art  of  scientific  midwifery,  sur- 
passes credulity. 

These  observations  are  occasioned  by  Dr.  Toogood's 
paper,  tl  On  the  Practice  of  Midwifery,  with  Remarks,* 
in  your  number  of  May  22d ;  and,  as  whatever  issues 
from  his  pen  is  entitled  to  the  highest  respect,  it  seems 
desirable  to  me  to  raise  from  the  mire  into  which  be 
has  almost  consigned  them,  two  of  the  most  important 
and  influential  agents  in  the  good  work— cold  water 
and  ergot  of  rye. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  here  to  state  my  qualifi- 
cation for  the  task ;  and  as  he  and  I  are  sailing  in  the 
same  ship,  on  a  voyage  of  discovery,  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  obstetric  art,  I  presume  he  will  hail  me  as 
a  worthy  ship.mate.  It  is  now  nearly  half  a  century 
(upwards  of  forty  .eight  years)  since  I  had  my  first 
case  of  midwifery;  and,  with  the  exception  of  four 
years  and  a  half  spent  in  London,  this  has  been  the 
field  of  my  labour. 

I  will  not  follow  the  doctor  through  the  whole  ot  bis 
paper,  though  I  should  be  tempted  to  do  spf  ft  dm* 
and  better  ability  permitted,  but  confine  myself, 
chiefly  to  the  use  of  cold  water  for  uterine  bswnoffbage* 


MESMERISM. 
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particularly  pott  -  partum,  and  the  wonderful  and 
hitherto  neter-mfHng  power  in  every  case,  IB  my 
bands,  of  the  Beetle  cornutum,  in  indncing  the  atoms 
to  euergetic^afe,  and  decisive  action. 

I  perfectly  agree  with  Dr.  Toogood,  that  in  hemor- 
rhage likely,  if  left  to  nature,  to  ran  on  to  a  fatal  termin- 
ation, at  any  time  between  conception  and  the  foil 
period  of  gestation,  we  shonld  rupture  the  membranes. 
This  and  forcible  delivery  under  peculiar  circum- 
stance*, have,  hitherto,  preserved  me,  thank  Heaven, 
from  even  one  death  to  the  mother,  within  some  months 
after  the  event. 

The  haemorrhages  most  to  be  dreaded,  perhaps,  are 
those,  as  the  Doctor  remarks,  post-partum,  wben,  after  a 
perfectly  natural  labour,  the  placenta  has  been  expelled 
and  everything  seems  to  augur  well.  Here  cold  water, 
both  internally  and  externally,  profusely  applied, 
together  with  all  the  cold  air  that  can  be  had,  and 
perfect  quiescence  and  tr^tt  expo%ure— even  continued, 
if  necessary,  for  hours — have  been  invariably  successful 
with  me.  Yesterday  morning  I  delivered  a  woman  of 
her  third  child,  and  each  dine  was  a  case  in  point 
Her  labours  were  natural,  and  with  the  exception  of 
the  first,  terminated  after  my  arrival,  within  two  hours. 
My  plan  is  to  compress  the  uterus  externally  with  my 
hands,  but  never  to  introduce  one  into  it,  after  the 
placenta  has  left  it;  to  allow  her  as  much  cold 
water  to  drink  as  she  wishes;  to  open  the  window  and 
door,  to  forbid  her  speaking  or  moving;  to  throw  off  the 
bed-clothes,  and  apply  to  the  hypogastric  region  and 
vulva,  cloths  dipped  in  cold  water  and  vinegar,  and 
renewed  every  two  or  three  minutes  till  the  wished-for 
event  be  obtained.  This  never  occurs  till  after  the 
lapse  of  two  or  three  hours,  when  the  pulse  at  the 
wrist  and  consciousness  for  some  time  cease.  She  and 
her  children  do  well,  and  her  health  and  strength 
return  nearly  as  soon  as  if  she  had  only  a  natural  loss. 
8tiQ,  as  Dr.  Toogood  observes,  some  women  are  more 
tardy  in  recovering  from  such  dreadful  losses. 

A  few  months  ago,  one  of  the  most  agravated  cases 
of  flooding  at  and  after  labour,  occurred  to  me  in 
the  person  of  Mrs.  Price,  of  Weston  Gste,  near  this 
•own.  During  her  pregnancy,  which  was  obscure,  she 
was  in  the  Worcester  Infirmary,  and  some  months 
before  her  full  time  she  came  borne,  and  placed  heiself 
under  my  care.  I  Immediately  pronounced  her  with 
child,  and  led  her  on  to  her  full  period.  Labour  com- 
menced, and  with  it  a  trifling  disharge  of  blood.  I 
ruptured  the  membranes  immediately,  and  knowing 
the  necessity  of  delivering  her  as  speedily  as  possible, 
especially  as  the  draining  continued,  and  the  pulse  was 
becoming  more  feeble,  I  sent  for  my  son  and  requested 
him  to  bring  with  him  our  bag  of  instruments;  but  ere 
he  arrived  (an  hour  hsd  not  elapsed)  I  had  the  child 
and  placenta;  notwithstanding  we  were  for  three 
hours  assiduously  engaged  in  applying  cold  water 
and  vinegar  to  the  region  of  the  uterus  by  means 
of  sloths,  and  occasionally  compressing  the  uterus, 
which  seemed  tolerably  contracted.  As  long  as  the 
power  of  swallowing  remained,  we  piled  her  well 
with  cold  water.  The  discharge  persisting,  the  pulse 
at  the  wrist  and  consciousness  left  her  for  upwards  of 
an  hour ;  as  a  last  resource,  my  son  dashed  a  pailful 
of  cold  water  against  the  abdomen,  soon  after  which, 
die  pulse  became  feebly  perceptible,  she  opened  her 


eyes,  and  every  moment  witnessed  an  iutnroYsnpn&. 
She  and  her  child  are  now  in  good  health. 

I  now  turn  to  the  secale  cornutum.  My  plan 
of  administering  this  is,  in  oases  where  the  pelvis 
is  capacious  enough  to  admit  of  the  passage  of 
the  child,  and  where  the  uterus  is  fully  dilated,  or 
where  there  is  no  rigidity  of  the  os  uteri,  and  where 
the  pains  are  enfeebled,  or  where  after  having  con- 
tinued so  for  some,  time  they  gradually  fall  away,  and  a 
calm  ensues,  nothing  being  wanting  but  thorough 
expulsive  efforts,  to  have  two  drachms  of  the  fresh 
grain  powdered,  and  then  divided  into  four  equal 
parts.  One  of  these  I  give  in(used  in  about  two 
ounces  of  boiling  water,  to  which  I  add  a  little 
sugar,  every  twenty  minutes,  if  necessary,  till  the 
whole  be  taken.  Used  thus,  it  has  never  disappointed 
me,  so  that  I  look  upon  it  as  a  most  invaluable  boon, 
generally  terminating  the  case,  with  perfect  safety  to 
the  mother  and  child  within  an  hour  after  the  last  dose 
be  taken.  Sometimes  one  dose  will  suffice,  sometimes 
two,  three,  or  the  whole ;  but  beyond  this,  I  never  go. 
On  one  occasion  it  seemed  to  be  altogether  inert,  as  the 
uterus  remained  passive  after  four  doses  were  taken, 
for  nearly  four  hours,  when  suddenly  it  arose  to  deci- 
sive action,  and  the  case  happily  terminated  within  the 
hour.  Before  the  peculiar  action  of  the  ergot  com- 
mences there  seems  to  be  a  calm  more  or  less  transssnti 

About  a  year  ago  I  was  sent  for,  early  in  the 
morning,  to  Boyton,  about  two  miles  distant,  to  a 
woman  whom  I  was  engaged  to  attend,  who  had  evi. 
dently  gone  two  or  three  weeks  beyond  hex  full  time; 
on  my  arrival,  her  pains  had  partly  left  her*  After 
staying  two  or  three  hours,  I  went  home,  promising  to 
return  in  the  evening.  On  my  return,  I  found  matters 
in  statu  quo,  and  having  armed  myself  with  four  deeee 
of  the  ergot,  and  satisfied  myself  of  the  state  of  the 
parts  concerned  in  labour,  I  gave  her  one  dose,  and 
before  the  expiration  of  the  first  twenty  minutes  she 
complained  of  a  peculiar  pain  in  the  bowels,  which* 
she  said,  was  not  labour;  this  pain  persisting,  I 
examined  and  found  the  head  gradually  descending, 
snd  in  less  than  half  an  hour,  all  was  happily  over. 
This  was  her  second  labour,  the  first,  about  two  years 
before,  being  a  very  severe  one. 

I  am,  Sir, 
Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  POPE. 
Cleobury  Mortimer,  Salop,  May  27, 1844. 


PROVINCIAL 

JHtttical  &  Surgical  Sournal* 

WEDNESDAY,  JUNE  12,  1844. 


Notwithstanding  the  frequent  exposures  of  the 
fallacies  and  absurdities  of  mesmerism,  which  hare 
taken  place,  since  this  so  called  science  came  pro* 
eminently  before  the  public,  there  is  something 
about  it  so  captivating  to  the  unlearned  and 
unlettered  many,  there  is  so  much  '<  soft  witchery  * 
in  the  Insinuating  manner  in  which  it  seeks  to 
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cony  fr  vour  with  the  credulous  world,  that  it  stilt 
continues  to  bold  its  ground,  and  occasionally  to 
ma)p  fresh  converts*  m  spite  of  the  efforts  of  reason 
against  it.  Nor  is  this,  perhaps,  to  be  wondered  at j 
for  if  common  sense,  in  its  every  day  clothing,  is 
unable  to  regulate  the  ill-informed  and  ignorant, 
novelty,  in  its  many  coloured  and  more  attractive 
garb,  most  exert  its  influence.  The  human  mind 
must  have  something  to  feed  upon,  and  if  it  be 
not  guided  and  directed  aright,  if  the  never-failing 
tendency  downwards  be  not  counterbalanced  by 
the  aspiration  towards  "  the  higher  and  better,** 
the  consequences  must  be  obvious  to  every  one. 

We  are  here  reminded  of  a  quaint  but  truthful 
passage  from  Burton's  Anatomy  of  Melancholy,  a 
work  which  amongst  the  trashy  novelties  of  the 
times,  runs  some  risk  of  being  disregarded.  *  The 
common  people,** says  the  author,* are  as  a  flock  of 
sheep ;  a  rude  illiterate  rout,  void  many  times  of 
common  sense,  a  mere  beast,  beUua  muitorum 
capitum,  will  go  withersoever  they  are  led:  as 
you  lead  a  ram  over  a  gap  by  the  horns  all  the  rest 
win  foflow.**  And  again,  *  so  that  I  may  say 
their  ignorance  is  a  cause  of  their  superstition. 
For  in  all  superstitions  you  shall  find  that  the 
parties  first  affected  are  silly,  rude,  ignorant  people, 
otd  folks  that  are  naturally  prone  to  superstition, 
weak  women,  or  some  poor  illiterate  persons  that 
are  apt  to  be  wrought  upon  and  gulled  in  this 
kind,  prone  without  examination  or  one  considera- 
tion to  believe  anything.*'  We  need  feel  no 
surprise  then,  at  the  numbers  who  flock  to  listen  to 
the  marvels,  to  witness  the  miracles  of  the  ex- 
pounders of,  and  the  believers  in,  mesmeric  agency. 
There  is  scarcely  a  day  passes  by,  without  some 
advertisement  appearing  in  the  daily  papers, 
inviting  the  public  to  a  shilling  lecture,  illustrated 
by  experiments  of  a  most  amusing  and  original 
nature.  "  Mr.  A.  will  read  any  book  with  his 
eyes  shut ;  and  Miss  B.  will  see  what  is  going  on 
behind  her  back  without  the  aid  of  a  looking 
glass.*' 

It  is  observed  by  Dr.  Carpenter,  in  a  late 
number  of  one  of  our  contemporaries,*  that  in 
regard  to  the  so-called  *  higher  phenomena"  of 
mesmerism,  the  difficulties  attending  the  inves- 
tigation are  much  greater  (than  those  attending 
the  ordinary  phenomena) ;  from  this  cause  among 
•  If  edlcsl  Tines,  Maj  18th. 


the  rest— that  they  rarely  manifest  themselves  m 
untrained  patients,  and  that  the  subjects  of  them  are 
almost  entirely  patients  of  a  kind,  whose  perform- 
ances s  re  to  be  received  with  the  greatest  suspicion  ;*' 
and  again,  that "  the  minds  of  young  females  suffer- 
ing under  hysterical  disorders  are  affected  with  a 
kind  of  monomania,  which  leads  them  to  practice 
deceptions  of  a  most  extraordinary  nature — often 
so  cleverly  88  to  delude  not  only  their  own  friends, 
who  cannot  imagine  the  possibility  of  any  fraud, 
but  even  their  medical  attendants,  and  carrying 
these  on  for  months  and  even  years.**  These  are 
truths  with  which  every  one  is  acquainted  who 
has  been  in  the  habit  of  reading  accounts  of  extra- 
ordinary cases,  which  from  time  to  time,  appear 
before  the  public,  but  it  is  not  on  that  account  the 
leas  necessary  to  recall  them  to  recollection.  The 
repetition  of  the  deceit  calk  for  the  repetition  of 
its  exposure,  and  if  the  public  are  to  be  preserved 
from  the  consequences  of  imposture,  the  advocates 
of  truth  must  be  at  least  as  zealous  and  active  as 
those,  of  falsehood. 

An  account  recently  appeared  of  a  meeting,  at 
which  a  youth,  whose  eyes  were  closed  by  means  of 
strips  of  plaster,  professed  to  read  from  a  book 
before  the  company.  Some  medical  gentleman 
who  was  present,  and  suspected  that  all  was  not 
quite  right— in  short,  that  the  experiment  was  not 
conducted  in  a  fair  and  open  manner,  begged  leave 
from  the  lecturer  to  superintend  it  himself.  This 
was  reluctantly  allowed.  The  eyes  were  now  per- 
fectfy  closed,  and  some  words  were  placed  before 
the  youth,  which  he  was  requested  to  read  aloud. 
He  could  not  do  it,  for  his  piston  was  quite  ob- 
structed. Our  medical  friend  afterwards  discovered, 
that  it  was  easy  by  constant  practice,  to  see  under 
the  strips  of  plaster,  though  apparently  the  power 
of  vision  was  removed,  Em  uno  discs  omnes.  It 
always  happens,  that  if  the  experiment  is  not  con- 
ducted by  the  party  to  whom  its  success  is.  an 
object,  it  is  a  complete  failure.  A  fact,  which  in 
itself  should  make  us  extremely  careful  in  our 
reception  of  statements  of  alleged  mesmeric  agency. 

The  subject  of  pbreno-mesmerism,  *fn  which  the 
mesmeriser  professes  to  be  able  to  direct  the 
patient's  train  of  thought,  by  simply  pointing  with, 
his  fingers  to  the  several  organs  in  such  a  manner 
that  the  patient  is  not  conscious  which  is  the  one 
to  be  excited,**  is  a  matter  of  still  more  serious 
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issport,  and  Iba  deiu  wtieliftniakes  to  a  mental— 
an  unoonaoiooa  mental  influence—savours  as  modi 
of  impiety,  a*  the  ordinary  manifestations  of  mes- 
merism do  of  folly. 

The  pretensions   of   mesmerism  if   pot   into 

plainlanguage  amount  to  this,  that  one  person 
shall  be  able  at  will  to  assume  a  power  over 
another,  by  the  agency  of  which  all  individuality 
is  for  the  time  destroyed,  and  the  physical  and 
moral  faculties  of  the  person  acted  upon,  placed 
completely  and  irresistibly  at  the  disposal  of  a 
fellow  mortal,  who  may  use  them  as  he  pleases,  and 
did  the  power  really  exist,  would  often  pervert 
them  to  the  worst  of  purposes. 

The  subject  then  becomes  too  seiious,  and  it  is 
time  that  the  delusion  should  be  so  exposed  that 
the  public  mind  may  be  set  at  rest,  and  the  igno- 
nantaod  unwary  no  longer  led  astray. 


Glossology,  or  the  Additional  Meant  of  Diagnosis  of 
Disease  to  be  derived  from  Indication*  and  Appearance* 
of  the  Tongue.  By  Benjamin  Ridgk,  M.D., 
M.R.C.S.L.,  &c,  &c.  London  :  1844 ;  8vo.,  pp.  84. 
Plates. 

The  treatise  before  us  is  an  attempt  to  connect  the 
appearances  observable  on  the  surface  of  the  tongue, 
with  the  diseases  of  which,  as  the  author  supposes, 
they  afford  correct  indications.  The  spirit  of  martyr- 
dom by  anticipation,  in  which  Dr.  Ridge  seems  to 
have  written  his  preface,  and  the  postponement  of  his 
claims  to  due  consideration  from  the  existing  to  a 
future  generation,  may  well  excuse  us  from  inflicting 
the  severity  of  criticism  upon  the  work.  To  point  out 
its  errors  of  commission  is,  moreover,  unnecessary,  as 
the  work  has  already  experienced  the  tender  mercies  of 
some  of  our  brotherhood.  We  rather  prefer  to  com- 
mend the  seal  which  the  author  shows;  and  (hough 
we  cannot  follow  him  in  the  singularly  curious  mathe- 
matical division  of  the  tongue,  by  which  that  organ  is, 
with  such  apparent  accuracy,  mapped  out,  into  we  know 
how  many  portions,  nor  in  the  apportionment  of 
these  divisions,  each  to  an  especial  organ  or  tissue,  yet 
we  are  quite  willing  to  admit  that  the  elements  of  a 
more  precise  acquaintance  with  certain  of  the  morbid 
appearances  which  it  presents,  are  indicated.  Let 
Dr.  Ridge  throw  aside  his  diagrams,  and  pursue  his 
researches  into  the  variations  exhibited  by  the  tongue 
upon  a  less  ideal  system ;  let  him  establish  any  obser- 
vation which  he  may  make  by  a  sufficient  number  of 
mats  tor  warrant  a  deduction ;  let  him  give  these  facts, 
neat  feast  wlshhful  summary  of  tnem,  and  we  have 
little  doubt  that  he  will  be  able  to  develop  principles 
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m  accordance  with  physiological,  if  not  with 
mathematical  science;  and  at  the  name  time  produce  a 
work  on  Glossology  more  worthy  of  the  attention  of 
his  readers. 


Observations  on  the  Proximate  Canoe  of  insanity.  By 
Jambs  Sbsphaeo,  M.R.C.S.  London:  1844* 
12mo.,  pp.  104. 

The  main  scope  and  intention  of  the  present  work  is 
to  show  "  that  insanity  is  universally  and  essentially 
dependant  on  morbid  conditions  of  the  blood."  It  is 
therefore,  to  be  received  as  a  contribution  towards 
those  doctrines  of  the  humoral  system  of  pathology, 
which  are  now  once  again  on  the  ascendant.  We 
cannot  admit  that  the  anthor  has  proved  his  position, 
but  his  observations  maybe  read  with  advantage,  since, 
notwithstanding  the  alloy  of  much  that  is  purely 
speculative,  the  opinions  of  many  eminent  writers  on 
the  subject  are  here  brought  into  one  focus  and  com- 
pared together;  and,  if  the  exclusive  dependence  of 
insanity  on  changes  which  take  place  in  the  blood, 
is  not  established,  it  is  at  least  shown  that  no  other  of 
the  causes  to  which  the  different  forms  of  that  dis- 
ease have  been  attributed  can  be  received  as  either 
universal  or  essential. 


Remark*  on  the  Efficacy  of  Matico,  as  a  Styptic  and 
Astringent,  with  additional  cases,  Mode  of  Exhibition, 
See.  By  Thob.  Jeffreys,  M.D.  Second  Edition. 
London  :  1844,  pp.  37. 

This  pamphlet,  in  part  republished  from  the  Trans- 
actions of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Associa- 
tion, contains  a  concise  history  of  the  discovery 
of  the  new  and  powerful  astringent  remedy,  lately 
introduced  into  this  country,  by  Dr.  Jeffreys,  together 
with  a  notice  of  its  properties,  and  its  application  in 
the  cure  of  diseases  in  which  such  remedies  are 
called  for.  Several  additional  authorities  are  given  in 
testimony  of  the  powerfully  styptic  properties  of  the 
matico,  and  of  its  use  in  external  and  internal  hemor- 
rhages, in  gonorrheas,  iencorrhosa,  catarrhus  vesica), 
&c.  The  matico  is  now,  as  we  are  given  to  nndiistsnJ, 
employed  in  some  of  the  London  Hospitals,  and  has 
been  used  with  much  success  in  many  of  our  Provincial 
Institutions,  as  well  as  in  private  practice. 

When  applied  externally,  Dr.  Jeffreys  recommends  the 
inner  (upper  ?)  side  of  the  leaf  as  most  powerful.  "  To 
leech-bites,  and  bleeding  from  cuts  or  other  recent 
wounds,  the  inner  side  of  the  leaf  should  be  pressed 
upon  the  bleeding  part  for  a  few  minutes,  whan  it  wiU 
be  found  to  possess  not  only  an  adhesive,  but  also  a 
healing  quality,  not  easily  separated  by  washing  the 
hands  or  other  ordinary  means."  In  bleeding  from 
the  nose,  the  powdered  herb  need  as  snuff  has  been 
found  a  very  convenient  mode  of  applying  it. 
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subjoin   the  formula?   for  preparing  an  infusion,  a 
decoction*  and  a  tincture* 

IKFUaiOK  OV    MATICO. 

Take  of  Matico-leaves      .    •    .    one  ounce. 

„       Boiling  water      ,    .    .    one  pint. 

Macerate  for  two  hours,  or  until  cold. 

Dote — two  tablespoonfuia  for  an  adult,   twice  or 

three  times  daily,  or  oftener,  if  the  case  is  a  severe 

one  or  the  symptoms  urgent. 

decoction  of  matico. 
Take  of  Matico-leaves      .    .    .    one  ounce. 

„      Water        one  pint. 

Boil  for  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  and  strain. 
Dose— the  same  as  that  of  the  infusion. 

TINCTURE   OP  MATICO. 

Take  of  Matico-leaves       .    .    three  ounces. 
„      Proof  spirit  of  wine   .    one  pint. 

Digest  for  fourteen  days,  in  the  usual  way,  and  filter 
for  use. 

Dose — from  thirty  to  sixty  drops,  in  water. 

We  cannot  conclude  this  short  notice  without 
expressing  our  opinion,  that  Dr.  Jeffreys  is  entitled  to 
the  best  thanks  of  his  professional  brethren,  for  the 
introduction,  of  what  is  likely  to  prove,  so  useful  an 
addition  to  the  Materia  Medica. 

Lecture  on  Physical  and  Intellectual  Life,  delivered 
before  the  Educational  Society  of  St.  Maty'*, 
Birmingham,  Maw,  1843.  By  Samuel  Wright; 
M.D.,  F.R.S.,  F.S.A.,  F.B.S.,  ftc,  Physician  to  the 
Birmingham  General  Dispensary. 

Dr.  Wright  is  very  favourably  known  to  the  pro- 
fession by  his  elaborate  and  interesting  researches  on 
the  titeratsre  and  pathology  of  the  salivary  secretion. 
The  essay  now  before  us  evinces  the  same  grasp  of 
reasoning  power,  the  same  clear  and  methodised  habits 
of  thought,  the  same  diligence  and  latitude  of 
research,  which  characterised  his  mode  of  treating 
the  subject  to  which  we  have  referred.  It  contains 
a  -very  able,  brief,  but  lucid  exposition  of  a  very 
extensive  and  difficult  theme,  and  forms  a  clear  and 
compendious  summary  of  our  existing  knowledge  and 
philosophy.  The  author's  mind  is  graced  with  the 
higher  quality  of  wisdom,  as  well  as  information ;  and 
in  his  eager  study  of  the  book  of  human  science,  he 
does  not  neglect  nor  undervalue  the  great  volume  of 
Revelation.  *  Familiar  with  what  is  known,  he  is  keenly 
sensible  of  the  unknown,  and  retains  a  candour  of 
statement  upon  difficult  and  debateable  points,  which 
if  it  does  not  always  convince,  has  no  tendency  to 
mislead.  Dr.  Wright's  pamphlet  {S  well  calculated  to 
diffuse  sound  and  correct  inllunntsosi  on  the  varied 
questions  he  has  discussed. 


EFFECTS  OF  MALARIA  ON  TEETOTALERS. 
to  the  editor  of  the  provincial  medical  amd 
surgical  journal. 
Sir, 

Mr.  Morris,  of  Spalding,  represents  the  malaria, 
choosing  for  its  victim  the  emaciated  and  miserable 
looking  teetotaller,  inhabiting  a  poor  miserable  cottage, 
with  floor  of  mud,  windows  all  in  pieces,  and  scarcely 
a  burning  ember  in  the  grate ;  thus  assuming  that 
abstinence  from  alcoholic  stimulants  produces  poverty 
and  disease.  Ihe  testimony  of  those  who  have  fairly 
tried  teetotatism  is,  almost  without  exception,  that  by 
it  health  and  strength  are  increased,  and  the  saving 
effected  by  it,  averages  a  third  of  the  wages.  It  may 
be  -inferred,  from  Mr.  Morris's  remarks,  that  the 
habitual  dietetic  employment  of  alcohol  is  not  injurious 
to  health,  which  I  believe  is  not  true  of  it,  nor  of  any 
other  poison  or  medicine. 

If  it  be  true  that  persons  who  live  principally  upon 
vegetable  diet,  and  avoid  stimulants  altogether,  are  more 
frequently  attacked  with  malaria  than  those  who  do 
not ;  may  it  not  be  owing  to  the  former  circumstance 
alone.  Mr.  Morris  says,  a  low  diet  and  total  absti- 
nence from  stimulants  induce  malaria;  I  question 
whether  the  latter  does. 

If  the  water  possesses  any  deleterious  quality,  I  sun- 
pose  that  it  may  be  corrected  without  the  addition  of 
alcohol  or  other  narcotic.  It  is  not  to  the  credit  of  Mr. 
Morris's  medical  friend  that  be  allowed  his  patient  to 
conclude,  that  because  a  stimulant  aided  his  recovery, 
he  should  continue  to  take  it  after  he  was  cured. 

I  do  not  think  that  the  aspect  of  the  present 
teetotallers  is  a  fair  exemplification  of  the  effect  of 
teetotalism  upon  health ;  because  many  of  them  had 
ruined  their  constitutions  by  indulgence  in  alcoholic 
stimulants  before  they  adopted  the  principle;  and 
many  of  those  who  never  were  intemperate,  had  ori- 
ginally such  feeble  constitutions  that  they  never  coulel 
drink  alcoholic  liquors,  even  in  the  most  moderate 
degree,  without  being  sensible  of  injury.  Some  of 
these  feel  assured  that  had  they  continued  to  drink 
stimulants,  they  would  not  now  be  living. 

Many,  by  their  previous  indulgence  in  alcoholic 
beverage,  have  become  so  sensualised  as  to  retain  and 
adopt  other  habits  injurious  to  the  health ;  as  smoking, 
snuffing,  or  chewing  tobacco;  the  drinking  of  ten, 
coffee,  cocoa,  or  ginger-beer,  to  excess,  and  when  not 
required,  by  which  they  often  bring  on  dyspepsia; 
sitting  in  crowded  coffee-houses  often  to  late  hours ; 
and  some  unprincipled  coffee-house  keepers  allure  the 
young  to  balls,  which  sometimes  continue  all  night. 

I  am  assured,  however,  by  a  medical  friend,  who 
attends  a  great  number  of  teetotallers,  that  they  are 
more  rarely  attacked  by  typhus  man  those  who  am 
accustomed  to  stimulants.  The  appearance  of  the  nun 
who  takes  his  accustomed  glass  of  ale  daily,  is  even 
more  fallacious  ;  for  though  he  may  for  a  time  look 
plumper,  he  is  generally  less  active,  sooner  incommoded 
by  perspiration,  sooner  out  of  breath,  and  not  equal  to 
the  teetotaller  in  endurance  of  continued-  labour  t  the) 
complexion  kucopbiegaatic,  or  pkthorte,  in 
case  indicating  the  proximity  of  disease. 

I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

JTHOMAS  EDEN. 

51,  Mount  Pleasant,  Liverpool,  May  20, 1844. 
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TREATMENT  OF  PUERPERAL  CONVULSIONS. 
MR.  DRUITTS  CASE. 

t4  tbi  editor  of  the  provincial  medical  and 
surgical  journal. 
Sir, 

I  feel  assured  that  many  of  your  readers  will  have 
felt  the  same  disappointment  that  I  did  upon  reading 
Mr.  Drain's  letter,  which  he  styles  *<  a  reply  to  Dr. 
Arnold.* 

The  additional  foots  which  my  letter  hare  brought 
to  our  knowledge,  certainly  justify  the  use  of  the  lancet 
in  the  case  alluded  to,  for  it  now  appears  that  this 
patient  has  a  constant  tendency  to  cerebral  congestion 
and  plethora,  and  that  any  slight  transgression  from 
dietetic  rules,  immediately  brings  on  giddiness  and 
bleeding  from  the  nose.  This  does  indeed  speak 
volumes  to  a  practical  man,  but  I  would  ask,  who, 
from  reading  the  statement  of  the  case  made  by  Mr. 
Druitt  in  his  first  letter,  could  have  supposed  he  was 
treating  such  a  constitution ;  and  how  justly  did  he  lay 
himself  open  to  my  remarks,  when  the  case  as  reported 
in  yonr  Journal,  contains  no  other  observations  on  this 
soiyeet,  than  that  the  lady  complained  of  headache 
and  drowsiness  for  some  days. 

What  was  the  state  of  the  circulation  or  habit  of  the 
body,  until  Mr.  Druitt's  .  second  letter  appeared,  re- 
mained a  mystery,  and  it  was  upon  the  absence  of  such 
important  features,  that  I  doubted  much  the  propriety 
of  so  large  an  abstraction  of  blood. 

Your  correspondent  must  not  be  surprised  that  in 
some  constitutions,  when  large  doses  of  calomel  are 
given,  and  at  the  same  time  large  quantities  of  blood 
tahm,sslivation  should  be  the  consequence ;  and  I  think 
I  need  not  explain  to  him  the  reason  why  such  effects 
axe  produced.  Mr.  Wilson's  oases  are  instructive,  and  in 
reading  them  you  feel  at  once  conversant  with  the 
case ;  but  how  can  they  be  explained,  if,  as  Mr.  Druitt 
says,  **  we  may  throw  away  all  fine-spun  stories  about 
sympathy."  May  I  not  indeed  say,  with  some  truth, 
that  I  "doubt  seriously  whether  he  is  himself  acquainted 
with  the  disease  which  he  writes  about."  If  sympathy 
develops  its  influence  more  apparently  in  one  case  than 
in  another,  is  it  not  in  puerperal  convulsions,  and  are 
the  remarks  made  in  Dr.  Lee's  excellent  work  of  no 
practical  information  f  "  There  are  many  oases  in  which 
the  peculiar  condition  of  the  nervous  system  of  the 
uterus  appears  to  be  the  §ole  cause,  and  in  ail  cases  it 
is  the  principal  predisposing  cause,  for  the  fits  of  con- 
vulsions occur  in  most  women  in  the  first  pregnancy 
and  labour,  and  at  no  other  time  but  during  pregnancy 
and  labour;  and  they  often  suddenly  cease  when  the 
labour  is  completed,  after  curry  mudp  has  been 
employed  without  avaU,  except  artificial  delivery.  The 
condition  of  the  brain  on  which  the  loss  of  conscious- 
ness and  convulsions  depend,  is  obviously  produced 
by  sjfmtpathy  with  the  nervous  system  of  the  uterus  % 
and  the  fits  return,  and  increase  in  violence,  till  the 
uterus  is  emptied  of  its  contents,  as  it  is  on  them  the 
irritation  of  the  nerves  of  the  uterus  alone  depends." 

I  have  quoted  at  length  this  passage,  but  must  refer 
your  readers  fo  the  chapter  on  puerperal  convulsions, 
which,  if  I  had  seen,  it  before  my  first  letter  appeared, 
would'  have  confirmed  me  in  the  propriety  of  my 
observations.  The  peculiar  tendency  in  Mr.  Druitt's 
{tenant  to  cerebral  congestion  rendered  bleeding  impe- 


rative, but  I  still  maintain  that  our  hopes  of  subduing 
the  convulsions  must  not  depend  solely  on  the  lancet, 
and  that  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  practitioner  In 
such  eases,  to  spare  as  maoh  as  possible  the  loss  of 
blood  for  the  sake  both  of  mother  and  child.  The 
fives  of  both  are  frequently  at  stake,  and  confidence  la 
ill  bestowed  upon  that  practitioner,  who  will  hastily 
adopt  so  free  a  use  of  the  lancet  in  this  often  frightful 
malady.  There  is  no  disease  which  a  pregnant 
woman  Is  heir  to,  which  requires  a  more  careful  dis- 
crimination of  cmu*$,  and  a  more  prompt  application 
of  remedies;  and  as  a  general  principle  of  treatment, 
1  believe  large  abstractions  of  blood  at  such  a  period 
to  be  uncalled  for,  and  a  wrong  application  of  curative 

agents. 

I  remain,  yours,  &o., 

B.  NORTH  ARNOLD. 
Atherstone,  May  17, 1844. 


ELIGIBILITY  OF  THE  LICENTIATES  OF  THE 
SOCIETY  OF  APOTHECARIES  AS  MEDICAL 
OFFICERS  OF  UNIONS. 

TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND 
SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 
Si*, 

I  beg  to  express  my  obligations  to  the  Worshipful 
Society  of  Apothecaries',  who,  by  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment passed  in  1815,  were  empowered  to  confer  legal 
privileges  on  Medical  Students,  for  their  attention  to 
the  interests  of  those  holding  their  certificste.  It  has 
always  been  considered  that  the  Licentiate  of  the 
Company,  with  respect  to  his  rights  and  privileges,  as 
conferred  and  secured  by  law,  stood  on  an  infinitely 
higher  ground  than  any  mere  member  of  the  College  Of 
8urgeons.  To  the  general  practitioner  in  private 
practice,  the  use  of  the  diploma  of  the  College  of 
Surgeons  was  ever  considered  to  confer  no  right,  and 
on  that  ground,  many  honourable  practitioners  of  the 
present  day  deemed  It  unnecessary  to  pay  £22  for  a 
document  that  was  utterly  useless.  In  the  Lancet, 
March  21.  1835,  R.  Chadwick,  Bag.,  Secretary  to  the 
Poor-Law  Commission  Office,  in  answer  to  Mr.  John 
Hall  Barnett,  distinctly  states  that  the  Comtnisrionera 
had  no  wish  to  exclude  individuals  duly  qualified, 
•Uker  by  the  College  of  Surgeons,  or  the  Apothecaries* 
Company  from  contracting,  or  being  considered  eligible 
to  contract  for  attendance  on  the  poor  of  any  of  the 
unions.  Now,  to.  infringe  on  the  rights  of  the  Licentiate 
empowered  to  practice  by  Act  of  Parliament*  nasi 
render  him  ineligible  to  hold  the  office  of  Medical  Practi- 
tioner to  a  Union,  is  a  most  extraordinary  and  unjust 
decision,  and  demands  an  imperative  call  on  the  part 
of  all  Licentiates  to  protect  their  right,  since  there  are 
many  highly  talented  and  respected  practitioners,  with 
their  families,  suffering,  and  others  likely  to  suffer 
severely  from  this  power,  granted  to  the  Poor-Law 
Commissioners. 

t  any  change  or  reform  is  to  take  place,  let  it  mil 
on<mo  heads  of  forthcoming  students,  and  not  on 
practitioners  of  from  ten  to  twenty  years  standing, 
who  have  had  the  privilege  conferred  on  them  to  prac- 
tice, through  an  act  of  Parliament* 

A  GENERAL  PRACTITIONER. 
27th  May,  1844. 
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THEEAPEUTICAI.  APFLICATIOE  OP  COLD. 

It  is  observed  by  M.  Alliott,  that  10  produce  good 
efleess  from  the  application  of  eoM,  the  tempera- 
ment of  the  patient  should  always  be  ooaitidered. 
In  nervous  persons  and  upon  irritable  organs  the 
ose  of  cold  should  never  be  carried  to  the  same 
extent  as  in  opposite  states  of  the  system,  or  in 
other  parts  of  the  body.  Two  young  females, 
sisters,  one  of  whom  was  of  extreme  susceptibility, 
the  other  more  calm,  were  attached  at  the  same  time 
with  foyer.  Ice  was  applied  to  the  head  of  both  of 
them.  The  latter  was  relieved  by  the  application  ;  the 
symptoms  of  the  former  were,  on  the  contrary,  aggra- 
vated by  it,  and  the  attack  soon  proved  fatal.— Jour- 
nal  de  Cain/rote. 

C0UETSE4EEITAMTS. 

The  following  rules  derived  from  the  tone  end  fre- 
quency of  ihe  pulse  are  suggested  by  Mr.  Atkinson, 
of  Westminster,  for  the  application  of  counter-irri- 
tants, and  are  stated  to  be  derived  from  the  physiolo- 
gical law:— The  greater  the  irritabilityof  the  constitution 
the  greater  will  be  the  sensibility  of  the  cutaneous 
surface.  His  observations  chiefly  apply  to  the  time 
required  for  the  production  of  the  full  therapeutic 
action  of  this  class  of  remedies.  If  the  pulse  is  tur- 
bulent, wiry,  and  frequent,  as  from  100  to  170,  from 
ten  minotes  to  half  an  hour's  application  will  do ;  if 
from  80  to  100,  small,  and  wiry,  then  from  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  to  two  hoars  may  suffice.  In  both  these 
.states  of  the  pulse,  if  the  skin  is  moist,  a  longer  time 
will  be  required.  In  a  slow  pulse,  under  70  in  a 
minute,  when  there  is  some  degree  of  softness  accom- 
panying it,  from  twenty  to  forty  hours,  on  an  average, 
may  be  safely  relied  on,  as  not  being  too  long  for  full 
efreots.  We  select  the  following  cases  as  illustrative  of 
the  preceding  remarks : — 

Case  1.  J.  C,  aged  sixteen  years,  was  suddenly 
attacked  with  typbos,  and  the  ordinary  remedies  were 
administered.  During  the  progress  of  the  disease  it 
was  found  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  blisters  and 
sinapisms  to  relieve  the  cerebral  congestion  commonly 
present  in  typhus.  At  this  stage  of  disease  the  pulse 
was  irregularly  quick,  wiry,  and  numbered  about  150; 
a  blister  was  applied  to  the  nape  of  the  neck,  and 
sinapisms  to  the  calves  of  the  legs.  The  former  vesi- 
cated satisfactorily  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour;  the 
latter  could  not  be  endured  longer  than  five  minutes. 

Case  5.  A  child,  aged  one  year  and  six  months,  had 
suffered  under  congestive  pneumonia ;  pulse  170.  A 
blister  was  applied  over  the  sternum,  which  had  the 
wished-for  effect  within  a  quarter  of  an  hour. 

Case  7.  A  lady,  aged  63,  who  had  for  the  last 
twenty  years  laboured  under  a  bronchial  affection, 
with  profuse  expectoration,  at  different  seasons  of  the 
year,  became  a  sufferer  from  influenza.  Her  pulse  was 
small  and  wiry,  average  130.  It  was  thought  advisable 
to  apply  a  sinapism  to  the  chest;  it  could  not  be 
•endured  more  than  ten  minutes.  A  week  after  CMs, 
through  the  abatement  of  the  disease,  the  pulse 
became  lower,  softer,  and  hardly  increased  to  76,  and 
the  poultices  were  re-appnetf ,'  when  it  became  clearly 
evident  that  they  could  be  endured  with  impunity  for 
cEore  than  half  an  honr. 


Case  10.  If.  C.,  aged  26,  was  suffering  from  ehreni* 
rheumatism  in  the  right  arm  and  shoulder.  A  btfster 
had  been  applied  over  the  part  affected.  The  potte 
was  weak  and  small,  not  exceeding  66  beats  hi  a 
minute.  It  was  directed  to  be  removed  after  the  expi- 
ration of  thirty  noun*,  and  being  attended  to  at  the 
period  mentioned,  the  vesication  was  complete  without 
rupture  of  the  cuticle. — Lamcti. 

Mr.  Atkinson  gives  short  notes  of  ten  cases,  the 
results  of  which  we  have  thrown  together  in  a  tabular 
form,  arranging  the  cases  according  to  the  frequenejr.of 
the  pulse. 


Age. 

Dtsesse.        P.    Blister.  Smspssm 

4  Infant 

7  m. 

Convulsion  rapid                  2  min. 

5  Child 

18  m. 

Pneumonia    170    15  min. 

1  J.C.M. 

16 

Tvphus          150    15  min.     5  min. 

7  Female 

63 

Influenza      130                  rO  min. 

9  S.A. 

19 

Fever             130  5  hours 

8  Male 

25 

Bilious  Fever  90  8 hours 

7  Female 

63 

Influenza        76                  30  rain. 

10  M.  C. 

26 

Chr.  Rheum.    68  30 hours 

2  Male 

18 

Influenza        65                  If  toth. 

3  Male 

62 

Hemiplegia    62                  2  hcsjre. 

MITE  ATE   OF   POTASS   IE  ASTHMA. 

A  correspondent  of  the  New  York  Medical  Gazette 
says,  that  he  has  derived  essential  benefit  from  using 
the  following  remedy  in  severe  attacks  of  asthma,  and 
baa  prescribed  it  for  several  patients  with  equal  suc- 
cess:—Immerse  thick  porous  paper  in  a  saturated 
solution  of  nitrate  of  potass,  or  common  saltpetre,  and 
hang  it  up  to  dry.  At  the  approach  of  a  paroxysm, 
inhale  the  vapour  by  burning  it  in  the  room,  or  smoking 
it  in  a  tabaoco-pipe.~PAtJa*V//>Ata  Medical  Exammrw. 

SAVIN   IE   MENOEEHAOIA. 

Some  observations  on  the  employment  of  the 
Juniperus  Sabina  in  hemorrhage  from  the  uterus  have 
been  made  by  M.  Aran,  from  which  it  would  seem 
to  be  occasionally  a  powerful  agent  in  checking  these 
discharges.  Much  has  been  said  on  the  properties  of 
savin,  as  an  emmenagogue,  and  on  the  effects  of  this 
drug  in  causing  abortion,  and  considerable  difference 
of  opinion  as  to  its  powers  and  mode  of  action 
would  seem  to  exist  amongst  competent  authorities 
some  of  which  have  recently  been  referred  to  and 
quoted  by  Dr.  Shspter,  in  this  Journal.  Several 
foreign  authors,  however,  and  among  them,  Wedekfnd 
Gouther,  and  Sauter,  disregard  altogether  its  supposed 
tendency  to  cause  uterine  hemorrhage,  and  on  the 
contrary  recommend  its  use  in  cases  of  this  description. 

M.  Sauter  says,  that  savin  is  one  nf  the  most  pow, 
erful  curative  means,  not  only  in  monorrhagia,  smo- 
other diseases  in  the  non- parturient,  designated  by  the 
terms  atony,  asthenia,  debility,  defect  of  contractility 
or  cohesive  force,  but  also  in  those  hemorrhages 
which  threaten  abortion,  occurring  in  pregnant  women, 
who,  from  debility,  have  already  had  several  misoar- 
riages.  He  states  that  in  these  cases  he  has  given  the 
powder  of  savin,  in  doses  of  from  15  to  20  grains,  three 
times  a  day,  during  three,  four,  and  five  months,  ami 
that  be  has  in  this  manner  frequently  succeeded  In 
arresting  the  hemorrhage  and  preventing  abortion,  the 
infants  being  born  healthy  at  the  full  period. 

The  following  cases,  among  others,  are  mentioned 

A  worker  in  embroidery,  aged  33,  under  the  care  of 


CORONER'S  INQUEST. 


Ife 


at  the  Hold  Dim,  had  been  recently 
of  ft  child,  tad  sines  to  coaiww nt  had 
at  msatwifcagJ*  returning  si 
is  mash  weakened  nod  hsr 
i  to  deteriorate.  The  nock  of 
the  uterus  wss  neither  swollen  nor  psJnrul ;  bat  s 
soft  ilsrtHi  circumscribed  tumour  could  be  felt  project- 
n^  before  the  sarterior  fold  of  the  vsgiaa.  Powdered 
savin  wss  administered,  and  In  two  days  ths  emmor- 
hage  ceased,  and  the  uterus  was  restored  to  its  healthy 


i  aged  28,  also  a  patient  of  M.  Gendrin,  had 
from  monorrhagia  for  eight  months,  almost 
continually,  but  without  uterine  disease.  Sarin  was 
administered,  and  on  the  third  day  the  bannorrhage 
wss  arrested.  About  six  weeks  afterwards  it  returned ; 
the  uterus  was  now  somewhat  swollen,  and  sensitive  to 
the  touch.  She  was  bled  from  the  arm,  and  the  savin 
again  given.    The  hemorrhage  immediately  ceased. 

A  lady,  of  a  bilious-sanguine  temperament,  and 
robust  constitution,  wss  attacked  with  monorrhagia 
after  a  fatiguing  walk.  The  haemorrhage  was  neg- 
lected, and  had  lasted  for  three  days,  when  M .  Aran 
wss  called  in.  He  found  her  in  bed,  with  the  conn, 
tenance  excited,  the  mouth  dry,  and  complaining  of 
argent  thirst,  and  of  dragging  pains  in  the  hypogastric 
region,  which  was  tender  on  pressure;  the  hemorrhage 
still  continuing,  although  not  Tory  copious.  The  horl- 
position,  cold  to  the  hypogastriam,  and  a 
I  from  the  arm,  were  ordered*  The  lihimllug 
was  followed  by  gnat  relief,  the  monorrhagia  wss 
stopped,  and  the  patient,  thinking  herself  cared, 
returned  to  her  avocation.  Ths  same  evening  the 
haunorrhsge  re-appeared ;  bleeding  could  not  be  again 
bad  recourse  to,  and  one  gramme  and  a  quarter  of 
savin  was  immediately  given  in  three  doses.  On  the 
following  day  the  monorrhagia  bad  completely 
ensued;  and,  notwithstanding  that  the  patient  would 
met  remain  in  bed,  did  not  again  appear. 

A  young  married  lady,  a  blonde  and  of  lymphatic 
temperament,  was  attacked  at  the  catamenial  period 
with  prorate  hemorrhage,  which  continued  for  eight 
days.  M.  Aran  found  her  with  no  symptoms  of 
deranged  health,  with  the  exception  that  she  was  some 
what  pale.  Three  doses  of  savin,  of  forty  centigrammes 
each,  were  administered  at  intervals  of  two  hours.  The 
following  day  the  hemorrhage  had  almost  ceased,  and 
another  dose  of  the  savin  entirely  put  a  stop  to  It— 
OmUt  Medicate. 

CaURAL  HBUN1A. 

t  of  crural  hernia  has  been  successfully  oper- 

i  alter  twenty-nine  days  strangulation,  by  M. 

Ths  tumour  was  of  a  livid  red  colour* 

had  been  frequent  vomitings,  constipation, 

f  pains  during  ths  whole  period ;  the  debility 

\  extreme.  When  the  loop  of  intestine  wss  exposed, 

,  of  a  deep  brown-red  colour,  withoat  a  trace 

after   being   freed,   was   easily 

Two   hours  afterwards   ths   bowels   were 

I;  las  symptoms  subsided,  and  a  rapid  cure  was 

Mtiie^Ckintr 
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DEATH  AFTER  A  BLOW  6n  THE  HEAD. 
DISINTERMENT  OF  THE  BODY.— INQUEST. 


The  following  case,  which  we  condense  from  the 
Halifax  Guardian^  is  interesting  on  acssunt  of  the 
alight  marks  of  injury  discovered  on  examination  of 
the  body,  and  the  difficulty  experienced  by  the  medical 
witnesses  in  accounting  for  the  fatal  result  Ths 
evidence  as  to  the  infliction  of  the  blow  was  decisive, 
we  shall  therefore  content  ourselves  with  giving  s  brief 
statement  of  the  facts,  the  evidence  of  the  father  of  the- 
boy,  and  that  of  the  medical  witnesses: — 

It  appears  that  on  Saturday,  May  4tb,  John  Barra- 
clough, a  little  factory  worker,  eleven  years  old,  was 
playing  along  with  some  other  boys,  about  the  same- 
age,  in  a  field  near  Ovenden,when  they  were  perceived 
by  a  man  named  Helliwell,  who  ran  after  them,  and 
catching  Barraclough,  felled  the  poor  little  follow 
with  a  hedge-stake!  The  man  then  ran  away. 
Barraclough  died  on  the  Monday  following,  and  was 
duly  interred.  The  matter,  however,  got  noised  abroad, 
and  an  inquest  was  subsequently  held  upon  the  body, 
which  was  disinterred  for  the  purpose  of  a  post- 
mortem examination. 

After  the  examination  of  witnesses  who  proved  tan 
giving  of  the  blow  by  the  man  Helliwell,  John 
Barraclough  father,  of  the  deceased,  was  called,  and 
stated,  that  he  lived  at  Lady  Ship,  and  worked  at  Mr* 
Bodd's  mill.  On  Saturday  afternoon  week,  deceased 
was  very  ill,  and  left  his  work  on  that  account ;  he  went 
to  bed  about  four,  and  got  up  about  Sunday  noon, 
when  he  wss  better :  could  not  say  deceased  waa  not 
playing  on  Sunday  afternoon  in  the  Shroggs;*  he 
went  to  bed  at.  dark*  On  Monday  morning  deoeased 
wss  worse,  complained  of  being  thirsty,  and  wanted 
something  to  drink;  they  thought  he  had  got  cold,  aa 
on.  the  Saturday  he  had  gone  to  the  mill  withoat 
say  kings;  they  gave  him  some  castor  oil,  and  he 
vomited  several  times.  Waa  going  for  a  doctor,  bat 
ths  neighbours  said  that  as  he  had  vomited  he  would 
be  better.  About  half-past  eight  he  began  to  breaths 
shorter,  and  he  died  at  half* past  ten. 

Frederick  Hoskin  Tucker,  ot  Halifax,  surgeon, 
stated  that  he  had  made  a  post-mortem  examination  of 
the  body  of  the  deceased.  On  the  left  side  of  ths 
back  part  of  the  head  he  found,  on  shaving  off  the 
hair,  evident  marks  of  blows;  on  removing  the  scalp 
there  wss  a  slight  effusion  of  blood  beneath  the  marka* 
on  removing  the  skull  cap,  beneath  the  membranes, 
there  wss  a  slight  effusion  of  coagulated  blood,  and 
corresponding  with  the  outward  mark.  Ths  maths 
were  contusions  which  would  be  caassd  by  a  stick  or 
any  blunt  instrument,  and  would  not  require  graal 
violence.  It  had  evidently  been  a  smart  blow*  but 
not  a  violent  one.  The  rest  of  the  brain  and  head 
waa  healthy.  The  inflammation  about  the  effusion 
was  rery  slight :  the  chest  and  bowel*  warn  quilt 
healthy.  The  deceased  had  died  from  tan  slight  anW 
sion  and  inflammation  which  he  had  described.  Willi 
proper  medical  treatment  deceased  might  have  r*> 
covered.  Witness  never  inspected  a  body  where  there 
was  so  slight  an  injury  to  account  for  death* 

James  Inglis,  M.D.*,  of  Hetifex,  stated  that  he  had 

♦  It  sad  beeagisss  is  stswanestf  one  of  lis  other  wit- 
assess,  that  the  poor  ass  sad  svansstwimstmtn  r 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


assisted  Mr.  Tucker  In  bis  post-mortem  examination. 
On  removing  the  hair  then  appeared  a  alight  red  mark 
on  the  left  tide  of  the  back  part  of  the  head;  there 
was  alto  an  indistinct  one  near  it;  on  the  right  tide 
there  was  no  mark.  On  removing  the  scalp  he  found 
immediately  beneath  the  marks  an  effusion  of  dark 
blood,  which  effusion  did  not  exist  on  the  right  side. 
On  removing  the  skull-cap  no  marks  of  violence 
could  be  discovered;  the  brain  was  quite  natural, 
except  so  far  as  might  arise  from  the  gravitation  of 
the  blood  from  natural  causes.  Ou  opening  the  chest, 
the  heart  and  lungs  were  found  to  be  quite  healthy ; 
the  viscera  of  the  abdomen  were  also  healthy.  Could 
not  say  what  was  the  cause  of  death ;  the  appear- 
ances  were  not  sufficient.  If  death  had  occurred  from 
the  injury  on  the  head  there  would  have  been  some 
similar  mark  on  the  brain.  A  shock  of  the  nervous 
system  might  have  caused  death,  but  he  could  not 
positively  say  that  such  was  the  case. 

Mrs.  Barraclnugh,  mother  of  the  deceased,  stated 
that  on  the  Saturday  in  question  deceased  complained 
of  his  head,  but  he  went  to  his  work.  On  his  return 
before  the  mill  closed,  he  was  "  mazy,"  and  com- 
plained. The  evidence  of  this  witness  was  similar  to 
that  of  her  husband. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  evidence,  the  Jury  remained 
in  consultation  some  time  before  they  could  agree 
upon  their  verdict  Eventually,  a  verdict  was  re- 
turned to  the  following  effect— Whether  the  deceased, 
John  Barraclough,  died  from  natural  causes,  or  from 
violence,  there  is  no  sufficient  legal  evidence  to 
determine. 


SYDENHAM  SOCIETY. 
NEW  EDITION  6P  LOUIS  ON  PHTHISIS. 

TO  THB  XDlTOft  OF  THE  FSjOTINCIAL  MBMCAIi  AH© 
SUUOIOAL  JtUBNAL. 

Sin, 
Will  you  oblige  me  by  inserting  the  following  state- 
ment. 

Yours  obediently, 

CHARLES  COWAN. 
Reading,  June  11, 1844. 

It  ia  now  nine  yean  since  I  published  and  edited 
with  extensive  additions,  a  Translation  of  Louis  on 
Phthisis,  and  in  a  manner  which  then  elicited  the 
strongest  approbation  of  the  periodical  press.  During 
the  past  winter  I  was  asked  by  some  leading  members 
of  the  Sydenham  Society,  whether  it  was  my  intention 
to  print  M.  Louis'  second  edition,  or  whether  I  would 
undertake  it  for  the  Society  ? 

In  reply,  I  stated,  that  having  to  prepare  the  Retro- 
spective Address,  with  other  engagements,  I  could  not 
promise  to  complete  a  translation  before  late  in  the 
summer,  but  if  the  Society  was  anxious  for  an  earlier 
period  of  publication,  I  should  not  oppose  a  selfish 
barrier  to  the  work  being  entrusted  to  any  other 
individual. 

In  Professor  Walshe's  Translation  just  pubHsbed, 
not  the  slightest  reference  is  made  to  the  preceding 
facts,  nor  is  the  existence  of  an  English  Translation 
of  the  first  edition  even  distantly  alluded  to. 

bthisJeeU  bit  nnseiilsnt  with  either  Literary 
4v  Professional  oourlesy  *ew  cssnhssu*  * 


MEIMCAL  RELIEF  COMMITTEE. 
We  neve  the  authority  of  Lord  Ashley, 
of  the  Committee,  for  stating  that  any 
Gentlemen  who,  from  their  own  . 
can  prove  that  the  poor  do 
medical  assistance  under  the  provisions  of  the 
existing  law,  may  be  heard  before  the  Cossmtttee. 
An  application,  in  the  first  instance,  should  be  i 
by  letter,  to  Lord  Ashley.— lancer. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Members  on  Friday,  May  31st, 
1844 :— J.  J.  Ren  wick;  T.  Shaw;  C.  Martin;  J.  T. 
Carr;  E.  Gibson;  J.  Allison;  T.  W.  Christie;  T. 
Cabalan;  A.  Clark;  J.  Bryson ;  W.  L.  Dickinson; 
H.  S.  R.  Pearce. 

Admitted  Monday,  June  3.— R.  E.  Ellis;  J.  Hard- 
wick  ;  R.  E.  Semper ;  J.  G.  Defrier ;  J.  L.  Williams  ; 
J.  McCullock;  C.  Brookes;  W.  Cholmeley;  E. 
Crichmsy. 

PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 

As  the  twelfth  volume  of  the  Transactions  has  now 
been  issued  to  the  Members  of  the  Association,  and 
the  time  for  making  np  the  annual  statement  of 
accounts  approaches,  those  gentlemen  who  have  not 
yet  paid  their  subscriptions,  are  requested  to  pay  the 
amount  due,  either  to  the  local  Secretary  or  Collector 
of  the  district  in  which  they  reside;  to  the  Treasurer 
or  Secretary  of  the  Association,  by  post-office  order ; 
or  through  the  medium  of  their  own  bankers,  to 
Messrs.  Roberts  and  Co,  London,  for  Messrs.  Berwick 
and  Co*  Worcester,  to  the  credit  of  she  Provincial 
Medical  and  Surgical  Association. 


SOUTH-WESTERN  BRANCH  OF  THB  PROVIN- 
CIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  ASSOCAI- 
TION. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  South- Western  Branch 
of  the  Association,  is  appointed  to  be  held  at  the 
Athenaeum,  Plymouth,  on  Tuesday,  the  18th  mat* 
Any  communications  connected  with  the  ineafjng 
should  be  made  to  the  President-elect,  Dr.  Cook- 
worthy,  Plymouth,  or  to  the  Secretary,  Dr.  Shapter, 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Communications  have  been  received  from  Senex,  Dr. 
W.  Arnold,  and  Mr.  J.  Harrinson. 

Ambidexter.    We  have  been  prevented  by  the  j 
of  other  matter  from  inserting  the  letter  of 
correspondent.    Anonymous  commu 
always  give  place  to  those  which  are  authenticated 
by  the  signature  of  the  writer. 

It  is  requested  that  all  letters  and  commonicetkmebe 
sent  to  Dr.  Streeten,  Foregats  Street,  Wo 
Parcels,  and  books  for  review,  may  be  i 
the  Editor  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  care  of  Mr.  Churchill,  Princes  Street,  Soma. 


PROVINCIAL 

MEDICAL  &  SURGICAL  JOURNAL 


OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  TREATMENT  OF 

PUERPERAL  CONVULSIONS. 
By  Robert  Storm,  Esq.,  Surgeon,  Doncaster. 

to  the  editor  of  the  provincial  medical  and 
surgical  journal. 
Sir, 

Like  many  of  your  readers  I  was  surprised  to  find 
that  tbe  case  of  puerperal  convulsions  followed  by 
ptynlysm,  related  by  Mr.  Druitt,  in  one  of  yonr  pre- 
vious numbers,  with  so  much  candour  and  honesty, 
had  been  made  tbe  subject  of  such  Revere  and  un- 
merited strictures  by  Dr.  North  Arnold,  in  a  letter  at 
variance  with  all  t^e  principles  of  practice  of  the 
highest  authorities  in  this  disease.  However,  as  he  has 
already  been  replied  to  by  Mr.  Druitt,  I  do  not, feel 
called  npon  to  enter  the  lists  with  him ;  but  if  I  shall 
not  be  trespassing  too  much  upon  your  pages,  and  on 
t^e  .patience  of  your  readers,  I  will  give  you  as  buc- 

.  cinctly  as  possible  the  details  of  a  few  cases  Of  the 

'  disease  in  question,  of  which  I  have  taken  notes  at  the 
tffne,  more  or  less  imperfect,  as  my  own  leisure  per* 
pitted,  or  the  severity  of  the  case  suggested. 

The  oases  are  .generally  illustrative  of  the  practice 
recommended  by  our  greatest  obstetricians,  that  of 

'  doing  all  we  can  as  promptly  as  possible'  for  tbe 
semoval  of  tbe  severe  congestion,  or  local  plethora,  on 
which  the  disease  generally  depends j  but  at  the  same 
tfme  such  modifications  of  this  practice  as  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  suggested  were  also  adopted,  and 
the  quantity  of  blood  removed  depended  on  the 
strength  of  the  pulse,  the '  condition  of  the'  patient 
sewrioua  to  the  attack,  and  on  her  temperament  and 
saysmsfd  power  of  eaduraneeof  so  energetic  a  remedy. 
..turn  qmte  of  opinion  that,  in  some  instances,  from 
fee*  on  the  part  of  tbe  young  practitioner,  the  force 
jpf,  high  authority  on  his  mind,  and  the  want  of  time 
tor  mature  reflection,  the  practice  of  depletion  is  occa- 
moniilly  carried  to  such  an  extent  that  the  very  cir- 
ciiEistanee  of  «3*hkh  we  are  so,  much  in  dread,  namely, 
eermif  fffntion  nn  the.  brain,  is  endangered  by  an 
excess  in  the  application  of  the  remedy  we  are  so 
anxiously  using  for  its  prevention ;  and  if  such  effu- 
sion does  not  take  place  on  the  brain,  other  large 
i  Cavities  may  be  thus  affected,  by  the  combined 
on  the  nervous  and  vascular  systems  of  so 
a  removal  of  the  vital  fluid  on  which  their 
_  r  and  the  maintenance  of  their  functions  depend. 
I  most  say  I  em  also  seriously  opposed  to  such  large 
doses  of  mercurials  as  are  often  given  in  this  and 

.other  sudden  cases,  and  I  consider  the  case  related  by 
Mr.  Druitt,  and  the*  one  more  lately  mentioned  by 
fta,  if,  June  19,  IMJ, 


Mr.  Cox,  bear  strong  testimony  to  the  imprudence  of 
such  practice  in  showing  the  frequency  of  suscepti- 
bility. Those  high  practitioners  who  probably  never 
see  their  patients  again  after  they  have  treated  them, 
may  not  probably  feel  the  force  of  this  remark,  but 
those  who  are  in  tbe  daily  habit  of  meeting,  their  old 
patients  will  often  find,  that  they  suffer  merited  oppro- 
brium, for  any  Carelessness  or  excess  in .  practice  of 
which  they  may  have  been. guilty,  and- no  practical 
error*  are  more  lasting  in  their  effects  than  those 
which  arise  from  the  undue  administration  of  calomel. 

It  is  with  no  enviable  feeling  , that  the  practitioner 
hears  bis  patients  remark,  that  their  teeth  have  entirely 
failed  them  since  last  under  his  treatment  for  such 
and  such  a  disorder;  besides  .the  more  untoward 
scrapes  which  salivation  gets  htm  (the  practitioner) 
into.  I  believe,  in  by  far  tbe  majority  of  cases  of  this 
awful  disease,  you  have  not  time  for  any  other  action 
of  «fhis  powerful  remedy  to  he  produced  than  its  pnr- 
gawveone,  and  that  it  is  only  in  cases  of  a  more  pro- 
tracted nature  where  it  can  avail,  either  in  promoting 
absorption,  or  in '  preventing  deposition.  The.  dose 
exhibited  in  the  case  Mated  by  Mr.  Druitt  Wat  one 
many  are  accustomed  to  exceed  over  and  over. again, 
and  the  unfortunate  circumstances  in  this  case  could 
only  arise  from  peculiar  idiosyncrasy,  increasedon  the 
other  hand  by  the  depletion  the  patient  underwent. 
But  were  we  to  entertain  the  extreme  opinions  of  this 
remedy  Dr.  Arnold  would  have  us  to  do*  we  bad  better 
at  once  discard  so  unmanageable  an  agent  from  our 
practice. 

There  is  another  point  on  which  practitioners  differ 
much,  viz.,  whether  opiates  should  be  exhibited  in  any 
stage  of  this  disease*  or  not.  For  my  own  part,  I  am 
decidedly  of  opinion  that  an  opiate  is  of  service  where 
you  have  done  all  you  can  previously*  by  depletion,  to 
relieve  the  excessive  congestion  of  the  brain,  and  have 
had  die  bowels  freely  emptied ;  and  where  yon  would 
not  be  justified  in  carrying  depletion  farther,  where  the 
pulse  has  become  soft,  feeble*  and  frequent,  the  coon* 
tenance  pallid,  and  where  there  is  great  restlessness 
and  nervous  irritability.  In  these  Instances  an  opiate 
(Battley's  Tincture)  is  highly  serviceable  in  quieting 
the  circulation,  as  well  as  the  nervous  disturbance, 
and  consequently  in  preventing  a  return  of  the  con* 
vulsions;  but  I  would  by  no  frieaoEreeommend  it  until 
bleeding  has  been  resorted  to.  The  first  tiatevl  gave 
it  was  on  the  suggestion  of  my  friend  D*  Seholfield, 
and  it  then  more  than  answered  our  expectations. 

There  are,  undoubtedly,  some  cases  of  convulsions 

occurring  in  the  puerperal  state  from  flooding,   or 

from  the  exhaustion  of*  tarovieus   inanition, '  where 
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PUERPERAL  CONVULSIONS. 


bleeding  would  of  course  be  decidedly  hurtful. .  Those 
cam  arising  from  flooding,  the  young  practitioner  would 
most  probably  be  in  do  doubt  about,  but  in  those  from 
inanition  or  from  debility,  he  might  be  in  some  doubt ; 
but  the  feeble  state  of  the  pulse,  the  pallid  countenance, 
and  the  absence  of  the  usual  signs  of  cerebral  deter- 
mination, and  more  than  all,  the  rare  occurrence  of 
the  fit,  wonld  soon  satiety  him  that  it  was  more  neces- 
sary to  husband  the  strength  of  his  patient  than  to 
destroy  it. 

Practitioners  differ  greatly  as  to  the  propriety  of 
interference  in  labour  in  these  cases,  for  my  own  part 
I  hare  always  avoided  in  the  early  stages  of  it 
anything  farther  than  gentle  dilatation  of  the  os  uteri, 
which  I  hare  generally  found  sufficient ;  but  in  some 
others,  in  a  more  advanced  stage,  I  hare  applied  gentle 
pressure  orer  the  abdomen  by  means  of  the  elastic 
shawl  bandage,  and  exhibited  the  ergot  of  rye.  In 
one  case  only  hare  I  thought  it  necessary  to  use  the 
forceps,  It  was  one  in  which  labour  was  considerably 
advanced;  dilatation  of  the  os  uteri  had  been  long 
completed;  the  head  was  resting  on  the  soft  parts 
during  the  pains,  which  were  becoming  lew  frequent; 
end,  from  the  frequency  and  severity  of  the  convulsions, 
there  was  no  time  to  be  lost  Delivery  was  easily 
accomplished,  but  the  patient  died  from  recurrence  of 
the  fits.  I  will  now,  however,  relate  those  cases  of 
which  I  have 


Casb  t. 

Onthemorukigof  the  17th  of  March,  183*,  I  was 
sent  for  u»  Mrs.  S— ,  of  Sprotbrouai^agod  36,  whohari 
been  sained  with  a  severe  convulsion.  I  found  her  just 
recovering  from  an  attack,  and  scarcely  conecioes.  I 
had  never  seen  her  but  once  before*  when  apohen  to 
to  attend  her,  and  was  scarcely  aware  of  her  previous 
condition.  She  was  pregnant  of  her  first  child,  had 
considerable  oedema  of  the  hands  and  fee^a  full  labour- 
ing pulse,  and  a  turgid  countenance.  I  bled  her 
freely,  and  gave  her  six  grains  of  calomel  and  six  of 
jalap  immediately ;  ordered  the  hair  to  be  cut  off,  cold 
stupes  applied  to  the  head,  and  sinapisms  to  the  feet. 
The  blood— about  eighteen  ounces— was  busty.  There 
were  no  indications  of  labour.  In  a  few  hours  I  saw 
her  again,  and  as  she  had  hud  several  more  convulsions 
I  again  bled  her  to  about  the  same  extent.  There 
were  now  some  indications  of  approaching  labour,  and 
on  examination  I  found  the  os  uteri  about  the  size  of 
a  sixpence.  Some  hours  afterwards  my  friend,  the 
late  Mr.  Branson,  saw  her  with  me,  and  suggested  the 
propriety  of  dilating  the  os  uteri,  and  of  endeavouring 
to  assist  labour.  There  was  now  an  occasional  excla- 
mation of  M  oh  dear ;"  but  she  was  otherwise  totally  un- 
"  conscious.  In  about  three  hours  the  parts  being  lax, 
and  the  labour  pains  becoming  gradually  stronger,  with 
the  assistance  of  a  shawl  bandage  labour  was  com- 
pleted, and  I  hoped  there  would  be  no  more  convul- 
sions, but  she  had  one  again  in  about  an  hour 
after  delivery,  and  continued  to  hare  one  every,  hour 
for  some  hours  afterwards.  The  bowels  were  freely 
moved,  the  head  was  still  kept  wet,  and  a  dozen 
leeches  were  applied  to  the  forehead,  and  a  large 
buster  to  the  nape  of  the  neck.  I  remained;  with 
her  during  the  ntvht,  and  when  I  left  her  on  the 
following  morning  she  was  completely  onoonsdottt; 
pulse  ranging  from  140  to  160}  great  delirium ;  the 


osdema  of  the  arms  and  legs  still  continued.  She 
remained  in  this  state  about  a  week,  with  very  Utile 
change;  the  bowels  were  kept  freely  open,  salines 
with  digitalis  given  at  frequent  intervals,  and  a  surge 
blister  was  applied  over  the  scalp.  There  was  then  no 
secretion  of  milk  whatever.  At  the  end  of  a  fortnight 
she  had  regained  more  consciousness,  and  the* pulse 
had  conaidetubly  abated  in  frequency,  but  she  was 
more  than  three  weeks  before  she  could  be  made  to 
undersUnd  that  she  had  had  a  child,  and  that  the 
child  shown  her  was  her  own.  Ine  secretion  of  milk 
was  gradually  produced;  and  in  about  a  month,  she 
had  perfoctly  recovered. 

Cabs  ii. 
In  the  early  part  of  the  winter  of  1834-5  I  was  sent 
for  one  evening  to  Asbsey,  to  meet  the  late  Mr. 
Raeburn,  in  consultation  on  the  case  of  a  poor  woman 
who  had  been  in  labour  during  the  whole,  day,  and 
had  fallen  into  convulsions,  from  which  she  had 
remained  insensible.  I  found  her,  just  recovering 
from  a  severe  convulsion,  totally  insensible,  the  eyes 
fixed,  the  pupils  dilated,  but  contracting  on  the  approach 
of  light;  she  was  in  a  profuse  perspiration,  and  her 
countenance  much  flushed.  She  did  not  seem  to  have 
any  labour  pains,  except  that  she  now  and  then 
moaned  a  little.  She  could  not  swallow.  I  under- 
stood that  she  had  had  severe  pain  in  her  head  from 
the  commencement  of  the  labour,  and  that  towards 
evening  she  had  a  severe  ceuvnletou,  after  whk4  she 
was  bled.  As  the  pulse  seemed  to  admit  of  nV*** 
the  beating  of  the  carotids  wee  very  strong,  she  wee 
again  bled  to  the  amount,  with  the  previous  bleeding, 
of  about  forty  ounces.  She  was  a  stout  woman,  about 
twenty  four  years  of  age,  and  it  was  her  first  chad. 
On  examination,  we  found  the  head  low  down  in  the 
pelvis  and  dilatation  completed,  the  presentation;  natu- 
ral. As  no  time  was  to  be  lost,  and  the  pains  abated, 
I  advised  the  application  of  the  forceps,  which  were 
easily  introduced,  and  delivery  speedily  accomplished. 
She  showed  some  slight  signs  of  consciousness  during 
the  extraction  of  the  child,  and  had  a  severe  convul- 
sion afterwards.  After  I  left  her  she  had  several  ether 
convulsions,  and  died  the  next  morning. 

Cask  ux. 
In  the  autumn  of  1839  I  was  attending  a  fine  young 
woman,  a  farmer's  wife,  at  Loverssil,  of  her  firstchOd, 
and  the  labour  was  fuogressieg  very  properly,  when 
very  unexpectedly  she  was  seised  win  a  convulsion. 
As  soon  as  the  convulsion  was  over,  and  consciousness 
returning,  I  abstracted  about  ten  ounces  of  blood, 
from  which  she  became  feint.  She  had  no  further 
convulsion,  and  the  labour  was  completed  in  about  am 
hour  afterwards.    She  hsd  a  very  good  recovery. 

Cask  iv. 
About  this  time  I  had  been  attending  a  poor  women 
in  Doncaster,  the  mother  of  three  previous  children. 
She  had  been  much  neglected  by  her  husband,  and  had 
depended  a  good  deal  on  the  charity  of  her  neighbours 
for  her  maintenance.  She  had  a  good  labour,  and  no 
flooding.  I  had  scarcely  left  the  house  when  she  wee 
seised  with  a  severe  convulsion,  from  which  she  had 
scarcely  recovered  when  I  returned.  After  the  con- 
vulsion abated,  I  found  the  pulse  soft  and  feeble,  the 
countenance  pale;   and  from  her  previous  state  of 
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I  determined  to  wait,  and  contented  mysdf 
log  her  *  cordial.    Consciousness  eraduauv 


with  giving  her  a  cordial.    Consciousness 
learned,  and  she  had  no  other  fit. 


gradually 


Cass  v. 
ft  November,  1839, 1  was  called  to  attend  Mrs.  W., 
efsendall^  her  tlnrd  child.  She  bad  a  tedious  labour, 
•^cotoplshiedofbdngreryileepydoriiigitopTOtTess, 
which  I  thought  necessary  to  hasten  with  a  dose  or  two 
of  the  ergot.  As  she  had  been  bled  a  few  days  before 
for  general  plethora,  I  did  not  think  it  necessary  again 
to  abstract  blood  so  soon,  labour  was  completed 
without  further  difficulty,  and  I  left  her  doing  well. 
On  the  following  morning  I  was  sent  for  in  great 
haste;  a  severe  convulsion  bad  come  on,  which  had 
been  rapidly  succeeded  by  others,  and  I  found  her 
totally  insensible.  I  immediately  bled  her  to  about 
twenty-fire  ounces,  cut  off  her  hair,  applied  cold  water 
to  the  bead,  sinapisms  to  the  feet;  gave  her  six  grains 
of  calomel  and  six  of  jalap,  followed  by  saline  aperients, 
and  afterwards  applied  a  dozen  leeches  to  the  forehead, 
and  a  large  blister  between  the  shoulders.  In  the 
erening  my  friend,  Dr.  Scbolneld,  saw  her  with  me, 
and  as  she  bad  already  been  bled  as  far  as  we  thought 
adviseable,  the  pulse  being  about  108  and  very  soft, 
and  the  bowels  freely  acted  upon  by  the  medicine  and 
a  turpentine  enema,  the  convulsions  still  recurring,  at 
his  suggestion,  i  ventured  on  twenty-five  drops  of 
Battler's  Tincture,  which,  together  with  the  previous 
remedies,  had  the  happiest  effect.  She  bad  no  more 
convulsions,  and  consciousness  wss  during  the  follow- 


ws  quite  convalescent. 

Case  vi. 
Mary  Foster,  aged  28,  a  small  and  feeble  woman, 
iw  contend  of  her  fifth  child,  December  28th,  1842, 
btbeonion-houss;  her  labour  was  an  easy  one.  She 
had  been  for  some  time  before  her  admission  suffering 
puss  severe  privations,  and  had  expressed  herself  ss 
much  dissatisfied;  with  the  confinement  of  the  bouse, 
though  she  had  improved  upon  its  diet.  She  had  com- 
plained of  headache  for  some  days  previous  to  her 
labour.  Early  en  the  following  morning  she  was 
seised  with  convulsions,  which  being  at  first  thought 
to  be  hysterical,  I  was  not  sent  for  until  the  forenoon. 
I  found  her  in  a  convulsion,  and  perfectly  insensible 
when  she  recovered  from  it.  This  wss  quickly  followed 
by  others.  Her  pulse  wss  112,  but  soft,  shin  hot, 
countenance  flushed;  great  throbbing  of  the  carotids, 
snd  dilatation  of  the  jugulars;  eyes  red;  perfect 
insensibility  and  considerable  stupor;  after  each  fit  the 
breathing  stertorous ;  pupils  of  the  eyes  contracted. 
I  ordered  a  dozen  leeches  to  the  forehead,  the  hair  to 
be  cut  off,  the  bead  to  be  kept  wet  with  cold  stupes, 
mustard  plasters  to  the  feet  and  to  the  calves  of  the 
legs  i  afterwards,  hot  bottles,  ere. ;  fire  grains  of  calomel 
were  given,  followed  by  castor  oil;  and  when  the 
bowels  had  been  freely  moved,  a  dose  of  sedative 
•oration  of  opium,  twenty-five  drops,  at  bedtime.  She 
was  rather  faint  after  the  application  of  the  leeches, 
which  bled  profusely,  and  she  continued  to  have  con- 
vulsions, during  which  the  tongue  and  inside  of  the 
mouth  were  considerably  bitten.  She  slept  a  good 
deal  during  the  night,  and  bad  no  fit  after  four  o'clock 
in  the  morning.  On  the  following  day  she  was  much 
r;  seemed  much  more  sensible,  complained  of 


pain  In  the  head,  had  a  hot  skin,  and  the  pulse  was  98, 
softy  had  six  more  leeches  applied,  salines  given,  con* 
tinned  the  cold-  applications,  low  diet ;  and  from  that 
time  convalescence  was  progressive. 

Case  vii. 
Reoecca  Bailey,  a  stout  young  woman,  aged  22, 
was  in  the  Union  about  five  weeks  before  her  confine- 
ment. She  had  been  used  to  rural  out-door  labour 
previous  to  her  admission,  and  waa  unwell  with  head- 
ache in  consequence  of  her  confinement.  She  had  an 
ordinary  labour  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  of  January, 
1843/  She  had  a  severe  convulsion  during  the  fore- 
noon, and  when  I  saw  her  I  found  her  falling  into 
another.  When  she  recovered  from  it  she  showed  but 
a  alight  degree  of  consciousness ;  had  pain  in  the  head ; 
throbbing  of  the  carotids ;  face  flushed ;  conjunctiva 
red;  pupils  contracted;  pulse  96,  full  and  strong; 
skin  hot ;  tongue  somewhat  coated  and  severely  bitten. 
In  a  few  minutes  she  had  another  convulsion,  after 
which  she  entirely  lost  all  consciousness  for  some  time. 
When  in  this  state  the  whole  of  her  hair  was  cut  off, 
mustard  plasters  were  applied  to  the  feet  and  to  the 
acrobiculus  cordis,  snd  cold  water  to  the  head.  She 
was  bled  to  eighteen  ounces,  which  relieved  the  tone 
of  the  pulse  considerably ;  eight  leeches  were  applied 
xdnring  the  evening  to  the  forehead,  and  a  blister  to 
the  nape  of  the  neck.  Calomel,  six  grains,  with  jalap, 
followed  by  castor  oil,  wss  given  after  the  bleeding, 
and  acted  freely  on  the  bowels  before  bed-time.  At 
bed-time  twenty-five  drops  of  Battley's  Tincture  were 


nig  day  quite  restored;  and  in  a  few  days  more  she  .**▼«»  her.    She  had  one  or  two  more  fits  during  the 


night,  but  en  the  following  morning  I  found  her  with 
consciousness  restored,  a  pulse  of  90  and  soft,  with 
ability  to  answer  the  questions  proposed  to  her, 
though  with  some  difficulty  of  articulation.  Salines 
were  given ;  low  diet  ordered,  with  a  continuance  of 
the  cold  applications  to  the  head,  and  perfect  quiet; 
and  on  the  following  day  she  waa  convalescent 

Case  viii. 
Martha  Rowbottom,  aged  22,  a  very  fat  little 
woman,  married,  but  a  vagrant,  had  a  severe  labour 
on  Good  Friday,  1843,  at  the  Union.  The  labour  wes 
protracted  in  conaeqnence  of  the  rigidity  of  the  soft 
parts ;  the  head  remaining  with  a  small  portion  of  the 
occiput  projecting  from  the  oa  externum  for  a  con- 
siderable time.  A  severe  attack  of  convulsions  occurred 
at  night.  She  was  bled  very  freely,  and  the  labour 
attempted  to  be  expedited  by  means  of  the  pressure  of 
shawl  bandage  during  the  pains,  and  the  exhibition  of 
the  ergot,  and  delivery  waa  very  soon  accomplished. 
About  an  hour  after  delivery  she  had  another  severe 
convulsion.  Her  hair  waa  then  cut  off,  heat  applied 
to  the  feet  and  cold  to  the  head,  and  she  had  no  return- 
She  was  afterwards  obliged  to  have  her  urine  drawn 
off  about  twice  a  day  for  some  time ;  but  had,  on  the 
whole,  a  very  good  recovery. 

Case  ix. 

Afew  days  after  the  seisure  of  the  last  case,  the 
following  one  occurred  also  in  the  Union,  but  in  quite 
another  part  of  the  building,  and  I  was  not  aware 
that  she  knew  of  the  occurrence  of  convulsions  in  the 
previous  case. 

Maria  Guest,  a  stout  good  looking  girl,  aged  19,  of 
a  strumous  appearance,  was  in  labour  of  her  first,  a 
natural  child,  during  the  progress,  of  Which  she  was 
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very  writable.  All  was  proceeding  well  and  without 
any  difficulty,  when  the  wu  seized  with  a  severe 
convulsion  almost  at  the  close  of  labour.  She  was 
immediately  and  freely  bled,  but  had  several  more 
convulsions  before  labour1  was  completed.  She  had 
some  flooding  during  the  passage  of  the  placenta,  and 
appeared,  trom  her  blanched  countenance  and  reduced 
pulse,  to  have  lost  as  much  blood  as  she  could  well 
bear.  The  whole  of  her  hair  was  cut  Off,  cold  wet  cloths 
were  applied  to  the  head,  and  heat  to  the  feet,  and 
as  the  convulsions  still  continued,  eight  leeches  were 
applied  to  the.  forehead,  followed  by  an  opiate.  Pnlse 
116,  neither  strong  nor  full.  Calomel  and  powdered 
jalap,  six  grains  of  each,  were  given  afterwards.  She 
remained  quiet  for  some  hours  after  the  opiate,  but 
towards  morning  she  had  several  more  convulsions, 
during  which  she  had  bitten  the  tongue  so  severely,  in 
spite  of  all  endeavours  to  prevent  it,  that  its  swollen 
statp  became  a  hindrance  both  to  deglutition  and  arti- 
culation. Turpentine  enemas  were  given,  eight  more 
leeches  applied  to  the  forehead,  and  sinapisms  to  the 
feet  And  epigastrium,  but  she  sank  during  the  after- 
noon of  that  day,  I  thought,  as  much  from  the  effects 
of  the  swollen  tongue  on  the  breathing  and  degtution, 
as  from  effusion  on  the  brain.  It  is  somewhat  remark- 
able that  the  mother  of  this  young  woman  also  died 
from  pilerperal  convulsions. 

The  four  preceding  cases,  all  occurring  in  the 
Union  "House,  out  of  a  total  of  59,  or  1  in  15,  I  was 
induced  to  send  a  letter  of  enquiry  to  the  Provincial 
Medtcat  and  Surgical  Journal,  to  ascertain'  if' 'such 
result^  had  occurred  to  the  medical  officers'  of  Union 
Houses.  An  answer  was  returned  by  Mr.  Rosej  of 
Swan*  jiam,  who  had  had  a  somewhat  similar  amount  in 
his  Union  House,  viz.,  1  in  16.  We  both  seem  to  attri- 
bute, this  high, proportion  to  the  state  of  mind  of  the 
parties  lying-in  in  these  houses,'  and  to  the  want  of 
exercise  and  change  of  diet  which  the  rules  require; 
and  I  think  it  is  also  probable  that  a  knowledge  of 
such  a  case  having  previously  occurred,  is  also  likely 
toaesistiu  producing  terror,  excitement,  and  irritation. 
Whatever  errors  the  medical  public .  discover  in  the 
treatment  of  the  foregoing  cases,  I  shall  be  glad  to  have 
commented  on,  as  my  only  wish  is  to  promulgate  what 
is  good  and  useful  in  practice,  having  no  favourite 
theory*  to  support. 

They  were  severally  treated  according  to  their 
respective  indications,  after  as  full  a  consideration  of 
the  condition  of  each  patiept,  and  the  promptitude 
required  in  the  application  of  remedies  in  so  awful  a 
disease  would  allow,  and,  excepting  the  last  case,  had 
ait  a  fortunate  result,  and  so  far  justified  the  means 
pursued.  I  think  they  also  go  far  to  .prove  that  the 
exhibition  of  repeated  ten-grain  doaes  of  calomel  is 
not  necessary  in  this  disease,  and  that  with  regard  to 
bleeding,  immediate  and  continued  attention  should  be 
paid  to  the  effects  of  so  powerful,  and  if  misapplied,  so 
dangerous  a  remedy. 

In  .excuse  for  this  long  trespass  on  your  valuable 
space,  I  hare  only  to  add,  that  my  observations  are 
meant  for  those  who  have  not  seen  much  of  the  disease ; 
those  who  have,  may  probably  have  gained  more  by 
their  previous  experience  than  I  have  done. 
I  am,  Sir,  yours  respectfully, 

ROBERT  STORRS. 
Dopcaster,  June  1,  1844^ 


AlCASE  OF  PUERPfeRAt  COlttOtSfafcS  <K5-? 
tCURRING  IN  CONNEXION  WITH  CERTAIN 
PREMONITORY  SIGNS. 

T^  THE  SD1TOR  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  A2t|» 
I  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

|     Sjua, 

Will  you  do  me  the  favour  to  insert  the  following 
case  of  puerperal  convulsions  amongst  the  istferesting 
ojiea  that  have  recently  appeared  in  your  valuable. 
Journal. 

I  I  am,  Sir, 

i  Your  most  obedient  servant, 

•  j  N.  B.  FISflSR. 

i  Bungay,  May  27, 1844. 

Mrs.  P.,  aged  26,  of  a  delicate,  strumous  constitu- 
tion, was  delivered  on  the  23rd  of  April,  at  nine  a.m.^ * 
after  a  short,  easy  labour,  of  a  full-grown  child.  She  ' ' 
had  suffered  much  from  oedema  and  pain  in  the  head ; 
and  had  miscarried'  three  times  before ;  and  this  was 
the  first  time  she  had  completed  the  term  of  uterfc-' 
gestation.  Her  left  lower  limb  had  been  very  much 
swelled,  and  the  dropsical  effusion  extended  all  up' 
the  trunk  to  the  shoulder  and  left  side  of  the  neck. 
The  head  had  been  painful,  attended  with  giddiness. 
Atnve,  p.m.,  of.the  same" day  I  was  hurried  to  the 
house  and  found  my  patient  with  frightful  contortions 
of  the  body  from  puerperal  convulsions.  She  was'' 
•eoamina;  at  the  mouth,  her  face  horribly  distorted  And*" ' 
pallid,  extremities  cold,  and  the  pulse  scarcelv*  per- 
ceptible. The  convulsions  were  soon  calmed  "by 
Cutting  off  the  hair,  and  dashing)  cold  water  over  the 
head  and  face,  but  after  short  intervals  of  coma  they 
recurred,  though  with  diminished  force.  My  friend, 
for.  Curxie,  joined  with  me  in  consultation,  and  after 
waiting  half  an  hour  re-action  was  sufficiently,  es- 
tablished to  justify  the  abstraction  of  sixteen  ounces, 
of  blood,  which,  with  large  turpentine  enemata,  mus- 
tard poultices  to  the  feet,  a  blister  to  the  nape  of  the 
neck,  and  cold  affusion  to  the  head,  permanently 
removed  the  convulsions,  and  after  she  had  Iain  coma- 
tose for  two  hours,  she  perfectly  recovered  her  reason. 
In  a  few  ^oors  peritonitis  came  on,  and  as  soon  as  it  had 
abated,  bronchitis  supervened,  both  of  which,  however, 
were  effectually  cured  by  repeated  blisters,  and  calomel , 
and  opium.  From  the  time  of  delivery  I  kept  up  a. 
copious  diuresis  with  tincture  of  digitalis,  nitrate  of 
potass,  and  spirit  of  nitric  ssther,  which  speedily 
carried  off  the  dropsical  effusion.  She  quickly 
regained  her  health.  I  had  no  opportunity  of 
examining  the  urine. 

REMARKS. 

The  point  of  interest  in  this  case  is  the  presence  of 
premonitory  cerebral  symptoms  and  oedema  prior  to 
delivery.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  patient  had  com- 
plained of  headach  and  vertigo,  feeling  sometimes  as 
if  she  must  fall  headlong  before  her  accouchement  $ 
and  the  oedema  of  the  whole  of  the  left  side,  including 
the  lower  extremity,  bad  rendered  her  almost  incapable 
of  walking  'Hie  bead  demanded  relief  by  general  or 
topical  bleeding  and  purgatives,  but  as  the  patient 
neglected  to  apply,  nothing  was  done.  Even  the 
oedema,  which,  no  doubt,  was  mainly  caused  by  the 
pressure  of    the   gravid  uterus,   might  have   been 
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iuciesaed  by  a serous  diathesis,  and  perhaps,  admitted 
of  alwjviatfcm  by  dfisvetics,  -Ac*  Should  farther 
uberiristlon  establish  the  co-existence  of  cerebral 
congestion'  and  oedema  with  puerperal  convulsions, 
they  would  appear  to  stand  in  the  relation  of  oanee 
snd'Uflect,  and  point  to1  the  important  practical  infer- 
ence^ that  puerperal  convulsions,  so  formidable  in 
their  nature,  andeo  frsghtfal  to  witness,  are  capable 
of  >rwteilaw- by  the  timely  use  of  means,  at  once 
obfteuuly  infllcatsd  and  efldent  in  application*  It  is 
also*  worthy  of  remark  that  the  conrulsiotts  came  on 
eignt  hours  qfttr  delivery,  an  unusual  occurrence,  bnt 
the  same  thing  happened  tQ  me  in  a  patient  ten  years 
ago.  Then  the  convulsions  came  on  five  hours  e/fer 
parturition.  The  patient  speedily  recovered  after  three- 
larjtt  oiood-Iettirtgs,  cYc. 

hfy  attention  has  been  called  to  this  particular 
view 'of  the  diaease  by  an  able  report  on  the  pro* 
great  of  midwifery  and  diseases  of  children,  by  Or. 
West, -in  the  last  number  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Medical  Review.  •  Tfce  pathology  of  the  die* 
esse**here  suggested  is  most  interesting*  and  I  cannot 
do  better  than  conclude  my  communication  with  an 
extract  from  that  feporti  I  would  recommend  the  nume- 
roustttetllgtnt'rccdeiVef  the  Provincial  Medical  and 
SurgieutveurnnKo  test  the  theory  by  right  experience, 
an4»reffo*Vmrtiifftlly  thereon,  and  indeed,  the  fore- 
going  cane-has  beer  intended  n>  be  introductory  to  the., 
quotation  Mm  that  report,  which,  if  true,  must  be  of 
vital  fsjpert,  *wfll  Just  observe;  by  way  of  parenthesis, 
at-  the  subject  of  treatment  has  been  rather  warmly 
ilitiiranftl  in  the  roc***  numbers  of  this  jccttmal,  that 
Dr.  North.  Arnold  seems  to  have  been  entertaiatng 
himeelf  with  his  reflex  theory  of  the  'disease  nmt  hm 
seft/Ir  *****  while  hie  patient,  I  fear,  baa  died  for 
want  of  the^ianeeV  For  to  use  the  words  of  Mr* 
Dvuftt;  at  truthful  as  they  are  graphic^"  We  may 
thfotr-aalde ulPftsJewspuu  stories  about  sympathy;  let 
us  Isoknttrerjrat  the  turgid  countenance  and  comatose , 
ssnect**nd  feel  the  hard  labouring  pulse,  and  there; 
will  be  no  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  bleeding'*— no 
more,  I  will  add,  than  in  ordinary  apoplexy,  a  disease 
the  most  universally  acknowledged  to  be  under  the 
control  of  bloodletting.  The  two  patients  under  the 
disease 'I -hare  referred  to  had  both  been  delivered,  and 
both  had*  lost  the  usual  quantity  of  blood  from  the 
uterus  before  being  attacked ;  and  yet  both  were  bled 
freely,  and  doubtless  most  beneficially.  One*  too,  was 
in  a  state  approaching  to  asthenic  plethora.  As  few 
exceptions,  I  will  venture  to  say,  will  be  found  to  the 
cofiectneas  of  this  practice,**  in  apoplexy,and  I  make  no 
apology  to  Dr.  Arnold  for  thus  honestly  expressing  my 
opinion  of  bis  treatment,  as  kit  criticism  of  Mr.  Druitt's 
esse  was  with  the  arowed  object  of  abetting  the  senti- 
sVents  of  other  practitioners. 

Dhvofens,  assistant  physician,  at  the  Dublin  Lying-in 
Hospital,  calls  attention*  to  the  fact  that  puerperal 
convulsions  never  occur  in  labour  without  premonitory 
symptoms  having  existed  during  pregnancy.  The  most 
frequent  symptoms  are  swelling,  not  limited  to  the 
lower  extremities,  but  involving  the  hands,  arms,  and 
nee. 

If  besides,  there  be  headache,  sense  of  weight  or 
giddiness  in  the  head,  singing  of  the  ears,  or  temporary 
lorn  of  vision,  or  severe  pain  of  the  stomach,  with 

•  HmVm  M#ie*J«im*i,  Sept*  1M9, 


flushings  of  the  free,  tbe-risk  of  convulsions.;  is  eon-.. 
sidesable*  .  This  risk;,  amounts  |p  almost  ejbsplute, 
certainty  il  the  woman  be  prejpaojt.  for  the^  first  time*, 
or  hare  suffered  similarly  in  former  pregnancies,  if 
she  be  fall  end  plethoric,  and  if  the  presentation  of  the' 
child  should  be  a  natural  one.  He  gives  full  statistical 
details  to  show  the  liability  of  prmuparu  to  convidsjmns, 
and  also  to.  prove  t the  more  frequent  occurrence  of ( 
convulsions  iu  cases  where  the  presentation  is  natural.  , 
Dr.  Xever*  notices  the  frequent  connexion  of  an  albu- 
minous state  of  the  urine  with  puerperal  convulsions, 
and  suggests  that  congestion  of  the  kidney  from  pres- 
sure of  the  grsvid  uterus  pn  the  repal  veins  is  its  probable 
cause*  He  grounds  his  opinion  on  the  circumstance, 
that  ip.  nine  out.ofHten  cases  of  puerperal  convulsions 
iU  which. the  urine  was  examined,  it  was  found  to  con- 
tain albumen;  a  condition  which  is  shown  not  to  be 
generallyincidental  to  parturient  women  by  the  met, 
that  the  marine  o(  fifty  women,  in  labqur  was  examined 
without  a  trace  of  albumen  being  discovered,  except 
is  one  or.two  who  bad  shown  premonitory  symptoms 
of  convulsions.  To  this  albuminous  state  of  the  urine 
be.  is  disposed  to  refer  the  .oedema  of  the  face  and 
extremities^  which  has  been  noticed  by  various  writers 
as  premonitory  of  puerperal  convulsions,  and  indicating 
theemployment  of  most  active  antiphlogistic  measures. 
A  similar  opinion  has  been  expressed  by  Dr.  Simpaon,t ' 
who  stales,  that  Cor  the  past. two  years  he  has  been 
accustomed  to  teach  hia  dam,  "  that  patients  attacked 
with  puerperal  convulsions  had  almost  invariably 
albuminous  urine,  end  some  accompanying  or  rather 
pteceding  dropsical  complication,  and  hence,  probably, 
rrasi  disease ;"  and  in  one  instance  he  had  theopnortu-'. 
aity  of  confirming  his  supposition ,  by  a  post-mortem 
exajtination*  Soincwhat  connected  vri^ 
U  the  pai>er  of  M-LssMriT,:pa  Metastatic  $froosCoo» 
gestions  In  women  recently  delivered.  He  notices 
the mdema  of  the.  extremities  which,  often  exists  in  . 
pregnant  women,  owing  io  petf  to>  what  he  terms,  a  f 
serous  diathesis s  but  still. more  to  the  mechanical 
obstacle  to  (be  return  of  blood  from  the  lower 
parts,  caused  by  the  pressure  of  the  gravid  uterus. 
After  delivery  this  obstacle  is  removed,  and  the 
cedema  disappears,  often  very  rapidly.  When  the 
osdnina  has  been  very  considerable,  and  its  subsequent 
removal  rapid,  the  sudden  introduction  of  a  large 
quantity  of  serum  into  the  circulation  gives  rise  to  a 
true  serous  plethora,  which  is  characterised  by  a  full 
and  hard  pulse,  and  considerable  constitutional  dis- 
turbance. In  most  esses  the  absorption  of  serum  does 
not  go  on  very  rapidly  until  after,  the  secretion  of 
milk  has  been  established ;  and  the  latter  function 
seems  to  counteract  any  tendency  to  constitutional 
disturbance  which  the  former,  process  may  have  given 
rise  to,  or  arrests  it  before  it  becomes  serious.  He 
relates  instances  to  illustrate  ibis}  in  one  of  which 
cerebral  symptoms  subsided,  m>  soon  as  a  copious 
secretion  of  milk  was  established,  while  at  the  same 
time  the  urine  became  albuminous,  and  greatly 
increased  in  quantity." 

•  Gay's  Hospital  Reports,  Oct.,  1843. 
t  Gssette  Meddle,  Nfcv.  24  sad  Dec.  1,  1M*, 
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CASS  OP  SPINA  BIFIDA  UNSUCCESSFULLY 
TREATED  BY  EXCISION  and  THE  TWISTED 
SUTURE. 

By  Tbomas  Dojuungton,  Esq.,  Surgeon  to  the 
Manchester  and  Salford  Lying-in  Hospital. 

In  the  twelfth  volume  of  the  British  and  Foreign 
Medical  Review,  p.  546,  there  is  a  notice  of  a  new 
method  of  treating  spina  bifida,  by  M.  Dubourg, 
extracted  from  the  Gazette  M&icale  de  Paris,  for  July 
31, 1841,  and  two  successful  cases  are  reported,  to  illus- 
trate it.  Sc  fatal  is  this  malformation  under  the 
ordinary  modes  of  treatment,  that  any  new  plan  that 
has  been  attended  with  success,  is  deserving  of  trial ; 
and  I  accordingly  determined  to  adopt  M.  Dubourg's 
method  in  the  first  case  that  I  met  with,  in  which  there 
seemed  any  probability  of  its  succeeding.  Since  I 
made  this  determination,  I  have  met  with  several  cases 
of  this  affection,  but  none  of  them  seemed  suited  for 
the  operation,  owing  to  the  great  width  of  the  bases 
of  the  tumours,  excepting  the  one  which  is  the  subject 
of  this  communication.  Although  my  attempt  was 
unsuccessful,  I  think  it  desirable  that  I  sbonld  record 
it,  since  the  value  of  new  modes  of  treatment  can  be 
ascertained  only  by  the  honest  publication  of  our 
failures  as  well  as  our  successes. 

On  the  26th  of  April,  1844, 1  was  consulted  respect- 
ing Mrs.  B.'s  child,  who  was  the  subject  of  a  spina 
bifida.  It  was  a  small  female  infant,  and  had  been 
born  early  in  the  morning;  it  Was  apparently  healthy 
in' other  respects,  and  there  was  neither  paralysis  of 
the  arms,  legs,  nor  sphincters  of  the  bladder  or  red- 
turn.  The  tumour  was  situated  over  the  upper  dorsal 
vertebra),  and  was  pediculated,  being  about  two  inches 
and  a  half  in  circumference  at  its  base,  and  doable 
that  measurement  at  its  largest  part.  The  integu- 
ment* were  prolonged  on  to  it  for  more  than  half  an 
inch,  and  the  bladder-like  membrane,  of  the  usual 
pnrple  colour,  which  covered  the  most  distant  part  of 
the  tumour,  was  already  in  a  state  of  ulceration. 

'  April  27th.  I  punctured  the  swelling  a  little  below 
the  edge  of  the  prolonged  integuments  with  a  very 
fine  trocar,  of  about  the  calibre  of  a  stocking  needle, 
but  the  puncture  being  too  small  to  let  off  any  fluid, 
was  enlarged  with  a  fine-pointed  bistoury.  About 
half  a  drachm  of  very  yellow  serous  fluid  then  escaped 
guttatim,  and  by  gently  squeezing  the  tumour,  a  little 
more  followed.  It  occurred  to  my  mind,  that  I  could 
not  have  penetrated  the  sac  connected  with  the  theca 
vertebra  lis,  otherwise  more  fluid  would  have  come 
away,  and  that  more  rapidly,  and  the  part  would  have 
been  more  collapsed  than  it  was.  I  dressed  the  ulce- 
rated surface  with  common  adhesive  plaster,  and 
fastened  a  compress  of  lint  upon  this,  by  means  of 
straps  of  the  same  material.  The  child  bore  the 
operation  very  well,  not  seeming  to  suffer  pain  except 
during  the  time  of  the  punctures. 

•  This  operation  was  repeated  on  the  28th,  and  again 
on  the  30th  instant,  and  by  this  time  the  sine  of  the 
sac  had  diminished  nearly  one  half,  but  the  ulceration 
of  the  thin  membranous  covering  had  continued,  and 
.the  parts  now  began  to  assume  a  greyish-white  sloughy 
look. 

May  2nd.  My  friend  and  colleague,  Mr.  Hunt,  saw 
the  case  with  me  to-day,  and  agreed  with  me  in 
opinion  that  the  case  was  a  favourable  one  for  M» 


Dubourg's  operation,  and  that  it  should  be  performed 
at  once,  before  the  sac  was  laid  open  by  sloughing  of 
its  coverings,  which  seemed  likely  enough  to  take 
place  in  a  very  short  time. 

I  took  the  tumour  in  my  left  hand,  and  putting  it 
on  the  stretch,  shaved  it  off  with  a  sharp  scalpel  at  its 
base,  exactly  on  a  level  with  the  general  integuments. 
Owing  to  the  yielding  nature  of  the  tumour*  I  found 
that  I  had  left  a  small  portion  of  the  integument, 
forming  the  parietes  of  the  sac,  on  the  side  nearest  to 
me,  which  I  now  removed  with  a  pair  of  knife-bladed 
scissor*.  I  now  fully  expected  to  see  the  spinal  canal 
laid  open,  as  Dubourg  describes  it  to  have  been  in  his 
cases ;  this  however,  was  not  the  case,  for  the  surface 
which  presented  itself  simply  consisted  of  a  quantity 
of  cellular  tissue,  infiltrated  with  gelatinous  serum,  on 
A  lev  4  with  the  general  surface  of  the  skin.  The  tumour . 
that  i  had  jnst  removed  presented  a  surface  exactly 
corresponding  in  appearance  with  this,  though  when 
flxan  ined  with  the  finger,  there  were  perceptible  in  its 
centre  several  small  bodies  that  felt  cartilaginous. 
Ther:  was  a  pretty  free  hemorrhage,  which  proceeded 
chiefly  from  the  vessels  at  the  border  of  the  wound 
close  to  the  common  integuments..  lis  edges  were 
now  approximated  as  nearly  as  possible  by  means  of 
two  of  Liston's  hare-lip  pins,  and  the  twisted  suture 
applied,  on  which  the  hemorrhage  ceased.  The  parts 
were  then  covered  with  straps  of  transparent  plaster. 
The  length  of  the  wound  was  about  three-quarters  of 
an  inch,  and  its  width  about  five-eighths  of  an  inch. 
Thtfnraild  cried  a  good  deal  during  the  operation,  bstt 
as  soon  as  the  wound  was  dressed,  became  quiet,  and 
took  the  breast  freely. 

May  4th .  I  removed  the  dressings  to-day,  aad\  after 
sponging  them  gently,  re-applied  the  plaster.  As  far 
as  could  be  seen  the  parts  looked  well ;  there  was  a 
slight  blush  on  the  integuments  round  the  wound. 
The  child  has  been  very  well  since  the  operation*  and 
as  quiet  as  before.  It  looks  rather  pale,  and  has  the 
yellow  tint  of  skin  that  is  common  at  its  age. 

May  6th.  I  dressed  the  parts  again  to-day,  and  found 
that  the  pins  had  ulcerated  out,  and  the  edges  of  the 
wound  had  not  united  by  the  first  intention.  The 
surface  of  the  wound  looked  nearly,  if  not  quite,  as 
large  as  immediately  after  the  operation,  and  was 
covered  with  yellow  dead  cellular  tissue ;  suppuration 
was  also  going  on.  The  child  had  been  uneasy  for 
the  last  twelve  hours.  To-day  I  dressed  the  parts  with 
straps  of  adhesive  plaster,  crossed  in  different  direc- 
tions, over  these  spread  lint  and  above  ail  a  roller. 

May  7th.  I  dressed  the  wound  again  to  day ;  it  looked 
much  the  same  as  yesterday,  but  there  was  some 
appearance  of  granulation  on  one  or  two  parts  of-  the 
surface.  The  child,  since  about  five  o'clock  yesterday 
afternoon,  has  been  fretful,  and  has  refused  the  breast; 
the  bowels  being  constipated  and  the  motions  greenish. 
It  has  an  expression  of  suffering  about  its  mouth, 
looks  feeble,  and  cries  if  moved. 


Compound  spirit  of  ammonia 
Powdered  rhubarb         .    .    . 
Bi-carbonate  of  magnesia 
Aninced  water 


12  minims. 

12  grains. 

16  grains. 

1  fluidounce. 

»,df*hetcfgyd@,ey®g 

May  8th.    Last  night,  the  mother,  in  giving  the 
medicine,  put  so  much  into  its  mouth  at  once,  that 


A  teaspoonful  to  be  taken  nig 
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Ike  child  was  nearly  choked.  Soon  after  it  had  a 
convulsion,  and  has  had  several  since.  The  medicine 
has  acted  slightly,  the  motions  being  of  a  good  colour, 
bat  rather  slimy.  It  has  taken  a  little  of  the  breast 
aniQk  from  a  spoon*  but  seems  to  have  little  appetite. 
.It  looks  pale  and  fretful,  and  its  face  and  limbs  are 
frequently  affected  by  convulsive  twitchings.  I  dressed 
the  wound  to  day,  with  spread  lint  next  to  it,  putting 
straps  of  adhesive  plaster,  a  compress,  and  a  roller 
over  it  in  succession.  More  granulations  had  appeared : 
there  was  still  a  good  deal  of  yellow  dead  cellular 
Usee  on  the  surface,  and  it  suppurated  freely.  1 
ordered  two  drops  of  brandy  to  be  given  in  a  little 
■agar  and  water  every  two  hours.;  the  mixture  to  be 

May  9th.  Bowels  are  freely  opened.  There  have 
been  fewer  convulsions  to  day,  but  they  never  seemed 
absent  last  night.  The  child  looks  less  haggard  in 
the  face,  and  takes  the  breast  milk  from  a  spoon  more 
freely.  The  wound  looks  much  as  it  did  yesterday, 
and  I  dressed  it  in  the  same  manner.  The  brandy  to 
be  continued.    Repeat  the  mixture, 

May.  10th.  Constant  convulsions — refuses  nourish- 
uaeaft—bowels  not  moved. 

May  11th.  Constant  convulsions;  tonic  spasm  of  the 
lower  extremities,  the  legs  and  feet  being  in  a  state 
of  extension,  and  the  legs  crossed  upon  esch  other ; 
meteorism ;  constipation ;  refuses  food.  I  dressed  the 
wound  to  day.  It  looks  much  as  it  it  did  on  the  9tb 
fas*. ;  there  is  a  yellow  membranous  slough  about 
ita centre,  which  seems  tome  to  be  connected  wjth 
tin*  deep-seated  parts.  The  rest  of  the  wound  looked 
healthy  and  was  granulating.  The  child  died  in  a 
,  at  4,  p.m. 


AUTOTST  rORTY-THlKX   HOURS  AFTER  DEATH. 

Fennission  having  been  obtained  to  examine  the 
parts  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  wound,  an  incision 
through  the  centre  of  this,  down  to  the 
processes  of  the  vertebra),  extending  about 
an  inch  above  and  an  inch  below  the  wound.  When 
this  was  done  it  became  apparent  that  the  sloughy 
membrane  alluded  to  iu  the  note  of  the  11th, 
was  the  tipper  part  of  a  membranous  sac,  about  the 
sexe  of  a  hazel  nut,  containing  some  pus.  This  sac 
was  formed  by  a  prolongation  of  the  dura  mater,  lining 
the  spinal  canal,  and  was  connected  with  this,  by  a 
assail  aperture  that  would  contain  the  head  of  a  large 
pin;  and  this  connexion  was  situated  in  the  spot 
usually  occupied  by  the  spinous  process  of  the  fourth 
dorsal  vertebra,  which  was  the  only  spinous  process 
thai  war  wanting.  We  now  cut  away  two  or  three  of 
the  spinous  proceses  above  and  below  this  point,  and 
when  this  was  done,  and  the  blow-pipe  inserted  into 
the  narrow  aperture  before  mentioned,  air  could  be 
very  readily  blown  under  the  dura  mater  so  as  to 
distend  it.  A  fine  probe  was  now  passed  into  this 
opening,  and  under  the  dura  mater,  which  was  divided 
upon  it,  with  a  pair  of  scissors,  when  a  large  quantity 
of  well-formed  pus  issued  from  the  part.  This  pus 
was  evidently  in  considerable  quantity,  for  when  that 
which  issued  at  the  first  gush  wss  sponged  away,  it 
was  soon  replaced  by  more.  When  all  the  pus  bad 
escaped,  the  spinal  chord  was  examined  and  found  to 
be  cempJetelY  softened  into  a  pulp,  along  the  whole 
extent  taut  we  had  laid  bare.    The  arachnoid of  the 


spinal  sheath  was  much  inflamed.    Where  the  vertebral 
arch  and  spinous  process  of  the  fourth  dorsal  vertebra 
was  wanting,  the  spinal  canal  and  chord  were  slightly   - 
curved  in  an  angular  manner,  the  convexity  of  the 
curve  being  directly  backwards. 

REMARKS. 

The  peculiar  anatomical  disposition  of  the  constituent 
parts  of  the  tumour,  from  the  first  rendered  the  success 
of  the  operation  hopeless.  The  low  state  of  vitality' 
of  the  osdematous  cellular  tissue,  on  the  surface  of  the 
wound  and  covering  the  ssc,  formed  by  a  prolongation 
of  the  dura  mater,  inevitably  caused  the  part  to  slough, 
and  thus  prevented  union  by  the  first  intention,  on 
which  the  whole  success  of  the  proceedings  depends. 
The  structures  connected  with  these  tumours  are  so 
delicately  organized,  that  they  are  incapable  of  bearing 
the  process  of  union  by  granulation  with  impunity, 
for  the  degree  of  inflammation  necessary  for  this  .is  so 
considerable,  that  the  extension  of  it  into  the  spinal  % 
canal,  which  is  sure  to  occur,  must  necessarily  %e 
fatal.  The  nature  of  the  external  coverings  of  the 
sbc,  in  cases  of  spina  bifida,  differs  materially  in  dif- 
ferent examples  of  the  disease.  In  some  the  tumour 
is  covered  with  healthy  integument,  in  other  cases 
with  atrophied  pellucid  integument;  and  the.  parts 
between  the  external  envelope  and  the  ssc,  generally 
consist  of  layers  of  cellular  and  adipose  tissue,  one  or 
both,  more  or  less  thick.  In  some  cases  again  the 
cellular  tissue  between  the  sac  and  the  external  cover- 
ings is  extremely  abundant,  and  infiltrated  with  serum. 
In  Dubourg/s  cases,  It  is  probable  that  the  coverings 
of  the  sac  were  of  the  former  kind,  for  be  sneaks  of 
being  able  to  pass  his  finger  into  the  spina)  canal  after 
the  removal  of  the  tumour,  which  proves  that  he  bad 
cutaway  the  bulk  of  the  sac;  and  the  facility  with 
which  union  by  first  intention  occurred,  further  proves 
that  the  edges  of  integument,-  which  were  approxi- 
mated by  the  twisted  suture,  were  in  a  healthy  con- 
dition. The  case  above  recorded  is  evidence  to  show, 
that  it  is  not  the  roe  of  the  base  of  the  tumour  atone 
which  must  determine  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of 
Dubourg's  operation.  If  any  osdematous  ceBusar 
tissue  intervenes  between  the  ssc  and  its  external 
coverings,  the  operation  should  not  be  attempted.  The 
diagnosis  of  this  circumstance  is  easily  msde,  by 
puncturing  the  tumour.  If  its  fluid  contents  escape 
readily  in  a  stream  and  it  collapses,  the  case  is  fit  for 
the  operation ;  but  if  on  the  contrary  they  exude  drop 
by  drop,  and  with  difficulty,  we  may  be  sure  that-  the 
fluid  comes  from  the  osdematous  cellular  tissue  outside 
the  sac,  and  the  operation  should  be  abandoned.  . 

In  any  case,  Dubourg's  method  is  a  desperate 
remedy ;  and  can  be  considered  justifiable  only  when 
the  surface  of  the  tumour  ahows  evidences  of  the 
commencement  of  sloughing.  Several  instances  of 
cure  being  on  record,  where  puncture  and  compression 
have  been  employed,  one  would  always  feel  disposed 
to  give  that  method  a  trial  before  resorting  to  the 
plan  I  adopted  in  the  above  case;  but  when  the 
tumour  shows  a  white  or  ashy  surface,  the  case  will 
soon  terminate  fatally  if  left  to  itself;  and  then  few,  I 
think,  would  hesitate  to  give  it  the  slight  chance 
afforded  by  bubOUr,-«op«r.tiofr)yGoOffl<  >  • 
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The  subjoined  statement  of  tbe  principles  of 
Medical  Reform,  recognized  by  the  Provincial 
Medical,  and  Surgical  .Association,  has  been  for- 
warded,  by  order  of  the  Council,  to  every  Member 
of  the  House  of  Commons.  It  will  be  found  to 
be  in  efiW  a  summary  pf  tbe  principles  which  have, 
from  time  to  time,  been  advocated  and  recognised 
in  the  reports  of  the  .Reform  Committees,  and  con- 
firmed at  vermes  general  meetings  of  the  Aaso* 
ciation.  The  statement  Is  now  published  here,  in 
order  that  the  Members  of  the  Association  may  be 
made  acquainted  with  the  course  pursued  by  the 
Council  in  relation  to  this  important  subject. 

Any  comment  on  this  document  from  us  is 
uncalled  for,  and  would  be  out  of  place.  It  is 
only  necessary  to  observe  that  similar  principles 
have  been  adopted  by  tbe  iNorth  #f  England  and 
other  Medical  Associations;  and  that  the  state- 
meat  itself  jn  its  present  form*  has  been  sent  to  toe 
oafeers  of  the  District  Branches  of  the  Association ; 
and  that  in  no  instance  has  there  been  any  intima- 
tioeniWeu  of  a  difference  of  opinion  in  respect 
to  it 


STA-TZMftNT   OF   THI    FBINCIFLBS    RECOGNIZED   BY 

vats  -emovufciAL  medical  and  surgical  asso- 

etAT»ONt  AS  THOSB  ON  WHICH  ANY  MEA8UBE  FOB 
1M  BBVOBJf  OB  BB-00NS?»UTION  OF  THB 
MBBCCAL  FBOFB&SlON  SHOULD  BB  BASED. 

Hie  subject  of  a  reform  or  re -constitution  of 
the  medical  institutions  of  the  country,  possesses 
a  claim  to  the  attention  of  the  Legislature,  on 
account  of  the  vast  importance  which  it  is  to  the 
general  welfare  that  a  well-educated  body  of  men, 
thoroughly  competent  to  undertake  the  manage- 
ment of  disease,  should  be  provided. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  urge  the  Importance 
of  health  to  the  community.  Independently  of 
the  personal  and  family  suffering  which  a  deviation 
from  this  state  entails,  tbe  whole  subject  of  the 
sanitary  relations  of  the  country  is  wormy  of  deep 
consideration,  on  account  of  the  loss  experienced 
by  tbe  public  from  tbe  inefficiency  of  that  portion 
of  the  population  labouring  under  sickness,  the 
charge  to  which  the  public  funds  become  liable  for 
tbe  support  of  a  large  portion  of  the  sick  and  their 
families,  and  the  pauperising  influence  which 
severe  or  tag-continued  ailments  exercise  upon 


great  numbers  of  the  operative,  that  is,  of  the 
productive  classes  of  the  population. 

Various  diseases  require   much   and   accurate 
knowledge  for  tbe  detection  of  their  nature/  and 
fqt  the  adaptation  of  the  most  appropriate  treat-  '- 
njent  5  and  unless  the  diseased  conditio!*  is  atettafly 
detected,  the  precise  deviation  from  health  ascer* '  * 
tamed,  and  the  most  efficacious  method  of  cure  had  ' 
recourse  to,  not  only  will  there  be  much  loss  of 
time,  in  the  aggregate,  to  the  sick  and  to  tbe  state, 
b  at  also  the  great  risk  of  permanent  injury  to  tbe 
fa  faith   and  strength,  and   consequently,  wbevdr> 
h  eads  of  families  are  the  sufferers,'  of  ^rmtineirT  - 
e  cpense  to  the  community. 

No  one  would  knowingly  confide  the  repair  of  a 
delicate  piece  of  machinery  to  tbe  hands. of  an 
i  morant  or  unskilful  mechanic  j  neither  should  tbe 
i  lanagement  of  that  most  elaborate  and  delicate  of  •* 
a  11  machines,  the  human  body,  when  its  powers  are*  * 
i  npaired  or  its  structure  is  injured,  be  confided  to*" 
i  ny  but  those  whose  competence'  for  tbe  task  has 
leen  fully  inquired  into  and  tested.     On    rhe,: 

Jnpposition  that  only  one  day's  work'  Is,  dn(the 
verage,  annually  lost  to  each  individual  inhabitant** 
of  this  kingdom  from  the  want  of  proper  qualifier ' 
fon  in  the  medical  attendants,  the  aggregate  loss  , 
ff  time  would  amount  to  above  2,733  years  for 
{Con  mffilon  of  tbe  population  J  and  estitnathif  the*' * 
^verage  value  of  that  time  at  rs.  6*d.  per  day?  ftmli 
Aggregate  annual  loss  to  the  adult  worling  bo^Ml^ 
iion  alone  could  not  be  less  fhan  £5w#O0  ro* 
money,  and,  in  productiveness,  Kn  Btnount'wldair  U 
b  impossible  to  estimate. 

•  The  expediency*  of  providing  by  legislBtftw  : 
enactment  for  the  public  health,  through^  tbe* 
medium  of  efficiently  qualified  medical  practtitoh-" 
era,  has  been  long  recognised.  Tbe  preceding^ 
statement  will  show  tbe  necessity  which  there' 
exists  that  die  amount  and  value  of  the  qualifica- 
tion should  be  carefully  fixed  and  rigidly  tested. 

The  call  now  made  for  legislative  mterference 
arises  out  of  the  anomalous  state  into  which  the 
medical  profession  throughout  bet  Majesty's  domi-  * 
nions  has,  from  various  causes,  been  thrown.  The 
separate  and  distinct  political  jurisdictions  into 
which  this  country  was  at  one  period  divided,  and 
tbe  necessity  felt  from  time  to  time  for  providing 
for  special  wants,  have  led  to  the  formation  of 
numerous  medical  incorporations  and  establish, 
ments. 

The  right  of  conferring  diplomas  and  licenses  to 
practise'  medicine  has  been  granted  to  these  insti- 
tutions at  different  times  and  under  different  cir- 
cumstances, as  occasion  seemed  to  call  for;  and, 
as  a  natural  consequence,  the  several  licenses  have 
legal  authority  of  various  extent,  both  as  to  the  pre* 
cfse  locality  in  which  they  are  held  to  be  valid,  and* 
as  to  the  amount  of  miriification  required  in  those 
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who  hold  them. '  Some  are  of  effect,  or  held  io  be 
of  effect,  in  one  portion  only  of  her  Msjesty'sdomi- 
Dions ;  others  extend  throughout  the  kingdom  and 
its  dependencies,  while  it  is  doohtfol  whether  others 
confer  any  legal  authority  whatever  to  practise  the 
art  of  medicine  in  any  of  its  branches.  Again,  some 
of  these  licenses  confer  the  right  to  practise  in  one 
department  of  medicine  only,  while  in  no  two  of 
the  several  institutions  from  which  the  licenses  are 
derived  do  the  nature  and  amount  of  qualification 
required  from  the  candidates  correspond;  yet  the 
principles  on  which  the  practice  at  well  as  the 
science  of  medicine  rests,  are  the  same  wherever 
disease  occurs. 

Medicine,  as  a  science,  is  one  and  indivisible ;  and 
though,  for  purposes  of  convenience,  and  to  provide 
for  the  attainment  of  higher  degrees  of  excellence, 
it  is  desirable  that  provision  should  he  made  for 
allowing  individual  practitioners  to  devote  their 
chief  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  practical  akin* 
in  one  or  other  of  its  departments,  the  great  majo- 
rity of  those  who  are  called  upon  to  treat  disease 
among  the  public  at  large;  must  be  neither  exclu- 
sively physicians,  exclusively  surgeons,  nor  exclu- 
sively accoucheurs.  They  ought  to  be  well-grounded 
in,  and  sufficiently  acquainted  with,  the  practical 
management  both  of  internal  and  external  diseases, 
and  qualified  to  gir  e  efficient  aid  in  case  of  acci- 
dent, and  to  undertake  the  charge  of  females 
during  pregnancy -and  labour. 

This  principle  is  recognised  and  acted  upon  id 
all  departments  of  the' public  service.  The  union 
medical  officer  is  required  to  produce  bis  license  to 
practice  medicine,  surgery,  and  pharmacy.  The 
army  and  navy  medical  officers  are  expected  to 
understand  and  to  treat  medical  as  well  as  surgical 
cases.  It '»,  therefore,  fitting  that  the.  principle 
should  be  carried  out,  and  that  all  who  are  .to  be 
licensed  to  practise  medicine  should  be  required  to 
study,  and  to  produce  evidence  of  having  studied 
medicine  as  a  whole — that  such  a  course  of  study 
should  be  marked  out  as  shall  provide  for  sufficient 
qualification  in  every  department — that  the  mini- 
mum amount  of  such  qualification  to  be  required 
should  be  fixed  and  uniform— and  that  it  should  be 
tested  by  an  efficient,  and,  as  far  as  practicable, 
uniform  system  of  examination.  Upon  these 
requirements  being  satisfactorily  complied  with, 
and  not  till  then,  the  license  to  practise  medicine  in 
each  and  all  its  branches  should  be  granted. 

It  has  been  stated  that  the  licenses  to  practise, 
as  at  present  granted  by  different  licensing  bodies, 
are  understood  to  be  of  more  or  less  limited,  and 
some  of  them  of  very  confined,  extent;  but  if  the 
preceding  requirements  as  to  qualification,  be  com- 
plied with,  there  can  be  no  sufficient  reason  why 
the  license  ip  practise*  granted  in.  consequence, 
should  Hot  be.  valid,  arf  extend .  throj^Uout  the 


;  whole  of  her  Majesty adotsjaieaft    The  requisite  .„., 
qualification,  having  been  attained,   tested,,  and^  . 
certified,  the  possessor  of  such  qualification  .oug^; 
to  be  allowed,  and  received  as  eligible*  to  prtcftise 
either   in   England,  Scotland,   Ireland,   or  .the 
colonies,  in    the  metropolis,    or   the  provinces,    • 
wherever    his    inclination    or    convenience   may   . 
induce  him  to  take  op  bis  abodes .  So  that  the. 
practitioner  of  medicine  possesses'  the  requisite.    . 
amount  of  knowledge,  it  matter*  not.  where  he  4»as 
attained  it ;  and  his  qualification  being  ascertained    , 
and-  legally  certified,  no  further  restraint,  jcalpu-  . 
latedto  favour  this  or  that  collegiate  establishment,  -  , 
school,  or  corporate  body,  should  be  placed  upon. 
Urn. 

But  if  it  be  of  importance  Io  the  genefal  oosj» . 
munity  thatthe  licensed  medical  praetitooaerHsbou)4  ; 
be  competently  qualified  for  the .  practice  of  Jus   , 
profession  in  all  its  branches,  it  is  at  least  of  equal 
importance  that  all  those  persons  attempting  to 
practise  medicine,  whose  competency  has  not  Aeon  .' 
thus  duly  and  legally  tested  and  certified,  aheutt 
be  prohibited  from  so  doing,  nndes.  sufficient  and 
easily  recovered  penalties.    The  public  ought  to 
be  protected  from  the  mal-practices  of  ignorant  and 
unqualified  persons ;  and  the  medical  practitioner, 
.after  having  gone  through  a  prescribed  course  of 
arduous  study,  and  complied  wkb  all  those  require- 
ments which  the  interests  of  the  public  demand,  • 
has  acquired  a  right  to  such  protection  as  the-  law 
can  afford  him  in  the  exercise  of  those  duties  for-  • 
whfeb  the  law  requires  from  bjnf  suchspeehU  gasi- 
fication. 

'  It  now  only  remains  to  point  out  that,  for  the  • 
better  insuring  a  compliance  with  these  provisions, 
and  for  the  giving  due  effect  to  them,  it  appear* 
desirable  that  the  medical  practitioners  so  quattied  • 
should  be  incorporated  together  into*  one  geneva*  ' 
body,  and  that  the  regulation  and  government  of 
such  corporation  should  be  vested  in  its  members. 

Without  some  measure  of  this  kind  the  general  * 
practitioners— those  who  are  possessed  of  this 
primary  qualification,  and  devote  themselves  to  the 
practice  of  medicine  m  all  its  branches*— must 
remain  disunited,  inefficient,  and  without  the 
power  of  availing  themselves  of  that  protection 
which  legal  enactment  may  award  to  them ;  and, 
if  incorporated  together,  it  is  manifest  that,  in 
accordance  with  the  general  institutions  of  the 
country,  they  are  entitled,  under  suitable  regula- 
tions, to  the  election  of  their  own  Council  or 
governing  body,  and  to  the  appointment  also  of 
representatives  in  any  more  general  Council  or 
Bosrd,wbich  it  may -be  thought  desirable  to  estab- 
lish for  the  consolidation  of  the  whole,  medical 
profession.  r*    ^^.^T^   ( 

A  consideration  of  the  foregoing  statement ,u[sll 
show  that  the  recjujfenjents  of  thn jpp^^.Q(%tb^ 


ire 


NEW  MINERAL  WATER. 


medical  profession  may  be  summed  up  as  embody, 
lot;  tbe  recognition  of  these  leading  principles  :— 

Uniform  and  efficient  qualification  in  every  branch 
of  medical  science ; 

Equal  right  for  all  so  qualified  to  practise 
throughout  the  whole  extent  of  her  Majesty's 
dominions; 

Tbe  adoption  of  the  representative  system  in  the 
formation  of  the  Councils  or  governing  bodies. 

The  recognition  of  these  principles  as  tbe  basis 
of  any  measure  for  the  constitution  of  the  general 
body  is  believed  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  views 
of  a  very  large  majority  of  the  medical  profession, 
and  the  carrying  of  them  out  efficiently  would 
without  doubt  be  most  acceptable  to  a  highly  intel- 
ligent and  important  class  of  the  community,  while 
it  would  at  the  same  time  insure  a  vast  amount  of 
benefit  to  the  public  in  general. 

Tbe  following;  brief  exposition  of  a  Scheme  of 
Medical  Reform  is  submitted,  as  embracing  the 
thief  points  advocated  in  the  preceding  statev 


MBPICAL    BOARDS   FOE    REGULATING  AND  ASSIMI- 
LATING MSDIOAL  ROUCATION. 

A  Medical  Board  to  be  established  in  the  capital 
of  tbe  three  divisions  of  the  kingdom,  for  regulating 
medical  education  and  examinations,  and  licensing 
and  registering  all  practitioners  in  medicine. 

.The  license  of  th  ese  Boards  to  be  the  only  legal 
qualification  to  practise  medicine  in  all  its  branches 
throughout  the  British  dominions. 

The  Boards  to  be  constituted  in  tbe  same  man- 
ner! tbe  only  difference  being  that  the  London  or 
Central  Board' should  form  the  medium  of  comma* 
naasiiea  with  the  Government. 

The  three  Boards  might  thus  be  considered  as 
constituting  branches  of  one  u  General  Board/' 
rather  than  three  separate  Boards. 

In  drawing  up  tbe  regulations  in  the  first 
instance,  a  deputation  of  Members  from  the  other 
Boards  would  require  to  meet  the  London  Board, 
and  similar  meetings  would  no  doubt  be  necessary 
from  time  to  time  to  propose  and  discuss  any 
changes  respecting  education,  or  other  general 
medical  questions,  which  might  be  deemed  neces- 
sary ;  but  such  meetings  would  be  of  rare  occur- 
rence. No  regulations  would  of  course  be  adopted 
by  one  Board  without  the  concurrence  of  the 
whole*  and  the  final  approval  of  the  Secretary  of 
State. 

COLLEGES   OP  PHYSICIANS  AND  SURGEONS. 

The  two  Colleges  to  remain  at  tbe  bead  of  their 
respective  departments  of  the  profession. 

Tue  titles  granted  by  the  Colleges  to  be 
honorary,  and  the  connexion  with  the  Colleges 


optional,  the  power  of  licensing  all  medical  prac- 
titioners being  vested  in  the  Medical  Boards. 

'  As  the  amount  of  education  and  qualifications  of 
the  Licentiates  in  Medicine  throughout  the  king- 
dec*  would  be  assimilated  by  tbe  General  Board, 
some  legislations  would  require,  to  he  agreed  upon 
by  the  Colleges  of  Physicians  and  of  Surgeons  in 
the  three  divisions  of  tbe  kingdom,  in  order  that 
the  distinction  conferred  by  their  titles  might  have 
equal  weight  with  the  profession  and  the  public  j 
and  that  a  fellow  of  one  college  might  claim  admis- 
sion into  any  other  on  changing  his  residence. 

'  By  tbe  proposed  scheme  of  Medical  Reform,  tbe 
profession  would  remain  as  it  is  at  present,  with 
this  difference,  that  each  department  would  be 
greatly  raised  in  character.  By  requiring  a  respect- 
able preliminary  and  medical  education  of  the 
Licentiates  in  Medicine,  tbe  public  would  be 
supplied  with  a  class  of  well-qualified  medical 
practitioners,  and  from  this  body  a  large  proportion 
would  go  up  to  tbe  higher  institutions  without  any 
stimulus  beyond  the  honour  of  the-  title  and, tbe 
distinction  it  would  confer. 

CHARLES  HASTINGS,  M.D., 
Prtmdati  of  the  Council  of  tho  Jmtrittim., 

;;    v     RQ3ERT  J.  N.  STRBETEN,  M.D.; 

Secretary  to  Ms  Jftssseasfis*. 


HARLOW  CARR  SPA.— A  NEW  MINERAL 
WATER. 

tO  TUB  EDITOR  OF  TBR  PROVINCIAL  MBDICAL  AN O 


Sir, 


SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


:  I  beg  leave,  through  the  medium  of  your  publication, 
to  make  known  to  the  profession  a  water  which  has 
been  recently  analysed  and  brought  into  public  notice 
in  this  vicinity. 

This  water,  which,  from  its  situation,  in  a  picturesque 
hollow,  at  the  foot  of  Harlow  Hill,  about  half  a  mile 
from  Harrogate,  is  known  by  the  name  of  the 
M  Harlow  Carr  Spa,"  differs  widely  from  the  well- 
known  sulphuretted  springs  of  this  place,  both  in  its 
composition  and  in  its  therapeutic  effects. 

The  quantity  of  sulphuretted  hydssgen  which  it 
contains  is  much  less  than  in  the  "Old  well;"  this  gas 
not  being  present  in  larger  proportions  than  3-15  cubic 
inches  in  the  gallon,  while  the  water  of  tbe  old  well 
contains  15-6  cubic  inches;  but  on  the  other. hand, 
tbe  quantity  of  saline  impregnation  is  beyond  com- 
parision  less,  the  whole  amount  of  sails  in  the  Harlow 
Carr  water  not  exceeding  38  grains  in  the  gallon,  of 
which  17  grains  are  carbonate  of  soda,  while  the  old  well 
contains  1047  grains  of  salts,  of  which  872  grains  con* 
aist  of  muriate  of  soda,  a  salt  which  is  totally  absent 
in  the  former.  It  is  this  absence  of  muriate  of 
soda,  and  tbe  greatly  diminished  aggregate  amount  of 
salts,  which  renders  the  Harlow  Carr  water  so  valuable 
an  addition  to  the  spas  with  which  Harrogate  is 
already  enriched.  I  have  giren  it  an  extensive  trial 
Within  the  last  three  months,  both  in 


DISCOLOURATION  OP  THE  GUMS  FROM  NITRATE  OP  SILVER. 


.171 


private  practice,  in  cues,  where  from  anslogy^or 
experience,  I  have  found  the  old  sulphur  water  to  dis- 
agree. It  is  well  known  to  those  who  are  in  the 
habit  of  prescribing  these  waters,  that  there  ate  many 
cases,  especially  of  cutaneous  disease,  where,  from  the 
inflamed  condition  of  the  skin,  or  the  irritable  state  of 
the  mucous  membrane,  (the  two  being  often  consistent 
as  cense  and  effect,)  the  sulphur  waters  cannot  be  jftd- 
nuniatered  with  benefit,  onacconntof  the  large  quantity 
of  muriate  of  soda  which  they  contain.  It  is  in  such 
esses  {hat  we  have  a  valuable  remedy  in  the  Harlow 
Carr  Water,  which  allows  of  our  giving  the  sulphuretted 
hydrogen  without  fear  of  its  beneficial  effects  being 
thwarted  by  the  irritating  salt.  I  will  not  trespass 
upon  your  space  by  reciting  cases,  as  the  analyst!  of 
the  water  is  sufficient  to  prove  its  value;  but  I  may 
briefly  mention  one  as  an  example. 

A  Jady,  aged  35,  came  to  Harrogate  on  the  3r4  of 
May ;  the  skin  was  very  extensively  covered  with  lepra 
in  different  stages.  From  this  complaint  she  had  suf- 
fered for  nearly  three  years.  It  was  closely  connected 
with  a  highly  irritable  condition  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  bowels ;  so  much  so  wss  this  the  case,  that 
for  years  she  had  not  been  able  to  take  half  a  tea- 
spoonful  of  castor  oil,  or  the  smallest  quantity  of  any 
aperient,,  without  its  producing  most  violent  action  of 
the  bowels.  The  slightest  fatigue,  or  even  any  mental 
excitement,  had  the  same  effect.  Her .  tongue  was 
divided  into  two  distinct  portions— one  half  being  very 
thickly  furred  and  white ;  and  the  other,  half;  red, 
smooth,  and  gated.  TbH  was  a  easewhere  the  sulphur 

-  waters  would  not  bsve  agreed,  but  on  the  contrary, 
would  have  increased  the  internal  and  external  bri- 
tion  tenfold.  I  therefore  desired  my  patient  to  com- 
mence immediately  with  the  Harlow  Carr  Spa,  which 
she  has  taken  since  her  arrival.    The  effect  of  this  has 

*  been  to  extend  gradually  the  healthy  condition  of  use 

-  mucous  membrane ;  the  bowels  act  twice  each  morning, 
the  motions  being  formed  and  healthy ;  the  tongue  has 
become  uniform  in  its  appearance,  and  perfectly  clean ; 
and  the  cutaneous  eruption  is  rapidly  subsiding.  I 
could  mention  many  other  cases  of  a  similar  descrip- 
tion, where  the  use  of  this  water  had  proved  of  great 


/ 


BLUE  DISCOLOURATION  OF  THE  GUMS 
FROM  NITRATE  OF  SILVER. 

TO  THB  EDITOtt  OF  THE  MO  VINO*  At  UCPICAl.  S.KO 
STJUOICAL  JOUUHAL.  '       ' 

Sin, 
The  occurrence  of  a  blue  line  running  along  the  edges 
of  the  gums  wss  first  pointed  out  by  Dr.  Burton,  as  pa* 
thognomonic  of  the  presence  of  lead  in  the  system.  In 
several  cases  of  epilepsy,  two  being  at  present  under 
treatment,  and  for  the  relief  of  which  nitrate  of  silver 
in  small  doses  has  been  prescribed  for  some  weeks, 
(one  grain  three  times  in  the  day  being  the  maximum 
dose,)  I  have  observed  a  blue  line  on  the  edges  of  the 
gums  close  to  the  teeth,  and  not  to  be  distinguished 
from  that  produced  by  the  action  of  lead.  I  am  far, 
however,  from  saying  that  the  value  of  the  blue  flue  as 
a  diagnostic  of  lead  diseases  is  much  timtaftsbed  by  the 
occurrence  of  n  similar  line  after  the  adnunsstranwn  of 


There  is  another  dam  of  cases  in  which  I  believe 
that  this  water  will  be  found  beneficial,  va.— where 
there  is  a  tendency  to  gravelly  deposit  in  the  kidney.  I 
have  only  tried  k  in  three  cases :  one  was  cured,' and 
uW.senMhnagtwo  are  at  present  under  treatment  |  but 
both  are  improving. 

I  need  hardly  add  that  this  water,  cannot  be  consi- 
dered as  in  the  slightest  degree  supplanting  the  use  of 
the  old  sulphurous  waters  in  this  place,  aa  in  oases 
where  the  latter  would  be  beneficial,  the  former  would 
be  inert;  it  can  only  he  considered  ss  an  addition,  but 
a  most  valuable  one,  to  the  remedial  means  which 
,  we  have  already  In  our  hands. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
GEORGE  KENNION,  M.D. 
esarrogate,  Jane  15, 1844. 


the  nitrate  of  silver,  inasmuch  as  the  latter  i 
rarely  finds  its  way  into  the  system  unless  introduced 
medicinally.  The  fear  of  discolouration  of  the  skin 
and  the  uncertainty  of  the  time  at  which  that  disco- 
louration takes  place,  have  deterred  many  practitioners 
from  giving  a  fair  trial  to  the  nitrate  of  silver  in  epilepsy ; 
and  I  regard  the  first  faint  appearance  of  the  blue  line 
ass  valuable  proof  of  the  action  of  the  uiediefne,  and 
Che  depth  of  colour  of  Che  line  an  sffnrdma  n  very 
useful  warning,  that  the  limit  is  reached  beyond  which 
it  is  unsafe  to  proceed. 

f  am,  Sir, 
Tour  obedient  Servant, 

FERGUSON  BRANSON,  M.D. 
Physician  to  the  Sheffield  General  Infirmary. 
Sheffield,  June  15, 1844. 


A  NEW  METHOD  OF  MAKING  PRESSURE  IN 
UTERINE  HEMORRHAGE, 

TO  TIM  EDITOR  OF  THE  PUOVlKCIAL  MBfttCAV  AMD 
SUUGlCAL  JOUMIAL.   • 

Sin, 

The  insidious  onset  .and  appalling  character  of 
internal  uterine  hmssorrhaaw  have  been  ably  deUaeatad 
by  Dr.  Toogood,  in  slate  number  of  your  Journal. 

The  subject,  I  believe,  waa  little  understood  in  former 
days,  for  I  remember,  some  thirty  years  ago,  attending 
a  Professor,  who  used  to  address  his  class  in  these 
words:— "Gentlemen,  after  the  expulsion  of  the 
placenta,  you  will  do  right  to  place  your  band  in  the 
abdomen,  and  if  you  find  the  uterus  contracted  to  die 
sine  of  your  fist,  yon  may  feel  assured  all  danger  of 
bainorrhageie  passed,  and  you  have  only  to  wash  your 
hands  and  be  thankful.''  Experience  however  has 
proved  the  fallacy  of  this  opinion;  and  I  can  look 
back  upon  many  cases  in  which  the  uterus  expanded 
again  from  internal  hemorrhage,  after  it  had  been 
once  firmly  contracted. 

The  point  however  to  which  I  wish  to  call  atten* 
tion,  is  the  mode  of  applying  pleasure.  I  folly  agree 
with  Dr.  Toogood,  that  the  hand  is  the  only  effectual 
means  of  compressing  the  uterus.  I  never  yet  aaw  n 
bandage  which  was  not  difficult  in  i<s  application,  and 
inefficient  in  ita  pressure.  But  the  muscles  of  the 
arm  will  tire,  and  I  have  often  suffered  considerable 
pain  from  making  continued  pressure,  at  .aba 
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'time  that  if  dared  not  id  relar  my  grasp.  Chance 
however  ted  me  to  find  a  substitute,  which  it  most 
•easily  §jpHyi1l  and  will,  I  think,  be  found  by  others  to 
be  most  efficient  in  it*  action.  The  caae  in  which1  it 
occurred  to  me,  is  perhaps  worthy  of  record.  I 
Attended  a  neighbour  of  mine,  a  delicate  lady,  widr 
fry  aeveftth  cjilld.  The  labour  was  natural,  and  the 
uterus  contracted  firmly  after  the  placenta  was 
expelled.  At  toe  end  of  two  ioun  I  left  her  very 
comfortable ;.  but  had  scarcely  reached  my  own  house, 
(only  a  few  hundred  yards  distant,)  when  the  husband 
ran  in  requesting  say  instant  attendance,  as  his  wife 

i  was  supposed  to  be  dying.  I  rose  directly,  and 
inatiactmly  put  into  my  pocket,  a  "  Salmon  and  OdytT 
mrte**  stapV  trass,  which  was  lying,  on  the  table. 
Upon  reaching  my  patient  I  found  her  in  a  state 
of  syncope ;  some  large  coagula  were  discharged 
i«  the  bed,  and   the  uterus  was  expanded  to  full 

"half  its  stae  before  delivery.  Fortunately  the 
nurse  and  sifter  were  both  women  of  firm  minds ; 
one  'forced  some  brandy  into  the.  mouth,  while 
the  other  applied  stimulants  to  the  nostrils.  I  imme- 
diately panted  my  left  hand  into  the  uterus  and  emptied 

•  H, .  while  .with  say  right  hand  I  made  pressure  exter- 
nally *  contraction  took  place,  and  my  patient  rallied. 

-  Inoat  took  out  my**»*/eiA*oe*d  *eno>se,and  applying 
•  She. circular  pad  to  the  abdomen,  and, the  other  to  the 
.  cues* {wsjseiag  the  usual  method,)  outaidftsbncJothee, 
I  made  a  firm  and  most  agreeable  pressure,  which  was 
continued  for  several  hours,  to  the  great  comfort  of 
my  patient  Iadced*atjRu*  distance  of  time,  she  often' 
(spas*  of  my  "  new^  bandage,"  I  hare  used  it  often 
since  with  equal  advantage.  It  may  be  said  that  such 
a  bandage  is  not  always  at  band,  and  would  be  incon- 
venient to  carry  in  the  pocket;  but  I  doubt  not  such 
a  thing  might  be  made  so  as  to  fold  up,  and  yet,  by 
means  of  a  slide,  to  hare  strength  in  the  spring.  ,  At 
all  events  it  is  not  more  cumbersome  than  the  forceps, 
which  many  practitioners  are  in  the  habit  of  carrying 

*  with  them  to  ail  labours ;  a  custom  I  must  be  allowed 
to  say,  "more  honoured  in  the  breach  than  the 
observance." 

Ism,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

SBNEX* 


STATEMENT  OF  THE  COLLEGE  OF 
SURGEONS. 

The  following  note  haa  been  addressed   by  Mr. 
Guthrie  to  the  Editor  of  die  Medical  TOmes  :— 

"Sir,— I  shall  be  obliged  by  your  doing  me  the 
favour  not  to  associate  my  name,  either  win  the 
Charter  granted  to  the  College  of  Surgeons,  or  with 
the  Statement  lately  published  by  order.  1-heve  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  merits  or  demerits  of  either. 
"  I  am,  Sir, 
"Your  very  obedient,  humble  servant, 

«  G.  J.  GUTHRIE. 
"  4,  Beckeky  Street,  May,  31, 1844." 


MEDICAL  INTELLIGENCE. 

Her  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  confer  the  honour 
of  Knighthood  on  James  Annesley,  Esq.,  of  the 
Madras  Medical  Establishment. ' 

Dr.  Maunsell  haa  been  appointed  Secretary  to  the 
Council  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland. 


PROGRESS  OF  QUACKERY. 

It  appears  from  a  Parliamentary  return,  Just  printed, 
that  the  amount  of  duty  on  patent  medicines,  In  the 
ten  years  ending  January  5th,  1844,  averaged  nearly 
£30,050  annually.  What  was  the  actual  cc^sjpttoo? 


>  >  INTRRMARIUAGB  OF  NEAR  RELATIONS, 
to  tn  atovrOn  ov  Tan  vrovikciaI/  m*bioAl  and 

BUfcGlCAL  JOOUNAL. 

Sin, 
•  I  shall  be  happy  W  hear  the  following  question  dis- 
-  ctofted'or  commented  on  in  our  very  valuable  Journal  :— 
« It  the  intermarriage  between  what  may  be  called 
double  cousins  at  all'  likely  to  lead  to  an  offspring 
physically  and  morally  inferior  to  the  parents  ?" 

By  "double  cousins"  I  mean  parties,  the  offspring 
of  a  marriage  of  two  brothers  with  two  sisters. 

I  sincerely  hope  soon  to  see  the  question  discussed 
'  fa 'our  Journal,  by  some  of  the  chiefs  of  our  great 
meJicfl  republic; 

1  am,  Sir,  • 

Yours  very  truly. 
-V*eMiCjg;  BerkS|^rune  n,  1844, 


ftOYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Members  on  Friday,.  June  7th 
1844 :— A.  Roberts*  G.  J.  Rose  ;  R.  C.  Griffith;  H.  J. 
Domville;  H.  Buck  ;  J.  F.  Cartner;  A.  Henfrey;  F. 
W.  Marshall ;  G.  P.  Hubbard. 

Admitted  Monday,  June  10.— W.  S.  Kirkes ;  H. 
Semple;H.  Holmes;  T.  Harrison;  D.  F.  Waters; 
C.  D.  Arnot ;  H.  L.JPomfret. 

Admitted  Friday,  June  14.— E,  S.  F.  Arno^ ;  G. 
Cotton ;  W.  Westall;  J.  Williamson;  J.  Gould ;  H. 
A.  Here  ;  J.  D.  Cronin  ;  S.  T.  Badger;  E. Gsrraway; 
C.  W.  Blaahfield. 


ERRATA. 
In  the  Uttsr  fi^  Dr.Ii«rchriek,No.  fe\*.*4§, 
Hne  3,  for  diffuse  read  diffused;  kne  85,  lor  *" 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Communicationa  have,  been  received  from  she  Medical 

Board  of  theGmucester  Innenmry ;  Dr.Tbogood ;  XI; 

Mr.  C.  R.  Bree;  Dr.  Bedingfield;  Dr.  Rumaey;  Dr. 

Ranking ;  Scalpel ;  Inquisitor  ;  Air.  Vincent. 
The  Report  of  the  Birmingham  Pathological  Society 

is  in  type,  and  will  appear  in  the  next  number. 
It  is  requested  that  all  letters  and  communications  be 

sent  to  Dr.  Streeten,  Foregate  Street,  Worcester. 

Parcels,  and  books  for  review,  may  he  addressed  to 

the  Editor  of  the  Provincisl  Medical  and  Surgical 

Journal,  care  of  Mr.  Churchill,  Princes  Street,  Soho. 
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CASE  OF  EMPYEMA;  PERFORATION  OF  THE 
LUNG;  OSSIFICATION  OF  THE  PLEURITIC 
FALSE  MEMBRANE;  WITH  REMARKS  ON 
THE  DEPOSITION  OF  TUBERCLES  IN  SUCH 
CASES. 
"By  Isaac  Habrinson,  Esq.,  Reading. 
(Read  before  the  Reading  Pathological  Society 
October  10th,  1843.) 
If  the  real  value  of  a  pathological  preparation 
depends  on  a  lull  recital  of  the  history  of  the  case, 
*od  the  train  of  symptoms  to  which  it  gave  rise  in 
the  living  subject,  so  as  to  exhibit  the  cause  of  the 
morbid  process,  its  operation,  and  effect ;  then  is  it 
a  matter  of  the  first  importance  to  a  Society  like  the 
one  I  have  the'  honour  of  addressing,  to  ascertain 
and  demonstrate  these  particulars. 

I  would  even  go  farther,  and  suggest  that  every 
well-marked  specimen  of  disease  should  form  the 
basis  of  a  dissertation  on,  or  be  accompanied  by,  a 
general  review  of  the  class  to  which  it  belongs,  or 
with  which  it  is  connected.  *  Members  would 
naturally  and  more  profitably  select  and  introduce 
those  subjects  with  which  they  were  most  familiar, 
and  to  which  they  had  more  particularly  directed 
their  attention.  By  this  means,  as  the  mind  of 
each  member  is,  probably,  "  imprinted  with  a  dif- 
ferent bias,"  would  the  whole  range  of  medicine 
and  surgery  be  brought  before  the  Society  in  its 
most  agreeable  and  attractive  form,  and  so  would 
its  interest  and  value  be  most  materially  enhanced. 
With  this  impression  I  beg  to  submit  the  follow, 
jng  case  and  observations,  trusting  that  many 
others,  much  more  able,  and  not  less  willing,  will 
follow  the  example:— 

Sarah  Lukeman,  aged  50,  married,  housewife, 
living  in  West  Street,  was  admitted  under  me,  at 
the  Dispensary,  July  3, 1843.  Her  history  was 
briefly  this :  that  nine  weeks  before,  she  had  been 
in  perfect  health;  that  eight  weeks  previously, 
without  probable  cause,  she  had  been  seized  with 
severe  rigors,  followed  by  pain  in  the  left  side  of 
the  chest,  beginning  at  the  lower  part,  and  gra- 
dually ascending  to  the  upper ;  she  had  bad  fever, 
frequent  cough,  some  expectoration,  but  not, 
according  to  her  own  account,  of  a  rusty  appear- 
ance. During  this  period  she  had  been  in  bed, 
and  under  occasional  medical  superintendance. 
No.  13,  Jane  20,  1644. 


Examination.— Left  side  of  chest  contracted,  and*, 
comparatively  fixed  in  respiration.  Universal  dul- 
nesa  of  the  entire  side,  more  marked  at  the  ape* 
behind,  and  the  base  before.  Respiration,  anteriorly^ 
and  laterally,  distant  and  modified,  but  audible  at  , 
every  part;  posteriorly  coarse,  tubular  and  in  the 
scapular  region  with  large  crepitation.  Vocal 
fremitus  exaggerated.  Right  side  percussion 
clear ;  respiration  puerile. 

Lies  best  on  the  right  side.    Cannot  lie  on  the 
affected  side  from  pain,  nor  on  the  back  from  cough* 
Cough  frequent ;  expectoration  profuse,  purulent. 
Is  very  feeble;  has  anorexia,  insomnia,  but  no-, 
hectic. 

Diagnosis.— 0(  this  there  could  be  no  doubt  j' 
it  was  pleuro-pneumonia,  with  effusion. 

Without  pretending  to  diagnose  pleuritic  effu- 
sion in  a  lesser  degree,  the  symptoms  and  signs  In 
this  case  left  little  room  for  dispute.  It  was 
evident  the  effusion  had  once  been  greater,  an* 
that  the  lung  had  either  partially  re-expanded,  or* 
that,  more  probably,  it  was  more  or  lees  solidified*, 
by  inflammation  of  its  own  tissue* 

The  only  question  was : — Is  there  the  super- 
addition  of  tubercles  at  the  apex?    Manifestly  this  - 
was  a  decision  of  great  delicacy.    The  auscultatory  - 
signs  tended  to,  while  the  general  history  forbade"' 
snch  a  supposition.    Dr.  Cowan,  on  a  careful  exa- 
mination, feared  that  tubercles  did  exist.    She  was* 
ordered  calomel  and  Dover's  powder,  hydriodate  of 
potass,  and  opium  at  bed  time.    After  seven  days 
she  was  admitted  into  the   hospital  under  Dr. 
Cowan.    She  remained  three  weeks  in  the  hospital* 
but  was  discharged  at  her  awn  urgent  request, 
without  benefit,  and  in  a  weaker  condition.   While 
in  the  hospital,  she  was  slightly  mercurialized, 
blistered,  and  then  had  quinine,  wine,  &c. 

Was  readmitted  under  me,  July  31st. 

The  physical  changes  were — the  contraction  of 
the  side  was  still  advancing,  the  crepitation  at 
the  apex  amounted  to  gurgling  j  and  the  expectora- 
tion was  more  profuse.  Dr.  Cowan  also  directed 
my  attention  to  abnormal  dulness  at  the  apex  of 
the  opposite  lung  behind,  and  to  the  coarse  cha- 
racter of  the  respiration  in  that  situation.  At  his 
suggestion,  I  ordered  one  grain  of  the  acetate  of 
lead,  with  the  sixth  of  a  grain  of  the  acetate  of 
morphia,  in  a  pill  every  six  hours ;  good  food,  wine, 
Digitized  by  V^jOQ? 
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and  brandy.  In  a  few  days  she  took  two  pills 
instead  of  one.  Under  this  treatment  she  wonder- 
fully improved  in  every  respect. 

August  1  Ith.  Yesterday  morning,  when  sitting 
up,  had  a  ser.satiou  as  if  something  burst  inside  the 
chest,  and  immediately  expectorated  a  tea-cupful 
of  nauseous  purulent  fluid  ;  she  coughed  incessantly 
for  two  hours,  and  brought  up  altogether  about 
a  pint  of  the  same  kind  of  fluid.  Is  now  much 
relieved,  and  since  yesterday  the  cough  and  expec- 
toration have  been  trifling.  Percussion  now  gives 
a  tympanitic  sound  at  the  upper  part  of  the  left  side ; 
respiration  is  more  audible  at  the  lower,  but  gurgling 
at  the  apex  behind.  It  was  now  for  the  first  time 
observed  that  the  heart's  pulsations  were  much 
more  distinct  to  the  ear  and  hand  at  the  summit  of 
the  left  side  of  the  chest,  than  over  its  peculiar 
region.  For  three  or  four  days  at  this  period,  she 
was  astonishingly  relieved,  and  not  only  got  up, 
but  went  down  stairs,  and  even  walked  in  the 
garden. 

On  the  evening  of  the  14tbv  after  one  of 
these  walks,  she  suddenly  experienced  a  sense  of 
suffocation,  and  brought  up  about  half  a  pint  of 
the  same  kind  of  offensive  fluid.  Frightful  dyspnoea 
continued  for  seme  hours,  threatening  asphyxia 
every  moment,  but  it  was  ultimately  relieved  by 
the  free  exhibition  of  stimulants.  From  this  time 
she  did  not  quit  her  bed  till  death,  seventeen  days 
afterwards:  Every  day  she  suddenly  brought  up 
from  half  a  pint  to  a  pint  of  the  same  offensive 
fluid;  the  cough  was  constant,  the  expectoration 
profuse,  and  now  habitually  nauseous.  She  was 
unable  to  lie  on  her  right  side;  the  fluid  flowed 
so  copiously  into  ber  mouth  as  to  endanger  suffo- 
cation. She  daily  became  more  asthenic,  and  died 
by  syncope;  sixteen  weeks  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  disease,  and  three  weeks  after  perfora- 
tion had  taken  place. 

Postmortem  examination,  nineteen  hours  after 
death.  Head  not  examined.  On  cutting  off  the 
sternum  in  the  usual  way,  the  right  lung  was  seen 
extending  beyond  the  median  line;  the  left  was 
hidden,  and  the  cavity  closed  by  intimate  and 
strong  adhesions  of  the  pleura  to  the  pericardium. 
On  separating  these  adhesions,  the  cavity  was 
exposed,  containing  about  a  pint  of  thick,  purulent 
fluid.  Lung  compressed ;  not  in  a  round  mass  to 
its  root  as  ordinarily  seen,  but  to  the  vertebra;,  the 
whole  length  of  the  cavity  being  fixed  and  retained 
below  by  adhesions  to  the  diaphragm ;  more  com- 
pressed below  than  above.  The  costal  pleura  lined 
by  an  adventitious  substance  of  a  yellowish  colour, 
Arm  consistence,  worm-eaten  surface;  double  at 
the  posterior  part,  from  one  to  three  lines  in  thick- 
ness;  at  the  superior  part  converted  into  bone,  and 
firmly  adherent  to  the  pleura.  The  ossified  portion, 
as  large  as  the  palm  of  the  band,  was  intimately 
connected  on  one  side  to  the  pleura  costalis,  aod 
on  the  other  to  the  apex  of  the  lung. 

Costal    pleura   much   thickened.      Pulmonary 


pleura  also  thickened,  with  a  surface  irregular  and 
floctilent. 

On  separating  the  ossified  layer  at  the  apex  from 
the  lung,  the  pleura  was  torn  off,  displaying  a 
number  of  pouches  or  small  cavities,  the  extre- 
mities of  enlarged  bronchial  tubes.  The  lung 
was  of  a  dark  grey  colour,  soft,  and  at  the  apex  in 
a  state  of  incipient  gangrene.  Bronchial  tubes 
enlarged,  and  lung  through  them  receiving  air  in 
every  portion,  but  now  filled  with  matter  from  the 
empyema.  Though  now  soft,  the  substance,  it  was 
evident,  had  been  firmer  than  a  healthy  lung  com- 
pressed to  a  similar  size,  showing  deposit  from 
previous  inflammation.  At  the  junction  of  the 
middle  with  the  inferior  third,  was  an  opening  or 
perforation  admitting  readily  an  ordinary  director, 
and  communicating  through  a  non-tortuous  sinus 
with  the  left  bronchus. 

Right  lung  large,  remarkably  spongy,  and 
free  from  congestion.  No  adhesions.  Not  a 
tubercle  in  either  lung. 

Heart  small  and  feeble— cavities  empty.  Peri- 
cardium and  endocardium  healthy.  Valves  normal. 
No  deposit  in  the  thoracic  or  abdominal  aorta. 

Abdominal  organs  healthy. 

Osseous  Matter, — The  deposition  of  osseous 
matter  in  pleuritic  adventitious  membranes  would 
appear  to  be  rare.  I  cannot  find  a  corresponding 
case.  Dr.  Hodgkin  says,  in  his  valuable  work  on 
Serous  Membranes,  "  It  is  a  circumstance  of  no 
very  rare  occurrence  for  the  effused  organixable 
matter  to  assume  a  semi-cartilaginous,  instead  of 
a  cellular  form  ;*'  which  description,  I  think,  applies 
sufficiently  accurately  to  the  greater  portion  of  this 
specimen.  Nothing  is  said  about  osseous  matter. 
In  speaking,  however,  of  serous  membranes  gene- 
rally, he  says,  "The  dense  and  cartilaginous  pro- 
ducts of  inflammation  occasionally  become  pene- 
trated with  earthy  particles  and  pass  into  a  state 
more  or  less  approaching  to  ossification,  but  this 
happens  much  more  frequently  beneath  the  attached 
surface  of  the  serous  membranes  than  on  their 
internal  or  secreting  surface." 

Mr.  Mayo  says,  "  Phosphate  of  lime  is  sometimes 
deposited  in  pleuritic  lymph  " 

Dr.  Hodgkin  also  describes  the  worm-eaten  ap- 
pearance of  this  dense  adventitious  structure,  (well 
seen  in  the  specimen  on  the  table,)  and  offers  a  very 
ingenious  explanation.  He  supposes  these  depres- 
sions are  filled  with  a  soft  inorganizable  material,  so 
that  this  worm-eaten  appearance  is  not  produced  by 
ulceration  or  other  destruction  of  the  thickening 
deposit,  but  that  its  deposition  or  formation  is  pre- 
vented by  the  presence  of  a  different  material 

Cartilaginous  incrustations,  ossific  deposits,  bony 
masses,  are  mentioned  by  Laennec,  Bailey,  Dr. 
Elliotson,  and  Dr.  Hodgkin,  as  not  unfrequently 
occurring  under  the  pleura  costalis. 

With  regard  to  the  production  or  formation  of 
this  false  membrane,  I  may  safely  assert,  that  lymph 
was  effused  on  the  costal  pleura ;  that  it  became 
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organized,  and  that  in  one  portion  ossific  matter 
was  deposited.  Why  ossific  matter  was  deposited 
in  tbis  situation  only,  I  don't  pretend  to  explain, 
except  it  might  be  from  the  intimate  adhesion  of  both 
pleural  surfaces,  which  occurred  in  no  other  spot ; 
because,  if  the  deposition  of  bony  matter  under 
serous  membranes— which  is  much  more  common 
than  on  them — is  favoured  by  position,  by  pressure, 
here  would  it  most  specially  be  promoted  when 
under  one  and  on  another. 

The  quantity  of  solid  deposit  also  might  be 
influenced  by  the  lung  being  involved,  as  well  as 
the  pleura.  Dr.  Hodgkin  says,"  When  inflammation 
of  this  membrane  is  associated  with  that  of  the 
substance  of  the  lung,  the  latter  does  not  collapse 
as  in  cases  of  simple  pleurisy,  and  we  find  the 
quantity  of  solid  product  of  inflammation  dispro- 
portioned  to  that  of  the  serum  " 

Effects  of  this  Adventitious  Membrane.— 
What  influence  then  had  this  adventitious  mem- 
brane  in  the  modification  of  some  of  the  signs,  or  in 
the  production  of  others  ?  It  is  probable  the  con- 
traction  of  the  side  was  affected  as  much  by  the 
contraction  of  this  membrane  as  by  the  absorption 
of  fluid.  It  doubtlessly  also  modified  the  auscul- 
tatory signs.  This  was  more  particularly  the  case 
at  the  summit ;  for  here,  before  a  part  of  the  fluid 
was  evacuated,  percussion  was  most  dull. 

Point  of  Election  of  Perforation.— I  am  not 
aware  that  there  is  anything  peculiar  in  I  he- 
point  of  election  of  the  perforation.  The  occur- 
rence, however,  of  communication  between  the 
cavity  of  an  empyema  and  the  bronchial  tubes,  is  not 
very  frequent. 

Dr.  Hodgkin  says,  "  Examples  are  related  by 
Laennec,  Andral,  and  probably  many  other  authors. 
I  saw  one,  if  not  more  cases  of  this  description,  in 
the  Clinical  Wards  in  Edinburgh  5"  showing  that 
they  cannot  be  very  numerous.  It  was  on  the  left 
side.  Dr.  Bird  states  it  is  more  frequent  on  the 
left  side  than  the  right  in  the  ratio  of  three  to  one. 

I  will  not  enter  into  the  question  whether  pus  is 
ever  absorbed  from  the  cavity  of  the  pleura ;  but  I 
think  the  fact,  that  when  a  communication  is  esta- 
blished, the  contents  are  invariably  puriform,  would 
prove,  at  any  rate,  that  it  is  much  less  frequently 
absorbed  than  serum.  Perhaps  there  is  some 
relation  between  purulent  effusion  and  perforation. 
Great  relief  followed  the  first  evacuation  of  fluid, 
but  this  relief  was  temporary  and  delusive.  The  ex- 
pectoration became  habitually  nauseous  and  foetid ; 
suffocation  was  daily  threatened  by  its  sudden 
irruption ;  she  rapidly  declined  under  its  frequent 
repetition,  hastened  perhaps  by  the  pestiferous 
influence  of  the  discharge  itself,  and  she  sank  by 
asthenia. 

Chemists  are  not  agreed  as  to  the  nature  nor 
production  of  the  foetid  material ;  it  exhales  the 
odour  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen. 

Condition  of  the  Lung.— The  heart's  pupa- 
tions were  more  sensible  to  the  ear  and  hand  at  the 


summit  of  the  chest  than  in  their  normal  situation 
This  did  not  depeud  on  any  displacement  of  the 
heart  itself,  but  on  the  greater  facility  of  their 
transmission,;  through  the  compressed  and  solidified 
lung  to  the  apex,  than  through  the  liquid  effusion  to 
the  parietes  of  the  chest. 

State  of  the  Opposite  Lung.— It  has  been 
stated  in  the  report  that  percussion  was  much  duller 
than  normal  at  the  apex  of  the  right  lung  ;  giving 
rise  to  the  strong  suspicion  of  the  presence  of 
tubercles  in  that  situation.  This  is  a  point  to 
which  I  wish  to  direct  the  particular  attention  of 
the  Society.  A  great  deal  has  been  said  about  the- 
modification  of  sonority  that  occurs  by  the  contact 
or  approximation  of  a  dull  and  sonorous  body ;  for 
example,  that  we  may  have  tympanitic  sonority 
at  the  summit  of  the  left  chest,  transmitted  through 
a  solidified  lung  from  a  stomach  distended  with 
flatus  ;  that  we  may  have  tympanitic  sonority  over- 
a  lung  uniformly  solidified,  from  the  presence  of  air 
in  the  bronchia ;  that  we  may  have  normal  sonority 
with  a  considerable  amount  of  tubercular  deposit. 
Little  however  has  been  said  about  the  reverse-* 
position,  except  the  detection  of  the  liver,  heartr  ■ 
and  lobular  solidification  through  intervening- 
portions  of  healthy  pulmonary  tissue.  If  we  con- 
sider, however,  in  this  case  the  bony  plate,  the 
liquid  effusion,  the  solidified  lung,  the  inelastic  and 
thickened  parietes  of  the  opposite  side,  extending 
undoubtedly  more  or  less  to  the  mediastinum  and 
parietes  of  the  same  side,  we  cannot  be  surprised 
that  its  sonority  should  be  most  materially  modified. 
Normal  respiration  was  masked  by  puerility,  ami 
its  sonority  modified  by  surrounding  induration. 
Besides,  a  considerable  amount  of  deposit  would 
have  been  required  to  become  cognizable  in  so 
voluminous  a  lung,  the  existence  of  which  deposit 
could  scarcely  be  reconciled  with  the  history  of  the 
case.  I  do  not  think  that  the  modification  in  the 
physical  signs  produced  by  the  contiguity  of  bodies 
in  an  opposite  state  has  yet  been  sufficiently  inves- 
tigated. 

The  Diagnosis,  as  I  have  said  before,  was  suf- 
ficiently obvious.  Contraction  of  the  side,  I  may 
remark,  may  in  these  cases  be  more  apparent  then 
real — may  be  deceptive,  from  the  increased  expan- 
sion of  the  opposite  side.  The  only  donht  was  the 
super-addition  of  tubercles  in  the  apex  of  the  more 
diseased  side,  rendered  probable  by  the  large 
crepitation  and  the  .greater  dulness  on  percussion 
in  that  situation.  The  event  is  well  calculated  to 
remind  us  of  that  which  should  never  be  forgotten — 
M  tl»t  physical  signs  are  not  so  much  indicative  of 
particular  diseases  as  of  physical  conditions/* 

The  modification  that  arose  after  the  first  dis- 
charge of  purulent  matter  and  the  foetid  state  of  the 
fluid  itself,  were  sufficiently  characteristic 

Metallic  tinkling,  succussion,  and  some  other 
signs,  were  neither  observed  nor  looked  for,  as  her 
weakened  condition  forbade  unnecessary  manipula- 
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Treatment.— I  have  little  to  say  on  this  head. 
Hie  effects  of  the  acetate  of  lead  and  opium,  were 
at  first  decided,  satisfactory,  and  encouraging.  When 
however,  perforation  occurred,  it  was  manifest  after 
a  few  days,  that  all  medication  was  nugatory  and 
abortive, 

I  will  not  enter  into  the  question  of  paracentesis. 
It  is  quite  clear,  that  in  this  case  it  would  have 
been  useless  and  only  have  hastened  the  fatal 
termination. 

In  making  these  remarks,  I  am  fully  sensible  of 
the  manifold  imperfections  of  my  observations  and 
description.  When  once  the  mind  gets  satisfied  with 
Che  more  prominent  or  distinguishing  lineaments  of 
a  case,  it  is  apt — too  apt — to  neglect  or  regard  with 
indifference  its  minor,  though  not  less  important 
features.  Every  discriminating  mark  of  so  interest- 
ing a  case  as  the  one  under  discussion  would  require 
a  volume,  not  a  paper,  for  its  complete  illustration. 

I  will  now,  in  conclusion,  beg  to  submit  to  your 
consideration,  a  subject  of  intense  interest  and 
moment  mm  import— viz.,  the  deposition  of  tuber- 
cles in  a  lung  compressed  by  a  pleuritic  effusion,  or 
on  the  opposite  side. 

Tubercles,. — 1  have  stated  that  there  were  no 
tubercles  found  in  either  lung  in  the  case  just 
related. 

In  a  discussion  at  the  Westminster  Medical 
Society,  (Lancet,  April  22, 1843,)  Dr.  F.  Bird  said, 
that  "one  of  the  most  important  complications  super- 
vening upon  chronic  cases  of  empyema,  and  which 
he  regarded  as  one  of  the  strongest  arguments  in 
favour  of  the  treatment  by  early  operation  (para- 
centesis) consisted  in  the  deposition  of  tubercles  in 
the  opposite  lung."  Two  cases  were  related,  in 
which  the  "  advanced  age  of  the  patients,  as  well 
■as  their  previous  history,  negatived  the  idea  of 
tubercles  having  pre-existed  the  pleuritic  effusion, 
an  opinion  which  was  supported  by  the  fact,  that 
no  trace  of  tubercular  deposit  could  in  either  case 
•be  detected  in  the  lung  which  had  been  subject  to 
the  picture  of  the  fluid."  *  It  was  difficult,"  he 
added,  "to  explain  the  occurrence  of  tubercular 
•deposit  in  these  cases,  but  the  fact  of  their  being 
limited  to  the  opposite  lung  would  serve  to  show 
their  association  with,  if  not  their  dependance  on, 
increased  respiratory  action." 

Dr.  Cowan,  in  one  of  his  admirable  "  Contribu- 
tions to  the  Diagnosis  and  Pathology  of  Thoracic 
Disease,"  (Medical  Gazette,  No.  2,  July  11th, 
1835,)  relates  a  case  of  the  intercurrent  of  an 
empyema  on  the  right  side,  where  the  lung  was 
bound  down  in  every  part  by  strong  adhesions, 
the  result  of  a  former  attack,  and  in  which  the 
parenchyma  of  the  lung  was  found  universally 
tuberculated.  The  left,  the  opposite  lung,  was 
much  increased  in  volume,  and  had  only  a  few 
isolated  granulations.  He  asks,  '*  To  what  are  we 
to  attribute  die  striking  difference  in  the  condition 
of  the  two  lungs?"  He  adds,  "  We  fully  cointide 
with  the  interesting  views  of  Dr.  Carswell  on  this 


important  subject,  and  believe  that  it  was  princi- 
pally owing  to  the  difference  in  their  physical  con- 
dition j  the  one  bound  down  and  comparatively 
motionless ;  the  other  not  only  free  from  adhesions, 
but  its  natural  movements  and  functional  activity 
increased." 

Here  then  we  have  two  opinions  apparently 
diametrically  opposed ;  the  one,  that  the  deposition 
of  tubercles  depends  on  increased  respiratory 
action ;  the  other,  that  it  is  prevented  by  au 
increase  of  functional  activity. 

It  will  be  the  attempt  of  the  following  observa- 
tions to  show  that  the  cause  is  the  same,  in  the  one 
case  and  the  other. 

It  will  be  necessary,  however,  in  the  first  place, 
just  to  review  the  distinctions  and  differences, 
whether  natural,  or  acquired,  physical,  or  physio- 
logical, between  the  right  and  left  sides  of  the 
chest :  together  with  the  comparative  frequency  of 
tubercular  deposition  in  the  right  and  left  lung  at 
the  summit  and  the  base. 

It  will  be  admitted,  I  take  it  for  granted,  that 
the  left  side  of  the  chest  is  normally  in  a  more 
active  state  than  the  right}  that  on  the  left  side  the 
respiratory  murmur  is  louder,  and  that  percussion 
is  more  sonorous ;  that  on  the  right  side  percussion  is 
duller,  and  respiration  more  feeble ;  the  resonance 
of  the  voice  greater,  and  the  vocal  fremitus  exag- 
gerated $  that  this  difference  obtains,  in  a  state  of 
health,  and  that  it  is  a  natural  condition.  This 
opinion  is  confidently  advanced  in  the  writings  of 
Louis,  Clark,  Stokes  and  Gerhard. 

On  what  this  difference  depends  has  not  been 
satisfactorily  investigated  nor  pronounced ;  whether 
positively  on  the  lung,  anatomically,  or  physio- 
logically, or  comparatively  on  the  state  of  the 
parietes,  as  an  extrinsic  and  acquired  condition. 

Most  people  are  right-handed ;  and  this  circum- 
stance, I  believe,  most  materially  modifies,  not  only 
the  physical  condition  of  the  parietes,  but  also 
that  of  the  contained  organ,  the  lung  itself. 

From  the  researches  of  Woillez,  it  has  been 
proved  that  the  mean  capacity  of  the  right  side  of 
the  chest  is  greater  than  that  of  the  left.  Jhis 
receives  a  ready  explanation  from  the  relative 
anatomical  disposition  of  die  two  sides.  But  he 
has  also  most  curiously  found  that  the  mean  capa- 
city of  the  chest  is  lowest  in  persons  following 
those  trades  which  require  frequent  exercise  of 
the  upper  extremities.  This  modification  it  may 
be  supposed,  may  be  effected  in  two  ways — either 
by  the  muscular  tension  preventing  the  expansion 
of  the  chest,  or  by  positively  contracting  its 
parietes. 

It  is  to  be  inferred,  therefore,  that  the  tendency, 
operation  and  effect  of  the  muscular  exercise  in 
the  instances  related  by  Woillez,  borrowing  an 
analogy  from  simple  hypertrophy  of  the  heart, 
were  concentric. 
In  the  discussion  which  followed,  the  inference 
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was  disputed,  as  contrary  to  all  physiology,  and  the 
legitimacy  of  the  analogy  denied. 

A  correlative  confirmation  of  these  views  maybe 
deduced  from  the  feet,  that  emphysematous  betero- 
morphisms  are,  in  a  great  majority  of  cases,  found 
on  the  left  side. 

It  is  evident  that  though  this  more  common 
•exercise  of  the  right  side  of  the  body,  under  ordi- 
nary circumstances,  will  produce  increased  activity 
of  respiration  and  circulation  on  that  side,  yet  it  is 
equally  evident  that  under  altered  circumstances  it 
will  determine  increased  obstruction,  by  contracting 
the  thoracic  parietes,  and  thus  interfering  with  the 
•action  of  the  lung  in  that  situation  where  it  least 
can  afford  it.  The  effect  of  course  will  most 
speedily  be  felt,  where  the  greatest  tension  is 
exerted  at  the  apex.  Besides,  the  very  feet  of  its 
'being  active,  will,  "  mutatis  mutandis,"  render  it 
more  susceptible  of  derangement  We  shall  see 
presently  the  more  extended  application  of  this 
principle. 

Pneumonia. — The  production  of  pneumonia 
appears  to  be  opposed  to  that  of  phthisis.  Pneu- 
monia more  frequently  attacks  the  lower  lobes. 
This  may  be  influenced  by  the  greater  number  of 
"bronchial  tubes  in  the  lower  lobes,  and  conse- 
quently the  greater  activity  of  the  circulation ;  for 
we  must  remember,  that  the  pulmonary  circulation 
is  entirely  dependant  on  the  aeration  of  the  blood ; 
that  the  blood  fiom  the  pulmonary  artery  will  not, 
•cannot,  pass  into  the  pulmonary  veins  without 
its  due  aeration.  From  this  circa  instance  the  causes 
of  inflammation  will  more  speedily  operate,  and 
their  operation  be  more  quickly  manifested  in  these 
situations. 

The  greater  activity  of  the  circulation  in  the 
.lower  lobes,  from  physical  causes,  may  perhaps  be 
in  some  degree  compensated  for  anatomically  by 
•the  larger  size  of  the  vessels  going  to  the  upper 
lobes. 

Tubercles  in  the  Right  or  Left  Side.— Opinions 
•differ  as  to  the  relative  frequency  of  tubercles  in 
the  right  and  left  sides.  Some  say  the  right  5 
others  assert  with  equal  confidence  the  left ;  the 
preponderance  of  testimony  is  however  for  the  right 
side.  The  opinion  of  Dr.  Cowan  is,  and  my  own 
more  limited  experience  fully  corresponds,  that  the 
right  is  the  rule,  the  left  the  exception.  This, 
•however,  will  depend  on  the  causes  in  operation j 
in  one  class  it  may  be  the  right,  in  another  the 
left;  but,  as  we  have  seen,  the  right  from  physical 
•causes  in  almost  universal  operation,  will  be  more 
liable ;  while,  perhaps,  apart  from  physical  causes, 
from  normal  conformation,  it  may  be  more 
(disposed  to  become  affected. 

At  the  Apex  and  Base.— Tubercles  are  deposited 
more  frequently  at  the  apex  than  the  base  of  the 
lung.  Why,  Dr.  Carswell  has  very  ingeniously 
supposed  to  be  owing  to  the  difference  in  their 
physical  condition,  that  the  functional  activity,  the 
extent  of  mobility  possessed  by  the  inferior  is  much 


greater  than  that  of  the  upper  lobe.  The  conse- 
quence is,  that  in  the  lower  lobes  there  is  a  con- 
tinual tendency  towards  the  expulsion  of  tubercular 
matter 5  while  in  the  upper  there  is  the  same  ten- 
dency to  its  accumulation. 

This  explanation  is  quite  in  accordance  with  the 
foregoing  observations,  and  I  think  its  correctness 
receives  a  convincing  confirmation  from  the  feet 
that  in  those  exposed  to  the  continued  inhalation  of 
metallic  or  stony  particles,  as  grinders,  &c,  accu- 
mulation takes  place  most  in  the  apex  of  the 
lungs.  The  relative  size  of  the  vessels  going  to 
the  apices  must  have  also  a  material  influence  in 
the  facility  of  tubercular  separation. 

Nature  of  Tubercles. — I  now  come  to  the  im- 
portant question : — Is  the  deposition  of  tubercles  a 
local  or  a  general  disease?  I  think  it  will  be 
unhesitatingly  granted  that  it  is  a  constitutional 
affection — a  disease  of  the  blood.  Tubercle  makes 
its  appearance  as  a  secretion  on  serous  or  mucous 
surfaces,  or  by  separating  from  the  blood  when  it 
has  ceased  to  circulate.  The  seat  of  its  election, 
however,  is  the  free  surface  of  mucous  membranes. 

Application. — Let  us  now  apply  these  con- 
siderations to  the  cases  with  which  we  started,  and 
from  which  we  have  so  long  wandered. 

In  Dr.  Bird's  cases  tubercles  were  deposited  in 
the  opposite  lung— none  in  the  compressed.  In 
Dr.  Cowan's  case  they  were  deposited  in  the  com- 
pressed—few in  the  opposite.  One  thinks  they 
were  dependant  on  increased,  the  other,  on  dimi- 
nished, respiratory  action.  Now,  if,  as  Dr.  Cowan 
asks,  phthisis  is  a  constitutional  disease,  and  not 
merely  a  local  affection,  to  what  are  we  to  attribute 
the  striking  differences  in  the  state  of  these  lungs  r 
Undoubtedly  to  their  altered  physical  condition. 

Let  us  just  bear  in  mind  what  takes  place  when 
one  lung  is  compressed,  and  thus  spoiled  in  its  office, 
by  a  large  pleuritic  effusion.  The  consequence 
must  be  that  the  sound  lung  has  double  duty  to 
perform ;  and  this  it  may  be  able  to  do  under 
favourable  circumstances.  To  a  certain  extent, 
but  no  farther,  this  increased  activity  will  be  inimi- 
cal to,  and  a  preventive  of,  the  deposition  of 
tubercles.  A  rather  popular  mode  of  treating 
phthisis  is  founded  on  this  feet. 

But  place  such  a  patient  under  unfavourable 
circumstances,  where  respiration  is  increased  or 
hurried  to  the  utmost,  where  there  is  a  continual 
contest  between  respiration  and  circulation,  a 
perpetual  struggle  for  equalization,  and  then, 
notwithstanding  its  augmented  activity— notwith- 
standing its  compensatory  hypertrophy,  one  lung 
must  fail  in  effecting  those  vital  changes  which 
two  were  intended  to  accomplish.  The  blood  will 
become  imperfectly  aerated,  stagnation,  or  at  any 
rate,  detention,  will  occur;  separation  take  place, 
morbid  secretions  form,  and  tubercles  will  be 
deposited. 

Nor  under  such  circumstances  can  we  be  sur- 
prised that  deposition  should  first  take  place  in  the 
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apex  of  the  lung*— that  situation  where  its  physical 
condition  Is  such  as.  to  be  least  able  to  overcome 
the  difficulties  with  which  it  is  surrounded;  we 
cannot  wonder  that  disorder  should  first  be  evidenced 
in  that  situation  where  there  is  most  to  do,  and  the 
least  done, 

I  am  taking  it  for  granted  in  this  supposition 
that  a  predisposition  to  tubercles  existed.  For  in 
some  cases  we  find  all  the  physical  and  physio- 
logical conditions  apparently  necessary  for  the 
production  of  tubercles,  and  yet  none  are  de- 
posited. 

It  is  an  interesting  question  but  one  on  which  I 
have  not  time  to  enter,  for  my  object  is  to  illustrate 
the  deposition,  not  the  formation  of  tubercles, 
what  influence  empyema  may  have  in  really  form- 
ing, in  generating,  the  tubercular  disposition.  J 
know  none  more  likely ;  for  it  is  generally  acknow- 
ledged, that  whatever  tends  to  induce  a  state  of 
general  debility,  produces  a  cachexia,  all  but  uni- 
versally tubercular. 

The  importance  of  the  early  removal  of  the 
fluid  is  immediately  suggested  by  this  con- 
sideration. 

We  shall  now  be  able  readily  to  comprehend 
why,  in  some  cases,  tubercles  are  found  only  or  more 
numerously  in  a  lung  compressed,  but  not  com- 
pletely so,  by  a  pleuritic  effusion.  In  Dr.  Cowan's 
case  the  lung  was  partially  compressed  by  effusion ; 
in  the  rest  of  its  extent  bound  down  by  adhesions, 
and  altogether  in  a  physical  and  physiological 
condition,  specially  favourable  to  tubercular  depo- 
sition. Had,  however,  the  effusion  been  more 
extensive,  and  consequently  the  compression  more 
complete,  then  tubercles  would  not  have  been 
found  in  it  at  all,  but  in  much  greater  number  on 
the  opposite  side.  Dr.  Graves  says  "Tubercles 
may  supervene,  even  though  the  empyema  is  not 
absorbed.  The  opposite  side  is  then  the  seat  of 
disease."  And  again,  •'  When  absorption  takes 
place,  tubercles  occur  in  the  affected  side ;"  and 
also  "  that  rapid  absorptions  are  more  likely  to  be 
followed  by  a  fatal  development  of  tubercles  than 
those  more  chronic." 

Where  the  compression  is  complete,  it  is  evident 
that  the  functions  of  the  lung  must  be  destroyed,— 
that  it  will  only  receive  blood  just  sufficient  for  its 
bare  vitality.  For  illustration's  sake  I  may  men- 
tion that  the  accidental  occurrence  of  empyema 
and  pneumothorax  suspends,  in  a  remarkable 
manner,  the  progress  of  tubercular  destruction,  and 
that  a  lung  compressed  has  seldom  been  known  to 
be  attacked  with  inflammation.  On  these  facts  is 
founded  the  ingenious  proposal  to  collapse  the  lung 
by  the  admission  of  air  through  an  external 
opening,  for  the  cure  of  phthisis. 

Following  out  the  same  general  principle,  we 
find  that  tubercles  are  very  readily  deposited  in 
new  membranes,  and  in  recent  tissues,  where  the 
circulation  is  retarded,  and  its  current  imperfectly 
formed* 


In  conclusion,  I  may  add,  that  whatever  tends  to 
derange  the  circulation  in  the  lungs,  that  whatever 
tends  to  cramp  or  worst  them  in  their  peculiar 
functions,  whether  it  be  internal  or  external,  phy- 
sical, or  physiological,  will  also  tend  to  the  deposi- 
tion of  tubercles  in  one  predisposed. 

Conclusion.— These  illustrations  might  readily 
be  multiplied,  were  I  not  too  sensible  that  I  have 
-already  drawn  too  largely  on  your  patience  and  your 
time.  I  trust  that  my  intention  in  die  preceding 
observations  has  not  been  mistaken,  misapplied,  or 
misunderstood.  My  intention  was  not  to  offer  a 
laboured  dissertation  on  phthisis,  its  causes,  its 
effects,  or  its  mode  of  formation.  My  only  object 
was  to  illustrate  the  mode  of  tubercular  deposition 
from  one  cause,  in  one  disease,  that  of  empyema. 
The  route  adopted  may  have  appeared  to  some 
foreign,  devious,  and  circuitous,  but  I  considered 
such  a  course  necessary,  in  order  to  obtain  and 
give  a  connected,  satisfactory,  and  convincing  view. 

In  its  accomplishment,  if  it  has  been  accom- 
plished, I  have  not  pretended  to  arrogate  to  myself 
the  discovery  of  any  thing  new,  but  merely  to  have 
attempted  the  application,  in  some  instances  may 
be  the  extension  of  a  general  principle  well  known 
and  universally  acknowledged,  and  to  have  con- 
nected, harmonized,  and  simplified  its  operation. 

For  this  purpose  the  opinions  and  writings  of 
Laennec,  Andral,  Louis,  Fournet,  Woillez,  Gerhard 
Graves,  Stokes,  Hudson,  Clark,  Forbes,  Cowan,. 
Carswell,  Elliotson,  Williams,  Walshe,  Holland, 
and  Hodgkin,  &c,  have  been  consulted  and  freely 
laid  under  contribution. 

I  have  been  thus  particular  in  attempting  to 
elucidate  the  connexion  between  phthisis  and 
empyema,  from  a  conviction  that  the  causes  of 
phthisis  have  not  been  sufficiently  attended  to  j. 
from  a  conviction  that  not  until  we  observe  more 
strictly  the  causes,  and  then  endeavour  to  analyze 
the  operation  of  those  causes,  shall  we  ever  be  able 
to,  for  who  will  say  we  shall  not,  arrive  at  an 
accurate  knowledge  of  its  true  and  real  nature. 
.  By  facts  in  this  way  rigidly  induced,  and  slowly 
accumulated,  will  at  length  its  state  of  being— alas ! 
at  present  hidden— be  gradually  and  insensibly 
unravelled;  or  perhaps  more  fortunately  at  no 
distant  period,  some  master-spirit,  some  heaven- 
born  genius,  atone  prehensive grasp,  will  seize  the 
scattered  remnants  of  a  thousand  minds,  evolve  its 
essence,  suggest  its  remedy,  and  proclaim  its  cure  i 
and  so  give  by  one  triumphant  effort  a  biding  arrest 
to  that  disease,  which  numbers  in  its  victims  the 
fairest  in  the  creation,  and  cuts  off  in  its  fell  career 
one  fifth  of  the  entire  population.  To  hasten  the 
consummation  of  such  a  victory,  is  the  duty,  and, 
demands  the  ever-rivetted  attention  of  the  physician, 
the  philosopher,  and  the  man.  The  name  of  him 
shall  be  immortalized  and  live  for  ever,  who  first 
can  cry  "  Esf  nW 
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INFLUENCE  OF  LOCALITY  ON  DISEASE. 

By  Nathaniel  Rumsey,  M.D., 

Henley-on-Thames. 

-to  the  editor,  07  the  provincial  medical  and 
surgical  journal. 
Sir, 
In  looking  orer  some  manuscripts  which  I  had 
long  laid  aside,  I  lately  fell  upon  one  which  I  propose 
Co  transcribe  for  insertion  in  your  valuable  journal,  if, 
as  marking  the  influence  of  locality  on  disease,  it  is 
worthy  of  a  space  in  your  pages.  Many,  and  all  the 
years  of  my  residence  on  the  spot,  subsequently  to  the 
date  of  the  manuscript,  1820,  have  confirmed  the  opi- 
nion I  then  noted,  of  the  remarkable  healthiness  of 
Beaconsfield;  and  believing  the  fact  to  involve  a  parti- 
cular of  existence  and  interest,  as  extensive  as  is  the 
unintelligible  diversity  of  health,  it  is,  no  doubt,  a 
duty  on  my  part  to  give  it  publicity,  as  a  truth  revealed 
to  long  continued  and,  so  far  as  can  be  seen,  fortuitous 
opportunities. 

I  hare  indeed  felt  unwilling  to  withhold  from  our 
associated  body,  what  appears  to  offer  a  strong  and  en- 
couraging motive  for  the  prosecution  of  inquiries 
into  medical  topography,  because  that  science  has  been 
one  of  the  avowed  especial  objects  of  the  Provincial 
Medical  and  Surgcial  Association.  The  Transactions 
have  ushered  into  the  world  valuable  papers  on  the 
subject ;  in  which,  however,  among  the  various  recog- 
nised causes  of  disease,  operating  by  place,  a  widely 
^iffn— d  influence  of  the  natural  waters,  received  into 
the  animal  system,  has  escaped  consideration. 

I  am  led  to  believe  that  a  noxious  and  unsuspected 
element  lurks  in  our  soil,  which,  by  means  of  solution 
in  the  waters  in  general  use,  finds  a  vehicle  in  the  cir- 
culating fluids,  to  the  various  organs  and  tissues  of  the 
body,  of  which  it  is  often  destructive;  and  that  this 
element  resides  in  many  localities,  I  might  almost  say 
generally,  in  our  island,  but  with  the  aid  of  chemical 
analysis,  and  actual  observation  of  disease,  as  corres- 
ponding with  locality,  I  should  trust,  not  hopeless  of 
detection,  if  I  am  right  in  urging  the  enquirer's  atten- 
tion, to  the  water,  for  explanation  of  the  phenomena. 
It  would  in  my  opinion  be  a  grand  improvement  to 
the  statistics  of  disease,  with  which  registration  now  so 
richly  supplies  us,  to  associate  with  the  sick  reports  of 
localities,  respectively,  a  chart  of  their  geology,  and  a 
minute  analysis  of  their  waters.  It  would,  if  I  mistake 
not,  lead  to  a  knowledge  of  an  easy  prophylaxis  of 
some  of  the  most  formidable  diseases  that  afflict  onr 
nature,  and  show  a  distinction  between  truly  hereditary 
scrofula,  and  a  numerous  class  of  affections  resembling 
it,  which  I  have  reason  to  believe  depend  on  peculiari- 
ties-of  water.  A  survey  of  our  island  to  this  end  would 
be  worthy  of  the  nation,  and  impose  a  heavy  debt  of 
gratitude  on  the  people. 

A  deep  conviction  of  the  importance  of  investigating 
the  question  urges  me  to  the  desire  of  exciting  atten- 
tion to  the  subject,  not  withont  the  hope  and  design  of 
lending  aid  to  its  prosecution. 

Beaconsfield,  1820.  I  have  long  believed  Beacons- 
field  to  be  distinguished  by  a  healthiness  superior  to 
that  of  the  neighbouring  towns,  and  have  been  brought 
to  that  belief  by  actual  observation  of  its  diseases,  and 
modifications  of  disease,  compared  to  those  which  I 
Jam  witnessed  of  the  towns  and  villages  of  its  vfciaicy. 


Its  elevation  is  less  than  that  of  other  less  healthy  eminen- 
ces; its  soil  is  not  the  driest,  abounding  in  land-springs ; 
its  situation  is  far  from  warm,  and  thus  are  favoured  some 
of  the  less  important  morbid  affections ;  yet,  with  these 
disadvantages,  nature  has  bestowed  upon  its  little  hill 
some  remarkable  cause  of  healthiness  and  exemption 
from  an  extensive  list  of  serious  diseases. 

In  the  numerous  surrounding  towns,  which  are  for 
the  most  part  situated  in  rallies,  some  wide  and  open, 
others  comparatively  narrow  and  contracted,  bordered 
by  hills  of  chalk,  with  superincumbent  gravel,  clay,  or 
sand,  yet  of  drier  soil  and  houses  than  Beaconsfield,  I 
have  met  with  much  more  articular  and  glandular 
disease.  More  persons  by  far  are  the  victims  of  pul- 
monary consumption  ;  the  stiff  and  useless  joint,  and 
cripple,  are  seen  with  much  more  frequency ;  the  goitre 
is  met  with  at  every  town  ;  calculus  of  the  bladder  has 
been  seen  in  most,  if  not  in  all  of  the  other  towns  and  vil- 
lagesof  the  neighbourhood,  and  that  of  thekidneyis  very 
common ;  whereas,  the  former  of  these,  calculus  of  the 
bladder,  I  have  every  reason  to  believe,  from  the 
authentic  sonrce  of  my  father's  long  and  extensive 
experience  in  this  vicinity,  and  my  own  opportunities 
of  observation,  has  not  been  seen  at  Beaconsfield  in  a 
single  instance  for  more  than  half  a  century,*  and  pos- 
sibly never  to  have  arisen  there,  and  the  latter  gravel,  is 
only  exhibited  by  a  rare  exception  in  the  corpulent,  the 
bedridden,  and  the  sufferer  with  disorganized  kidney. 
The  goitre  itself  may  be  said  to  be  unknown  in  this 
town,  though  not  three  miles  from  one  of  its  favourite 
localities,  and  absolutely  surrounded  by  districts 
fruitful  in  its  production. 

-  Other  painful  affections,  incident  to  the  young 
female,  yield  to  the  same  law  of  comparative  exemption 
in  this  favoured  elevation,  and  my  conjecture  is,  that 
these  advantages  do  not  complete  the  whole  catalogue 
which  belong  to  this  town's  distinguished  geological 
positmn.r 

The  diseases  of  the  neighbouring  country  are  not  so 
distributed  as  to  explain  the  fact  by  the  locality  being 
elevated.  The  exemptions  of  Beaconsfield  are  not 
enjoyed  by  all  the  neighbouring  high  ground ;  there  is 
no  peculiarity  in  the  habit  of  living,  or  employment  of 
its  inhabitants,  the  shade  of  its  oaks  and  elms,  excess  or 
want  of  woodland.  Humidity  and  dryness  do  not  solve 
the  question. 

I  have  witnessed  the  spontaneous  cure  of  diseases  oa 
a  change  of  abode  to  this  hill,  which  usually,  under 
Other  circumstances,  make  a  very  different  progress. 
Dysmenorrhcea  has  been  removed ;  bronchocele  has 
disappeared  ;  attacks  of  gravel  have  permanently  and 
spontaneously  ceased ;  and,  in  one  instance,  the 
gradonl,  yet  speedy,  total  and  permanent  cessation  to 
cough  up  chalk  stones,  followed  a  residence  at  Beacons- 
fietd,  the  native  and  previous  abode  of  the  patient 
having  been  one  of  the  surrounding  localities,  more 
fertile  in  disease. 

•  Now  1844,  for  74  years. 
t  There  is  nothing  obvionsly  peculiar  to  the  hill,  as  dis- 
tinguished from  others,  except  as  being  occupied  by  a  town. 
Tie  towns  and  population  of  South  Bnckinghamshire,  and 
it*  vicinity,  being  with  little  exception  situated  oa  lower 
ground,  and  by  the  side  of  streams,  with  a  marked  difference 
of  soil  and  water.  The  distinction  of  Beaconsfield  in 
thf  9  respect,  and  the  vicinity  of  the  neighbouring  valley 
population,  for  ssaay  years,  famished  me  with  such  oppor- 
tunities of  comparison,  as  to  convey  forcibly  to  my  misd 
that  disease  Was  modified  by  each. 
,   ••  '  '      Digitized  by  LjOOgle' 
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I  have  no  doubt  that  Beaconsfield,  in  point  of 
healthiness,  at  compared  with  most,  if  not  all  the 
neighbouring  town*  and  village*,  has  strikingly  the 
balance  in  its  farour.  I  beliere  the  surrounding  hills 
and  valleys  are  largely  productive  of  some  forms  of 
disease,  misnamed  scrofula,  being  such  affections  of 
articular  and  glandular  structures  as  to  bear  a  resem- 
blance to  it,  and  are  far  more  susceptible  of  relief.  I 
hare  found  that  injuries  of  the  joints,  are,  in  them,  of 
slower  and  less  certain  recovery.  These  facts  hare 
been  forced  upon  my  observation,  and  more  than 
twenty  years  have  not  made  them  questionable. 

I  have  been  driven  to  the  belief  that  the  natural 
waters  are  the  vehicle  of  matter,  in  many  situations, 
unconvertible  by  the  organs  of  digestion,  which  accu- 
mulates on,  or  affects  the  glandular  fabric,  deranging 
the  functions  and  structure  of  its  varied,  extensive,  and 
important  organizations,  becoming  a  fruitful  source  of 
disease,  and  presenting  a  problem  for  solution  of  vital 
interest 

That  the  purest  looking  water,  in  certain  situations, 
is  loaded  with  foreign  matter,  in  chemical  union,  is 
unquestionable,  and  that  it  is  set  at  liberty  by  certain 
changes,  to  which  it  is  liable,  we  see.  The  process  of 
boiling  precipitates  a  large  portion  of  it.  Its  combina- 
tion with  other  elements  renders  it  insoluble  in  the 
aqueous  menstruum,  and  thus  it  is  precipitated ;  and, 
although  the  sure  test  of  experiment  has  not  so  dis- 
played the  fact,  we  are,  at  all  events,  not  certain  that 
its  progress  in  the  circulation  may  not  lead  to  another 
of  nature's  modes  of  precipitation,  embarrassing  animal 
function  and  disorganizing  the  delicate  textures  of  the 
secreting  apparatus.  There  is  ample  reason  why  the 
question  should  be  asked  whether  such  processes  may 
not  be  ever  active  in  the  elimination  of  our  moat  com- 
mon and  formidable  diseases.  We  are  too  little  informed 
too  much  surrounded  by  the  mists  of  ignorance,  and 
too  amply  enriched  by  the  means  of  investigation,  to 
justify  any  holding  back  from  the  attempt  to  seek  an 
explanation,  where,  hitherto,  it  has  not  been  looked 
for.  What  do  we  know  of  tubercle  ?  What  do  we 
know  of  scrofula  ?— or  of  malignancy  ?  to  justify  either 
sloth  in  the  pursuit,  or  despair  of  success. 

Is  it  not  probable,  that  if  local  situation  be  capable 
of  producing  morbid  affections  (as  I  have  concluded 
and  believe  that  it  is)  which,  as  bronchocele,  phthisis, 
glandular  and  articular  disorganization,  resemble  scro- 
fula, much  of  that  destructive  affection,  supposed  to  be 
inherent  in  races  by  blood,  may  in  fact  depend  on  the 
widely  operating  cause  of  a  peculiar  foreign  matter  in 
the  water,  perhaps  precipitated,  or  in  other  ways  form- 
ing accumulations  on  glandular,  and  membranous 
structure. 

It  has  been  my  habit  for  years,  to  consider,  that  two 
pathological  states  usually  called  scrofula,  exist; 
one  having  no  connection  with  place,  but  inherited  as 
family  temperament,  the  subjects  of  it  as  I  have  sup- 
posed, distinguished  by  a  florid  colour,  often  larger 
and  more  visible  blood  vessels  on  the  surface,  a  large 
and  roll  development  of  person,  more  or  less  of  beauty, 
and  exhibiting  some  individuals  in  the  family,  either 
with  chronic  ophthalmia,  spinal  disease,  pulmonary  con- 
sumption, or  some  other  affections;  while  the  less 
genuine  scrofula,  the  product  of  place,  is  seen  in  every 
variety  of  form  and  figure,  has  not  the  florid  character, 
may  or  may  not  be  distinguished  by  beauty,  affects  all 


glandular  and  membranous  structures,  and  suggests  tbe 
Car  more  easy  means  and  hope  of  relief,  by  avoiding 
the  use  of  tbe  deleterious  water. 

If  this  be  true,  as  I  conceive  it  is,  from  the  preceding 
and  following  observations,  tbe  benefit  which  may 
arise  from  a  more  exact  disclosure  of  tbe  particular 
element  in  the  water,  operating  aa  the  cause,  cannot 
easily  be  appreciated. 

A  young  woman  having  a  large  goitre,  without 
quitting  her  residence  in  the  vicinity  of  deleterious* 
water,  supposed  to  have  given  rise  to  it,  lost  it,  after 
perseverance  in  drinking  rain  water.  She  informs  me 
that  she  continues  its  use  to  this  day  (more  than  twenty 
years).  She  has  nothing  of  the  disease  now  (1842), 
though  living  in  the  focus  of  it.  She  acquired  colour 
and  improved  general  health  as  she  lout  the  disease. 
How  widely  different  would  have  been  the  progress  of 
her  health  in  twenty  years  under  the  continued  use  of 
her  native  and  poisonous,  though  beautiful  and  agree- 
able water,  it  is  easy  to  conceive. 

Three  years  ago  I  saw  a  young  lacemaker,  an  inha- 
bitant of  tbe  same  group  of  cottages,  with  an  increasing 
and  distressing  goitre,  to  whom  I  suggested  the  same 
expedient  of  rain-water.  I  was  thrown  into  her  neigh- 
bourhood within  the  last  six  weeks,  and  had  tbe  plea- 
sure to  see  her  throat  of  very  diminished  circumference. 

I  have  aince  witnessed  another  similar  fact.  A  young 
lady  quitted  Beaconsfield,  her  place  of  abode,  and 
went  to  school  in  a  situation  which  I  well  knew  to  be 
productive  of  goitre ;  having  no  such  disease  when  she 
went.  She  was  the  subject  of  it  in  leas  than  a  year, 
and  lost  it  without  the  use  of  any  remedy,  by  a  return 
to  Beaconsfield.  Again  she  quitted  Beaconsfield,  and 
took  up  her  abode  in  a  new  and  distant  locality,  but 
with  regard  to  water,  circumstanced  as  was  her  second 
place  of  abode ;  here  again,  it  returned,  and  she  then  be- 
came almost  well  under  the  use  of  rain-water,  without 
change  of  place,  when  it  happened  that  she  made 
another  change,  and  lost  it  quite,  under  tbe  continued 
use  of  rain-water.  It  is  of  importance  to  notice  in 
these  cases,  the  disappearance  of  the  disease  as  uncon- 
nected with  change  of  air  or  place. 

Were  attention  directed  to  the  subject,  I  believe  it 
would  be  found  that  different  states  of  health,  as 
expressed  by  conntenance  and  complexion,  are  often 
to  be  met  with  in  passing  over  districts  of  country, 
not  to  be  accounted  for  by  elevation  or  lowness, 
humidity  or  dryness,  warmth  or  coldness  of  situation, 
a  sedentary  life,  active  occupation,  or  any  appreciable 
state  of  air.  In  passing  along  the  Sussex  coast  I  was 
once  sensible  of  a  more  healthy  expression  of  counte- 
nance in  the  inhabitant*  as  I  approached  Hastings* 
than  in  those  I  was  leaving  behind  towards  Brighton. 
There  was  an  obvious  change  of  soil,  and  therefore,  I 
doubt  not,  of  water  also. 

As  it  seems  to  confirm  this  view,  I  am  anxious  to- 
qnote  a  statement  made  by  Sir  James  Clark,  in  bis- 
interesting  and  valuable  book  on  "  Climate,  Diseases, 
&c."  at  p.  58  (Ed.  1820) :  "  It  was  by  this  route  that 
Napoleon  intended  to  carry  the  excellent  road  that  wa* 
to  join  the  South  of  France  with  Italy,  and  which  is  made 
as  far  as  Mentone,  sixteen  miles  beyond  Nice"— "at  this 
little  town  we  were  struck  with  the  different  looks  of 
the  people,  particularly  tbe  women,  whose  fine  com- 
plexions formed  a  striking  contrast  with  the  generally 
sallow  countenance  of  the  inhabitants  about  Nice* 
Digitized  by  V^iOOQlC 
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The  observant  writer  asks  "  what  could  be  the 
cauae  of  this  striking  difference  of  complexion  ?"  I 
would  answer,  it  might  probably  be  found  in  the 
foreign  matter  held  in  solution  in  the  water  of  the 
clear  and  sparkling  fountain.  Similar,  though  perhaps 
less  marked  differences,  are  visible  in  different  districts 
el  Buckinghamshire,  as  I  have  often  noticed';  and  I 
have  long  believed  that  with  the  different  complexion 
there  was  also  an  actual  modification  of  constitution 
and  health,  and  that  a  practitioner,  by  his  long  abode 
in  a  place,  the  more  readily  distinguished  the  shade  of 
morbid  affection,  as  well  as  appreciated  better  the 
required  form  of  remedy. 

It  may  be  mentioned,  as  allied  to  the  subject  of 
toejical  topography,  that  a  valuable  and  experienced 
medical  friend,  whose  useful  career  and  medical  repu- 
tation were  cut  short ;  after  nine  years'  residence  in  a 
•certain  locality,  took  a  new  station,  and  declared  to 
me  bis  conviction  that  he  now  found  the  same  disease, 
nominally,  called  for  a  modified  use  of  remedy,  simply 
■an  observation  of  fact. 

As  another  example  of  the  influence  of  certain 
waters,  I  would  mention  the  case  of  a  gentleman  who 
■suffered  for  several  years  from  a  very  troublesome 
cutaneous  disease  of  the  hands,  intimately  connected 
with  the  water,  as  it  proved,  which  baffled  all  remedies 
suggested  by  the  most  experienced.  It  was  clearly 
made  out  to  depend  on  ablutions  with  the  water  of  his 
house,  in  every  respect  beautiful  to  the  eye  and  taste, 
-and  then  immediately  remedied.  He  can  now  repro- 
duce it  at  any  time,  by  a  week's  perseverance  in  the  use 
of  the  water. 

After  having  long  learnt  that  Beaconsfield  was,  with 
Tare  exceptions,  unproductive  of  renal  calculi ;  when 
called  to  patients  seised  with  the  symptoms  which 
usually  lead  to  suspicion  of  that  painful  disease,  I 
never  hesitated  to  pronounce  at  once,  that  it  would 
not  prove  to  be  gravel ;  remarking,  as  I  have  done,  to 
a  by-standing  pupil,  that  were  these  symptoms  wit- 
nessed a  few  miles  from  Beaconsfield,  I  should  be 
disposed  to  pronounce  that  they  were  caused  by  the 
passing  of  gravel,  but  you  will  soon  have  the  proof 
that  it  is  not  so  here.  Thus,  a  young  lady  was  attacked 
with  violent  and  sudden  pain  on  one  side  of  the  loins, 
•extending  to  the  groin.  The  bladder  was  constantly 
excited  to  action,  the  urine  was  bloody,  vomiting  was 
constant ;  and  the  knowledge,  only,  that  I  stood  beyond 
the  geographical  bounds  of  this  disease,  induced  me 
to  hesitate  to  pronounce  the  case  gravel.  It  turned 
out  to  be  inflammation  of  the  ureter. 

The  great  point  remains,  viz.,  to  say  what  that 
^element  is  which  constitutes  the  cause  of  disease,  which 
I  have  thus  observed  and  relate,  as  connected  with 
place  and  water.  That  it  abounds  where  chalky  dis- 
tricts prevail  is  to  be  remarked  ;  that  it  is  not  equally 
prevalent  in  all  chalky  countries,  and  that  it  is  some- 
times seen  in  districts  in  which  there  is  no  chalk,  I 
hart  observed,  though  very  rarely.  That  it  is  iden- 
tified with  some  element  which  abounds  where  chalk 
-abounds,  though  it  may  not  be  any  of  the  combinations 
of  lime,  I  have  been  forced  to  conjecture  j  and  that 
where  no  chalk  exists,  and  the  diseased  principle  is  to 
be  found,  I  have  observed  an  abundance  of  sand  to 
prevail  in  the  toil.  No  doubt  a  very  large  portion  of 
this  kingdom  abounds  in  the  cause  of  this  principle  of 
disease,  which  shows  itself  in  the  various  forms  which  I 


hare  noticed.  It  is  a  happy  circumstance  that  every 
place  is  furnished  with  the  antidote  to  be  found  in  the 
use  of  rain-water,  so  easily  collected,  so  easily  deprived 
of  its  impurities,  so  easily  intercepted  in  its  natural 
descent  to  the  regions  which  furnish  it  with  unwhole- 
some foreign  matter.  It  is  necessary  to  say  that  the 
impurities  which  rain  water  picks  up  from  the  roofs  of 
houses,  are  easily  separable  by 'the  filterers,  which  are 
now  of  such  common  use;  although  it  is  quite  other- 
wise with  respect  to  chemical  solutions  of  the  numerous 
combinations  of  lime,  silex,  &c,  which  are  foun4  in 
wells  and  natural  springs. 

It  is  no  doubt  the  long  and  habitual  use  of  water, 
thus  unwholesomely  impregnated,  that  affects  the 
•system,  predisposing  it  to  the  specific  ailment  which  at 
length  succeeds.  Its  effects  are  often  seen  at  the  age  of 
four,  in  the  production  of  the  enlarged  thyroid  gland  ; 
but  its  fearful  ravages  are  more  strikingly  exhibited  in 
females  from  18  years  and  upwards. 

I  have  seen  the  enlarged  thyroid  gland  in  an  infant 
at  birth.  I  have  known  it  begin  to  make  its  appearance 
within  a  year  of  arrival  in  a  locality  known  to  abound 
in  it ;  and  at  this  moment  I  am  acquainted  with  two 
instances  of  its  existence  where  the  subjects  have  taken 
up  their  abode  in  its  districts,  three  years. 

I  am  anxious  no  longer  to  keep  these  observations  to 
myself,  in  hopes,  that  while  to  put  them  forth  need 
have  no  tendency  to  suspend  my  own  exertions,  it  may 
encourage  and  excite  more  industrious  labourers  to 
exertions  in  so  important  a  field. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obliged 

and  obedient  servant, 
NATHANIEL  RUMSEY,  M.D. 
Henley-on-Thames,  May  27, 1844. 


DEATH  FROM  FRIGHT,  AFTER  THE  OPERA- 
TION  FOR  SOLUTION  OF  CAPSULAR  CATA- 
RACT. 
By  Jonathan  Too  good,  M.D.,  Bridgewater. 

J.  G.,  aged  23,  of  a  scrofulous  and  hysterical 
temperament  was  admitted  into  the  Bridgewater  Eye 
Dispensary,  February  16,  1839.  She  stated  that  she 
had  always  enjoyed  good  health  to  the  age  of  sixteen, 
and  had  taken  the  charge  of  a  dairy ;  that  after  this 
period  the  catamenia  not  appearing,  she  became  subject 
to  headache,  had  frequent  attacks  of  hysteria,  lost 
flesh,  and  was  affected  with  a  severe  form  of  porrigo, 
which  no  medical  treatment  relieved.  For  the  last 
five  years  the  proper  functions  of  the  uterus  had 
entirely  ceased.  About  midsummer  last  she  was 
suddenly  seized  with  an  acute  pain  in  the  left  eye 
accompanied  with  dimness,  which  in  a  few  hours  became 
so  much  worse  that  she  was  barely  able  to  distinguish 
light.  A  fortnight  ago  the  right  eye  became  similarly 
affected,  attended  with  the  same  sensations,  and  as 
speedily  followed  by  complete  loss  of  vision.  On  the 
18th,  the  operation  for  solution  was  performed  pos- 
terior to  the  iris,  in  both  eyes,  and  the  cataracts 
broken  up.  Nothing  unusual  occurred,  but  on  the 
next  morning  she  complained  of  pain  in  the  right 
eye,  extending  over  the  temple  and  brow,  and  the 
iris  appeared  somewhat  hazy.  Leechea  were  ordered, 
a  plaster  of  opium  and  belladonna  to  be  applied  OT^r  the 
brow,  and  five  grains  of  hydrargyrum  cum  creta,  with 
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three  of  Dover**  powder  to  be  taken  every  four  hours. 
The  proposal  to  apply  leeches  excited  the  most  extraor- 
dinary alarm  in  her  mind ;  she  exclaimed  immediately 
— u  Oh,  I  can  never  have  leeches ;  I  shall  die  if  I  have 
leeches.  Her  breathing  became  very  much  hurried  and 
laboured,  her  apprehension  for  her  ultimate  recovery 
so  great,  that  every  means  of  quieting  her  alarm  failed; 
palpitation  of  the  heart  succeeded,  with  delirium  and 
great  prostration  of  strength,  with  violent  perspiration, 
and  in  spite  of  all  treatment,  she  died  at  one  a.m.,  the 
next  day,  breathing  to  the  last  in  the  same  laborious 
manner. 

I  remember  in  a  trial  for  abduction,  which  toex 
place  in  this  county  some  years  since,  in  which  the 
counsel  for  the  prosecution  took  uncommon  pains 
to  impress  the  jury  with  the  belief  of  a  most  impro- 
bable story,  which  eventually  was  proved  to  be  a 
fabrication,  that  the  judge  in  summing  up,  told  the 
jury,  that  there  was  nothing  improbable  in  the  girl's 
story,  for  that  it  was  impossible  to  estimate  the  effect 
of  fear  on  the  human  mind,  and  a  verdict  was  given 
in  accordance  with  that  opinion.  I  can  call  to  mind 
several  instances  in  which  fear  has  produced  the  most 
distressing  and  alarming  effects,  but  I  was  sceptical  as 
to  its  extent  until  I  witnessed  this  case. 

Brdgewater,  June,  1844. 


PROVINCIAL 

iWe&fcal  &  Surgical  Sottrttal* 

WEDNESDAY,  JUNE  26,  1844. 


We  had  hoped  before  this  to  be  able  to  commu- 
nicate the  beads  of  the  long-promised  bill  of  Sir 
James  Graham,  for  tbe  regulation  of  the  medical 
profession,  but  day  after  day,  and  week  after  week, 
are  still  allowed  to  pass  without  tbe  looked-for  mea- 
sure making  its  appearance.  Last  week  the  House 
was  counted  out  on  the  day  fixed  for  its  introduction. 
What  cause  of  delay  is  to  befall  it  this  w  w  e pro- 
fess not  to  be  able  to  foresee  ;  but  it  is  sufficiently 
evident,  that  with  a  session  rapidly  running  its 
course,  unless  more  determination  is  shown  by  the 
Home  Secretary  to  bring  forward  tbe  bill,  there 
will  be  little  time  allowed  for  the  consideration  and 
discussion  of  its  provisions,  if  indeed  it  be  intended 
to  pass  into  a  law  during  the  present  session.  In 
this  uncertainty  therefore  as  to  the  measure  itself, 
and  in  the  absence  of  any  official  information 
respecting  its  nature,  our  readers  may  perhaps 
be  willing  to  receive  what  has  been  suffered  to 
transpire  through  other  sources.  That  which  bears 
tbe  most  authentic  character,  and  from  which,  pro- 
bably, some  conjecture  as  to  the  actual  intentions 
-  of  the  Government  may  be  formed,  is  the  address 
of  Mr.  Cannicbael,  recently  delivered  before  tbe 


Medical  Association  of  Ireland.  From  this  address 
it  would  seem,  that  the  beads  of  the  measure  have 
been  learned, how  it  does  not  appear,  andappr  ved 
by  the  Council  of  the  Dublin  College  of  Surgeon*, 
and  subsequently  by  the  Council  of  the  Mediesl 
Association  of  Ireland,  and  we  farther  gather 
something  of  what  the  Bill  does  enact,  and  more, 
perhaps  of  what  k  does  not. 

According  to  Mr.  Carmichael,  the  Bill  does  not 
proceed  to  the  full  extent  in  reforming  the  profession 
deemed  necessary  by  the  Irish  Association ;  it  does 
not  unite,  as  they  desired,  physic  and  surgery  into 
one  faculty,  by  combining  the  Colleges  of  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons;  it  does  not  separate, as  they 
desired,  the  practice  of  pharmacy  from  tbe  practice 
of  medicine;  it  does  not  deprive,  as  they  wished, 
the  nineteen  or  twenty  medical  colleges  or  corpo- 
rations of  tbe  licensing  power,  and  substitute  in 
their  place  three  others  in  London,  Dublin,  and 
Edinburgh;  it  does  not,  it  would  seem,  contain 
any  clause  enabling  the  general  practitioner  to 
recover  by  law,  that  remuneration  to  which  be  is 
entitled  for  his  visits  and  professional  advice,  nor 
any  clause  depriving  him  of  the  power  of  obtaining 
remuneration  for  the  medicines  supplied  to  bis 
patients. 

On  the  other  band  the  bill  enacts,  or  is  said  to 
enact,  that  all  general  practitioners  shall,  in  future, 
undergo  sufficient  examination  in  both  physic  and 
surgery  for  all  practical  purposes ;  it  establishes  a 
central  council,  with  powers  to  regulate  tbe  exami- 
nations, and  to  dictate  tbe  quantum  of  qualification 
to  be  expected  from  candidates  wbo  seek  to  enter 
into  the  profession ;  and  it  deprives  the  Apothe- 
caries' Company  of  tbe  power  of  granting  licences 
to  practice  medicine. 

From  these  statements  Mr.  Carmichael  draws 
the  inference,  that  although  Sir  James  Graham's 
bill  does  not  reach  to  the  full  extent  of  the  objects 
that  medical  reformers  had  in  view,  yet  it  may  be 
considered  as  achieving  them  to  a  very  considerable 
extent.  It  will  unite  physic  and  surgery  m  the 
person  of  the  general  practitioner,  who,  at  a  mode- 
rate computation,  at  least  possesses  nine-tenths  of 
all  the  medical  and  surgical  practice  in.  the  united 
kingdom.  It  provides  for  equality  of  qualification 
throughout  each  great  division  of  the  empire, 
through  the  power  of  regulating  examinations  to  be 
conferred  on  the  Central  Council ;  and  by  depriving 
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tbe  Apothecaries'  Compan y  of  their  power  of  licensing 
to  practice  medicine,  it  lays  the  foundation  for  the 
separation  of  the  practice  of  pharmacy  from  the 
practice  of  medicine. 

Our  readers,  however,  will  not  fail  to  perceive 
that  whether  these  objects  be  desirable  or  other- 
wise, they  are  in  the  main  left  to  be  attained  by 
inference  rather  then  by  positive  enactment  jand  that 
as  far  as  we  can  learn  from  the  apparently  authentic, 
we    may    say    semi-official,  statement    of    Mr. 
Carmichael,  the  great  objects  sought  by  the  English 
medical  reformers  are  scarcely  likely  to  be  attained. 
We  bear  of  no  general  qualification  required  from 
all  who  enter  the  profession,  uniform  and  efficient 
in  every  branch  of  medical  science.    We  hear  of 
no  equal  right  for  all  so  qualified  (excepting  indeed 
by  the  inference  of  Mr.  Carmicbael)  to  practice 
throughout  the    whole  extent  of  her  Majesty's 
dominions;  and  the  giving  to  the  members  of  the 
profession  a  voice  in  the  management  of  their  own 
concerns  is  never  even  hinted  at.    Neither  do  we 
hear  of  any  restrictions  placed  on  illegal  practi- 
tioners j  though  we  are  told  by  Mr.  Carmicbael  that 
the  druggists  of  England  have  lately  obtained  a 
charter,  empowering  them  to  compound  medicine, 
and  that  as  they  will  not  be  qualified  or  licensed  to 
practice  medicine,  this  distinct  charter  for  phar- 
macy will  tend  in  no  slight  degree  to  separate  the 
practice   of    pharmacy  from   that   of   medicine. 
Possibly  it    may  have  that   tendency  as  for  as 
regards   the  medical  profession,  but   unless  the 
counter  and  other  practice  followed  by  druggists  is 
prohibited  by  legal  enactment,  we  see  not  how  it 
is  to  have  that  effect  where  it  is  most  required.    We 
are  not  however  going  to  discuss  tbis  subject  here  : 
our  object  has  been  to  put  our  readers  in  possession 
of   the   information    brought   to  light  by    Mr. 
Carmichael,  as  published  by  our  contemporary,  the 
Dublin  Medical  Press. 

Before  bringing  our  observations  to  a  conclusion 
however,  there  is  one  point  on  which  we  are  desirous 
of  enlightening  Mr.  Carmicbael  and  our  medical 
brethren  on  the  other  side  of  the  channel.  Mr. 
Carmichael,  in  noticing  the  evils  attendant  ujpon 
the  system  of  charging  for  drugs  instead  of  for 
advice,  and  among  them  tbe  danger  which  the 
patient  is  thereby  exposed  to,  of  swallowing  too 
much  physic,  makes  the  following  observations  :— 
"  Besides,  under  this  system,  the  patient  will  run 


no  risk  of  being  over-dragged,  and  reduced 
much  more  in  constitution  than  even  in  pocket. 
This  danger  is  well  illustrated  by  a  comma, 
nication  I  had  lately  from  my  friend  Dr.  Little, 
of  Sligo,  enclosing  a  letter  from  a  young  Irish 
apothecary  who  left  Sligo  to  settle  in  a  provincial 
town  in  England,  as  it  admirably  describes  the 
common  practice  of  the  general  practitioners  of  the 
sister  island,  under  one  of  whom  our  young  Escula- 
pius  agreed  to  act  as  his  assistant.  The  instructions 
he  received  from  his  master  on  entering  upon  his 
duties  were  :— 

1st.  Never  to  take  blood  with  the  lancet,  but 
always  with  leeches,  as  the  latter  mode  is  many 
degrees  more  profitable ;  besides  it  is  not  so  weak- 
ening to  the  patient 

2nd.  Never  to  prescribe  a  mixture  but  always 
draughts,  as  one  draught  costs  as  much  as  a  mixture, 
although  it  may  not  contain  more  than  a  sixth  or 
an  eighth  of  the  quantity. 

3rd.  To  take  especial  care  that  tbe  draughts  be 
sufficiently  strong  to  make  tbe  patients  rise  six  or 
eight  times  during  the  night;  this  will  let  him 
know  and  feel  that  be  gets  some  value  for  his 
money. 

With  these  stirring  instructions  our  young  Irish 
Gil  Bias  assures  his  correspondent  that  he  pro- 
ceeded briskly  on  his  daily  rounds  without  evincing 
any  bowels  of  compassion  for  the  bowels  of  others, 
and  with  corresponding  efficacy  and  advantage." 

That  such  a  circumstance  ever  did  occur  we 
much  question,  and  certainly  we  would  not  receive 
it  on  the  authority  of  a  young  gentleman,  whose 
principles  of  morality  were  so  bx  as  to  permit  him 
to  comply  with  such  a  code  of  instruction. 

But  that  this  communication  "admirably  de- 
scribes the  common  practice  of  tbe  general  practi- 
tioners" of  this  country,  or  of  any  portion  of  it,  is  a 
foul  and  scandalous  slander,  which  Mr.  Carmichael 
himself  is  incapable  of  inventing,  but  the  utterance 
of  which,  on  the  report  of  another,  is  derogatory  to 
his  character  and  station,  and  every  way  unworthy 
of  him. 


We  may  take  this  opportunity  of  announcing 
that  the  Government  measure  has  once  more  been 
promised,  and  is,  it  is  said,  to  come  on  this  evening 
(Tuesday,  the  25th).  This  will,  however,  be  too 
late  for  us  to  give  any  intimation  of  it  in  the  present 
number. 
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The  Causes,  Nature,  Diagnosis,  and  Treatment  of 
Acute  Hydrocephalus ;  or  Water  in  the  Hood.  By 
J amks  Ribdon  Bennett,  M.D.,  Edtn.,  Member  of 
the  Royal  Coll.  of  Phyi.,  &c,  Ac.  London :  1843. 
8ro.,  pp.  248. 

We  are  not  in  general  disposed  to  expect  much  from 
the  claw  of  publications  to  which  the  work  of  Dr. 
Risdon  Bennett  belongs.  It  is  a  prize  essay,  crowned, 
as  our  neighbours  on  the  other  side  of  the  channel 
-would  say,  with  the  Pothergillian  gold  medal  for  1842 ; 
and  prise  essays,  though  frequently  very  meritorious 
productions,  and  highly  creditable  to  their  authors,  too 
often  savour  as  muoh  of  the  immaturity  of  the  forcing 
frame,  as  of  the  midnight  oil  and  labour  of  the  essayist. 
Doubtless  they  have  their  utility,  but  we  conceive  this 
is  generally  more  apparent  as  regards  the  candidates  for 
the  award,  than  the  information  to  be  derived  from 
them,  or  she  influence  which  they  exercise. on  the 
progress  and  advancement  of  science.  The  treatise 
before  us,  however,  is  of  a  different  character,  and  forms 
a  marked  exception  to  the  observations  which  we  have 
Just  made.  The  materials  from  which  it  has  been  com- 
posed have  evidently  been  derived  from  some  observa- 
tion, and  from  close  reflection,  as  well  as  from  col- 
lation of  the  opinions  of  others,  and  the  result  is 
worthy  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Sydenham. 

The  work  consists  of  seven  chapters,  in  which  are 
considered  in  succession:  the  General  Characters  of 
the  Different  Varieties  of  the  Disease,  with  the  Pro- 
gress and  Order  of  Succession  of  the  Symptoms ;  the 
Statistics  of  Hydrocephalus;  the  Morbid  Anatomy; 
JEtiology;  Pathogeny;  Diagnosis;  aud  Treatment; 
together  with  an  Appendix  of  illustrative  cases. 

Dr.  Bennett  recognizes  four  forms  of  genuine  hydro- 
cephalus :— 1st.  The  gradual  form,  which,  though  more 
Chronic  than  the  exquisite  examples  of  the  disease,  is 
Chat  in  which  what  is  called  acute  hydrocephalus,  is 
commonly  met  with  in  nmctice.  2nd.  The  insidious 
form,  well  described  by  Dr.  Abercrombie,  in  his  work 
on  Diseases  of  the  Brain  and  Spinal  Cord.  3rd.  The 
acuity  febrile,  or  inflammatory  form,  that  of  the  older 
pathological  writers ;  and  4th,  consecutive  or  secondary 
hydrocephalus,  the  "  Wasserchlag,  or  water-stroke  of 
Gdlis. 

In  addition  to  these  varieties  of  the  genuine  disease, 
Dr.  Bennett  describes  and  points  out  the  diagnostic 
characters,  certain  affections,  which,  from  their  resem- 
blance to  true  hydrocephalus,  he  terms  pseudo-hydro- 
cephalus.  One  class  of  these  cases  has  been  called 
hydrocephaloid  diseases,  by  Dr.  Marshall  Hall,  and 
described  by  Drs.  Abercrombie  and  Gooch,  as  well  as  by 
that  distinguished  pathologist.  Another  variety  of  the 
false  hydrocephalus  has  been  described  by  Dr.  W. 
Nickoll,  under  the  term  eretbeism,  or  irritation 
of  the  brain  in  infants.  A  third  variety  is  attri- 
buted to  torpor  of  the  brain.    Under  each  of  these 


forms  of  disease  will  be  found  a  short  account  of  their 
characters  and  progress,  sufficient  to  enable  the  reader 
to  diagnosticate  them,  and  references  to  the  writings  of 
Abercrombie,  Cheyne,  Golis,  Gooch,  Marshall  Hall, 
Hopfengartner,  Nickoll,  Whytt,  and  others,  from  which 
more  full  information  may  be  obtained. 

The  second  chapter,  which  treats  of  the  statistics  of 
hydrocephalus,  we  are  compelled  to  pass  over  almost 
without  notice.  We  cannot  however  suffer  the  re- 
markable testimony  to  the  mischievous  effects  of  the 
great-town  system  to  escape  us.  It  is  derived  from 
the  statistical  details  furnished  by  some  American 
writers.  Thus  from  an  enquiry  concerning  the  dis- 
orders and  functions  of  the  brain,  &c,  by  Dr.  Brigham, 
of  New  York,  it  appears  "  that  while  the  population 
of  New  York  has  only  quadrupled  in  the  last  thirty 
years,  the  deaths  from  inflammatory  affections  of  the 
head,  or  from  inflammation  and  dropsy  of  the  brain 
alone,  have  increased  more  than  twelvefold?*  And 
again  in  Boston,  (U.S.,)  the  population  of  which  in 
1790  was  18,038,  with  201  square  yards  to  each  inha- 
bitant; and,  in  1837,  80,325,  with  only  49  square 
yards  to  each  person,  affording  an  increase  of  density, 
as  5  to  1,  while  the  mortality  per  1000  from  apoplexy 
and  convulsions  remained  nearly  the  same,  that  from 
hydrocephalus  was  more  than  trebled !  "  These 
statements"  says  Dr.  Bennett,  "  may  be  allowed  to 
produce  their  natural  effect  on  the  mind  of  the 
reader  without  any  comment  on  my  part.  I  would, 
however,  simply  remark,  that  the  increased  mortality 
from  hydrocephalus  in  crowded  cities  must  be  attri- 
buted, not  merely  to  the  influence  of  climate  on  the 
children,  but  also  to  that  exerted  on  the  parents,  and 
therefore,  in  some  measure,  to  the  increase  of  here- 
ditary predisposition,  one  of  the  most  important  causes 
of  the  disease." 

We  now  turn'to  the  morbid  anatomy,  which  forms 
the  subject  of  the  third  chapter,  and  affords  much 
scope  for  attentive  consideration.  In  detailing  the 
morbid  appearances,  the  author  follows  to  a  certain 
extent  the  arrangement  of  Dr.  Nasse,  and  notices  in 
succession  the  cases  in  which  no  marks  of  an  inflam- 
matory nature,  or  only  such  as  are  of  doubtful 
character  are  found;  those  in  which,  in  connexion 
with  various  morbid  appearances  within  the  ventricles, 
there  are  found  distinct  marks  of  meningitis,  either  of 
the  base  or  convexity  of  the  brain;  and  those  in 
which  equally  distinct  marks  of  a  similar  character 
have  been  seen  in  the  ventricles,  and  in  the  substance 
of  the  brain.  He  then  notices  separately  those  evi- 
dences of  morbid  action,  within  the  head,  which  are 
of  a  character  distinct  from  inflammation,  though 
often  connected  with  it ;  and  finally  the  morbid  states 
of  other  organs  associated  with  cerebral  disease. 

Dr.  Bennett,  in  accordance  with  the  opinion  of 
many  eminent  pathologists,  rejects  the  idea  that 
the  changes  observed  in  the  brain  of  those  dying 
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from  hydrocephalic  disease  are  always  to  be  regarded 
as  the  results  of  inflammation,  and  be  appeals  to  the 
cases  published  by  Mills,  Bricheteau,  Dr.  Bright, 
Berton,  Andral,  and  others,  in  many  of  which  the 
effusion  of  fluid  was  the  only  notable  morbid  deviation 
observed.  There  is,  however,  an  indefiniteneas  of 
expression  in  sereral  of  the  instances  referred  to,  par- 
ticularly of  those  in  which  traces  of  increased  vascu- 
larity were  observed,  that  without  at  ail  Questioning  the 
correctness  of  the  view  taken  by  Dr.  Bennett,  would  lead 
ns  at  once  to  reject  them  as  inconclusive,  and  of  little 
or  no  value  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  are  brought 
forward. 

Leaving  the  consideration  of  simple  effusion,  the 
nature  of  the  softenng  so  frequently  observed 
in  the  corpus  callosiini,  fornix,  septum  lncidum. 
and  other  parts  forming  the  walls  of  the  ventricles, 
next  engages  the  attention  of  the  author.  Dr. 
Abercrombie,  it  is  well  known,  considers  this  softening 
as  the  termination  of  inflammation  in  the  parts  in 
which  it  is  observed  to  occur.  Dr.  Bennett  hesitates 
to  view  it  as  such,  and  brings  forward  various  argu- 
ments in  support  of  the  opinion  which  lie  is  inclined 
to  take.  After  an  excellent  description  of  this  peculiar 
morbid  change^  he  proceeds  to  show  the  grounds  on 
which  he  is  disposed  to  question  its  inflammatory 
origin.  "The  substance  of  the  brain,"  he  observes, 
"  throughout,  when  the  lesions  of  which  I  am  now 
speaking  are  the  only  ones  met  with,  is  paler,  rather 
than  redder,  than  natural  t  when  this  is  not  the  case, 
there  will  generally  be  found  more  or  less  decided 
evidence  of  inflammation  of  the  membranes.  Although 
sometimes  associated  with  important  changes  in  the 
lining  membrane  of  the  ventricles,  this  degeneration 
of  the  cerebral  matter  is  generally  unaccompanied  by 
anything  more  than  slight  opacity  of  the  arachnoid. 
In  the  simple  cases,  however,  it  will  usually  be  found 
that  the  serous  membrane  lining  the  ventricles  has  not 
lost  its  natural  smooth  and  glistening  appearance, 
and  their  walls  are  in  general  remarkably  white.  But, 
even  when  the  lining  membrane  appears  opaque  and 
tbicke  :ed,  this  is  in  general  owing  simply  to  its  infil- 
tration with  serum  from  contact  with  the  surrounding 
softened  cerebral  matter,  and  the  fluid  in  the  ven- 
tricles." 

With  respect  to  the  turbid  appearance  of  the 
effused  fluid,  which  when  the  softening  is  exten- 
sive, or  the  ventricles  are  carelessly  opened,  is  not 
unfrequently  observed,  Dr.  Bennett  remarks  that 
"  it  depends  on  the  falling  in  of  the  softened  cerebral 
matter,  and  the  mingling  of  the  pulp,  to  which  it  is 
reduced,  with  the  previously  clear  watery  fluid,"  rather 
than  upon  any  admixture  of  coagulable  lymph  or 
purulent  matter  to  which  this  appearance  is  sometimes 
attributed. 

Other  arguments  subsequently  adduced  in  sup- 
port of  the  occasional  non-inflammatory  nature 
of  this  softening  of  the  nervous  centres  so  commonly 
observed  in  hydrocephalus,  are  derived  from  the 
similar  morbid  change  taking  place  in  the  brain  of 


old  people*  which  is  now  very  generally  admitted  to  be 
owing  to  other  causes;  from  the  great  extent  of  the 
degeneration  which  has  sometimes  been  noticed ;  from) 
its  occurrence  under  circumstances  rendering  the 
existence  of  inflammation  improbable,  and  from  its 
being  sometimes  observed  to  be  associated  with  general 
debility  of  the  system,  in  cases  of  phthisis,  for  instance 
in  which  the  lesion  has  been  not  uncommonly  ob- 
served, and  sometimes  without  the  occurrence  of 
previous  cerebral  symptoms.  Examples  of  this  kind 
have  been  noticed  by  Louis,  and  the  same  author  has 
also  related  an  instance  of  sudden  death  occurring  to 
a  person  apparently  in  good  health,  where  extensive 
softening  of  the  central  parts  of  the  brain  was  found. 

In  reference  to  the  recent  microscopical  investiga- 
tions, into  the  nature  of  encephalomacia  or  softening 
of  the  brain,  by  Glage,  Valentin,  and  Dr.  Hoghes 
Bennett,  the  author  observes  tbat  they  are  valu- 
able, "  as  proving  that  morbid  material  changes 
may  exist  in  the  brain  that  are  not  detectable  by  the 
unaided  sight;"  but  that  "  they  by  no  means  prove 
that  the  majority  of  the  cases  of  white  softening  seen  in 
hydrocephalic  diseases  are  of  inflammatory  origin ;  for, 
in  the  first  place,  it  is  not  affirmed  that  the  '  exudation 
corpuscles'  are  seen  in  all  cases  of  white  softening ; 
and,  in  the  next  place,  in  many  instances  in  which  they 
have  been  seen,  there  has  been  no  other  evidence  of 
inflammatory  action,  and  therefore  no  reason  why  we 
should  not  consider  them  merely  as  proofs  of  perverted 
nutritive  action." 

The  morbid  appearances  found  in  tbat  class  of  cases 
in  which  there  are  unquestionable  traces  of  inflam- 
mation, either  of  the  membranes  of  the  brain,  or  within 
the  ventricles,  we  pass  over,  and  proceed  to  turn  our 
attention  to  the  indications  of  scrofulous  action,  con- 
nected with  the  cerebral  organs,  which  constitute  an 
important  feature  in  numerous  cases  of  hydrocephalic 
disease.  Several  highly  interesting  cases  of  tubercular 
disease  of  the  brain  have  been  recorded  in  the  Provincial 
Medical  Journal,by  Dr.  Hennis  Green,  and  the  intimate 
connexion  of  these  cases  with  the  remarks  made  by 
Dr.  Bennett,  on  this  part  of  his  subject,  is  sufficiently 
evident.  Tubercular  degeneration  has  been  assigned 
as  the  most  frequent  cause  of  acute  hydrocephalus,, 
both  by  Dr.  Schweninger  and  M.  Rurz,  and  the  former 
of  these  authors  infers  that  infantile  hydrocephalus 
consists  in  effusion  consequent  on  tubercular  degene- 
ration, and  that  the  meningitis  which  accompanies  it, 
presents  in  itself  nothing  peculiar,  and  though  a 
frequent  complication,  is  not  necessarily  to  be  consi- 
dered as  a  cause.  The  close  connection  between 
hydrocephalus  and  scrofula  has  been  long  and  very 
generally  admitted;  but  it  is  to  Dr.  Hennis  Green  that 
we  are  mainly  indebted  for  pointing  out  the  frequency 
with  which  cerebral  tubercle  accompanies  this  disease. 
Dr.  Bennett  mentions  three  forms  under  which  tuber- 
cular matter  may  be  deposited  in  the  brain  or  its  mem- 
branes. 1st.  That  of  caseous  matter  found  in  patches 
or  extensive  layers,  chiefly  on  the  surface  of  the  pia- 
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mater,  between  tbe  convolutions,  end  usually  moet 
abundant  at  tbe  base  of  tbe  brain,  along  tbe  fissure 
Sylrii,  and  tbe  course  of  the  large  vessels :  2nd,  tbat 
of  granulations  or  miliary  tubercles,  deposited  on  the 
surface  of  the  pia-mater,  either  scattered,  singly,  or 
collected  into  groups  of  various  sixes ;  and  3rd,  tbat  of 
solid  tubercular  matter  in  large  masses  imbedded  in 
different  parts  of  tbe  cerebral  substance.  It  is  tbe 
second  form,  tbat  of  granulations,  which  seems  to  have 
■attracted  tbe  attention  of  M.  Gerhard,  Rufe,  Dr. 
Green,  and  others ;  and  the  frequency  of  which  has 
led  these  authors  to  the  conclusion  that  they  consti- 
tute an  essential  character  of  acute  hydrocephalus. 

The  occurrence  of  tubercular  deposition  in  esses 
of  hydrocephalus  in  other  organs  besides  tbe  brain, 
is  deserving  of  careful  examination,  and  many  curious 
and  valuable  observations  bare  been  collected  respect- 
ing it.  We  regret  that  we  are  unable  here  to  do  more 
than  glance  at  this  important  question.  Our  readers 
will,  however,  do  well  to  pursue  it  for  themselves, 
and  to  refer  to  the  work  of  Dr.  Bennett  for  informa- 
tion upon  this,  as  well  as  upon  several  other  questions 
of  interest  connected  with  tbe  subject,  which  we  are 
compelled  to  pass  over. 

From  the  account  which  we  have  already  given  of  a 
portion  of  the  contents  0/  this  work,  some  judgment 
may  be  formed  of  the  whole.  It  is  with  considerable 
pleasure  that  we  commend  it  to  the  attention  of  our 
readers  as  a  well-digested  summary  of  what  is  known 
on  the  disease  of  which  it  treats. 
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April  6th,  1844. 
J.  M.  Waddy,  Esq.,  M.D.,  in  the  Chair. 

Dr.  Fletcher  exhibited  to  the  Society,  a  heart  taken 
from  a  female  subject,  aged  19,  which  weighed  1  lb. 
11  ounces,  affected  generally  with  hypertrophy  and 
dilatation,  and  ossification  of  the  aortic,  sigmoid,  and 
mitral  valves,  but  with  very  slight  diminution  of  their 
orifices. 

Sept.  4,  1843.— Mary  Ann  Hensham,  aged  19, 
residing  in  Birmingham,  applied  for  relief,  complaining 
of  cough  and  shortness  of  breathing,  which  were 
much  increased  on  any  exertion ;  she  had  been  ill  for 
some  time,  but  had  become  much  worse  latterly.  She 
complained  also  of  pains  in  the  chest,  impaired  appe- 
tite, and  irregularity  of  menstruation.  She  suffered 
from  giddiness,  and  was  generally  weak. 

The  cough  and  expectoration  are  now  severe,  the 
bead  painful,  bowels  constipated,  tongue  coated,  pulse 
quick ;  the  pulsation  of  the  arteries  in  the  left  arm 
almost  absent. 

Examination  of  the  ckeit. — A  very  evident  pulsa- 
tion is  perceived  in  the  right  supra  and  subclavicular 
regions.  Tbe  respiratory  motions  of  the  chest  are 
feeble. 

iVciwton.— The  region  of  the  heart  is  more  extent 
ntvely  dull  than  normal,  the  dulness  extending  upwards 
upon  and  on  each  side  of  the  sternum,  and  to  the 
right  subclavicular  region.    The  other  parts  of  the 


chest  sound  equally  clear,  but  not  generally  so  clear 
as  is  ordinarily  the  case. 

Auscultation. — The  sounds  of  the  heart  are  marked 
by  a  harsh  sawing  sound,  which  is  more  intense  as 
tbe  chest  is  examined  nearer  to  the  right  subclavicular 
region,  where  the  pulsation  has  been  described  as  being 
situated,  and  here  it  is  of  a  very  harsh  sawing  cha- 
racter, accompanying  the  first  sound  of  the  heart,  and 
in  its  prolongation  assuming  a  regurgitating  character. 
The  respiration  is  rather  more  feeble  on  the  left.side 
than  on  tbe  right,  and  accompanied  in  all  parts  with  a 
mucous  rattle. 

The  pulsations  of  the  right  carotid  and  subclavian 
much  more  intense  than  the  left,  and  they  seemed  as 
large  again  in  calibre. 

Under  the  remedies  used  tbe  bronchitis  gradually  sub- 
sided, and  the  general  aspect  of  the  patient  appeared 
better.  During  the  last  two  months  of  her  existence  she 
gradually  got  worse  in  every  respect.  General 
anasarca  came  on,  the  urine  became  scanty,  but 
was  not  albuminous ;  and  three  days  before  death  the 
pulsation  and  thrilling  in  the  right  clavicular  regions 
entirely  ceased.  She  died  on  the  18th  of  January, 
1844,  at  half-past  eleven,  p.m. 

Post  mortem  examination,  January  21st,  8  a.m., 
fifty-six  hours  after  death. 

Body  emaciated,  decomposition  commencing.  Head 
not  examined. 

Chest: — Adhesions  of  the  right  pleura  at  its  diaph- 
ragmatic portion.  Lungs  healthy,  but  compressed  by 
the  heart  and  contents  of  the  pericardium,  which  occu- 
pied the  whole  anterior  part,  of  the  chest.  The 
pericardium,  previous  to  its  being  opened,  extended 
anteriorly  from  the  upper  to  the  lower  part  of  the 
chest,  and  measured  at  least  four  inches  across  in  all 
situations.  It  did  not  contain  more  than  an  ounce  of 
fluid. 

The  heart  was  vtry  much  enlarged,  and  when  freed 
from  blood,  weighed  1  lb.  Uoz.  Its  greater  size  is  prin- 
cipally formed  by  the  left  ventricle.  The  right  auricle 
dilated. about  one  half  above  its  normal  size.  Tricuspid 
valves  healthy.  Right  ventricle  normal,  but  situated 
at  the  upper  and  right  side  of  the  enormously  byper- 
trophied  and  dilated  left  ventricle.  Semilunar  valves 
of  the  pulmonary  artery  healthy.  Left  auricle  dilated 
to  about  double  its  normal  size.  Mitral  valve  thick- 
ened and  ossified ;  the  aperture  of  communication 
between  the  anricle  and  ventricle  contracted  about  a 
third  less  than  normal.  Cords  tendiness  and  columns 
earnest  of  the  valve,  thickened.  Left  ventricle  enor- 
mously dilated,  and  its  valves  very  much  thickened. 
This  ventricle  seems  to  form  the  principal  portion  of 
tbe  heart,  the  right  ventricle  and  auricles  being 
attached  as  appendages ;  it  was  situated  in  tbe  middle 
df  the  chest  under  the  sternum,  and  by  its  increased 
size  bad  forced  tbe  right  auricle  up  into  the  inner 
portions  of  the  right  supra  and  sub-clavicular 
regtone,  into  the  situation  in  which  the  pulsations 
existed  during  life.  The  aortic  semilunar  valves 
thickened,  and  ossified;  the  aperture  of  the  aorta 
ibout  normal.  The  ascending  norm  dilated,  the  arteria 
innommata,  tbe  right  common  carotid  in  its  whole 
courts?  *ad  the  commencement  of  the  right  subcla- 
vian dilated  to  about  double  their  size. 

AbSammt— liver  enlarged  and  congested, .  all  the 
other  organs  of  this  cavity  and  of  tbe  pelvis  healthy. . 
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Dr.  Fletcher  said,  that  this  case  presented  points  of 
great  interest  in  the  similarity  of  the  physical  signs  it 
afforded  to  those  which  would  have  been  present  in 
an  aneurism  of  the  arch  of  the  aorta,  attended  with 
dilatation  of  the  arteria  innominata,  and  its  divisions — 
namely,  pulsation  aod  various  sounds  In  the  right  sub 
and  supra-clavicular  regions ;  dulness  on  percussion  in 
the  same  situation,  and  underneath  the  upper  part  of 
the  sternum;  a  difference  in  the  decree  of  respira- 
tion in  the  two  sides  of  the  chest,  and  in  the  pulsations 
of  the  arteries  at  the  wrists.  It  must  also  be  borne  in 
mind  that  this  patient  complained  of  pains  in  the 
chest,  difficulty  of  breathing,  and  all  the  symptoms 
common  to  obstruction  to  the  functions  of  respiration 
and  circulation  of  the  blood.  Indeed  the  only  draw* 
back  upon  a  diagnosis  in  this  case,  of  an  aneurism  of 
the  arch  of  the  aorta,  with  dilatation  of  the  innominata 
and  its  branches,  pressing  upon  some  portion  of  the 
left  bronchus,  and  also  upon  the  left  subclavian  artery, 
appears  to  be  the  cessation  of  all  pulsations  in  the 
clavicular  regions  just  a  few  days  previous  to  death. 

Mr.  Elkington  addressed  the  Society  in  the  following 
remarks : — 
\^  The  first  preparation  I  have  to  present  to  the  Society 
is  a  specimen  of  tubular  polypus  of  the  rectum.  Hie 
patient  from  which  it  was  removed  was  a  child  four- 
teen months  old.  It  had  been  ill  three  months ;  was 
frequently  troubled  with  diarrhoea  and  vomiting,  which 
were  ttiought  to  arise  from  teething.  I  saw  the  child 
with  nay  brother,  on  Friday  evening,  March  8th.  There 
was  at  that  time  a  small  substance  hanging  down  from 
the  rectum,  about  one  inch  in  length.  It  had  very 
much  the  appearance  of  the  end  of  a  lumbricus  j  the 
end  being  curved  towards  the  perineum.  On  passing 
the  finger  into  the  rectum,  it  was  found  to  be  from  two 
to  three  inches  long,  and  attached  to  the  right  side, 
about  two  inches  above  the  anus.  It  had  only  passed 
through  the  anus  that  day.  The  child  was  very  pale 
and  restless,  and  constantly  vomiting  and  straining ; 
the  pulse  quick  and  feeble.  When  my  brother  called 
the  next  day,  he  found  rather  more  of  the  substance 
down,  and  slight  prolapsus  of  the  gut,  which  he 
returned. 

Sunday,  March  10th. — We  found  about  three  inches 
of  the  intestine  down,  and  the  whole  of  the  polypus 
external,  its  attachment  being  fully  exposed.  It  was 
rather  conical  in  shape,  the  apex  being  thinner  than  the 
base,  or  the  part  attached  to  the  mucous  membrane. 
Above  its  upper  surface  there  was  a  deep  sulcus,  but  by 
putting  the  membrane  on  the  stretch,  its  attachment 
could  be  exposed  both  above  and  below.  It  felt  tubular, 
and  had  something  the  appearance  of  the  appendix 
caecum.  The  child  vomited  frequently,  was  constantly 
straining,  and  each  effort  forced  down  more  of  tlse 
intestine  ;  it  was  restless,  and  constantly  tossing  itself 
about;  the*pul*e  very  feeble.  The  only  chance  of 
saving  the  child  appeared  to  be  the  removal  of  the 
polypus.  My  brother  tied  a  ligature  round  it,  and 
then  cut  it  off.  He  then  returned  the  intestine,  and 
applied  a  pad  and  bandage.  Immediate  relief  was 
obtained ;  the  sickness  and  straining  abated,  and 
the  child  gradually  improved.  In  less  than  a  week  H 
was  convalescent.  The  day  after  the  operation  there 
was  slight  prolapsus,  but  it  was  easily  retained,  and  did 
not  occur  again. 
The  next  preparation  is  a  specimen  of  ossification  of 


both  uterine  arteries  and  scirrhusof  the  ovary.  It  was 
removed  from  a  poor  woman,  aged  65,  who  was  found 
dead  in  her  room.  On  examination  of  the  body,  it  was 
found  that  she  bad  died  of  apoplexy  from  rupture 
of  the  basilary  artery.  There  was  ossification  of  the 
vertebral,  splenic,  and  other  arteries.  The  uterine 
artery  on  each  side,  you  will  perceive,  is  ossified 
throughout  its  extent,  and  there  is  scirrhus  enlargement 
of  each  ovary  ;  the  right  is  about  the  size  of  a  pigeon's 
egg ;  the  left  smaller.  When  cut  into,  it  was  found 
to  be  of  a  semi-cartilaginous  texture. 

Mr.   Simons  presented  a  sketch  of  the  head  of  a      S 
monstrosity,  in  which  the  right  orbit  and  right  side  of 
the  face  was  occupied  by  a  soft  pulpy  tumour,  and 
gave  the  following  particulars  of  the  case  :— 

In  the  beginning  of  March,  I  was  called  to  Mrs. 
H — ,  a  very  fine  and  healthy  woman,  then  in  labour 
with  her  sixth  child.  Upon  examination  the  os  uteri 
was  fully  dilated,  the  membranes  very  tense  and  dis- 
tending the  vagina ;  I  could  not  feel  the  presenting  part. 
I  tried  by  the  usual  means  to  rupture  the  membranes, 
but  they  would  not  give  way.  After  satisfying  myself 
that  it  was  not  the  bladder,  I  passed  a  pair  of  scissors 
along  my  finger  and  punctured  them.  I  then  passed 
my  hand  onwards,  felt  the  child's  hand,  and,  with  little 
difficulty,  (my  hand  having  prevented  the  discbarge  of 
the  water,)  turned,  when  I  waited  the  action  of  the 
uterus.  The  child  was  expelled  in  about  ten  minutes. 
There  was  an  immense  quantity  of  liquid 

The  child,  a  male,  was  fully  formed  and  well 
developed  in  the  left  aide  of  the  face,  the  whole  of  the 
trunk  and  extremities.  The  malformation  concerned 
the  head  and  right  side  of  the  face.  Viewed  externally, 
the  whole  arch  of  the  cranial  bones  was  deficient,  the 
top  of  the  bead  being  flat  and  shelving  from  the  level 
of  the  eyes,  backwards  to  the  usual  level  of  the  occipital 
protuberance;  this  was  covered  with  a  hairy  scalp, 
under  which  appeared  a  lamina  of  bone.  On  the 
right  side  of  the  face  there  appears  an  entire  absence 
of  the  superior  maxillary  bone,  frontal  bone,  malar 
bone,  alas  of  the  nose,  orbit,  eye,  and  ear,  and  occupying 
this  space  and  the  anterior  third  of  the  right  side  of 
the  cranium,  there  is  a  large  fungous-looking  mass, 
yielding  to  the  touch,  of  the  consistence  of  brain.  The 
mouth  was  wide  open,  the  under  lip  perfect,  and  the 
lower  jaw  well  formed.  This  fungous-looking  mass 
appears  to  commence  in  the  mouth  from  the  back  part 
of  the  palate,  then  comes  forward  to  the  middle  of 
the  upper  lip,  passing  over  which,  it  is  attached  to  the 
right  side  of  the  nose,  which  is  very  imperfectly  formed, 
up  to  about  the  superciliary  ridge  of  the  frontal  bone  ; 
it  then  passes  over  the  right  temple  to  about  the  situa- 
tion of  the  malar  bone,  where  it  again  dips  down  into 
the  month,  the  mouth  on  this  side  extending  itself  up 
to  that  situation.  This  fungous  mass  was  covered  by 
a  thin  vascular  membrane  continuous  with  the  com- 
mon integument,  which  terminated  abruptly  around 
its  base.  Its  colour  was  deep  red;  its  size  after  death, 
that  of  a  large  hen's  egg ;  during  life  it  was  much  larger. 
Instead  of  an  ear  on  the  right  side,  there  is  only  a 
fleshy  appendage,  in  shape  somewhat  similar  to  the 
ear,  but  neither  cartilaginous  nor  more  than  one  quarter 
the  size  of  the  other  ear,  which  is  perfect ;  there  is  no 
eye  nor  vestige  of  one  on  this  side.  The  child  cried 
strongly  immediately  alter  birth.  The  left  eye,  which 
is  very  prominent,  was  well  formed,  but  much  con- 
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gested.  I  beld  the  candle  near  to  the  eye,  bat  conld 
not  see  whether  the  pupil  was  affected  by  it;  bnt  the 
child  exhibited  feelings  of  uneasiness,  endeavoured  to 
close  the  eyelids,  and  threw  its  head  back.  Pressure 
upon  the  tumour  did  not  appear  to  give  more  pain  or 
uneasiness  than  pressure  upon  any  other  part  of  the 
body ;  I  neither  saw  nor  felt  any  pulsation  in  it  The 
child  was  constantly  moaning  and  throwing  its  head 
back,  with  a  convulsive  motion.  I  did  not  observe 
any  convulsive  motions  in  the  extremities.  The  next 
morning,  it  was  still  alive,  had  been  crying  all  night,  and 
had  not  passed  either  fasces  or  water.  The  whole  of 
the  body  was  much  swollen,  and  of  a  mixed  red  and 
leaden  hue ;  the  muscles  were  very  hard  and  rigid,  the 
joints  of  the  extremities  stiff,  the  eye  dull  and  devoid  of 
moisture.  I  could  place  the  point  of  my  finger  on  the 
front  of  the  eye,  without  appearing  to  give  the  least 
pain,  or  the  child  attempting  to  close  the  lids.  In 
the  middle  of  the  day  the  child  appeared  about  the 
same,  with  the  exception  that  the  limbs  were  more 
pliable,  but  still  hard.  I  attempted  to  feed  it,  but  in 
doing  so  almost  suffocated  it ;  it  continued  in  the  same 
condition  until  the  next  morning,  when  it  died,  having 
lived  about  sixty  hours. 

The  dissection  was  hasty  and  imperfect  from 
unavoidable  circumstances.  The  pericranium  extended 
over  the  mass  from  the  bones  of  the  head,  as  a  firm  dense 
membrane;  the  occipital  bone  was  very  imperfect;  the 
parietal  bones  were  imperfect,  overlaping  each  other, 
and  curled  up  in  front  to  make  way  for  the  contents  of 
the  tumour.  The  frontal  bone  seemed  entirely  deficient, 
so  that  the  left  eye  had  no  bony  roof.  The  base  of  the 
scull  was  much  contracted,  and  contained  little  more  of 
the  brain  than  the  medulla  oblongata  and  the  cerebellum. 
The  tumour  contained  a  small  imperfectly-formed 
brain,  which  passed  out  of  the  skull  through  an  open- 
ing left  by  the  deficiency  of  the  greater  part  of  the 
superior  maxillary  bone,  the  malar,  and  frontal  bones. 
The  brain  consisted  of  a  few  large  convolutions,  it  was 
divided  by  the  falx  (in  which  existed  the  sinus)  into 
two  hemispheres,  of  which  the  left  consisted  of  two 
lobes.  Of  the  structure  of  the  brain  I  can  say  nothing, 
it  was  so  soft  and  pulpy,  and  so  much  injured  by  the 
very  difficult  and  hasty  dissection,  that  we  were  obliged 
to  content  ourselves  with  noticing  these  few  peculi- 
arities. 

A  sketch  was  exhibited,  which  gave  a  most  faithful 
representation  of  the  appearance  of  the  child's  head. 

Mr.  George  Elkington  then  presented  to  the  Society 

^       a  fungoid  tumour  from  the  scapula ;  a  fungoid  tumour 

from  the  groin  ;  and  a  portion  of  lung,  in  which  fungoid 

disease  was  developed,  taken  from  a  patient,  of  whom 

he  gave  the  following  particulars. 

John  Dagmore,  aged  38,  manufacturer  of  measuring 
tapes,  first  consulted  me  on  the  2nd  of  September, 
1843,  in  consequence  of  pains  in  his  left  shoulder, 
extending  over  the  region  of  the  scapula,  and  down  the 
arm.  He  stated  that  he  had  felt  them  coming  on  for 
a  month  or  six  weeks,  but  that  they  continued  to  get 
worse.  He  considered  them  of  a  rheumatic  character, 
and  had  been  using  various  remedies,  suggested  by  his 
friends,  without  obtaining  relief.  He  also  complained 
that  his  cough,  to  which  he  had  occasionally  been 
subject  for  some  years,  and  which  was  owing  to 
alight  bronchial  inflammation,  was  worse,  and  greatly 
increased  the  pains  in  his  shoulder  and  arm.    He  at 


the  same  time  directed  my  attention  to  a  small  tumour 
in  the  left  groin,  which  was  about  the  size  of  a  small 
walnut,  very  hard,  not  painful  nor  tender  on  pressure, 
and  firmly  attached  posteriorly.  I  was  particularly 
struck  on  bis  entering  the  room  with  his  altered 
appearance ;  usually  thin,  and  of  pale  complexion,  his 
countenance  was  shrunk,  and  expressive  of  anxiety  and 
suffering.  I  simply  ordered  him  an  anodyne  embroca- 
tion until  I  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  him  more 
particularly. 

I  saw  him  at  home  a  few  days  afterwards,  and  on 
examination  discovered  a  tumour  occupying  the  lower 
third  of  the  infra-spinous  fossa  of  the  left  scapula ;  it 
was  rather  flattened,  its  posterior  surface  being  convex, 
about  three-quarters  of  an  inch  thick  in  the  centre,  and 
becoming  gradually  thinner  towards  the  margin  of  the 
scapula.  The  skin  was  not  at  all  discoloured  ;  the 
tumour  had  a  slightly  elastic  feel,  was  tender  on 
pressure,  and  appeared  to  be  simply  attached  to  the 
scapula,  with  which  it  could  be  moved  in  any  direction, 
but  independent  of  which  it  could  not  be  moved  at  all. 
The  pains  he  complained  of  in  the  shoulder  and  arm, 
appeared  evidently  connected  with  this  tumour,  and 
were  greatly  increased  by  any  friction  or  pressure 
upon  it. 

Having  attended  his  mother  about  two  years 
before  with  malignant  disease,  (medullary  sarcoma  of 
the  clavicle,)  and  considering  from  bis  general 
appearace,  and  the  examination  I  had  made  of  the 
tumours,  that  they  were  most  probably  of  the  same 
character,  I  advised  him  not  to  apply  anything  to  the 
tumours,  and  simply  prescribed  anodynes  to  relieve  his 
pain,  and  palliatives  for  bis  cough.  The  tumour  in  the 
back  gradually  increased  in  size,  involving  more  of 
the  scapula  as  it  extended  upwards  towards  the  spine 
of  that  bone,  and  becoming  more  prominent  towards 
the  axillary  margin.  The  pain  in  the  arm  became 
gradually  worse,  and  extended  lower  down,  to  the 
elbow,  and  sometimes  to  the  fingers ;  the  tumour  also 
increased  in  tenderness,  so  that  he  was  scarcely  able  to 
bear  the  pressure  of  his  clothes.  The  tumour  in  the 
groin  remained  stationary  for  some  time,  and  did  not 
afford  him  any  uneasiness ;  it  then  became  more  super- 
ficial and  moveable,  its  surface  assumed  an  uneven  or 
tuberculous  appearance,  the  cutaneous  vessels  immedi- 
ately over  and  around  it  gradually  increased  in  size 
and  number,  and  shortly  before  his  death  he  expe- 
rienced considerable  tenderness  in  it,  with  occasional 
pains  shooting  down  the  fore  part  of  the  thigh. 

The  progress  of  the  case  exhibited  no  particular  feature 
until  a  fortnight  before  his  death,  when  on  getting  out 
of  bed  he  was  suddenly  seized  with  an  acute  pain  in 
the  middle  of  the  dorsal  region  of  the  spine,  from 
thence  shooting  forwards  through  the  right  breast. 
This  was  accompanied  with  violent  dyspnoea,  swollen 
and  livid  condition  of  the  face  and  extremities  of  the 
fingers.  For  some  hours  his  face  remained  quite 
purple,  almost  amounting  to  blackness ;  the  eyes  were 
prominent,  as  if  ready  to  start  from  their  sockets,  and 
the  expression  of  his  countenance  was  one  of  extreme 
agony.  He  was  for  several  hours  quite  unconscious,  his 
body  bedewed  with  a  cold  perspiration,  the  pulse  rapid, 
very  small  and  compressible,  and  he  appeared  as  if 
every  minute  would  terminate  his  life.  Morphia  with 
sulphuric  sstber,  ammonia  and  brandy,  were  adminis- 
tered pretty  freely,  and  in  about  eight  or  ten  hours  he 
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.  manifested  a  little  improvement,  The  breathing 
became  a  little  more  tranquil,  the  lividity  of  the 
countenance  diminished,  and  he  was  able  to  effect  a 
slight  change  of  position,  which  he  could  not  endure 
before,  remaining  in  a  sitting  position,  with  his  body 
bent  a  little  forwards.  Consciousness  gradually  ^re- 
turned ;  first  talking  incoherently,  and  then  for  a  short 
time  in  a  collected  manner,  relapsing  soon  again  into 
a  state  of  coma.  The  following  day  he  appeared 
much  relieved,  he  got  some  comfortable  sleep  in  the 
night,  his  breathing  was  easier,  the  pain  diminished  in 
severity,  and  the  expression  of  his  countenance  was 
much  improved.  He  now  complained  of  a  burning 
sensation  in  the  right  breast,  and  still  felt  the  pains 
shooting  through  from  the  spine.  From  this  period  to 
his  death  he  continued  to  suffer  great  pain,  with  occa- 
sional mitigations.  During  the  last  few  days  he 
became  extremely  restless,  wishing  to  be  moved 
from  one  room  to  another,  and  the  day  before  his 
death,  dressed  and  came  down  stairs.  1  saw  him  the 
evening  before  he  died ;  he  was  then  down  stairs,  but 
wore  every  aspect  of  approaching  death ;  his  pulse  was 
scarcely  perceptible,  countenance  wild  and  anxious, 
delirious  at  intervals,  and  extremely  restless  and 
impatient. 

Past  mortem  examination  of  John  Dagmore. — Body 
considerably  emaciated.  The  tumours  in  the  groin 
and  shoulder  were  dissected  out ;  the  former  was  found 
to  be  firmly  adherent  posteriorly  to  the  femoral  ves- 
sels, the  latter  was  solely  connected  to  the  scapula, 
involving  about  two-thirds  of  the  infra-spinous  fossa 
of  that  bone.  On  making  a  section  of  these  tumours 
they  were  found  to  be  of  the  same  character,  each 
presenting  a  reddish  appearance,  and  becoming  rather 
more  of  a  yellow  colour  towards  the  centre.  They 
cut  pretty  firm  towards  the  surface,  but  were  rather 
softer  in  the  middle,  where  they  had  a  medullary 
consistence,  the  outer  part  being  firmer,  and  not  very 
unlike  the  structure  of  the  pancreas.  The  tumour  in 
the  groin  was  rather  firmer  than  the  one  in  connection 
with  the  scapula,  and  its  external  surface  was  more 
uneven.  The  tumour  from  the  scapula  was  free  from 
bony  matter  except  at  the  upper  half  of  its  margin, 
where  the  two  layers  of  compact  tissue  forming  the 
dorsum  of  the  scapula,  appeared  to  separate  and 
diverge  from  each  other,  terminating  in  an  irregular 
edge  which  projected  a  little  way  into  the  substance  of 
the  tumour,  the  periosteum  being  continued  over  the 
surface  of  the  tumour,  and  forming  a  distinct  capsule, 
which  invested  and  firmly  adhered  to  it.  The  trian- 
gular space  left  between  the  diverging  lamina?  of  the 
scapula,  contained  numerous  spicula?  of  bone  which 
gradually  diminished,  and  a  short  distance  from  the 
circumference  of  the  tumour  entirely  disappeared. 
From  this  arrangement  of  parts  it  would  appear  that 
the  morbid  deposit  first  commenced  in  the  cellular. 
texture  of  the  bone,  causing  separation  of  the  compact 
lamina?,  and  then  entire  absorption  of  them,  together 
with  the  intervening  cellular  texture. 

On  opening  the  chest,  some  old  adhesions  were 
observed  between  the  pleura?  on  the  right  side  \  the 
posterior  part  of  the  right  lung  was  very  dark,  being , 
much  gorged  with  blood,  and  at  the  upper  part  of'  the 
posterior  edge  a  hard  tumour  was  felt  about  the  site 
of  a  large-  walnut.  On  making  a  section  of  it,  the 
divided  surface  presented  a  mottled  appearance,  being 


of  a  yellowish  colour  in  the  centre,  with  a  number  of 
vascular,  tubercular  points,  and  towards  the  circum- 
ference it  was  of  a  deep  purple  or  dark  red  colour, 
intermixed  with  yellow.  In  the  centre  was  a  small 
cavity,  containing  about  four  and  a  half  drachms  of 
glairy  fluid,  of  a  greenish  yellow  colour.  This  tumour 
appeared  similar  to  those  found  on  the  external  part 
of  the  body,  but  was  rather  softer,  and  in  some  parts 
more  vascular.  The  pulmonary  tissue  immediately 
surrounding  it  was  of  a  very  dark  red  colour.  The 
bronchial  tubes  contained  a  considerable  quantity  of 
mucus,  and  their  lining  membrane  was  more  vascular 
than  natural.  The  Jungs  were  otherwise  healthy. 
The  viscera  of  the  abdomen  were  healthy.  The  brain 
was  not  examined. 

The  interest  of  the  preceding  case  is  much  increased 
from  its  connection  with  the  one  before  related, 
the  subject  of  which  was  the  mother  of  this  indi- 
vidual. The  structure  of  the  tumours  in  each  case 
appeared  of  the  same  character,  but  their  progress 
was  somewhat  different.  The  disease  was  confined  to 
one  locality,  the  right  clavicle,  in  the  mother,  and 
proceeded  more  rapidly  to  its  termination,  whilst  in 
the  son  it  proceeded  more  slowly,  and  was  simul- 
taneously developed  in  distant  parts  of  the  body.  The 
integuments  soon  became  disorganized  in  the  mother's 
case,  and  ulcerated,  considerable  haemorrhage  taking 
place  from  the  ulcerated  surface.  There  was  also  one 
other  peculiar  feature  in  this  case,  viz.,  its  sudden 
appearance.  When  I  was  called  to  her  it  was  about 
the  size  of  a  chesnut,  and  had  only  been  discovered 
half  an  hour,  the  person  who  was  in  the  habit  of 
washing  and  dressing  her,  confidently  assuring  me  that 
there  was  not  the  slightest  appearance  of  any  tumour 
two  day*  before.  She  had  however  complained  of 
aching  pains  in  the  arm  and  shoulder  for  some  weeks, 
and  it  would  appear  that  the  disease  commenced 
here,  as  in  the  tumour  removed  from  the  shoulder  of 
the  son,  in  the  cellular  structure  of  the  bone,  that  it 
gradually  distended  and  attenuated  the  compact 
tissue,  and  that  as  soon  as  this  gave  way  the  diseased 
mass  within  immediately  protruded,  forming  a  kind  of 
hernial  tumour,  and  thus  accounting  for  its  very  sud- 
den appearance. 

Dr.  Fletcher  then  exhibited  to  the  Society  the  head 
of  a  femur,  of  which  a  section  had  been  made,  and 
portions  of  the  lumbar  vertebra?,  together  with  the 
spleen,  in  which  was  a  small  abscess,  taken  from  the 
body  of  a  young  girl  named  Ellen  Barton,  who  bad 
suffered  from  a  large  psoas  abscess,  from  the  effects  of  * 
which  she  had  died  on  the  28th  of  December,  1845. 

She  became  a  patient  at  the  General  Dispensary, 
about  three  months  previous  to  her  death,  when  there 
was  great  emaciation  and  constitutional  irritation. 
The  right  thigh  was  rigidly  flexed  inwards,  and  anteriorly 
to  the  opposite  thigh,  by  the  contractions  of  the  psoas 
and  iliacus  and  its  adductor  muscles.  No  enlarge- 
ment about  the  joint  was  discovered,  nor  fluctuation, 
nor  any  enlargement  in  any  situation,  until  about  a 
month  before  she  died,  when  it  was  discovered  that 
the  right  flank  was  thicker  then  the  left.  This  rapidly 
increased  and  extended  downwards  into  the  inguinal, 
and  upwards  into  the  lumbar,  regions,  and  projected 
outwards  over  the  ilium,  within  a  week  from  the 
time  the  thickness  in  the  flank  was  discovered,  and 
fluctuation  became  very  distinct.    A  small  puncture 
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was  made  into  it  in  the  lumbar  region,  which  gave 
issue  to  upwards  of  a  quart  of  very  foetid  pus ;  when, 
at  first,  she  seemed  to  improve,  but  afterwards  became 
weaker,  emaciation  and  constitutional  irritation  still 
increasing  in  spite  of  tonics,  and  a  generous  diet  with 
porter  and  wine.  A  large  quantity  of  foetid  pus  was 
daily  discharged  from  the  puncture  up  to  the  time  of 
her  death. 

Pott-mortem  examination,  December  30, 1843,  thirty- 
six  hours  after  death.  Body,  extremely  emaciated,  not 
decomposed.  Head: — Not  examined.  Chest: — This 
cavity  much  encroached  upon  by  the  diaphragm  being 
pushed  upwards  by  a  very  much  enlarged  liver.  Right 
lung  healthy.  Pleura  adhered  at  the  lower  part ;  four 
ounces  of  purulent  fluid  in  its  cavity.  Left  lung 
healthy,  but  compressed.  "Firm  and  old  adhesions  of 
the  pleura  which  were  so  general  as  completely 
to  obliterate  its  cavity.  Heart  and  large  vessels 
healthy.  Abdomen : — Liver  twice  as  large  as  uormal, 
fatty,  and  soft  in  consistence.  Spleen  normal  in  size 
and  in  structure,  with  the  exception  of  a  small 
abscess  which  existed  in  its  anterior  portion,  having 
a  thick  cyst,  and  containing  thick  pus.  Pancreas 
healthy.  Stomach  very  much  contracted.  Intestines 
healthy.  Right  kidney  large  but  healthy.  Left  kidney 
normal.  Ureter,  bladder,  and  genital  apparatus, 
healthy. 

A  large  abscess  occupied  the  left  inguinal  region, 
and  extended  up  as  high  as  the  origin  of  the  psoas 
muscle,  which,  together  with  the  internal  iliac 
muscle  of  the  same  side,  was  softened  and  atrophied. 
Their  structure  seemed  quite  destroyed  ;  the  abscess 
extended  also  along  their  combined  tendons  down  to 
their  insertion  into  the  lesser  trochanter  of  the  femur. 
The  Inmbar  vertebras,  fossa  of  the  os  ilium,  the  grooves 
of  the  os  pubis  in  which  the  tendons  of  the  psoas  and 
iliacus  pass,  and  the  lesser  trochanter  of  the  femur, 
at  the  insertion  of  these  tendons,  were  much  corroded, 
and  denuded  of  their  periosteum  ;  otherwise  these 
bones  appeared  healthy.  The  abscess  was  very  large 
in  extent,  it  occupied  nearly  all  the  posterior  part  of 
the  right  side  of  the  abdominal  cavity,  and  was  capable 
of  containing  considerably  upwards  of  a  quart  of  pus. 

Dr.  Fletcher  said  that  the  origin  of  this  disease 
seemed  obscure,  inasmuch  as  there  was  no  tubercular 
deposit  in  any  of  the  organs  of  the  body,  nor  other 
evidence  of  strumous  diathesis,  upon  which  lumbar 
and  psoas  abscesses  usually  depended. 

Dr.  Fletcher  then  exhibited  an  enlarged  heart,  taken 
from  a  girl  nine  years  old ;  all  the  cavities  seemed 
equally  dilated ;  the  right  auriculo-ventricular  aperture 
was  dilated  to  a  very  great  extent,  and  the  valves 
closed  it  imperfectly.  She  had  formerly  had  a  severe 
attack  of  rheumatism,  and  had  ever  since  been 
troubled  with  palpitations  of  the  heart,  there  was  a 
rushing  souffle  most  audible  at  the  apex  of  the  right 
ventricle  at  each  systole  of  the  heart.  She  was  the 
subject  of  general  anasarca  and  much  shortness  of 
breathing,  the  urine  was  very  scanty,  and  previous  to 
death  became  slightly  albuminous. 

On  examination  of  the  body,  the  heart  was  the  only 
organ  found  diseased  to  any  extent ;  its  state  was  as 
above  described,  and  the  kidneys  were  congested  with 
blood,  but  did  not  appear  granular.  All  the  other 
viscera  of  the  chest,  abdomen,  and  pelvis  were  fairly 


healthy,  except  the  lungs,  which  were  congested.   The 
head  was  not  examined. 

Mr.  Clayton  then  brought  before  the  notice  of  the     / 
Society  a  specimen  of  strumous  disease  of  the  hip*  V 
joint,  which  had  been   taken   from  a  patient  of  Mr. 
Hodgson  in  the  General  Hospital,  and  read  the  following 
statement  of  the  case : — 

Ellen  Southall,  aged  13,  living  at  Oldswinford,  was 
admitted  into  the  General  Hospital  on  the  23rd  of 
March,  1844,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Hodgson.  She 
states  that  about  two  years  and  a  half  ago  she  first 
felt  her  hip  stiff  and  a  little  painful,  but  was  able  to 
walk  aboat  until  twelve  months  ago,  when  her  hip 
became  extremely  painful,  and  presented  the  appear- 
ances it  does  at  the  present  time ;  she  was  also  much 
troubled  with  cough  ,'and  tightness  of  the  chest. 

Present  state.  She  is  very  emaciated  and  exsan- 
guineous.  The  right  thigh  is  projected  forwards,  and 
she  rests  on  the  tips  of  her  toes.  The  hip  appears  as 
if  it  was  dislocated  on  to  the  dorsum  of  the  ilium, 
forming  a  considerable  prominence  there.  Percussion 
and  auscultation  of  the  chest  gave  the  usual  signs  of 
phthisis.  An  anodyne  treatment  was  adopted,  but 
without  benefit,  as  she  sank  ou  the  4th  of  April. 

Sectio  Cadaveris.  Body  much  emaciated.  Head 
not  examined. 

Chest : — Lungs  studded  with  tubercles  throughout; 
some  crude,  others  in  a  softened  state.  Heart  healthy. 
The  liver  was  fatty  ;  all  the  other  viscera  healthy. 

Hip  joint : — The  capsular  ligament  was  thin  but 
entire.  There  was  a  considerable  quantity  of  pus  in 
the  cavity  of  the  joint.  The  cartilages  were  destroyed 
and  the  head  of  the  bone  ulcerated.  The  ligamentum 
teres  was  also  destroyed,  but  the  bone  was  retained  in 
its  situation  by  adhesions,  which  were  very  general. 
The  acetabulum  was  ulcerated,  so  that  there  was  a 
communication  between  the  joint  and  a  large  abscess 
which  lay  between  the  internal  part  of  the  pelvis  and 
the  deep  pelvic  fascia  and  peritoneum.  The  cancel- 
lated structure  of  the  femur,  as  also  that  of  the  bones 
of  the  pelvis,  were  highly  vascular,  and  so  soft  as  to  be 
readily  cut  through  with  a  knife. 


PROVINCIAL    MEDICAL    AND    SURGICAL 

ASSOCIATION. 

(Meeting  of  the  Suffolk  Branch.) 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Suffolk  Branch  of  the 
Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association  was  held 
at  the  Guildhall,  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  on  Friday,  the 
7th  of  June. 

Among  the  members  present,  were — Dr.  Probart, 
Dr.  Ranking,  Dr.  Hake,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Creed,  and 
Mr.  Wing,  Bury  St.  Edmund's ;  Dr.  Bedingfield,  Mr. 
Bree,  and  Mr.  Freeman,  Stowmarket ;  Mr.  Peck,  New* 
market ;  Mr.  Mudd,  Hadleigh  ;  Mr.  Ebden,  Haughley  ; 
Mr.  Cutfabert,  Mendlesham;  Mr.  King,  Hartest;  Mr. 
Vincent,  Botesdale  ;  Mr.  Kent,  Walsham. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bree,  seconded  by  Mr.  Kent, 
Dr.  Ranking  was  called  to  the  Chair,  and  commenced 
the  proceedings  by  reading  an  Address,  in  which  he 
took  a  review  of  the  progress  of  the  science  of  medi- 
cine during  the  past  year. 

Two  cases  of  acne  indurate,  cured  by  an  ointment  of 
the  ioduret  of  sulphur,  were  then  read  by  Dr.  Durrant, 
of  Ipswich. 
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The  observations  of  Dr.  Bedingfield,  of  Stowmarket, 
on  a  case  of  warty  excrescences,  arising  from  the 
rima  glottidis,  and  on  urinary  calculi  which  followed, 
we  here  subjoin. 

OiNTLBMBN,— A  case  has  been  recently  published  by 
Dr.  Stokes,  in  the  Dublin  Medical  Press,  and  reprinted  in 
the  Lancet  and  other  journals.  The  case  is  of  a  highly 
interesting  character,  and,  I  believe,  of  rare  occur- 
rence: at  all  events,  I  have  only  met  with  one  similar 
to  it  in  the  course  of  my  practice ;  and  it  struck  me, 
as  I  was  leaving  home,  that  there  might  be  some  gen- 
tlemen present  at  this  meeting  who  would  be  gratified 
by  having  an  opportunity  afforded  them  of  inspecting 
a  preparation  of  the  morbid  parts.  I  allude,  gentle- 
xnea,  to  a  case  in  which  the  Rima  Glottidis  was  closed 
by  "Warty  Vegetations." 

The  parts  which  I  have  now  the  pleasure  to  submit 
to  your  examination,  were  taken  about  twelve  months 
ago- from  a  boy  of  seven  years  of  age.  With  the  early 
history  I  am  unacquainted ;  but  when  the  patient  first 
cane  under  my  observation  he  was  labouring  under 
nearly  all  the  symptoms  so  graphically  described  by 
Dr.  Stokes ;  that  is  to  say,  "  He  was  extremely  emaci- 
ated—his countenance  pale — lips  blue — mouth,  teeth, 
and  tongue  covered  with  sordes,  &c."  bnt  I  will  not 
occupy  your  time  by  a  further  enumeration  of  symp- 
toms which  are  minutely  detailed  in  the  Dublin  Press, 
as  well  as  at  the  17th  page  of  the  first  number  of  the 
new  series  of  The  Lancet.  The  foul  appearance  of  the 
tongue  is  well  preserved  in  this  preparation. 

My  patient  laboured  under  the  disease  nearly  three 
years,  during  the  last  three  months  of  which  the  expec- 
toration of  viscid  mucus  was  enormous ;  and  the  cough, 
both  by  night  and  by  day,  almost  incessant. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  remedy  for  such  cases  consists 
in  the  removal  of  the  excressences  by  a  surgical  opera- 
tion, and  tracheotomy  has  already  been  successfully 
resorted  to  for  that  purpose;  but  I  am  inclined  to 
think  that  some  means  might  be  devised  for  their 
extirpation  at  the  rima  glottidis.  I,  however,  only 
throw  out  this  bint  for  more  mature  consideration. 

I  will  now,  gentlemen,  if  you  please,  make  two  or 
three  remarks  upon  a  small  collection  of  urinary  cal- 
culi which  I  here  present  to  your  notice.  The  two 
central  stones,  numbered  one  and  two,  were  expelled 
by  the  muscular  power  of  the  bladder,  through  the 
urethra  of  an  elderly  female ;  the  smaller  of  the  two 
passed  in  the  month  of  August,  1828,  and  the  larger 
on  the  following  January,  1829.  The  former  weighs 
four  drachms,  and  the  latter  two  ounces,  and  is  the 
largest  stone  I  have  ever  known  to  pass  without 
mechanical  aid.  It  is  exceedingly  compact  in  its 
structure,  and  when  it  first  escaped  from  the  urethra, 
it  was  beatifully  studded  with  crystals  of  uric  acid— 
beautiful  to  the  eye,  gentlemen,  but  tbey  must  have 
ocecasioned  exquisite  pain  to  the  patient.  Of  its 
crystalline  appearance  it  was  unfortunately  deprived, 
in  consequence  of  the  old  lady  having  insisted  upon 
wearing  it  in  her  pocket,  that  she  might  exhibit  it  to 
her  friends,  before  she  would  allow  me  to  have  it :  the 
smaller  stone  she  wore  half  away  in  the  same  "  recepta- 
culum  commune.*'  The  solidity  of  the  large  stone 
may  be  judged  of  from  the  fact  that  it  weighs  exactly 
as  much  as  the  eight  stones  by  which  it  is  surrounded. 

The  patient  lived  five  years  after  the  escape  of  this 
atone,  and  died  at  the  age  of  82  years ;   bat  her 


existence  was  a  miserable  one,  for  the  urethera  re- 
mained permanently  dilated,  and  of  course  entailed 
upon  her  constant  stillicidium  urins,  so  that  she  could 
not  have  been  in  a  worse  condition  even  had  she  under- 
gone the  operation  of  lithotomy.  Nature  is  sometimes 
a  very  good  surgeon,  but  more  frequently  a  very  bad 
one.  Upon  examination,  after  death,  a  large  abscess 
was  found  in  the  right  kidney,  the  ureters  both  enlarged, 
and  the  bladder  degenerated  into  a  mere  pouch.  The 
urethra,  as  I  have  before  observed,  had  remained  per- 
manently dilated,  and  the  fore  finger  could  be  passed 
through  it  into  this  pouch  with  the  greatest  facility. 
Through  this  large  canal  the  urine  passed  away  imme- 
diately after  its  escape  from  the  ureters,  and  the  necessity 
for  a  reservoir,  thus  being  superseded,  the  bladder,  as 
a  reservoir,  soon  ceased  to  exist. 

The  small  stone,  marked  No.  3,  passed  from  a  man 
aged  52,  who  had  for  years  been  a  complete  martyr  to 
the  frequent  formation  of  renal  calculi.  Scarcely  a 
month  elapsed  without  his  being  tortured  with  them. 
His  health  gradually  declined,  and  his  spirits  failed 
him.  Under  these  circumstances  I  deemed  it  impera- 
tive to  attempt  something  for  bis  permanent  relief; 
and  as  I  had  often  succeeded  in  eradicating  the  dupo- 
tition  to  the  formation  of  biHary  calculi,  by  exciting 
mercurial  action  in  the  system,  I  resolved  on  trying 
the  effect  of  mercury  in  the  present  case;  hoping 
that  it  might  also  remove  the  disposition  to  the  deposi- 
tion of  calculi  in  the  kidnies ;  nor  was  I  disappointed 
in  the  expectation  I  had  entertained. 

The  man  recovered,  and  I  lost  sight  of  him  for 
several  years,  when  I  heard  that  he  was  attended  by 
another  practitioner.  I  confess  that  I  was  somewhat 
surprised  at  this  intelligence,  for  I  had  taken  some 
credit  to  myself  for  the  judicious  manner  in  which  I 
had  treated  him.  Meeting  him  a  short  time  after- 
wards, I  had  the  curiosity  to  enquire  his  motive  for 
leaving  me.  He  replied,  "  I  left  yon,  Sir,  because  the 
lact  time  yon  attended  me,  you  gave  me  the  wrong 
medicine."  "  Gave  you  the  wrong  medicine !  What  do 
you  mean?"  "You gave  me  mercury,  Sir,  and  Dr.  — 
told  me  mercury  was  improper."  "  Did  Dr.  —  tell  you 
so  ?  Then,  when  you  see  him,  say  that  I  am  ashamed  of 
bim ;  but  now  candidly  answer  me  one  question.  Had 
you  ever  an  attack  of  stone  afterwards  ?*'  "  Sir,  I 
never  had." 

Although  I  had  lost  my  patient  I  was  perfectly  satis- 
fied ;  but  it  has  often  led  me  to  reflect  upon  the  slight 
foundations  upon  which  professional  character  is 
sometimes  built.  How  frequently  are  we  censured 
when  we  deserve  praise,  how  often  are  we  lauded 
when  we  have  done  nothing  to  merit  it !  Of  this  the 
two  cases  I  have  just  related  form  striking  examples. 
I  had  attended  the  first  case  only  a  fortnight,  when 
the  stone  spontaneously  passed,  and  I  was  extolled  to 
the  skies.  I  successfully  treated  a  formidable  disease 
m  the  last  named  case,  my  character  was  impugned, 
and  my  patient  taken  from  me.  But  let  us  not  be  dis- 
couraged by  such  untoward  circumstances  as  these, 
from  using  all  our  best  efforts,  and  concentrating  all  our 
energies,  through  evil  report  and  good  report,  in 
devising  means  for  the  relief  of  suffering  humanity. 

'  One  important  fact,  the  narration  of  these  cases  will, 
I  trust,  tend  to  establish,  namely,  that  the  disposition 
to  the  formation  of  wmtry  as  well  as  of  biliary  calculi* 
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may  be  sometimes  destroyed  by  the  excitement  of 
mercurial  action  in  the  system. 

No.  4  is  a  stone  which  passed  from  the  urethra  of  a 
boy  only  two  years  of  age ;  it  is  rather  large  for  so 
young  a  subject. 

The  right  calculi  at  the  margin  of  the  glass  were 
removed  after  death  from  the  bladder  of  a  gentleman 
82  years  of  age.  They  present  nothing  more  remark- 
able than  that  they  are  nearly  all  of  the  same  size, 
shape,  and  weight;  each  stone  weighing,  within  a  few 
grains  more  or  less,  a  quarter  of  an  ounce. 

Mr.  Bree  related  a  case  of  strangulated  hernia,  in 
which  the  symptoms  continued  after  the  redaction  of 
the  tumour,  and  were  successfully  treated  by  the  exhi- 
bition of  calomel. 

A  case  of  hernia  was  then  alluded  to  by  Dr.  Beding- 
field,  which  was  reduced  by  the  injection  of  a  large 
quantity  of  cold  water,  and 

A  case  of  apoplexy  and  one  of  encephaloid  tumour 
of  the  anterior  mediastinum,  with  drawings  of  the 
diseased  parts,  were  brought  before  the  meeting  by  the 
Chairman. 

The  following  resolutions  were  next  adopted : — 

Moved  by  Dr.  Probart,  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
Freeman,—"  That  provided  the  general  meeting  of  the 
Association  does  not  take  place  within  the  precincts  of 
the  Eastern  division,— the  next  annual  meeting  of  the 
Suffolk  Branch  be  bolden  at  Ipswich;  and  that  E. 
Bullen,  Esq.,  be  requested  to  preside  on  the  occasion/' 

Moved  by  Dr.  Bedingfield,  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
Ebden— "  That  the  best  thanks  of  the  Society  be 
offered  to  the  Feoffees  for  the  use  of  the  Guildhall." 

Moved  by  Mr.  Kent,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Mndd— 
"  That  the  thanks  of  the  meeting  be  given  to  those 
gentlemen  who  have  read  papers  and  cases." 

Moved  by  Mr.  Peck,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  King— 
"  That  the  best  thanks  of  the  meeting  be  presented  to 
Dr.  Ranking  for  his  able  and  interesting  address." 

It  was  afterwards  proposed  by  Dr.  Probart,  and 
seconded  by  Mr.  King,  that  Dr.  Ranking  be  requested 
to  publish  his  address. 

Dr.  Raoking's  address  will  appear  in  the  next  num- 
ber of  the  Journal. 


A  CASE  OF  PARTIAL  AMAUROSIS  CURED 

BY  THE  AID  OF  URTICATION. 

By  M.  Polto. 

A  woman,  35  years  of  age,  habitually  healthy,  had 
in  September,  1835,  consequent  upon  her  last  confine- 
ment, an  exfoliating  exanthema  covering  the  whole 
body.  Being  exposed  to  cold  it  completely  disap- 
peared :  from  that  time  there  ensued  general  indispo- 
sition, derangement  of  the  digestive  organs,  obscure- 
ness  of  vision,  and  bronchitis.  This  state  of  things 
existed  till  the  month  of  January,  1837.  M.  Polto 
having  been  called  in,  found  the  patient  in  bed,  nearly 
blind,  weak,  and  coughing  continually;  she  could 
scarcely  distinguish  a  ray  of  light ;  everything  appeared 
to  her  enveloped  in  a  thick  mist ;  the  pupil  was  clear 
but  immoveable.  M.  Polto  at  once  prescribed  the  use  of 
hot  diaphoretic  drinks,  afterwards  dry  friction,  mustard 
poultices,  blisters,  and  tartar-emetic  ointment.  There 
was  an  improvement ;  the  cough  became  less  trouble* 
some,  the  strength  revived;  the  dryness  in  the  skin, 


and  the  amaurosis  still  remained; 
anti-amaurotic  coUyria  were  used,  without  any  success.. 
The  middle  of  June  arrived,  and  M.  Polto  proponed 
submitting  the  patient  to  urticatioo  and  flagellation;  he 
gathered  some  large  fresh  nettles,  and  having  tied 
them  up  in  bundles,  he  operated  in  the  following  man* 
nerr— The  patient  lying  naked  upon  the  bed,  the 
operator  commenced  beating  with  the  nettles,  the  feet, 
legs,  thighs,  buttocks,  trunk,  arms,  and  neck;  the 
head  alone  was  spared.  Immediately  after  she  was- 
made  to  lie  down  between  two  blankets,  snostard* 
poultices  were  applied  to  her  feet,  and  hot  drinks- 
administered.  She  passed  a  most  uncomfortable  night, 
but  in  the  morning  the  skin  did  not  present  any 
eruptive  reaction.  For  five  days  the  flagellation  was- 
repeated  morning  and  evening.  The  skin  bled  in 
many  places  from  the  action  of  the  nettles  ;  she  became,, 
in  consequence,  dreadfully  tender;  and  at  last  she 
was  covered  with  a  mixed  eruption,  partly  erysipela- 
tous, partly  papular,  partly  purpurous,  partly  vesicular, 
partly  phlegmonous,  partly  erythematous.  Fever.. 
conjunctivitis,  cephalalgia,  and  tinnitus  aurium  ensued  ; 
full  pulse,  urine  scanty.  Blood-letting,  infusion  of 
digitalis,  and  tartar-emetic  wine,  were  ordered.  The 
symptoms  abated,  the  eruption  exfoliated,  but  the 
purpura  remained  for  nine  days ;  some  of  the  papule* 
suppurated.  At  the  very  moment  of  the  cutaneous 
reaction  the  sight  began  to  improve ;  the  patient  dis- 
tinguished persons  when  they  approached  her,  and  at. 
last  the  functions  of  the  eye  became  restored  to  a 
perfectly  normal  state.— Gionw/t  delle  Scimz*  Jftfemeto 
df  Torino. 


PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 

SOUTH  WK8TBEN  DI8TEICT  BRANCH. 

A  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  annual  meeting 
of  this  branch,  which  was  held  at  Plymouth  on  the 
18th  ulL,  will  appear  in  our  next  number. 


LUGOL  ON  SCROFULA. 
We  hare  much  pleasure  in  announcing  that  it  is  the 
intention  of  Dr.  Cowan  to  publish  a  Translation  of  the 
recent  and  valuable  work  of  M.  Lugol,  on  Scrofula. 


OBITUARY. 
On  tnursday  last,  at  Edinburgh,  Dr.  Hope,  late- 
Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  University  of  Edin- 
burgh. Dr.  Hope  held  the  chair  of  Chemistry,  from 
which  he  had  only  lately  retired,  for  nearly  half  a 
century. 


ERRATA. 
In  Dr.  Kennion*s  Notice  of  the  Harlow  Can-  Spa*, 
p.  177,  Hoe  7,  for  consistent  read  co-existant,  line  37,. 
for  extend,  read  restore. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Communications  have  been  received  from  Mr.  S. 
Hare,  Mr.  Wilton,  and  Mr.  Deane. 

It  is  requested  that  all  letters  and  communications  be 
sent  to  Dr.  Streeten,  Foregate  Street,  Worcester. 
Parcels,  and  books  for  review,  may  be  addressed  to 
the  Editor  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  care  of  Mr.  Churchill,  Princes  Street,  Soho» 
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ADDRESS  DELIVERED  AT  THE  ANNUAL 
MEETING  OF  THE  SUFFOLK  BRANCH  OF 
THE  PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 

By  W.  Ranking,  M;D.,  Bary  St.  Edmund'B,  Physician 
to  the  Bury  and  Suffolk  General  "Hospital. 

GaWTMiutM,— The  intimation  of  the  honour  of 
fvtritmg  over  the  present  meeting  of  the  Suffolk 
Branch  of  the  Provincial  Medical  Association,  has 
naturally  excited  in  my  mind  an  anxiety  to  discharge 
the  duties  'devolving  upon  me,  in  a  manner  at  the 
tame  tune  most  in  accordance  with  the  objects  of  the 
Society,  and  most  instinctive  to  you.  As  it  is  usual 
for  the  proceedings  of  the  day  to  be  opened  by  an 
address  from  the  chair,  I  shall  endeavour  to  comply 
with  the  custom ;  the  mode  of  fulfilling  this  part  of 
my  duties*  however;  has  been  a  subject  of  much  con- 
tideratiott  with  me.  Two  methods  present  themselves 
to  me,  the  one  is  to  read  to  you  some  remarks  upon 
an  isolated  case  or  point,  in  medical  science,  the  other 
to  bring  before  you  a  review  of  the  most  interesting 
sad  praoticalrfiteeful  additions  to  medicine- which  the 
last  year  bos  produced.  This  latter  plan  I  have  decided 
Upon,  as  I  believe  it  to  be  a  very  instructive  way  of 
passing  a  portion  of  our  time,  and  as  I  have,  moreover; 
for  h,  the  precedent  of  the  usuar  proceedings  of  the 
patent  Society.  Many  of  you,  from  the  engrossing 
nature  of  the  duties  of  general  practice,  ean  with  diffi- 
culty find  time  to  keep  pace  with  the  ever-teeming 
medical  press,  a  brief  survey,  therefore,  of  what  it 
has  put  forth  since  our  last  meeting,  will,  I  humbly 
submit,  be  far  from  disagreeable  to  you,  and  those  who, 
like  myself,  have  more  time  to  devote  to  study,  will 
not,  I  conceive,  be  averse  to  have  their  memories 
■tightly  refreshed. 

It  may  perhaps  be  expected  that  I  shall  make 
some  remarks  upon  the  all-absorbing  subject  of 
medical  reform,  bnt  I  would  fain  abstain  from  any 
aQosioo  to  it :  it  is  a  subject  of  much  difficulty,  and 
the  animus  which  has  exhibited  itself  in  one  branch 
of  one  profession,  may  possibly  render  the  remarks 
I  should  make  as  a  physician  unacceptable.  What 
little  I  have  to  say  upon  the  subject  1  shall  reserve 
for  another  occasion.  Before  I  enter  upon  the 
immediate  subject  of  this  address,  allow  me  to  con- 
gratulate you  upon  the  vigorous  condition  of  our 
,  Association ;  each  succeeding  year  proves  the  souneV 

nam  of  the  views  with  which  it  was  established,  and 

adda  to  the  numbers  and  respectability  of  its  members. 
TV  distinguished  position  which  it  occupies  has  not 

failed  to  raise  up  occassional  enemies;  and  the  last 
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year  particularly  has  been  remarked  by  the  anonymous 
venom  of  some  skulking  foe,  who  had  not  courage  to 
make  an  open  and  manly  attack.  Fortunately  the 
society  stands  upon  too  solid  a  basis  to  be  shaken  by 
such  contemptible  trickery  as  the  case  in  question'.  I 
must  be  avowed  to  express  regret  that  our  weekly 
Journal  has  lost  somewhat  of  its  goodly  proportions. 
This  ought  not  to  be,  the  provinces  of  this  kirigdom 
can  boast  of  an  aggregate  of  talent,  which,  If 
equalled,  cannot  be  surpassed  by  any  other  country, 
and  I  call  upon  that  talent  to  support  bur  Journal 
with  contributions*  and  so  to  raise  it  to  what  it  might 
easily  be,  the  most  valuable  of  the  weekly  periodicals. 
In  the  retrospect  which  I  shall  now  enter  upon,  I 
shall  not  attempt  to  embrace  the  whole  extent  of 
medical  science ;  by  so  doing,  I  should  occupy  too 
much  of  your  time,  and  encroach  upon  that  allotted 
for  other  communications  which  I  hope  are  In  store 
for  us.  I  shall  confine  myself  entirely  to  the  depart- 
ment of  pathology  and  therapeutics,  and  for  brevity's 
sake  allude  only  to  those  subjects  which  appear  to  be 
of  real  interest. 

Nervou*  System.— The  diseases  of  the  nervous  system 
have  always  been  held  to  be  the  most  difficult  to  be  com- 
prehended of  any  to  which  the  human  frame  is  subject. 
There  is  a  want  of  correspondence  between  lesions  and 
symptoms,  a  want  of  uniformity  in  the  manifestation  of 
diseased  action,  which  renders  the  subject  one  of  sur- 
passing intricacy.  We  must  hail  with  satisfaction, 
therefore,  any  investigations  which  tend  -to  illumine 
the  obscurity  of  our  knowfedge  of  cerebral  pathology. 
Of  this  nature  are  the  valuable  observations  of'M. 
Fardel,  on  ramollissement  of  the  cerebral  mass.  This 
author  divides  softening  of  the  brain,  in  common  with 
most  writers,  into  acute  and  chronic.  He  considers 
that  the  acute  form  is  specially  characterised  by  red* 
ness  and  diminished  consistence,  without  disorgani- 
zation of  the  affected  parts,  and  mentions  the  met 
that  it  is  chiefly  confined  to  the  convolutions.  Use 
chief  points  of  interest,  in  a  practical  point  of  view, 
contained  in  the  work,  are  connected  with  the  diagnosis 
of  Scute  softening,  and  its  distinction  from,  other 
cerebral  affections,  especially  cerebral  apoplexy.  The 
author  examines  the  validity  of  the  usual  opinion, 
that  in  cerebral  hemorrhage  the  symptoms  assume 
their  maximum  intensity  from  the  very  first,  whereas 
in  softening,  their  increase  is  gradual.  He  believes 
that  such  an  opinion,  as  one  of  general  application  is  a 
fallacy.  He  denies  likewise  the  value  of  contraction 
of  the  paralysed  limbs  as  a  sign  of  softening,*  but 
Digitized  by  vjOOp 
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nether  agrees  with  M.  Boudet  that  it  indicates 
hemorrhage  into  the  ventricles. 

The  very  interesting  researches  of  Dr.  Bennett/ 
published  in  1842,  have  been  extended  during  the  past 
year.  He  has  examined  the  diseases  of  the  brain  with 
the  microscope,  and  has  proved  satisfactorily  that  the 
only  true  test  of  inflammatory  softening  of  the  brain  is 
to  be  found  in  the  presence  of  what  he  denominates 
exudation  corpuscles.  His  22nd  case,  or  the  6th  of 
the  new  series,  is  particularly  interesting,  as  in  this 
instance  a  portion  of  the  brain  considered  to  be  healthy, 
was  by  the  microscope  shewn  to  be  in  a  state  of  dis- 
tinct disease.  It  is  probable  that  had  this  mode  of 
investigation  been  more  generally  adopted,  many  unin- 
telligible cases  of  cerebral  disease  wonld  have  been 
dearly  elucidated. 

A  remarkable  affection  of  the  cranial  bones  in  chil- 
dren has  been  for  the  first  time  described  by  Dr. 
r.f  It  consists  of  a  peculiar  softening  of  the 
of  the  head,  especially  of  those  exposed  to 
pressure,  as  the  occiput.  The  symptoms  are  not  very 
determinate,  consisting  for  the  most  part  of  restless- 
ness and  disturbed  digestive  functions.  When  fatal, 
it  is  usually  by  the  supervention  of  tetanic  convulsions, 
which  occurred  in  14  out  of  28  cases.  The  author 
considers  the  disease  to  be  a  modification  of  rickets, 
and  to  be  hereditary.  The  treatment  consists  in  a 
judicious  diet,  with  tonics,  and  a  pillow  so  arranged  as 
to  take  the  pressure  off  the  occiput. 

Although  it  does  not  strictly  come  within  the  course 
I  have  prescribed  for  myself  to  notice  physiological 
questions,  yet  the  one  which  I  am  about  to  speak  of,  is 
so  important  as  regards  the  treatment  of  head  affections, 
that  I  may  with  propriety  make  it  an  exception.  The 
current  opinion  concerning  the  circulation  within  the 
cranium,  since  the  time  of  Dr.  Kellie's  experiments 
has  been,  that  the  cerebral  vessels  are  not  able  to 
contain  more  blood  at  one  time  than  at  another;  in 
fact,  that  whatever  be  the  state  of  the  blood-vessels  of 
the  body  as  to  fullness  or  emptiness,  those  of  the  brain 
always  contain  the  same  quantity  of  blood.  Thia 
opinion  has  lately  been  opposed  by  Dr.  Burrows,  in  the 
Lnmleian  Lectures  before  the  College  of  Physicians. 
He  has  repeated  KelhVs  experiments,  but  with  very 
opposite  results.  He  has  found  in  fact,  that  general 
blood-letting  does  remove  blood  positively  from  the 
cerebral  vessels. . 

It  is  to  be  feared*  that  some  inaccuracy  must  have 
occurred  in  the  experiments  on  one  side  or  the  other 
to  have  produced  effects  so  diametrically  opposite ;  the 
subject  at  all  events  is  of  sufficient  importance  to 
demand  further  investigation. 

Dr,  Whitney  has  published  a  lengthy  paper  upon  cere- 
fand  auscultation.:  He  calls  the  attention  of  the  profes- 
sion to  certain  murmurs  within  the  crania  of  children, 
which,  according  to  him,  can  be  made  serviceable  in 
diagnosis.  In  a  state  of  health,  four  kinds  of  murmurs 
are  to  be  distinguished  in  the  head.  1st.  Those  pro- 
duced by  the  respiration  of  the  child ;  2nd,  by  the  voice; 
3rd,  by  the  action  of  the  heart ;  and  4th,  by  the  act  of 
deglutition.  The  paper  is  too  diffuse  for  a  minute 
analysts,  it  must  suffice  on  the  present  occasion  to 

*  Edinburgh  Monthly  Journal,  1843. 
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mention,  that  these  normal  sounds  are  variously 
modified  by  disease  within  the  cranium,  and  give  rise 
among  others  to  sounds  which  Dr.  Whitney  calls 
"  cephalic  ssgophony,"  and  "  cephalic  bellows  sound." 
The  latter  murmur  is  of  very  general  occurrence,  as 
will  be  evident  from  the  catalogue  of  cereberal  affec- 
tions in  which  it  is  said  to  exhibit  itself.  These  are 
simple  congestion  or  irritation,  acute  inflammation  oT 
the  brain,  chronic  hydrocephalus,  local  compression 
of  the  cerebral  substance,  ossification  of  the  arteries, 
and  lastly  anssmia. 

Dr.  Stdber  has  noticed  a  peculiar  alteration  of  the 
cornea  to  precede  death  in  acute  hydrocephalus.  This 
change,  which  he  has  observed  very  generally  in  fatal 
cases,  consists  in  the  deposit  of  a  yellowish  semilunar 
coating  over  the  lower  edge  of  the  cornea. 

A  case  of  hemiplegia  is  reported  by  M.  Sedlllot,* 
which  was  induced  by  the  application  of  a  ligature  to 
the  common  carotid  artery.  A  man  received  a  severe 
wound  in  the  throat,  rendering  the  above  operation 
necessary ;  three  hours  after  its  performance  he  was  l( 
hemiplegic  on  the  left  side.  No  morbid  appearance 
was  discovered  after  death,  excepting  anssmia  of  the 
hemisphere  on  the  side  of  the  operation. 

In  the  treatment  of  cerebral  affections  Dr.  Wallisf 
has  re-introduced  a  powerful  mode  of  counter-irrita- 
tion in  the  shape  of  the  long  issue  in  the  scalp.  The 
author  states  that  he  has  used  the  remedy  in  a  great 
number  of  organic  diseases  of  the  brain,  both  acute 
and  chronic.  The  general  result  has  convinced  him 
of  its  great  efficacy.  The  mode  of  performing  the 
operation  is  to  shave  the  bead,  and  to  make  an  incision 
completely  through  the  scalp  of  about  seven  inches 
long.  In  this  is  placed  a  pledget  of  lint,  soaked  In  tur- 
pentine, to  encourage  suppuration.  When  the  bssmor* 
rhage  is  troublesome,  Dr.  Wsllis  applies  the  actual 
cautery.  There  is  nothing  new  in  this  remedy.  I 
remember  perfectly  to  have  seen  its  application^  ten 
years  since,  and,  as  far  aa  my  memory  serves  me,  k 
proved  often  of  great  utility.  Its  severity  is  soon, 
however,  as  to  preclude  its  frequent  adoption  In  asi- 
vate  practice. 

The  local  pathology  of  neuralgia  has  been  explained 
by  Dr.  Black  £  upon  anatomical  principles.  He  very 
justly  observes,  that  the  nerves,  which  are  usually  the 
seat  of  neuralgic  pains,  are  those  which  take  their 
exit  from  the  interior  of  the  body  through  canals  in 
bone  or  unyielding  tendinous  structure.  He  adds  to 
this,  the  anatomical  fact,  that  each  nervous  twig  is 
accompanied  by  a  branch  of  an  artery  and  a  vein.  It 
may  easily,  therefore,  be  conceived  that  those  nerves, 
which  are  contained  in  rigid  canals,  mast  be  subjected 
to  injurious  pressure  whenever  their  accompanying 
vessels  are  unusually  distended  with  blood.  -  JUpoa  this 
pressure,  according  to  Dr.  Walks,  depends  the  neuralgic 
paroxysm.  The  explanation  ia  ingenious,  and  Is,  I 
think,  borne  out  by  the  consideration  both  of  the 
exciting  causes  and  the  effects  of  treatment. 

The  anomalous  pains  in  the  abdominal  regions,  to 
which  females  in  particular  are  subject,  have  been  well 
described  by  Dr.  Golding  Bird.§    The  principalobject  m 
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of  his  paper  is  to  point  out  the  frequent  mistakes  in 
practice  arising  from  these  pains,  and  to  give  directions 
for  establishing  a  correct  diagnosis.  Dr.  Bird  parti- 
cularly objects  to  the  use  of  bleeding  as  a  means  of 
diagnosis,  as  recommended  by  Dr.  Marshall  Hall;  but, 
1  think,  without  sufficient  reason.  I  am  roost  willing 
to  allow  the  great  assistance  I  have  derived  from  the 
valuable  suggestions  of  that  talented  physician,  not 
only  in  regard  to  the  use  of  blood-letting,  but  on  many 
other  points. 

In  the  treatment  of  neuralgia,  belladonna  has  been 
strongly  recommended  by  Dr.  Hutchinson;*  the  appli- 
cation of  caustic  ammonia  by  M.  Ducros ;  and  a  com- 
bination of  strychnine,  quinine,  and  belladonna,  by 
Dr.  Eisemann,  of  Munich.  The  suggestion  of  M. 
Ducros  is  especially  worthy  of  recollection  from  its 
simplicity  and  alleged  efficacy.  His  method  is  to 
paint  the  roof  of  the  mouth  with  liquid  ammonia,  by 
which  means  he  affirms  that  the  most  obstinate  cases 
of  tic  douloureux  have  yielded  in  the  space  of  a  few 
minutes. 

Respiratory  System.— A  considerable  amount  of 
interesting  matter  has  been  produced  during  the  past 
year,  in  connection  with  disease  of  the  respiratory 
organs.  M.  Rokitanski  calls  attention  to  a  dilatation 
of  the  posterior  wall  of  the  trachea,  with  hernial  extru- 
sion of  tbe-raucous  membrane,  as  a  frequent  conse- 
quence of  repeated  attacks  of  tracheal  catarrh.  The 
same  author  alludes  to  a  variety  of  dilated  bronchi,  con- 
stating in  a  sacculated  expansion  of  their  extremities. 
He  adopts  the  views  of  Dr.  Corrigan  concerning  the 
mode  of  production  of  dilated  bronchi,  namely,  that 
the  dilatation  is  the  consequence  of  a  tendency  to  the 
production  of  a  vacuum  by  the  obliteration  and  con- 
traction of  vesicular  tissue,  induced  by  pulmonary 
inflammation. 

Considerable  information  is  afforded  us  respecting 
Use  value  of  toe  operation  of  tracheotomy,  but  the 
evidence  appears  to  be  of  a  very  contradictory  charac- 
ter. M.  Trousseau  has  published  an  essay,  appended  to 
the  chapter  on  croup,  in  the  work  of  MM.  Rilliet  and 
Burthen,  on  diseases  of  children,  in  which  he  gives 
the  result  of  the  operation  performed  121  times.  We 
are  in  the  habit  in  this  country  of  regarding  the  opera- 
tion as  a  dernier  resort,  and  consequently  it  is  seldom 
performed  until  all  reasonable  chance  of  its  success  is 
gone  by.  M.  Trousseau  rationally  enough  objects  to 
any  deductions  as  to  the  value  of  the  operation  being 
derived  from  its  performance  under  such  unfavourable 
esreumatances ;  and  urges,  that  in  croup  it  should  be 
performed  as  soon  as  we  can  feel  certain  of  the  pro- 
duction of  false  membranes.  M.  Trousseau  does  not 
depend  solely  upon  opening  the  trachea  in  these  cases, 
but  lays  great  stress  on  the  use  of  a  solution  of  nitrave 
of  silver  dropped  into  the  trachea.  The  results  of  his 
treatment  are  not  very  favourable,  no  more  that  1  in  4 
of  his  cases  survived,  and  it  is  far  from  evident  that 
they  would  not  equally  have  recovered  without  the 


Three  cases  of  the  successful  performance  of  the 
operation  are  also  related  by  Dr.  Dunsroare/t*  one  of 
which  was  for  croup. 
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On  the  other  hand  M.  Boudet*  performed  it  ten 
times  in  croup,  unsuccessfully  in  all.  The  conclusions 
of  this  author  are  worthy  of  remembrance.  "  Seeing,** 
says  he,  "  that  no  advantage  resulted  from  tracheotomy 
when  false  membrane  existed  in  the  bronchi ;  seeing 
also  that  in  every  instance  in  which  it  was  performed, 
double  pneumonia  was  found  after  death,  and  that  in 
several  cases  of  very  severe  croup,  in  which  the  opera- 
tion was  not  performed,  inflammation  of  the  lungs 
was  not  found  after  death,  it  may  be  concluded  that 
the  advantage  of  tracheotomy  is  very  small,  and  that 
it  apparently  contributed  to  the  production  of  pneu- 
monia. 

In  the  medicinal  treatment  of  croup,  the  sulphate 
of  copper  given  in  the  dose  of  one-sixth  of  a  grain 
every  ten  minutes,  until  vomiting  is  produced,  and 
afterwards  at  longer  intervals,  is  highly  spoken  of  by 
Dr.  Dreyer  and  Dr.  Schwake.f 

Some  extremely  valuable  observations  respecting 
pneumonia  are  met  with  during  the  past  year,  the 
chief  of  which  are  from  the  pens  of  Rokitanaky, 
Rilliet,  and  Barthez,*.  and  in  the  form  of  a  valuable 
report  by  Dr.  West§  This  disease  appears  to  be  more 
general  and  more  fatal  than  is  commonly  known,  so 
much  so  that  Becquerel  found  traces  of  inflamed  lungs 
in  49  out  of  130  cases  of  children  dead  of  various 
diseases.  Dr.  West  agrees  with  Stokes  that  there  is  a 
stage  of  pneumonia  preceding  that  in  which  the 
subcrepitous  rale  appears,  and  which  is  marked  by 
intensely  puerile  respiration  in  the  portion  of  lung 
about  to  be  diseased.  I  have  within  the  last  fortnight 
had  a  most  favourable  opportunity  of  verifying  the 
truth  of  this  opinion  in  the  case  of  a  young  lady  in  this 
town.  Th.  e  case  is  altogether  so  full  of  interest,  that  1 
should  be  glad  if  Mr.  Image,  with  whom  I  attended  it, 
would  direct  the  attention  of  the  meeting  to  its  moat 
interesting  points.  Nothing  new  as  to  treatment 
occurs  in  Dr.  West's  report.  He  however  remarks 
that  antimony  loses  its  power  after  the  period  of 
depletion  is  passed,  a  statement  which,  I  think,  scarcely 
borne  out  by  general  experience.  On  the  contrary, 
there  are  many  cases  in  which  depletion  as  quite 
inadmissible,  but  in  which  antimony  is  found  to  he 
alone  sufficient  to  control  the  disease. 

The  occurrence  of  a  peculiar  form  of  pneumonia 
after  operations,  and  altogether  independent  of  the 
absorption  of  pus,  is  noticed  by  Mr.  JSrichsen.  The 
kind  of  inflammation  to  which  he  adverts  is  also 
different  from  ordinary  idiopathic  pneumonia,  re- 
sembling more  nearly  the  congestive  form  which  is  an 
frequent  a  concomitant  of  adynamic  fevers*  The 
disease  is  attributed  by  the  author  of  the  paper  to  a 
deteriorated  condition  of  the  blood,  and  to  its  stasis  in 
the  posterior  portion  of  the  lungs. 

Our  knowledge  of  that  obscure  disease,  cancer  of 
tbe  lungs,  has  been  considerably  advanced  during  the 
past  year.  Two  forms  of  the  disease  have  been  clearly 
made  oqt,  the  encepbaloid  and  scirrhous;  a  third,  the 
colloid  form,  has  been  once  seen  by  Dr.  Hugbe*.R 
The  symptoms  are  not  of  a  very  positive  character, 
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and  depend  very  much  upou  the  form  of  cancer, 
whether  it  is  infiltrated,  or  of  the  tuberose  character. 
Qough,  with  expectoration  of  sputa,  resembling  cur- 
rent jelly,  has  been  noticed  by  Stokes,  and  Dr. 
Hughes,  and  occasionally  haemoptysis  has  been 
observed.  Dr.  Williams  lays  considerable  stress  upon 
a  peculiar  spasmodic  catching  cough.  If  the  can- 
cerous matter  is  deposited  in  masses,  we  have  the 
additional  symptoms  of  intra-thoracic  tumour,  as 
enlargement  and  turgidity  of  the  jugular  veins,  oedema 
of  the  face  and  arm  of  the  affected  side,  and  dysphagia. 
The  physical  signs  as  stated  by  Dr.  Walshe*  are  as 
follows.  In  infiltrated  cancer,  retraction  of  the  af- 
fected side  with  diminished  motion,  vibration  and 
semicircular  measurement ;  intensely  dull  sound  on 
percussion  ;  diffused  tubular  breathing,  which  gradually 
becomes  more  feeble,  and  eventually  obliterated ;  bron- 
chopony,  and  increased  transmission  of  cardiac  sounds 
hi*  tuberose  cancer  the  'signs  are  similar,  with  the 
exception  that  there  is  bulging  of  the  affected  side. 
The  softening  and  expectoration  of  the  cancerous 
matter  gives  rise  to  mucous  and  cavernous  ronchi  in 
froth  forms.  Dr.  Borrowst  gives  the  following  suc- 
cinct account  of  the  diagnostic  signs.  When  a 
patient  has  been  suffering  from  a  severe  affection  of 
the  chest,  with  physical  signs  of  consolidation  or 
pleuritic  effusion,  and  yet  presenting  anomalies  incon- 
sistent with  cither  of  those  morbid  conditions,  and 
when  the  history  of  the  case  does  not  accord  with  that 
of  tubercular  disease  of  the  lung,  nor  chronic  pneu- 
monia, nor  pleurisy,  malignant  disease  may  be  suspected. 
I*  addition,  if  the  countenance  be  bloated,  with  oedema 
of  the  arm,  and  other  symptoms  above  mentioned, 
the  diagnosis  of  malignant  disease  may  be  considered 
complete. 

Tubercle  of  the  bronchial  glands  is  a  subject  almost 
unnoticed  by  British  writers ;  it  has  been,  however, 
lately  minutely  investigated  by  M.  Barthez.  The 
symptoms  of  this  disease  are  obscure,  as  it  is  seldom 
met  with  alone,  but  is  generally  combined  with  similar 
changes  in  the  lungs.  The  author  thus  attempts  the 
diagnosis.  If  we  observe  cough,  emaciation,  fever, 
And  night-sweats,  in  a  child,  between  three  and  four 
years  of  age,  without  being  able  to  detect  tubercle  in 
the  lungs,  brain,  or  abdomen,  we  may  suspect  its  pre- 
sence in  the  bronchial  glands. 

Phthisis  pnlmonalis  is  ever  a  fruitful  source  of 
authorship,  and  accordingly  we  have  a  considerable 
number  of  communications  on  the  subject,  of  very 
different  degrees  of  pretension,  during  the  past  year. 
The  admirable  work  of  M.  Louis  has  undergone  a 
second  edition,  but  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  even 
Loots  has  added  very  little  to  bis  previous  knowledge. 
He  notices,  however,  in  the  new  edition,  a  fact  pre- 
vjously  ascertained  by  Guillot  and  Van  der  Kolk,  that 
the  branches  of  the  pulmonary  artery  cease  to  be 
permeable  at  a  certain  distance  from  tubercles  or  grey 
grapulationa,  and  that  a  non-vascular  ring  of  a  certain 
depth  surrounds  tubercular  cavities.  He  further  men- 
tions the  curious  fact  that  this  non-vascularity  is  but 
temporary,  and  that  new  vessels  are  formed  which  com- 
municate with  the  bronchial  arteries,  so  that  an  aortic 
<-irci:iii  lion  becomes  supplementary  of  that  of  the  pul- 
monary artery.    Louis  reiterates  his  former  opinion  as 
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to  .the  almost  invariable  dependence  of  haemoptysis 
upon  tubercles  in  the  adult. 

Rilliet  and  Barthez  have  made  an  important  obser- 
vation in  reference  to  phthisis  in  the  infant;  they  state 
that  the  harsh  character  in  the  respiration,  which,  in 
the  adult,  is  a  valuable  sign  of  tubercle,  is  not  to  be 
depended  upon  in  the  child,  as  it  may  exist  in  a  per- 
fectly healthy  lung. 

Among  the  remedies  said  to  be  useful  in  the  treat- 
ment of  phthisis,  are  a  combination  of  snake-root  and 
iodine  by  Dr.  Hildreth  ;*  the  iodide  of  iron  by  M. 
Boissiere  ;t  and  naphtha  by  Dr.  Hastings.  The  latter 
remedy,  I  believe,  after  a  certain  number  of  trials,  to 
be  totally  unworthy  of  the  reputation  its  author  wishes 
to  impart  to  it ;  as,  indeed,  might  have  been  expected. 
The  cod-liver  oil  has  been  also  strongly  recommended 
by  Dr.  Peyreyra,  of  Bourdeaux. 

A  valuable  and  elaborate  series  of  papers  upou 
phthisis  from  inhalation  of  gritty  particles,hasbeen  con- 
tributed by  Dr.  Holland,}  of  Sheffield.  It  appears 
that  the  inhalation  of  dust  and  other  particles  gives  rise 
to  two  forms  of  disease,  one  accompanied  by  emacia- 
tion, dullness  of  the  chest,  and  other  symptoms  of  true 
phthisis,  as  indicated  by  the  presence  of  tubercles  after 
death  ;  the  other,  in  which  the  sonoriety  of  the  chest  is 
undiminished,  and  in  which  there  is  less  disturbance  of 
the  general  functions.  This  latter  I  take  to  be  the  true 
type  of  the  disease,  which  I  conceive  to  be  bronchitis 
of  more  than  usual  intensity,  and  modified  by  the  con- 
stant application  of  its  exciting  cause.  I  cannot 
imagine  that  there  is  any  necessary  connection,  as  Dr. 
Holland  appears  to  believe,  between  the  disease  excited 
by  the  irritating  particles  and  tubercular  deposit ;  such 
an  opinion  is  adverse  to  the  best  received  notions  of 
the  production  of  tubercles  in  the  present  day.  That 
tubercular  phthisis  should  be  a  frequent  complication 
in  the  cachectic  inhabitants  of  a  large  manufacturing 
town  is  not  remarkable,  neither  can  it  be  a  matter  of 
surprise  that  tubercular  lungs  should  be  rapiflry 
destroyed  by  the  superaddition  of  bronchitis  arising 
from  mechanical  causes. 

The  subject  of  empyema,  more  particularly  in 
reference  to  the  operation  of  paracentesis,  has  been 
much  discussed  during  the  past  year,  the  opinions 
expressed  being  widely  different.  Dr.  Hamilton  Roe§ 
takes  a  very  favourable  view  of  its  efficacy,  and  relates 
24  cases,  of  which  18  were  successful.  In  the  course 
of  the  discussion  which  these  cases  gave  rise  to,  Dr. 
Thomson  expressed  great  confidence  in  the  operation, 
but  enjoined  its  early  performance,  and  considered  a 
repetition  of  it  preferable  to  emptying  the  chest  at 
once.  Dr.  Hughes||  also  is  favourable  to  the  operation. 
Dr.  Bird  mentions  that  the  best  diagnostic  sign  between 
purulent  and  serous  effusion  into  the  chest  is  to  be 
found  in  the  condition  of  the  intercostal  spaces,  which, 
in  the  former  case,  bulge  out,  but  not  in  the  latter. 
On  the  other  hand  Dr.  Williams  is '  quite  opposed  to 
the  operation.  He  has  seen  it  uniformly  fatal,  whether 
early  or  late.  Mr.  B.  Phillips,  who  took  part  hi  the 
discussion,  is  of  the  same  opinion.  Professor  Schonlehr*, 
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susjdeuue*  tile  eyeraiiaa,  and  quotes  Skoda  m  being 
sunan^avursato  it  He  stales,  and  as  it  appear*  to 
til'  wtth  ttatfa,  the'poMttility  erf  distinguishing  pntst- 
lent4rusn  man**  effu*amunriae;  Use*  Bapers  upon  she 
Awe-  subject,  brt  steroid  of  interest,  are published  by 
Dr.  Chamber*,'  and  Dr.  Bennett 

A.  memoir  on  emphysema  of  the  hinge;  at  the  causa 
Of  Waded  death,  hue  been  furnished  by  M.  Pros.  An 
rtiaWtatt  Mfcfc  open  the  peps*  was  maintained  by 
•6inVoiPtheho^aa;iaMitbe»f»ftbe  freneh  Anatomy, 
watch;  embraced  not  only  the  imnjediate  subject  of  the 
atoftrtir,  Hot  also  the  mode  of  ftorttatloa,  and  the 
essence  of  nut  lesion.  The  general  ttacluioa  from 
the  Opinion*  ttjfossed,  appears  to  be,  that  emphyidma 
IntiMts  ^liiatmto*  variation  in  the  modi  of  itt  pro- 
fh  atHuneases  iris  a  simple  dilatation  of  the 
i  in  otbfcWv  a  rupture  of  several  into  one  com* 
nt;  andaislavin^otharslas'exlra>mwtfonofahr 
into  the  parenchymhtom  tiatoe. 

fctrnjoffan, Jjre  — In  an  investigation  of  the  diseases 
of  the  lieartl  Dr.  Kilgour?  condemns,  in  the  strongest 
terms,  the  use  of  digitalis.  He  says  that  it  is  a  dan- 
gerous medicine,  eren  in  its  mildest  forms,  and  is  not 
qnfrequently  the  immediate  cause  of  death  in  cardiac 
affections. '  we  also  find  a  communication  upon  the 
same  subjeci  by  Dr.  Henderson,  in  the  Northern 
Journal  of  Medicine.  He  specially  interdicts  the  use 
of  digitals  in  {latency  of  the  aortic  valves,  but 
opes  not  consider  it  injurious  in  disease  of  the  mitral 
valve.  He  explains  its  influence  in  the  former  Case  in 
tnVJbilbVing  words:  "Patency  of  the  aortic opening, 
St  the  period  when  the  ventricles  are  being  Med, 
ittcessaify  admits  ot  Kgurgiiatfon  into  the  ventricle, 
the  effects  of  which  are  its  corresbondlHg  aba'  conse- 
quent enlargemeijt*'  jfre  proceeds  to  mention  that 
whatever  cUmmishes  the  rapidity  bf  the  heart's  con- 
traction, as  digitalis,  allows  more  limb  tot  regurgitation, 
and  nas  consequently  injurious  effects. 

A  case  pt  rupture  of  the  heart  occurs  in  the  Lancet, 
of  Jpecemoer,  1843,  which  is  remarkable  in  the  fact 
(hat  the  rupture  took  place  at  the  junction  of  the  aorta 
with  the  ventricle,  the  usual  sitna'tibn,  as  is  well 
known,  being  near  the  apex  of  the  left  ventricle. 

t>r.  &ujhgham$  has  written  an  interesting  paper  in 
which  be  endeavours  to  throw  light  upon  a  subject  in 
which  mistakes  are  often  made,  namely,  the  diagnosis 
between  functional  and  organic  palpitation. 

A  sound  of  a  metallic  nature,  occurring  with  the 
systole  of  the  heart,  is  alluded  to  by  Dr.  Willis  fl  It 
is  one  of  very  common  occurrence,  but  the  explanati6n 
of  ft  is  not  Very  evident.  It  is  imitated  to  perfection  by 
laying  the  palm  bf  one  hand  gently  over  the  ear,  and 
tapping  the  back  of  it  lightly  with  one  finger.  Laennec 
and  Hope  oelieved  it  to  he  caused  by  the  impingement 
of  the  apex  against  the  ribs. 

Several  notices  of  that  unmanageable  disease,  can- 
cram  oris,  occur  during  the  past  year.  One  related  by 
Mr.  Dunn  has  been  made  fhe  subject  of  judicial 
enquiry,  under  the  impression  that  it  was  caused  by 
mercury.  The  mistake  can  only  be  the  effect  of 
igfnorance.  fto  one  who  has  seen  the  true  cancruro  oris 

•  Lancet,  May,  1*44.   +  Laaeet,  December,  1M3. 
*  Bdlnbaigb  MontfUr  Journal, 
i  Lancet,  May*  ISM. 
I!  Medical  Qaxette/fuareary,  1*4», 


or  phagedenic  ulcer  of  the  mouth;  could  for  a  moment 
confound  it  with  mareurial  ulceration.  The  jiiaaase 
is  wall  poortnryed  in  the  work  of  M.  M*  aiihetan4 
;  Earthen,  and  has  been  made  the  subject  of  commuoi- 
eation.hy  Dr.  Hunt  to  the  Medko-ChJrurgical  Society. 
The  treatment  he  recommends  is  the  chlorate  of  potash* 
in  the  dose  of  one  scruple  in  the  twenty*four  hours. 

Albuminuria  Has  been  closely  studied  ay  Mr.  Robin- 
son, and  the  following  are  the  results  of  his  investi- 
gations:— 1.  The  prpcess  of  effusion  of  albumen 
through  the  coats  of  living  vessels,  is  dependent  upon 
the  degree  of  compression  tq  which  the  contained  blood 
is  subject.  2.  That  this  coinaceasiou  should'  ex>t  in  a 
notahle  degree,  the  co-operation  of  two  essential 
causes  is  necessary;  these  are  the  momentum  of  the 
column  of  blood  io  tho  arteries,  co-existing  with  some 
oK*ruction  in  the  smaller  vessels.  The  effusion 
of  albumen  will  vary  directly  as  the  degree  of  operation 
of  those  iwo  causes. 

Dr.  Bright*  has  published  some  valuable  remarks 
respecting  the  cerebral  complication  in  too  same  disease. 
It  seem*  that  the  danger  ojf  head  symptoms  is  not  dbo- 
portionate  to  the  quantity  of  albumen  in  the  mine,  but 
may  exist  whenever  it  appears  in  any  quantity,  accom- 
panied |>y  diminution. in  specific  gravity  of  that  secre- 
tion. Dr.  fright  likewise  discusses  the  question  of 
priority  in  the  frequent  coincidence  of  hypertrophy  of 
tlie  heart  and  granular  kidney.  He  concludes  that  {be 
reoa)  disease  is.  prior,  in.  most,  cases. 

Dr.  pever  has  made  an  interesting  discovery  relative 
to  albuminous  urine,  which' is,  that  )l  U  frequently 
present  in  puerperal  cwyulsious.  He  observed  this 
fact  in  every  case  but  one  in  which  the  urine  was 
examined  during  tbe  •  time  iba  jejwvulsions  were  pre- 
sent, and  in  the  subsequent  examination  of  the  urine 
of  50  parturient  women,  in  no  case  was  albumen 
detected  to  which  convulsions  or  fheir  piwettilory 
symptoms  bad  not  beltt  gtoesfent  The  explanation  of 
this  interesting  discovery,  which  throws  a  new.  fight 
upon  the  fatal  convulsions  of  childbed,  may  doubtless 
be  found  in  Mr.  Robinson's  theory  above  alluded  to, 
the  pressure  of  the  gravid  uterus  upon  the  emulgent 
veins  being  the  exciting  cause. 

The  subject  of  diabetes  has  been  taken  up  by  Pr. 
Wattsf  and.  Dr.  Percy.  J  The  former  writer  communi- 
cates some  peculiar  views  as  to  the  proximate  cause  of 
the  disease.  .He  states  that  diabetes  is  a  disease  of  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach,  the  consequence  of 
which  is  a  mal-assimilation  of  the  food  ;  the  part  which 
is  not  converted  into  healthy  chyle  being  either  deposi- 
ted in  the  cellular  tissue  in  the  form  of  fat,  or,  excreted 
in  the  urine  in  various  crystallisable  forms,  of  which 
sugar  is  one.  He  divides  the  disease  into  three  stages  :— 
the  first,  which  is  essential,  consisting  of  inflammatory 
gastric  dyspepsia;  the  second,  not  essential,  charac- 
terised by  the  deposit  of  fat ;  the  third,  is  that  which 
is  generally  recognised  as  diabetes,  with  presence  of 
sugar  in  the  urine.  The  peculiarity  therefore  of  his 
views  consists  in  the  belief,  that  diabetes  mellitus  is 
merely  the  termination  of  a  disease  in  which  no  sac- 
charine matter  exists  at  first,  and  which  very  rarely, 
in  proportion  to  its  frequency,  runs  into  the  diabetic 
stage. 

•  Guy's  Hospital  Kepom,  IMS. 

+  L«acot,  lent.  CjOO< 
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EFFECTS  OF  ANTIMONY  ON  INFANTS. 


On  the  subject  of  diseases  of  the  skin,  there  have 
appeared  several  useful  communications.  One  of  the 
best  is  that  by  Mr.  Erichsen,*  on  the  administration  of 
arsenical  preparations.  Naphthaline  is  strongly  recom- 
mended by  M.  Emery  for  the  scaly  diseases;  creosote 
for  acne  indurata;  the  strong  pyroligneous  acid  for 
tinea,  by  Dr.  Wigan ;  and  sulphate  of  iron  in  powder 
and  solution  for  sycosis  menti,  by  M.  Dauverger. 

Among  the  new  remedies  introduced  during  the  past 
year  may  be  mentioned  the  Indian  hemp  and  the 
matico.  The  former  is  a  well-known  and  valuable 
remedy  in  the  east,  and  was  introduced  into  this 
country  by  Dr.  O'Shaughnessy.  It  has  since  been 
tried  in  neuralgia,  rheumatism,  chorea,  and  in  cases 
requiring  a  direct  sedative.  Its  powers  have  been 
differently  spoken  of,  but  generally  in  a  favourable 
point  of  view.  The  matico  or  piper  augustifolijgn 
is  a  styptic  and  astringent.  A  lull  description  of 
the  plant  and  its  properties  is  to  be  found  in  the 
Transactions  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Association,  vol  xi.  It  has  been  used  successfully  in 
gonorrhoea,  leucorrbeea,  metona,  eptstaxis,  and  catarrh 
of  the  bladder. 

Gentlemen,  I  must  now  bring  this  report  to  a  con- 
clusion, and  in  thanking  you  for  the  patience  with 
which  you  hare  heard  me,  I  must  apologise  for  its 
imperfections.  Many  things  have  been  omitted  which, 
perhaps,  were  deserving  of  notice,  and  others  may 
have  appeared  to  you  to  have  been  invested  by  me 
with  a  value  to  which  they  are  not  entitled.  I  hope, 
however,  you  will  consider  the  difficulty  of  making  a 
good  selection,  and  the  short  period  I  have  had  for 
doing  it,  a  sufficient  excuse  for  all  its  imperfections. 
•  Medical  Gazette,  1813. 


ON   THE  EFFECTS  OF  ANTIMONY  ON 

INFANTS. 

By  John  W..Wi lton,  Esq.,  Surgeon  to  the  Gloucester 

Infirmary. 

TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  THK  PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND 

surgical  journal. 
Sir, 

In  your  Journal  of  the  24th  of  April  last,  I  have  just 
read  a  communication  from  Mr.  Noble,  of  Manchester, 
on  the  effects  of  antimony  on  infants. 

The  consideration  that  it  is  a  matter  of  common 
humanity  to  impress  the  minds  of  professional  men 
with  the  facts  and  opinions  which  Mr.  Noble  has  given, 
is  the  apology  I  offer  for  obtruding  on  your  columns 
a  few  observations  on  the  same  subject. 

Several  years  ago  I  was  called  to  a  child,  about  10 
to  12  months  old ;  it  was  suffering  under  slight  but 
frequent  convulsions ;  the  countenance  was  very 
pallid  and  sunk ;  sickness  and  severe  diarrhoea  were 
present.  The  mother  said  the  child  had  not  been  ill 
24  hours,  that  having  a  cold,  and  its  chest  loaded,  she 
had  given  some  antimony  wine  in  repeated  small  doses, 
under  the'  direction  of  the  druggist,  and  the  present 
symptoms  had  supervened  very  suddenly.  The  means 
I  employed  failed  to  relieve  the  child,  and  death 
occurred  in  about  two  hours. 

A  Sectio  cadaveri*  was  permitted  The  external  and 
the  internal  parts  were  pale  and  bloodless ;  no  vascular 
patches  were  discoverable  in  any  part  of  the  alimentary 
canal ;  the  brain  was  extremely  soft,  but  there  were 


no  organic  changes  to  explain  the  short  iM 
fatal   result,  nor   did   I  ten  suspect  thai  ilia  i 
collapse  I  had    witnessed  depended  on  the  emetic 
tartar  which  had  only  been  given  in  ordinary  dotes. 

A  few  days  after  this  I  was  called  to  another  child 
in  the  same  buildings ;  similar  symptoms  were  present, 
and  here  too  the  antimonial  wine  had  been  employed. 

This  child  was  restored.  I  felt  no  doubt  on,  the 
consideration  of  these  two  cases  that  emetic  tartar 
had  occasioned  the  alarming  exhaustion,  and  in  the  first 
case,  the  fatal  termination ;  that  it  was  a  dangerous 
remedy  for  infants,  and  requiring  always  caution  and 
observation  in  its  use. 

Some  years  after  this  I  saw  a  child  of  three  and  a 
half  years  old  saved  with  great  difficulty  from  the 
collapsed  state,  with  sickness  and  violent  and  sudden 
diarrheal.  The  condition  of  the  child  waa  net  unlike 
that  presented  in  the  Asiatic  cholera.  The  sudden 
sinking  had  occasioned  the  parents  to  send,  in  tbeh- 
terror,  to  several  medical  men,  and  two  were  there 
when  I  arrived,  giving  brandy  and  water  and  using  exter- 
nal stimulants.  The  child  had  been  suffering  from  cold, 
and  was  taking  a  saline,  with  antimony  wine,  prescribed 
by  the  surgeon  of  the  family. 

The  last  case  I  shall  relate  was  more  distressing.  A 
child,  of  the  age  of  four  or  five  years,  had  symptoms 
of  cold,  with  cough,  and  a  little  fever.  The  medical 
gentleman  who  attended  gave  a  saline  with  anti- 
monial wine.  Sickness  and  diarrhoea  with  sudden 
prostration  supervened.  The  medicine  was  omitted, 
and  a  cordial  given,  but  faintness  and  exhaustion  con- 
tinued, which  very  shortly  ended  in  death.  The 
parents  were  greatly  shocked  and  distressed,  and  they 
feared  their  medical  attendant  was  ignorant  of  the 
child's  disease,  and  had  treated  the  complaint  im- 
properly. An  examination  of  the  body  was  deter- 
mined upon,  and  I  was  requested  to  meet  some  other 
medical  men  on  the  occasion.  The  surface  of  the 
corpse  presented  a  very  pallid  aspect,  and  on  moving 
the  body  to  place  it  on  a  table,  a  great  quantity  of 
nearly  colourless  fluid  flowed  from  the  mouth.  The 
whole  body  was  greatly  exsanguid.  There  were  no 
marks  of  inflammation  on  the  stomach  or  intestines, 
and,  notwithstanding  the  escape  before  noticed  from 
the  stomach,  that  organ  was  found  distended  with  a 
considerable  quantity  of  fluid. 

These  cases  are  from  memory,  and  I  admit  are  but 
imperfect  sketches,  but  yet  they  may  possibly  be  con- 
sidered of  some  value,  as  confirming  and  corroborating 
the  opinions  of  Mr.  Noble  on  the  necessity  of  caution 
in  the  use  of  antimony  for  young  children,  and  say 
own  observation  has  led  me  to  believe  that  the  alarming 
and  occasionally  fatal  effects  of  the  medicine,  are  not 
so  generally  recognised  as  it  is  desirable  they  should  be. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  sen-ant, 

JOHN  W.  WILTON. 

Gloucester,  June  20, 1844. 


MATICO. 
L  We  are  requested  by  Dr.  Jeffreys  to  state,  that  it  is 
the  under  and  reticulated  surface  of  the  leaf  which 
should  be  applied  to  leech-bites,  cnts,  and  other  recent 
wounds,  uot  the  upper,  as  we  had  been  led  to  suppose 
from  misunderstanding  the  application  of  the  term 
inner,  made  use  of  in  his  pamphlet. 
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In  noticing  the  address  of  Mr.  Carmichael  last 
week*  it  was  observed  that  we  do  not  hear  of  any 
restrictions  placed  upon  illegal  practitioners  is  she 
account  given  of  the  provisions  of  the  hill  prepared 
for  the  regulation  of  the  medical  profession.  We 
inferred  that  so  far  as  the  information,  official  or 
otherwise,  possessed  by  Mr.  Carmichael,  would 
carry  him,  the  uneducated  and  ill-informed  part  of 
taw  population  of  this  country  were  to  be  left  at  the 
mercy  of  every  unprincipled  character  who  may 
choose  thus  to  make  a  gain  of  them,  because  we 
found  Mr.  Carmichae!  not  only  silent  as  to  the 
existence  of  any  such  restriction,  but,  amidst  his 
qualified  approval  of  the  measure,  such  as  he 
presumed  it  to  be,  himself  expressing  the  sentiment 
"that  the  cross-counter  practice,  as  it  is  called,  of 
the  Eaghsh  druggist,  must  be  interdicted  by  some 
stringent  regulations.'*  We  are  entirely  of  the 
same  opinion,  and  unless  that  class  of  the  com- 
munity, which  at  the  same  time  is  the  most 
numerous,  and  most  requires  protection  from  the 
artifices  of  designing  and  interested  people,  shall 
receive  such  protection,  every  attempt  to  augment 
ne  quahncationa,  to  elevate  the  character,  and 
to  advance  the  position  of  the  general  practitioner, 
wul  ultimately  end  in  .throwing  the  poor,  at  least, 
more  into  the  hands  of  empirics  and  other  unqualified 
persons. 

The  powers  at  present  possessed  by  the  Apothe- 
caries' Company  are,  it  would  seem,  to  be  abrogated, 
and,  were  it  otherwise,  the  clumsy  and  inefficient 
node  m  which  the  scanty  measure  of  redress 
afforded  under  their  act,  is  attainable,  render  them 
almost  nugatory.  Six  actions  for  penalties,  which 
were  tried  within  a  comparatively  recent  period, 
were  conducted,  as  we  are  told,  at  an  average 
expence  to  the  Society  of  £330  each.  Can  we 
wonder,  then,  when  justice  is  so  expensive,  that 
the  law  should  so  commonly  be  broken  with 
impunity  r  On  the  contrary,  the  difficulties  thus 
thrown  in  the  way  of  the  conviction  of  the  offender, 
and  the  consequent  uncertainty  of  a  prosecution 
being  instituted,  act  rather  as  encouragements  to 
the  commission  of  the  offence  than  as  any  preven- 
tion against  it. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  practice  of 
unqualified  persons  without  restraint  is  one  of  the 
most  serious  public  evtts  connected  with  the  medi« 


from  ignorance,  or  from  folly,  have  rceetwee  to  them* 
is  a  scandal  to  the  legislation  of  the  country  and  to 
the  age.  We  are  told  that  it  is  impossible  to  pre- 
vent the  illegal  practice  of  medicine,-  that  the 
pretenders  to  a  knowledge  of  some  kind  or  other 
of  the  healing  art  are  nearly  as  numerous  as  the 
population,  and  that  the  disposition  to  foster  empi- 
ricism is  interwoven  with  our  very  nature. 

This  may  be  true  to  a  certain  extent ;  every  old' 
nurse  has  and  wUl  use  her  nostrum,  and  every  uses, 
woman,  and  child  amongst  us,  may,  like  the  goad 
people  of  Shrewsbury  of  the  olden  time,  have  a 
remedy  for  the  tooth-ache,  ready  to  be  recom- 
mended in  pure  benevolence  to  all  who  may  stand 
in  need  of  it,  and  whenever  circumstances  call  for 
its  use.  But  this  is  no  reason  why  the  legislature 
of  the  country  should  connive  at  the  wholesale 
destruction^  life  which  takes  place,  amongst  the 
children  of  the  poor  especially,  from  the  empirical 
administration  of  powerful  drugs,  in  whatever 
ailment  they  may  be  labouring  under,  nor  permit, 
designing  individuals  to  gain  a  comfortable  com- 
petency by  thas  extracting  the  hard-earned  pence 
from  the  unconscious  victims  of  their  arts  and 
mel-praetices.  It  exhibits  a  criminal  indifference 
for  the  lives  and  well-being  of  our  fe)!ow*ereatore*, 
to  say,  as  has  been  said,  <  We  point  out  to  you,  who 
are  qualified,  and  who  are  not ;  you.  must  choose 
for  yourselves  j  and  if  you  cbeoae  the  unqualified, 
yeudoso  at  your  own  peril,  and  must  take  the 
consequences,*  and  it  is  well  observed  m  the 
statement  of  the  Apothecaries  Company,  in  reply  to 
this  dogma :— u  This  is  wery  insnfibieut  protection 
to  afford  to  any  class  of  society  j  but  in  the  ease  of 
the  poorer  classes,  who  are  the  most  exposed  to 
danger,  from  the  practice  of  ignorant  and  unprin- 
cipled men,  (and  to  whose  protection  all  medical 
legislation  sfumld  have  a  special  reference,  or  it  is 
not  worthy  of  the  name  J  is  it  not  mockery  to  tell 
them,  *  You  may  satisfy  yourselves  by  inquiry  in 
the  pro)>er  quarter,  whether  this  or  that  practitioner 
is  a  qualified  person,  and  you  are  not  obliged  to 
employ  him,  if  he  is  not  ?*  In  a  ease  like  the 
present,  what  the  law  does  not  forbid,  it  must  be 
taken  to  sanction  ;  and  if  it  imposes  no  check  upon, 
the  practice  of  incompetent  men,  it  must  be  held 
responsible  for  the  monstrous  evils  which  result 
from  it.M 

Better  care  is  taken  of  that  which  is  of  far  less 
value  than  life  or  health,  and  in  various  cases, 
where  the  property  of  individuals  and  the  dross  of 
this  world's  goods  are  concerned,  every  precaution 
is  had  recourse  to  to  prevent  legal  interference  with 


cal  institutions  of  the  country.    Imperfect   and*  the  same,  excepting  by  persons  legally  qualified, 
heterogeneous  as  these  are  in  most  respects,  the       To  use  again  the  language  and  the  recommenda- 
)jeimi:»it'n   given    to  unqualified    pretendeis   to    lion  of  the  Society  of  Apothecaries  :  "  Let  the  law 


medical  knowledge  to  tamper  with  the  health  and 
lives  of  those,  who  from  poverty,  or  from  meanness, 


distinctly  affirm  that  no  one  shall  practise  the  heel- 
ing art  with  a  view  to  gain,  who  has  not  given, 


m 
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evidence  of  W»  competency;  punish  those  who 
o6%rj*agakrst  the  tew  to  this  retpect;  let  the  pro- 
cess,  be  simple  find  inexpensive,  the  punishment 
derfain,  and  following  closely  upon  the  commission 
of  the  offence ;  give  a  power  to  two  magistrate*  to 
convict  and  punish  by  fine  and  imprisonment, 
wfth  an  appeal  to  the  quarter  sessions/ 

If  these  provisions,  or  some  such  as  these*  be 
enacted,  we  will  vesture  to  affirm,  that  a  very  con- 
sjdeeable  -check  will  be  given  to  quackety  and 
illegal  practice,  and  what  is  of  more  consequence, 
many  valuable  lives  will  be  saved,  the  health  pre- 
served from  irreparable  injury,  and  the  comfort 
and  well-being  of  very  many  families  cf  the  indus- 
trious, classes,  thereby  promoted. 

It  is  of  coaeeqneuce  that  we  should  be  prepared 
to  make  an  efbrt  upon  this  point.  There  is  little 
probability  thai  the  Medical  Bill,  whatever  it  may 
be,  will  now  be  brought  in  this  session,  or,  if  brought 
in,  that  it  can  pass  into  a  law.  It  is  not,  therefore, 
yet  too  late  to  seek  this  substantial  reform  for  the 
medical  profession,— to  secure  this  great  benefit  for 
the  community*  The  result  of  the  investigation 
before  Lord  Ashley's  committee  will,  we  have 
some  reason  to  think,  disclose  a  great  amount  of 
almee  from  the  irregular  practice  of  druggists  and 
others  $  and  the  opportunity  should  not  now  be  lost, 
ef  endeavouring  to  get  some  provisipn  into  the 
measure  for  the  regulation  of  the  medical  profession, 
which  shall  replace  lh,e  imperfect  protection  a  (forded 
under  existing  statutes,  and  at  the  same  time  be  more 
cjfceUve,  less  expensive,  of  greater  facility  in 
its  application,  and  more  certain  and  quick  in  its 


MESMERISM. 


TO  THB  aniTOR  Or  T»B  PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL   AND 

surgical  journal. 
Sir, 

Is  not  the  subject  called  "  Mesmerism"  legitimately 
within  the  pale  of  medical  investigation?  If  an 
imposture,  should  we  not  expose;  if  truth,  should 
we  not  defend  it;  and  if  the  "juste  milieu"  he  the 
proper  path,  should  we  not  show  what  is  deception, 
and  what  may  seem  to  be  truth  ? 

We  have  had  a  mesmeric  exhibition  here  recently. 
It  was  conducted  by  a  respectable  professional  neigh- 
bour, and  may  be  considered  a  fair  specimen  of  the 
affair.  I  attended  it  for  personal  inquiry,  and  will  now 
very  briefly  (for  your  space  is  better  occupied  with 
practical  subjects)  generalise,  and  comment  on  the 


-The  exln>itfon -aimed  at  comprising  nervous .  sleep, 
with  catalepsy,  phreno-mesmerism,  clairvoyance,  &c. 
In  most  of  the  patients  there  seemed  to  be  nervout, 
sleep,  and  yet  there  appeared  in  every  thing  else  to  be 
collusion,  and  the  question  ifcight,  with  fairness,  have 
been  put  by  the  exhibitor,  "  How  can  they  deceive  if 
they  are  asleep  ?*■  Insensibility  to  ordinary  impressions, 
and  to  extraordinary  ,as  the  galvanic  shock,  was  proved, 


and  yet  the  patients  could  hear,  as  shewn  by  their 
antirerog  options,  and;  it  may  fairly  he  stfjumnjil 

could  think  and  deceive. 

The  object  of  my  present,  inquiry  is  to  suggest 
whether  nervous  sleep  may  not  be  like  some  hysterical 
seizures,  in  which,  with  apparent  insensibility  to  exter- 
nal impressions,  as  ammonia  to  the  nostrils,  &*.*  the 
patient  is  wide  awake  in  other  respects,  and  knows  sj| 
that  is  going  on  around  ?  M*y  fibers  not  also  he  i* 
the  temporary  nervous  or  mesmeric  sleep,  as  it  js 
called,  the  same  abnormal  constitution  of  mind  that 
exists  in  the  more  permanent  state  called  hysteria; 
the  same  love  of  the  marvellous ;  the  same  inclination 
and  desire  to  deceive ;  a  desire  truly  organic  and  mor- 
bid, becaitse  found  in  persons  who  ra  health  acre  of  tie 
most  frank  and  open  minds?  No  one  is  more  likely 
to  he  deceived  than  the  observer  of  what  may  he 
called  the  organic  deceit  of  persons  who,  so  far  /jojsj 
being  suspected  of  collusion,  are  supposed  to  be  in 
every  sense  asleep,  although  their  sleep  is  only  partial. 
VVe  know  thai  the  most  skilful  physicians  dften  fail  in 
proving  the  deceptions  of  hysterical  persons,  atift 
generally  satisfy  themselves  with  inferring  their  won- 
derful symptoms  and  sufferings  to  be  collusion,  when 
totally  inconsistent  with  the  criv^  course  of  aatuqf. 
I  can  see  the  closest  analogy  between  the  two  pbeoo- 


As  to  phreno-mesmerism ;— imagine  a  man  to  all 
appearance  asleep,  but  with  his  hearing  and  other 
faculties,  as  they  all  admit,  perfect  and  you  say,  u'<tirf 
whether  contact  on  his  organ  of  veneration  wfflset 
him  praying,"  will  he  not  hear  yon  ?— -and  areyeu  nee 
sure  to  be  deceived,  especially  in  an  abnormal  ftotojoi 
the  wjiple  nervous  system,  wjtere  the  loye  j#,  t\& 
marve Uous,  and  the  desire  to  deceive  are  unetjtuvocatiy 
conspicuous  ? 

There  will  yet  remain  to  the  mesmerist  tne  credit 
of  directing  attention  to  what,  although  similar,  mrisi 
be  said  to  be  a  different  state,  although  after  all 
it  may  only  be  the  effect  of  inonotonism*  The  case 
related  last  year  in  the  Provincial  Medical  Journal* 
by  Dr.  Cortes,  of  North  Carolina,  of , spiders  vq}o># 
from  the  internal  angle  of  .the  eyelids,  in  a  case  ,ef 
hysteria,  for  months  together,  is  a  parallel  to  the 
wonders  of  mesmerism.  No  investigations  could  prove 
deceit ;  hoc!  deceit,  as  the  act  of  a  moral  agent,  was 
not  suspected,  but  only  as  a  symptom  of  thai  uioroiA 
state,  hysteria,  which  always  presents  it.  The  analogy 
between  mesmeric  and  hysterical  sleep  would  be  very 
imperfect  were  a  disposition  to  deceive  absent  in  either* 
It  is,  indeed,  questionable  whether  the  nervous  system 
can  be  very  profoundly  affected  without  some  contem- 
poraneous affection  of  the  moral  as  well  as  of  the 
physical  constitution,  for  the  nervous  system  is,  under 
our  present  structure,  the  only  organ  of  the  mind.  We 
all  know  how  perverted  all  the  moral  sentiments  are  in 
ordinary  sleep.  That  there  was  deception  in  the  cases 
exhibited  here,  may  be  briefly  proved  from  the  CoDow- 
ing  succinct  statements :  the  uunatural  exhibition  of 
mental  characteristics,  such  as  ordinary  passjga  for 
firmness,  the  assertion  by  one  party  that  she  saw  what 
was  in  the  hand,  and  calling  it  a  tooth-pick,  when  it 
was  a  screw.  Some  cine  near  had  talked  about  trying 
her  with  a  tooth-pick.  Other  illustrations  might  be 
adduced,  hut  these  will  sufttce.  &ture  could  not 
have  been  at  work  here.    In  the  one  case,  the  me** 
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meric  deeper  most  have  heard  and  guessed ;  in  the 
other,  untutored  art  failed  to  exhibit  what  only  a  good 
actor  or  nature  herself  can  personify— firmness. 

•  If  you  consider,  Mr.  Editor,  my  suggestions  on  this 
point  worthy  the  consideration  of  future  observers,  I 
shall  be  happy  to  see  them  inserted  in  our  Journal,  as 
leading  to  further  inquiry.  They  are,  at  any  rate, 
followed  by  this  useful  corollary :  they  take  away  the 
bitterness  of  the  investigation  by  exonerating  many 
ingenuous  minds  that  are  prominent  in  the  investigation 
from  all  suspicion  of  having  drilled  parties  with  the 
view  of  imposing  on  the  public. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Yours,  very  truly, 

JAMES  DEANE,  Surgeon. 
Chatteris,  June  18,  1844. 


MR.  GARUCK'S  case  of  the  effects  of 
Hydropathy. 

.to  the  editor.  of  the  provincial  medical  and 
surgical  journal. 
Sir, 

The  case  of  Mr.  Waite  offers  one  or  two  points  for 
serious  remark.  We  learn,  that  ten  years  ago  he  was 
treated  for  stomach  disease,  and  was  completely  relieved 
by  the  treatment.  In  1840  he  had  a  fresh  attack, 
which  proofed  obstinate,  and  he  was  advised  to  take  a 
sea  voyage ;  he  did  so,  and  "  returned  home  sur- 
prisingly improved  in  health."  In  March  last  lie  had 
araqther  attack,  the  symptoms  of  which  were  strongly 
marked,  viz^  sensation  of  beat  in  the  stomach,  frequent 
*omrtiug,  pais  an  hour  and  a  half  after  taking  food* 
feast  instantly  relieved  by  esaests,  flatus,  tenderness  in 
•ait  particular'  spot  of  the  epigastrium,  irregularity  of 
bowels;  emaciation,  ftc.  Mr.  Garlick's  diagnosis  and 
prognosis  (He  is  scarcely  definite  enough  in  his  state* 
ment  of  the  former)  were  correct,  and  auCh  indeed  as 
most  have  forced  themselves  upon  the  mind  of  an 
intelligent  practitioner. 

In  reference  to  the  last  attack,  Mr.  Garlick  says,  his 
plan  of  treatment  (it  would  have  been  well  to  know 
what  it  was)  was  pursued  for  a  fortnight,  after  which 
the  patient  was  persuaded  to  go  to  a  cold-water  esta- 
blishment in  the  neighbourhood .  There,  strange  to  say, 
with  all  the  strongly-marked  symptoms  of  diseased 
stomach,  and,  we  may  fairly  presume,  with  the  benefit 
also  of  the  opinion  already  communicated  to  Mr. 
Waite,  by  his  regular  medical  attendant,  he  was  told 
by  the  medical  functionary  of  the  establishment  that 
"  it  is  the  liver  that  is  affected,  and  not  the  stomach  and 
bowels,  only  as  they  are  affected  by  the  liver ;  and/' 
writes  Mr.  W.  to  bis  family,  "he  speaks  with  the 
greatest  confidence  that  in  a  little  time  I  shall  be 
better."*  In  a  subsequent  letter,  Mr.  W.  wrote,  "when 
I  was  about  to  leave  the  doctor  on  Saturday,  I  asked 
hhn  how  soon  he  thought  I  should  be  ready  to  return. 
He  thinks  I  shall  be  ready  in  three  or  four  weeks  from 
to-day,  Tuesday,  May  7th" ;  and  on  the  following  day 
be  again  wrote,  "  I  think  I  may  now  say  that  I*an  in 
a  'fair  way  of  recovery,  according  to  the  doctor's  account, 
and'/  hope  be  is  correct."  Alas !  within  two  days  he 
was  returned  a  corpse. 

*  U  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  in  this  part  of  Yorkshire, 
to  be  fetter  is  &  provincial  ism  very  generally  signifying  .not 
amended  health  merely,  but  perfect  recover)  from  sickness. 


The  body,  when  examined,  completely  certiorated 
Mr.  Garlick's  diagnosis,  and  showed  no  tract  of  tttOrotn1 
structure  of  the  Ever,  bat  only  of  congestion  from  the 
blood  having  been  chased  in,  by  the  application  of  cold 
to  the  surface,  upon  the  internal  organs.  For  the  report, 
since  industriously  given  out,  that  Mr.  W.  "  died  from 
abscess,"  there  was  not  the  slightest  foundation."  * 

It  is  difficult  to  repress  our  feelings  of  indignation,  at 
a  useful  and  respected  member  of  the  community  being 
thus  suddenly  cut  off  by  improper  medical  treatment* 
in  .a.  public  and  much  vaunted  establishment  under 
assurances  too,  that  he  would  be  "  ready  within  three 
or  four  weeks"  to  return  to  his  family,  and  that. he  was 
"in  a  fair  way  of  recovery  according  to  the  doctor's 
account"  From  the  statement  given  us,  it  is  clear 
there  was  no  ground  whatever  for  those  assurances  ;  on 
the  contrary,  the  disease  wan  fostered  and  encouraged  to 
the  fatal  issue,  which  took  place  within  48  hours  after 
the  state  of  the  patient  was  thus  reported  to  his  aaxtooa 
family,  it  also  appears,  that  in  spite  of  the  palpable 
symptoms  and  the  information  availsble.from  the  patient 
himself,  the  nature  of  Mr.  Waite's  case  was  mistaken. 
The  treatment  was  therefore  unjustifiable,  and  the 
inflicting  of  the  "  water-cure"  at  hazard,  as  a  universal 
remedy,  highly  blameable.  It  is  inconceivable  that  a 
medical  man  should  have  sanctioned  the  application  of 
means,  absurdly  styled  the  water-cure,  which  were  the 
most  certainly  calculated  to  hasten,  at  they  did,  the 
fatal  result. 

With  thanks  to  you  for  your  indulgence,  and  to 
Mr.  Garlick  for  the  favour  of  obeying  my  call,  though 
he  would  seem  not  to  know  it, 

I  am,  Sir,  your  Obedient  servant* 

INQUISITOR. 


RETROSPECT. 


SMALL-POX   OCCURRING   AFTER  VACCINATION. 

The  following  results  Of  observations  made  in  1838, 
by  M.  Lossetti,  in  the  Small-pox  Ward  of  the 
Hospital,  at  Milan,  furnish  valuable  data'  for  the  solu- 
tion of  questions  still  requiring  elucidation.  The 
author  first  inquires  if  there  is  any  connection  between 
the  quality  of  the  vaccine  cicatrix  atfd  its  preservative 
power.  Of  420  patients,  arranged  in  three  classes; 
according  to  the  physical  characters  presented  by  the 
cicatrix,  in*  231  the  cicatrices  were  normal ;  in  124 
they  were  imperfect ;  and  in  65  only  were  they  very 
defective.  It  would  thus  seem  that  'the.  dontrfces 
most  regular  in  appearance  are  far  from  affording  the 
most  certain  guarantee  against  an  attack  of  variola. 
Does  this  presumed  test  o£  perfect  vaccination  render 
the  consecutive  variolous  eruption  lest  confluent? 
The  following  table  gives  a  very  explicit  answer  in  the 
negative  to  this  question : — 

Confluent.  Discrete.  Very  dts.  Tefal. 
"With  normal  cicatrices      83  91  57         231 

imperfect         .       53         49         22         ltt 

very  defective   .        18         28  19  4* 

420 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  number  of  vaccine  scare 
offers  any  greater  security  against  the  ocetirrehee'  of 
small-pox  than  the  perfect  character  of  the  cicatrix, 
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We  subjoin  another  table,  giving  the  author's  results 
on  ibis  subject  :«— 

Confluent.  Discrete.  Very  dis.  Total. 

With  only  one  cicatrix   30           30  16  76 

two  cicatrices  36           35  22  93 

three            -40           38  20  98 

four  or  more  48           65  40  153 


Is  the  disposition  to  contract  variola  after  vaccina* 
tion  owing  to  the  preservative  power  of  the  vaccine 
virus  being  weakened  by  successive  transmissions  ?  Or 
can  it  be  attributed  to  the  prophylactic  virtue  of  the 
virus  being  temporary,  and  limited  to  a  certain  number 
of  years  ?  The  author  adopts  the  second  explanation, 
in  proof  of  which  he  gives  the  following  statistic  of 
1411  patients,  observed  in  1837  and  1838,  all  affected 
with  variola  after  vaccination. 

Patients  under  5  years  of  age        -    130 

from   5  to  10         -        -    101 

from  10  to  15  -        -    151 

from  15  to  20  -        -    303 

from  20  to  25  -        -    282 

from  25  to  30  -        -    216 

from  30  to  35  -        -    160 

-  from  35  to  40  and  more  -      68 

Total  -        1411 

Taxing  into  consideration  that  all  these  patients  bad 
been  vaccinated  in  early  life,  and  the  decrease  in  the 
number  of  those  who  attained  the  age  of  30,  the 
preceding  statistical  statement  will  be  found  much  in 
favour  of  M.  LosMtti's,  opinion,  and  consequently  to 
establish  the  utUity  of  revaccination.--Geare//e  Medicate 
de  Parte. 

PROPERTIES   OP  GRAMINEOUS  XRGOT8. 

M.  Parola  gives  an  account  of  several  experiments 
which  he  bas  made  on  animals  and  on  man,  with  various 
gramineous  ergots.'  He  has  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  all  the  species  of  this  family,  or  class,  possess 
nearly  identical  properties,  and  that  their  sole  difference 
consists  in  the  intensity,  and  not  in  the  nature  of  the 
effects  which  they  produce  on  the  living  organism.  Since 
the  endeavours  which  he  has  made  to  cure  inflamma- 
tory affections  by  the  ergot  of  rye,  are  nothing  but  a 
repetition  of  experiments  already  made  by  other 
therapeutists  in  other  countries,  we  will  not  repeat 
tnem*  We  will  merely  say  a  word  on  the  much  more 
interesting  researches  Which  he  bas  made  on  the  action 
of  this  drug  in  healthy  subjects. 

Cass  i.—A  young  man,  aged  24,  was  received  into 
the  hospital ;  but  it  was  soon  discovered  that  he  had 
no/tying  at  all  the  matter  with  him.  On  the  17th  of 
Dscember*  his  pulse  being  67,  and  his  inspirations  20  in 
a  minute*  thirty  grains  of  the  powdered  ergot  of  rye 
were  administered.  In  two  hours,  fointness,  shivering, 
and  dyspnoea  ensued,  with  a  cold  skin.  Pulse  feeble 
and  slow,  60 ;  countenance  pale ;  pupils  dilated. 

The  next  day  another  dose  of  the  same  quantity 
caused  more  violent  symptoms;  diminution  in  the 
powers  and  temperature  of  the  body  still  more  marked. 
Poise  58 ;  respiration  15.  Notwithstanding  the  medi- 
cine being  given  up,  the  patient  continued  feeble  on 
the  3rd  and  4th  days,  and  his  pulse  remained  slow. 

Cask  ii. — A  young  medical  student  consented  to 
submit  to  the  experiment.  .  He  was  quite  well,  except 


that  be  was  in  the  habit  of  occasionally  losing  blood 
for  hypertrophy  of  the  left  ventricle. 

On  the  3rd  of  June  he  took  ten  grains  of  the  secale,' 
obtained  after  the  method  of  Wiggers.  On  the  6th  he 
took  twelve  grains  ;  and  on  the  7tb,  three  grains  of  the 
resinous  extract.  The  first  day  his  pulse,  which  wag 
previously  at  67t  bard  and  full,  fell  to  61,  and  became 
a  little  softer.  After  the  second  dose  it  was  at  60, 
and  there  was  a  very  perceptible  diminution  in  the 
heart's  pulsations,  and  a  marked  prostration.  But  the 
third  dose  effected  a  roost  remarkable  change.  He 
became  weak  and  feeble  as  if  be  bad  lost  blood,  and  the 
pulse  was  only  at  46.  The  face  became  pate  and 
anxious,  and  for  many  days  the  palpitations  to  which 
be  was  habitually  accustomed,  entirely  ceased. 

Cask  hi. — The  author  tried  the  experiment  upon 
himself.  On  the  17th  of  December,  being  in  perfect 
health,  he  took  twenty  grains  of  the  powdered  ergot  of 
rye.  In  about  an  hour,  nausea,  pain,  and  giddiness  in , 
the  head,  a  painful  feeling  of  constriction  in  the 
epigastrium,  and  shivering  of  the  limbs  ensued,  with 
so  great  a  loss  of  muscular  power  that  he  could  scarcely 
move  his  fingers.  The  pulse  fell  from  74  to  62.  This 
state  lasted  for  three  hours;  the  pulse  sank  to  60. 
lit  Parola  drank  a  little  wine  at  his  dinner,  but  its 
usual  effect  with  him— slight  cephalalgia,  did  not  now 
foUow.— Gazette  Medicate  de  Park. 

INOCULATION  OP    SALTS    OP     MORPHIA    P0R 
NEURALGIA. 

Dr.  Jaques,  of  Antwerp,  being  called  in  to  a  young 
girl,  who  had  a  very  obstinate  supra-orbital  neuralgia, 
having  in  vain  employed  antispasmodics.the  sulphate  of 
quinine,  and  salts  of  morphia  by  the  endermic  method, 
be  conceived  the  happy  idea  of  introducing  some  suk 
phate  of  morphia  by  inoculation  under  the  skin.  For 
this  purpose,  having  dissolved  two  or  three  centigram- 
roes  of  the  sulphate  of  morphia  in  a  small  quantity  of. 
water  on  a  bit  of  glass,  he  took  up  this  eolation  by 
means  of  a  vaccinating  lancet,  and  made  about  forty 
punctures  over  the  seat  of  pain ;  a  marked  relief  ensued. 
The  operation  was  repeated  for  some  days,  and  the 
patient,  who  had  been  for  a  long  time  ill,  was  com- . 
nlelcjy  cured.  The  same  plan  has  been  applied  in 
the1  treatment  of  sciatica;  the  inoculations  have, 
been  made  the  whole  length  of  the  sciatic  nerve, 
and  the  patients,  on  whom  all  other  kinds  of  treatment 
had  produced  no  effect,  have  been  completely  cured. 
Each  puncture  is  immediately  followed  by  a  white 
elevation  of  the  skin,  which  disappears  on  the  next  day. ' 
Poultices  are  useful  to  subdue  the  irritation  arising 
from  the  punctures.  This  is  a  certain  and  speedy  mode 
of  administering  energetic  medicines ;  and  it  is  pro- 
bable that  it  may  usefully  be  nad  recourse  to  in  many 
other  circurasunces.*— BwwrAordar,  Annumire  de  TO*-4 
rapeutique  for  1844,  in  linden  and  BHabaff* 
MoniAhj  Joarnal. 

Dr.  Castiglioni,  sn  Italian  physician,  has  employed  ' 
the  acetate  of  morphia  in  a  similar  manner.    Be  uses 
a  solution  of  three  grains  of  the  salt  in  half  an  ounce 
of  distilled  water,  and  inoculates  this  .solution  with  a  ' 
lancet,  making  numerous  punctures  in  the  course  of 
the  affected  nerve.— Qazzetta  Medina  di  MUamtk 

SINGULAR  OSSEOUS  DEPOSIT  WITHIN   TBB  CRANIUM 
,0P   PRBONANT  WOMEN, 

One  of  the  most  experienced  and  original  patbolo- 
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gical  anatomists  of  tbe  day  isHokftansky,  of  Vtehnf, 
who  is  stated  to  have  witnessed  several  thousand 
sotopsies  in  a  year ;  and  one  of  his  we])  substantiated 
facts,  so  singular  as  to  require  the  support  of  other 
eye-witnesses  to  gain  it  full  credence,  relates  to  the 
deposition  of  a  new  bony  structure  on  the  internal 
surface  of  the  cranium  in  pregnant  women.  Tbe 
same  had  been  previously  noticed  whilst  epidemic 
paerpcral  fever  prevailed  in  Vienna  in  1834. 

In  tbe .  midwifery  hospital  at  Vienna,  from  1827. 
to  1837,  inspection  took  place  of  the  bodies  of  1465 
women  who  died  in  child-bed;  and  in  1221  of  these 
victims  of.  puerperal  fever  in  all  its  various  forms, 
there  was  found  a  recent  thin  osseous  deposit  upon  the 
internal  surface  of  the  cranium,  mostly  of  the  parietal 
and  frontal  bones,-  nearly  toward  tbe  basis.  Rokitansky 
is  persuaded  that  this  new  deposit  of  osseous  matter 
within  the  cranium  is  not  connected  with  puerperal 
fever,  but  occurs  during  utero-gestation,  under  parti- 
cular circumstances  not  yet  denned,  for  he  has  met 
with  it  in  those  pregnant  women  who  have  died  sud- 
denly from  an  accidental  cause,  before,  during,  or 
t  after  delivery.— Omodei  Atmali  di  Medicina. 


WOUND  Of*  THE  HEART. 

A  woman,  32  years  of  age,  named  Angele  Ceccarclli, 
was  on  the  11th  of  July,  1843,  struck  with  a  knife  in 
the  region  of  the  heart.  She  fell  to  the  ground  uncon- 
scious, and  lost  a  great  quantity  of  blood.  M. 
Marini  was  immediately  called,  and  found  her  in  a 
state  of  complete  collapse,  covered  with  a  cold  sweat, 
the  respiration  difficult,  pulse  tremulous  and  uncer- 
tain. .  The  wound  occupied  the  inner  border  of  &e 
mamma,  about  two  inches  and  some  few  lines  from  the 
sternum,  and  had  penetrated  between  the  fourth  and 
fifth  ribs.  M.  Marini  thought  tbe  patient  in  great 
danger,  a  lesion  of  the  pericardium  being  very 
probable. 

She  was  taken  to  the  hospital,  and  on  the  next  day, 
being  better,  she  was  examined  by  another  physician, 
who  declared  it  to  be  a  simple  penetrating  wound, 
involving  no  chances  of  death.    Not  being  confided 


being  many  times  in  imminent  danger,  she  was  bled 
six  or  seven  times,  and  had  a  great  number  af  leeches 
applied.  The  external  wound  however  cicatrised,  and 
the  patient  was  sent  out  of  the  hospital  on  the  26th  of 
August,  declared  perfectly  cured.  She  was  after  this 
period  seen  several  times  in  the  streets,  presenting 
marked  signs  of  sinking.  At  last  on  the  15th  of 
September,  on  getting  up  early  to  evacuate  the  bowels, 
she  suddenly  fell  and  expired  in  a  few  minutes. 

Autopey.—The  external  cicatrix  was  perfectly  sound 
and  complete,  and  the  connecting  tissue  could  easily  be 
traced  between  the  fourth  and  fifth  ribs  to  the  cavity 
of  the  chest.  On  the  sternum  being  raised,  these 
escaped  from  the  left  thoracic  cavity,  eight  ounces  of 
fluid,  of  a  yellow  colour.  One  point  in  the  pericar- 
dium presented  an  abnormal  thickening,  as  though, 
from  traces  of  recent  inflammation.  There  were 
numerous  and  firm  adhesions  at  the  summit  of  the 
left  lung.  A  cyst  of  a  dark  blue  colour,  filled  with 
coagulated  blood  and  fluid,  adhered  by  a  large  pedicle 
to  the  left  side  of  the  pericardium,  and  the  pericardium 
being  raised  and  opened,  was  found  full  of  clotted 
and  fluid  blood,  the  quantity  being  estimated  at  about 


two  pounds.  The  heart  wss  atrophied,  thin,  and  full 
of  blood.  It  was  pierced  near  its  apex  by  a  round 
and  conical  opening,  which,  like  a  sphincter,  commu- 
nicated with  the  left  ventricle.  This  opening  was 
large  enough  to  admit  easily  an  ordinary  sized  pair  of 
pincers,  snd  presented  at  its  circumference  a  whitish 
callosity,  quite  uniform,  and  exactly  corresponding  to 
tbe  above-mentioned  cicatrix  of  the  pericardium. — 
Gtzettt  Medicmie  dt  Parie. 


SYDENHAM  SOCIETY. 
From  the  report  of  the  Council  of  the  Sydenham 
Society,  for  1843,  which  we  have  recently  received,  we 
learn  that,  in  addition  to  the  Treatise  of  Professor 
flecker,  formerly  issued,  and  the  work  of  M.  Louts, 
on  Phthisis,  now  just  circulated  amongst  the  members, 
the  promised  edition  of  Sydenham  will  shortly  be  in 
the  hands  of  the  subscribers.  We  have  had  several 
inquiries  respecting  this  last  work;  and  as  some  dissatis- 
faction has  been  expressed,  that  it  should  not  hare 
formed  the  first  publication  of  the  Society,  we  quote 
that  portion  of  tbe  report  which  refers  to  it. 
,*  "  It  was  not  without  some  regret  that  the  Council 
were  obliged  to  forego  their  original  intention  of 
issuing,  as  their  first  volume  a  carefully-edited  edition 
of  the  works  of  Sydenham  in  the  original  Latin.  It 
was  natural  that  the  operations  of  the  Society  should 
commence  with  the  issue  of  the  works  of  the  great 
physician  whose  name  it  bears.  A  good  Latin  edition 
of  Sydenham  has. long  been  a  desideratum ;  and  it  has 
been  felt  by  all  scholars  to  be  a  disgrace  that  the 
country  which  boasts  of  having  given  birth  to  a  second . 
Hippocrates  should  never  yet  have  produced  a  com- 
plete edition  of  his  works,  worthy  of  the  author.  By 
appointing  Dr.  Greenhill,  of  Oxford,  as  the  editor  of 
Sydenham's  Works,  the  Council  feel  assured  that  this 
desideratum  will  be  supplied;  and  they  are  happy  to 
he  able  to  report  that  the  Latin  edition  will,  in  jthe 
course  of  a  few  weeks,  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Sub- 
scribers. The  amount  of  labour  required,  and  the 
pains  which  Dr.  Greenhill  has  bestowed  on  his  task, 
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issue  of  Sydenham's  Works." 

The  members  will  be  glad  also  to  learn,  that  of  the 
other  books  already  announced  as  in  the  course  of 
preparation,  the  first  volume  of  the  works  of  Paulus 
jEgineta,  translated  and  edited  by  P.  Adams,  Esq., 
Is  already  in  tbe  press,  and  several  others  are  in  a  for- 
ward state. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 
Gentlemen  admitted  Members  on  Friday,  June  21s}, 
1844.— W.  Gibson;  P.  A.Jackson;   H.Deane;  E. 
Tegart;  J.  T.  Perinton ?  J.  R.  M.  Lewis;  J.  Hughes; 
G.  L.  Shine;  E.  Deane. 


BOOKS  RECEIVED. 
t4  Chemistry,  as  exemplifying  the  Wisdom  and  Bene- 
ficence of  God.    By  George  Fownes,  Ph.  D.,  Chemical 
Lecturer  in  the  Middlesex  Hospital  School.    London : 
Churchill,  1844, 12mo.,  pp.,  184. 

First  Lines  for  Chemists  and  Druggists  preparing 
for  Examination  before  the  Board  of  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society.  By  J.  Steggall,  M.D.,  M.R.C.S.,  Ac. 
Ac.    London ;  Churchill,  1844, 12mo.,  pp.  169. 


m PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AflP.SURglCAL  ASSOCIATION. 

PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  ANl>.  SURGICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

ANNIVERSARY  MEETING. 

The  Members  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association  are  informed  that  the  Twelfth 
Anniversary  Meeting  of  the  Association  will  be  held  at  Northampton,  on  Wednesday,  the  7th,  and 
Thursday,  thetith  of  August  next. 

The  First  General  Meeting  of  the  Association  will  be  held  in  the  County  Hall,  on  Wednesday, 
August  the  7th,  and  the  President  of  the  Council,  Dr.  Hastings,  will  resign  the  chair  at  one  o'clock  to 
A.  Robertson,  M.D.,  F.K.S.,  the  President-Elect,  who  will  then  address  the  Meeting;  after  which  the 
Report  of  the  Council  will  be  read  by  the  Secretary,  cases  will  be  read,  and  other  necessary  business 
w4tl  be  transacted. 

On  Wednesday  evening,  at  eight  p.m.,  the  Members  will  again  assemble  at  the  same  place,  when 
the  Retrospective  Address  on  Anatomy  and  Physiology  will  be  delivered  by  Dr.  W,  Budd,  of  Qpstol, 
and  Members  will  have  an  opportunity  of  reading  cases  or  other  abort  communications. 

Oa  Thursday  morning,  at  nine  o'clock,  the  Members  of  the  Association  and  their  friends  will 
DMftkfa&t  together  at  the  Angel  Hotel ;  for  which  breakfast  tickets;  at  2s.  6d.  each,  may  be  procured. 

At  twelve  o'clock  the  same  day  a  General  Meeting  of  the  Members  will  again  be  held  in  the  County 
Hall,  when  the  Retrospective  Address  on  Medicine  will  be  delivered  by  Dr.  Cowan,  of  Reading,  and 
eases  arid  other  communications  wltt  be  read. 

On  Thursday  evening,  at  six  o'clock,  the  Members  and  their  friends  will  dine  together  at  the  Geqrge 
FJotel  •  to  the  Dinner  the  admission  will  be  by  Ticket  of  8s.  6d.  each  ;  and  for  this  sum  Dinner,  Dessert, 
atyd  Coffee  will  be  provided,  but  Wine  is  not  included. 

.Members  are  requested,  on  arriving  at  Northampton,  to  repair  to  the  County  Hall,  where  James 
"  ,  Esq.,  Secretary,  and  other  Members  of  the  Local  Council,  will  be  in  attendance  to  give  every 
necessary  information  as  to  the  progress  of  business,  so  as  to  obviate  confusion.  Tickets  for  the  Break- 
fast and  Dinner  may  also  be  procured  of  these  gentlemen,  and  the  members  and  visitors  ar&jceqpae$td 
to  enter  their  names  and  address  in  a  book  which  will  be  there  provided. 

It  i*  requested  that  those  members  who  purpose  to  honour  the  Association  with  their company,  either 
at  Breakfast  or  Dinner,  will  signify  their  intention  to  Mr.  Mash;  on  or  before  Friday,  the  2d  of  August ; 
asjch  notice  being  extremely  desirable  to  insure  adequate  preparations  being  made. 

Members  intending  to  read  cases  or  papers  to  the  Meeting,  will  be  good  enough  to  intimate  their 
mtentfen*  either  to  the  President  or  the  Secretary,  on  or  before  the  29th  of  July. 

The  Secretary  will  be  in  attendance  to  receive  the  Subscriptions  and  Arrears  from  those  who  have 
not  previously  had  an  opportunity  of  paying  them,  and  those  Members  who  do  not  attend  the  Meeting, 
and  wish  to  rfemit  their  Subscriptions,  may  readily  do  so  through  friends  who  attend  the  Meeting,  or 
through  their  own  Bankers,  to  Messrs.  Roberts  and  Co.,  London,  for  Messrs.  Berwick  and  Co.,  Worcester, 
the  Treasurers  of  the  Association ;  or  the  same  may  be  t emitted  by  Post-office  order  to  Dr.  Hastings, 
or  Dr.  Streeten,  Worcester. 

ROBERT  . J.  N^  STREETEN,  M.D., 

Secretary  to  the  Association. 

The  attention  of  the  Members  of  the  Association  is  particularly  called  to  the  great  additional 
expense  now  entailed  upon  the  funds  of  the  Society.  By  the  arrangement  which  was  made  at  the 
Anniversary  Meeting  at  York,  the  Members  have,  since  that  time,  in  addition  to  the  Annual  Volume  of 
the  Transactions,  been  supplied  weekly  with  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  and  by  this 
arrangement  .they  are  receiving  both  these  publications  for  little  more  tlian  half  the  sum  which  is  paid 
for  a  weekly  periodica).  •  It. is  therefore  rendered  very  important  that  Members  should  be.  punctual  in 
the  payment  of  their  Subscriptions,  and  also  endeavour  to  increase  the  funds  of  the  Association  by 
enlisting  new  Members.  Members  wHl  much  promote  the  objects  of  the  Association  by  making  its 
advantages  known  among  their  medical  friends  and  acquaintance. 

*,+  It  is  requested  that  any  Member  who  has  not  received  the  Twelfth  Volume  of  the  Transactions 
will  immediately  Intimate 'the  same  to  the  Secretary,  who  will  make  a  proper  inquiry  into  tbe-cause  of 
the  error.  .7 

TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Comtrmm'csjtfons  have  been  received  from  Dr.  Toogood ;  Mr.  Allison ;  Mr.  Danieil ;  Dr.  Shapter;  Mr.Hntbaodi 

MinKoiisi  and  Mr.  Rom. 
The  Account  of  the  meeting  of  the  South  Western  Branch  of  the.  Provincial  Association  is  in  type,  bat  ve 

have  been  Under  the  necessity  «f  postponing;  its  insertion  nntil  next  week. 
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CASES  ILLUSTRATIVE  OP  THE  BENEFICIAL 
RESULTS  WHICH  MAY  BE  OBTAINED  BY 
CLOSE   ATTENTION  AND  PERSEVERANCE 
\/   IN  SPINAL  DEFORMITY. 

TO   THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL   MEDICAL   AND 
SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

Sir, 
I  have  pleasure  in  forwarding,  for  insertion  in 
your  valuable  Journal,  details  of  the  following 
cases  of  spinal  disease.  The  first  is  a  case  of 
caries  of  the  dorsal  vertebra?,  to  such  an  extent, 
that  the  patient  when  first  seen,  with  difficulty 
dragged  himself  upon  his  crutches,  his  chin  resting 
upon  the  sternum,  which  had  become  much  hol- 
lowed by  the  constant  pressure  ;  the  occiput  also 
rested  upon  the  projecting  spine,  and  each  side  of 
his  head  upon  his  shoulders:  the  second,  an  in- 
stance of  the  most  extreme  spinal  curvature  and 
general  deformity  from  rickets,  which  has  occurred 
to  me  in  the  course  of  my  practice.  An  outline 
of  the  former  of  these  cases,  for  the  first  eight 
months  that  it  was  under  treatment,  is  inserted  in 
the  second  edition  of  my  wort,  on  Diseases  of 
the  Spine;  but  the  conclusion  of  the  case  being  so 
exceedingly  satisfactory,  I  have  thought  it  desir- 
able to  give  it  publicity  in  the  pages  of  your^ 
Journal. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Yours  respectfully, 

S.  HARE. 
9,  Langham  Place,  London, 
June  20, 1844. 

W.  F.,  was  born  in  December,  1832.  When 
an  infant,  although  he  was  not  stout,  he  was  yet  a 
fine  child,  and  his  flesh  was  firm;  he  had  the 
hooping  cough  while  at  the  breast,  and  was  sub- 
sequently exceedingly  ill  from  enlargement  and 
hardness  of  the  abdomen.  In  June,  1834,  his 
nurse  slipped  and  let  him  fall,  in  consequence  of 
which  he  suffered  so  much  that  it  was  not  thought 
he  could  recover ;  he  did,  however,  so  far  improve, 
that  it  was  hoped  no  further  ill  effects  would 
follow.  In  the  month  of  September,  1835,  he  had 
the  measles;  in  the  spring  of  the  following  year,  a 
projection  of  some  of  the  dorsal  vertebra;,  with  an 
altered  form  of  bis  chest,  was  observed,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  cluld  walking  in  a  singular  manner, 
No.  15,  Jsly  10, 1814. 


holding  his  head  backwards,  and  having  his  should- 
ers much  raised.  Medical  assistance  was  imme- 
diately procured,  but  tlte  disease  progressed 
rapidly,  the  spine  and  sternum  becoming  more  and 
more  prominent,  which  they  have  continued  to  do 
to  the  present  time.  In  the  course  of  the  summer, 
be  lost  the  use  of  his  lower  extremities,  and,  for 
ten  months,  liad  not  any  sensation  in  them,  even 
when  they  were  pinched,  intentionally ;  the  spas- 
modic  contractions  in  them  during  the  nights  were 
most  severe,  his  limbs  being  forcibly  drawn  up  to 
his  body.  As  the  disease  advanced,  his  head, 
which  was  at  first  thrown  backwards,  fell  upon  his 
chest,  as  he  was  not  able  to  support  the  weight  of 
it  without  some  assistance  ;  his  strength  entirely  left 
him,  and  bis  emaciation  was,  and  lias  been  since, 
extreme.  His  whole  trunk  was  now  exceedingly 
deformed,  being  much  diminished  in  length;  his 
chest  was  greatly  contracted,  his  cough  very 
troublesome,  and  his  breathing  most  distressing, 
especially  when  asleep.  He  bad  the  greatest  diffi- 
culty in  turning  himself  in  bed ;  if  he  did  so,  be- 
woold  be  ten  minutes  or  more,  before  he  would 
recover  from  the  effects  of  the  exertion ;  his  com- 
plexion, at  these  times,  was  quite  livid.  From . 
this  period,  1837,  he  was  confined  altogether  to 
Ifte'bed  or  a  chair,  until  1842,  when  he  somewhat 
recovered  the  use  of  his  limbs,  so  as'to  be  able 
to  walk  a  few  yards  with  the  assistance  ci 
crutches,  but  his  debility  was  such,  that  it  was- 
painful  to  see  him  drag  his  limbs  after  him,  and  his 
difficulty  in  breathing  was  so  great  as  to  prevent 
him  walking  more  than  a  few  paces ;  but  no  symp- 
tom caused  him  so  much  suffering  as  his  difficulty 
in  micturition,  being  often  twenty  minutes  or 
more  in  excruciating  pain,  without  being  able  to 
relieve  himself  in  that  respect ;  the  secretion  from 
the  kidneys  was  dark  in  colour,  and  exceedingly 
strong  in  odour. 

June  27,  1843.  At  present  the  patient  is  suf- 
fering extremely ;  his  cough  is  very  troublesome, 
but  he  has  no  expectoration;  his  breaching  is 
extremely  difficult,  being  short,  frequent,  and  alt<»- 
gether  diaphragmatic,  at  times  producing  gre£t 
lividity  of  the  face;  he  is  troubled  with  headacli; 
bis  sleep  is  short,  much  disturbed,  and  apparent)/ 
accompanied  with  increased  difficulty  of  tespi- 
ration;  his  complexion  is  sallow  and  unhealthy, 
bis  skin  hot  and  dry ;  he  complains  of  general  an£ 
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great  lassitude  and  debiiity,rendering  bim  unwilling, 
if  lie  had  the  power,  to  exert  himself,  while  he  is 
so  feeble,  that  he  is  not  able  to  lift  even  a  trifling 
weight.  His  emaciation  is  extreme,  his  limbs  are 
wasted  to  the  bone,  his  cheeks  are  hollow,  and  his 
countenance  expressive  of  suffering.  The  spine  is 
exceedingly  distorted,  presenting  a  remarkable 
example  of  angular  projection,  including  all  the 
dorsal  vertebrae,  excepting  the  first  and  last,  the 
most  prominent  ones  being  the  fourth  and  fifth ; 
there  is  considerable  sorene*s  on  pressure  in  the 
course  of  the  diseased  vertebra?.  The  sternum 
projects  forwards  excessively,  the  ribs  are  much 
fattened  externally,  and  project  forwards  and 
downwards,  so  that  the  extremities  of  the  lower 
ones  fall  quite  within  the  brim  of  the  pelvis.  The 
shoulders  are  so  high  that,  on  a  lateral  view,  they 
almost  prevent  the  ears  from  being  seen,  and  the 
bead  is  embedded,  as  It  were,  in  a  hollow  formed 
by  them ;  while,  by  the  constant  pressure  of  the 
•bin' on  the  sternum,  the  upper  part  of  this  bone 
kas  become  very  much  depressseil. 

September  27.  The  patient  has  now  been  three 
months  under  treatment,  having  been  placed  on  an 
inclined  plane  and  had  gentle  extensions  by  means  of 
regulated  weights,  with  pressnre  on  the  prominent 
part  of  the  sternum ;  the  state  of  hrs  general  health 
has  also  been  attended  to  by  correcting  and  improv- 
ing his  digestive  organs.  The  symptoms  already 
enumerated  are  all  much  improved  ;  his  breathing 
is  less  difficult  and  his  sleep  more  composed  ;  his 
shoulders  which  were  as  high  as  his  ears  are  much 
lower  and  be  feels,  that  whan  he  has  occasion  to 
vise  for  necessary  purposes,  he  has  strength  for  it ; 
Ik  has  increased  in  height  two  inches. 

December  27.  A  cast  has  this  day  been  take*  of 
Die  patient,  and  certainly  notbtag  but  a  comparison 
of  this  bust  with  the  one  taken  when  he  first  came 
under  my  care  can  give  an  adequate  idea  of  the 
improvement  which  had  taken  place.  His  general 
kealth  is  much  better ;  his  breathing,  which  was, 
to  use  his  mother's  expression  "  awful,"  is  now 
quite  easy  ;  he  has  nearly  lost  his  cough,  is  much 
less  subject  to  colds ;  he  sleeps  well  all  night  and 
his  spirits  are  excellent. 

February  29,  1844.  All  his  symptoms  continue 
favourable;  bis  strength  lias  increased  so  much  that 
lie  can  walk  across  the  room  with  perfect  ease,  aud 
is  quite  erect,  although  some  protuberance  of  the 
spine  still  remains  ;  notwithstanding  the  develope- 
snent  of  his  body  generally,  his  chest  has  diminished 
an  inch  and  three-eighths  in  its  antero-posterior 
diameter,  having  increased  proportionably  in  its 
transverse  diameter ;  he  has  grown  since  Septem- 
ber last,  nearly  two  inches. 

June  20.  On  this  day  week  he  will  have  been 
ander  my  care  twelve  month?,  when  the  particular 
treatment  of  the  case  will  be  discontinued,  as  he 
•an  now  run  about  with  activity,  and  is  in  every 
lespect  better. 

This  great  change  has  been  effected,  I  am  happy 


to  say,  without  subjecting  him  to  a  single  hour'* 
pain  during  the  whole  time  be  has  been  under 
treatment. 

The  following  are  the  particulars  of  the  second 
case : — 

C.  O.,  aged  twenty-three  years,  was  born  a  fine 
child  in  November,  1820.  When  five  weeks  old 
she  had  a  severe  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  from 
which  she  was  not  expected  to  recover ;  this  attack 
left  her  exceedingly  weak.  In  April,  1823,  she  had 
a  fall  by  which  her  clavicle  was  fractured ;  she  now 
became  very  ill,  having  a  severe  bowel  complaint 
by  which  she  was  confined  to  her  bed,— was  ven 
much  emaciated,  and, subsequently,  unable  to  walk 
for  upwards  of  three  months.  This  illness  was 
followed  by  the  measles,  after  which  she  had  a  long 
confinement,  attended  with  eruptions  on  the  face 
and  head,  the  exact  nature  of  which  it  is  now 
difficult  to  determine.  She  afterwards  improved 
somewhat,  but  has  never  been  entirely  free  from 
pain  in  her  limbs,  and  indeed  throughout  the  whole 
body  since.  In  1826,  so  much  deformity  had  taken 
place  in  her  back  and  limb*,  that  she  bad  jointed 
iron  supports  made,  which  passed  round  the  abdo- 
men and  down  to  each  foot ;  she  wore  them  from 
nine  to  twelve  months,  but  was  obliged  to  give  up 
their  use. 

About  this  time  she  had  a  fell  upon  her  kt.ee, 
which  was  much  hurt,  and  soon  after  another, 
by  which  her  thigh  was  fractured  ;  she  again  suf- 
fered a  long  confinement,  and  was  subsequently 
obliged  to  use  crutches  for  nearly  twelve  months, 
being  weak  throughout  her  whole  frame,  but 
especially  in  her  limbs.  In  1832,  she  had  again 
the  misfortune  to  have  a  fall,  by  which  her  left 
leg  was  so  much  injured,  that  she  has  not  been 
able  to  put  it  to  the  ground  since,  being  obliged 
to  be  wheeled  about  in  a  carriage  made  for  the 
purpose.  Since  the  autumn  of  1835,  she  has  not 
been  out  of  the  house ;  such  indeed,  have  been  her 
sufferings,  that  since  June,  1837,  she  has  only  been 
once  (in  November,  1842)  off  the  crib  on  which 
she  now  lies,  and  although  the  removal  was  effected 
with  the  greatest  care,  she  was  three  or  four  days 
before  she  recovered  from  the  pain  which  it  occa- 
sioned. She  is  never  able  to  lie  down  entirely, 
but  has  four  or  five  pillows,  generally  the  latter 
number,  and  cannot  rest  without  them.  Her 
sufferings  are,  and  have  been  chiefly  in  the  chest 
and  abdomen,  though  her  back  and  limbs  have 
been  nearly  as  bad;  the  pains  and  distress  are 
almost  unceasing,  so  that  she  has  rarely  any  respite 
even  for  an  hour.  In  January,  1842,  she  bad  the 
influenza,  and  was  very  ill  for  three  weeks  or  a 
month,  and  bad  an  almost  constant  cough  for  six 
weeks,  with  pain  in  the  chest,  and  an  increase  o 
nearly  all  her  symptoms,  and  was  many  months 
before  she  regained  even  her  usual  strength. 

May  I,  1844.  The  patient  this  day  came  under 
my  care.  The  distortion  of  her  spine  to  the  left  w 
of  extreme  extent;  the  ribs,  especially  the  earn* 
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laginous  portion  of  them,  on  the  same  side,  and  the 
whole  abdomen,  project  excessively,  and  so  much 
is  the  body  twisted,  that  the  left  nipple  is  directly 
underneath  the  anterior  border  of  the  axilla  on  that 
*idef  while  the  umbilicus  is  in  a  perpendicular  line 
with  these  two  parts,  so  that  it  is  displaced  fully  four 
and  a  half  inches  to  the  left  ;  the  ribs  of  the  right 
side,  in  curving  over  to  the  opposite  side,  form  a 
deep  fossa  above  the  right  hip,  where  the  folds  of 
the  integuments,  from  being  in  constant  contact, 
and  from  the  frequent  friction  which  takes  place 
between  them,  are  often  inflamed,  and  give  rise  to 
almost  constant  soreness.  The  right  hip  projects 
extremely,  and  above  it  there  is  very  considerable 
incurvation  of  the  spine.  The  bones,  both  of  the 
arms  and  fore-arms,  are  distorted,  and  both  thighs 
have  an  anterior  curve ;  the  tibia  and  fibula  of  the  left 
leg  are  also  much  curved  in  the  same  direction,  and 
rather  outwards,  so  that  the  sole  of  the  foot  is  some- 
what bent  inwards.  This,  however,  is  much  more 
the  case  with  the  right  side,  for,  at  about  two  inches 
above  the  ankle,  the  bones  of  the  leg  are  suddenly 
distorted  inwards  at  so  acute  an  angle,  that  the  sole 
of  this  foot  looks  inwards  and  upwards  towards  the 
left  shoulder,  and  she  can  see  it  as  she  reclines  on 
her  crib. 

The  patient  suffers  from  very  severe  attacks  of 
spinal  irritation,  giving  rise  to  extreme  pain  in 
various  parts  of  the  chest,  abdomen,  and  bead,  with 
corresponding  tenderness  along  the  course  of  the 
spinal  column,  and  she  has  frequent  attacks  of 
hysteria.  The  tongue  is  white  and  furred,  appe- 
tite very  bad,  thirst  considerable,  bowels  irregular, 
sometimes  not  being  moved  for  four  or  six  days. 

She  was  now  removed  from  the  crib,  which  bad 
been,  for  seven  years,  her  chair  by  day  and  her  bed 
at  night,  and  placed  upon  an  inclined  plane,  and  in 
a  few  days  gentle  extension  was  made  by  means  of 
slight  weights  attached  to  the  feet,  axilla?,  and 
head,  the  use  of  which  was  at  first  limited  to  an 
hour  or  two  per  diem,  but  which  have  since  been 
;  i) creased  both  in  weight  and  in  the  periods  during 
which  they  have  been  used  ;  besides  which,  frictions, 
compresses,  and  other  means,  were  adapted  and 
applied  to  the  most  projecting  parts,  and  in  addi- 
tion to  these,  close  attention  has  been  paid  to  her 
general  health,  and  the  state  of  her  digestive  organs. 
Gentle  purgatives,  together  with  tonics  and  slight 
stimulants,  (quinine,  with  tincture  of  cardamoms, 
camphor,  and  sulphuric  aether,)  have  with  this 
view  been  administered.  Great  pains  were  also 
taken  to  promote  the  expansion  of  the  chest. 

June  8.  Under  this  plan  the  most  satisfactory 
improvement  has  been,  and  is  taking  place.  Her 
health  is  better,  her  appetite  improved  ;  the  func- 
tions of  the  stomach  and  bowels  are  more  effi- 
ciently performed,  the  spinal  irritation  and  conse- 
quent pains  in  the  chest  and  abdomen  extraordinarily 
diminished,  and  of  the  hysterical  attacks,  from  which 
she  so  frequently  suffered,  she  has  had  but  one 
single  return.    Such  was  the  deformity  of  her  chest, 


and  the  state  of  her  lungs,  that,  on  the  first  of  May, 
on  taking  a  deep  inspiration,  she  was  able  to  expire 
only  .25  cubic  inches  of  air,  while  such  has  been  the 
increase  m  the  capacity  of  the  chest,  she  is  this  day 
able  to  expire  rather  more  than  50.  This  is  ascer- 
tained by  means  of  a  glass  vessel,  marked  with 
cubic  inches,  from  10  to  200;  this  is  filled  with 
water,  and  inverted  in  a  pneumatic  trough ;  the 
patient  then  fills  his  or  her  chest,  and  breatlies . 
through  a  glass  tube  into  the  meter ;  the  quantity 
of  water  displaced  showing,  of  course,  the  capacity 
of  the  lungs* 

June  20.  The  form  of  the  chest,  &c,  of  the 
patient,  continuing  so  obviously  to  improve,  I  have 
this  day  a  third  time  ascertained  its  capacity  in  the 
way  above-mentioned,  and  am  glad  to  say.that  there 
is  again  an  increase  of  20  cubic  inches  over  the 
number  last  named,  as  she  is  now  able  to  expire 
rather  more  than  70. 

There  is  much  less  projection  of  the  chest  and 
abdomen  to  the  left,  the  umbilicus  being  within 
two  inches  of  the  median  line,  and  the  left  nipple 
has  resumed  more  of  its  natural  position,  besides 
which,  the  breasts  are  commencing  to  be  slightly 
developed,  they  having  before  been  as  fiat  as  in  a 
girl  often  years  of  age.  The  deformity  of  the  left 
tibia  and  fibula  is  diminished  ;  and,  as  regards  the 
angle  in  the  right,  which  before  was  so  acute  that 
the  little  finger  could  not  be  placed  in  it,  there  is 
now  a  space  of  at  least  three-quarters  of  an  inch. 

The  following  measurements  will  give  an  accurate 
idea  of  the  relative  proportions  of  the  different  parts 
of  the  body,  as  regards  the  length  on  the  right 
side.  The  first  row  of  figures  exhibits  the  state  she 
was  in  on  the  1st  of  May  j  the  second,  that  on  the 

20th  of  June. 

Mayl.  Jone?** 

Inches.  Inches 

Fnm  the  vertex  to  the  clavicle    .9  .9$ 

cavicle  to  the  hip  .6  8£ 

♦hip  to  the  knee  .        .8  ..      11 

knee  to  bend  in  the  leg    7  .        7 

bend  to  the  heel  .6.5 

36  41 

From  the  above  table  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
body,  from  the  knee  upwards,  has  increased  six ' 
inches,  while  the  convex  angle,  formed  by  the  bend 
in  the  right  leg,  has  diminished  one  inch,  conse- 
quently the  increase  in  the  entire  length  of  the 
patient,  since  the  first  of  May,  is  five  inches. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  state  that  I  have 
not  the  least  hesitation  in  believing  that  she  will 
continue  to  improve ;  and  I  shall  have  pleasure,  at 
some  future  period,  in  transmitting  an  account  of 
the  further  progress  she  may  make. 

•  The  distortion  about  the  pelvis  is  so  great,  that  it 
cannot  be  said  to  add  to  her  length  at  all. 
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REMOVAL  OP  THE  UTERUS  W  LIGATURE. 


SUCCESSFUL  REMOVAL  OF  1MB  UTERUS 

.       ,  BV  LIGATURE. 

/  By  4o*±*Mmh  Toaooou,  M.D.»  Jnridgewater. 

The  following  esse,  although  not  similar  to  that 
published  by  Mr.  Crosse,  in  the  Journal  of  the  12th  of 
*une,  affords  an  additional  example  of  the  safety  and 
propriety  of  removing  the  uterus  under  certain  cir- 
cumstances. 

About  sixteen  years  ago  I  was  requested  to  visit 
Miss  Imaged  about  forty,  who  was  represented  to  be 
suffering  from  a  considerable  swelling,  which  prevented 
Kcr  frt>m  passing  any  water.  The  introduction  of  the 
catheter  wns  rendered  somewhat  difficult  from  the 
I1  rot  ration  of  a  large  mass  from  the  vagina,  but  after  a 
Ltttt  lime  I  succeeded  in  drawing  off  between  two  and 
three  'pints  of  water,  and  then  proceeded  to  make  a 
move  accurate  examination,  J  found  that  the  uterus 
was  completely  prolapsed,  and  hanging  down  between 
the  thighs.  There  was  not  much  difficulty  in  returning 
it,  or  retaining  it  in  its  natural  situation  by  a  large  globu- 
lar India-rubber  pessary,  which  I  directed  to  be  removed 
occasionally  and  replaced.  I  heard  nothing  more  of 
my  patient  for  three  years,  when  I  was  again  desired 
to  see  ber  on  account  of  a  profuse  and  most  offensive 
discharge,  Which  had  existed  for  some  time.  To  my 
very  great  surprise  I  discovered  that  the  pessary  had 
never  been  removed,  which  at  once  explained  the 
cause,  and  I  was  actually  obliged  to  deliver  her  of  it 
with  the  forceps.  From  that  time,  as  I  subsequently 
1  enrol,  it  was  never  replaced,  consequently,  the  uterus 
was  ■  frequently  coining  down,  and  prolapsing  be- 
yond the  external  parts,  and  she  had  acquired  the 
habit  of  returning  it  by  sitting  over  an  open  space,  and 
P tubing  it  back  with  ber  fingers.  This  course  was 
I  m sued  until  the  13th  of  April  last,  when  it  came 
down,  and,  after  making  repeated  ineffectual  attempts 
to  return  it  for  three  days,  she  sent  for  my  lute  partner, 
Mr.  Parsons,  who  gives  me  the  following  statement : 

**On  "Wednesday,  April  17th,  I  was  sent  for  to  see 
MissL.,  a  maiden  lady,  nearly  sixty  years  old,  who  I 
had  before  known  to  have  been  suffering  from  a  pro- 
lapsus of  the  womb ;  on  my  arrival  I  was  informed 
that  this  bud  come  down  on  the  Saturday  previously, 
during  a  violent  fit  of  coughing,  and  that  all  her 
attempts*  to  reduce  it,  had  failed.  On  examination  I 
discovered  a  very  large  protrusion  of  a  pyriform  shape, 
and  extending  from  the  vagina  to  at  least  seven  or  eight 
inches*  -The  surface  was  not  very  sensitive,  but  was  of 
a  red,*  fetid  colour,  and  in  some  parts  ulcerated  and 
ecchyiM»«d  from  repeated  attempts  to  effect  its  reduc- 
tion, and  (rout  which  some  hnmorrhage  occasionally 
occurred.  .  Every  endeavour  on  my  part  to  return  it 
being:  fruitless,  I  ordered  some  leeches  and  cold  appli- 
cation* to-be  used,  hoping,  in  a  day  or  two,  by  these 
fuean%to  reduce  its  bulk,  so  as  to  enable  me  to 
return  it.  None  of  these  remedies,  however,  succeeded, 
and  is,  ob  it  toore  careftil  examination,  I  discovered 
that  the  neek  of  •  this  large  mass,  as  it  entered  the 
vagina,  rather  diminished  in  size,  I  requested  a  consul- 
tation with  my  friend  Dr.  Toogood,  who  had  formerly 
attended  the  patient,  who  agreed  with  me  on  the  prac- 
ticability and  safety  of  removing  the  whole  by  ligature. 
•Accordingly,  on  Sunday  the  21st,  we  applied  a  Kgatnre 
very  firmly  round  the  neck  of  the  swelling,  Just  within 
the  vagina,  and  took  away  the  protruded  part  imme- 
diately. 


♦'The  mass  remove*  was  about  two  pounds  weight, 
the  shape  of  the  uterus,  but  its  structure  much  altered 
in  character,  the  cavity  being  quite  obliterated,  and 
the  os  uteri  become  almost  cartilaginous.  No  bad 
symptoms  ensued,  and  she  told  me  yesterday,  the 
22nd,  that  she  was  as  well  as  when  she  was  sixteen. 

"  On  examination,  no  uterus  can  be  discovered,  but 
the  vagina  seems  to  terminate  in  a  short  cul  de  sac." 

At  the  time  I  met  Mr.  Parsons  in  consultation,  the 
patient  was  in  a  very  suffering  state  from  general  irri- 
tation and  repeated  discharges  of  blood,  and  as  the 
parts  had  begun  to  assume  a  somewhat  flaccid  and 
livid  appearance,  I  thought  the  safest  course  would  be 
to  remove  the  whole  as  speedily  as  possible,  and  I  advised 
the  operation  with  the  greater  confidence,  from  having, 
in  the  course  of  my  experience,  known  two  other  cases 
in  wliich  the  whole  body  of  the  uterus  was  removed  by 
ligature,  without  any  immediate  danger ;  but  as  these 
cases  were  not  my  own,  I  know  nothing  of  the  details 
or  ultimate  event  of  either. 

Bridgewatcr,  June  24,  1844. 
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CASE  OF  PERITONEAL  DROPSY. 
By  Edward  Dasiell,  Esq.,  Newport  Pagnell. 

In  offering  the  following  case  to  the  profession,  lam 
aware  that  I  am  adding  but  very  little  to  the  general 
stock  of  knowledge  in  peritoneal  dropsy,  but  as  the 
case  wns  successful,  and  that  after  only  one  operation, 
I  thought  the  particulars  of  it  wonld  not  be  unaccept- 
able, for  to  practical  men  one  fact  is  of  more  value 
than  a  thousand  suggestions. 

"  ■  ,  37  years  of  age,  was  delivered  on  the  3rd 
of  April,  1835,  of  her  fifth  child ;  the  case  was  simple, 
and  the  labour  not  protracted  ;  a  month  passed  on 
without  any  symptom  of  an  unpleasant  character. 
She  was  enabled  to  pay  several  friendly  visits  to  ladies 
who  had  favoured  her  with  kind  enquiries  during  her 
confinement,  and  on  one  of  these  visits  was  overtaken 
by  a  shower,  which  made  her  damp  and  uncomfortable, 
but  anticipating  no  evil,  she  did  not  regard  it.  She 
was  however  seised  on  the  following  day  with  severe 
pain  over  the  whole  abdomen,  which  seemed  at  length 
to  concentrate  itself  in  the  left  groin.  The  pain  was  so 
intolerable  that  she  could  not  stand  erect,  and  there  was 
tenderness  on  pressure,  costiveness,  and  pyrexia,  symp- 
toms clearly  indicating  inflammation  of  the  peritoneum. 

She  was  bled  in  the  arm,  leeched,  cupped,  and  blis- 
tered, and,  as  the  attack  was  combined  with  considerable 
cerebral  disturbance,  her  hair  was  close  cut  off,  spirit 
lotions  applied  to  the  head,  and  the  general  antiphlo- 
gistic plan  pursued.  By  this  process  the  inflammatory 
symptoms  gave  way,  but  they  were  only  yielding  to 
exhibit  another  form  of  disorder,  too  common  where 
membranes  analogous  to  the  peritoneum,  are  the  seat 
of  active  mischief. 

Tumefaction  of  the  abdomen  became  visible  in  n 
week  after  the  inflammatory  symptoms  had  subsided, 
fluctuation  was  perceptible,  and  I  need  not  add,  that 
from  the  obstinate  nature  of  such  cases  generally,  the 
final  result  was  referred  to  with  very  gloomy  anti- 
cipations. 

Small  and   repeated  doses  of  mercury  weie  given 

without  any  obvious  effect  upon  the  system  ;  ptyalism 

could  not  be  induced;  elaterium   in  its  usual  forms 

was  administered,  and  neutral  diuretic  salts  combined 
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with  every  agent  generally  .employed  to  route  the 
torpid  condition  of  the  kidneys,  hut  without  effect 
Recourse  w  then  had  to  small  end  repeated  doeeo  of 
iodide  of  potassium,  and  an  ointment  compounded  of 
the  same  salt  was  directed  to  be  rubbed  freely  over 
the  abdominal  region.  The  effect  of  this  ointment 
was  to  produce  extensive  cutaneous  irritation,  and  the 
tenderness  was  so  great,  that  the  patient  begged  to 
have  it  laid  aside.  It  was,  however,  repeatedly  used 
when  the  condition  of  the  skin  would  permit 
it.  In  spite  of  these  measures  the  accumulation 
gained  ground ;  the  patient  became  cachectic,  and  so 
exceedingly  reduced  in  flesh,  that  it  became  obvious 
that  she  would  sink,  if  the  disorder  could  not  be  over- 
come by  other  means,  than  those  hitherto  employed. 

I  therefore  proposed  an  operation,  being  convinced 
that  if  any  good  wss  to  be  derived  from  removing  the 
accumulation  by  such  process,  it  would  be  better  to 
do  it  without  the  least  delay. 

I  consulted  my  friend,  Dr.  R.  on  the  subject,  who 
bestowed  much  pains  in  considering  the  case;  he 
thought  with  me  that  it  would  not  be  possible  to 
avoid  an  operation,  but  suggested  a  plan  of  treatment 
which  might  have  a  fortnight's  trial,  and  then  if  no 
good  resulted,  to  proceed  at  once  to  paracentesis 
abdominis. 

The  medicine,  however,  produced  no  effect ;  it  did 
not  even  stimulate  the  kidnies  to  more  activity  than 
what  had  been  done  previously,  while  the  accumula- 
tion was  increasing  daily,  and  the  distention  of  the 
abdomen  distressing.  Therefore,  on  the  17th  of  June, 
just  eight  days  after  Dr.  R.  had  seen  her,  and  six  weeks 
from  the  commencement  of  the  attack,  I  performed 
the  operation,  assisted  by  my  excellent  friend,  Mr. 
Rogers,  of  this  town,  when  fourteen  pints  of  dark 
coloured  fluid,  resembling  in  appearance  water,  m 
which  aloes  and  saffron  were  infused,  were  abstracted. 
The  patient  bore  the  operation  well,  the  abdomen  was 
well  bandaged ;  she  was  put  to  bed,  and  from  that  time 
to  her  perfect  recovery,  not  one  important  symptom 
occurred.  She  has  since  had  two  other  children,  and 
with  the  exception  of  occasional  constipation,  which 
indeed  has  always  been  her  peculiar  habit,  she  enjoys 
at  this  time  perfect  health.  The  secretion  of  milk, 
which  was  scanty  during  her  illness,  became  most 
-abundant  after  her  recovery,  and  she  was  enabled  to 
suckle  her  infant  her  usual  time. 

Remarks: — This  case  has  suggested  to  me  one 
material  point  in  the  treatment  of  peritoneal  dropsy, 
viz.,  not  to  uselessly  protract  an  operation.  Effusion 
may  be  considered  as  one  of  the  accidents  of  inflam- 
mation, and  occurs  without  any  hydropic  disposition ; 
but  if  water  be  suffered  to  remain  for  months  in  the 
cavity  of  the  abdomen,  vitiating  and  emasculating  the 
bowels,  and  weakening  the  energy  of  tjhe  absorbent 
vessels,  it  appears  obvious  the  accumulation  will 
return,  and  an  hydropic  diathesis  be  induced.  I  am 
also  incliued  to  think  that  the  previous  medical  treat- 
ment had  its  share  in  this  successful  recovery,  for 
although  the  mercury  and  iodine  were  incapable  of 
exercising  an  Influence  on  the  vast  body  of  water 
deposited,  who  shall  say  that  when  that  water  was 
removed  they  were  not  actire  agents  in  preventing,  a 
return  ? 

Newport  Pagnell,  Bucks,  June  25, 1844. 


CASE  OF  TWINS,  IN  WHICH  THB  ILACENT A 
OF  THE  FIRST  CHILD  WAS  NEARLY  DE- 
TACHED, BEFORE  THE  MEMBRANES  OF 
THE  SECOND  WERE  RUPTURED. 

to  the  editor.  of  the  provincial  medical  ano  ' 
surgical  journal. 
Sir, 

There  is  not  anything  new  either  in  the  following 
case,  or  the  treatment  of  it,  but  perhaps  it  might  have 
been  managed  better ;  and  if  so,  my  want  of  due  care 
on  the  occasion  may  be  a  caution  to  others  who  aseet 
with  similar  cases ;  for  it  is  easier  to  see  afterwards 
what  might  have  been  done,  than  to  do  everything, 
well  at  the  time  of  such  an  occurrence.  From  these 
considerations  I  send  the  case  for  your  decision,. 
whether  or  not  the  publication  of  it  may  be  desirable, 
remaining,  Sir, 

Yours  respectfully, 

W.  ALLISON 
East  Retford,  June  24, 1844. 


I  wss  requested  on  the  24th  of  May,  1844,  to  see  a 
woman,  (the  wife  of  a  butcher,  named  Hawkatey,) 
who  was  supposed  to  be  in  labour  of  her  fourth  child, 
and  who  had  suffered  from  frequent  uterine  fains 
which  had  prevented  her  from  sleeping  during  the  last 
twenty-four  hours.  The  child's  head  was  felt  pre- 
senting at  the  brim  of  the  pelvis ;  not  pressing  upon 
the  lower  part  of  the  uterus,  round  the  os  uteris  the 
os  uteri  nearly  as  large  as  a  half-crown  piece}  the 
membranes  neither  broken  nor  protruding*  There 
was  a  coloured  though  not  excessive  discharge.  She 
was  desired  to  get  into  bed,  and  to  take  some  gruei, 
which  was  not  to  be  hot, 

On  calling  again  after  a  lapse  of  some  hours*  the 
membranes  were  rather  protruding,  but  the  pains 
were  still  inefficient.  The  woman  told  me  thai  One 
of  her  intimate  friends  had  remarked  that  day,  "  From 
your  size,  you  do  not  appear  to  me  to  be  at  your  lull  ' 
time;"  and  she  named  that  remark  to  me,  just  at 
the  moment  when  I  was  thinking  that  the  uterus  was 
over  distended,  and  more  probably  so  by  two  chttdnm 
than  by  an  unusual  quantity  of  liquor  amnii*  On 
examining  her  body  externally,  it  felt  large  at  the 
sides,  and  as  if  the  uterus  contained  twins. 

As  the  edge  of  the  os  uteri  had  become  thinner,  the 
membranes  were  ruptured,  and  in  about  one  bow  a 
child  was  expelled ;  the  navel-string  was  tied  and  cuU 
when  the  untied  end  bled  so  freely  as  to  inquwe  a 
ligature.  On  passing  a  finger  along  the  coed,  about 
half  the  placenta  was  felt  in  the  vagina  }  as,  however, 
the  abdomen  was  not  much,  less  in  aiae,  I  made  my 
left  arm  bare  and  passed  my  hand  beyond  the  placenta 
into  the  uterus.;  when  feeling  a.  second  head,  I  again 
ruptured  the  memhmnesland  thenfeelingwhatl  thought 
was  a  Huee,  pulled  it  down,  and  found  a  Mand  in  the 
vagina.  Having  returned  my  hand,  having  found  two 
knees,  and  having  ascertained  that  they  belonged  to 
one  child ;  I  used  a  good  deal  of  force  in  turning  the 
child  with  its  legs  downwards,  the  disturbance  of 
which,  produced  some  pains,  and  a  second  child  wee 
soon  expelled,  banging;  the  first  placenta  before  it. 
There  was  profuse  hssmorrhage  during  the  extraction 
of  the  second  child.    The  other  placenta  was  readily 

p-led  off»  fa,m  *•  'hSlSltgS^QoWglC" 
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EXPERIMENTS  ON  THE  LIVING  ANIMAL. 


quietly  brougnt  away  without  producing  any  wWrlae 
'contractions  there  was  still  free,  hemorrhage,  and  as 
I  had  nrevionsly  asked  for  a  pail  of  water,  cold  from 
the  we]],  I  held  my  left  hand  and  arm  a  minute  or 
tWe  m  it,  and  again  passed  that  hand  to  the  fttndus  of 
the  uterus,  which  part  I  preated  between  the  left  fiat 
and  the  right  hand  taken  from  cold  water  and  placed 
externally.  At  the  same  time  I  might  have  attempted 
to  press  altogether  npon  the  common  Utoc  vessels,  bet 
did  not  think  of  it  at  the  moment  when  it  might  have 
been  practicable.  After  having  changed  the  point  of 
pressure  once  or  twice,  there  was  a  strong  uterine 
contraction  round  my  wrist,  not  my  fist,  and  a  more 
free  haemorrhage  from  below  the  contracting  part,  the 
spot  where  the  first  placenta  had  been  attached,  near 
the  neck  of  the  uterus,  which  induced  me  to  bring  my 
left  hand  below  the  contracting  part  and  to  keep  up 
pressure,  between  my  hands,  at  the  lower  part  of  the 
uterus,  until  it  also  was  contracting  tolerably  well. 
Napkins  wrung  out  of  cold  water  were  applied,  to- 
gether with  forcible  pressure  of  the  uterus  between 
ay  hands  placed  externally ;  several  folded  towels 
were  placed  upon  the  abdomen  below  the  navel,  and  a 
broad  tight  bandage  round  the  hips  and  body.  Thirty- 
five  drops  of  Battley's  sedative  solution  were  adminis- 
tered ;  the  nurse  was  desired  to  keep  the  room  cool ; 
to  give  cold  water  occasionally,  and  to  let  the  woman 
remain  several  hours  as  she  was  (in  her  dress)  without 
disturbing  the  bandage.  The  following  morning, 
the  report  was,  "That  the  woman  was  very  fainty  one 
hour  after  I  left  her ;  that  she  did  not  faint  completely ; 
bnt,tlietsJiehadlestage^deaie^daschiwge/v  There 
was  rather  unusual  discharge  during  the  first  thres* 
days,  which  was  an  object  to  her,  inasmuch  as  she  had 
•  not  been  previously  in  a  good  state  of  health  and  hud 
lost  flesh  and  strength.  ,    , 

fclMARYS 

The  mistake  in  bringing  down  the  hand  instead  of 

r  the  knees  in  the  first  instance,  lost  perhaps  one  minute ; 
perhaps  no  time  on  the  whole,  for  I  then  knew  what 
it  was,  and  it  was  removed  from  the  legs :  nevertheless, 
some  questions  naturally  arise  in  ones  mind,  should 
the  membranes  have  been  ruptured  at  my  first  visit 
to  have  saved  time  and  strength  ?  Could  the  after 
discharge  have  been  moderated  by  producing  a  more 

.  complex  uterine  contraction  immediately  after  with- 
drawing the  second  placenta  ?  Should  the  hand  have 
been'  kept  longer  for  that  purpose  above  the  (hour- 
e^a*a)wcontmcted  part? 

Although  we  may  suppose  that  as  contraction  was 
produced  by  pressure  below,  it  might  have  been  occa- 
sioned also  sbove  the  middle,  by  taking  more  time  for 
persevetUJkw;  yet,  during  that  time,  aw*  the  further 

t1p»e  which  would  ham  been  occupied  in  Withdrawing 
mv  hand  through  a  firmer  hour-glass  contraction,. 
Violent  haemorrhage  would  hare  continued  from  the- 

;attu**feir  of  the  first  pfcoenta.  If  the  following  question 
could  be,  answered  v~"  What  time  would  have  been 
occupied  in  producing  an  entire  contraction  at  the' 
fundus?"  we  still  could  but  guess  at  the  answer 
to  another— namely,  *  what  *we«ld  haWbeefl  gained 

.on  the  whole?"  .  r    , 

In  the  present  day  various  opinions  are  held  npon 
alhiost  every  point  in  physic  or  surgery ;  and  doubtless; 
«  common  case  like  daw  admits  ^if^dseme  theories.! 


Some  pmrthioneni  would  say,  that  alter  the  expulsign- 
of  the  second  placenta,  the  introduction  of  the  hand1 
into  the  uterus  was  worse  than  useless ;  whilst  others- 
would  maintain,  that  it  was  withdrawn  too  hastily--- 
the  one  would  say,  that  it  produced  the  heur-glass 
instead  of  a  proper  contraction »  the  other,  that  with- 
out the  introduction  of  the  hand  there  would  not 
have  been  any  contraction  at  all,  in  a  lately  ever- 
distended,  almost  bloodless,  and  flaccid  uterus. 

We  know  the  result  as  it  is ;  the  woman  is  recover- 
ing very  well,  and,  contrary  to  my  advice,  suckling 
both  children,  now  thirty  days  since  her  labour. 

During  the  first  week,  the  younger  infant  always 
cried  when  its  legs  were  moved ;  probably  from  the 
bruising  and  extension  of  its  limbs  whilst  turning  it  in 

the  uterus. 

......  i 
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Our  attention  has  receutiy  been  directed-  to  a. 
subject  on  which  considerable  difference  of  opinion 
exists,  and  on  which,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  highly 
desirable  that  correct  views  should  be  entertained.. 
The  destruction  of  animal  life  for  the  purposes  of 
scientifie  inquiry,  and  the  institution  of  experi- 
mental researches  on  the  living  animal,  however 
important  and,  indeed,  necessary  to  the  eluci- 
dation of  many  physiological  questions,  are  in 
themselves  repugnant  to  every  humane  feeling. 
However  therefore  the  end  sought  after,  the  acqui- 
sition of  knowledge,  may  be  valuable  in  itself 
and  beneficial  to  mankind,  in  the  light  thereby 
thrown  upon  the  processes  of  life,  npon  the  func- 
tions of  the  living  organism,  and  upon  numerous 
questions  connected  with  the  preservation  of  life 
and  health  and  the  restoration  of  injured  part* 
the  question  still  arises  whether  in  any  case  we 
can  admit  that  the  end  justifies  the  means. 

The  whole  subject  of  vivisection  with  the  view 
of  soientifio  inquiry,  has  engaged  the  attention,  and 
occupied  the  pens  of  writers  employed  by  the 
Society  for  preventing  cruelty  to  animals,  and  the 
arguments  adduced:  by  these  writers  have  been 
met  and  examined  into  by  others  who  have  taken 
,  opposite  views.  While  there  is  much  exaggeration 
and  ignorance,  combined,  we  believe,  with  the  best 
and  most  praiseworthy  intention,  on  the  one  side, 
ther&is  also,  we  are  constrained  to  admit,  on  the 
other,  a  defect  in  viewing  the  real  merits  of  the 
subject,  while  at  the  same  time  the  only  tangible 
'grounds  on  which  the  practice  is  justifiable,  or  can. 
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ftr:^^^b*>^ft^app«ar-t(rit8  to  nave-been 
overlooked. 

-  To  instance  the  exaggerations,  of  the  writers 
employed  by  the  Society  would  be  quite  unneces- 
sary, as  the  existence  of  the  practice  is  unques- 
tionable; and  it  is  its  use,  restrained  within  tlie 
limits  of  presumed  necessity,  not  its  abuse,  about 
which  any  real  difference  of  opinion  can  exist. 
Again  to  expose  and  comment  upon  the  ignorance 
which  they  display,  would  for  the  same  reason 
answer  no  useful  purpose.  We  shall  rather  turn 
therefore  to  the  other  side  of  the  question,  and, 
examining  the  arguments  brought  forward  in 
excuse  for  the  practice,  endeavour  to  point  out 
Wherein  these  are  defective,  and  must  consequently 
fail  of  bringing  conviction  to  the  sincere  and  can- 
■did  inquirer. 

In  an  ably- written  pamphlet,  entitled  "  Remarks; 
en  the  Use  of  Vivisection,"  and  addressed  by  the 
writer,  •  Mr.  Riehard  Jameson,  to  the  Eaal  of 
Caernarvon,  as  President  of  the  Society,  we  find  the 
following  propositions  laid  down  as  the  ground  of 
discussion  :— "  First,  that  the  number  of  experi- 
ments practised  Upon  living  animals  is  grossly 
exaggerated  by  the  writers  employed  by  the 
Society.  Secondly,  that  the  pain  caused  by  these 
experiments  Is  also,  m  many  cases,  exaggerated. 
Thirdly,  admitting  that  in  many  instance*  much 
pain  is  the  result,  vivisection*  is,  notwithstanding,! 
necessary,  as  a  means  of  acquiring  and  of  imparting 
useful  knowledge ;  and,  lastly,  that  whilst  necessity 
alone  compels  Us  to  take  away  the  lives  of  animals, 
our  accusers  are  daily  accessory  to  their  wholesale 
destruction  and  torture  for  the  mere  gratification  of 
luxury,  or  as  an  amusement  to  while  away  the 
passing  hour.** 

It  may  at  once  be  stated,  without  adducing 
.passages  in  proof,  that  each  of  these  points 
is  fully  established  by  (be  author  of  the  letter, 
but  when  this  is  granted,  the  argument  is  sin- 
gularly defective,  since,  however  the  writers' of; 
the  Society  may  be  convicted  of  tafesfefement, 
<want  of  information,  inconsistency,  and  partiality, 
it  does  not  reach  the  point  of  shewing  the  moral 
lawfulness  of  the  act  Thus,  though  die  number  ef 
the  experiments  performed  may  be  grossly  exagge-j 

i 

*  The  author  uses  this  term  "  for  convenience,  and  to 

avoid  circumlocution,  m  Implying  not  only  the  acttfal 

cutting  «/  Htriitf  creatures,  but  all  experiments  upon  them 

isrhich  involve  either  pain  or  death." 


rated*  no  one  will  be.  found  to  ,deoy  thaj  .experi- 
ments on  tiring  animals  do- take  place* 'and*  the 
question  involves  not  the  lawfulness  of  rriahyY  but 
the  lawfulness  of  any  such  experiments.  Agajn, 
though  the  pafn  inflicted  may  be  over-estimated, 
the  question  is,  the  right  of  inflicting  pam  at  all  for 
such  purposes.  Thirdly,  the  argument  that  expe- 
riments on  living  animals,  inflicting  upon  them 
suffering  and  death,  are  necessary  as  a  means  of 
acquiring  and  imparting  useful  knowledge,  even 
allowing  such  necessity  to  be  proved,  does  not  meet 
the  question  as  to  the  rigfU  to  perform  such  experi- 
ments ;  the  end  cannot' justify  the  means  ;  we  are 
not  to  do  evil  that  good  may  come.  And,  lastly, 
unlawfaUnd  unjustifiable  practices,  performed  on  a 
presumed  necessity,  are  not  rendered-  morally 
correct  by  equally  unlawful  and  still  more'  Unjusti- 
fiable practices  entered  iftt*  for  the*  pucpogas  of 
mere  amnse'ment  oY  luxury:     •    "  -     •     v  *>  ♦  • 

The  questions  for  consideration  in  relation  to  (he 
subject;  are;  as.it  appears  *o  us :— first,  whether  under 
any  circumstances  we  are  justified  hi  deriving  an 
animal  oT  life:  secondly,  whether,  in  so  doing,  we 
have  the  righttnindiot severe  suffering  j  and  thirdly, 
whether  the  prosecution  of  a  scientific  inquiry,  with 
the.  view  of  present  or  ultimate  Jbenetit  to  nttnkino? 
is  of  sufficient  importance  to  justify  the" exercise'  of 
such  a  right,  supposing j*  to  exist. 
.  The,; first t»f  ttose  questions  imay  *at  once  be 
answered  in  the  affirmative,  since  'the  permission 
given  io  Holy  Writ,  both,  .under  the;  Jewish,  *and 
Christian  dispensations;  t6 '  tat e  away  the  life  of 
animals  offered  in  sacrifice,,  and  for  .food,  is  express, 
and  cannot  ^questioned*   But  the*  nasi  *ohject  in 
killing  animals  for  food,  fet  to  contribute*  tba&e 
preservation  of  the  life  and  the  support .  of;  |tye 
strength  and  health  of  human:  beings;~andi we  can - 
net  doubt,  therefore,  that  hi  so- far  as  the  subjects 
of  scientific  research  are  not  mere  questions  of 
curiosity*  but  can  be  shown  to*  involve  the  preser- 
vation of  health  and  life  to  human  beings,  the  killing 
of  animals  for  such  purpose  is  morally  lawfuj,  sj^d 
as  consistent  with  true  humanity  as  is*  Ihe*  putting 
them 'to  death  for  food.    In  neither  instance,  per. 
haps,  can  the  practice  be  said  to.  be  strictly  neces- 
saey,.  for,  animal  food  is  not  indispensable  ito  the 
support  of  man,  and  we  cannot  consider/  that  (Be 
absolute  necessity  for  experiments  on  living  ani- 
mals, for  the  purposes  in  question,  has  been  folly 
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>Wan1iihH^  but If  gfcldwfumess  6f  the  one  act  be 
^^ed^jfe  iee^ftotjlipw^tbe  end  being  substan- 
iiiUjr  tbemmey  the  lantnlnese  of  the  otiier  may  not 
be  equally  justified,  and  on  (he  same  grounds. 

Hie  question  still  remains, whether,  jo  seeking 
tJn>  Attainment  of  these  ends,  the 'sustenance  and 
support' of  life;  directly  by  means  of  food,  or  the 
preservation  and  restoration  of  healthy  indirectly 
kf  .means  .nftexjurimeiKal  investigations  of  this 
nature,  the  infliction  of  any  suffering  beyond  the 
mere  act  of  depriving  the.  animal  of  life  is  justifiable. 

•  Wa*rilt  candidly  own  that  we  see  much  difficulty 


much  to  introduce  obscurity  into  subjects;  when  a 
more  humane  and  cautious  mode  of  investigation 
might  have  elicited  results  worthy  of  attention. 

On  the  whole,  then,  while  we  admit  that  where 
the  end  itself  is  a  lawful  one,  animal  life  would 
seem  to  be  placed  at  our  disposal,  it  is  evident 
that  any  unnecessary  waste  of  it  is  morally  and 
indefensibly  wrong,  and  that  when  the  occasional 
infliction  of  a  certain  amount  of  suffering  for  the 
purpose  of  rendering  animals  subservient  to  the 
use  of  mankind  is  necessary,  every  precaution 
should  be  taken  to  confine  this  amount  within  the 


in rooming  'Jo  a  determination  on  this  point  on  either^1  smallest   possible   limits,    whatever   may  be  the 

sidg««  TJuetenjifttoBof  auiering  upon,  animals,  and    object  for  which  it  is  had  recourse  to. 

that  to  a  considerable  extent,  is  absolutely  un- 

amridabte;  if  they  are  fo  be  made  subservient  to 

the,  purposes:  of  cjy jived  man. ,; ,  Ws  need  only 

lactase:  .the.  training  <o£  lioeses  te  the  draught,  the 

fattening  of  cattle,  and  the  compelling  of  animals  to 

work  even   no  more  .than  up  to  tftair  strength,. 

all  of  which  are  attended  >  probably  with 'as  great 

an  amount  of   suffering,  as  is  requisite  in  the 

performance  of  experiments  for  scientific  research. 

4*mf  Other  instances  of  simitar  chtocter«rigli*ltfoa  from  a  young  Irish  Apothecary  m  the  employ- 

.  •      "  ,.,.,.  ;•'•*•'  I  oient  of  a  general  practitioner  in  England,  with  the 

be  Miudcd  to,  while  at  U».mm  tune  it  «  unques.  |  ^  rf  J^  J  .^.^  effect8*of  the  tfmm 

system  of  remunerating  the  general  practitioner  for 
his  medicine,  and  not  for  his  advice.    From  the  con- 


MR.  CARMICHAEL'S  EXPLANATION  OF  THE 
CHARGE  MADE  IN  HIS  ADDRESS  AGAINST 
THE  GENERAL  PRACTITIONERS. 

TO  THE  JEBITOR.  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL  MUttlCAL  AS» 
SURGICAL  JOUHXJH,.  •       ■ 

Sir, 
In  the  leading  article  of  your  last  number*  \*ou  were* 
pleased  to  notice  my  address  to  the  Medical  Associa- 
tion of  Ireland,  in  which  I  introduced  a  coiumunica~ 


ttoneble,  that  in  tee  ordinary  relations  of  animals 
With  each  other,  and  especially  among  the  car- 
nivnmy  apparently  great  and  lingering;  suffering 
is  often  inflicted. 

Still  we  would  most  carefully  and  anxiously 
guard  against  abuse  on  this  head,  and  it  is  our 
firm  conviction,  that  a  vast  amount  of  sacrifice  of 
We,  ann^till  .more,  perhaps,  of  suffering,  might  be 
saved  'iya-stae  consideration  of  the  best  methods 
of  attaining  the  real  object  for  which  any  experi- 
laantal.  research  is  investigated*  The  physiologist 
stionld  e*er  bear  in  mind,  in  experimenting  on 
living^  animals,  that  when  the  suffering  is  great 
hfenesult»<aq&  liable  in  a  corresponding  degree  to 
beinWrfeYted  urttb,  if  not  altogether  vitiated.  The 
best  experimentalists  are  not  those  who  perform 
tb*  greatest  number  of  'experiments,  and  the  most 
trast worthy  experiments  are  always  those  in  which 
the  greatest  care  is  taken  to  preserve  the  animal 
-iHiii  ruled  oa,  as  te  as  possible,  m.  all  other 
respects  but  the  one  under  inquiry,  in  a  perfectly 
natural  state.  The  wretched  and  re  eldest  Disregard 
fc*4be*m$erings  of  animals  shewn,  especially,  by 
some    foreign  experimentalists,   has   contributed 


text  of  the  letter,  and  from  the  channel  by  which  it  got 
into  my  hands,  I  believe  the  facts  detailed  respecting 
the  instructions  this  young  man  received  from  his. 
employer  to  be  perfectly  true.  I  by  no  means  intended 
to  implicate  the  great  mass  of  general  practitioners  in 
these  abominations ;  on  the  contrary,  the  high  opinion 
I  entertain  of  them  is  sufficiently  indicated  by  my 
observing,  that "  The  respectable  portion  of  the  general 
practitioners  of  England,  and  there  are  amongst  them 
men  of  the  highest  medical  attainments,  no  longer  vend 
medicines;"  and  again,  "They,  (the  pure  physicians 
and  surgeons,)  should  recollect  that  such  men  as  John. 
Bell,  Hey,  and  Abercrombie,  distinguished  ornaments 
of  our  profession,  thus  commenced  their  career." 
Now,  surely,  sir,  those  passages  alone  are  sufficient  to 
prove  that  the  part  of  my  address  which  .has  offended 
you,  as  the  organ  of  the  Provincial  Medical  Association* 
was  only  intended  for  the  corrupt  portion  of  the 
general  practitioners  of  England,  and  you  must  know 
too  much  of  the  world  not  to  agree  with  me,  that  there 
'  are  men  capable  of  every  kind  of  rascality,  not  only  in 
our  own  profession,  but  in  every  other ;  and  that  the 
only  way  to  keep  in  check  the  unprincipled  and 
mischievous  propensities  of  these  miscreants,  is  to 
remove,  as  far  as  can  be  done,  all  motives  or  opportu- 
nities of  indulging  them.  On  this  account  alone, 
every  man  who  wishes  to  advance  the  respectability  of 
the  medical  profession,  ought  to  advocate  the  principle, 
of  remunerating  this  most  useful  class  of  practitioner 
for  their  medical  opinion  and  advice,  and  not  for  their 
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'medicine;  and  I  am  sure  there  are  no  men  more 
anxious  to  obtain  this  most  desirable  result  than  the 
respectable  portion  of  the  general  practitioner*  of 
England. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

RICH.  CARMICHAEL.. 
Rutland  Square,  Dublin, 

June  28, 1844. 

*  No.  13,  June  2fith.     Mr.  Carmichael's  letter  was 
unfortunately  too  late  for  insertion  last  week. 

We  have  much  pleasure  in  inserting  the  foregoing 
letter  from  Mr.  Cannichael,  because,  although  it  does 
not  exactly  meet  our  statement,  it  affords  such  au 
explanation  and  qualification  of  the  expressions  attri- 
buted to  him,  as  tend  to  relieve  the  great  body  of  the 
general  practitioners  of  this  country  from  the  serious 
and  disgraceful  charge  brought  against  them.  We 
repeat,  and  with  all  respect  for  Mr.  Cannichael,  for  it 
is  precisely  his  high  standing  in  the  profession,  and 
honourable  character,  that  render  it  necessary  to 
come  to  a  clear  understanding  on  the  subject,  that  we 
pot  no  faith  whatever  in  the  assertions  of  any  indi- 
vidual, whose  principles  of  morality  are  so  lax  as  to 
permit  him  to  comply  with  such  a  code  of  instructions 
as  that  referred  to.  We  are  quite  aware  with  Mr. 
Cannichael,  that  there  are  unworthy  members  of  the 
medical  as  well  asof  other  professions,  and  that  the  evil  to 
which  he  alludes  of  charging  upon  the  drugs  the  value 
of  medical  advice  and  attendance,  has  and  must  have 
most  injurious  tendencies.  We  neither  defend  the 
custom,  nor  question  that  individuals  will  be  found  to 
■  abuse  it.  But  when  Mr.  Carmichael  was  reported  to 
have  said  that  the  communication  of  the  young  Irish 
Apothecary  "  admirably  describes  the  common  prac- 
tice of  the  general  practitioners"  of  Ibis  country,  we 
felt  it  our  duty  at  once  to  point  out  the  falsehood  of 
so  sweeping  an  assertion,  and  to  question  the  autho- 
rity on  which  it  was  made.  Mr.  Carmichael,  in  stating 
that  he  "  by  no  means  intended  to  implicate  the  great 
mass  of  general  practitioners  in  these  abominations," 
limits  the  application  of  the  obnoxious  expressions,  and 
so  far  qualifies  their  signification  as  to  remove  their 
offensive  character. — Ed. 
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May  4, 1844. 

—  Archer,  Esq.,  in  the  Chair. 

CARCINOMA   OF  TUB   BREAST   AND  LIVER. 

Dr.  Fletcher  exhibited  specimens  of  carcinoma, 
taken  from  the  breast  and  liver  of  a  woman,  who  was 
a  patient  at  the  General  Dispensary,  aged  50,  which 
had  the  same  appearance,  modified  slightly  by  the 
original  structure  of  the  glands. 

The  disease  in  the  mamma  had  existed  some  years 
in  a  state  of  ulceration,  and  for  about  two  years 
she  had  suffered  from  symptoms  of  disease  of  the 


liver.  Ascites  came  on  a^putaix  ,mos^^fte%  fear 
death,  which  toqfc  place  in  April,  1844,  previous  to 
which  she  had  been  a  patient  6(  the  dls^Rsary^only 
about,  three  weeks.  She  adflfered  ■  great  *pumJ  in  she 
region  of  the  liver,  the  abdomen  was  much  djsflon^od) 
and  she  suffered  much  from  constitutional  irrita|k>o . 
Palliatives  only  were  resorted  to. 

Post-mortem  examination  thirty  hour*1  after  death. 
Body  not  emaciated  nor  decomposed  j  hejly  much 
distended;  oedema  of  the  legs;  cancer  in  a  state  of 
ulceration,  to  the  size  of  about  a  crown-piece,  u  the 
left  nmmmaiyglwpd,  which  was  enlarged  and  genet  >sfr 
carcinomatous.  .    ,    _    v 

Head  not  examined.    Contents  of  the  cacti  healthy. 

Ahdomm.  liber  about  doable  its  normal  size,  and 
generally  carcinomatous  *,  pale,  yeUosr,.  tanepareat 
fluid .  in  the  gall-bladder.  The  cavity  of  the  perito- 
neum contained  about  two  gallons  of  transparent 
fluid.  AU  other  organs  of  she  cavities  Of  the  abdo- 
men and  pelvis  healthy, 

MEDULLARY  TUMOUR  CONNECTED  WIT*  T»R  %K9V     / 

KIDNBT. 

Mr.  James  Russell  exhibited  to  the  Society,  a  tumour 
larger  tbaa  a  child's  heae%  with  which  the  left  kidney 
was  closely  connected,  formed  of  white  medullary 
matter,  in  some  portions  tolerably  firm,  in  others  of 
scarcely  greater  consistence  than  thick  cream;  he 
gave  the  following  particulars  of  the  case :—   - 

Mr.  J.,  a  traveller,  aged  35,  a  thin  active  man, 
returned  from  one  of  his  journeys,  August  20, 1843, 
complaining  of  severe  pain  in  his  back  and  loins, 
which  attacked  him  chiefly  whilst  he  was  walking*  and 
was  especially  severe  if  he  took  exercise  soon  after  a 
meal;  he  was  often  obliged  to  stop  and  sit  down  by 
the  road  side,  in  oonseqaenoe  of  the  severity  of  those 
sudden  attacks  of  pain.  On  interrogation,  nothing 
was  elicited  which  threw  a  clear  light  on  the  cans*  of 
the  pain ;  his  chest  was  healthy)  and  m>  alios  an  I 
sound  was  heard  along  the  aorta,  to  which  situation 
was  directed  by  the  nature  and  seat  of  the  pain ;  his 
tongue  was  much  loaded.  The  case  was  treated  as 
one  of  gastric  derangement,  and  under  souse. osild 
treatment  his  symptoms  improved,  but  his  bowels  con- 
tinued obstinate. 

In  the  course  of  a  few  days  he  was  examined  whilst 
in  bed,  and  a  hard  tumour  was  then  discovered  o»  the 
left  side  of  the  abdomen ;  it  was  of  very  firm  con- 
sistence, its  surface  somewhat  irregular;  it  passed 
upwards  beneath  the  false  ribs  on  the  left  side,  and 
extended  nearly  as  low  as  the  navel,  and  tav  front  to 
the  median  line.  It  was  very  tender  to  the  touch, 
and  seemed  to  have  existed  for  some  time.  He 
complained  much  of  pains  in  the  Uiac  region.  Iodine 
was  prescribed,  and  the  region  of  the  tumour  was 
rubbed  with  the  camphorated  mercurial  ointment. 
His  mouth  became  sore,  and  the  pains  were  relieved. 

In  the  course  of  the  four  months  eeatmgle  made 
several  journeys.  In  December,  he  stated  that  ho  had 
lost  all  sexual  appetite,  and  that  be  had  no  erections. 
The  tumour  remained  unaltered  in  size,  and  in  con- 
sistence. His  urine  was  healthy.  At  this  period  of 
the  case  the  patient  consulted  Dr.  Todd,  in  London. 

In  March,  he  returned  from  a  journey,  much  dis- 
tressed by  severe  diarrhoea;  his  legs  and  feet  had 
begun  to  swell,  and  he  had  suffered  severe  pan  iavma 
testicles  and  in  his  penis,  which  almost  j 
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swing.  The  abdomen  was  tympanitic,  the  tumour 
increased  m  size,  the  penis  was  tender,  and  in  its 
middle  the  corpora  cavernosa  were  full,  hard,  and 
knotty. 

From  this  time  he  was  confined  to  the  house,  and 
generally  to  the  sofa  or  to  bis  bed  by  the  pains,  which 
prevented  him  from  moving  to  any  extent.  Dr. 
Fletcher  saw  him  at  intervals  during  the  remainder  of 
his  illness.  He  remained  subject  to  occasional  severe 
attacks  of  diarrhoea,  on  which  occasions  he  would  pass 
enormous  quantities  of  liquid  stool,  frequently  having 
a  very  peculiar  character,  resembling  yeast  in  appear- 
ance, and  quite  destitute  of  stercoraceous  odour:  they 
were  often  sparingly  streaked  with  blood.  His  urine 
contained  a  very  large  quantity  of  albumen,  though 
healthy  during  the  early  stages  of  his  illness.  The 
abdomen  was  generally  very  tympanitic :  his  feet  and 
legs  much  swollen.  His  appetite  for  a  long  time  con* 
tinued  very  good.  By  remaining  quiet  he  escaped 
much  of  the  suffering  which  had  characterised  the 
early  periods  of  his  complaint.  His  death  was  the 
result  of  a  gradual  process  of  exhaustion,  accompanied 
with  progressive  emaciation.  The  deposit  in  the  penis 
increased,  until  at  last  the  organ  attained  nearly  the 
size  of  erection:  the  stream  of  urine  diminished  in 
size,  and  the  urine  was  at  last  completely  retained :  he 
was  relieved  with  great  difficulty,  and  after  numerous 
trials,  by  the  passage  of  the  smallest  sized  gum 
catheter,  and  the  operation  had  to  be  repeated  every 
day  until  within  three  days  of  his  death,  which  took 
place  the  16th  of  March..  The  introduction  of  the 
catheter  was  often  very  difficult. 

Examination  forty  hours  after  death.  Body  greatly 
emaciated.  From  one  or  two  parts  of  the  lower  extre- 
mities the  cuticle  peeled  off  very  readily,  these  parts 
presenting  the  appearance  of  vesication.  Thoracic 
viscera  healthy.  Liver,  spleen,  and  pancreas,  healthy. 
The  descending  colon,  which  passed  along  the  outside 
of  the  tupiour  and  behind  it,  very  much  contracted. 
Right  kidney  fully  four  times  the  natural  sine,  aoft 
and  flabby;  its  capsule  peeled  off  very  readily,  its 
surface  smooth.  The  substance  of  the  kidney  was 
extensively  invaded  by  a  deposit  of  white  matter, 
mottled  by  numerous  bloody  specks,  which  occupied 
the  place  of  a  large  number  of  the  bundles  of  urini- 
ferous  tubes,  leaving  however  several  bundles  perfectly 
healthy  in  appearance.  The  surface  of  the  tumour 
was  not  exposed  until  all  the  intestines  had  been 
removed.  The  tumour  itself  appeared  to  consist  of  a 
bard  mass,  larger  than  a  child's  bead,  firmly  attached 
to  the  muscles  of  the  loins  by  an  expanded  base,  and 
occupying  the  position  of  the  left  kidney;  and  of  a 
smaller  and  softer  portion,  containing  fluid,  lying  upon 
the  vertebral  column.  The  vena  cava  passed  over  the 
surface  of  the  smaller  portion ;  the  aorta  passed  behind 
it.  On  examination  of  the  tumour  subsequently,  the 
small  and  soft  part  was  found  to  be  formed  by  the  left 
kidney,  which  had  apparently  been  turned  completely 
round,  the  hylus  being  directed  to  the  left  side  of  the 
body;  the  kidney  was  closely  united  to  the  tumour, 
but,  with  the  exception  of  a  scanty  deposit  of  fat 
within  it,  its  structure  seemed  healthy,  although  very 
flabby.  The  pelvis  was  considerably  dilated,  and  much 
distended  with  urine.  The  tumour  was  formed  of 
white  medullary  matter,  in  the  centre  and  upper 
\  onions  tolerably  firm,  but  in  the  lower  and  in  the 


posterior  part  very  soft,  flowing  from  the  incision  like- 
thick  cream. 

Towards  the  circumference  in  one  or  two  parts,  the 
tumour  was  formed  of  a  matter  having  the  appearance 
of  true  scirrhus,  but  irregularly  invaded  by  the 
medullary  matter,  in  spots  and  in  processes:  it  ap- 
peared to  be  undergoing  the  process  of  conversion 
into  the  softer  material.  The  left  ureter  passed - 
through  the  substance  of  the  tumour  around  its  upper 
border,  and  the  vessels  of  the  left  kidney  entered  it  at 
its  middle.  We  were  unable  to  remove  the  organs  of 
generation,  but  from  examination  of  the  base  of  the 
penis,  we  judged  that  the  organ  contained  matter 
similar  to  that  of  which  the  tumour  was  composed.  The 
muscular  coat  of  the  bladder  was  somewhat  hyper- 
trophied.  , 

FIBROUS  TUMOURS   OF  TBB   UTERUS. 

Dr.  Fletcher  then  exhibited  a  specimen  of  a  fibrous 
tumour,  oval  in  its  shape,  and  about  three  inches  in  its 
greatest  diameter,  situated  in  the  anterior  parietes  of 
the  uterus,  of  which  a  section  was  made  so  as  to  show 
its  connections,  and  also  a  drawing,  in  which  the  recent 
appearances  of  the  parts  were  represented. 

Case. — Ann  Tyler,  aged  38,  a  short  stout  woman, 
but  evidently  much  emaciated,  became  a  patient  of 
Dr.  Fletcher's  early  in  1842,  and  subsequently,  May  6, 
1842,  at  the  General  Dispensary.  She  complained  of 
having  suffered  from  violent  flooding*,  accompanied  by 
severe  bearing-down  pains  at  her  menstrual  periods, 
which  were  very  much  continued,  at  times  for  ten  or 
twelve  days  for  the  last  eight  or  ten  months,  so  that  they 
had  reduced  her  to  a  very  low  state,  and  had  brought 
on  difficulty  of  breathing,  palpitations  of  the  heart  on 
any  exertion,  and  oedema  of  the  extremities.  She  had 
been  married  about  ten  years,  had  never  been  pregnant, 
and  previous  to  the  illness  she  now  suffered  from,  had 
enjoyed  uninterrupted  good  health,  and  worked  hard 
in  her  household  affairs,  and  in  washing. 

The  patient,  when  she  first  applied  for  medical  aid, 
appeared  in  a  very  weak  state,  and  indicated  that  she 
had  been  the  subject  of  great  discbarges.  The  organs 
contained  in  the  head,  chest,  and  abdominal  cavities, 
appeared  healthy.  The  shortness  of  breathing  and 
palpitations  complained  of,  could  be  referred  only  to 
debility;  the  urine  and  fssces  were  healthy  in  their 
characters. 

On  examination  of  the  uterus  it  was  found  larger 
than  natural,  and  could  easily  be  felt  abore  the  sym- 
physis pubis,  especially  when  pushed  up  by  passing  the 
finger  into  the  vagina,  which  also  detected  a  tumour 
occupying  the  anterior  part  of  the  neck  of  the  uterus; 
and  on  passing  the  finger  into  the  cavity  of  the  uterus, 
which  its  patent  state  allowed  as  far  as  to  the  second 
joint,  the  tumour  was  found  to  be  situated  in  the 
anterior  walls  of  the  uterus,  and  projecting  into  its 
cavity.  ' 

The  treatment  consisted  in  the  exhibition  of  tonics, 
and  preparations  of  quinine  and  iron,  during  the 
intervals  between  her  menstrual  periods,  with  rest  as 
much  as  possible,  and  at  those  times  perfect  quiet,  in 
the  horizontal  position ;  application  of  cold  to  the 
lower  part  of  the  abdomen ;  anodynes  to  allay  the  pains, 
which  were  at  times  as  great  as  were  seen  in.  actual 
labour,  and  quite  of  the  bearing-down  character  of 
those  pains ;  and  occasionally  the  exhibition  of  the 
ergot  of  rye,  which  had  the  effect  of  contracting  the 


BIRMINGHAM  PATHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY. 


221 


,  uterus  so  as  to  completely  shut  up  its  orifice,  and 
prevent  the  introduction  of  the  finger  for  some  days 
after  its  exhibition,  and  suppress  the  haemorrhage. 

Under  this  treatment  she  gradually  improved  in  her 
general  health,  whilst  the  tumour  increased  in  sua,  and 
projected  more  into  the  cavity  of  the  uterus,  so  thai  it 
was  hoped,  that,  could  the  patient  be  supported  under 
the  process,  it  would  at  length  get  sufficiently  into  the 
uterus  as  to  have  a  neck-like  connection  with  that 
organ,  and  become  a  fibrous  polypus,  and  be  removed 
by  the  usual  operation.  She  had  at  times  difficulty  in 
making  water,  but  it  was  never  necessary  to  pass  the 
catheter.  Occasionally,  during  the  treatment,  she  bad  a 
great  deal  of  pain  on  pressure  at  the  lower  part  of  the 
abdomen,  in  the  region  of  the  uterus,  when  leeches 
were  applied,  which  readily  subdued  it,  but  these-  did 
not  seem  to  come  on  in  any  way  in  connection  with 
the  exhibition  of  the  ergot  of  rye. 

The  case  went  on  very  much  as  described,  the 
patient  at  times  getting  again  and  again  into  very  Weak 
states  from  the  profuse  haemorrhages  which  took  place 
at  her  menstrual  periods,  from  which  she  revived  again 
by  means  of  generous  diet  and  the  tonics  alluded  to, 
until  the  commencement  of  November,  1843,  when, 
on  exposure  to  cold,  after  profuse  haemorrhages,  shiver- 
ing came  on,  succeeded  by  pains  in  the  chest,  great  diffi- 
culty of  breathing,  and  expectoration  of  rusty-coloured 
sputa.  On  examination  of  the  chest,  there  was  extensive 
dulnesson  percussion  of  the  right  side,  and  crepitation 
was  discovered  in  the  same  situation  by  auscultation. 
Tartarized  antimony  was  exhibited,  and  counter- 
irritation  persevered  in  by  blistering  the  right  side  of 
the  chest.  Blood-letting  was  out  of  the  question, 
either  general  or  local,  her  exhaustion  was  so  great. 
She  continued  to  get  worse  from  day  to  day,  and  died 
on  the  19tb  of  November,  1843. 

Post-mortem,  examination  November  20th,  eighteen 
hours  after  death.  Body  fat,  not  decomposed.  Head.— 
Not  examined. 

Chest. — A  pint  of  serum  in  the  right  pleura  ;  lung 
inflamed  to  a  great  extent  generally ;  red  hepatization 
of  the  middle  and  inferior  lobes,  sliced  portions  of 
which  sunk  in  water.  Left  pleura  healthy  ;  the  lung 
inflamed.  All  the  four  csnies  of  the  heart  were  com- 
pletely filled  with  fibrinous  coagula  ; .  the  muscular 
.structure  pale  aqd  exsanguineous,  otherwise  the  heart 
was  quite  liealthy. 

Abdomen, — Stomach  and  intestines  healthy.  Liver 
pancreas,  and  spleen  healthy.  .  Kidneys  healthy  : 
bladder  dilated;  it  contained  about  a  pint  of  urine. 
Uterus  about  four  times  its  normal  size,  with  a 
fibrous  tumour  developed  in  its  anterior  parietes, 
nearer  to  the  cavity  than  to  the  external  surface,  and 
projecting  inwards,  where  it  appeared  covered  only  by 
the  lining  membrane  of  the  uterus,  which  was  con- 
tinuous over  it,  and  from  which  numerous  blood-vessels 
could  be  traced  into  its  interior.  The  tumour  was  oval 
in  shape,  and  measured  about  three  inches  in  its 
greatest  diameter,  which  was  in  the  direction  of  the  walls 
of  the  uterus ;  it  was  firm,  and  semi -cartilaginous  in 
its  structure. '  The  tumour  bulged  out  anteriorly,  and 
produced  pressure  upon  the  fundus  of  the  bladder,  and 
upon  the  urethra.  Small  cysts  were  developed  in  both 
thte  ovaries. 

Dr.  Fletcher  then  exhibited  a  uterus,  in  the  parietes 
of  which  were  a  number  of  small  fibrous  tumours, 


which  had  been  given  to  him  by  Mr.  Burdett.  He  haff  had 
no  particulars  of  the  case,  but  stated  that  he  merely 
presented  it  as  an  illustration  of  another  form'  Of  the- 
same  disease  as  in  the  case  of  *Tyler,'  which  had'  been 
a  subject  of  great  interest  to  himself  and  severab 
medical  gentlemen  who  had  kindly  seen  the  case  with 
him,  and  afforded  him  the  opportunity  of  their 
assistance  in  its  treatment.  It  was  hoped,  ae  already 
alluded  to,  that  it  would  have  become  converted  into  a> 
polypus,  and  been  capable  of  extraction.  Its  progress 
justified  such  a  conclusion,  for  its  projection  into  the 
cavity  of  the  uterus  very  much  increased,  and  provided 
the  patient  had  not  died  from  the  attack  of  inflam- 
mation of  the  lungs,  the  probability  is,  that  she  might 
have  been  supported  to  such  a  favourable  termination 
of  the  case ;  at  the  same  time  this  process  of  conversion 
of  the  fibrous  tumour  into  a  polypus,  Dr.  Fletcher  thought 
may  have  been  accelerated  by  making  incisions  with  a 
Utbotome  cachee  into  the  membrane  which  covered  it 
in  the  interior  of  the  uterus,  and  In  some  degree  kept  it 
bound  within  the  parietes,  for  this  appears  the  only 
obstacle  opposed  to  the  efforts  of  the  contractions  of 
the  uterus,  which  tended  to  force  the  tumour  into  its 
cavity. 

Mr.  George  Elkington  brought  forward  a  specimen- 
of  fibrous  tumour  as  large  as  the  fist  of  a  moderate- 
sized  man,  and  gave  the  following  particulars  of  the 
case: — 

Mrs.  Powell,  was  delivered  on  the  22nd  of  November, 
1837,  at  11,  p.m.;  had  a  natural  and  rather  quick 
labour,  the  placenta  was  retained  about  half  an  hour, 
but  was  expelled  by  the  natural  efforts  of  the  uterus. 
The  uterus  did  not  contract  satisfactorily  after  the 
expulsion  of  the  placenta,  but  remained  very  large, 
contracting  on  the  application  of  external  pressure, 
and  again  dilating  when  the  pressure  was  removed, 
each  contraction  being  accompanied  with  a  discharge 
of  coagula,  which,  though  not  very  copious,  was 
attended  with  fainting.  On  the  23rd,  she  complained 
of  some  tenderness  over  the  region  of  the  uterus, 
which  was  still  large,  and  of  sickness,  having  vomited 
several  times.  She  was  ordered  a  draught,  with  liquor 
opii  sedativus  and  tincture  of  secale,  to  be  followed 
by  effervescing  medicine.  In  the  evening  she  seemed 
better,  but  complained  of  flatulence.  On  the  2*th 
she  was  better.  The  uterus  had  subsided  more  into 
the  pelvis,  the  tenderness  was  diminished,  and  the 
sickness  relieved.  The  pulse  was  natural ;  the  tongue 
a  little  furred,  and  the  skin  rather  dry ;  she  complained 
much  of  flatulence.  Ordered  an  aperient,  and  spirit 
of  lavender  to  be  added  to  her  mixture.  On  the  25th, 
she  described  herself  as  feeling  better  in  every  respect, 
but  she  had  not  had  any  evacuation  from  the  bowels. 
There  appeared  to  be  no  secretion  of  milk,  and  the 
lochia!  discharge  as  scanty.  My  attention  was 
arrested  this  morning  by  the  frequency  of  the  pulse, 
which,  notwithstanding  her  freedom  from  pain  or  sick- 
ness or  any  other  unfavourable  symptoms  than  have- 
been  mentioned,  was  beating  at  upwards  of  130  in  the 
minute.  I  examined  the  bowels  carefully,  but  there 
was  no  tenderness ;  tongue  a  little  furred,  but  moist ; 
no  sickness ;  complaining  chiefly  of  thirst  and  flatu- 
lence. Ordered  a  purging  mixture.  In  the  evening 
she  had  pain  over  the  whole  abdomen,  but  especially 
in  the  hypogastric  region,  increased  by  pressure  or 
motion.    No  evacuation ;  pulse  140  ;  sharp  and  vibrat- 


222 


ing;  countenance  pate  and  anxious.  She  was  bled  to 
ten  **ne«sfi<om^frc*.  orifice,  whio*  produced  tome 
<M4fte*f  fainting  and  wttoMteredrcalomer  and  opium, 
wick  putfngt mfatufo  From  Chin- date te  case  pre- 
stole*' all  tto'fcataresof  an  obstinate attack  of 
puerperal  fe*»V  She  was  oreated  wit*  calomel,  opium 
and«antifnony;bMitera,  an*  turpentine  enemata,  Ac, 
but  aU  without  success,  und  she  died  on  the  Ifth  of 
December. 

Od  examination  after  death,  there  was  found  to  be 
some  sero-ptf relent  fluid  in  tht  abdomen,  with  some 
red  patches  dn  the  intestines,  but  the  evidences  of 
inflammation  were  not  very  extensive.  iThe  uterus 
was  large,  and  on  making  a  section  of  it,  a  large  tnmonr 
was  observed  in  its  interior  as  large  as  the  fist  of  a 
middle-sized  man,  somewhat  of'  a  conical  shape,  and 
attached  by  its  base  to  fee  fundus  of  the  uterus  ;  the 
placenta  appearing  to  have  been  attached  over  the 
tumour.  On  dividing  the  tumour  h  presented  all  the 
characters  of  the  fibrous  tumours  occasionally  de- 
veloped in  the  parietes  of  the  uterus. 
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*OUKF£»AL  »VRRj  BUWOfltNG  Of  TUB  UTERUS. 

Dr.  Waddy  then  brought  before  the  Society  a 
uterus  which  bad  been  take*  from  a  person  who  had 
died  of  puerperal  fever.  It  was  enlarged  and  flabby, 
its  internal  surface  disorganized,  and  the  neck  destroyed 
to  a  considerable  extent  by  sloughing.  On  the  anterior 
surface  were  two  small  circumscribed  abscesses,  pene* 
trating  a  short  distance  into  the  structure  of  the 
uterus. 

Mrs.  Harrison,  aged  35,  a  stout,  robust-looking 
woman,  was  attended  in  her  confinement  on  the  16th 
of  April  last.    Her  labour  progressed  rapidlv  until  the 
head  came  to  press  on  the   perineum,  where  it  re- 
mained about   two   hours  and  a  half  before  it  was 
finally  expelled.    The  placenta  and  membranes  came 
away  without  any  difficulty,  and  the  uterus  contracted 
firmly.    On  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  she  was,  to 
use  her  own  expression,  '•  as  comfortable  as  possible." 
On  the  17th,  I  found  her  going  on  very  well,  having 
passed  a  good  night.    The  lacteal  and  lochial  secre- 
tions were  moderate,  and  she  had  suffered  very  little 
from  after  paias.     She  continued  improving,  although 
occasionally  suffering  from  headach  up  to  the  25th, 
when  the  pain  in  the  head  became  considerably  worse' 
and  was  attended  with  great  intolerance  of  light  and 
sound.    She  also  informed  me  that  the  secretion  of 
milk,  which  had  hitherto  been  abundant,  had  nearly 
ceased,  and  that  she  was    troubled  with  a  profuse 
watery  discharge  from  the  vagina.    Pulse  70,  soft  and 
compressible;    tongue  clean  and  moist;  no  pain  in 
the  belly;  makes  water  pretty  freely;  bowels  mode- 
rately open.    She  was  ordered  the  following  mixture. 
Solution  of  acetate  of  ammonia  .      .    l§  ounce. 

Spirits  of  nitric  sether $    WQCe 

Camphor  mixture 3    ^ 

Watc^ 3    ounces. 

One  ounce  to  be  taken  every  four,  hours. 

Three  leeches  to  be  applied  to  e^ck  temple. 

27th,  mane.  She  has  lost  the  greater  part  of  the 
pain  in  the  head,  and  appears  on  the  whole  better 
The  bowels  have  been  slightly  purged  in  the  night,  but 
have  not  been  painful.  No  enlargement  in  the  uterine 
region. 


One  drachm  and  a  half  of  aromatic  confection  to 
be  ad&d  to  the  mixture. 

Vespere.    Dull  pain  in  the  head  continues;  bowels 
comfortable;  pulse  72,  soft. 

A  blister  to  be  applied  behind  each  ear. 

28th.  Watery  discbarge  continues  from  the  vagina, 
but  in  less  quantity;  very  little  milk  in  the  breast, 
and  that  almost  serous.  The  pain  in  the  head  is 
relieved,  and  the  bowels  are  free  from  pain.  She  has 
been  troubled  in  the  night  with  a  feeling  of  sickness, 
and  constant  efforts  at  vomiting,  though  nothing  has 
actually  been  ejected  from  the  stomach.  Pulse  70, 
soft;  tongue  coated  in  the  centre  with  red 
rather  dry.    Ordered:— 

Aromatic  confection i§ 

Diluted  hydrocyanic  acid  .    .    .    .      §  drachm. 

Peppermint  water 8    ounces. 

An  ounce  of  the  mixture  to  be  taken  every  three 
hours. 

29th.  This  morning  they  sent  for  me  early,  in- 
forming me  that  she  was  much  worse.  I  found  her 
suffering  from  a  very  severe  diarrhoea,  accompanied 
with  occasional  sharp  pain  in  the  belly.  There  was 
no  enlargement  of  the  uterus,  nor  was  the  pain  much 
increased  on  pressure.  The  pulse  remained  soft  and 
slow,  but  somewhat  more  feeble  than  on  the  preceding 
day.  The  tongue  was  coated  with  a  brownish  dry 
fur;  skin  moist  and  cool;  urine  passed  into  the  bed 
with  the  faeces;  countenance  anxious  and  pale;  respi- 
ration rather  laborious  and  sighing;  slight  mucous 
rales  heard  almost  all  over  the  chest.  She  was  ordered 
an  enema,  consisting  of  half  a  pint  of  thin  starch 
with  an  ounce  of  syrup  of  poppies,  and  half  an  ounce' 
of  tincture  of  catechu. 

Meridie.  The  purging  and  attempts  at  voniitinr 
have  ceased,  but  the  pain  in  the  abdomen  continues! 
and  it  appears  somewhat  swollen  and  tympanitic.  The 
pulse  remains  quiet,  and  she  complains  of  but  little 
headac!..  She  was  ordered  another  enema,  consisting 
of  the  chalk  mixture,  with  a  little  tincture  of  opium! 
and  the  belly  to  be  rubbed  with  the  following  lini- 
ment :-Ohve  oil,  soap  liniment,  tincture  of  opium, 
oil  of  turpentine,  of  each  half  an  ounce. 

Vespere.  The  purging  has  not  returned,  bnt  the 
pain  m  the  abdomen  was  increased  after  the  second 
injection.  Pulse  74,  feeble.  Tongue  dry ;  skin  cool ; 
breasts  flaccid,  but  containing  a  small  quantitv  of 
milk.  ^ 

30th,  mane.  Pain  in  the  abdomen  excruciating 
not  permitting  the  slightest  touch  without  great  aggra- 
vation. Purging  quite  ceased,  but  the  belly  is  more 
swollen  and  tympanitic.  Pulse  92,  feeble;  tongue 
and  teeth  covered  with  sordes.  She  complains  of 
great  thirst,  and  although  possessing  her  faculties 
unimpaired,  is  exceedingly  alarmed  and  anxious. 

Chloride  of  mercury,  powdered  opium,  of  each  12 
grains,  aromatic  confection  9  scruples.  To  be  Jivided 
mto  12  pills,  one.  to  be  taken  every  hour. 
Sesqui-carbonate  of  ammonia    .      .    2  scruples 

Aromatic  confection i  drtchm  ' 

Camphor  mixture g  ouncefc 

An  ounce  of  this  mixture  every  three  hours. 
To  have  wine  and  beef  tea.  An  opiate  plaster  to  the 
omen.  Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 

Pain  almost  gone,  but  the  opium  appears 


Vespere. 
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to  bare  affected  the  Lead,  for  .she,  has  been-  drowsy 
most  of  the  day,  and  complains  of  feeling  stupid*.  The 
prostration  is  evidently  increasing*  the  pulse  being 
more  thready  and  fluttering.  To  take  one  pill  every 
three  hoars. 

May  1st,  mane.  Much  the  same  as  on  the  preced- 
ing evening;  the  pain  in  the  belly  is  quite  gone,  but  the 
other  symptoms  are  more  grave.  The  respiration  is 
exceedingly  laborious,  and  the  bronchial  tubes  seem 
filled  with  mucus,  the  sonorous  and  sibilous  rales 
being  loud  in  all  parts  of  the  chest.  Intellect  still 
perfectly  clear;  pulse  almost  imperceptible;  lower 
extremities  cold.  She  died  at  half-past  three  this 
afternoon,  being  the  15th  day  from  her  delivery. 

Sectio  Cadkceri*.  Belly  much  swollen  and  dis- 
coloured. 

Ckett,  Lungs  much  gorged  with  blood,  and  the 
lower  part  of  the  right  lung  soft  and  frangible,  appa- 
rently resulting  from  pneumonia. 

Abdomen.  The  peritoneal  cavity  contained  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  turbid  fluid,  with  flakes  of 
purulent  lymph  floating  in  it.  The  peritoneum  was 
very  vascular  in  some  places,  but  not  so  much  as  might 
have  been  expected  from  the  amount  of  pain  present 
during  life.  The  uterus  was  enlarged,  and  its  linrng 
coat  apparently  disorganized.  It  contained  a  quantity 
of  dark  fcetid  fluid.  The  os  and  part  of  the  cersix; 
uteri  were  in  a  sloughy  condition.  The  right  ovary 
was  completely  destroyed,  and  the  fimbriated  extremity 
of  the  fallopian  tube  on  this  side  was  highly  vascular. 
On  the  left  side  of  the  fundus  there  were  two  small 
abscesses  beneath  the  peritoneal  covering!  and  pene- 
trating a  small  depth  into  the  substance  of  the  uteres. 
The  other  abdominal  viscera  were  healthy. 

Dr.  Waddy  stated,  that  for  the  particulars  of  the 
above  case,  ne  was  indebted  to  Mr.  Clarkson,  the 
resident  surgeon  of  the  Birmingham  Lying-in 
Hospital. 

ULCERATION   OF  THE   LAB.YNX.     v 

Mr.  Bunn  then  exhibited  a  specimen  of  ulceration 
of  the  larynx,  in  which  the  ulceration  extended 
over  most  of  its  internal  surface,  and  embedded  in 
pale,  loose,  soft,  granulations,  there  were  substances 
resembling  exfoliated  portions  of  bone.  It  was 
taken  from  a  patient  who  had  suddenly  died  from 
asphyxia. 

Mr.  Bunn  gave  the  following  particulars  of  the 


In  the  summer  of  1842,  a  young  man,  aged  23, 
entered  the  service  of  a  gentleman,  a  few  miles  from 
town  ;  he  had  at  the  time  sores  on  his  head,  which  I 
was  requested  by  his  master  to  examine.  Suspecting 
their  syphilitic  origin,  I  questioned  him  about  it.  He 
said  they  had  been  occasioned  by  a  fall  from  a  tree,  in 
which  his  head  came  in  contact  with  some  of  the 
branches.  His  general  health  was  deranged ;  iodide 
of  potassium,  quinine,  and  occasional  doses  of  blue  pill 
were  given,  and  such  local  remedies  from  time  to  time 
applied  as  seemed  indicated.  In  about  three  weeks 
the  sores  were  healed,  his  health  improved,  and  the 
remedies  were  discontinued.  A  few  weeks  afterwardabe 
requested  me  to  look  at  his  penis,  when  I  found  the 
left  half  of  the  glans  penis  black ;  it  fell  off  the  next 
day.  The  other  half  was  destroyed  by  ulceration  ; 
the  stump  was  some  time  in  healing.    From  this  time 


abscesses  occasionally  formed  about  the  penis,  erup~ 
tions  would  show  themselves,  and  not  being  able 
to  satisfy  myself  whether  he  had  been  fairly  mercu- 
rialized, (although  he  had  several  timee  told  me  he  had 
taken  a  great  deal,)  I  determined  to  pat  him  on  a  course 
of  mercurial  inunction.    All  the  symptoms  speedily 
disappeared,  and  at  the  expiration  of  six  weeks,  with 
the  exception  of  the  man  looking  pale,  he  appeared 
quite  well,  ami  resumed  his  duties.    He  soon  gained 
flesh*  looked  ruddy,  and  expressed  himself  as  being 
in  better  health  than  for  a  long  time  past.    In  about 
six  or  eight  weeks  symptoms  again  presented  them- 
selves;, there  was  a  foul  ulcer  situated  at  the  root  of 
the  penis,  extending  up  the  front  of  the  abdomen.    He 
now  placed  himself  under  the  care  of  another  prac- 
titioner, and  I  heard  no  more  of  him  till  the  autumn  of 
1843,  when  one  cold  evening  I  was  requested  to  visit 
him.    I  found  him  lying  in  bed,  with  cough,  great 
difficulty  in  breathing,  a  low  hosrse  voice,  pain  in  the 
region  of  the  larynx,  hqf  skja,  copious  perspiration,  and 
rapid  pulse.    A  blister  was  applied  to  the  root  of  the 
neck,  and  a  solution  of  tartarised  antimony  administered 
every  two  Jiohfs.  Un  the  fourth  day  I  fouml  him  engaged 
in  his  usual  occupations.  He  declined  further  treatment,, 
saying  he  was  well.    There  is  still  a  sore  at  the  root  of 
the  penis.    About  a:  month,  from  this  time  I  was  again 
requested  to  see  him*  and  found  him  with  the  same 
symptoms  as  last  described,  only  not  so  severe,  but 
they  were  more  persistent.    He  again  soon  partially 
recovereJ,  and  declined  further  treatment ;  his  voice, 
however,  continued  hoarse,  and  the  cough  trouble- 
some.   Just  before  Christmas  he  left  his  situation,  and 
went  homq  into  Berkshire.     He   returned    in    the 
beginning  of  January,  and  informed  me  he  was  quite 
well.     He  was  still   hoarse,  which  induced  me  to 
question  him  more  particularly  about  it.    He  said  he 
had  been  under  medical  treatment,  which  had  done 
him    a   great    deal  of  good.      His   breath   had  the 
mercurial   foetpr.     I  very  much  doubted  his   state- 
ment respecting  the  voice.    He  looked  ill,  and  in  a 
few   days    afterwards  I    was  informed  there  was    a 
sore  at  the  root  of  the  penis.    At  this  time  he  placed' 
himself  under  the  care  of  a  quack,  who  promised  him. 
a  cure  in  six  weeks.    The  day  prior  to  his  death  the 
attendant  desired  he  would  dress  his  horses,  it  being 
good  exercise  for  him,  and  that  he  would  soon  be  well. 
About  five  o'clock  one  evening  in  February,  being  at 
the  house,  1  was  requested  to  see  him  \  he  had  left 
his  room,  and  walked  across  the  stable  yard  to  the 
kitchen,  where  I  found  him  supported  by  two  servants 
on  a  chair.    His  difficulty  of  breathing  was  extreme. 
I  distinctly  heard  him  say  be  was  dying.     In  about 
half  an  hour  he  became  comatose,  and  died  in  about 
two  hours  more. 

Sectio  Cadaveris.  The  body  very  much  emaciated ; 
there  was  a  sore  at  the  root  of  the  penis,  though  much 
contracted  in  size ;  the  viscera  healthy.  The  larynx 
was  ulcerated  over  most  of  its  internal  surface, 
and  had  imbedded  in  pale  loose  soft  granulation, 
exfoliated  portions  resembling  carious  bone.  That 
part  of  the  pharynx  attached  to  the  cartilages  was 
very  much  congested. 
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SbUTtl "WESTERN'  BRANCH  OF  THE  PROVIN- 
.OAL.JIEDICAJL  AND  SURGICAL  ASSOCIA- 
TION-    , 

:AtttroaI  Meeting  held  at  Plymouth,  Jan*  18, 1844. 
Dr.  Cook  worthy,  in  the  Chair. 
Present : 
H.  J.  Andrews,  Esq,  Plymouth  ;  J.  M.  Barry,  M.D., 
Totnes ;  W.  H.  Besly,  Esq.,  Exeter ;  F.  H.  Carter, 
Esq.,  Plymouth  ;  Thomas  Crossing,  Esq.,  Devon  port ; 
P.  C.  Delagarde,  Esq.,  Exeter ;  Samuel  Deny,  Esq., 
Plymouth  ;  J.  Elliot,  Esq.,  Kingsbridge  ;  J.  J.  Feild, 
M.D.,  Torquay ;  J.  H.  Fuge,  Esq.,  Plymouth  ;  William 
Oillard,  Esq.,  Totnes ;  Robert  Kerswfll,  Esq.,  St. 
Germans ;  Samuel  Kerswill,  Esq.,  Devon  port ;  J.  H. 
Lawrence,  Esq.,  Liskeard ;  Edward  Moore,  M.D., 
Plymouth  ;  J.  L.  Marsden,  M.D.,  Exeter  ;  R.  L. 
Pennell,  M.D.,  Exeter  ;  Thomas  Rutter,  Esq.,  Devon- 
port  ;  Thomas  Shapter,  M.D.,  Exeter ;  J.  Sheppard, 
Esq.,  Storehouse  ;  William  Soltau,  M.D.,  Plymouth  ; 
W.  J.  Square,  Esq.,  Plymouth  ;  P.  W.  Swain,  Esq., 
Dcvonport  $  Jos.  Wells,  Esq.,  Aymouth'  j  James 
Yonge,  M.D.,  Plymouth,  &c",  &c. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  annual  meeting  having 
been  rea&  Dr.  Pennell  presented  the  report  of  the 
district  council,  as  follows  ;— 

The  Council  have  again  the  pleasure  ol  congratu- 
lating the  Members  of.  the  South  Western  pistrict. 
Branch  on  the  increased:  support  this.  Association 
obtains  from  the  profession*  thus  most  satisfactorily 
proving  that  the  numerous  and  important  objects 
contemplated  Ia  its  formation  are  duly  appreciated  and 
recognized.  .    ,,  t 

In  looking  over  the  names  of  those,  who,  since  the 
last  annual  meeting  have  joined  this  Jjocal  branch  of 
tjic  Association,  your  Council  are  J%hlfc  gratified  to 
qbserve  that  there  it  not  only  *  continued  and  steady 
increase  in  the  number  of  Devonshire  members,  but 
tjiere  has. also  been  a  considerable  accession  from 
^.neighbouring  county  of  Cornwall,  wbere  previously 
the  Association  had  not  the  satisfaction  of  enrolling  a 
single  nanus 

.  ,y©ujr  council  have  much  to  regret  that  the  Benevo- 
lent Fund  does  not  obtain  that  measure  of  support,  to 
which  its  objects  so  justly  entitle  it}  they  fully  trust, 
bowfirej,  the  strong  claim  it  has  to  the  favourable 
consideration  pf  tfee  profession  will  not  be  overlooked. 
M.?he,  CopnciL  bog  to  recommend  that  the.  next 
annual  meeting  pf  this  Branch  should  be  held  at 
Btfefojidj  as  that  town  contains  the  largest  number 
of  membeva  in  the  North  of  Devon. 
:  At.tfc*  last  annual  meeting  at  was  suggested  that  it 
would  .he-  highly  desirable  to  hold  quarterly  meetings 
for  the  purpose  of  promoting  professional  discussion, 
nai  of j enabling  members  to  exhibit  such  pathological 
specimens  as  may  have  occurred  to  them  in  their 
practice.  The  Council  having  given  this  matter  their 
fullest  consideration,  beg  to.  report;. that  though  they 
consider -such  meetings  as  likely  to  prpve,  highly  bene*, 
ficial,  they  are  yet  apprehensive,  if  but  one  place}  were 
selected  for  such  meetings,  a  very  limited  number,  of 
the  members  only  eonld  attend ;  jthey  therefore  suggest 
that  the  best  method  of  attaining  the  Ejects  feojiirec^ 
would  be'  to  form  districts. of  eucfc  extent 4a*_mayt  be 
tonstfciisd  convenient,  in  each  pf  ^(lieh^meetiugs 
might  be  held,  to  be  regulated  exclusively  by  the 


members  residing  within  such  districts,  but  open  to 
nil  the  members  of  the  branch. 

In  conclusion,  your  Council  have  to  deplore  the  loss 
which  the  Association  and  the  profession  generally, 
have  sustained  in  the  death  of  their  venerable  and 
highly  respected  President,  Mr.  Hey,  of  Leeds,  and  of 
their  Vice-President,  Dr.  Barlow  of  Bath ;  both  these 
gentlemen  were  amongst  the  earliest  and  most  distin- 
guished members  of  the  Association  ;  they  ever  took  a 
lively  interest  in  its  prosperity,  and  were  warm  advo- 
cates of  those  measures  they  deemed  likely  to  conduce 
to  the  honour  and  respectability  of  the  profession. 

Mr.  Samuel  Derry  proposed,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Kerswill,  "  That  the  report  of  the  District  Council 
just  read,  be  received  and  adopted.*' 

Mr.  Delagarde  proposed,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sheppard, 
"That  the  Council  consist  of  fifteen  members;  that 
one  third  of  this  number  retire  annually  in  rotation  ; 
but  that  those  so  retiring  be  eligible  for  re-election." 

The  Secretary  having  read  several  letters  received 
from  members  residing  at  Barnstable  and  Bideford, 
connected  with  the  place  of  meeting  for  the  year 
1843:— 

Mr,  Fuge  proposed,  seconded  by  Mr.  Swain,  "  That 
Bideford  be  the  place  of  meeting  for  1845." 

Dr.  Yonge    proposed,    seconded  by  Mr.   Square, 

"  That  Mr.  Bailer,  of  Bideford,  be  the  President-elect." 

Dr.  Barry  proposed,  seconded  by  Mr.  Elliot,  "  That 

the  following  gentlemen  constitute  the  Council  for  the 

ensuing  year." 

Samuel  Barnes,  Esq.,  Exeter. 
William  Colly ns,  Esq.,  Kenton. 
P.  C.  Delagarde,  Esq.,  Exeter. 
J.  J.  Feild,  M.D.,  Torquay. 
J.  H.  Fuge,  Esq.,  Plymouth, 
William  Gillard,  Esq.,  Totnes. 
J.  H.  James,  Esq.,  Exeter. 
lf  J.  Jocc,  Esq.,  Swimbridge. 

A.  W.  Jones,  Esq.,  Bideford. 
R.  h.  Pennell,  M.D.,  Exeter. 
E.  P.  Pridbaro,  Esq.,  Exeter. 
T.  Pridham,  Esq.,  Bideford. 
T.  M.  Smith,  Esq.,  Bideford. 
T.  B.  Torr,  Esq.,  Barnstable. 
P.  W.  Swain,  Esq.,  Devonport. 
Dr.  Soltau  proposed,    and    Mr.  Besly  seconded, 
"  That  Dr.  Shapter  be  elected  Secretary.,, 

Mr.  Square  detailed  the  case  of  a  female,  in  whom 
the  vagina  had  become  imperforate,  consequent  upon 
injury  received  during  child-birth.  The  obstruction 
waa  about  an  inch  from  the  orifice  of  the  vagina,  and 
consisted  of  a  firm  cicatrisation,  puckered  up  like  the 
end  of  a  purse,  with  a  depression  in  its  centre.  Cure 
was  effected  by  freely  dividing  the  cicatrix,  and  after- 
wards keeping  the  wound  dilated  with  tents  and  plugs. 
(This  case  will  appear  at  length  in  a  future  number  of 
the  Journal) 

Mb  Square  likewise  exhibited  a  modification  of  the 
troche**  invented  for  the  purpose  of  more  easily  and 
safely  performing  the  operation  of  tracheotomy. 

Dr,  Marsden  exhibited  an  apparatus,  the  invention 
of  a.  M.  Tuno^l,  for  exhausting  the  air  over  a  large 
surface..,  It  was  made  of  copper,  in  the  shape  of  a 
boot,,  and  is  applied  as  one,  having  an  indian  rubber 
top  to  tie  round  the  thigh,  and  render  it  air  tight. 
The  air  is  then  exhausted  with  a  syringe,    fiy  the 
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application  of  this  apparatus,  the  kg  may  be  dis- 
tended to  double  its  ordinary  size,  the  pulse  is  at  first 
quickened,  but  is  gradually  reduced  both  in  frequency 
and  strength,  and  even  syncope  may  supervene ;  very 
little  pain  attends  the  operation.  After  the  removal 
of  the  apparatus,  the  blood  gradually  returns  to  its 
course,  and  in  a  couple  of  hours  the  swelling  of  the 
leg  subsides.  Experience  has  proved  that  sixty  ope* 
rations  on  the  same  leg,  with  one  or  two  days  interval, 
may  be  attended  with  no  injurious  effects  to  the 
nervous  system.  Dr.  Marsden,  after  describing  an 
establishment  under  the  superintendence  of  Dr. 
Bonnard,  of  Paris,  entirely  devoted  to  the  application 
of  this  instrument,  and  having  dwelt  upon  the  success 
attending  its  employment  by  Dr.  Cerise,  another 
Parisian  physician,  detailed  the  histories  of  several 
cases  in  which  he  bad  himself  witnessed  beneficial 
results, — as  in  amaurosis,  deafness,  sore-throat,  chlo- 
rosis, amenorrhcea,  croup,  phthisis,  &c. 

Dr.  Marsden  hoped  to  be  enabled  to  pursue  the 
inquiry  into  the  curative  powers  of  this  vast  system  of 
dry  cupping,  and  promised  at  the  next  meeting  to  lay 
the  results  before  the  Association. 

r    Mr.  Swain  read  the  history  of  a  case  of  malignant 
\J  disease  of  the  shoulder  joint,  of  which  the  following  is 
an  abstract : — 


Mrs.- 


-,  aged  19  years,  married  about  six 
months.  Twelve  weeks  ago  experienced  a  slight  pain 
in  the  left  shoulder  joint,  while  lifting  a  somewhat 
heavy  box  ;  for  three  weeks  there  was  not  the  slightest 
swelling;  but  the  pain  continued  severe.  The  general 
health  was  not  affected.  Three  weeks  after  the  first 
indication  of  pain,  the  shoulder  joint  began  to  swell. 
None  of  the  remedies,  which  consisted  of  leeches, 
blisters,  mercurial  ointment,  and  belladonna  plasters, 
&c,  procured  any  ease.  Six  weeks  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  disease  the  tumour  was  punctured,  when  a 
considerable  quantity  of  serum  and  blood  flowed  from 
the  wound,  and  continued  to  ooze  from  it  for  some 
days.  Through  the  opening  the  bone  could  be  felt 
denuded  of  periosteum,  and  roughened  by  disease.  The 
swelling  continued  to  increase,  and  in  the  short  period 
of  twelve  weeks  from  the  commencement,  had  attained 
the  size  of  full  thirty  inches  in  circumference,  and 
twelve  in  breadth.  The  patient  was  now  sinking  from 
the  continued  and  unabated  pain  she  had  endured  from 
the  first  manifestation  of  disease ;  the  tumour  had 
ulcerated  slightly  on  its  upper  surface,  and  an  inodorous 
discharge,  not  very  profuse,  flowed  from  the  ulcerated 
surfaces.  Mr.  Swain  presented  a  drawing  of  the 
tumour  to  the  meeting,  and  remarked  on  the  interest 
which  was  attached  to  the  question  as  to  the  nature  of 
such  malignant  growths.  The  difficulty  was  in  deciding 
whether  such  morbid  appearances  sprang  from  a  dele- 
terious germ,  generated  in  the  blood,  and  fixing  upon 
any  individual  part  of  the  body  as  its  place  of  growth ; 
or,  whether  the  disease  commenced  in  some  cell  ot» 
molecule  of  the  solid  constituents  of  the  body,  which 
communicated  its  morbid  energy  to  the  surrounding 
tissue.  '" ' 

A  communication  was  made  on  the  successful  treat- 
ment of  several  cases  of  superficial  naviis  \elaret 
stains)  in  the  practice  of  Mr.  Tucker,  of  Exeter,  by'lfcte 
application  of  the  nitrate  of  silver  pencil.  In  som£  of 
these  cases  a  few  applications  only  of  tfce  nitrate  of 


silver  had  proved  sufficient  to  eradicate  the.  jmse^mly . . 
appearance  of  this  affection.        '  * 

Mr.  Fuge  read  a  letter  transmuted  to  the  secret*}, 
from  Dr.  Wm.  Conolly,  of  Cheltenham,  in  wMafclle 
stated  that  the  subscription*  to  the  Benevolent  Fufld 
had  exceeded  during  the  past  year  those  of  any  other 
year  j  that  the  claims  for  relief  had  been  numerous  and 
urgent ;  that  many  bad  been  relieved,  wherefore  the 
available  funds,  were  at  a  low  ebb.  Detailed  state- 
ments of  the  finances,  &c,  would  appear  in  the  forth- . 
coming  report.  ; 

During  the  day,  Mr.  Fuge  threw  open  his  museum 
for  the  inspection  of  the  members,  and  kindly  ex-  \ 
plained  many  of  the  pathological  preparations. 

Amongst  the  most  interesting  were  : — 

h  A  gun-shot  wound  of  the  heart,  the  patient  \^ 
having  survived  thirteen,  days  after  the  receipt  of  the  " 
injury.  In  this  very  remarkable  case,  the  musket-baft , 
passed  through  the  intercostal  muscles,  entered  the 
right  ventricle  at  the  root  of  the  pulmonary  artery,.' 
passed  through .  the  membranous  portion  of  the  tri- 
cuspid valve,  and  fell  into  .the  right  auricle,  where  it. 
was  found  after  death.  The  subject  of  this  wound^ 
was  a  soldier  in  the  2nd,  or  Queen's  Royals,  and  was 
brought  wounded  from  Corunna,  in  1808.  Mr.  Fuge 
has  related  this  case  at  length  in  the  14th  volume  of 
the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

2.  An  immense  calculus,  15  ounces  in  weight,.^ 
taken  from  the  bladder  of  a  respectable  tradesman,  at1 
St  Germans,  in  Cornwall.  The  operation  of  lithotomy 
was  performed  by  Mr.  Robert  Kerswitl,  assisted  by 
Mr.  Fuge;  the  patient  recovered,  and  is  now  (1844)  in* 
perfect  health..  This  is  the  largest  calculus,  but  one,, 
recorded  to  have  been  extracted  from  the  living1 
subject. 

3.  Model  of  a  Chinese  lady's  foot,  in  wax,  made  byr 
Mr.  Fuge,  from  *  natural  specimen,  brought  to  England' 
by  a  naval  surgeon  resident  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Plymouth,  and  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Natural 
History  Society.  In  this  model  the  great  toe  is  see* 
to  form  the  extreme  point,  the  other  toes  are  bent' 
under  and  upon  the  distorted  sole  of  the  foot,  and  it 
is  evident  that  the  tarsal  bones  are  dislocated.  The1 
other  foot  of  this  same  lady  is  now  in  course-  of  pre- 
paration, to  show  the  nature  of  the  injuries  done,  In* 
order  to  procure  this  well-known  deformity.  '    ' 

4.  An  interesting  specimen  of  -an  uterus  and  ifa' 
appendages,  showing  an  extra-uterine  foetus,  of  threes 
months  growth,  pendulous  from  the* extremity  of  the 
right  Fallopian  tube,  and  enveloped  in  its  membtatieav 
A  triangular  portion  of  the  womb  is  raised'***  taei 
purpose  of  exhibiting  its  smooth  internal  swf#sctw> 
The  os  uteri  is  plugged  with  the'  usual  albuminous 
secretion;  nature,  after  impregnation,  havfarig  per* 
formed  that  part  of  her  accustomed- work.  . 

5.  The  trachea  of  a  child,  seven  years  oft  age> 
partially  laid  open,  showing  the  adventitious  mem* 
branoas  deposit  in  croup.  i 

6".  Numerous  specimens  of  aneurism  of  the  aorta* 
thoracic  and  abdominal,  popliteal  artery*  &e.<&c% 

7:  Hydnocephalic  ftetal  heads  fo  a  dried  state;  the 
parents''  Kves  saved  hf  embryotomy. 
;'  &  Casts  of  cancerous  tumours  of  the  female  mammfe 
m  antfcerarta'statejfAMted  to  represent  the  changes 
m  appearance  during  different  stages  of  the  disease.  - 
'  9:  rVngtur  hssmatodes  of  the  internal  cent  of  the 
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bladder ;  tumour  the  size  of  a  large  orange.  Death 
occast0iMihyf^«M1iii)mrf1tage^.    ' 

10.  Scrofulous  testis  of  enormous  site. 

1L  Heart;  enormously  bypertrophied,  -pericardium 
adherent  9  <rheunmtic  metastasis. 

12.  Fine  specimen  of  hydatid  from,  the  kidney  of  a 
sheep. 

13.  Scrofulous  disease  of  the  eye  removed  by  opera- 
tion ;  apparently  successful  for  a  few  months ;  disease 
at  length  sprang  up  in  the  orbit  involving  the  frontal 
bone  in  caries,  and  destroyed  the  individual  by 
extending  its  ravages  to  the  brain. 

14.  Cast  of  the  arm  of  a  woman,  which  was  ampu- 
tated for  fungus  bamatodes,  originating  in  the  carpal 
extremity  of  the  radius  ;  operation  performed  several 
years  since*  The  patient  is  now  in  perfect  health,  and 
the  disease  has  not  shown  itself  elsewhere. 

.  IS.  An  immense  fatty  tomour  removed  from  the 
\'  thorax  of  a  female  after  death.  The  lung  of  the  right 
side  entirely  obliterated  by  it.  A  case  somewhat 
similar  to  this  was  reported  by  Dr,  Hastings,  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Association  in  Exeter, 

Mr.  Fuge's  museum  also  contained:  numerous 
interesting  monstrous. deviations  from  nature;  crania 
of  individuals,  whose  skull*  had  been  fractured ;  speci- 
mens of  diseased  kidney;  tnheraof  the  liver;  a  large 
collection  of  diseased  hones,  including  several  valuable 
specimens  of  the  cylindrical  bones  in  a  necrosed  state, 
caries  of  crania  from  syphilis,  caries  of  ilium  from 
hip  disease;  syphilitic  disease  of  the.  femora,  tibia*, 
humerus,  &c,  from  a  prostitute,  not  suspected  during 
life  ;  numerous  specimens  of  diseased  valves  of  the 
heart;  a  large  collection  of  abortions  from  the 
earliest  formation,  corroded  preparations  of  the  heart, 
lungs,  liver,  kidneys,  &c. ;  quicksilver  injections  of 
the  hand,  of  the  lymphatics,  of  the  peritoneal  coat 
of  the  liver,  &c. ;  plaster  casts  of  various  diseases, 
such  as  aneurism a1  tumours,  bronchocele,  prolapsus 
uteri ;  enormous  enlargement  of  the  penis  and  scro- 
tum, the  result  of  fistula  in  pcrinxo ;  hydrocephalic 
heads  of  enormous  magnitude ;  collections  of  calculi 
from  the  urinary  bladder,  mostly  the  result  of  Mr. 
Fuge*8  operation ;  cartilaginous  formations  removed 
from  the  elbow  and  knee  joint  by  Mr.  Fuge  with  suc- 
cess ;  numerous  crania,  including  the  African,  South 
Sea  Islander,  original  Peruvian,  &c.  &c. 

Also  a  large  collection  of  specimens  of  comparative 
anatomy, — as  injected  prepations  of  the  stomach  and 
intestines  of*  turtle,  weighing  650  lbs ;  dried  prepara- 
tions of  the  bladder  of  a  horse,  the  three  vesiculae 
seminates  injected ;  heart  of  a  young  whale,  very  similar 
in  form  to  that  of  the  human  heart,  &c.  &c. 

At  «ve  o'clock  the'  members  dined  together  at 
Elliott1!  Royal  Hotel,  Dr.  Cookworthy  in  the  chair, 
supported  by  Dr.Yonge,  Dr.  Pennell,  Mr.  Delagarde, 
Dr.  Shunter,  Mr.  Gilford,  dx. ;  Mr.  Fuge  sat  as  Vice* 
President. 


YORKSHIRE  BRANCH  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL 
MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  ASSOCIATION. 
Annual  Meeting  held  at  Leeds,  June  27,  1944. 
The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Yorkshire  Branch  of 
the  Association  was  held  on  June  27th,  at  the  Philo- 
sophical Institution,  Leeds,  and  was  attended  by  the 
following  Members:— 
Mr.  Bearparke,  Leeds;  Dr.  Belconme,  York;  Mr. 


Braithwaite,  Leeds;  Dr.  Chad  wick,  Leeds;.  Mr., 
Dodsworth,  York  ;  Mr.  Evans,  Leeds ;  Mr.  FothergiO, 
Bedale ;  Mr.  Garlick,  Mr.  Giles,  Leeds;  Mr.  Heming- 
way, Dewsbury ;  Mr.  Hey,  Leeds;  Mr.  R.  Hey,  York ; 
Mr.  S.  Hey,  Leeds ;  Mr.  Hill,  KnoUtngley ;  Dr.  Hopper, 
Leeds ;  Mr*  Hornby,  Pockliogtort ;  Mr.  IlrJn,  Leeds  ; 
Mr.  Johnstone,  Bramley ;  Mr.  W.  Matterson,  York ; 
Dr.  Marchant,  Hemsworth;  Mr.  Muscroft,  Ponte- 
fraet ;  Mr.  Ness,  Helmsley ;  Mr.  Price,  Mr.  H,  Price, 
Mr.  Raddifr,  Leeds;  Mr.  Rayner,  Birstall;  Dr. 
Simpson,  York;  Mr.  Smart,  Hutton  Bushel;  Mr. 
Smith,  Dr.  G.  P.  Smith,  Mr.  Stanniland,  Mr.  Teale, 
Mr.  J.  Teale,  Leeds;  Dr.  Whytehead,  Easingwold. 

Dr.  Simpson,  the  retiring  President,  took  the  chair, 
and  in  a  short  address  introduced  the  President,  Mr. 
Smith,  who  took  the  chair  and  addressed  the  Meeting. 

After  thanking  the  members  for  the  honour  con- 
ferred upon  him,  the  President  passed  under  review 
the  benefits  which  this  and  similar  institutions  secure 
to  tbe  profession.  While  science  was  nurtured,  and  the 
dignity  of  the  profession  maintained,  men,  who  in  their 
earlier  days  had  contracted  friendships  with  those 
whom  for  many  years  after  they  never  saw,  were  now 
again  enabled  to  renew  their  former  friendships,  and 
to  talk  over  days  long  past,  though  never  forgotten. 
Such  intercourse  could  not  but  introduce  a  feeling  of 
harmony  into  the  profession,  to  be  attended  with  the 
happiest  results  to  all. 

The  President  then  called  upon  the  Secretary  to 
read  the  Report  of  the  Council. 

The  Secret-iry  then  read  tbe  following  Report : — 

Iu  presenting  to  the  Members  of  tbe  Yorkshire 
Brunch  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Asso- 
ciation the  usual  Annual  Report,  your  Council  have, 
on  the  whole,  much  reason  to  congratulate  you  on  the 
steady  progress  by  which  the  Branch  is  extending  its 
sphere  of  utility,  and  though  they  cannot  but  express  a 
hope  that  ere  long  every  member  of  the  Association, 
resident  in  Yorkshire,  will  feel  it  incumbent  upon  him 
to  aid  those  who  are  already  seeking  to  bring  into  closer 
union  the  medical  practitioners  of  this  great  county, 
yet  they  feel  assured  that  important  results  must  ensue 
from  the  combined  efforts  of  so  large  a  number  of 
them,  whose  talents,  acquirements,  and  moral  worth, 
have  gained  for  them  the  confidence  and  esteem  of 
those  among  whom  they  are  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
their  profession. 

Prejudice  yields  but  slowly,  apathy  is  not  easily 
roused,  aud  hence  many  a  one,  who  might  greatly 
assist  us  in  carrying  out  the  objects  for  which  this 
branch  was  established,  from  prejudice  or  apathy,  is 
not  numbered  among  its  members.  Your  Council 
would  urge  upon  such  to  consider  that  every  station 
lias  its  duties,  and  that  they  would  do  well  to  reflect 
whether  it  is  not  their  boundeu  duty  to  endeavour,  by 
their  own  exertions,  to  raise  the  character  of  tbe  pro- 
fession, and  to  hand  down  its  exercise  to  their  suc- 
cessors, ennobled  and  dignified  by  their  own  disregard 
of  self,  and  by  their  anxious  zeal  to  add  to  its  respecta- 
bility, extend  its  usefulness,  and  assist  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  that  science  which  is  so  interwoven  with  the 
comfort  aud  well-being  of  their  fellow-creatures;  and 
your  Council  would  confidently  appeal  to  their 
Unbiassed  judgments  whether  such  an  institution  as 
this  does  not  offer  a  most  eligible  field  for  the  exercise 
of  their  zeal  and  talent;  for  it  cannot  be  denied  that 
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ihi  many  combined  will  often  effect  what  would  be 
utterly  out  of  the  reach  of  tbe  solitary  efforts  of  each. 

The  number  of  members  amounts  to  110. 

Tbe  committee,  appointed  at  the  last  annual  meeting 
to  revise  the  rules  of  tbe  Branch  will  present  their 
Report,  and  your  Council  hare  every  reason  to  hope 
that  the  alterations  suggested  by  tbem  will  not  only 
remove  some  of  the  objections  which  have  been  urged 
against  tbe  Branch,  but  will  also  give  general  satis- 
faction to  those  who  are  enrolled  among  its  members. 

Medical  Reform  still  remains,  and  seems  likely  to 
remain,  a  vexata  qussstio. 

Your  Council  cannot  but  express  their  regret  that 
tbe  Government  should  have  tbougbt  it  their  duty  to 
grant  a  new  Charter  to  the  College  of  Surgeons 
previous  to  the  announcement  of  their  contemplated 
scheme  of  Medical  Reform.  With  regard  to  tbe 
Charter  recently  granted,  they  feel  that  though  it  is  an 
improvement  upon  the  old  one,  tbey  cannot  but  enter- 
tain some  apprehension  lest  it  should  render  the 
remodelling  of  the  profession  more  .difficult  even  than 
it  was  before. 

The  attention  of  yonr  Council  has  been  drawn  to  the 
statement  lately  published  by  the  Apothecaries'  Com- 
pany of  the  manner  in  which  they  hare  exercised  the 
powers  intrusted  to  them  by  the  Apothecaries'  Act, 
and  from  the  statement  so  made,  they  feel  bound  to 
express  their  opinion  that  this  Medical  Corporation  has 
not  received  that  attention  which  it  deserves  at  the  hands 
of  her  Majesty's  Government,  for  every  one  who  has 
read  the  evidence  given  before  the  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  tbe  state  of  the  medical  profession,  and 
reflects  upon  its  altered  condition  since  1815,  and  the 
lend  which  the  Apothecaries'  Company  has  taken  in 
raising  from  time  to  time  the  standard  of  medical 
education,  must  confess  that  the  profession  owes 
to  that  body  a  debt  of  gratitude,  and  that  it  is  entitled 
to  some  consideration  in  the  carrying  out  of  any 
scheme  of  medical  reform. 

The  principles  recognized  by  the  Parent  Association 
as  those  on  which  any  measure  for  the  reform  or 
re-constitution  of  the  medical  profession  should  be 
based,  seem  to  your  Council,  as  they  have  stated  on 
former  occasions,  to  be  those  most  likely  to  remove  the 
present  anomalous  condition  of  the  profession,  and  to 
give  permanency  to  any  measure  of  medical  reform. 
They  would  refer  those  who  may  not  hitherto  have 
directed  their  attention  to  this  subject,  to  the  previous 
reports  of  the  Council  of  the  Association,  and  of  the 
Council  of  this  Branch,  and  to  tbe  exposition  of  a 
scheme  of  medical  reform  contained  in  the  Provincial 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  for  the  19th  of  the 
present  month,  and  published  under  the  signatures 
of  tbe  President  of  the  Council,  and  the  Secretary  of 
tbe  Parent  Association. 

Your  Council  have  every  reason  to  hope  that  the 
claims  of  the  medical  practitioner  to  a  fair  and  adequate 
remuneration  under  the  Poor-Law  Amendment  Act, 
are  now  likely  to  receive  the  consideration  of  tbe 
Legislature.  A  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
of  which  the  philanthropic  Lord  Ashley  is  Chairman, 
is  now  engaged  in  investigating  the  subject,  and  your 
Council  cannot  but  expect  the  most  satisfactory  results 
from  its  appointment. 
A  mournful  duty  now  devolves  upon  your  Council. 
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Since  we  last  met,  twoniC .their  'body., 4*** toe*  num- 
bered with  the  dead. 

The  name  of'  Hey  aft  on**  amass  the  attention,  disd 
no  medical  member  of  that  family  can  pass  away  frees  * 
among  us  without  a  feetisg  of  regret.  As  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Parent  Association,  a  member  of  yonr 
Council,  and,  but  for  hie  own  wish,  yonr  president, 
tbe  late  Mr.  Hey  is  entitled  to  some  notice  at  their 
hands,  and  they  bear  on  this  occasion  a  mournful 
testimony  to  his  high  professional  character,  his  moral 
worth,  and  above  all,  to  that  deep  sense  of  religion 
which  proved  his  best  guide  amidst  the  quicksands 
of  pure  existence,  and  his  best  consolation  in  the 
hour  of  death.  Did  all  of  us  resemble  our  departed 
friend,  the  reproach  of  indifference  to  the  highest 
duties  of  our  existence,  which  is  too  often  cast  against 
the  members  of  our  profession,  would  he  heard  no 
longer. 

The  other  colleague  in  tbe  Council,  whose  loss  we 
bave  to  lament,  is  the  late  Mr.  Brown,  who  practised 
his  profession  for  a  long  series  of  years  in  York,  and 
who,  at  a  period  of  life  when  in  most  intelligence  is 
blunted,  and  tbe  physical  powers  sink  under  the  decay 
which  ushers  in  tbe  close  of  existence,  enjoyed  a 
vigour,  both  of  mind  and  body,  which  enabled  him  not 
only  to  pursue  the  active  duties  of  his  profession,  but 
even  to  evince  a  zeal  in  the  promotion  of  this  and 
similar  institutions,  by  which  tbe  interests  of  the 
medical  profession  might  be  advanced,  that  few  of  his 
younger  brethren  have  equalled,  none  surpassed. 

The  late  Mr.  Weddell,  of  Thirsk,  took  an  active 
interest  in  this  branch,  and  your  secretary  can  bear 
bis  testimony  to  bis  anxious  endeavours  in  behalf  of 
tlte  Benevolent  Fund. 

Your  Council  cannot  refrain  from  paying  a  passing 
tribute  of  respect  to  one,  who,  though  not  a  member  of 
this  Branch,  was  an  active  member  of  the  General 
Association,  and  had  the  honour  of  being  one  of  its 
earlier  Presidents.  As  long  as  great  attainments,  com- 
bined with  a  well-disciplined  and  highly  gifted  mind, 
shall  be  valued  among  men,  so  long  will  the  name 
of  Barlow  never  be  mentioned  but  with  reverence  and 
respect. 

Your  Council  have  now  only  to  resign  their  trust 
into  your  hands,  with,  a  confident  expectation  that 
each  succeeding  meeting  will  witness  an  increase  in 
tbe  number  of  those  who  are  anxious  to  promote  a 
friendly  intercourse  among  tbe  members  of  a  liberal 
profession,  assert  its  just  rights,  and  aid  ia  tbe  advance- 
ment of  medical  knowledge. 

Mr.  Price  moved,  and  Dr.  Marcliant  seconded^ 
tbe  adoption  of  tbe  report,  which  was  unanimously 
agreed  to. 

The  Committee  appointed  at  tbe  last  annual  meeting 
to  revise  the  rules,  made  their  report,  upon  which— 

Mr.  tiarlick  moved,  and  Mr.  Ness  seconded,  the 
adoption  of  the  alterations  suggested  therein. 

Dr.  Hopper  proposed,  and  Dr.  Belcombe  seconded 
the  nomination  of  Jtomseftoii,  as  the  plaeexrf  meeting 
for  the  next  j*ar« 

Mr.  Tenia  jronosed  as  President  elect,  Dr.  Whyte- 
head„of£asingvttkl.     .- 

Dr.  Simpson  seconded  the  nomination,  which  .was 
oarriodny  afclamstiojfr ,     .   ■  i 

Dr.  Belcombe  proposed,  and  Mr.  Ness  seconded. 
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"  That  Mr.  Husband  be  re-elected  Secretary  and 
Treasurer.;' 

Proposed  by.  Mr.- Hemingway,,  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
Ikinr-  -     ..,..«, 

".  That  the  members  of  the  Council  for  the  past  year, 
together  with  the  -  President  for  the  past  year,  Dr. 
Favell,  Dr.  Branson,  Mr.  H.  Thomas,  and  Mr.  H.  Jack- 
son, Sheffield,  be  the  Branch  Council  for  the  ensuing 
year." 

The  following  papers  were  then  read : — 

Mr.  Teale,  on  Tumours  simulating  Aneurism. 

Dr.  6.  P.  Smith,  on  a  Case  of  Insanity  cured  by  an 
attempt  at  suicide  by  hanging. 

Mr.  Husband  on  a  Case  of  large  Biliary  Calculus, 
which  Caused  an  attack  of  ileus. 

Dr.  Hopper  related  a  case  hi  which  general  paralysis 
followed  the  exhibition  of  a  large  dose  of  turpentine. 

Mr.  R.  Hey  proposed,  and  Mr.  Hornby  seconded,  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  those  who  had  favoured  the  meeting 
with  papers. 

Dr.  Chadwick  proposed,  and  Mr.  Dodsworth  seconded, 
a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  President  for  his  conduct  in  the 
chair,  which  was  carried  by  acclamation. 

After  tlie  meeting,  the  members,  30  in  number, 
proceeded  to  dine  at  Scarborough's  Hotel,  where  the 
greatest  harmony  and  good  feeling  enlivened  a  very 
excellent  dinner. 


RETROSPECT. 

OVARIOTOMY.       . 

Dr.  Fleetwood  Churchill  has  ably  discussed  the 
merits  of  this  operation,  in  the  Dublin  Journal  oT 
Medical  Science  for  this  month  ;  in  a  paper  of  which 
the  following  is  a  summary : — 

"  There  are  some  diseases,"  he  observes,  "so  gene- 
rally fatal  in  their  result,  and  so  little  under  the  con- 
trol of,  ordinary  treatment,  that  a  practitioner  may  be 
fully  justified  in  having  recourse  to  extraordinary 
expedients,  even  though  attended  with  serious  risk, 
provided  only  that  the  risk  from  the  operation  be  con- 
siderably less,  than  the  mortality  from  the  disease 
under  ordinary  remedies."  This  remark  may  be 
applied  to  the  operation  for  the  extirpation  of.  diseased 
ovary,  for,  on  the  one  hand,  we  find  the  disease  almost 
unmanageable  by  the  methods  hitherto  adopted,  and 
ending  JatftUy  sooner  or  later;  and  on  the  other,  an 
operation  of  the  severest  kind,  and  averaging  a  high 
rate  of  mortality,  is  proposed  as  a  remedy.  After  a 
review  of  the  pathology,  history,  and  termination  of 
the  disease,  It  is  observed,  thai  "  the  general  opinion 
is  uniform  as  to  the  result,  and  the  little  benefit  to  be 
obtained  from  •  medicine,  except  in  early  cases,  so 
much  so,  that  when  the  tumonr.has  attained  a  certain 
site,  the  oriry  refitf  anticipated  it  from  surgical  treat- 
ment." 

With  respect  to  paracentesis,  ho  says,  "  No  doubt 
that  bf  this  operation  tbe  life  of  the  patkftfc.ja  .fre- 
quently prolonged,  end  present  Telief  from  the  over* 
distention  is  faffbrdeo\  but  by  degrees  the  eao.  rafilla, 
and  all  the  former  inconveniences  recur,  with  ae>  hot» 
of  relief*  except  by  a  repetition  of  the  operation,"— . 
"  But  the  necessity  for  t^C  .Operation  is  neither  the 
only  nor  the  worst  inconvenience  .at|enydant  upon 


abdominal  paracentesis.  The  sudden  evacuation  of  so 
large  a  quantity  of  fluid  may  cause  alarming  or  even 
fatal  exhaustion;  or  if  she  recover  from  this;  the 
tumour  itself,  or  the  peritoneum,  may  be  attacked  by  ■ 
inflammation  with  its  consequences.  Moreover,  if  fbi* 
tumour  be  muKiloeular,  and  the  cells  do  not  commu- 
nicate, or  if  their  contents  be  not  fluid,  the  operation 
will  fail  altogether.  The  same  result  will  obtain  if 
the  tumour  be  fibrous  or  scirrhous ;  in  the  latter  case 
the  fatal  result  will  rather  be  accelerated." 

Mr.Southam  has  furnished  us  in  his  essay  with  a  table 
which,  so  far  as  it  goes,  may  enable  us  to  form  an  esti- 
mate of  this  operation.  He  has  taken  ten  cases  from 
Dr.  Bright,  five  from  Dr.  Barlow,  and  added  five  of 
his  own.  Of  these  "  fourteen  died  within  nine  months 
after  the  first  operation,  four  of  whom  survived  it  only 
a  few  days.  Of  the  remaining  six,  two  died  in  eighteen 
months,  and  four  lived  for  periods  varying  from  four 
to  nearly  nine  years.  It  further  appears  that  paracen- 
tesis does  not  prolong  life,  on  an  average,  for  more 
than  eighteen  months  and  nineteen  days,  and  Charon*  •' 
in  five  dies  from  the  effects  of  the  first  operation."* 

After  pointing  out  the  unsatisfactory  results  obtained  • 
from  the  other  surgical  means,  an  analysis  is  given  of 
what  eases  of  extirpation  the  author  and  Mr.  Southern 
have  been  able  to  collect.  They  are  66  in  number,  and 
include  several  not  yet  published ;  forming,  we  believe,; 
the  most  complete  statistical  account  of  the  operation 
on  record. 

They  are  divided  into  three  tables  :— 

The  first  contains  49  cases,  comprising  aH  those  in 
which  the  ovary  was  extirpated ;  of  these  sixteen  died, 
or  one  in  three. 

The  second  consists  of  those  cases  of  ovarian  disease 
in  which  the  operation  could  not  be  completed;  of 
these  there  are  nine,  four  of  which  were  fatal. 

The  third  gives  the  cases  in  which  the  operation  wan 
needlessly  performed,  owing  to  an  error  in  diagnosis^ 
Of  these  there  are  eight,  four  of  which  died. 

The  relative  advantages  of  the  major  and  minor 
incision  are  next  discussed,  but  it  is  difficult  to  give 
their  comparative  mortality,  because  tbe  definition  of 
each  is  scarcely  settled.  Nor,  indeed,  would  the  com- 
parison  be  fair,  for  in  some  cases  the  latter  would  be  • 
perfectly  useless,  so  that  if  an  attempt  were  to  be  made, 
it  must  be  by  the  long  incision,  with  all  its  risks. 

After  alluding  to  the  age  and  other  conditions  of 
the  patients  operated  on,  some  judicious  remarks 
follow  on  the  diagnosis  of  ovarian  disease,  which  our 
limits  prevent  us  quoting. 

Dr.  Churchill  thus  concludes !— "  Even  after  the 
details  I  have  given,  it  is  very  difficult  to  come  to  •> 
definite  and  perfectly  satisfactory  conclusion,  because,, 
first,  we  have  not  sufficiently  accurate  data  to  estimate 
the    progress   of  the   disease   unaided   by  surgery. 
Secondly,  the  table  quoted  from  Mr.  Southern  ia  clearly 
too  limited  to  afford  a  fair  average  of  the  results 
tof  tapping,  and  it  is  not  easy  to  obtain  sufficient  facts, 
to  enlarge  it.    Thirdly,  the  oases  in  which  ovariotomy 
'he*"beea  performed,  ure  of  such  a  mixed  character  thafr.. 
it  is  impossible  to  select,  with  fairness,  those  cases  int 
which  the  operation,  was  demanded  for  the  relief  of 
urgent  suffering,  and  suitable  to  the.  nature  of.  the 
disease, -without  the  appearance  of.  partiality*    And,, 
fourthly*  from  the  obscurity  of  the  diagnosis,  it.  is  too> 

•  jilr.Southam's  Bemarlts,  ftc— Medical  feasett*. 
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much*  perhaps*,  to  expect  that  oar  practice  in  future 
-wfli  be  free  from  those  drawback*  An  the  operation. 

But  bearing  in  mind  these  difficulties!  and  making 
-allowance  for  these  drawbacks,  I  think  we  may  con* 
-elude  thai  there  are  cases  in  which  the  operation 
would  be  justifiable,  and  on  these  grounds : — We  find 
•the  general  opinion  is  against  the  curability  of  the 
disease  by  medical  means ; — that  after  a  time  the 
patient  will  die  from  local  disease  or  accident,  or  con* 
ntitutional  disturbance,  and  that  meantime  she  suffers 
more  or  less  inconvenience ; — that  tapping  in  almost 
all  cases  affords  but  temporary  relief ;— «nd  that,  as  far 
as  the  limited  statistics  we  hare  adduced  are  admis- 
sible as  evidence,  it  is  attended  with  great  danger— «.«., 
one  in  five  died  of  the  first  operation,  and  of  twenty 
patients,  fourteen  (more  than  two-thirds)  died  within 
nine  months  of  the  first  tapping ;  whilst  of  the  entire 
number  of  those  who  underwent  the  operation  of 
ovariotomy,  about  one  half  have  absolutely  recovered 
so  far:  We  may  add,  that  of  those  who  died,  some 
were  in  an  unfavourable  condition  for  any  great 
operation,  and  many  bad  no  other  hope  of  relief.    • 

"  2.  II  we  reject  those  cases  in  which  the  operation 
could  not  be  completed,  those  in  which  it  was  unneces- 
sary, and  those  where  the  patient  laboured  under  organic 
disease,  or  debilitated  and  broken  constitution,  the  mor- 
tality is  twelve  in  forty-two,  or  one  in  three  and  a  half. 
Even  making  allowance  for  the  difficulty  of  diagnosis, 
it  does  appear  to  us,  that  in  future*  sufficient  judgment 
may  be  exercised  to  reduce  the  proportion  to  something 
near  this. 

"  3.  If  the  operation  were  confined  to  cases  of 
vnUocular  cysts  without  adhesions,  or  even  to  canes 
requiring  the  major  operation,  where  no  adhesions 
exist,  the  results,  according  to  our  statistics,  would  be 
more  favourable.  At  present  it  would  seem  desirable, 
if  possible,  to  limit  the  operation  to  those  cases. 

'^4.  Let  it  be  observed,  that  so  far  we  have  canvassed 
the  merits  of  the  operation  on  the  recorded  rmmUet  not 
on  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  it  in  any  or  all  of 
the:o»sea  related ;  but  it  would  be  impossible  to  abut 
oar  eyes  to  the  fact,  that  it  has  been  aomelitna* 
peslorsned  without  a  due  regard  to  the  condition  of 
the  patient,  to  the  necessity  of  an  operation  at  all,  or 
to  the  one  in  question  being  exactly  adapted  for  the 
purpose*  To  justify  the  operation  in  an  individual 
case,  the  patient  should  be  so  far  inconvenienced  by 
the  disease  so  as  to  require  surgical  relief  of  some  kind ; 
and  yet,  on  the  other  hand,  she  ought  not  to  be  in  a 
condition  which  would  prohibit  other  great  surgical 
operations.  In  such  cases  the  alternative  is  tapping 
or  extirpation, .  and  our  judgment  should  be  formed 
upon  a  careful  eatisaate  of  the  results  of  each* 

"Again  it  is  clear  that  no  operation  of  this  magnitude 
should  be  attempted  when  these  is  coincident  organic 
disease  of  a  serious  character  in  other  organ**,  nor 
have  we  sufficient  evidence  to  justify  an  extension-of 
the  operation  to  other  diseases  than,  those  of.  <tke 
ovaries* 

*  5.  As  to  the  mode  of  operating^  it  appear*  to>  me,, 
that  it  i*  better  to  commence  with  the  ..small  jpr 
ccsfen,  and,  if  necessary*  afterwards  enlarge, it,  ft**, 
great  advantage  of  this  plan  appears  to;be,  >>feat: 
after  making  the  incision,  (in  some  sort  an  exploratory 
one,)  if  the  sac,  after  being  emptied,  can  be  drawn 
out,  we  escape  with  the  slighter  risk;  if  there  be 


obstacles  owing  to  solid  matter,  it  can  be  enlarged 
without  difficulty ;  and  if  these  obstacles  be  smft  a*  to 
deter  us  from  completing  tbe  operation,  we  can  recede 
with  much  less  danger  to  the  patient*;  and  this  I  think 
of  vast  importance,  considering  the  present  uncertainty 
of  our  diagnosis." 

SULPHATE  OF  QUININE  IX  EPILEPSY. 

A  young  woman,  18  years  of  age,  very  well  up  to 
that  period,  was  attacked  in  the  night  by  two  assassins. 
Hiough  assistance  was  rendered  her  in  time,  she 
nevertheless  experienced  a  severe  fright,  and  imme- 
diately fell  into  violent  convulsions,  which  resisted  for 
two  months  the  successive  and  methodical  employment 
of  bloodletting,  preparations  of  -sine  and  bismuth, 
and  drastic  revulsive  medicines. 

When  M>  Tarooi  saw  the  patient,  she  had  three 
epileptic  fits  every  day,  returning  at  stated  hours,  and 
lasting  about  half  an  hour  each.  They  consisted  of 
violent  spasmodic  movements  of  the  limbs  and  the 
jaw,  with  loss  of  consciousness  and  foaming  at  the 
mouth.  On  the  10th  of  October,  M.  TarOhl  com- 
menced the  sulphate  of  quinine  in  doses  of  twenty- 
grains  daily.  On  the  fourth  day  the  fits  Were  reduced 
to  two  in  number,  but  they  presented  the  same  vio- 
lence and  the  same  train  of  symptoms.  The  dose 
was  then  Increased  two  grains  in  24  hours.  After  the 
fourth  dose  there  was  only  one  fit  a  day.  The  patient's 
spirits  and  strength  began  to  revive.  Till  the  29th  of 
October  the  dose  was  raised  to  thirty-six  grains.  The 
fits  were  very  slight,  and  only  appeared  every  other 
4ay. 

:  The  general  health  not  being  impaired  by  the  in- 
gestion of  such  large  quantities  of  bark,  it  was  deter- 
mined to  continue  it.  The  fit  then  recurred  but  once 
in  six  days,  and  was  then  extremely  slight 

The  malady  however  was  still  to  be  got  rid  of 
entirety,  and  with  this  object  forty  grains  of  toe  salt 
were^given  in  the  24  hours  for  six  days.  This  interval 
Of  time  having  elapsed  without  any  return  of  the  fits, 
the  remedy  was  daily  diminished  four  grams,  till  the 
29th  of  December,  when  having  reduced  it  to  six 
grains,  it  was  continued  in  this  proportion  till  January 
13tb.  At  this  period  the  cure  was  complete  ;  and  after 
the  lapse  of  twenty  months  she  was  still  in  perfect 
health. — Gazelta  Mtdica  di  Milano. 

DBATH  FROM  LARGE  DOSES  OF  QUJNINB. 

M.  Recaroier  ordered  to  a  man,  26  years  of  age,  who 
was  admitted  into  the  Hotel  Dieu,  labouring  under 
acute  rheumatism,  48  grains  of  the  sulphate  of  quinine, 
in  12  powders,  one  to  be  taken  every  hour  TbefoUow- 
ingday  72grains  were  ordered,  6  grains  to  he  taken*  every 
hour;  after  the  eighth  dose  the  patient  was  suddenly 
seised  with  violent  agitation,  fallowed  by  furious 
delirium,  and  died  in  a  few  bones.  On  examination, 
evidences  of  severe  mnammatiori  of  tec  cerebral  mem- 
branes were  discovered. 

An  analogous  case,  in  which  dangerous  symptoms 
supervened  after  the  administration  of  four  scruples  of 
the  same'  medicine  in  twelve  hours,  -occurred  about 
tbe  same  time  m  tbe  wards. of  M»  Jius*on.--4?a:<ftf  jfo 

Atoftanr.    ■  , 

t      .. 

•TETAKtJS  CONSEQUENT  ON*   TtfB?   fctfR*   OT  VISTULA 

;"   '  '  :   LAcrtkV*  Airs.  *  OrSr^Q 

Case*.— A"  Woman,  50  years'  of  age,  of  lymphatic 
temperament,  subject  to  rheumatism,  was  anxious  to 
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get  rid  of  an  epiphora,  or  involuntary  flow  of  tears, 
which  had  troubled  her  for  some  considerable  period. 
A  surgeon  consequently  made  an  incision  into  the 
affected  parts,  and  inserted  Scarpa's  pin.  Daring  the 
operation,  the  patient  complained  of  pain,  which 
extended  itself  from  the  artificial  canal  to  the  eye,  the 
cheek/  the  forehead,  and  the  angle  of  the  jaw.  Eight 
days  passed,  when,  after  a  restless  night,  the  patient 
perceived  that  she  could  not  open  her  mouth.  In  the 
eveningr,  M.  Petri,  who  was  called  in,  discovered  a  con- 
traction of  the  temporal  and  masseter  muscles,  and 
general  convulsive  movements.  He  proposed  to  remove 
the  lachrymal  pin,  but  the  ordinary  medical  attendant 
thinking  it  was  only  rheumatic,  would  not  consent. 
The  patient  was  bled,  and  twenty  leeches  were  applied 


Gust-mis  A.  Chaytor,  M.D.,  Physician  to  the  Royal 
to  the  neck.    The  following  day  the  contraction  had  J  Infirmary,  Manchester. 


reached  the  neck  and  trunk ;  the  arms  next5  became 
affected,  and,  lastly,  general  convulsions  supervened. 
The  pin  was  removed,  and  opium  exhibited  ;  but,  not- 
withstanding a  deceptive  remission,  the  patient  sank  on 
the  fourth  da>'./  '  '  •  •  •  •  ***  f\   J  !  '*:'..  O  '  *  ! 

On  examination  the  lachrymal  passages  presented  no 
extraordinary  lesion.  Permission  was  not  obtained  to 
examine  any  other  part  of  the  body. 

A  similar  case  was  communicated  to  M.  Petri,  by 
Dr.  Betti,  who  witnessed  its  occurrrence  in  the 
practice  of  Vaeca.  The  tetanic  symptoms  immediately 
followed  the  introduction  of  the  pin,  but  this  cele- 
brated surgeon  suspecting  the  cause,  removed  the  pin, 
and  the  trismus  in  a  short  time  gave  way. — Gazelta 
Toscma  delle  Scieni*  Mtdicofisichi. 


LDGOL  ON  SCROFULA. 
to  thb  editor  of  the  provincial  medical  and 
suroical  journal. 
Sir, 
Dr.  Cowan,  finding  that  I  had  preceded  him  in  a 
notice  of  a  translation  of  Lugol  on  the  Causes  of 
Scrofula,  has  most  courteously  resigned  his  intention 
of  proceeding  with  his  translation,  I  should  therefore 
be  obliged  if  yon  wonld  announce  this  to  the  pro- 
fession, coupled  with  my  intention  of  proceeding  as 
rapidly  as  possible  with  the  work. 
I  am,  Sir, 
Yours  most  respectfully, 

W.  H.  RANKING,  M.D. 
Bury  St.  Edmunds. 


PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 

ANNIVERSARY   MEETING. 

The  members  of  the  Association  will  perceive  by 
refering  to  our  last  number,  p.  210,  that  the  Anni- 
versary Meeting  is  fixed  to  be  held  at  Northampton 
on  the  6th  and  7th  of  August. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS. 

The  following  gentlemen  have  been  admitted  Fellows 
of  the  College : — Dr.  David  Plenderleath,  of  Ramsgate ; 
Dr.  John  Forbes,  of  London ;  Dr.  John  Conolly,  of 
Hanwell ;  Dr.  George  Owen  Rees,  of  London  ;  Dr. 
W.  Augustus  Guy,  of  King's  College,  London  ;  Dr. 
H.  M.  Hughes,  of  London  ;  Dr.  F.  H.  Ramsbothatn, 
of  London  5  Dr,  George  Cursham,  of  London. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

Gentlemen  admitted  members  on  Friday,  June  28, 
1844:— J.  Mc.  Mabon;  B.  E.  Brodhnret;  P.  D. 
Moffat;  J.  K.  Lewis;  D.  R.  Shanahan;  J.  H.  T. 
Bailey;  J.  Ryan;  H.  Priest;  E.  Pilkington,  M.  P. 
Foley. 

Admitted  Friday,  July  5.—H.  T.  MHdletou;  J.  H. 
Llewelyn;  G.  C.  H.  Hitching* ;  J.  Mitchell;  D.J. 
Allen;  J.  Ozanne;  R.  J.  Loch;  N.  S.  Glazebrobk^ 
J.  E.  Hibblethwaite ;  C.  W.  Hope  ;  J.  H.  Smith  ;  T. 
Blatherwick. 


OBITUARY. 


We  regret  also  to  announce  the  death  of  M. 
Geoffrey  Saint  Hilaire,  at  the  age  of  72.  M.  Saint 
Hilaire  was  a  member  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences, 
and  Professor  at  the  Museum  of  Natural  History, 
Paris,  And  one  of  she  most  eminent  naturalists  of  the 
age. 


BOOKS  RECEIVED. 

A  Practical  Treatise  on  Diseases  of  the  Eye.  By 
William  Jeafferson,  late  Surgeon  of  the  Bombay  Eye 
Infirmary,  in  the  Hon.  East  India  Company's  Service, 
&c,  &c.    London :  Renshaw,  1844, 8vo.,  pp.  307. 

The  Retrospect  of  Practical  Medicine  and  Surgery. 
By  W.  Braithwaite,  Surgeon  to  the  Leeds  General' 
Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary ;  and  Lecturer  on  Midwifery 
in  the  Leeds  School  of  Medicine.  Vol.  IX.,  January. — 
June.  1844.  London :  Simpkin,  Marshall,  and  Co., 
12mo.,  pp.339. 

On  the  use  of  the  Sympathetic  Nerve  and  its 
Ganglions,  with  their  Influence  on  various  Diseases 
of  the  Abdominal  and  Pelvic  Viscera.  By  T.  B» 
Procter,  M.D.,  Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Sur- 
geons, &c.  &c.  London  :  Highley,  1844,  4to.  pp.  48, 
plates. 

The  Plagiarisms  of  Julius  Jeffreys,  F.R.S.,  in  bis 
Treatise  on  the  Statics  of  tbe  Human  Chest.  By  G. 
Calvert  Holland,  M  D.,  Physician  Extraordinary  to 
the  Sheffield  General  Infirmary,  &c.  &c.  London  -. 
Churchill,  1844,  8vo.  pp.  36. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Communications  have  been  received  from  Mr.  B. 
Daniel,  Dr.  Branson,  Dr.  Morgan,  Mr.  King,  Mr. 
Square,  Mr.  Watkins,  and  Mr.  Addison. 

Mr.  Mather's  request  has  been  attended  to. 

We  fear  that  the  proposition  of  Medicu*,  could  it  be 
carried  out,  would  only  add  still  more  to  the  diffi- 
culties with  which  the  general  practitioner  has  to 
contend. 

The  Acconnt  of  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Bath  and 
Bristol  Branch  of  the  Association  will  appear  in  the 
next  number,  together  with  some  other  communica* 
lions,  which  we  have  been  unable  to  find  room  for 
this  week. 

It  is  requested  that  all  letters  and  communications  be 
sent  to  Dr.  Streeten,  Foregate  Street,  Worcester. 
Parcels,  and  books  for  review,  may  be  addressed  to 
the  Editor  of  tbe  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  care  of  Mr.  Churchill,  Princes  Street,  Sobo. 
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TWO  CASES  OP  PERICARDITIS. 

By  Ferguson  Branson,  M.D.,  Physician    to   the 
Sheffield  General  Infirmary. 

Joseph  Morland,  aged  14,  a  table-knife  cutter,  was 
adsattted  an  in-patient  of  the  Sheffield  Infirmary, 
December  15,  1848.  He  had  been  ill  six  weeks,  and 
daring  that  tine  had  complained  ofpain  in  the  left  side 
of  the  cheat,  shooting  to  the  left  shoulder,  with  palpi. 
tatkm ;  he  had  also  pain  in  the  limbs,  but  no  swelling 
wound  the  joints.  The  only  treatment  was  a  blister 
applied  fo  the  chest,  by  his  mother.  A  week  before 
Ma  admission  into  the  Infirmary  his  legs  began  to 
swell,  and  he  became  generally  anasarcous.  The  day 
before  his  admission  he  was  seen  by  a  medical  prac- 
titioner, who  applied  leeches  to  the  heart,  and  recom- 
mended his  friends  to  take  him  at  once  to  the  Infirmary. 
On  his  admission  he  was  generally  anasarcous,  the  face 
pale,  mild  very  much  puffed,  and  the  eyes  almost  hidden 
by  the  tumid  integuments ;  he  was  restless,  and  com- 
plained  of  oppressive  dyspnoea?  the  impulse  of  the 
heart  was  bounding,  quick,  and  slightly  irregular;  the 
pulse  at  the  wrist  was  full  and  jerking ;  over  the  whole 
of  the  heart,  but  especially  over  the  base  and  middle 
portion,  a  friction  sound,  the  "  to  and  fro"  sound  of 
Dr.  Watson,  was  distinctly  heard  ;  in  character  softer 
than  usual,  so  much  so  as  to  lead  to  a  doubt  whether 
the  sound  might  not  to  some  extent  depend  on  valvnlar 
disease ;  this  supposition,  however,  was  refuted  by  the. 
superficiality  of  the  sound,  and  the  full  and  bounding 
character  of  the  pulse.  Without  tediously  detailing  the 
daily  history  of  the  case,  my  object  being  rather  to  connect 
the  prominent  physical  signs  with  the  after-death  appear* 
ances,  it  is  enough  to  state  that  by  the  repeated  appli- 
cation of  leeches  and  blisters,  and  the  continued  use  of 
moroury,  he  was  so  much  relieved  as  to  be  made  an 
out-patient  on  the  33d  of  February.  •  The  anasarca  had 
entirely  disappeared,  the  friction  sound  over  the  base 
and  middle  of  the  heart  had  ceased,  and  there  remained 
only  a  very  slight  double  murmur,  heard  most  clearlr 
a  little  higher  than  the  apex  of  the  heart.  The  impulse 
of  the  heart,  though  considerably  reduced  in  force,) 
remained  stronger  than  natural;  the  apex  might  be 
felt  beating  two  inches  below,  and  a  little  to  the  outside 
of  the  left  nipple,  and  thedulnese  on  percussion  exceeded 
the  normal  limits.    There  was  evident  hypertrophy. 

Oo  March  the  12th,  he  was  readmitted;  there  was  a 
return  of  the  anasarca,  though  to  a  less  extent  than 
before,  and  the  friction  sound  was  now  very  distinct 
over  the  apex,  and  not  heard  at  all  over  the  base  and 
middle  of  the  heart.  After  somewhat  similar  treatment 
he  was  again  relieved,  and  made  an  outpatient  on 
No.  16,  Joly  17,  ISM, 


&fril  30tb.  The  friction  sound  over  the  apex  had  not 
entirely  ceased,  though  It  was  much'  softened  in 
character. 

On  June  the  4th,  he  came  to  the  Infirmary  to  be 
prescribed  for  as  an  out-patient;  his  countenance  was 
anxious,  there  was  again  considerable  anasarca,  and  a 
very  distinct,  though  soft,  friction  sound  over  the  apex. 
A  bellows  murmur  with  the  second  sound  was  now 
beard  on  the  right  side  of  the  heart,  over  the  lower 
third  of  the  sternum, and  supposed  to  depend  upbn  soma 
obstruction  to  the  passage  of  the  blood  through  toe 
tricuspid  valve.  As  he  could  not  at  that  time  be 
admitted  into  the  Infirmary,  he  was  seen  several  times 
as  his  own  house,  a  wretched  and  comfortless  abode. 
No  relief  was  this  time  obtained  from  medicine;  he 
complained  much  of  pain  shooting  from  the  heart  to 
the  left  shoulder.  On  the  11th  of  June  the  friction 
sound  could  scarcely  be  dittingubhed,  though  the 
tricuspid  murmur  was  distinct,  and  he  died  rather  and- 
oonly  on  tho  afternoon  of  the  13th.  ' 

At  the  post-mortem  examination  on  the  following 
morning,  the  pericardium  waa  found  to  be  .uaftvoiaatty 
adherent,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  patch  on  the 
posterior  surface  of  the  heart; .  the  adhesions,  however, 
differed  in  character?  they  were  much  loss  nrm,  and 
apparently  niore  recent  over  the  apex  than  over  the 
middle  and  base  of  the  heart  The  heart  Itself  was 
nearly  double  its  natural  siae,  and  the  walla  of  the  left 
ventricle  much  thickened.  There  was  slight  thickening 
of  the  aortic  valves ;  no  diseaaa  whatever  of  the  mitral 
ralve;  very  slight  thickening  and  opaeity  of  tho 
tricuspid  valve,  and  behind. the  tricuspid  valve,  and  in- 
terlaced with  the  colnmnra  came©  was  a  semi-organized 
polypous  concretion,  of  a  u  pale  flesh  tiat"  (Hope)  and 
adhering  to  the  lining  membrane  of  the  heart  by  deli- 
cate filamentous  bands  of  lymph,  and  clearly  farmed 
before  death.  The  valves  of  the  pulmonary  artery  were 
healthy ;  there  was  no  diseaaeof  the  lungs ;  the  liver  waa 
large,with  some  hypertrophy  of  the  white  substance;  the 
kidneys  were  much  enlarged  and  presented  a  beautiful 
specimen  of  granular  degeneration.  .  Unfortunately 
the  attention  had  been  directed  too  exclusively  to 
the  heart,  and  no  search  for  albuminous  urine  had 
been  instituted  during  life.  The  postmortem  axami. 
nation  of  the  heart  bore  out  exactly  the  symptoms 
observed  during  life.  The  firm  adhesions  over  the 
base  and  middle  of  the  heart  corresponded  with  tho 
first  attack  of  pericarditis,  the  leas  firm  adhesions 
over  the  apex  corresponded  with  the  last  attack  of 
pericarditis,  and  the  semi  •organised  polypous  con- 
cretion presented  an  obstruction  to  the  passage  of  the 
blood  from  the  right  auricle  to  the  right  ventricle,  suffi- 
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ctentiy  great  to  cause  the  murmur  with  the  second 
sound  over  the  tricuspid  valve. 

WUlf  am  Eiddle,  aged  4a,  a  comb-maker,  and  as 
inveterate  spirit  drinker,called  on  me  February  98,  1  *4ft. 
Hft  complexion  was  tallow  and  anamiic,  and  he  com- 
plained much  of  palpitation ,  dyspnoea,  and  cough.  He 
said  his  health  had  been  tolerable  till  five  years  ago, 
when  he  first  remarked  the  palpitation,  and  observed 
that  it  was  easily  exoited  by  ascending  a  hill  or  going 
upstairs.  Twenty  years  before  this  he  suffered  from 
an  attack  of  acute  rheumatism.  On  listening  to  the 
heart,  a  remarkably  loud  musical  murmur  was  found 
to  accompany  the  first  sound  and  was  heard  very 
extensively  over  the  chest  He  could  only  lie  on 
Us  back,  and  his  pulse  had  a  peculiar  thrilling 
character.  I  saw  the  man  only  once  at  this  time,  and 
made  a  very  brief  note  of  his  case. 

On  March  30, 1S44,  he  brought  an  out-patient's  re. 
oonueendation  to  the  infirmary.  His  countenance 
then  was  bloodless  and  anxious ;  there  was  the  same 
remarkably  loud  deep.toned  and  extensively  heard 
musical  murmur,  loud  enough  to  be  distinguished  by 
ur  at  a  distance  of  several  inches  from 
superadded  to  this  older  symptom  was 
a  Motion  sound,  heard  only  over  the  apex  of  the 
hearty  and  at  this  point  only  was  there  tenderness  on 
pressure  between  the  ribs.  He  was  with  some  diffi- 
culty persuaded  so  become  an  in-patient  Ott 
ermninlng  him  in  bed,  the  intensity  of  the  musical 
sound  was  found  to  be  greatest  over  the  upper  third  of 
the  sternum,  and  over  the  cartilages  of  the  adjacent 
ribs  on  the  right  side.  The  musical  sound  could  not 
be  heard  in  the  femoral  arteries,  nor  in  the  abdominal 
aorta,  but  it  was  easily  detected  in  the  lower  part  ot 
the  carotids.  Hiere  was  no  Jugular  pulsation.  The 
domes*  on  percussion  over  the  heart  extended  beyond 
the  normal  limits,  and  the  apex  of  the  heart  was  felt 
beating  an  inch  below,  and  to  the  outside  of  the  left 
nipple. 

There  was  general  throbbing  of  the  arteries.  The 
recent  attack  of  partial  pericarditis,  indicated  by  the 
limited  extent  of  the  friction  sound,  was  combatted* 
with  leeches,  blisters,  and  calomel;  he  soon,  however, 
tired  of  medicine,  and  was  made  an  out- 
at  his  own  request  on  the  Uth  of  April. 
The  Motion  sound  had  nearly  disappeared  when  he 
left  the  infirmary,  and  ten  days  afterwards  it  had 
ceased  entirely. 

I  lost  sight  of  him  till  the  4th  of  June,  when  his 
wife  called  at  the  infirmary  to  tell  me  he  was  much 
worse.  I  found  him  altered  in  appearance,  and  much 
thinner;  hewss  greatly  harassed  by  the  cough,  and 
expectorated  with  difficulty  a  quantity  of  frothy 
mucus.  He  was  unable  to  lie  down,  and  passed  the 
night  in  a  chair;  mucous  rales  were  heard  extensively 
over  both  lungs,  and  the  musical  sound  was  as  loud  as 
ever. 

On  the  13th  he  was  gradually  becoming  more 
exhausted,  passed  restless  and  sleepless  nights,  and  his 
legs  were  edematous.  There  was  no  trace  whatever  ot 
the  Motion  sound. 

On  the  15th  a  loud  and  remarkably  rough  friction 
sound  was  heard  over  the  whole  of  the  precordial 
region,  very  superficial,  and  tnrough  which  the  musical 
murmur  *ould  be  heard  distinctly.    The  pulse  100  and 


jerking;  tenderness  on  pressure  in  the  intercostal 
spaces  over  the  heart;  cough  very  distressing  and 
followed  by  urgent  paroxysms  of  dyspntsa,  which  was 
much  Increased  by  the  supine  position.  The  urine 
was  scanty  and  high-coloured,  and  did  not  coagulate 
on  the  application  of  heat;  there  was  dulness  on 
percussion  over  the  lower  part  of  the  right  lung,  the 
respiration  being  indistinctly  heard  in  that  situation  and 
over  the  whole  of  the  left  lung,  snd  over  the  remain- 
ing portions  of  the  right  lung  there  was  large  mucous 
crepitation.  Leeches  were  applied  and  three  grains  of 
calomel  were  given  every  two  hours. 

On  the  17th,  the  friction  sound  was  rather  less 
distinct,  and  the  heart's  action  irregular  and  fluttering. 

On  the  18th,the  friction  sound  was  less  loud  and  distinct 
than  on  the  17th ;  the  breathing,  however,  had  become 
even  more  hurried  and  laboured ;  he  was  no  longer 
able  to  expectorate,  the  pulse  was  rapid,  the  counte- 
nance expressed  extreme  suffering,  and  he  died  in  the 
afternoon  after  a  prolonged  paroxysm  of  dyspnesa.  On 
opening  the  chest  on  the  following  day  a  considerable 
quantity  of  serum  was  found  in  the  right  pleura,  and 
the  surface  of  the  pleura  pulmonalis  on  the  right  side 
was  to  some  extent  coated  with  recently  effused  lymph* 
The  pericardium  contained  at  least  a  pint  of  serum. 
The  surfaces  of  the  pericardium  were  throughout  non- 
adherent, aod  on  both  surfaces  were  found  extensive 
patches  of  firm,  rough,  granulated  lymph  ;  and  which, 
when  rubbed  with  the  finger,  gave  out  a  friction  sound 
precisely  similar  to  that  heard  during  life.  The  heart 
itself  was  double  the  natural  size,  from  dilatation  with 
hypertrophy.  The  endocardium  wss  throughout  con- 
siderably Injected.  The  tricuspid  valve  was  perfect, 
as  were  also  the  semilunar  valves  of  the  pulmonary 
artery ;  and  the  only  lesion,  if  lesion  it  could  be  called, 
met  with  on  the  right  side  of  the  heart,  was  a  somewhat 
friable  state  of  the  chorda  tendinem.  The  pulmonary 
.artery  was  also  softer  than  natural,  and  easily  broken . 
through  by  the  finger.  The  mitral  valve  was  healthy — 
perhaps  a  little  thickened.  In  the  aorta  immediately 
above  the  valves  was  a  considerable  atheromatous  and 
bony  deposit,  the  probable  cause  of  the  musical  mur- 
mur; and  a  similar  deposit  was  fouod  on  the  aortic  valves, 
but  to  a  much  less  extent.  The  bony  deposit  was 
confined  to  an  inch  and  a  half  of  the  aorta  immediately 
above  the  valves,  whilst  the  atheromatous  deposit 
extended  along  the  aorta  as  far  as  the  finger  could  be 
passed  into  the  vessel,  but  it  was  felt  to  diminish  iu 
quantity  as  the  distance  from  the  heart  increased. 

The  liver  had  the  nutmeg  character,  and  the  kidneys 
were  healthy. 

Sheffield,  July  3, 1844. 
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CASE  OF  IMPERFORATE  VAGINA. 
.     ByW.  J.  SftUARi,  Esq., 
Surgeon  to  the  Hospital,  Plymouth. 

Irregular  forms  of  disease  occasionally  present 
themselves  to  the  surgeon  requiring  operation,  for  the 
performance  of  which  no  exact  roles  are  laid  down  in 
the  systems  of  operative  surgery. 

In  these  instances  the  surgeon  is  obliged  to  shape 
out  for  himself  that  course  of  operative  proceeding 
which  appears  best  calculated  to  fulfil  the  end  required.' 

The  case  which  I  am  about  to  relate  is  of  this  nature, 
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and  is  so  uncommon  as  to  render  it  improbable  that 
many  instances  of  like  (Unease  can  ever  fell  under  the 
care  of  one  individual.  Hence,  I  conclude  that  a 
record  of  the  case  is  important,  as  it  may  form  one  of 
a  series  of  similar  cases  scattered  over  the  pages  of 
medical  literature,  from  the  investigation  of  which  the 
surgeon  may  deduce  useful  hints  for  his  guidance. 

Mrs.  Tremeer,  aged  34  years,  admitted  into  the 
South  Devon  and  East  Cornwall  Hospital,  on  the  let 
of  March,  1843.  She  is  well-formed  and  of  healthy 
aspect.  Three  months  since  she  was  delivered  by  the 
forceps  of  her  first  child,  after  a  very  protracted  and 
painful  labour.  Although  she  suffered  from  a  con- 
siderable purulent  discharge  from  the  vagina,  no  sus- 
picion of  injury  to  that  canal  was  entertained  until 
she  slept  with  her  husband  about  six  weeks  after  her 
accouchement.  On  examination  of  the  vagina  it  is 
found  to  be  quite  closed  by  firm  cicatrization,  at  about 
an  inch  from  its  orifice.  The  surface  of  the  cicatri- 
zation is  puckered  up  like  the  end  of  a  purse,  and 
about  the  centre  of  it  is  a  dimple  or  depression. 
Hie  finger  in  the  rectum  does  not  recognize  any 
extensive  tract  of  induration  in  the  vagina. 

Prom  this  examination,  in  which  I  was  assisted  by 
my  colleagues,  Messrs.  Dewy  and  Whipple,  I  con- 
cluded that  the  vagina  was  not  cicatrized  from"  the 
orifice  to  the  os  uteri,  but  that  there  must  be  a  cavity, 
consisting  of  the  upper  portion  of  the  vagina  beyond 
the  cicatrix.  Strongly  impresssed  with  this  idea,  I 
pushed  a  blunt  probe  against  the  dimpled  part  of  the 
cicatrix,  and  penetrated  it,  the  septum  appearing  to  be 
about  half  or  three  quarters  of  an  inch  in  *h"»frn*ftg 

March  3rd.  A  wax  bougie  (urethral)  No.  6,  passed 
through  the  opening  made  by  the  probe.  No  men- 
strual fluid  above  the  obstruction. 

5th.  No.  8  urethral  bougie  passed. 

7tb.  No.  10  ditto  passed. 

8th.  Menstruation  established. 

10th  to  30th.  For  the  last  three  weeks  I  have 
endeavoured  to  dilate  the  cicatrix  by  bougies  and 
sponge  tents ;  but  the  attempt  has  been  so  painful  and 
ineftcackras,  that  I  have  given  up  further  attempts  at 
dilatation,  and  determined  to  wait  for  the  departure  of 
the  next  catamenial  discharge,  and  then  perform  an 
operation  for  her  relief. 

April  20th.  A  few  days  since  she  had  pain  in  her  back 
far  some  hours,  but  menstruation  has  not  taken  place. 
Having  introduced  a  female  catheter  through  the 
opening  previously  made,  no  discharge  either  followed 
its  removal,  or  was  entangled  in  the  eyes  of  the 
instrument. 

April  22nd.  With  the  advice  and  concurrence  of 
my  colleagues  I  performed  the  following  operation  :— 

The  patient  tied  as  for  lithotomy. 

Tl«  fore  finger  of  the  left  hand  was  introduced 
within  the  rectum  so  as  to  depress  it  towards  the 
sacrum.  A  straight  bistoire  cachee,  set  at  an  inch,  was 
passed  through  the  opening  in  the  cicatrized  vagina, 
and  the  blade  being  directed  as  in  the  lateral  opera- 
tion of  lithotomy,  sprung  and  withdrawn.  An  immense 
gush  of  dark  grumous  liquid  followed  this  proceeding. 
The  finger  now  discovered  the  upper  part  of  the  vagina 
to  be  dilated  into  a  large  oval  sac,  with  a  healthy  os 
uteri  at  its  upper  part.  The  cicatrix  was  now  divided 
on  the  right  side  in  the  same  direction,  by  a  probe- 
1  knife.    A  large  cylinder  of  oiled  Hot  was 
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introduced  within  the  vagina,  and  the  patient  removed 
to  her  bed. 

Vespere.  The  plug  forced  out  by  ineffectual  efforts 
avmicturition.  Bladder  distended;  considerable  fever; 
urine  drawn  off.    Ordered :—  s" 

Calomel,  four  grains;  opium,  one  grain  and  a  half ; 
an  bed-time.  Poultice  to  the  belly.  Saline  mixture, 
wfoh  tincture  of  henbane. 

Plug  of  lint  not  re-introduced. 

23rd.  More  comfortable— urine  again  drawn  off- 
plug  re-introduced. 

24th.  A  wooden  plug  introduced  within  the  vagina* 
and  retained  by  a  bandage. 

May  20th.  From  time  to  time  there  has  been  some 
febrile  excitement,  with  hysteric  combination.  '"The 
wooden  plug  excites  a  good  deal  of  purulent  discharge. 
Ordered : — 

Compound-alum  enema  three  times  daily. 
Di-sulphate  of  quinine       ...    1  scruple. 
Diluted  sulphuric  acid       ...    2  drachma. 
Water         12  ounces. 

Two  table  spoonfuls  to  be  taken  three  times  a  day. 

Afeat  diet,  with  beer. 

June  4th.  Discharge  much  less.  Wound  red  and 
vascular,  not  granulated.  A  gum  elastic  rectum 
bougie  substituted  for  the  wooden  plug,  and  retained 
four  hours  every  morning.    Walks  out  of  doors. 

July  20th.  The  same  treatment  has  been  steadily 
pursued.  The  vagina  does  not  contract.  There  is 
scarcely  any  discharge.  Health  and  spirits  good.  No 
catamenial  discharge  appeared. 

August  20 tb.  Treatment  continued  to  this  date. 
Ijfas  bad  sexual  intercourse  without  much  pain ;  cata- 
menja  absent.  Discontinue  the  injection  and  quinine  ; 
continue  the  use  of  the  bougie. 

September  21st.  Has  bad  frequent  sexual  inter* 
course,  and  there  is  now  little  or  no  pain.  No 
discharge ;  no  menstruation. 

November  1st.  The  vagina  has  no  tendency  to  con* 
tract.    Catamenia  absent    Continue  the  bougie. 

Feb.  10, 1844.  I  heard  from  a  friend  of  hers  that 
she  is  quite  well,  but  could  obtain  no  particulars  as  to 
menstruation,  dec. 


ON  PUS-GLOBULES;  IN  REPLY  TO  AN  AR- 
TICLE IN  THE  BRITI8H  AND  FOREIGN 
MEDICAL  REVIEW. 

By  W.  Addison,  Esq.,  Malvern. 
to  tbs  editor  of  the  provincial  medical  and 
surgical  journal. 
Sir, 
The  author  of  the  articles  in  the  British  and  Foreign 
Medical  Review,  (April  and  July,)  referring  to  say 
Experimental  Researches,  is,  I  am  aware*  considered* 
and  very  justly  so,  as  an  authority  upon  matters  relating 
to  microscopical  investigation,  and,  therefore,  while  the 
subject  of  nutrition  may  be  still  fresh  in  the  recol- 
lection of  your  readers,  I  am  anxious  to  notice  a  very 
important  point  upon  which  we  are  at  issue,  leaving 
your  readers  and  the  members  of  our  Association  to 
judge  between  us,  after  having  heard  my  statement  in 
reply. 

I  am  the  more  anxious  to  do  this  now,  because  the 
fevjewer  says  that "  my  mode  of  reasoning,  if  followed; 


234 


Phthisis 


out  in  other  directions,  would  lead  to  tbe  utter  sub- 
version of  all  philosophy.'*  A  very  sweeping  assertion, 
entirely  unsupported  by  any  example  adduced,  and  I 
am  left  to  conjecture  whether  or  not  it  refers  to  the 
point  I  am  now  going  to  notice. 

The  reviewer  says  "that  there  is  something  too  spe- 
cific in  the  character,  if  not  in  the  appearance  of  pus- 
globules,  for  him  to  adopt  the  conclusion  that  they 
are  altered  colourless  blood  corpuscles."  I  ask  what 
this  specific  character  is,  and  the  reviewer  refers 
me  to  a  series  of  objects  which  have  specific  vital  pro- 
perties, and  experience  specific  vital  transformations, 
leaving  his  readers  to  infer  that  the  specific  character 
which  he  means  as  distinctive  between  pus-globules 
and  the  colourless  blood-cells  is  a  specific  vital 
character. 

Now  this  is  exceedingly  improper  and  very  unfair, 
because  any  one  reading  my  researches  must  have 
known  that  tbe  whole  of  my  reasoning  is  based  upon 
the  fact  that  the  colourless  blood-corpuscles  are  aBve, 
and  in  the  page  but  one '  preceding  that  from  which 
the  reviewer  has  taken  his  extract,  (p.  xvii),  I  very 
clearly  state  my  belief  that  pus-globules  are  deed? 
that  is,  the  former  have  specific  vital  properties,  and 
undergo  specific  vital  changes,  while  the  latter  (from 
having  lost  these  properties)  do  uot  experience  these 
changes.  But  I  also  believe,  (and  have  so  stated,*) 
that  these  dead  cells  are  mingled  with  a  great  many 
others,  which  have  been  hurried  through  the  stages  of 
nutrition,  and  thrown  out  ©f  the  sphere  of  their  spe- 
cific transformations,  and  therefore  that  the  fluid 
called  pus  contains  a  mingled  variety  of  dead  and 
dying  cells. 

Again,  the  reviewer  says  that  pus-globules  have 
a  specific  character.  I  ask  what  it  is;  and  am 
referra)  to  the  living  cells  of  a  zoophyte,  an  oyster  and 
an  Insect ;  to  epithelium  and  cancer  cells.  Now  all 
these  microscopic  cells  have  Without  doubt  a  specific 
character  (a  principle  of  Hfe)  Which  cannot  be  seen 
by  the  microscope,  and  therefore  perfectly  distinct 
from  an  appearance.  But,  (and  this  is  tbe  point  to 
which  I  ask  the  reader's  attention,)  pus-globules  are 
usually  allowed  to  have  degenerated  from  this  cha- 
racter. (So  stated  indeed  by  the  reviewer  himself, 
p.  105,  of  the  article.    July.) 

'  I  will  now  put  the  argument  In  a  form  more  In 
accordance  perhupa  wtfch  the  philosophical  taste  of  the 
reviewer,— syllogisticaUy,— and  IsbaH  aVame.it  so  as  to 
embrace  those  extraneous  matter*  concerning  living 
cells  which  have  really  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
the  original  question,  but  which  be  has  chosen  to 
complicate  it  with. 

Major  Proposition: — All  bodies  that  are  invisible, 
to  the  unassisted  eye,  and  which  never  do  become 
visible  by  growth  or  vfial  trtimtformation,  carftibt 
present  a  sensible  character  except  through  (he  me- 
dium of  the  microscope. 

Minor  Proposition :— A  pus-globule  is  a  body  .in- 
visible to  the  unassisted  eye ;  it  never  does  become 
visible  by  growth  or  vital  transformation. 

Conclusion  : — Therefore  "it  is  impossible  to  separate 
as  regards  these  minute  objects  a  character  from  an' 
appearance.** 

If  the  reviewer  still  contends  that  a  pus-globule  has 
a  sensible  character  distinguishing  it  from  all  the 

•  Vide  Pro? incial  Medical  Journal,  of  March  9, 1844. 


forms,  (and  they  are  various,)  assumed  by  living 
colourless  blood-cells,  (that  is  the  point  at  issue,)  then 
why  not  tell  us  what  it  is,  shortly  and  succinctly, 
rather  than  enter  into  an  argument  upon  other  thing* 
which  have  no  relation  to  the  question ;  an  argument 
on  points  I  never  for  a  moment  doubted* 

Future  investigation  and  experiment,  and  a  careful 
observance  of  the  phenomena  of  vicarious  secretions 
and  metastasis,  (important  subjects  having  an  intimate 
relation  to  my  theory  of  nutrition,  but  entirely  ex- 
cluded from  the  review  of  my  researches,)  will  ere 
long  determine  the,  remaining  points  of  difference 
between  me  and  those  who  differ  from  me. 

Whether  the  colourless  blood-cells  are  or  are  not 
individually  and  bodily  incorporated  with  tbe  tissues : 
whether  the  secreting  cells  are  or  are  not  ulterior 
transformations  of  the  colourless  blood-ce)li;  and 
whether  pus-cells  or  pus-globules  are  or  are  not  dead 
and  dying  colourless  blood-cells,  arrestee}  in  the  pro* 
cess  of  transformation,  are  all  questions,  of  fact,  and 
the  web  of  the  living  frog,  and  the  tongue  qf  the  same 
i  useful  creature  are  the  parts  in  which  these  questions 
may  in  some  degree  be  determined. 
I  remain,  Sir, 

Yours  very  obediently, 

W.  ADDISON. 

Great  Malvern,  July  9, 1844. 


CASE  OP  PHTHISIS. 
By  B.  Daniel,  Esq.,  Kirby  Moorside. 

Hannah  Collier,  aged  26,  a  maid  servant,  residing  in 
Farndale,  a  perfectly  healthy  agricultural  district,  vrn 
evinced  by  the  general  robust  appearance  of  its  .inha- 
bitants, came  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Richard  Chapman, 
on  the  30th  of  November,  1843. 

She  is  of  small  stature,  spare  form,  and  of  aniemjac 
appearance,  rjer  father,  who  had  •  been  a  soldier*  and 
was  of  intemperate  habits,  died  of  phthisis  at  the  age 
of  fifty.  At  the  present  time,  the  patient  complaint  of 
a  slight  cough,  which  she  has  had  for  some  months, 
accompanied  latterly  with  the  expectoration  of  a  rather 
tenacious  mucus.  For  the  last  two  years  she  has  occa- 
sionally hawked  up  mucus  streaked  with  blood.  There 
is  frequent  pain  just  above  the  spine  of  the  fight 
scapula,  and  a  little  dyspnoea.  Her  menstruation  k 
scanty,'  and  at  long  intervals.  Her  appetite  is,  on  the 
whole,  good.  There  is  a  very  mild  form  of  hectic,  and 
the  pulse  is  small  and  stands  at  120. 

The  physical  signs  are  very  apparent.  On  inspecting 
the  comparative  mobility  of  both  sides  o£  the  thorax,, 
that  of  the  right  is  observed  1*  be  materially  impeded  ? 
there  is  a  very  evident  XaHipg-in  of  the  tig)*  infra- 
clavicular region,  and  throughout  the.  whole , of -thia 
space,  and  along  the  clavicle,  percussion  gives  an 
exceedingly  dull  sound ;  on  the  contrary,  on  the  left 
side,  the  corresponding  part  appears  abnormally  promi- 
nent, tbe  sound  on  percussion  is  unusually  clear,  and 
the  respiration  puerile.  On  applying  the  stethoscope 
to  the  right  supra-scapular,  supra-clavicular,  and  infra- 
clavicular regions,  the  respiratory  murmur  cannot  be 
distinguished.  There  is  a  loud  bellow*  wwuit  tuyl  a 
strong  pulsation  synchronous  w.ith  tbe  heart's  action  \n, 
the  right  infra-clavicular  region,  which  is  not  srnsjsjf 
in  the  left;  and  we  cannot  positively  say  whether  the 
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it  really  absent,  or  whether  it  is 
I  by  the  loudness  of  the  bellow*  sound.  The 
voice  is  ewusuaUy  resonant  over  the  affected  side.  Over 
the  right  inter-scapular  space,  the  sound  of  both  inspi- 
ration and  expiration  may  be  distinctly  heard ;  the 
latter  being  as  clear  and  as  continuous  as  the  former, 
in  this  respect  differing  from  the  opposite  corresponding 
space  where  it  is  hardly  distinguishable. 

April  30, 1844.  Five  months  have  elapsed  since  the 
last  report,  and  the  patient  has  been  gradually  merging 
into  the  second  and  third  stages.  She  is  not  so  weak 
as  the  progress  of  the  disease  in  the  lung  would  lead 
us  to  expect*  being  yet  able  to  sit  up  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  day.  Neither  the  heat  of  the  skin  nor  the 
night  sweats  are  excessive.  The  pulse  ranges  from 
120  to  130^  Her  tongue  is  redder  than  natural,  there 
is  no  epigastric  tenderness ;  she,  however,  frequently 
▼omits,  which  she  attributes  to  the  violence  of  the 
cough,  and  the  nauseous  character  of  the  expectoration. 
She  is  much  distressed  with  tenesmus  and  haemorrhoids, 
and  has  occasionally  had  a  severe  attack  of  diarrhoea, 
which  so  far  has  always  been  relieved  by  a  dose  of 
chalk  and  morphia.  Her  cough  is  materially  aggra- 
vated, and  attended  with  a  copious  muco-purulent 
expectoration.  An  affection  of  the  larynx  has  just 
supervened,  which  prevents  her  speaking  in  anything 
more  than  a  loud  whisper. 

On  applying  the  stethoscope  to  the  right  infra- 
clavicular region,  we  find  that  t)ie  pulsation  and  bellows 
sound  have  entirety  disappeared,  and  are  replaced  by 
the  humid,  crackling,  or  clicking  sounds.  Broncho- 
phony is  very  loud  over  the  same  space.  The 
respiratory  murmur  is  very  obscure  in  the  right  mam- 
illary region,  and  a  pulsation  is  communicated  to  it 
from  the  heart. 


June  16th.    This  morning,  which  is  now 
ttcpttyuWMBQurapeqda^ 

tjuvpatieot  arose,  as  usual,  about  U  o'clock,  without 
any  alarming  symptom.  She  had  had  a  bad  night, 
her  cough  had  harassed  her  very  much.  Two  or  three 
times  in  the  night  she  had  noticed  small  dark  clots  of 
Mood  in  the  expectoration.  She  ate  her  dinner  as 
Banal,  but  about  4  pjn.,  being  seated  on  a  stool  by 
the  fire,  she  suddenly  sprang  to  her  feet  in  great  alarm, 
and  blood  flowed  from  her  mouth  and  nostrils,  probably 
to  the  extent  of  eight  or  ten  ounces;  she  would  have 
fallen,  but  was  immediately  carried  to  bed,  where  sue 
expired  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour. 

In  the  proceeding  case  there  are  two  points  deserving 
of  notice :— the  first,  the  distinctness  of  the  expiratory 
sound  in  the  inter-scapular  space  %  the  second,  the  sound 
of  ttombokttriau artery  heard  in  the  right  infra-clavi- 
oularregkon  dartfe?  the  period  of  consolidation,  and 
its  dJacjpsarnsu*  in  the  stage  of  softening. 

The  expiratory  murmur  was  noticed  by  Laennec,  but 
its  variation  in  intensity,  duration,  and  special  cha- 
racter, was  more  particularly  investigated  by  Dr. 
Jackson,  of  Boston,  who  states  this  abnormal  alteration 
of  sound  to  be  one  of  the  earliest  symptoms  of  tubercles. 
His  views  are  supported  by  Louis,  Cowan,  Fournet, 
Ac  Professor  Walshe  considers  that  its  utility  as  a 
diagnostic  mark  of  tubercle  has  been  exaggerated,  for 
the  following  reasons :— 1st,  that  in  a  state  of  health, 
it  Is  louder  and  more  prolonged  in  some  individuals 
than  in  others;  2nd,  that  consolidation  or  obstruction 


to  the  egress  of  the  air,  from  any  cause,  will  < 
these  particular  changes  in  its  character. 

The  fact  of  the  existence  of  an  evident  bellows-sound 
and  pulsation  under  the  right  clavicle,  synchronous 
with  the  impulse  of  the  heart,  and  its  non-existence 
on  the  left,  together  with  the  immobility  of  the  affected 
side,  the  depression  under  the  clavicle,  and  the  con- 
comitant dulness,  leave  no  doubt  of  its  being  the  vas- 
cular bruit  of  the  subclavian  artery,  caused  and  trans- 
mitted by  the  apex  of  the  lung  consolidated  by 
tubercle. 

This  symptom  was  first  noticed  and  explained  by 
Dr.  Stokes,  who  also  describes  the  same  local  pulsation 
to, arise  from  sympathetic  irritation,  without  any 
disease  of  the  lung. 

When  this  symptom  is  dependant  upon  a  consolidated 
state  of  the  lung,  it  must  in  all  cases,  as  in  the  present 
instance,  depart,  when  the  density  of  the  lung  is 
diminished  by  the  process  of  softening.  In  this  esse, 
an  exceedingly  fluid  state  of  the  blood  may  have  been 
a  predisposing  cause  of  the  production  of  the  murmur, 
as  the  patient  had  been  long  suffering  from  the  ame- 
norsbcea,  but  the  cause  of  its  presence,  only  under  the 
right  clavicle,  must  have  been  the  local  impediment  to 
tike  circulation. 

JOrfay  Moorside,  July  1, 1844. 
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In  another  column  will  be  found  a  letter  from  a 
Member  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Association  proposing  the  formation  of  a  Branch 
Association,  to  include  Gloucester,  Cheltenham,  and 
Worcester.  The  proposition  is  one  which  well 
deserves  the  consideration  of  the  members  residing 
in  those  towns,  and  the  neighbouring  and  inter- 
vetting  country,  as  well  for  the  sake  of  the 
friendly  intercourse  to  which  the  establishment 
of  such  a  oranch  would  lead,  as  from  the 
mutual  benefit  to  be  derived  from  the  inter- 
change of  communications  and  ideas.  Man  is  a 
gregarious  and  social  animal.  He  is  not  destined 
to  depend  upon  self  alone,  but  thrives  best  both  in 
his  physical  and  intellectual  relations  when  brought 
into  close  contact  with  his  fellows.  We  will  not 
say  that  he  is  essentially  an  imitative  being,  but 
be  needs  the  stimulus  of  example  and  the  assist* 
anoe  of  others,  engaged  in  like  pursuits,  to  induce 
and  enable  bim  to  employ  his  powers  with  steadi- 
ness and  effect 

To  apply  these  remarks  to  our  present  purpose, 
we  may  point  to  the  formation  and  progress  of 
the  Provincial  Association,  and  observe  bow, 
from  a  small  beginning  ten  or  twelve  years 
back,  it  has  grown  to  its  present  prosperous  con- 
dition ;  how  a  small  number  of  individuals  banded 
together  for  the  attainment  of  a  lew  plain,  intelli- 
gible and  useful  objects,  have  not  only  csfected 
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much  towards  the  accomplishment  of  the  pur* 
*peeea  which  they  originally  bad  ia  view,  but 
have  gradually  associated  others  io  the .  same 
pursuit,  until  a  large  portion  of  the  members  of 
the  same  profession,  resident  within  the  sphere 
of  their  operations,  are  united  in  the  endeavour  to 
cultivate  some  of  the  noblest  ends  to  which  the 
•attention  of  man  can  be  directed. 
'  But  if  combination  and  union  are  strength  and 
power,  the  more  close  and  intimate  these  are  the 
greater  will  be  the  effect.  The  Provincial  Associa- 
tion includes  the  whole  country  within  its  sphere 
of  operation.  Its  members  are  widely  scattered. 
Many  of  them  are  almost  isolated  in  their  re- 
spective localities,  and,  it  may  be,  far  removed 
from  that  intercourse  with  their  professional 
brethren  which  is  so  beneficial  and  even  ne- 
cessary to  their  professional  well-being.  It  is 
Out  seldom  that  such  individuals  can  have  the 
opportunity  of  attending  the  general  meetings  of 
the  Association,  and  to  make  them  efficient  mem- 
bers of  the  general  body,  and  partakers  to  the  full 
of  the  advantages  which  it  holds  out,  other  arrange* 
ments  become  necessary.  The  formation  of  Branch 
Associations  is  one  of  the  most  important  of  these 
arrangements,  by  which  the  objects  of  the  Asso- 
ciation may  be  more  effectively  promoted  and 
attained.  By  this  means  the  centres 'of  operation 
are  multiplied,  the  facilities  of  intercourse  materially 
increased,  and,  the  end  being  the  same,  the  efforts 
of  the  whole  body  brought  more  readily  to  bear  in 
unison  than  could  otherwise  be  done. 

Several  of  these  Branch  Associations  have  already 
been  established,  others  might  with  advantage  be 
added,  and  whether  they  embrace  within  their  limits 
one  or  two  large  towns,  and  their  immediate  neigh- 
bourbood  only,  or  include  several  counties,  wbicb  in 
consequence  of  the  modern  facilities  of  travelling, 
will  admit  of  being  united  together  for  the  purposes 
of  ready  intercourse,  the  end  is  equally  attained. 
Cheltenham,  Gloucester,  and  Worcester,  are  so 
situated,  and  the  three  towns  might  in  turn  become 
the  places  of  meeting  for  the  Branch.  Other  similar 
districts  might  be  formed  in  addition  to  those  now  in 
existence,  and  it  may  be  observed,  as  an  inducement 
to  enter  into  arrangements  of  this  description, 
that  while  the  time  of  the  general  meetings  is  neces- 
sarily much  occupied  with  those  objects  of  the  Asso- 
ciation in  which  the  whole  body  is  concerned,  that  of 
the  Branch  meetings  has  hitherto  been  most  profitably 
employed  in  tho  reading  of  interesting  communi- 
cations and  papers,  from  which  the  members  have 
derived  much  gratification  and  instruction. 

It  would  afford  us  sincere  satisfcation  to  see  this 
object  of  the  Association — the  communication  of 
knowledge  in  various  branches  of  medical  science- 
more  attended  to  than  it  has  hitherto  been ;  for, 
notwithstanding  the  contribution  of  several  most 


I  valuable  papers,  cases,  and  other  < 
I  both  to  toe  Transactions  of  the  Association,! 
to  the  pages  of  this  Journal,  the  provincial  I 
,  infirmaries,  and  other  similar  institutions,  afford 
a  rich  mine  of  instruction,  hitherto,  as  regards 
the  benefit  of  the  medical  comumnity,  almost  un- 
touched, and  the  working  of  which  would  be  attended 
with  advantages  which,  were  it  carried  out  on  any- 
thing like  a  general  and  well-devised  plan,  would  be 
incalculable. 

A  method  of  registering  the  cases  occurring  in 
hoKpital  practice,  with  a  view  especially  to  the 
collection  of  statistical  information,  was  proposed 
some  years  ago  by  Dr.  Cowan,  and  a  sketch  of  it 
published  in  the  Provincial  Transactions.  We  are 
not  aware  that  the  proposition  has  been  followed 
out  but  we  feel  convinced  that  the  interest  excited 
by  occasional  meetings  similar  to  those  of  the  Branch 
Associations,  would  be  a  powerful  means  of  leading  to 
the  general  adoption,  and  of  assisting  in  die  carrying 
out,  of  this  and  other  useful  objects  which  are  from 
time  to  time  brought  forward,  and  subsequently  lost 
sight  of,  mainly  from  the  attention  not  being  kept 
alive  to  the  benefits  likely  to  result  from  them. 


Practical  Qbeervatwn*  m  the  Prevention  Caster,  and 

Treatment  of  Curvature*  of  the  Spite,  4fc.    By 

Samukl  Hare,  Esq.,  Surgeon.    Second  Edition. 

London.    1844.   8vo.,  pp.  177.    Plates. 

The  main  features  of  the  treatment  receeraendod 

in  this  work  of  Mr.  Hare  consist  in  the  application  of 

steady,  moderate,  and  graduated  extension,  in  the 

recumbent  position,  carefaUy  regulated   nnder  the 

constant  superintendence  of  the  medical  adviser,  and 

the  adoption  of  such  measures  for  the  improvement 

of  the  general  health  of  the  patient  as  the  peculiar 

circumstances  of  the  case  call  for.    For  the  purpose 

of  applying  and  keeping  up  this  extension,  iff.  Hare 

employs  an  ingenious  apparatus,  a  drawing  of  which  is 

prefixed  to  the  work. 

The  apparatus  u  consists  of  an  inclined  plane  two  feet 
in  breadth,  and  six  and  a  half  in  length,  furnished  with 
feet,  or  made  to  rest  securely  on  a  proper  frame-work* 
At  the  upper  end  are  three  pulleys,  of  which  the  two 
outer  are  about  four  inches,  and  the  middle  one  six 
inches  m  height  above  the  plane,  the  rorsnu  oaes 
being  about  eight  inches  asunder.  IVe  pulleys  are 
also  attached  to  the  lower  end  of  the  plane,  and  aboot 
one  third  from  its  upper  end,  and  six  or  eight  inches 
from  the  sides,  two  openings  are  made,  into  which  also 
pulleys  are  introduced.  A  very  thin  and  firm  mattress 
may  be  placed  upon  the  apparatus,  and  on  this  the 
patient  reclines.  It  is  also  furnished  with  weights  for 
extension,  and  with  springs,  and  compresses,  according 
to  the  circumstances  of  the  case ;  a  support  for  the 
head,  made  of  soft  leather,  stuffed  with  curled  hair  or 
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i  wool,  and  intended  to  pass  under  the  chin  Rod 
eceipwt,  it  attached  to  a  cord,  which  passes  over  the 
centre  pulley,  to  which  a  weight  is  suspended ;  shoulder, 
straps,  composed  of  the  same  materials,  and  attached 
in  a  similar  manner,  pass  under  the  axillae  of  each 
arm  and  over  the  outer  pulleys,  having  weights  also 
adjusted  to  them :  similar  means  of  extension  are  also 
applied  round  the  ankles,  and  occasionally  in  the  wale 
sex  above  the  pelvis ;  these  are  passed  over  the  pulleys 
at  the  lower  end  of  the  plane." — 
-  "  The  patient,  being  laid  upon  the  plane  and  the  appa- 
ratus adjusted,  will  be  operated  upon  by  a  double 
extension,  the  head  and  shoulders  will  be  extended, 
upwards,  whilst  the  trunk  will  be  drawn  gently  in  the 
opposite  direction,  the  weights  being  so  equipoised 
that  the  body  is  kept  upon  the  plane,  having  no  ten- 
dency to  move  eitner  upwards  or  downwards,  at  the 
same  time,  almost  imperceptibly  drawing  the  distorted 
parts  towards  their  natural  position :  hence,  is  com- 
pletely obviated  the  objection  of  some  practitioners, 
who  think  that  an  inclined  plane  is  not  desirable  on 
account  of  the  weight  of  the  upper  part  of  the  body 
pressing  on  the  lumbar  vertebra;,  because  here,  the 
pressure  downwards  is  counteracted  by  the  extension 
upwards." 

Regulated  pressure  and  friction  are  made  over  pro- 
jecting parts  of  the  spine  or  ribs,  and  judicious  direc- 
tions given  for  the  employment  of  such  other  means 
as  the  nature  of  the  case  renders  necessary.  The 
author  is  opposed  to  any  kind  of  violence,  and  recom- 
mends extreme  caution  in  the  application*  of  the 
weights,  regulating  them  so  as  to  prevent  the  patient 
experiencing  any  tnconventence  from  them. 

In  the  chapter  which  is  devoted  to  the  consideration 
of  the  causes  of  the  disease,  much  stress  is  laid  upon 
the  injurious  effects  produced  by  the  pressure  and  con- 
finement of  stays,  and  other  parts  of  the  dress,  and  upon 
the  neglectef  proper  exercise  in  thesystem  of  management 
pursue*!  with  young  female*  There  is  Mttle  novelty  in 
these  observations,  but  they  add  the  testimony  of  another 
writer  to  the  experience  on  this  point  before  accumu- 
lated, and  as  the  work  is  evidently  intended,  in  part  at 
least,  for  general  circulation,  may  possibly  have  some 
effect  in  quarters  where  treatises  addressed  solely  .to 
medical  practitioners  rarely  gain  access. 

Fktt  Lkm  for  Chemists  and  Druggists  preparing  fir 
Rsantmiation  before  the  Board  of  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society.  By  J.  Stbggall,  M.D.,  Licentiate 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  M.R.C.S.,  &c. 
London.    1844.    12mo.,  pp.  169. 

This  is  one  of  those  manuals,  intended  to  assist 
students  in  acquiring  such  an  amount  of  knowledge  of 
subjects,  on  which  they  are  about  to  undergo  an  exami- 
nation, as  nwiy  enable  them  to  give  correct  answers  to 
the  questions  likely  to  be  proposed  to  them.  The 
weighty  objections  to  such  a  mode  of  prepar ing  for 


examination  do  not  apply  to  the  work  itself*  which 

contains  a  good  deal  of  information  on  pharmaceutical 
preparations,  and  we  have  no  doubt  will  be  found  well 
adapted  for  the  attainment  of  its  object,  and  useful  to l 
those  for  whose  convenience  it  lias  been  .compiled. 


The  Retrospect  of  Practical  Medicine  and  Surgery, 
being  a  Half -yearly  Journal,  containing  a  Retrospec- 
tive view  qf  every  Discovery  and  Practical  Improve- 
ment in  the  Medical  Sciences.  Edited  by  W. 
Bkaithwaite,  Surgeon  to  the  Leeds  General  Eye 
and  Ear  Infirmary,  and  Lecturer  on  Midwifery  and 
the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  in  the  Leeds 
School  of  Medicine.  Vol.  ix.,  January— June,  1844. 
London.    12  mo.,  pp.  339. 

Mr.  Braithwaite's  Retrospect  is  too  well  known  and 
estimated  to  require  any  notice  or  commendation  from 
us.  We  shall  content  ourselves  with  stating  therefore 
that,  together  with  the  usual  amount  of  valuable  prac- 
tical information,  collected  from  various  sources,  this 
volume  possesses  the  additional  advantage  of  a  general 
index  to  the  contents  of  its  predecessors.  We  could 
wish  to  see  the  example  followed  by  some  other  of  our 
contemporaries.  The  practice  was  adopted  many  years 
back  by  the  then  editor  of  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal,  who  published  an  index  to  the  first 
twenty  volumes  of  that  work.  A  similar  opportunity 
will  shortly  be  afforded  to  the  editor  of  the  British  amf 
Foreign  Medical  Review,  on  the  completion  of  his 
second  decade,  which  we  trust  be  will  not  allow  to 
pass  over. 


ACADEMY  OF  SCIENCES,  PARIS.  ,        , 
May  6\  1844. 

ALBUMinUElA. 

Doctor  Fourcault  read  a  paper  on  the  causes  of 
albuminous  urine,  in  which  he  proposed  to  explain  the 
influence  of  impermeable  coverings  applied  to  the 
surface  of  the  skin  in  the  production  of  the  disease 
known  by  the  name  of  Albuminuria,  or  Blight's  kidney, 
and  to  deduce  therefrom  the  office  and  functions  of 
the  skin.  The  following  are  the  author's  conclu- 
sions:— 

1..  The  skin  is  an  excretory  organ,  and  jho  products 
of  transpiration  are  not  formed  in  its  tissue. 

2.  An  animal  preserves  its  proper  temperature  when 
its  skin  is  taken  off.  Albuminous  urine  is  not  the 
result  of  this  operation. 

3.  Complete  suppression  of  the  cutaneous  transpira- 
tion gives  rise  u>  five  series  of  phenomena— 1st,  n 
material  alteration  of  the  blood ;  Snd,  a  considerable 
diminution  of  temperature;  3rd,  extra  secretions  and 
effusions  of  various  nature;  4th,  local  lesions;  6th, 
an  alteration  in  the  composition  of,  and  ultimately 
albumen  in  the  urine. 

4.  The  same  phenomena,  and  especially  the  last,  are 
produced  when  after  having  taken  off  the  skin  of  an 
animal,  either  partially  or  entirely,  impermeable  cover. 
ings  are  applied  to  its  surface,  ed  by  V 
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&  Cutaneous  asphyxia  it  the  remit  of  complete 
suspension  of  transpiration,  and  death  may  in  this  way 
be  caused  both  in  man  and  in  the  superior  animals. 
The  effect  of  this  suppression  is,  that  the  blood  acquires 
at  a  maximum  the  cooling  and  stnpifying  properties  of 
Tenons  blood. 

.6.  When  this  suppression  is  partial  or  incomplete, 
it  produces  the  general  phenomena  observed  in  fevers 
and  inflammations. 

ORIGIN  OF  THE   PLAGUE. 

M.  Serres  stated  the  opinions  of  Professor  Stunner, 
of  St  Petersburg!),  on  the  propagation  of  the  plague 
during  the  war  in  Turkey,  of  1828-9-30. 
His  principle  propositions  are  as  follows  :— 
The  plague  is  endemic  in  the  east  (Asia  Minor, 
Epypt,  and  Constantinople)  where  it  appears  some, 
times  sporadically  sometimes  as  an  epidemic  ;  the  ende. 
mk  cause  is  still  unknown,  but  there  are  certain  atmo- 
spheric and  meteorological  conditions,  which  give  rise 
to  the  sporadic  .upases,  and  contribute  to  develope  an 
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The  physicians  engaged  in  the  war  of  the  east  are 
divided  into  two  parties.  Those  who  reject  absolute  con> 
t!MJfrn,tmfl  are  of  opinion  that  the  plague  is  derived  from 
some  internal  causes,  from  thestate  of  the  atmosphere, 
miasmata,  &o. ;  and  those  who  admit  a  specific  con- 
tagion existing  from  an  indeterminate  period,  and  pro- 
negating  itself  by  means  of  individuals,  goods,  &e. 

The  plague  of  the  Russian  war,  observes  Or. 
Hem  mas,  like  typhus  and  ofeosena,  had  no  similitude  to 
use  disss  sos  which  are  propagated  by  an  immediate 
or  virulent  contagion,  such  as  variola,  the  itch,  syphilis, 
and,  in  particular,  it  presented  no  characteristic 
eruption;  inoculation  did  not  give  rise  to  any  breaking. 
out  of  the  same  nature,  as  commonly  happens  in 
syphilitic  cases;  neither  are  we  in  possession  of  any 
palpable  facts  which  demonstrate  that  contact,  inde- 
pendent of  every  other  circumstance,  has  ever  com- 
municated the  disease.  The  plague  which  prevailed 
In  certain  countries,  appeared  simultaneously  in  many 
places,  and  attacked  the  same  individual  many  times; 
but  Dr.  Stunner  is  ot  opinion  that  mediate  or  miasm- 
atic contagion  gave  rise  to  it  in  some  cases. 

CANCSU. 

M.  Tanchou  laid  down  the  following  propositions  on 
the  cause  ef  cancer : — 

The  number  of  cancers  annually  Increase*.  In 
England,  M.  Faur,  (Mr.  Farr  we  presume,)  has  stated 
it  to  be  2yM8  in  the  year  1838,  and  3,09!  in  1839. 

The  same  ■  remark  had  been  previously  made  at 
Berate,  in  1826. 

From  the  registers  of  the  department  of  the  Seine, 
we  find  that  in  1830,668  persons  fell  victims  to  cancer, 
or  1.66  in  100  deaths,  and  in  1840,  the  number  rose 
to  889,  or  340  in  100  deaths. 

Civilisation  appears  to  be  the  cause  of  this  disease. 
Tims  it  is  nearly  unknown  in  Africa  and  America. 
In  Egypt  we  find  it  occurring  among  the  Turkish 
women,  and  not  among  the  Fellahs.  It  is  not  uncom- 
mon also  in  domestic  animals,  and  in  those  of  our 
menageries,  whilst  no  example  is  known  of  its 
development  in  animals  in  the  wild  state. 

In  Paris,  in  the  town,  the  mortality  from  cancer  has 
keen  £54  per  cent  of  the  dentin;  m  the  environs,  only 
1.63  per  cent 


Of  9,118  deaths  caused  by 
women,  and  2,161  in  men. 

In  England,  of  6,139  deaths,  3,859  were 
women,  and  1,228  men. 

This  disease  is  most  frequent  between  the  ages  of 
40  and  70. 

In  women  the  breast,  and  in  men  the  stomach,  are 
most  often  affected. 

There  is  no  cure  at  present  known  for  this  disease. 
Surgeons  operate,  but  all  are  agreed  that  the  operation 
is  not  a  cure,  and,  as  M.  Leroy  d'Etiolles  lately  proved 
to  the  academy,  it  does  not  even  prolong  life.  From 
this  consideration  M.  Tanchou  thinks  it  is  incumbent 
on  physicians  :— 

1st.  Carefully  to  study  cancerous  affections. 

2nd.  To  treat  patients  medicinally,  before  sub* 
mitting  them  to  an  operation. 

3rd.  Only  to  have  recourse  to  operation  in  obstinate 
cases,  and  when  the  therapeutic  measures  have  /ailed. 

May  21st. 

DISCUSSION  ON   OPHTHALMIA. 

M.  Velpeau  alluded  to  a  memoir,  of  M,  Morant, 
entitled  "An  Account  of  an  Epidemic  Ophthalmia, 
which  broke  out  in  a  Colony  of  Young  Persons  con- 
fined at  Mettray."  M.  Morant  had  remarked,  that  in 
nearly  all  the  young  subjects  seised  with  the  epidemic 
the  disease  commenced  with  coryza ;  in  a  very  great 
number  he  bad  found  the  Sohneiderian  mesnbrane 
inflamed.  Having  had  occasion  since  then  to  repeat 
this  observation,  he  does  not  hesitate  to  pronounce 
that  inflammation  of  the  pituitary  membrane  is  ire- 
quently  the  cause  of  ophthalmia,  especially  in  young 
subjects.  In  consequence  of  this,  he  had  been  induced 
to  try  a  new  therapeutic  agent  He  attempted  to 
apply  to  the  treatment  of  ophthalmia,  with  pituitary* 
inflammation,  the  means  which  ate  ordinarily  em* 
ployed  when  the  latter  only  exists;,  he  had  recourse  to 
the  cauterisation  of  the  nasal  mucous  membrane  by 
the  nitrate  of  silver,  in  the  form  of  a  pencil,  or  that  of 
a  very  strong  solution,  or  an  ointment  He  applied  it 
twice  a  day  at  first,  duringthe  acute  stage  of  the  disease ; 
afuwwnrds  only  once.  This  method  had  been  fre- 
quently successful,  whilst  every  remedy  which  he  had 
previously  tried  proved  of  no  avail. 

M*  Yelpean,  since  the  time  when  he  first  received 
this  information  from  M.  Morant,  had  carefully 
examined  the  pituitary  membrane  in  all  ophthalmic 
cases  which  had  been  presented  to  his  observation; 
and  he  was  compelled  to  acknowledge  that  only  in  a 
very  lew  had  he  seen  this  membrane  inflamed.  He  then 
made  some  remarks  on  the  term  scrofulous  ophthalmia, 
which  M.  Morant  had  assigned  to  mis  epidesaio,  and 
took  this  opportunity  of  seising  his  voice  against  the 
classification  of  ophthalmic  diseases  according  to  their 
presumed  causes.  As  to  the  proceeding  proposed  by 
M.  Morant,  consisting  in  the  application  of  topical 
remedies  to  the  nasal  fossss,  he  thought  it  one  which 
ought  to  be  continued, 

M.  Boux :  I  think  that  I  heard,  in  the  course  of 
this  report,  an  expression  which  does  not  appear  to  me 
quite  orthodox.  M.  Velpeau  has  said,  if  I  am  not 
mistaken,  we  should  establish  a  distinction  between 
different  kinds  of  ophthalmia  according  to  thetr  mine, 
diets  seat,  and  not  according  to  their  causes.  I  am 
not  of  this  opinion.    There  m  much  troth  in  whet  has 
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been  Mid  <m  the  specific  censes  ef  ophthalmia;  it  is 
indisputable,  for  example,  that  in  scrofulous  ophthal- 
mia there  are,  independently  of  other  general  characters 
of  scrofula,  which  can  at  once  decide  its  origin,  par- 
ticular local  characters  which  it  is  not  possible  to 
mistake.  Does  M.  Velpeau  think  that  we  ought  thus 
to  neglect  the  consideration  of  special  ophthalmic 
causes,  only  to  take  into  account  the  difference  in  their 
ophthalmic  seat! 

M.  Rochoux:  The  opinion  put  forth  by  M.  Roux  is 
of  such  great  importance  that  it  ought  to  be  sufficient 
merely  to  mention  it,  that  it  may  be  acknowledged  by 
the  profession  at  large*  It  is  of  the  greatest  importance 
to  consider  the  specific  nature  of  diseases.  Does  not 
syphilis,  for  instance,  wherever  may  be  its  seat,  always 
require  the  same  treatment  f  We  know  that  syphilitic 
ophthalmia  specially  affects  the  free  margin  of  the  eye- 
lids 9  ia  not  that  in  any  way  to  modify  the  treatment  f 

M.  Yelpeau :  I  maintain  that  a  scrofulous  ophthalmia 
without  any  other  designation,  means  nothing  at  all. 
I  insist  upon  the  necessity  of  giving  to  the  different 
species  of  ophthalmia  their  anatomical  qualifications. 
As  to  distinguishing  them  according  to  their  causes,  itis 
a  different  thing.  The  study  of  anatomy  has  com- 
pletely reformed  the  science  on  this  point.  We  have 
seen  that  what  has  hitherto  been  considered  symp- 
tomatic of  a  special  ophthalmia,  frequently  merely 
resulted  from  the  difference  in  the  tissues  affected.  M. 
Rechoux' has  cited  syphilitic  ophthalmia;  bat  syphilis 
is  a  material  thing,it  is  an  inocculated  virus.  It  is  not 
the  same  in  scrofula ;  there  it  is  the  effect  of  a  special 
constitution.  The  same  as  regards  rheumatism,  which 
is  now  considered  nothing  but  an  inflammation  of  the 
fibro-synovial  tissues. 


PROVINCIAL    MEDICAL    AND    SURGICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 

BATH  AND  BRISTOL  BISTftlCT  BRANCH. 

The  third  anniversary  since  the  union-  of  these 
Bsmachee  was  held  at  the  Literary  Institution,  Bath,1 
on  Tirarsday,  the  27th  of  June.  Mr.  George,  tattri- 
destt,  in  the  chair. 

The  Report  of  the  Council  was  read  by  Dr.  Morgan, 
OuuMitssj  for  Bath;  the  concluding  part  of  which  it 
may  not  he  oat  of  place  to  submit  to  the  consideration 
of  oar  readers. 

"  Your  Council  would  commend  to  your  fostering 
care  that  most  useful  appendage — the  Benevolent 
Fond.  Qur  union,  as  a  body,  is  not  exclusively  selfish ; 
and  while  aiming  at  the  future  welfare  of  the  whole, 
family,  our  pleasing  anticipations  are  often  interrupted 
by  pressing  appeals  for  .present  pecuniary  relief  on 
behalf  of  some  unfortunate  but  deserving  broth*** 
There  are  many  reasons  why  such  relief  should  not  he 
left  to  individual  charity ;  and  many,  also,  why  lbs 
peculiar  circumstances  of  the-  object  himself,,  should 
not  be  subjected  to  the  needless  publicity  of  a  tribunal 
of  the  whole  profession.  To  meet  these  two  difficult 
and  delicate  points,  the  committee  of  the  Benevolent 
Fund  exists,  to  hear,  determine,  and  relieve,  according 
to  the  best  of  their  judgment,  and  the  extent  of  their 
means.;  and  it  is  only  that  which  is  due  to  their 
efficiency  to  acknowledge,  that  all  who  have  bag 
occasion  to  apply  to  them  on  behalf  of  some  indigent 


but  well-deserving  brother,  can  bear  their 

to  the  kindness,  the  willingness,  and  the  promptness, 

with  which  they  administer  their  trust. 

"  Your  Council  regret  that  the  claims  of  the  Bene-, 
volent  Fund  are  not  better  known  and  appreciated; 
but  they  are  aware  that  from  the  rank,  the  education* 
and  the  feelings  of  the  individuals  for  the  relief  ef 
whom  it  exists,  more  publicity  cannot  be  given  So  its 
worth — the  very  perfection  of  its  nfVniniptrsriop 
requiring  that  it  should  court  the  shade.  Not  one* 
perhaps,  .without  the  walls  of  the  Council-chamber  in 
which  the  committee  bear  the  particulars  of  the  case, 
and  the  gladdened  heart  of  the  recipient  himself,  being 
conscious  of  the  amount  of  benefit  which  your  bounty 
has  so  silently  conferred." 

After  the  election  of  Mr.  Estlin,  of  Bristol,  as 
president  elect,  and  the  conclusion  of  the  ordinary 
business,  Dr.  Morgan,  in  compliance  with  the  wish  of  \7 
the  members  present  at  the  last  quarterly  conversazione  9 
introduced  a  female,  aged  24,  married,  without 
children,  in  whom,  two  years  since,  the  subcutaneous 
tissue  of  the  hands  and  feet  became  dense,  resisting, 
cold,  contracted*  and  in  appearance  like  wax ;  the 
fingers  fleaed,  withnot  the  possibility  of  being  extended ; 
themtsgmmentrdf  the  whole  body  being  tense,  cold, 
and  disoofeared;  the  muscles  and  tendons  much  con- 
tracted (  the  disease  remaining  nearly  stationary  after 
four  months  of  active  treatment  in  the  Bath  Hospital; 
under  the  late  Dr.  Barlow,  where  she  had  been  seen  by 
many  other  eminent  physicians.  The  disease  was* 
ooscesporary  with  distress -of-  mind,  and  she  is  occa- 
sion^ subject  to  hysteria. 

Mr.  Norman  related  the  particulars  of  a  case  of  tic* 
douloureux,  recently  treated  by  him  at  the  United 
Hospital.  The  patient,  a  female,  aged  59,  Jeuoo-. 
phlegmatic,  much  emaciated,  had  suffered  from  it, 
fourteen  years,  with  few  intermissions.  Severe, 
paroxysms,  distorting  the  features,  recurred  every  fiver 
or  severi  minutes,  day  and  night,  during  the  last  four 
months,  confining  her  to  bed,  and  by  whkh  her  health 
was  much  impaired.  Belladonna  was  administered 
internally  in  doses  of  one  sixth  of  a  grain  every 
six  hours,  during  two  days,  apparently  without 
any  particular  effect  on  the .  disease,  but  acting  as 
a  purgative,  which  croton  oil,  administered  freely, 
as  advised  by  Sir  Charles  Bell,  had  failed  to  do. 
It  .was  then  combined  with,  quinine.  (Extract  of 
belladonna  one.  quarter  of  a  gain,  disalpkate  of 
quinine  half  a  grain,  every  four  hours.)  After  the  sixth, 
dose  she  became  delirious  in  the  nigbA;  the  pupil 
partially  dilated,  but  the  paroxysms  were  reduced  to 
sixteen,  and  on  the  following  day  to  three,  since 
which  she  gracjusily  omitted  the  medicine,  was  able  to 
leave  her  bed,  toy  take  .full  die*,  having  previously  sub- 
sisted on  fluids;  and,  having  wholly  emitted  her. 
medicine  for  one  week,  an4  having  had  no.  return  of 
her  distressing  malady  during  ten  days,  she  was  die* . 
missed  the  hospital. 

Mr.  Mortimer  stated  that  in  a  case  of  tic-douloureux. 
well  known  to  him,  two  grains  of  extract  of  belladonna 
had  been  given  at  once  by  mistake.  The  patient  was. 
alarmingly  ill  for  a  week,  but  never  suffered  from  the 
disease  again,  though  twenty  years  have  since  elspted. 

Mr.  Smith,  visitor,  house  surgeon  to  the)  Units* 
Hospital,  read  the  following  case  of  diverticulum, 
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which  had  been  presented  At  thai  hospital  on  the  pre* 
vious  day : — 
A.  B.,  aged  seventeen  weeks,  was  presented  at  tijf 
V  Bath  United  Hospital  on  June  26th.  From  the 
unbilicus  protraded  a  tumour,  appearing  like  a 
portion  of  prolapsed  intestine,  much  congested.  It 
was  about  one  inch  long,  coated  with  a  florid 
mucous  membrane  traversed  by  a  canal,  through 
which  a  probe  passed  for  its  whole  length  down- 
wards towards  the  right  iliac  fossa.  Through  this 
canal  faecal  matter  passed  upwards,  as  well  at  by  (he 
anus.  Mr.  Gore,  under  whose  care  the  case  was 
admitted,  thought  it  to  be  one  of  those  rare  instances 
in  which  the  duct  of  the  umbilical  vesicle,  in  its  normal 


life,  has  remained  pervious,  and  being  abnormally 
developed,  has  assumed  all  the  characters  of  the 
intestine  with  which  it  was  connected.  The  treatment 
proposed  was  to  excise  the  protruding  portion  by 
ligature,  firmly  applied  round  the  neck  of  the  tumour. 
Should  ulcerative  inflammation,  in  place  of  the 
adhesion,  supervene,  then  a  question  will  arise  whether 
any  more  serious  measures  should  or  should  not  be 


Mr.  Rogers  made  some  interesting  observations  on 
partial  contractions  of  the  uterus,  chiefly  affecting  its 
middle,  after  the  exhibition  of  ergot  of  rye,  impeding 
the  delivery  of  the  placenta. 

Mr.  King  and  Mr.  Godfrey,  of  Bath,  expressed  their 
opinion  that  time  should  not,  ordinarily,  be  allowed 
for  such  irregular  contraction  to  take  place,  but  that 
the  placenta  should  be  early  removed. 

The  next  quarterly  conversation*  was  fixed  for  she 
lastThursday  in  September,  to  be  held  at  Bristol. 

The  dinner  was  well  attended,  and  the  general 
opinion  expressed,  both  at  the  meeting  and  at  the 
dinner,  attributed  much  of  the  interest  and  zeal  so 
obviously  manifested  by  the  members  of  this  Branch* 
to  the  establishment  of  the  quarterly  re-unions. 


Aust  nay  that  I  haw  not  eeen  a  single  case  alleviated 
by  it;  or9  indeed,  the  slightest  benefit  derived  from  H. 
In  two  cases,  only  very  small  doses  could  be  taken  at 
first,  on  account  of  the  nausea  and  vomiting  excited 
by  the  usual  dose,  but  these  patients  derived  no  benefit 
from  the  apparently  more  powerful  influence  of  the 
drug  upon  them.  In  several  cases  the  expectoration 
was  diminished  considerably,  but  the  great  increase  of 
the  nocturnal  perspirations  consequent  upon  this  dimi- 
nution quite  counterbalanced  its  advantages ;  in  one 
case,  moreover,  diarrhoea  commenced  so  immediately 
after  the  expectoration  (which  bad  been  copious)  was 
checked, as  to  lead  one  to  suppose  it  was  a  compensating 
action.    Whether  the  suppression  of  the  expectoration 


state  visible  only  during  the  first  three  weeks  of  festal;,  was  owing  to'  the  action  of  the  naphtha,  or  to  the 


increase  of  perspiration  and  the  diarrhoea,  is  a  matter 
also  of  considerable  doubt 

Phthisis  will  be  robbed  of  none  of  its  distressing  attri- 
butes by  naphtha,  nor  will  its  fatality  be  in  the  least 
diminished  by  such  a  useless  and  nauseous  medicine 
as  this.  Louis  has  declared  himself  at  fault  with  regard 
to  the  cure  of  consumpton ;  and  Lugol,  in  his  admir- 
able work   on  scrofula,  says  that  "pulmonary  con* 


adopted,  the  case  being  one  of  annoyance  rather  than,  sumption  is  the  natural  death  of  scrofulous  individuals." 

Such  being  the  opinions  of  two  such  authorities,  Dr. 
Hastings'  amour  propre  ought  not  to  be  wounded  at  the 
ill  success  of  his  favourite  naphtha;  it  is,  however,  a 
pity  that  he  should  have  raised  so  much  hope  by  hit 
reported  success,  which  to  me  is  certainly  quite  inex- 
plicable. 

If  you  deem  this  opinion, drawn  from  experience,  of 
the  merits  of  naphtha  in  phthisis  worthy  of  a  place  in' 
the  pages  of  your  journal,  you  will  oblige  me  by  its 
Insertion. 

I  am,  Sir,  yours  obediently, 

CALEB  ROSE. 
Swaffham,  Norfolk,  June  38,  1844. 

[Our  readers  will  not  confound  Dr.  John  Hastings, 
the  author  of  the  work  in  which  the  treatment  of  con- 
sumption by  naphtha  was  brought  forward,  with  Dr. 
Charles  Hastings,  the  President  of  the  Council  of  the 
Provincial  Association.] 


NAPHTHA  IN  PHTHISIS. 

TO  TUB  EDITOR  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND 
SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 
SIR, 

A  considerable  time  has  now  elapsed  since  the  publi- 
cation of  Dr.  Hastings9  work  on  the  treatment  of  con- 
sumption with  naphtha.  However  much  one  might  be 
inclined  to  dissent  from  the  theory  brought  forward  to 
explain  the  propriety  of  this  treatment,  and  the  reason 
of  Its  success,  tiiere  were  no  grounds  for  disbelieving 
the  plain  and  confident  statements  made  of  the  great 
benefits  which  had  been  derived  from  the  admin- 
istration of  naphtha  in  pulmonary  consumption; 
thus,  from  Dr.  Hastings*  account,  we  were  induced 
to  believe  that  he  had  been  fortunate  enough  to  dis- 
a  remedy,  by  the  administration  of  which 
oases  of  phthisis  would  be  alleviated,  and  many 
cured.  With  the  prospect  of  Dr.  Hastings' 
brilliant  success  before  my  eyes,  I  commenced  the 
naphtha  treatment  of  phthisis,  of  which,  unhappily, 
there  is  no  lack  of  examples  in  this  neighbourhood.  I 
have  given  the  naphtha  a  fair  trial,  and  carefully 
watched  and  noted  its  effects  for  some  months,  end  I 


INTERMARRIAGE  OP  DOUBLE  COUSINS. 

to  the  rditor  of  the  provincial  medical  and 
surgical  journal. 
Sir, 

One  of  your  correspondents  has  proposed  for  dis- 
cussion in  your  journal,  the  question,  "  Is  the  inter- 
marriage of  double  cousins  likely  to  lead  to  an  offspring 
physically  or  morally  inferior  to  the  parents." 

I  'should  have  been  glad  if  some  one  of  greater  talent 
and  experience  than  myself  had  debated  this  subject, 
but  as  this  has  not  been  the  case,  I  now  presume  to 
offer  a  few  remarks  upon  it. 

This  question  opens  at  once  the  interesting  physio- 
logical subject  of  what  is  vulgarly  termed  "  in-and-in 
breeding,0  a  subject  which  we  have  very  few  opportu- 
nities of  investigating  in  the  human  species,  but  in 
which  very  extensive  experiments  have  been  made  in 
the  brute  creation.  The  arguments  I  have  to  offer  are 
principally  from  this  source.  I  shall  first,  however,  sub- 
I  mft  to  your  readers  an  extract  from  a  review  of  Drf 
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Steinan's  work  on  Hereditary  Diseases  and  Intermar- 
riage, in  the  Lancet,  for  October  28th,  1843,  "  There 
are  several  districts  in  Europe,  in  which  striking  phy- 
sical characteristics  are  so  distinctly  marked,  that  it  is 
impossible  not  to  infer  that  the  race  has  been  kept  op 
by  a  long  series  of  intermarriages,  without  any  indica- 
tion of  disease  or  degeneration.  This  is  said  to  be 
particularly  the  case  at  Newbaven,  near  Leith,  the 
inhabitants  of  which  place  hare  from  time  imme- 
morial been  scrupulously  select  in  their  marriages, 
and  are  no  less  remarkable  for  their  superiority  in 
figure,  and  their  great  exemption  from  scrofula  and 
consumption,  forming  a  striking  contrast  with  the 
neighbouring  population.  Other  fishing  towns  and 
villages  in  Scotland,  though  of  much  smaller  size, 
appear  to  resemble  Leith  in  these  particulars.  In  one 
of  these  places  inquiry  has  been  instituted  by  a  gentle- 
man residing  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  he  ascertained 
that  one  quarter  of  the  marriages  were  Between  first 
cousins,  but  that  no  prejudice  existed  against  these 
connections,  and  that  no  failure  m  the  number  or 
physical  characters  of  the  offspring  had  been  noticed" 

A  very  intelligent  and  experienced  agriculturist  in 
this .  neighbourhood  has  followed  the  "  in-and-in  sys- 
tem "  in  nheep-breeding  for  55  years,  and  for  33  years 
has  bred  entirely  from  his  own  flock,  sire  and  dam, 
without  interchange  of  male  or  female  from  any  other 
flock."  His  sheep  are  nearer  perfection  this  gear  than 
m  amy  previous  year,  and  his  recent  show  of  tups  for 
letting  was  attended  not  only  by  several  very  eminent 
breeders  of  our  own  county,  hot  by  gentlemen  from 
Norfolk,  who  for  many  years  past  have  regularly 
travelled  100  miles  to  his  show,  for  the  purpose  of 
hiring  taps  from  his  flock.  These  circumstances  will 
show  the  estimation  in  which  his  flock  is  held  by  his 
brother  farmers.  He  states  in  his  prospectus,  "  that 
his  flock,  which  are  bred  from  the  nearest  affinities,  have 
not  experienced  ang  of  those  defects  which  are  ascribed 
to  the  practice  t  that  they  have  been  kept  entirely  in  a 
state  of  nature,  fed  upon  vegetable  food  only,  (the 
ordinary  produce  of  his  own  farm,)  and  are  at  all  times 
in  the  year  open  for  inspection."  His  flock  was 
originally  obtained^,  from  that  of  the  late  celebrated  Mr. 
Bakewell,  whom  I  may  quote  as  an  authority  for 
"  in-aird-fo-breeding."  After  visiting  different  parts 
of  England  and 'Selecting  the  best  and  most  valuable 
cattle  and  sheep,  he  followed  the  in-and-in-system,  and 
I  need  not  say  how  celebrated  his  breed  of  sheep,  the 
"New  Ldcesters,"  have  become. 

Mr.  Bakewell  followed  this  plan,  not  only  with  his 
sheep,  but  with  his  cattle  and  pigs,  and  in  both  cases 
was  extremely  successful.  Another  farmer  in  this 
county,  whose  name  is  well  known,  and  who  has 
obtained  many  prizes  from  different  agricultural 
societies,  and  from  the  Smitbfield  Club,  follows  the 
in-and-in-system  in  breeding  cattle,  and  he  has  chal- 
lenged to  show  six  bulls  bred  on  this  principle,  against 
any  six  (the  property  of  one  person)  in  England. 

I  quote  the  Lancet  again,  "  There  is  a  peculiar  breed 
of  cattle,  which  is  supposed  to  have  existed  in  Nor- 
thumberland for  upwards  of  a  thousand  pearsf  which 
maintains  its  characteristics  unchanged*  and  is  remark' 
•ble  for  vigour  and  beauty .  The  whole  herd  is  kept 
within  restricted  limits  as  to  number  and  space ;  and 
when  the  well-known  habits  of  these  animals  are  con- 


sidered, there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  closest  breeding 
has  been  in  continual  operation" 

That  eminent  surgeon  and  anatomist,  the  late  Mr. 
dline,  in  his  lectures  on  "The  form  of  animals," 
(which  I  am  fortunate  enough  to  possess  in  manuscript,) 
enters  fully  into  the  subject  of  in-aud-in-breeding  and 
cross-breeding.  He  approved  of  the  in-and-in  system, 
M  when  a  particular  variety  approaches  perfection." 

It  will  be  observed  that  in  all  the  cases  I  have  men- 
tioned, healthy  and  well-formed  animals  must  have, 
been  used  in  the  first  instance.  Had  there  been  any 
defect  or  malformation  in  the  parents,  there  is  no. 
doubt  that  in-and-in-breeding  would  not  only  have 
perpetuated  but  increased  it;  indeed  it  is  one  of  the. 
fundamental  principles  of  cross-breeding,  to  compen- 
sate any  defect  or  inferior  development  of  any  organ 
in  one  parent,  by  a  superior  development  of  that  organ 
in  the  other  parent.  So  in  the  human  specks, 
if  there  is  any  tendency  to  hereditary  disease,  scro- 
fula, insanity,  Ac,  the  "intermarriage  of  double 
cousins,"  would,  without  doubt,  increase  the  tendency 
to-that  disease  in  their  offspring. 

Hoping  soon  to  see  the  subject  discussed  by  abler 
pens  than  mine, 

v         I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  servant, 

R.  W.  W. 

Nertfasssmtoosfcsre,  Jury  5, 1844. 


PROPOSED  BRANCH  ASSOCIATION  FOR 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE  AND  WORCESTERSHIRE. 

to  thb  smiton  ov  thr  provincial  medical  and 

surgical  journal. 

«    Sir, 

1  have  read  with  much  pleasure  the  report  of  the 
proceedings  at  the  anniversary  meetings  of  the  Suffolk, . 
South  Western,  and  Yorkshire  Branches  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Medical  and  Surgical.  Association. 

I  am  one  of  a  few  in  this  locality  that  would  wish  to 
have  a  Branch  Association  established  amongst  us. 
Allow  me,  then,  through  the  medium  of  your  excellent 
journal,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  members  of  the 
Council  of  the  Parent  Association  residing  in  GUm* 
oester,  Worcester,  and  Cheltenham,  to  this  desirable 
object,  in  the  hope  that  they  will  give  it  their  con* 
•deration. 

I  am  the  more  particularly  induced  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  profession  residing  in  this  neighbourhood 
to  the  utility  of  such  meetings,  and  trust'  that  those 
of  our  brethren  who  may  attend  the  Parent  or 
General  Meeting  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and 
Surgical  Association,  to  be  held  at  Northampton 
on  the  7th  of  August,  will  avail  themselves  of  that 
opportunity  in  making  preliminary  arrangements  lor  a 
Gloucestershire  and  Worcestershire  Branch,  or  if  that 
be  found  to  be  impracticable,  why  not  join  the  Bristol 
and  Bath  Association.  The  journey  by  railway  will 
not  exceed  two  hours. 

In  addition  to  this,  District  Branches  might  be  formed 
for  quarterly  or  monthly  meetings  for  scientific  die* 
cussion  and  other  professional  business. 

I  cannot  better  express  the  .benefits  arising  from 
those  and  similar  meetings  than  by  referring  your 
readers  to  the  journal  of  last  week,  where  Dr.  Simpson, 
in  his  admirable  speech  at  the  meeting  so  recently  held 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


in  Yorkshire,  speaks  to  the  following  effects — "  After 
thanking  the  members  for  the  honour  conferred  upon 
him,  the  President  passed  under  review  the  benefits 
which  this  and  similar  institutions  secured  to  the 
profession.  While  science  was  nurtured,  and  the 
dignity  of  the  profession  maintained,  men,  who  in  their 
earlier  days  had  contracted  friendships  with  those  whom 
for  many  years  after  they  never  saw,  were  now  again 
enabled  to  renew  their  former  friendships,  and  to  talk 
over  days  long  past,  though  never  forgotten.  Such 
Intercourse  could  not  but  introduce  a  feeling  of 
harmony  into  the  profession,  to  be  attended  with  the 
happiest  results." 

With  the  sincere  hope  that  the  above  effects  may  be 
realized  in  this  neighbourhood, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

▲  MEMBER  OF  THE   PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL 

AND  SURGICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

Cheltenham,  July  12, 1844. 


CLAIRVOYANCE. 
We  condense  from  the  Literary  Gazette  the  follow- 
ing notice  of  an  exhibition  of  clairvoyance  afforded  at 
the  nous*  of  Dr.  EUiotson,  by  M.  Maroallet,  on  the 
youth  41exis,  of  Parisian  notoriety.  The  lad  was  soon 
thrown  into  what  is  called  the  mesmeric  condition, 
and  displayed  all  that  rigidity  of  muscle  which  is  its 
apparent  result  This,  says  the  writer,  we  know  can  be 
simulated,  and  therefore  we  do  not  attach  any  important 
consequence  to  its  production.  Alexis'  eyes  were  se- 
curely bandaged,  (at  least  so  they  seemed  to  be  to  all 
the  assembly,)  and  he  was  seated  at  the  table  where 
several  gentlemen  played  ecarti  with  him,  playing  not 
only  as  clearly  as  if  he  had  his  distinct  sight,  but 
managing  to  tell  a  good  deal  what  was  in  his  adver- 
saries' hands  as  well  as  (from  the  backs  of  the  cards) 
in  his  own.  If  these  cards  were  genuine,  the  percep- 
tion is  extraordinary;  if  prepared  and  substituted 
with  peculiarities  which  may  be  felt  by  the  toueh,  the 
trick  would  still  be  a  very  curious  one,  and  was  admi- 
rably performed.  The  doubt  is  suggested  by  the  fast; 
that  Alexis  always  handled  the  cards  respecting  which 
he  exercised  his  newer  of  supernatural  vision ;  and 
indeed,  in  every  ease,  there  was,  to  a  certain  extent,  a 
manipulation  of  the  tests,  a  placing  of  them  near  the 
month. or  nose,  as  if  a  line,  however  limited,  of  actual 
vision  might  be  employed,  notwithstanding  the  parade 
of  wool  and  handkerchiefs  over  the  eyes,  that  appeared 
to  us  unnecessary  for  a  purely  psychological  emsna- 
tion  of  mind.  Then  there  were  also  a  general  uncer- 
tainty, a  number  of  guesses,  and  many  mistakes  in  the 
course  of  the  experiments,  which  are  hardly  reconcilable 
with  a  real  faculty.  If  the  mind's  eye  can  see  at  all, 
U  should  be  able  to  see  rightly,  or  how  are  we  to  dis- 
tinguish between  its  surmises  end  its  truths!  What 
would  we  give  for  the  evidence  of  the  bodily  eye 
which  fancied  half  a  dozen  of  things  before  it  hit  the 
reality  *  Surely  a  spiritual  gift  ought  to  be  superior 
to  a  corporeal  sense ;  and  before  we  can  believe  in  the 
phenomena  offered  in  support  of  it,  we  would  desire 
more  simple  and  more  decisive  tests  than  any  we 
witnessed  on  this  occasion. 

.  Alexis  read  in  books,  but  very  few  words — one  line 
of  poetry  the  longest ;  he  described  plates  in  a  thick' 
volume  held  behind  Ms  back,  with  numerous  errors, 


however,  till  he  arrived  at  pretty  tolerable  accuracy ; 
be  told  Colonel  Garwood  the  signature  to  a  letter  in 
the  same  way, — we  mean,  with  errors,  and  after  a 
good  deal  of  handling  and  smelling. 

It  is  due  to  Dr.  EUiotson  to  mention,  that  be,  like 
the  rest  of  the  curious  and  scientific  visitors,  was  a  mere 
spectator,  and  had  not  seen  the  parties  before  he 
kindly  lent  his  roof  for  their  performance,  in  a  branch 
of  inquiry  to  which  he  has  paid  so  much  attention. 
The  best  belief  we  could  attach  to  all  we  could  stay 
to  witness,  was,  that  it  was  the  result  of  very  ingenious 
collusion. 


AGENTS  AFFECTING  CAPILLARY 
CIRCULATION. 

M.  Foiseuille  has  established  the  fact,  that  nitrate  of 
potass  or  acetate  of  ammonia,  added  to  water  or 
serum,  renders  it  capable  of  flowing  more  rapidly 
through  either  inorganized  tubes,  as  those  of  glass,  or 
organized,  as  the  vessels  of  animals,  whether  in  a  dead 
or  living  condition.  Alcohol  has  a  precisely  opposite 
effect;  it  checks  the  fluidification  of  humours,  and 
retards  the  flow  of  fluids,  in  capillary  or  other  tubes.— 
Dublin  Medical  Prcee,  from  Arckhee  Qenerntee  ele 
Medieme. 


MEDICAL  INTELLIGENCE. 

A  Lying-in-Hospital  has  recently  been  established 
in  Edinburgh,  to  which  the  following  gentlemen  have 
been  appointed  Medical  Officers :— 

ContuUtng  Phyeiciane  .—Dr.  William  Campbell,  and 
Dr.  Beilby.  Ordinary  Phyeiciant:—  Professor  Simp- 
son, and  Dr.  Moir.  Assistant  Medical  Ofeere.—Dr. 
Charles  Bell ;  John  Niven,  Esq. ;  Alexander  Thomson, 
Esq.,  and  W.  S.  Cartaitehael,  Esq.  CenwuUmf  Sur- 
geon.— Dr.  Pagan.  Ordinary  Surgeon. — Alexander 
Zeigler,  Esq.— Northern  Journal  o/  Medieme. 


PROVINCIAL    MEDICAL    AND    SURGICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 

ANNIVERSARY   MEETING. 

The  members  of  the  Association  will  perceive,  by 
referring  to  the  Journal  for  the  week  before  last, 
(June  26,)  that  the  Anniversary  Meeting  is  fixed  to  be 
held  at  Northampton,  on  Wednesday,  the  7th,  and 
Thursday,  the  8th  of  August.  In  our  last  number  the 
date  was  inadvertently  given  as  the  6th  and  7th  instead 
of  the  7th  and  8th  of  August. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Communications  have  been  received  from  Dr.  Oke ; 
Mr.  Harriuson;  Mr.  Square;  and  Mr.  YY.  T. 
Hamilton. 

The  letter  signed  Investigator  should  have  the  author's 
signature.  His  request  is  perfectly  reasonable,  and 
there  is  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  openly  made. 

It  is  requested  that  all  letters  and  communications  be 
sent  to  Dr.  Streeten,  Foregate  Street,  Worcester. 
Parcels,  and  books  for  review,  may  be  addressed  to 
the  Editor  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  care  of  Mr.  Churchill,  Princes  Street,  Soho. 
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RETROSPECTIVE  ADDRESS  OF  THE  THIRD 
ANNIVERSARY  OF  THE  READING  PATHO- 
LOGICAL SOCIETY. 

By   Isaac   Harrinsox,  Esq.,   Surgeon  to  the 
Dispensary,  Reading. 

(Read  July  4th,  1844) 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen  :— We  are 
met  together  this  evening  to  celebrate  the  third 
anniversary  of  the  Reading  Pathological  Society. 
That  our  Society  has  reached  the  third  year 
of  its  existence  must  be  a  source  of  the  highest 
gratification  to  its  founders ;  must  be  a  matter  of 
unbiassed  congratulation  to  all  those  concerned  in 
its  formation,  interested  in  its  progress,  or  imbued 
with  a  true  sense  of  the  purposes  for  which  it  was 
established.  That  it  has  succeeded  beyond  the  most 
sanguine  expectations  of  its  promoters,  no  one  can 
gainsay ;  that  it  has  accomplished  the  objects  which 
it  had  in  view,  viz.,  the  upholding  of  professional 
dignity,  the  advancement  of  professional  know- 
ledge, and  the  promotion  of  good  fellowship  and 
good  feeling,  no  one  who  has  attended  its  meetings 
can  controvert;  that  it  will  succeed  and  overcome 
triumphant  all  opposing  force ;  that  its  "  compulsive 
course,  without  retiring  ebb,  will  keep  due  on,"  the 
transactions  of  the  past  year  most  abundantly 
testify.     . 

That  we  have  not  been  behind  hand  in  those 
additional  aids  to  scientific  research  and  discovery, 
which  the  spirit  of  the  age  renders  indispensable, 
the  purchase  of  a  valuable  microscope  will  suffi- 
ciently evidence. 

That  others  also  have  participated  in  our  feel- 
ings I  am  proud  here  to  acknowledge,  and  I  cannot 
withhold  the  record  of  our  highest  praise  to  the 
hospital  management  for  their  ready  acquiescence 
in  oar  wishes  and  for  the  noble  manner  in  which 
they  contributed  to  their  fulfilment.  It  did  them 
infinite  credit,  and  reflected  in  the  greatest  degree 
on  their  liberality,  enlightenment,  and  zeal. 

In  performing  the  task  allotted  me,  to  the  best  of 
my  ability  I  shall  follow  the  same  general  plan  and 
arrangement  as  my  predecessors,  but  shall  deviate 
somewhat  in  detail.  It  would  have  been  much 
easier  for  me  to  give  simply  a  sketch  of  our 
transactions,  a  catalogue  of  our  doings,  but  then  its 
value  as  a  document  to  others  would  have  been 
No.  17,  Jolj  24,  )8I4. 


most  materially  diminished.  For  this  reason  I  shall 
be  fuller  in  detail,  and  shall  endeavour  to  give  and 
preserve  the  descriptions  of  most  and  the  opinions 
of  all ;— and  first  of  the  "  Communications." 

COMMUNICATIONS. 

August  8th.  Mr.  Hale  read  the  case  of  a  lady 
aged  39.  When  a  child  she  had  rheumatism,  which 
left  a  disturbed  state  of  the  heart  and  induced  a 
delicate  condition  of  health.  When  26  years  of  age 
had  rheumatism  a  second  time,  from  which  the 
heart  suffered  in  an  increased  degree.  Twice  she 
suffered  from  (alls  on  the  back.  Two  years  azo 
had  an  attack  of  paralysis,  which  affected  the  left 
hand  and  her  speech.  From  this  she  completely 
recovered.  Twelve  weeks  ago,  in  rising  from 
bed,  found  herself  incapable  of  standing ;  the  whole 
of  the  left  side  was  paralyzed.  There  appeared  to 
be  a  family  predisposition  to  paralysis.  By  atten- 
tion to  her  stomachy  which  was  much  disordered, 
and  a  general  plan  of  treatment,  her  motor  power 
was  materially  improved.  Vomiting  of  an  obsti- 
nate character  frequently  occurred  from  improper 
food,  requiring  rigid  attention  to  dietetics.  Her 
bowels  were  habitually  costive.  Four  days  before 
death,  bronchitis,  with  great  dyspnoea,  suddenly 
supervened,  accompanied  by  violent  palpitation. 
This  was  temporarily  relieved  by  calomel,  sesqui- 
carbonate  of  ammonia*  &c.  Notwithstanding  how- 
ever the  best  directed  means,  the  congestion 
advanced,  the  dyspnoea  increased,  and  death  took 
place  on  the  fifth  day. 

About  six  weeks  before  death,  Mr.  Hale,  from 
the  constant  vomiting,  shrewdly  suspected  there 
might  be  some  other  organic  or  functional  cause, 
and  on  examination  found  the  urine  highly  albu- 
minous. The  quantity  of  albumen  fluctuated,  but 
continued  more  or  less  till  death. 

Post-mortem.  Some  serous  effusion  beneath 
the  pia  mater.  Brain  rather  pale.  Basilar  artery 
dilated,  and  somewhat  cartilaginous,  all  the  arteries 
at  the  base  larger  than  normal.  On  cutting  longi- 
tudinally into  die  pons,  two  small  cavities  were 
exposed,  one  on  either  side,  lined  by  smooth 
membrane.  They  did  not  appenr  to  com- 
municate with  or  lead  to  other  cavities.  Lateral 
ventricles  large.  In  each  corpus  striatum  a  rather 
large  cavity  was   found,  which  had  a  Yellowish 


Digitized  by 


Gocfgle 


244 


READING  PATHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY. 


tinge,  rough  edges,  and  extended  several  lines  in 
depth.    The  brain  around  was  perfectly  healthy. 

Heart :— The  pericardium  contained  about  two 
drachms  of  fluid.  There  were  no  adhesions.  Heart 
very  large ;  left  ventricle  much  hypertrophied ; 
mitral  valves  contracted  j  aortic  valves  much  thick- 
ened. The  lungs  on  both  sides  were  congested  to 
a  great  extent.  Extensive  adhesions  of  the  right 
pleura.  The  kidneys  were  in  an  advanced  stage 
of  granular  degeneration. 

Mr.  Hale  then  took  a  luminous  review  of  the 
-case,  and  inclined  to  the  conclusion  that  the  para- 
lysis was  more  the  product  of  sympathy  between 
the  brain  and  digestive  organs,  than  of  organic 
disease  ;  and  that  the  vomiting  was  dependant  on 
the  state  of  the  kidneys. 

Dr.  Cowan  thought  there  was  sufficient  disease 
in  the  brain  to  account  for  the  paralysis,  and  that  it 
-should  not  be  attributed  merely  to  the  sympathetic 
influence  of  the  stomach,  and  that  as  the  lesions 
were  found  on  the  under  surface  of  the  pons,  in 
the  course  of  the  motor  fibre3,  (the  sensitive  fibres 
passing  on  the  upper  surface,)  there  was  greater 
reason  for  referring  the  paralysis  to  the  lesion  of 
the  brain.  The  motor  fibres  were  more  frequently 
affected  than  the  sensitive,  and  as  the  motor  organs 
were  more  frequently  called  into  action  than  those 
of  sensation,  he  thought  it  might  in  some  degree 
account  for  the  more  frequent  affection  of  those 
fibres.  In  all  lesions  of  the  brain,  the  speech  was 
usually  affected,  as  the  tongue,  muscles  of  the 
face,  and  those  of  deglutition,  are  those  most  con- 
stantly exerted. 

On  the  same  evening  Mr.  May  related  the  case 
of  a  gentleman,  who  died  suddenly  after  an  attack 
of  pain  in  the  chest.  He  had  frequently  suffered 
from  apparently  similar  attacks,  which  had  usually 
yielded  to  a  little  ginger  with  brandy  and  water. 
These  remedies  were  employed  in  tbis  instance 
with  slight  relief;  the  pain  returned  in  a  short 
time,  collapse  came  on,  and  death  took  place  in 
two  hours  from  the  commencement  of  the  seizure. 
The  sensorium  remained  unclouded  till  within  a 
few  moments  of  his  dissolution. 

Post-mortim.  Stomach  thin,  dilated,  and  its 
•mucous  membrane  very  soft.  The  substance  of 
<the  heart's  apex  much  attenuated,  particularly  of 
the  right  ventricle.  No  disease  of  the  valves.  Ossi- 
fication of  the  coronary  arteries  at  their  orifices. 
Great  atheromatous  deposit  on  the  inner  surface  of 
the  aorta  $  the  inner  coat  destroyed  in  large  patches 
in  several  places. 

The  cause  of  death  in  this  case,  Mr.  May 
observed,  was  obscure.  He  did  not  think  tbe  state 
of  the  coronary  arteries  sufficient  to  account  for  it. 
He  rather  imagined  it  was  some  condition  of  tbe 
.pneumogastric  nerve,  acting  on  an  already  diseased 
'.heart.  Had  he  lived  much  longer  he  would  have 
had  aneurism  of  the  aorta. 

Dr.  Smith  remarked  that  for  some  considerable 


time  previously  this  gentlemen  could  not  walk  up 
hill  without  great  distress  in  his  breathing. 

Mr.  May  also  related  tbe  case  of  a  man  who  was 
thrown  from  a  horse  in  the  street,  and  brought  to 
the  hospital  with  extensive  fracture  of  the  skull. 
Laceration  of  the  brain,  and  of  the  lateral  sinus, 
with  great  effusion  on  the  surface  of  the  brain,  were 
found.  There  were  slight  tetanic  convulsions 
before  death,  to  which  Mr.  May  wished  to  direct 
the  attention  of  the  Society,  as  they  were  stated  by 
Mr.  Banner,  of  Liverpool,  to  be  diagnostic  of  lace- 
ration of  the  brain.  They  led  him  in  this  instance 
to  predict  this  lesiou.  When  they  occur,  Mr. 
Banner  deems  tbem  sufficient  to  render  tbe  opera- 
tion of  the  trephine  useless. 

Dr.  Cowan  then  related  the  case  of  a  woman  in 
tbe  hospital  who  had  not  menstruated  for  the  last 
seven  months.  She  had  been  previously  healthy, 
had  menstruated  regularly,  and  borne  two  children. 
Seven  months  before,  she  had  a  discharge  of 
fluid  from  the  rectum,  resembling  tbe  menstrual, 
and  which  continued  to  recur  at  regular  monthly 
periods.  There  was  no  discbarge  from  the  vagina 
A  tumour  was  discovered  at  the  lower  part  of  the 
abdomen,  which  he  concluded  to  be  ovarian.  This 
tumour  was  first  noticed  about  two  months  after  the 
first  discharge  from  the  rectum.  The  disease  of  the 
ovary  he  thought  sufficient  to  account  for  the  vica- 
rious position  of  the  seat  of  tbe  discharge.  She  had 
no  suspicion  of  pregnancy.  In  a  short  time  she  was 
dismissed  the  hospital  with  a  recommendation  to  her 
medical  attendant  that  paracentesis  might  be 
performed  when  it  became  necessary. 

Dr.  Cowan,  at  a  subsequent  meeting,  candidly 
acknowledged  that  his  diagnosis  in  tbis  case  was 
incorrect ;  that  she  had  been  delivered  of  a  healthy 
child,  and  that  all  trace  of  tumour  had  disappeared. 
The  importance  of  this  case  in  a  practical  point  of 
view  cannot  be  overrated.  If  one,  who  can  bring  to 
his  aid  all  the  accomplishments  of  general  and 
physical  diagnosis,  commits  such  an  error,  or  rather 
I  would  say,  such  an  oversight,  how  cautious  should 
another  be,  who  may  be  less  able  and  less  accom- 
plished. 

In  the  discussion  on  the  above  case  Mr.  Walford 
doubted  the  propriety  of  the  application  of  the  term 
vicarious. 

Mr.  Vines  related  an  instance  of  periodical  dis- 
charge from  the  rectum,  where  there  was  discharge 
also  from  the  vagina. 

Mr.  Jeston  mentioned  the  case  of  a  lady,  aged 
18,  who  had  never  menstruated,  but  who  regularly, 
at  monthly  periods,  vomited  a  quantity  of  blood. 

Mr.  May  related  the  case  of  a  boy  who  suffered 
from  spasm  of  the  sphincter  ani.  He  said  also  that 
he  was  subject  to  it  himselC  that  it  frequently 
caused  him  to  get  out  of  bed,  and  that  after  making 
some  expulsive  effort,  it  constantly  subsided, 
whether  anything  was  voided  or  not  He  found 
it  frequently  brought  on  by  port  wine,  and  pro- 
bably by  other  articles  of  diet,  but  most  constantly 
Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 
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by  tbw.  He  inquired  whether  any  gentleman  had 
met  with  aimilar  instances;  the  affection  bad  been 
recently  dsscribed  by  Dr.  M.  Hal!. 

Sept  5tb.  Mr. Vines  read  the  post-mortem  exami- 
nation  of  an  infant,  found  dead  in  the  water.  There 
was  slight  congestion  on  the  anterior  part  of  the  scalp 
and  face,  a  little  brown  fluid  exuding  from  the 
nostrils,  pupils  dilated,  umbilical  cord  lacerated,  and 
about  fifteen  inches  long.  The  body  weighed 
61bs.  3oz.  The  lungs  almost  filled  the  chest,  and 
were  of  a  -bright  red  anteriorly,  and  bluish  pos- 
teriorly. About  2  ounces  of  fluid  were  found  in 
the  cavity  of  the  pleura,  and  half  an  ounce  in 
that  of  the  pericardium.  Abdominal  viscera  healthy ; 
the  smaller  intestines  contained  thick  mucus,  the 
colon  fecal  matter,  and  the  rectum  meconium. 
Considerable  ecchymosis  on  the  parietal  and  frontal 
bones  on  the  right  side,  congestion  of  the  mem- 
branes, engorgement  of  the  brain  generally ;  heart 
quite  empty,  large  vessels  and  lungs  deficient  in 
blood.  He  concluded  from  this  examination  that 
the  child  had  died  from  haemorrhage  from  the 
umbilical  cord. 

Mr.  May  said  that  two  questions  were  to  be 
considered— first,  was  the  child  born  alive  >  of  which, 
from  the  examination  there  could  be  no  doubt ; 
and  secondly,  bow  was  death  produced  ?  which  was 
not  easy  to  answer.  A  child  might  breathe,  and 
even  cry,  and  yet  perish  in  delivery. 

Mr.  Taylor  asked  whether  laceration  of  the  cord 
would  not  prevent  haemorrhage  ? 

Mr.  Harrinson  thought  that  laceration  or  rupture 
of  die  cord  would  prevent  haemorrhage.  He  had 
attended  a  woman  who  was  delivered  of  a  full- 
grown  child  in  the  erect  position ;  the  child  fell  on 
the  floor  uninjured;  the  cord  was  ruptured  18 
inches  from  the  umbilicus  and  close  to  the  placenta. 
There  was  no  haemorrhage.  He  bad  also  attended 
a  woman  with  a  very  large  child,  where  the  head 
was  expelled  half  an  hour  before  the  shoulders  and 
body.  During  this  time  the  child  cried  loudly 
several  times,  but  perished  before  delivery  was 
completed.  The  body  was  not  examined. 
*  Mr.  Bradshaw  bad  seen  several  such  cases,  but 
had  not  examined  them  after  death. 

Mr.  Vines  had  seen  a  case  where  the  child  cried 
distinctly  before  the  expulsion  of  the  bead. 

Mr.  May  said  an  accurate  account  of  the  appear- 
ances of  the  lungs  in  these  cases  was  much  needed. 

Mr.  Vines  then  read  several  very  interesting 
cases  of  nephralgia  with  copious  deposit  of  lithic 
acid,  successfully  treated  by  balsam  of  copaiba, 
liquor  potassae,  and  benzoic  acid,  used  as  a  specific, 
He  begged  to  direct  attention  to  the  pain  returning 
at  night,  and  to  the  pyrosis  frequently  accom- 
panying the  attacks,  and  asked,  whether  it  was 
primary  or  secondary. 

Dr.  Bradshaw  could  say  from  his  own  case,  that 
the  pain  was  worse  at  night,  ted  be  believed  the 
pyrosis  to  besecondary, 

Mr.  May  said  the  kidneys  were  affected  sym- 


pathetically in  many  other  diseases,  as  in  a  loaded' 
state  of  colon ;  that  in  the  formation  of  lithic 
acid,  not  the  kidney  but  the  stomach  was  primarily 
at  fault;  this  was  illustrated  in  gout,  and  might 
account  for  the  occurrence  of  the  night  pain. 

Mr.  Harrinson  enquired  whether  any  member 
bad  seen  a  case  of  calculous  pyelitis  justifying  the 
operation  of  nephrotomy,  and  referred  to  M.  Raver's- 
cases  and  opinions. 

Mr.  Bradshaw,  on  the  same  evening,  related  the 
very  interesting  case  of  a  French  lady,  aged  37, 
who  was  seized  with  fits  of  complete  blindness  ^ 
They  came  on  suddenly  without  probable  cause,, 
night  and  day,  irregularly,  without  periodicity,  and. 
each  fit  lasted  about  three  hours.  During  the 
attack  the  pupils  were  widely  dilated,  there  was- 
complete  blindness  and  perfect  immobility  of  the 
eyes  and  their  appendages.  After  the  attack  they 
resumed  their  wonted  activity,  and  were  apparently 
in  a  perfectly  healthy  condition.  In  other  respects 
the  lady  was  in  the  best  possible  health.  This 
affection  had  continued  for  some  years,  and  the 
fits  recurred  with  about  the  same  frequency,  viz.,. 
three  in  a  fortnight.  She  had  submitted  to  a  variety, 
of  treatment  without  benefit.  Her  sister  wa&. 
affected  in  a  similar  manner. 

Mr.  Harrinson  thought  it  was  a  case  of  tempo- 
rary paralysis  of  the  iris. 

Mr.  May  considered  the  affection  to  be  one  ot 
an  hysterical  nature. 

Mr.  May  then  mentioned  the  case  of  a  lady,  aged- 
34,  who  had  been  affected  for  seven  years  with    y 
almost  continual  spasm  of  the  orbicularis  palpebra-  v 
rum,  and  the  muscles  allied   in   the  production 
of  frowning. 

This  frowning  was  so  constant  as  most  mate- 
rially to  interefete  with  her  comforts  and  duties. 
She  had  undergone  a  variety  of  treatment  without 
benefit,  and  had  given  up  in  despair  all  hope  of 
relief.  Mr.  May  supposed  it  was  a  habit,  and  dis- 
covered that  by  making  pressure  on  one  brow 
frowning  was  prevented — that  she  was  unable  to, 
frown.  To  fulfil  the  consequent  indication,  a  patch 
was  ordered  to  be  worn  on  each  eye  for  a  few 
hours  alternately,  covering  the  eye  and  making 
gentle  pressure  on  the  brow.  By  this  simple 
means  the  habit  was  interfered  with— was  broken r 
and  a  complete  cure  effected. 

October  10th.  Mr.  Jeston  related  the  case  of  a 
lady  with  ovarian  tumour,  who  miscarried  at  five 
months.  Neither  Dr.  Locock  nor  himself  were  able 
to  detect  the  existence  of  pregnancy. 

Mr.  Taylor  brought  forward  a  case  of  dislocation 
of  the  radius  backward*.  It  was  reduced  by  pulling 
first  in  the  flexed  and  then  in  the  extended  position . 

Mr.  May  said  that  though  Sir  A.  Cooper  had 
never  met  with  a  case  in  the  living  subject,  yet 
now  its  occurrence  was  generally  admitted. 

Mr.  Harrinson  then  read  a  paper  founded  on  the 
following  interesting  case.  Mrs.  L.,  aged  50, 
eight  weeks  before  her  admission  under  his  care,  in 
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the  Reading  Dupeaeaiy,  bad  been  seized  with  pain 
in  the  left  side,  &c,  ami  now  bad  all  the  attendant  . 
signs  and  symptoms  of  considerable  effusion  in  that 
side.  Diligent  treatment  afforded  temporary  relief, 
but  at  the  end  of  fl»e  weeks  perforation  of  tbe  lung 
occurred.  Profuse  nauseous  expectoration  was  now 
habitually  present;  and  she  daily  became  more 
asthenic,  and  died  by  syncope,  sixteen  weeks  from 
the  commencement  of  the  disease,  and  three  weeks 
after  perforation  had  taken  place. 

On  examination,  the  left  lung  was  found  closely 
compressed  by  purulent  fluid,  and  a  perforation  was 
discovered  communicating  with  the  bronchus.  The 
costal  pleura  was  lined  by  an  adventitious  sub- 
stance,  from  one  to  three  lines  in  thickness,  and  at 
t  he  apex ,  was  converted  i nto  bone .  The  righ  1 1  ung 
remarkably  voluminous  and  free  from  disease.  Not 
a  tubercle  in  either  lung. 

The  frequency  of  the  deposition  of  osseous 
matter  in  pleuritic  false  membranes  was  then  con- 
sidered, and  thought  to  be  rare,  being-  most  gene- 
rally found  beneath  the  attached  surface  of  serous 
membranes.  The  physical  signs  were  then  discussed, 
mote  particularly  as  modified  by  tbe  adventitious 
membrane;  the  state  of  the  affected,  arid  tbe  con- 
dition of  the  opposite  lung,  and  a  few  remarks  made 
respecting  tbe  treatment  pursued. 

A  subject  of  great  interest  and  momentous  import 
was  then  entered  on,  viz.,  the  deposition  of  tuber- 
cles in  a  lung  compressed  by  a  pleuritic  effusion,  or 
on  tbe  opposite  side.  For  its  better  illustration,  a 
review  was  taken  of  the  comparative  activity  of 
the  right  and  left  sides;  of  the  effects  of  muscular 
exercise  on  tlielun^s;  of  the  liability  t>f  the  apex 
to  tubercular  deposition  5  of  the  base  to  pneumonia » 
of  the  relative  frequency  of  tubercles  in  the  right 
and  left  sides;  of  the  nature  of  tubercle  and  tbe 
seat  of  its  election.  These  considerations  were  then 
practically  applied.  It  was  contended  that  tbe 
principle  was  the  same  whether  tubercles  were  depo- 
sited on  the  opposite  or  affected  side,  and  that  their 
deposition  was  dependent  on  the  physical  condition 
of  the  lung.  Tbe  explanation  offered  was,  that  in 
one  case,  when  one  long  was  completely  compressed, 
and  thus  spoiled  in  its  office ;  the  other  had  double 
duty  to  perform;  that  this  it  might  be  able  to  do, 
to  a  certain  extent,  but  no  farther.  But  that  under 
unfavourable  circumstances,  the  blood  wpuld  become 
imperfectly  aerated— stagnation  or  detention  occur 
—suppuration  take  place — morbid  secretions  form 
and  tubercles  be  deposited. 

That  in  the  other  ease,  where  tbe  lung  was  only 
partially  compressed,  it  was  in  a  condition  specially 
favourable  to  tubercular  deposition. 

That  the  same  principles  applied  to  the  deposi- 
tion of  tubercles  in  new  membranes,  recent  tissues, 
&c.  &c.  He  concluded  a  rather  lengthened  com- 
munication by  the  expression  of  a  belief  that  the 
causes  of  phthisis  had  not  been  sufficiently  attended 
to— that  not  until  we  observed  more  strictly  the 
causes,  and   then    endeavoured    to    analvze   the 


operation  of  those  causes,  should  we  ever  be  able 
to  realize  that  consummation  "  so  devoutly  to  be 
wished,1*  the  cure  of  phthisis.* 

In  the  discussion  which  followed,  Dr.  Cowan  said, 
that  the  question  of  comparative  liability  of  tbe  right 
and  left  lungs  to  tubercular  deposition  was  yet 
unsettled.  He  did  not  believe  that  the  left  lung 
was  more  active  than  the  right,  nor  that  the  greater 
muscular  exercise  and  development  of  the  right 
side  favoured  the  deposit  of  tubercles.  He  noticed 
the  rarity  of  tubercles  in  emphysematous  conditions, 
and  considered  it  to  be  owing  to  the  lower  state  of 
tbe  system,  to  diminished  aeration.  Tubercles  were 
not  found  in  cold-blooded  animals.  The  use  of 
naphtha  in  phthisis  was  then  discussed,  and  its 
efficacy  denied. 

Nov.  7th.  Dr.  Cowan  narrated  two  cases  of 
acute  phthisis,  in  which  the  lungs  were  found 
universally  studded  with  tubercles.  The  symptoms 
were  at  first  very  obscure. 

Mr.  Harrinson  mentioned  the  case  of  a  child 
sixteen  weeks  old,  quite  healthy  till  five  weeks 
before  death.  The  lungs  and  liver  were  found 
filled  with  tubercles. 

Mr.  Harrinson  read  the  case  of  a  man  who  died 
hemiplegic.  A  cyst,  the  size  of  a  walnut,  was  found 
in  the  left  hemisphere,  which  contained  only  serum. 
Tbe  apex  of  each  lung  presented  a  beautiful  spe- 
cimen of  a  nest  of  tubeicular  deposit. 

Dr.  Cowan  then  made  some  valuable  observa- 
tions on  the  condition  of  the  lung  presented,  and 
stated  that  cases  of  accidental  phthisis,  where  there 
was  no  predisposition,  were  not  to  be  looked  on 
with  the  same  gravity  as  ordinary  cases,  and  that 
tubercles  might  exist  in  certain  individuals  without 
shortening  life. 

Dr.  Cowan  mentioned  the  case  of  a  man  who 
bad  scarlatina,  and  then  diffuse  cellular  inflamma- 
tion of  the  leg  and  arm,  extending  into  tbe  knee 
and  shoulder-joints.  He  died  suddenly.  On  in- 
spection, the  pericardium  was  found  distended 
to  the  utmost.  No  other  visceral  disease.  He 
died  by  syncope.  He  said  it  was  a  curious 
instance  of  a  man  dying  without  any  symptoms 
that  would  lead  you  to  expect  death  so  suddenly, 
though  it  was  evident  he  could  not  recover, 

Mr.  Jeston,  in  the  anasarca  occurring  after  scar* 
latina,  had  used  with  the  greatest  benefit  mercury 
and  nitrate  of  potass,  with  frictions  of  digitalis. 

Dr.  Cowan  brought  forward  the  case  of  a  lady, 
aged  7%  very  corpulent,  who  suffered  extreme  pain 
in  the  right  lumbar  region.  It  recurred  periodi- 
cally, three  times  in  the  day  and  twice  at  night. 
The  legs  and  thighs  were  enormously  swelled. 
General  health  good.  He  asked  what  was  the 
diagnosis?  He  suspected  fibrous  tumour  of  the 
uterus,  in  which  opinion  the  Society  agreed.  Na 
examination  per  vagicam  was  allowed. 

Mr.  Jeston  referred  to  tbe  case  of  a  lady,  aged 

*  This  paper  has  since  been  published  in  foil  la  tbe  Pro- 
vincial Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  June  26. 
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45,  who,  after  each  confinement  or  miscarriage, 
suffered  from  a  most  profuse  watery  discharge 
from  the  uterus.  He  bad  examined  the  fluid  and 
found  it  clear  and  limpid,  with  a  considerable 
quantity  of  saline  matter.  She  was  relieved  by 
opiates. 

Mr.  Walford  narrated  the  case  of  a  patient  who 
applied  to  him  with  stiffness,  uneasiness  about  the 
throat,  &c  An  emetic,  and  some  calomel  at  bed  time, 
were  prescribed.  In  the  night  he  was  found  with 
his  limbs  rigid,  and  apparently  insensible,  and 
remained  in  this  state  ten  minutes.  He  stated  that 
he  was  not  conscious  during  the  fit,  but  had  the 
most  distressing  ideas.  Mr.  Walford  enquired  the 
nature  of  the  attack,  whether  the  calomel  had 
anything  to  do  with  it,  and  how  the  queries  of  an 
assurance  office  were  to  be  answered  ? 

Dr.  Cowan  replied  that  he  did  not  think  the 
calomel  had  anything  to  do  with  it.  That  the 
disease  was  probably  epilepsy  in  a  modified  form, 
produced  by  some  mental  or  bodily  excitement, 
and  that  the  fact  ought  to  be  stated  to  an  insurance 
office,  as  toe  attack  might  recur.  Dr.  Cowan 
asked  the  experience  of  members  as  to  the  effects 
of  emetics  on  the  brain.  Instances  were  related 
where  apoplexy  and  death  had  followed  the  action 
of  emetics. 

Mr.  Vines  stated  the  case  of  a  woman  whom  he 
found  comatose,  with  paralysis  of  the  right  side. 
The  right  arm  was  rigidly  contracted  ou  the  chest, 
but  there  were  no  convulsions.  Treatment  was 
unavailing,  and  she  died  on  the  fifth  day.  On 
inspection,  a  clot  of  blood  was  seen  in  the  right 
ventricle,  and  the  brain  was  found  lacerated  over 
the  ventricle.  - 

Dr.  Cowan  said  the  nature  of  the  symptoms 
sufficiently  explained  the  kind  of  injury.  The  coma 
and  spasm  indicated  haemorrhage  with  laceration 
of  the  brain.  This  case  supported  the  opinion  of  our 
northern  colleagues,  that  muscular  spasm  was  indi- 
cative of  cerebral  laceration. 

Mr.  Taylor  mentioned  the  case  of  a  woman  to 
whom  he  bad  been  called  an  hour  after  delivery. 
She  was  very  faint,  and  he  had  great  difficulty  in 
rousing  her.  The  uterus  was  contracted,  and 
there  was  no  hrsmorrhage.  He  enquired  the 
cause  of  the  syncope.  It  was  thought  by  the 
Society  that  she  was  an  anemic  subject,  and  was 
exhausted  by  the  labour. 

May  8th.  Mr.  May  stated  the  case  of  a  lady, 
who  voided  daily  five  pints  of  urine  of  the  high 
specific  gravity  of  1 040.  It  contained  albumen  with 
a  small  portion  of  sugar ;  urea  absent.  She  was 
treated  with  ipecacuanha,  opium,  and  steel,  and  was 
rapidly  convalescent.  The  case  in  the  first  instance 
exhibited  symptoms  of  uterine  disease.  If  neglected 
it  would  probably  have  pasted  on  to  intractable 
diabetes. 

June  5th.  Dr.  Cowan  related  a  case  of  spinal 
irritation,  characterized  by  a  peculiar  spasmodic 
cough. 


This  concludes  the  series  of  communications.  I 
shall  now  proceed  to  give  a  condensed  analysts  of 
the  morbid  specimens,  and  adapting  the  plan  of  my 
predecessors,  begin  whh  those  of  the  ' 

OSSEOUS   SYSTEM. 

1.  Mr.  May.  A  scrofulous  knee  joint,  re- 
moved by  amputation,  from  a  boy  aged  II  years, 
in  an  advanced  state  of  ulceration* 

DISEASES   OF  THE  BBAIN. 

2.  Dr.  Woodhouse.  Two  small  tumours  found 
in  the  substance  of  the  cerebellum  of  a  man.  Tile 
brain  was  generally  soft  and  the  ventricles  dis- 
tended with  fluid.     He  died  paralytic. 

DISEASES  AND  ABNORMAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 
HEART  AND   GREAT  VESSELS. 

3.  Dr.  Cowan.  The  valvular  apparatus  of  the 
heart  of  one  of  our  late  members.  His  case  was 
singular  and  very  obscure.  There  was  a  bellows 
sound  over  the  aortic  orifice.  On  inspection, 
the  pericardium  was  found  universally  adherent. 
This  condition  was  not  indicated  during  life. 
Aortic  valves  thickened.  There  was  a  fibrinous 
pouch -co  one- of  toe  valves. 

4.  Dr.  Woodhouse.  A  heart  taken  from  a 
woman,  aged  71*  who  died  of  apoplexy.  The 
foramen  ovale  was  patulous  to  a  considerable 
extent — about  half  an  inch ;  the  valvular  portion 
of  the  septum  auricalorum  unusually  large.  There 
were  no  symptoms  during  Hie*  as  lividity  of  coun- 
tenance, deficient  nutrition,  &c,  to  indicate  such  a 
condition. 

Dr.  Cowan  thought  the  valvular  apparatus  suffi- 
ciently perfect  to  prevent  an  admixture  of  the 
blood  of  either  auricle.  The  opening  was  .unusually 
large,  but  probably  somewhat  magnified  in  the 
putting  up  of  the  preparation, 

5.  Mr.  Harrinson.  A  bony  spieakim  found  in  a 
false  membrane  between  the  pleura  costahs  and 
pulmonalis  of  a  man,  who  had  been  asthmatic  from 
birth.  The  lungs  were  cedetaaictia?  emphysema, 
tons  at  the  upper  part.  The  right  side  of  die  heart 
was  much  hypertrophied  and  dilated ;  pulmonary 
artery  also  much  enlarged.  No  valvular  disease. 
This  condition  of  (he  heart  was  evidently  the 
result  of  the  disease  of  the  lungs. 

Dr.  Cowan  mentioned  the  case  of  a  man  who 
had  a  similar  disease  of  the  lungs,  with  general 
anasarca.  He  bad  great  oppression  of  respi- 
ration, and  death  seemed  inevitable.  Half  a  grain 
of  elaterium  with  one  grain  of  calomel  was  given. 
In  a  few  hours  violent  vomiting  with  catharsis 
ensued,  copious  diuresis  occurred,  and  he  was 
instantly  relieved. 

6.  Dr.  Cowan.  A  portion  of  the  abdominal 
aorta  of  a  woman,  who  had  suffered  from  extreme 
neuralgia  of  the  abdomen.  It  was  relieved  by 
narcotics,  but  recurred  at  intervals.  The  only 
thing  found  was  an  ossified  condition  of  the  inner 
membrane  of  the  abdominal  aorta.    Whether  this 
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'  -r^  the  cause  of  the  neuralgia  it  was  difficult  to  say. 

The  spine  was  not  examined. 
/  '  7A'Mr.  llarrinsori.    The  heart  of  a  child  aged 
two  years  and  two  months.    It  was  observed  to  be 
cyanosed  within  a  abort  period  from  its  birth.    Its 
'  breathing  was  always  short  and  its  heart  palpitating. 
It  remained  weak,  never  able  to  walk,  and  always 
.  cold.    The  blueness  of  the  skin  was  increased  by 
any  excitement,  as  crying,  &&    It  died  from  the 
superyaation  of  pneumonia.  After  death  both  lungs 
,  were  found  nearly  universally  carmfiod.   The  right 
.  side  of  the  heart  was  enormously  distended  with  clots 
and  fibrine ;  auricle  and  ventricle  greatly  enlarged. 
The  anricub-ventricular  orifice  was  so  much  en- 
larged or  dilated  as  to  annihilate  the  functions  of  the 
valves.    The  pulmonary  artery  was  greatly  dilated ; 
the  ductus  arteriosus   impervious.     On   the  left 
side  :  the  auricle  was  very  small ;  the  foramen  ovale 
open,  its  edges  rounded ;  no  valvular  apparatus;  the 
auricula  absent.    No  appearance  of  the  entrance, 
after  a  very  careful  examination,  of  any  pulmonary, 
veins.    Ventricle  very  small.    The  circulation  must 
nave  been  very  peculiar,  and  tracing  it  from  Ike 
right  auricle,  it  would  appear  thai  a>fM*ttonof  blood 
would  escape  into  the  left  auriotcv  ventricle,  aorta, 
and  general  circulation  in  the  usual  way ;  but  that 
the  greater  portion  would  passinto  the  rigftt  ven- 
tricle, the  pulmonary  artery,  and  lungs,  as  usual; 
that  it  would  then  be  returned  by  the  pulmonary 
veins  into  either  the  vena  azygos,  or  into  the 
superior  cava,  more  probably  the  latter,  and  then 
into  the  right  auricle.    There  would  thus  be  in  the 
right  auricle  a  mixture  of  arterial  and  venous  blood, 
and  this  mixture  it  would  be  which,  passing  to  the 
left  side,  alone  ministered  to  the  wants  of  the 
body,  in  this  manner  accounting  for  its  peculiar 
appearance  and  its  imperfect  development    The 
circulation  would  be  carried  on  nearly  indepen- 
dently of  the  left  side  of  the  heart,  approaching 
the  dicsslious  heart,  as  described  by  Hunter, 

It  was  considered  by  the  Society  a  deviation 
exceedingly  Tare.  It  is  much  to  be  -regretted,  that 
the  termination  of  the  pulmonary  veins  was  not 
demonstrated.  The  heart  was  taken  away  for 
future  examination,  and  the  anomaly  not  disco- 
vercd  till  too  late. 


PRACTICAL  OBSERVATIONS  ON   NECROSIS 

IN  THE  LONG  BONES. 

By  W.  S.  Oxa,  M.D.,  Southampton. 
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DISEASES   OF  THE  LUNGS, 

S.  Mr.  Watford.  A  portion  of  inflamed  lung 
taken  from  a  cbUd  aged  17  daye>  who  two  days 
before  death  had  been  seized  with.,  convulsions, 
whicji  recurred  three  or  four  times.      . 

9-  Afr.  Walfcrd.  A  specimen  of  hepatixed  lung 
taken  from  a  child  dying  from  acute  pneumonia. 

(7b  be  conefuded  invur  nan.) 


It  is  my  intention  on  the  present  occasion  to  say  a 
very  few  words  on  the  nature  and  treatment  of  necrosis, 
when  it  takes  place  in  the  internal  part  of  the  shaft  of 
the  long  bones. 

Although  that  celebrated  surgeon,  the  late  Mr. 
William  Hey,  of  Leeds,  has  handed  down  to  us  in  his 
"  Practical  Observations  in  Surgery,"  some  valuable 
remarks  and  directions  on  this  subject,  it  appears  to 
me,  from  his  observations  having  been  either  over- 
looked or  disregarded,  that  this  disease  does  not  meet, 
from  the  majority  of  surgeons,  with  the  attention  it 
deserves,  nor  the  treatment  it  requires ;  and,  conse- 
quently, that  very  many  of  these  cases  are  allowed  to 
go  on  month  after  month,  year  after  year,  without  any 
real  effort  being  made  to  remedy  them,  till  at  length, 
from  the  long  continuance  and  increase  of  the  disease, 
amputation  is  often  resorted  to  as  the  only  means  left 
of  curing,  or  rather  getting  rid  of  it,  whilst,  at  the 
onset  of  the  case,  an  easy  and  safe  operation  migat 
have  been  adopted  that  would  have  prevented  so  serious 
a  result. 

When,  from  whatever  cause,  a  portion  of  the  internal 
structure  of  a  bone  becomes  disorganised,  and  loses  its 
vitality,  a  curative  process  is  at  once  set  up  by  the  sur- 
rounding sound  parts,  deep-seated,  severe,  and  con- 
tinued pain  is  felt  in  the  bone  affected,  depriving  the 
sufferer  of  his  rest,  and  making  sad  havoc  with  his 
general  health. 

The  surgeon  examines  the  limb  again  and  again, 
searching  for  some  deep-seated  abscess,  but  he  finds 
none.  Leeches,  fomentations,  and  cataplasms  are 
applied  without  effecting  any  mitigation  of  the  pain; 
and  the  only  remedy  which  affords  some  degree  of 
relief,  are  repeated  doses  of  laudanum. 

After  a  while  the  periosteum  is  thickened,  and  the 
shaft  of  the  bone  becomes  sore  under  pressure,  and 
enlarged  by  the  deposit  of  new  bony  matter  around  the 
dead  or  disorganised  part.  At  length  a  small  abscess 
is  felt  under  the  integuments,  which  makes  its  way 
through  them,  and  gives  relief  to  the  patient. 

Upon  a  careful  examination  the  abscess  is  found 
to  communicate  through  an  opening  in  the  new  bone, 
which  is  like  the  perforation  of  a  gimlet,  with  the 
cavity  in  which  the  sequestrum  lies.  If  the  brant  end 
of  a  probe  be  bent  at  an  obtuse  angle,  and  introduced 
through  the  perforation,  we  shall  be  enabled  to  ascer- 
tain the  directions  which  the  cavity  takes ;  and  by 
turning  its  blunt  extremity  upwards,  supposing  the 
limb  to  tie  horizontally,  we  shall  at  once  bring  it  into 
contact  with  the  bony  roof  of  the  cavity,  which  is,  in 
fact,  the  internal  surface  of  the  new  bone. 

We  are  thus  made  acquainted  with  the  true  state  of 
the  case,  viz.,  that  disorganization  had  taken  place  in  a 
portion  of  the  internal  structure  of  the  bone ;  that 
suppuration  had  necessarily  followed ;  and  that  the  new 
hbne,  deposited  arotand  the  dead  portion,  had  been  per- 
forated in  order  first  to  evacuate  the  matter,  and 
secondly,  the  opening  having  been  gradually  enlarged, 
to  allow  of  the  sequestrum  being  thrown  off. 

This  is  precisely  what  takes  place  in  the  soft  parts, 
when  there  is  loss  of  vitality  in  some  portion  of  the 
subcutaneous  cellular  tissue.    Here  we  have  severe 
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pain,  throbbing,  redness,  and  thickening  of  the  integu- 
ments, and  suppuration  beneath  them,  when,  as  it 
were,  all  at  once  a  small  opening  takes  place  through 
the  integuments,  which  discbarges  a  foetid  matter,  and' 
gradually  along  with  it,  the  sloughs  of  the  tissue. 

Necrosis  is  more  frequently  met  with  in  children 
and  young  persons ;  and  the  tibia  is  most  commonl 
the  seat  of  the  disease.  The  other  cylindrical  bones 
are  also  sometimes  similarly  involved. 

In  the  treatment  of  these  cases,  the  indication  clearly 
is  to  enlarge  the  aperture,  in  order  to  remove  the  seques- 
trum* The  sooner  this  is  done  the  better.  We  shall  be 
justified  in  doing  it  even  before  any  natural  opening 
has  been  formed,  provided  we  are  confident  as  to  the 
nature  and  situation  of  the  disease,  upon  the  same 
principle  that  we  are  called  upon  to  cut  through 
aponeurotic  texture,  for  the  outlet  of  pus  confined 
beneath  it ;  but  if  we  are  not  sufficiently  certain  of  our 
diagnosis,  (and  this  will  generally  be  our  position,)  we 
are  to  wait  till  the  bone  has  been  naturally  perforated — 
no  longer,  because,  if  we  permit  the  disease  to  go  on 
without  enlarging  the  opening,  the  bone,  from  being 
constantly  exposed  to  the  matter  accumulated  in  the 
cavity,  will  probably  become  more  extensively  disor- 
ganised, and  the  result  will  be,  that  instead  of  being 
able  to  remove  the  disease  by  one  perforation  of  the 
trephine,  we  shall  be  under  the  necessity  of  making 
several  more. 

As  soon,  then,  as  a  cavity  in  the  internal  structure 
of  a  bone  is  discovered,  for  example  of  the  tibia,  the 
limb  being  laid  upon  a  pillow  and  firmly  steadied  at 
the  knee  and  ankle,  a  conical  incision  is  to  be  made 
through  the  orifice  of  the  abscess  down  to  the  bone, 
and  sufficiently  long  to  allow  the  integuments  to  be 
dissected  up,  and  the  bone  laid  bare  as  far  as  the  dis- 
ease extends,  which  can  generally  be  determined  by 
the  morbid  condition  of  the  periosteum,  and  by  our 
exploration  of  the  cavity  below.  If  there  be  more 
than  one  aperture  in  the  bone,  the  dissection  is  to  be 
continued  till  the  whole  of  them  be  fairly  exposed. 

Should  we  find  only  one,  and  that  leading  to  a 
transverse  or  very  limited  cavity,  the  removal  of  a 
single  circle  of  bone  might  be  sufficient,  which  is  to 
be  sawed  out  by  a  moderately-sized  conical  trephine, 
cutting  at  its  side  as  well  as  at  its  extremity ;  hot  if  the 
cavity  be  found  to  extend  longitudinally  down  the  shaft, 
or.  if  there  be  several  openings,  then  so  many  circles  are 
to  be  sawed  out  as  the  extent  of  the  disease  shall 
require.  The  intervening  bridges  of  bone  may  be 
removed  by  Hey's  saw,  or,  what  is  better,  they  may 
be  cat  out  by  a  small  chissel,  and  the  gentle  stroke  of 
•  mallet. 

The  cavity  being  freely  exposed,  the  sequestrum,  if 
loose,  is  to  be  removed  at  once;  if  not,  it  must  be 
left  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  natural  process. 

If  the  cavity  consist  of  carious  bone,  which  will 
sometimes  be  the  case,  the  diseased  surface  of  the 
cavity  should  be  cleared  away  by  a  sharp  gouge,  after 
the  manner  recommended  by  Mr.  Hey. 

We  shall  occasionally  find  that  the  cavity  contains 
a  sequestrum,  extending  to  a  considerable  length,  both 
above  and  below  the  aperture,  which,  therefore,  cannot 
be  extracted  through  it.  Under  these  circumstances 
the  sequestrum  is  to  be  cut  across  in  the  open  space 
we  have  made,  which  will  enable  us  to  draw  out  first 
que  end  and  then  the  other.    This  was  done  in  the 


following  case,  successfully  treated  J^myself.aome 
years  ago. 

A  fine  young  man,  21  years  of  age,  consulted  me 
Tor  a  severe  pain  of  the  upper  third  of  the  right  arm, 
which  he  attributed  to  rheumatism  from  cold.  It  was 
treated  accordingly,  but  without  any  good  effect,  and 
it  soon  became  evident  that  the  disease  was  of  a  much 
more  serious  nature. 

The  pain  continued;  was  more  and  more  severe, 
and  required  frequent  doses  of  the  tincture  of  opium 
for  its  alleviation.  The  bone  was  soon  observed  to  be 
enlarged  and  the  muscles  attenuated.  After  several 
weeks  a  small  abscess  was  discovered  on  the  external 
surface  of  the  arm  at  about  the  insertion  of  the  deltoid 
muscle,  when  the  severity  of  the  pain  subsided. 

Upon  examination,  the  abscess  was  found  to  com- 
municate with  a  cavity  in  the  internal  structure  of  the 
shaft  of  the  bone;  and  as  there  was  no  prospect  of  a 
cure  by  the  natural  efforts,  a  conical  incision  was  made 
through  the  orifice  of  the  abscess  down  to  the  perios- 
teum, and  the  soft  parts  sufficiently  dissected  up  to 
allow  of  the  action  of  the  trephine.  Three  circles  of  a 
thick  bony  case  were  sawed  out,  and  the  opening  com- 
pleted by  Hey's  saw.  This  brought  into  view  a 
sequestrum  extending  both  above  and  below  the  open- 
ing, the  extreme  length  of  which  could  not  be  deter- 
mined by  a  common  feobej  and  which  of  course  could 
not  be  directed.  It  therefore  became  necessary  to  cut 
it  across*  and  by  sa  doing,  J  was  enabled  to  extract 
the  two  ends,  which.!  when,  joined  together,  were  found 
to  coreespond  in  length,  with  (he  entire  shaft  of  the 
humerus. 

Upon  examining  the  eanityof  the  new.  bone,  from 
which  the  sequestrum  had  been  extracted,  it  was  found 
to  have,  a  smooth  surface.  The  integuments  ware  maw 
laid  down  and  covered  by  a  poultice.  The  wound  was 
afterwards  treated  with  simple  dressings,  and  lastly 
with  strips  of  adhesive  plaster. 

Under  this  treatment  the  case  progressed  most 
favourably.  The  cavity  gradually  became  consolidated 
by  bony  deposit;  and  the  young  man  completely 
recovered :  the  humerus,  however,  remained  flattened 
where  it  had  been  perforated  by  the  trephine. 
J  During  the  performance  of  the  operation  an  inte- 
resting circumstance  occurred,  which  I  think  is  worthy 
of  being  recorded* 

In  cutting  down  through  the  muscles,  the  musculo- 
cutaneous nerve  was  unavoidably  divided,  which  occa- 
sioned the  instantaneous  dropping  of  the  hsnd.  Tins 
appeared  at  first  to  be  an  unfortunate  result,  as  it  was 
feared  it  might  occasion  the  permanent  loss  of  the 
hand,  and  deprive  hiss  of  the  power  of  writing,  for  he 
could  use  his  pen  tolerably  well. 

To  make  up  for  so  serious  a  deprivation  in  some 
degree,  as  soon  as  the  state  of  the  right  arm  would 
admit  of  it,  he  was  sent  to  a  schoolmaster  to  be  taught 
to  write  with  bis  left  hand,  which  in  about  four  months 
he  accomplished ;  but  at  the  end  of  this  time  I  was 
gratified  to  observe  a  returning  power  In  the  right  hand. 
Hie  power  gradually  increased ;  and  in  the  course  of  a 
few  weeks  he  completely  regained  its  use,  and  thus  was 
enabled  to  write  with  both  hands. 

This  was  an  important  feet  in  physiology,  inasmuch 
as  it  snowed  that  the  trunk  of  a  nerve,  though  it  be 
divided,  and  its  ends  kept  apart  for  a  considerable 
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time,  migfit  eventually  unite,  and  regain  its  normal 
function*.  -     ''',"^        • J  '    •  ' 
'  fhWe  treated  several  dtfcer  cases  of  tjecroWs-^moet 
of'  titan 'in  the  tibia— 4n  the  manner  nlfove  tecom- 
mended,  and  always  with  success. 
Srifetanpton,  idly  11, 1844. 


CASE  OF  SPONTANEOUS  RUPTURE  OF  THE 

UTERUS. 

1    fey  W.  Arnold,  M.D.,  Kingston*,  Jamaica.  ' 

The  following  remarks  were  made  by  Dr.  Henriques, 
who  was  first  called  to  the  patient  on  the  20th  of 
November,  1842 : — 

.  Mrs.  Brown,  a  black  woman,  about  35  years  of  age, 
plethoric,  of  leuco-phlegznatic  temperament,  remark- 
ably fat,  is  the  mother  of  several  children ;  in  giving 
birth  to  them  she  invariably  suffered,  and  indeed  was 
ill  prior  and  subsequent  to  delivery. 

At  ten  o'clock  this  morning,  whilst  at  breakfast,  she 
was  suddenly  seized  with  uterine  pains',  by  no  means 
severe,  and  these  pains  ceased  as  suddenly*  bat  were 
succeeded  by  nausea,  continued  syncope,,  and  uterine 
haemorrhage.    She  was  at  the  full  term  of  gestation. 

She  was  entirely  free  from  pain  Von 'the  arrival  of 
Br.  Henriques  she  complained  however  of  great  weak- 
ness. Several  clots  of  blood  were  taken  from  the 
vagina,  but  no  active  haemorrhage  existed  at  the  time ; 
the  neck  of  the  uterus  was'  soft,  and  dilated  only  to 
admit  the  introduction  of  the  littfe  finger;  the  pulse 
full,  but  easily  compressed.  Imagining  that  internal 
hemorrhage  was  going  on,  she  was  bled,  and  took  an 
opiate.  Two  hours  after,  upon  examination,  she  was 
found  precisely  in  the  same  state  ;  the  fulness  of  the 
pulse  somewhat  diminished,  and  the  disposition  to 
syncope  more  prolonged.  Large  doses  of  the  secale 
cornutum  were  given,  but  this  powerful  medicine  pro- 
duced no  effect. 

At  nine,  p.m.,  there  were  evident  signs  of  sinking, 
without  any  appreciable  cause.  No  pain,  no  haemor- 
rhage, no  further  dilatation. 

It  was  agreed  to  have  a  consultation,  and  I  received 
a  note  from  Dr,  Henriques  requesting  me  to  meet 
him. 

The  patient  was  lying  in  a  quiescent  state,  free  from 
pain  ;  the  pulse  weak,  about  100;  she  replied  to  ques- 
tions, but  nothing  satisfactory  was  elicited. 

We  agreed  in  the  propriety  of  effecting  delivery  by 
forcibly  dilating  the  uterus,  which  did  not  permit  of  a 
free  examination,  although  I  brought  away  one  or  two 
clots  of  blood,  which  nearly  filled  the  vagina.  Internal 
haemorrhage  was  unquestionable,  although  not  active, 
delivery  at  this  juncture  was  evidently  impracticable. 
Br.  Henriques  proposed  to  try  the  effect  of  belladonna, 
with  the  view  to  dilatation,  and  to  await  one  or  two  hours. 
At  twelve  o'clock  the  uterus  admitted  of  a  free  exa- 
mination, and  delivery  by  turning  was  effected ;  the 
placenta  was  extracted  entire,  and  what  was  equally 
surprising  to  us  both,  not  a  single  drop  of  blood  was 
lost,  if  we  except  one  or  two  clots  taken  away  just 
before  the  birth. 
She  died  at  three  in  the  morning,  without  a  struggle. 
Post-mortem  examination  about  noon  on  the  21st. 
A  triangular  incision  was  made  in  the  hypogastric 
region  i  in  this  incision  the  abdominal  parietes  were 
comprised,  and  on  turning  downwards  the   angular 


flap,  the  uterus  was  brought  into  view.  Here  was 
presented  to  us  a  scene  as  unexpected  as  it  was  extra- 
ordinary ;  immense  clots  of  blood  surrounded  the) 
uterus,  filling  up  the  whole  abdominal  cavity,  the 
removal  of  which  enabled  us  to  lift  the  uterus,  and 
now  it  was  that  we  discovered  an  extensive  rupture  on 
the  posterior  surface. 

The  uterus  was  accordingly  dissected  out,  and  care- 
fully examined,  its  texture  appeared  unusually  soft, 
the  mucous  surface  bore  evident  traces  of  wnaauna- 
tory  action  at  different  points,  and  the  external  serous 
covering  also  presented  erysipelatous  discolouration. 

RBMARK8. 

This  case  is  novel  and  extraordinary :— first,  because 
the  rupture  appeared  to  be  the  result  of  inflammatory 
action,  which  gave  no  pain  except  that  described  when 
the  injury  took  place,  which  pain  voa*  considered  the 
premonitory  pain  of  approaching  labour;  secondly, 
because  softening  of  the  uterine  tissue  is  very  rare  ; 
thirdly,  because  the  foetus  and  placenta  maintained 
their  positions  instead  of  escaping  into  the  abdominal 
cavity. 

Kingston,  Jamaica,  May  7, 1844. 


CASE  OP  INVERSIO  UTERI. 
By  William  Joseph  Squawk,  Esq.,  Surgeon  to  the 
South  Devon  and  East  Cornwall  Hospital,  to  the 
Plymouth  Eye  Infirmary,  &c. 

to  the  editor  of  the  provincial  medical  akf> 
surgical  journal. 
Sir, 

In  accordance  with  a  request,  expressed  by  Mr. 
Crosse  in  a  late  number  of  your  Journal,  I  beg  to 
forward  to  you  a  case  of  inversion  of  the  uterus, 
which  will  probably  be  interesting  to  some  of  your 
readers. 

On  the  14th  of  February,  1840, 1  was  summoned  in 
naste  to  Mrs.  D.,  a  powerful  woman,  having  a  large 
pelvis,  who  was  delivered  on  the  3d  of  the  month,  of 
twin  children.  She  had  been  attended  by  Mr.  — , 
who  stated  that  her  labour,  (her  first  one,)  had  been 
perfectly  natural,  and  completed  in  an  hour  and  a 
quarter  after  he  first  visited  her,  that  the  placentas 
were  expelled  with  very  trifling  manual  assistance, 
just  sufficient  to  disengage  them  from  the  vagina, 
and  that  their  expulsion  was  followed  by  a  very  small 
quantity  of  blood,  certainly  not  more  than  three  or 
four  ounces.  This  statement  accorded  in  every  parti- 
cular, with  that  of  the  patient  and  her  friends. 

For  eight  days  she  remained  in  bed,  and  was  quite 
well.  On  the  evening  of  the  eighth  day  she  dressed, 
and  sat  up,  and  while  in  the  sitting  posture  expe- 
rienced a  trifling  uterine  haemorrhage.  Two  days 
afterwards,  while  sitting  up,  this  was  repeated,  and  to 
a  larger  amount. 

To-night,  she  bad  lost  about  a  quart  of  florid  blood. 
On  my  arrival  she  was  seated  on  a  chair,  feeble,  and 
very  pale.  I  caused  her  to  be  placed  in  bed,  and 
covered  her  with  the  sheet  only.  I  then  made  firm 
pressure  on  the  abdomen  with  a  pad  and  bandage,  and 
ordered  one  scruple  of  secale  cornutum,  infused  in 
boiling  water,  to  be  taken  every  two  hours. 

15th.  The  haemorrhage  has  ceased.  A  sanguineo- 
serous  discharge  continues.  She  presents  the  ordinary 
constitutional  symptoms  of  a  large  loss  of  blood. 


INVERTED  UTERUS. 


351 


■v   rO-  V> 


'  u   ^iVjG^v* 


Bowels  confined.   Ordered  : — a  draught  of  sulphate  of 
magnesia  in  compound  infusion  of  rotes. 

17th.  No  recurrence  of  haemorrhage.  Vaginal  dis- 
'Charge  greenish  and  scanty.    Arrow-root  diet. 

Mth.  6§p.m.  Within  the  last  ten  minutes  she  has 
lost  about  a  pint  of  florid  blood.  She  in  pale  and 
gasping ;  the  pnlse  feeble  and  intermittent.  I  threw 
open  the  windows,  gave  her  a  glass  of  cold  water, 
applied  vinegar  and  water  to  the  pubes,  and  gave  her 
a  scruple  of  the  secale  cornutum,  infused  in  boiling 
water,  as  soon  as  prepared. 

10$  p.m.    The  flooding  has  quite  ceased.  To  repeat 
she  dose  of  secale  cornutum  every  two  hours. 
.    21st.  No   further  haemorrhage.    Vaginal  discharge, 
reddish  serum.     Great  exhaustion.     Arrow-root  and 
sago  diet. 

24th.  While  at  stool,  a  tremendous  gush  of  blood 
poured  from  the  vagina.  She  instantly  fainted,  and 
sank  into  a  state  of  profound  exhaustion. 

On  vaginal  examination,  a  tumour  rather  larger 
than  a  ben's  egg,  and  very  similar  in  shape,  was  dis- 
covered at  the  upper  part  of  the  vagina.  This 
tumour  is  sensitive,  regular  on  its  surface,  and 
not  embraced  by  the  os  uteri.  My  partner,  Mr, 
Rendle,  who  now  saw  her  for  the  first  time,  agreed 
with  me  in  believing  it  to  be  an  inverted  uterus*  We 
both  attempted  its  reduction,  but  with  great  care,  and, 
as  was  reasonable  to  expect,  failed  to  accomplish  our 
purpose.    Ordered : — 

Tincture  of  opium       ....    45  minims. 
Tincture  of  sesqui-chloride  of  iron  2  drachms. 

Water       12  ounces. 

To  take  an  ounce  every  four  hours. 

Two  ounces  of  cold  water  to  be  injected  into  the 
rectum  night  and  morning  Beef  tea  and  arrow-root 
diet. 

25th.  Vaginal  discharge  scanty  and  reddish.  Is  more 
comfortable  ;  believes  she  shall  recover.  Continue  the* 
remedies. 

From  this  period,  the  uterine  haemorrhage  ceased, 
and  she  gradually  recovered  her  usual  healthy  appear- 
ance.  One  of  her  children  died  soon  after  its  birth. 
She  suckled  the  other  in  April,  1841,  when  I  last  saw 
her.  She  was  then  a  very  robust  active  woman,  and 
was,  and  had  been  free  from  any  vaginal  discharge  for 
eleven  or  twelve  months. 

Anxious  to  know  her  history,  I  have  lately  made 
-many  enquiries  about  her,  but  I  cannot  discover  her 
present  residence.  I  never  instituted  a  vaginal  examina- 
tion since  the  latter  end  of  February,  1840,  and  in  fact 
never  requested  it,  fearing  that  she  might  make  such 
^enquiries  about  her  previous  illness,  as  might  involve 
the  reputation  of  the  gentleman  who  attended  her 
accouchement. 

REMARKS. 

The  early  history  of  this  case  is  very  dissimilar  to 
that  of  most  instances  of  inversion  of  the  uterus.  No 
.profuse  haemorrhage  succeeded  the  expulsion  of  the 
placenta,  and  it  commenced  many  days  after  parturi- 
tion. In  consequence,  inversion  was  not  suspected  until 
the  haemorrhage  had  been  twice  or  thrice  repeated. 
Her  continuous  good  health,  and  the  absenceof  vaginal 
^discharge  for  more  than  twelve  months,  singularly  con- 
trast with  the  usual  conn«  ef  the  disease,  and  can  c^ly 
receive  an  attempt  at  explanation,  by  the  supposition 
that   during  lactation   the  uterus  is   comparatively 


inactive,  and  not  so  prone  to  discbarges,  as  when  it  is 
periodically  excised  by  menstruation. ,. .Should  I^ever 
meet- with  this  patient  again,  I  will  report  her  luajtory 
either  in  this  Journal  or  to  Mr.  Qroase  himself*  .  v 
WM. .  JOSEPH.  SWAM. 
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The  inquiry  into  the  cause  of  death  in  the  case  of 
a  young  boy,  who  had  been  taking  phosphorus, 
which  is  reported  ia  the  Journal  for  this  week,  is 
one  of  much  interest. '  The  medicinal  employment 
of  the  deleteripus,sulptaj)ce  to  which  the  fetal  event 
was  suspected  to  be  owing,  is  now,  from  the 
extreme  uncertainty  and  danger  of  its  operation, 
rarely  had  recourse  to;  while  the  recorded  instances 
in  which  phosphorus  hat  been  given  or  taken  in 
poisonous  doses,  are  so  few  as  to  require  close 
eimminatkro  into  the  cirjmjnatances  of  any  case  of 
injury  which  may  occur  from  it*  use,  before  a 
definite  opinion  can  be  formed  as  to  the  actual 
agency  which  it  may  have  had  in  producing  fatal 
or  hurtful  effects. 

There  is  no  question  but  that  phosphorus  in  large 
doses  must  act  as  a  highly,  corrosive  poison.  In 
the  experiments  upon  animals  performed  by  Orfila, 
Worbe,  and  others,  with  this  substance,  this  fact  is 
fully  established.  Dissolved  in.  oil,  and  injected 
into  the  veins,  it  produced  death  in  a  very  short 
time;  and  when  introduced  into  the  stomach  it 
caused  effects,  varying  according  to  the  state  of 
division  in  which  it  was  given,  but  which  always 
resulted,  in  a  longer  or  shorter  time,  in  a  fatal 
termination. 

The  general  inferences  which  Orfila  deduced 
from  his  experiments  with  this  substance  are,  that 
internally  administered,  it  proves  fatal  by  causing 
inflammation,  more  or  less  intense,  of  different 
parts  of  the  intestinal  tube,  and  that  if  intense  it 
occasions  a  sympathetic  lesion  of  the  nervous 
system  ;  that  it  is  by  the  generation  of  the  corrosive 
acids  of  phosphorus,  by  its  combination  with  the 
oxygen  of  the  air  in  the  stomach  and  intestines,  that 
it  produces  these  effects  ;  that  in  the  solid  form,  the 
phosphorus,  by  combining  with  the  ojygen  of  the 
air  in  the  intestinal  canal,  becomes  covered  wiii  $ 
layer  of  phosphatic  acid;  that  the  presence'  of 
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alimentary  matters  impedes  the  corrosive  action  of 


the  poison,  and  that  when  previously  dissolved  in  *  *W<*  *""*  an  alliaceous  odour,  and  on  the  seventh 


oil,  the  effects  are  more  rapid*  and  the  animal  dies 
frightfully  convulsed. 

These  inferences  are  continued   by  those  of 

Giulio,  of  Turin,  and  closely,  correspond  with 

-wfcet  has  been  observed  •  in  the  human  subject, 

where  phosphorus  has  been  taken  so  as  to  prove 

the  cause  of  death. 

A  young  man,  aged  28,  swallowed  half  agrain  of 
phosphorus,  mixed  with  very  hot  water.  Feeling  no 
effect,  he  took  three  days  after  a  grain  and  a  half  in 
the  same  vehicle  at  a  single  dose.  He  breakfasted 
almost  immediately  after,  and  experienced  no  remark- 
ablesymptom  till  five  o'clock,  when  he  had  no  sooner 
swafiowed  some  food  than  he  complained  of  vie 
lent  pains  in  the  stomach  and  belly,  soon  followed 
by  incessant  and  painful  vomiting,  and  abundant 
discbarges  from  the  bowels  during  the  night.  The 
next  day  there  were  violent  contractions  of  the 
beQy,  emollient  injections  producing  neither  excre- 
tions nor  relief.  It  was  not  until  the  end  of  a 
'  week  that  he  applied  for  relief  to  M.  Worbe,  who 
reports  the  case,  and  communicated  the  circum- 
stances of  his  attack.  The  epigastrium  was  then 
extremely  painful  to  the  touch,  the  abdomen  very 
tense,  its  muscles  strongly  contracted,  and  he  was 
unable  to  continue  out  of  the  horizontal  posture ; 
'his  features  had  an  expression  of  sadness,  lan- 
guor, and  wavering;  his  eyes  were  heavy,  and 
the  conjunctiva  and  skin  yellow.  At  ten 
p.m.,  he  became  delirious,  convulsed,  and  un- 
manageable, but  carried  his  hands  instinctively 
to  the  epigastric  region,  and  on  the  following 
day  his  condition  became  hourly  worse ;  the  urine 
escaped  involuntarily ;  the  alvine  discbarges  became 
frequent  and  copious,  with  flabbiness  of  the 
muscles ;  the  pulsations  of  the  heart  became  weak, 
and  at  the  wrist  were  no  longer  perceptible  ;  the 
skin,  now  intensely  yellow,  was  covered  with  a 
cold  sweat,  most  abundant  on  the  forehead,  the 
extremities  became  cold,  and  death  took  place  at 
three  in  the  morning  of  the  second  day  of  his 
.  application  to  M.  Worbe. 

The  particulars  of  the  foregoing  case  are  quoted 
in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 
vol.  28,  from  the  Memoires  de  la  Societe  Medicale 
d'Emulation.  Dr.  Christison  refers  to  two  other 
cases.  In  one  of  these,  related  by  M.  Julia 
Fontenelle,  in  which  the  subject,  an  apothecary, 
after  taking  in  one  day  first  a  single  grain,  and 
then  two  grains  of  phosphorus,  without  experiencing 
any  particular  effects,  swallowed  next  day  three 
grains  at  once  in  syrup.  In  the  evening  he  felt 
generally  uneasy,  from  a  sense  of  pressure  in  the 
telly,  which  continued  for  three  days ;  he  was  then 


seized  with  violent  continual  vomiting,  of  a  matter 


day  had  spasms,  delirium,  and  palsy  of  the  left 
hand,  and  death  speedily  ensued*  In  the  other, 
related  by  Dr.  Flacbsland,  of  Carlsruhe,  the  quan- 
tity of  the  poison  was  not  ascertained,  the  patient, 
a  young  man,  taking  it  on  bread  and  butter,  at  the 
instance  of  a  quack.  The  symptoms  were  violent  pain  • 
in  the  stomach,  contioual  vomiting,  and  discharge 
by  clysters  of  small  fragments  of  phosphorus,  disco- 
vered by  their  shining  in  the  dark,  and  subse- 
quently, by  the  appearance  of  burnt  spots  on  the 
bed*linen,  death  occurring  in  forty  hours. 

The  morbid  appearances  both  in  M.  Worbe's,  and 
in  Dr.  Flachsland's  case,  were  such  as  were  to  be 
expected  from  the  action  of  a  mineral  acid. 

There  is  a  remarkable  accordance  in  these  cases,, 
and  in  the  experiments  performed  on  animals  with 
this  substance,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  its 
effects,  both  in  the  primary  symptoms  of  irritant 
poisoning,  extending  throughout  the  whole 
intestinal  canal,  and  in  the  secondary  affection  of 
the  nervous  system.  To  apply  these  observations 
to  the  elucidation  of  the  Sheffield  case,  it  will  be 
remarked  that,  from  the  18th  of  Mar  to  the  5th  of 
June,  the  boy  was  taking  pills  twice  or  three  times 
daily,  each  pill  containing  about  one-third  of  a  grain 
of  phosphorus,  and  consequently  in  that  period  be 
must  have  swallowed  from  ten  or  twelve  to  sixteen 
grains.  From  the  5th  of  June  to  the  12th  or  13th 
it  appears  that  he  was  taking  phosphorus  in  a 
solution  of  variable  and  increasing  strength,  and  on 
the  latter  date  it  seems  the  father  became  uneasy ; 
the  symptoms,  as  it  is  stated,  were  these — an 
inclination  to  vomit,  and  pain  in  the  stomach,  and 
on  the  19th,  the  day  before  he  died,  he  was  worse. 
The  account  given  of  this  part  of  the  case  is  very 
meagre  and  unsatisfactory,  but  it  is  evident  that 
corrosive  poisoning  was  apprehended,  and  that  the 
symptoms,  so  far  as  the  very  slight  notice  given  of 
them  will  allow  of  an  opinion  being  formed,  were 
such  as  would  arise  from  this  cause.  On  the  night 
of  the  19th,  when  Mr.  Reedal  was  first  called  in, 
the  symptoms  of  lesion  of  the  nervous  system 
had  set  in,  the  boy  was  in  a  state  of  stupor, 
insensible,  violently  convulsed,  with  quickened 
respiration,  increased  action  of  the  heart,  quick 
and  small  pulse,  and  rapidly  sinking.  The  appear- 
ances discovered  on  examination  corresponded 
with  the  symptoms  and  with  those  observed  in  the 
verv  few  similar  cases  hitherto  recorded. 
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Mr.Reedal  exercised  becoming  caution  in  the  opi. 
nion  which  he  delivered  on  the  case.  He  attributed 
tbe  qjtath  of  the  child  to  inflammation  of  the  bowels 
and  brain,  but  declined  positively  to  fix  the  cause 
on  the  phosphorus.  "  /  think"  he  says,  "  there  is 
every  probability,  that  though  it  was  eight  day* 
xince  the  last  phosphorus  teas  taken,  that  might 
have  been  the  cause,  or  it  might  have  arisen  from 
other  causes  than  the  exhibition  of  phosphorus—* 
such,  for  instance,  as  from  any  other  acrid  poison? 

There  is  a  curious  correspondence,  in  the  time 
intervening  between  the  commencement  of  the 
effects  of  the  phosphorus  and  the  fatal  termination, 
in  the  cases  mentioned  by  MM.  Worbe  and 
Fontanelle,  and  the  Sheffield  case,  so  that  the  period 
of  eight  days  that  elapsed  in  the  latter,  instead  of 
being  an  objection,  would  tend,  so  far  as  the 
instances  hitherto  recorded  will  carry  us,  rather  to 
lend  confirmation  to  the  opinion  that  the  death 
was,  io  this  case,  caused  by  the  phosphorus. 

Under  the  circumstances  the  verdict  oft  he  jury, 
as  regards  the  cause  of  death,  was  a  very  proper  one  ; 
but  there  is  one  omission  either  in  the  verdict  and 
the  coroner's  charge,  or  in  the  evidence  as  it  has 
'  come  to  us, — we  mean  the  apparent  want  of  legal 
qualification  for  practice  in  the  person  who  pre- 
scribed a  medicine  of  such  uncertain  and  dan- 
gerous  activity,  as  to  have  been  excluded  from  our 
national  pharmacopoeias,  and  very  generally  dis- 
carded from  practice.  It  was  distinctly  admitted 
by  the  legal  adviser  that  his  client  had  not  passed 
the  College  of  Surgeons,  and  it  does  not  clearly 
appear  that  there  was  any  other  qualification 
for  practising  medicine  forthcoming.  If  this 
were  actually  the  case,  there  ought  to  bare 
been  a  strong  expression,  both  on  the  part  of 
the  Coroner  and  on  that  of  the  Jury,  of  reprobation 
that  any  persons  should  be  allowed  to  tamper  with 
such  dangerous  materials,  who  were  not  duly 
certified  to  be  qualified  to  understand  and 
appreciate  their  effects,  and  well  able  to  judge  of 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  cases  which  may 
be  thought  to  call  for  their  employment. 


We  beg  to  direct  the  attention  of  our  readers  to 
the  arrangements  entered  into  for  the  Anniversary 
Meeting.  See  page  262  in  the  present  number. 
In  consequence  of  the  loss  which  the  Association 
has  sustained  by  the  decease  of  their  respected 
and  lamented  President,  the  chair  will,  in  the  first 


instance,  be  taken  by  the  President  of  the  Council* 
The  Address  on  Anatomy  and  Physiology  will  be 
delivered  on  the  Wednesday  evening*^ Augluik  ?th,> 
the  Address  ori  Medicine  on  the  Thursday  mernvng. 

>-"■■  i   mv>  ■  ':;}»  y 

TAUNTON  AND  WEST  SOMERSET  MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATION* 

Tite  Annual  Meeting  of  this  Association  wet  held  At 
Taunton  early  in  the  month  of  June.  Dr.  Burridge, 
the  President,  in  the  chair.  The  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee was  read  by  Mr.  Higgins,  the  Secretary  to  the 
Association*  from  which  we  make  the  following 
extract :~-  .  n 

"  During  the  past  year  the  only  legislative  move- 
ment which  has  taken  place  as  respects  the  medical 
profession,  hits  been  the  granting  of  a  new,  and 
certainly  in  many  respects  an  improved,  Charter  or 
Conatitatioa  to  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in 
England  5  «M  though  your  Committee  cannot  hot 
regret  that  the  Legislature  should  have  taken  this  step, 
in  defiance  of  and  in  disregard  to  the  feelings  and 
wishes  of  the  great  body  of  the  profession  that  it  should 
be  delayed  until  the  whole  subject  of  Medical  Reform 
should  have  received  publicity  and  full  discussion  in 
Bsrliament,they  yet  feel  that  you  have  the  less  cause  for 
dissatisfaction  at  this  circumstance,  inasmuch,  as  the 
new  Charter  is  almost  confined  to  the  self-government 
of -the  College,  leaving  it  as  a  licensing  body  just  as  it 
was— so  that  the  principal  question  has  not  yet  been 
disposed  of,  though  in  some  slight  degree  pre- judged  -y 
and  your  Committee  would  therefore  strongly  and 
repeatedly  urge  upon  you  the  great  necessity  there  is 
at  the  present  moment  for  harmony  and  union  amongst 
the  members  of  the  profession  generally,  and  especially 
amongst  the  individual  members  of  particular  Asso- 
ciations like  your  own— that  by  exhibiting  to  the  legis- 
lature a  united,  and  a  determined,  because  united, 
though  respectful  front,  we  may  force  from  them, 
sooner  or  later,  a  due  attention  to  our  many  and  just 
claims. 

"  Your  Committee  would,  lastly,  earnestly  pray  you 
never  to  lose  sight  of  the  paramount  necessity  of  having 
for  '  all  practitioners  a  good,  sufficient,  and  uniform 
education,  both  preliminary  and  professional,  an  equal 
legal  recognition  of  all,  and  the  enrolment  of  all  in 
'  one  great  Corporate  Institution,'  with  the  adoption  of 
the  representative  system  in  the  formation  of  the 
governing  bodies/  n 

After  the  adoption  of  the  report,  the  election  of  Dr. 
Macmnllen,  as  President  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  the 
transaction  of  some  other  business  connected  with  the 
proceedings  of  the  day,  the  following  discussion  took 
place : — 

Mr.  H.  Alford,  said,  two  years  ago,  at  the  annual 
meeting,  he  proposed  that  the  Association  should  be 
constituted  a  branch  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and 
Surgical  Association.  Last  year  he  was  prevented 
from  attending,  and  therefore  he  could  not  then  bring 
the  subject  again  before  the  Society ;  but  he  was  of 
opinion  that  by  making  the  Taunton  and  West 
Somerset  Association  a  branch  of  the  Provincial 
Association,  the  members  of  the  former  would  retain 
all  the  advantages  which  they  now  enjoyed,  as  well  as 
reap  those  benefits  which  must  accrue  from  jtfnfng 
the   larger   society.      The  Provincial    Medical   and 
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Surgical  Association  had  been  estahSsaed  for  timbre 
yean;  it  published  every  year  a  volant*  «f  its> 
Transactions,  And  it  also  published  a  weekly  Jow~ 
nal.  It  had  done  a  great  deal  td  advance  medical 
reform  and  to  promote  the  general  interests  of  the 
profession.  The  only  increase  in  the  expense  to  each) 
member  would  be  from  twelre  shilling*,  their  present 
annual  'subscription,  to  a  guinea,  ont  of  which  their 
expenses  would  be  allowed.  In  conclusion,  Mr. 
Alford  proposed  that  the  Tanaton  and  West  Somerset 
Medical  Association  be  constituted  a  branch  of  the 
Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association. 

Mr.  ttiggins  having  been  in  correspondence  with 
Dr.  Hastings,  President  of  the  Council  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Medical  Association,  had  been  informed  by 
that  gentleman  that  a  sum  not  exceeding  one-third  of 
the  guinea  subscribed  would  be  allowed  for  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Taunton  Branch. 

Dr.  Macmullen — And  you  get  more  than  a  guinea^ 
worth  in  the  books  published. 

Mr.  Trevor  seconded  the  motion  proposed  by  Mr. 
Alford.  It  was  his  intention  to  have  himself  brought 
the  subject  before  the  meeting,  not  knowing  that  it 
had  been  mentioned  on  a  former  occasion.  He  had 
written  to  Dr.  Streeten,  Secretary  of  the  Provincial 
Association,  and  requested  him  to  state  the  circum- 
stances under  which  the  union  could  be  made,  and  he 
(Mr.  Trevor)  was  perfectly  satisfied  that  it  was  advis- 
able that  the  union  should  be  carried  Into  effect.  He 
could  not  easily  express  the  satisfaction  he  felt  in 
knowing  that  they  would  still  have  the  advantage  of 
the  services  of  their  excellent  secretary,  Mr.  Higgins, 
in  preparing  the  reports  and  the  general  conduct  of 
their  own  society.  The  meeting  appeared  to  be 
so  unanimous  on  the  question  that  he  would  not 
occupy  further  time,  more  than  to  observe  that  for 
the  guinea  subscribed  they  would  get  a  weekly  Journal, 
a  volume  of  Transactions,  and  their  local  expenses- 
allowed.  Mr.  Trevor  enumerated  the  names  of  many 
eminent  medical  gentlemen  in  this  neighbourhood  who 
are  members  of  the  Provincial  Association,  and  observed 
that  it  was  not  improbable  that  the  Council  of  that 
body  might  decide  on  holding  one  of  their  meetings  in 
this  town,  in  the  event  of  a  union  being  effected. 
fie  would  second  the  resolution,  and  suggest  also  that 
a  Committee,  composed  of  four  gentlemen — Messrs. 
Gillet,  Macmullen,  Higgins,  and  Alford— be  formed, 
to  communicate  with  the  Provincial  Association  and 
report  thereon. 

Mr.  Gillet  observed  that  there  was  a  difficulty  with 
regard  to  those  members  who  were  absent  and  who 
might  not  wish  to  become  members  of  the  larger 
Association. 

Mr.  Randolph  thought  they  would  not  be  wanting 
iu  courtesy  towards  absentees,  because  they  ought  to 
have  been  present.  He  felt  that  they  would  be  sup- 
porting the  interests  of  the  profession  by  becoming 
members  of  the  Provincial  Association,  which  com- 
prised 1800  members. 

Mr.  Gillet  certainly  thought  absent  members  were 
bound  by  the  decisions  come  to  at  the  annual  meetings, 
but,  objecting  to  any  of  those  decisions,  they  might 
withdraw  from  the  society,  which  would  be  a  matter 
of  much  regret. 

It  was  eventually  resolved  that  a  Committee  be 
formed  to  enquire  into  the  advantages  and  the  practi- 


cability of  this  Association  becoming  a  branch  of  the 
Provincial  Association,  the  results  of  such  enquiry  to 
be  laid  before  a  special  general  meeting  of  the  mem- 
bers. The  following  gentlemen  were  named  as  the 
Committee :— Messrs.  Macmullen,  Bunridge,  Higgins, 
Cornish,  Gillet,  H.  Alford,  and  Standert— three  to 
form  a  quorum. 


EXHIBITION  OF  PHOSPHORUS  INTERNALLY : 
CORONER'S  INQUEST. 

A  case,  which  terminated  fatally  after  the  adminis- 
tration of  repeated  doses  of  phosphorus,  and  calling 
for  inquiry  in  the  Coroner's  court,  has  lately  occurred 
at  Sheffield. 

The  patient,  Joseph  Shaw,  was  a  child,  ten  years 
of  age,  who  had  had  an  attack  of  paralysis  in  the  right 
leg  when  a  year  and  a  half  old,  and  had  long  been  in 
weak  health.  We  proceed  to  give  the  evidence,  as 
reported  in  the  Sheffield  Iris,  of  Mr.  Rowbottom,  who 
prescribed  the  phosphorus,  and  under  whose  care  the 
boy  had  been  placed,  and  of  Mr.  Reedal,  the  surgeon, 
who  was  called  in  when  the  child  was  in  a  dying  state. 
"  Mr.  Palfreyman  watched  the  case  for  Mr.  Row- 
bottom,  who,  he  said,  was  perfectly  ready  to  answer 
any  questions  which  the  coroner  or  jury  might  think 
proper  to  put  to  him. 

Mr.  Rowbottom  then  made  the  following  statement : 
— The  father  of  Joseph  Shaw  called  on  me  about  the 
10th  of  May,  the  first  time,  to  enquire  what  could  be 
done  for  the  boy ;  I  examined  the  lad ;  the  father  first 
told  me  that  there  were  symptoms  of  paralysis  on  one 
side,  and  said  the  boy  was  altogether  unwell,  owing  to 
the  inactive  condition  of  the  right  leg,  which  was 
paralysed — it  was  ordinary  paralysis ;  I  told  the  father 
I  could  not  cure  him,  but  could  improve  him,  and 
establish  his  health ;  I  said  I  would  rather  he  would 
consult  his  friends  and  tell  them  I  could  not  cure  him, 
but  improve  him;  he  did  so — and  called  again  in 
about  a  week ;  he  said  he  knew  what  I  had  done,  and 
would  put  the  boy  under  my  care ;  I  then  gave  a  pre- 
scription, consisting  of  two  ounces  of  compound  tinc- 
ture of  guaiacum,  half  an  ounce  of  assafoetida  tincture, 
simple  syrup,  three  ounces,  to  take  two  tea  spoonfuls 
three  times  a  day ;  the  boy  took  it  to  May  18th ;  I 
then  gave  a  pill  of  six  grains  of  phosphorus,  carbo- 
nate of  potass  ten  grains,  extract  of  gentian  enough  to 
make  twenty  more  pills ;  phosphorus  is  very  difficult 
to  make  into  powder,  and  I  instructed  the  druggist 
how  to  do  it ;  the  pills  were  to  be  taken  one  at  night 
and  one  in  the  morning,  for  a  day  or  two,  and  after- 
wards, if  certain  symptoms  did  not  take  place,  then 
one  pill  three  times  a  day;  I  saw  the  boy  frequently; 
I  ordered  the  leg  to  be  sponged  with  best  rum ;  the 
third  solution  on  June  5th,  was  a  saturated  solution  of 
phosphorus ;  he  took  the  pills  from  May  18th  to  June 
5th;  then  he  took  phosphorus  liquor,  consisting  of 
sulphuric  ether  saturated  with  phosphorus;  this  was 
on  Juue  5th;  it  was  commonly  called  phosphoric 
ether — to  take  ten  drops  three  times  a  day,  in  milk — 
to  increase  to  thirty  drops  if  sickness  did  not  arise ; 
he  took  that  till  the  10th  of  June ;  he  had  half  a 
drachm ;  it  was  phosphorus  half  a  drachm,  olive  oil 
one  ounce  and  a  half;  nothing  else  essential— it  was 
oil  of  bnrgamot  about  20  drops,  merely  to  scant  the 
mixture;  that  phosphorus  was  not  dissolved;  the 
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father  came  to  me  that  night,  and  the  hey  was  im- 
provfctg  to  that  period  is  every  respect— appetite  much 
better,  much  more  active  and  lively,  in  fact,  he  said 
the  hey  was  surprisingly  better.  I  said  "  it  la  very 
nitfortanate  that  the  medicine  yonr  son  has  been 
taking  hi  not  kept  by  the  drnggists  in  Sheffield,  and  I 
was  out  of  it— though  I  generally  had  some  by  me/' 
I  had  a  great  demand  for  it ;  I  said  it  was  a  pity,  as 
the  boy  was  improving,  that  he  should  stop— but  the 
only  difference  between  that  and  what  he  would  have, 
was  that  it  would  require  more  care  in  the  adminis- 
tering; I  said  the  mixtures  you  will  now  have  will 
require  fourteen  or  twenty  days  to  dissolve  the  solid 
phosphorus,  and  it  would  be  a  pity  to  waste  that  time, 
as  the  boy  would  lose  time  ;  I  said  what  you  will  now 
have  will  contain  a  small  portion  of  solid  phosphorus 
in  solution,  and  to  produce  the  effects  he  had  pre- 
viously experienced,  he  must  take  eighteen  drops  in 
milk  four  times  a  day— and  telling  him  that  the  medi- 
cine would  get  stronger  every  day ;  he  was  to  diminish 
two  drops  every  dose,  and  to  keep  diminishing  till. I 
saw  him  again;  I  tried  several  experiments  to  show 
him  that  the  solid  phosphorus  was  very  inflammable, 
and  all  that  was  required  was  not  to  shake  the  bottle, 
but  to  keep  it  in  a  jar  or  jug  quite  still,  and  to  drop 
the  dose  from  the  floating  liquid,  without  disturbing  it 
in  the  least.  I  repeated  my  directions  to  diminish 
the  dose ;  I  did  not  see  the  boy  on  giving  the  last  pre- 
scription s  I  gave  the  direction  as  to  taking  on  every 
occasion  of  prescribing— and  told  the  father  that  as 
soon  as  the  child  began  to  be  the  least  squeamish  to  stop 
the  medicine  till  he  saw  me ;  I  prescribed  on  the  10th 
of  June,  and  again  on  the  12th  or  13th  of  the  same 
month.  On  the  latter  day,  the  father  said  the  boy 
was  very  ill,  and  he  did  not  like  his  appearance,  and 
begged  I  would  come  and  see  him ;  when  I  saw  him 
he  was  inclined  to  vomit ;  I  was  folly  aware  of  what 
was  probable,  and  ordered  calcined  magnesia;  I  con- 
sidered that  if  the  medicine  had  been  the  cause, 
ordinary  combustion  might  be  going  on— that  com- 
bustion arises  from  the  phosphorus  uniting  with  the 
oxygen  of  the  air ;  I  ordered  the  best  magnesia,  or 
what  is  commonly  called  calcined  magnesia.  The  boy 
appeared  better,  but  the  father  obtained  an  ordinary 
pennyworth  of  common  magnesia ;  the  boy  said  lie 
had  a  pain  in  the  stomach,  but  each  day  he  was  much 
better,  and  I  ordered  him  to  continue  the  magnesia — 
and  took  the  father  to  the  druggist's,  and  got  a  mix- 
ture of  olive  oil  and  simple  syrup  at  Mr.  Moorwood's. 
He  was  to  take  a  teaapoonful  as  often  as  he  would 
take  it ;  up  to  the  evening  of  the  19th  I  told  the  father 
that  the  boy  was  improving ;  that  was  the  night  but 
one  before  his  death.  The  father  got,  on  his  own 
authority,  some  common  magnesia,  though  I  told  him 
to  repeat  the  same  medicine.  I  found  the  symptoms 
that  had  been  abating  resuming — and  said,  "  has  be 
had  the  same  magnesia  ?"  and  he  replied,  "  the 
druggist  said  the  common  magnesia  was  better  and 
cheaper,  and  there  was  no  necessity  for  the  best."  I 
said,  "  what  the  devil  did  you  let  the  druggist  interfere 
for  V%  I  again  explained  to  him  that  the  best  mag- 
nesia had  a  powerful  affinity  for  the  product  of  what 
might  be  going  on,  if  the  medicine  I  had  prescribed 
had  been  taken ;  I  explained  that  the  common 
magnesia  had  not  that  affinity,  and  would  not  have  the 
same  effect,  and  I  considered  that  the  best  magnesia 


not  having  been  given  was  the  cause  of  the  previous 
symptonis  requiring,  I  told  him  to  get  some  of  the 
best  magnesia,  or  calcined  \  I  oriered,  at  the  same 
time,  some  losenge*  to  be  made  of  magnesia,  gum,  and 
syrap,  for  the  boy  to  suck ;  that  was  on  the  evening  of 
the  loth  ;  I  told  the  father  to  let  me  know  how  the 
child  was  the  next  evening.  The  father  then  came  an4 
said  he  was  worse,  and  I  found  him  on  the  19th  worse, 
and  said  there  was  a  very  unfavourable  turn  had  taken 
place,  and  that  I  believed  that  nothing  could  be  done 
to  save  bis  child.  The  father  asked  if  any.  one  else 
should  be  called  in,  end  I  said  I  would  see,,  the  child 
and  tell  hiss,  I  said  yon  had  better  cell  some  one  else 
in»  as  you  have  expressed  a  desire  to  do  so.  After  con- 
sidering a  little,  he  said  he  would  call  in  Mr.  Reedal, 
and  asked  me  if  I  would  wait  till  Mr.  Reedal  came 
down;  I  said,  "  Yea."  The  father  went  off,  but  I 
thought  Mr.  Reedal  might  be  some  time,  and  I  knocked 
at  the  chamber  window,  and  called  Shaw  back,  and  he 
got  into  my  carriage  and  I  drove  him  up  to  Mr.  Reedal's 
door.  Mr.  Reedal  was  not  at  home,  but  the  father 
remained  there.  I  went  away  to  other  engagements. 
The  child  died  die  next  morning.  I  may  state  that  I 
promised  the  father  I  would  go  again,  but  did  not 
go  down.  There  is  no  question  that  I  prescribed 
phosphorus. 

In  reply  to  a  question  by  the  coroner,  Mr.  Palfrey- 
man  said  he  would  admit,  though  his  client  could  not 
do  it,  that  he  had  not  passed  the  College  of Surgeons ',  on 
account  of  the  great  expense  of  it;  but  that  he  would 
soon  do  so  now  that  he  was  better  off,  and  was  ready 
now  to  be  examined  by  any  medical  man  in  that  room. 
He  could  not  practice  without  the  above  examination 
unlets  he  had  been  in  practice  before  the  year  1815. 

Mr.  Rowbottom  continued — I  am  quite  aware  of  the 
nature  of  phosphorus,  and  the  reason  that  it  is  not 
more  used  is  the  difficulty  of  administering  it.  I  have 
given  it  in  hundreds  of  cases  with  almost  miraculous 
effect. 

The  foreman  said  there  should  be  a  label  on  the 
bottle,  giving  the  directions  as  to  the  quantity  to  be 
taken. 

Mr.  Reedal,  surgeon,  sworn — I  was  called  in  on 
Wednesday,  the  19th,  at  nine,  p.m.,  to  see  Joseph 
Shaw,  at  his  father's  house  in  Spring-street,  and  fonnd 
him  in  a  state  of  stupor,  perfectly  insensible,  with  vio- 
lent convulsions,  quick  breathing,  and  increased  action 
of  the  heart,  quick  palpitation,  pulse  quick  and  small 
— from  140  to  150  per  minute ;  in  my  opinion  the  boy 
appeared  to  be  dying — rapidly  sinking :  I  told  his 
friends  that  he  would  not  live  many  hours,  in  my 
opinion,  and  desired  them  to  let  me  see  the  medicine 
he  had  been  taking ;  either  the  father  or  mother  took 
it  from  the  cupboard,  and  I  found  it  was  a  little  syrup 
and  oil.  I  ordered  his  hair  to  be  taken  off,  and  mustard 
poultices  to  be  applied  to  the  calf  of  each  leg,  and  told 
the  father  to  come  up  with  me  and  I  would  send  him  a 
little  medicine ;  I  did  so,  and  I  ordered  him  some 
mercurial  powders,  with  a  little  saline  mixture ;  to  give 
a  powder  every  six  hours,  and  a  table-spoonful  of  the 
medicine  every  three  hours ;  I  did  not  see  the  boy 
again  alive ;  the  father  called  on  me  next  morning,  the 
20th  ;  I  was  not  then  aware  of  the  nature  of  the  medi- 
cine that  the  boy  had  been  taking;  the  father  brought 
a  bottle  up  to  my  surgery,  and  I  found  that  the  bottle 

contained  phosphorus.    The  father  wished  to  have  an 
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inquest,  and  I  told  him  if  he  thought  the  child  had 
been  mal-treated,  or  medicine  administered  of  an 
improper  kind — 

Mr.  Palfreyman  objected  to  this  being  stated. 

Witness  continued — I  kept  the  bottle ;  it  has  been 
in  my  custody  ever  since,  except  an  hour  at  the 
chemists. 

The  Coroner  cautioned  Mr.  Reedal  that  the  bottle 
ought  not  to  have  gone  out  of  his  own  hands ;  but  to 
hare  been  sealed  up,  if  there  was  any  suspicion  that  it 
was  the  cause  of  death  to  any  one. 

Witness  continued — I  cannot  swear  that  it  is  the 
same  bottle ;  but  I  can  swear  that  the  one  I  saw  con- 
tained phosphorous;  it  was  given  to  Mr.  Moorwood,  in 
West-bar,  druggist ;  he  ran  it  through  a  filtering  paper, 
but  not  in  my  presence ;  it  was  out  of  my  presence  for 
an  hour.  On  examining  the  body  externally,  I  found 
nothing  unnatural ;  some  slight  marks  of  decomposition; 
the  brain  and  external  membrane  natural.  The  dura 
mater  being  removed,  the  veins  on  the  surface  of  the 
brain  were  considerably  congested.  On  cutting  into  the 
substance  of  the  brain,  the  bloody  points  were  not  more 
numerous  than  natural;  the  floor  of  the  lateral  ven- 
tricles was  of  a  bright  red  colour,  the  redness  extend- 
ing into  the  anterior  and  posterior  cornua  on  both  sides; 
the  fornix  and  corpora  striata,  much  softened;  no 
effusion  into  the  ventricles ;  the  inferior  surface  of  the 
posterior  lobe  of  the  right  hemisphere,  very  much 
congested,  and  of  a  deep  red  colour.  On  the  left  hemi- 
sphere, the  vessels  were  very  much  congested ;  the  vessels 
of  the  cerebellum  very  much  congested,  particularly  on 
the  left  side ;  congestion  at  the  commencement  of  the 
medulla  oblongata.  The  tongue  rather  larger  than 
natural,  discoloured  externally.  Nothing  unnatural 
in  the  trachea.  On  examining  the  chest,  I  found 
on  the  left  side  about  three  ounces  of  dark  aero- 
sanguineous  fluid  ;  about  the  same  quantity  of  similar 
fluid  on  the  right  side.  The  pleura  costalis  of  a 
bright  red,  though  natural;  on  incising  the  right 
lung  the  inner  portion  was  much  congested,  of  a  red 
vermilion  hue,  with  slight  crepitation ;  the  upper  lobe 
congested  and  of  a  dark  olive  colour ;  the  left  lung, 
the  upper  portion,  a  little  emphysematous,  and  the 
whole  darker  than  natural.  Pericardium  contained  a 
small  quantity  of  fluid  similar  to  that  found  in  the 
chest ;  the  lining  membrane  of  the  heart  red  and  more 
injected  than  natural,  also  the  aorta.  Stomach:— 
The  anterior  surface  injected  of  a  bright  vermilion 
colour  extending  to  the  muscular  coat ;  the  posterior 
surface  dark,  not  much  congested.  On  cutting  into  the 
stomach  there  was  found  about  two  ounces  of  fluid 
like  coffee  grounds,  impacted  in  mucus  about  two 
inches  below  the  cardiac  extremity ;  two  ulcers  in 
the  mucous  membrane  were  fonnd,  but  could  not  say 
whether  they  were  made  before  or  after  death;  at 
the  pyloric  extremity  the  mucous  membrane  soft- 
ened ;  the  duodenum  healthy,  and  contained  a  simi- 
lar dark  fluid  to  the  stomach ;  the -small  intestines  con- 
tinued healthy  to  the  ccecum ;  here  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  valve  we  found  considerable  inflammation 
extending  through  the  whole  portion  of  the  colon ;  the 
large  intestines  not  contracted,  but  highly  inflamed 
with  thickening ;  kidneys  healthy ;  spleen  not  exam- 
ined ;  liver  pretty  healthy,  but  yellower  than  natural 
in  the  right  lobe;  bladder  distended,  but  nothing 
unnatural  internally;   no  gangrenous  inflammation; 


on  examining  the  oesophagus,  the  upper  portion 
healthy;  about  two-tMrds  down  found*  dmri  streak 
about  an  inch  and  a  half  in  length;  at  the  lower 
extremity  there  were  two  or  three  patches  of  inflam- 
mation just  at  the  termination  of  the  stomach ;  having 
seen  the  child,  and  made  a  post-mortem  examination 
with  Mr.  S.  Parker,  in  the  presence  of  Dr.  FaveU*  Mr. 
Henry  Jackson,  Mr.  Wm.  Jackson,  Mr.  Palfreyman, 
and  Mr.  Henry  Payne,  I  attribute  the  death  of  the 
child  to  inflammation  of  the  large  bowels,  the  ccecum 
and  colon,  combined  with  inflammation  of  the  brain ; 
but  whether  arising  from  natural  causes,  or  from 
repeated  doses  of  phosphorus,  I  cannot  say;  I  think 
there  is  every  probability  that  though  it  was  eight  days 
since  the  last  phosphorus  was  taken,  that  might  have 
been  the  cause,  or  it  might  have  arisen  from  other  cause* 
than  the  exhibition  of  phosphorus — such  for  instance  as 
from  any  other  acrid  poison. 

The  Coroner  briefly  addressed  the  jury,  stating  that 
after  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Reedal,  there  could  be  no 
charge  against  Mr.  Rowbottom ;  and  with  their  per- 
mission he  would  record  the  verdict,  that  the  deceased 
met  his  death  from  inflammation  of  the  bowels  and 
brain,  but  whether  arising  from  natural  causes,  or 
otherwise,  is  to  the  jury  unknown. 

The  jury  returned  a  verdict  accordingly. 


TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE    PROVINCIAL   MEDICAL  AND> 


Sir, 


SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


1  am  instructed  by  the  Medical  Board  of  this  Insti- 
tution to  convey  to  you  the  enclosed,  which  they  will 
feel  obliged  by  your  inserting  in  your  Journal  at  your 
earliest  convenience. 

I  am,  Sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  6.  HILL, 

Secret  art. 
Gloucester  Infirm  ary,  June  10,  1844. 


GLOUCESTER  INFIRMARY. 

Medical  Board,  June  10,  1844. 

?  PRESENT : 

Dr.  Evans,  Mr.  Buchanan. 

Dr.  Fletcher,  Mr.  Wood. 

Mr.  Fletcher, 
The  Medical  Board  feel  it  imperative  on  them  to 
efface  from  the  minds  of  their  medical  brethren  and 
others,  such  impressions  as  it  is  possible  have  been 
left  after  reading  Mr.  Wilton's  statements  at  the  last 
Special  General  Meeting  of  the  Gloucestershire  Medical 
and  Surgical  Association. 

With  regard  to  the  first  permission  granted  by  the 
Weekly  Board  for  a  Committee  of  the  Association  to 
assemble  at  the  Infirmary  on  the  2nd  of  November, 
(and  of  this  no  minute  was  made  in  the  Infirmary 
Minute  Book,.)  and  the  desire  which  Mr.  Wilton 
here  shows  of  conveying  to  the  minds  of  his  readers  the 
belief  that  from  the  2nd  of  November  to  the  15th  of 
February,  his  colleagues  were  aware  of  the  intention  to 
hold  occasional  meetings  at  the  Infirmary,  a  circular 
was  issued  after  this  meeting,  giving  to  all  medical 
men  in  the  county  information  that  such  a  meeting  had 
been  held,  and  explaining  the  objects  of  the  Associa- 
Digitized  by  VjOOv  Lv, 
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tioa ;  bnt  is  it  no  mention  was  made  of  any  future  pro- 
jected meeting  at  the  Gloucester  Hospital.  The  con* 
eluding  sentence  of  the  circular  runs  thus— "It  is  .pro- 
posed that  the  meetings  should  he  held  in  the  evening 
at  Gloucester  and  Cheltenham,  and  perhaps  one  or 
other  of  the  chief  towns  in  the  county." 

In  the  succeeding  paragraph,  Mr.  Wilton  says — "  On 
that  day,  (4th  January,)  after  the  plan  of  holding  their 
meetings  at  the  Gloucester  and  Cheltenham  Hospitals 
bad  been  finally  arranged,"  at  his  suggestion  the 
Secretary  wrote  torequest  the  three  (of  his  colleagues  ?) 
who  were  not  members,  to  favour  them  by  attending 
the  second  meeting  on  the  15th  February.  The 
Secretary  did  write  but  to  two  of  Mr.  Wilton's  col- 
leagues on  the  morning  of  the  15th,  the  day  appointed 
for  the  meeting;  to  the  third,  the  evening  before.  Are 
the  Medical  Board  to  infer  that  the  suggestion  was 
offered  on  the  4th  of  January  ?  Mr.  Wilton  asks,  after 
speaking  of  his  efforts  to  soothe  his  colleagues,  "  How 
can  it  be  said,  or  where  is  the  evidence,  that  I  carried 
on  any  course  to  expose  my  colleagues  to  a  charge, 
justly  or  unjustly,  of  a  want  of  generous  feeling? 

They  reply,  why  did  he  compel  them  to  appeal  to  the 
Weekly  Board  after  their  urgent  entreaty  that  he  would 
oblige  them,  to  save  them  from  this  disagreeable  pro- 
ceeding, by  making  application  himself  ?  Surely  he 
might  have  shown  more  regard  for  the  wishes  of  his  five 
colleagues  !  How  could  he,  in  his  attempts  to  &oothe, 
expect  them  to  yield  to  him  in  a  matter  respecting  which 
they  were  unanimous  ?  The  issue  has  been  the 
exposure  of  his  colleagues  to  unjust  charges,  founded 
upon  his  own  mis-statements,  and  passed  with  his 
sanction. 

An  regards  the  voting,  Mr.  Wilton  says,  "At  the 
first  meeting  the  five  medical  officers  attended  with 
their  written  request  to  the  Board  to  suspend  the  pri- 
vilege which  had  been  granted  to  tu,"  to  "Mm,"  he 
should  have  said.  How,  as  he  asserts,  governors  who 
were  present  believed  them  to  have  voted,  is  rather 
obscure,  since  the  votes  were  taken  by  show  of  hands, 
and  not  a  hand  of  his  five  colleagues  was  uplifted. 
Moreover,  the  secretary  affirms  that  he  told  Mr. 
Wilton,  previously  to  any  of  Mr.  Wilton's  public  asser- 
tions, that  the  five  medical  officers  did  not  vote.  The 
Medical  Board  have  his  authority  for  making  this 
statement.  It  is  clearly  not  customary  to  record 
neuters. 

The  Medical  Board  take  this  opportunity  to  say, 
that  they  certainly  felt  no  hostility  towards  the  Associ- 
ation, and  had  Mr.  Wilton,  at  the  outset,  yielded  to 
their  solicitations,  and  arrangements  could  have  been 
made  for  the  reception  of  the  Society  on  such  a  footing 
as  should  have  pleased  all  parties,  the  result  might 
have  been  very  different. 

The  Medical  Board  decline  to  notice  the  resolutions 
passed  after  Mr.  Wilton  vacated  the  chair,  and  having, 
as  they  consider,  sufficiently  explained  their  proceed- 
ings, intend  this  communication  to  be  final. 


Gloucester  Infirmary,  that  we  cannot  again  occupy 
our  columns  with  the  subject.  To  say  the  most  of 
it,  Mr.  Wilton  appears  only  to  have  committed  an 
inadvertence,  and  whether  or  no  these  gentlemen  were 
justified  on  such  a  ground,  in  pursuing  a  line  of  conduct 
which  eventually  deprived  a  highly  intelligent  body  of 
professional  brethren  of  the  advantage  of  holding  their 
meetings  for  the  cultivation  of  medical  science,  in  the 
halls  of  a  medical  institution,  our  readers  are  now  in 
a  condition  to  judge  for  themselves.  Nan  nostrum 
tmtas  componere  lite*. 


The  preceding  statement  has  been  delayed  in  conse- 
quence of  our  being  unable  to  find  room  for  it  before. 
It  is  now  insetted  on  the  principle  of  allowing  each 
party  equal  advantages  in  being  heard ;  but  the  ques- 
tion has  so  entirely  assumed  the  character  of  a  private 
misunderstanding  among  the  medical  officers  of  the 


BENEVOLENT  FUND. 


TO  THE   EDITOR  OF  THE   PROVINCIAL   MEDICAL  AND 

surgical  journal. 
Sir, 

As  an  important  motion  relating  to  the  Benevolent 
Fund  is  about  to  be  submitted  to  the  Association  at 
their  anniversary  meeting  at  Northampton,  I  trust  I 
may  be  pardoned  for  trespassing  shortly  on  your  space, 
and  the  time  and  attention  of  the  readers  of  your  valu- 
able journal* 

It  will  be  Cor  the  Association  to  decide  as  to  the 
propriety  of  adopting  the  proposition  of  Dr.  Cowan ; 
it  is  one  on  which  opinion  seems  mnch  divided ;  any 
measure  that  can  be  devised,  and  meet  with  general 
approval  for  increasing  the  means  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Central  Committee  of  the  Benevolent  Fund,  will 
be  very  acceptable  to  them,  and  they  will  cheerfully 
acquiesce  in  the  decision  of  the  Association,  and  do 
their  best  as  heretofore  to  carry  out  the  objects  for 
which  the  fond  was  established.  But  it  would  appear 
from  several  communications  which  have  been  addressed 
to  you  during  the  past  year,  that  the  constitution  and 
objects  of  the  fund  are  not  generally  understood  by 
the  members,  notwithstanding  the  free  circulation  of 
their  rules,  regulations,  and  reports.  The  Benevolent 
Fund  of  the  Association  appears  to  be  confounded,  in 
the  minds  of  many,  with  the  local  Societies,  in  many 
parts  of  England,  being  a  similar  appellation,  but  from 
all  of  which  it  differs  in  many  material  points.  This 
misconception  is  perhaps  to  be  accounted  for  by  the 
circumstance  that  it  has  generally  happened,  that 
when  the  annual  report  of  the  central  committee  has 
been  read  at  the  anniversary  meetings,  the  time 
allowed  for  its  discussion  has  been  very  short ;  and 
even  that  short  period  last  year  was  consumed  for  the 
most  part  in  listening  to  the  history  and  objects  of  a 
very  valuable  and  well-managed  local  charity,  but  one 
with  which  the  Association  has  nothing  whatever  to  do; 
at  the  same  time  remarks  were  made,  and  some  com- 
plaints uttered  respecting  our  own  fund,  to  which  no 
opportunity  of  reply  was  afforded. 

The  report  to  be  presented  at  the  approaching 
meeting  will,  I  trust,  be  satisfactory  to  the  contributors. 
I  hope  to  be  present,  and  shall  be  too  happy  to  afford 
any  explanation  on  the  subject  of  the  management 
of  the  fund  that  may  be  desired. 

Amongst  the  letters  addressed  to  you  during  the 
past  year  ou  this  subject,  there  were  two  from  Dr. 
Inglis,  of  Halifax.  In  the  first,  which  appeared 
in  the  Journal  of  January  20th,  he  complains,  that  not- 
withstanding Dr.  Cowan  has  given  notice  of  his  motion, 
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yet,  that  numerous  letters  relating  to  it  are  addressed 
to  you.  Now,  on  carefully  looking  over  the  Journal 
sioce  our  last  anniversary  meeting  at  Leeds,  up  to  the 
20th  of  January,  I  find  only  two  communications  baring 
any  reference  to  the  benevolent  fund — via.,  one  from 
that  zealous  friend  of  the  charity,  Mr.  Newnhara,  of 
Farnham,  on  the  subject  of  a  Mutual  Assurance 
Society,  and  in  which  the  benevolent  fund  is  only 
incidentally  mentioned ;  and  another  from  Mr.  Lee, 
respecting  his  suggestion  of  last  year,  which  is  similar 
to  that  of  Dr.  Cowan,  but  not  to  the  same  extent. 
Dr.  Inglis  quite  mistakes  the  object  of  the  Benevolent 
Fund  of  the  Association.  It  was  never  intended  to 
interefere  with  local  Benevolent  Societies,  and  it  has 
no  affinity  with  them.  Its  object  is  universal,  and  its 
benefits  are  not  confined  to  any  particular  county  or 
district,  nor  to  subscribers  and  their  families,  but 
extend  to  all  regular  practitioners  in  distress  and  posses- 
sing a  good  moral  character.  I  confess  I  am  of  opinion 
that  one1  general  fund  for  the  whole  profession  would 
be  more  likely  to  meet  with  support  than  the  county 
Societies  recommended  by  Dr.  Inglis,  and  would  cer- 
tainly be  eqnally  efficacious  in  affording  relief.  So 
far  from  the  establishment  of  the  benevolent  fund 
being  an  "  after  growth  "  of  the  Association,  as  Dr. 
Inglis  supposes,  it  was  suggested  by  the  writer  of  this 
letter  to  our  excellent  founder,  before  the  first  meet- 
ing of  the  Association  took  place,  and  was  formally 
brought  forward  and  proposed  by  Dr.  Baron,  at  the 
second  meeting  of  the  Association  at  Bristol,  in  1833. 
A  committee  was  then  appointed,  but  it  was  not  until 
1835  that  the  measure  was  finally  adopted  and  organized. 
By  many  it  is  thought  (and  by  myself  amongst  the 
number)  the  brightest  jewel  in  the  crown  of  the  Asso- 
ciation ;  and  I  trust  and  believe  it  will  form  a  lasting 
memorial,  along  with  many  others,  of  the  noble  designs 
and  successful  labours  of  the  Provincial  Association. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  CONOLLY, 

Honorary  Secretary  and  Treasurer  to  the 
Benevolent  Fund. 

Castleton  House,  near  Cheltenham, 
July  19,  1844. 


RETROSPECT. 

RADICAL   CURS   OF   HYDROCELE. 

The  following  operation  for  the  radical  cure  of 
hydrocele  is  practised  and  recommended  by  Dr.  W. 
H.  Porter,  the  Professor  of  Surgery  to  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons,  Ireland  : — 

Dissatisfied  with  the  results  of  the  usual  operation 
practised  for  the  cure  of  hydrocele  by  injection,  Dr. 
Porter  was  induced  to  make  trial  of  other  methods,  and, 
after  the  experience  of  several  years,  has  adopted  the 
one  the  description  of  which  we  now  proceed  to 
quote.  This  operation,  is  partly  that  by  incision, 
the  only  difference  being,  that,  instead  of  dividing 
the  tunica  vaginalis  in  the  entire  extent  of  the 
tumour,  the  incision  extends  only  from  an  inch  to  an 
inch  and  a  half  in  length,  and  partly  that  by  the  tent. 
Having  first  punctured  the  tumour  in  order  to  examine 
the  state  of  the  parts,  and  satisfy  himself  that  it  is  a 
case  in  which  an  attempt  to  cure  the  disease  radically. 


may  be  safely  made,  or  at  least  in  which  such  attempt 
would  be  justifiable,  Dr.  Porter  allows  the  sac  to  fill 
again.  When  the  disease  has  re-appeared,  and  the  tunica 
vaginalis  is  as  much  distended  as  it  previously  had 
been,  Dr.  Porter  performs  the  operation  in  the  follow- 
ing manner : — The  scrotum  being  shaved,  an  incision  is 
made  of  the  length  above-mentioned  down  to  the  tunica 
vaginalis,  and  the  part  carefully  examined  to  ascertain 
whether  any  vessel  has  been  wounded  which  could  pos- 
sibly furnish  a  considerable  quantity  of  blood.  He 
then  passes  a  bistoury  into  the  tunica  vaginalis  at  one 
extremity  of  the  incision,  out  at  the  other,  and  divides 
it  by  a  rapid  withdrawal  of  the  instrument ;  a  tent  of 
rolled  lint,  moistened  with  oil,  and  secured  with  a 
ligature,  so  as  to  be  easily  withdrawn,  is  introduced, 
and  the  operation  is  then  completed,  the  patient  being 
placed  in  bed.  On  the  succeeding  day  Dr.  Porter 
generally  takes  from  ten  to  fourteen  ounces  of  blood 
from  the  arm,  especially  if  the  scrotum  is  red  and 
shows  a  tendency  to  inflammation.  The  tent  is  left  to 
become  loose,  and  drop  out  of  itself,  which  usually 
takes  place  on  the  third  or  fourth  day,  and  need  not  be 
replaced  ;  but  it  is  desirable  to  break  up  any  adhesions 
that  may  be  formed  between  the  lips  of  the  wound,  and 
to  introduce  the  finger  occasionally  into  the  cavity  of 
the  tunica  vaginalis  until  the  sixth,  after  which  it  may 
be  treated  with  light  superficial  dressing,  and  the  cure 
is  generally  perfect  in  about  three  weeks. 

Dr.  Porter  informs  us  that  be  was  at  first  in  the 
habit  of  plunging  the  bistoury  at  once  into  the  tumour, 
and  completing  the  incision  to  the  requisite  extent,  by 
making  it  cut  its  way  outwards  rapidly  and  at  once. 
The  objections  to  this  method,  however,  are,  that  in 
some  instances  the  fluid  becomes  extensively  infiltrated 
in  the  cellular  tissue,  and  in  one  case  he  found  that 
considerable  haemorrhage  from  the  division  of  a 
tolerably-sized  vessel  in  the  scrotum  took  place  into 
the  sac,  giving  rise  to  severe  and  troublesome  after- 
consequences. 

The  operation,  as  now  recommended,  is  described  to  be 
scarcely  more  painful  than  the  ordinary  puncture  by  a 
trochar,  and,  if  carefully  performed,  free  from  the 
possible  occurrence  of  any  untoward  accident;  it  is 
decidedly  more  exempt  than  that  by  injection  from 
inflammation  and  suppuration  of  the  cavity,  with  all 
its  unpleasant  consequences,  and  the  cure  is  perfected 
much  more  rapidly  than  by  other  modes  of  radical 
treatment. — Dublin  Journal  qf  Medical  Science. 

VEGETABLE  ACIDS  IN  ACIDITY  OF  THE  STOMACH. 

Dr.  Tracy,  of  Ohio,  makes  the  following  remarks 
on  vegetable  acids  as  correctives  of  acidity  of  the 
stomach: — My  experience  with  the  vegetable  acids, 
as  correctives  of  acidity,  especially  for  the  last  two 
years,  has  been  considerable.  I  have  prescribed  them 
in  a  large  number  of  cases,  and  in  nearly  all  with  very 
decided  benefit ;  some  few  of  which  may  not  be  un- 
worthy of  a  brief  recital.  During  the  sum mer  of  184 1 , 
I  was  myself  the  subject  of  repeated  and  severe  attacks 
of  catarrhal  inflammation  of  the  eyelids,  which  uni- 
formly yielded  to  the  usual  treatment  in  the  course  of 
from  three  to  six  days.  I  observed  that  they  always 
succeeded  to  irregularities  of  diet  and  regimen,  or  to 
anxiety  of  mind,  and  were  accompanied  by  acidity  of 
stomach.  This  I  attempted  to  correct  by  the  early 
and  free  use  of  soda,  but  in  vain ;  it  had  but  a  very 


RETROSPECT. 


259 


•light  and  temporary  effect.  As  these  attacks  became 
more  and  more  frequent,  I  observed  that  they  were 
preceded  by  a  sense  of  fulness  and  oppression  in  the 
prsscordia.  I  bad  for  months  abstained  from  the  use 
of  acids,  under  the  impression  that  they  were  not  suited 
to  my  state  of  health,  but  having  received  no  benefit 
from  soda,  I  was  induced  to  take  a  glass  of  lemonade,  at 
the  first  commencement  of  the  attack,  and  almost 
instantly  I  experienced  very  copious  eructations  of  gas, 
together  with  much  alleviation  of  my  feelings  of  distress. 
The  remedy  was  again  and  again  repeated,  and  the 
threatened  ophthalmic  attack  effectually  prevented.  I 
have  since  resorted  to  my  bottle  of  lemon-syrup  when- 
ever threatened  with  a  recurrence  of  the  complaint,  and 
uniformly  with  complete  success ;  all  the  symptoms 
being  removed' in  the  course  of  a  short  time.  I  have 
from  the  time  above  mentioned  to  the  present,  (June, 
1843,)  made  a  free  use  of  acids,  and  have  not  experi- 
enced a  siogle  recurrence  of  ophthalmia,  and  very  few 
indeed  of  pyrosis. 

Mrs.  P.,  aged  60,  some  two  years  since,  called  on 
me  for  professional  advice.  She  had  a  complication  of 
functional  derangements.  For  years  she  had  suffered 
severely  from  attacks  of  pyrosis.  Of  late,  they  had 
become  more  frequent,  and  more  severe ;  she  suffered 
every  three  or  four  days  from  this  cause,  accompanied 
always  with  indigestion.  I  prescribed  the  use  of 
vegetable  acids.  She  took  a  little  lemon  juice  with 
benefit,  and  then  commenced  eating  vinegar  with  her 
food,  which  speedily  removed  all  her  trouble  from 
this  cause. 

Miss  U.,  aged  19,  had  always  enjoyed  very  com- 
fortable health,  with  the  exception  of  attacks  of  indis- 
position occurring  every  few  weeks  at  irregular 
intervals.  These  were  attended  with  headache,  and  a 
distressing  sensation  at  the  stomach,  followed  by  acidity. 
She  was  usually  on  these  occasions  confined  to  her  bed 
for  two  or  three  days,  and  their  frequency  had  been 
gradually  increasing  for  two  or  three  years.  Some  two 
years  since  I  was  called  to  see  her.  I  prescribed  the 
use  of  vinegar  and  water,  sweetened  to  suit  the  taste. 
This  proved  a  perfect  cure. 

The  following  was  handed  me,  at  my  request,  by  one 
of  the  students  at  W.  R.  College,  a  few  days  since  :— 

"  I  am  25  years  of  age  ;  about  seven  years  since  I 
exchanged  an  active  for  a  sedentary  life,  and  was  soon 
after  attacked  with  dyspepsia,  which  has  not  since 
ceased  to  afflict  me.  I  have  tried  various  remedies  to 
little  purpose.  About  two  years  since  I  began  to  be 
troubled  with  a  sour  stomach,  and  its  frequency 
increased  until  I  usually  had  it  two  or  three  times  a 
week.  My  digestive  organs  were,  of  course,  in  a 
miserable  condition.  Scarcely  anything  would  digest, 
and  I  was  usually  obliged  to  procure  evacuations  by 
physic.  About  six  months  since,  at  Dr.  Tracy's  sug- 
gestion, I  commenced  the  use  of  acids,  particularly 
vinegar.  My  health,  from  that  time,  has  continued  to 
improve.  I  think  I  have  not  once  been  troubled  with 
a  sour  stomach  since  I  began  the  use  of  acids ;  my 
bowels  move  with  regularity,  and  my  youth  seems 
renewed.  Other  causes  may  have  contributed,  in  a 
measure,  to  the  result  which  I  have  mentioned,  but  I 
attribute  them  chiefly,  if  not  entirely,  to  the  use  of 
acids." 

I  might  cite  many  other  cases,  but  it  is  unnecessary. 
I  have  found  vegetable  acids  uniformly  and  entirely 


successful  in  removing  the  disposition  to  attacks  of 
acidity  of  stomach,  in  persons  who,  during  the  intervals 
, .  of  such  attacks,  were  free  from  all  such  symptoms,  and 
my  impression  is,  that  in  all  such  cases  tbey  can  be 
relied  upon  with  more  confidence  than  any  other 
remedy.  In  cases  of  acidity,  arising  from  pregnancy, 
I  have  found  the  sub-acid  fruits  of  great  service,  while 
those  that  were  tart  could  not  be  borne,  and  where 
mineral  acids  were  decidedly  injurious,  and  where 
alkalies  or  absorbents  were  of  little  or  no  avail. — 
American  Journal  qf  the  Medical  Sciences. 

MANAGEMENT   OF    IDIOTS. 

M.  Ed.  Seguin  has  just  written  a  work,  in  which  he 
makes  the  following  important  remarks  : — 

By  gymnastic  exercises,  properly  and  suitably 
regulated,  the  muscular  system  is  strengthened;  by 
mechanical  excitation  the  voluntary  muscles  of  the 
limbs,  the  trunk,  and  face,  are  exercised  ;  by  the  dumb 
bells  and  the  balancing  pole  both  halves  of  the  body 
are  regulated  in  their  forces,  which  creates  an  upright- 
ness in  standing,  walking,  &c. ;  by  the  exercise  of  the 
senses,  the  subject  is  placed  in  precise  and  rapid  com- 
munication with  himself  and  the  external  world  ;  he  is 
disposed  to  intellectual  life  by  the  study  of  notions, 
and  notions  lead  to  reconnected  ideas  ;  by  talking,  by 
reading,  and  writing,  he  is  made  to  enter  upon  abstract 
questions,  when  numbers  and  morals  give  him  the 
feeling  of  relations  which  he  should  establish  with  his 
equals.  Many  children,  abandoned  as  idiots,  may  be 
thus  far  conducted ;  but  no  doubt  a  certain  number  of 
them  can  never  go  beyond  the  limits  which  separate 
notions  from  ideas,  or  connected  from  abstract  ideas. 
There  is  still  a  small  number  in  whom  education  can 
only  modify  the  most  repulsive  habits,  especially  those 
in  whom  idiotcy  is  complicated  with  epilepsy,  paralysis, 
rachitis,  &c.  For  the  same  reason  that  there  are 
incurable  diseases,  we  must  also  recognize  cases  of 
idiotcy  resisting  almost  all  possible  means  of  education. 
But  that  is  no  reason  for  abandoning  without  exception 
all  idiots  to  the  deplorable  state  in  which  we  find  them. 
The  time  is  come  to  do  something  for  these  poor 
creatures  analogous  to  that  which  is  practised  in  the 
numerous  schools  for  the  deaf  and  dumb. 

These  are  sound  principles,  and  experience  has 
proved  that  they  may  be  successfully  put  in  practice. 
It  is  very  desirable  that  they  should  be  carried  out  upon 
a  large  scale,  and  meet  with  approbation  and  support 
from  the  general  public. — Gazette  Medicate  de  Parit. 

STATE  OF  HEALTH    IN  TOBACCO    MANUFACTORIES. 

M.  Simeon  has  recently  published  a  report  on  the 
health  of  the  workmen  employed  in  the  manipulation 
of  tobacco,  which  is  not  wanting  in  interest,  and  com- 
pletely confirms  observations  previously  made  on  the 
same  subject.  It  would  appear  that  the  fabrication  of 
tobacco  not  only  does  not  exercise  any  unfavourable 
influence  on  the  health  of  the  workmen  engaged  in  it, 
but  has  in  some  cases  even  a  preservative  action.  We 
must  however  say  that  the  facts  related  to  prove  this 
latter  proposition,  are  of  but  little  value,  and  may  be 
reduced  to  the  following.  At  Morlaix,  where  a 
dysentery  existed  epidemically  for  two  months,  few  of 
the  tobacco  workmen  were  affected  with  it,  and  those  in 
whom  it  broke  out  were  men  of  constitutions  injured  by 
excesses.  At  Lyons,  where  typhus  is  common,  it  is  rare 
in  those  engaged  in  the  manufactory  ;  at  Tonneins,  were 
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malaria  prevailed  almoat  generally,  the  workmen  were 
exempt  from  it;  lastly,  if  we  may  believe  M.  Simeon, 
phthisis  itself  is  less  frequent,  and  less  rapid  in  its 
progress  among  this  class  of  people  than  among  the 
rest  of  the  population. 

Before  adopting  these  conclusions,  there  is  a  very 
important  point  to  decide,  whether  the  people  em- 
ployed in  the  tobacco  manufactories  are  not  in  a 
much  better  condition  as  regards  regularity,  work, 
and  wages,  than  the  greater  part  of  the  rest  of  the 
population.  This,  in  our  opinion,  is  the  true  cause  of 
the  superiority  of  the  classes  employed  by  Govern- 
ment *  When  the  other  classes  are  placed  in  analogous 
conditions,  analogous  results  will  be  obtained. — Gazette 
Medicate  de  Paris. 

NEW  METHOD  OF  OPERATING  FOR  HARE-LIP. 

It  has  been  recently  remarked,  but  it  is  not  the  less 
just  on  that  account,  that  the  most  successful  opera- 
tions for  hare-lip  constantly  leave  behind  a  very 
ungraceful  and  inelegant  furrow  upon  the  free  margin 
of  the  lip.  M.  Malgaigne  has  lately  discovered  a 
method,  which  in  this  respect  appears  more  advan- 
tageous than  any  other. 

He  commences  the  incision  at  the  superior  part  of 
the  lip,  and  performs  it  from  above  downwards,  em- 
ploying scissors  in  the  same  manner  as  in  the  ordi- 
nary operations,  only  when  he  is  arrived  as  low  as 
possible,  without  detaching  the  cut  piece,  he  stops. 
The  same  plan  is  followed  on  the  other  side  of  die 
labial  fissure.  There  are  then  two  small  flaps  which 
are  adherent  to  the  lip  by  a  pedicle.  After  having 
re-united,  by  the  aid  of  pins,  the  two  margins  of  the 
cleft,  in  their  whole  extent,  except  towards  their  free 
border,  (that  is  towards  the  bottom,)  these  flaps  are 
brought  from  above  downwards,  and  approximated 
face  to  face.  The  operator  then  judging  of  the  length 
which  it  will  be  proper  to  leave  them,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  furrow  which  is  afterwards  so  much 
to  be  dreaded  in  this  point,  shortens  and  finishes 
them  as  he  thinks  fit,  preserving  a  piece  varying  in 
size  according  to  the  extent  of  vacuum  which  he 
has  to  fill.  Union  is  afterwards  effected  by  ap- 
proximating them  with  one  or  two  interrupted  sutures, 
or  with  a  fine  insect-pin .  If  care  is  taken  to  place  these 
uniting  agents  very  near  the  free  margin  of  the  lip, 
the  cicatrices  will  be  scarcely  visible. — Gazette  Medi- 
cate de  Paris. 

HYDRO-CHLORATE    OF     AMMONIA. 

In  the  medical  treatment  of  pleurisy,  and  in  sub- 
acute inflammation  of  the  lungs,  and  congestions  of 
the  mucous  membrane,  Sir  George  Lefevre  states  that 
he  has  availed  himself  very  satisfactorily  of  a  German 
remedy,  which  is  almost  universally  employed  in  such 
cases,  the  hydro-chlorate  of  ammonia.  In  English 
practice  it  has  generally  been  confined  to  external  use, 
but  by  the  Germans  it  is  employed  in  a  great  variety 
of  internal  complaints,  and  occupies  in  part  the  place 
of  the  nitrate  of  potass.  Its  employment  is  confined 
to  sub-acute  affections,  congestive  states  of  the  mucous' 
membrane  of  the  bronchia,  and  chronic  affections  01 
the  serous  membrane ;  where  inflammation  runs 
very  high  the  nitrates  of  potass  and  soda  are  preferred. 

*  The  tobacco  manufactories  in  France,  like  many  other 
similar  establishments,  are  supported  by  Go? erouent,  and 
M.  Simeon  is  their  Director-General.— En. 


Hydro-chlorate  of  ammonia  has  no  very  decided 
action  on  the  system,  although  it  sometimes  stimu- 
lates the  kidneys ;  but  it  is  considered  to  be  de- 
obstnient,  and  to  unload  the  vessels  gradually,  so 
that  convalescence  is  achieved  without  any  critical 
evacuation.  It  relieves  thirst,  and  the  tongue  gets  un- 
loaded under  its  use.  It  has  certainly  a  decided  action 
on  the  mucous  membrane  generally,  and  is  useful  in 
old  coughs,  accompanied  by  gastric  derangement. 
The  combination  of  hydro-chlorate  of  ammonia,  with 
tartarized  antimony,  is  regarded  by  Sir  George  Lefevre 
as  a  valuable  mode  of  administering  this  remedy.  [The 


loyed: — 


1  drachm. 
3  drachms. 

2  grains. 
8  ounces. 


following  is  the  form  usually  empl< 

Hydro-chlorate  of  ammonia 

Extract  of  liquorice 

Tartarized  antimony 

Distilled  water 

A  large  table-spoonful  of  this  mixture  is  adminis- 
tered every  two  hours.  The  antimony  forms  no 
inconsiderable  part  in  the  operation.  When  its  nau- 
seating effects  have  made  sufficient  impression  upon 
the  disease,  it  may  be  withdrawn,  and  the  hydro-chlo- 
rate continued  by  itself.  In  many  cases  the  latter 
only  is  administered.  Stomach  coughs  are  greatly 
benefitted  by  it ;  when  the  tongue  is  loaded,  it  cleans 
rapidly  under  its  use.  A  variety  of  affections  of  the 
mucous  membrane,  sore  throats,  enlarged  tonsils, 
relaxation  of  the  uvula,  &c,  feel  its  influence. — 
Thermal  Com/art,  8fc.    By  Sir  George  Lefevre. 

We  may  add  that  this  remedy  is  also  much  em- 
ployed by  the  German  physicians,  in  diseases  of  the 
liver,  and  is  considered  by  them  to  exercise  in  many 
instances  the  same  influence  over  that  organ  as  pre- 
parations of  mercury. , 


DEATH  FROM  AN  OVER-DOSE  OF  NITRATE 
OF  POTASS. 

An  inquest  has  been  lately  held  at  Manchester, 
before  Mr.  Hudson,  the  Coroner,  on  the  body  of 
William  Ellison,  aged  about  60,  who  met  his  death 
under  the  following  circumstances  : — 

The  deceased  came  originally  from  Runcorn,  but  had 
resided  in  the  vicinity  where  he  died,  a  number  of 
years.  He  was  in  very  indigent  circumstances,  getting 
his  living  by  labourer's  work.  He  had  a  sister  and 
cousin  residing  in  the  town,  by  whom  he  was  occasionally 
visited,  but  was  generally  regarded  as  a  man  of  taciturn, 
reserved  disposition,  and  held  little  communication 
with  any  body.  For  some  time  he  had  been  troubled 
with  scurvy,  which  affected  his  eyes,  and  he  at  length 
determined  to  get  something  to  cure  him  of  that 
disorder.  He  got  a  three-gill  bottle  from  his  cousin, 
three  parts  filled  with  water,  and  went  with  It  to  a 
druggist,  whose  assistant,  at  the  request  of  the  deceased, 
put  into  it  one  ounce  of  sulphur,  two  ounces' of  salt- 
petre, and  half  an  ounce  of  cream  of  tartar.  All  these 
were  put  into  the  bottle,  and  mixed  up  together,  the 
different  witnesses  understanding  from  the  deceased,that 
the  mixture  was  to  stand  in  solution  for  three  days, 
and  then  a  portion  of  it  might  be  taken  ;  but  none  of 
them  knew  how  much. 

Tnis  mixture  had  been  recommended  by  a  woman, 
who  had  found  it  efficacious  in  a  similar  case.  On  one 
of  the  following  mornings  the  deceased  was  observed 
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by  the  neighbours,  residing  in  the  same  yard,  to  go  tp 
the  necessary  several  times ;  indeed,  he  was  described 
as  constantly  running  to  and  from  that  place ;  hot  tf> 
one  appeared  to  take  particular  notice,  not  liking  to 
interfere  *  in  his  affairs.  '  At  half-past  eleven  o'clock, 
a  groan  was  heard  proceeding  from* the  necessary)  but 
the  deceased  came  out  again,  apparently  very  ill.  As 
one  o'clock,  he  was  observed  to  re-enter,  and  nojfc 
coming  out  for  half  an  hour,  the  neighbours  began  to 
confer  with  each  other,  and  on  one  of  them  going  in  to 
see  what  he  was  doing,  the  deceased  was  found  crouched 
down  in  one  corner  quite  dead.  It  was  proved  in  evi- 
dence, that  up  to  that  morning  he  had  been  in  perfect 
health,  and  had  been  following  his  ordinary  occupation ; 
that  he  was,  in  fact,  a  hale  old  man,  and' with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  slight  touch  of  scurvy,  was  not  subject  to 
any  disorder  which  would  at  all  account  for  his  sudden 
demise  ;  the  attention  of  the  jury  was,  therefore,  very 
naturally  directed  to  the'  composition  of  the  mixture 
which  he  was  said  to  have  taken,  and  to  the  effects 
which  the  ingredients  of  that  compound  would  be  likely 
to  have  upon  his  system.  The  remainder  of  the 
mixture,  not  more  than  half  a  gill,  was  introduced! 
aqd  Mr.  John  Rayner,  surgeon,  sent  for,  and  all  the 
previous  facts  of  the  case  having  been  recited  to  him 
by  the-  coroner,  Mr.  Rayner  at  once  concluded  that 
the  death  of  the  deceased  had  been  caused  by  an  over- 
dose of  the  saltpetre,  which  had  produced  inflamma- 
tion of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach  and 
bowels,  under  which  the  deceased  had  sunk. 

The  quantity  of  saltpetre  swallowed  by.  the  poor 
man  was  calculated  at  about  ten  drachms,  and  the 
jury  at  once  returned  a  verdict : — "  Died  from  an  over* 
dose  of  saltpetre  incautiously  taken."  The  druggist'* 
-apprentice  was  reprimanded  by  the  coroner  for  selling 
the  mixture  without  giving  information  as  to  the  pro- 
perties of  its  ingredients.  * 


MEDICAL  REORM. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,  JULY  19TH. 

Mr.  P.  Howard  wished  to  know  if  the  Right  Hon. 
Baronet  intended  to  bring  forward  any  measure  for  the 
regulation  of  the  medical  profession? 

Sir  J.  Graham  said,  he  had  stated  some  time  ago  that 
he  wished,  with  the  permission  of  the  House,  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  the  regulation  of  the  medical  profession 
throughout  the  United  Kingdom.  If  the  House  would 
give  him  leave  he  would  shortly  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table,  but  he  did  not  wish  that  it  should  go  further 
than  a  second  reading. 


POOR-LAW  MEDICAL  RELIEF. 

A  few  weeks  ago  a  girl,  about  sixteen  years  of  age, 
applied  for  advice  to  a  respectable  surgeon  of  Wake- 
field, being  affected  with  psoriasis.  Thinking  thai  a 
short  stay  at  Harrowgate  or  Askern  would  be  of  great 
service  to  her,  he  told  her  to  apply  to  the  relieving 
officer  of  the  parish  for  funds.  The  girl  did  as  she 
was  bid,  but  instead  of  following  the  suggestion  of  the 
medical  gentleman,  the  sagacious  functionary  thought 
he  would  obtain  another  opinion,  and  sent  her  with* 
note  to  an  old  woman  in  the  village  who  is  in  the 
habit  of  selling  ointment  for  various  diseases.  The 
girl  had  the  good  sense  not  to  go,  but  brought  the 
note  to  the  surgeon  whose  advice  she  had  at  first  taken. 
The  following  is  a  literal' copy  of  the  note  in  question : 

"  Mrs.  Clayton  will  please  to  examine  the  bearer's 
case  of  scurvy,  and  send  an  answer  whether  she  sen 
make  a  cure  or  not. 

"  From  yours  respectfully, 

"John  Boston.: 

"Wakefield,  May  22,  1844." 

It  is  to  such  men  that  the  poor  are  often  obligedUo 
submit  their  claims  for  medical  relief,  and  that  %e 
medical  officers  of  unions  are  obliged  to  bend.  Is? it 
surprising  that  a  system  founded  on  so  faulty  a  basis 
should  work  so  indifferently  ?— Lancet. 


MEDICAL  INTELLIGENCE. 

Sir  Benjamin  Collins  Brodie,  Bart.,  has  been 
elected  President  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons, 
and  Samuel  Cooper,  Esq.,  and  William  Lawrence, 
Esq.,  Vice-Presidents  for  the  ensuing  year. 


A  notice  has  appeared  in  the  London  Gazette,  that 
a  meeting  of  the  Fellows  of  the  College  of  Surgeons 
will  be  held  at  the  Hall  of  the  College,  on  Wednesday, 
the  31st  instant,  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  to 
elect  three  additional  Members  of  the  Council,  in 
pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  New  Charter. 


William  B.  Carpenter,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  has  been 
elected  FuUerian  Professor  of  Physiology  to  the  Royal 
Institution  of  Great  Britain. 


ROVAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Members  on  Friday,  July  19th, 
1844:— W.H.  Snape;  W.  Browne;  J.  S.  Green;  J. 
Lowry;  H.S.  Palmer;  E.  W.  Woodcock;  F.  Berrfng- 
ton ;  E.  B.  Bowman ;  P.  Pemell ;  F.  I.  Morgan  ;  J. 
Postgate ;  C.  M.  Aldridge. 


OBITUARY. 

At  Carlisle,  on  the  9th  instant,  aged  34,  William. 
EUiot,  M.D.    To  professional  attainments  of  a  high " 
order,  he  added  unwearied  zeal  in  the  pursuit  of  science. 
He  was  an  able,  judicious,  and  humane  practitioner. 
In  all  the  relations  of  private  life  he  was  truly  exem-  • 
plary,  and  his  early  removal  from  a  sphere  of  great  • 
honour  and  usefulness  will  be   long  and  sincerely 
deplored. 


BOOK  RECEIVED. 


Lectures  on  Electricity,  comprising  Galvanism,  Mag- 
netism, Electro-Magnetism,  Magneto,  and  Thermo- 
Electricity.  By  Henry  M.  Noad,  author  of  "  Lectures 
on  Chemistry,"  Sec.  A  new  and  greatly  enlarged  edition. 
Illustrated  by  nearly'  three  hundred  wood  cuts.    Lon- 
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ANNIVERSARY  MEETING. 

The  Members  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association  are  informed  that  the  Twelfth 
Anniversary  Meeting  of  the  Association  will  be  held  at  Northampton,  on  Wednesday,  the  7th,  and 
Thursday,  the  8th  of  August  next. 

The  First  General  Meeting  of  the  Association  will  be  held  in  the  County  Hall,  on  Wednesday, 
August  the  7th,  and  the  President  of  the  Council,  Dr.  Hastings,  will  resign  die  chair  at  one  o'clock  to 
A.  Robertson,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  the  President-Elect,  who  will  then  address  the  Meeting;  after  which  the 
Report  of  the  Council  will  be  read  by  the  Secretary,  cases  will  be  read,  and  other  necessary  business 
will  be  transacted. 

On  Wednesday  evening,  at  eight  p.m.,  the  Members  will  again  assemble  at  the  same  place,  wheu 
the  Retrospective  Address  on  Anatomy  and  Physiology  will  be  delivered  by  Dr.  W.  Budd,  of  Bristol, 
and  Members  will  have  an  opportunity  of  reading  cases  or  other  short  communications. 

On  Thursday  morning,  at  nine  o'clock,  the  Members  of  the  Association  and  their  friends  will 
breakfast  together  at  the  Angel  Hotel ;  for  which  hreakfast  tickets,  at  2s.  6d.  each,  may  be  procured. 

At  twelve  o'clock  the  same  day  a  General  Meeting  of  the  Members  will  again  be  held  in  the  County 
Hall,  when  the  Retrospective  Address  on  Medicine  will  be  delivered  by  Dr.  Cowan,  of  Reading,  and 
cases  and  other  communications  will  be  read. 

On  Thursday  evening,  at  six  o'clock,  the  Members  and  their  friends  will  dine  together  at  the  George 
Hotel ;  to  the  Dinner  the  admission  will  be  by  Ticket  of  8s.  6d.  each  ;  and  for  this  sum  Dinner,  Dessert, 
and  Coffee  will  be  provided, but  Wine  is  not  included. 

Members  are  requested,  on  arriving  at  Northampton,  to  repair  to  the  County  Hall,  where  James 
Mash,  Esq.,  Secretary,  and  other  Members  of  the  Local  Council,  will  be  in  attendance  to  give  every 
necessary  information  as  to  the  progress  of  business,  so  as  to  obviate  confusion.  Tickets  for  the  Break- 
fast and  Dinner  may  also  be  procured  of  these  gentlemen,  and  the  members  and  visitors  are  requested 
to  enter  their  names  and  address  in  a  book  which  will  be  there  provided. 

It  is  requested  that  those  members  who  purpose  to  honour  the  Association  with  their  company,  either 
at  Breakfast  or  Dinner,  will  signify  their  intention  to  Mr.  Mash,  on  or  before  Friday,  the  2d  of  August ; 
such  notice  being  extremely  desirable  to  insure  adequate  preparations  being  made. 

Members  intending  to  read  cases  or  papers  to  the  Meeting,  will  be  good  enough  to  intimate  their 
intention,  either  to  the  President  or  the  Secretary,  on  or  before  the  29th  of  July. 

The  Secretary  will  be  in  attendance  to  receive  the  Subscriptions  and  Arrears  from  those  who  have 
not  previously  bad  an  opportunity  of  paying  them,  and  those  Members  who  do  not  attend  the  Meeting, 
and  wish  to  remit  their  Subscriptions,  may  readily  do  so  through  friends  who  attend  the  Meeting,  or 
through  their  own  Bankers,  to  Messrs.  Robarts  and  Co.,  London,  for  Messrs.  Berwick  and  Co.,  Worcester, 
the  Treasurers  of  the  Association ;  or  the  same  may  be  remitted  by  Post-office  order  to  Dr.  Hastings, 
or  Dr.  Streeten,  Worcester. 

ROBERT  J.  N.  STREETEN,  M.D., 

Secretary  to  the  Association. 

The  attention  of  the  Members  of  the  Association  is  particularly  called  to  the  great  additional 
expense  now  entailed  upon  the  funds  of  the  Society.  By  the  arrangement  which  was  made  at  the 
Anniversary  Meeting  at  York,  the  Members  have,  since  that  time,  in  addition  to  the  Annual  Volume  of 
the  Transactions,  been  supplied  weekly  with  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  and  by  this 
arrangement  they  are  receiving  both  these  publications  for  little  more  than  half  the  sum  which  is  paid 
for  a  weekly  periodical.  It  is  therefore  rendered  very  important  that  Members  should  be  punctual  in 
the  payment  of  their  Subscriptions,  and  also  endeavour  to  increase  the  funds  of  the  Association  by 
enlisting  new  Members.  Members  will  much  promote  the  objects  of  the  Association  by  making  its 
advantages  known  among  their  medical  friends  and  acquaintance. 

*«*  The  Members  of  the  Association  and  gentlemen  intending  to  be  present  at  the  Meeting  will 
bear  in  mind,  that  Blisworth,  on  the  London  and  Birmingham  railroad,  is  the  Northampton  station. 
Among  the  hotels  recommended  for  their  accommodations,  are  the  George,  the  Angel,  and  the  Goat. 


TO   CORRESPONDENTS. 


Communications  have  been  received  from  Dr.  Black;  Mr.  Richard  Chapman ;  Mr.  Addison ;  Mr.  J.  Williams, 
«IAb«gele;M,dMr.W«dleW>rth. 
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MEDICAL  &  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


RETROSPECTIVE  ADDRESS  OF  THE  THIRD 
ANNIVERSARY  OF  THE  READING  PATHO- 
LOGICAL SOCIETY. 

By  Isaac  Harrinson,  Esq.,  Surgeon  to  the 
Dispensary,  Reading. 

(Concluded  from  page  248.) 

ABDOMINAL  VISCERA. 

10.  Mr.  F.  A  Bulley.  The  stomach  of  a  man 
supposed  to  have  died  from  the  effects  of  oxalic  acid. 
It  contained  four  ounces  of  dark  bloody  fluid ;  the 
oesophagus  was  inflamed.  He  promised  a  paper  on  the 
subject 

11.  Mr.  May.  A  portion  of  intestine  taken  from 
a  man,  aged  77,  who  died  from  strangulated  hernia  on 
the  fifth  day.  He  was  found  in  a  state  of  collapse, 
and  no  operation  was  justifiable.  On  inspection  one 
half  of  the  cylinder  of  the  ilenm  was  strangulated, 
sphacelated,  but  without  inflammation.  He  had  had 
no  pain  except  a  little  at  the  umbilicus  the  first  day. 
Mr.  May  then  said  that  pain  was  not  a  symptom  to  be 
relied  on  in  hernis,  though  generally  considered  diag- 
nostic. Two  cases  bad  occurred  to  him  where  the 
hernia  became  strangulated  and  d«feth  followed,  without 
the  patients  baring  bad  any  pain  in  the  tumour.  He 
thought  tbe  true  surgical  rule  was,  where  there  was 
tumour  at  some  of  tbe  Ordinary  places  of  rupture,  with 
symptoms  of  incarceration,  to  cut  down  on  tbe  tumour 
and  ascertain  its  true  nature.  The  length  of  time  which 
occurred  between  strangulation  and  death  was  another 
circumstance  worthy  of  attention,  and  he  instanced 
tbe  case  of  an  old  lady  who  was  well  at  night; 
in  the  morning  symptoms  of  strangulation  came  on, 
and  she  died  in  the  evening.  Tbe  tumour  was  dark, 
and  assumed  the  appearance  of  sphacelus  at  a  very 
entry  period. 

12.  Mr.  May.  The  gall-bladder  taken  from  tbe 
same  patient,  and  filled  with  binary  concretions. 

Mr.  Harrinson  asked  whether  there  was  any  connec- 
tion between  gall  stones  and  deposit  in  tbe  arteries. 

Dr.  Cowan  said  he  thought  not,  as  there  was  no 
chemical  analogy.  It  might  be  from  die  general  con- 
dition of  the  system ;  gall  stones  being  usually  found 
in  corpulent  persons. 

13.  Mr.  Wslford.  A  portion  of  liver  taken  from 
a  child,  aged  13  days.  On  the  third  day  after  birth 
jaundice  set  in ;  it  had  also  drowsiness,  white  stools, 
Ac.  On  the  second  day  before  death,  an  oozing  of 
bloody  fluid  from  the  umbilicus  came  on,  which  could 
not  be  stopped.  No  obstruction  was  found  in  the 
ducts;  the  liver  was  of  a  sooty  colour  ;  tbe  gull-bladder 
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was  small,  and  contained  a  little  thick  dark  green 
matter. 

Mr.  Harrinson  asked  whether,  in  obstructions  to  tbe 
outlet  of  tbe  bile  from  tbe  liver,  tbe  secretion,  still 
went  on  in  the  liver,  and  was  then  absorbed  into  tbe 
system,  or  whether  its  action  was  taken  on  by  other 
organs,  as  the  kidneys,  skin,  dec,  as  bile  wss  found  in 
the  urine  in  jaundice,  some  days  before  tbe  skin  be- 
came discoloured,  and  as  a  small  quantity  of  bile 
injected  into  the  veins  produced  speedy  death. 
*  Dr.  Cowan  thought  there  was  no  such  thing  as  a 
vicarious  action  of  organs;  that  each  organ  bad  its 
special  duty;  but  that  in  interruption  of  its  function, 
other  organs  might  allow  tbe  separation  or  evolution 
of  those  principles  it  was  the,  duty  of  each  organ  to 
eliminate  ;  that  one  great  function  of  the  liver  was  to 
decarbonize  tbe  blood  ;  that  bile  was  s  highly  carbon- 
ised principle ;  but  that  the  liver  could,  only  act  on 
tbe  blood  transmitted  to  it*,  that  tbe  blood  might  be 
much  modified  by  the  processes  of  respiration,  nutrition, 
Ac.  He  thought  that  in  cases  of  obstruction  the  bile 
might  be  absorbed  from  the  liver,  but  that  the  poison- 
ous principle  in  jaundice  might  not  be-  formed  or  not 
absorbed. 

Mr.  Walford  considered  the  bile  not  altogether 
exerementitious,  but  that  it  had  an  important  ialui- 
ence  in  the  formation  of  chyle. 

14.  Mr*  Walford.  A  granular  kidney,  removed 
from  a  boy  aged  ten,  who  had  died  from  universal  inflam- 
mation of  tbe  serous  membranes,  following  scarlatina. 
TTie  urine  was  highly  albuminous. 

15.  Mr.  Harrinson:  The  stomach  of  a  child,  aged 
four  years,  who  was  found  dead  in  bed  an  hour  after 
a  hearty  dinner  of  bread,  cheese,  and  water.  On 
inspection,  no  other  morbid  appearance  was  seen 
than  the  stomach  inordinately  distended  with  lumps 
of  bread,  cheese,  and  masses  of  mucus ;  its  -mucous 
membrane  was  intensely  injected.  He.  thought  that  from 
the  distention  of,  and  irritating  matters  in,  the  stomach, 
there  was  such  a  concentration  of  nervous  energy,  that 
it  died  by  asthenia. 

The  redness  of  tbe  stomach  was  considered  by  the 
Society  as  merely  physiological. 

16.  Mr.  Jeston.  Tbe  rectum  and  lower  part  of 
the  colon  of  a  woman  who  died  from  obstruction  of 
the  bowels,  from  swallowing  a  number  of  cherry  stones. 
No  faeces  passed  for  two  months.  She  died  by 
asthenia.  On  examination,  ulceration  and  perforation 
of  the  rectum  were  found  about  four  inches  from  tbe 
anus.  There  was  much  thickening  of  the  intestine, 
but  no  evidence  of  malignant  disease.  t 

17.  Mr.  Dunn,   A  preparation,  taken  ffom  a  man  - 
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who  died  suddenly  in  the  Hospital.  There  was  a  large 
abcets  in  the  peritoneum,  with  a  communication  into 
the  intestine. 

UTERUS  A  NO    ITS   APPSNDAGKS. 

•  18*  Mr.  May.  The  uterus  and  ovaries  removed 
from  a  girl,  aged  22  years,  who  died  in  a  state  of 
anamia.  At  about  the  time  of  puberty  she  had  an 
attack  of  mania,  preceded  by  nymphomania.  She 
recovered  for  a  time.  The  catamenia  never  appeared; 
nymphomania  returned,  followed  by  mania,  and  she 
gradually  sank.  He  had  reason  to  believe  that  she 
practised  onanism.  Examination  after  death  dis- 
covered no  abnormal  condition  of  the  brain  or  lungs. 
Heart  very  small,  not  larger  than  a  child's  of  five  years 
old  ;  uterus  very  small ;  ovaries  exceedingly  vascular ; 
tunics  of  ovaries  much  thickened  -9  pubes,  vagina,  dec., 


Dr.  Cowan  asked  whether  anything  peculiar  had 
been  observed  in  the  cerebellum.  He  thought  the  con- 
nexion between  the  cerebellum  and  the  sexual  propen- 
sity sufficiently  established.  This,  from  the  researches, 
of  Gall,  could  not  be  disputed.  He  considered  it  as  a 
general  rule  that  nymphomania  was  connected  with  the 
cerebellum,  while  onanism  depended  on  local  irrita- 
tion ;  but  that  nymphomania  might  be  produced  by  a 
local  cause,  as  eczema  pudendi,  etc;  that  also  in 
nymphomania  there  was  a  desire  for  sexual  intercourse, 
while  from  onanism  there  was  an  aversion. 

Mr.  Hnrrinson  believed  it  was  generally  admitted 

,.      .  that  gouty  and  rheumatic  individuals  were  exceedingly 

^*  salacious,  and  considered  it  curious  that  colchicum, 

the  remedy  for  these  diseases,  should  also  bare  the 

power  of  nearly  extinguishing  the  sexual  propensity, 

while  it  was  also  a  specific  for  chordee. 

19.  Mr.  Vines.  The  uterus  of  a  young  woman,  who 
died  twenty-four  hours  after  parturition,  from  puerperal 
fever.  On  examination,  the  upper  part  of  the  uterus 
was  found  blackened,  with  portions  of  placenta  remain- 
ing. The  lower  part  was  gangrenous.  lucre  was 
effusion  into  the  larger  joints. 

Mr.  May  said  this  case  demonstrated  the  necessity  of 
injecting  the  uterus  more  frequently.  He  believed 
that  many  cases  of  puerperal  fever  arose  from  impri- 
soned and  putrescent  discharges.  He  related  the  case 
of  a  lady  who  suffered  from  puerperal  fever,  tympanitic 
abdomen,  and  other  very  alarming  symptoms.  The 
vagina  and  uterus  were  carefully  washed  out,  and  she 
immediately  became  better.  He  believed  that  the 
medical  man  very  frequently  was  the  medium  of  pro- 


Dr.  Cowan  thought  puerperal  fever  might  be  epi- 
demic ;  might  arise  from  general  causes,  as  other 
diseases ;  and  that  though  it  might  arise  from  offensive 
discharges,  yet  it  might  be  propagated  by  other  means 
than  through  the  medical  man. 

Dr.  Woodhouse  said  that  in  the  Dublin  Lying-in 
Hospital  puerperal  fever  was  found  to  prevail  most 
extensively  at  those  times  when  typhus  was  endemic 
in  the  city. 

ABNORMAL   AND  MORBID  POSTAL  CONDITIONS. 

20.  Mr.Walford.  The  placenta  of  a  female  delivered 
of  twins  at  the  sixth  month.  She  had  on  several 
previous  occasions  miscarried,  and  the  placenta  been 
found  diseased.  In  this  were  large  clots  of  blood, 
apoplexy  of  the  placenta,  the  cause  of  the  abortion. 


21.  Mr.  Harrlnaon.  The  placenta  of  a  lady  who  had 
miscarried  at  two  months.  This  was  the  fourth  time  at 
the  same  period.  There  was  a  thick  membrane 
externally,  the  indurated  deetdua,  causing  obstruction 
of  the  circulation,  apoplexy  of  the  chorion,  end  ulti- 
mately producing  abortion. 

22.  Mr.  Harrinson.  A  portion  of  au  umbttieel 
cord  with  a  single  knot  on  it.  The  entire  length  of  the 
cord  was  not  accurately  ascertained,  but  it  was  not 
unusual ;  the  quantity  of  liquor  amnti  not  excessive; 
nor  was  the  nutrition  of  the  child  at  all  influenced. 
Since  this  was  presented,  two  other  esses  of  single  knot 
have  been  met  with.  The  conditions  apparently  neces- 
sary for  the  production  of  knots,  vis.,  a  long  cord,  end 
an  excess  of  liquor  amnii,  were  not  present  in  any. 

23.  Mr.  Harrinson.  A  double  placenta,  united  by 
two  large  vessels  and  the  membranes.  He  was  called 
in  by  a  midwife.  The  child  bad  been  born  dead,  and 
the  placenta  had  been  retained  five  hours.  Much  ergot 
had  been  used.  He  enquired  whether  any  one  be- 
lieved that  ergot  exerted  any  injurious  medicinal  influ- 
ence on  the  foetus  ?  Dr.  Beatty,  in  a  paper  in  the 
Dublin  Journal,  had  stated  that  it  did,  and  that  it 
ought  not  to  be  given  when  the  labour  was  not  likely 
to  be  determined  in  two  hours. 

Mr.  Msy  stated  he  had  found  ergot  exert  an  influence 
on  the  pregnant  uterus  as  early  aa  four  months  and  a 
half.    Mr.  Jeston  had  never  known  it  originate  uterine 


Mr*  Vines  had  found  it  originate  uterine  action  in  a 
alight  degree  at  the  fifth  month. 

Mr.  Waldron  had  known  it  given  at. the  eighth 
month  with  success  in  a  case  of  contracted  pelvis. 

The  eligibility  of  ergot  to  operative  measures,  its 
mode  of  administration,  its  influence  on  the  mother,  its 
use  in  hemorrhage,  nmnorrhagia,  dec,  were  then  dis- 
cussed, but  nothing  novel  was  elicited. 

24.  Mr.  Harrinson.  A  beautiful  specimen  of  apo- 
plexy of  the  placenta,  passed  by  a  woman,  aged  31. 
Since  the  birth  of  her  last  child,  four  years  before,  her 
catamenia  had  been  very  irregular,  bat  during  the  Inst 
twelve  months  regular  as  to  time,  though  very  much 
increased  in  quantity.  She  was  admitted  under  him 
with  all  the  symptoms,  general  and  physical,  of  chro- 
nic inflammation  of  the  uterus.  For  the  last  two 
years  flatus  had  escaped  in  considerable  quantity  from 
the  womb.  She  had  none  of  the  symptoms  of  preg- 
nancy. After  a  time  this  diseased  msss  was  passed, 
and  all  her  symptoms  disappeared.  No  foetus  was 
found.  The  length  of  time  that  it  had  been  in  the 
uterus  waa  considered  very  uncertain. 

Dr.  Cowan  then  referred  to  the  recent  statements 
respecting  the  origin  of  uterine  fibrous  tumours,  as 
probably  originating  in  the  escape  of  ovisacs  into  the 
uterine  tissue  by  various  channels.  Statistics  proved 
that  the  uterus  was  peculiarly  the  seat  of  fibeous 
growths,  that  they  were  never  found  prior  to  puberty, 
and  were  much  more  frequent  in  women  who  had 
been  characterised  by  uterine. activity,  and  not  un- 
frequently  by  the  presence  of  hair  and  other  growths. 
Indicating  an  origin  from  a  highly  ongnoised  ceil. 
This  is  rendered  probable,  and  is  not  mere  sur- 
prising than  that  the  impregnated  .ovum  should  escape 
into  the  tissue  of  the  uterus,  and  form  what  is  tut  mad 
"  mtfrtttiiai  gutttuM." 
25.  Mr.  Harrinson.     A  mature  child  with  bentin 


of  the  fiver.    It  Hred  ten  boor*.    The 
•  number  Of  the  small  intestines  wen 
sheath  of  the  unibihcal  cord.    It  was  an 
srreH  of  development  of  the  abdominal  parietes. 

The  atate  of  the  placenta  and  ovum  in  labours  and 
abortions  is  most  unaccountably  overlooked  and  neg- 
lected by  practitionen  in  general.  Few  deny  the 
valve  of  their  investigation.  All  confess  the  poverty 
of  ©or  knowledge  of  the  precise  nature  of  their  mor- 
bid conditions,  and  yet  they  give  themselves  no 
trouble,  nor  take  any  pains  to  extend  it.  This  is  the 
less  excusable,  as  opportunity  abounds  to  every  prac- 
titioner. By  a  little  more  attention  to  these  matters, 
we  might  frequently  be  enabled  to  prevent  those  mis- 
haps, so  disappointing  to  the  patient,  and  so  annoying 
to  the  surgeon.  Undoubtedly  the  whole  pathology  of 
abortions  is  usually  to  be  found  in  morbid  conditions 
of  the  ovum.  Dr.  Lee  is  opposed  to  the  opinion  that 
these  diseases  of  the  ovum  arise  from  inflammation, 
but  considers  them  to  be  most  frequently  the  result 
of  some  constitutional  disorder  in  one  or  both  parents. 
He  thinks  that  in  the  greater  number  of  cases  syphilis 
is  the  cause.  In  confirmation  of  this  view,  I  beg  ta 
direct  particular  attention  to  a  paper  on  Congenita; 
Syphilis,  by  Dr.  Campbell,  in  the  June  number  of  the 
Edinburgh  Monthly  Journal.  The  subject  demands 
the  most  searching  enquiry. 

MALIGNANT  DISEASES. 

26.  Mr.  May.  A  carcinomatous  breast,  removed 
from  a  lady,  aged  60.  There  was  no  glandular  enlarge* 
meat;  the  general  health  was  good.  He  then  comi 
mented  on  the  liability  to  return,  and  the  unsatisfac* 
tory  result  of  late  operations,  and  agreed  that  these 
affections  were  better  removed  in  the  early  stage. 

The  hereditary  nature  of  carcinoma  was  then  die* 
cussed  and  agreed  on.  Mr.  Jeston  had  found  a  weak 
solution  of  nitric  acid,  ten  minims  to  one  pint  of 
carrot  water,  most  useful  in  cicatrising  cancerous 
ulcers  of  the  mamma.  He  stated  that  the  cavity  was 
not  filled  up  with  granulations,  but  was  merely  skinned 
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Bn.iJ    31-  Mr.  Walford.    A  small  tumour,  of  a 
Snature,  removed  from  the  forehead  of  a  young 
It  followed  a  blow  on  the  part 


27.  Mr.  Walford.  Carcinoma  of  the  oesophagus, 
removed  from  a  woman,  aged  68,  who  was  affected 
and  died  with  the  ordinary  symptoms.  The  malignant 
or  non-malignant  nature  of  the  morbid  changes  in 
these  cases  was  next  discussed;  and  Mr.  May  made 
tome  valuable  observations  on  the  use  of  the  probang, 
deprecating  its  employment  where  pain  was  occasioned. 

28.  Mr.  F.  A.  BuUey.  A  large  mam  of  medullary 
sarcoma,  taken  from  the  pelvis  of  a  man,  and  comma-  , 
nicating  with  the  bladder.  Mr.  Bulley  promised  to 
read  a  paper  on  the  case. 

TUMOURS. 

29.  Mr.  May.  Two  small  tumours,  which  to  him 
were  curious.  They  had  lately  been  described  by  Dr. 
E.  Wison.  They  appeared  to  have  been  originally 
follicular,  the  scretion  becoming  afterwards  converted 
into  bone.  They  were  taken  from  the  arm  of  a  young 
lady,  aged  15,  and  were  readily  removed.  She  bad  had 
one  of  a  similar  nature,  the  size  of  a  turkey's  egg, 
removed  from  the  same  arm,  some  years  before.  They 
probably,  if  let  alone,  would  have  attained  a  large  sine. 

30.  Mr.  Walford.  A  steatoroatous  tumour,  the 
shfrof  a  walnut,  removed  from  the  upper  lip  of  a  man, 
aged  40  years.    It  was  of  three  years  growth* 


calculi;  concustions. 

32.  Mr.  May.  A  small  urinary  calculus,  removed 
from  a  boy  in  the  hospital,  composed  of  lithate  of 
ammonia,  with  a  coating  of  the  triple  phosphates.  The 
operation  was  performed  m  the  usual  wsy. 

33.  Mr.  Harrinson.  A  lithic  acid  calculus,  weigh- 
ing eight  ounces  and  a  half,' removed  after  death,  from 
the  bladder  of  an  old  man.  He  had  two  sons  and  two 
daughters.  The  elder  son  died  from  stone,  at  66  years 
of  age;  the  younger  son  passed  gravel  for  years. 
Some  of  the  children  of  each  son  had  passed  several 
smtul  calculi.    The  two  daughters' never  suffered. 

34.  Mr.  Harrinson.  A  small  calculus,  found  in  the 
kidney  of  a  pig,  composed  of  lithic  add. 

35.  Mr.  Harrinson.  A  beautiful  specimen  of  mul- 
berry calculus,  taken  after  death,  from  the  bladder  of 
a  pig.  It  was  exceedingly  hard,  and  weighed  six  and 
B-halJf  drachms.  The  bladder  was  thickened  and 
ulcerated.  The  age  of  the  pig,  an  Irish  one,  was 
about  six  months.  He  could  riot  ascertain  the  usual 
food  of  such  pigs.  From  extensive  enquiries  among 
pig-killers,  it  was  probable  that  stone  occurred  about 
once  in  two  thousand  animals. 

36.  Mr.  Taylor  presented  two  specimens  of  those 
siliceous  deposits  found  in  the  intestines  of  horses. 
One,  the  size  of  a  fist,  had  a  nucleus  of  steel,  the  other 
was  an  enormous  concretion,  and  weighed  15  pounds. 

I  must  now  conclude  this  lengthened  address  with 
an  enumeration  of  the  instruments  exhibited  during 
the  session. 

Mr.  Harrinson  showed  Ronketti's  complete  apparatus 
for  testing  the  urine,  &c.  A  speculum  lamp,  with 
reflector,  ingeniously  contrived  by  Miller,  of  Piccadilly ; 
he  had  found  it  indispensable  in  the  examination  of 
diseases  of  the  esr,  nose,  &c,  and  efficient  in  all  cases 
requiring  the  speculum  and  artificial  light.  Also 
Chitty  Clendon's  forceps  for  extracting  foreign  bodies 
from  the  ear;  and  Mr.  Wilde's  case  of  ear  instruments 

Mr.  May.  Mr.  HUton's  tracheotomy  trochar,  stated 
by  Mr.  Vines  to  be  the  last  instrument  approved  of  by 
the  late  Sir  A.  Cooper,  Also  a  bath  speculum— a 
perforated  tube  to  be  introduced  in  the  bath,  so  as  to 
admit  water,  simple  and  medicated,  to  the  os  and 
cervix  uteri.  The  idea  was  suggested  by  Dr.  Ashweil. 
In  its  presentation  he  made  some  valuable  observations 
on  ulceration  and  ulcers  of  the  cervix  uteri,  and 
insisted  on  the  necessity  of  a  rigid  examination. 

An  important  and  not  less  pleasing  part  of  my  duty 
would  be  left  undone  were  I  not,  in  conclusion,  to 
tender  our  united  and  most  sincere  thanks  and  acknow- 
ledgments to  our  esteemed  and  worthy  Secretary,  Dr. 
Woodhouse.  The  appointment  is  one  of  no  ordinary 
difficulty,  involving  much  time,  and  entailing  much 
trouble  and  personal  inconvenience ;  and  from  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  fulfilled,  he  amply  merits  the 
meed  of  our  highest  praise,  and  the  tribute  of  our 

ost  unqualified  gratitude. 

Finally,  I  may  be  permitted  to  trust  that  the  task  of 
your  historian  in  each  succeeding  year  will  be  more 
arduous ;  that  the  materials  will  be  more  abundant, 
and  that  he  may  elicit  an  address  more  worthy  of  your 
notice  and  attention.  Di9itized 
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ON  Tff*  FL0ID  ELEMENT  OF  THE  CIRC 
LATING  BLOOD,  AND  ON  THE  CONSTANT 


21.  Miv'pon  tfcis  fluid  therein  every  reason  ttfbetteie 
Bi^crresultB  from  the  transformation  or  bunting  of 


CHANGES  AtfD  VARIAtlON  TO  WHICH  W«  t**"8  5  k.e ™*  **?  *  b  a  "i****."1         t 
,«  •  ,.«'. «  '       '       •      ,|or  experienced  the  first  stage  of  aMiriiihnim  to  the 

structure,  differing  therefore  in  many  important  respects 


IS  LIABLE 

By  Willi  Ait  Addison,  F.L.S.,  Malvern, 


td.tbb  kd1tqr  of  thb  provincial  medical  and 

surgical  journal. 
Sir,  , 

The  blood  consists  of  two  distinct  parts,  a  fluid,  and 
the  cells.  .What  is  the  nature  of  the  fluid  ?  The  fol-' 
lowiog  considerations  may  assist  us  in  answering  this 
important  question.  When  large  quantities  of  water, 
os  of  watery  infusions,  are  drunk,  and  especially  if  they 
are  so  when  the  stomach  is  nearly  empty  of  food,  (he 
water  disappears  from  the  alimentary  canal  and  finds 
its  rway/iata  the  ..circulating  current  of  the  blood, 
whereby  it  must  increase  the  amount  and  alter,  for  a 
time  at  least,. the  qualities  of  its  fluid  element.  The 
water,  or  watery  infusions,  thus  disappearing  from  the 
alimentary  surfaces,  are  often  charged  with  various 
soluble  materials,  that  have  undergone  no  stage  of  vital 
transformation,  so  .that  the  odour  of  asparagus,  turpen- 
tine, alchohol,  ether,  onions,  toasted  bread,  and  of  many 
other  matters  received  as  aliment,  way  be  speedily 
detected,  either,  in  the  urine  or  in  the  pulmonary  exhala- 
tion. Wherefore,  it  is  evident  that  sundry  kinds 
of  unassimilated  matter,  mere  chemical  compounds, 
come  into  contact  with  the  blood-cells,  through  the 
medium  of  the  blood-fluid,  which  varies  with  the 
diet  and  the  qualities  of  tke  drink.  These  unaasi- 
roUated  matters  may  tend  either,  to  assist  the  vital' 
transformations  of  the  ceUs  and  promote  tfee  normal 
process  of  nutrition,  or  to  retard  them  and  derange  it, 
and  the  retardation  or  derangement  may  amount  to  a 
poison. ,  I  have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  refer  to 
the  numerous  authorities  extant,  in  support  of  the  above 
propositions,  nor  do  I  imagine  it  necessary  m  order  to 
gain  for  them  the  assent  of  every  reader. 

The, .urine  is  derived  from  the  blood;  and  it  appears 
that  the  excess  of  water,  absorbed  by  the  alimentary 
surfaces,,  with  the  saline  and  untransformed  elements 
it, .may  contain,  finds  its  principal* and  appropriate 
exit  froin  the  circulation  through  the  walls  of  the 
capillary  tufts  of  the  Malpighian  bodies  of  the  kidnics, 
as  indicated  by  the  researches  of  Mr.  Bowman.* 

<'.' Diuretic  medicines,',  he  observes,  "appear  to  act 
specialty  on  the,  MsJpighiau  bodies  ;  and  various  for eign 
embtteuces,  particularly,  salts,  which,. when  introduced 
into  the  blood,  pass  off  by  urine  with  great  freedom^ 
AKude,  in  ail  probability,  tbrpugh  this  bare  system  of 
capillaries.  The  structure  of  the  Malpighian  bodies 
indicates  thU^anjd  also,  as  far  as  they  are  known,  the 
,  Urns  . regulating  the  transmission  of  fluids  through 
•  organized  tissues,  modified  in  their  affinities' by  vitality. 
The  escape  also  of  certain  morbid  products  occasion- 
ally found  in  the  urine  seems  to  be  from  the  lifalpighiap 
tufts.  I  allude  especially  to  uugar,  albumen,  and  I  he 
red  particle*  if  the  blood." f  , 

There  iaanother  fluid  flowing  by  a  large  canal  into  the 
circulating  blood,  and  adding  to  its  watery  element-J- 
Unsia  the  chyle. 
From  various  experimental  and  microscopical  re- 

•  ftrijoioptiical  Transactions.  Part  i,  1842. 
t  Loo,  sppra  c|tt  p.  77, 


from  that  absorbed  by  the  alimentary  surfaces.  Uien, 
again,  it  is  very  probable  that  variable  amounts  of 
disintegrating  animal  matter  are  removed  from  the 
tissue — from  the  walls  of  the  capillary  canals— of  all 
the  organs  of  the  body,  by  the  blood-fluid  rapidly  cir- 
culating through  them,  and  toe  know  that  the  colour- 
less blood-cells,  which  attach  themselves  to  these  tissues 
for  the  purposes  of  nutrition  and  secretion,  may,  after 
a  variable  period*  in  consequence  of  some  accidental 
or  local  influence  interfering  with  the  process,  and 
probably,  after  having  undergone  some  specific  changes, 
be  again  driven  into  the  circulation,  stad  they  probably 
impart  something  to  the  blood-fluid.  Whether  they  do 
so  or  not,  does  not  vary  the  probability  of  the  following 
conclusion,  viz.  .—Thai  the  fluid  ditt&mg  from  ike 
capillary  tnfte  of  the  Malpighian  bodies  of  the  kid*ie» 
w  the  blood  ftuidr—\.  e.,  the  fluid  in  which  the  eeUe  heme 
floated  in  the  living  body* 

From  the  facts  here  stated,  with  those  contained  in 
my  experimental  researches  lately  published,  it  must 
be  evident  that  under  whatever  denomination  we  regard 
this  fluid,  it  must  constantly  vary : — 

1st.  By  variations  in  the  nature  or  quality  of  the 
solid' and  fluid  matters  received  within  thetody  aSfood 
and  drink ;  and  by  any  alteration  In  the  nature  of  the 
elements  absorbed  in  respiration,  or  through  the 
medium  of  the  skin. 

2nd.  By  alterations  in  the  nature  and  character- 
istics in  the  fluid  element  bf  the  chyle. 

3rd.  By  variations,  local  or  general,  in  the  pro- 
cess of  nutrition. 

It  necessarily  follows  from  these  conclusions,  that  if 
imagination,  mind,  and  mental  emotion,  can  vary  the 
process  of  nutrition,  and  retard  or  accelerate  a  secre- 
tion, they  can  also  vary  the  qualities  of  the  blood-fluid, 
and  therefore  of  the  urine. 

But  the  reader  will  bear  id  mind,  that  the  urine  as 
it  is  discharged  from  the  body  is  something  more  than 
the  fluid  distilling  from  the  Malpighian  bodies  of  the 
kidnics.  ft  is  largely  mingled  with  the  matter  result- 
ing from  the  disintegrated  epithelium,  lining  the  interior 
of  the  tortuous  urinary  canals  of  the  kidney,  and  wkh 
mucus  and  the  mucous  epithelium  of  the  bladder. 

"  In  many  cases,"  says  Mr.  Bowman, "  the  epithelial 
particles  appear  to  be  cast  off  entire  when  their  growth 
is  complete  and  thus  to  form  the*  secretion  ;  in  other 
instances  they  seem  to  lose  their  substance  by  a  more 
gradual  process,  and  to  waste  or  dissolve  away  on  the 
Bnrfaceof  the  membrane  as  fresh  particles  are  deposited 
below."* 

When  fluid  is  slowly  poured  out  by  the  Malpighian 
bodies,  it  will  probably  contain  when  ultimately  dis- 
charged, much  more  of  this  extraneous  epithelial  matter, 
than  when  it  is  more  quickly  poured  out. 

From  the  preceding  considerations  I  conclude, 
that  the  urine  of  a  healthy  person,  free  from  disease, 
either  in  the  kidnies  or  in  the  bladder,  in  a  very 
much  nearer  approach  to  the  fluid  in  which  (he 
cells  float  in  their  circulation  through  the  living  body, 
than  either  the  serum  remaining  after  the  fibrillation, 

*  Jjoc.cit,,  p.7*« 
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oiPthe,  fibrine  of  a  maw  of  Mood,  or  the  Honor 
gliliii9  which  sometimes  Boats  at  its  surface. 

When  tiebig  wrote  the  Organic  Chemistry  of  Hrys*. 
ology,  ftc.,  he  could  not  be  aware  of  the  great  import- 
ance which  late  researches  have  attached  to  the  colour- 
less-blood-cells, in  the  process  of  nutrition  or  secretion. 
Hie  question  which  these  researches  have  raised  is 
whether  the  plastic  element  of  the  blood  (fibrine, 
albumen,  and  molecules)  is  mixed  and  incorporated 
with  the  saline  and  fluid  element  during  the  circula- 
tion through  the  liviog  vessels,  or  whether  the  chief  oft 
these  elements  at  least,  are  not,  during  their  circula-; 
tion  as  constituents  of  the  blood,  enclosed  within  the. 
colourless-cells,— that  is,  whether  in  the  normal  process' 
of  transformation  and  nutrition  the  cells  burst  and| 
mingle  their  living  contents  with  the  fluid  of  the 
Mood,  the  mixed  materials  circulating  through  the 
tissues;  or  whether  the  cells  first  adhere  to  the  tissues! 
they  are  designed   to   nourish,  so  that  their  plastic, 
contents,   instead  of  mingling  with  the  circulating; 
fluid,  are  appropriated  to  nutrition  and  secretion  at- 
the  point  of  adhesion.  . 

Upon  the  former  view,  the  fluid  element  of  the! 
blood  would  be,  as  is  now  supposed,  of  a  Very  plastic) 
nature,  and  the  materials  required  for  the  secretions] 
and  the  nutrition  of  the  several  organs  would  be  drawn, 
out  of  it  by  some  peculiar  selective  endowment  in  thej 
tissues.  Upon  the  latter  view,  which  myresearcteahavel 
led  me  to  adopt,  the  fluid  element  of  the  blood  would) 
be  a  saline,  limpid,  and  variable  land  of  liquid,  of  auj, 
excrementWous  rather  than  of  a  nutritive  nature  i 
and  the  nutritive  materials,  the  chief  of  which  I  con-j 
cerve  to  be  living  molecules,  would  be  applied  to  the 
various  tissues  by  the  colourless-cells  themselves. 

This  latter  view  is  supported  by  all  the  facts  that  1 
have  witnessed  in  the  circulation  of  the  frog ;  and 
corroborated  by  an  examination  of  the  characters  of 
the  blood  in  inflamed  parts,  and  of  the  various  appear, 
ances  of  the  colourless-cells,  and  their  transformed 
and  plastic  dements  in  liquor  sanguinis,  lymph,  mucus, 
saliva,  the  tears,  and  pus. 

On  viewing  the  circulation  through  the  capillaries 
and  minute  vessels  of  a  frog's  foot  that  has  been  verjf 
carefully  handled,  the  blood-fluid  appears  to  be  a  thin 
and  limpid  liquid.  When  the  foot  has  been  immersee) 
in  tepid  water  or  exposed  to  any  other  source  of  irrita* 
tion,  then  a  plastic  element,  distinct  from  the  circula* 
ting  fluid,  may  be  seen ;  but  this  element  is  stationary, 
lining  the  interior  boundary  of  the  tissues  forming  the 
narietesof  the  vessels,  numerous  colourless  cells  ar^ 
entangled  in  it,  and  the  nutrition  of  the  part  hj 
abnormally  or  unusually  increased. 

Hence,  therefore,  I  conclude  that  the  liquor  wngtdl 
mt— the  colourless  and  plastic  layer  at  the  surface  ojr 
bufly  blood,  is  analogous  to  the  stationary,  colourless; 
and  plastic  layer  seen  in  the  irritated  vessels  of  the 
living  frog,  and  a  very  different  thing  from  the  fluid 
forming  the  vehicle  by  which  the  cells  circulate  through 
the  body.  The  plastic  element  in  the  former  case  is 
derived  from  cells  engaged  in  the  process  of  nutrition^ 
and  in  the  other  'from  similar  cells  which  have  beet 
ruptured  by  change  of  situation.  Viewed  in  this  light, 
the  liquor  sanguinis  of  blood  withdrawn  from  the  body 
may  be  regarded  as  a  compound  of  the  plastic  element 
and  molecules  from  the  interior  of  ruptured  colourless^ 
cells,  with  the  water,  the  saline,  and  other  mxtin  of 


the  blood-fluid.  During  coagulation  two  portmus  of 
the  photic  dement,  tftef  fibttfte  anfl  the  molecoios, 
with  the  uiiruptttredceHa,  separate  and  form  a  fibrous 
jsfesue,  while  a  third  portion  remains  Incorporated 
Vitfa,  and  adds  to  the  amount  of  the  albummoos  ele- 
ments of  the  blood-fluid,  forming  the  serum;  or,  to 
use  the  chemical  language  of  the  day,  "The  chief 
constituents  of  the  Wood  and  the  easeine  of  milk  may 
be  regarded  as  compounds  Of  phosphates  and  other 
salts,  and  of  sulphur  and  phosphorus,  with  a  compound 
of  carbon,  nitrogen,  hydrogen,  and  oxygen."  That  is, 
if  I  understand  the  passage  rightly,  as  compounds  of 
the  saline  and  other  elements  of  the  bloesVfluid,  with 
the  elements  from  the  interior  of  cells. 

The  preceding  cbiisidcrations  have  induced  sne  to 
enter  upon  a  series  of  eiperimental  researches,  to 
determine  the  visible  effects  produced  upon  recent 
blood-cells  by  fresh  and  warm  mine.  It  wouti  be 
premature  to  enter  upon  the  results  now,  but  I  nun/ 
refer  those  who  wish  to  sathty  themaelteu  of  the  exist- 
ence of  an  interior  matter  or  corrugated  interior 
vesicle  in  the  red-blood-cells,  or  to  see  pecsAmr 
changes  and  motions  in  the  cells  themselves,  •  to  the 
appearances  presented  by  these  objects  after  contact 
with  fresh  urine,  as  shown  by  a  linear  power  of  from 
700  to  900  diameters. 

1  remain,  Sir, 

Yours  very  obediently, 

W.  ADDISON. 
Jury  *0, 1844. 

P.S;  I  cannot  forbear  remarking  upon  the  **** 
JrM  with  which  the  writer  in  the  British  and  Fonsitjn 
Review  treats  my  molecule..  I  a*  almost  mefcncdto 
imagine  that  he  must  have  often  seen  them  *»  <*»  en* 
qfihektmam  srnierure,  before  me  publication  of  my 
researches. 


CASE  OF  INTRA-UTERINE  TUMOUR.  V' 
to  th«  WTO*  of  th»  provincial  medical  and 

SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

I  herewith  furnish  you  with  a  few  brief  notes  of  a 
very  singular  case  which  recently  came  under  my 
observation,  and  which  J  do  not  find  noticed  by  any 
of  the  writers  on  midwifery  whom  I  have  consulted. 
If  you  should  find  them  sufficiently  interesting,  by 
inserting  them  in  your  journal  you  will  much  oblige, 
Sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  THOMAS  HAMILTON. 
Birkenhead,  July  12, 1844. 

Mary  Kaye,  aged  44^  married  eighteen  years,  the 
mother  of  six  children  ;  eight  years  since  her  last  preg* 
nancy ;  states  that  her  general  health  has  always  been 
good,  catamenia  regular;  has  for  many  years  been 
subject  to  prolapsus  uteri.  About  two  years  ago  she 
perceived  that  the  uterus,  which  had  been  down  for 
some  time  previously,  and  which  gave  her  the  impres- 
sion of  being  clotted  over  with  numerous  small 
excrescences  like  warts,  begsn  to  recover  its  natural 
position,  when  she  imagined  she  was  again  becoming 
pregnant.  She,  however,  continued  to  menstruate, 
and  increased  in  size  for  about  twelve  months,  at 
times  being  much  annoyed  with  bearing-down  paina, 
like  thoae  of  labour,  but  WW  felt  any  degree  of 
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notion  in  the  womb.  After  thia  period  these  pains 
«**•**%  sod  the  tumour,  which  hud  assumed  the  size 
tf  ttttusevos  In  the  fifth  month  of  pregnancy,  gave  her 
no  other  sanoyance  than  from  its  bulk  and  wei^ht^ 
lilt  about  four  months  ago,  when  her  health  began  to 
sail;  she  complained  of  toss  of  appetite,  great  pros- 
•ration  of  -strength,  pains  in  the  back  and  legs,  &c, 
•which  induced  her  to  seek  advice.  Some  weeks  after- 
wards an  extremely  offensive  discharge,  much  resem- 
bling unhealthy  matter,  made  its  appearance,  and  the 
labour-pains  reappeared,  attended  with  considerable 
hsMnofiftage. 

On 'examination  pervaginain,the  os  uteri  was  found 
dilated  to  the  size  of  half-a-crown,  and  a  large  sub- 
atanee  presenting,  round  which  the  finger  could  be 
easily  passed  as  far  as  it  could  reach. 

As  the  uterus  was  endeavouring  evidently  to  rid 
itself  of  this  large  mass,  and  as  the  pains  were  short 
and  ineffectual,  with  the  os  uteri  sufficiently  dilated,  an 
I  of  the  ergot  of  rye  was  cautiously  adrainis- 
On  the  third  day  of  its  use  a  portion  of  this 
i  had  reached  the  external  parts,  which  was 
with  some  difficulty  detached  and  removed.  Another  j 
portion  followed  in  three  days,  and  finally  the  re- ' 
saainder  was  expelled  six  days  afterwards,  unattended 
by  haemorrhage,  or  any  unfavourable  symptom.  The 
uterine  discharge  immediately  ceased;  her  appetite 
improved ;  and  she  has  since  been  progressing  in  health 
and  strength. 

It  now  remains  for  me  to  endeavour  to  describe  the 
character  of  the  mass  which  came  away,  and  which  is 
now  in  my  possession. 

The  weight  is  about  four  pounds,  the  colour  is  a  dirty 
white  inclining  to  amber,  the  surface  very  even,  being 
in  parts  tabulated,  in  others  fimbriated  or  fringed,  and 
the  substance,  which  is  of  an  uniform  density,  has  a 
fatty  appearance,  somewhat  resembling  the  fibrous 
parts  of  meat  that  has  been  well  boiled.  After  a 
careful  examination  no  trace  of  membranes;  umbi- 
lical cord,  bone,  cartilage,  or  vessels  of  nutrition  could 
be  discovered.'  The  last  portion  however  that  was 
expelled,  though  apparently  not  in  the  least  differing 
in  structure  from  the  other  parts,  yet  reminded  me  of 
a  placenta,  presenting  as  it  did  on  one  side  a  smooth 
and  shining,  and  on  the  other  a  more  uneven  and 
fleshy  surface. 

This  may  not  be  a  first-rate  description,  but  in  a 
case  of  this  kind  it  may  readily  be  supposed  that  it  is 
not  very  easy  to  convey  anything  like  an  exact  idea  of 
a  substance  formed  under  such  circumstances.  Per- 
haps 1  may  here  be  allowed  to  record  the  very  decided 
effects  which  followed'  the  exhibition  of  the  secale 
cornutum.  Soon  after  the  first  dose  had  been  given, 
the  uterus  which  had  before  been  in  a  comparative 
passive  state,  began  to  contract,  and  the  pains  con- 
tinued to  increase  both  in  power  and  frequency  during 
its  administration,  which  consisted  of  five  or  lux  doses 
cacn  rooming/  at  intervals  of  fifteen  minutes.  On 
withholding  the  medicine,  the  uterus  again  returned 
to  its  former  state  of  quiescence,  and  so  remained 
until  it  was  again  called  into  action  by  a  repetition  of 
the  ergot  On  the  following  morning. 
'  T  mention  this  as  it  still  remains  a  question,  sub 
judice,  whether  the  secale  cornutum  will  produce  it* 
specific  effects  on  an  unimpregnaled  uterus. 


CASS  OF  ACUTE  INFLAMMATION.  OF  T8£ 
PIA  MATER,  WITH  INFLAMMATION  OF 
THE  CEREBRUM— HOMOEOPATHY— DEATH. 
.  Tfce  following  case  of  acute  cerebral  inflammation 
presents  several  features  of  peculiar  interest.  In  its 
commencement  it  was  altogether  neglected,  and  warn 
subsequently  treated  homceopathically ;  it  conse- 
quently affords  an  instance  of  the  disease  allowed  to 
proceed  to  its  termination  without  interference,  and  is 
well  calculated  to  exemplify  its  natural  progress  and 
termination. 

The  case  was  read  before  the  Dublin  Patho- 
logical 6ociety  by  Mr.  Adams,  who  was  called  in 
to  witness  the  closing  scene,  aad  is  published  in  the 
report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Society  in  the  last 
number  of  the  Dublin  Journal  of  Medical  Science. 
The  subject  of  the  attack  was  a  young  lady,  23  yean 
of  age,  and  the  following  particulars  of  its  progress  and 
treatment  were  carefully  collected  by  Mr.  Adams,  on 
the  spot,  partly  from  the  family,  and  partly  from  an 
experienced  and  intelligent  nurse,  who  for  the  last  fire 
days  of  the  illness  had  never  left  the  patient's  bedside. 
I  learned,  says  Mr.  Adams,  that  on  the  24th  of 
December  the  young  lady  first  complained  of  being 
unwell  and  chilly;  on  tbis  day  she  had  driven  to 
Dublin  with  her  sisters,  and  on  her  return  home  in  the 
evening,  took  a  shivering.  On  the  26th,  Christmas 
day,  she  was  still  complaining  and  remained  in  her  room, 
not  being  able  to  join  the  family  circle  this  day  at 
dinner*  On  Tuesday,  the  27th,  she  was  considered 
better,  and  was  down  stairs  in  the  drawing-room,  hot 
became  very  unwell,  fainted,  and  was  carried  up-stairs  to 
bed  nearly  insensible.  On  this  day  she  mentioned  to 
her  sisters  that  she  saw  objects  double.  None  of  these 
symptoms  alarmed  the  family,  or  induced  them  to 
procure  any  advice  until  Wednesday,  the  28th  of 
December,  when  they  called  in  to  visit  the  young  lady 
an  eminent  professor  of  homoeopathy,  who  had  been 
occasionally  in  attendance  on  the  family.  He  took 
charge,  of  the  case,  and  from  day  to  day,  that  is,  from 
Wednesday  until  the  following  Monday,  pronounced 
that  the  case  was  one  of  fever,  and  going  on  favourably. 
On  this  day,  however,  she  had  a  violent  convulsion. 
The  testimony  of  the  nurse  was,  that  she  had  not  seen 
the  young  lady  until  Friday  night,  at  ten  o'clock,  the 
30th  of  December.  On  her  arrival  she  found  her 
very  restless,  and  she  passed  a  very  disturbed  night. 
"  She  would  fall  into  a  doze,  and  awake  frightened,  and 
would  shrink  back  in  the  bed  as  if  she  saw  something 
she  would  avoid ;  she  did  not  complain  of  pain  now,  but 
her  forehead  felt  very  hot,  her  tongue  was  white  and 
coated,  her  pulse  .used  to 'come  and  jo,' — was  irre- 
gular—her head  seemed  heavy  to  her;  when  ahe  was 
raised  up  in  bed,  her  head  fell  on  her  shoulder."  She 
was  delirious  throughout  the  night.  What  she  said  was 
.rather  amusing,  and  would  make  herself  as. well  as 
those  about  her  laugh.  Upon  asking  the  nurse  to  par- 
ticularize what  she  thought  her  mind  was  occupied 
with,  as  far  as  she  could  judge  from  her  words,  ahe 
replied :  "  She  seemed  to  be  occupied  (mentally)  in 
her  Sunday  school,  teaching  children  whom  ahe  would 
call  byname;  she  would  ask.  for  her  drees  and  her 
boot*,  to  go  out,  and  inquire  why  the  car  was  not 
brought  round,  but  there  was  much  variety  in  her 
delirious  thoughts;  she  would  begin  with  a  religious 
hymn,  and  before  it  was  cpaduded,  she  'gambolled* 
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off  from  this  to  something  quite  different."  On  Satur- 
*day  night  she  was  more  disturbed  and  restless ;  she 
would  get  up  in  bed  and  cough,  say  she  saw  something 
stoning,  md  os/eel*  qf*  Wft  vanity  qf  ktm  md  edmnr$. 
All  the  time  her  head  would  fall  on  her  shoulder, 
i  fit  was  not  supported.  She  said  she  saw  her  sister 
doable,  when  the  basin  stand,  which  stood  alone  in  the 
corner  of  the  room,  was  shown  to  her,  she  said  she 
saw  distinctly  two  basin  stands.  On  Sunday  night  the 
nurse  thought  the  young  lady  exceedingly  ill;  she 
had  passed  the  night  in  the  most  restless  manner, 
and  not  what  she  could  call  one  hour's  sleep.;  she 
informed  the  family,  and  afterwards  the  doctor,  who, 
ssotwithsJanding,  this  morning  (the  3rd  of  January) 
slated  the  young  lady  was  better  that  day,  and 
was  going  on  favourably;  however,  at  four  o'clock, 
p.m.,  the  young  lady  was  seized  with  a  violent  convul- 
sion, which  lasted  for  one  hour.  After  this  she  fell 
into  a  snoring  sleep,  and  subsequently,  up  to  the 
time  I  saw  her,  never  exhibited  any  signs  o£  intelligence, 
if  excepted,  that  when  a  tea-spoonful  of  fluid  was 
placed  in  her  mouth,  she  swallowed  it.  The  nurse 
thought  she  could  not  see ;  she  lay  in  a  tranquil  but 
comatose  state  all  Tuesday,  up  to  the  time  of  my  visit. 

As  to  treatment,  I  learned  from  the  nurse  that  the 
doctor  would  take  a  small  white  powder,  like  one  grain 
of  calomel,  and  would  mix  this  in  twenty  dessert-spoon- 
fbJs  of  water;  he  desired  the  nurse  to  shake  this  very 
well,  and. give  a  dessert-spoonful  every  hour.  He 
would  change  the  medicine  now  and  then,  but  to 
her  it  appeared  the  same,  and  she  could  not  ob- 
serve any  effect  from  any  medicine  she  took;  she 
was  not  bled  in  any  form,  had  not  been  blistered, 
her  hair  was  left  untouched,'  and  no  cold  lotion 
was  applied,  until  she  was  insensible. 

After  the  convulsion  on  Monday,  the  nurse  had  been 
with  her  from  this  day  until  her  death,  at  half-past  eleven 
on  Tuesday  night,  and  the  bowels  had  not  been  affected 
ssstll  Just  before  her  death ;  the  secretion  of  urine  was 
natural,  as  to  quantity  and  quality ;  the  bladder  was 
evacuated  naturally  twice  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  she 
herself  giving  notice  to  the  nurse,  until  the  convulsions 
occurred.  The  case  was  said  to  be  one  of  typhus 
fever.  The  doctor  allowed  at  first  a  few  grapes,  but 
afterwards  forbid  even  these ;  she  wished  for  chicken 
broth,  whey,  and  subsequently,  on  Monday,  for  dry 
toast ;  none  of  these  were  allowed.  Such  was  the  history 
of  the  ease  and  treatment  I  learned  on  my  first  visit. 

I  stated  to  the  friends  my  conviction  that  a  few 
hours  would  close  the  scene  with  respect  to  this  young 
lady ;  that  my  impression  was,  that  the  case  had  been 
one  of  acute  inflammation  of  the  brain  and  its  mem- 
branes, and  that  all  medicine  would  at  that  period,  of 
course,  prove  unavailing ;  that  they  were  quite  in  an 
unnecessary  state  of  alarm  relative  to  typhus  fever, 
and  the  spread  of  infection,  which,  in  this  case,  did  not 
exist.  I  requested  that  I  should  be  informed  when  ber 
death  took  place,  and  that  a  post-mortem  examination 
of  the  brain  and  its  membranes,  in  this  case,  should  be 
permitted.  At  eleven  o'clock  on  Tuesday  evening,  the 
4tb,  she  died,  and  On  ttiursday,  January  6th,  I 
was  informed  that  if  "I had  any  cvriority"  to  examine 
the  bo&y9 1  might  do  so.  I  said  that  I  did  feel  an 
interest  in  (he  matter,  and,  accompanied  by  my  friend, 
Dr*.  Mayne,  I  examined  the  head. 

The  body  was  remarkably  well-formed,  was  not  much 


reduced  in  flesh ;  the  skin  of  a  natural  colour,  except  on 
the  back,  from  gravitation  of  blood ;  no  specks  nor  spots 
on  the  skin.  The  calvarium  removed,  the  dura  mater 
presented  a  remarkably  congested  appearance;  when 
this  was  cut  all  round,  the  pia  mater  exhibited  a  greatftr 
degree  of  redness  than  either  Dr.  Mayne  or  1  had  seen 
for  a  long  time ;  the  sulci,  between  the  convolutions,  were 
occupied  by  greatly  distended  veins  ;  the  brain  was  firm 
and  large ;  there  was  no  arachnoid  inflammation,  but 
the  traces  of  inflammation  of  the  pia  mater  were 
most  intense ;  the  scarlet  colour,  from  the  minute 
injection  of  the  vessels  of  the  pia  mater,  was  not  con- 
fined to  the  surface  of  the  brain;  but  the  portions  of 
this  membrane,  which  sink  between  the  convolutions, 
were  equally  red,  and  quite  as  brilliant  in  colour  as 
that  on  the  surface.  Much  bloody  serum  was  found 
in  the  lateral  ventricles  and  spinal  canal.  The  choroid 
plexus  very  much  swelled  and  inflamed.  We  next 
inverted  the  brain,  and  removed  it,  that  we  might 
examine  carefully  the  optic  nerves  and  the  basis  of  the 
brain,  as  from  many  of  the  symptoms,  particularly  the 
double  vision,  we  judged  we  should  here  find  evidences 
of1  very  acute  inflammation.  The  arachnoid  (which  in 
the  natural  state,  about  the  commissure  of  the  optic 
nerves,  is  remarkably  transparent  and  distinct,  arid 
easily  detached  from  the  nerves  of  this  region) — the 
arachnoid  was  identified  with  the  pia  mater,  and  with 
the  neurilema  of  the  optic  nerves.  The  notes  taken, 
while  Drs.  Mayne,  Power,  and  1  were  examining  it, 
were  as  follows :— Great  vascularity  of  the  pia  mater, 
covering  the  under  surface  of  both  hemispheres; 
minute  vessels  so  congested  as  to  give  '{Irc  appearance 
of  scarlet  cloth  nearly  ;  this  appearance,  not  merely 
limited  to  the  surface,  but  the  same  vascularity  can  be 
traced  into  the  pia  mater,  lining  all  the  sulci,  and  when 
the  membranes  are  removed,. the  gray  substance  of  the 
brain  presents  everywhere  a  striking  pinkish  hue.  The 
superior  and  inferior  intersulcal  veins  are  distended 
everywhere  with  black  blood.  The  pia  mater,'  from 
the  pons  forwards,  where  it  invests  the  matnmillary 
eminences,  tuber  cinereum,  and  optic  commissure,  is 
greatly  congested,  and  so  identified  with  the  arach- 
noid, that  the  two  membranes  cannot  be  sepnnstf  d 
from  each  other.  On  pulling  off  the  membranes,  the 
tuber  cinereum  seems  soft,  pulpy,  and  has  acquired  a 
pinkish  hue,  instead  of  the  pale  grey  colour,  which  is 
natural  to  it.  The  same  remark  as  to  colour  and  con- 
sistence applies  to  the  optic  tract,  commissure,  and 
nerve;  and,  in  addition,  all  these  latter  structures 
appear  larger  than  usual,  and  the  outlines  of  pinkish 
vessels  can  be  seen  traversing  the  meduUary.subsUnce. 
The  tubercula  quadragemina  are  remarkably  congested 
and  pulpy. 


PROVINCIAL 

ittrtital  &  Surgical  $ournal. 

WEDNESDAY,  JULY   31,  1844. 


We  have  hitherto,  with  one  or  two  exceptions, 
avoided  reporting  in  the  pages  of  the  Provincial 
Journal  any  of  (hose  periodical  and  itinerant  exhi- 
bitions of  mesmerism  which,  from  time  to  time,  have 
been  paraded  before  the  public.  We  have  felt,  and 
we  still  feel,  that  from  tbe  first  public  spectacles  on 
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this  subject,  which  took  place  nnder  the  patronagej 
of  Dr.  Elltotson,  to  the  laft  and  recent  exposure* 
by  Dr.  Forbes,  the  mode  of  ta  vestf  gation  punned  has) 
been  anything  but  satisfactory  or  worthy  of  a) 
■object  of  scientific  inquiry.  The  week  before  last) 
we  gave  a  short  notice  of  one  of  the  exhibitions  off 
Alexis,  and  bis  preceptor  or  colleague  extracted) 
from  the  Literary  Gazette,  and  we  did  this  on* 
that  occasion  because  it  expressed  the  opinion  o4 
an  acuta  observer,  who,  not  belonging  to  the  medi- 
cal profession,  was  a  less  suspected,  though,) 
perhaps,  not  equally  competent  witness;  and 
in  whom  the  prejudices,  real  or  presumed,  of 
a  mind  previously  biassed  on  the  physiological 
question,  could  not  be  supposed  to  act.  It  was' 
on  these  grounds  that  we  quoted  the  account  given, 
in  the  Literary  Gazette. 

Mesmerism  is  either  what  its  professors  and 
disciples  would  have  us  believe  it  to  be,  * 
genuine  subject  for  scientific  inquiry,  embracing 
toe  consideration  of  natural  phenomena,  a  branch 
of  physiology,  and  the  science  of  mind,  and 
worthy  of  the  study  of  all  who  are  engaged  in 
aoooiring  knowledge  on  the  natural  and  moral 
history  of  man  j  or  it  is  altogether  a  piece  of  impu* 
dent  cajolery  and  designing  charlatanism.  Oq 
either  of  these  suppositions,  the  proceedings  which 
have  hitherto  taken  place,  and  the  investigations 
which  have  hitherto  been  carried  on  in  relation  to 
it,  as  for  as  they  have  come  before  the  public,  have 
neither  received,  nor,  as  we  think,  deserved  our 
consideration. 

If  the  whole  subject,  and,  as  far  as  the  pub- 
lic exhibitions  of  it  go,  we  must  avow  our  con- 
viction that  it  is  so,  be  a  struggle  between  the 
deceivers  and  the  deceived,  in  part  to  draw  profit 
from  the  exhibition,  and  in  part  to  involve  their 
neighbours  in  the  same  maze  of  delusion  with 
themselves,  what  concern  have  we,  or  can  we 
have,  as  physiologists,  in  occupying  ourselves  with 
the  exposure  of  it  ?  No  doubt  the  keen  observer 
is  right  in  exposing  the  fallacy  and  trickery  of  this 
or  any  other  subject  of  popular  delusion,  as  occasion 
serves  or  calls  for,  and  we  feel  that  to  those  who 
may  have  done  so  the  public  are  much  indebted ; 
but  this  is  no  reason  why  the  members  of  the 
medical  profession,  as  such,  should,  in  a  spirit  of 
medical  or  physiological  quixotism,  devote  them- 
selves to  run  a  tilt  with  every  fresh  assailant, 
who,  led  by  the  desire  of  touching  a  few  of 
honest  John  Bull's  broad  pieces,  ever  at  the 
service,  by  the  way,  of  those  who  will  draw  with 
sufficient  face  and  freedom  upon  his  credulity, 
or  by  other  motives,  may  raise  once  and  again 
the  oft-battered-down  ensigns  of  charlatanism. 
.  Tlie  spirit  in  which  the  claims  of  mesmerism  to 
consideration  have  been  hitherto  made  known,  has 
not  been  that  in  which  a  subject  of  scientific  inquiry 


should  be  proposed;  the  melbods  in,  which  jjsr 
doctrines  have  beau  unfolded,  have  not  hitherto 
ftftnlnm  of  the  usual  calsa  end  pttlosntjhie  tone 
of  scientific  dbt  usskm,  and  the  mamner  hs  which  its 
so-called  bets  have  been  investigated,  bus  been  al- 
together unlike  that  in  which  scientific  truth  should 
be  inquired  into.  As  physiologists,  then,  we  have 
nothing  to  do  with  these  public  exhibitions,  m 
which  the  exhibitor  of  the  phenomena,  the 
actors  therein,  and  the  spectators,  are  involved  in 
•e  confused  scramble  of  diverse  partisanship,--* 
a  struggle  of  designing  cunning,  as-  it  is  pre- 
sumed, and  trained  deception  on  the  one  part,  and 
a  mixture  of  credulity,  scepticism,  acuteness,  and 
suspicion  on  the  other.  This  may  be  very  amusing 
and  very  edifying,  and  the  abrupt  and  run-away 
termination  of  the  fracas,  may  form  an  appropriate 
conclusion  of  the  farce;  but  it  does  no  more  than 
defeat  the  individual,  it  proves  merely  the  negative 
of  mat  particular  exhibition,  and  if  there  be  any 
truth  in  the  phenomena  of  mesmerism,  of  whatever 
explanation  these  may  admit,  and  it  b  only  on 
such  a  supposition  that  the  man  of  science  can  be 
called  upon  to  investigate  it  at  all,  this  mode  of 
proceeding  is,  as  we  have  said,  anything  but 
satisfactory. 

Certain  phenomena  profess  to  be  of  a  scientific 
nature.  Reject  them  as  impostures,  delusions,  or 
otherwise,  if  you  please ;  but  on  the  other  hand, 
if  you  call  upon  scientific  men— upon  physiolo- 
gists, to  make  inquiry  into  them,  and  to  inves- 
tigate the  subject,  let  the  inquiry  be  made,  and 
the  investigation  be  carried  on  in  a  calm  and 
rational  manner,  divested  of  all  thia  public  parade, 
and  endeavour  at  public  exposure.  If  the  phe- 
nomena amount  to  anything  at  all,  they  will  not 
be  at  the  sole  disposal  of  a  few,  and  if  they  are 
either  to  be  established  or  satisfactorily  and  perma- 
nently refuted,  their  nature  really  ascertained,  their 
relationship  with  other  parts  of  physiology  to  be 
inquired  into,  or  the  whole  subject  to  be  shown  to 
be  deceptive  and  false,  it  is  from  researches  carried 
on  in  the  closet  and  in  private,  not  in  pubKc  and 
in  the  lecture  room  and  theatre,  that  the  truth  will 
come  out  clear  and  indisputable. 


ACADEMY  OF  SCIENCES,  PARIS. 
May  27th. 

VRE8H    VACCINE   LYMPH. 

M.  Msgeadie  announced  to  the  Academy  that  he  bad 
met  with  the  cow-pox  isa  cow,  wiiic|i  gouged  to  him. 
The  woman  who  milked  it  complained  .of  having;  con- 
U^ct«lthe4iaease.outbeb«o«U.  He,  {**.  Jfeaeadie) 
inspected  the  teats  of  the  animal,  and  there  wqgmsed 
a  number  of  elevation*,  and  some  crusts,  whkh  ap- 
peared to  him  to  resemble  thetrue  cow-pox.  In  order 
mbe<»rtfmaboMtU,UreqMe^J)^FiArd,i^was 
specially  engaged  in  vacaaaUng,  it  aware  him  if  it  was 
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.fttfy«WI*si»pdQl0*ittobe,udro«mitvis,  to 
ohten  tone  of  the  fluid,  mm!  transmit  it  W  the  nos- 
pM, wham  h*.Taccisa|ed ojaisdrsa  every  week*  Dr. 
Fiard  accordingly  viroiiatedmany  infants  with  it,  and 
genuine  vaccine  pustules  were  developed,  the  fluid  of 
which  has  again  been  successfully  inocculated,  and  is. 
now  in  full  activity  in  the  third  ArrondUernent,  where 
any  one  is  at  liberty  to  obtain  it. 

M.  Magendie  also  placed  his  cow,  which  still  pre- 
sented many  pustules  Hke  the  preceding  ones,  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Academy.  Any  physicians  who  regard* 
the  freshness  of  the  vaccine  lymph  as  indispensable  to* 
its  preservative  power,  might  now  satisfy  themselves, 
and  procure  without  difficulty  a  fluid,  the  origin  of 
which  could  not  be  doubted  by  any  one. 

M.  Fiard  then  read  the  result  of  the  vacci  nations 
which  he  had  performed  with  this  virus. 

On  the  invitation  of  M.  Magendie,  he  went  on  the 
1st  of  May  to  Cernay.  The  teats  of  the  cow  then 
presented  cicatrices  of  past  irruptions,  and  some  crusts 
covering  the  old  pustules.  An  elevation  of  the  vaccine 
character,  of  about  the  sise  of  the  end  of  the  finger, 
alone  existed  on  the  back  part  of  the  udder,  which  be 
opened,,  and  received  therefrom  a  sanguinolent  fluid  in 
three  tubes.  He  also  procured  the  matter  found  under 
the  crusts. 

The  following  day,  (May  2nd,)  being  one  of  those 
lor  public  vaccination,  he  met  five  of  his  colleagues, 
who  inocculated  the  right  arms  of  seven  children  with 
the  ordinary  vaccine  lymph,  whilst*  he  inocculated  the 
left  arms  of  the  same  children  with  the -matter  which 
he  had  taken  from  the  cow,  making  five  punctures  upon 
each. 

On  the  8th  of  May,  the  sixth  day  after  the  vaccina- 
tion, the  children  were  examined.  All  the  inoccula- 
tions  with  the  ordinary  lymph  had  been  successful.  On 
the  left  arms  of  the  six  first,  nothing  was  to  be  met 
with ;  on  the  seventh  was  a  pustule  having  the  perfect 
vaccine  character,  and  resembling  those  on  the  right 

On  the  11th  of  May,  two  other  children  and  a  woman 
were  vaccinated  with  the  fluid  takeri  from  this  latter 
pustule,  and  on  the  13th  the  success  of  these  opera- 
tions was  proved.  Many  other  children  were  inoccu- 
lated with  the  same  success,  and  now  the  fresh  vaccine 
lymph  is,  in  the  third  ArrondUernent  of  this  city,  exclu- 
sively employed. 

INFLVKNCn  OF  TUB  BIGHTH  PAIR  OS  KBHVSS  ON  THE 
CHEMICAL  PHKNOIfENA   OP  DIGESTION. 

A  paper  was  read  on  this  subject  by  M.  Bernard, 
who  proposed,  in  a  series  of  experiments,  to  inquire, 
in  a  more  precise  manner  than  has  hitherto  been  done, 
into  the  part  which  we  ought  to  attribute  to  the 
influence  of  the  pneumo-gastric  nerves  in  the  act  of 
cuymification.  It  is  well  known  that  authors  are  not 
agreed  as  to  the  precise  property  which  these  nerves 
enjoy  in  the  digestive  process,  and  that  many  points  of 
this  question  are  a  matter  of  controversy.  The  dif» 
Cerent  and  frequently  contradictory  results  arrived 
at,  depending  on  the  difficulties  of  observation,' 
M.  Bernard  was  of  opinion  that  if  the  functions  of  the 
stomach  could  be  performed  under  our  own  eyes,  the 
atudj  of  these  phenomena  would  be  facilitated,  and 
that  it  would  be  possible  to  appreciate  (be  veriee  of  1 


chemical  changes. winch  sake  place  in  this  ojgan  before 
and  after  division  of  tfce  eighth  pair  of  nerves. 
.  %M*  Bernard  made  a  fistulous  opening  in  the  stomsch 
of  a  dog,  so  as  to  observe  what  passed  in  this  viscus 
during  digestion.  The  animal  was  submitted  alter- 
nately to  two  kinds  of  nourishment,  first,  to  raw  flesh ; 
secondly,  to  a  kind  of  soup  composed  of  bread,  milk, 
and  sugar  cane. 

At  the  moment  these  aliments  were  injected,  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  stomnoh  became  red,  turgid, 
and  erectile,  exhaling  from  its  surface  an  acid  and 
transparent  fluid,  the  gastric  juice,  which  moistened 
the  food.  The  raw  flesh  at  the  end  of  two  or  three 
hours  was  reduced  to  a  chymous  paste,  with  a  very 
acid  re-action.  When  the  soup  was  given,  the  milk 
at  once  became  coagulated ;  in  about  half  or. three* 
quarters  of  an  hour  afterwards,  the  whole  formed  a 
whitish  homogeneous  and  very  acid  pulp.  No  sign  of 
fermentation  was  ever  observed  in  these  mixed  matters. 
The  sugar  found  in  the  latter,  whether  examined  at 
the  beginning  or  at  the  end  of  digestion,  was  always 
in  the  state  in  which  it  exists  in  the  cane. 

After  eight  days  of  observation,  M.  Bernard  resolved 
to  divide  the  pneumo-gastric  nerves.  The  dog  having 
fasted  for  24  hours,  the  experimentalist  withdrew  the 
apparatus,  which  habitually  closed  the  fistula,  and 
cleansed  the  interior  of  the  stomach  with  a  soft 
sponge.  The  viscus  manifested  a  marked  sensibility,  and 
contracted  upon  the  foreign  body,  the  mucous  mem- 
brane pouring  out  an  abundance  of  gastric  juice. 
Division  was  then  made  of  the  two  pneumo-gastric 
nerves  in  the  middle  of  the  neck.  Immediately  the 
mucous'  membrane,  which  was  turgescent,  shrivelled 
up  and  became  pale,  as  though  it  were  bloodless.  Its 
sensibility  and  motion  ceased,  the  production  of  the 
gastric  juice  was  instantly  arrested,  and  an  abnndant 
secretion  of  a  ropy  mucus,  with  a  neutral  reaction, 
soon  succeeded  in  its  place.  Some  morsels  of  flesh, 
and  some  soup,  with  sugared  milk,  were  then  •  intro- 
duced into  the  stomach.  In  an  hour's  time  the' bread 
was  found  softened,  and  saturated  with  the  mucus ; 
the  milk  was  not  coagulated ;  the  meat  had  not  under- 
gone any  alteration  ;  and  the  whole  alimentary  mass 
presented  a  neutral  re-action.  At  the  end  of  two 
hours  things  remained  precisely  in  the  same  state. 

After  eight  hours  M.  Bernard  found  in  the  stomach 
a  sort  of  whitish  pulp,  with  an  extremely  acid  re- 
action. But  there  was  no  difficulty  in  proving  that 
this  acidity  arose  from  a  lactic  transformation,  wtrich 
was  effected  in  the  midst  of 'these  matter*  by  the 
sugared  soup.  The  meat  had  not  experienced  "the 
least  change,  and  all  was  found  in  the  same  state  after 
a  lapse  of  twenty-four  hours. 

We  may  observe  from  this, first  experiment,  said  M. 
Bernard,  1st,  that  the  division  of  the  pneumo-gastric 
nerves  not  only  extinguished  sensatibn  and  motion  of 
the  stomach,  but  that  it  also  instantaneously  arrested 
the  secretion  of  the  gastric  juice. 

2nd.  That  after  this  division,  digestion  did  not  take 
place,  since,  24  hours  afterwards,  the  pieces  of  meat 
introduced  into  the  stomach  were  found  entire  and 
unaltered. 

3rd.  It  was  especially  remarked,  that  in  the  absence 
of  the  gastric  juice,  spontaneous  decomposition  took 
place  in  the  midst  of  the  matters  contained  in  the 
stomach,  which  was  demonstrated  by  Hke  lactic  trttfr 
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formation,  developed  by  the  agency  of  the  soup  and 
sngared  milk. 

Id  other  dogs  in  which  he  had  divided  the  pneurao- 
gastric  nerves,  M.  Bernard  perceived,  after  three  or  four 
hours  of  ingestion,  conversion  of  the  cane-sugar  into 
grape-sugar ;  and  at  the  end  of  ten  or  twelve,  lactic 
transformation  was  complete.  When  the  alimentary 
substances,  as  the  meat,  for  instance,  were  not  sua-, 
ceptible  of  giving  rise  to  acid  decomposition,  the 
neutral  redaction  of  the  stomach  continued  throughout. 
Thus  two  series  of  chemical  phenomena  of  a  very 
different  nature  may  take  place  in  the  stomach,  accord- 
ing as  this  organ  receives,  or  is  deprived  of,  its  normal 
nervous  influence.  In  the  former  case  gastric  juice  is 
produced,  which  effects  cbymous  dissolution  of  the 
aliments.  In  consequence  of  this  action,  the  sub* 
stances  contained  in  the  stomach  are  submitted  to 
special  decompositions,  and  they  lose  the  property  of 
fermenting  or  re-acting  upon  each  other.  Thus  the 
gastric  fluid  prevents  putrefaction.  If,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  stomach  is  deprived  of  the  influence  of  the 
eighth  pair  of  nerves,  digestion  is  arrested,  and  the 
articles  of  food,  not  modified  by  the  gastric  juke, 
react  upon  each  other. 

M.  Bernard  related  a  more  recent  experiment 
which  rendered  the  preceding  facts  still  more  evident, 
whilst  it  proved  that  absorption  may  take  place  in  the 
stomach,  even  after  the  division  of  the  pneumo-gastric 
nerves.  It  is  known  that  emulsine  and  amygdaline 
are  two  innocent  substances  when  they  are  administered 
by  themselves,  but  that  they  develope  hydrocyanic  acid 
and  become  a  violent  poison  when  placed  in  contact. 

Having  taken  two  dogs  that  had  fasted.  Mr.  B, 
divided  in  one'of  them  the  pnenmo^gastric  nerves.  In 
the  stomach  of  each  animal  he  injected  a  dose  of 
emulsine,  and  about  half  an  hour  afterwards  an  equal 
quantity  of  amygdaline.  The  dog  in  whom  the 
nerves  had  been  cut  died  at  the  end  of  a  quarter  of  art 
hoar,  with  symptoms  of  poisoning  by  hydrocyanic 
acid,  the  other  survived  without  experiencing  any 
symptoms.  In  the  latter  case,  the  emulsine,  modified 
by  the  gastric  juice,  had  lost  the  property  of  re-acting 
on  the  amygdaline. 

The  author  concluded  from  this  last  series  of  expe* 
riments,  that  in  digestion  the  alimentary  substances 
are  exclusively  submitted  to  the  powerful  influence  of 
the  gastric  fluid.  Their  natural  affinities  then  appear 
in  some  manner  destroyed,  and  no  spontaneous  decom- 
position is  effected  between  their  elements. 

That  after  division  of  the  pneumo-gastric  nervej 
these  re-actions  take  place,  owing  to  the  absence  of 
gastric  juice  from  the  stomach* 


PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 

NEWTON     BRANCH. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  Branch  of  the  Associa- 
tion, was  held  at  Newton  on  the  27th  of  June  ;  the 
following  gentlemen  were  present : — Mr.  Ainsworth, 
Manchester;  Dr.  Black,  Manchester;  Mr.  Dicken, 
Middleton  ;  Mr.  Eden,  Liverpool ;  Mr.  Hatton,  Man- 
cheater;  Mr*  fleaton,  Horwich;  Dr.  Holme,  Man- 
chester; Mr*   ffolroyd,   Manchester;    Mr.  Jordan, 


Manchester;  Dr.  Kendrick,  Warrington;  Sir  Arnold 
Knight,  Liverpool ;  Dr.  Lyon,  Manchester ;  Mv. 
Neill,  Liverpool ;  Mr.  Robinson,  Bolton ;  Mr.  Stunner, 
Lymm ;  Dr.  Welsh,  Eeclea ;  Mr.  Whitehead,  Man- 
chester ;  Mr.  Wilson,  Manchester. 

The  President,  Dr.  Lyon,  of  Manchester,  after  a 
short  introductory  Address,  proceeded  to  say — 

I  will  take  advantage  of  my  position  to  make  a 
very  few  remarks  on  the  objects,  and  possible  utility 
of  this  Association. 

When  the  Parent  Society  had  overspread  almost  the 
whole  of  England,  and  its  members  had  become  so 
numerous  as  to  render  it  impossible  that  any  but  a 
small  proportion  should  be  able  to  attend  the  annual 
meetings,  there  began  to  be  felt,  pretty  generally,  a 
want  of  several  dispersed  centres  of  union, — points, 
where  the  practitioners  of  a  circumscribed  district 
could  periodically  assemble,  to  promote  that  scientific 
and  social  intercourse  which  was  the  great  object  .of 
the  Association.  Accordingly,  in  1837,  several  District 
Branches, — the  Newton  amongst  others, — were  incor- 
porated with  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Association  ;  and,  from  the  gradual  multiplication  of 
such  branches  since  that  time,  we  may  presume  that 
they  have  been  found  to  realize  the  expectations  of 
their  founders.  Our  branch,  I  fear,  still  retains  the 
undivided  honour  of  undertaking  to  defray  its  own 
expenses. 

Amongst  the  benefits  to  be  expected  from  these 
meetings,  not  the  least  is  the  bringing  together  of  men 
of  congenial  minds,  engaged  in  one  common  pursuit, 
who  might  otherwise  have  remained  personally 
strangers  to  each  other;  and  who,  thus  meeting  on 
what  may  be  called  neutral  ground,  can,  without  fear 
of  petty  rivalry,  or  jealousy,  co-operate  in  the  pro- 
motion of  harmony  and  good  fellowship  in  the  pro- 
fession. 

Did  these  District  Associations  but  comprehend  a 
large  majority  of  the  respectable  resident  practitioners, 
they  might  indeed,  in  the  absence  of  national  legisla- 
tion, lay  down  a  law  for  themselves  on  many  subjects 
oi  general  interest;  and,  at  all  times,  form  a 
sort  of  Court  of  Arbitration,  for  the  settlement  of 
differences  which  will  now  and  then  arise.  They 
are  also  well  adapted  for  collecting  the  opinions 
prevalent  in  different  localities,  and  representing  to 
the  General  Council  the  wants  and  wishes  of  their 
members. 

And  here  I  cannot  forbear  from  observing,  at  what  a 
cheap  rate  we  enjoy  the  advantage  of  a  Journal,  con- 
ducted with  especial  reference  to  the  interests  of  the 
Association,  and  forming  a  ready  means  of  communi- 
cation between  the  members  in  every  part  of  the 
country.  I  need  hardly  say,  that  it  seems  to  be  the 
most  legitimate  and  appropriate  channel  through  which 
members  can  lay  before  their  brethren  the  results  of 
their  experience, — particularly  such  papers  as  may  not 
find  so  suitable  a  place  in  the  annual  volume  of 
Transactions. 

The  Report  of  the  Council,  to  which  your  attention 
will  be  presently  called,  does  not  touch  upon  the 
subject  of  Medical  Reform,  because  nothing  effectual 
could  be  done  in  relation  to  it,  until  the  intentions  of 
Government  were  made  known  ;  and  the  Session  of 
Parliament  is  now  so  far  advanced,  that  it  Is  very 
unlikely  that  any  bill  which  may  be  brought  in,  will  be 
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carried  through  all  itt  Mages  before  next  year ;  there- 
fore, we  shaH  hate  plenty  of  tine  for  the  consideration 
of  iu  provisions.  Though  the  results  of  legislation 
may  probably  disappoint  the  expectations  of  sotne  of 
the  more  ardent  advocates  of  "  Reform,"  it  is  certainly 
high  time  that  some  measures  were  taken  for  defining 
clearly  the  qualifications  of  medical  men ;  so  that  every 
one  may  understand  without  difficulty  who  ore*  and 
who  are  not  eligible  candidates  for  private  practice,  or 
for  public  appointments.  The  want  of  such  intelligible 
rule  Is  unquestionably  a  source  of  considerable  mischief 
and  inconvenience;  and  the  remedy,  even  of  this 
defect,  will  be  a  welcome  boon  to  the  profession,  as 
well  as  advantageous  to  the  public. 

Mr.  Hatton  then  read  the  minutes  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Branch  during  the  past  year,  and  tbe 
Report  of  the  Council,  from  which  we  make  the  fol- 
lowing extracts  :— 

"  In  presenting  tbe  Report  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
past  year,  your  Council  have  to  regret  that  tbey  cannot 
bring  before  you  any  matters  calculated  to  afford  par- 
ticular interest  or  satisfaction,  as  the  objects  of  tbe 
Branch  are  so  limited  in  themselves,  as,  on  ordinary 
occasions,  to  allow  but  little  scope  for  any  important 
proceedings.  At  our  Annual  Meetings,  though  we  have 
never  lost  sight  of  one  of  the  primary  objects  of  the 
Branch,  that  of  combining,  as  far  as  time  would  permit, 
■dentine  information  with  friendly  intercourse— yet, 
from  the  very  nature  of  our  meetings,  it  must  be 
obvious  that  much  of  such  professional  communication 
must  be  rather  of  a  conversational  character  than 
adapted  for  special  report.  Our  last  Meeting,  however, 
perhaps  more  than  any 'other,  was  distinguished  for  the 
variety  and  importance  of  the  subjects  discussed,  and 
for  the  practical  information  communicated  by  so 
many  experienced  Members.  It  is  evident,  therefore, 
that  it  has  been  from  no  want  either  of  material,  or 
zeal,  but  from  the  hurried  nature  of  our  meetings,  and 
the  difficulty  of  making  any  satisfactory  arrangement 
beforehand,-  if  they  have  been  occasionally  of  a  less 
scientific  character  than  some  Members  might  have 
desired.  In  order  to  obviate  this  objection,  and  to 
facilitate  a  more  systematic  arrangement  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  tbe  Annual  Meetings,  your  Council  must 
again  beg  to  direct  the  attention  of  Members  to  tbe 
utility  of  informing  one  or  other  of  the  Secretaries 
beforehand,  what  is  tbe  nature  and  extent  of  any  paper 
which  they  may  wish  to  read,  or  of  any  modifications 
or  improvements  in  Surgical  Practice  or  Apparatus, 
which  they  may  be  desirous  of  exhibiting.  Your 
Council,  at  the  same  time,  would  suggest  for  consi- 
deration, how  far  it  might  conduce  to  extend  and  con- 
solidate the  practical  usefulness  of  the  Branch,  to 
select  some  particular  Medical  or  Surgical  inquiry, 
which  might  be  the  especial  subject  of  observation  and 
experiment  to  members  generally,  during  the  ensuing 
year  j  so  that  by  the  combined  operation  of  so  many 
different  minds,  some  important  additions  might  be 
made  to  our  previous  knowledge,  a  summary  of  which 
might  be  prepared  by  the  Council,  or  a  Sub-Committee 
appointed  for  tbe  purpose. — 

"  As  each  year  passes  over  us,  limited  even  as  our 
number  is,  we  have  still  additional  causes  of  regret, 
in  the  loss  of  some  of  those  whom  we  hsve  been 


esteem  and  friendship.    These  repeated  losses  of  our 


associates,  not  in  tbe  fulness  of  years  but  in  the 
meridian  of  manhood,  are  but  too  many  evidences  of 
the  bodily  decay,  which  the  labours  and  anxieties  of 
our  profession  entail  upon  us ;  and  more  forcibly  urge 
the  necessity  of  cultivating  those  kind  and  friendly 
feelings  towards  each  other,  which  may  act  as  a  solace 
to  the  harassed  mind,  and  mitigate  the  anxieties  with 
which  we  have  to  contend.  We  have  now  to  lament 
the  loss  of  four  valued  associates,  at  Manchester,  who 
have  thus  been  taken  from  us  during  the  present  year. 

1.  Mr.  Win.  Goodlad,  whose  death  took  place  on 
the  14th  of  February,  after  a  few  hours'  illness,  had 
long  been  known  as  an  able  and  judicious  practitioner, 
and  deservedly  enjoyed  tbe  confidence  of  an  extensive 
circle  of  friends.  He  early  distinguished  himself,— at 
a  time  when  provincial  surgeons,  unconnected  with 
hospitals,  rarely  undertook  the  greater  operations, — by 
successfully  tying  the  external  iliac  artery,  for  the  cure 
of  an  inguinal  aneurism,  in  1811 ;  aud,  in  the  following 
year,  he  obtained  tbe  prize  offered  by  tbe  London 
College  of  Surgeons,  for  the  best  essay  on  diseases  of 
of  the  absorbent  system,  which  was  published,  with 
additions,  in  1814.  Mr.  Goodlad  was  in  the  habit  of 
saying- peculiar  attention  to  the  state  of  the  spine,  as 
those  members  who  have  read  his  letter  to  Sir  Benjamin 
Brodie,  will  be  aware ;  and,  in  many  cases  no  doubt  by 
applying  his  remedies  over  a  tender  portion  of  the 
vertebrae,  he  has  been  enabled  to  afford  relief,  which  <■ 
o&er  means  had  failed  to  give.  It  would  be  out  of 
place  here  to  enter  more  particularly  into  die  history 
of  our  deceased  friend's  professional  career;  but  we 
may  be  allowed  to  express  our  regret,  that  he  should 
have  been  so  suddenly  cut  off  in  the  maturity  of  his 
powers,  and  before  he  had  time  to  gather  much  fruit 
from  the  extended  field  of  observation  opened  to  him 
by  bis  connexion  with  the  large  "Union  Hospital"  of 
Manchester. 

2.  Next  in  order  was  Or.  Marshall,  who  will  be 
remembered  as  a  regular  attendant  at  these  meetings, 
until  his  health  began  to  fail,  about  two  years  since. 
He  graduated  at  Edinburgh,  in  1815;  and,  after  a 
short  service  as  a  military  medical  officer,  settled  at 
Port  Glasgow;  whence  he  removed  to  Manchester, 
ten  or  eleven  years  ago.  He  likewise  devoted  much 
attention  to  diseases  arising,  or  supposed  to  arise,  from 
spinal  irritation ;  and,  in  1835,  published'  a  small 
volume  on  the  subject. 

3.  Mr.  Charles  Greswell,  who  died  a  few  weeks  ago, 
after  a  gradual  decline  of  many  months'  continuance, 
was  one  of  a  family  distiuguisned  for  talent.  He  was 
himself  a  good  classical  scholar,  and  thoroughly  imbued 
with  a  scientific  and  practical  knowledge  of  his  profes- 
sion: but  an  impediment  of  speech,  added  to  his 
natural  shyness,  tended  to  keep  him  back ;  and  his 
merit  was  fully  known  only  to  a  few. 

4.  The  last  of  our  losses  now  to  be  recorded,  is  the 
death  of  Dr.  Chaytor>  on  the  1st  of  this  month.  Having 
graduated  at  Edinburgh,  in  1833,  and  being  of  a 
retiring  disposition,  he  bad  not  yet  had  time  to  become 
extensively  known;  but  bis  private  friends  observed 
with  alarm  bis  excessive  devotion  to  study,  and  his 
extreme  desire  to  obtain  distinction.  What  tbey 
dreaded  has  come  to  pass ;  and  the  very  path,  by  which 
he  sought  for  honour,  has  conducted  him  to  the  tomb. 


accustomed  to  meet  in  this  place,  with  every  feeling  of,   Constitutionally  ill-prepared  to  encounter  the  anxieties . 


and  fatigues  of  professional  life,  he  could  rarely  be 
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■aid  to  enjoy  perfect  health ;  and,  in  the  second  year 
of  his  course  as  a  lecturer  on  the  practice  of  physic, 
he  gradually  gave  way  under  the  privation  of  needful 
rest  and  recreation,  to  which  he  submitted  in  the 
conscientious  endeavour  to  fulfil  to  the  utmost  his 
obligations  to  hU  pupils ;  whilst,  at  the  same  time, 
discharging  the  duties  of  physician  to  two  hospitals. 

Examples  of  this  kind,  we  fear,  will  in  vain  be  held 
up  to  deter  others  from  entering  on  the  same  fatal 
course.  Urged  on  by  the  strong  pressure  of  necessity, 
or  by  the  lofty  ambition  of  a  noble  mind,  fresh  victims 
Will  still  rush  forward,  ready  to  sacrifice  life  itself,  in 
pursuit  of  the  very  means  of  living." 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 


We  were  not  aware  when  we  inserted,  last  week,  the 
second  statement  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  the 
Gloucester  Infirmary,  that  this  document  had  been 
printed  and  circnlated  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  that 
a  reply  from  the  Association,  being  an  extract  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  quarterly  meeting,  held  at  NewnhanY, 
had  also  been  published.  We  cannot  now  give  insertion 
to  this  reply,  but  it  is  due  to  Mr.  Wilton  to  say,  that 
the  Association  expressed  themselves  perfectly  satisfied 
as  to  the  accuracy  of  his  statement,  and  that  with 
respect  to  the  question  of  voting  by  the  medical  officers, 
letters  from  three  of  the  Governors  present  on  the 
occasion  were  read,  from  which  it  appeared,  that  the 
impression  of  these  gentlemen  had  been,  that  the 
medical  officers  did  vote  at  the  meeting  of  the  Weekly 
Board.  These  letters  we  have  since  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  seeing,  and  however  the  misunderstanding  on 
this  point  may  have  arisen,  there  can  be  no  question 
but  that  they  fully  .confirm  the  account  originally 
given  by  Mr.  Wilton. 


HOMOEOPATHY,  &c,  AT  A  DISCOUNT! 
A  new  reformer  in  medicine,  Brnett  Maimer  by 
name,  has  sprung  up  in  Leipsic.  The  prophet  is  fore- 
shadowed even  in  his  external  appearance.  He  pretends 
that  he  has  discovered,  or  at  lesst  brought  to  light 
again,  the  original  and  primitive  Hygiene  ;  and  he  has 
already  committed  to  print  a  portion  of  his  grand 
panacea.  Abstracting  himself  from  all  former  medical 
theories,  he  rejects  alike  allopathy  and  homoeopathy  ; 
the  nearest  thing  he  comes  to  is  hydropathy.  It  is  his 
Innate  conviction,  that  by  the  adoption  of  his  purely 
"  Natural  System/*  physic  and  physicians  will  hence- 
forth be  superfluous.  That  the  man  possesses  a  clear 
understanding,  some  wit,  and  is  a  ready  speaker,  we 
cannot  deny ;  he  lectures  to  crowds  of  students  in 
cottmctorio,  and  at  times  also  in  the  Rosenthal.  If  he 
is  to  be  believed;  he  has  made  personal  trial  of  his 
doctrines ;  for  a  time  he  dwelt  in  the  wilds  of  America : 
at  another,  for  the  purpose  of  strengthening  his  system, 
fie  practised  daily  swimming  in  the  sea  in  the  month 
of  January,  during  a  sojourn  at  Calais  ;  he  also  took 
long  walks,  stnrk  naked,  during  a  keen  frost;  lay 
amongst  grass  covered  with  hoar  frost,  &c,  and  all  this 
for  the  purpose  of  testing  to  the  utmost  the  powers  of 
resistance  of  nature.  In  a  word,  his  system  may  be 
described  as  emphatically  "  a  hardening  one."— 
Algemdne  Zeitmg/Ur  Chirurgie,  8(C. 


This  system,  in  part  at  least,  has  long  been  in 
practice  in  the  Highlands  and  Islands  of  Scodand,  a 
visit  to  whieh  would  assuredly  rejoice  the  heartof  Herr 
Manner.  Even  in  some  of  the  southern  parts  of  the. 
island,  we  do  not  despair  of  finding  converts ;  the 
more  striking  his  propositions,  tin?  more  readily  will  he 
find  such.  L'homme  est  de  glace  aux  rentes.  II 
est  de  feu  pour  le  mensonge.-~ London  and  Edinburgh 
Monthly  Journal  of  Medical  Science. 


CHARTER  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF 
SURGEONS. . 

A  petition  has  been  presented  to  the  House  of 
Commons  from  Mr.  Guthrie,  praying  to  be  heard  by 
Counsel  at  the  bsr  of  the  House  against  the  Charter 
lately  granted  to  "the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of 
England. 

A  petition  has  also  been  presented  on  the  subject  of 
the  Charter,  on  the  part  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  the 
East  India  Company's  Service.  Colonel  Fes,  wfao 
presented  this  petition,  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
move  for  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  which  had 
taken  place  between  the  Government,  Sir  Witfiatn 
Burnett,  and  others,  with  reference  to  this  Charter, 
more  particularly  as  far  as  the  East  India  Company's 
Medical  Officers  are  concerned. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 
Gentlemen  admitted  Members  on  Friday,  July  26th, 
1844:— W.  Monsoll ;  J.  G.  Grylls;  J.  J.  Littlewood  ; 
G.  W.  Lillies;    R.  K.  Pierce;    R.  Millar;   J.  Sole; 
G.  Williams;  H.  C.Lucas;  H.  Edmonds. 


PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 

ASSOCIATION. 

ANNiynmsAnT  meeting. 

The  time  for  holding  the  anniversary  now  rapidly 

approaches,  and  the  necessary  information  respecting 

the  days  of  meeting,  the  time  of  holding  the  meetings, 

order  of  proceedings,  and  other  particulars  will  be 

fonnd  in  last  week's  number  of  the  Journal,  p.  262. 

The  Retrospective  Address  will  be  read  by  Dr. 
Cowan,  of  Reading,  on  Thursday  morning,  August 
8th ;  the  Retrospect  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology  by 
Dr.  W.  Budd,  of  Bristol,  on  the  previous  evening. 


OBITUARY. 
Death  of  Dr.  Dalton. — We  regret  to  announce 
the  sudden  death  of  the  celebrated  chemist  and  philo- 
sopher, the  venerable  Dr.  Dalton,  of  Manchester, 
whose  decease  took  place  at  an  early  hour  on  Saturday 
morning.  He  had  been  in  comparatively  good  health 
a  few  minutes  previously.  Dr.  Dalton  was  in  the*  78th 
year  of  his  age. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Communications    have    been    received    from    Mr. 
Runiftey;  the  Birmingham  Pathological  Society;  Sir 
John  Fife ;  Mr.  C.  H.  Higgins;  Mr.  C.  R.  Hall ;  and 
Mr.  Crosse. 


PROVINCIAL 

MEDICAL  &  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


LECTURES  ON  PUBLIC  HYGIENE  AND 

MEDICAL  POLICE. 

Defiveaed  at  the  Manchester  Royal  School  of  Medi- 

cine  and  Surgery. 

By  Jambs  Black,  M.D.,  Manchester. 

Lecture  1st. 

We  shall  now  engage  yonr  attention  in  the  few 
following  lectures,  to  some  subjects  of  great  public 
and  social  importance,  which  from  the  increasing 
interest  and  value  now  attached  to  them,  both  by 
the  Government  and  municipal  committees,  are 
sufficient  to  engage  our  attention  and  consideration. 
Though  the  objects  of  public  hygilne  and  medical 
police  are  not  so  closely  allied  and  interwoven  with 
-those  of  the  medical  practitioner  as  several  of  those 
departments  of  forensic  medicine  which  we  have 
noticed;  yet,  as  they  can  only  be  intelligibly  and 
usefully  considered  by  one  who  is  professionally 
educated,  and  as  they  usually  form  no  unimportant 
section  of  such  similar  courses  of  lectures  as  we 
have  attempted  to  deliver,  we  should  feel  ourselves 
inexcusable  if  we  altogether  omitted  them.  There 
are  many  reasons  of  an  increasing  nature,  why 
-everything  relating  to  the  public  health  and  to 
medical  police  should  be  more  studied  >  for  the 
increase  of  population,  and  that  in  denser  masses 
than  formerly,  with  the  decreasing  means  of  subsis- 
tence on  the  one  hand,  and  the  greater  luxury  and 
attention  to  social  economy  on  the  other,  while 
the  philanthropy  of  the  age  is  ever  ready  to  suggest 
objects  and  measures  for  its  exercise,  all  call  upon 
us  to  investigate  what  is  injurious  to  public  health, 
and  to  alleviate  by  all  scientific  means,  the  sum 
of  human  misery  or  unbappiness. 

To  acquit  ourselves  of  this  collateral  duty  of  our 
profession,  the  public  too  gratuitously  think,  that 
the  medical  knowledge  acquired  in  our  medical 
schools,  at  the  table  of  the  anatomist,  and  in  the 
laboratory  of  the  chemist,  is  all  that  is  necessary 
for  to  deliver  a  just  opinion  or  to  superintend  any 
practical  measure  on  this  subject.  A  man,  how- 
ever, nay  be  well  acquainted  with  medical  litera- 
ture, be  may  be  an  excellent  bedside  practitioner, 
and  a  clever  and  eloquent  professor,  yet  all  these 
aeoeirensents  will  not  of  themselves  qualify  him 
to  be  a  fit  and  practical  public  hygienist  or  medical- 
director.  To  be  really  useful,  he  most 
nave  an  extended  knowledge  of  natoral 
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and  chemical  philosophy,  of  die  soils  to  which  his 
attention  is  directed,  and  of  the  geology  of  sites 
and  neighbourhoods.  He  must  also  be  acquainted 
with  much  exactness,  with  the  effects  which  dif- 
ferent trades  have  on  those  who  exercise  them,  and 
with  the  important  action  of  the  several  maoufao- 
tories  on  plants  and  brute  animals,  as  well  as  upon 
man.  Statistical  knowledge  of  life,  disease,  and 
mortality,  must  also  form  an  important  part  of  his 
acquirements,  along  with  tfce  frequent  habit  of 
visiting  the  abodes  of  art  and  manufacture,  ana* 
the  practical  acquaintance  with  the  details  of 
mechanical  and  chemical  processes  on  the  greater 
scales.  The  habits  and  modes  of  domestic  life  and 
economy,  among  the  industrious,  working,  and 
pauper  classes,  should  also  form  a  very  necessary 
part  of  study  and  acquaintance  to  confer  weighf 
and  confidence  to  any  opinion  or  measure  emana- 
ting from  a  professor  or  witness  on  the  particular 
subjects,  belonging  to  public  health  or  medical 
police, 

for  the  more  systematic  understanding  of  these 
subjects,  we  shall  then  call  your  preliminary 
attention  to  some  of  the  principle  circumstances 
which  affect  the  health  of  communities;  and  the 
first  of  these  is  climate.  This  principal  circum- 
stance chiefly  depends  on  the  temperature  of  the 
atmosphere,  the  hygrometric  state  of  the  air,  and 
the  force  and  direction  of  the  winds.  The  temper 
ratqre  of  any  place  is  well  known  to  depend,  in  a 
great  degree,  on  its  latitude*  The  inclination  of 
the  earth's  axis  to  the  plane  of  its  orbit  has  servea* 
to  diffuse  the  influence  of  the  solar  rays  aware 
extensively  over  the  surface,  than  if  the  same  points 
had  always  a  vertical  sun  shining  upon  them.  We 
may  also  easily  conceive,  what  a  difference  in  tenv 
peastnre  would  ensue  at  different  seasons  of  the 
year,  if  the  axis  of  the  earth  were  either  a  little 
more  inclined  or  a  little  more  perpendicular  than 
it  is.  If  it  were  more  inclined  our  winters  would 
be  colder  and  longer,  and  our  summers  hotter  than 
they  are  5  and  if  more  perpendicular,  then  our  two 
opposite  seasons  would  be  more  equalized,  but  the 
tropical  regions  would  be  steadily  more  heated. 
The  fossil  remains  of  terrestrial  vegetation  in  these" 
temperate  regions  and  as  mr  north  aa  Melville 
Island,  all  of  which  show  a  tropical  character, 
ft  be  explained  by  the  earths  axis  inprineral 
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ages  Wif  more  inclined  to  the  plane  of  its  orbit 
titan  it  is  at  present.  The  changes  in  temperature 
ha4  been  marked  long  before  there  was  an  instru- 
ment for  measuring  their  extent,  and  hence  we 
have  the  earth's  surface  distributed  into  parallel 
zones  and  called  climates;  but  this  theoretical 
arrangement  was  found  to  accord  ill  with  observa- 
tion, for  different  climates  were  observed  to  occur 
under  the  same  parallels  of  latitude.  The  average 
or  mean  temperature  of  any  place  is  now  obtained 
from  a  series  of  thermometries!  observations,  carried 
on  in  the  open  air,  and  in  the  shade,  throughout 
the  year ;  and  to  procure  the  most  correct  average, 
the  mean  of  several  years  should  be  taken.  Water 
from  deep  springs  or  caverns,  remote  from  vol- 
canic  or  thermal  influences,  gives  a  very  near  index, 
by  the  thermometer,  of  the  mean  temperature  of 
the  place  under  observation.  It  has  also  been 
found  that  a  series  of  observations  taken  at  nine  in 
the  morning  throughout  the  year,  or  at  every  hour 
during  the  month  of  April,  wiD  give  a  pretty  accu- 
rate mean  temperature  of  that  place  for  the  whole 
year. 

/  Temperature  is  also  considerably  modified  by 
'longitude;  thus  it  is  found  that  the  mean  tern- 
j»erature  of  any  latitude  in  western  Europe  is 
higher  than  that  of  the  corresponding  latitude  in 
eastern  Aria.  The  same  difference  is  observed  on 
the  two  sides  of  America,  as  may  be  seen  by  in- 
specting  Baron  Humboldt's  chart  of  isothermal 
lines.  A  comparison  of  similar  observations  indi- 
cated to  Sir  David  Brewster,  that  there  were,  in 
each  continent,  certain  meridians  on  which  the 
mean  temperature  is  lowest  in  that  parallel.  These 
he  termed  the  cold  meridians,  in  approaching  to 
which  the  mean  temperature  falls  on  either  hand. 
Witbpnt  taking  further  notice  of  this  modification 
of  climate,  we  may  advert  to  one  great  cause  that 
influences  this  unequal  distribution  of  temperature; 
and  that  is  the  [relative  disproportion  of  land  to 
water,  and  especially  where  a  great  extent  of  land 
is  continuous  with  the  polar  regions.  We  may 
also  notice  that  the  eastern  sides  of  all  the  great 
continents  'maintain  a  lower  mean  temperature 
than  the  western  sides,  but  to  what  this  is  owing 
it  is  not  easy  to  determine ;  perhaps  the  rotation 
of  the  earth  from  west  to  east  may  have  some  cos- 
mical  effect  on  this  difference  of  temperature  under 
the  same  parallel. 

The.  principal  circumstance,  however,  which 
modifies  the  effect  of  latitude  as  to  temj>erature,  is 
elevation  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  As  we  ascend 
a  mountain,' the  temperature  fells,  and  in  every 
region  of  the  earth,  if  the  mountains  were  suffi- 
ciently lofty,  they  would  be  found  the  abodes  of 
perpetual  congelation. 

The  limi£of  perpetual  snow  varies  with  the  lati- 
tude ;  it  is  highest  under  the  equator,  and  dimi- 
nishes^as  we  approach  the  poles ;  thus  the  point  of 
perpetual  congelation  at  the  equator,  is  more  than 
I5,<*0  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  while  in 


Britain  it  is  about  5000  feet.  As  we,  however, 
recede  from  the  equator,  considerable  oscillations 
occur  in  the  curve  of  congelation;  for  in  the 
Himalaya  range,  there  is  a  difference  of  no  less 
than  4000  feet  between  the  limits  of  perpetual 
snow  on  the  northern  and  the  southern  sides  of  the 
mountains.  As  we  proceed  towards  the  temperate 
zones,  we  find,  in  mountains  beneath  the  line  of 
perpetual  snow,  immense  bodies  of  ice,  or  glaciers, 
which  are  permanent  throughout  the  year  to  all 
appearance,  though  they  are  owing  to  constant 
additions  from  above,  while  solutions  at  their  lower 
borders  are  continually  taking  place;  thus  every 
portion  in  succession  after  its  deposition  at  the  top 
descends  to  be  dissolved,  while  the  form  and  situa- 
tion of  the  glacier  are  permanent. 

The  law  of  the  distribution  of  heat  through  the 
atmosphere  is  very  uniform,  and  from  a  great 
number  of  observations  in  different  parts  of  the 
world,  the  mean  results  are,  that  for  every  100 
yards  of  altitude,  the  thermometer  of  Fahrenheit 
sinks  one  degree.  This  uniform  ratio  is  said  by 
some  accurate  observers  to  be  somewhat  modified, 
by  the  altitude  increasing  in  a  greater  proportion 
than  the  temperature  decreases,  thus,  if  the  first 
252  feet  be  equal  to  one  degree  of  decrement,  the 
next  255  will  be  equal  to  another  lull  of  one  de- 
gree j  258  to  the  third  degree,  and  261  to  the 
fourth,  and  so  on. 

By  the  same  law  the  temperature  increases  with 
the  descent  from  the  level  of  the  sea,  and  is  found 
to  exhibit  an  augmenting  ratio  to  the  bottom  of 
the  lowest  mines,  being  at  the  rate  of  one  degree 
Fahrenheit,  to  about  every  16  to  18  yards  of 
descent.  I  need  not  enter  into  the  explanation  of 
the  causes  which  determine  this  law  of  increase 
and  decrement  of  temperature  in  the  atmosphere. 
It  simply  depends,  as  you  will  recollect,  on  the 
different  capacities  of  air  under  different  densities 
for  caloric  ;  the  denser  the  air,  the  less  capacity  it 
possesses  for  heat,  and  the  rarer  it  is,  it  has  the 
greater  capacity.  Thus  a  pound  of  air  at  the  sur- 
face of  the  earth  will  feel  warm,  or  give  out  heav 
but  transfer  this  same  pound  to  an  upper  stratum 
of  the  atmosphere,  it  will  expand  from  less  pressure, 
and  by  expanding  will  absorb  heat,  which  becomes 
specific,  and  so  produces  cold  both  to  sensation  and 
the  thermometer. 

We  thus  have  noticed  that  climate  is  greatly,  if 
not  chiefly  influenced  by  latitude,  by  longitude, 
and  also  by  elevation. 

The  purity  of  the  air  is  nearly  the  same  in  all 
parallels  of  the  earth's  surface,  and  at  all  eleva- 
tions, it  is  only  disturbed  or  impaired  by  local 
impregnations,  and  modified  by  temperature  and 
the  quantity  of  aqueous  vapour  which  it  may  hold 
in  solution.  So  wonderfully  are  the  constituents 
of  the  atmosphere  balanced  together  and  united^ 
that  whether  the  air  is  analysed  from  the  tap  of 
the  highest  mountains,  or  from  the  lowest  plains* 
it  is  found  to  be  composed  of  exactly  the  same 
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ingredients*  and  in  the  same  proportions,  to  as  to 
warrant  the  idea  that  the  whole  is  a  chemical  com- 
bination, and  not  a  mechanical  mixture  of  gases. 
The  most  authenticated  analysis  is  as  follows:— 
Measure.  Weight. 

Oxygen  in  1060  parts    . 

Nitrogen 

Carbonic  Acid      .    .    . 

Aqueous  Vapour       .    . 

1000.0   1000.0 

The  proportions  of  the  two  main  constituents 
are  not,  on  good  authority,  found  to  vary  but  a 
fraction  in  the  open  air  all  over  the  globe,  but  the 
quantity  of  carbonic  acid  is  found  to  vary  a  little, 
and  that  of  aqueous  vapour  is  generally  in  pro- 
portion to  the  temperature. 

Air  from  the  top  of  Rivington  Pike,  in  this 
county,  at  the  height  of  1300  feet  above  the  sea 
level,  has  been  found  to  contain  one  and  a  half 
volume  less  of  carbonic  acid  in  10,000  volumes  than 
air  experimented  on  800  feet  lower.  Notwith- 
standing the  very  irregular  evolution  of  these 
several  constituent  gases  into  the  atmosphere, 
arising  from  the  growth  of  vegetables  in  summer, 
tinder  the  open  rays  of  the  sun,  giving  rise  to  the 
greater  production  of  oxygen  gas,  and  from  the 
respiration  of  congregated  animals,  both  brute  and 
human,  and  above  all  from  the  great  masses  of  com- 
bustion going  on  in  many  places,  and  producing 
great  quantities  of  carbonic  acid  gas  ;  yet  such  is 
the  conservative  principle  in  the  atmospheric 
ingredients,  that  from  the  repulsion  of  their 
respective  molecules  to  each  other,  they  are  soon 
diffused  through  the  whole  aerial  mass ;  and  any 
undue  production  of  any  one  of  them,  in  one  point, 
is  forthwith  disseminated  through  the  interstices  of 
the  molecules  of  the  others,  until  a  constant  and 
uniform  mixture  is  maintained.  This  general  law 
of  diffusion  does  not,  however,  absolutely  prevent 
such  temporary  and  local  accumulations  of  some  of 
these  ingredients,  as  may  be  injurious  to  animal 
life  and  health,  as  we  shall  notice  when  we  come 
to  apeak  of  special  sites  and  climates. 

I  may  mention  another  curious  result  of  the  inde- 
pendent, yet  regulated  condition  of  these  gases,  that 
of  the  whole  pressure  exerted  by  them,  each  exerts 
its  own  force,  thus  of  the  30  inches  of  mercury  sup- 
ported, nitrogen  sustains  23.36  parts,  oxygen  6.18 
parts  or  inches,  aqueous  vapour  only  .44  of  an  inch, 
and  carbonic  acid  only  .2  of  an  inch,  each  being  in 
proportion  to  its  quantity. 

Though  the  oxygen  and  azote  of  the  atmosphere 
preserve  nearly  a  uniform  ratio  to  each  other,  yet 
as  I  have  stated,  and  owing  to  the  much  greater 
specific  gravity  of  carbonic  acid  gas,  which  is  1.527, 
while  oxygen  gas  is  1.111,  and  azote  0.S72SI  this 
heavy  gas  does  not  so  readily  diffuse  itself  from  the 
foci  of  its  generation,  as  is  felt  at  the  Grotto  del 
Cani,  near  Naples,  at  a  lake  in  the  Cordilleras,  and 
another  in  Java,  over  which  a  bird  can  scarcely 
fly  without  being  asphyxiated.  This  gas  will 
remain  a  long  Una  undiffused  in  the  bottom  of 


shafts,  wells,  in  low  sinks  and  cellars,  whereby  the 
human  health  and  life  is  at  times  unpaired,  and  ntjt 
in  jeopardy.  In  dry  weather  k  is  aft  to  accNav 
late  in  low  courts  and  underground^eUarB  in  large 
towns,  especially  if  they  are  situated  near,  orsw- 
imndeAJgr,  processes  requiring  intsA^omhnatkm, 
and  where  charcoal  furnaces  aw  in  operation*  ,.I 
have  detected  a  marked  difference  in  the  quantity 
of  lime  water  precipitated  from  air  taken  from  the 
top  of  my  house,  and  from  the  cellar  floor,  after  .a 
long  season  of  dry  weather.  There  are  varies* 
modes  of  testing  the  quantity  of  carbonic  acid  in 
the  air,  by  causing  it  to  be  absorbed  by  either  lime 
water,  pure  barytic  water,  or  by  a  solution  of  caustic 
potass.  When  we  use  lime  water  to  any  measured 
quantity  of  air,  we  collect  the  precipitate,  which  is 
carbonate  of  lime,  weigh  it,  and  for  every  6.25  grains 
of  it  we  allow  2.75  grains  for  carbonic  acid ;  or  mul- 
tiply auy  weight  we  get  by  0.44,  the  product  is  tfee 
weight  pf  carbonic  acid.  As  100  cubic  inches 
of  carbonic  acid  gas,  under  mean  temperature  and 
pressure,  weigh  47-4691  grains,  it  is  easy  to  calcu- 
late the  cubic  inches  of  gas  that  may  be  contained 
in  the  air  experimented  on.  , 

In  our  large  towns,  such  as  Manchester,  where 
many  processes  of  manufacture  are  going  on, 
requiring  the  combustion  of  much  coal,  two  other 
chemical  ingredients  can  easily  be  detected  in  the 
urban  atmosphere,  and  these  are  ammonia  and 
sulphuretted  hydrogen,  or  the  hydro-sulphurous  acid 
gas.  *  The  former  of  these  I  have  found  to  prevail 
in  a  considerable  quantity  in  the  air  of  this  town, 
afteueriods  of  dry  weather,  by  simply  evaporating 
a  portion  of  water  impregnated  with  a  little  hydro- 
chloric acid  that  has  for  some  time  been  exposed  to 
the  free  atmosphere,  when,  by  adding  caustic  lime, 
fumes  of  ammonia  will  be  perceptibly  evolved. 
The  quantitative  analysis  I  have  not  yet  aseer* 
taimkL  '  v 

The  sulphuretted  hydrogen  is  also  easily  detected 
by  transmitting  portions  of  the  air  through  a  sotn- 
tion  of  acetate  of  lead,  when  a  dark  precipitate 
will  appear,  and  may  be  collected  to  ascertain  the 
relative  proportions.  This  gas  may  also  be  dis- 
covered in  the  air  by  exposing  to  it  a  slip  of  litmus 
paper,  which  in  a  few  hours  will  be  reddened.  This 
change  will  also  be  occasioned  by  carbonic  acid  gas, 
when  it  is  very  prevalent.  The  exact  operating 
agency  may,  however,  be  ascertained  by  a  few  sub- 
sidiary tests.  One  great  cause  of  the  disengage- 
ment of  these  adventitious  gases  in  our  urban 
atmospheres,  is  the  immense  disproportion  of  inferior 
or  engine  coal,  which  naturally  contains  much  more 
sulphur  and  azotic  exuvia  than  our  poorer  bitu- 
minous coal  used  for  household  purposes. 

Another  important  constituent  of  the  atmosphere 
remains  to  be  noticed,  and  it  is  one  that  principally 
gives  the  character  of  weather  to  it  This  is  the 
bygrometric  state  of  the  air.  This  state  bears  a 
ehief  consideration  in  ail  that  relates  to  ch'saafo, 
and  forms  one  of  die  most  popular  objects  of  attefu- 
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man  "to  <he  nygMmsi  end  iavafid.  The  proportion 
^eqoeoee  vapoat  varies  greatly,  mod  is  dependent 
-ear  temperature  ins)  pressure.  The  air  at  the  poles 
eustfceins  the  leant  of  it,  and  at  the  equator  It 
kit  i  maximum*  Thus  the  elastia  force  of 
wjassar  at  33  degrees  is  only  one-fifcb  of  an  inch, 
while  mercury  is  30  inches,  or  it  weighs  only  the 
1- 150th  part  of  what  an  equal  balk  of  air  does  at 
that  temperature.  Again,  the  elastic  force  of 
vapour  at  60  degrees  is  0.516,  or  above  half  an 
inch,  and  it  weighs  one-sixtieth  of  an  equal  bulk 
of  air,  while  at  212  degrees  its  weight  is  to  that 
of  air  as  5  to  8.  So,  therefore,  the  warmer  the 
climate,  there  is  more  aqueous  vapour  in  the 
atmosphere,  but  it  is  normally  far  short  of  the 
point  of  saturation,  eke  rain  or  fogs  would  be  con. 
tioualiy  occurring  in  warm  countries. 

It  is  very  necessary  to  be  acquainted  with  the 
meteorological  results  of  air  being  mixed  with 
vapour  in  different  proportions,  which  as  we  have 
said,  depends  on  temperature.  For  example, 
when  a  cubic  foot  of  ah*  at  32  degrees,  and  having 
an  elastic  force  equal  to  30  inches  of  mercury,  is 
mixed  with  a  cubic  foot  of  vapour  at  the  same 
temperature,  and  having  only  an  elastic  force  of 

•  one-fifth  of  an  inch  of  mercury,  the  volume  that 
results  is  not  two  cubic  feet,  but  only  1 .0066  feet. 
Hence,  the  addition  of  vapour  to  air  adds  little  to 

1  its  hoik,  and  consequently  diminishes  but  little  its 
specific  gravity.  Again,  two  volumes  of  air  at 
different  temperatures,  but  each  folly  saturated, 

»  vriB  produce  two  vofames,  having  a  meat*  tern* 

•  perature,  but  the  mixed  tensions  of  the  vapour  will 
not  be  a  mean,  but  above  it,  so  that  then  will  be 

•  a  condensation  or   precipitation  of  the   vapour, 


I  vot  of  air  at  €0°,  harrngito  force? 

*    of  saturated  vapour    ,     .     > 

1  ditto        at40°,  ditto    .     .     . 


Mil  temp. 


.524  in. 
.263  in. 

50°   ♦    real   tension     ,      .375 

18.5 
Thus  18.5,  or  say  2  i*  only  at  50  degrees 
equalto  l-1500thpartof  the  bulk  of  the  air  engaged, 
and  would  produce  but  little  vacuum  from  con- 
densation. According  to  Dr.  Dalton's  tables  of 
tension  it  appears,  that  though  the  mean  tempera- 
ture of  the  air  at  the  equator  is  80  degrees^  the 
point  of  saturation  with  vapour  is  19  degrees  below 
this,  or  in  other  words,  it  requires  air  carrying 
vapour  from  the  earth  to  ascend  to  the  height 
of  from  6000  to  7000  feet  before  it  suffers  its 
moisture  to  be  condensed,  and  this  only  when  the 
ascending  air  is  nearly  saturated. 

The  quantity  of  rain,  as  well  as  its  mode  of  falling 

'  at  any  place,  has  a  considerable  influence  on  its 

climate.    The  most  reputed  wet  situations  are  not 

tnose  at  which  most  rain  fells  during  the  year. 

'  Tne  mean  annual  rain  in  the  West  Indies  averages 

*  190  mcbes,  though  for  six  mondis  at  a  time  none 

may  fcfi.    At  Calcotmthe  average  is  81  inches;  at 


Rome  3$;  at  Liverpool  38;  atBoloberguSM  >  at 
Glasgow  30;  and  at  Manchester,  acccbrulng  to  Dr. 
Dalton,  35,117  inches  has  been  th*  average*  for  49 
years.  Some  most  extraordinary  falls  of  rain  have 
taken  place  in  some  places  in  very  short  periods  of 
time.  Thus :— -30  inches  fell  at  Genoa  in  24  hours, 
in  Oct,  1822 ;  29  inches  at  Joyeuse,  in  SSI  hours, 
in  Oct.,  1827;  and  at  Gibraltar,  in  Nov;  1826, 33- 
inches  fell  in  26  hours. 

The  quantity  of  vapour,  its  force  of  tension,  or 
what  is  called  the  dew-point,  is  estimated  by  hygro- 
meters of  different  kinds,  as  Leslie's  and  Daniel's  ^ 
but  Dr.  Dalton's  simple  mode  is  perhaps  as  correct 
as  any.  The  quantity  of  rain  is  measured  by  the 
rain  gauge.  There  are  different  forms  of  them  also, 
but  Professor  Phillips*  hemispherical  discs  exposed 
to  the  four  cardinal  points  with  a  horizontal  one  at 
top,  with  gutters  to  them,  seems  to  offer  the  best 
test  of  the  rail  of  rain  either  in  calms  or  storms. 

Adverting  then  to  the  foregoing  elementary 
consideration  of  the  constitution  of  the  atmos- 
phere, as  to  temperature,  nature  of  the  normal 
and  adventitious  gases,  and  the  vapour  which 
is  always  more  or  less  a  modifying  agent,  we 
may  easily  infer,  irrespective  of  experience, 
bow  animal  life  and  all  the  contingencies  of 
health  may  be  affected  by  atmospherical  eon* 
ditions.  Thus  temperature  alone  will  have  a 
great  effect  on  the  physiology  of  respiration,  and 
through  this  function,  on  the  oxygenation  of 
the  blood  and  nutrition.  The  capacity  of  the  cheat 
in  any  adult  may  be  said  to  be  a  constant  quantity. 
At  every  respiration  the  volume  of  air  that  enters 
the  lungs  may  be  considered  as  uniform,  and  con- 
sequently the  oxygen  which  me  air  contains,  at  any 
temperature  will  be  constant.  But  as  the  tern, 
perature  varies,  so  will  the  weight  of  air  differ  as 
to  its  volume,  therefore  the  quantity  of  oxygen 
will  vary  also.  Air  being  expanded  by  heat  and 
contracted  by  cold,  will  contain  unequal  weights 
of  oxygen  to  the  same  volumes  of  air.  In  summer 
or  in  a  warm  climate,  therefore,  the  lungs  exer- 
cising the  same  number  of  respirations  in  a  minute, 
and  the  same  volume  of  expansion,  will  pass  less 
air  and  consequently  leas  oxygen  through  the  lungs 
than  they  will  do  in  winter  or  in  a  cold  climate, 
using  the  same  mechanical  exercise.  In  the  former 
meteorological  conditions,  the  air  is  more  saturated 
with  vapour,  which  displaces  a  proportional  volume 
of  air ;  therefore  we  see  that  temperature  alone, 
and  more  so  with  a  greater  hygrometric  state  of  die 
air,  will  much  influence  the  functions  of  the  longs, 
and  consequently  the  heakh  of  the  animal. 

As  the  air,  when  dry,  is  found  to  expand  at  the 
rate  of  1 -4688th  part  of  its  volume  for  every  degree 
of  Fahreneit,  it  follows  that  the  air,  in  being 
heated  from  32  to  80  degrees,  or  to  the  extent  of 
48  degrees,  will  be  dilated  to  above  l-10th  of  its 
volume,  and  so  it  win  require  a  person  to  perform 
eleven  respirations  in  the  warmer  atmosphere  for 
ten  In  the  colder,  to  transmit  the  same  qnasjtf 
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******  A*.  h*g»>  .«rf  thjs  wiU  sequrte  two  or 
tlfrnat  met*  inspirations  in  the  course  of  a  minute. 
^  >Ylienevex  we  add  to  this  the  additional  vapour 
.  ftfcjch.  Js  oontaioed  in  a  warm  atmosphere,  which 
[  is  ordinarily  about  l-60th  of  the  whole  volume,  we 
.  caii  easily  perceive  to  how  much  labour  the  lungs  are 
.  subjcctedf  iq  a  warm  climate,  in  order  to  appropriate 
the  same  quantity  of  vivifying  principle  as  they 
more  easily  do  in  a  colder.    We  may  say,  that  the 
inhabitant  of  an  elevated  region,  from  the  necessary 
'  rarefaction  of  the  air,  will  also  be  subjected  to  a 
similar  disproportion  of  oxygen  in  the  air  which  he 
inspires.    True,  the  air  at  three  miles  of  altitude, 
{ps  only  15  inches  or  half  the  density  which  it  has 
at  the  level  of  the  sea  j  but  then  it  is  cooler  and 
freer  from  latent  vapour.    It  is  also  purer,  which, 
combined  with  the  condensation  from  cold,  gives 
the  mountaineer  a  quick  but  ample  respiration, 
increases  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  and  heightens 
his  colour}   but  from   a   less  pressure  in   the 
atmospheric  column,  he  is  more  subject  to  haemop- 
tysis and  inflammations   of  the   chest,  than  the 
inhabitant  of  the  plains. 

Liehig  has  rather  too  absolutely  stated  the  effect 
,  of  diminished  atmospherical  pressure,  if  applied  to 
ftasfcJenee  in  elevated  situations, .  when  he  says  that 
the  quantity  of  oxygen  inspired*  and  of  carbonic  acid 
expired,  must  vary  with  the  height  of  the  barometer. 
As  a  general  law,  we  agree  with  him,  that  we 
expire  more  carbon  in  cold  weather,  and  when  the 
barometer  is  high,  than  we  do  in  warm  weather  j 
slid  we  consume  more  or  less  carbon  in  our  food  in 
the  same  proportion  j  thus,  in  Sweden,  more  than 
in  Sicily  ;  and  in  our  more  temperate  climate,  an 
.  .ejgntb  more  in  winter  than  in  summer.  We  must 
,  &o  recollect  that  the  barometer  will  often  stand  as 
,  Jugh  m  warm  weather  as  in  cold,  and  though  there 
is  t  diminished  pressure  in  elevated  situations,  yet* 
there  is  a  condensation  corresponding  to  the 
seduction  of  temperature,  and  in  many  instances  a 
less  impregnation  of  vapour,  which  will  considerably 
modify  any  deductions  drawn  from  mere  difference 
of  temperature.  In  following  this  illustrious 
chemist,  we  should  be  led  to  consider  climate  as 
entirely  having  a  relation  to  temperature,  and  this 


as  affecting  the  consumption  of  carbon  in  the  lungs  1  .  .     ,    _  .  ,    ,  -  .  , 

for.he.4  -h  differed  din,.*.  *.^^JaSS^l^CSLSJ£S: 


QXjgen  introduced  into  the  system  of  respiration 

varies  according  to  the  temperature  of  the  external 

:  air  5  the  quantity  of  inspired  oxygen  increases  with 

the  loss  of  heat  by  external  cooling,  and  the  carbon 

or  hydrogen  necessary  to  combine  with  this  oxygen, 

must  be  increased  in  the  same  ratio.*'    Thus  the 

fSemoyedes  and  the  Esquimaux  are  compelled  to 

consume  food,  as  oil  and  blubber,  which  contains  a 

great  proportion  of  carbon,  in  order  to  meet  the 

'  gfreater  demand  for  combustion  within  their  lungs 

from  the  increased  inhalation  of  oxygen.    For  the 

{ same  reason  the  Neapolitan,  and  more  so  the  West- 

,  J^rfan  and  the  Hindoo,  take  less  of  this  carbons- 

v«ftous  foo4  because  they  ordinarily  inspire  less 


oxf gpv  wiricn  is  the  supporter  of  the  combustion  of 
carbon*  From  our  countrymen  eating  as  much 
food,  especially  of  a  fibrinous  and  glutinous  nature, 
in  tropical  countries,  as  they  have  been  in  die  habit 
of  doing  at  home,  their  systems  get  overcharged 
with  unconsumed  carbon  ;  hence  too  much  bile  is 
secreted,  and  it  is  thrown  upon  the  Intestines  more 
profusely,  and  so  gives  rise  to  bilious  fluxes  and 
dysenteries.  On  the  other  hand,  those  whose 
digestive  organs  are  weak,  and  cannot  assimilate 
much  carbon,  are  benefitted  by  removing  to  an 
atmosphere  where  the  supply  of  oxygen  at  each 
inspiration  is  less,  and  more  on  a  par  with  the  carbon 
that  is  assimilated  by  the  impaired  state  of  die 
digestive  organs.  For  the  same  reason,  where  the 
lungs  are  curtailed  in  their  functions,  as  from 
phthisical  tubercles,  a  removal  from  a  cold  climate, 
where  the  force  of  oxidation  is  too  great,  to  a  warmer 
•climate,  where  it  is  less,  is  commendable,  and  often 
found  benefieiak  On  the  same  principle,  in  our  own 
climate,  pvnmonie  diseases  prevail  more  in  winter, 
when  the  supply  of  oxygen  is  at  the  yearly 
maxknom  j  and  hepatic  diseases  in  summer  and 
autumn,  when  the  supply  is  at  the  minimum, 
while  the  supply  of  carbon  is  not  proportionaMy 


From  what  we  have  stated,  it  is  seen  that  many 
elementary  conditions  of  the  atmosphere,  vis., 
latitude,  longitude,  and  geographical  elevation,  are 
necessary  to  be  considered  to  form  an  estimate  of 
t  lnjimate,as  it  affects  the  animal  body.  We  more- 
twer  fiod\  that  in  addition  to  the  general  effects, 
there  are  often  local  conditions  that  give  a  greater 
development  to  some  injurious  effects  on  the  human 
body,  in  one  place  mere  than  another  j  aueb  as  the 
production  of  agues  in  marshy  districts,  of  goitres 
and  cretinism  in  some  mountainous  regions,  of 
dysenteries  and  liver  complaints  in  various  tropical 
plains,  and  of  fatal  pestilential  fevers  in  other 
localities,  not  to  forget  the  frmiliar  evils  of  scrofula 
phthisis,  and  rkketts,  in  our  changeable  climate. 
It  appears,  also,  that  any  frigid  climate  developes 
tubercles  in  the  Malay,  and  very  often  in  the 
Negro;  while  we  are  told  that  the  marshy  plains 
of  Demerara  and  Surinam,  though  inimical  to  the 


plaints,  are  both  preventive  and  curative  of  phthisis; 
so  also  the  fens  in  Cambridgeshire.  There  is 
indeed  some  reason  for  believing  that  the  clima- 
torial  causes  of  ague  and  of  pulmonary  consumption 
are  antagonist  powers!  and  do  not  prevail  together 
in  the  same  localities. 

The  statistical  information  which  is  now  obtain- 
ing from  many  quarters  of  the  world  on  the  subject 
if  medical  topography,  is  of  the  greatest  importance 
in  directing  the  migration  of  invalids,  the  route  of 
expeditions,  and  the  establishment  of  new  settle- 
ments and  colonies.  If  more  attention  had  been 
paid,  to  this  subject,  this  country  would  hot  have  had 
to  deplore  the  fate  of  manjtof  our  military 
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prises,  and  the  loss  of  many  of  her  sons  on  the 
shores  of  pestilential  countries. 

In  practically  studying  climate,  a  doe  conside- 
ration must  be  given  to  the  telluric,  as  well  as  to 
the  meteoric  character  of  the  country  or  locality, 
and  even  the  geological  structure  must  not  be 
overlooked.  A  subsoil  of  clay  or  lias  will  produce 
a  greater  humidity  in  the  incumbent  atmosphere, 
than  one  of  limestone,  chalk,  or  sand,  which  are 
more  porous,  and  permit  the  more  ready  absorption 
of  rain  or  surface*  wuter,  thereby  tending  to  keep 
the  point  of  saturation  of  the  air  at  a  greater  dif- 
ference from  the  temperature.  Hilly  ranges  of 
sand  or  chalk,  from  absorbing  less  of  the  solar  heat, 
render  the  air  generally  warmer  than  those  com- 
posed of  marl,  clay,  or  schistose  strata,  which,  being 
better  conductors  of  heat,  absorb  more,  and  keep 
i'the  incumbent  air  at  a  lower  temperature,  while 
r  the  water  being  more  retained  on  the  surface,  is 
/more  subject  to  evapoiation.  Chalk  hills  are 
observed  to  be  less  affected  with  thunder  storms 
than  other  rocks.  In  some  volcanic  countries,  as 
in  parts  of  Italy  and  the  Ionian  Islands,  the  local 

-  climates  are  much  influenced  by  telluric  emanations, 
issuing  either  perceptibly  or  by  unperceived  exhala- 
tions, through  the  surface.  These  deleterious  gases 
have  been  detected  u>  be  either  carbonic  acid  gas, 
azote,  or  the  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  and  in  several 
of  the  pestilential  shores  and  bays  of  Africa,  the 
latter  named  gas  has  been  alleged  to  be  the  morbific 
agent  in  the  production  of  those  fatal  endemic  fevers 
which  create  such  devastation  among  Europeans. 
This  gas  in  these  tropical  regions  does  not  issue 
from  the  earth,  bnt  is  generated  on  the  surface  from 
the  decomposition  of  the  sulphates  in  sea  water, 
arising  from  the  putrescence  or  oxidation  of  vege- 
table matter  exposed  to  the  hot  rays  of  a  tropical 
sun. 

You  are  aware,  that  a  very  scientific  attempt  has 
been  made  to  prevent  if  not  to  destroy  the  deleteri- 
ousness  of  this  malarious  atmosphere,  by  Professor 
Daniel,  by  diffusing  around  ships  visiting  these 
spots,  and  aronnd  dwellings  situated  within  its 
influence,  the  vapours  of  chlorine.  This  gaseous 
element,  from  its  great  affinity  to  hydrogen,  readily 
decomposes  the  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  and  so  it 
was  fairly  thought  that  a  proper  diffusion  of  it 
would  rob  these  pestilential  places  of  all  their  fatal 
poison.  The  late  lamented  expedition  to  the  Niger 
was  accordingly  amply  provided  with  apparatus 
for  this  purpose  j  but  alas,  the  hidden  monster  could 
not  be  evoked,  and  science  was  confuted  by  the 
numerous  deaths  that  resulted  in  that  expedition. 

Dr.  William,  surgeon  of  the  Albert,  could  detect 
no  sulphuretted  hydrogen  in  the  river  Niger. 

There  is  perhaps  no  incidental  circumstance  that 
influences  local  climate  more  than  the  direction  of 
the  winds,  and  whether  they  generally  blow  from 

-  the  land  or  from  the  sea,  or  whether  over  hills  or 
extensive  plains    before  reaching   the   spots   in 


question  ?  And  again,  whether  the  hills  are  t»  tie 
north  or  south  of  the  place?— and  whether  the  sea 
lies  to  the  east,  west,  north,  or  to  the  southward  f 
The  solving  of  the  healthiness,  comfort,  or  other- 
wise, of  any  topical  climate  will  depend  very  much 
on  the  existence  of  one  or  more  of  these  eireusa- 
stances,  and  this  can  only  be  determined  by  having 
a  special  instance  before  us.  One  Wind,  as  to  its 
azimuth  direction,  may  be  healthy  in  one  country 
or  place,  while  it  may  be  the  contrary  in  other* ; 
and  the  sea  or  a  lake  being  situated  to  the  norJU 
or  south  may  make  a  very  marked  difference  in 
the  climate  of  any  place.  As  the  consideration  of 
these  more  restricted  views  of  climate  leads  to  the 
subject  of  special  hygiene,  we  will  reserve  its  farther 
notice  to  next  lecture. 


CASE  OF  STRANGULATED  FEMORAL  HER- 
NIA, ENDING  IN  MORTIFICATION  OP  THE^/ 
INTESTINE.  RECOVERY  OF  THE  PATIENT. 
By  Richard  Chapman,  M.R.C.S.,  Kirby  Mooraufe, 
Yorkshire. 
June  3rd,  1833.  At  five  o'clock  p.m.,  I  visited  Mrs. 
Petch,  of  Rosedale,  a  widow,  aged  67,  and  found  fcer 
labouring  under  symptoms  of  strangulated  femoral 
hernia  on  the  right  side,  hi  which  state  she  had  been 
during  the  last  thirty-three  hoars.  At  the  time,  she 
complained  of  severe  pain  in  the  tumour,  which  was 
about  the  size  of  an  orange,  with  sickness,  vomiting, 
thirst,  and  furred  tongue;  poise  regular  and  nearly 
natural,  and  not  much  fever.  She  is  of  good  con- 
stitution, and  has  had  a  tumour  in  that  situation 
upwards  of  thirty  years,  which  for  the  last  tenor  twelve 
has  been  irreducible,  and  the  present  strangulation  is 
probably  caused  by  a  cough  which  she  had  for  a  few 
days.  I  tried  the  taxis  in  the  manner  recommended 
for  femoral  hernia,  by  first  pressing  down  the  tumour, 
which  appeared  to  be  reflected  over  Poupart's  liga- 
ment, with  one  band,  whilst,  with  the  fingers  of  the 
other,  I  endeavoured  to  return  that  part  of  it  which 
was  nearest  the  crural  ring,  but  failed  in  the  attempt. 
Bleeding  to  syncope  (18  ounces)  was  immediately  had 
recourse  to,  and  the  taxis  again  tried  with  no  better 
effect.  At  a  quarter  past  ten,  the  one  half  of  a  pint  of  the 
infusion  of  tobacco  was  injected,  without  producing  any 
effect ;  in  half  an  hour  afterwards  the  remainder  was 
injected,  which  was  shortly  followed  by  sickness,  cold 
sweats,  and  almost  imperceptible  pulse ;'  she  remained 
in  this  state  almost  half  an  hour ;  and  after  die  effect 
was  gone  off,  the  swelling  became  somewhat  easier. 

4th.  At  7  a.m.,  I  visited  Mrs.  Fetch  again,  and 
finding  it  impossible  to  reduce  the  hernia  by  a 
gentle  trial  of  the  taxis,  and  other  means  having 
failed,  I  determined  upon  having  recourse  to  the 
operation,  in  which  I  was  assisted  by  Mr.  Dante 
Barker,  my  nephew,  at  that  time  my  assistant.  She 
was  placed  upon  a  table  in  a  good  light,  the  head  and 
shoulders  elevated  with  pillows,  the  legs  hanging  over 
the  end  of  the  table.  I  commenced  the  operation  by 
making  au  incision  over  the  middle  of  the  tumour, 
beginning  at  its  upper  part,  and  carrying  it  downwards 
in  a  direction  pointing  from  the  navel  to  nearly  the 
bottom  of  it,  which  constituted  the  leg  of  the  iaverftsi 
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X-  ■.  *D*  1*Wth4or  this  stroke  was  About  four  inches, 
,  the  bead  of  the  ±  was  made  at  right  angles 
.  with  the  leg,  and  nearly  of  the  same  length  ;  the 
angles  were  then  reflected,  and  the  fascia  propria 
exposed,  which  was  divided  and  opened  in  the  usual 
manner.  The  tumour  was  now  clearly  exposed,  being 
enveloped  with  the  peritoneum  or  sac,  which  was 
extremely  thin,  and  cloeely  adherent  to  every  part  of  it; 
this,  so  far  as  was  necessary,  was  separated,  chiefly 
with  the  finger,  from  the  intestine,  the  neck  of  which 
was  very  long,  and  tightly  strictured  by  the  crescentic 
margin  of  the  crural  arch  ;  the  adhesions  were  also 
so  strong  as  not  to  allow  of  the  director  being  passed 
without  some  force,  and  as  soon  as  the  stricture  was 
.  divided  a  gentle  attempt  was  made  to  return  it,  which 
freed  the  intestine  of  the  flatus,  and  greatly  reduced  its 
size.  The  adhesions  being  of  old  standing,  it  was  not 
considered  prudent  to  make  any  further  attempt  at 
reduction. 

..The  intestine  presented  a  healthy  appearance,  and 
contained  a  large  quantity  of  feculent  matter.  The  lips 
of  the  wound  were  brought  together  by  four  sutures 
and  adhesive  plaster.  A  common  injection  was 
•  ordered  every  three  hours ;  and  an  ounce  of  a  strong 
mixture  of  sulphate  of  magnesia  and  infusion  of  senna 
was  directed  to  be  taken  every  hour,  commencing 
three  hours  after  the  operation. 

'  7,  p.m.  Some  thirst,  skin  rather  hot,  pnlse  regular 
and  soft,  bowels  thrice  opened,  but  not  very  copiously, 
nearly  free  from  pain.  Continue  the  mixture  and 
injections. 

-  Stb.  7  a.m.  Has  slept  three  or  four  hours  in  the 
night,  bowels  have  been  ntoved  about  twenty  timet, 
and  some  of  the  evacuations  were  very  copious; 
tengue  covered  with  a  brown  fur,  considerable  thirst, 
pulse  betwixt  90  and  100,  rather  full ;  there  is 
tenderness  of  the  abdomen,  but  no  swelling  or  tension. 
Omit  the  purgative  medieine.  Was  bled  to  16  ounces, 
the  stood  being  covered  with  a  thin  buffy  coat. 

'  t%  p.m.  Bowels  have  been  thrice  moved,  with  some 
pain  in  the  abdomen  %  other  symptoms  the  same.  Apply 
twelve  leeches  to  the  part  iu  pain.  Two  grains  of 
calomel  to  be  given  every  night  and  morning. 

'  6th.  9  a.m.  Has  had  a  tolerably  good  night ;  no  alvine 
evacuation  since  last  report.  No  pain  or  tension  in 
the  tumour  or  abdomen ;  slight  tenderness  on  pressure ; 
pulse  about  90  and  softer;  tongue  brown,  but  cleaner 
at  the  edges.  To  have  an  ounce  of  the  purgative 
medicine  before  prescribed,  every  three  hours,  until 
the  bowels  are  moved. 

7,  p.m.  Has  had  five  alvine  evacuations,  and  remains 
as  in  the  morning.  Twelve  leeches  to  the  abdomen. 
Wound  dressed  for  the  first  time,  and  looking  healthy ; 
adhesions  taking  place  :  in  the  lower  part  of  it  a  slight 
discharge  of  bloody  matter. 

7th.  Has  slept  about  four  hours  at  intervals  during 
the  night.  Tongue  clean;  fever  and  thirst  abated; 
no  pain  in  the  abdomen ;  slight  tenderness  on  pressure  ; 
wound  improving.  To  have  an  ounce  of  the  purga- 
tive mixture  every  two  hours. 

7,  pjn.  Bowels  four  times  opened ;  other  symp- 
toms the  same.  Has  had  three  hours  sleep  during  the 
day. 

9th.  Wound  discharging  a  thin  sanious  matter.  At 
the  bottom  part  is  a  substance  resembling  fatcia  or 
reihlar  membrane,  protruding  through  the  lower  part 


of  the  wound,  in  a  state  of  gangrene.  Three  of  the 
sutures  removed.  Pulse  the  same  as  at  last  report ; 
tongue  glased ;  bowels  open. 

10th.  Has  passed  a  restless  night;  pulse  slow; 
bowels  open ;  wound  more  open,  and  the  substance 
protruding,  evidently  a  portion  of  the  bowels,  in  a 
state  of  gangrene. 

11th.  Has  had  a  good  night,  slept  well,  and  describes 
herself  fas  better.  No  separation  of  the  mortified 
part. 

12th.  A  restless  night :  the  attendants  think  that 
some  of  the  faeces  have  passed  through  the  mortified 
intestine ;  some  long  shreads  of  it  having  separated. 
Appetite  good ;  pulse  85 ;  tongue  clean. 

13th.  Two  evacuations  per  antes*,  since  last  visit. 
Wound  filled  with  mortified  intestine ;  no  discharge  of 
fascal  matter  through  the  wound. 

14th.  All  the  symptoms  favourable,  and  there  is  good 
ground  for  supposing  that  the  mortification  has  extended 
no  farther  than  the  neck  of  the  sac.  Appetite  good  ; 
is  taking  quinine  and  animal  food. 

15th.  Wound  discharging  healthy  pus ;  two  evacu- 
ations per  anum ;  mortified  part  separating;  health 
improving ;  appetite  good. 

16th.  The  same  as  at  last  report';  bowels  ordered  to 
be  gently  moved. 

17th.  Wound  diminishing.  Pieces  of  lint  inserted 
underneath  the  mortified  intestine. 

20th.  Slough  separared.  Bowels  to  be  kept  in  a 
laxative  state. 

August  14th.  Wound  on  the  point  of  cicatrizing; 
intestinal  canal  performing  its  functions  regularly; 
health  nearly  restored. 

REMARKS. 

.  Sor  a  period  of  four  months  this  patient  remained 
wholly  cured  of  her  hernia,  but  since  then  a  new 
descent  has  taken  place,  which  is  reducible,  and  for 
which  she  wears  a  truss.  I  attribute  the  mortification 
to  the  breaking  up  of  some  of  the  adhesions  on  the 
upper  part  of  the  tumour  in  order  to  make  way  to  the 
stricture.  It  was,  properly  speaking,  a  sloughing  of 
the  anterior  part  of  the  intestine,  caused  by  the  vessels 
between  the  sac  and  the  latter  being  torn,  the  posterior 
part  of  the  tumour  and  sides  retaining  their  vitality, 
the  adhesions  there  being  undisturbed.  The  slough 
not  separating  for  about  a  fortnight  formed  a  barrier 
against  the  escape  of  fasces,  and  the  bowels  being 
carefully  preserved  in  a  laxative  state  by  aperients, 
enabled  the  faeces  to  pass  through  their  narrowed 
channel  until  healthy  granulations  had  taken  the 
place  of  the  sphacelated  portion  of  intestine.  It  is 
propable,  if  the  strangulated  portion  of  intestine  could 
have  been  liberated  in  this  case  by  dividing  the  stric- 
ture external  to  the  sac,  as  has  since  been  recommended 
by  Mr.  Key,  the  mortification  would  not  have  followed, 
and  much  suffering  and  danger  have  been  avoided. 

Kirby  Moorside,  July  18, 1844. 


MR.  TURNER  ON  THE  ASTRAGALUS. 
Letter  to  Dr.  Hastihgb. 
My  Dear  Sir, — As  the  lecture,  which  was  the  foun- 
dation of  my  paper  on  "  Dislocations  of  the 
Astragalus,"  published  in  the  11th  volume  of 
the  "  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Transactions/' 
was  delivered  at  your  request,  as  Honorary  Secretary, 
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in  consequence  of   the    otherwise  unoccupied  hour 
caused  by  the  absence  of  the  author  of  the  "  Report 
on  SVvrokrt;"  I  deem  it  right  to  address  you,  and 
through  you,  the  members  of  the  Provincial  Medical 
asid  Surgical  Association,  upon  the  hypercritical  ob- 
servations which  appeared  on  that  paper,  in  the  last 
number  of    the    "  British    and     Foreign    Medical 
Review."    At  the   uncourteousuess  of   these    obser- 
vations I  am  not  a  little    surprised,  when  I    recall 
to    mind,     that    the   Editor  of    that    Review    was 
present    at   the   Exeter    meeting    when  the    lecture 
woe  delivered!  that  he  knew  (I presume)  the  circum- 
stances which  called  it  forth ;  that  he  was  acquainted 
with  the  fact  that  a  few  hours  only  were  allowed  me 
for  He  preparation;  that  a  very  short  space  of  time 
was  afforded  for  complying  with  the  request  of  the 
members  of  the  Association  to   draw  up  a  rej)ort9 
embodying  my  facts  and  reasoning  upon  luxations  of 
the  astragalus,  for  publication  in  the  next  volume  of 
their  Transactions ;  and  that  the  paper  was  committed 
to  the  press  within  a  few  months  after  the  period  of 
its  delivery.    When  these  circumstances  are  recol- 
lected, and  when  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  the  subject 
had  not  been  treated  in  a  monographic  form  before, 
that  the  cases  lay  scattered  through  numerous  volumes, 
that  it  was  desirable  to  accumulate  additional  infor- 
mation  from    private    sources,    and    thus  to  obtain 
unedited,  as  well  as  edited  examples  of  the  accident, 
and  that  the  whole  required  to  be  arranged  and  reasoned 
upon,  so  as  to  give  a  scientific  form  to  the  subject, 
which,  avowedly,  had  not  been  previously  done,  nor 
attempted;    I   think   the   reviewer  ought   to   have 
acquitted  me  of  the  charge  of  want  of  diligence  in 
collecting  sufficient  materials  to  justify  the  practical 
conclusions  at  which  I  arrived,  and  which,  with  some 
trifling   untenable    objections,  are  admitted  by  the 
reviewer  himself  to  be  M  very  judicious." 

It  cannot  of  course  be  supposed  that  a  Phy- 
sician is  the  author  of  this  unfriendly  critique, 
(for  to  the  appellation  of  a  review  it  can  have 
no  claim  whatever,)  still,  the  Editor  of  the  "Bri- 
tish and  Foreign  Review"  is  the  responsible  party; 
and  acquainted  as  I  am,  and  as  all  who  know 
him  must  be,  with  his  cautious  proceedings,  and  the 
care  with  which  his  publication  is  edited,  it  cannot, 
for  a  moment  be  supposed  that  he  would  allow  any 
article  to  appear  in  its  pages,  without  being  subjected 
to  the  ordeal  of  his  scrutiny.  I  think  that  I  have, 
therefore,  a  right  to  complain  of  the  injustice  which 
has  been  shown  me  in  that  quarter.  The  animus  exhi- 
bited in  the  critique  is  too  obvious  to  escape  the  notice 
of  any  unprejudiced  and  candid  reader,  and  is  unhap- 
pily akin  to  that,  which  has  been  too  evident,  in 
reference  to  almost  every  paper  that  has  appeared  in 
the  volume  of  Transactions ;  but  in  my  reply,  I  shall 
not  deal  with  this  circumstance  j  my  wish  is  to  satisfy 
the  members  of  the  Association,  and  all  others  into 
whose  hands  the  essay  and  the  critique  may  have 
fallen,  that  I  have  not  wantonly  or  disingenuously  mis- 
quoted,  or  abridged  the  cases  which  J  have  adduced  m 
favour  of  my  practical  suggestions  5  that  I  have  taken 
no  liberty  with  any  case,  or  with  any  author  to  serve  a 
preconceived  opinion;  and  that  the  facts  brought 
forward  art  sufficiently  striking,  and  sufficiently  nume- 
rous, to  entitle  the  paper  to  the  appellation  of  statis- 
tical; and  to  establish  the  principles  of  treatment 


which  I  have  laid  down  as  applicable  to  the  dsffttremi 
forms  of  the  accident  to  which  the  paper  refers. 

The  reviewer  would  fain  make  it  appear,  that  I  have, 
not  done  justice  to  the  work  on  "  Dislocations  and  frac- 
tures of  the  Joints,"  by  the  late  Sir  A.  Cooper,  and 
now  edited,  with  valuable  additions,  by  his  nephew: 
To  do  injustice  to  such  a  man   as  the  author  of  that 
inestimable  volume,  whose  reputation  is  as  wide  as  the ' 
world,   and   whose  works  will  long  outlive  Bim,   is 
impossible ;  and  the  best  answer,  that  can  be  given  to 
such    an    implied  accusation,  is,   that  Mr.  Bransby 
Cooper  has,    unsolicited!}*,  expressed   by  letter,  his 
approbation  of  the  essay,  as  well  as  a  desire  to  avail 
himself  of  the  arguments  which  it  contains,  in  the 
forthcoming  new  edition  of  Sir  Asttey's  work.    If  a' 
difference  of  opinion  have  been  shown  in  reference  to 
the  comparative  frequency  of  simple  and  compound 
dislocations,  it  is  an  opinion  founded  on  statistics,  and 
with  every  unwillingness  on  the  part  of  the  icvlewcr 
to  allow  that  my  statement  is  correct,  he  confirms  its 
truth  by  additional  evidence.     Still  arerse,  however> 
to  concede  the  point,  and  in  the  face  of  bis  own  admis- ' 
sion,   that "  the  addition  of  the  undetected  cases  h*e- 
have  referred  to  would  lead  to  a  result  directly  cento**  y  • 
to  Sir  A.  Cooper's  opinion,  for  the  numbers  thcxwmleT 
be  thirty-one  simple,  and  forty-two  compound?'  he1 
further  adds,  "  it  remains  to  be  seen,  however,  whether- 
Sir  A.  Coopers  opinion  may  not  prove  true,  &  ever  .a 
very  extensive  series  of  cases  is  selected,"   Such  servile 
adherence  to  authority  admits  of  only  one  interpreta- 
tion, and  would  have  been  most  distasteful  to  the  hon- 
ourable mind  of  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  had  he  lived  to  read 
it,  for  as  the  discovery  of  the  truth  was  the  aim  of  all  - 
the  practical  labours  of  that  distinguished  surgeon,  he  . 
would  eagerly  have  seised  the  fact,  although  it  bad  bee* . 
elicited  by  the  researches  of  a  provincial   hospital 
surgeon. 

But  injustice  is  further  implied  in  my  not 
having  quoted  all  the  cases  detailed  fin  Sir  Astley** 
volume.  The  reviewer  remarks,  u fourteen  cases  ef 
dislocation  of  the  astragalus  are  mentioned,  four  copied 
from  other  works,  and  ten  either  original,  or  t 
cated  to  the  author ;  of  these  fourteen  cases  Mr. 
quotes  but  eight,  and  consequently  omits  six,  alt  ef 
which  were  compound  dislocations."  Let  us  enquire 
into  the  validity  of  these  observations. 

Mr.  Turner's  cases  select- 
ed from  Mr.  B.  Cooper's 
edition. 
Case  37 
„     13 
„     39 
n     40 
„      12 

Omitted. 
r  Omitted,  but  incidental^  * 
V  alluded  to  at  page  471 


Sir  A.  Cooper's  cases  re- 
ferred to  by  the  reviewer. 

Case  186  Mr.  James' 
„    187  Mr.  Downes* 
„    188  Mr.  Phillips' 1st 
„     189  Mr.  Phillips'  2nd 
„    190  Sir  A.  Cooper's 
„    191  Dr.  Sym's 


192  Mr.  Trye's  <  in  theTransactioas,ajst  * 

f  at  page  107  of  the  pte- 


193  Mr.  Cline's 

194  Mr.  Green's 

195  Mr.  Green's 

196  Mr.  Liston's 

197  Mr.  Miles' 

198  Mr.  Cody's 

199  Guy's  Hospital 

200  Mr.  Cline's 


sentation  cony. 

Omitted. 

Omitted. 

!Case  7,  although  a  doubt- 
ful case. 
Omitted. 
Case  35 
„    29 
Omitted. 
Omitted. 
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Cases  193, 194,  &  200 
Case    191 


Cases  192  and  196 


It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  seven  instead  of 
M  six M  cases,  have  heen  omitted ;  for  if  the  reviewer 
chose  to  admit  the  200th  case,  assuredly  case  199 
0«ghi  not  to  have  heen  excluded. 

Ob  referring  to  the  table  of  comparison,  it  appears 
that  I  have  given  the  most  striking  particulars  of  eight, 
incidentally  alluded  to  one,  and  omitted  altogether  six 
oases  i  and  the  reviewer  does  not  leave  us  in  doubt  as 
to  the  omissions  to  which  he  refers.    He  says — 

"Three    were   reduced    and 

recovered,  which  are       .    . 

"  One  was  unreduced"      .    . 

".And  in  the  remaining  two 

,  excision  of   the  astragalus 

wen  performed"    .    .    ,    . 

I.  originally  subjected  each  of  these  cases  to  a  fair 
anaiy*)*,  and  satisfied  myself  that  they  are  not  illus- 
tretaosurf  dislocation  of  the  astragalus,  according  to 
the  eorrect  technical  definition  of  this  accident,  and 
thus  I  was  justified  in  omitting  them.  Case  193  is  not 
an  example  of  the  accident  under  consideration  ;  it  is, 
assented  by  the  author,  "a  dislocation  of  the  right 
rm  the  other  bones  of  the  town;  the 
twos  dislocated  inwards  from  the  navicular 
I  oe  cold**  eo  at  to  ham  ite  inferior  articulating 
mfm*  resting  on  the  inner  edge  of  the  os  calcis."  It 
waa  nbvious  that  in  this  case  the  astragalus  still  held 
its  connexions  with  the  tibia  and  fibula,  (at  least  we 
are  not  told  to  the  contrary,)  whence  it  was  not, 
cessectly  speaking,  dislocated ;  and  the  reduction  con- 
in  the  replacement  of  the  navicular  and  cal- 
,  which  had  been  forcibly  separated  from 
the  netragaloa.  It  was,  in  truth,  an  illustration  of 
luxation  of  the  bones  of  the  foot. 

Neither  is  case  194  an  example  of  dislocation  of  the 
astragalus,  but  as  Mr.  Green  properly  calls  it,  "  a  case 
V  compound  luxation  of  the  tonal  bones,  in  which  the 
sttragalut  teat  thrown  outwards,  or9  in  other  words,  the 
other  tonal  bones  were  dislocated  inwardsfrom  it." 

The  reviewer  refers  to  a  case,  page  336  of  Mr. 
Cooper's  edition*  where  the  bone  was  reduced.  In  this 
page  there  are  two  cases,  Nos.  199  and  200,  but  neither 
of  them  could  be  admitted  as  examples  of  the  luxation 
in  nnestion.  Case  199  is  entitled  by  Sir  A.  Cooper 
"  pislpcation  of  the  os  calcis  and  astragalus ;"  and  case 
200  is  arranged  under  the  same  title. 

In  reference  to  No.  199,  its  nature  is  unequivo- 
cally that  of  dislocation  of  the  anterior  from  the  pos- 
terior range  of  tarsal  bones.  Sir  A.  Cooper  tells  us 
''  that  the  os  calcit  and  astragalus  remained  in  their 
v ATOKA j,  situation,  but  the  fore  part  of  the  Joot  was 
turned  inwards  upon  these  bones"  And  with  respect  to 
the  200th  case,  Mr.  South,  who  communicated  the 
particulars  to  Sir  Astley  states  that  the  wound 
"exposed the  articular  surface  of  the  astragalus  with  the 
navicular  bone  on  the  fare  part,  as  well  as  that  tcith  the 
os  calcis  on  the  outside,  from  both  of  which  hones  the 
astragalus  was  displaced.    Its  connexion  with  the 

1TOJA  AND  riEULA,  HOWIVBS,  WAS  UNDISTURBED." 

The  Surgeon,  therefore,  who  wishes  to  have  correct 
views  of  the  anatomico-chirurgical  nature  of  luxations 
ef  the  astragalus,  will  have  nothing  to  regret  from  the 
exclusion  of  these  eases  from  my  statistics;  and  will 
be  little  disposed  to  adopt  the.  language  of  the 
miewer,  "that  the  omission  of  Sir  A.  Cooper's 
...mill   case  Op.  336  and  7)  is  the  more  to  be  re- 


gretted,  as  it  is  an  example  of  an  exceedingly  rare 
form  of  dislocation  of  the  astragalus  not  noticed  at  all 
by  Mr.'  Turner ;  that,  namely,  fit  which  the  bone  is 
displaced  from  the  os  calcis,  and  os  navleulare,  while  Us 
connexion  with  the  tibia  and  fibula  remains  undisturbed." 
Thus  it  would  appear  that  the  reviewer  himself  requires 
to  he  informed  as  to  what  is  really  meant  by  disloca- 
tion of  the  astragalus ;  and  although  I  may  be  consi- 
dered presumptuous  in  attempting  it,  I  shall,  neverthe- 
less, endeavour  presently  to  set  him  right  Upon  this 
subject. 

The  reviewer  continues,  "  one  case  was  kept  unre- 
duced, the  bone  sloughed  out,  and  the  patient  recovered" 
These  remarks  refer  to  case  191,  of  Mr.  B.  CooperV 
edition,  which  I  acknowledge  to  have  omitted,  because 
it  cannot  come  under  the  head  of  "  dislocation  of  the 
astragalus."  Sir  Astley's  object  in  referring  to  the  case 
was,  doubtless,  to  show,  that  the  discharge  of  the 
astragalus,  in  a  M  compound  dislocation  of  the  ankle 
joint"  did  not  prevent  the  patient's  recovery,  where- 
fore, he  mentioned  it  to  prepare  the  surgeon  to  under- 
stand, that  excision  of  this  bone,  as  performed  by  Mr. 
Trye,  (whose  case  is  next  alluded  to,)  is  not  incompati- 
ble with  the  ssfety  of  the  patient,  or  the  preservation 
of  a  useful  limb. 

The  remaining  two  cases  adverted  to  by  the  reviewer 
in  which  excision  was  accomplished,  refer  to  Nos. 
192  and  196 ;  the  former  case  is  that  of  Mr.  Trye,  of 
Gloucester;  and  the  latter  is  Mr.  Listou's.  Mr. 
Trye's  case  has  been  incidentally  alluded  to  by  me, 
as  illustrating  the  practice  of  extirpating  the  astra- 
galus; but  the  particulars  have  been  intentionally 
omitted,  as  the  case  is  of  a  doubtful  kind.  Mr. 
Liston's  case  (196)  is  an  example  of  compound  com- 
minuted fracture  of  the  astragalus,  and  as  such  Mr. 
Liston  has  clearly  characterized  it,  in  saying,  "  that 
immediately  below  the  external  malleolus  there  is  a 
wound,  an  inch  and  a  half  in  length,  through  which  the 
astragalus,  broken  into  numerous  fragments,  protrudes" 
It  is,  in  truth,  an  snalagous  case  to  that  communicated 
to  me  by  Mr.  Gaskell,  of  Lancaster,  and  inserted  at 
page  469  of  the  Transactions,  and  page  105  of  the 
presentation,  or  reviewer's  copy ;  and  is  not  placed  in 
my  essay  amongst  the  cases  classified  (according  to  a 
correct  acceptation  of  the  surgical  term)  as  bona  fide 
examples  of  dislocation  of  the  astragalus,  a  subject 
which  we  will  now  briefly  discant  upon,  in  order  to 
find  more  favour  in  the  eyes  of  the  reviewer  ;  to  wear 
off  some  of  the  asperities  of  his  criticisms ;  and  to 
save  time  and  trouble  in  exposing  some  other  unfair 
attacks  which  he  has  made  on  the  essay  in  question. 

Mr.  Trye*s  case  even  is  not  an  example  of  isolated 
dislocation  of  the  astragalus.  It  is  stated  by  the 
author  "  that  the  os  calcis  was  displaced  from  its  articu- 
lation with  the  os  cuboides,  but  not  from  Us  articulation 
with  the  astragalus ;"  the  case,  therefore,  was  probably 
one  of  compound  dislocation  of  the  posterior  range  of 
tarsal  bones  forwards  and  outwards.  To  constitute  a 
dislocation,  all  the  articular  surfaces  must,  in  some 
degree,  be  displaced.  If  the  astragalus  be  separated 
from  the  bones  of  the  leg,  and  still  retain  its  connex- 
ion with  the  hones  of  the  tarsus,  the  accident  is  a 
luxation  of  the  ankle  joint.  If  the  astragalus  retain 
its  natural  attachments  with  the  tibia  and  fibula,  but 
happen  to  be  torn  from  the  os  naviculare,  or  os  calcis, 
or  both,  it  would  not  be  a  dislocation  of  the  astra- 
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gains,  bnt  a  diastasis,  or  disjunction  of  one,  or  both  of 
these  bones  from  the  astragalus.  In  a  word,  so  long  as 
this  bone  is  in  situ,  in  reference  to  either  of  the  bones 
of  the  leg,,  or  those  of  the  foot  with  which  it  is  articu- 

.  lated,  the  astragalus  itself  is  not  dislocated,  although 

.  it  may  be  made  to  deviate  from  its  natural  position,  in 
obedience  to  the  traction  which  it  experiences  through 
the  medium  of  muscles  acting  on  the  bones,  with 
which  it  is  still  tied  by  ligamentous  textures.  Thus,  if 
the  astragal  us  be  forcibly  separated  from  the  navi- 
cular, and  calcaneal  bones,  it  may  obey  the  movement 
of   the  leg,  and  may  be  exposed,  or  made  to  pro- 

,  trade  inwards  or  outwards,  and  to  give  to  the 
limb  the  aspect  of  dislocation  of  the  astragalus 
inwards  or  outwards ;  yet,  it  is  not  a  luxation  of  the 
astragalus,  but  of  the  bones  of  the  tarsus,  which  are 
normally  articulated  with  it.  If  this  be  understood, 
our  views  of  dislocation  become  definite,  not  only  with 
respect  to  the  accidents  occurring  to  the  astragalus, 
but  in  reference  to  every  other  kind  of  dislocation.  In 

.  fact,  it  would  be  as  incorrect  to  place  such  like  cases 
amongst  dislocations  of  the  astralagus,  as  it  would  be 

,  to  call  a  diastasis  of  the  metatarsal  bone  of  the 
great    toe   from    the  os  cuneifonne    internum,'   (if 

%  such   an   accident  ever  occurred),  a  dislocation  of 

,  the  internal  cuneiform  bone.  A  bone  that  has 
been  dislocated  must,  to  constitute  this  accident,  be 
ex  situ  in  reference  to  all  its  articular  surfaces,  how- 
ever numerous  the  articular  surfaces  may  be ;  so  long, 
therefore,  as  the  astragalus  is  not  severed  from  the 
tibia,  fibula,  os  calcis,  and  os  naviculare,  or  is  retained 
in  natural  anatomical  contact  with  either  of  them,  the 
dislocation  is  of  the  bone  or  bones  in  connexion  wtkh 
it,  not  of  the  astragalus  itself. 
I  had  prepared  some  extended  comments  on  (he 

■  reviewer's  hypercriticisms  on  my  selection  fromfiaron 
Boyer's  and  Dupuytren's  cases,  and  on  .my  having 
omitted  the  particulars  of  some  of  Desault's  examples 
of  dislocations  of  the  astragalus ;  but  as  the  works  of 
these  distinguished  writers  are  not  in  everybody's 
possession,  I  thought  that  my  remarks  upon  them,  and 
the  use  which  has  been  made  of  them,  would  not 
excite  the  same  amount  of  interest,  or  be  so  generally 
appreciated,  as  those  connected  with  the  work  of  Sir 
A.  Cooper,  whose  inestimable  volume  on  Dislocations 
_   and  Fractures  is  common  property,  and  read  by  every 

•  British  surgeon*  It  would,  however,  at  the  same  time, 
be  unjust  to  the  memories  of  those  eminent  continental 
surgeons,  not  to  acknowledge  the  high  value  of  the 
contributions  they  have  made  to  this  snbjectof  surgical 
science,  and  to  state  that  their  volumes,  as  well  as  those 
of  Sir  Astley,  and  of  every  other  author  that  were 
accessible,  or  that  could  be  examined  within  the 
limited  time  allowed  me,  hare  been  consulted  in  the 
drawing  up  of  my  Essay  ;  and  when  I  state  that  fifty- 
nine  cases  and  references,  not  "forty-four,"  and 
amongst  the  former  twenty,  not  "sixteen,"  unedited 
examples  have  been  added  to  those  already  made 
known  to  the  profession,  the  reader  may  attach  what 
importance  he  pleases  to  the  reviewers  allusion  to  the 
paucity  of  materials  for  correct  and  useful  statistics 
which  the  paper  contains.  The  critic  remarks,  "  Boyer 
.  cites  twelve  cases  qf  dislocations  of  the  astragalus,  of 
which  Mr.  Turner  quotes  but  seven  ;"  indeed,  as  it  would 
subsequently  appear,  only  six.  I  think  it  will  be  found 
that  Boyer  cites  eleven  cases;  and  that  I  have  given, 


or  incidentally  referred  to  all  of  then.  Hit  i 
to  Deniel's  case  is  hypercritical  in  the  extreme ;  and 
the  mistake  respecting  Boyer*s  case,  with  one  or  two 
errors  in  the  table,  should  have  been  disposed  of  in' 
note  of  "Errata;*9  and  yet  the  reviewer  has  magnified 
them  into  great  inaccuracies ;  first,  because  Dental's 
case  is  given  as  having  occurred  in  Beyer's  practice. 
The  fact  is,  that  the  case  is  given  by  Boyer  is\  1st* 
"Traite*  dea  Maladies  Chirurgicales;''  and  the  reviewer 
is  incorrect  in  saying  "that  Boyer**  work  is  not  referred 
to,"  for  surely  to  state,  as  I  have  done,  that  "amongst 
other  interesting  cases  given  by  Baron  Boyer  is  men- 
tioned, 4rc,"  (pages  430  and  66,)  is  sufficient  to  identify 
the  case  with  Boyer's  work ;  and  as  brevity  in  detail 
was  the  object  I  aimed  at  in  my  extracts  to  prevent 
my  occupying  a  too  unreasonable  extent  of  the  volume 
of  Transactions,  I  purposely  omitted  every  thing  Hint 
had  not  direct  reference  to  the  inquiry  in  which  I 
was  engaged.  I  acknowledge  the  error  of  —H^^rl^g 
Beyer's  case  of  dislocation  of  the  foot  for  that  of  the 
astragalus  backwards,  and  which  occurred  from  my  not 
having  carefully  examined  the  context ;  but  the  error 
might  easily  be  committed,  as  Boyer  has  not  Clearly 
defined  the  division  of  his  observations  on  sctHtntaof 
the  ankle  and  foot.  No  purpose,  however,  beyond  that 
of  making  five  instead  of  four  cases  of  tamtsss  back- 
ward, could  have  been  gained  by  me*  error;  and 
indeed  the  omission  of  the  case  altogether  would  not 
have  detracted,  in  the  slightest  degree,  from  my  prac- 
tical arguments;  and  yet  the  reviewer  devotee  neatly 
half  a  page  to  this  oversight,  and  after  stating  how 
differently  Boyer  and  myself  view  these  eases,  he  con- 
descends to  explain  the  apparent  discrepancy  by  saying, 
"  This  observation  of  course  arises  from  the  error  as  to 
the  real  nature  of  the  case  commented  on  ;n  which 
remark  renders  it  quite  clear  that  the  reviewer  knew 
that  Boyer  and  I  were  writing  on  two  different  acci- 
dents, that  there  was  no  difference  of  opinion  between 
us,  and  that  we  were  both  correct  in  our  remarks  on 
the  subjects  on  which,  we  respectively  wrote. 

The  reviewer  doubts  my  statement  that  so  many  as 
twelve  cases  occurred  in  the  practice  of  Dupuytren,  at 
"  only  five  have  been  distinctly  recorded  in  his  works." 
lean  refer  him  for  my  authority  to  the  Medico- 
Chirurgical  Review,  for  April,  1834,  and  to  the 
"Journal  Hebdomadaire,"  from  whence  the  extract 
was  taken ;  but  not  content  with  this  hypercritism,  he 
has  endeavoured  to  mystify  the  first  case  copied  from 
Dupuytren,  because  two  references  are  given,  one  by 
myself  at  page  402  and  38,  and  another  at  page  417 
and  53.  It  will  be  seen,  that  in  the  latter  instance, 
allusion  was  incidentally  made  to  the  same  case  by 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Leeds,  who  derived  his  information 
from  a  different  source  to  what  I  did;  I  had  therefore 
no  right,  because  the  case  was  previously  mentioned 
by  me,  to  interfere  with  Mr.  Smith's  communication, 
especially  as  the  incident  which  called  for  die  quota- 
tion from  him,  was  not  mentioned  in  my  abridged 
relation  of  the  case.  The  reviewer  heaps  other  insig- 
nificant criticisms  on  my  relation  of  the  same,  because 
I  have  used  the  word  anchylosis  for  *  on  pen'  de 
claudication,"  and  because  the  case  happened  to  be 
misplaced  in  the  table  of  results.  It  is  little  dhoft  of 
splitting  a  hair  to  notice  these  remarks  of  the  reviewer, 
if  it  were  not  to  show  the  hypercritical  chancer!  of 
bis  observations  on  my  paper,  and  the  mjnstiee'W  has 
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.^PPftJne*'  Again,  he  find*  fault  iritis  my  inaccurate 

<  notion  oi  the  twenty-second  case,  because  I  say  M  re- 

•  duction  was  attempted  but  without  success,"  instead 
Of  which  I  should  hare  said,  "  Vupuytren  nearly,  though 

•  not  completely, replaced the  bone"   I  cannot  understand 
.  the  distinction,  end  especially  as  the  foot  was  left 

•  nearly  in  the  same  position  5  for  it  is  said  "  When  he 
.  (the  patient)  left  the  -hospital,  he  had  got  rid  of  all 

pain  in  the  joint;  but  the  foot  woe  turned  inward*,  ae  it 
:.wae  before  reduction  woe  attempted,  and  the  toes  were 

•  irfftnffrf  dowtupardti1* 

-    Dcsault's  cases,  in  their  main  interest,  have  been 

•  mentioned  by  me,  but  as  the  three  "  observations n 
given  in  his  "  (£u  vres  Cbirurgicales,"  edited  by  Bichat, 
are  compound  dislocations  of  the  ankle  joint,  con- 

.  joined  to  luxation  of  the  astragalus,  it  was  not  needful 
.tqp  apeak  of  them  ina  special  manner. 

<  Afc  Hey'a  cases,  to  which  the  reviewer  alludes, 
.were  not  published  in  the  ftrei  edition  of  his  works, 

.  which  is  the  only  one  I  have  in  my  possession;  but 

some  eases  are  given  in  the  subsequent  editions,  and  I 

...*itt«ebljged  to  the  reviewer  for  having  directed  my 

' .  attention  to  them,  and  to  other  examples  in  the  French 

1  jontnakv  all  of  which  shall  be  analysed  at  another 

1  t*me,  and  receive  their  due  share  of  consideration. 

- .  In  conclusion,  I  would  ask,  it  the  reviewer  sincere 

in  reeemmtndmg  me  to  publish  this  Essay  ?—if  so,  on 

what  grounds  ?    He  has  selected  all  the  vulnerable 

parte  of  the  paper,  most  of  which  might  have  been 

disposed  of  in  a  table  of  "Errata;"  and  has  sedulously 

»  avoided  the  mention  of  any  point  of  merit ;  therefore, 

•  according  to  his  critique  there  is  but  little  to  justify 
its  publication  in  a  monographic  form.  Is  thjere 
nothing  in  the  minute  anatomical  detail  of  the  relations 
of  the  astragalus  in  its  normal  and  abnormal  sfejes 
worthy  of  notice  ?  Is  there  nothing  interesting  and 
practically  useful  in  the  chapter  upon  the  forces  which 
produce  its  dislocations?  Is  there  nothing  in  that 
division  of  the  work  in  which  I  have  considered  the 
directions  in  which  the  astragalus  can  be  dislocated ; 
and  that  on  the  influence  of  the  super-imposed  textures 
of  the  bone  in  producing  the  signs,  modifying  the 
.characters,  and  influencing  the  results  of  the  accident, 
and  most  of  which  is  original  ?  Is  there  nothing  in  the 
classification  pursued*  and  which  has  never  been  done 
by  any  previous  writer  ? — or  in  the  arrangement  and 
reasoning  upon  facts,  with  a  view  to  determine,  statis- 
tically, the  modes  of  treatment  best  suited  to  the 
different  kinds  of  dislocation?  which  is  also  novel. 
The  reviewer  disposes  of  the  whole  of  these  subjects, 

.  without  reference  either  directly,  or  indirectly  to  any 
of  them,  save  the  last,  respecting  which  he  is  pleased 
to  speak  of  as  "  on  the  whole  very  judicious." 

I  must  complain,  however,  that  he  has  chosen  to 
put  into  my  Essay,  what  is  not  to  be  found  there ; 
he  says,  "  Seduction  ehould  always  be  accomplished  in 
partial  and  simple  dislocation  of  the  astragalus,"  (page 
132  of  the  review,)  which  is  a  perversion  of  my  state- 
ment. At  page  453  of  the  paper,  in  the  Transactions, 
and  page  99  in  the  presentation  or  reviewer's  copy,  I 

■  nave  said,  "  If  the  astragalus  be  partially  disloca- 
te©, an4  not  twisted  round,  (as  it  often  is,  when  the 
dislocation  is .  complete J  there  i»  reason  to  hofb  thai 
reduction  may  be  accomplished;'  which  surely  will  not 
admit  of.  the  interpretation  which  the  reviewer  has 
ttoK. 


After  making  a  few  extracts  from  the  practical  parts 
of  my  paper,  and  approving  of  them  with'  one  or  two 
exceptions,  which  involre  merely  a  difference  of 
opinion,  not  difficult  to  be  reconciled,  he  thus  termi- 
nates his  critique : — a  Though  we  cannot  compliment 
Mr.  Turner  on  his  diligence  or  accuracy  in  research,  we 
have  to  thank  him  for  an  useful  Essay,  which  he  could, 
we  think,  convert  into  an  extremely  valuable  monograph, 
by  the  adoption  of  more  extended  and  accurate  statistics, 
and  a  somewhat  more  methodical  arrangement  of  his 
practical  commentary,*9  In  reference  to  my  industry  in 
collecting  materials,  the  profession  shall  be  my  judges ; 
but  in  respect  to  the  advice  the  reviewer  gives  concern- 
ing the  publication  of  my  paper  in  a  nkmoeraphic 
form,  I  shall  avail  myself  of  it;  not  because  he  has 
held  out  any  encouragement  to  me  to  write,  or  to  the 
surgeon  to  read  it ;  but,  because  I  have  been  recom- 
mended to  do  so  by  the  highest  authorities  in  our 
profession,  and  because  I  trust  the  Essay  will  do 
something  towards  accomplishing  the  object  originally 
aimed  at— namely,  that  of  rescuing  the  surgeon  from 
the  painful  dilemma  in  which  he  otherwise  would 
find  himself  for  want  of  practical  rules  to  guide  him  in 
the  treatment  of  luxations  of  the  astragalus,  respecting 
some  points  of  which  a  considerable  degree  of  doubt 
and  difficulty  nave  prevailed ;  but  which  we  hope,  now 
that  the  attention  of  the  surgical  profession  is  < 
to  the  subject,  will,  ere  long,  be  definitively  1 
Believe  me,  my  dear  Sir, 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

THOS.  TURNER. 
V  July  30, 1844. 


RUPTURE  OF  THE  VAGINA,  WITH  PROTRU- 
SION AND  LACERATION  OF  THE  INTES- 
TINES. 

to  the  editor  of  the  provincial  medical  an* 
surgical  journal. 
Sir, 

Although  the  following  case  has  excited  great  interest, 
and  is  one  of  much  importance  in  a  medico-legal  point 
of  view,  and  so  far  as  I  know,  unprecedented,  I  should 
have  been  unwilling  to  add  to  its  publicity  by  this 
letter,  as  it  occurred  to  a  person  practising  midwifery 
in  this  neighbourhood,  had  not  so  many  false  statements 
and  many  gross  misrepresentations  been  made  concern- 
ing it,  that  it  becomes  a  duty  to  myself,  who  in  part 
conducted  the  after  treatment,  as  well  as  to  others,  to 
place  before  your  readers  a  plain  statement  of  the 
facts  as  they  occurred. 

The  case  has  already  been  made  the  subject  of  a 
coroner's  inquest,  as  well  as  of  a  trial  at  the  assises  at 
Cambridge ;  I  shall,  therefore,  collect  from  the  evidence 
given  on  those  two  occasions  such  particulars  as  I  did 
not  myself  witness. 

Mrs.  Dent,  aged  24,  a  healthy  woman,  the  mother  of 
four  children,  her  previous  labours  having  been  natural, 
thought  herself  about  three  months  gone  with  child, 
having  last  menstruated  on  the  14th  of  February.  On 
the  morning  of  May  22nd,  being  in  her  usual  health, 
she  moved  a  sack  containing  twelve  stone  of  fionr,  on 
a  chair  from  one  room  to  another,  and  placed  it  on  the 
floor;  m  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  sheeotnp 
of  pain  at  the  lower  part  of  the  body,  an 


RUPTURE  OP  THE  VAGINA. 


eke.  was  about  to  miscarry,  tent  for  Mr.  Garland,  a 
ptactitioaer  rending  at  Littleport,  about  two  miles 
from  her  own  residence.  He  arrived  at  four  o'clock  in 
the  morning  of  the  23rd,  and  on  examining  her,  aaid 
that  he  could  bring  the  child  forward ;  watted  a  short 
time,  then  examined  her  again,  and  hurt  her  very  much, 
She  exclaimed,  u  For  God's  sake  leave  roe  alone,  for 
you  are  pulling  my  entrails  out ;"  also,  "  that  she  could 
feel  her  bowels  come  away  from  her  stomach  all  the 
way  to  her  throat."  One  of  his  hands  was  at  this  time 
in  her  body,  and  the  nurse  in  attendance,  from  whose 
evidence  the  foregoing  account  is  taken,  now  saw  some 
of  her  entrails  protruding  from  her  body  and  lying  upon 
the  bed,  as  much  as  would  fill  a  good  sized  plate.  Mr. 
Garland  said  he  did  not  know  what  he  had  got,  more- 
s', that  the  child  was  not  forward,  and  he  could  find 


I  was  summoned  to  the  patient  about  half- past 
seven  o'clock,  and  passing  my  hand  under  the  bed- 
clothes, took  hold  of  something  which  1  at  first  thought 
to  be  the  umbilical  cord,  for  I  knew  nothing,  and  could 
gain  no  information  as  to  the  previous  history  of  the 
r  yariffitj  or  as  to  what  had  transpired.  The  bed-clothes 
were  removed,  and  I  saw  a  large  portion  of  intestine 
protruded  from  the  vagina,  and  lying  in  the  bed.  My 
fiat  impression  was,  that  if  it  remained  entire  it  might 
be  returned  into  the  abdomen ;  but  on  examination  I 
found  one  end  completely  lorn  through  and  lying  loose > 
the  other  end,  or  that  nearest  the  vagina,  nearly  so, 
hanging  only  by  a  small  portion  as  wide  as  my  Jinger 
nail;  and  in  it*  whole  length  it  was  separated  from  its 
mesentery.  I  immediately  decided,  therefore,  that  it 
would  be  utterly  useless,  indeed  highly  improper  to 
return  such  an  extraneous  mass  us  this  portion  of 
intestine  had  now  become  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdo- 
men ;  and,  to  avoid  exposure  of  the  nature  of  the  case, 
as  well  as  to  remove  an  offensive  mass,  I  applied  a 
ligature  to  the  intestine  near  the  vagina,  and  cut  off  the 
parts  below  it.  Considering  the  case  quite  desperate, 
and  thinking  that  the  patient  could  not  live  more  than 
a  few  hours,  I  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  put  her  to 
the  pain  of  further  examination.  No  foetus  had  at 
that  time  appeared,  but  in  the  course  of  the  day,  the 
nurse,  in  shifting  the  patient,  found  a  foetus  in  the  bed, 
and  subsequently  gave  it  to  Dr.  Stevens.  It  was  of 
about  three  months.  The  intestine  removed  measured 
feet  and  a  half  ;  it  was  all  small  intestine.  1 
you  a  portion  of  it  to  you,  that  you  may  see 
how  completely  it  is  separated  from  its  mesentery, 
and  how  improper  it  would  have  been  to  have 
returned  it. 

On  the  same  evening  Dr.  Stevens  visited  the  patient 
with  me.  We  found  her  in  a  quiet  state,  presenting  no 
general  symptoms  of  the  severe  local  injury  she  bad 
suffered ;  and  as  I  was  on  the  following  day,  summoned 
to  London  on  business,  the  subsequent  treatment  was 
under  his  direction.  Very  little  was  done  beyond  the  at- 
tempt to  support  her  with  gruel,  chicken  broth,and  such 
n— Fishing  fluids  as  she  could  bear,  the  stomach  being 
exceedingly  irritable^andrejecting  almost  everything  she 
took.  The  intestine  which  had  been  tied  at  the  orifice 
of  the  vagina  gave  way  on  the  24th,  and  a  false  anus 
was  established  in  this  situation.  The  fear  of  injecting 
through  the  torn  intestine  into  the  abdomen, 
I  the  administration  of  enemeta.  The  patient 
gradually  became  weaker,   her  pulse   sinking  from 


120  to  60  ;   she  suffered  but  tittle   pain,  and  i 
June  8th,  being  17  days  from  the  protrusion  of  the 
intestine. 

(hxpott-mortem  examination,  made  June  10th,  the 
abdomen  was  observed  to  be  unusually  flaccid.  All 
the  intestines  which  remained  were  in  a  more  or  less 
diseased  condition,  the  colon  being  in  a  state  of  mor- 
tification. There  were  about  two  yards  of  small  intes- 
tine in  the  abdomen,wbich  passed  from  the  stomach  into 
the  pelvis,  and  was  connected  with,  and  terminated  at, 
a  ragged  opening  at  the  back  part  and  right  side  of  the 
vagina,  large  enough  to  admit  two  or  three  fingers. 
The  colon  occupied  its  usual  position,  and  the  small 
intestines  had  been  torn  from  it  close  to  the  cecum, 
in  which  situation  there  appeared  to  be  a  small  abscess 
surrounding  and  blocking  up  the  lacerated  end  of  the 
intestine.  The  mesentery  was  extensively  torn,  and  the 
omentum  was  in  a  state  of  mortification.  The  vagina 
around  the  rent  was  healthy  and  the  uterus  was  of  the 
natural  size,  and  presented  nothing  unusual  in  the 
appearance. 

1  do  not  propose  to  speculate  on  the  condition  in 
which  the  patient  was  when  Mr.  Garland  first  saw  her, 
nor  on  the  means  by  which  the  intestines  were  brought 
through  the  vagina,  and  lacerated  as  I  have  described. 
On  these  points  we  can  but  conjecture,  and  others  are 
as  well  able  to  form  an  opinion  with  respect  to  them  as 
myself ;  I  merely  wish  to  state  briefly  my  reasons  for 
the  treatment  which  I  subsequently  adopted. 

It  has  been  stated  by  some  persons  that  the  intestines 
should  have  been  returned  into  the  abdomen,  and  that 
by  removing  them  I  deprived  the  woman  of  the  slight 
chance  she  might  possibly  have  of  recovery.  I  am  well 
aware  that  instances  are  recorded  in  which  large  por- 
tions of  intestines,  indeed  nearly  all  the  contents  of 
.the  abdomen,  have  been  protruded  through  wounds  in 
its  parietes,  and  have  been  returned  with  success; 
wounds  in  such  protruded  portions  have  also  been 
sewed  up,  and  in  a  few  instances  the  completely  divided 
ends  of  an  intestine  have  been  brought  into  contact, 
united  by  sutures,  and  a  cure  has  followed.  These  even 
are  very  rare  cases ;  but  I  know  of  no  one  instance  in 
which  a  large  portion  of  intestine  separated  from  its 
mesentery  has  been  returned  with  success,  still  less  a 
portion  which,  as  in  the  case  under  consideration,  was 
completely  torn  through  at  one  extremity  (the  corres- 
ponding end  not  being  in  the  wound)  and  nearly  so  at 
the  other.  The  folly,  indeed  the  rashness  of  returning 
a  portion  of  intestine  thus  circumstanced,  appears  to 
me  so  self-evident,  that  I  should  not  have  thought  of 
occupying  the  attention  of  your  readers  had  not  the 
possibility  of  the  measure  which  I  adopted,  been  called 
in  question.  The  intestine  not  being  in  a  fit  state  to 
be  returned,  it  was  of  course  better  to  remove  it 
altogether.  I  applied  a  ligature  to  the  intestine  under 
the  idea  that  the  case  must  soon  terminate  fatally,  and 
with  the  desire  of  concealing  from  her  attendants  the 
circumstances  which  had  occurred,  for  I  was  not  at 
this  time  aware  that  the  nurse  had  seen  the  intestines 
before  my  arrival.  I  do  not  pretend  to  uphold  this 
part  of  the  treatment,  but  that  it  was  productive  of  no 
injury  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  the  tied  intestine 
gave  way  on  the  following  day,  and  a  false  anas  was 
established  in  the  vagina;  moreover,  the  patient  lived 
seventeen  days,  and  ultimately  sank  under  the  com- 
bined effects  of  defective  nutrition,  with  peritonea) 


ADHESION  OF  THB  VAGINA. 


9ST 


inflammation,  excited  by  tbe  laceration  of  the  intestines 


The  attemptt  to  nourish  the  patient  were  rendered! 
ineffectual  by  the  irritable  conditio*  of  the  stomach, 
and  the  shortness  of  the  intestinal  tract,  through  which 
the  food  could  pass.  And  as  I  have  before  stated, 
the  fear  of  injecting  through  the  torn  intestine  into  the 
abdomen,  for  we  could  not  correctly  judge  at  what 
point  it  had  been  severed,  neither  could  tie  form  any 
opinion  of  the  end  which  remained  in  the  abdomen, 
prevented  the  administration  of  nourishment  by  the 
rectum. 

I  remain,  Sir, 

Yours  obediently, 

T.S.JONES,  M.R.C.S 
Ely,  July  29,  1844. 


CASE  OF  ADHESION  OF  THE  VAGINA. 

TO  THE   EDITOR  OF  THE   PROVINCIAL   MEDICAL  AND 
SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

Sir, 

On  reading  tbe  "Case  of  Imperforate  Vagina,** 
reported  by  Mr.  Square,  I  was,  in  my  mind's  eye, 
again  assisting  to  perform  a  similar  operation,  which 
happened  about  13  years  ago,  when  I  was  a  visiting 
surgeon  to  die  Liverpool  North  Dispensary,  and  notes 
of  which  I  took  at  the  time.  Dr.  Williams,  I  believe 
now  of  Islington,  and  Mr.  Parkes,  surgeon,  of  Edge 
Hill,  (who  it  since  dead),  were  the  honorary  physician 
and  surgeon  of  the  North  District,  which  I  attended. 

The  word  imperforate,  appears  to  me,  to  signify  any 
passage  congenitally  and  unnaturally  closed.  Adhesion 
of  the  vagina,  or  sides  or  walls  of  the  vagina,  from 
inflammation  and  excoriation  after  labour,  or  any 
other  name  to  indicate  that  it  came  on  from  disease, 
dec,  might  perhaps  be  better. 

PERFORATION  OF  THE   VAGINA. 

"On  being  called  to  tee  a  woman,  No.  26,  Regent 
street,  she  informed  me  she  had  a  swelling  in  the  belly, 
inclined  to  tbe  right  iliac  region,  and  was  subject  to 
severe  pains  for  some  hours  every  day,  with  the  sense* 
tion  of  bearing-down,  and  pain,  which  was  violent;  she 
lay  for  hours  holding  her  breath  and  stretching  her 
limbs.  These  pains,  at  first,  were  only  monthly.  On 
examination  I  found  the  vagina  completely  closed; 
when  questioned  she  said  *  she  bad  had  a  child  about 
sixteen  months'  since,  had  a  very  bad  time,  and  was 
ill  for  five  or  six  weeks,  with  what  she  called  *  inflam- 
mation." Laceration  of  the  perineum  must  have 
happened,  the  fourchette  and  fides,  not  merely  the 
external  edge,  of  the  vagina,  appear  to  have  healed  or 
united  in  a  puckered  and  contracted  manner,  bringing 
Jvrwwrd  the  anue  toward*  the  trek  a/  the  jtsjjfcs 
between  the  labia.  With  the  finger  in  ano  a  tumour  could 
be  felt  pressing  the  sides  of  the  rectum  together,  which 
swelling  was  more  evident  by  pressing  downwards  the, 
tumour  of  the  belly. 

"  Operation.  The  patient  being  placed,  as  for  litho- 
tomy, and  tbe  labia  held  on  one  side,  Mr.  Parke 
introduced  his  finger  into  the  rectum,  and,  with  a 
common  scalpel,  cut  from  the  meatus  to  the  rectum,  to 
the  length  of  half-an-inch,  or  a  little  more ;  then  with 
*  bistoury,  crossways,  from  one  ramus  of  the  os  pubis 
to  another,  for  about  a  qnarter-of-an-inch ;  the  sheathed 
tostfdl-huscet  was   then   introduced,  and  the  blade 


suddenly  let  slip,  yet  no  vagina  was  found,  whesfr 
there  was  some  doubt  expressed  as  to  the  propriety  of 
cutting  any  further,  but  it  was  decided  to  use  the 
tonsil-lancet  blade  once  more.  Wlien  tt  was  done,  and 
withdrawn  from  the  wound,  menstrual  blood  covered 
the  blade,  which  proved  the  success  of  the  operation. 
-  *Mr.  Parke,  and  (I  think)  Dr.  Williams,  say,  that  on 
introducing  the  finger  into  the  wound  it  enters  the 
oa  tineas,  but  I  think  part  of  the  natural  vagina  exists 
between  the  end  of  the  divided  part  and  the  os  uteri, 
also  that  the  menstrual  fluid  might  have  made  a  bog 
between  the  end  of  the  cut  vagina  and  os  uteri,  for 
when  the  confined  fluid  escapes  there  are  no  con- 
tracting or  expelling  pains,  but  rather  certain  positions 
favour  its  coming  away .• 

a  On  the  second  day  after  the  operation  the  tamonr. 
had  vanished,  which  was  to  be  expected  from  the 
quantity  of  menstrual  fluid  that  had  escaped.  As  the 
woman  daily  experienced  long  Continued  contractile 
pains,  it  is  not  a  forced  conclusion  to  think  that  aagnc 
escaped  into  a  small  part  of  the  vagina,  next  the  os 
uteri,  that  might  not  be  closed." 

This  patient  got  well  in  three  weeks.  I  was  dally 
attending  her.  Sponge  tents  were  what  I  chiefly, 
used  to  dilate  the  new  passage,  with  occasionally  a 
large  rectum  bougie.  A  permanent  passage  of  nearly 
half-an-lnch  in  diameter  was  effected. 

CYMRO. 

July  22,  1844. 

•  Mr.  Square  has  mace  better  expressed  my  meaning,' 
thus :  M  Tbe  finger  now  discovered  the  upper  part  of  the 
vagina  to  be  dilated  Into  a  large  oval  sac,  with  a  healthy ' 
os  uteri  at  its  upper  part,*'  but  I  have  sent  tbe  case,  as  I 
wrote  it  down  in  a  harry,  and  scarcely  legible  now. 

PROVINCIAL 

Jttrtital  &  Surgical  $«ifwrtv 

WEDNESDAY,  AUGUST  7,   1844. 


We  are  precluded  this  week  from  commenting  at 
any  length  on  a  very  important  case,  the  parti- 
culars of  which  will  be  found  in  another  part  of  the 
present  number.      Trials  by  the  judicial  courts, 
involving  the  conduct  and  character  of  medical. 
practitioners,   and    affecting   their    responsibility 
before  legal  tribunals, cannot  be  too  closely  watched. 
In  the  present  anomalous,  ill-regulated,  and  unpro- 
tected state  of  the  medical  profession,  every  inch 
trial  recognizes  principles  which,  under  other  cir- 
cumstances, may  have  an  injurious  tendency,  and  , 
which  it  is  of  much  importance  to  estimate  and 
determine.    Tbe  investigation   and  discinsjtoo  of 
purely  medical  questions,  by  persons  unacquainted 
with  the  subject,  must  ever  be  attended  with  diffi- 
culties, and  where  legal  responsibility  is  concerned 
not  unfreqnently  followed  by  injustice  and  iadfc 
vidual  wrong.    When  tbe  accusation  it  one  of  neg-  ' 
ligence,  or   want  of  due  care  and  ittaarion,  aa 
ordinary  jury  may,  under  direction  ef  «W  jm%t»  he  . 


TRIAL  FOR  MANSLAUGHTER. 


capable  of  coming  to  a  correct  derision ;  bat  when 
it  involves  so  inquiry  into  professional  competence 
and  skill,  far  different  qualifications  than  those  pos- 
sessed either  by  the  judge  or  the  jury,  are  required 
for  the  same  purpose;  and  the  array  of  medical 
witnesses  called  on  either  side  for  the  purpose  of 
aiding  the  defence,  or  establishing  the  charge, 
seems  rather  calculated  to  confuse  the  question  than 
to  develope  the  truth.  These  considerations,  how- 
ever, are  too  extensive  to  admit  of  further  elucida- 
tion here,  and  in  the  case  to  which  we  are  about  to 
refer,  a  recent  trial  at  Cambridge  of  a  surgeon  for 
manslaughter,  are  not  requisite,  since  from  the 
accounts  which  we  have  seen  there  can,  unhappily, 
be  no  doubt  of  the  mala  praxis,  and  no  more  than 
substantial  justice  appears  to  have  been  done. 
The  authentic  relation  of  the  case  given  by  Mr. 
Jones,  the  surgeon  subsequently  called  in,  renders 
it  unnecessary  to  give  any  account  of  the  trial,  and 
the  only  additioq  which  we  feel  called  upon  to  make 
to  the  statement,  with  which  Mr.  Jones  has 
himself  furnished  us,  is  to  quote  the  evidence  of  the 
other  medical  witnesses  in  relation  to  the  removal, 
by  Mr*  Jones,  of  a  portion  of  the  intestines  torn  from 
the  unfortunate  patient,  the  propriety  of  which, 
it  seems,  has  been  called  in  question. 

a  Mr.  Robert  Stereos :— The  last  witness  (Mr.  Jones) 
is  witness's  assistant;  on  Thursday,  the  23rd,  went  to 
see  deceased ;  had  before  seen  part  of  the  intestine ; 
Mr.  Jones  had  shewed  it  to  witness ;  found  about  18 
inches  of  intestine  protruding;  it  was  tied  at  the  end, 
and  become  very  black;  every  thing  she  took  the 
stomach  rejected;  she  wanted  relief;  said  he  could 
not  relieve  her,  she  must  die ;  she  said  she  was  perfectly 
aware  of  that,  for  she  had  lost  almost  all  her  bowels ; 
examined  the  intestine  produced  by  Mr.  Jones ;  there 
was  no  attachment  to  the  mesentery ;  it  was  lacerated 
in  two  or  three  places;  it  was  all  small  intestine; 
returning  the  intestine  would  have  been  of  no  use ;  it 
had  lost  its  attachment  to  the  blood  vessels,  which 
would  have  nourished  it ;  the  patient  could  not  have 
lived;  it  is  the  connection  of  the  viscera  with  the 
mesentery  that  nourishes  the  intestine ;  measured  the 
length  of  the  intestine  which  Was  torn  from  deceased ; 
it  was  19  feet  6  inches  in  length. — Cross-examined : 
Saw  deceased  the  same  night  that  Mr.  Jones  did; 
sickness  is  a  symptom  of  strangulated  hernia;  witness 
did  not  remove  the  ligature ;  has  seen  a  case  where  the 
intestine  made  for  itself  a  false  anus,  and  the  patient 
so  lived;  but  not  where  the  intestine  was  detached 
from  the  mesentery ;  before  this  deceased  was  in  perfect 
health;  heard  she  had  moved  the  flour;  she  had 
nothing  but  the  common  pains  of  miscarriage;  was  not 
sick  till  after  she  had  seen  Mr.  Garland;  he  has  been 
in*  practise  since  1816;  has  frequently  been  in  consul- 


tation with  him,  but  found  Mm  so  Ignorant  that  he  had 
endeavoured  to  instruct  him,  but  was  unable;  he 
practices  in  the  same  neighbourhood  as  witnns,  but 
does  not  interfere  with  his  practice  at  all ;  should  not 
get  one  patient  more  if  he  left  the  neighbourhood; 
after  the  treatment  the  deceased  continued  vomiting; 
administered  carbonate  of  soda  in  a  little  gruel,  sod 
afterwards  a  little  chicken  broth.— Re-examined :  Hat 
been  34  years  in  practice ;  was  at  the  pott-rnvrtem 
examination  of  deceased. 

Mr.  Henry  Mitchell :— Is  house-surgeon  to  Adden- 
brooke's  Hospital ;  made  a  postmortem  examination  of 
the  deceased ;  previously  to  opening  the  body,  the 
lower  pert  of  the  abdomen  appeared  flat  instead  of  pro- 
minent; on  opening  the  abdomen  the  omentum  gave  in 
offensive  smell;  was  of  a  dark  colour,  and  in  a  state  of 
mortification ;  the  intestines  were  all,  mora  or  lest,  in 
a  diseased  state;  found  only  about  two  ysrds  of  the 
small  intestine  in  the  abdomen;  the  average  quantity 
is  about  seven  or  nine ;  on  tracing  the  small  intestines 
down  they  did  not  terminate  in  the  large,  as  was  the 
natural  direction,  but  in  an  unnatural  opening  in  the 
abdomen  into  the  vagina;  the  whole  of  the  large  intes- 
tine was  in  a  state  of  mortification ;  the  opening  was 
produced  by  violence ;  under  such  circumstances  it 
would  have  been  useless  to  attempt  to  return  the  intes- 
tine, as  it  was  separated  from  the  mesentery,  and  torn 
from  the  upper  intestine;  lifting  a  heavy  weight  some- 
times occasions  a  rupture,  but  not  such  a  rupture  as 
the  present;  the  opening  from  the  abdomen  into  the 
vagina  could  not  have  been  produced  by  lifting  ahesvy 
weight;  death  must  have  ensued  from  the  state  ia 
which  the  pationt  was.— Cross-examined :  Never  heard 
of  a  rupture  of  the  vagina  produced  by  the  action  of 
the  womb  itself;  if  there  had  been  a  laceration  of  the 
vagina,  and  the  bowels  been  protruded  through,  it  would 
probably  have  produced  vomiting  and  other  symptoms 
of  strangulated  hernia;  never  heard  of  laceration  of 
the  vagina  produced  by  other  means  than  by  instru- 
ments.—Re-examined  :  The  hand  violently  introduced 
would  produce  laceration ;  never  heard  of  such  a  ca*. 

Dr.  Stevens  agreed  with  the  account  given  by  the 
last  witness;  but  he  forgot  to  say  that  every  other 
organ  was  in  perfect  health ;  all  the  injuries  described 
would  have  resulted  from  the  opening  in  the  vagina. 

Mr.  John  Muriel, surgeon:— Attended  the poU-mcrttm 
examination  of  deceased;  had  been  requested  by 
defendant  to  do  so ;  has  heard  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Mitchell;  agrees  with  him  as  to  the  appearances  pre- 
sented; under  the  existing  circumstances  it  would  have 
been  of  no  use  returning  the  entrails ;  thought  at  one 
time  it  possible,  though  not  probable,  she  might  have 
recovered,  as  she  was  disposed  to  make  an  artificial 
anus,  and  had  that  taken  place  she  might  have 
recovered ;  is  of  opinion  that  death  resulted  from  the 
injuries. 

Dr.  Thackeray  :— Has  practised  for  20  years  in  mid- 
wifery ;  has  heard  the  evidence  in  this  case;  the  death 
of  the  deceased  was  unquestionably  caused  by  the 
removal  of  the  intestines;  no  human  being  could  live 
after  six  yards  of  the  smaller  intestine  had  been 
removed ;  it  was  not  possible  to  have  returned  t^o 
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death  must  have  followed  the  Injury  das. 
cribed  by  Mr.  Jones;  independently  of  the  cutting  off 
of  the  protruded  part 

We  cannot  conclude  our  notice  of  tbia  unfortu- 
nate case  without  referring  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  presiding  judge,  Sir  John  Williams,  passed  the 
sentence  of  the.  Court.  The  ignorance  and  rash- 
ness displayed  were  unaccountable,  and  the  results 
which  followed  most  deplorable;  but  the  care 
with  which  the  judge  guarded  the  responsibility  of 
medical  practitioners  in  general  from  improper 
and  uncalled-for  judicial  interference,  is  in  the 
highest  degree  satisfactory,  and  manifests  a  wise 
caution  which  we  should  be  glad  to  see  generally 
adopted  on  like  occasions. 

His  Lordship  said  that  he  trusted  that  the  verdict 
which  the  jury  had  returned,  or  the  sentence  he  was 
about  to  pass,  would  not  exercise  any  evil  influence 
over  the  practice  of  medicine.  It  was  not  to  be 
imagined  that  because  the  prisoner  had  bean  convicted 
of  manslaughter,  that  surgeons,  in  the  exercise  of  their 
arduous  calling,  could  render  themselves  liable  to  such 
a  result,  hi  case  of  a  fatal  termination  of  a  patient's 
illness.  It  was  not  the  death  of  the  deceased  that  the 
prisoner  was  charged  with.  It  was  not  for  a  moment 
imagined  that  he  had  designedly  promoted  that  death, 
but  he  was  convicted  of  practising  on  the  deceased 
without  doe  caution,  or  using  the  requisite  skill,  and 
had  by  such  means  caused  her  death.  It  was  evident 
that  surgeons,  above  all  other  classes  of  men,  required 
firmness,  decision,  and  energy,  and  it  would  be  highly 
improper  and  unjust,  if  they  were  to  be  made  liable  for 
the  consequences  of  even  an  accidental  calamity  on 
.their  parts.  In  this  case  there  had  been  no  desperate 
symptoms.  The  case  was  a  common  and  ordinary  one  > 
but  the  prisoner  had  used,  without  the  least  necessity > 
violent  and  desperate  means,  and  used  suoh  means  in 
a  careless  and  violent  manner.  There  was  nothing  to 
have  called  for  such  treatment.  He  was  well  aware  of 
the  disastrous  results  which  would  attend  this  inquiry, 
and  the  publicity  given  to  it,  to  the  prisoner.  He  felt 
that  it  would  probably  be  followed  by  the  loss  oi,  his 
professional  reputation.  But  much  as  he  felt  this,  his 
duty  was  imperative,  and  he  could  not  shrink  from  it* 
Knowing  that  there  had  been  a  complete  absence  Qu? 
the  part  of  the  prisoner  of  a  design  to  injure  the 
deceased,  he  took  the  most  favourable  view  of  the  case 
he  possibly  could,  and  the  sentence  of  the  Court  would 
be  a  lenient  one.  The  sentence  was  that  the  prisoner 
be  imprisoned  in  the  County  Gaol  for  one  calendar 
month. 

We  have  only  further  to  observe,  that  a  portion 

of  the  intestine  which  has  been  transmitted  to  us 

for  examination,  entirely  confirms   the    account 

given  by  Mr.  Jones,  in  his  relation  of  the  case,  and 

the  statements  of  the  several  witnesses*. 


NKWC ASTLB-ONVTYNB  INFIRMAJW,    ,  % , 
Cases  in  the  Practice  of  Sim  John  Fifb,  Reported  oy 
Ma.  F.  A.  Gibb.  /  -  < 

CAStoamous  ulcbk  or  thb  faob.  k  .  <.. 
- "  William  Grey,  aged  65,  a  countiy  nian^dmittad  Jane 
%7,^1844,  into  the  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  General 
Infistnary,  under  Sir  John  Fife,  with  a  large  caneetwas 
ulcer  covering  the  lower  lip  and  chin.  Twelve  moots* 
ago  he  received  a  blow  from  a  piece  of  heated  iron  on 
the  lower  lip,  which  caused  slight  ulceration  gr*- 
duaMy  assuming  a  cancerous  character;  he  has  beta 
under  a  variety  of  treatment.  Four  years  before,  he  - 
observed  a  small  hard  knot  in  the  centre  of  his  lip^ 
which  did  not  enlarge  until  the  blow,  when  it  apparently 
united  with  the  ulcer.  Had  severe  pain  in  the.  ulcer, 
but  it  is  now  much  less  acute  and  more  of  a  continued 
character.  Has  always  enjoyed  the  best  of  health ;  has 
been  a  temperate  man,  and  thinks  that  none  of  his 
family  were  ever  subject  to  tumours.  From  the  irri- 
tation be  has  suffered  very  much  in  his  general  health, 
and,  although  always  spare,  has  lost  flesh  lately;  does 
not  sleep  over  well ;  is  very  weak ;  has  the  broken 
down  appearance  that  organic  disease  gives  to  a  person. 
Countenance  remarkably  sallow ;  has  smoked  a  long 
time,  but  does  not  think  that  has  caused  it  Bowels 
rather  inclined  to  be  costive ;  pulse  weak. 

July  2nd.  Operation.  Sir  John  Fife  made  an 
incision  from  the  left  extremity  of  the  upper  lip  towards 
the  aperture  of  the  parotid  duct,  thereby  including 
some  scirrhous  tubercles  extending  in  that  directum  ; 
he  then  cut  downwards,  turned  the  knife  under  the 
cbin,  half-way  between  the  maxillary  bone  and  os 
hyoides ;  on  the  other  side  he  cut  from  the  right  com- 
misure  of  the  mouth  directly  downwards.  The  facial 
j  ,  and  sub-maxillary  arteries  bled  so  violently  that  Sir 
J.  Fife  tied  them  immediately.  On  the  left  side  he 
extracted  the  first  molar  tooth,  then  cut  partly  through 
the  jaw  with  Hey's  saw,  and  completed  the  division 
with  cutting  forceps;  having  done  the  same  on  the 
other  side,  he  dissected  the  bone  from  beneath  the 
chin  upwards,  and  separated  the  included  portion  of 
the  jaw  with  the  whole  mass  of  disease.  Some  more 
vessels  being  tied,  the  wound  was  then  closed  by  in* 
terropted  suture  and  adhesive  straps ;  the  scirrhous 
base  was  formed  by  diseased  bone. 

5th.  Great  depression,  difficult  deglutition.  Dressed 
for  the  first  time  with  Morrison's  transparent  adhesive. 

6th.  Dressed  in  the  same  way.  Pulse  a  good  deal 
better. 

7th.  Dressed  in  the  same  way  this  morning ;  bowels 
costive ;  pulse  better.  Half  an  ounce  of  castor  oil  to 
be  taken  immediately. 

8th.  Continuing  well ;  dressed  with  common  adhesive 
plaster. 

9th.  Dressed  in  the  same  way  this  morning ;  looks 
much  better  in  himself ;  continuing  well. 

10th.  Pulse  much  better ;  looks  a  great  deal  better 
himself.    Continue  the  same  dressing. 

11th.  Thursday.    Goes  home. 

TUMOUR  OF  THE  MALAR  AND  MAXILLAAT  BONBS. 

July  10, 1844.— Francis  Bain,  aged  40,  admitted  May 
30,  1844,  into  the  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  General 
Infirmary,  under  Sir  John  Fife,  with  a  tumour  on  the 
left  cheek,  of  five  months  formation.  About  five 
months  ago  some  of  his  friends  first  observed  a  little 
tumour  at  the  inner  canthus  of  the  eye ;  it  begenslowlr 
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I'esslUalelyv  when  its  bitlk  increased  greatly  ; 
r  had  any  pais  is  it  until  lately ;  baa  always 
the  best  of  health.  The  left  ride  is  exceed* 
started  by  the  tumour,  which  extends  down- 
and  outwards,  djataodiag  and  obliterating  the 
interior  eye-lid,  and  Jatt  allowing  a  view  of  the  eye 
whew  H  it  looked  at  in. front.  The  tumour  appears  to 
■he  aboat  the  size  of  an  orange,  and  much  of  the  tamo' 
forwj;  and  upon  pressing  its  most  prominent  part,  it 
item  elastic,  giving  the  same  sensation  aa  fnngns 
basmetodes  of  the  testicle.  When  it  is  touched  from 
within  the  month  it  feels  Irregular  and  hard,  and  under 
.  the  mucous  membrane,  at  the  border  of  the  tumour, 
i  ia  a  firm  moveable  body,  which  is  apparently  a 
indurated  gland.  The  tumour  can  be  slightly 
,  as  if  it  did  not  spring  from  the  bone ;  its  firmest 
t  is  to  the  side  of  the  nose,  the  skin  covering 
it  is  very  thin,  and  is  of  a  deep  red  colour,  inclining  to 
purple.  Viewed  laterally,  the  height  of  the  tumour  is 
■  w  great  as  to  be  beyond  the  level  of  the  nose  ;  the 
moat  prominent  part  is  the  centre.  Bowels  open; 
tongue  dean ;  appetite  good .  Sir  John  Fife  thinks  it  to 
he  osteosarcoma,  but  yet  says  it  arises  from  the 
for  the  most  part,  if  not  all.  It  seems 
like  fungus  hsmatodes.  Two  pills  of 
rhubarb  and  mercury  to  be  taken  every  night,  and 
'  a  cathartic  draught  on  alternate  mornings. 

June  4th.  Much  the  same ;  has  a  numbness  in  one 
or  two  of  the  molar  teeth  ;  skin  over  the  tumour  a 
little  deeper  in  colour.  Sir  John  removed  the  tumour 
this  morning. 

Qneretioa,— An  incision  was  made  from  the  orbit  to 
the  left  commissure  of  the  mouth,  and  the  integuments 
were  rapidly  dissected  back  on  each  side,  exposing  the 
surface  of  the  tumour ;  the  Schneideriau  membrane 
was  then  dissected  from  the  inside  of  the  tumour,  which 
was  next  separated  from  the  lower  part  of  the  upper 
miTJflary  and  malar  bones ;  but  at  the  orbital  pro* 
teases  of  these,  the  tumour  evidently  had  its  origin,  and 
there  the  structure  was  osteo-sarcomatous,  although 
the  circumference  of  the  tumour  was  fibrous.  After 
separating  it,  Sir  John  Fife  applied  red  hot  iron  to  the 
diseased  surface  of  the  malar  and  maxillary  bones,  tied 
some  arteries,  and  brought  together  the  lips  of  the 
wound  with  interrupted  sutures  and  Morrison's  adhe- 
sive. A  compress  was  placed  on  the  wound,  as  there 
appeared  a  great  cavity,  the  sides  of  which  required 
keeping  together. 

5th.  Doing  well ;  rested  pretty  well ;  not  much 
thirst ;  some  oedema  of  the  left  eyelid,  and  swelling  of 
lip ;  bowels  rather  costive.  Thirty  minims  of  tincture 
of  opium  to  be  taken  at  bed  time,  and  half  an  ounce 
of  castor  oil  in  the  morning. 

7th.  Rests  well  ;  rather  costive  again  ;  face  has  an 
offensive  smell,  and  oedema  still  exists;  noheadacb,and 
only  slight  thirst.  The  bandages,  &c,  were  removed, 
and' the  parts  found  to  be  doing  exceedingly  well; 
the  skin  has  a  livid  red  colour.  They  were  sponged  and 
a  piece  of  dressing,  with  compress,  &c,  reapplied. 
Ordered  two  of  Hummer's  pills  every  night,  and  a 
cathartic  draught  every  other  morning. 

1 1  th.  Doing  well ;  foetid  discharge,  but  no  pain  ;  no 

thirst,  and  oedema  subsiding ;  the  edges  of  the  divided 

tip,  which  are  adherent,  do  not  exactly  fit  each  othetj, 

but  project  slightly  beyond  the  other. 

Una.  Wound  going  on  well ;  discharge  becoming 


and  edges  of  flam)  are  aUgbtfr  separated,  from,  anph 
other.  Appetite  good ;  feels  welt  Omit  the  pvja; 
continue  the  dressing,  which  is  supported  by  adfeaure 
plaster  instead  of  a  bandage.  . , 

19tb.  The  bottom  of  wound  covered  by  minute 
granulations  5  wax  came  away  a  few  days  ago ;  die- 
charge  healthy,    Continue. 

24th.  Granulations  filling ;  no  pain.    Continue. 

July  1st.  Went  I 


specimen  of 


BIRMINGHAM  PATHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY. 
June  1, 1844, 
ALmxD  Bakbb,  Esq.,  in  the  Chair.     ^/ 

LAXOACKOUB  CAJTCB*  OF  TBX   XNBB  JOINT. 

Mr.  Crompton    brought   forward  a 
lardaceous  cancer,  affecting  the  whole  of  the 
of  the  knee  joint,  and  gave  the  following  particulars 
of  the  case :—  .  ,.     , 

Ann  Downing,  aged  39,  single,  a  servant,  states  t£at 
during  the  last  twenty  years  she  has  been  in  the  habit 
of  milking  a  great  number  of  cows  daily,  which  occa- 
sioned her  to  kneel  on  the  right  knee.  She  did  not 
experience  any  ill  effects  from  it,  with  the  exception  of 
an  occasional  stiffness,  till  eighteen  months  agoy  when 
the  knee  became  slightly  swoHen  and  painful,- the 
pain  being  always  aggravated  by  the  slightest  motion. 
Various  applications  were  used,  but  without  benefit; 
the  joint  gradually  becoming  larger  and  nwnw^nunswl. 
She  waa  admitted  into  the  General  Hospital,  April  12, 
-1844,  under  Mr.  Wood.  The  knee  was  in  a  bent 
position,  and  waa  much  enlarged,  measuring  seventeen 
inches  and  a  half  round!  its*  centre,  fifteen  inches  round 
the  lower  third  of  the  femur,  and  fifteen  inches  and 
a  half  over  the  tubercle  of  the  tibia.  The  popliteal 
apace  was  entirely  filled  up  by  a  hardened  mass,  and 
the  patella  could  not  be  at  all  distinguished  from  the 
hard  structure  by  which  it  was  surrounded.  The  con- 
dyles of  the  femur  were  also  embedded  in  the  name 
structure,  and  could  not  be  at  all  distinguished  from  it. 

The  knee  was  constantly  in  pain,  and  occasionally 
was  very  hot.  She  could  not  move  it  from  its  bent 
position,  the  slightest  motion  causing  increased  pain. 
For  the  last  six  months  she  has  been  unable  to  get 
much  rest,  has  become  much  weaker,  and  lost  flesh 
considerably.  Appetite  bad;  tongue  furred;  skin  hot; 
pulse  quick.  The  diseased  joint  waa  removed  about  a 
fortnight  after  adoration. 

A  perpendicular  division  of  the  joint  being  made 
after  amputation,  and  the  integuments  being  remowed, 
the  whole  cavity  of  the  joint,  except  about  an  inch 
square  over  the  extremity  of  the  femur,  and  directly 
under  the  patella,  was  converted  into  an  elastic  white 
fibrous  structure,  which  extended  between  the  bead 
of  the  tibia  and  the  articular  extremity  of  the  femur, 
and  was  part,  of  the  whole  mam  which  formed  the 
bulk  of  the  tumour.  The  articular  cartilages  were  gone 
or  degenerated,  except  at  the  point  before  indicated; 
the  patella  was  more  dense  than  natural,  and  the  whole 
joint  was  made  up  of  a  white  lardaceous  mass,  elastic 
and  firm  to  the  knife.  The  extremity  and  three  inches 
of  .the  femur  were  changed  by  a  similar  desesit*  the 
dense  shell  of  the  bone  being  to.be  seen  intact  below, 
but  not  above.  The  head  of  the  tibia  waa  less 
changed,  but  the  cartilage  weapon*  j 
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i  the  joint  there  Wis  mi  extensive  deposition,  of 
'tifcsnme  structure,  with  large  earthy  deposits  rattr- 
'seixed;  the  popliteal  artery  and  vein  were  pressed 
-'wjiou,  but  not  obliterated.  The  diseased  structure  on 
tfce  upper  surface  seemed  bounded  by  the  extent  of 
ties  synorial  surface,  including  the  bursas  5  below  It 
was  of  greater  extent,  and  in  the  course  of  the  Teasels 
"si  the  point  of  amputation  there  was  a  mass  Of  osseous 
or  earthy  deposit  that  interfered  with  the  tying  of  the 


A  few  separated  tubercles  were  pressed  out  of  the 
muscular  surfaces  on  the  lower  part  of  the  limb ;  in 
fact  the  disease  did  not  seem  to  be  confined  to  the 
knee  joint  alone.  Where  the  denser  structure  of  the 
shaft  of  the  bone  was  lost,  it  was  difficult  or  impossible 
to  see  any  difference  between  the  state  of  the  interior 
of  the  condyloid  extremity  of  the  femur,  and  the 
portion  of  the  disease  external  to  it. 

Mr.  EHungton  brought  before  the  Society  an  anen- 
ccphelous  monstrosity,  which   he  was  requested   to 
oblige  the  Society  by  dissecting  and  bringing   the 
.  description  forward  at  a  future  meeting. 

BOPTUEB  OF  THE   HEART. 

Mr.  Blkington  then  brought  forward  a  specimen  of 
'  rupture  of  the  heart,  situated  in  the  anterior  portion  of 

the  left  ventricle,  with  ossification  of  the  descending 
'  branch  of  the  left  coronary  artery,  which  had  been 

forwarded  to  him  by  Mr.  Nason,  of  Nuneaton,  to  be 
'  exhibited  to  the  Society. 

Hie  ruptures,  three  in  number,  are  situated  in  the 

middle  of  the  anterior  face  of  the  left  ventricle.  The 
'  'one  above,  the  largest,  extends  downwards  and*  out- 
'wards,  has  very  irregular  and  ragged  edges,  and  is 
'  capable  of  admitting  the  points  of  the  first  two  hunters. 

The  middle  one  is  situated  below  the  inner  terminanon 
'  and  on  a  level  with  the  outer  termination  of  the  rup- 
I  tee  just  described ;  it  is  capable  of  admitting  a  goose 
'  quiD.    Underneath  these  is  situated  the  third  rupture, 

'Which  is  large  enough  to  admit  the  point  of  the  middle 

finger ;  its  edges  also  are  ragged  and  irregular.    > 
The  parietes  of  the  ventricle  are  soft  and  flabby,  and 

very  much  thinned,  especially  anteriorly;  the  aortic 
'  Valves  healthy,  but  puckered ;  the  lining  membrane 

Of  the  aorta  studded  with  atheromatous  deposit, 
'  The  coronary  arteries  arise  as  usual ;  the  descending 

branch  of  the  left  coronary,  as  it  passes  down  along  the 

line  of  the  septum  of  the  ventricles,  towards  the  apex 

of  the  heart  anteriorly,  is  obliterated  by  ossification ; 

all  the  other  branches  of  the  coronary  arteries)  are 
k  neaKhy.    The  right  auricle,  the  tricuspid  valves^and 

the  right  ventricle,  are  healthy.  \ 

Mr.  Nason  says.    "  The  man  was  72  years  old,  very 

lame  from  attacks  of  sciatica  or  chronic  rheumatism  of 

*  the  Up  joint.     About  three  years  before  his  death,  I 
saw  Urn  with  inflamed  and  osdematoua  legs,  which 

-  yielded  to  diuretic  medicine.    He  never  complained  of 
say  affection  of  the  chest,  or  difficulty  of  breathing. 

-  The  day  before  he  died,  he  told  bis  wife  he  felt  pain 
is  the  left  side  of  the  thorax.  The  following  day,  about 

*  iwon,   he  walked  a  few  yards  from  the  door,  and 

-  dropped  down  and  died  in  a  moment  On  a  post- 
'  indsUm  examination,  the  viscera  in  the  abdomen 
"  were  healthy,  as  also  those  of  the  chest,  WW  the 

*  exception  of  the  heart.    Hie  pericardium  was  eom- 
ftttely  filed  with  black  Mood,  partly  coagulated.    I 


fancy  my  fingers  made  the  lower  opening  in  dtuwiUS/lt 
out,  sd  as  to  divide  the  vessels  as  high  as  t  cowhL 
There  is  no  doubt  the  upper  opening  was  a  rent,  Mm 
the  thin  and  softened  state  of  the  parts,  and  that  it 
gave  way  at  tbe  moment  of  the  man's  death.  Is  it  not 
rather  strange  to  find  disease  of  so  extensive  a  nature 
without  any  striking  symptoms  during  life  ?" 


TAUNTON  AND  WEST  SOMERSET  MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 

A  special  general  meeting  of  this  Association  wss 
held  at  Tauntoo,  on  Wednesday,  the  17th  ultimo,  to 
take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  joining  with 
tbe  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  as  a 
District  Branch,  Samuel  Macmullen,  M.D.,  Presi- 
dent, in  the  Chair. 

The  President  having  briefly  stated  the  object  of  the 
present  meeting,  called  upon  tbe  Honorary  Secretary 
to  read  the  Report  of  the  Special  Committee  appointed 
at  the  annnal  meeting  held  in  June,  to  inquire  into  the 
practicability  of  the  proposed  junction. 

This  Report  set  forth  an  account  of  the  Provincial 
Association,  from  its  formation  in  1832  to  the  present 
time,  when  it  numbers  about  1800  members,  including 
almost  every  physician  and  surgeon  of  eminence  in  the 
provinces,  and  many  equally  distinguished  members  of 
the  profession  in  Scotland  and  Ireland.  It  showed  the 
Provincial  Association  to  be  based  upon  principles  of 
the  highest  utility  and  interest  to  the  whole  medical 
profession,  and  to  be  devoted  to  the  carrying  out  of 
objects  purely  and  eminently  professional;  such  as  the 
collection  and  dissemination  of  both  practical  and 
theoretical  information  in  all  branches  of  medical 
science,  and  the  practical  sciences  which  bear  col- 
laterally upon  the  study  ot  medicine,  and  the  *  main- 
tenance of  the  honour  and  respectability  of  the  profes- 
sion generally,  by  promoting  friendly  intercourse  and 
free  communication  of  its  members." — thatyin  pursuance 
of  these  excellent  objects,  the  Provincial  Association 
has  assembled  annually  in  some  one  of  the  principal 
towns  of  England  ;  has  published  an  annual  volume  of 
Transactions,  which,  with  a  weekly  copy  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  is  regularly 
furnished  to  each  member;  that  it  has  been  con- 
stantly engaged  in  medical  investigations,  and  in  other 
objects  connected  with  the  welfare  of  the  profession, 
towards  the  furtherance  of  which  it  has  afforded  liberal 
grants  of  money ;— and,  that  it  has  established  and  pre- 
sides over  a  benevolent  fund,  for  the  relief  of  destitute 
members  and  their  families  under  severe  and  urgent 
distress. 

The  report  then  referred  to  the  endeavours  of  the 
Association  in  the  promotion  of  some  decided  amend- 
ment in  that  portion  of  the  New  Poor-Law  Act,  which 
relates  to  medical  attendance  and  to  the  remuneration 
of  medical  practitioners  connected  with  unions ;  and, 
lastly,  it  shewed  the  noble  exertions  which  had  been, 
and  still  continued  to  be  made,  by  the  Association  to 
procure  a  thorough  and  radical  change  in  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  profession,— not  from  any  anxiety  to  prevent 
a  division"  of  medical  labour,  or  to  do  away  with  the 
distinctions  and  grades  which  are  at  present  recognised 
in  the  |>r6fession,-— bat  from  a  desire  to  claim  for  all 
practitioner*  a  good  and  mfilcient  and  tmi/brtn  educa- 
tion, both  jrreUminary  and  pr&fsuhnal ;  an  equal  haul 


BRANCH  ASSOCIATIONS. 


recognition  of  all,  and  the  enrolment  of  all  in  **  One 
great  corporate  Institution,*  with  the  adoption  of  the 
representative  system  in  the  formation  of  the  Governing 
Bodies. 
Such,  the  report  explainedto  be    the  character  and 


ben  of  the  profession  reaident  in  the  county  and  i 
bonrhood,  who  do  not  belong  to  any  medical 
tion»  but  who  might  be  induced  to  enrol  ihcssselras 
amongst  you,  upon  the  conversion  of  your  Associatio* 
into.  a  district  branch  of  the  Provincial  Association. ; 


conduct  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Asso-  *«t  especially  would  they  so  recommend  to  your 
ciation,  and  then  concluded  as  follows :— "  Upon  a 
careful  comparison,  then,  of  the  principles,  objects, 
and  spirit,  above  enumerated,  with  those  which  guide 
and  form  the  essentials  of  your  own  Association,  your 
Committee  cannot  but  feel  that  the  character  and 
moral  position — nay,  the  usefulness  of  your  Associa- 
tion, would  be  greatly  enhanced  by  an  incorporation  of 
it  into  the  parent  one,  as  a  district  branch  for  Taunton 
and  Somerset,  upon  the  plan  of  the  South  Western, 
Yorkshire,  and  other  district  branches ;  and  your  Com- 
mittee, therefore,  believe  it  to  be  their  duty  to  recom- 
mend this  junction.  In  doing  so,  however,  your 
Committee  think  it  right  to  draw  your  attention  to  the 
fact,  that  by  such  junction  the  annual  subscription  of 
each  member  will  necessarily  be  raised  from  twelve 
shillings  to  one  guinea,  and  that  the  expenses  of  the 
annual  dinner,  which  have  hitherto  been  defrayed  out 
of  the  subscriptions,  cannot  hereafter  be  so  defrayed ; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  they  would  remind  those  of 
you  who  might  feel  disposed  to  demur  at  an  increase 
of  subscription,  &c,  that  advantages  much  more  than 
commensurate  with  the  additional  expense  will  be 
secured  to  you — viz.,  the  receipt  by  each  member  of 
an  annual  volume  of  excellent  Transactions  and  a 
weekly  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal ;  and  that  the 
expenses  incurred  in  conducting  the  Branch  Associa- 
tion will  be  allowed  out  of  the  general  funds  of  the 
Provincial  Association,  to  the  amount  of  one-seventh 
of  the  sum  contributed  by  the  branch  to  that  fund. 
To  those,  again,  who  would  hesitate  to  sanction  the 
proposed  junction  upon  the  ground  that  such  a  step 
would  destroy  the  independence  and  local  character  of 
your  own  Association,  your  Committee  beg  to  say  that 
they  have  been  well  advised  that  such  will  not  be  the 
case ;  but  that  in  every  respect  your  Association  will 
still  be  free  as  to  its  special  government,  either  accord- 
ing to  the  present  arrangement,  or  under  any  other 
arrangement  which  may  hereafter  be  deemed 
more  advisable,  provided  only  such  new  arrange- 
ment be  consistent,  as  at  present,  with  the  spirit 
of  the  Parent  Association;  and  that,  though  free 
and  independent,you  will  have  the  satisfaction  of  being 
able,  by  the  junction,  to  claim  the  support  aod  co- 
operation of  a  considerable  body  of  the  most  respectable 
members  of  the  profession  upon  all  questions  involving 
medical  policy  and  general  professional  interest. 

Taking  all  these  points  into  consideration,  the  excel- 
lent and  truly  professional  character  and  spirit  of  the 
Provincial  Association,  the  agreement  of  its  principles 
and  objects  with  those  advocated  by  your  own  Asso- 
ciation, and  the  satisfaction  of  being  connected  with 
such  a  noble  phalanx  of  professional  talent  and  profes- 
sional worth,  in  one  common  bond  of  interest  and 
friendly  union,  your  Committee  would  again  earnestly 
recommend  the  junction  of  your  Asssociation  with  the 
Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  and  that 
this  should  be  accomplished  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible.  And  your  committee  would,  in  conclusion, 
beg  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  propriety  of  inviting 
to  the  good  work,  the  co-operation  of  the  various  mem- 


notice  the  Somersetshire  practitioners,  who,  though 
members  of  the  Parent  Society,  belong  not  to  any 
District  Medical  Association.1'  n 

The  following  resolutions  were  then  carried  unani- 
mously : — 

Moved  by  Mr.  Edwards,  of  Wiveliscombe,  and  se- 
conded by  Mr.  Randolph,  of  Milverton  : — 

"  That  the  Report  now  read,  be  received  and  adopted" 

Moved  by  Mr.  Gillett,  of  Taunton,  and  seconded  by 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Bishop's  Lydiard : — 

"  That  this  Association  do  at  once  join  and  becotse 
a  district  branch  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Association,  and  that  an  additional  subscription  of  9$., 
necessary  to  effect  this,  be  now  paid  by  each  Member 
of  the  Association,  not  a  member  of  the  Parent  Asso- 
ciation." 

Moved  by  Dr.  Woodforde,  of  Taunton,  and  se- 
conded by  Mr.  Marchant,  of  North  Curry: — 

"  That  the  title  of  this  Association  be  henceforth 
the  Taunton  and  Somerset  District  Branch  of  the 
Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association.** 

Moved  by  Mr.  Gillett,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Alford, 
of  Taunton : — 

"  That  Mr.  Higgins  be  requested  to  attend  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Asso- 
ciation, to  be  held  at  Northampton,  on  the  7th  and 
8ttVdays  of  August,  as  a  deputation  from  this  Asso- 
ciation, to  carry  out  its  junction  with  the  Provincial 
Society,  and  that  his  expenses  be  defrayed  from  the 
funds  of  this  Association." 

It  was  then  decided  that  a  notice  of  the  junction  of 
the  Taunton  Association  with  the  Provincial  Associa- 
tion should  be  sent  to  every  member  of  the  profession 
residing  in  this  county  and  neighbourhood,  inviting 
him  to  assist  in  carrying  out  the  objects  of  the  Taunton 
and  Somerset  District  Branch,  by  enrolling  his  name 
as  a  member  of  it. 

A  cordial  vote  of  thanks  having  been  accorded  jto 
the  worthy  President,  Dr.  Macmullen,  for  bis  able  cms- 
duct  in  the  chair ;  this  meeting,  characterised  by  its 
harmony  and  unanimity,  adjourned. 


BRANCH  ASSOCIATIONS. 

to  the  kditob  of  the  provincial  mkd1cal  ajts* 
surgical  journal. 
Sir, 

Your  leading  article  of  last  week,  on  the  formation 
of  Branch  Associations,  viewed  in  connection  with 
certain  notices  of  motions  for  our  approaching  anniver- 
sary meeting,  have  induced  me  to  submit  a  few  re- 
marks on  the  future  organisation  of  our  Association, 
which  I  hope  you  will  deem  worthy  of  insertion  in  an 
early  number  of  the  Journal. 

Your  unanswerable  arguments  in  favour  of  moltjsly- 
ing  the  centres  of  union  and  operation  in  our  Asso- 
ciation, the  suggestion  made  at  the  same  .time  by 
a  Cheltenham  member  for  the  establishment  of*  a 
Gloucestershire  and  Worcestershire  Branch,  and  Qr- 
Shapter's  proposition  for  a  special  representation;  »of 


COLLEGE  OP  SURGEONS. 


293 


fridjitikt  branches,  all  teem  to  show  that  the 
sit*  of  some  improvements  in  the  constitution  of  (he 
Association  fe  strongly  end generally felt  But  it  yet 
remains  for  some  one  to  devise  such  a  re-airengement 
of  ear  atoms,  as  may  prodnee  a  more  normal,  efficient, 
ami  perfect  structure. 

Hiitherto,  members  hare  been  left  to  discover  the 
want  of  a  more  frequent  intercourse,  and  a  more  inti- 
mate bond  of  union,  than  the  Association  originaBy 
afforded  them.  Thus  they  bare  formed  themselves, 
in  some  localities,  into  district  branches,  the  sphere  and 
extent  of  which  are  arbitrary,  and  are  controlled 
neither  by  appeal  to  a  central  authority,  nor  by  refer- 
ence to  any  general  scheme  of  division. 

Would  it  not  be  far  preferable,  that  the  General 
Council  should  at  once  proceed  to  divide  the  Associa- 
tion, geographically,  into  a  sufficient  number  of  district 


Might  not  each  of  the  existing  brancke*,  as  they  are 
now  called,  form  a  section, — the  large  Eastern  and 
Southern  Branches  being  perhaps  divided  into  sections, 
containing  not  more  than  one  or  two  counties  in  each  ? 

Might  not  each  section  be  empowered  to  elect  its  own 
Council,  and  each  sectional  or  district  Council  appoint 
a  limited  few  of  its  members  to  represent  the  section 
in  the  General  Conncil  ? 

And  in  order  {o  carry  the  alteration  into  effect  with 
due  regard  to  the  present  governing  body  of  the 
Asnuciatioo,  might  not  the  existing  Council  be  con- 
sidered merely  as  the  aggregate  of  district  Councils, 
ends  pertion  pi  which  might  proceed  to  elect  its  quo- 
tuna  to  a  new  General  or  Central  Council,  not  exceeding 
40  or  50  in  number,  the  head  quarters  of  which  would 
of  course  be  at  Worcester,  as  the  residence  of  tne 
President? 

Sorely  a  supreme  Council  so  constituted  would  he 
much  better  fitted  for  action  than  the  present  numerous 
and  unwieldy  Council. 

Even  supposing  that  the  members  of  the  Association, 
residing  in  any  one  of  the  district  sections,  should 
decline  to  avail  themselves  of  the  privileges  of  local 
management,  representation,  and  union,  offered  by 
snch  a  scheme,  might  not  the  General  Council  be 
empowered  to  fill  up  future  vacancies  in  the  Council 
of  that  section,  the  number  of  such  district  councillors 
not  being  permitted  ultimately  to  exceed  a  fixed  pro- 
portion of  the  members  of  the  section  ? 

Tkt  preceding  questions  I  put  with  deference,  though 
not  with  hesitation,  for  I  am  persuaded  that  the  arrange- 
ment which  I  have  indicated  would  remedy  certain 
defects  in  our  constitution,  and  provide  a  more  satis- 
factory method  of  representation. 

Dr.  Shapter's  motion  is,  I  suppose,  intended  to 
accomplish,  in  some  degree,  the  same  object,  but  it 
may  fiuriy  be  questioned  whether  his  plan  would  confer 
on  district  branches  more  power  than  they  already 
liosscni ;  for  I  presume  that  the  Council  have  always 
been  ready  to  add  to  their  number  those  gentlemen 
who  may  have  been  recommended  by  the  members  of 
any  branch.  In  fact,  our  14th  rule  expressly  pro- 
Tides  that  all  who  are  "  engaged  in  the  executive 
management  of  the  district  branches  should  be  also 
members  of  the  general  Council."  But  there  is 
another  objection  to  Dr.  Shapter's  motion,  viz.,  that  it 
recognizes  the  general  Council  as  a  self-elected  body, 


by  proposing  thai  the  district  branches  should  "  pre- 
sent" to  it  "for  election  "  such  of  their  members,  dec. 
I  believe  that  our  excellent  founder  would  not  admit 
that  Dr.  Sbapter  had,  in  this  particular,  taken  a  correct 
view  of  the  principles  on  which  our  Society  is  con- 
stituted. 

Dr.  Inglis's  motion  leads  me  to  propound  a  few  more 
questions.  Is  it  then,  or  is  it  not  the  fact,  that  the 
present  subscription  proves  to  be  insufficient  to  cany 
into  effect  the  general  purposes  of  the  Association— ta 
defray  the  expenses  of  management — to  publish  a 
handsome  annual  volume  of  Transactions — and  to  issue 
a  respectable  weekly  Journal  ? 

If  this  question  be  answered  in  the  affirmative — and 
I  entertain  little  doubt  that  it  must  be— we  ought  to 
look  the  difficulty  fairly  in  the  face,  and  either  raise 
the  subscription  to  an  adequate  amount,  or  cease  to 
offer  so  many  advantages  to  members  who  do  not  pay  for 
them. 

But  might  not  both  these  courses  be  adopted  ?  Might 
not  the  subscription  be  raised  to  one  guinea  and  a 
half,  and  be  divided  into  three  parts — only  one  of 
which  should  be  compulsory  on  all  the  members? 
Might  not  the  first  half-guinea  be  required  simply  for 
membership,  (as  in  the  Medical  Association  of  Ireland,) 
without  entitling  the  members  to  the  publications  of 
the  Association?  Might  not  the  second  half-guinea 
be  applied  to  the  annual  volume  of  Transactions;  and 
the  third  to  the  Journal  ? 

Then,  in  order  to  insure  that  all  who  are  entrusted 
with  a  share  in  the  management  of  the  Association, 
should  take  an  interest  in  its  several  objects,  might 
not  the  full  subscription  of  a  guinea  and  a  half  be 
required  of  every  member  of  the  Council,  whether 
district  or  general  ? 

Under  such  regulations,  no  serious  falling  off  in  the 
number  of  subscribers  to  the  Journal  and  Transactions 
need  be  feared  j  while  the  option  of  subscribing  would 
doubtless  invite  a  large  accession  to  the  number  of 
members,  and  thus  increase  the  general  influence  of 
the  Association. 

I  will  not  further  occupy  your  space,  on  the  present 
occasion,  by  statements  and  arguments  in  support  of 
the  foregoing  suggestions,  which  are  hot  put  forth 
hastily,  nor  without  full  consideration.  But  if  any 
objections  should  be  started,  I  shall  beg  leave  to  reply 
to  them  in  a  future  number, 

And  I  now  remain,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A  Member  of  the  Council  op  thx  Provincial 
Meoical  ano  Surgical  Association. 

July  23, 1844. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS  OF 
ENGLAND. 

REGULATIONS  FOR  THE  FELLOWSHIP. 

The  following  official  notice  has  been  issued : — 
"  Notice  is  hereby  given,  that  the  following  are  the 
hospitals  and  schools  of  surgery  and  medicine  from 
which  certificates  of  the  professional  education  of 
candidates  for  the  fellowship  will  be  received  by  this 
College  for  the  year  commencing  the  1st  of  August 
next,  vis. : — 

"  Hospitals    in    England.— London — St.  Bar- 
tholomew's, St.  Thomas's,  Westminster,  Guy's,  St. 
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George'.,  London,  Middlesex,  University  College, 
Qharing  Cross,  King's  College.  Provincial— Bath 
United  Hospital,  Bedford  General  Infirmary,  Birming- 
ham General  Infirmary,  Queen's  Hospital,  Binning** 
ham;  Bristol  Infirmary*  Addenbrook's  Hospital, 
Cambridge;  Derbyshire  General  Infirmary,  Devon  and 
Exejer/Iosnifal,  Gloucester  Infirmary,  Hull  Infirmary, 
Kent  and  Canterbury  Hospital,  Leeds  General  Infir- 
mary, Leicester  Infirmary,  Liverpool  Infirmary,  Liver- 
pool Northern  Hospital,  Manchester  Royal  Infirmary, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Infirmary,  Norfolk  and  Nor- 
wich Hospital,  Northampton  General  Infirmary,  Not- 
tingham General  Hospital,  Radcliffe  Infirmary,  Oxford ; 
Sasisvnry  General  Infirmary,  Salop  Infirmary,  Sheffield 
General  Infirmary,  Stafford  County  General  Infirmary, 
Sussex  County  Hospital,  Winchester  County  Hospital, 
Worcester  Infirmary,  York  County  Hospital. 

"Hospitals  in  Irxland.— Dublin— Richmond, 
Dr.  Steeven's;  City  of  Dublin,  Mercer's,  Meath,  Jer- 
vhvctreet,  St.  Vincent's.  Provincial— BeUast  Hospital, 
North  and  South  Infirmaries,  Cork ;  Limerick  County 
Infirmary. 

"  Hospitals  in  ScoTXANn.~-Edinburgh — Edin- 
burgh Royal  Infirmary.  Provincial — Glasgow  Royal 
Infirmary,  Aberdeen  Royal  Infirmary. 

"Schools  in  England.—- London — St. Bartholo- 
mew's, St.  Thomas's  Westminster,  Guy's,  St.  George's, 
London,  Middlesex,  University  College,  King'*  College, 
Charing-cross,  Aldersgate  Street,  Grosvenor  Place, 
Kinnertoa  Street,  Charlotte  Street*  Provincial— Royal 
School  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  Birmingham;  Old 
Park  Medical  School,  Bristol;  Hall  end  East  Riding 
School  of  Medicine ;  Leeds  School  of  Medicine ;  Liver- 
pool Royal  Institution  j  Royal  School  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery,  Manchester;  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  School 
of  Medicine  and  Surgery;  Sheffield  Medical  Institu- 
tion ;  York  School  of  Medicine. 

"Schools  in  Ireland.— Dublin  Royal  College 
of  Surgeons,  Trinity  College,  Apotbecaries'-hail,  Rich- 
mond, Dublin  School  of  Medicine,  Original  School  of 
Medicine,  Peter  Street,  Park  Street  School  of  Medicine. 
Provincial— Belfast  Royal  Institution,  Cork  South-mall 
School  of  Medicine,  the  several  schools  recognized 
by  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  Ireland. 

u  Schools  in  Scotland. — Edinburgh— The  Uni- 
versity. Provincial — The  University,  Glasgow;  King's 
College,  Aberdeen ;  Marischal  College  and  University, 
Aberdeen.  The  several  schools  recognised  by  the 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  Edinburgh. 

M  In  Foreion  Couimna.— The  several  hospitals 
snd  schools  in  the  following  cities,  via. :— Paris,  Mont- 
pelier,  Strasburg,  Berlin,  Vienna,  Heidelberg,  Bonn, 
Gottingen,  Leyden,  Paris,  New  York,  Philadelphia. 

"  By  order  of  the  Council, 

"EDMUND  BEL  POUR,  Secretary. 

"July  13, 1844." 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OP  SURGEONS. 

Gentlemen  admitted  members  on  Friday,  August 
2nd,  1844 :—H.  Bonn;  M.  O'Grady;  R.  Fowler; 
J.  B.  Halliman ;  J.  E.  Brine ;  J.  S.  Clark ;  J.  Hope; 
D.  Davies ;  S.  B.  Gwynn. 


ELECTION  OF  NEW  MEMBERS  OF  COUNCIL 
AT  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS.  . 
The  meeting  for  the  election  of  the  new  councillors 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  was  held  on  Wed- 
nesday last,  Sir  Benjamin  C.  Brodie,  Bart,  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  College,  in  the  Chair.  A  large  number 
of  the  Fellows  of  the  College  were  present,  about  one 
hundred  and  twenty,  according  to  the  Medical  Gazette  ; 
the  Medical  Times  says  one  hundred  and  seventy  -. 
among  whom  were  Mr.  Cother,  of  Gloucester  ;  Mr. 
Sodeu,  of  Bath  ;  Mr.  Wickham,  of  Winchester;  and 
others  from  the  provinces.  The  gentlemen  appointed 
as  the  new  Councillors  are  Mr.  Wellbank;  Mr.  John 
Scott,  Surgeon  to  the  London  Hospital;  snd  Mr^ 
Edward  Cutler,  Surgeon  of  St.  George's.  Mr.  Ring- 
don,  Mr.  Lloyd,  Surgeon  of  St.  Bartholomew's,  and 
Mr.  Macilwain,  declined  to  be  put  in  nomination. 


METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAL  FOR  MAY,  . 
1844. 
Kept  at  Sidmouth, 
By  W.  H.  Cullkn,  M.D.,  Surgeon. 

Mean  of  External  Thermometer  at  9  a.m.  53j88  * ' 

p.m.  M.69 

the  Maxima,    ....  62.86 

Minima,     ....  45.81 

Mean  daily  range.    17. 

Extreme  highest  on  the  15th 72.2* 

,    .       lowest,  on  the  26th 36.5* 

Extreme  range.    35.75 

Mean  Dewpoint  at  9    a.m.       .    .    .    I  48.St>- 

f.m 44.26    ' 

Mean  of  Barometer  at  9  a.m 30.0ft' 

*.m.    .    .         .    .  38J84 

ftctreme  highest  on  the  2nd     .....  36.41*  , 

.    •       lowest  on  the  6th 29.89*  : 

Extreme  range.      .582 

Number  of  days  fine 16 

....     on  which  sny  rain  fell  6 

....     variable  and  dull  9 

Quantity  of  rain  in  inches 85 

pubv ailing  winds. 


R 
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BOOKS  RECEIVED. 

The  Actual  Process  of  Nutrition  m  the  Ltvisfc 
Structure,  demonstrated  by  the  Microscope;  snd  the 
Renewal  of  the  Tissues  snd  Secretions,  with  the  Phe- 
nomena and  Products  of  Inflammation,  illustrated  and* 
established.  By  William  Addison,  F.L.S.,  M.R.CJS., 
Surgeon  to  H.R.H.  the  Duchess  of  Kent,  Malrem. 
London :  Churchill,  1843,  8vo.,  pp.  76,  plates. 

Quacks  and  Quackery.  A  Remonstrance  against  the 
Sanction  given  by  the  Government,  the  Press,  and  the*. 
Public,  to  the  System  of  Imposture  and  Fraud,-prec~' 
tised  on  the  Ignorant  and  Credulous,  in  the 
ries  of  the  Dsy,  Ac.  By  a  Medical 
London  :  SimpUn,  Marshall,  and  Co.,  1844.  18  as*, 
pp.  72. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Communications  have  been  received  from  Mr.  Ceosae,* 
Mr.  B.  Morris,  of  Spalding;  Dr.  John 
Dr.  H.  O.  Bull;  Mr.  T.  W.  King  ;  and  Mr.  F.  W. 
Pittock. 
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PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 

MEETING  AT  NORTHAMPTON. 

The  twelfth  anniversary  of  this  Association  was 
held  at  Northampton  on  Wednesday,  August  7th,  and 
Thursday,  August  8th.  A  Council  Meeting  was  held 
at  the  County-hall,  at  eleven  o'clock  on  Wednesday 
morning,  which  was  numerously  attended ;  and  the 
otder  of  the  business  to  come  before  the  general  meet- 
ings, was  determined  upon. 


FIRST  GENERAL  MEETING. 

About  one  o'clock,  the  members,  to  the  number  of 
about  150,  assembled  in  the  hall,  among  whom  the 
following  gentlemen  were  present:— 

Thomas  Nunneley,  Esq.,  Leeds ;  Alfred  Hardwick, 
M.D.,  Kensington ;  Farnham  Flower,  Esq.,  Downside ; 
John  Smith  Soden,  Esq.,  Bath;  J.  Hodgson,  Esq., 
Birmingham ;  J.  Russell,  jun.,  Esq.,  Birmingham ;  W. 
Conolly,  M.D.,  Cheltenham ;  James  Crang,  Esq.,  Tims* 
bury;  Charles  Hastings,  M.D.,  Worcester;  Robert  J. 
N.  Streeten,  MJ>.,  Worcester ;  John  Faircloth,  Esq., 
Northampton ;  W.  Birdsall,  Esq.,  Northampton ;  John 
Churchill,  Esq.,  London ;  H.Terry, Esq., Northampton ; 
James  Mash,  Esq.,  Northampton ;  G.  Turner,  M.D., 
Stockport ;  P.  Hennis  Green,  M.D.,  London ;  Charles 
Faircloth,  Esq.,  York;  W.  Percival  sen.,  Esq.,  North- 
smpton;  Charles  Hayes  Higgins,  Esq.,  Taunton; 
W.  J.  Wickham,  Esq.,  Winchester ;  James  Meekness, 
M.D.,  Hastings ;  W.  Newnham,  Esq.,  Farnham ;  W.  P. 
Fain,  Esq.,  Farnham ;  Henry  Terry,  jun.,  Esqn  North- 
ampton; George  Fletcher,  Esq.,  Croydon;  Edward 
Holme,  M.D.,  Manchester ;  Joseph  Jordan,  Esq., 
Manchester;  Edmund  Lyon,  M.D.,  Manchester ;  Wm. 
Gibbon,  Esq.,  Kettering ;  John  Harrison,  Esq.,  Chester; 
W.  M'Ewen,  Esq.,  Chester ;  John  M.  Bryan,  Esq., 
Northampton ;  Edward  Nason,  Esq.,  Nuneaton ;  Francis 
Elkington,  Esq.,  Birmingham  ;  James  Inglis,  MJX, 
Halifax ;  Charles  F.  Favell,  M.D.,  Sheffield ;  Ferguson 
Branson,  M.D.,  Sheffield ;  Henry  Gatty,  Esq.,  Market 
Harborough ;  Henry  G.  Bull,  M.D.,  Hereford;  Edwd. 
Daniel),  Esq.,  Newport  Pagnel  ;  David  Torrance,  Esq., 
Rugby;  Charles  Cowan,  M.D.,  Reading;  Charles 
Noble,  Esq.,  Brixworth ;  James  Edwards,  M.  D., 
Chester;  J.  Black,  M.D.,  Manchester;  Corbet  Whit- 
ton,  MJ>.,  Banbury;  John  Forbes,  M.D.,  London; 
George  Grant,  Esq.,  Northampton  ;  Walter  Buchanan, 
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Esq. ;  Peter  F.  Luard,  M.D.,  Leamington ;  Matthew 
Sherman,  Esq.,  Daventry;  George  Olive,  Esq.,  North* 
ampton;  John  J,  Evans,  Esq.,  St.  Neots;  Edgar 
Sheppard,  Esq.,  Worcester ;  Thomas  Aspern,  Esq., 
Northampton  ;  Thomas  Workman,  Esq.,  Basingstoke ; 
Thomas  Hodgkin,  M.D.,  London  ;  W.  Sole,  Esq.,  St. 
Neots  ;  Frederick  Cox,  Esq.,  Welford  ;  John  Marriott, 
Esq.,  Kib worth ;  James  Heygate,  M.D.,F.R.S.,  Derby; 
Henry  derate,  Esq.,  Long  Buckby ;  Charles  John 
Woods,  Esq.,  Godmanchester ;  P.  B.  Woods,  Esq., 
Northampton  ;  S.  Hare,  Esq.,  London ;  W.  S.Wyman, 
Esq.,  Kettering  ;  W.  Dix,  Esq.,  Long  Buckby  ;  David 
Thomas,  Esq.,  Rounds;  H.  Williams,  Esq.,  Thrapeton; 
Thomas  Clark,  Esq.,  Wellingborough ;  George  Cotton, 
Esq.,  Northampton  ;  D.  Thomas,  Esq.*  Northampton ; 
R.  W.  Watkins,  Esq.,  Towcester ;  E.  T.  Watkina, 
Esq:,  Towcester  ;  R.  M.  Freeman,  Esq.,  Stony  Strat- 
ford ;  Thomas  Heygate,  Esq.,  Market  Harfaorough; 
James  Paxton,  M.D.,  Rugby ;  F.  H.  Marshall,  Esq., 
Moulton  ;  A.  H.  Daniel!,  Esq.,  Great  Easton  ;  J.  P. 
Knott,  Esq.,  Blisworth;  Samuel  Crompton,  Esq., 
Manchester ;  Benjamin  Lever,  Esq.,  Blakeaiey ;  Thomas 
Slater,  Esq.,  RothweU;  Charles  Dodd,  Esq.,  North* 
ampton;  Charles  Faircloth,  Esq.,  York;  J.  G. 
Leete,  Esq.,  Thrapston;  H.  F.  Home,  Esq.,  London; 
Frederick  Salmon,  Esq.,  London ;  John  Francis,  Esq. 
Market  Harborough ;  Samnel  Bucknill,  Esq.,  Rugby; 
John  W.  Wilton,  Esq.,  Gloucester;  John  Collier, 
Esq.,  Brackley;  Thomas  Collier,  Esq.,  Towcester; 
W.  Price,  Esq.,  Leeds;  Jonathan  Toogood,  M.D., 
Bridgwater;  JohnNedham,  Esq.,  Leicester ;  Thomas 
Paget,  Esq.,  Leicester  ;Dr.  Shaw,  Leicester ;  T.W.  Starr, 
M.D.,  Kettering;  W.  G.Porter,  Esq.,  Peterborough; 
Wm.  Bndd,  M.D.,  Bristol;  Benjamin  Dulley,  Esq., 
Wellingborough  ;  Andrew  Fennie,  Esq.,  Welling* 
borough;  Wm  Wootton,  Esq.,  Harrold;  Theodore 
Boisragon,  M.D.,  Cheltenham;  Geo.  Cowley,  Esq., 
Window,  Bucks;  Henry  Veasey,  Esq.,  Woburn; 
Edward  Thompson,  Esq.,  Daventry;  Robt.  C.  Hurst, 
Esq.,  Bedford;  Edward  Welshman,  Esq.,  Southern; 
W.  Coughson,  Esq.,  Kettering;  John  Sutton,  Esq., 
Greenwich ;  R.  Jones,  Esq.,  Brackley ;  R.  B.  Wal- 
cott,  Esq.,.Londo»i  T.  Herbert  Barker,  Esq.,  Bedford ; 
Isaac  Hurst,  Esq.,  Bedford;  George  Witt,  M.D., 
Bedford;  Robert  Storrs,  Esq.,  Doucaster;  Sir  G. 
Levefre,  London;  Henry  Giles,  Esq.,  Stourbridge; 
Wm.  A.  Elston,  Esq.,  Bridgnorth;  A.  Robertson, 
M.D.,  Northampton;  H.  Kerr,  MJD.,  Northampton; 
Edward  Wallace,  Esq.,  Carshalton ;  T.  Martin,  Esq., 
Reigate. 

In  consequence  of  the  lamented  death  of  the  late 
President,  Mr.  Hey,  Da.  Hastisos,  the  President  of 
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the  Council,  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  proceeded  to 
address  the  meeting  as  follows: — 

Gentlemen*— 

In  consequence  of  the  lamented  death  of  our  Pre- 
sident, Mr.  Hey,  it  becomes  my  painful  duty,  as 
President  of  the  Council,  to  open  the  proceedings  at 
this  Anniversary  Meeting.  And  it  would  ill  become 
me  to  pass  by, without  notice,  the  mournful  event  which 
lias  deprived  yon  of  the  services  of  one  who  was  in 
every  way  worthy  to  occupy  so  distinguished  a  post. 

There  is  no  name  in  the  annals  of  British  Surgery 
more  calculated  than  that  of  Hey  to  awaken  emotion 
in  the  hearts  of  those  who  feel  warmly  for  the  success- 
ful prosecution  of  our  noble  art.  The  father  of  our 
late  President  shone  forth  as  a  bright  star  in  the 
horizon,  and  the  history  of  his  labours  still  sheds  a 
lustre  of  no  ordinary  splendour  around  his  descendants. 
Paternity  alone  therefore  would  have  secured  forjjour 
late  President  respect  and  regard ;  but  he  had  still 
higher  claims  as  a  successful  prosecutor  of  science,  and 
was  united  to  you  by  nearer  and  more  endearing  ties. 
He  won  your  affection  and  gratitude  by  displaying  no 
ordinary  zeal  for  the  success  of  this  flourishing  Asso- 
ciation, which  he  considered  "  as  constituting  a  new 
era  in  the  medical  history  of  the  provinces,  by  eliciting 
talent,  by  propagating  zeal  in  every  department,  and 
generally  by  raising  the  character  of  the  profession." 

I  feel  confident  that  no  member  who  was  present  at 
Leeds,  and  witnessed  our  delightful  re-union  there,  can 
have  forgotten  the  simplicity,  the  modesty,  and  yet  the 
surpassing  dignity  with  which  Mr.  Hey  presided  over 
the  sittings,  and  thus  led  you  peacefully  and  harmo- 
niously through  your  arduous  labours.  These  consi- 
derations must  add  poignancy  to  the  regret  that  he  is 
not  amongst  us  this  day  to  invigorate  our  exertions,  to 
share  the  joy  which  all  must  feel,  that  the  Association 
goes  on  prospering  and  to  prosper,  and  to  wish  us  God 
speed  in  our  onward  course. 

Requiescat  in  pace 
Tivit  post  funera  virtus. 

'  The  Association  has  also  sustained  another  heavy 
bereavement  during  the  past  year  in  the  death  of  one 
of  our  Vice-Presidents,  the  venerated  Dr.  Barlow j  and 
although  I  incur  the  risk  of  detaining  you  longer  than 
ifee  formal  resignation  of  the  chair  would  seem  to 
Implr,  I  must  seize  the  opportunity  of  recording  very 
briefly  a  few  particulars,  which  are  known  only  to 
snyself,  relative  to  the  share  which  my  esteemed  friend 
took  in  founding  this  Association. 

The  Midland  Reporter,  which  commenced  in  1828, 
was  the  forerunner  of  this  Association,  and  one  of  the 
most  gratifying  results  of  the  establishment  of  that 
periodical  was  the  introduction  which  it  afforded  me  to 
my  medical  brethren,  and  to  it  I  am  indebted  for  my 
acquaintance  with  Dr.  Bsrlow. 

That  acquaintance,  by  degrees,  ripened  into  friend- 
ship; and  in  March,  1882,  I  consulted  him  as  to  the 
practicability  of  forming  an  extensive  Association  for  the 
advancement  of  Medical  Science  in  the  provinces, 
laving  its  centre  in  the  midland  district.  Dr.  Barlow 
estared  enthusiastically  into  the  plan,  and  Jie  replied 


to  my   letter   by   return  of  post,  saying—"  I  have   ■ 
received  your  prospectus,  and  have  no  hesitatiou  is 
expressing  my  cordial  approval  of  the  design,  or  in 
tendering  you  such  assistance  as  I  can  in  any  way 
render." 

In  a  few  days  he  again  addressed  me,  stating  that 
he  had  conversed  with  several  of  his  medical  brethren 
in  Bath  and  Bristol  relative  to  the  project,  and  found,  ■ 
almost  without  exception,  a  strong  desire  evinced  to 
become  members  of  such  an  Association.  He  even 
suggested  that  I  should  at  once  go  down  to  Bristol, 
and  unfold  the  scheme  to  a  meeting  of  the  profession 
there,  for  he  said — *  My  belief  is,  that  by  adopting 
this  plan,  the  project  would  be  formed  at  once,  under 
favourable  auspices,  and  that  associates,  in  abundance, 
would  afterwards  flock  in  for  their  own  sakes.  Indeed,  so 
obvious  and  indisputable  are  the  ad  vantages,  that  I  would 
consider  all  solicitation  superfluous.  Certain  influential 
individuals  I  would  solicit,  but  the  great  body  of 
practitioners  I  would  leave  to  their  own  impulse.  The 
Association  must  exert  a  certain  and  powerful  attraction, 
and,  as  vet,  I  cannot  perceive  in  your  scheme  a  single 
repellent  point" 

All,  however,  was  not  so  smooth ;  and  Dr.  Barlow 
wrote  to  me,  on  the  22nd  of  April,  a  more  guarded 
communication,  in  which  he  states — "  I  am  not  able 
to  arrive  at  clear  conceptions,  so  as  to  satisfy  my  own 
mind  on  what  your  useful  design  ought  to  embrace,  or 
how  it  could  best  be  organized.  On  the  principle, 
I  could  decide  promptly  and  with  unhesitating  approval; 
in  the  details,  I  have  from  the  first  anticipated  some 
difficulty,  although  none  of  which  intelligence,  energy, 
and  right  feeling,  such  as  you  evince,  may  not  suc- 
cessfully obviate.  The  encouragement  which  you 
receive  is  highly  gratifying,  and  I  hail  it  as  a  pledge 
that,  from  the  profession  generally,  you  will  meet  with 
support  fully  adequate  for  realising  your  purpose, 
however  portions  of  it  may  yield  themselves  to 
unfavourable  bias." 

From  the  date  of  this  letter  until  the  time  of  holding 
the  first  meeting  at  the  Worcester  Infirmary,  on  the 
19th  of  July,  I  was  in  frequent  communication  with 
Dr.  Barlow,  and  we  discussed  freely  the  principles  on 
which  the  Association  should  be  founded,  and  espe- 
cially aimed  at  simplicity  in  framing  the  code  of  laws. 
The  result  was  the  formation  of  the  Association  at 
Worcester,  and  the  unanimous  adoption,  with  very 
little  alteration,  of  the  code  of  laws  that  had  been 
agreed  upon  between  us,  and  which  laws  have  remained 
almost  unchanged  to  the  present  time.  I  cannot  resist 
making  one  more  quotation  from  my  friend's  letters,  in 
order  to  show  you  the  impression  produced  on  his 
mind  by  the  first  meeting. 

He  says,  "I  must  first  congratulate  you  on  the 
signal  success  of  your  project,  which  I  consider  as 
fully  established;  nothing  could  be  more  decisive  than 
the  evidence  furnished  by  Thursday's  attendance,  and 
the  whole  proceedings  of  the  day  must  have  gratified 
you  highly.  Notwithstanding  my  constitutional  disin- 
clination to  public  assemblages  and  festive  revels,  it 
was  to  me  a  day  of  peculiar  pleasure."  i  .    * 

I  shall  not  pursue  the  subject  I ortfaar*  but  ahiill  be 
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satisfied  if  I  have  succeeded  in  doing  an  act  of  justice  to 
my  departed  friend,  by  showing  how  deeply  interested 
he  vsas  in  the  success  of  this«Institution  in  its  nascent 
state,  end  how  successfully  he  devoted  himself  in  so 
forming  it  as  to  become  in  after  years  Tigorons  and 
flourishing.  I  need  not  go  farther;  you  know  the  rest 
If  you  are  Ignorant  on  this  matter  the  records  of  our 
Association  will  inform  you,  for  they  say  of  him, 
Semper  honos  nomenque  tuum 
laudesque  manebunt 

It  now  only  remains  that  I  should  resign  this  chair 
to  you,  Dr.  Robertson,  which  I  do  with  unfeigned  gra- 
tification. 

It  is  now  nearly  thirty  years  since  we  wandered 
together,  when  students,  on  the  Scottish  cliffs ;  and 
looking  forward  with  prospective  eye  to  future  years 
we  agreed  to  hare  occasional  meeting*  in  which  we 
might  talk  over  the  past  and  dip  into  medical  lore. 
Happy  is  it  that  we  meet  so  suspiciously  together  on 
the  present  occasion.  Happy  am  I  to  see  you  in  so 
elevated  a  position,  and  worthy  to  be  seated  in  a  chair 
which  has  been  successively  filled  by  distinguished 
predecessors. 

De.  Robeetson,  the  President,  having  taken  the 
chair,  rose  and  read  the  following  address. 

THE  PRESIDENT'S  ADDEESS. 

Gentlemen,— My  first  and  most  pleasing  duty  on 
taking  the  chair  is  to  thank  you  for  your  attendance  on 
this  occasion ;  and,  in  the  name  of  our  Local  Council, 
as  well  as  my  own,  to  bid  such  of  you  as  come  from  a 
distance  a  cordial  welcome  to  the  small  but  central 
town  of  Northampton. 

Gentlemen,  I  will  not  attempt  to  express  my  feeling* 
at  being  called  upon  to  preside  over  this  great  Asso- 
ciation. The  pride  and  pleasure  naturally  inspired  by 
such  a  high  honour  are, on  the  present  occasion,  damped 
and  repressed  by  serious  misgivings  on  my  own  part  as 
to  my  fitness  to  discharge  the  duties  of  this  chair  in 
the  way  in  which  they  ought  to  be  discharged ;  or— I 
may  add— in  the  way  in  which  they  have  been  dis- 
charged, in  past  years,  by  my  distinguished  pre. 
decessors. 

But,  though  silent  on  the  subject  of  my  own  feelings, 
I  should  ill  discharge  my  duty  if  I  did  not  express, 
in  warm  and  emphatic  language,  my  gratitude,  in 
common  with  that  of  my  medical  brethren  of  this  town 
and  neighbourhood,  for  the  honour  you  have  done  to 
the  whole  profession  of  this  district  by  selecting  North- 
ampton as  your  present  place  of  meeting.  The  value 
of  the  compliment  thus  paid  is  greatly  enhanced  in  our 
estimation  by  the  fact,  that  our  small  and  compa- 
ratively unimportant  town  has  few  attractions,  and  but 
little  to  recommend  it,  except  its  midland  and  acces- 
sible situation.  We  cannot,  like  Oxford,  boast  of 
splendid  colleges,  and  venerable  halls,  bearing  the 
impress  of  hoar  antiquity ;  or  extensive  libraries, 
stored  with  the  accumulated  learning  of  centuries.  We 
cannot,  like  York,  point  to  a  superb  Minster,  denot- 
ing the  eye  with  its  beauty,  and  filling  the  imagination 
with  its  vastness;  a  majestic  combination  of  the  ger- 
sjfcous,  the  solemn,  and  the  sublime ;  and  forming  as  a 


whole  one  of  the  most  magnificent  fanes  ever  reared  by 
man  to  the  honour  of  the  living  and  true  God.  We 
cannot,  like  our  brethren  at  Liverpool,  point  to  a  nobler 
and  navigable  river,  with  spacious  docks  and  counties* 
shipping,— the  apparatus  of  a  gigantic  commerce.  Nor 
can  we  gratify  the  curiosity  of  strangers  with  the 
miracles  of  machinery  that  are  to  be  met  with  at  Man- 
chester, that  great  metropolis  of  manufactures.  We 
have  nothing  within  our  precincts  to  rival  the  massive 
Cathedral  of  Exeter,  « the  capital  of  the  west ;"  or  the 
striking  scenery  of  its  beautiful  environs.  We  have,  I 
regret  to  say,  no  museum  of  natural  history ;  no 
botanic  garden,  no  philosophical  societies,  like  other 
towns  where  the  Association  has  heretofore  met.  And 
yet,  gentlemen,  our  neighbourhood  is  not  devoid  of 
interest,  nor  destitute  of  objects  calculated  to  allure  an* 
gratify  enlightened  taste.  The  business  of  the  Asso- 
ciation will  almost  wholly  absorb  the  two  days  set  apart 
for  our  annual  meeting ;  but  if  any  of  you  can  afford 
to  prolong  your  stay  when  the  meeting  is  over,  and 
devote  two  or  three  days  to  recreation,  I  venture  tft. 
assure  yon  that  you  might  spend  the  time  with  both 
pleasure  and  profit.  v 

First,  you  might  have  the  high  gratification  of 
inspecting  Althorp,  only  six  miles  from  our  town,, 
the  country  seat  of  Earl  Spencer;  a  mansion  rich, 
in  the  treasures  of  the  fine  arts,  but  more  especially 
noted  for  the  celebrated  library  collected  by  the  muni- 
ficence of  the  late  Earl  Spencer,  "  a  name  dear  to* 
letters."  It  is,  I  believe,  the  finest  private  library  in* 
(he  kingdom;  and  besides  works  in  every  deeesAnnafc 
of  literature,  contains  rare  books,  and  rare  editions  of 
books,  to  an  almost  incalculable  amount*  In  an  oppo^ 
site  direction,  eight  miles  distant,  you  might  visit 
Castle  Ashby,  a  fine,  imposing,  baronial-looking 
structure,  the  residence  of  the  Marquis  of  Northamp- 
ton, the  accomplished  President  of  the  Royal  Society  $ 
a  nobleman  whose  love  of  science,  and  courtesy  to  men 
of  letters,  are  the  theme  of  general  praise.  The  Castl* 
stands  on  an  eminence  of  considerable  height,,  andf 
looks,  on  one  side,  upon  a  noble  avenue  of  trees,, 
leading  to  an  extensive  chase ;  while  on  the  other  is 
oonnnands  a  rich  and  varied  prospect  of  rural  seeneryy 
interspersed  with  spires,  and  towers,  and  towns,  to  the- 
extent  of  many  miles. 

But  it  would  be  tedious  to  speak  of  the  noblemen* 
and  gentlemen's  seats  with  which  Northamptonshire" 
is  thickly  studded.  As  a  county  it  has  been  quaintly 
said  to  be  remarkable  for  *  Springs,  Spires,  ami 
Squires."  Of  the  springs,  I  shall  have  occasion  to> 
speak  by  and  bye.  As  to  the  spires,  I  shall  only  ssy> 
that  the  lovers  of  ecclesiastical  architecture  will  find  a 
rich  treat  in  almost  every  part  of  the  county ;  more> 
especially  at  Brixworth  and  Earls  Barton,  which  are 
considered  by  antiquaries  the  oldest  specimens  of 
church  architecture  in  the  kingdom.  Of  the  squires, 
although  highly  respectable,  and  many  of  them  of 
ancient  lineage,  it  would  be  foreign  to  my  purpose  to 
speak  in  this  place.  It  will  be  mere  consonant  witb> 
the  sim  and  scope  of  this  address  if  I  notice  a  row 
Individuals,  famous  in  their  day  and  generation,  who> 
have  been  identified  with  Northamptonshire  as  native* 
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or  resident!.  Dryden  the  poet,  the  great  muter  of 
modern  verse,  was  a  native  of  this  county.  He  was 
born  at  AWwincle,  near  Thrapston,  in  the  year  1651. 
The  family  is  still  in  existence,  and  their  present 
worthy  representative,  Sir  Henry  Dryden,  is  at  this 
moment  the  High  Sheriff  of  our  county.  Benjamin 
Franklin,  the  American  philosopher  and  statesman, 
unquestionably  one  of  the  most  remarkable  men  of 
his  age,  was  the  descendant  of  a  family  that  for  gene- 
rations had  given  blacksmiths  to  the  village  of  Ecton, 
in  this  neighbourhood.  Dr.  Percy,  Bishop  of  Dromore, 
the  friend  of  Dr.  Johnson,  and  the  collector  of  the 
celebrated  u  Reliques  of  Ancient  English  Poetry," 
was  a  resident  clergyman  of  this  county  for  several 
years.  An  excellent  portrait  of  the  good  Bishop  is  to 
be  seen  in  the  collection  of  his  grandson,  Ambrose 
Isted,  Esq.,  in  this  immediate  vicinity.  The  Rev. 
James  Hervey,  the  popular  author  of  the  "  Meditations," 
was  born  at  Hardingstone,  close  to  our  town,  and  was 
the  incumbent  of  Weston  Favell,  two  miles  eastward 
from  Northampton,  when)  he  died  in  the  year  1758,  at 
the  age  of  forty-five.  He  was  a  most  amiable  and 
sincere  man,  and  his  late  residence  is  to  this  day  an 
object  of  great  attraction  aith  the  religious  world. 
The  celebrated  David  Garrick,  though  not  a  native  of 
the  county,  was  a  frequent  visitor  at  Altborp  and 
other  great  houses.  At  Abington  Abbey,  a  mile  and 
a  half  eastward  from  the  town,  there  is  a  .fine  tree  to 
be  seen,  bearing  the  inscription  that  it  was  "  planted  in 
the  year  1778,  by  David  Garnet,  as  a  growing  proof 
of  his  friendship"  for  the  hospitable  owner  of  the 
mansion.  I  shall  close  these  passing  memoranda  by 
mentioning  that  Akenside,  the  poet,  was  a  physician 
in  Northampton  a  hundred  years  ago.  His  success, 
however,  did  not  come  up  either  to  his  talents  or 
expectations ;  so  that  after  a  short  residence  here  he 
migrated  to  the  metropolis,  then,  as  now,  the 
great  arena  of  professional  enterprise,  emulation,  and 
ambition. 

Among  the  places  in  the  vicinity  of  Northampton 
worthy  of  the  notice  of  strangers  I  must  not  omit  to 
mention  0!ney,r— a  small  town,  but  rendered  inter- 
esting, and  indeed  classical,  by  having  been  the  resi- 
dence o(  Cowper,  the  poet.  In  a  garden  there,  you  are 
still  shown  the  summer-house  in  which  he  wrote  "The 
.Task,"— a  delightful  poem  that  will  last  as  long  as  the 
English  language.  He  has  skilfully  worked  the  prin- 
cipal  scenery  of  the  neighbourhood  into  that  celebrated 
performance.  Most  of  you  must  be  familiar  with  the 
graphic  commencement  of  the  4th  book,  describing  the 
arrival  of  the  postman : 

"Hark !  'tis  the  twanging  horn  o'er  yonder  bridge 

That,  with  its  wearisome  but  needful  length 

Bestrides  the  wintry  flood,  in  which  the  moon 

Sees  her  unwrinkled  face  reflected  bright" 

It  Is  thus  the  long,  narrow,  and  irregular  old  bridge 

over  the  River  Ouse  is  delineated.    But  alas!  for  the 

perishable  nature  of  objects  dear  to  the  antiquary  and 

to  the  muse !    The  bridge  thus  tunefully  described  has 

been  removed  of  late  years,  and  has  been  replaced,  in 

conformity  with  the  Utilitarian  taste  of  this  age,  by  a 

structure  certainly  more  convenient,  but  much  less 


picturesque,  and  less  poetical  in  its  associations,  than 
its  ancient  predecessor. 

Twelve  miles  to  the  northward  of  Northampton  we 

come  to  the  memorable  field  of  Naseby,  where,  very 

nearly  two  hundred  years  age,  the  ill-fated  Charles  the 

First  was  irretrievably  defeated  by  Cromwell ;  an  event 

whioh  ultimately  lost  the  unfortunate  sovereign  his 

crown  and  life,  and  led  to  the  temporary  overthrow  of 

the  church  and  monarchy  in  these  realms.    On  the 

highest  part  of  the  battle-field  there  is  placed  a  lofty 

obelisk,  erected  about  twenty  years  ago  by  the  Lord 

and  Lady  of  the  Manor  of  Naseby,  and  bearing  the 

following  judicious  and  temperate  inscription  :<— 

"  To  Commemorate 

thst  great  and  decisive  battle 

fought  in  this  field, 

on  the  XIV  day  of  June,  MDCXLV, 

between  the  Royalist  army 

commanded  by  his  Majesty 

King  Charles  the  First, 

and  the  Parliamentary  forces 

headed  by  the  Generals  Fairfax  and  Cromwell, 

which  terminated  fatally 

for  the  Royal  cause, 

led  to  the  subversion  of  the  Throne, 

the  Altar,  and  the  Constitution, 
and  for  years  plunged  this  Nation 
into  the  horrors  of  Anarchy 
and  Ciril  war; 
leaving  a  useful  lesson  to  British  Kings, 
never  to  exceed  the  bounds 
of  their  just  prerogative  ; 
and  to  British  Subjects, 
never  to  swerve  from  the  allegiance 
due  to  their  legitimate  Monarch." 
About  midway  between  Naseby  Field  and  Northampton 
stands  the  palace  of  Holdenby,  now  almost  a  ruin.     It 
was  here,  and  at  Carisbrooke  Castle,  in  the  Isle  of 
Wight,  that    King   Charles  endured  his  lengthened 
captivity.    This  palace  was  built  by  Sir  Christopher 
Hatton,  Privy  Councillor  and  Chancellor  to   Queen 
Elizabeth,  to  whom  he  afterwards  sold  It   It  is  beauti- 
fully situated  on  a  commanding  height,  and  is  an 
object  of  interest  to  most  tourists. 

To  such  of  you  as  are  fond  of  Archaeology  it  will  be 
gratifying  to  hear  that  Northamptonshire  is  pretty  rich 
in  Roman  remains.  The  most  remarkable  of  these 
are  to  be  found  at  Burrow  Hill,  near  Daventry;  at 
Arbury  Hill,  nearCatesby;  at  Lilburn,  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Lutterworth  ;  and  at  Chipping  Warden,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Banbury.  Moreover,  the  Watling'- 
street-road,  the  Via  Vitelliana  of  the  Romans,  and 
which  is  believed  by  antiquaries  to  have  been  an 
ancient  British  road  for  centuries  before  the  Romans 
were  lords  of  this  island,  traverses  the  county  in  its 
entire  breadth,  running  nearly  straight  from  Stnuey 
Stratford  to  the  vicinity  of  Lutterworth.  Its  transit 
across  the  county  is  almost  coincident  with  the  line  of 
the  London  and  Birmingham  Railway;  a  modern 
work  which  need  not  shrink  from  a  comparison  with  the 
greatest  public  works  of  ancient  Rome ;  a  work,  I 
might  add,  undertaken  with  Roman  spirit,  carried  on. 


THE  PRESIDENT'S  ADDRESS. 


V* 


wijh  Roman  perseverance,  and  accomplished  by  more 
than  Roman  resources  of  science  and  money.  I  may 
further  mention,  that  within  an  easy  walk  of  North- 
ampton is  situated  Clifford  Hill,  well  known  to  hare 
been  a  Roman  specula,  or  signal  station.  It  is  a 
conical  eminence  of  some  height,  rising  abruptly  in  the 
yalley  of  the  Nen,  as  if  it  had  been  tossed  thither  from 
a  distance,  or  upheaved  by  some  partial  convulsion  of 
nature.  What  striking  changes  are  brought  about  by 
time !  If  we  give  the  reins  to  imagination,  and  trans- 
port ourselves  back  to  the  commencement  of  the 
Christian  era,  we  might  conceive  of  Clifford  HiU  as  a 
solitude  "  stern  and  wild,"  and  fancy  we  heard  the 
heavy  tread  of  the  sentinel  stalking  "  his  lonely 
round"  on  its  naked  summit.  Perhaps  this  solitary 
watchman  belonged  to  one  of  those  invincible  Legion, 
that  had  subjugated  the  world,  so  far  as  the  world  was 
then  known;  or  perhaps  he  might  be  one  of  the 
famous  Pratorian  Guards,  whose  duty  it  was  to  pro- 
tect the  Emperor,  and  who  did  protect  him  by  per- 
mitting no  violence  to  him,  except  their  own !  They 
were  virtually  the  masters  of  the  irorld;  for  they  not 
unfrequently,  as  their  caprice  or  ferocity  dictated, 
bestowed  the  diaoem  and  the  purple  on  whomsoever 
they  pleased.  "  Eripitur  persona,  manet  res ;"— man 
perishes;  but  nature  endures  from  age  to  age !  Clifford 
Hill  stands  now  where  it  did ;  but  if  you  were  to  visit 
it  at  present,  the  chances  are,— instead  of  the  ideal 
footfall  of  the  Roman  sentinel,  you  would  hear  the 
actual  sounds  of  music  and  of  song  proceeding  from 
some  festive  party,  who  have  rowed  down  the  river, 
and  disembarked  upon  the  airy  steep,  to  celebrate  their 
summer  holiday. 

But  I  now  hasten,  as  more  in  accordance  with  the 
•objects  of  oar  Association,  to  give  a  cursory  glance  at 
4he  topography  of  Northamptonshire,  and  a  brief 
■account  of  its  principle  diseases. 

The  county  of  Northampton  is  no  less  than  sixty, 
six  miles  in  length,  while  it  is  only  about  twenty  in 
breadth  at  any  one  part  Extending  from  south-west 
to  north-east,  it  may  be  said  to  be  inserted  like  a  wedge 
into  the  very  heart  of  the  midland  counties,  and  comes 
in  contact  with  no  leas  than  nine  of  them— to- wit: 
Bedford,  Buckingham,  Oxford,  Warwick,  Leicester, 
Rutland,  Lincoln,  Cambridge,  and  Huntingdon.  The 
general  surface  of  the  county  is  very  undulating  and 
unequal.  Its  western  end  is  high  ground,  indeed,  the 
highest  In  the  kingdom;  but  as  we  advance  eastward, 
it  gradually  declines  by  an  imperceptible  slope,  till  it 
i  almost  a  dead  level,  and  loses  itself  in  the 
of  Lincolnshire  and  Cambridgeshire.  The  high 
ground  bordering  upon  Oxfordshire  and  Warwickshire 
may  be  said  to  resemble  the  thick  end  of  the  wedge, 
while  its  thin  edge  is  represented  by  the  flat  ground  in 
the  far-east  around  the  city  of  Peterborough.  In 
proof  that  the  western  portion  of  the  county  contains 
the  highest  table-land  of  the  kingdom,  I  may  cite  the 
fact  that  three  considerable  rivers,  namely,  the  Nen, 
the  Welland,  and  the  Avon,  take  their  rise  there.  They 
have  their  source  in  Naseby  Field,  before  referred  to. 
The  first— to  wit,  the  Nen,  on  leaving  the  parent 
spring,  takes  a  southerly  course  as  far  as  Northampton ; 


it  then  turns  to  the  east,  and  ultimately  faty*  into  the 
North  Sea.  .  The  second,  viz.,  the  Welland,  flows 
north-eastward  by  Harborougb,  Rockingham,  and 
Stamford,  and  finally  discharges  itself  into  the  same 
sea  by  the  estuary  called  the  Wash*  The  Avon  pur* 
sues  a  contrary,  that  is  to  say,  a  westerly  direction, 
passes  by  Rugby,  now  so  distinguished  for  its  great 
school,  and  after  washing  the  outworks  of  the  time* 
honoured  castle  of  Warwick,  and  winding  gracefully 
around  the  birth-place  of  the  immortal  Shakspeara 
at  Stratford,  continues  its  course  till  it  falls  into  the 
Severn  at  Tewkesbury,  and  ultimately  meets  the 
waters  of  the  Atlantic.  The  ground  at  the  south- 
western extremity  of  the  county,  between  Brackley 
and  Banbury,  is  quite  as  high  as  Naseby  Field,  for 
there  also  two  rivers  take  their  rise;  one  of  which,  the 
Charwell,  flows  westward  by  the  city  of  Oxford,  and 
ultimately  joins  the  Thames;  while  the  other,  the 
great  river  Ouse,  runs  eastward  by  Buckingham,  New- 
port Pagnel,  and  Bedford,  and  falls  into  the  German 
Ocean, at  Lynn,  in  Norfolk. 

As  might  be  expected  from  the  great  elevation  of 
Northamptonshire  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  its  air  is 
keen  and  bracing.  But  it  is  too  stimulating  for  weak 
lungs ;  and  the  county,  at  least  the  western  part  of  it, 
is,  in  consequence,  by  no  meant  a  fit  residence  for 
pulmonary  invalids.  I  have  long  had  occasion  to 
remark  and  to  deplore  the  great  frequency  of  phthisis 
in  this  midland  district  How  truly  does  it  realize  the 
forcible  words  of  Gregory  in  his  *  Conspectus  Medi- 
cinal Theoretics  1"  "  H«c  pestis,  ateva,  atrox,  atque 
insensibilis,  teneros  et  amabilea  depascens,  ca>de  et 
luctu  patriam  implet" 

But  it  is  not  the  keenness  of  the  air  alone  that 
generates  the  consumptive  diathesis;  the  habits  and 
employments  of  the  people  tend  to  produce  the  same 
deleterious  result.  In  all  the  town,  and  most  of  the 
villages  throughout  this  county,  the  bulk  of  the  artisans 
are  busied  in  sedentary  employments,  the  men  In 
making  boots  and  shoes,  and  the  women,  and  even 
children,  in  binding  shoes  and  making  lace.  They 
are  often  huddled  together  in  confined  apartments. 
They  breathe  a  heated  and  contaminated  atmosphere  all 
day;  and  at  nightfall,  when  jaded  with  their  day's  work, 
they  turn  out  to  seek  exercise  or  amusement  in  the 
open  air,  they  may  be  seen  frequently  sauntering 
about,  or  standing  in  groups  at  the  corners  of  the 
streets,  exposed  to  the  chill  and  damp  ot  the  evening. 
What  wonder  that,  with  such  habits,  exasperated  in  too 
many  instances  by  baneful  and  beastly  intoxication, 
glandular  obstructions,  tubercular  deposit,  or  visceral 
congestions,  should  be  the  frequent  sequel  t  It  appears 
to  me,  beyond  doubt,  that  struma,  in  its  various  modi- 
fications, is  the  great  endemic  of  this  part  of  England* 

Nor  do  the  agricultural  labourers  escape  much  better 
than  the  artizans,  although  their  employments  art 
widely  different.  In  them,  however,  the  evil  influence) 
ot  cold  and  damp  displays  itself  under  a  different 
phasic.  Rheumatism,  dyspepsia,  and  diseases  of  the 
heart,  are  their  general  scourge. ,  At  our  infirmary  we 
have  a  pretty  wide  field  of  observation,  and  it  is  aston- 
ishing how  often  the  agricultural  population,  who  seek 
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sssi  stance  from  its  ever-open  doors,  are  the  victims  of 
rheumatism,  and  of  those  abpormal  conditions  of  the 
heart  which  rheumatism  is  apt  to  bring  with  it.  Fane- 
tional  disorder  of  the  stomach  and  organic  disease  of 
the  lifer  are  *I*o  of  frequent  occurrence.  All  these, 
I  suspect,  are  traceable  chiefly  to  the  great  keenness 
of  the  air,  oombined  with  damp.  Cold  singly,  or 
damp  singly,  may  be  successfully  resisted  by  the 
human  frame;  but  when  they  act  in  concert  they 
constitute  the  "  pestilenoe  that  walketh  by  night,"— 
ell,  at  least,  what  w  know  of  pestilence  in  this  tern. 
perate  climate.  I  may  also  observe  that  the  subsoil 
of  the  greater  part  of  Northamptonshire  is  a  stiff  day, 
that  greatly  and  grievously  detains  the  wet  The 
Abundance  of  graaing  land  also,  and  the  Tory  luxu- 
riance of  the  foliage  and  of  vegetation,  all  tend  to  the 
same  end,  namely  to  foster  damp.  Hence  the  evil 
Consequences  to  the  agricultural  labourers  which  I 
have  been  describing.  In  corroboration  of  these  views 
as  to  the  noxious  effects  of  cold  and  damp,  I  may 
mention,  that  I  have  for  years  observed  the  very  fre- 
quent occurrence  of  hepatic  disorders  at  water-mills 
and  other  localities  near  to  rivers.  The  same  thing 
has  been  observed  from  time  immemorial  in  the  ex- 
tensive rice-grounds  and  alluvial  plains  of  Hindostan ; 
afbrding  proofs  of  the  "  soelera  aouarum"  on  which 
medical  writers  of  the  olden  time  used  to  ley  so  much 


Northamptonshire  is  remarkably  free  from  epide- 
mics* Cases  of  typhus,  synochua,  erysipelas,  and  the 
like,  now  and  then  occur  sporadically.  But  they  are 
generally  attributable  to  she  fault  of  the  locality  or 
the  predisposition  of  the  individuals,  and  have  never, 
within  my  recollection  of  the  neighbourhood,  (now 
extending  to  a  period  of  six-and-twenty  years,)  become 
extensively  prevalent.  In  1828,  ague  was  epidemic 
hereabouts;  but  I  believe  it  waa  equally  so,  at  that 
particular  time,  all  over  England.  In  that  instance 
it  was  surprising  to  see  how  it  smote  higher  elevations, 
even  mere  than  villages  on  a  much  lower  level.  The 
reason  of  this  curious  and  unexpected  met  probably  is, 
that  the  miasmata  producing  ague,  though  generated 
in  low  grounds,  or  swamps,  are  sure  to  rise  in  the 
atmosphere  by  their  levity,  and  are  apt  to  impinge 
against  the  neighbouring  heights.  What  the  miasmata 
precisely  are,  in  their  chemical  properties,  we  know 
not;  but,  it  is  certain,  they  attach  themselves  to  the 
hydrogen  gas  usually  evolved  in  situations  where  there 
is  stagnant  water  or  decaying  vegetable  matter.  With 
the  hydrogen,  they  rise  into  the  atmosphere,  and  often 
become  more  manifest,  as  I  have  just  said,  at  a  dis- 
tance, than  nearer  to  their  source,  as  causes  of  disease. 

But,  gentlemen,  I  must  not  pursue  these  disquisi- 
tions at  greater  length.  They  would  engross  too  much 
time,  end  interfere  wish  -she  proper  business  of  the 
^soooiation,  which  ought  now  to  be  proceeded  with. 
Respecting  that  business  I  need  say  nothing  in  the 
way  of  antitipatloii.  It  **»  sufficiently  speak  for 
itself.  But  even  abould  it  torn  out  as  uninteresting,  as 
I  firmly  Relieve  it  will  the  contrary,  we  shall  not  hare 
met  in  vain.  The  mere  met  of  our  assembling  in  this 
manner^  for  purposerpartly'  scientific  and  partly  social, 


is  infallibly  productive  of  great  benefito  to  the  paw* 
It  brings  us  together;  it  makes  us  personally 
it  enables  us  to  know,  to  appreciate,  and 
to  esteem  each  other.  It  transmutes  into  harmony, 
right  feeling,  and  mutual  regard,  those  jealonsieu> 
estrangements,  and  heart-burnings,  which  have  been 
too  long  the  reproach,  I  might  say  the  disgrace,  of  oar 
noble  profession.  The  Provincial  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Association  is  thus  gradually  bringing  about  a> 
great  and  salutary  reform;  a  reform,  too,  for  which  we 
are  not  indebted  to  the  Legislature,  nor  obliged  to  court 
the  smiles  of  any  Minister  ot  Stem.  Gentlemen,  I  aur 
second  to  no  one  in  my  anxiety  for  the  real  improve, 
mentof  our  profession;  which,  to  say  nothing  of  its  rank 
aa  a  science,  is  unquestionably  to  be  classed  aa  the 
noblest  and  best  of  the  arts.  But,  although  the  honour, 
dignity,  and  prosperity  of  the  profession,  in  all  its 
branches,  are  dear  to  my  heart,  and  although  I  do  not 
undervalue  discreet  and  well-considered  reform,  I  have 
never  been  what  is  called  a  keen  medical  reformer.  I 
have  always  folt  that  the  greatest  evils  of  the  pro* 
fession  are  such  as  no  legislation  can  reach  or  remedy. 
It  may  be  said  of  us,  aa  haa  been  said  by  some  one,  (2 
forget  whom,  for  I  quote  from  memory,)  in  a  more 
general  sense :— | 

*  How  many  ills  the  race  of  men  endure 

"  That  kings  and  laws  can  neither  cause  nor  cure!* 

I  am  alluding  here  to  the  arduous  and  responsible 
nature  of  our  duties,  and  the  unseasonable  hours  at 
which  we  are  often  called  upon  to  discharge  them ;  to> 
the  labour,  physical  and  mental,  inseparable  from  our 
anxious  career;  to  the  frequent  caprice,  not  to  any 
ingratitude,  of  patients;  to  the  inroads  of  quackery 
from  without,  and,  alas !  the  occasional  out-breakinge 
of  it  from  within,  in  members  of  our  own  fraternity, 
from  whom  better  things  might  be  expected*  To  thhi 
dark  catalogue  I  am  sorry  to  add  the  vexations  arising 
out  of  our  illiberal  conduct  to  one  another*  What 
legislation,  I  ask,  can  grapple  with  such  evils  at 
these? 

As  to  quackery,  it  must  be  left  to  the  gradually 
increasing  intelligence  of  the  age ;  for  I  firmly  betters* 
that,  like  Protetu,  no  acts  of  Parliament  and  no  i 
of  ours  can  effectually  bind  it  down.  So  long  as  I 
is  cupidity  on  the  one  hand  and  credulity  on  the  eifce? 
the  medical  imposture  is  sure  to  thrive.  It  has  ' 
said  of  the  antiquity  of  the  healing  art  u  1 
nusquam  non  est,"— an  expression  implying  that  our 
art  is  coeval  with  our  race.  Bet  if  legitimate  lasdwias 
is  ancient,  empiricism  is  scarcely  less  ancient.  Lots! 
Bacon  haa  observed  that  "  quacks  and  impostors  havw 
always  held  a  competition  with  physicians.'9  Htm 
competition,  however,  is  nothing  more  than  a  branch 
of  that  great  and  general  antagonism  perpetually  autv 
slating  between  truth  and  error  ever  since  she  world 
began.  In  our  present  imperfect  state  we  are  dooms* 
to  witness  the  painful  spectacle  of  error  frequetaxy 
confronting  truth  in  her  high  places,  and  usurping  her 
greatest  prerogatives,  just  aa  the  noxious  and  un- 
profitable weeds  are  seen  to  grow  up  side  by  side  with 
the  golden  grain.    But  let  us  not  disquiet  ourselves. 
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Aor  give  way  to  despair.  Truth  will  be  omnipotent  in 
Ae  end,  although  « fA*  storf  7*  nof  (^f ."  Truth  fc 
Immortal  and  immntable  ;— *Tlme  writes  no  wrlrfkle  I 
-on"  her'  radiant  brow."  Legitimate  medical  science, 
which  we,  in  onr  day  and  generati6n,  are  honestly  and 
labonrionsly  cultivating,  is  based  upon  and  bound  up 
with  all  truth.  Their  destiny  is  the  same;  and  their 
joint  triumph,  though  perhaps  tardy,  will  be  signal  and 
•complete.  With  this  firm  conviction,  let  us  rest  in 
hope. 

But,  Gentlemen,  although  quackery  and  the  other 
ills  I  have  described  as  inseparable  from  our  lot  are 
without  any  obvious  remedy,  surely  the  same  cannot 
tie  said  of  those  wrongs  arising  out  of  our  defective 
•conduct  to  each  other.    Here  the  check  is  in  our  own 
bands ;  and  if  we  do  not  apply  it  the  fault  is  entirely 
<rar  own.    Our  reciprocal  duties  are  neither  abstrusive 
»or  unintelligible.    To  find  them  out,  we  need  not 
Involve  ourselves  in  the  intricacies  of  medical  ethics. 
We  may  learn  them  by  the  simple  application  of  that 
great  moral  and  social  rule,  laid  down  by  Him  who 
spoke'  as  never  man  spake,  u  Whatsoever  ye  would 
that  men  should  do  unto  you,  do  ye  also  unto  them." 
A  chivalrous,  high-minded,  and  unshrinking  obedience 
to  this  golden  precept,  in  the  daily  intercourse  we  hold 
with  each  other,  would  alone  achieve  the  greatest  good 
that  could  possibly  be  conferred  upon  our  profession* 
.and  if  we  knew  the  things  which  belong  to  our  own 
peace  of  mind,  we  would  study,  individually  and  col- 
lectively,  to  bring  about  this  greatest  and  best  of  all 
reforms.    For  what  advantageth  it  if  we  attain  the 
•very  summits  of  professional  eminence,  unless  those 
summits  are  gilded  by  u  the  sunshine  of  the  breast," 
file  smiles  of  our  own  calm,  clear,  and  approving  con- 
science Y    Reputation  is  indeed  a  bubble,  if  it  is  not 
fairly  earned.    Apollo's  proudest  laurels  are  a  badge 
of  dishonour  and  disgrace,  if  they  are  come  by  at  the 
.expense  of  our  honest  but  less  fortunate  brethren. 
2>t  us  ever  recollect  that  fame  and  emolument  are  not 
4>ur  noblest  enjoyments.  Cicero,  the  most  accomplished 
moral  essayist  of  antiquity,  has  defined,  in  marked 
and  memorable  language,  our  high  position,  and  the 
^exalted  nature  of  our  duties.    M  Homines  ad  Deos 
nulla  re  propius  accedunt,  quam  salutem  hominibus 
These  words  are  familiar,  and  hare  been 
but  yet  they  cannot  be  kept  too  con. 
By  before  the  mind  if  we  wish  to  cherish  that 
for  onr  order  which  is  one  of  the  greatest 
to  honourable  conduct,  both  professional 
personal.    It  is  by  u  doing  justly"  to  our  pro. 
1  brethren— and  to  all  mankind;— by  *  loving 
ntmey,*— m  the  unwearied  exercise  of  our  Godlike 
prefoesfon;~SjMi  by  «  walking  humbly"  in  the  sight 
•of  onr  great  Creator,  like  those  that  have  to  give  an 
Recount,  that  we  shall  best  fulfil  the  beneficent  mission 
wsaieupou  we  are  sent  into  this  world. 

The  President  having'  concluded  his  address,  now 
ffrueseued  to  call  upon  the  Secretary,  Dr.  Streeten, 
4o  rend  the  Report  of  the  Council. 


KVPORT  OF  THE   COUNCIL.  ** 

In  presenting  tne  report  of  their  proceedings'  since 
the  last  Anniversary,  the  fcouncil,  before  directing 
attention1  to  the  objects  which  especially  call  for  obser- 
vation, have*  the  pleasing  duty  of  reporting  the J  con- 
tinued prosperity  of  the  Association.  Two  important 
evidences  of  this  prosperity  present  themselves  in  the 
progressive  increase  in  the  number  of  the  members, 
and  the  greater  regularity  in  the  payment  of  the  sub- 
scriptions. The  admissions  of  new  Members  to  the 
Society,  during  the  proceeding  twelve  months,  amount 
to  219;  and  the  total  number  now  on  our  lists,  including 
Honorary  and  Honorary  Corresponding  Members, 
and  the  members  of  the  Taunton  Association,  whose 
accession  will  be  this  day  announced,  is  1784.  Out 
of  so  large  a  number  there  will  always  be  found  some 
who  from  various  causes  are  backward  in  answering 
the  demands  made  upon  them,  and  possibly  some  few 
who  may  be  defaulters  without  excuse;  but  the  general 
financial  statements  of  the  last  two  or  three  years  will 
evidence  that  an  improvement  has  taken  place  in  this 
respect,  and  the  Council  tmst  that  the  evil  alluded  to 
has  had  its  rise,  for  the  most  part,  in  inadvertence  or 
misapprehension,  and  would  hope  that  it  only  requires 
to  be  pointed  out  to  be  still  further  obviated  in  future. 
Under  any  circumstances,  the  members  must  see  that 
unless  the  subscriptions  are  duly  and  regularly  paid 
the  Association  must  be  muoh  crippled  in  its  efforts! 
and  its  efficiency  for  the  purposes  for  which  It  has 
been  instituted  to  a  corresponding  amount  impaired. 

The  detailed  statement  of  accounts,  whioh  will  be 
laid  before  the  Meeting  by  the  Treasurer,  will  suffi- 
ciently explain  both  the  :inoome  of  the  Association 
and  the  manner  in  which  that  income  has  been  applied  \ 
and  it  is  only  necessary  here  to  announce  the  gross 
amount  of  the  receipts  and  expenditure :— 

£#       s.    ». 

Receipts ,.    2161     12    0    . 

Expenditure 1660      9    6| 


Balance £501      2    6f 

The  Council  will  now  proceed  to  lay  before  the 
Meeting  some  information  respecting  that  part  of  their 
proceedings  which  has  reference  to  the  publication  of 
the  Association.  A  volume  of  Transactions,  contain- 
ing the  admirable  addresses  and  some  of  the  valuable 
papers  read  at  the  last  Anniversary,  has  been  issued 
to  the  Members  as  heretofore ;  and  the  supply  of 
a  weekly  Medical  Periodical  has  been  regularly  kept 
up.  In  the  report  read  at  the  last  Anniversary  it  is 
stated,  that  "Your  Council  have  every  reason  to 
believe  they  shall  come  to  an  arrangement  with  the 
proprietors  to  continue  it  (the  Provincial  Medical  Jour- 
nal)  at  a  small  additional  cost  to  the  Association.'* 
This  arrangement  with  the  proprietors  of  the  Provin- 
cial Medical  Journal  was  entered  into,  and  the  Journal 
duly  forwarded  as  before.  At  the  expiration  of  a  lew 
wecfe*,  however*  an  application  for  a  still  former 
increase  in  the  sum  allotted  for  this  purpose  wee  made. 
The  additional  advance  on  the  sum  formerly  paid  was 
considered  insufficient  by  the  acting  proprietor,  net 
merely  to  afford  any  profit  or  adequate  ; 
for  his  trouble,  but  to  enable  him  to 
arrangements  which  were  considered  to  be  ■ 
for  conducting  the  Journal  in  an  efficient  and,  *+M K 
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factory  manner.  Alter  several  applications,  therefore, 
for  a  farther  Increase  of  the  amount  paid  for  the 
Journal^  tea*  toe  final  proposal  of  Sssms,  whiob  the 
Council  eltd  set  feel  themselves  justified  insmcedino/  to, 
the  CemaeuY  after  mature  dttiberetioa,  eame  to  the 
oonesatien  that  the  then  exieting  arrangements  between 
the  Association  and  the  proprietor*  of  the  Journal 
could  no  longer  be  earrled  ont  with  advantage  or  satis, 
faction  40  either  party!  and  that  the  objects  of  the 
Association  womld  be  beat  attained,  and  its  interesu 
consulted,  by  having  a  weekly  periodical  entirely 
under  their  own  management.  Awarding  to  the  state- 
mentewbJeh  the  Council  from  time  to  time  received,  the 
proprietors  ot  the  Journal,  ota  the  one  hand,  appeared 
to  derive  no  profit,  and  no  sufficient  remuneration  was 
allowed  to  those  who  had  the  management  of  it;  on 
the  other  hand,  the  Association,  though  contributing 
the  greatest  part,  if  not  the  a  hole  of  the  funds  neces- 
sary for  carrying  on  the  concern,  had  not,  and  could 
not  hare,  that  entire  controal  orer  it  which  wss 
desirable,  and  which,  under  the  circumstances,  they 
had  a  right  to  expect.  On  the  last  proposals  made 
by  the  acting  proprietor  being  submitted  to  them 
early  in  January  last,  the  Council  resolved,  that  after 
the  termination  of  the  volume  a  weekly  periodical 
should  be  published,  devoted  solely  and  expressly  to 
the  interests  of  the  Association,  and  with  reference  to 
the  same  objects  for  which  the  Association  was  origi- 
nally instituted.  Accordingly,  the  Journal  has  since 
this  period  been  issued  directly  under  the  cofltroul  of 
the  Council,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  arrangement  may 
have  proved  satisfactory  to  the  Members  and  advanta- 
geous to  the  Association. 

The  Council  will  now  turn  to  that  portion  of  their 
proceedings  which,  referring  to  the  important  questions 
now  under  consideration  by  the  Legislature,  are  neces- 
sarily of  more  public  interest,  and  possessed  of  higher 
claims  upon  the  attention  of  the  meeting;  It  will  be 
recollected  that  at  the  last  Anniversary  a  deputation, 
consisting  of  our  late  President,  the  respected  and 
venerated  Mr.  Hey,  (whose  loss  during  the  time  that 
he  held  the  office  the  Association  has  to  deplore,)  and 
of  many  of  the  most  eminent  members  of  the  Associa- 
tion, was  appointed,  to  obtain,  without  delay,  an  inter- 
view with  her  Majesty's  Government,  in  order  to 
explain  those  sound  principles  of  medical  legislation, 
which,  it  was  believed,  would  alone  be  satisfactory  to 
the  profession  and  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  all 
classes  of  her  Majesty's  subjects. 

With  a  view  to  the  fulfilment  of  the  objects  con- 
templated in  the  appointment  of  the  deputation,*  letter 
was  immediately  addressed  by  Mr.  Hey,  both  to  the 
Home  Secretary  and  to  Sir  Robert  Peel,  soliciting  an 
interview,  and  especially  urging  as  a  reason  why  it 
should  then  be  granted,  the  forward  state  of  prepa- 
ration in  which  the  Charter  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons,  which  has  since  appeared,  was  understood  to 
be.  It  is  with  regret  that  the  Council  have  to  inform 
the  Association  that  the  interview  so  timely  and  so 
reasonably  sought  for  was  refused  both  by  Sir  Robert 
Peel  end  by  Sir  James  Graham,  and  that  every  applica- 
tion made  by  the  Council  to  obtain  for  the  depu- 
tation access  to  her  Majesty's  Government,  both  before 
and  since  the  granting  of  the  Charier  before  mentioned, 
bus  proved  equally  unsuccessful.  Under  these  circum- 


stances, the  only  course  which  seamed  open  to  the- 
Council  was  to  draw  up  a  statement  of  the  urinejnlesv 
recognised  by  the  Association  as  theee  on  wtneti  amy 
measnrofor  the  reform  or  re*constitution  of  the  SBodioal 
profession  should  be  based ;  and  as  soon  as  the  Govern* 
ment  measure  should  be  announced,  to  place  tarn  state- 
ment in  the  hands  of  every  Member  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  A  statement  was  accordingly  drawn  op 
and  sent  to  the  Councils  of  the  several  Branch  Asso- 
ciations for  their  consideration,  and  the  necessary 
steps  were  taken  tor  distributing  it  among  the  Mem- 
bers of  Parliament. 

It  is  with  mnch  pleasure  that  the  Council  can  report 
the  progress  made  on  the  subject  of  the  providing  of 
medical  relief  for  the  sick  poor.  Since  the  last  smni- 
versary,  the  whole  question  has  undergone  aa  investi- 
gation before  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
presided  over  by  Lord  Ashley,  a  nobleman  whoaa  name) 
will  ever  be  dear  to  humanity,  and  the  recollection  of 
whose  exertions  in  the  cause  of  the  poor  and  the 
oppressed  will  long  survive,  when  the  strife  of  party  is- 
hushed,  and  those  who  have  engaged  in  it  have  passedt 
away. 

To  Lord  Ashley,  assisted  in  his  enquiries  by  tho- 
energy  and  zeal  of  an  eminent  and  respected  member 
of  our  own  profession,  Mr.  Guthrie,  we  are  indebted* 
for  the  opportunity  of  bringing  before  the  Legislature 
many  important  facts  and  statements  relative  to  tho 
medical  care  of  the  poor;  and  of  showing  the  neces- 
sity for  the  enactment  of  comprehensive  measures  for 
preserving  the  health  as  well  as  relieving  the  diseases 
of  the  labouring  population.  It  is  net,  perhaps,  too 
much  to  hope,  now  that  the  defects  and  abuses  have 
been  clearly  developed,  and  more  correct  views  on  the 
method  of  supplying  medical  relief  to  the  poor  novo 
been  pointed  out,  that  a  better  system  will  henceforth* 
be  pursued,  one  more  efficient  for  the  attainment  of  tire- 
object  professedly  sought,  and  at  the  same  time  capable- 
of  being  worked  without  detriment  and  injustice  to  the 
medical  officers  employed. 

Much  of  the  information  afforded  to  the  Committee 
was  derived  from  the  valuable  reports  published  by 
this  Association;  and  for  additional  facts,  furnished 
through  the  instrumentality  of  the  Association,  the 
Council  have  to  express  their  obligations  to  those 
gentlemen  who  forwarded  replies  to  a  series  of  ques- 
tions recently  circulated  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
information  on  the  subject. 
•  On  the  appointment  of  Lord  Ashley's  Committee, 
the  Council,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Guthrie,  nomi- 
nated two  of  their  members,  Mr.  Ceely,  of  Aylesbury, 
and  Mr.  Ramsey,  of  Gloucester,  whoee  qualifications 
for  the  task  are  well  known  to  tho  meeting,  to  rente- 
sent  the  Association  before  the  Committee;  and  in- 
order  to  give  weight  to  the  evidence  of  these  gentle- 
men, and  to  supply  them  with  facts  on  the  subject  ci* 
providing  medical  relief  for  the  poor  generally,  whether 
by  the  Poor-law  authorities,  by  public  charities,  or  by 
the  gratuitous  benevolence  of  the  members  of  the 
medical  profession,  the  series  of  questions  alluded  to 
was  drawn  up.. 

The  questions  were  sent  to  those  members  of  the 
Council  and  others,  resident  in  some  of  the  larger 
cities  and  towns,  who  it  was  thought  would,  from 
various  circumstances,  be  most  capable  of  giving  tho 
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I  of  .the  Aaaomeilonywill»  it  is  hoped,  asefet 
4»Ariagiiig«boQtaoM.<o«igei  which,  too  neoesslsios 
*sif  the  pool  to  loudly  «•&  for,  and  in  removing  loose 
of  oomplaint  which  a  large  number  of  the 
an  of '  too  medical  profession  hare  long,  and 
b  without  bop©  of  redress,  endured. 
•The  Council  hove  to  thank  Mr.  Guthrie  -also  for  his 
-obliging  attention  to  the  representatives  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, and  for  many  facilities  obtained  by  him  towards 
too  convenient  and  satisfactory  discharge  of  the  duties 
"imposed  on  them. 

■ '  •  The  precise  nature  and  extent  of  the  improvement* 
•aggested  by  Mr.  Ceely  and  Mr.  Rumsey  will  be  seen 
«jby  fferaasmg  ihefr  evidence  in  the  recently  published 
:Parisameotary  Report  of  the  minutea  of  evidence 
taken  before  the  Medical  Poor  Relief  Committee. 

-'It  may  not  however  be  amies,  on  the  present  occe- 
snon,  to  state  the  substance  of  the  recommendations  of 
4ouT  delegates,  and  to  urge  on  the  Members  of  the 
.Association  the  great  importance  of  supporting  them 
*y  etery  possible  effort,  individual  and  collective, 
^htrmg  the  interval  before  the  next  session  of  Parlfcv 
sn*nt,when  the  subject  will  probably  be  fully  discussed 
my*<the  Legislature. 

•*  The  following  are  the  heads  of  the  plan  submitted 
to  the  Parliamentary  Committee  :— 
-  -  First  That  the  provision  of  medical  aid  for  the  poor 
aw  separated  from  the  administration  of  the  Poor4aws; 
with  the  reservation  of  certain  powers  to  the  Poor-law 
Conunissionera  and  the  Boards  of  Guardians. 

Secondly.  That  the  administration  of  medical  aid 
to  combined  with  the  regulation  of  the  sanitary  con. 
Alton  of  the  labouring  population,  and  be  committed 
to  authorities,  central  and  local,  to  be  constituted 
^expressly  for  the  management  of  this  department. 

Thirdly.  That  the  expenses  of  this  public 
provision  of  medical  and  sanitary  care  be  defrayed 
out  of  funds,  distinct  from  the  poor  rates,  and  to  be 
^raised  for  the  purpose  in  every  locality. 

Fourthly.  That  an  adequate  remuneration,  equitably 
adjusted,  be  paid  to  a  sufficient  number  of  medical 
•officers,  appointed  to  take  oare  of  the  poor,  in  conve- 
niently arranged  districts. 

•  Fifthly.  That  medicines  be  supplied  to  the  skk  poor 
by  the  proposed  authorities,  the  cost  thereof  being 
^lefjayed  out  of  the  funds  before  mentioned;  and  that 
in  places  where  the  separate  provision  of  medicine  may 
*e  impracticable,  the  medical  officers  be  paid,  at  a 
fixed  rate  for  the  supply  of  the  same. 

Sixthly.  That  the  poor,  when  siok  or  hurt,  be  pro- 
vided freely  and  promptly  with  medical  aid,  no  official 
obeek  being  interposed  between  them  and  the  relief 
♦they  need ;  and  that  the  receipt  of  medical  relief  shall 
not  constitute  them  paupers. 

Too  Council  would  feel  it  to  be  their  duty  to  enlarge 
mpon  that  truly  valuable  department  of  the  Associa- 
tion, the  Benevolent  Fund,  and  urge  upon  the  members 
the  adoption  of  some  plan  by  which  its  efficiency 
lit  ho  increased  and  its  benefits  more  generally 
but  since  notice  of.  a  motion  has  .been 
which  will  bring  .the  subject  lolly  before  the 
they  deem  it  more  advisable  to  leave  it  for 
i  m  the  memben  aaaembled.    They  win, 
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therefore*,  content:  tbtomsekes  .wife   iHiaojiIiajui1ui 

vnlsttfthvan*  umnry.  aid*  '•»  rfjto  ontant  -which  the 
limited  means  afetho  riiseweol  oftehe  £imui^*e*w*Wd 
admit*  has  bectt'jgisen  to-eeveral  pnraans  etasstmg 
in  need  of  It,  aooUbe*  wswttveBMleeuun*  4hftatseuo»s>. 
tien  may  coma  to  with  aaenout,to  **•  metioav  as  bo 
submitted  to  them,,  it  is  -lu^Uy«desin*s*«>th*t  ovary 
effort  should  beenade  to  increase  the  iundeapabm  of 
being  appropriated  to  these  purposes,  so  an  to  extend 
the  operation  of  this  *ufr  e4mire^-eha*itjfj  i$he 
receipts  and  expenditure  for  the  past  yen*,  tegethcr, 
with  the  general  state  of  the  fund,  win  be  more,  parti, 
colarly  detailed  in  the  report  to  be  presented  to  the 
meeting  by  the  Central  Committee  of  Management 
when  it  will  be  found,  that  although  the  charity  k  not 
supported  to  the  extent  that  could  be  wished,  yet  that 
its  prospects  are  gradually  and  steadily  improving. 

ty  now  only  remains  for  the  Council  to  point  out  to 
the  members  pf  the  Association  the  importance  of 
continuing  in  £he  same  course  which  they  have  hitherto 
so  steadily  and  so  .prosperously  followed.  The  expe- 
rience o/  each,  succeeding  year  demonstrates  the 
excellence  of  the  constitution  originally  adopted  for 
the  Association,  anjjl  the  soundness  of  the  rules  and 
regulations  under  which  it  has  arrived  at  its  present 
condition.  Any  departure  from  these  rules,  involving 
a  change  of  principle,  should  not  be  hastily  thought 
of;  and  the  record  of  the  past  shows  that  in  our 
future  course  we  cannot  do  better  than  keep  the  same 
objects  in  view,  and  seek  the  attainment  of  them  by 
the  same  means.  The  Council  cannot  conclude  their 
report  without  expressing  their  conviction,  that  the 
Association  has  materially  contributed  towards  dif- 
fusing principles  oi  unity  and  good  feeling  amongst 
the  members  of  the  medical  profession  residing  in  the 
provinces.  It  has  formed  a  bond  ot  union  for  them, 
a  rallying  point  to  which  all  might  have  recourse. 
They  will  venture  to  entertain  the  hope  that  it  may 
become  more  and  more  worthy  of  the  confidence  and 
support  which  it  has  experienced,  and  that  it  will 
long  he  looked  up  to  as  the  means  of  extensive  good 
alike  to  the  members  of  the  profession  and  to  the 
commuuity  for  whose  benefit  the  exercise  of  the 
science  and  art  of  medicine  is  mainly  intended.  It  is 
to  this  latter  object  that  all  our  efforts  ultimately  tend, 
and  to  be  permitted  to  aid  in  the  advancement  of  that 
Divine  science  which  brings  relief  in  sickness  and 
affliction  to  suffering  humanity,  is  indeed  a  glorious 
object,  and  worthy  of  ibe  united  energies  of  the  nume- 
rous and  intelligent  members  of  this,  influential 
Association. 
Mr.  Txnnr,  sen.,  of  Northampton,  moved,— 
"  That  the  report  of  the  Council  now  read  be 
adopted  and  printed." 

Mr.  Pxjlcival,  sen.,  of  Northampton,  seconded  the 
resolution,  which  was  adopted* 
Dr.  Fa  toll,  of  Sheffield,  then  rose  to  move— 
"  That  this  meeting  is  deeply  sensible  of  the  lots 
which  the  Association .  has  sustained  since  the  last 
anniversary,  in  the  decease  of  their  President,  Mr* 
Hey  ;  and  that  they  are  desirous  of  recojrdmt}  on  this 
occasion,  those  feelings  of  esteem  and  veneration  with 
which  his  memory  must  ever  he  regarded,  and  oi  offer* 
rag  to  his  family  the  sincere  ttpraasjon  of  Mr  cot* 
sympathy." 
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•  end  eoie  that  we  proposed  thmaesolntiou*  stptesmare, 
because  it  afforded  hi»«n#pportuiiity  of  resuvdnaghis 
■enM  of  the  many  excellent- qoatitief  possessed  by  the 
late  President  ;  of  pain,  foasuiuch  at  it  reminded  him 
thst  those  qusikies,  at  exhibited  by  himself*  would  be 
teen  by  them  no  more.  There  were  several  points  in 
which  sentiments  of  esteem  and  veneration  might  well 
be  directed  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Hey.  If  they 
viewed  him  in  his  professional  character,  he  was  a 
man  well  and  intimately  versed  in  the  knowledge  of  his 
profession ;  he  exercised  his  duties  with  the  greatest 
Kindliness  of  feeling,  at  the  same  time  that  his  courtesy 
towards  his  professional  brethren  was  well  known,  but 
not  more  so  than  his  sympathy  and  kind-heartedness 
for  the  suffering  patient.  (Hear.)  The  memory  of 
his  virtues  would  ever  be  fresh  in  the  minds  of  those 
who  knew  him.  But  there  was  another  character  in 
which  his  memory  could  not  fail  of  being  esteemed : 
that  is  to  say,  be  was  a  Christian.  There  had  been  too 
long  a  ttigma  cast  upon  the  medical  profession,  in  that 

-  they  were  supposed  not  to  be  favourable  to  high  reli- 

-  gious  sentiments ;  but  the  character  of  Mr.  Hey  showed 
that  there  was  no  incompatibility  between  the  profes- 
sion of  the  highest  Christian  principle  and  of  the 
greatest  professional  eminence  (cheers) ;  and  Mr. 
Hey  was  as  distinguished  for  the  former .  as  for  the 
latter.    (Cheers.) 

Ma.  Sodbn  seconded  the  resolution  in  similar  terms. 

Mn.  Hodgson,  of  Birmingham,  then  proposed — 

"That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to  the 
President  of  the  Council,  Dr.  Hastings,  for  his  con- 
tinued and  zealous  attention  to  the  welfare  of  the 
Association." 

In  doing  so  Mr.  Hodgson  stated  that  every  Member 
of  the  Society  would  agree  with  him  that  they  were 

•  deeply  indebted  to  Dr.  Hastings  for  the  care  and  atten- 
tion he  bad  constantly  bestowed  on  the  Society. 
(Cheers.) 

Mr.  Martin,  of  Reigate,  seconded  the  resolution. 
The  PnJtsiDBNT  also  rose  and  said  that  the  Society 
was  indebted  to  Dr.  Hastings,  as  one  of  its  principal 
originators,  and  that  nothing  but  bis  incessant  labours 
up  to  the  present  period  could  have  brought  it  into  so 
flourishing  a  state.    (Cheers.) 

Dr.  Hastings,  in  reply,  said  that  his  connection 
with  the  Association  had  been  one  of  uninterrupted 
gratification,  without  alloy ;  he  had  been  gratified  in 
many  ways,  but  chiefly,  and  above  all,  by  seeing  the 
gradual,  successful,  and  powerful  growth  of  an  Associ- 
ation which,  as  the  worthy  President  had  last  year  said, 
might  be  considered  as  forming  a  new  era  in  the  history 
of  provincial  medicine.  And  in  looking  to  future  years 
it  must  be  considered  that  the  Association,  if  conducted 
with  the  same  seal  and  energy  as  hitherto,  must  be 
productive  of  the  greatest  benefits  in  assisting  the 
future  progress  of  the  medical  sciences.  In  addition  to 
the  gratification  he  derived  therefrom,  wss  the  delight 
♦with  which,  from  year  to  year,  he  had  met  bis  old 
friends— renewing  former  acquaintances,  and  creating 
new  ones,  with  whom,  under  other  circumstances,  he 
should  not  have  met.  This  circumstance  alone  had 
added  a  pleasure  to  his  professional  lilie  to  which 
-otherwise  he  wsadd  have  been  a  stranger.  Although 
•hewansjswasmstwatty  removed  from  the  more  active 
duties  of  the  Association,  as  being  its  f< 


still  there  was  on  tun-part  no  dying  away  of  t 
he  had  always  felt  in  every  detail  of  the  Socisty'*  pro- 
ceedings ;  (hear;)  and  he  trusted  that  from  year  to- 
year  he  should  show,  by  the  interest  be  felt  in  the 
Society's  affairs,  the  high  sense  he  had  entertained  of 
their  approbation.  The  deep  and  dignified  position  in 
which  they  bad  placed  him  was  a  fresh  tie  and  obliga* 
tion  upon  him,  and  he  trusted  that  on  all  occasions  he 
would  be  found  to  do  his  duty  towards  them  as 
Members  of  that  great  and  flourishing  Association. 
(Cheers.) 

Mr.  Dix,  of  Long  Buckby,  then  moved,  and  Mr. 
Maushall,  of  Moulton,  seconded— 

"That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to  the 
Council  for  the  past  year,  and  that  they  be  requested 
to  continue  their  services  with  the  following  tdditionti 
members;  and  that  they  be  empowered  to  add  to  their 
number  s— 

William  Percival,  sen.,  Esq.,  Northampton  ;  Henry 
Terry,  sen.,  Esq.,  Northampton  ;  James  Mash,  Esq., 
Northampton;  C.  W.  Beckett,  Esq.;  M.  Martin  De 
Bartolom£,  M.D.  t  W.  Jackson,  Esq. ;  Wilson  Overend, 
Esq.;  J.  T.  Porter, Esq.;  James  Ray,  Esq. ; G. Tnrton, 
Esq.  and  James  Wild,  Esq. ;  all  of  Sheffield ;  Edward 
Henesy,  M.D.,  Ludlow  ;  Edward  S.  Hughes,  M.D, 
Mold;  James  Meekness,  M.D.,  Hastings;  John 
Cardew,  M.D.,  Bath ;  Peter  Marriott,  Esq.,  Bath;  W. 
F.Rankin,  M.D.,  Ipswich;  John  Hatton,  Esq.,  Mat- 
Chester;  John  Colthurst,  Esq.,  Clifton;  Edward 
Humpage,  Esq.,  Bristol ;  6.  H.  Marshall,  Esq.,  Kington ; 
Edward  Wallace,  Esq.,  Carshalton. 
Mr.  NntfNHAM,  of  Farnham,  moved— 
"That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Association,  Dr.  Streeten,  for  his 
services  during  the  past  year." 

Dr.  Conollv,  in  seconding  this  resolution,  said  that 
every  Member  of  the  Association  was  well  acquainted 
with  the  arduous  duties  of  the  Secretary's  office,  and 
bore  testimony  to  the  kindness  and  courtesy  with 
which  at  all  times  Dr.  Streeten  had  treated  those  who 
were  in  correspondence  with  him. 

The  Prbsidbnt  also  begged  to  add  that  the  worthy 
Secretary  had  displayed  a  degree  of  punctuality  in 
business  which  had  somewhat  astonished  him ;  and 
that  therefore  he  deserved  their  best  thanks.  (Cheers.) 
Dr.  Stbbbtbn,  in  reply,  said  it  was  a  source  of 
gratification  to  him  to  find  that  he  had  given  satiafec- 
tion  to  the  Association,  the  more  especially  as,  from 
the  able  manner  in  which  the  duties  of  Secretary  had 
been  performed  by  Dr.  Hastings,  be  could  not  have 
expected  so  flattering  a  testimonial  of  approval.  He 
had  known  the  Association  from  its  commencement, 
and  had  walked  hand  in  hand  with  its  promoters; 
whatever  assistance  lay  in  bis  power  was  at  their  dis- 
posal, and  he  hoped  that  the  continued  prosperity  of 
the  Association  would  prove  that  to  the  extent  of  his 
powers  those  services  had  not  been  in  vain.  (Cheers). 

In  the  absence  of  Dr.  Shapter,  of  Exeter,  Mr. 
Nvnnblby,  of  Leeds,  moved — 

44  That  the  District  Branches  be  empowered  to  pre- 
sent for  election  to  the  general  Council  such  of  their 
members  as  msy  be  deemed  advantageous  to  the  gene* 
ral  and  local  interests  of  the  Association." 

Mr.  Nonnblbt,  in  moving  this  resolution,  rend  a 
letter  he  had  received  from  Dr.  Soapier,  s^og  cages* 
reasons  for  the  adoption  of  the  resolution*  fees*  i* 
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Wttcb  Dr.  FomBES,  who  seconded  the  ieas4etum,:fuUy 
coincided. 

TAUNTON  DEPUTATION. 

Mr.  Hiogins,  of  Taunton,  Somersetshire,  me 
and  said  that  he  attended  as  a  deputation  from 
the  Taunton  and  West  Somerset  Association,  for  the 
purpose  of  stating  that  after  making  every  inquiry  as 
to  the  conduct  and  character  of  the  Provincial  Asso- 
ciation, and  finding  that  its  object  was  in  perfect 
unison  with  their  own,  the  Taunton  Association  had 
resolved  to  join  them.  (Cheers.)  This  was  a  source 
of  peculiar  pleasure  to  him,  as  being  the  originator  of 
the  Taunton  Society;  and  he  hoped  that  ere  long 
this  powerful  and  talented  Association  would  risil  the 
locality  which  he  represented.  It  was  true  that 
Taunton  could  not  boast  of  being  a  large  town,  nor  of 
having  extensive  accommodations  or  attractions. 
Nevertheless,  it  had  many  historical  associations,  and, 
what  was  still  better,  it  boasted  of  zeal  for  the  welfare 
and  efficiency  of  the  profession—  (Cheers)  ;*- and 
would  bold  out  the  right  hand  of  fellowship,  with  a 
hearty  welcome  of  delight,  whenever  the  Association 
should  honour  them  with  a  visit.  (Cheers.) 
Dr.  Hastings  then  moved— 
"That  the  Members  of  the  Taunton  and  West 
-  Somerset  Medical  Association  be  admitted  and  en- 
rolled Members  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Association,  and  that  they  be  constituted  a  Branch 
under  the  provisions  by  which  the  Branches  of  the 
Association  are  formed." 

In  proposing  this  resolution,  Dr.  Hastings  alluded 
to  the  effect  and  working  of  the  District  Branches  as 
connected  with  the  Parent  Society.  At  first  he  had 
entertained  a  doubt  as  to  their  relative  effect;  but  he 
had  had  the  gratification  of  observing  that  in  every 
instance  the  effect  of  such  Branches  had  been  to 
increase  the  number  of  Members  in  each  locality. 
.  In  addition,  also,  to  the  moral  effect  which  an 
increase  of  Members  bestowed  on  the  Association, 
there  was  the  advantage  of  having  an  opportunity 
of  collecting,  from  various  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
the  sentiments  of  the  profession  with  regard  to 
any  particular  or  difficult  question,  engrossing  general 
attention ;  as  a  proof  of  which  he  mentioned  that  the 
Council  had  made  it  a  rule  on  all  such  occasions  to 
consult  the  Secretaries  of  the  various  District  Associa- 
tions, and  through  them  the  bulk  of  the  profession. 
He  had  at  first  suspected  that  the  Branch  Associations 
might  prove  a  drawback  to  the  Parent  Society  in  the 
item  of  expense,  but  here  also  he  had  been  agreeably 
disappointed,  for  the  total  amount  which  the  whole  of 
the  Branches  had  cost  the  Association  during  the 
past  year  was  no  more  than  j£41.  13s.,  including  the 
expenses  of  collecting  the  subscriptions.  He  was 
glad  to  hear  that  Mr.  Martin,  of  Reigate,  was 
engaged  iu  forming  a  South  Eastern  Branch,  to  which 
he  looked  for  a  large  increase  of  Members ;  and  he 
concluded  by  proposing,  with  great  pleasure,  the 
resolution  above-mentioned. 

Dr.  Black,  of  Manchester,  seconded  the  motion, 
and  said  that  be  had  no  doubt  the  Association  would 
number  2fi00  by  the  next  anniversary. .  He  did  not 
altogether  approve  of  the  provisions  of  the  Association 
.relative  to  the  enrolment  of  the  Branches,  inasmuch  as 
the*  latter  were  at  liberty  to  withdraw  3s.  out  of  their 
i  tor  local  -expenses.    Ht  wished  to  see  that  role 


ncndsshosVter.lsewiikexBW^ 
mould  not  deter  onemow  Member  f rem  joining,  while 
at  she  same  time  the  expense  to  the  Barent  Society 
would  he-done  eway  with* 
The  reactntBD*  wen  then  carried,  and— 
Dr*  Fqrmm  moved,  and  Dr.  Cowan,  seconded— 
"  That  Thomas-  D.  Mutter,  M.D„  ol  Philadelphia, 
Profeesorof  Surgery  in  JesTemon  Medical  College,  be 
appointed  en  Honorary  Corresponding  Member  of  the 
Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association." 

In  moving  this  resolution  Dr.  Forbes  said  that  Dr. 
Mutter,  who  had  recently  been  prosecuting  bis  studies 
in  London,  had  spoken  in  a  flattering  manner  of  the 
medical  profession  in  this  country,  which  was  ae  far 
satisfactory  as  coming  from  so  eminent  a  man. 


SCHOOLS  OF  PRELIMINARY  EDUCATION  FOE  THE 
8ON8  OF  MEDICAL*  MEN. 

Mr.  Maetin,  of  Reigate,  then  rose  for  the  purpose 
of  advocating  the  establishment  of  schools  for  the  sons 
of  members  of  the  profession.    He  begged  to  suggest 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Association,  in  reference  to 
the  subject  of  the  primary  or  preliminary  education  of 
their  sons,  that  anything  like  a  good  scholastic  educa- 
tion could  scarcely  be  procured  for  them  without 
incurring  a  heavy  expense.  Of  late  years,  he  observed, 
the  principle  of  co-operation  had  been  found  to  be 
effectual  in  carrying  out  plans  of  great  public  utility, 
where  private  enterprize  and  exertion  would  prove  to 
be  inefficient.    As  Instances  of  this  the  Clergy  and 
the  Navy,  the  former  at  Marlborough,  and  the  latter 
at  Camberwell,  had,  with  the  assistance  of  their  dig- 
nitaries, and  their  eminent  and  leading  men,  estab- 
lished schools  on  plans  which  would  ensure  for  their 
boys  the  best  possible  education,  at  the  cheapest  rate 
of  expense.    Whatever  might,  be  the  details  of  the 
forthcoming  bill,  on  the  subject  of  the  regulation  o- 
thejnedical  profession,  the  examining  Boards  would  no 
doubt  require  a  better  preliminary  education  in  boys 
destined  for  the  medical  profession  than  had  hitherto 
generally  been  the  case.    It  must  have  been  felt  how 
flimsy  and  superficial  had  been  the  scholastic  education 
of  many  lads  offering  as  apprentices ;  but  could  such 
schools  as  were  now  suggested,  be  established,  gentle- 
men of  the  medical  profession  might  secure  for  their 
own  boys,  whether  designed  for  their  own  profession, 
or  for  other  professions,  a   really  liberal  education, 
so  aa  to  secure  to  them,  well  disciplined,  informed, 
and  enlightened  minds,  at  a  very  moderate  charge. 
Mr.   Martin  had    long   felt  assured  that   although 
professional   education   bad  been  improved  of  late 
years  in  a  very  high  degree,  yet  that  the  importance  of 
the  basis,  the  foundation  on  which  professional  attain- 
ment was  to  be  established,  had  not  been  sufficiently 
considered  and  provided  for.    In  fact,  the  primary 
education  of  youth  in  general  was  one  of  the  most 
important  which  could  engage  the  public  attention, 
and  until   of  late,  nothing   was  so  ill  understood. 
Recently,  judicious  views  on  the  principles  of  educa- 
tion had  begun  to  prevail,  and  the  effects  of   this 
improvement  would  be  obvious  in  future  years,  and  in 
the  rising  generation.    With  regard  to  the  cost,  even 
in  the  proprietary  schools,  where  certainly  the  best 
plans  prevail,  the  school  fees  were  seldom  less  than 
from£l6tojgft)a~year,  and  the  Board  from  £40  to 
£60  -y  although  under  the  favourable  circumstances 
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e^^este*/ ftei*me;  Or* 

iri^te  <b*  obtained,  at  less  tbtn  ftralf  the  oas*en*pner- 

itpe  for  aftoor  £90  a-fear. 

Dr.  HARDWiCK,of  KeoringtoiHfSOotiedtiinmdtioo, 
observing  that  1*  thought  it*  be  one  of  the  best 
thing*  ever  offered  to  the  profession?  and  he  was  non 
surprised  that  to  so  truly  benevolent  an  object,  hta 
worthy  Mend,  Mr.  Martin,  was  the  originator.  By 
establishing  a  cheap  and  efficient  education  for  tUr 
sons,  the  profession  would  he  placed  on  a  much  higher 
ground  than  at  present,  both  as  regarded  respectability 
and  stability. 

Mr.  Nonneley  also  spoke  to  the  tame  effect, 
and  that  much  benefit  would  be  derived  to  the 
younger  members  of  the  profession,  who  had  children 
to  educate. 

Dr.  Edwards,  of  Cheater,  spoke  highly  in  favour 
of  the  proposition,  bat  Dr.  Heygate,  of  Derby,  thought 
the  subject  was  surrounded  with  difficulty* 

After  a  short  reply  from  Mr.  Martin,  Dr.  Budd, 
of  Bristol,  said  he  did  not  clearly  understand  whether 
the  proposed  institution  was  for  the  education  of  the 
youth  in  the  medical  precession  or  in  any  other* 

Dr.  Hastings  hereupon  suggested  that  a  Committee 
should  he  appointed,  with  instructions  to  report. 

Mr.  Ma*tw  acquiesced,  and  subsequently  proJ 
posed— 

That  the  following  gentlemen  do  form  a  Committee,' 
with  power  to  add  to  their  number  r-^Mr.  Martin,  of 
Reigate ;  Dr.  Hardwick,  of  Kensington  ;  Mr.  Nuuuc- 
ley,  of  Leeds;  Dr.  Edwards,  of  Chester;  Dr.* Hey- 
gate, of  Derby;  Dr.  Wm.  Budd,  of  Bristol;  Dr. 
Hodgkin,  of  London ;  Mr.  Hodgson,  of  Birmingham ; 
Dr.  Forbes,  of  London ;  Mr.  Daniell,  of  Newport 
Pagnel,  to  consider  the  best  means  of  establishing  s 
school  for  the  comprehensive  and  liberal  education  of 
the  sons  of  medical  men,  and  to  report  on  the  same 
either  to  the  Council  of  the  Association,  or  at  the  next 
Anniversary. 

Dr.  Poetess  seconded  the  proposition,  and  said,  in 
reply  to  a  previous  question,  that  he  apprehended  the 
proposed  institution  was  intended  to  give  the  sons  of 
the  profession  an  efficient  education,  in  the  cheapest 
manner,  but  that  the  pupils  should  not  be  restricted  to 
the  medical  profession.  The  profession  had  now  arrived 
at  that  state  in  which  it  could  be  perceived  that  it  was  not 
chiefly  a  medical  knowledge  that  was  now  wanting,  bnt 
a  sound  preliminary  knowledge  of  science  and  literature, 
tending  to  enlarge  the  mind,  and  to  prepare  it  for 
profiting  by  that  instruction  which  they  would  subse- 
quently receive,  and  for  which  many  of  the  present 
race  of  the  profession  had  found  themselves  unprepared, 
owing  to  a  want  of  means  on  the  part  of  their  parents. 

Mr.  Daniell,  of  Newport  PagnelJ  and  others,  coin- 
cided warmly  in  the  motion,  and  after  some  recom- 
mendatory observations  from  the  President,  it  was  pot 
and  unanimously  carried. 

The  following  report  was  subsequently  handed  in  by 
this  Committee : — 

"  Assembled  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  at  the 
George  Hotel,  when  there  were  present — Dra.  Forbes, 
Hodgkin,  Kerr,  Budd,  Hardwick,  and  Edwards ;  Messrs. 
Hodgson,  Nonneley,  Wallace,  and  Martin  ?— having 
unanimeusly  appointed  Dr.  Forbes  to  be  the  Chairman, 
and  Mr.  Martin  the  Secretary,  the  Committee  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  subject  of  the  establishment  of 


a  school  on  the  principle  of  oo*os*yatioe*  1 
well  assured  of  its  practicabiUty,  received  each  to  exert 
himself  in  procuring  tnforassaou  on  the  best  mode*  of 
piemen*'**  and  to  communicate  the  results  of  their 
enquiry  to  the  Secretary.  The  Committee,  moreover, 
ber  the,  Members  of  the  Association  in  general  to  hear 
the  subject  in  mind,  and  they  will  be  happy  to  receive 
information  from  individual  Members  thereupon.** 

PAPERS,  CASES,  &c. 

MESMERISM. 

Mr.  Nbwnham,  of  Farnham,being  called  on  to  read 
his  announced  communication  on  this  subject;  pro- 
ceeded to  read  a  very  lengthened  and  highly  ta- 
lented paper  on  this  much  disputed  question.  He 
said  that  originally  he  had  been  much  prejudiced 
against  the  supposed  science  of  Magnetism,  but  after 
entering  into  a  lengthened  and  profound  research,  the 
result  of  his  inquiries  was  that  he  now  felt  it  impossible 
to  oppose  the  science,  and  his  earnest  recommendation 
was  that  all  whom  he  addressed  would  search  and 
examine  for  themselves.  He  then  entered  into  a 
defence  of  magnetism,  exhibiting  first  of  all  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  science  had  suffered  by  being  con- 
founded with  untenable  opinions  which  had*  been 
grafted  on  it,  and  by  the  want  of  clear,  well  managed, 
and  honest  experiments ;  in  lieu  of  which,  curiosity  and 
amusement  were  often  the  chief  incentives  to  examina- 
tion. He  contended  that  Magnetism  was  not  inimical 
to  Scripture  truths,  notwithstanding  he  knew  that 
many  of  the  Christian  and  sober-minded  of  the  profes- 
sion shrank  from  the  investigation  on  the  score  of  its 
fearful  tampering  with  the  unseen  world.  Another 
disadvantage  under  which  it  laboured  was  the  lack  of 
a  good  English  medical  treatise  on  the  subject,  for 
well-founded  objections  were  made  to  every  treatise 
and  translation  now  accesible  to  the  British  practi- 
tioner; so  that  the  sincere  enquirer  must  go  to  other 
countries  to  know  really  what  was  meant  by  Mes- 
merism, its  uses  and  applications.  The  opposition  Co 
the  science  he  contended  was  almost  entirely  to  be 
traced  either  to  ignorance  of  its  history  or  mis- 
representation of  its  effects  and  objects.  He  then 
descanted  on  the  history  of  Magnetism,  and  contended 
that  it  had  not  originated,  as  popularly  supposed,  with 
Mesmer,  but  had  existed  for  centuries  in  the  opinions 
of  the  wisest  and  best  of  men.  He  attributed  the 
unfavourable  report  of  the  first  French  C  ommisston  to 
a  lack  of  deep  inquiry,  and  further  stated  that  they 
had  not  been  unanimous  in  that  unfavourable  report. 
The  second  Commission  had  reported  that  the  subject 
was  worthy  of  consideration.  Since  then  the  science 
had  spread  into  many  countries  and  produced  thou- 
sands of  followers  and  new  facts ;  and  it  was  supported 
by  the  humane  and  charitable,  and  by  undeniable 
arguments  and  facts.  The  science  had  never  yet  been 
met  in  a  fair  field ;  yet  nevertheless,  in  spite  of  sixty 
years'  opposition,  it  survived  and  was  thriving.  He 
attributed  the  opposition  the  science  met  with  from  the 
medical  profession  to  a  peculiar  turn  of  mind  and  long 
acquired  habits.  For  instance,  they  were  more  fn  the 
habit  of  admitting  facts  and  data  which  were  easily 
and  at  once  demonstrable  than  of  searching  Into  nut 
modes  operandi  of  natural  agencies  and  -of  reasoaawe;  by 
induction.  Use  opponents  of  the  science  hint  eke- 
resorted  to  ridicule  and  hard  nanjes—agaiaat  e>snc»v 
by  the  by,  it  was  generally  much  more  dntesJFfi 


PAPERS,  CASES,  Ac. 
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contend  than  with  any  other  species  of  oppotititik 
Aii  these  reasons  operated  against  as  effective  inquiry 
otto  the  nature  of  Magnetism,  fie  then  vent  in*  a 
biMmgrapMcal  history  of  die  tracea  of  the  science  aa 
recorded  ia  the  literature  of  various  countries  lander 
various  names,  whether  in  the  ancient  apes,  Christian 
or  ftgan  times,  to  the  period  of  revived  Umratureyand 
up  to  the  present  time.  He  objected  to  the  tide  of 
•*  Mesmerism/'  and  was  in  favour  of  •'  Magnetism," 
which  he  defined  as  a  science  "  useful  as  employed  in 
the  imparting  of  exuberant  life  to  those  who  suffer 
from  impaired  vitality."  He  then  spoke  of  the  wide* 
spreading  testimony  which  had  been  received  from 
various  parts  of  the  world,  at  the  hands  of  unimpeach- 
able witnessess,  without  possibility  of  collusion,  in 
favour  of  magnetism ;  and  he  himself  had  had  opportu- 
nities of  testing  more  than  one  instance.  He  read  a 
list  of  these  high  and  unimpeachable  witnesses,  and 
then  went  on  to  urge  his  hearers  to  avail  themselves  of 
the  oppurtunities  which  their  practice  afforded  of 
testing  its  truth.  He  had  been  asked  how  it  v/as 
possible,  if  such  an  agency  existed,  that  it  should  be 
directed  by  the  will ;  to  which  he  would  reply,  that  as 
he  could  not  answer  why  the  will  directed  itself  to  one 
leg,  or  one  arm,  in  particular,  he  would  not  under- 
take to  answer  the  other  enquiry;  but  he  wtfuld 
beg  to  conclude  by  again  urging  on  the  members  of 
the,  medical  profession  to  search  and  enquire  for 
themselves. 

Dr.  Inglis,  of  Halifax,  expresssed  his  concurrence  in 
the  views  put  forth  by  Mr.  Newnham. 

Dr.  Cowan  then  rose,  and  expressed  his  hope  that 
it  would  not  go  forth  to  the  world  that  the  Association 
had  given  its  sanction  to  the  opinions  contained  in  the 
paper  just  read.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  had  no  doubt 
that  Mr.  Newnham  was  honest  in  bis  convictions;  hut 
he  (Dr.  Cowan)  was  compelled  to  state  that  after 
making  multitudes  of  experiments,  reading  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  the  literature  bearing  on  the  subject, 
and  making  himself  familar  with  its  experimental 
details,  he  had  come  to  this  firm  and  decided  conclu- 
sion— that  the  more  he  read  and  the  more  be  saw  of 
what  was  called  animal  Magnetism,  the  leas  did  he 
believe  in  it.  (Cheers.)  In  his  individual  opinion 
there  was  no  ground  whatever  for  ranking  it  among 
the  :  sciences.  (Cheers.)  What  had  been  honestly 
stated  might  be  explained  on  simple  and  ordinary 
principles ;  but  he  confessed  his  belief  that  ninety-nine 
out  of  every  one  hundred  of  the  reported  cases  were 
utterly  false.  (Hear.)  He  had  seen  so  much  of  the 
question  that  he  would  now  as  soon  believe  in  witch- 
craft as  in  animal  Magnetism.  (Laughter.)  He 
deeply  regretted  that  it  had  ever  been  taken  up  as  it 
had  in  this  country ;  but  instead  of  blaming  the 
medical  profession  for  their  want  of  belief,  he  gave 
them  every  credit,  for  they  could  not  be  too  careful  in 
such  speculations,  on  a  matter  of  so  great  practical 
importance,  and  withal  so  liable  to  practical  abuse. 
He  repeated  that  he  could  as  distinctly  prove  the  exis- 
tence of  witchcraft  aa  of  animal  Magnetism,  and  that 
Mr,  Newnham's  arguments  would  apply  equally  to  any 
popular  delusion  whatever. 

Mr.  Faulcloth,  of  Northampton,  read  a  case  of 
pnerpsaal  convulsions,  which  with  other  communica- 
tions reed  at  the  various  meetings  of  the  Association, 
mill  be  subsequently  published  in  this  journal. 


Mr;  M*BliW,i/ Cheater,  read  a  case  of  excision  of 
thecoma  for  necrosis. 

.MrvBa>m«Mtyof  Newport  Fafnol,  randan  istarasflng 
oaoeofvnscinaiiop  oveioemie*  smallpox*  airi  a  paper 
on  the  same  subject  by  Mr.  Pittoox,  of  Selling*,  was. 
cead'bjrtfce  Secretary. 

Mr.  DAMiata  alao  read  an  extraordinary  case  of  gun* 
abet  wound,  in  which  the  shot  had  passed  from  the 
navel  tothe  back,  without  insisting  injury. 

Thmonsxhsded  the  business  of  the  morning,  and  the 
Members  then  separated. 

EVENING  MEETING. 

ftXTBOSFIOTlVK  ADOnnSS  ON  ANATOMT  AND 
PHYSIOLOOY. 

Hue  extended  and  admirable  address  was  read 
by  Dr.  W.  Budd,  of  Bristol ;  we  shall  not  however 
make  any  attempt  at  abridgment,  aa  it  will  be  duly 
inserted  in  the  next  volume  of  the  Transactions. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  address,  the  delivery  of 
which  lasted  nearly  three  hours,  it  was  moved  by  Dr. 
Kxujt,  of  Northampton,  and  seconded  by  Dr  Jibyoats, 
of  Derby— 

"That  the  thanks  of  the  meeting  be  given  to  Dr. 
Budd,  for  his  eloquent  and  able  address,  and  that  he 
be  requested  to  allow  the  same  to  be  printed  in  the 
next  volume  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Association." 

The  paper  was  spoken  of  as  remarkable  for  pro* 
fuadity  and  clearness  of  thought,  and  as  conferring 
a  high  and  intellectual  treat.  The  Chairman  also  bore 
his  testimony  to  the  value  of  the  composition;  and  the 
vote  of  thanks  being  carried  by  acclamation.  Dr.  Budd 
briefly  and  modestly  replied. 

Mr.  Wicxh  am  suggested  that  the  address  should  bo 
printed  and  handed  to  the  members  earlier  than  the 
next  publication  of  the  Transactions,  as  in  general  the 
addresses  had  lost  their  interest  at  the  late  period  at 
which  they  were  circulated  amongst  the  Members. 

Dr.  Shaw,  of  Leicester,  moved,  and  Dr.  Epwa-um, 
of  Chester,  seconded— 

"  That  Dr.  Edward  Charlton,  of  Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne,  be  requested  to  deliver  the  Retrospective  Address 
in  Medicine  at  the  Anniversary  Meeting  for  1845." 

Dr.  Toogood,  of  Bridgwater,  moved,  and  Mr. 
Wickham,  of  Winchester,  seconded — 

"That  Mr.  T.  P.  Teale,  of  Leeds,  be  requested  to 
deliver  the  Retrospective  Address  on  Surgery  at  the 
Anniversary  Meeting  for  1845." 

Carried  unanimously. 

SECOND  DAY. 

fhe  Members  breakfasted  at  the  Angel  Hotel  this 
morning;  after  which  they  proceeded  to  the  Infirmary 
and  Lunatic  Asylum,  the  Medical  Officers  of  which 
excellent  institutions  most  courteously  received  the 
Association,  explained  the  arrangements,  treatment,  Ac, 
and  gave  them  every  facility  for  inspecting  the  various 
wards. 

THE  THIRD  GENERAL  MEETING 
took  place  at  the  County  Hall,  at  twelve  o'clock,  Dr. 
Robertson  in  the  chair. 

JUIPOET  OX  TUX  EKMSVOUBKT  OOMMXTTBB. 

This  waa  read  by  Dr.  W.  Cowolly,  as  follows:— 
"  The  central  Committee  for  the  management  of 
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the  Benevolent  Fund  of  the  Association  hare  the  high 


satisfaction'  of  announcing  that  the  attntal  subscription  ]  in  distressed  ell 

for  the  past  year  have  exceeded  in  amotmt  those  ^f 

any  previous  year  since  its  formation  $  the  donations 

also  have  exceeded  those/  of  any  previous  year,  except 

the  first  year  the  fund  was  established.    Hie  Committee 

make  this  announcement  with  feelings  of  great  gratitude 

to  the  donors  and  subscribers,  who  have  thus  enabled 

them,    as  will  appear  from  the  cases  subjoined,  to 

afford  relief  to  a  small  extent  in  many  cases  of  the 

most  urgent  distress  and  complete  destitution.     The 

Committee  are  persuaded  that  if  the  Members  of  the 

Association  generally  could  read  the  heart-rending 

appeals  that  are  made  to  them  in  the  course  of  every 

year  in  behalf  of  distressed  Members  of  the  profession, 

or  of  their  bereaved  families,  and  also  the  deep  feelings 

of  gratitude  with  which  the  smallest  assistance  is 

received,  they  would  not  be  backward  in  contributing 

in  proportion  to  their  means  to  so  excellent  and  useful 

a  charity.  • 

"The  Committee  have  to  thank,  which  they  do 
most  cordially,  all  those  gentlemen  who  in  their  several 
localities  have  kindly  acted  as  stewards  for  the  collec- 
tion of  contributions,  and  have  transmitted  them  to 
the  Treasurer.  It  would  be  invidious  to  mention 
names,  but  there  is  one  gentleman  to  whose  great 
exertions  in  the  cause  of  this  charity  the  Committee 
have  been  every  year  largely  indebted ;  and  who  during 
the  past  year  has  not  only  taken  an  extra  share  of 
trouble  in  behalf  of  the  fund,  but  has  most  generously 
presented  the  amount  of  the  expenses  he  has  incurred 
(amounting  to  £6.  4s.  3d.)  to  the  fund  as  a  donation. 
It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  name  Mr.  Newnham,  of 
Varnham  j  his  exertions  in  the  cause  of  this  charity 
have  been  most  energetic  and  persevering.  Neither  can 
the  Committee  pass  over  in  silence  the  handsome 
donation  of  £50  this  year  from  Mr.  Griffiths,  of  Wrex- 
ham, making  the  fourth  donation  of  different  sums 
with  which  he  has  generously  presented  the  charity7.' 
'Such  deeds  carry  with  them  their  own  reward,  and 
will  doubtless  stimulate  others,  equally  happy  in  the 
means  of  doing  so,  to  follow  their  example.  The 
Committee  are  also  this  year,  as  usual,  indebted  to 
many  non-professional  contributors,  and  to  several 
ladies,  whose  kind  exertions  in  the  cause  can  for  their 
warmest  thanks. 

By  a  reference  to  the  Treasurer's  accounts  it  will 
be  seen  that  thirteen  cases  have  received  aid  from 
the  charity  this  year  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred 
and  five  pounds.  The  sums  allotted  to  the  dif- 
ferent cases  no  doubt  appear  small,  and  at  our  last 
anniversary  meeting  caused  some  comments;  but  the 
Committee  would  observe  that  they  are  obliged  to 
proportion  the  relief  to  the  amount  at  their  disposal, 
and  also  to  the  number  and  urgency  of  the  applications. 
If  the  Association  will  enable  them  by  their  increased 
aubscriptions  they  will  he  but  too  happy  to  increase 
the  amount  of  relief;  and  it  must  he  remembered 
that  five,  ten,  or  twenty  pounds,  which  to  the  affluent 
may  appear  contemptible  sums,  are  not  so  to  the 
•indigent,  the  sick,  and  the  distressed.  The  object  of 
4he  originators  of  the  Benevolent  Fund  of  the  Asso- 
ciation was  If  possible  to  establish  a  potent?  charity  for 
the  medical  profession,  similar  to  the  clerical  fund  and 
that  of  other  professions,  and  the  title  for  relief  from 
wmch  shoold  consist  only  in  being  aTegularpracfr* 


doner,  possessing  a  good  moral  character,  and  hrinaf" 


They  ware  aware  of  the 


existence  of  many  rateable  heal  charities  of  ai 
kind ;  hot  as  most  of  those  are  accompanied  by  cer- 
tain restrictions,  they  did  not  conceive  that  the  fancVof 
the  Association  would  in  any  way  interfere  with  them. 
"  The  Committee  entertain  the  most  sanguine  hope, 
that  however  alow  has  hitherto  been  the  progress  <of 
this  well-intentioned  charity,  time  and  the  increas- 
ing knowledge  of  its  existence  and  its  merits,  will 
procure  for  it  a  due  share  of  patronage  and  support. 

"JOHN  BARON,  M.D.,  President. 

"  WILLIAM  CONOLLY,  M.D., 

"  Treasurer  and  Secretary." 

The  following  is  a  short  account  of  the  cases  re- 
lieved during  the  past  year : — 

1.  To  the  widow  and  family  of  a  general  prac- 
titioner in  Gloucestershire,  to  assist  in  obtaining    - 
some  education    for  the    children.      Recom-  '  *♦ » 
mended  by  Dr.  Baron  and  Mr.  Cooke,  of  Chel- 
tenham (Second  grant)  ....  £10 

2.  To  a  highly  respectable  surgeon,  returned  from 
the  Colonies,  where  he  had  lost  his  all,  and 
who  with  his  family  were  in  a  state  of  deej>   . 
distress.    Recommended  by  Dr.  Hastings,  and  '. 
Dr.  John  Conolly,  of  Hanwell        .        .        .  £10 

3.  To  a  physician  in  Hampshire,  with  a  large 
family,  struggling  under  great  difficulties. 
Recommended  by  Dr.  John  Conolly,  of  Han- 
well, and  the  Treasurer  ...  £10 

4.  To  a  general  practitioner  in  London,  reduced 
to  extreme  distress ;  formerly  practising  in  the 
Provinces.  Recommended  by  Dr.  Hardwick, 
of  Kensington,  and  Mr.  Hussey,  of  London     .  £10 

6.  To  the  widow  of  a  medical  man,  formerly  a 
practitioner  in  Cheltenham.  Recommended  by 
Dr.  Baron,  and  the  Treasurer  .  £5 

6.  To  the  widow  of  a  medical  man  in  Chelten- 
ham, suddenly  cut  off  by  fever  a  few  years 
since,  leaving  a  family  unprovided  for.    Recom-    • 
mended  by  Dr.  Baron  and    Mr.  Murley,  .of 
Cheltenham.    (Second  grant)         .  .  £k 

7.  To  the  daughter  of  a  medical  man  in  Middle- 
sex, left  with  only  £15  a-year,  for  her  support. 
Recommended  by  Mr.  Hewlett,  of  Harrow,  and 
Dr.  Hastings £5 

8.  To  a  general  practitioner,  greatly  reduced  in 
circumstances  from  ill  health  and  other  causes. 
Recommended  by  Mr.  Phone*,  of  Ryde    .        .  £10 

9.  To  a  surgeon  in  Gloucestershire,  with  a  wife 
And  family ;  reduced  to  take  the  benefit  of  the 
Insolvent    Act.      Recommended    by    Dr.  T.    , 
Boiaragon  and  the  Treasurer  .  £5 

10.  To  a  medical  man  in  Warwickshire,  in  very 
Indigent  circumstances,  from  ill  health  prima-- 
pally.  Recommended  by  Dr.  Blackiston,  of  Bir- 
mingham, and  Dr.  Hastings  £»  • 

11.  To  the  widow  of  a  highly  respectable  surgeon 
in  Yorkshire,  who  after  practising  45  years,  left  . 
a  widow  and  son  in  great  distress.    Recom- "   * n 
mended  by  Mr.  MSnthorpe,  of  Ttydiffe,  near  *- ' 

'  fhirsk 
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1*  Tb  the  widow  and  *ve  young  children  of  *> 
sbbbbcsI  man*  a  the  eounty  of  Durham*  left 
teSalry  unpiofided  lor.  Recommended  by  Mr. 
BBOowes,  of  South  Shields     ,  ♦  etlO 

1%  To  a  highly  respectable  surgeon  in  Suffolk, 
incapacitated  by  disease;  with  a  wife  and  six 
young  children.  Recommended  by  Drs. 
Durrant,  Baird,  and  Beck,  and  by  Means. 
BuHen,  Hammond,  and  Crowe  .  j£l0 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 
Fur  the  year  ending  June  30,  1844. 

DONATION  FUND. 

£.  a.   d. 

Balance  in  hand,  July  1, 1843     .     ..    443  13    I 

Donations  received  from  July  1, 1843,2      14.  K    Q 

to  Jane  30, 1844,  inclusive    .    .    .J      1Z*  8. .  * 

Interest  for  the  year 11  5    6 


Total £579    14    4 


SUBSCRIPTION  FUND. 


£. 
21 


s.   d. 
3    6 


Balance  in  hand,  July  1, 1843     .     , 

Subscriptions  received  from  July  1, 1843,>  ,  0*    ,  c    A 

to  Jane  30, 1844,  inclusive     .       .  .  J  1W    15    ° 


207    18    6 

DISBUmSBMBNTS. 

£.  s.  d. 
In  aid  of  13  distressed  apphcants.105    0    0 

Stationary 13    0    0 

Postage  and  carriage  ....700 
Mr.  Pnenl's  expenses  ...  2  10  0 
Dr.  lyncke's  ditto  .  ...  1  4  10 
Mr.  Newnham's  ditto  ...  6  4  3 
Printers'  Bill 9  16    0  125    15  1 


Balance  in  hand £92     3  5 


Mr.  Nbwnham,  of  Farnham,  moved — 
"  That  the  report  now  read  be  received  andadopted, 
and  that  the  thanks  of  the  Association  be  given  to  the 
Committee  for  their  exertions  to  increase  the  funds  of 
this  important  branch  of  the  Association." 

Mr,  Newnham  said  it  was  almost  unnecessary  for  bun 
to  observe  that  he  had  moved  this  resolution  with  the 
greatest  cordiality.  He  was  delighted  to  find  that 
there  were  some  glimpses  of  prosperity  attached  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  Committee  for  the  past  year.  The 
balance  in  hand  of  the  donation  fund  had  been  consi- 
derably augmented  ;  but  that  was  a  fund  not  at  present 
availab!e--it  was  accumulating  for  the  use  of  future 
years.  The  increase  in  the  subscription  fund,  it  would 
also  be  seen,  was  considerable.  This  likewise  afforded 
satisfaction ;  bat  the  meagre  insignificance  of  the 
available  funds  was  only  properly  known  by  those 
who  knew  the  wretchedness  and  misery  which  existed 
among  many  of  the  profession.  What  relief,  he  would 
ask,  could  be  afforded,  in  the  sum  of  £105,  when  dis- 
tributed among  thirteen  sufferers.  (Hear.)  The  claims 
»ade  unon  the  Benevolent  Fund  during  the  past  year 
hadnf^nnjnejpnsand  urgent*  and  the  Committee,  had 
sjren  away  almost  as  fast  as  they  had  received.  A  few 
"  i  ago  their  funds  were  exhausted,  but  they  had 


now  ajain  something  in  hand.  At  the  present  moment 
there  ware  casesof  such  urgent  distress,  awaiting  relief, 
that  he  sincerely  hoped  the  increased  subscriptions  of 
the  past  year  were  but  the  dawn  of  that  benevolence 
which  was  to  become  brighter  and  brighter,  until  n 
cloudless  sky  of  charity  should  appear.  (Cheers.)  He 
then  adverted  to  the  character  of  the  Benevolent  Fund, 
as  being  totally  different  from  the  various  charitable 
funds,  inasmuch  as  it  was  a  purely  benevolent  funds* 
and  required  no  subscription  to  entitle  any  one 
to  its  relief.  Persons  who  subscribed  to  these  local 
charities  in  general  fancied  that  this  Association's 
benevolent  fund  had  no  claims  upon  them ;  but  this  was 
a  mistake  The  Committee  had  the  same  means  of 
making  judicious  and  effective  inquiries  as  to  the  eligi- 
bility of  candidates,  inasmuch  as  the  subject  was  inva- 
riably referred  to  the  local  members  of  the  Council. 
Those  who  wished  to  avail  themselves  of  the  certain 
bounty  of  local  charities  might  do  so  j  but  that 
was  no  reason  why  they  should  refuse  their  mite 
to  that  general  fund  which  reached  members  of  the 
profession  who  were  in  many  cases  ineligible  for  claims 
upon  local  funds.  The  question  had  been  mooted  as 
to  whether  compulsion  should  be  observed  in  the 
formation  of  a  benevolent  fund.  He  at  once  said 
no,  for  that  would  destroy  the  very  principle  of 
charity.  (Hear,  hear.)  The  result  of  his  own  exer- 
tions* in  the  district  allotted  to  him  during  the  past 
year,  to  give  efficiency  to  the  Benevolent  Fund,  amounted 
to  this— that,  out  of  £28  collected  by  him,  £19  was 
from  his  personal  friends,  and  the  other  £9  was  the 
product  of  no  less  than  500  applications  he  had  made 
to  members  of  the  profession.  He  bad  therefore  been 
led  to  conclude  that  anything  like  compulsion  would 
cause  a  recoil,  and  eventually  injure  the  objects  of  the 
fund.    (Hear,  hear,) 

Mr.  Gbiffiths,  of  Wrexham,  seconded  the  resolu- 
tion, and  while  expressing  his  approbation  at  exertions 
made  by  local  societies,  strongly  urged  the  propriety  of 
supporting  a  fund  having  so  catholic  an  object  as  that 
professed  by  the  Committee  of  this  Association,  which, 
while  they  invited  all  members  of  the  profession  to  join 
them,  at  the  same  time  displayed  their  willingness 
to  lesson  the  misfortunes  of  their  brethren  wherever 
located.  He  insisted  that  the  Committee  had  a  moral 
claim  upon  the  profession  generally ;  and  while  he 
seconded  a  vote  of  thanks  to  them,  he  at  the  same 
time  reminded  the  Association  that  the  best  way  of 
thanking  them  for  past  exertions  would  be  by  cordially 
co-operating  with  them  for  the  future.     (Cheers.) 

Dr.  Couolly  having  spoken  of  several  urgent  in- 
stances  of  distress  with  which  he  was  acquainted,  and 
Dr.  Favell,  of  Sheffield,  having  enquired  whether  the 
report  would  be  published  for  the  use  and  considera- 
tion of  all  the  Members,  which  was  answered  in  the 
affirmative, 

Dr.  Cowan,  who  had  given  notice  of  a  motion  for 
the  increase  of  the  annual  subscriptions  from  £1.  ls». 
to  £l.  10s.,  the  surplus  to  be  applied  to  benevolent 
purposes,  rose  and  said  that  be  had  made  enquiries  of 
many  members  of  She  Association,  as  to  their  opinion 
of  his  proposition,  and  finding  them  to  be  generally 
onfavoarabK  J*  b*d  come  to  the  determination  of. 
withdrawing  his  motion*  *— **»^»  *•**»*»  ♦aa»«u«  «j»  ■— m— . 

^▼^▼^^T^^WJP^FB^    ^^^    "^^V^^^FB   •^B^OOB**  ^^F^BB^  WBF  ^PBVUMB^f^BB^  ^PW*»^Bf^B^ 

diacusajon.  on  a,nojat  which,  ,if  at  all  mooted,  sbpuH 
command  an  unanimity  of  opinion.    They  could  not, 
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however,  but  feel  with  him,  that  with  all  which  had 
been  accomplished  by  the  Association,  it  had  done 
nothing  commensurate  with  the  size  of  the  Association, 
and  the  amount  of  funds  at  its  disposal.  He  regretted 
that  the  result  of  so  influential  and  numerous  a  com- 
bination was  not  the  accomplishment  of  a  fund 
adequate  to  meet  in  some  way  the  distress  which  all 
knew  to  be  existing  among  the  profession.  Every  one 
seemed  to  be  fully  alive  to  the  importance  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  yet  the  amount  of  the  subscriptions  was  very 
small,  he  might  almost  say  disgraceful  to  the  Society. 
(Hear,  hear.)  He  would  be  very  happy  to  raise  the 
amount  of  annual  subscriptions,  with  a  view  to  an 
increase  of  this  fund ;  and  he  maintained  that  such  a 
plan  could  no  more  be  considered  compulsory  than  in 
asking  any  one  to  join  the  Association.  (Hear.) 
However,  he  would  rather  withdraw  the  motion  than 
-excite  a  difference  of  opinion  in  the  Association ;  he 
trusted  nevertheless,  that  so  large  a  combination  of 
medical  men  would  not  terminate,  in  a  bootless  effort 
to  secure  relief  for  that  wretchedness  which  they  knew 
to  exist  among  their  brethren.     (Cheers.) 

Dr.  Forbes  thought  this  was  a  question  of  such 
importance  as  not  to  be  allowed  to  rest  on  its  present 
position.  He  therefore  suggested  that,  considering 
the  extent  of  this  Association,  and  the  amount  of  its 
funds,  it  was  astonishing  and  at  the  same  time  dis- 
graceful that  so  little  had  been  done  in  the  way  of 
benevolence.  (Cheers.)  The  yearly  income  of  the 
Society  was  about  £1800,  nearly  the  whole  of  which 
was  expended  on  two  publications ;  but  as  a  balance  of 
£ 500  was  shown  in  the  report,  he  thought  the  best 
thing  would  be  to  vote  £100  or  £200  to  the  Benevo- 
lent Fund.  He  conceived  they  were  perfectly  compe- 
tent to  do  so.  He  understood  also  that  the  expense  of 
producing  the  Society's  publications  was  about  to  be 
lessened,  and  that  the  saving  would  meet  the  proposed 
grant.  If  however  the  entertaining  of  his  proposition 
were  not  now  in  order  with  the  rules,  he  would  give 
notice  of  motion  for  the  next  anniversary. 

Mr.  Martin  said  that  in  many  counties  there 
already  existed  Medical  Benevolent  Societies,  and  that 
it  would  be  hard  upon  their  Members  to  call  upon 
them  to  subscribe  towards  objects  which  ought  to  be 
provided  for  in  their  respective  localities. 

Dr.  Conolly  replied  that  in  many  counties  there 
were  no  such  local  charities,  and  that  where  they  did 
exist  their  regulations  were  of  such  a  nature  as  to 
leave  many  unfortunate  Members  of  the  profession 
ineligible  to  avail  themselves  of  such  funds,  and  such 
persons  had  in  many  cases  been  relieved  by  this  Asso- 
ciation. This  had  been  the  case  iu  some  instances  in 
the  West  Riding  of  York,  where  one  of  the  best 
regulated  Benevolent  Societies  was  in  existence;  and 
Dr.  Hastings  added  that  at  Birmingham  had  been 
relieved  by  this  Society  an  urgent  case  of  distress,  to 
which  the  funds  of  the  local  society  were  not  applic- 
able, inasmuch  as  the  applicant  bad  not  been  a  con- 
tributor for  a  sufficient  length  of  time  to  entitle  him 
to  relief. 

Dr.  Forbes  having  been  informed  by  Dr.  Hastings 
that  as  his  motion  would  involve  an  alteration  of  the 
rules,  in  the  application  of  funds  to  an  object  not  origi- 
nally contemplated,  a  notice  of  three  months  would  be 
•required  for  the  discussion,  he  then  gave  notice  of  his 
intention  to  propose,  at  the  next  Anniversary,  that  a 


sum  (not  now  specified)  should  be  granted  from  the 
funds  of  the  Society  towards  the  objects  of  the  bene- 
volent fund.    (Cheers.) 

RETROSPECTIVE   ADDRESS   IN    MEDICINE. 

Dr.  Cowan,  of  Reading,  then  read  his  excellent 
address  on  this  subject,  which  will  duly  appear  in  the 
next  volume  of  Transactions. 

Sir  George  Lefevre  then  rose  and  moved — 

"  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to  Dr. 
Cowan  for  his  excellent  and  acceptable  address,  and  that 
he  be  requested  to  publish  the  same  in  the  next  volume 
of  the  Transactions  of  the  Association." 

In  moving  this  resolution  the  speaker  paid  a  well- 
merited  compliment  to  the  abilities  of  the  author  of  the 
paper.  He  then  went  on  to  state  that  when  he  last 
met  the  Association,  was  at  Southampton,  several  years 
ago ;  at  that  time,  being  an  exile  from  his  native  home, 
he  was  made  an  Honorary  Corresponding  Member  of  the 
Association ;  but  now,  on  returning  to  this  country,  he 
would  be  happy  to  become  an  ordinary  member. 
With  regard  to  what  had  been  said  in  Dr.  Cowan's 
paper  on  the  subject  of  quackery,  he  believed  that  if 
the  profession  would  be  true  to  itself,  the  public  also 
would  be  true  to  it.  (Hear.)  Paley  had  said  that 
"  Medicine  is  God's  second  cause  of  health  $"  and  it 
behoved  the  profession  to  be  faithful  executors  of  that 
testament.  (Hear.)  He  submitted  that  the  encou- 
ragement which  empiricism  received  was  not  derived 
from  the  lower  orders,  but  from  the  gentry,  and  even 
the  nobility.  (Hear,  hear.)  During  the  fifteen  years 
in  which  he  had  filled  the  situation  of  physician  to  the 
British  Embassy  at  St.  Petersburgh  he  had  frequently 
witnessed  the  arrival  of  quantities  of  homoeopathic 
medicines  with  the  usual  rules  and  directions  as  to 
treatment.  (Laughter.)  He  concluded  by  moving  the 
resolution,  which  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Nedhak,  of 
Leicester. 

One  or  two  members  here  suggested  the  propriety 
of  hastening  the  publication  of  Dr.  Cowan's  paper,  for 
the  perusal  of  the  members;  but  Dr.  Hastings  ex- 
plained that  many  practical  difficulties  prevented  such 
a  course. 

The  motion  was  carried  by  acclamation,  and  acknow- 
ledged by  Dr.  Cowan. 

THE   JOURNAL   OF   THE    ASSOCIATION. 

In  the  absence  of  Dr.  Inglis,  of  Halifax,  Dr. 
Favell,  of  Sheffield,  moved— 

"  That  for  the  extension  of  the  projects  of  the 
Association  with  respect  to  their  weekly  Journal,  and 
to  enable  them  to  continue  the  publication  of  their 
annual  volume  of  Transactions,  the  subscription, 
instead  of  being,  as  at  present  established,  one  guinea, 
be  henceforth  one  guinea  and  a  half;  and  that  a  rule 
to  that  effect  be  forthwith  enacted." 

Dr.  Favell  read  a  letter  from  Dr.  Inglis,  explain- 
ing his  reasons  for  this  motion,  the  chief  of  which  was 
that,  in  order  to  make  the  Journal  worthy  of  such  an 
Association,  and  not  second  to  any  other  publication 
of  the  kind,  it  was  necessary  to  have  increased  funds, 
and  that  literary  contributions  also  should  be  solicited. 
Dr.  Favell  did  not  entirely  agree  with  the  motion, 
which  he  merely  put  as  a  matter  of  form,  and  thought 
thtfth^p^ed  PUn  would  Oun^^^t* 
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Mr.  Nbwnham,  also  as  a  matter  of  form,  seconded 
the  resolution. 

Dr.  Bodd  here  rose  and  observed  that  he  had  been 
struck  with  the  truth  of  a  remark  made  in  Dr. 
Cowan's  paper,  to  the  effect  that  it  was  desirable  to 
reduce  the  number  of  medical  publications.  He  con- 
sidered that  the  multiplication  of  such  periodicals  was 
an  obstacle  to  the  profession,  and  quite  a  task  to  get 
through,  in  the  many  interruptions  of  a  professional  life. 
He  suggested  either  the  withdrawal  of  the  Association's 
Journal  or  that  it  should  be  published  less  frequently. 
There  was  no  need  of  a  journal  to  an  Association 
which  met  but  yearly.  The  British  Association  had 
no  weekly  journal,  being  content  with  the  publication 
of  its  Transacting ;  and  the  usual  rule  observed  was, 
that  the  various  Associations  accommodated  their 
publications  to  ttie  periods  of  their  meetings,  whether 
weekly,  mont}^  or  yearly.  He  was  of  opinion  that, 
although  man]  valuable  contributions  appeared  in  the 
Journal  from  time  to  time,  it  could  not  be  considered 
an  efficient  representative  of  the  Association;  and 
that  its  withdrawal  would  be  no  sacrifice,  seeing  that 
there  were  mrny  channels  by  which  the  Association 
might  publish  its  proceedings.  He  did  not  impute 
any  lack  of  "ood  management  to  the  Journal,  but 
attributed  iu  inferior  character  to  the  fact  of  the 
peculiarity  if  its  position  and  the  seat  of  its  publica- 
tion being  distant  from  the  metropolis,  together  with 
a  want  of  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  Members. 
The  Journal  was  said  to  afford  a  ready  communication 
for  the  proceedings  of  the  Council,  but  this  was  dearly 
paid  for;  and  he  concluded  by  recommending  to  their 
consideration  whether  the  large  outlay  on  the  Journal 
would  not  Ve  much  better  bestowed  in  the  relief  of 
that  misery  and  wretchedness  to  which  allusion  had 
already  been  made.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Dr.  H.  Green  next  rose  and  said  that  he  also  had  a 
subject  for  their  consideration,  namely,  whether  or  not 
he  had  a  fair  claim  to  the  paternity  of  the  Journal.  Its 
establishment  had  cost  him  much  labour  and  expense, 
and  then  the  Association  had  stepped  in  and  appro- 
priated the  benefit  of  his  exertions.  He  had  offered 
the  Journal  to  the  Association  about  fifteen  months 
since,  but  it  was  then  refused ;  and  he  also  put  it  to 
them  whether  the  Association  had  any  right  to  call  the 
Journal  their  property  until  a  general  meeting  had 
passed  a  vote  to  purchase  it. 

Dr.  Favell  was  of  opinion  that  the  Journal  ought 
not  to  be  withdrawn,  but  published  monthly,  and  con- 
fined exclusively  to  medical  science,  the  communica- 
tions to  be  contributed  by  the  Members  of  the 
Association — but  not  anonymously,  for  he  had  a  great 
objection  to  that  course.  (Hear.)  He  concluded  by 
stating  that  the  Association  was  pledged  to  supply  the 
Members  with  the  Journal,  and  that  many  new  Mem- 
bers had  joined  the  Association  under  that  idea.  (Hear.) 
Dr.  Hastings  said,  that  it  had  become  one  of 
their  rules  to  supply  the  Journal,  and  therefore  no 
alteration  of  the  rules  could  be  entertained  without 
proper  notice  for  the  next  anniversary ;  and  in  answer 
to  a  statement  made  by  a  Member,  who  had  been 
informed  that  a  publication  of  32  pages  could  be  pro- 
duced at  but  a  trifling  increase  of  cost  over  the  present 
faze,  Dr.  Hastings  said  that,  in  such  calculation, 
the 'stamps  could  not  have  been  taken  into  account; 
and  this  explanation  being  acceded  to  and  confirmed 


by  Mr.  Churchill,  the  publisher,  Dr.  Hastings  went 
on  to  say  that  the  Society  had  been  as  it  were  com- 
pelled to  publish  this  journal  under  their  own  auspices, 
as  the  previous  publisher  had  repeatedly  raised  the 
price  at  which  it  had  been  afforded  to  the  members, 
till  the  price  arrived  at  such  a  point  as,  ex  necessitate 
ret,  obliged  the  Association  to  publish  one  of  their 
own  or  be  deprived  altogether  of  such  an  organ. 

Dr.  Green  here  said  that  he  had  had  nothing  to  do 
with  asking  for  an  increased  price. 

Dr.  Budd  now  rose  and  moved  as  an  amendment — 

"  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  take  into  con- 
sideration whether  it  be  expedient  for  the  Association 
to  continue  the  publication  of  a  weekly  medical 
periodical,  and  that  such  Committee  be  requested  to 
report  the  result  of  their  inquiry  to  the  next  anniver- 
sary meeting." 

He  subsequently  nominated  the  following  Com- 
mittee:—Dr.  Budd,  Bristol ;  Dr.  Toogood,  Bridg- 
water; Dr.  Cowan,  Reading;  Mr.  Soden,  Bath;  Mr. 
Estlin,  Bristol;  Mr.  Smith,  Southam;  Dr.  Black, 
Manchester;  Mr.  Wickham,  Winchester  ;  Mr.  Newn- 
haro,  Farnham;  Dr.  Favell,  Sheffield. 

This  was  seconded  by  Dr.  Toogood. 

Dr.  Cowan  was  in  favour  of  the  Committee,  and 
thought  that  an  arrangement  might  be  made  with 
some  London  publication  to  become  their  organ  ;  at 
the  same  time  he  by  no  means  reflected  on  the  present 
Editor  of  the  Journal,  but  his  observations  had  simply 
reference  to  the  efficiency  of  the  Journal  per  se. 

Dr.  Forbes  gave  his  opinion  that  a  regularly  good 
general  journal  could  not  be  supported,  alone  and 
singly,  by  any  Association.  If  it  were  expedient  that 
the  Association  should  have  an  organ  of  communica- 
tion from  the  central  head  to  the  whole  body  of  mem- 
bers, it  was  necessary,  he  conceived,  that  such  a  journal 
should  be  one  of  two  things— either  an  organ  confined 
to  the  reports  of  all  the  Society's  affairs,  meetings,  &c, 
or,  along  with  that,  it  should  combine  the  publication 
of  cases,  observations,  or  treatises,  by  the  Members 
alone.  If  however  their  journal  attempted  to  compete 
with  other  periodicals  as  a  journal  of  general  informa- 
tion in  the  science,  it  must  and  would  fail.  (Hear, 
hear.)  On  the  other  hand,  if  they  confined  it  to  the 
communication  of  the  Members'  productions,  and  the 
proceedings  of  the  Association,  it  would  be  perfectly 
consistent  with  propriety.  He  objected  to  the  genet 
ralised  feature  of  the  present  journal,  and  also  to  its 
containing  anonymous  matter  in  the  shape  of  leading 
articles,  &c. 

Dr.  Streeten  here  rose  and  contradicted  the  impu- 
tation as  to  anonymous  matter,  observing  thatlt  could 
not  be  said  to  be  anonymous  when  the  Editor's  name 
appeared  on  each  number,  and  he  was  either  the 
author  of  or  responsible  for  such  matter. 

Dr.  Forbes  said  he  was  corrected,  but  he  never- 
theless reiterated  his  previous  objection  as  to  the 
general  character  of  the  Journal,  and  said  that  it  should 
have  been  confined  to  the  productions  of  Members, 
without  admitting  the  comments  of  an  Editor. 

Dr.  Toogood  said  it  was  a  reflection  on  an  Asso- 
ciation numbering  1800  members  that  it  could  not 
support  a  journal.     He  advised  to  have  it  published 
monthly,  if  the  present  shape  was  found  inconvenient. 
The  amendment  was  then  put  and  carried. 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Southam,  having  held  up  his  hand 
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___  the  amendment,  took  that  opportunity  of 
assertine;  that  the  character  and  claimB  of  the  Journal 
had  not  been  dona  justice  to  in  that  meeting.  Por  his 
parMie  observed  a  character  of  troth  about  the  Journal 
which  entitled  it  to  his  respect,  and  which  in  fact  he 
looked  for  in  vain  in  other  medical  publications.  (Hear, 
hear.)  It  contained  the  contributions  of  parties  on 
whom  he  could  confidently  rely;  whereas  the  great 
bulk  of  such  journals,  by  their  mode  of  conduct,  had 
done  more  injury  to  the  character  of  the  profession 
than  anything  else.  He  hoped  the  Association  would 
adhere  to  the  Journal ;  and  if  it  proved  deficient  in 
interest,  he  hoped  the  practitioners  in  hospitals  and 
infirmaries  would  be  induced  to  send  the  results  of 
their  practice,  and  not  leave  the  Association  to  those 
mercenary  literary  ruffians  who  had  so  much  injured 
the  character  of  the  profession.    (Great  applause) . 

After  a  short  discussion,  Dr.  Hastings  took  the 
opportunity  of  advocating  the  connection  of  the  Journal 
with  the  Association,  as  being  of  considerable  utility 
in  advancing  its  prosperity  and  moral  force ;  and  if  it 
had  been  at  all  deficient  in  interest,  the  fault  lay  with 
the  Members  themselves  in  neglecting  to  communi- 
cate their  cases  and  practice.  He  coincided  fully  and 
emphatically  in  what  had  been  said  about  the  low  and 
abusive  character  of  the  weekly  medical  press  in  many 
instances;  such  moral  inconsistency— to  use  the  lightest 
term— detracted  largely  from  the  value  of  such  litera- 
ture ;  but  he  bore  his  testimony  to  the  fact  that  the 
Provincial  Medical  Journal*  ever  since  its  commence- 
ment by  Dr.  Green,  had  steered  clear  of  such  vice ; 
and  not  all  the  shafts  of  ridicule  would  detract  from 
its  real  merit,  but  rather  tend  to  redoubled  exertions 
in  rendering  it  still  more  valuable.    (Cheers.) 

Dr.  Streeten,  the  Editor  of  the  Journal,  now  rose 
and  observed  that  as  insinuations  had  been  thrown  out 
against  Us  management,  he  would  be  happy  to  resign 
it  into  the  hands  of  any  other  gentleman  having  the 
confidence  ot  the  Association.  ("  No,  no— No,  no.") 
Dr.  Cowan  then  rose  and  said,  that  so  far  from 
reflecting  on  the  Editorial  management  of  Dr.  Streeten, 
he  thought  the  Association  would  agree  with  him  that 
a  voce  of  thanks  was  due  to  him  for  the  trouble  he 
had  taken  and  the  ability  he  had  displayed^  He  then 
moved— 

"  That  the  thanks  of  the  Association  be  given  to 
Dr.  Streeten  for  his  efficient  Editorship  of  the  Journal 
of  the  Association." 

Dr.  Buno  seconded  the  motion  with  every  expression 
of  cordiality;  and  the  vote  was  passed  with  acclama- 
tion ;  which  Dr.  Streeten  duly  acknowledged. 


PAPERS,  CASES,  &c. 

The  following  communications  were  then  read  :— 

A  notice  by  Sir  Gxone*  Lbvbvbb,  on  the  sulphate 
of  iron  as  an  antidote  to  arsenic. 

Some  cases  of  transfusion  in  cholera,  by  Mr.  D. 
Tobranob,  of  Rugby. 

A  case  of  malformation  of  the  bladder  and  penis, 
(the  fatient  was  exhibited,)  by  Mr.  Gil**,  of  Stour- 
bridge.' 

Remarks  on  the  effects  of  hydropathy  in  some 
recent  instances,  by  Dr.  Jonbs,  of  Lutterworth. 

Cases  in  Surgery,  by  Mr.  T.  M.  Gbbbnhoou,  of 
Newcastle-on-Tyne :— 1,  Stone  in  the  bladder,  com- 
plicated with  extensive  scrofulous  disease,  illustrated 


by  a  drawing.    2.  Fungus  nematodes  of  the  eyeball, 
with  cataract :  the  preparation  was  exhibited. 

iirdical  reform. 

The  President  read  the  following  communication  on 
this  subject,  which  had  just  been  put  into  his  hands  r— 

"  GBWBBAL  MMHCAL  PRACTITIONERS*  A8BBMBLT. 

«  Sir,— I  am  directed  by  the  Committee  of  the  Gene- 
ral Medical  Practitioners'  Assembly,  which  has  met 
specially  this  evening,  to  consider  the  statement  made 
by  Sir  James  Graham  in  expounding  the  provisions  of 
a  Medical  Reform  Bill,  to  forward  to  you,  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment,  the  accompanying  resolutions,  which 
have  been  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Committee.  I 
am  farther  requested  to  state  that  the  Committee 
would  feel  obliged  if  you  would  embrace  the  earnest 
opportunity  of  making  them  known  to  the  Provincial 
Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  of  which  you  are 
the  President. 

"  I  am,  Sir, 

"  Tour  most  obedient  servant, 

«  H.  HODSON  RUGG, 

"  Honorary  Secretary. 

"  Exeter  Hall,  August  7, 1844." 

"  That  this  Committee  has  heard  with  feelings  of 
alarm  and  regret  the  provisions  of  a  bill  which  hue 
just  been  submitted  to  the  House  of  Commons  by  the 
Right  Honourable  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  on  the  subject  of  Medical 
Reform. 

"  That  this  Committee  is  decidedly  of  opinion  that 
the  unconditional  repeal  of  the  Act  of  the  Apothe- 
caries of  1815  would  be  productive  of  the  most  dis- 
astrous results,  both  to  the  Medical  Profession  and  the 
public,  inasmuch  as  it  would  throw  open  the  practice 
of  medicine  to  all  unqualified  persons,  without 
restraint,  that  being  one  of  the  avowed  objects  of  Sir 
James  Graham. 

M  Hurt  under  existing  circumstances  this  Committee 
is  of  opinion  that  a  Special  General  Meeting  of  the 
General  Medical  Practitioners'  Assembly  should  be 
convened  for  Monday,  the  26th  of  August,  at  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  for  the  purpose  of  taking- 
into  consideration  the  best  course  to  be  adopted  in  the 
present  threatening  crisis  of  medical  affairs." 

The  President  remarked  hereupon  that  he  did  not 
exactly  know  what  was  the  bill  alluded  to,  but  he 
understood  that  the  principle  of  protection  was  almost 
entirely  done  away  with,  and  that  the  practice  of 
medicine  had  been  almost  thrown  open  to  any 
adventurer. 


The  following  motions  were  then  submitted  and 
passed,  and  the  meeting  separated. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Sodkn,  of  Bath,  and  seconded  by 
Mr.  Flower,  of  Chilcompton,  "  that  the  thanks  of 
this  meeting  are  due  and  are  hereby  given  to  those 
gentlemen  who  have  read  cases  and  presented  commu- 
nications at  this  meeting." 

i  Moved  by  Dr.  Fatbll,  of  Sheffield,  and  seconded 
:by  Dr.  Branson,  of  Sheffield :— "  That  the  Anniver* 
isary  Meeting  for  1845,  take  place  at  Sheffield;  and 
that  Dr.  Cordeq  Thompson  be  appointed  President 
j  Klftct," 
:    Moved  by  Mr.  Terry,  of  Northampton,  and  se*- 


NEW  MEMBERS, 
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conded  by  Mr.  Paget,  of  Leicester :— "  That  the 
thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to  the  Right  Hon.  the 
Earl  Spencer,  Chairman  of  the  Quarter  Sessions,  and 
to  the  County  Magistrates,  Cor  the  use  of  the  County 
Hall." 

Mr.  Terry  having  taken  the  chair  on  Dr.  Robertson's 
leaving  it. 

Moved  by  Dr.  Hastings,  of  Worcester,  and  seconded 
by  Mr.  Ns^nham,  of  Farnham  :— ".That  the  thanks 
are  justly  due,  and  that  they  be  given  to  the  worthy 
President,  Dr.  Robertson,  for  his  unwearied  attention 
to  the  duties  of  his  office,  during  the  sittings  of  the 
Association  at  their  Anniversary." 


NEW  MEMBERS. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  admitted  members 
of  the  Association,  during  the  days  of  meeting:— J. 
G»  Lever,  Esq.,  Culworth,  near  Banbury;  John 
Cornwall,  Esq.,  Ashcott,  near  Bridgwater;  Samuel 
Crompton,  Esq.,  Manchester;  Charles  Hayes  Higgins, 
Esq.,  Taunton;  —  Nicholson,  Esq.,  Ashbourne ;  H. 
Crawford,  Esq.,  Canterbury;  Henry  Scrase,  Esq., 
LongBuckby;  Charles.  Hpddle  Kipling,  Esq.,  New- 
port Pagnel ;  Henry  Gatty,  Esq.,  Market  Harborough ; 
James  Paxton,  M.D.,  Rugby;  John  J.  Evans,  Esq. 
St.  Neofs;  Ebenezer  Vorley,  Esq.,  Roade,  near, 
Northampton ;  —  Heaton,  M.D.,  East  Parade,  Leeds; 
Wn  Paky>  M.D.,  Peterborough;  Howell  William 
Owen,  Esq.,  Irthlingborough,  near  Higham  Ferrers ; 
Joseph  Noble,  M.D.,  Dunwich  Hall,  Leicester ;  Frank 
Rilliger,  Esq.,  Leicester;  —  Starling,  Esq.,  Higham 
[Ferrers;—  Boodle,  Esq.,  Chilcompton ;  David  Reece 
Thomas,  Esq.,  Rounds,  near  Higham  Ferrers;  T. 
Hodgkin,  M.D.,  London ;  Thos.  Peter  Fornix,  Esq., 
Kimbolton;  Edward  Welchmaa,  Esq.,  Southern; 
Richard  Jones,  Esq.,  Brackley;  Thos.  Fitspatrick, 
Esq.,  Northampton;  John  Clarke  Weldon,  Esq., 
Wansteed ;  Robt  Rosebrook  Morrisj  Esq.,  Brixworth, 
near  Northampton ;  Sir  George  Lefevre,  London ;  B. 
Lever,  Bsq.,  Blakesley,  near  Towcester;  John  James 
Mason,  Esq.,  Kilsby ;  J.  P.  Knott,  Esq.,  Btisworth. 

The  account  of  the  dinner  we  are  compelled  to  post- 
pone until  next  week 


SIR  JAMES  GRAHAM'S  BILL  ON  MEDICAL 

REFORM. 

Ifee  Medical  Reform  Bill  was  introduced  into  the 
House  of  Commons  by  Sir  James  Graham,  on  Wed- 
nesday last,  (August  7th).  The  necessity  for  giving  a 
full  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Anniversary 
Meeting  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Asso- 
ciation, held  during  the  last  week  at  Northampton, 
precludes  us  from  doing  more  than  offering  a  mere 
outline  of  the  measure.  The  first  and  principle  fea- 
ture of  the  bill  seems  to  be  the  removal  of  all 
restrictions  upon  the  practice  of  medicine  as  regards 
•the  community  at  large.  There  is  to  be  no  restriction 
Whatsoever  in  the  privatej>ractice  of  medicine ;  but  on 
the  other  hand  none  but  those  who  are  recognized  by 
•competent  authority,  none  but  legally  qualified 
snejdical  practitioners  are  to  be  .eligible  to  fill  any 


public  medical  or  surgical  offices,  and  these  sre 
defined  to  mean  those  offices  in  which  the  cttergfefer''  * 
medical  attendance  does  riot  rest  with  the  patienf  nor  '-• 
any  member  of  his  family.  All  acts  and  chatters 
imposing  restrictions  on  the  practice  of  physicians  and 
surgeons  are  to  be  repealed,  and  all  particular  and  ' 
local  privileges  to  practice,  including  those  now  exer- 
cised by  the  London  College  of  Physicians  to  be  abo- 
lished. A  Council  of  Health  in  direct  connexion 
with  the  Government  is  proposed  to  be  established  in 
the  metropolis,  for  the  proceedings  of  which  the 
Government  is  to  be  more  or  less  responsible.  To 
this  Council  all  matters  affecting  the  public  health ; 
questions  of  contagion;  the  laws  of  quarantine,  Ac, 
are  to  be  referred.  The  Council  of  Health  is  to  hold 
periodical  sittings  in  the  metropolis.  The  Regius  pro- 
fessors of  medicine  at  Oxford,  Cambridge,  Dublin, 
Edinburgh,  and  Glasgow,  are  to  be  ex-officio  mem- 
bers. One  physician  and  one  surgeon  are  to  be 
chosen  respectively  by  the  Colleges  of  Physicians,  and 
the  Colleges  of  Surgeons,  in  England,  Scotland,  and 
Ireland.  And  six  members  are  to  be  appointed  by  the 
crown.  Of  these  six  members  one  physician  and  one 
surgeon  are  recommended  to  be  selected  from  the 
provinces.  These  six  members,  nominated  by  the 
Crown,  with  the  ex-officio  and  the  elected  members, 
and  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  time  being  to 
compose  the  Council.  Of  the  number  appointed 
the  by  Crown,  one  physician  and  one  surgeon  to 
retire  annually,  but  to  be  eligible  for  re-election, 
(by  the  profession  at  large  ?)  Of  those  elected  by 
the  colleges,  one  physician  and  one  surgeon  to 
retire  every  three  years.  The  ex-officio  members  are 
permanent.  An  alphabetical  register  to  be  kept  of 
all  physicians,  surgeons,  and  licentiates  in  medicine 
and  surgery,  and  the  list  to  be  published  annually. 

^e  council  of  health,  on  letters  testimonial  being  • 
granted  by  any  of  the  licensing  bodies  in  the  country, . 
who  are  to  retain  the  power  of  conferring  diplomas, 
ito  permit  the  party  to  be  registered,  without  farther 
examination.  The  letters  testimonial  to  be  founded  on 
examination  by  the  respective  licensing  bodies.  The 
degree  of  licentiate  in  medicine  not  to  be  conferred 
under  the  age  of  21  j  that  of  surgeon  under  the  age 
of  25 ;  and  of  physician  under  the  age  of  26.  None 
but  those  duly  registered  by  the  Council  of  Health  to 
be  allowed  to  fill  any  medical  or  surgical  office  in  any 
tpubltc  hospital,  prison,  infirmary,  dispensary,  work- 
houBe,  or  other  public  institution  in  the  United 
Kingdom  ;  or  any  medical  or  surgical  office  in  the 
army  or  navy,  or  (with  the  exception  of  native  sur- 
geons) in  the  East  India  Company's  service.  None 
but  the  duly  registered  to  be  exempt  from  serving  on 
juries,  or  in  corporate  or  public  offices,  and  no  medical 
certificate  to  be  received  in  any  court  of  law  except 
from  persons  duly  registered.  None  but  registered 
persons  to  have  the  power  of  recovering  by  law  any 
charge  for  attendance,  medicine,  &c.  Such  are  the 
principal  provisions  of  the  measure  introduced  by  the 
Home  Secretary.  We  shall  refrain  from  making  any 
remarks  upon  them  until  the  measure  is  itself  more 
fully  before  us,  and  until  sufficient  time  has  been 
allowed  for  giving  to  it  that  consideration  which-  the 
importance  of  the  subject  demands. 
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CHARTER  OF  THE  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  end 

Ireland  in  Parliament  assembled,  the  Petition  of  the 

undersigned  Medical  Officers  of  the  Horse  and  Foot 

Guards. 
Humbly  sheweth— 

That  the  recent  Charter  granted  to  the  Royal  Col- 
lege of  Surgeons  of  England,  a  copy  of  which  was 
lately  laid  on  the  table  of  your  Honourable  House, 
presses  with  peculiar  severity  on  the  officers  of  their 
department,  nearly  the  whole  of  whom  are  by  it  deprived 
of  those  privileges  they  nave  hitherto  enjoyed,  in  con- 
sequence of  an  undue  precedency  granted  to  Surgeons 
in  civil  life,  whilst  they  will  also  be  deprived  in  future 
of  the  hope  of  succeeding  to  offices  of  honour  and 
profit  in  the  College,  whatever  may  be  their  ability  or 
the  eminence  they  may  have  acquired  in  the  service 
of  their  country. 

Your  Petitioners  now  appeal  to  your  Honourable 
House,  in  full  confidence  that  their  claims  will  be 
fully  and  favourably  considered. 

Your  Petitioners,  whenever  employed  in  the  service 
of  their  country,  either  at  home  or  abroad,  have  always 
endeavoured  faithfully  to  discharge  the  duties  of  their 
station,  and  have  used  every  exertion  to  improve  the 
practice  of  their  profession. 

Your  Petitioners  respectfully  but  earnestly  submit, 
that  they  should  not,  in  consequence  of  being  employed 
in  the  public  service,  be  considered  to  have  forfeited 
their  civil  rights  as  Members  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons. 

Your  Petitioners  humbly  pray  that  your  Honourable 
House  will  not  confirm  any  measure  depriving  them 
of  their  hitherto  acknowledged  rights  and  privileges, 
without  giving  them  an  opportunity  of  being  beard 
by  themselves  or  Counsel,  either  at  the  bar  of  your 
Honourable  House,  or  in  such  other  way  as  your 
Honourable  House  may  be  pleased  to  direct. 

And  your  Petitioners,  &c. 


THE  LATE  DR.  BARLOW,  OF  BATH. 

It  is  an  act  due  to  the  memory  of  this  worthy  and 
much  lamented  man,  who  took  so  lively  an  interest  in 
the  formation  of  the  Association,  to  state  that  an 
admirable  likeness  of  htm  has  been  engraved  by 
Thomson,  from  a  picture  by  Mr.  C.  F.  Tayler,  of 
Oxford  Row,  Bath,  who  attended  the  present  anni- 
versary with  copies  of  the  engraving  for  exhibition 
and  sale.  There  is  no  doubt  that  when  the  Members 
generally  are  made  aware  of  the  existence  of  this 
plate  they  will  not  fail  to  become  possessed  of  so  well 
executed  a  memento  of  deceased  worth  and  friendship. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

Gentlemen  admitted  members  on  Friday,  August 
9th,  1844 :— J.  P.  M.  Smith ;  W.  Hitchman  ;  J. 
Clarkson;  C.  C.  Mead;  F.  Renard;  J.  L.  Crosby; 
J.  Marshall;  E.  F,  Palmer;  T.  H.  Smith;  H.  J. 
Hunter;  E.  Robinson. 


METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAL  FOR  JUNE, 
1844. 

Kept  at  Sidmoutb, 
By  W.  H.  Cullek,  M.D.,  Sueoxon. 

Mean  of  External  Thermometer  at  9  a.m.  62£4 

p.m.  5&27 

the  Maxima,    ....  67*45 

Minima,     ....  51.95 

Mean  daily  range.    15.44 

Extreme  highest  on  the  24th    .....  74.25 

.    .       lowest,  on  the  4th 41.50 

Extreme  range.    32.75 

Mean  Dewpoint  at  9    a.m 55.15 

*.M 57.46 

Mean  of  Barometer  at  9  a.m.  .....  29.971 

p.m 29.651 

Extreme  highest  on  the  11th 30.300 

•    .      lowest  on  the  6th 29.654 

Extreme  range.      .646 

Number  of  days  fine 20 

....     on  which  any  rain  fell      •      5 
Distant  thunder  on  the  18th. 
Ditto,  with  lightning  on  23rd. 
Quantity  of  rain  in  inches ?        .534 


PMVAILINO  WINDS. 

N. 

N.E. 

|  E.  |  S.E.  |  S.  |  S.W. 

1  w. 

|  N.W. 

2 

1 

|    0  |     10    |    7   1       6 

1    3 

1      1   1 

&SMAXK8. 

In  June,  1843,  rain  fell  on  13  days,  and  4.566 
inches  in  quantity. 
Mean  temperature  at  9  a.m.,     ....     58.36 

Maxima 63.70 

Minima     ............      47.65 

Extreme  range     ....    34.25 

Daily  range 16 

Dew  point 53.07 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Communications  have  been  received  from  Mr.  H. 

Dayman;  Sir  John  Fife;  Dr.  H.  G.  Bull;  Dr.  Ogier 

Ward ;  Mr.  E.  Daniell ;  and  Dr.  Black ;  which,  together 

with  the  Papers  and  Cases  read  at  the  anniversary 

meeting  shall  receive  attention  as  soon  as  possible. 

It  is  requested  that  all  letters  and  communications  be 

sent  to  Dr.  Streeten,  Foregate  Street,  Worcester. 

Parcels,  and  books  for  review,  may  be  addressed  to 

the  Editor  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 

Journal,  care  of  Mr.  Churchill,  Princes  Street,  Soho. 
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A  SKETCH  OP  THE  LATE  INFLUENZA  AS  IT 
APPEARED  IN  THE  AGRICULTURAL  DIS- 
TRICTS 0?  CHESHIRE.  . 

By  C.  It.  Hail,  Esq.,  Surgeon,  Holmes  Chapel, 
Cheshire. 

-  Tlsecnsesnesof  an  agrienltwnl  population  are  usually 
snore  acute  in  their  character,  more  regular  in  their 
and  leas  frequently  obsesnusi  by  other  con- 
i  than  those  of  the  isnmbitaatn  of  large 
Their  observation,  accordingly,  is  well  cnlcu- 
I  to  enable  na  to  distinguish  what  is  essential  to 
tan  eoDstence  of  any  given- disease  from  its  mere  acci- 


b  the  district  of  which  I  write,  about  Christmas, 
sesrlatlna  was  epidemic,  and,  as  usual,  presented  itself 
wUh  every  degree  of  severity.'  •  The  inflaensa  medeits 
first  appearance  in  January,  bnt  i»  no  instance  was  it 
known  to  attack  one  who  had  suffered  from  a  severe 
form  of  the  scarlet  fever  which  preceded  it. 

After  feelings  of  general  debility  and  mental  depres- 
sion, without  any  assignable  cause,  for  a  variable  period, 
the  attack  was  generally  ushered  in  by  shivering,'  more 
or  lean  marked.  Chilliness;  aching- of  the  back  and 
loins,'  and  wandering  pains  of  the  limbs,  were  soon 
followed  by  a  sense  of  weight,  fullness  and  tension  of 
the  forehead  and  nostrils,  slight  soreness  of  {he  throat, 
dyspnoea  and  cough.  '  Skin  rather  harsh',  and  occa- 
sfoeafry  hot  and  dry,  but  not  uniformly  so,  arid  always 
perspiring  during  some  part  of  the  day.  Tongue 
usually  tremulous,  covered,  but  not  loaded, 
i  thin  greyish  secretion,  and  indented  by  the  teeth. 
Pulse  small,  irritable,  or  full  and  leaping,  but  without 
strength,  (f .  e.  very  easily  compressed,)  ranging  from 
fie  to  MO.  Urine  limpid  and  of  ordinary  quantity,  not 
at  first  depositing  any  sediment,  but  after  the  lapse  of 
a  week  or  more,  throwing  ddwn  the  lithates.  The 
esjsjels  usually  acted  regularly,  bnt  the  evacuations 
etnje>ev  eamimshed  -  consistence.  ■  Eyes  red  and  watery, 
hatauSCaiag  was  less  frequent  than  in  a  common  cold, 
nor  was  there  usually  so  much  discbarge  from  the. 
nostrils.  As  the  uneasiness  m  the  forehead  abated,  the 
sough  often  increased  In'  violence  arid  frequency, 
esaeesatty  during  the  night,  and  wan-attended  with  con- 
siderable oppression  and  tightness,  but  not  actual  pain, 
of  the  chest.  The  cough  was  spasmodic,  sudden,  hard, 
and  shaking,  sometimes  to  the  extent  of  producing' 
vertigo.  At  first  there  was  no  expectoration ;  about 
theaecond  or  third  day,  transparent  mucus  in  small 
ft  becoming  more  abundant  and  thicker  as  the, 
subsided,  was  secreted.  On  examining  the 
•the  back  of  the>pberynx^  uvula*  as*,  tonsils, 
ac*al,ft*Bnj*fl,tt44, 


were  suffused  with  a  pale,  red,  glassy  blush,  with 
pospte  streaks  (small  veins)  here  and  there ;  the 
uwuJa  elongated^  rather  tumid  and,  relaxed 

The  chest,  at  the  coinmeocement,  presented  nothing 
abnormal,  sounding  clear  on  percussjon,  ana*,  ftf 
nsspiratory  murmur  being  distinct.  Wheif  expwtprnr 
tion  was  established,  the  mucous  ronckuf  was  hear^ 
principally  over  the  bronchi  and  their  larger  ramifica- 
tions* The  sweeto  occurred  chiefly  *  the  iughk  V^ 
alight  uneasiness  at  the  chest  seldom  disanpesfeo' 
under  a  fortnight,  and  the  patient  usually  remained 
debilitated  and' very  susceptible  to  calarrhajl  affections 
for  at  leasts  month  subsequently;  elderly  people,  for 
a  much  longer  period. 

Such  were  {he  ordinary  symptoms  of  influenza  in 
its  simple  form.  But  complications  were  frequent 
and  arose  either  from  some  existing  irritation  being 
fanned  into  more  acute  action  by  undue  exposure, 
$c. ;  or,  otherwise,  from  the  Mbitual  morbid  lialbUi^r 
of  the  patient.  Thus,  a  bilious  person  had  congestion 
of  the  liver ;  one  subject  to  cynanche,  greater  af- 
fection of  the  throat ;  whilst  one '  with  previously  deli- 
cate chest  always  suffered  more  from  bronchial 
irritation.  In  none  of  these  local  exacerbations  of  the 
disease,  was  there  setup  acute  sthenic  injlaoimstipn. 

In  some,  in  whom  there  was  strong  reason  to,  sus- 
pect the  previous  existence  of  tubercles,  the  symptoms 
iOf  influenza  merged  in  those  of  active  pulmonary  god- 
sumption,  and  in  a  few  instances  led  speedily  to. a 
fatal  result.  But  there  were  many  cases  in  whicV  no 
such  suspicion  could  be  entertained,  occumng\amongft 
others,  in  robust,  large  chested  farmers  beyond  middle 
dgfawho  had  never  been  subject  to  pectoral  affections 
before,  in  which  the  symptoms  considerably  resembled 
those  of  phthisis,  thus  there  existed  considerable 
dyspnoea ;  respiration  high  and  frequent;  expectoration 
profuse,  and  muco-purulent,  the  pus  being  distinct  and 
in  large  quantities,  and  occasionally  streaked  with  blood ; 
mnebus  and  sibilant  ronchi,  and  sometimes,  when  the 
patient  coughed,  a  sound  very  like  the  splashing  and 
gurgling  sounds.  Pulse  rapid,  up  to  120  or"  130"; 
small  and  feeble ;  night  sweats ;  considerable  eniacut- 
tion.  Urine  turbid,  diminished  in  quantity,  and 
throwing  down  a  clay-coloured  sediment.' 

The  absence  of  dulness  on  percussion,  and  of  other 
pathognomonic  physical  signs,  of  confirmed  hectic; 
the  more  universal  affection  of  the  bronchia!  mem- 
brane than  is  usual  iri  phthisis;  and,  more  especially, 
the  simultaneous  occurrence  of  so  many  eases  at  ouee, 
and  the  effects  of  remedies,  were  to  be-  consider*! 
against  this  simulation  of  phthisis.       (f*'oOCjIp 

Death  occurred  only  where  acute  njttbisis  fc&4.  ane- 
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being  uged  42.  To  these  remark*  there  is  perhaps 
OM  exception';  a  respectable  farmer,  aged  75,  who  had 
been  a  free  liver,  had  a  severe  attack  of  influenza,  for 
which  he  was  confined  to  his  room  a  month.  From 
this  he  recovered,  and  followed  his  usual  avocations. 
Six  weeks  afterwards,  after  being  overheated,  he  drank 
freely  of  porter,  and  died  of  apoplexy.  The  general 
debffity  under  which  he  laboured  in  consequence  of 
the  influenza  probably  predisposed  to  the  attack. 

Many  cases,  however,  undoubtedly  phthisical,  bene. 
noovered  for  a  time.  Mrs.  W.,  aged  36,  suckling  her 
.fourth  child,  had  an  attack  of  influenza.  After  the 
second  week,  her  sputa  became  puriform,  marked  with 
Mood,  and  contained  tuberculous  granules ;  left  sub- 
clavicular space  flattened,  dull  on  percussion,  and  con- 
veying pectoriloquy.  Occasionally,  acute  pain  under 
the  top  of •  the  sternum.  "  Snow  falling"  pulse,  140. 
Her  mother  and  two  sisters  died  of  consumption.  In 
about  seven  weeks,  the  expectoration  gradually  dimi- 
nished, and  assumed  a  mucous  character ;  the  pulse 
fell  in  frequency  and  acquired  •strength ;  the  cough 
disappeared,  and /br  a  Hmt  the  patient  was  well.  Prom 
such  a  result  having  occurred  with  more  frequency 
than  is  usual  with  phthisis  when  developed  spontane- 
ously, I  believe  that  these  cases  may  be  considered 
rather  more  amenable  to  treatment,  and  permitting  of  a 
less  decidedly  unfavourable  prognosis,  than  those  of 
consumption  generally. 

The  treatment  of  the  disease  was  generally  directed 
10  relieve  the  chest,  and  was  that  of  sub-acute  bron- 
chitis. Venesection  was  very  rarely  necessary,  and 
leeches  over  the  sternum  were  applied  only  when  the 
txif— *»™»  of  actual  pain  pointed  out  the  propriety  of 
local  depletion.  The  feeling  of  weight  and  constric- 
tion at  the  chest,  ss  well  as  the  dyspnoea,  were  much 
more  benefitted  by  a  large  blister,  or  in  the  aged,  at  a 
htter  stage  of  the  affection,  by  the  repeated  use  of 
ajnapismt,  or  of  turpentine  and  camphor  under  a  hot 
poultice. 

Notwithstanding  the  perspiring  state  of  the  skin  sad 
the  compressible  pulse,  conditions  considered  by  some 
to  indicate  that  antimony  will  be  of  no  service,  tartar- 
tmetfe  was  found  the  best  sedative  that  could  be 
given.  In  combination  with  an  alkali,  and  small 
doses  of  morphine  or  tincture  of  henbane,  without 
being  given  to  the  extent  of  exciting  nausea,  it  allayed 
the  cough  and  thoracic  uneasiness,  and  promoted  expec- 
toration. This,  with  mucilsginous  drinks,  farinaceous 
food,  and  confinement  to  one  room  of  well-regulated 
'  temperature,  constituted  the  ordinary  treatment  until 
the  uneasiness  of  the  chest  was  removed,  and  the 
sputa  were  brought  up  with  perfect  esse.  The  pulse  was 
not  a  correct  guide,  remaining  frequent,  or  increasing 
in  fresjiiency,  when  it  was  no  longer  desirable  to  con- 
tinue) the  antiraofual  treatment  Calumba,  with 
ni«f rboaate  of  potash,  squills  and  henbane;  then 
quinine  and  more  generous  diet,  were  substituted. 

Notwithstanding  the  prostration  of  strength  which 
H  so  strikingly  present  throughout  the  entire  progress 
of  tenoenze,  it  was  found  injurious  to  give  tonics 
terry,  and  even  dangerous  So  check  expectoration 
suddenly,  as  by  port  wine  or  uiuusEal  tonics. 
In  elderly  peraoas  where  profuse  puriform  expectora- 


was  considered  that  the  danger  to  be  apfvehnoded  warn 
from  effusion  into  the  lung. 

In  these  cases,  diuretics,  repeated  blisters  to  the 
chest,  and  avoidance  of  all  strong  purgatives,  were  turn 
means  found  most  useful.  The  old  fashioned  and 
unchemkal,  but  efficacious  compound,  of  celoenol, 
squills,  digitalis,  and  soap,  and  small  doses  of  wine  of 
the  colchicum  seeds,  with  spirit  of  nitre  and  acetate  of 
ammonia,  and  weak  gin  imperial  as  a  drink,  proved  of 


Diaphoretics,  unless  the  antimony  be 
such,  were  not  exhibited,  as  the  sweats  which  accom- 
panied the  disease,  like  those  of  acute  iliuematinau, 
appeared  to  add  to  the  debility  without  affording  nary 
relief. 

When  the  pain  of  the  forehead  was  distressing,  a 
few  leeches  to  the  temples  were  of  more  sen-ice  tfassa 
blisters  in  allaying  it. 

In  cases  of  real  phthisis  with  influenza,  the  gentle 
antimonial  treatment,  together  with  cotmter-irritattosi 
by  means  of  tartar-emetic,  on  the  surface  of  the  < 
so  long  as  any  thoracic  uneasiness  remained,  was  f 
the  most  efficacious.  Rigid  abstinence  from  all  stinaa- 
lantswas  an  essential  adjuvant.  In  these  phthisical  cassas 
the  temperature  of  the  surface  was  an  important  awaits 
in  fbrmmg  a  preunoaw.  So  kmg  as  the  skin  reiiisim  id 
cool,  notwithstanding  the  pulse  might  he  lflfi  or  i«e\ 
and  the  sputa  unequivocally  characteristic,  the  | 
aesis  was  moderately  favourable.    In  every 

have,  for  the  time,  got  well.  Wherej 
heat  (a  snot/ear  heat)  of  the  skin,  I 
nets,  and  great  frequency  of  pulse  co-existed,  though 
the  cough  and  expectoration  were  not  extreme,  death 
always  ensued  in  a  short  time,  and  no  reasedynnjstsjnsd 
even  to  check  the  progress  of  the  disease. 

It  very  commonly  happened  that  at  some  period  of 
the  course  of  influenza,  the  liver  became  disordered, 
being  pained  by  gentle  pressure,  and  causing  lis  usual 
sympathetic  derangements ;  among  which,  irregularity 
and  wusruuttance  of  pulse  were  not  unfrequent.  If 
nausea  existed,  an  emetic  was  used  with  advantage, 
with  a  mild  mercurial  every  night  for  the  requisite 
length  of  time. 

In  a  few  instances,  where  the  affection  of  the  throat 
seriously  implicated  the  larynx,  an  antimonial  emetic, 
followed  by  calomel  and  opium,  and  a  blister  over  the 
top  of  the  chest,  removed  the  croupy  sound  of  the 
inspirations,  and  the  disease  aftexwarda  ran  its  usual 
course. 
Convalescence  was  usually  tsdkras  and  prolonged, 
mdered  more  so  by 
of  imperfectly  subdued  local 
and,  very  generally,  by  the  patient  persisting  in  the 
use  of  restorative  measures,  overlooking  in  the  mean 
time  some  existing  hepatic  derangement. 

After  the  subsidence  of  all  other  disagreeable  symp- 
toms, a  harassing  spasmodic  cough  often  remssaoa* 
worst  at  night,  and  entirely  preventing  sleep.  This 
was  almost  always  found  mainly  to  depend  oa  a  learned 
aad  congested  state  of  the  uvula  and  fauces,  and*  was 
remedied  by  pesunlling  the  throat  /saury  with  a  strong 
solsxion  of  aitrate  of  silver*  Barber  in  the  complaint, 
a  gssgm  of  nitrate  of  silter 
serves** 

intm)iis>M»oflaufl,nsUi 
la  America, 
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of  the  eyeMdo  with  con- 
junctival mflammation,  were  noticed.  In  tlw  cases  I 
nave  witnessed  of  the  present  epidemic,  the  brain 
an*  not  been  effected,  except  secondarily,  where 
ahlbnus or  bronchitis  of  a  severe  form  had  toperrened; 
nor  have  the  stomach  and  bowels  been  very  seriously 
implicated.  Loss  of  appetite,  thirst,  and  squeamishness, 
were  indeed  generally  present,  but  unless  the  liver  was 
disordered  there  was  no  abdominal  tenderness,  con- 
stipation, or  diarrhosa.  Inflammation  of  serous  mem- 
branes occurred  during  the  existence  of  influenza,  but 
not  more  frequently  perhaps  than  is  usual  at  this 
season  (spring),  when  no  epidemic  exists.  Patients 
recoveringfrom  pleurisy  or  peritonitis  would  be  attacked 
with  influenza ;  or,  on  the  other  hand,  during  con- 
valescence from  influenza,  pleurisy,  or  peritonitis,  would 
occur.  But  these  attacks  were  generally  attributable 
to  some  predisposition,  or  more  frequently,  to  want  of 
proper  care,  and  evidently  formed  no  essential  part  of 
the  prevailing  epidemic. 

Ine  weather  did  not  appear  to  exert  much  influence 
cm  the  epidemic,  many  of  the  most  severe  cases 
occurring  during  the  mild  open  weather  of  December 
and  the  beginning  of  January,  southerly  winds  pre- 
eaStag.  The  later  cases,  occurring  in  April,  May, 
aatt  June,  were  certainly  the  mildest. 

VmUMOMIA  IN  CHILDnSN. 

About  the  auddfeof  March,  acute  mnenmsationof  the 
Jsmsnia children  suddenly  became execedwetycommoo. 
9mm  not  having  a  single  case  under  treatment,  in  four 
days  thirteen  children  were  attacked  almost  simultane- 
ously. Of  these,  all  were  under  Ave,  most  under  two  years 
of  age.  In  two  instances,  three  children  in  one  family 
i  ill  together;  in  several  others,  two  at  once.  The 
t  at  which  the  little  patients  resided  from  each 
precluded  the  idea  of  the  disease  having  any 
local  origin ;  whilst  the  suddenness  of  its 
ion  all  constitutions  alikc,,-"-ettacking  indis- 
criminately the  strong  and  well-fed,  and  the  weak  and 
puny,  the  weather  meanwhile  being  mild  and  warm 
in  the  day-time,  frosty  during  the  night,  seemed  to 
entitle  the  affection  to  be  considered  as  an  epidemic. 
The  first  cases  were  not  eeen  until  the  structure  of 
the  lungs  had  become  extensively  inflamed,  hut  by 
the  disease  occurring  in  a  second  child,  during  attend- 
ance upon  the  first,  opportunity  was  given  for  observ- 
ing its  progress  from  the  very  commencement. 

Fretfulness,  restlessness,  eagernem  for  the  breast,  and 
unusual  quickness  of  breathing,  commonly  first  at- 
tracted attention.  The  tongue  was  coated  and  hot; 
palms  of  the  hands  hot  and  dry;  pulse  frequent; 
countenance  sometimes  flushed,  more  commonly  pale. 
Snort  dry  cough.  Respiratory  murmur  distinct  at 
fiat,  dry,  (whjfimg)  changing  its  character  as  the  dis- 
ease proceeded.    The  forehead  was  often  damp  with 
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In  twenty-four  hours,  or  earlier,  secretion  took  place 
from  the  bronchial  membrane.  The  breathing  was 
now  audibly  wheezing;  respiration  becoming  more 
frequent  and  laborious;  countenance  anxious,  aim 
nasi  playing*  end  month  slightly  open.  Cough  almost 
incessant,  occasionally  giving  rise  to  retching.  Dif- 
ferent varieties  of  mucous  ronchus,  and  distinct  ere- 
sitetsoe  below  the  shoulder  blades,  were  generally  easy 
|o  he    extinguished.    As  the  disease  advances;  the 

;  the  lips  and 


atonal  the  csnunyuioeitur*  of  tha  head  and  brow, 
and  coolness  of  the  legs,  evinced  the  impeded  state  of 
the  circulation.  Wheezing  respiration  generally  com- 
menced on  the  second  day;  pneumonia,  as  marked  by 
distinct  crepitation,  on  the  third. 

If  seen  at  the  outset,  the  repetition  of  a  few  doss* 
of  an  antimonial  emetic  mixture,  together  with  warm 
baths,  was  sufficient  to  cut  short  the  affection..  The 
same  method,  with  the  addition  of  leeches  ami  after- 
wards of  blisters,  was  successful  after  the  mucous 
rales  had  become  established  in  the  chest  But  where 
tlwre  was  crepitation,  this  treatment  seemed  to  allow 
the  disease  to  proceed  unchecked  to  its  fatal  termina- 
tion. Only  two  fatal  cases  occurred :  of  these,  the 
first  was  treated  without  mercury ;  the  second  wee  ant 
seen  until  the  patient  was  dying.  In  many  cases 
pneumonia  was  established  when  the  child  was  first 
visited.  The  following  was  the  treatment  employed. 
A  leech,  or  several  leeches,  according  to  the  age  and 
strength  of  the  child,  and  afterwards  a  large  blister  fa 
cover  the  sternum  for  three,  four,  six,  or  eight  hours, 
according  to  circumstances.  If  the  surface  generally 
was  cool,  which  often  occurred,  though  the  skin  over 
the  chest  was  hot,  the  child  was  first  put  into  a  warm 
bath  for  a  few  minutes.  Two  grains  of  calomel  were 
then  given  immediately,  and  a  grain  repeated  every 
hour,  a  little  sweetened  aniseed-water  being  put  into 
the  mouth  after  each  powder.  If  the  age  exceeded 
two  years,  two  grains  of  calomel  were  given  every 
hour.  An  antimonial  mixture  was  slso  conjoined,  bat 
after  some  experience  discontinued.  It  was  found  to 
produce  retching  and  exhaustion,  without  appearing  to 
exert  any  particularly  beneficial  influence  on  the  dis- 
ease. The  limit  to  the  employment  of  calomel  in  this 
way  was  the  effect  upon  the  breathing.  Aa  soon  as 
the  respiration  became  easier,  the  bronchial  secretion 
looser,  the  wheezing  softer,  and  the  anxiety  of  conn* 
tenance  less,  all  medicine  was  for  a  time  discontinue*. 
Until  this  commencement  of  improvement  took  pmee, 
the  calomel  was  persisted  in,  a  period  varying  from 
one  to  three  days  being  required;  usually  about  36 
hours.  After  ceasing  to  administer  the  dragy  the 
mercury  already  given  continued  to  exert  its  action  on 
the  system,  producing  an  amelioration  in  the  dysnocsa, 
but  at  the  same  time  extreme  frequency  of  j 
ipakasss  of  surface,  moisture  of  skin,  and  a 
minoDus  tongue.  The  state  of  exhaustio 
careful  management ;  it  was  usually  suffered  to  continue 
for  some  hours,  and  then  stimulants  were  given  only 
with  the  utmost  caution,  the  hot  flushed  cheek  and 
quickened  breathing  being  excited  by  the  slightest 
over-stimulation.  Diarrhosa  was  sometimes,  though 
not  usually,  excessive,  but  it  easily  gave  way  to  chalk 
and  opium. 

Thin  arrowroot  gruel,  containing  a  small  quantity  of 
cherry,  was  sometimes  given,  bat  1c  was  generally 
more  convenient  to  administer  the  stimulant  desired, 
in  the  shape  of  medicine.  Nuraee  end  awrthera  are  never 
to  be  trusted  when  "  nourishment"  is  allowed.  Spirit 
of  nitre,  in  a  weak  sweetened  solution  of  carbonate  of 
code,  was  the  mixture  ordinarily  employed,  and  was 
given  at  short  intervale  for  two  or  three  days,  until  the 
breathing  had  become  free,  and  the  cough  disappeared. 

In  the  rose  examples  in  which  jnsrenry  jsfsets  the 
earns  in  children  to  any  extent,  the  effect  is  oenalrythe 
disM^^bkonAQC  tlougnini:  J>%edj»na,f  £«tctlmre 
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jure  certain  evmehces'of  its  luring  affected  the  system 
m  Infants,  scarcely  less  useful  to  be  known  than  the 
.more  familiar  state  of  ptyalism  in  the  adult.  The 
occurrence  of  spinach-like  stoob  commences  early, 
and  is  no  criterion.  A  peculiar  pallor  of  the  face,  a  rise  in 
Vie  frequency  of  the  pulse,  and  a  grey1  mucous  secretion 
on  the  tongue,  are  the  usual  effects  of  calomel,  on 
Children.  A  slight  vesicular  eruption  about  the 
corners  of  die  mouth,  with  or  without  mother-of-pearl- 
llke  patches  on  the  mucous  lining  of  the  lips  and 
\fums,  Is  an  unerring  proof,  so  far  as  the  writer's  expe- 
rience has  taught  him,  that  the  system  is  mercurialised. 
"fltit  tlie  Only  guide  in  practice  is  the  amendment  of  the 
^diseases  for  which  the  remedy  is  given.  This  once 
ascertained  beyond  doubt,  the  improvement  will 
-proceed,  and  the  forther  employment  of  mercury,  being 
unnecessary,  is  an  evil. 

*  When  the  pneumonic  inflammation  had  already 
existed  too  Jbay,  this  mercurial  treatment  did  not 
prevent  more  or  less  hepatization  from  taking  place, 
'though all  acute  inflammatory  action  was  subdued.  In 
these  exceptional  cases,  the  small  frequent  pulse  and 
dyspnoea  continued  much  longer,  emaciation  ensued, 

*  and' relapses  were  more  frequent  When  increased  heat 
Of  skin  over  the  cheat,  greater  dryness  of  the  respira- 
tory sound  and  of  the  cough,  and  quickened  breathing, 
threatened  a  return  of  inflammatory  action,  mercury 

'  was  not  given  a  second  time,  tt  was  then  found  sufficient 
to  apply  a  leech  or  two,  and  exhibit  small  doses  of 
Ja^tiftaOuial  and  ifctecacuanha  wines,  combined  with  soda, 
'^inif  *IKer  the  stun  had  become  cooler,  and  free  secre- 
tion commenced  from  the  bronchial  membrane,  decoc- 
tidnbr  senega. 

'  It  la  remarkable  that,  allowing  for  the  greater  vigi- 
'faUce'  of  the  'parents  prompting  them  to  seek  assistance 
rearner,  still  of  the  cases  occurring  towards  the  end  of 
fee  prevalence  of  the  epidemic,  scarcely  any  presented 
Symptoms  of  pneumonia,  but  merely  those  of  mild 

•  bronchitis.  Inere  was  no  apparent  change  of  weather 
sufficient  to  account  far  this. 

rTofaes  Chapel;  Cheshire,  July  25, 1844. 


'  STORY  OP  A  QRAIN  OF  SAND  TO  ILLUSTRATE 
THE  CTUDY  OF  PRACTICAL  PATHOLOGY.* 
By  T.  W.  King,  Esq.,  F.R.C.S.E.,  London..     \ 

MIMICAL  ESSINTTAL8— COURSE  OF  SAND  SHUT 
UP  —  feOW  MUCH  DEPENDS  ON  THE  BODILY 
HEALTH — ADDITIONAL  ILLU6TBATIONS — USB    OF 

PREPARATIONS. 

f 

....  Eh*  peasant  state  and  progress  of  the  profession 

affords  occasion  and  great  excuse,  if  any  be  necessary, 
>fajmSpW*  &  trifle,  or  offering  an  exposition  of  an 

,«r^ina*y  process. 

...  ,A da/em  the  essentials  of  the  profession  to  be  phy- 

ejdoffcal  reflection,  with  bed-aide  and   dead-house 
.to°wledge  5  but  do  we  not  And  that  the  tendency  of 

examinations  is  wore  and  more  to  sacrifice  these  things 
Jot  the  sake  of  a  great  mixed  mass  of  comparatively 
m%i  matter  ?    A  lecturer  of  the  usual  share  of 


'  **b*  following  appeared  to  me  a  legitimate  mode  of 
'*sMss*lsig*Be.vtaws  I  *a*e  adteoeatad  an  Jmmoraikm  and 
stoiWfea,,  t>*^er>apeff  tats*  4ovf*el,  Also  sewers! 
•  «$f«aa  "thmaand  irritation,  in  the  Medical  Gazette,  and 
ormary  stricture,  in  the  Lancet. 


ability  Cone  of  *  hundred),' aiming  to  gain  ertptyTeml 
practice,  does  what  he  may  to  Decbme  a  cbnu^eMsjusL 
The  author  of  a  huge  compendium,  or  rather'  the 
writers  of  near  a  dozen  compendious  comp&twe^owj 
provide  what  is  required  by  the  London  Univeniky. 
The  dexterous  grinder— a  genius  in  his  art— com- 
prises the  indispensable*  of  examinations;  as  it  were,  is 
a  single  speaking  vade-mecum.  And  whilst  law  sad 
deference  must  say  to  a  young  man,  attend  your  lec- 
tures and  pass  your  examinations,  the  consequence  sa„ 
that  the  higher  he  aims  the  more  he  crowds  his 
memory,  and  the  more  exclusively  bis  time  is  given  to 
the  lesst  needful  parts  of  sound  medical  knowledge. 
The  ordinary  term  of  medical  study  is  thus,  in  the  mais, 
absolutely  wasted. 

The  most  practical  examination  I  know  of  is  that  of 
the  college  of  Surgeons,  but  against  its  apparent  dis- 
position to  set  up  an  abstract,  and— for  the  object 
intended— an  useless  comparative  anatomy,  I  venture 
to  express  a  settled  opinion.  I  hold,  indeed,  last 
Hunter  himself  greatly  neglected  his  profession  in 
seeking  a  different  glory  in  the  bowels  of  wonnssed 
in  the  habits  of  insects,  or  else  he  might  have  dose 
still  more  that  was  just,  and  leas  that  was  erroneous, 
in  surgery. 

Common  sense  says,  shun  the  physician  who  seems 
to  dabble  in  extraneous  things ;  and  h  is  dsngenm 
with  the  utmost  art,  to  mingle  even  chemistry1  ortse 
microscope  with  strictly  professional  aims,  attlnlg* 
one  in  London  may  gain  much  nnUfcf  fltt  volfrlmllmv 
of  the  stethoscope  or  bougie. 

I  would  now  ask,  hoping  that  brevity'**/  he  same 
apology  for  dogmatism,  whether  such  a  mode  of  con- 
sidering things  as  the  subjoined,  applied  to  each  eVpro 
of  the  body,  be  not  a  more  healthful  and'l**efel 
course  fbra  young  practitioner  than  learning  by  Heart 
an  encyclopaedia  of  chemistry,  botany,  of  snamny? 
The*  feUowtng  is  a  description  from  the  OsSafoglie  of 
Guy's  Museum  !*— 

"  A  grain  of  sand  from  beneath  the  cutis  of  tBchall 
of  the  thumb,  where  it  was  partially  secluded  Tor  neir 
a  year,  without  irritation.  After 'a  severe  graze)  (of 
wounds  were  left  to  dry  and  heal.  Some  gravel  hsriftg 
been  first  washed  away,  scanty  healthy  'suppuration 
brought  out  two  Or  three  large  grains.  The  abort 
seems  to  have  been  shut  up  by  adhesion,  bat  there 
remained  a  puncture,  which  gradually  filled  wtth  a 
column  of  dead  cuticle,  the  drawing  but  of '  wfdjch 
several  times  did  not  expose  or  render  accessible  fte 
foreign  bddy.  Vet  it  was  supposed  that  nothing  Bat 
an  incomplete  closing  in  of  a  deep  cell  would  account 
for  the  persistence  of  the  little  dry  sinus. 

"  It  was  determined,  therefore,  to  leare  the  'accu- 
mulating scales  to  enlarge  (as  a  tent)  the  stnus,  wmi 
the  hope  of  making  an  outlet  for  the  sequestrum. 
This  in  effect  took  place.  A  mass  near  six  t&esai 
large  as  the  grain  was  ultimately  formed,  aha  the 
grain  picked  out  with  it.  •       -*  v  • 

"The  first  named  columns  of  dead  cuticle  to^JJff6 
or  four  weeks 'to  form ;  the  last  mass  accumuhSsfm 
about  ten  weeks.  I n  the  middle  of  this  fast  JeflB 
there  was  a  little  local  tenderness  for  a'day  or  *"$£* 
about  the  grain  wax  found  a'Httle  cruary  nutfer,  rsfp* 
resemblfng  dried  pus.  >niCjIpUi  * 

-Within  ,  «tdc  Iter  tfe  finmtJPj*  $*> 
body,  the cutto  4aa  (fbitt'treh  iaS  Offi*.* 
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it  wot,  alone,  wirisnmt  nmmmjgemeiit,  be  recttrcsted,  us 
«»  awjsaeel  *"t*  Vr     watt  -the  hiinuaoou  of  lessens 

lM»^*lifc#i«^ww«ticmofcMW?  Fee  those  wha 
wmy  dlsuna*  thwehnple  view  stated*  I  may  add  some- 
thing* the  way  of  corseAoreimu.  When  an  easting 
it  removed,  the  articular  canal  accumulates  dsavii, 

The.  uncut  incurveted  mil  penetrates  (he  hand  end 
acquires  a  canal  lined  with  akin.  The  deformed  tusks 
etsnrenuedotbe  like,  and  in  how  many  various  ways 
do  ftsgsjgu  hodiea  that  Mtumliae.  I  have  seen  an 
inch,  of  the  tooth  of  a  comb  long  imbedded  in  the  face, 
needlessly  cat  down  upon,  but  harder  to  draw  oat  than 
*  tooth.  Old  false  canals  are  seen  in  the  urethra  lined 
by  lair  membrane,  (hence  various  bridles  and  reticular 
tasnaj  and  even  the  transpierced  prostate.  A  mere 
braise  may  give  rise  to  fatal  disease,  whilst  a  large 
abscess,  with  carious  vertebra),  may  dry  up  and  fossilize. 
Two  winters  of  threatening  phthisis  may  precede  the 
fatal  attack  or  the  permanent  cure.  Ten  yearly  attacks 
of  gout  usher  in  the  last  A  rheumatic  fever  may 
never  return.  But  these  things  appertain  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  effects  of  diathesis  from  day  to  day 
and  from  year  to  year,  which,  with  the  dependence  of 
dia^esjs  on  remedies  and  .outward  things,  comprises 
the  whole  science  of  medicine. 

Inthnmomsisnof  St.  George's  Hospital,  J  saw,  by 
th*  favour  of  an  accomplished  morbid  anatomist,  Mr. 
P.  6.  Hewetft  an  example  of  receded  or  cured  abscess 
of  the  scrotum.  .  A  cell,  the  sine  of  a  wajnui  full  of 
cretaceous  matter,  with  thin  indurated  and  earthy 
jraOsr^edbeen  hanging  loose,  subject  to  motion  and 
violence for  many  yearn,  and  ecosskmally  threatened 
with  active  inflammstion^yct  did  the  constitution  so 
resdily  regain  a  healthy  balance  after  repeated  dis- 
■tnrjuuicfs,  as  to  preclude  progressive  disorganization, 
even  with  what  aboutyseem  the  greatest  locaj  provocsr 
turns.  I  do  not,  however,  aaserfcthat  the  original  was 
not  a  dead  hydatid  in  this  case. 

An  hydatid  in  Guy's  Museum  has  a  singular  history. 
A  young  man  was  treated  for  hydrocele,  and  then  for 
bsjDiayoeelc,  and  finally  for  active  scrotal  m&uxuaation* 
and  it  was  said  that  the  tunica  vaginalis  reflexa 
sloughed  away.  The  specimen  is  preserved  as  a 
simple  hydatid,  of  the  sire,  of  aa  orange,  which  had 
.been  some  time  shut  up  dead  and  contracted. 

I  have  been  a  good  deal  surprised  formerly  in  dis- 
secting the  leg  of  s  horse,  to  find  a  very  considerable 
number  of  thorns  scattered  and  long  encysted  beneath 
the  skin.  Atpreseat^Jjpwever,  I  fed  inore  disposed  to 
express  astonishment  at  the  tardiness  an  the  part  of 
most  surgeons,  to  acknowledge  the  actual  state  of  con- 
stitution as  the  only  subject  of  importance  in  cmv 
atdering  such  irritations. 

Cheselden,  in  his  pistes  of  the  bones,  has  strongly 
depicted  the  circumstance  of  a  foreign  body  becoming 
safer/  impacted*  after  giving  rise  to  great  disorganise- 
tion.  Thepamtcf  aiergebuTcisseenm 
•f  the  femur,  which,  having  induced  inflammation, 
cnejtriictkm*  and  ankylosis,  yet  became  shut  up  and 

Do  not  the  multfpacUyof  such  facts  .nojnt  out  the 


trahV^hatsaere  sia  time,  liWe  lejild,  bu**B4m- 


to 

most  safe,  and  when  fc  power  of  reristyuj  mfecfteji  is 
at  its  seme.  Hie  question  of  <he  absorption  oT  ant  ia 
vy  no  means  the  same  asthatof  the  dijftag  wp'  of  tut 
■bsrsiw  or  empyema. 

The  filtering  away  of  fluids  from  the  cesspool  of  the 
colon  into  ihe  blood  is  reasonably  to  he  compared  fen 
the  drying  up  of  a  cell  of  liquid  corruption,  and  may 
serve  to  render  the  latter  less  doubtful  and*  wonderful. 
In  a  long  walk  the  fluid  of  a  diarrhoea  may  oe  dlsnosed 
vf  by  absorption,  unexpectedly* 

Cass.  —  Gelding,  n  lad  aged  14,  had;  done.  1*44, 
a  great  and  deforming  fluid  tumour  in  the  aim«f  >lhe 
tirer}hishea«^w>smcrsaaii)glydelieate, 

January,  1936.  The  sac  burst  into  She  peritsanmm  ; 
the  collapse  and  fever  gradually  subsided,  ande»gn*w 
quite  strong. 

July,  1039.  Symptoms  of  decline  became  turns**, 
and  the  side  more  full*  he  suddenly  cwaghed  ua>  n 
quantity  of  pus.  There  wave  variable  signs  of  abaesns 
booth?  sod  decMneto  the  end  «f  tha  year,  annum 
appeared  n>  have  vomited  matter  aevemi  tame* 

He  gradually  regained  all  the  vigour  of  youth*,  end 
now  (1*44)  continues  in  good  bee**.  The  main 
•bjecta  of  the  treatment  throughout  his 
under  my  own  directions,  were  to  i 
and  to  avoid  the  least  disturbing  causes  iu:the  way  of 

Dr.  Bria^  recorded  the  first  part  of  thai  case  in  use 
Guy's  Hospital  ftenetts,  No.  5,  p.  472.  /  eeswwof 
4Aeey*rf  U  wsssssssy  Is  ems  my  omu  gelet  fcseVssal 

A  strong  advocate  for  the  microaeope>  fottoeriy  a 
justly  eminent'  teacher  of 
aariety  of  apechnena  mestafclished 
^  in  svsry  sense  hiUTaeticaiiy  sealed  ;'*  hut  item 
hardly  Just  to  auanose  such  an  one  i 
new  9M  dairy  kmoaa  in  our  great  «ottnttioaj» 
the  import  of  hie  words,  however  fitted  to 
•mile,  could  not  admit  a  fatvaiubleeoaatrum  Far 
my.own  pert  even  toasse  prthftUujirsl  spsaunint  well 
preserved,  seem  stUl  among  the  most  profitable  sub- 
jects of  nrofcmioual  study. 

After  yeara  more  oe  less  devoted  * 
causes"  among  the.  processes  of  health  and 
with  no  great  respect  far  the  brightest  empirical  uem> 
Qtfcoere,  I  count  it  my  highest  medical  advantage  m 
hate  learned  in  part  to  arena  well  ordered  serum  ef 
merbid  specimens,  to  trace  the  steps  of  < 
haps  to  cosapare  dry  hones  that  are  a 
apart.  If  an  exostosis  msy  waste  away;  if  1 
are ojtenest  found  cured;  if  a  needle  be>fosmd  1 
lastly  travailing  through  a  man's  liver ;  hi  the  met 
obscured  in  a  bottle  of  dear  spirit  ? 

Is  it  not  by  a  host  of  such  facts  and  pioeesses  stored 
in  the  mind,  uumumd  with  old  bookish  errors,  that  we 
may  hope  to  be  proof  against  the  daily  new  and  ground, 
lam  statement*  mat  abound  in  perhaps  nine  books  eat 
often?  Can  a  physiciaa  knew  truth  from  Iks  nithaut 
the  former  taliamanic  eunerienoe?  Water  Okas  aw 
many  things  j  but  to  dieaolve  gold,  and  fee 
purity  of  material  is 

like  Ha 
and,  again,  why  essay  others  < 
truth  by  books.  36yi 


VACCINATION  OVSMftMING  SMALL-POX. 


.   CAM  OF.  RECENT  V^COHMTtON  OYSaU< 
COMING  8*AJUUPQX. 

By  B.  Dakisll,  Esq.,  Surgeon,  Newport  Pegnell. 
(stand  at  the  Annxrenuy  Meeting  oi  the  Provincial 

Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  Aug.  7th,  1844.} 

I  was  directed  by  the  overseer  of  the  parish  of 
|4berington,  on  the  10th  of  April,  1830,  to  visit  a 
pauper  ihen  residing  at  Emberton,  Who  was  said  to  be 
suffering  from  small  pox.  She  was  a  young  woman 
about  18  years  of  age,  of  spare  habit,  but  generally 
healthy.  It  appeared  that  her  object  in  being  away 
Awn  her  own  pariah  was  to  attend  upon  an  aunt,  who 
was  very  ill  of  small  pox.  As  the  aunt  belonged  to  toe 
pariah  of  Emberton,  she  waa  attended  by  Mr  Aapray, 
of  Olney,  a  gentleman  who  has  since  resided  in  North- 
ampton, and  who  in  all  probability  is  present  at  this 
meeting.  When  I  saw  the  patient  she  was  suffering 
. aevaralfftoui  the  pyrexial  symptoms  attendant  on  small- 
poavai»dt^wholebedyw»seovmdw1tfa  elevations-^not 
the  point  of  a  phi  could  be  inserted  between  them— and 
the  impression  open  my  arind  was  that  she  weald  have 
one  of  the  moat  formidable  attacks  of  the  disease  I  had 
over  witnessed. 

Whatever  traces  of  beauty  she  might  possess  ap- 
peared on  the  eve  of  being  sacrificed  to  the  merciless 
ravages  of  one  of  the  direst  enemies  female  loveliness 
ever  encountered. 

On  the  12th  I  saw  tier  again;  the  fever  was  not  so 
Wgh,  but  the  appearance  of  4he  pustules,  or  rather  the 
incipient  promise  of  pustules,  excited  my  astonishment, 
for  they  had  made  no  sort  of  progress  towards  matu- 
rity. Of  course  I  had,  under  these  circumstances,  a 
very  unfavourable  impression  of  the  case. 

On  the  14th  I  again  visited  her;  the  exanthematous 
elevations  nearly  gone;  still  no  unfavourable  symp- 
•aeae;  on tbeoootrary,  faver  is  abated ;  headache  much 
tarn;  pupate  normal;  pulse  regular,  although  some- 
what rapid ;  bowels  free,  without  tenderness  or  tension 
over  the  abdomen.  The  case  puzzled  me  exceedingly, 
and  I  began  to  fancy  that  I  must  have  been  mistaken 
in  the  character  of  the  disorder,  although  I  could  find 
nothing  in  the  whole  range  of  the  exanthemata  which 
bore  an  analogous  appearance.  I  was,  however,  roused 
from  this  state  of  uncertainty  and  put  upon  a  new 
neent,  by  the  poor  woman  in  the  next  room,  who  | 
•ailed  out,  "Has  she  showed  you  her  arms"?  "ffcr 
-arms,"  I  replied,  "  what  about  her  arms  ?"  "  Oh  ln  she 
•aid,  "when  Mr.  Aspray  was  visiting  me,  he  asked  her 
if  she  had  had  the  cow-pox,  and  as  she  said  no,  she 
believed  not,  he  very  kindly  cut  her  for  it." 

ilorejvaa  a  remarkable  instance  of  a  mild  disease 
•vureoming  whst  might,  nay,  would,  I  verily  believe, 
have  assumed  a  most  malignant  form.  Upon  each 
arm  were  two  very  fine  vaccine  pustules,  which  ran  on 
without  interruption  to  their  fnll  maturity,  killing,  as 
it  were,  by  their  simple  energy  the  great  Goliah  which 
Mdusnrped  the  system.  I  forwarded  to  the  Vaccine 
Institution  a  memorandum  of  the  case  at  the  time, 
hot  as  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  seeing  any  of  their 
publications,  I  do  not  know  whether  any  notice  was 
••ken  of  it.  It  suggested  to  my  mind,  what  I  believe 
has  been  thought  of,  and  recommended  before,  namely. 


butrtsK 

„  a  body  at  the  c___  _______ 

salutary  influence  will  he  frodoced,  and  I  aas  inritneal 
to  think,  under  every  circumstance,  it  ought  as  baaaasa\ 
as  it  is  an  experiment  wherein  no  danger  can  buvftv* 
curved,  and  where  good  may  possibly  be  ] 

I  visited  her  again  on  the  16th,  when  she  wm 
convalescent;  and  I  did  not  think  it  needful  to  4 
anymore. 


NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE  INFIRMARY, 
Practice  of  Sir  John  Fir  a,  Reported  by  Mr.  F.  A.  Oiuaw 

\/  LITHOTOMY. — NUW   MODS  OF  OPBUATIWO. 

William  Bolton,  aged  5,  Cumberland,  admitted 
July  25th,  1844,  under  the  care  of  Sir  John  Pile, 
with  calculus  vesicae,  accompanied  by  the  usual 
symptoms;  he  also  passes  his  fasces  and  urine  to- 
gether. Rectum  becomes  prolapsed  when  he  strains 
much;  enjoys  good  health,  although  he  doea  not 
gather  fat  like  other  healthy  young  boys.  When 
six  months  old,  was  affected  in  some  manner,  which 
altered  his  appearance.  At  the  end  of  twelve  months 
his  mother  began  to  suspect  that  something  was 
wrong  with  his  water,  and  from  that  time  he  has  been 
more  or  less  troubled  with  symptoms  of  stone ;  occa- 
sionally, however,  these  would  be  quite  absent  for  eta 
months  together,  especially  once  after  talcing  a  decoction 
ofpellitory. 

On  the  28th  a  sound  was  attempted  to  be  paused,  Ike 
lad  had  to  be  held  down,  for  his  efforts  to  resist  were  most 
violent.  He  appears  to  be  excessively  irritable.  A 
small  sound  was  passed  down  the  urethra  with  difficulty, 
in  consequence  of  the  dreadful  spasms.  Sir  J.  Fife 
did  not  get  it  into  the  bladder,  but  he  reft  very  distinctly 
a  calculus  at  the  end  of  the  instrument.  The  perineum 
is  large  and  very  well  formed. 

29th.  Half-an-ounce  of  castor  oil  at  bed-time,  and 
a  common  enema  in  the  morning.  Fifteen  drops  of 
tincture  of  opium  half  an  hour  before  the  operation. 

30th.  Ten  a.m.,  was  brought  fnto  the  Operation 
room  and  properly  secured. 

Operation.  A  new  mode  of  performing  lithotomy. 
Sir  J.  F.,  on  the  morning  of  the  operation,  after  pas- 
sing the  usual  grooved  staff,  made  his  first  incision 
after  the  method  of  Dupuytren,  from  ischium  to  ischium, 
arching  over  the  anus,  the  convex  side  of  the  centre  of 
the  incision  passing  close  under  the  back  of  the  urethra, 
he  soon  reached  the  staff,  and  then  passed  his  knife 
into  the  bladder,  according  to  Liston's  plan,  dividing 
only  a  small  portion  of  the  prostate.  Uncommon 
difficulty  was  experienced  in  grasping  the  calculi, 
the  larger  one  being  of  an  oblong  form,  arid  pendulous 
from  the  fundus  of  the  bladder,  to  the  lining  membrane 
of  which  it  was  firmly  attached.  The  smaller  calculus 
rolled-  towards  the  neck  of  the  bladder  and  often 
eluded  the  forceps,  but  was '  eventually  caught  and 
extracted. 

An  elastic  gum  tub©  was  introduced  through  the 
wound  into  the  bladder  by  Sir  J.  Fife,  according  to  hia 
usual  practice.    The  patient  is  already  convalescent. 


that  tit*  *******  ^«J- «.-ju»  il  —~-™"»-«»»«7.  Sir  John  Fife's  reasons  for  departing  from  the* 
m^tTZ^T* OP*  *  !?p,(**d  **  a  ""^i*1  !  ™*i™ry"iode  of  operating  are,  fir*  to  avoid  the  artery 
TZl^T""™1*"'  ***n  **  ****  *»d  I  of  the  bnlb;  second,  to  protect  the  rectum  by  the  more 
!*"«**?  entered  t*e  system.    I  know  not  whether  it  '  satiafcetory  iatenmsftion  of  the  left  forefinger ;  thirdly 


tatae 
*V  then  again,  be  prssem 
the  bladder  to  thai  of 
i's,  aMsging  that  it  It  mere  satisfactory  to  * 
swsusewto  dissect  his  way  by  mcossuning  each  fiat*  fat 
flriess,  than  to  assist  himself  by  any  lasehanieal  cob* 
trivanc*  like  the  btatouree  cackee,  besides  the  objec- 
ilea  to  a  doable  iaeitkm  into  the  prostate,,  whea  a 
single  ova,  batf  through,  may  suffice* 

Sir  J.  P.  considers  this  new  mode  of  operating  more 
adapted  to  adnlte  than  children,  bat  promises  to  give 
10  the  journal  the  results  of  farther  trials.  Certainly 
in  this  instance  the  loss  of  blood  was  very  trifling,  and 
net  even  an  ooaiag  was  perceptible  after  the  operatioa. 

31st.  Doing  wall;  slept  most  of  the  night;  has  a 
little^  pain  in  the  abdomen,  bnt  nothing  to  make  bim 
complain  of;  urine  passes  through  the  tube ;  has  pain 
in  the  glans  occasionally. 

August  1st.  Doing  well ;  no  more  pain  in  the  bowels 
which  have  not  been  open  since  the  operation ;  rests 
well ;  tube  loosened  and  left  to  find  its  way  out.  A 
purgative  draught  immediately. 

August  2nd.  Bowels  moved  well;  no  pain  nor 
uneasiness;  wishes  to  go  home ;  tube  come  away,  and 
urine  flows  freely  by  the  wound. 

3rd.  Doing  well ;  bowels  not  open  ;  no  pain  in  the 
abdomen  or  glans;  rests  well. 

4th.  Wound  looks  very  well.  A  purgative  draught 
immediately. 

5th.    Going  on  very  well.    Goes  out  on  Thursday. 


PROVINCIAL 

JtWHt&l  &  Surgical  SMmrnal, 

WEDNESDAY,  AUGUST  21,  1844. 


In  commenting  upon  the  proceedings  of  the  late 
anniversary  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Association,  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  do  more 
than  refer  to  the  account  of  the  meeting  given  in 
our  last  number.  The  Report  of  the  Council  is 
sufficiently  explicit  in  regard  to  the  general  con- 
dition and  prospects  of  the  Association,  and  indi- 
cates the  progress  made  in  various  questions  to 
which  the  attention  of  the  Members  has  been 
directed  The  state  of  suspense  in  which  two  of 
these  subjects  were  at  the  period  of  holding  the 
meeting— we  allude  to  the  reform  of  our  Medical 
Institutions,  and  the  provision  of  medical  relief 
for  the  sick  poor— precluded  their  further  considera- 
tion on  this  occasion.  The  Benevolent  Fund,  on 
which  a  motion  was  submitted  by  Dr.  Cowan, 
retains  its  former  character  of  a  purely  voluntary 
eontribotion  on  the  part  of  individual  Members 
towards  the  necessities  of  their  suffering  brethren, 
and  it  remains  therefore  for  those  who  take  an 
interest  in  this  truly  excellent  department  of  the 
proceedings  to  redouble  their  exertions,  and  to 
increase  the  efficiency  of  the  fond  by  every  means 
ts>  their  power. 

There  is  bewever  one  anlgsnt  which  occupied  a 


of  the  attention  of  the  Association,  oa 
which  it  may  be  desirable  toofera  very  few  words, 
both  on  sxoonnt  ef  its  intrinsic  elaims  to  considera- 
tion, and  because,  while  it  possesses  mora,or  lean 
interest  for  all  the  Members,  it  is  probably  new  to 
those  who  were  not  present  at  the  meeting. 

The  proposition  made  by  Mr.  Martin,  of  Reigate, 
for  the  establishment  of  Schools  of  preliminary 
education  for  the  sons  of  medical  practitioners,  so 
cordially  entertained  by  the  Members  present  at 
Northampton,  is  one  of  vast  importance,  and  if 
carried  out  in  the  same  spirit  in  which- it  has  been 
conceived  by  its  truly  benevolent  proposer,  cannot 
fail  to  be  productive  of  much  and  genuine  good. 
The  Members  of  the  medical  profession,  like  the 
clergy,  have  only  a  life  interest  in  the  incomes 
arising  from  their  exertions,  and,  like  the  working 
portion  of  that  order,  that  is,  the  most  meritorious  and 
the  most  effective  part  of  it,  they  lead,  for  the  moat 
part,  a  Kfe  of  laborious  -exertion  in  the  behalf  of  the 
public,  with  a  very  inadequate  amount  of  remuner- 
ation. Any  measure,  therefore,  which  is  calcu- 
lated to  relieve  them  in  the  education  of  those  who 
look  up  to  them  for  support  and  upon  whose  fitness 
for  the  future  business  of  life  muck  of  the  comfort 
and  welfare,  not  only  of  themselves,  but  of  their  rela- 
tives, must  depend,  is  deserving  of  consideration. 

Mr.  Martin's  proposal  is'  to  establish  schools  on 
the  model  of,  or  similar  to,  those  already  connected 
with  the  Church  and  with  the  Navy.  The  educa- 
tion which  may  in  this  manner  be  attained  for  the 
sons  of  medical  men  will  be  sound,  and  .  of  a 
character  calculated  to  fit  them  hereafter  for  future 
studies,  whether  in  the  medical  or  other  professions, 
and  will  at  the  same  time  be  provided  at  a  compa- 
ratively small  cost,  or  under  any  circumstances,  at 
considerably  less  expense  than  an  equally  good 
and  efficient  education  can  now  be  obtained  for. 

No  laboured  argument  is  necessary  to  establish 
the  advantages  of  the  plan  proposed ;  they  are  self- 
evident,  and  will  be  at  once  felt  by  all  who  are  in 
eircumstances,  or  likely  to  be  so,  to  require  them. 
The  practicability  of  such  a  measure  has  also  been 
proved  by  the  similar  institutions  already  founded. 
We  shall  content  ourselves  therefore  with  the  pre- 
ceding brief  notice,  and  with  recommending  to  the 
perusal  of  our  readers  that  part  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  meeting  womb  especially  refers  to  the 
subject. 

On  Dysmenorrhea  and  other  Uterine  Affections  m 
connection  with  Derangement  of  the  AutmUatk^ 
Functions.  By  Edward  Rioby,  M.D.,  Fellow  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Physicians;  Physician  to  the 
General  Lying-in-Hospital;  Lecturer  on  Midwifery, 
&c,  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital;  &c.  Ac. 
London  :  1844.  12mo.,  pp.  140.  2  plates. 
The  views  which  Dr.  Rigby  puts  forth  in  this  IMs 

work  amdeaerrji>gofcoiu*deram^ 


m 


ANNIVERSARY  DINNER  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION. 


dtt  itttrsxrftible  nature  of  many  ease*  of  ttuseffMOea, 
aftd  the  amount  of  comtHntknua  and  periodical  as*. 
urns  who ante  subject*  of  it  tat  to 
He  author  endeavours  to  show  that  dys- 
i  is  connected  with  appreciable  deraagtmeot 
of  the  fanctiooa  of  nutrition  and  assimilation,  and  is 
to  commonly  accompanied  by  rheumatic  or  gouty 
symptoms  as  to  lead  to  the  idea  that  it  is  in  itself  one 
of  the  long  catalogues  of  gouty  affections,  or,  as  he 
terms  it,  for  want  of  a  better  designation,  «  uterine 
reeusnatic  goat.*' 

'  The  first  part  of  the  treatise  is  intended  as  iatra* 
duetory  to  the  announcement  of  these  newt,  and 
gives  a  concise  summary  of  certain  deranged  states 
of  the  ■ssimilstire  functions,  and  their  influence  in 
various  organs,  These  observations  chiefly  refer  to 
the  formation  of  albumen,  and  on  this  point  it  is 
remarked  that  "  where  more  of  the  albuminous  or 
gelatinous  principles  have  been  supplied  than  the 
wants  of  the  system  demand,  or  when  from  soma 
defective  action  in  the  process  of  secondary  assimila* 
tion,  of  the  nature  of  which  we  still  know  bnt  little, 
these  principles  are  not  duly  appropriated,  they  are 
returned  by  the  circulation,  and  thrown  off  by  the 
various  emunctories  of  the  body,  either  but  little 
changed,  as  in  the  form  of  serum,  or  assuming  a  very 
different  arrangement  of  their  component  parts/*  Dr. 
Rigby  then  proceeds  to  state  that  the  kidneys,  the 
sain,  and  the  mucous  membranes  are  the  essuajeamtes 
for  the  sJbuosmoos  and  gelatinous  principles,  M  when 
either  tnai-sssfatimied,  or  (from  being  in  excess)  un- 
appropriated by  the  process  of  secondary  assimilation,'' 
and  turning  his  attention  to  the  mucous  membranes 
and  their  condition  in  gouty  and  rheumatic  consti- 
tutions, compares  the  symptoms  of  rheumatic  or 
gouty  disease  asit  effects  these  membranes  in  different 
parts  of  the  body. 

Among  these  are,  venous  congestion  of  the  mem- 
brane; an  increase  in  the  quantity  of  the  mucous' 
secretion,  with  an  alteration  in  its  nature  from 
ordinary  mueas,  to  an  albuminous  transparent "  highly 
glabrous  "  character;  and  the  generation  or  secretion 
qf  gas.  These  effects  are  observed  in  gouty  habits 
In  the  intes&nal  mucous  membrane,  in  the  bronchial 
membrane,  and  also  in  the  inner  coat  of  the  bladder. 
With  respect  to  the  generation  of  gas,  "I  haws; 
great  reason  to  think,"  says  Dr.  Rigby,  "that  the 
bladder  is  also  capable  of  secreting  or  evolving  gas 
under  certain  circumstances,  having  seen  a  numerous 
succession  of  bubbles  discharged  from  the  catheter, 
in  drawing  off  the  last  portions  of  urine  from  a  corpu- 
lent patient  who  loved  ease  and  good  living."  Nov/ 
*f!bese  severe  effects,  even  to  the  evolution  of  gas,  are, 
according  to  Dr.  Rigby,  the  principal  characteristics  of 
dysmenorrhoea.  It  has,  moreover,  been  long  known  that 
certain  cases  of  this  affection  derive  much  benefit  from 
gusiacum  after  they  have  resisted  the  measures  usually 
had  recourse  to,  and  he  draws  the  inference  therefore 
that  the  dysmenorrhoea,  attended  with  turgescence  of 
the  uterine  organs,  with  albuminous  and  gelatinous, 
secretions,  and  with  the  occasional  evolution  of  gas* 
is  of  a  rheumatic-gouty  character,  and  is  to  be  treated 
on  principles  which  correspond  with  this  view. 

£  Rheumatic  gouty  affection  of  the  uterus,  as  of 
other'  jftrts  of  the  body,"  it  is  observed,  "implies  a 
certain' series  of  local  phenomena  or  symptoms,  pre*  I 


ofoi 
less  acute  nature,  wkh  the  chief  natures  of  i 
tion,  vis.,  heat,  swalBng,  redness,  and  pain  i  or  of  a 
chronic  form  with  much  venous  engorgenssat,  swelaujt 
induration,  and  ultimately  alteration  of  stractsse.  flat 
acute  form  is  usually  seen  in  connection  with  a>- 
menorrhosal  attacks,  or  with  the  uterine  estanssset, 
which  is  generally  observed  in  such  cases  at  the  sab*, 
way  time  between  the  menstrual  periods.  The  ether 
is  mostly  attended  by  chronic  leecerrheal  ttBxatJt* 
and  chronic  or  subacute  inflammation  of  the  cervix 
uteri,  followed  by  induration  and  organic  dassse." 

These  views  are  illustrated  by  the  selection  of  a  smell 
number  of  cases  in  which  the  principal  features  of  tot 
uterine  affection  are  sufficiently  characterised,  sad  the 
effect  of  treatment  shown.  The  treatment  is,  of  courts, 
based  upon  the  jMcuhar  notions  entertained  by  the 
author,  and  consists  mainly  in  the  regulation  of  tbt 
digestive  organs;  the  occsmoaalanmticsftion  of  teeehei 
to  the  anus,  and  the  use  of  saline  and  i 
followed  by  gusiacum,  the  iodide  of  ] 
rilla,  or  by  the  mineral  acids,  (generally  the  nitric  and 
hydro-chloric  combined,)  as  the  indications  for  their 
use  severally  arise. 

Dr.  Rigby'a  method  of  treatment  is  Joannes*  eat 
well-suited  to  the  cases  which;  he  has  sskctedrsh 
theoretical  opinions  are  of  a  more  questionable  cha- 
racter. Dysmenorrhoea,  as  well  as  other  tiofte 
affections,  may  occur  in  gouty  or  rheumatic  heists, 
and  will  then  give  rise  to  symptoms  which  sre 
modified  by,  and  partake  of,  the  constitutional  jfeanV 
rity.  Such  appeara  to  be  tlie  character  of  the  Jittuuioes 
brought  forward ;  but  to  obtain  assent  to  the  opinion, 
that  this  affection  is  entitled  to  the  specific  sppeUstioe 
of  uterine  rheumatic  gout,  would  leauire  a  ranch  more 
extended  investigation  into,  and  analysis  of  \  esses  this 
are  here  given. 


PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 
MEETING  AT  NORTHAMPTON. 

Turn  nnnrnn. 
took  place  at  the  George  Hotel,  at  sk  o'clock,  it  am 
a  sumptuous  display.  The  BtasJaent,  Be.  fiobsalsBj, 
presided,  supported  on  the  right  by  the  Maynr«&H- 
Barwell,  Esq.,  and  on  the  left  by  the  Rev.  Sir  G.  a. 
Robinson,  Bart.  The  Vice-Presidents  were  H.  Terrj, 
Esq.,  F.R.C.S.,  and  W.  Percival,  Esq.,  P.R.C.S.;  snd 
in  addition  to  a  numerous  assemblage  of  the  nnuseeri 
there  were  many  friends  of  the  Assecf**ioir  !*•**• 
The  whole  number  mtneunted  to  nearly  20D. 

On  the  removal  of  the  doth,  "  TboQnceu,''  "fl* 
Qneca  Dowager/' «  Prince  Albert,"  "  Albert  ftioceef 
Wales,  the  infant  Prince,  and  the  rest  oftseRoysl 
Family/'  were  loyally  honoured;  after  which  the 
Chairman  proposed  "  The  Army  and  Navy/'  coupons 
with  it  the  health  of  CoL  Stretton  of  fte  otthVse 
observed  it  would  be  superfluous  in  Mm  to  -pishe 
those  gallant  men  who  had  fought  both  by.4»as 
lend  for  their  ' * 
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with  laurels  in*  every  part  of  the  world  j  of  them  it 
night  he  said,  in  the  words  of  Virgil :  *  Q*m  reyid 
m  ttrrU  no$trl  nan  plena  laborii." 
Colonel  Stretton  returned  thanks. 
"  The  Bishop  and  Clergy"  was  next  proposed  by  the 
.Chairman,  who  said  there  was  something  very  appro- 
priate in  them*  as  a  Medical  Association,  giving  due 
honour  to  the  clergy.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  need  not 
say,  that  in  the  exercise  of  their  profession  medical 
men  frequently  met  the  clergy,  particularly  pi  the 
sick  room,  and  in  many  respects  they  might  be  consi- 
dered as  fellow  labourers  with  them  in  the  work  of 
mercy.  (Cheers.)  In  one  respect  the  professions 
were  equal,  Viz.,  in  their  efforts  to  relieve  human  suf- 
fering. But  the  clergy  excelled  the  medical  profession 
in  this  respect,  that  when  the  resources  of  medical 
science  a'nd  skill  failed,  the  clergy  could  smooth  the 
pillow  of  the  dying,  point  to  an  hereafter,  and  give 
that  peace  and  comfort  which  medicine  with  all  its 
science  and  resources  cquld  not  give.  (Cheers,)  A 
ftvourite  author  of  his,  Dr.  Johnson,  in  his  "  Lives  of 
the  Poets"— a  book  more  full  of  sound  criticism  and 
sound  principle  than  any  he  could  readjly  name— in 
his  life  of  Dryden  had  observed,  that  irreverence  for 
the  clergy  ia  very  little  separated  from  irreverence  for 
religion,  There  was  a  time  when  the  medical  pro- 
fession laboured  under  the  charge  of  materialism  and 
sssjtt  of  religions  principle.  (Hear,  bear.)  It  was  an 
old  saying,  years  ago, "  UH  fret  ssadtri,  tin  4*o  Atkei." 
Bait  he  was  sure  that  it  was  unnecessary  for  him  to 
say  one  word  to  ged  rid  of  the  foul  stain,  because  he 
did  not  know  that  there  could  be  a  greater  blot  on  the 
.character  of  a  professional  man,  or  of  any  thinking  man, 
than  to  be  devoid  of  religious  convictions.  (Cheers.) 
He  was,  certain  that  if  any  visitors  had  listened  to  the 
admirable  restrospective  addresses  delivered  by  Drs. 
Badd  and  Cowan  —  (long  cheering)  —  they  couldV 
not  fail  to  he  struck  with  the  deep  religious  feeling 
.which  pervaded  them.  Nor  would  they  require  words ' 
irons  him  to  convince  them  that  the  medical  profession 
as  a  body  was  utterly  free  from  the  charge  of  being 
materialists,  tee  thinkers,  and  devoid  of  religion. 
(Cheers.)  In  giving  the  health  of  the  Bishop  and 
Clergy  of  the  Diocese,  he  was  sorry  to  say  that  their 
most  respected  Diocesan  was  not  present.  He  wished  < 
be  had  been.  Put  there  was  one  gentleman  present,  aj 
Reverend  Baronet,  Sir  George  Robinson— (cheers)— 
who  might  be  a  Bishop  with  advantage  and  benefit  to 
the  Church— (cheers)— not  merely  from  his  high 
tahmt,  but  from  his  apostolic  earnestness  and  sincerity 
of  character,  and  his  faithfulness  and  fearlessness  in 
the  cause  which  be  considered  to  be  right.  (Loud 
cheering.)  He  saw  also  present  several  most  respected 
clergymen,  of  whom,  from  his  own  intimate  know- 
ledge, he  could  say,  that  they  were  bright  ornaments  of 
the  sacred  profession  to  which  they  belonged.  (Cheers.) 
The  toast  was  drunk  withthiee  times  three. 

Rev.  Sir  G.  RoBiNSotr,  in  reply  to  the  toast,  said  be 
wished  for  his  own  sake,  and  far  the  sake  of- the  com-. 
.  pany>  that  be  could  have  persuaded  mm  of  hie  reversed; 
.brethren  to  undertake  the  office  of  acknowledging  the 
.kind  inception  of  the  last  toast  Aa  it  seemed,  hew- 
ever,  their  wish  that  he  should  express  the  thanks  of 
tauetogy,  he  bended,  ULtefintp^ 

>  at  anatosnjr.    (Cheer*.)    ity  beds;  after  his 
^perfectly  at  the  service  of  the  Asso- 


ciation', but  they  must  excuse  him  for  requesting  that 
•  they  would  not  cut  him  up,  or  at  least  hit  speech, 
during  his  life-time.  (Laughter  and  cheers,)  Under 
any  circumstances,  and  on  any  occasion,  the  toast  they 
had  just  drunk  would  be  most  gratifying  to  the  clergy  ; 
but  proposed  as  it  had  been  by  his  estimable  friend  in 
the  chair,  and  responded  to  as  it  had  been  by  the 
meeting,  it  became  ten-fold  more  welcome.  Proposed 
by  one  who,  from  his  high  professional  opinion,  long 
experience,  and  from  frequent  intercourse  with  the 
clergy,  wss  well  able  to  appreciate  their  character  and 
value,  and  accepted  as  it  had  been  by  other  Members 
of  the  Association,  who.  in  various  districts  of  the 
country,  were  able  to  speak  to  tbe  same  truth,  the 
toast  signified  something  beyond,  something  far  better 
than,  a  mere  expression  of  courtesy  or  form.  (Cheers.) 
They  all  knew  that  the  real  value  of  praise  bestowed 
depended  upon  whether  those  who  bestowed  it  bad  bad 
opportunities  of  knowing  whether  or  not  it  was 
deserved;  and  who  were  so  well  qualified  to  appre- 
ciate tbe  character  and  value  of  the  clergy  aa  those 
who  entered  with  them  into  the  chamber  of  sickness 
and  sat  with  them  by  the  bed  of  death  ?— who  so  well 
qualified  to  say  whether  the  praise  bestowed  was 
merited  or  not  as  those  who  witnessed  the  spiritual 
consolation  offered  to  human  sorrows,  and  who  in  their 
efforts  to  relieve  the  bodily  suffering  which  God  in  his 
Providence  had  laid  upon  us  all,  were  aware  of  the 
message  of  kindness,  love*  and  mercy,  conveyed  to  the 
sufferer  by  the  parochial  clergyman  ? .  (Hear,  bear.) 
Besides,  who  was  there  that  had  not  experience  of  .the 
close  and  intimate  connexion  between  the  body  and 
soul,  between  the  physical  and  spiritual  parts  of  man  ? 
Had  not  the  youngest  practitioner  present  frequently 
found  bis  hopes  destroyed  and  his  skill  banted  by  the 
workings  of  some  mind  diseased  by  sjn,  baixseaed  by 
worldly  cares,  or  distracted  by  suffering  ?  If  m>9  how 
important  in  a  medical  point  of  view,  to  take  the  lowest 
ground,  were  those  wholesome  medicines  of  sound  doc- 
trine by  which  the  diseases  of  tbe  soul  were  cured. 
The  clerical  and  medical  professions  were  indeed  of 
a  kindred  character,  exercising  a  mutual  and  recipro- 
cal influence  one  upon  the  other,  often  called  upon  to 
supply  each  others'  deficiences,  and  thus  became  fellow 
labourers  in  the  same  cause,  the  noblest  cause  which 
could  exercise  the  human  faculties — "  glory  to  God  in 
the  highest,  on  earth  peace  and  good-will  to  man." 
(Loud  cheers.)  It  was  well  known  to  those  who  were 
acquainted  with  the  details  of  missionary  enterprise 
that  a  knowledge  of  medicine  had  often  been  the 
means  of  opening  a  wide  and  effectual  door  for  the 
introduction  and  dissemination  of  the  truths  of  Chris- 
tianity, Even  in  this  country,  in  these  our  home  scenes 
of  science  and  civilization,  bow  frequently  and  profit- 
ably did  the  medicine  chest  of  the  parochial  clem 
supply  the  want  of  regular  medical  attendance.  St 
was  no  advocate  for  jtbe  extra  professional  interference 
with  medicine  with  which  some  of  his  reverend  brethren 
were  charged.  (Cheers.)  He  no  more  approved  of  that 
than  be  approved  of  the  spirit  of  proselytism,  under 
the  influence  of  which  some  medical  advisers  pook  the 
opportunity  which  their  profession  gave  them  of  urging 
on  reluctant  patients  their  own  views  of  doctrine  or 
their  own  peculiarities  of  faith.  Quackery  was  to  he 
avoided  aa  much  in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other,  espe- 
cially in  these  days  of  meddling,  mischievoite'emptri- 
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dsm— enpiridim  theological  as  well  as  medical.  Bat 
euuuou  and  kmdness,  and  a  doe  deference  to  the 
judgment  of  others*  would  never  be  at  fault  in  the  case 
of  either  the  clerical  or  medical  attendant.  Each  would 
be  called  upon  at  particular  junctures  to  overstep  the 
Hmit  of  bis  own  immediate  province,  bnt  each  in  doing 
so  would  feel  that  he  was  acting  in  subjection  to  the 
superior  jurisdiction  and  Judgment  of  another,  each 
would  carefully  represent  himself  as  a  coadjutor,  not 
a  competitor,  and  neither  would  put  forth  claims  to 
deference  which  not  his  education  nor  his  official  pre* 
rogatives  entitled  him  to.  (Hear,  bear.)  If  those 
observations  were  worth  the  attention  of  the  profession 
at  any  time,  they  were  worth  it  then.  He  would  not 
there  occupy  their  time,  or  harrow  up  their  feelings, 
by  describing  the  scenes  of  vice  and  misery  which, 
through  the  efforts  of  Lord  Ashley  and  other  eminent 
individuals,  bad  been  laid  open  to  the  public  gaze, 
luose  enormous  masses  of  wretchedness  which  pre- 
vailed in  extensive  districts  in  the  country  were  no 
longer  matter  of  speculation,  but  a  M  great  fact,"  a  fact 
which  coloured  our  waking  as  well  as  sleeping  visions— 
a  fact  which  scared  Hie  sensualist  on  his  bed  of  down, 
and  almost  paralysed  the  hand  of  even  Charity  her- , 
self— a  fact  which  puzzled  the  genius  of  the  wisest 
legislators,  while  it  laughed  to  scorn  the  cold-blooded 
calculations  of  political  economy.  (Hear,  hear.)  It 
was  allowed  on  all  hands  that  a  crisis  was  near,  some 
*  great  revolution  that  would  shake  the  frame-work  of 
society  to  its  centre,  unless  something  was  done  for 
the  moral  and  spiritual  improvement  of  the  population 
of  this  kingdom.  Lord  Ashley  lately  said  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  that  "  the  evil  became  wider, 
deeper,  fiercer.  A  little  more  folding  of  the  arms  to 
sleep,  a  little  more  self-indulgence,  and  the  day  of 
grace  would  be  ended  and  the  day  of  retribution  com- 
menced." One  common  effort  must  be  made.  All 
classes  that  had  their  country's  weal  at  heart  must  be 
ready  to  co-operate.  And  if  there  were  those  on 
whom  more  than  others  the  labour  would  rest— if 
there  were  those  who,  more  than  others,  were  ready 
to  take  the  lead  and  do  the  work,  those  persons  were 
the  members  of  the  medical  and  clerical  professions. 
There  were  no  two  professions,  be  believed,  in  the 
country,  which  earned  their  subsistence  on  such  hard 
terms  as  the  parish  surgeons  and  the  parochial  clergy, 


(Hear.)  There  were  none  whose  labours  were  of  a  mere    great  ami  flourishing  Association,  and  in  the  aw*  f» 


anxious  or  responsible  character.  There  were  none  from 
whose  spontaneous  bounty  more  was  expected,  and 
•there  were  none,  truly  from  whom  that  bounty  was 
more  largely  received.  (Cheers.)  Morals  and  health 
act  and  re-act  one  upon  the  other ;  and  he  might  safely 
appeal  to  that  assetobly  of  scientific  men,  what  would 
Yemove  the  material  causes  of  disease  so  soon  as  more 
correct  morals,  wiser  habits,  and  a  more  practical  view 
of  religion?  He  might  appeal,  on  the  other  hand,  to 
his  clerical  brethren,  and  especially  to  his  esteemed 
friend  the  vicar  of  the  populous  parish  in  which  their 
meeting  was  held,  where  they  found  the  readiest  access 
for  their  pastoral  instruction  ?  whether  in  the  wretched 
abodes  of  disease  and  dirt,  or  in  the  comfortable  tene- 
ments of  cleanliness  and  health?  Well  then  might 
the  two  professions  sympathise  together  in  the  good 
work  assigned  respectively  to  each  of  them,  and  with 
good  reason  might  be  hail  the  toast  as  a  token  of  that 
'sympathy,  and  as  an  evidence,  be  trusted,  of  future 


to  be  derived  from  their  joint 
(Cheers.)  It  only  remained  for  him  now  to  repeat 
his  thanks.  He  knew  not  whether  a  distingnhnei 
member  of  the  medical  profession,  with  whom  he  was 
slightly  acquainted  in  his  younger  days,  was  a  i 
of  that  Association,  or  whether  he  was  then 
but  if  he  were,  be  (6hr  George)  trusted  he  weald 
excuse  the  liberty  he  was  about  to  take  of  avsmef 
himself  of  the  records  of  his  laboratory,  in  eider  n 
describe  the  character  of  ma  own  inadequate  and  &V 
arzanged  observations : — 

"  In  his  needy  shop  a  tortoise  hung, 

An  alligator  stuff  *d,  and  other  skins 

Of  ill-shap'd  fishes ;  and  about  his  shelves 

A  beggarly  account  of  empty  boxes, 

Green  earthen  pots,  bladders,  and  musty  seeds, 

Remnants  of  packthread  and  old  cakes  of  rases, 

Were  thinly  scatter'd  to  make  op  a  show." 

(Laughter.)  He  need  not  tell  them  how  grspeiesov 
and  faithfully  those  words  of  the  poet  described  tat 
bankrupt  condition  of  the  stock-in-trade  from  whim 
he  had  administered,  he  feared  he  must  my,  te  the* 
disadvantage,  so  large  and  unreasonable  a  esse. 
(Laughter.)  He  regretted  that  his  mental  she** 
were  so  empty,  and  his  resources  so  scanty,  end  test 
he  was  unable  to  entertain  *  them  better.  He 
only  say,  in  excuse,  and  he  would  borrow  the 
from  the  lips  of  <  the  same  gentleman, 
labourer,  Romeo's  lean  apothecary,  w  my  pesetty  sad 
not  my  will  consents.**    (Cheers  and  laughter.) 

The  Chairman  next  gave  "  the  health  of  Dr.  Hsstmgi;" 
he  did  so  con  awwre,  from  a  tone^smnding  ftieadsMp, 
which  had  commenced  at  Edinburgh  as  tetlowstadee* 
"in  their  hot  youth,  when  George  the  Third  am 
King."  (Laughter.)  After  many  phasing;  stones* 
to  the  reminiscences  of  that  friendship,  m  afterlife, 
•he  proposed  the  health  of  Dr.  Hastings,  as  the  father 
and  founder  of  the  Association.    (Applause.) 

Dr.  Hastimos  then  rose  and  said :— -Fellow  MeaAen, 
your  kindness  is  so  great,  and  my  powers  of  eipreanm 
are  so  feeble,  that  F  should  best  consult  your  osanbrt 
if  I  merely  said,  ma  few  words,  I  thank  yoaftomtte 
bottom  of  my  heart  for  all  tha  kind  expressions  wtssh 
for  the  last  twelve  years  you  have  used  towards  an. 
I  feel  that  in  taking  an  active  Share  in  fbnudiag  nm 


which  it  has  progressed,  f  findto  much  of  satsnaeuea 
as  sufficiently  to  repay  me  for  att  the  trouble 
which  my  connection  with  it*  has  thrown  upon  me. 
It  is  now  but  twelve  short  years  since  for  the  mat 
time  a  small  knot  of  members  met  at  Woieamr 
for  the  formation  of  this  Association.  Since  that 
time  our  program  has  been  so  great,  and  our  nambsn 
are  now  so  considerable,  that  we  overspread  the 
lends  not  only  so,  but  the  effect  of  the  Assndsuca  ii 
already  felt  in  distant  lands ;  and  if  ft  is  said,  with 
regard  to  the  British  dominions,  that  the  son  never  seti 
upon  them,  so  may  it.  be  mid  of  this  Association,  that 
to  the-fer  East,  the  West,  the  North,  sad  the  Sot*, 
its  effects  are  beginning  tobefek.  We  have  darter, 
these  twelve  years  visited  different  parti  of  tab 
kingdom,  and  carried  seal  and  energy  anioaffhTtep*> 
fcsesnw  m  every  district.  Oxford,  with  all  her  did 
aasodauVms,  opened  her  doors  esrty,  and  leeelved  •*» 
lew  and  honour  ebe  Members  of  tarn  msjouftfftt  *» 
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g«T«aQew)y  JMptO»to  ouppvocecdlagi.  The  ports 
of  commerce  and  merohendiae  received  os  also  in  suck 
*  manner  w  to  show  no  that  our  exertions  had  pro. 
dnced  the  effect  of  bringing  together  men  of  able 
urind*  and  high  standing,  for  the  advancement  of 
•Biunwj  and  me  good  of  mankind.  These  are  the  prin, 
cjples  which  on  all  occasions  I  desire  to  see  actuating 
the  members  of  the  profession,  as  they  confer  a  benefit 
on  the  sick  and  the  raftering—which  is  our  great  end ; 
and  in  forming  this  Association,  and  prosecuting  the 
objects  we  cultivate,  I  hope  we  may  never  be  actuated 
by  email  or  selfish  motives,  but  by  good-wiQ  and  kind- 
new  to  all  mankind.  (Cheers,)  As  Dr.  Robertson 
tells  us,  we  are  here  placed  near  the  beautiful  field  of 
Nnseby,  the  summit  of  the  kingdom ;  and  metapho- 
rically we  may  here  take  a  view  of  the  country  around, 
and  witness,  as  in  a  Pbgah  prospect,  the  future  pro- 
gress of  the  Association.  Nothing  should  now  damp 
our  ardour,  but  let  seal  and  exertion  help  us  to 
carry  forward  the  great  objects  we  propose.  This 
Association  may  be  contemplated  in  three  aspects  :— 
first,  as  of  a  scientific  and  literary  character  $  secondly, 
as  a  scheme  of  benevolence,  and  particularly  to  the 
poor;  and  lastly,  as  a  means  of  social  intercourse  to 
ourselves.  In  either  view  you  will  find  something  to 
assure  you  that  you  are  engaged  in  a  good  cause.  If 
you  look  to  our  volumes  of  Transactions  snd  other 
publications  you  find  abundant  cause  of  gratification; 
for  however  hypercriticism  may  suggest  that  we  are 
not  equal  to  produce  the  effect  expected  of  ua,  yet  1 
can  take  my  ground  and  say,  I  have  no  fear  as  to  the 
verdict  of  posterity  on  the  twelve  volumes,  rich  in  fact 
and  experience,  which  we  have  already  pubisued. 
(Cheers.)  And,  actuated  by  the  aame  spirit,  we  are 
now  about  to  publish  a  new  series,  and  give  a  more 
decided  and  beneficial  tendency  to  call  forth  the 
labours  of  those  who  are  qualified  to  give  the  results 
of  their  practical  experience.  Then  by  our  weekly 
Journal,  which  certainly  has  greatly  increased  our 
numbers,  and  produced  a  moral  influence  which 
before  was  unknown  in  the  provinces,  we  have  a 
weekly  account  of  facta  arising  among  us,  bringing 
infbnnation  to  our  own  doors,  snd  at  a  very  trifling 
east  I  trust  also  that  the  day  is  not  fiw  distant  when 
m  this  respect  we  shall  have  yet  greater  improvements, 
to  make,  and  more  important  matter  to  communicate; 
Rut  what  shall  I  say  of  the  scheme  of  benevolence  by 
which  we  attempt  to  alleviate  the  suflnringsof  those 
unfortunate  members  of  our  profession  who  exist  in 
far  greater  numbers  than  a  stranger  can  possibly  be 
aware  of.  (Hear.)  The  benevolent  fund  is  in  its 
infancy,  but  I  have  learned  not  to  despise  the  day  of- 
small  beginning*  otrss  acquirit  eamds;  and  I  look 
forward  with  satisfaction  to  the  time  when  we  shall 
have  relieved  the  sorrowa  of  many  who,  bnt  for  our 
exertions,  would  have  lingered  in  want  and  misery. 
(Hear,  hear.)  These  are  great  things  to  accomplish,  but 
they  em  almost  equalled  by  the  gratification  to  which 
Dr.  Robertson  bnsallnded,  arising  from  the  social  inter- 
course which  is  the  inevitable  consequence  of  these 
annrreresry  meetings.  Of  no  profession  can  it  njore 
truly  be  ubd—BmoUti  mores  nee  sniff  saw /ems— 
then  of  a  profession  which  brings  us  day  by  day  into 
ting  humanity.  For  such  a  pro- 
tit.is  dssjeabts  that  the  «ieasnst.enstisetinn>»of 
i  and  ef  rettgipuj  observances  should 


their  daily  duties.    I 


it  is  m  vintee  of  such 

best  capable  of  performing 
therefore  fed  deeply  interested 
let  us  be  united,  and  we 
ail  dhlenlliea.    The  worthy  Doctor 
recommending  them  indivhtuaUy  to 
•in  their  various  localities  to  forward 
the  success  of  their  object. 

The  Chairman  next  proposed  "the  Mayor  and  Megtt* 
trates  of  the  town,"  to  which  the  Mayor  briefly  replied. 
..  Mr.  Newnham,  of  Farnhnm,  proponed  "The  health 
of  Dr.  Conolly,  and  the  welfare  of  the  benevolent 
Amd."    Dr.  Conojly  replied. 

"The  health  of  <W.  Whitwortb,  Eeq„"  baring  been 
toasted,  and  duly  responded  to,  Dr.  Forbes,. in  n 
talented  and  humorous  address,  proposed  "  the  health 
of  Dr.  Robertson,  and  long  may  he  continue  a  blessing 
to  this  county,  an  honour  to  his  profession,  and  « 
delight  to  his  friends.''  (Loud  and  long-continued 
applause,  the  band  striking  up  the  favourite  old  Scotch 
air— "  Auld  lang  syne.") 

Dr.  Robertson,  on  rising  to  return  thanks,  was 
again  warmly  cheered.  He  said  that  words  failed  him 
in  attempting  to  return  thanks  for  the  kindness  of  his 
friend  Dr.  Forbes  in  proposing  bis  health,  and  for  the 
enthusiastic  manner  in  which  it  had  been  received. 
He  could  make  every  allowance  for  the  partiality  of 
friendship  in  what  Dr.  Forbes  had  said.  It  was  true 
they  were  old  friends.  They  had  been  long  associated 
in  the  bonds  of  attachment,  and  that  could  be  the  only 
reason  why  Dr.  Forbes  had  coloured  too  highly  the 
language  in  which  he  had  spoken  of  him.  ("  No., 
no.")  Dr.  Forbes  had  alluded  to  their  intercourse  in 
Edinburgh,  where  they,  with  Sir  James  Clark,  used  to 
walk  and  talk  together  in  the  days  ef  their  studentship. 
With  regard  to  the  "  foray  upon  the  southron"  alluded 
to  by  Dr.  Forbes,  it  had  not  been  altogether  unsuccessful 
iu  either  of  the  three  cases.  He  (Dr.  R.)  did  not 
mean  to  say  he  could  boast  of  the  same  degree  ef 
auooess  as  his  two  illustrious  friends.  Sir  James 
Clark  wee  now  physician  to  her  Majesty,  and  Dr. 
Forbes  was  physician  to  Prince  Albert.  Although  he 
(Dr.  It)  could  not  boast  of  bemg  so  successful  as  they, 
still  he  couldsay  *hst  he  was  content,  and  quite  satisfied 
that  the  distinction  had  fallen  upon  brows  more  worthy 
own.  He  was  in  no  way  worthy  to  be  put  in 
with  them.  With  respect  to  the  presidency 
of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  he 
could  only  say  that  some  men,  as  Shakespeare  says, 
had" honours  thrust  upon  them."  That  waa  his  cans. 
(Laughter.)  He  would  ceil  Dr.  Hastings  to  witness 
that  four  or  five  years  ago,  he  (Dr.  H.)  was  anxious 
to  fix  upon  Northampton  for  the  anniversary  meeting, 
and  to  propose  him  (Dr.  R.)  for  its  President.  He 
(Dr.  R.)  staved  it  off,  because  he  felt  deeply  and 
sincerely  his  own  incompetency  for  the  responailaTsty 
which  the  high  honour  would  bring  with  it.  (Hear, 
hear. J  He  felt  that  most  distinguished  men  had  gone 
before  him,  and  that  he  could  not  but  suffer  from  the 
contrast.  ("No,  no,  no.")  This  was  the  twelfth 
anniversary  of  the  Association,  but  he  (Dr.  R.)  was 
its  thirteenth  president.  He  therefore  stood  in  con- 
trast with  twelve  most  distinguished  men.  He  hoped 
the  circumstance  would  not  prove  ominous  tq  the 
Association..  He  recollected  that  after  the  twelve 
Capers  the  Roman  einpere  began  to  decline;  (Laugh- 
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ter  and  cheer*,)  and  he,  fcmd  the  word*  of  Tacitus, 

to  him  (Dr*  R.) ;  «  Jsrajerjwtosfo.  eifwt,  dumprtomht* 
Jkiifi  *t  omnium  consensu  cave*  taseertt  »fa»  tswjtrds- 
ae£"  He  had  done  his  utmost  to  make  the  reception  at 
Northajnptonrrne*  amat  the  Aasociation  was  worthy 
oA  for  that  be  could  not  do,— but  as  good  as  his  means 
and  appliances  would  admit.  (Cheers.)  He  would 
not  waste  more  of  their  time,  as  he  knew  there  were 
several  gentlemen  to  follow,  gifted  with  higher  inlet) 
lectnal  endowments  and  more  eloquence  than  himself. 
He  would  therefore  simply  thank  them  for  the  honour 
they  had  done  him,  and  express  a  hope  that  they  might 
bo  spared  to  meet  again  at  Sheffield,  at  the  next  anni- 
venery*    (Cheers.) 

.  The  following  toasts  were  afterwards  given:— The 
memory  of  the  late  venerated  and  lamented  Mr.  Hey.; 
D&.Jtarr  and  the  members  of  the  local  Council  3  Dr. 
Copland,  with  reference  to  his  high  rank  iu  medical 
literature  ;  air.  Martin,  and  success  to  the  proposed 
educational  establishment ;  Drs.  Budd  and  Cowan ; 
The  QeAtrel  Council ;  Prosperity  and  perpetuity  to  the 
rYolrfasal    Medical    and    Slirgieal  Association ;  Dr. 

StfCfoSCBf  die 

The  attm  of  £2Q  was  collected  at  the  dinner  table 
in  aid  of,  the  benevolent  fund. 

After,  a  conssrasiieiig  the  company  separated,  and 
Hum  terminated  this  very  successful  and  gratifying 


NAPHTHA  IN  PHTHISIS. 

TO  TBI  SOltOB  OT  TBB  PROVINCIAL  MBDICAL  AMD 

subgioal-  joubnal. 
Sib,. 

My  attention  has  just  been  directed  to  a  note  on 
«  Naphtha  in  Phthisis,"  by  a  Mr.  Rose,  ia  your  journal 
of  July  17th. 

Mr.  Rose  appears  to  have  given  naphtha  an  extensive 
trial,  but  from  the  nausea  and  loathing  it  produced  in 
ail  his  cases,  he  had  undoubtedly  employed  a  delete- 
rious agent  instead  of  the  medicinal  one  I  have  parti* 
cuhuiy  recommended;  consequently,  his  deductions 
are  valueless.  Indeed,  were  it  otherwise,  no  such 
indefinite  statement  as  he  has  furnished,  entitles  him  to 
to  come  to  such  eweeping  and  poaitiveopinions  as  those 
contained  in  his  letter. 

When  an  individual  chooses  to  condemn  the  labours 
of  another,  hi  suoh  a  wholesale  manner  as  Mr.  Rose 
has  done  in  the  present  instance,  surely  he  ought  to 
bring  forward  more  precise  and  convincing  proof  of 
the  truth  of  his  allegations  than  bis  own  simple  ijm 
mmit.  But,  perhaps,  Mr.  Rose  wse  unwilling;  to  spoil 
the  effect  of  his  perspicuous  and  off-hand  style,  aa  he 
must  have  done,  if  he  were  to  encumber  it  with  a 
statement  of /arts  and  dry  details. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  HASTINGS,  M.D. 

14,  Albemarle  Street,  London, 
July  29, 1844. 
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riBST  EXAMINATION  FOB  THE  DBOKBB  09  BACHtTOS 
OF  MIDICINB,  1844. 

Thefollowmg  Candidates  have 

VIBST  DIVISION. 


Med.  Schools.  , 

University  Cottage. 

University  College. 

University  College, 

King's  College. 

King's  College. 

Leeds  School  Qiklf&sm 

King/a  College. 

Guy's  Hospital. 

Guy's  Hospital. 

Uniescsity  College. 

Guy's  Hospital. 

Original   School  Peter 
Street,  Dubjia. 
Matthew,  Charles  Reeve  .    University  College. 

Ody,John King's  College. 

Radcliffe,  Charles  Bland    .    Leeds  School  of  Mediciae, 
Houghton,  James  John    .    King's  College. . 
Wiglesworth,  Henry    .    .    University  College. 

SECOND   DIVISION. 


Bompas,  Joseph  Carter     . 
Cadge,  William  .... 
Colborne,  William  Henry 
Copemau,  Arthur  Charles 
Duncan,  Peter  Martin 
Elam,  Charles     .... 
Evans,  David  Peter      .    . 
Fotberby,  Henry  base 
Greenwood,  William  Henry 
Grimsdale,  Thos.  Frederick 
Hicks,  John  Braxton   .    . 

Mason,  Thomas  Peter      .  < 


Cowdell,  Charl        .    . 
Drury,  James  Samuel 

Elliott,  John  Alexander 

Martyn,  "Patrick       .    . 
Mason,  John  ..... 
Monckton,  Stephen     . 
Morris,  John  Griffith 
Ramskill,  Jabez  Speuce 

Ricards,  John  B. 


University  College. 

St.   Gesrms 
hospital. 
(Adjoining    St.    Geo**?'* 

School  of  Physic,*  IreUod. 

King's  College. 

King's  College. 

University  College. 

Guy's  Hospital 
{College  of   Surgeons  is 
1    Ireland. 


SPEEDY  WAY  OF  RAISING  A  BUSTER. 

Take  a  watch-glass  the  size  of  the  proposed  blister* 
drop  into  it  from  eight  to  ten.  drops  .of  the  tiasoj 
ammomsB.  Have  ready  a  piece  of  fine  linen  mthsr 
smaller  than  the  watch-glass;  Isy  it  nesriyiatome 
hollow  of  the  glass,  and  immediately  spply  this  to  the 
skin  freed  from  hair.  In  a  very  short  time,  sometime* 
in  from  thirty  to  forty  seconds,  a  red  circle  appear* 
round  the  gams,  and  she  blister  is  fors»ed.--0«""ff 
Med.  M  M&mo.—Prom  London  Med.  Q*z. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

It  is  requested  that  all  letters  and  communication*  ** 
sent  to  Dr.  Streeten,  Foregate  Street  Worcester. 
Parcels,  and  books  for  review,  may  be  ed&e**** 
the  Sditor-or  the  Provincial  Medical  aimSa*** 
Journal,  care  of  Mr.  Churchill,  Worn  at***1* 
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MEDICAL  &  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


LECTURES    ON  PUBLIC    HYGIENE    AND 
MEDICAL  POLICE. 

Delivered  at  the  Manchester  Royal  School  of  Medicine 
and  Surgery.    Summer  Session— 1844. 

By  Jambs   Black,   M.D.,   Manchester. 

Second  Lecture. 

We  have,  in  our  last  lecture,  taken  a  short 
review  of  some  of  the  principal  elements  of  climate, 
as  affecting  human  life  and  health ;  we  shall  now 
proceed  to  notice  what  is  worthy  of  attention  to  the 
public  hygeinist,  in  the  more  practical  and  econom- 
ical objects  of  local  climate,  or  what  affects  the 
salubrity  of  particular  sites  and  places.  In  the  first 
place,  we  shall  make  a  few  remark*  on  what  ia 
called  malaria,  without  at  present  touching  upon 
those  local  deteriorations  of  the  atmosphere  occa- 
sioned by  known  sources  of  contamination,  as  from 
several  manufactures,  chemical  processes,  or  what 
are  legally  termed  nuisances. 

The  term  malaria,  as  yon  know,  is  an  Italian 
word,  and  literally  signifies  bad  air,  but  it  is  applied 
by  medical  topographists  and  philosophers,  iu  a 
more  special  sense,  to  those  conditions  or  impreg- 
nations of  the  air,  generative  of  a  peculiar  class  of 
diseases  or  unhealthiness.  This  malaria  is  much 
better  known  and  appreciated  by  its  effects  on  the 
human  body,  and  often  on  that  of  animals,  than  it 
is  by  its  physical  or  chemical  nature.  Many 
persevering  attempts  have  been  made  by  pneu- 
matosis to  analyze  it,  without  their  being  able  to 
detect  anything  beyond  what  are  the  common  con- 
stituents of  the  ordinary  atmosphere.  The  only 
itfwnpts  of  this  kind  that  are  recorded  to  have 
ehated  anything  like  a  discovery  on  the  matter,  are 
the  experiments  of  Magendie  and  Dr.  Prout.  The 
former  euceeeded  in  condensing  a  portion,  of  known 
malaria  from  a  deadly  locality,  by  which  a  viscid  pre* 
dpitate,  took  place,  and  the  very  small  portion  thus 
obtained  he  gave  to  a  dog  in  a  little  food,  by  which 
the  animal  was  soon  seized  with  shivering,  and  died 
of  a  putrescent  fever  shortly  afterwards.  The  other 
JnsHnrri  was,  that  daring  the  epidemic  cholera  in 
1838,  Dr.  Prout  ascertained  the  air  to  have  gained 
*m  nfjnsqal  weight,  not  as  indicated  by  the  baro- 
tnelsn  tut  by  its  weight  in  proportion  to  its  bulk. 
Be  dees  not  pretend  to  say  to  what  foreign  intro- 
i  this  increased  weight  was  owing;  only  he  is 
Ha.  »,  augastts,  la*. 


folly  of  opinion  that  the  foreign  or  adventitious 
ingredient  was  the  cause  of  the  epidemic  disease, 
for  with  the  oessation  of  the  disease  the  air  resumed 
its  normal  levity.  He  considers  this  foreign  body 
as  a  species  of  malaria.  Berzefins  mentions  a  very 
singular  effect  which  a  bubble  of  seleniuretted  • 
hydrogen,  not  larger  than  a  pea,  had  upon  him  in 
producing  an  attack  of  catarrh  and  slight  pneu- 
monia, which  required  a  blister,  and  hence  he 
believes  that  epidemic  catarrhs,  or  influenzas,  might 
originate  from  those  emanations  of  this  diffusible 
gas  that  take  place  frum  volcanoes,  or  through 
crevices  in  the  earth,  from  die  effects  of  an  earth- 
quake. As  I  mentioned  in  my  last  lecture,  sul- 
phuretted hydrogen  gas  has  been  detected  in  some 
of  the  bays  and  river  mouths  in  Africa,  but  princi- 
pally in  the  waters  on  the  coasts,  from  the  corrod- 
1  lug  effects  which  these  waters  have  on  the  copper 
sheathing  of  vessels.  Such  researches  as  these 
bare  detected  extraneous  matters  in  the  atmos- 
pheres found  to  be  unhealthy,  but  the  greatest 
ravages  from  fevers,  plague,  and  other  epidemics, 
have  occurred  without  anything  deleterious  or 
foreign  being  found  in  them,  on  the  strictest 
examination. 

The  existence  of  this  malaria,  therefore, 
is  removed  out  of  tlie  province  of  eudiometry 
and  chemistry,  to  any  practical  purpose,  and  it 
is  founded  almost  entirely  on  its  effects,  and 
on  the  probability  of  its  existence,  when  the  cir- 
cumstances are  found  to  be  present,  which  gene- 
rally accompany  its  effects  in  other  places.  It  is 
much  to  be  regretted  we  have  so  little  exact  or 
sound  philosophy  on  the  subject  j  because,  if  we 
had,  it  would  save  a  host  of  disputes,  and  a  multi- 
tude of  gratuitous  and  complacent  assertions.  The 
utmost  that  has  been  ascertained  is,  that  this  demon 
of  the  air  prevails  most  in  tropical  countries,  along 
the  sea  coasts,  shores,  and  banks  of  rivers,  or  of 
inland  lakes,  or  in  marshy  plains  or  velhes,  where 
vegetation  is  rich,  and  especially  where  this  vege. 
ttjntion  is  undergoing  decay,  and  that  annual  deoom- 
position  which  takes  place  after  the  autumnal  rains. 
In  many  localities,  however,  none  of  these  physical 
conditions  of  the  earth  and  vegetation  are  observed, 
and  yet  a  very  deleterious  malaria  is  found  to 
prevail— as  at  Gibraltar,  which  is  a  dry  and  almost 
barren  rock*  also  in  some  of  the  West  India 
Islands.  In  these  instances  it  is  only  found  thai  the 
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malarious  effects  appear  after  seasons  of  rain,  which 
haVe  saturated  the  dry  soil,  which  has  after- 
wards  given  off  much  evaporation  under  a  cloudless 
ana.  There  is  no  doubt  but  green  wood  or  vegeta- 
bles, under  decomposition,  in  warm  weather,  will 
emit  a  very  morbific  miasma,  productive  of  the 
severer  Arms  of  remittentjf  not  of  yellow,  fever.  Of 
this  a  very  remarkable  instance  came  under  my  own 
notice.  In  the  year  1815,  the  ship  of  war,  in  which  I 
was  surgeon,  took  in  a  good  deal  of  green  wood  at 
Demarara  for  the  purpose  of  firewood.  The  ship 
was  qnite  healthy  at  the  time,  but  after  being  at  sea 
for  about  three  weeks,  and  without  being  in  any 
other  port,  fever  of  a  violent  congestive  character 
made  its  appearance  among  the  men  and  officers.  I 
attended  them  rill  I  was  myself  attacked  and  laid 
up,  when  the  ship  was  obliged  to  run  into  Barba- 
dos for  relief, where  forty  men  and  myself  were  con- 
veyed to  the  hospital.  The  ship  afterwards  returned 
to  her  cruising  ground ;  it  being  thought  she  would 
get  clear,  and  that  sooner,  of  the  fever,  by  being  at 
sea,  than  lying  in  harbour.  The  men's  diet  was  alto 
modified,  as  they  had  not  been  long  from  a  cold 
climate ;  but  no,  the  fever  continued  to  explode, 
and  the  ship  was  again  obliged  to  return  to  port. 
On  more  mature  consideration  of  what  might  pos- 
sibly be  the  cause,  the  hold  was  examined,  and  found 
verv  foul  and  fetid  from  the  green  wood  fermenting 
and  decomposing.  It  was  immediately  cleared  out, 
the  men  were  quartered  on  shore,  and  the  ship  waa 
fumigated  and  whitewashed  j  after  which,  on  the 
return  of  all  the  crew  and  officers,  she  had  not  a 
single  case  of  fever,  nor  of  any  epidemic  sickness. 
Several  similar  cases  have  occurred  both  in  ships 
and  on  shore,  all  tending  to  show  that  vegetable 
matter,  under  decomposition  in  tropical  regions, 
and  in  the  hot  autumnal  seasons  of  temperate 
countries,  wiH  generate  a  malaria,  having  dele- 
terious effects  upon  the  human  body,  and  that 
mostly  in  the  form  of  fe\ers,  intermittent  or 
remittent 

Though  putrefaction  of  vegetable  matter  has 
not  been  considered  by  some  observers  as  neces- 
sary to  the  generation  of  malaria,  yet  on  a  strict 
investigation  of  the  circumstances  and  locality,  it 
will  be  found  that  there  hare  been  some  vegetable 
remains  involved  in  the  negative  side  of  the  prob- 
lem. Dr.  Ferguson,  an  inspector  in  the  army,  in 
the  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Edin- 
burgh, has  cited  a  few  instances,  where  during  the 
war,  epidemic  fevers  broke  out  in  the  army,  where 
he  could  detect  no  vegetable  decomposition  going 
on.  Among  these  places  are  the  leeward  shores  of 
Gtiadalonpe,  the  soil  of  Walcheren,  the  plains 
near  Ciudad  Rodrigo ;  and  he  is  of  opinion  that 
the  only  condition  indispensable  to  the  production 
of  marsh  poison  on  all  surfaces  capable  of  absorp- 
tion, is  a  paucity  of  water  where  it  had  previously 
recently  abounded.  Heat  and  moisture  would 
then  appear  to  be  the  only  requisite  conditions, 
asoatdug  to  this  author ;  and  as  some  can  see 


nothing  pestiferous  in  the  mere  vapour  of  water, 
they  have  been  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  some 
unknown  telluric  effluvia  being  elicited  from  the 
earth  by  the  heat,  and  the  little  menstruum  of 
moisture  evaporated.  Leaving  this  speculation  to 
find  its  own  obscure  way,  we  have  abundant  evi- 
dence of  a  morbific  malaria  being  generated  by  even 
the  steeping  in  water  of  flax  and  hemp,  the 
decomposition  of  potatoes;  besides  the  instance 
related  of  the  effects  of  green  wood  in  the  bold  of 
a  ship,  by  a  more  serious  one  of  the  ravages  of 
fever  on  board  the  Priamus  frigate,  from  bilge 
water  acting  on  wood  chips  and  shavings  that  were 
left  in  the  bold  of  the  ship,  as  mentioned  by  Dr. 
Burnett. 

The  most  prolific  sources  of  malaria,  as  I  have 
mentioned,  are  along  the  sea  shores  and  bays  of 
rivers,  and  especially  where  the  tide  mingles  v/ty 
fresh  water  in  lagoons  and  marshes  bordering  on 
die  sea.  Where  the  fresh  water  is  mixed  with 
salt,  even  if  stagnant,  or  where  the  tide  has  free 
and  quick  ingress  and  efflux,  the  generation  of 
malaria  is  either  absent  or  very  trifling,  and  innoxi- 
ous, even  under  a  hot  climate,  and  with  ordinary 
vegetable  decomposition.  The  circnmstances)whico 
give/its  production  most  intensity,  is  where  sab 
water  mixes  at  high  tides  with  the  fresh  of  riven 
or  marshes,  in  lagoons  or  fiat  basins,  where  vege- 
table decomposition  is  going  on.  It  is  here  we 
find  at  least,  that  the  oxidation  of  the  vegetabfe 
matter  decomposes  the  sulphate  of  soda  and  mag- 
nesia in  the  sea  water,  and  gives  rise  to  the  extri- 
cation of  sulphuretted  hydrogen  and  of  carburettsd 
hydrogen,  which  are  either  absorbed  by  the  water 
or  bottom  bud,  or  given  out  into  the  atmosphere. 
How  far  these  gases  are  productive  of  the  marsh 
and  pestilential  fevers  in  question,  is  not  yet  cor- 
rectly ascertained;  but  this  much  we  may  conclude, 
that  their  generation  under  these  circumstances 
shows  tbat  much  chemical  change  does  take  place, 
and  therefore  they  are  in  some  way  connected 
with  the  pestiferous  impregnation  of  the  local 
atmosphere. 

Even  in  our  own  country,  before  the  fenny  land 
of  the  Bedford  level  in  Lincolnshire  was  drained, 
and  where  occasional  inundations  of  the  sea  threw 
in  upon  the  low  lands  bodies  of  salt  water,  which 
were  left  to  act  upon  the  marsh  vegetation,  and  to 
be  evaporated,  it  was  remarked  by  Dr.  Hamilton,  of 
Lynn,  that  a  most  offensive  effluvium  was  gene- 
rated, which  was  often  followed  by  most  violent  and 
epidemic  fevers,  of  great  mortality,  during  the 
succeeding  hot  summers  and  autumns  that  followed 
these  maiine  inundations. 

In  meadow  and  marshy  districts  in  Scotland,  and 
in  this  county  where  there  was  a  wet  day  sub* 
soil,  I  have  found,  after  a  wet  summer  followed  by  a 
hot  autumn,  that  species  of  fever  to  prevail  wbieh 
is  allied  to  the  ty  phoide  or  dothinenterite,and  having 
a  remittent  cliaracter.  yrem  my  observation  i 
have  been  led  to  attribute  this  fever  to  aiartn 
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emVvia,  generated 'from  moisture  and  heat  acting 
upon'  the  decaying  grasses ;  for  I  found  it  only  to 
prevail  m  certain  lines  of  Uie  country,  and  to  cir- 


cumambulate villages  and  towns,  but  not  to  appear  'which  is  produced  beneath  a  cliff  on  tbe  beaob,  .has 


within  them,  though  the  intercourse  was  open  and 
frequent.  This  aerial  poison,  in  the  greater  num- 
ber of  cases,  is  accompanied  by  no  offensive  nor 
perceptible  smell  whatever;  though  it  in  some 
instances  is  both  noisome  to  the  senses,  and  pesti- 
lential ;  and  therefore  the  vegetable  decomposition 
that  is  going  on  is  likely  in  many  cases  to  be  dif- 
ferent from  what  is  usually  termed  putrefaction. 
Prom  this  circumstance,  and  from  these  fevers  or 
other  malarious  diseases,  only  occurring  during  the 
retrocession  or  decay  of  vegetables,  and  never, 
Where  plants  are  growing  into  life  and  flower—at 
which  latter  period,  according  to  Pouilliett  and 
others,  they  are  continually  giving  off  electricity 
to  the  atmosphere,  which  they  render  positive — I 
have  been  led  to  think,  that  at  the  fall  of  the  season 
their  electrical  condition  is  changed,  and  conse- 
quently the  incumbent  atmosphere  will  be  also 
altered  if  not  rendered  negative. 

There  are  so  many  instances  vtift  malaria  is 
generated  and  no  animal  is  found  to  exist,  that  we 
may  conclude  that  the  presence  of  animal  matter 
is  not  essential  to  the  formation  of  the  poison. 
When  it  is  present,  it  may  modify  the  nature  of  tbe 
malaria,  but  of  this  we  have  no  good  evidence.  fojr, 
the  fevers  generated  by  animal  effluvia  generally 
arise  from  living  bodies  and  not  from  tbe  dead. 
Besides,  the  healthiness  of  butchers  is  remarked, 
though  this  might  be  attributed  to  eating  a  good 
beefsteak,  as  much  as  to  the  innocuousness  of  killed 
carcases.  Knackers,  bone-grinders,  glue-makers, 
furriers,and  tanners,  are,  moreover,  seldom  or  never 
subject  to  any  pestilential  disorders  tbat  can  bt 
traced  to  malaria,  arising  from  their  occupation 
and  their  exposure  to  dead  animal  effluvia. 

Another  important  subject  relating  to  malaria  is 
the  law  or  mode  of  its  propagation.  Upon  this 
head  we  have  many  detached  facts,  but  little  deter* 


ever  easily  suppose  tbat  the  effect  of  the  poison  will 
be  more  intense  in  proportion  to  the  proximity  to 
its  source.  The  nearer  the  source  the  greater  the 
condensation,  which  is  again  regulated  by  the  heat 
of  the  weather  and  the  strength  of  the  winds. 
Prom  the  cooler  atmosphere  and  generally  the 
calmer  state  of  the  winds  at  night,  the  malaria  after  a 
hot  day  will  become  much  condensed  by  night;  and 
therefore  it  is  found,  that  the  proximity  of  swamps 
during  tbe  night  is  especially  deleterious,  aided,  no 
doubt,  in  its  effects  by  the  leeiresistence  the  bod/ 
then  has  to  the  impression  of  noxious  agents. 

Mists  and  fogs  are  also  found  to  add  considerably 
to  the  intensity  of  malaria,  partly  owing  to  tbe; 
calm  that  teigos  at  the  time,  and  the  affinity 
Which  the  poison  has  to  moisture.  To  tbe  general 
law  of  proximity  giving  intensity  to  malaria,  there} 
are  some  exceptions,  for  it  is  sometimes  (band  that 
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'  malaria  nas  more  effect  at  toe  tpp  c/,  a,  hilLtbAA  at 
the  bottom,  where  it  is  generated*  Tftua^Jpr. 
Mac  Cullock  mentions,  that  at  Malta,  the  malaria 


no  effect  at  the  spot  itself,  while  it  affects,  sometime* 
in  a  most  severe  degree,  a  viljage  situated  at  the 
top.  Chains  and  ranges  of  hills  have  been  power- 
fully influenced  by  malarious  emanations,  wjbiph 
are  produced  at  a  distance,  if  they  are  in  tbe  diipc- 
tion  of  the  winds  blowing,  from  the .  poisonous 
sources.  Thus  M.  Monfalcon  mentions  tbat  tl|e 
deleterious  effluvia  from  the  stagnant  water  of 
Lake  Agnano,  are  often  carried  to  the  N.  E„  to 
two  or  three  villages,  and  even  to  a  convent,  a 
league  distant,  and  situated  on  a  high  mountain, 
fn  Corsica  and  Italy,  chains  of  bills,  very  far  from 
morasses,  but  placed  in  the  line  and  the  direction 
of  the  wind  from  them,  have  been  entirely  depopu- 
lated from  their  transported  miasmata.  The  dis- 
tance to  which  the  malarious  emanations  may 
extend  by  gradual  diffusion,  has  been  calculated  by 
ftfonfalcon  to  be  1.400  to  1.600  feet  of  elevation, 
and  fioru  600  to  1000  in  a  horizontal  direction.  These 
are  the  extreme  limits  in  Europe,  he  supposes  ;  but 
their  activity  is  much  more  extended  in  warm  cli- 
mates. In  the  West  Indies  it  is  said,  that  vessels  at 
the  distance  of  9.000  feet  from  a  marshy  coast  have 
felt  their  baneful  influence.  Much  will  depend 
in  these  localities,  on  the  strength  and  direction 
'of  the  wind,  and  whether  there  is  much  aqueous 
vapour  in  the  atmosphere  or  not  The  attraction 
of  trees  for  the  poison  is  great,  and  it  has  been 
repeatedly  observed,  tbat  not  only  a  few  individuals, 
but  even  populous  villages,  situated  in  (be  most 
swampy  di8tricts,have  owed  their  security  to  a  screen 
of  woods  interposed  between  them  and  the  marshes. 
Facts  of  this  kind  suggest  the  planting  of  trees  as 
a  fence  in  the  vicinity  of  irreclaimable  marshes, 
and  the  refraining  from  cutting  down  such  situated 
trees  in  new  settlements,  and  in  unreclaimed 
colonies.  It  is  an  interesting  fact,  tbat  many  parts 
in  North  America,  that   were  formerly  free  from 


annate  or  systematic  knowledge.    We  may  how.'  ™*]ana,  and  very  healthy,  before  the  ndghbouring 


belts  of  forests  were  cut  down,  are  now,  on  tbe 
entire  denudation  of  the  woods,  perfectly  uninhabit- 
able during  the  summer  and  autumn,  from  malaria. 
They  will  likely  continue  to  be  so,  until  the 
vegetable  exuvia  and  matter  are  nearly  worked  out 
of  the  soil  by  cultivation  and  cropping.  The  floors 
of  dwellings,  from  their  porosity,  are  supposed  to 
have  a  similar  attractive  power,  where  they  are 
situated  over  a  malarious  soil,  and  therefore  the 
second  stories  are  fonnd  to  be  much  more  salubrious 
than  tbe  ground  ones.  Asa  sleeping  apartment, 
tbe  upper  should  always  be  chosen,  and  where  this 
cannot  be  done,  the  bed  should  be  elevated  a  few 
feet  from  tbe  ground. 

The  notice  of  these  economic  aajangementa  leads 
us  to  consider  some  more  familiar  effects  of  an 
insalubrious  nature,  tbat  have  bean,  with  more  or 
less  justice,  attributed  to  malaria.     To  Its  mf  u- 
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5ESSMJq6M"  in  "particular  sites  and  countries,  are 
'*fmitt''  fifanfc1  affections  of   the  liver,  spleen, 
1  W^itonotterifi  ijtands  j  certain  derangements  of 
s,\fci  Stomach  and  intestines ;  dropsy,  palsy,  apoplexy, 
•l'iM(Mfecyt*i  WMOiifested  in  the  marshy  districts  ef 
l*WfejJhy,  and  ill  the  cretinism  of  the  valleys  of 
'  *4wfkzferland.    The  plica  pohnica  is  also  thought 
16*  d*  occasioned  by  the  long  application  of  certain 
'malaria.  Cholera,  dysentery,  diarrhoea,  are,by  many 
'Writers,  referred  to  its  mure  brief  and  localized 
agency;  and  there  is  still  more  reason  to  think, 
with  justice,  that  intermittent  neuralgia  may  occa- 
sionally be  referred  to  this  meteoric  cause,  though 
I  cannot  agree  wfth  some  who  add  rheumatism  to 
its*  effects.     It  is  observed,  that  the  natives  of 
marshy  districts,  who  permanently  reside  in  them, 
'lose  much  of  bodily  and  mental  integrity,  being 
contaminated   by  the  poisonous '  ah*   which  they 
inhale.    Their  aspect  is  sallow,  and  prematurely 
senile;    Tneir  features  are  often  wrinkled,  their 
muscles  flaccid,  the  hair  lank  and  light  coloured, 
the  abdomen  tumid,  the  stature  stunted,  and  the 
intellectual  character  feeble  and  low,  if  not  degraded. 
These  physical  characters  are  much  impressed  upon 
the  inhabitants  of  WalctKren,  as  I  have  personally 
witnessed.  *  They  seldem  attain  any  advanced  age. 
hat  also  remarked  that  ev*n  the  inferior  animals 
partake  of  the  general  depravation,  as  they  are  also 
stunted  and  abort  tfvtfoY 

In  considering  the  question  of  climate,  as  the 
public  health  is  affected,  there  is  another  im- 
portant element  which  mitst  never  be  over- 
looked, and  that* is' water,  both  as  an  article  of 
diet,  and  as  subserving  greatly  to  affect  the  comfort 
and  cleanliness  of  the  inhabitants  in  any  country. 
As  far  as  it  is  an  object  of  drink  and  of  culinary 
use,  its  purity  is  of  the  deepest  importance,  as  it 
is  the  universal  beverage  of  the  generality  of 
mankind,  or  the  vehicle  by  which  the  greater  part 
of  our  food,  animal  or  vegetable,  is  prepared  for 
our  stomachs. 
In  its  natural  supply  for  our  wants,  it  is  either 


somewhat  purer,  or  contains  a  greater  propqrjtion 
of  oxygen  gas  than  atmospherical  air,  or  as  V 
oxygen  to  73  azote. 

But  this  aerated  state  of  the  water  does  not 
exist,  when  the  water  is  stagnant*  or  impregnated 
with  vegetable  or  animal  matter.  It  is  found  that 
the  water  of  the  Thames  at  London  contains  so 
little  oxygen  gas,  that  phosphuretted  hydrogen 
gas  may  be  left  standing  over  it  for  24  hours, 
without  losing  its  combustibility,  while  a  very  short 
exposure  over  the  water  of  any  clear  stream  soon 
destroys  its  spontaneous  combustibility. 

The  agreeable  flavour  of  good  water  is  owing 
to  its  containing  air,  for  when  it  is  boiled,  its  taste 
is  vapid  and  much  less  agreeable.  Well-water 
often  contains  carbonic  acid  gas,  which  readers  it 
a  still  more  agreeable  beverage.  When  water 
contains  the  remains  of  animal  or  vegetable  sub- 
stances, it  may  contain  azotic  and  carbonic  acid 
gases,  without  any  trace  of  oxygen  gas,  became 
these  substances  combine  with  the  oxygen  and  so 
abstract  it.  For  the  same  reason  sulphuretted 
hydrogen  gas  and  oxygen  cannot  exist  together,  as 
the  sulphur  combines  with  the  oxygen,  though 
azotic  gas  may  exist  with  sulphuretted  hydrogen. 
The  existence  of  carbonate  of  iron  in  water  is  also- 
incompatible  with  the  presence  of  oxygen  gas  in  it ; 
as  this  salt  is  generally  in  a  state  of  protocarbonatev 
or  protoxide,  and  readily  attracts  another  dose  of 
oxygen  when  it  becomes  exposed  to  the  air,  and  is 
converted  into  a  peroxide,  and  is  precipitated  of  a 
brick-red  colour,  at  the  sides  and  bottom  of  the 
surface  stream,  as  we  may  observe  in  many  rills, 
and  also  in  water  from  springs  issuing  from  ferru- 
ginous strata. 

As  water  constitutes  a  most  important  and 
essential  part  of  the  food  of  man,  as  well  as  of  all 
animals  and  vegetables,  it  is  highly  requisite  it 
should  be  pure  and  of  necessary  plentifulneas.  Even 
of  the  solid  food  which  we  eat,  water  constitutes 
full  four-fifths.  It  may  even  be  said  that  nine- 
tenths  of  all  the  food  we  take  is  nothing  else 


derived  from  rain  collected  in  tanks  or  cistern%   hut  water,  and  in  cases  of  starvation  from  solid  (bod 


from  springs,  or  from  rivers.  Pure  water  should  be 
colourless,  destitute  of  smell,  and  have  but  little 
taste.  It  boils,  when  heated  under  a  mean  pres- 
sure of  the  atmosphere,  at  212°,  and  freezes  at 
32°.  A  cubic  inch  of  it,  at  the  temper, 
ature  of  60°,  weighs  exactly  252J  grains. 
Under  the  mean  temperature  and  pressure,  it  is 
about  810|  heavier  than  the  same  volume  of  at* 
mospherical  air.  It  is  composed  of  eight  parts,  by 
weight,  of  oxygen  and  one  of  hydrogen,  or  of 
one  volume  of  oxygen  gas  and  two  of  hydrogen 
gas.  Water,  whether  in  ponds,  rivers,  or  weHs, 
always  contains  a  quantity  of  atmospherical  air, 
but  rain  water  contains  most.  Dr.  Thomson  finds, 
that  100  cubic  inches  of  water  from  the  first  of 
these  sources, If  left  a  sufficient  time  "exposed  to 
the  air,  absorbs  two  cubic  i:.ches  of  azote  and  074 
0X<v6*en»  therefore  the  air  contained  in  water  is 


life  has  been  long  sustained  by  fresh  water  alone. 

To  determine  its  purity  and  wholesomeness,  the 
first  step  is  to  ascertain  the  specific  gravity  of  the 
water  under  inspection,  next  its  taste  and  smell* 
and  to  observe  whether  it  is  transparent  and  colour- 
less, or  muddy  and  coloured.  The  specific  gravity 
of  distilled  water  being  1.000,  good  river  water 
should  not  exceed  1.002,  or  1.003,  but  that  of 
mineral  waters  is  sometimes  as  high  as  1.028. 

To  determine  the  quantity  of  foreign  matter  in 
any  water,  we  may  employ  a  common  eight-ounce 
phial,  weigh  it,  mark  its  weight,  and  then  pat  ItiOO 
graids  of  the  water  into  it  j  place  the  phial  in'  a 
sloping  direction  on  a  sand  bath,  with  its  mouth 
open.  We  continue  the  heat  till 4  all  the  water 
is  evaporated,  when  the  residue  is  to  be  urged 
by  a  heat  of  '500*  to  expel  affl  the  adherent 
water  ;  we  again  weigh  the  phial!  the  increase  of 
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weight  will  show  the  quantity  of  foreign  matter  in 
1000  grain*.'  SuTpfluhc  add  in  water  is  detected  by 
the  'chloride  6t  barium ;  hydrochloric  acid  by 
the  nitrate  of  silver,  the  precipitate  being  dis- 
solved by  liquid  ammonia.  Carbonic  acid  is  detected 
'  by  its  having  an  acidulous  taste,  and  tinging  litmus 
paper  reti,  which  properties  it  loses  after  boiling. 
The  litmus  paper  also  recovers  its  blue  colour  when 
exposed  to  the  air. 

The  earths  of  lime  and  alumina  are  the  most 
common  impregnations  of  spring  and  pump  water, 
and  give  that  quality  to  water  which  is  called 
hardness,  which  unfits  it  so  much  for  culinary 
or  detergent  purposes,  especially  when  it  contains 
the  latter  substance,  alumina.  Even  as  a  constant 
beverage,  either  of  these  earths  will  be  unwhole- 
some, and  produce  obstructions  and  derangements 
of  the  intestinal  secretions.  Lime  may  be  detected 
by  oxalate  of  ammonia,  which  occasions  a  white 
precipitate,  or  a  mflkiness.  Should  no  precipitate 
take  place,  the  water  may  still  contain  a  little  lime, 
to  detect  which,  we  reduce  the  water  by  gentle 
evaporation  one-tenth,  then  drop  in  the  oxalate  ;  if 
Do  precipitate,  then  there  is  no  lime.  If  any  water, 
after  being  boiled  to  expel  any  free  carbonic  acid 
gas,  be  mixed  with  pure  lime  water,  and  a  white 
flaky  precipitate  bfl,  we  may  conclude  it  contains  a 
salt  of  magnesia.  Aluminous  impregnations  are 
readily  detected  by  a  solution  of  soap,  on  the  addi- 
tion of  which,  the  potash  or  soda,  combines  with  the 
acid,  such  as  the  sulphuric,  and  the  fat  of  the  soap 
is  thrown  to  the  surface.  But  to  detect  this  earth 
more  perfectly,  we  concentrate  the  suspected  water 
by  evaporation*  then  add  ammonia,  or  its  carbonate, 
which  throws  down  a  precipitate,  which  we  collect 
on  a  Alter,  wash  well  with  water,  and  then  boil  it 
in  a  solution  of  pure  potash  for  some  time.  We 
then  decant  off  the  potash  ley,  saturate  it  with 
muriatic  acid,  and  pour  carbonate  of  ammonia  into 
the  saturated  solution.  If  a  precipitate  now  fells,  it 
is  a  proof  that  the  water  contains  alumina,  which 
may  also  be  weighed. 

The  presence  of  iron  in  water  is  easily  known  by 
its  inky  taste,  and  by  its  striking  a  purple  colour 
with  the  infusion  of  nntgalls,  or  with  an  infusion  of 
tea;  prussiate  of  potash  strikes  a  blue,  and  sulpho- 
cyanate  of  potash  a  red  colour  with  the  peroxide 
of  iron,  but  produces  no  sensible  colour  with  the 
protoxide.  If  the  whole  iron  precipitates  when  the 
water  is  exposed  to  the  air,  or  when  it  is  boiled, 
we  may  be  sure  it  is  in  the  state  of  carbonate,  and 
therefore. all  protoxide.  If  it  only  partially  preci- 
pitates on  exposure  to  the  air,  or  on  boiling,  part 
will  be  in  the  state  of  carbonate,  and  part  sulphate. 

.Lead,  as  contaminating  cisterns  and  pipe  water, 
and  often  producing  very  direful  effects  on  health, 
and  even  life  itself,  may  be  detected  by  sulphuretted 
hydrogen  gas,  which  throws  down  a  black  precipi- 
tate. And  on  the  converse,  this  gas  is  detected  by 
ft  shntkur  dark  precipitate  on  the  addition  of  a  solu- 
tion of  sugar  of  lead.    We  have  now  noticed  the 
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nj^^  foreign ^  inj^enta  A.^ 
water  in  a  natural  state,  with  a^few.  ^  v^j 
means  of  detecting  the  nature. and  fte  ai 
earthy,  metallic,  or  gaseous  matters  which  1. 1  onm- 
rnonly  contains,  without  going  to  the  extent  pf  the 
subject  of  mineral  waters  and  their  analysis,  whSefl 
are  more  an  object  of  medicinal  than  hygienic 
attention.  It  is  seldom'  that  river  or  well-waters 
are  free  from  some  earthy  impregnation,  but  if  they 
are  of  a  specific  gravity  at  or  below  1.002,  the 
little  lime,  alumina,  magnesia,  or  silex,  will  not 
render  them  unwholesome  or  unfit  for  culinary 
purposes. 

, .  Another  subject  connected  with  water,  aa  ^eftdjng 
greatly  to  promote  the  public  health,  and  to  which 
too  little  attention  is  paid  in  this  county^  is 
its  employment  for  bathing.  Where,  the  sea  is 
not  at  band,  nor  any.  clear  river  or  lake,  it  is  very 
incumbent,  for  the  promotion  of  physical  health  and 
vigor  in  a  community,  that  artificial  bathing-tanks 
and  Jodgea  should  be  provided  for  the  body  of  the 
people,  at  a  trifling  expense,  or.  free  to  the  majority 
of  indivip^^us^n^thenu  . 

Fi^lis  AuoMmr  essential  requisite,  both  for 
cookin&aqd  bqdi^.wajajaib.  in  any  consideration 
of  local  filw&te  andt  bygmto  .  A  .plentiful  .supply 
of  wood»  feakpr  tpalfc  is  inajapansaUe  where  many 
unman  being*  jyra  Jto  be.  congregated  together. 
^Vood  and  turf  can  at  all  times  he.  ascertained,  to 
joist  or  not,,  front  an  inspection  of  the  surface  of 
the  country,  but  the,,  existence  of  the  more  valuable 
fact  of  coal  is, not  at. all.  tinges  ao.  easily  verged. 
\There  it  Ijas  not  ^een,  pxev|ous)y  discovereoV  frs 
existence  in  the ;  ^elgbbquriocHi  o(any  locality  B*y 
be  inferred,  if  not  sconce,  ascertained,  from  examina- 
tion of  the  geological  stfuqtuire  o(  ILhe  place.  AJt it 
should  oe  uncovered,  5t. trill  form  a,  most  important 
element  in  any  locality, . and.  woold-counterba^ance 
touch  that,  might  otherwise  be  reckoned  .  o^pjg*. 
ingly  salubrious  in  the  climate.  A  very- alight 
acquaintance  with  a  few  facts  as  to  the  rocks  and 
vegetable  fossils  which  always  accompany,  the  coal 
formation,  will  place  an  intelligent  observer  in  a 
ffesitioo  to  settle  this,  point,  and  I  wonld  advise  all 
young  practitioners  going  abroad  to  have  a  fair 
knowledge  of  this  study,  as  well  as  of  botany. 
.  Wood  forms  the  common  article  of  fuel  in  many 
countries,  and  is  not  quite  discontinued  in  this. 
It  was  the  first  article  in  ancient  times,  and  its 
general  use  served  to  clear  the  native  forests  of  the 
kingdom.  Peat  dried  is  still,  in  many  parts  of 
Ireland  and  Scotland,  the  only  combustible  used, 
both  for  culinary  and  other  domestic  uses.  Wood 
and  peat  are  both,  wholesome  articles  of  fuel,  but 
from  the  quantity  of  pyro-hgneous  acid  which  they 
give  off  in  burning,  they  are  annoying  if  not 
hurtful  to  the  eyes,  and  they  injure  the  complex- 
ions of  those  exposed  much  to  their  smoke.  From 
the  quantity  of  this  antiseptic  vapour  which  they 
give  off,  their  smoke  is  much  used  for  preserving 
and  drying  bams  and  fish  j  and  it  also  appears  that 
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some  creosote  is  it  the  fame  time  engendered,  which 
further  adds  to  their  antiseptic  properties. 

Warmth,  combined  with  a  doe  supply  of  fresh 
air,  is  so  essential  to  the  health  of  all  residing  in 
temperate  and  cold  climates,  especially  duriafthe 
winter,  that  many  modes  have  been  devised  to 
ensure  these  two  physical  blessings  in  the  most 
effectual  and  economical  manner;  but  after  all, 
open  fire-places  are  found  the  best,  though  tbey  are 
far  from  being  the  most  economical.  They  radiate 
the  most  heat  through  an  apartment,  if  properly 
placed,  while  they  attract  currents  of  fresh  air  from 
the  doors  and  crevices  of  the  windows  and  floors, 
but  then  they  carry  up  the  chimnies  a  great  deal 
of  combustible  gases,  unconsumed,  in  fact,  wasted, 
which  if  ignited  would  give  out  a  great  additional 
supply  of  sensible  heat ;  instead  of  which  they  are 
soon  condensed  by  the  cooler  atmosphere,  and  pre- 
cipitated  as  a  noxious  covering  over  the  neighbour- 
hood,  and  are  very  destructive  to  vegetation. 

Stoves  prevent  the  annoyance  of  smoke,  are 
snore  frugal,  and  they  beat  an  apartment  very 
effectually,  from  the  great  radiating  power  of  their 
metal,  but  the  ventilation  is  very  imperfect,  and 
besides  they  produce  a  dryness  in  the  surrounding 
air,  which  is  very  disagreeable  and  insalubrious, 
especially  where  people  are  subject  to  pulmonary 
weakness  or  disorder.  A  capsule  of  water  placed 
on  the  stove  does  not  altogether  prevent  these 
bjectionable  effects.  Hot-air  flues  combine  veuti- 
tilation  with  warmth,  if  the  air  from  the  outside  is 
brought  directly  into  the  place  after  being  heated  $ 
but  they  require  management.  Steam  tubes  con* 
vey  an  equable  temperature,  but  are  not  conve- 
nient, as  they  require  constant  attention  to  the 
heat  of  the  generator  being  kept  up.  Perkin's  hot 
water  pipes  promised  the  most  perfect  supply  and 
easy  management;  but  tbey  have  been  proved  to 
be  liable  to  accidents,  such  as  may  occur  in  frosty 
weather,  and  from  rupture  of  the  pipes,  so  that  the 
advantages  derived  from  them  are  much  counter- 
balanced by  the  care  and  risk  attending  on  their 
use.  The  safest  mode  of  using  hot  water,  is  ii^at 
in  use  in  many  conservatories,  where  the  water 
cannot  be  heated  above  212°,  but  this  is  not 
conveniently  done  in  dwelling-houses.  Warmth 
is  agreeable  to  all  ages,  but  it  is  essential  to  the 
very  young  and  the  aged.  In  the  former  it  pro- 
motes  the  natural  tendency  of  capillary  circulation 
and  development,  or  what  may  be  called  the 
eccentric  evolution  of  the  infant.  In  the  aged,  it 
even  supplies  the  place  of  food,  for  cold  air  throws 
too  much  oxygen  or  combustion  on  the  lungs,  and 
thereby  produces  more  waste  than  the  feeble  pow- 
ers of  assimilation  can  supply. 


CASES  IN  SURGERY. 
By  T.  M.  Gkbbnhow,  F.R.C.S.,  of 
Senior  Surgeon  to  the  Infirmary,   Newcastle  if  en 

True,  Ac, 
(Read  at  the  Anniversary  Meeting  of  the  Provincial 

Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  Aug.  7, 1844.) 

If  scientific  information  is  to  be  increased  rather  by 
the  faithful  record  and  accumulation  of  facts,  than  by 
ingenious  theories ;  if  it  is  on  the  careful  obseifatiaa 
and  comparison  of  such  facts  alone,  that  we  can  fount* 
any  just  and  useful  reasoning  by  which  we  may  be 
safely  guided  in  the  deduction  of  practical  axioms 
then  may  I  hope  that  the  following  cases,  shortly  sad 
simply  related,  without  any  desire  to  exaggerate  their 
importance,  to  extenuate  the  errors  or  sources  of  fail- 
ure in  diagnosis  or  treatment,  or  any  attempt  to 
enhance  the  degree  of  success  with  which  they  were 
attended,  can  scarcely  fail  to  possess  some  imterest 
with  the  profession,  or  to  supply  now  a  guide  and  now 
a  beacon  to  some  of  the  younger  of  its  members,  in 
the  treatment  of  similar  cases  of  accident  or  disease. 

It  is  easy  for  a  practitioner  to  relate  successful  sad 
striking  cases,  wherein  his  practical  skill  has  appeared 
to  himself  at  least,  to  have  been  exemplified  in  s 
manner  at  once  grateful  to  his  own  feelings,  and  cal- 
culated to  receive  the  admiration  or  approbation  of 
others.  But  to  relate  cases  which  were  less  success- 
ful, or  which  altogether  failed,  and  to  point  out  with 
candour  and  unflinching  fidelity  the  supposed  sources 
of  failure ;  to  acknowledge  errors  in  diagnosis,  prog- 
nosis, or  therapeutic  practice,  requires  a  firmer  resolfe 
and  a  degree  of  self-sacrifice  at  the  shrine  of  science 
from  which  many  shrink  ;  and  not  a  few,  it  is  to  be 
feared,  if  they  do  not  glaze  over  their  errors,  and  at- 
tempt to  give  them  the  hne  and  shspe  of  virtues,  at 
least  think  it  no  sin  to  pass  them  over  in  silence, 
although  a  candid  avowal  of  them  might  not  a  stole 
contribute  to  deter  others  from  the  same  sources  of 
failure. 

Perhaps  there  are  few  practitioners  who  can  look 
back  without  many  misgivings  as  to  the  results  of 
cases  which  have  been  submitted  to  their  professions! 
management,  and  who  do  not  see  reason  to  believe 
that  other  treatment  than  that  adopted  might  occa- 
sionally have  led  to  different  and  more  favourable 
issues.  Indeed,  in  the  nature  of  things  it  cannot  be 
otherwise,  else  in  what  would  consist  the  value  of 
experience,  of  practical  observation,  and  matured 
reflection  and  judgment  ?  If  every  man  began  practice 
with  all  the  knowledge  and  practical  skill  which  he  is 
capable  of  acquiring,  after  long  and  careful  perusal  of 
the  book  of  nature,  we  must  necessarily  infer  that  the 
whole  scope  of  science  has  already  been  mastered,  that 
no  new  fact  remains  to  be  developed,  that  the  laws  of 
diseased  action,  and  the  nature  and  effects  of  reme- 
dies, have  been  fully  ascertained,  that  the  truth  of  the 
axiom,  "Ars  longa  vita  brevis,"  has  been  reversed, 
and,  in  brief,  that  some  royal  road  has  indeed  been 
found  out,  of  discovering  and  conquering  the  f 
ssnd  ills  that  flesh  is  heir  to.'* 

It  is  in  the  spirit  of  these  reflections,  that  1 1 
relate  the  details  of  some  eaess  which  appear  to  me  te 
supply  facts  not  unworthy  of  the  coiiaideratioa  of  the 
members  of  the  Provincial  Association.  T*sy  will 
be  selected  from  my  case  bonks,  without  regard  to  the 
order  of  their  occurrence. 


casm  in  mMimr. 

'-fit  I  mfc  sag  ■  v,    '     r 
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.  WITH  SXTSMfelTB  SCJtOtUtOU*  nt»A*U. 

:  Aonert  Dover,  aged  44,  a  thin  man  of  sallow  com- 
plexion, wat  admitted  into  the  Newcastle  Infirmary* 
January  6th,  18*2,  with  well-marked  symptom*  of  t 
stoaein  the  bladder,  from  which  he  had  entered  from 
childhood.  For  some  yean  ma  emfarings  had  been 
treat. ,  A  warm  hath  was  proscribed.  Twelve  graina 
of.  Dover's  powder  ordered  to  be  taken  at  bed  time, 
ami  half  a*  ounce  of  castor  oil  in  the  morning.    <• 

7th.  A  large  sound  was  introduced,  and  a  stone  dis- 
tinctly fek.  Though  the  operation  of  sounding  was 
perlsrmed  with  great  caution,  it  occasioned  him 
mneh>  pain,  and  he  complained  greatly  of  the  ordinary 
symptoms  of  bis  disease.  To  obtain  relief  be  rapports 
hiaairlf  on  his  knees  and  elbows.  The  following 
mixture  was  prescribed :— Gam  mucilage  and  camphor 
mixture,  four  ounces  of  each,  a  drachm  of  the  carbonate 
of  soda,  and  two  drachms  of  the  tincture  of  hyoscya- 
mus.  To  take  three  large  spoonfuls  three  times  a  day. 
fiepeat  the  powder  at  bed- time.  Castor  oil  in  the 
>  morning,  if  necessary. 

8th.  Easier.   Bowels  well  opened ;  slept.    Continue. 

9th.  Complains  much  to-day.    Anodyne  fomenta- 
tion to  abdomen. 

10th.  Much  reuered.    Nearly  free  from  pain. 

13th.  Rp  mates,  pretty  ♦easy,  bat  suffers  from  hmmer* 
rhpids.    ttredof  the  nuktara,  .  Take  of  linseed  tea,  a 
pint;  carbonate  of  soda,  a, descant;  tincture  of  hyos- 
cyamas,  two  drachms.  A  cupful)  of  this  mixture  to  be.  > 
given  three  times  a  day.    Apply  the  gall  ointment  as 


but! 


<13th.  PSes 


a  bad  alght.  fake  of 
1 3  barley  water,  a  pint. 
A  cental  to  be  taken  occasionally.  Thirty  drops  of 
Batttty's  sedative  at  bed*time* 

14th.  Much  relieved.    Cooanftfe. 

15th.  Slept  ill,  but  did  not  take  the  opiate.  Bowels 
irritable.  Take  half  an  ounce  of  castor  oil  immedi- 
ately.   Anodyne  at  night. 

16th.  Slept  well;  easier ;  bowels  easy. 

17th'.  Another  good  night.  Sounded,  and  stone 
distinctly  felt.  Opiate  at  night;  emollient  enema  in 
the  morning. 
s-  18th.  Operation  of  lithotomy  performed  this  morn- 
^^ing,  and  a  smooth  nearly-round  stone,  weighing  ten 
drachms  and  26  grains,  was  extracted:  During  the 
Operation  (which  was  soon  over)  large  hemorrhoidal 
tumours  projected  from  the  anus,  and  a  quantity  of 
pale  liquid  feces  was'  discharged.  A  circumstance 
occurred  during  the  Operation  which  was  explained  by 
the  condition  of  parts  discovered  by  the  post-mortem 
examination.  In  drawing  out  the  scalpel,  after  the 
divfadon  of  the  prostate,  the  incision  of  intermediate 
parts  was  found  to  be  insufficient  to  admit  of  the 
extraction  of  the  stone  ( which  was  not  very  large) 
wttifout  the  repeated  use  of  the  knife  to  overcome  the 
obstruction.  At  the  time,  I  was  led  to  suppose  that 
I  had  not  made  my  incision  with  sufficient  freedom. 
In  the  sequel,  however,' it  appeared  that  the  unyielding 
eaaracter  of  the  diseased  tissues  was  the  real  cause  of 
tbfcdbetructfau,  and  that  these  required  to  be  divided 
wfth  mucn"  arenas*  freedom  than  in   Aeir  healthy 


***.   la  the  eveamg  *rw»*'1ssby-aaw  cutafaitsfJst. 
Urine  passed  fusty  Araagil  and  aajamf, 

19th,  Hadanuneasvaajhtj  *****  parte?;  wound  * 
JcmkfagwelL    Aa  opiate  at  uigat. 

49th.  'No  ctnnplaln*  to'day.  wleptweH;  wound 
looks  •  well ;  urine  ilows  freely  tfoougn  the  wound 
fewebopen.    Contuiae;  an  anodyne  draught  at  bed- 

*-. 

21st  No  un/avoarah^assjaptoms. 

22ad.  Had  an  opiate  last  night,  and  slept  well. 
Bowels  well  opened  with  castor  oiL  Urine  flows  freely 
through  the  wound,  which  looks  well;  but  he  feels 
languid  and  has  lew  appetite  to-day.  Pulse  soft  and 
^nick.  A  stomachic  mixture  was  ordered,  beet  tea, 
and  a  small  quantity  of  wine. 

23rd.  Less  languor  to-day.  Pulse  firmer ;  slept 
well;  more  appetite ;  tongue  dean  and  moist;  urine 
flows  freely ;  wound  rather  sloughy ;  bowels  not  open. 
A  dose  of  castor  oil. 

24th.  Had  a  good  night  and  appears  well ;  appetite 
Improves;  excoriation  of  sacrum ;  apply  a  lead  pUnster. 
A  shop  and  wine  allojperi. 

2i»th.  Appears  going  on  well ;  but  he  now  for  the 
first  time  directed  my  attention  to  a  tumour  in  the 
right  axilla,  which  waa  becoming  painful.  On  inquiry, 
l.found  that  it  had  commenced  about  twelve  days  before 
bJa.  admission  iot  the  hospital,  though  he  did  not  think 
it  of  sufficient  conaequ^ce  to  racn^loa  it  sooner..  It 
is  of  considerable  stag,  fluctuating  and  painful.  To 
he  poulticed1.    To  continue  as  before. 

26th.  Wound  cleaning,  and  urine  passes  partially  by 
the  urethra.  Back  better,  and  is  doing  well ;  except 
abscess  in  axilla,  which  is  very  large,  extending  above 
tfcftalavicle. 

^feth.  Abscess  opened,  and  about  eight  ounces  of 
pea  discharged.  Appetite  not  quite  so  good ;  in  other 
respects  seems  pretty  well. 

2Mb.  Great  discharge  from  the  axfOs. 

Sflth.  Wound  cleaning.  Abscess  still  discharges 
freely,  but.is  free  from  pain. 

5r*t.  Gains  strength ;  wound  healthy,  but  does 
not  ill  up.  Great  discharge  from  axilla.  Appetite 
good.  Bowels  regular,  and  he  sleeps  well  with  an 
enisle  at  night.  Takes  nourishment,  with  wine  and  ale 
iS  moderation. 

February  let.  Stronger.  Urine  passed  by  urethra 
felely  last  night.    Wound  appears  filling  up. 

2nd.  Doing  well ;  wishes  for  more  ale ;  to  hare  one 
plat  daily  wfth  his  chop  at  dinner. 

6th.  Goes  on  well.  Abscess  in  axilla  nearly  closed. 
Bark  healing. 

7th.  Report  good  in  ail  respects. 

8th.  Bowels  confined ;  aperient  mixture. 

9th.  Bowels  well  opened,  but  not  so  good  a  night. 
Appetite  not  so  good.  Abscess  again  discharges  more. 
Wound  pale  and  flabby..  Thinks  the  ale  disagrees. 
To  have  wine  snd  beef  tea.    Take  of  infusion  of  roses, 


Plasty  simps  of  mudaaaja  ware  staffer  the  opera- 


?»:ontfU*and  a  half;  sulphate  of  quinine,  two  grains; 
tincture  of  bark,  a  drachm.    To  be  given  twice  a  day. 

I  Oth.  Appears  better. 

lllh.  Report  favourable. 

'  12th.  Not  so  well.  Bowels  confined*.  Did  not  sleep 
wctl;vtiree  of  quinine  draught,  lake  two  grains  of 
quinine,  in  a  pill,  three  times  a  day.  Ten  grains  of 
rhubarb  pill  at  bed-time^itized  b  GOO< 

13th.  Bowels  not  opened.     Nausea  and  romitiag. 
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Abscess  discharge*,  much.  Appetite  bad;  and  loves 
flesh.  Prefers  sago  and  wine  as  diet  To  bare  an 
emollient  enema  immediately. 

14th,  Enema  operated  well;  feel*  better*  Slept 
well.  To  have  an  effervescing  draught  with  each  pill, 
Repeat  enema  occasionally. 

15th.  Appears  improving.  Bowels  not  opened. 
Enema  immediately. 

16th.  Report  favourable. 

17th.  Bowels  well,  and  naturally  opened,  without 
enema.  Abscess  nearly  closed.  Wound  clean,  but 
pale  and  flabby ;  does  not  heal. 

18th  and  19th.  Report  favourable. 

20th.  Had  an  attack  of  diarrhoea  yesterday  after- 
noon. Five  or  six  loose  stools.  Chalk  mixture  and 
tincture  of  opium  ordered.  Diarrhoea  arrested.  Omit 
quinine.     Opiate  al  night. 

21st.  Two  stools.  Last  night  had  a  severe  attack  of 
pain  in  right  hip,  to  relieve  which  two  doses  of  opium 
were  prescribed.  Large  glandular  swelling  in  the  right 
grOin  discovered  this  morning.  Wound  does  not  close, 
but  looks  clean.  Urine  passes  entirely  by  wound. 
Anodyne  enema,  if  pain  or  diarrhoea  continue.  Muriate 
of  morphia — half  a  grain  at  bed-time. 

22nd.  Much  sunk  to  day.  Pulse  scarcely  percepti- 
ble. Tumour  in  groin  large  and  painful.  Had  two 
anodyne  glisters  last  night,  since  which  the  bowels 
have  not  acted ;  has  slept  a  good  deal,  but  is  roused 
with  difficulty,  though  seems  quite  sensible  when  fairly 
awakened.    Takes  wine  and  water  only. 

23rd.  Passed  the  day  pretty  easily  yesterday  dH 
evening,  when  he  complained  much  of  pain  in  right 
leg;  which  continued  till  half-past  two,  a.m.,  this  day, 
when  he  expired. 

Pott-mortem  Examination. — February  25th,  ten  a.m. 
The  body  was  much  wasted  \  the  fulness  in  right  groin 
had  shrunk,  and  no  fluctuation  was  perceptible  in  it. 
It  seemed  to  consist  of  enlarged  glands ;  the  abdominal 
cavity  only  was  examined.  The  liver  was  of  natural 
size,  dark  coloured,  softened  in  structure,  and  gorged 
with  blood.  The  colon  was  attached  to  it  by  loose 
adhesions.  The  kidneys  were  large,  pale,  and  flabby  ; 
when  cut  into  they  presented  a  bluish  mottled  appear- 
ance, but  no  disorganization.  The  ureters  were  of 
natural  size.  A  large  tumour  occupied  the  Jower  part 
of  the  pelvis,  and  was  closely  attached  to  the  bladder, 
having  the  mesentery  and  some  folds  of  the  ileum  ad- 
hering to  it*  superior  and  posterior  part.  It  appeared  to 
consist  of  an  agglomerated  mass  of  diseased  mesenteric 
glands.  This,  with  the  bladder  and  rectum,  was 
removed  entire  from  the  pelvis.  On  passing  the  finger 
through  the  incision  in  the  prostate— the  extent  and 
direction  of  which  corresponded  exactly  with  the 
theoretic  intentions  of  this  part  of  the  operation— it 
entered  a  deep  cavity,  which  felt  very  irregular  and 
knotty  on  its  surface.  The  bladder  and  this  cavity 
were  laid  open  from  the  prostatic  opening  through 
their  whole  extent.  The  bladder  was  small  arc 
thickened ;  the  mucus  membrane  extensively  ulce- 
rated, and  covered  with  muco-purulent  matter.  An 
opening  of  considerable  extent  at  the  fundus  of  the 
bladder  communicated  with  a  large  glandular  abscess. 
The  septum,  or  wall  of  separation,  was  hard,  thick, 
and  irregular ;  the  finger  would  easily  pass  through 
the  opening  of  communication.  The  interior  of  the 
abscess  had  very  much  the'  appearance  of  that  of  the 


bladder,  but  it  was  very  irregular  from  the  < 
glandular  projections  which  formed  its  parietes.  The 
incision  of  the  prostate  had  no  appearance  of  cicatri- 
zation. On  cutting  deeply  into  the  right  grotn  a 
quantity  of  reddish  pus  escaped,  which  was  also  felt 
fluctuating  within  the  pelvis,  over  the  thyroid  foramen. 
The  whole  of  the  ramus  pubis,  from  the  acetabulum  to 
the  symphysis,  had  disappeared  by  absorption,  or,  more 
properly,  suppurative  dissolution.  Al!  this  part  con- 
tained purulent  matter  of  the  description  already 
noticed.  The  pubis,  on  the  left  side  of  the  symphyub, 
was  so  softened  as  to  cut  easily  with  the  knife,  and  was 
saturated  with  pus.  The  prostate  gland  was  free  from 
disease  ;  and  the  only  portion  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  bladder  not  ulcerated  lined  a  sort  of 
pouch  on  the  right  side,  in  which  the  stone  had  been 
situated,  and  from  which  it  required  to  be  dislodged  by 
the  scoop,  during  the  operation. 

A  drawing  of  the  diseased  parts  accompanied  this 
case,  and  was  exhibited  to  the  members.        j 

CASE  Or  LITHOTOMY  FOLLOWED  BY  AN  AFFECTION 
OF  THB  LEG  CLOSELY  RESEMBLING  PHLEGMASIA 
OOLENS. 

Amrara  Amos,  aged  19,  seaman,  from  Maidstone, 
in  Kent,  where  he  had  been  accustomed  to  drink 
largely  of  cider.  Admitted  November  15th,  1838, 
with  stone  in  the  bladder.  Has  much  pain  in  gians 
penis  after  passing  urine,  and  in  the  pubic  region ; 
frequent  desire  to  pass  urine.  Symptoms  commenced 
about  three  years  ago.  On  sounding,  a  stone  was  dis- 
tinctly felt.  A  warm  bath,  opiate,  and  purgative,  were 
prescribed,  and  a  soothing  treatment  pursued  till 
December  4th,  when  the  operation  of  lithotomy  was 
performed.  A  stone  of  the  mulberry  figure,  but  yellow 
colour,  weighing  five  drachms  and  a  half,  was  soon 
extracted,  and  nothing  of  an  untoward  character 
attended  the  operation ;  after  which  an  opiate  was 
given.  In  the  evening  he  complained  of  some  uneasi- 
ness in  the  pubic  region,  which  yielded  to  fomentations 
and  an  opiate.  The  urine  passed  freely  through  the 
wound,  and  the  pulse  was  soft  and  quiet 

7th.  Going  on  well ;  urine  partially  passed  by 
urethra. 

8th.  Had  a  slight  rigor  in  the  night,  the  urine 
having  accumulated  in  the  bladder ;  an  injection  gave 
relief.  Has  not  slept,  and  has  slight  uneasiness  in  the 
pubic  region.  Tongue  slightly  furred  ;  pulse  soft,  96 ; 
urine  not  discharged  for  some  hours  ;  bowels  freely 
opened.  An  emollient  enema  to  be  given,  followed  by 
an  opiate,  if  pain  should  continue. 

Evening.  Urine  not  discharged,  and  very  uneasy. 
On  raising  his  legs  a  little  to  pass  an  elastic  catheter,  a 
large  gush  of  urine  took  place,  which  afforded  great 
relief.  After  this  he  went  on  well,  the  urine  passing 
naturally,  almost  entirely  on  the  15th  (the  eleventh 
day)  till  the  22nd,  when  he  complained  of  pain  in  the 
left  iliac  region,  which  was  slightly  increased  on 
pressure  ;  the  pulse  was  soft  but  quickened.  Fomen- 
tations, with  an  opiate  and  aperients,  were  prescribed. 
On  the  following  day  the  pain  extended  to  the  left 
groin.  Leeches  relieved,  but  did  not  quite  remove 
it.  The  urine  continued  to  pass  naturally,  and  the 
wound  was  healing  well.  On  the  24th,  some  ten* 
derness  remaining,  leeches  and  fomentations  weep 
again  had  recourse  to. 
26th.  Pain  entirely  removed. 
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27th.  Complains  of  pain  in  the  left  thigh  in  the 
course  of  the  great  Teasels ;  no  pain  remaining  in  groin ; 
in  other  respects  going  on  well.  Leeches  and  fomenta- 
tions again  employed.  * 

29th.  A  good  deal  reduced,  but  free  from  complaint, 
except  swelling  and  pain  of  the  left  leg,  which  much 
resembles  phlegmasia  dotens.  Fomentations  and  an 
anodyne.    Stimulating  liniment  prescribed. 

31st  Still  complains  of  the  leg,  but  in  all  other 
respects  doing  well.  The  final  closure  of  the  wound 
was  retarded  by  the  affection  of  the  leg,  and  requisite 
treatment ;  and  the  leg  remained  Urge,  stiff.and  slightly 
painful  for  some  weeks,  following  very  much  the  course 
of  a  genuine  case  of  phlegmasia  dolens ;  but  towards 
the  end  of  February  a  slight  stiffness  only  remained 
and  on  the  27th  he  was  discharged,  cured. 

CASE  OF  FEMORAL  HERNIA*    SHOWING  THE  DANGER 
OF  BODILY  EXERTION  AFTER  THE  OPERATION. 

Mrs.  Atkinson,  aged  64,  a  very  large  fat  woman,  has 
for  many  years  had  a  femoral  hernia  on  the  right  side, 
from  which  she  has  suffered  but  slight  inconvenience. 
The  tumour  has  never  entirely  gone  away,  but  when 
occasionally  enlarged  to  a  considerable  size,  has  always 
subsided  on  lying  down,  to  that  of  a  pigeon's  egg.  Has 
never  worn  a  truss. 

May  10th,  at  7  p.m.,  I  was  requested  to  visit  her 
in  consultation  with  Mr.  Janson,  her  ordinary  surgeon. 
I  found  that  on  the  preceding  day  at  about  two  o'clock, 
the  tumour  hud  become  greatly  enlarged,  as  she  sup- 
posed, in  consequence  of  vomiting  induced  by  a  dis- 
ordered stomach.  The  vomiting  bad  continued  frequent, 
the  matter  rejected  being  of  a  tenacious  character, 
and  of  a  dark  green  colour,  but  without  purulent 
odour.  When  I  visited  her  the  tumour  was  very  large, 
tense,  and  tender.  The  abdomen  was  also  very  tender. 
Pulse  100,  soft  and  compressible.  Tongue  furred.  No 
remedies  had  been  employed.  A  common  glyster 
was  given,  which  brought  away  some  faeces  from  the 
rectum,  but  without  any  relief,  the  tumour  remaining 
tense,  end  the  vomiting  continuing.  The  circum- 
stances of  the  case  convinced  me  that  no  delay  in  per- 
forming the  operation  ought  to  take  place,  and  after 
some  persuasion  it  was  consented  to.  On  laying  open 
the  sac  by  a  perpendicular  incision  along  the  course 
of  the  tumour,  and  careful  dissection,  it  was  found  to 
contain  a  large  quantity  of  omentum  and  a  consider- 
able portion  of  intestine,  which  was  closely  strangu- 
lated, and  of  a  dark  colour.  The  extreme  fatness  of 
the  patient  rendered  it  somewhat  difficult  to  reach  the 
seat  of  the  stricture.  Having  divided  this  carefully 
and  freely,  the  intestine  was  first  returned  into  the 
cavity  of  the  abdomen,  and  subsequently  the  omentum, 
which  part  of  the  operation  required  some  cautious 
manipulation. 

The  wound  was  drawn  together  by  three  sutures, 
and  plasters,  compresses,  and  bandages  were  applied. 
Her  extreme  size  rendered  it  necessary  to  perform  the 
operation  without  removing  her  from  bed.  An  opiate 
was  immediately  given,  with  some  sulphate  and  car- 
bonate of  magnesia,  to  be  repeated  if  necessary;  and 
strict  directions  were  given  not  to  allow  her  to  rise  to 
the  night  table,  or  use  any  avoidable  exertion.  Affcer 
tlje  operation  she  vomited  the  draught ;  but  when  Mr. 
Janson  visited  her  an  hour  or  two  afterwards,  be  was 
surprised  to  find  her  getting;  toto  bed,  having  been  up  to 


the  night  table,  notwithstanding  the  cautions  which  had 
been  given.  A  small  reoutentevseusSitasitts^lytl^eed 
with  blood,  had  been  passed,  hot  eke  we*  much  ex- 
hausted by  the  exertion,  and  dteT  -not  tatiyv  tovtftJng 
i  Having  frequently  recurred  till  fee  a.mn  of  the  kith, 
when  she  expired. 

No  port-mortem  examination  was  allowed,  though 
much  urged. 

Little  doubt  can  be  entertained  that  this  patient's 
death  was  hastened,  if  not  occasioned,  by  the  exertion 
of  rising  to  the  night  table  so  soon  after  the  operation. 

CASE  OF  FUNGUS  UMU ATODRS  OF  TBS  EYBBARL,  \/ 
WITH  CATARACT. 

Thomas  Dodds,  aged  22,  coach  driver  from  Durham, 
applied  tpme  in  the  spring  of  1842,  with  a  dense  white- 
coloured  cataract  of  the  left  eye.  For  some  weeks 
past  the,  sight  had  gradually  diminished,  and  sensibility 
to  light,  but  no  useful  vision,  remained.  The  eye  was 
quite  free  from  pain.  Belladonna  dilated  the  pupil, 
exposing  the  cataract  more  completely,  and  increasing 
the  sensibility  to  light,  but  without  improving  the 
sight. 

In  consequence  of  his  anxiety  to  have  the  sight  of 
the  eye  restored,  I  was  induced,  contrary  to  my  ussge 
in  cases  of  single  cataract,  to  perform  an  operation, 
which  was  done  in  July,  .1842. 

On  raising  the  .upper  eyelid,  previous  to  the  opera- 
tion, some  irregular  elevations  in  the  upper  part  of 
the  sclerotica,  of  a  bluish  colour,  were  observed  ;  but 
ffepugh  they  showed  a  slight  yielding  of  that  membrane, 
which  attracted  some  notice,  I  did  not  consider  the 
appearance  sufficient  to  indicate  serious  disease  of  ibe 
eyeball.  A  fine  needle  was  introduced  behind  the  iris, 
and  the  lens  was  freely  lacerated,  without  displace- 
ment. 

The  operation  was  attended  with  a  discharge  of 
blood  within  the  eye,  which  soon  entirely  obscured  its 
contents.  Little  pain  attended  the  operation.  The 
eye  was  covered  with  a  wet  rag,  and  lightly  bandaged, 
the  usual  precautions  being  taken  to  prevent  inflam- 
mation. In  a  few  days  the  effused  blood  wss  absorbed, 
and  after  a  few  weeks  the  opaque  lens  had  disappeared, 
except  a  portion  of  dense  white  capsule  which  remained, 
covering  a  part  of  the  pupil.  In  this  state  the  eye  re- 
mained sensible  to  light,  but  no  useful  sight  was 
recovered.  In  a  little  time  the  elevation  of  the  Scle- 
rotica became  more  prominent,  and  the  interior  of  the 
eye  began  to  exhibit  a  metallic  appearance,  as  if  the 
light  were  reflected  from  a  piece  of  tinfoil.  Gradually 
tfte  projections  greatly  enlarged,  and  exhibited  a  deep 
red  or  purple  appearance,  from  innumerable  vessels 
which  traversed  the  surface.  Occasional  pains  were 
now  experienced  in  the  eyeball,  which  extended  to  the 
forehead  and  temple  j  but  his  suffering  was  never  con- 
siderable, and  his  general  health  remained  unaffected. 

In  the  autumn  of  1843,  f  thought  it  right  to  make 
?$n  aware  of  the  nature  of  the  affection,  and  recom- 
mended the  removal  of  the  diseased  organ.  But  he 
did  not  make  up  his  mind  to  the  operation  till  April, 
1844,  when  he  became  a  patient  at  the  Infirmary. 

'May  2nd.  The  eyeball  was  extracted  in  the  usual 

manner.    Hie  optic  nerve  was  divide*  with  a  pair  of 

bent  probe-pointed  scisscors.     *The  socket  was  lightly 

filled  with  lint  and  bandaged.  d  by  Q 

The  operation  lasted  about  four  mlnntes,  and  was 


336 


ttteRitatACi  totfwiJWMb. 


attended  withies*  suffering  than  lie  bad  anticipated; 
Tbe  bleeding  was  faconsfclerable.  An  opiate  was  given' 
and  he  hid  no  unfavourable  symptom.  Hue  Unless* 
removed  from  the  socket  the  day  after  the  operation*  * 
healthy  suppuration  was  toon  established,  which  had 
nearly  ceaaed  at  the  end  of  three  weeks,  when  he  left 
the  Infirmary. 

'  Since  then  I  have  seen  him  occasionally  5  for  some 
time  a  slight  discharge  remained,  but  be  is  now  per* 
fectly  well. 

On  examining  the  diseased  eye,  the  Interior  was 
found  nearly  filled  with  fungoid  disease,  which  had  e*i» 
dently  originated  from  the  upper  portion,  where  tha_ 
sclerotica  was  first  observed  protuberant  and  die* 
coloured  at  the  time  of  the  operation  for  the  dissotn* 
tion  of  the  cataract.  This  account*  for  the  effusion  of 
blood  which  then  took  place.  The  capsule  of  tfce'fteni 
had  shrunk  into  a  small  opaque  membranous  mass, 
and  the  small  portion  of  vitreous  humour  contained  in 
the  space  unoccupied  by  the  morbid  growth,  had 
become  perfectly  liquid. 

In  the  preparation  may  be  seen  the  external  pntn 
jections  in  the  upper  part  of  the  eyeball,  of  s  deep  red 
colour,  and  the  fungoid  mass,  nearly  filling  the  csvfty  of 
the  organ. 

The  optic  nerve  seems  free  from  disease.'  '*' 

It  may  be  some  apology  for  my  imperfect  diagnosis 
in  the  early  stage  of  this"  case,  taatj  a 'few  weeks 
before  the  extirpation  of  the' eyeball;'  the  patient  had  an 
opportunity  of  consulting  several  eminent  surgeons  ef 
Hospitals  and  Aye  Institutions  in  London,  who  seenttd 
by  no' means  agreed  as  to  the''tro«!  character  of ^hc 
complaint,  and  one  of  whom  recommended  the  excision 
of  tbe&aterftorpartof  theeye  (as  in  the  operation  for 
staphyloma)  as  ehe  most  judicious  method  of  remov- 
ing the  disease. 

The  preparation  was  exhibited  to  the 


CASE  OP  PUERPERAL  CONVULSIONS. 

By  John  Pamlcloth,  Esq.,  Surgeon,  Northampton. 

(Read  at  the  Anniversary  Meeting  of  the  Provincial 

Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  Aug.  7, 1844. 

The  subject  upon  which  I  am  now  about  to  ojsjtta 
.  few  observations  .has  been  of  late  so  much  and  am 
ably  discussed  by  various  members  of  our  Association, 
that  it  is  with  considerable  reluctance  I  am  induced  to 
appear  before  you;  but  feeling  it  a  duty,  as  one  of  the 
members  of  the  local  council,  to  contribute  my  sjifto 
of  information  to  the  meeting,  I  thought  I  could  not 
do  better  than  relate  the  simple  facts  of  a  case  which 
occurred  in  my  own  practice,  together  with  the  treat- 
ment, which  ultimately  proved  so  successful. 

About  twelve  months  since,  between  five  and  six 
o'clock,  ajnn  I  was  snmmsnnd  to  attend  Mrs.  A-vthe 
wife  of  a  respectable  tradesman  in  this  town**iJnV 
mother  of  eight  children,  who  was  then  about  41 
years  of  age,  of  a  robust  temperament,  and  at  the 
time  m  the  eighth  month  of  pregnancy.  On  my  arrival 
I  found  her  suffering  from  a  most  severe  attack,  of 
puerperal  consmlsions.  Her  husband,  in  answer  to  my 
,  enquiries*  stated  that  the  preceding  any  her  mind  hud 
been  much  disturbed  by  the.  violent  contact  of  one,  of 
her  sons  towards  jier,  and  that  before  going  to  bed 
she  had  complained  of  severe  pain  in  the  heed,  aoootn- 


panled  by  a  sensation  of  1 

early  pert  of  the  night  she  pissed 

lessty,  and  about  four  o'clock  aan.  he  was 
by  his  wife's  ehmggiei 

appeared  to  him  to  he  in  a  fit,  which  however  1 
subsided  { in  about  half  an  hour  a  second  attack  « 
on,  which  greatly  alarmed  him,  and  he 
gave  directions  that  I  should  be  sent  for.  On< 
to  the  bed-side,  I  found  her  violently  eonvuJsm),  ail 
her  features  dreadfnUy  distorted  in  various  waye, 
frothy  matter  at  the  same  time  exuding  from  the 
mouth ;  the  pulse  was  somewhat  slow  and 
the  breathing  stentorious,  and  the  pupils  < 
the  paroxysm  lasted  about  two  or  three 
On  its  subsidence,  she  became  somewhat  < 
end  totd  me  of  the  great  pain  she  was  suffering  in  her 
forehead.  I  also  learnt  from  her  that  lately  the 
bowels  had  been  much  constipated.  The  inSmiali 
between  the  attacks  varied  from  a  quarter  to  half  on 
hour.  I  immediately  took  from  sixteen  to  twenty 
ounces  of  blood  from  the  arm;  ordered  the  fiend 
to  be  shaved  j  applied  two  doxen  leeches  to 
the  temples;  cold  lotion  to  be  constantly  used  to 
the  scalp.  A  saline  mixture,  with  two  grains  of 
calomel,  and  the  seme  quantity  of  compound  extract i  of 
coJocyuth  was  given  every  three  hours,  and  a  brisk 
cathartic  draught  taken  directly.  I  then  left  her  lb*  a 
couple  of  hours,  and  on  my  return  found  the  paroxysms 
had  not  abated  either  in  force  or  frequency.  She  was 
also  incapable  of  being  roused  between  the  attacks,  as 
heretofore.  The  pulse  still  full,  the  pupils  contracted, 
and  the  breathing  laborious ;  nor  had  the  bowels  yet 
been  acted  upon.  I  considered  no  time  was  now  to  he 
lost;  I,  therefore,  immediately  sent  for  my  cupping 
instruments,  and  withdrew  about  twelve  ounces  of 
blood  from  the  nape  of  the  neck,  and  then  apphed  a 
blister  to  the  same  place,  also  sinapisms  to  the  calves 
of  the  lege.  I  injected,  too,  a  considerable  quantity  of 
warm  soap-suds,  with  castor  oil  and  turpentine,  which, 
after  a  short  time,  produced  a  copious  evacuation  from 
the  bowels.  I  ought,  before  this,  to  have  stated  tbetoa 
my  second  visit  I  made  an  exploration  of  the  uterus 
per  vaginam,  but  found  no  dilatation  of  the  oa  tincse, 
nor  was  there  the  slightest  discharge  ;  the  convulsions 
still  kept  on  unabated,  at  about  the  same  intervals, 
and  in  this  state  of  matters,  considering  the  importance 
of  the  case,  and  the  immensely  valuable  life  of  my 
patient,  on  account  of  her  very  large  family,  I  deemed 
it  my  duty  to  recommend  a  second  opinion  should  be 
taken,  to  divide  the  responsibility  with  myself;  accord- 
ingly Dr.  Kerr,  one  of  the  physicians  of  this  town,  was 
sent  for  by  my  desire,  and  attended  almost  imme- 
diately. Upon  a  consultation,  he  entirely  and  most 
liberally  confirmed  all  I  had  done,  and  we  agreed  that 
the  only  chance  to  save  our  poor  suffering  patient  was 
to  cause  the  uterus  to  throw  off  its  load.  The  bowels 
had  again  been  freely  moved,  and  we  determined  to 
wait  a  short  time,  as  the  paroxysms  at  this  stage  (two 
p.m.)  were  neither  so  violent  nor  so  frquent :  still  con- 
sciousnees  was  not  restored,  and  during  the  inter- 
missions she  would  sit  upright  in  bed,  and  look  wildly 
around,  not  knowing  what  what  she  either  said  or  did. 
About  four  p.m.  I  was  summoned,  somewhat  abruptly, 
and  on  my  arrival  the  nurse  informed  me  she  acci- 
dentaUy  discovered  our  patient  had  been  unomnxtoualy 
d^veiedafaatttl^orafesasleduld.  Prom  this  time  ail 


W4flj>gfU*  ijfjwyiiif^w. 
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0mruHm.vmip*M*9*Ui*ri<  The  head  waaetjq  leapt 

ceid,  JayO*  foojaenl  asrasiouof  cold  water,  fee*)  4 

t-kjji^tMliDfcy  the  constant  application  of  t^attion; 

Hiecsdofoel  was  discontinued  the  following  *UjT »»d 

■  iniljr  em  effervescing  mixture  given,  alone,  every  four 

-  hours.    On  tfaethird  day  from  the  attack  coasowusnes* 

,  nertisUy  returned,  and  on  the  day  following  the  knew 

all  and  everything  about  her,  but  had  no  recollection 

■  of  anything  which  had  been  done  to  the 

three  days*    The  bowela  were  regulated  by 

al  dose  of  blue  piH  and  the  compound 

tof  colocynth ;  the  effervescing  saline  was  also 

with  a  light  nourishing  diet.     The- milk 

r  subsided  by  the  usual  means,  and  the  parent 

i  perfectly  convalescent  in  about  ten  days  from  the 

attack.    She  has  aborted  once  since  that  time,  but 

mas  never  had  the  slightest  indication  of  a  return  of 

kessssuner  attack,  excepting  an  occasional  headache, 

which  I  attribute  to  stomach  derangement,  she  being 

of*  bilious  habit. 

*.  Whether  ceneet/ion*  was  the  cause  of  these  oanvul- 
r  Sao***-**  as  is  urged  by  some,  " loss  of  equtUlniayn 
Jbetwoen  the  arterial  and  venous  blood  esrodeJtog 
thvsmgk  the  brain, "f  or  again  by  its  sympefayj  «*** 
tke  nervous  system  of  the  uterus,  I  shall  leave  others, 
syko  base  older  and  wiser  heads  than  myself  to 

Northampton,  July,  1844. 

•  C,  B.  Bree,  Ksq.,  Provincial  Journal,  May  1,  I8H. 
'     ♦  Dr.  North  Arnold,  Provincial  Journal,  April  84,1811 
X  Dr.  North  Arnold,  Provincial  Jouraal,  June  1*,  fi 


CASE  OF  PUERPERAL  CONVULSIONS. 
By  H.  Dayman,  Esq.,  Miibrook,  near  Southampton, 
to  thji  corron  or  the  fbotikoxal  mbmsuui  aim 

SUBOIOAL  JOUKWAfc. 

Sin, 

If  you  are  not  heartily  sick  of  the  subject, -altar 
me  to  submit  to  your  readers  another  case  of  puerperal 
convulsions,  which,  at  the  time,  exhibited  certain  fea- 
tures of  interest. 

The  subject  of  the  present  case,  a  fat  pieCmwk 
woman  of  40,  had  borne  seven  children,  and  al*with 
"  good  times."  Not  long  since,  at  the  expiration  of 
the  eighth  utero-gestation,  her  days  being  accem- 
pHshed,  I  was  called  on  to  attend  her  in  her  labour. 
On  enquiry  no  evidence  appeared  of  the  cowussmU 
ment  of  labour;  there  was  uneasiness  about  the 
epigastrium,  nausea,  slight  headach,  no  yielding  of  the 
os  uteri,  pulse  80  and  vigorous,  tongue  moist,  oedema 
of  the  legs.  Nothing  however  seemed  to  call  for 
immediate  interference.  At  six  in  the  afternoon,  four 
hours  after  my  first  summons,  I  hastened  to  her  bed- 
side on  hearing  that  she  was  in  strong  convulsfisw* 
and  the  usual  horrible  scene  presented  itself,  "SKe 
had  been  convulsed  for  two  hours  with  scarcely  an 
intermission ;  on  the  first  cessation  therefore  of  tke 
epileptic  paroxysm,  sixty  drops  of  Hartley's  iufttfin 
were  given,  to  which  succeeded  a  calm  for  two  hours, 
accompanied'  by  profound  sleep ;  after  this  the  fit 
returned  with  its  original  violence.    I 


visi^.jefec|^n,jtheKjystem  than, t^e  restoration,  of 
tranquillity j  aa^pur  after,  the  bleeding*  labour  began, 
and  witlu>  three  h*wrs  a \d^  ebJld  wfi  W«Ued, 
without  tbeknowledge  of  the  mother;  iijom  this  time 
up  to  seven  o'clock  on  the  following  morning,  she  lay 
in  *  dull,  comatose  state;  a  slight  convulsion  then 
came  on ;  ordered  thirty  drops  of  Battley's  sedative. 
In  an  hour  .consciousness  returned*  and  at  ten  she 
could  sit  up  and  converse,  Urine,  nor  albuminous. 
The  tongue  being  frightfully  swelled,  and  deglutition 
difficult,,  two  drops  of  croton  oil  were  given)  the 
bowels  noted  after  some  hours,  and  with  the  occa- 
sional use  of  castor  oil,  she  rapidly  recovered. 

The  mass  of  practical  men  will  probably  ascribe  the 
success  of  tfee  foregoing  treatment  to  the  M  heroic" 
bleeding  >. at  the  same  time  I,  who  saw  these  terrible 
things,  "  et  quorum  pars  magna  fui,"  cannot  refuse  to 
the  onjun^share  in  the  victory.  Without  entering 
into  *ny  special  pleading  on  the  merits  of  reflex  or 
sympathetic  theories,  I  shall  be  content  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  efficacy  of  opium  in  certain  anomalous 
punsnenftAstajeaj  .well  Jpiown  to  obstetricians,  and  its 
power  in  nervops*  and  some  acute  cerebral  affections,* 
and  to  attribute  much  <>f  the  therapeutic  effects  above 
related,  to  the  subjugation  of  nervous  irritability, 
before  that  direcj  relief  was  given  to  the  circulation. 

The  subject  uodejr  consideration  has  been  one  of 
warm  controversy,  a^  WnjUe  openly  seeking  infer- 
mation  myself,. and  acknowledging  the  necessity  of 
candour  an4  plain,  speaking,  ia  medical  matters,  I  am 
yet  reminded  of  Horace's  significant  allusion. 
"3edtacituspasasipoesetcorvus,baberet 
.  I^d^is^rixjsmultominw 

I  *no*  Sir,  ueur  obedient  servanfc 

HENRY  DAYMAN. 

Miibrook,  near  Southampton, 
*  •  August  '7}'  Mtvt* 

•  See  the  history  of  an  epidemic  Meningitis,  at  Stras- 
bourg, related  by  M.  Forget  ia  the  Gasette  Medlaale  de 
Paris,  1849-41. 
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It  is  now  some  years  since  that  the  present  head 
of  her  Majesty's  Government,  then  holding;  the 
same  office  which  is  now  filled  by  Sir  Janes 
Graham,  introduced  certain  measures  into  the 
House  of  Commons  for  the  reform  of  portions  of 
our  system  of  jurisprudence.  These  measures 
were  to  have  been  followed  by  others,  and  bad  the 
Right  Honourable  Gentleman  at  that  time  con- 
tinued to  administer  the  duties  of  the  Home  OaVe, 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  many  wholesome 
improvements  in  various  ptrta  of  our  legal  code, 


.»_.,.    .andinfeinetlioaWcnri^ 

on  blood-letting,  and  thirty  ounces  were  accoiwmeiy  _.^     w-  A*  ««*  v..^ 

taken  from  Urn  arm,  without  wif****  amy  |JeW '  »^  We  A>  o*  ko*»eoer, 
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find  the  Home  Secretary  of  that  day  prefacing  the 
introduction  of  hit  measure?  after  a  manner  at  all 
resembling  tbe  recent  exhibition  of  tbe  Home 
Secretary  of  tbe  present ;  and  we  roust  do  Sir  James 
Graham  tbe  justice,  to  acknowledge  that  in  bid 
efforts  at  concocting  a  scheme  of  reform  of  bis 
own,  in  relation  to  another  profession,  a  degree  of 
originality  is  shown  which  relieves  him  at  once 
from  every  imputation  of  adopting  the  plans  of 
preceding  legislators,  or  from  the  humiliating 
charge  of  following  the  leadings  of  any  other 
official.  "  It  was  not  bis  intention  to  attempt  to 
suppress  quackery,  by  introducing  .new  statute*. 
Quackery  eould  not  be  pot  down  »  that  manner. 
The  only  legitimate  mode  of  putting  an  end  to 
this  illicit  description  of  practise  was  by  tbe  legis- 
lature offering  direct  encouragement  to  all  qualified 
and  accomplished  practitioners.'*  Such  is  Sir 
James  Graham'8  method  of  cheeking  and  disposing 
of  practices  which  he  acknowledges  to  be  Illicit, 
and  which  the  courts  of  law  have,  in  many  instances, 
characterized  as  homicidal.  Happy  i»  it  for  the 
country  at  large  that  he  has  not  in  his  wisdom  as 
yet  taken  upon  him  to  regulate  the  whole  criminal 
code  after  a  similar  fashion ;  and  sincerely  do  we 
trust,  that  before  he  may  have  the  opportunity  of 
doing  so  afforded  to  him,  the  Right  Hon.  Baronet 
may  reap  the  reward  of  his  ofksial  labours  by  some* 
snug  Government  or  other  appointment,  in  which 
his  talents  may  be  called  for  in  another  direction, 
or  where  they  are  less  likely  to  be  exercised  inju- 
riously. Were  the  Right  Hon.  Baronet  so  to  interfere 
in  the  criminal  code  as  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the 
protection  of  life  and  property,  would  he  say  that 
swindling,  theft,  and  other  descriptions  of  robbery, 
could  not  be  put  down  by  law,  and  that  the  only 
legitimate  mode  of  putting  an  end  to  their  illicit 
practices,  would  be  by  the  legislature  offering  direct 
encouragement  to  all  honest  and  well-disposed 
persons }  And  yet  the  offence  against  the  person 
in  the  one  instance  is  scarcely  greater  than  in  the 
other.  Tbe  obtaining  of  money  by  violence  or 
fraud  from  tbe  weak,  the  unprotected,  and  the 
ignorant,  is  looked  upon  as  a  crime  by  the  laws  of 
the  land  5  and  the  fraud  practised  by  the  quack 
upon  the  pockets  of  his  victim,  willing,  it  is  true 
but  willing  only  from  their  being  deceived,  is 
scarcely  rendered  less  criminal,  because  it  isr 
accomjaanied  also  Ijy  the  endangering  of  *?is  life  or 


health.  We  declaie  that,  in  making  these  remarks, 
we  are  altogether  uninfluenced  by  the  prospect  of 
any  advantage,  real  or  supposed,  which  the  medical 
profession  might  be  thought  to  derive  from  the  sup- 
pression of  empiricism,  it  is  a  regard  for  the  well- 
being  of  that  large  and  important  portion  of  the 
population,  who,  in  this  respect,  know  not,  and 
cannot  know,  how  to  eschew  the  evil  and  select  the 
good,  which  alone  impels  us  to  protest  against  the 
doctrine  of  non-interference  here  set  up.  Free- 
trade  in  medicine  is  free  trade  in  human  fife  and 
health  ;  and  to  entrust  the  care  of  the  flock  to  the 
tender  mercies  of  the  wolf,  on  the  principles  of 
non-interference,  would  be  httle  less  unwise  than 
to  allow  the  avowed  and  unblushing  empiric  wtio 
acknowledges,  and  even  glories  in  his  infamy,  ta 
corftinue  unchecked  this  species  of  contraband 
trading  in  the  lives  of  bis  fellow-creatures.  The 
other  portions  of  Sir  J.  Graham's  measure  bear  only 
indirectly  on  the  general  good,  but  the  open  encou- 
ragement to  this  medicinal  swindling  which  it  affords 
is  a  flagrant  and  direct  violation  of  every  principle 
of  good  government,  and  evinces  almost  entire 
disregard  for  the  welfare  of  those  for  whose  benefit 
all  government  is  especially  intended.  The  legiti- 
mate use  of  prohibitory  and  penal  enactments  is 
the  protection  of  tbe  subject  and  tbe  prevention  of 
crime.  It  is  admitted  that  quackery  is  an  evil, — 
an  •*  illicit  description  of  practice," — an  act  of 
fraud,— in  other  words,  a  crime  against  the  property, 
if  not  against  the  person  ;  and  yet  no  prohibition 
against  this  practice  is  to  be  enacted,  because, 
forsooth,  "  in  the  act  of  being  cheated  the  person 
Imposed  upon  often  feels  a  great  pleasure.**  We 
put  the  rights  and  interests  of  medical  practitioners 
entirely  out  of  the  question,  and  we  contend  that 
for  the  protection  of  the  subject,  who  is  disqualified 
through  ignorance  from  protecting  himself,  and  for 
the  general  prevention  of  a  fraud  accompanied  by  a 
crime  against  the  person,  and  the  due  warning  of 
those  who  are  disposed  to  perpetrate  it,  prohibitory 
end  penal  enactments  against  the  practice  of 
packer?,  and  the  person  of  the  quack,  are 
called  for. 
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AN  APPEAL  TO  THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION 
ON  BEHALF  OF  MR.  MARTINS  PHILAN- 
THROPIC PROJECT  OF  ESTABLISHING  A 
SCHOOL  FOR  THE  SONS  OF  MEDICAL 
MEN. 

Gentlemen, 

You  will,  before  this  appeal  reaches  you,  be  in  pos- 
sesion of  the  project  of  Mr.  Martin,  of  Reigate,  far 
the  establishment  of  a  school  for  the  education  of  the 
sons  of  medical  men. 

The  proposal  was  received  at  the  anniversary  of  the 
Provincial  Medical  Association,  held  at  Northampton, 
with  such  enthusiasm,  that  if  that  spirit  be  carried  out 
into  its  further  details,  I  cannot  question  but  one 
of  the  noblest  institutions  will  be  founded,  with  which 
this  or  any  other  country  has  yet  been  acquainted. 

It  is  probable,  however,  that  some  months  may 
elapse  before  the  general  and  particular  outlines  of 
this  admirable  scheme  can  be  laid  before  the  medical 
public;  I  trust,  therefore,  that  I  may  be  pardoned' if  I 
presume  in  the  interim,  to  urge  the  consideration  of  it 
strongly  upon  my  medical  brethren,  and  I  thus  early 
address  them  on  the  value  and  importance  of  the 
project. 

It  is  not  needful,  I  am  sure,  to  dilate  at  any  length 
on  the  value  of  a  solid  basis,  upon  which  to  rear  the 
superstructure  of  future  consequence.  Unless  the 
foundation  of  education  be  well  laid,  and  a  pure  im- 
moveable rock  be  found,  it  will  be  useless  to  expect  a 
lasting  structure,  for  every  puff  of  passion  or  folly  Ml 
blow  it  away.  It  is  therefore  necessary  that  early 
principles  and  early  precepts  should  be  engrafted  into 
the  minds  of  our  children,  if  we  desire  for  them  the 
advantages  of  moral  excellence  aud  of  general  worth, 
and  it  is  essential,  in  a  professional  point  of  view,  that 
such  a  foundation  of  general  and  classical  knowledge, 
should  be  betowed  upon  them,  without  which  they 
can  never  arrive  at  eminence,  or  rank  as  proficients,  in 
the  medical  art.  ** 

.  I  think  it  will  not  be  gainsayed,  that  many  amongst 
us,  who  are  now  advancing  in  the  carreer  of  life,  have 
looked  back  with  painful  regret  on  their  early  days, 
and  have  deeply  lamented,  that  either  carelesness  on 
the  one  hand,  or  stern  necessity  on  the  other,  haje 
abridged  them  of  those  qualifications,  which,  had  they 
more  fully  possessed,  would  have  increased  their  mea- 
sure of  usefulness  tenfold. 

For  my  own  part,  I  can  say  with  great  truthfulnes,that 
had  my  own  education  been  placed  upon  a  broader 
basis — had  the  trenches  for  the  foundation  been  cut 
with  more  accuracy — had  the  soil  which  occasionally 
chokes  the  work,  and  which  is  wholly  superfluous, 
been  carried  away— had  the  rock  of  solid  principle 
been  laid  bare,  and  the  corner  stone  of  the  building 
well  secured,  I  should  have  been  a  much  more  valuable 
i  than  I  ever  shall  be  now, 


fectibtfity  cah;  go,  limited  only  by  Time  and  decay,  that 
peculiar  Attribute  which,  our  Divine  Creator  has 
bestowed.  And  there  is  ample  food  in  this  wide  world, 
where  the  soul  may  revel  in  ecstacy  in  its  ardent  thirst- 
ings  after  knowledge,  for  did  there  ever  live  the  man 
who  went  out  of  it  fully  saturated  with  all  the  wisdom 
he  was  capable  of  receiving  ? 

Sin  and  eril  are  the  admitted  results  of  ignorance,  or 
at  any  rate,  the  results  of  a  want  of  solid  principle  of 
action,  which,  after  all,  is  only  to  be  understood  and 
appreciated  by  knowledge. 

The  first  effort  of  a  thoughtful  mind  is  to  ask, 
"Why  and  wherefore  am  I  here  ?  By  whom  created  ? 
and  for  want  object?  Is  it  to  eat,  drink,  and  die  ?  If 
so,  then  I  am  but  as  the  '  beast  that  perisheth,'  and 
no  more."  However,  but  a  small  step  in  the  scale  of 
intelligence,  puts  him  in  the  possession  of  a  fact,  which 
proves  the  distinctness  of  his  nature  and  his  character. 
He  finds  that  he  is  capable  of  a  species  of  contempts* 
tion  altogether  distinct  and  different  from  the  simple 
manifestations  of  his  fellow-tenant*  of  the  earth.  He 
can  carry  the  range  of  his  thoughts  far  beyond  the 
boundary  of  his  earthly  position  ;  can  view  the  heavens 
studded  with  their  myriads  of  worlds,  and  calculate  on 
their  evolutions  and  their  changes  ;  he  can  weigh  the 
air  in.  a  balance,  separate  its  integers,  and  judge  of  its 
proportions ;  he  can  strike  the  solid  earth,  and  expound 
its  geological  characteristics;  he  can  mark  the  winds 
in  their  progress,  and  tell  with  unerring  precision  the 
fall  and  the  rise  of  waters  j  he  can  catch  the  sunbeam 
in  the  hollow  of  bis  hand,  and  direct  the  lurid  light- 
ning in  its  fearful  and  appalling  course.  In  short,  he 
can  contemplate  the  whole  range  of  nature  and  glory 
in  the  splendour  and  magnificence  of  its  creation. 
But  he  can  do  more — he  can  speculate  upon  the  cha- 
racter and  attributes  of  the  Being  who  made  him,  and 
form  conceptions  of  his  might  and  majesty.  He  caueven 
open  the  store-house  of  the  Divine  mind,  and  feel, his 
spirit  warmed  with  hope  and  expectation  that  a  period 
will  yet  come,  when,  freed  from  the  encumbrances  of 
the  body,  he  may  rise  a  depurated  and  etherial  essence, 
to  mingle  amongst  the  glories  of  an  eternal  presence. 
This  bright  and  beautiful  prospect  brings  me  to  the 
corner-stone  of  true  education. 

If  we  examine  with  attention  the  writings  of  those 
philosophers  who  were  distinguished  in  the  early  bud- 
dings of  society ;  if  we  take  the  stoic  or  the  peripatetic, 
Epectetus  or  Socrates,  however  we  may  be  disposed  to 
applaud  their  systems  of  moral  duty,  reared  amidst 
the  filth  and  folly  of  an  absurd  polytheism  we  shall 
be  compelled  to  admit  they  are  too  loose,  and  in 
many  instances  too  lewd,  for  adoption,  as  s  code  of 
laws.  And  why  are  they  so  ?  Because  the  pivot  upon 
which  they  turn  has  no  foundation  upon  the  only  qock 
capable  of  sustaining  it.  If  moral  duty  is  to  turn 
upon  human  speculation  ;  if  principles  of  action  are  to 
—  ..._  -  „.„  „..-..  w  „w~.  .^-  come  to  us  only  from  the  deductions  of  philosophic 

Gentlemen,  it  is  the  conviction  of  our  own  deficiencies    fitness,  the  changeable  and  erring  nature  of  the  source 


which  gives  an  impetus  to  our  desire,  that  those  desr 
pledges  of  affection  which  s  kind  Providence  has 
bestowed  upon  us,  should  be  placed  in  a  position  where 
they  will  not  lack  for  want  of  knowledge. 

The  powers'of  the  human  mind  are  illimitable ;  there 
can  be  no  bound  to  its  capabilities  for  receiving  wis- 
dom ;  and  assuredly  it  is  the  duty,  as  well  ss  the  busi* 
nets  of  life,  to  render  perfect,  as  far  as  human  per* 


will  necessarily  render  them  unstable  and  uncertain. 
Happily  we  have  a  better  standard,  a  fountain  so  pure 
that  it  has  no  alloy,  a  rock  so  firm  that  it  cannot  move, 
a  base  so  fixed  and  immutable  that  the  fulcrum  of 
Archimedes,  with  all  the  standing  room  he  can  desire, 
can  neither  turn  it  to  the  right  hand  nor  to  the  left. 
It  is  that  beautiful  foundation  of  all  religion,  of  all 
morals,  of  all  excellence — the  low  or  God.    It  was 
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this  principle  fixed  in  the  heart  of  a  Hebrew  boy, 
which  made  kin  utter  whet  in  the  furnace  of  tempta- 
tion, N  How  can  I  do  this  great  evil  in  the  eight  of 
God  ?'»  And  ia  it  not  true,  that  when  this  condition 
•of  the  mind  takes  fell  possession  of  us,  the  approxi- 
nation  of  rice  is  asa  riper  in  our  path ? 

But  to  arrive  at  so  desirable  a  state  requires  a  high 
condition  of  mental  cultivation,  and  rigid  discipline,  in 
a  world  lying  in  wickedness.  I  do  not  question  but 
amongst  the  lowly  and  the  illiterate,  solid  principles 
are  engrafted,  which  render  thein  worthy  and  excellent 
people ;  but  alas !  if  we  place  the  proportion  of  these 
with  others  in  the  same  condition  of  ignorance,  we 
shall  find  a  fearful  and  appalling  number,  who  have 
neither  compass  nor  rudder  to  guide  them  safely  over 
the  shoals  and  depths  of  tinman  existence.  I  hesitate 
not  to  quote  the  language  of  holy  writ  and  say—"  The 
soul  without  knowledge  is  not  good."  Let  us  then 
take  for  granted  this  splendid  proposition,  viz.— If  the 
soul  without  knowledge  is  evil,  the  soul  with  know- 
ledge  is  good,  and  then  it  will  become  a  question,  how 
is  this  knowledge  to  be  obtained  ?  Common  education 
is  a  very  expensive  thing,  but  edocation  which  em- 
bodies in  it  a  range  of  mental,  moral,  and  physical 
discipline,  where  the  object  is  to  give  a  religions  bias, 
combined  with  a  high  state  of  intellectual  cultivation, 
is  scarcely  to  be  obtained  by  the  great  mass  of  general 
practitioners  in  this  country. 

It  has  been  felt,  I  am  sure,  by  numbers  Of  my  hard 
working  brethren,  whose  locality  is  uncongenial  to  the 
acquirement  of  wealth,  many  of  whom  may  perhaps 
be  doing  me  the  honour  of  reading  this  article,  that  in 
their  struggles  to  maintain  independence,  they  have 
found  it  difficult  to  acquire  the  common  wants  of  life. 
I  doubt  not  they  have  experienced  painful  emotions 
when  debarred  by  this  stern  necessity,  from  giving  that 
education  to  their  children,  which,  as  affectionate 
parents,  was  near  and  dear  to  them.  Nay,  I  will  go 
further  5— they  have  looked  upon  the  growing  intelli- 
gence of  their  offspring  as  they  would  upon  a  tree  in 
their  garden,  running  wild  for  the  want  of  the  pruner, 
and  in  the  bitterness  of  their  reflections  have  mourned 
in  secret,  that  the  blossom  and  the  fruit  were  perishing. 

It  would  be  no  exaggerated  picture  were  1  to  deli- 
neate hundreds  and  hundreds  of  general  practitioners 
who  are  in  this  condition  ;  and  when  it  is  reflected  that 
men  estimate  medicine,  and  pay  for  it  too,  not  accord- 
ing to  the  effect  produced,  or  the  value  received,  but 
in  proportion  to  its  bulk  and  quantity,  as  they  would 
were  they  ordering  from  a  grocer  or  a  tallow-chandler, 
such  a  state  of  poverty  and  misery  is  not  to  be  won- 
dered at.  But  I  may  add  that  medical  men,instead  of  being 
a  raised,  have  been  a  depressed  race.  They  are  consi- 
dered necessary  erils,  and  have  furnished  to  the  witty, 
subjects  for  their  gibes,  and  materials  for  their  shafts  of 
ridicule  and  folly  ;  and  to  pay  them  for  their  services 
is  always  a  secondary  consideration.  Nor  is  it  confined 
to  individuals,  but  it  has  become  a  national  fault. 
Depreciation  is  the  order  of  the  day.  Witness  the 
cruel  attack  made  by  the  original  Poor-law  Commis- 
sioners, in  their  first  report,  as  to  the  sordid  and  venal 
propensities  of  medical  men  ;  propensities  which  pro- 
bably existed  in  a  few  solitary  instances,  but  ought  not 
to  have  been  applied  to  the  general  body ;  for  where 
can  we  find  a  profession  exempt  from  the  enrolment  of 
bad  men  ?    Nor  is  this  degradation  confined  to  the 


moral  attributes  of  our  members.  Under  false  notions 
of  economy,  the  profession  has  long  suffered  by  inade- 
quate remuneration  for  pauper  patients ;  their  labours 
have  been  incrcssed,  but  their  pay  diminished 5  onerous 
duties  have  been  imposed  upon  them,  not  known  under 
the  old  Itoor-Iaw,  such  as  fnrniabing  weekly  accounts  of 
paupers,  malting  nosological  arrangements  of  their 
diseases,  describing  the  frequency  of  visits,  and  mul- 
titudes of  other  et  ceteras,  which  almost  demand  a 
clerk  to  keep  in  regular  order.  Such  is  the  state  of 
things.  God  grant  it  a  speedy  amendment !  Yet  the 
evil  is,  that  men  who  live  in  rural  districts,  and  whose 
sphere  is  necessarily  limited  by  a  scanty  end  poor 
population,  find  at  the  end  of  the  year  their  little 
income  swallowed  up  to  pay  for  absolute  necessaries, 
and  the  edocation  of  their  children  has  thus  become  a 
moral  impossibility.  I  can  picture  to  myself  a  noble- 
minded  character,  full  of  *the  milk  of  human  kindness, 
overflowing  with  the  flood  of  natural  love  and  affec- 
tion, folding  to  bis  bosom  the  darling  objects  of  his 
daily  and  bis  nightly  thoughts,  and  in  the  bitter 
agony  of  his  spirit,  saying  to  his  children — "Go, 
get  ye  into  the  cold  and  cheerless  world— dark 
and  benighted  beings  as  ye  are, — your  souls  are  with- 
out light,  fori  have  not  wherewithal  to  purchase  it; 
your  minds  are  a  blank,  for  the  scroll  of  knowledge 
cannot  be  written  upon  it,  as  gold  is  the  only  instru- 
ment by  which  it  can  be  inscribed." 

If  it  be  thought  I  have  used  my  pencil  too  freely, 
and  .heightened  my  tints  beyond  the  colouring  of 
nature,  I  will  only  say,  go  into  the  provinces,  into 
theajtaies,  and  into  the  villages,  and  I  will  stake  my 
reputation  for  veracity,  that  there  will  be  many  ex- 
amples of  (he  faithfulness  of  the  portrait.  Bnt  let  us 
look  to  the  remedy.  What  shall  we  say  of  that  noble- 
minded  individual,  who,  in  the  plenitude  of  his  benevo- 
lence, in  the  fulness  of  his  philanthropy— having 
doubtless  witnessed  the  truthfulnes  of  my  statement- 
projects  a  scheme  to  overcome,  or  mitigate  at  least, 
this  great  and  crying  evil  ?  Truly,  every  heart  must 
hail  him  as  a  deliverer,  and  every  bosom  that  has  but 
one  particle  of  human  love,  must  expand  with  delight. 

Mr.  Martin  has  proposed  to  establish  in  the  country 
a  school  for  the  education  of  the  sons  of  medical  men, 
at  a  cheap  rate.  He  embodies  in  his  plan  all  that  is 
necessary  for  the  education  of  a  gentleman,  and  does 
not  confine  it  simply  to  those  children  only  who  may 
be  designed  for  the  profession,  but  for  others  of  the 
family  who  may  choose  other  callings. 

I  cannot  but  think  but  the  mere  mention  of  such  a 
project  will  find  a  ready  echo  in  the  bosoms,  both  of 
the  rich  and  the  poor  of  our  profession,  and  that  those 
who  may  not  design  to  reap  advantage  themselves,  will 
come  forward  with  alacrity,  and  assist  in  the  great 
work. 

Nay,  I  appeal  to  them  by  the  lore  they  bear  their 
own  offspring ;  by  the  respect  they  entertain  for  their 
psejsmsenal  avocation,  and  for  its  future  advance- 
ment ;  by  all  the  ties  of  brotherly  affection,  which  if 
it  never  has  existed,  should  now  exist,  and  be  openly 
declared ;  and  lastly  by  the  holiest  of  all  principles,  their 
ehurity,  that  "  which  suffereth  long  and  is  kind,"  and 
that,  without  which,  as  the  prophet  declares,  "  though, 
their  bodies  were  burned,  it  profiteth  «othiug,"  then 
charity  in  its  best,  in  its  holiest  acceptation— fore  to 
one  another. 
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Lastly,  let  tlM  prayers  of  all  good  Ma  bettferedto 
Aiewghty  God  for  hik  Uessfog  and  guidance  mute 
final  accomplishment  of  this  magnificent  prefect 

I  submit  to  Mr.  Martin  and  othere*  the  fbtibWhl*; 
aoggcatious  for  the  furtherance  of  the abject t~  *' 

let  To  send  an  official  letter  to  the  Secretaries  of 
the  Clerical  SenooU  and  aleo  to  the  one  establiabeil  for 
the  education  of  the  eons  of  gentlemen  of  the  Nary, 
requeuing  them,  with  a  view  to  the  formation  of  a 
kindred  institute,  for  the  ton*  of  medical  men,  to  sup- 
ply copies  of  the  rules,  regulations,  and  plans  adopted; 
also  with  the  results  of  their  experience  as  a  guide 
to  our  starting. 

2nd.  That  as  soon  as  the  probable  expend?  per 
annum  for  each  pupil  can  be  ascertained,  a  cfooalnr 
be  issued  to  each  member  of  the  Association,  eaUing 
attention  to  the  scheme,  and  requeuing  each  member 
to  make  die  matter  known  to  their  friends  in  the  pro- 
fession. Also  further  requesting  to  forward  to  the 
Hrovkkmal  Committee  the  names  of  any  chiHret) 
which  amy  be  proposed  as  pupils. 

3rd*  When  this  is  done,  the  committee  will  be  in  a 
fair  position  to  report  the  feeling  of  the  profession  on 
the-  subject,  and  active  measures  may  then  be  taken 
for  the  establishment  of  the  proposed  institute* 
.  4th.  That  each  member  be  also  requested  to  submit 
the  locality  of  any  building  that  may  seem  suited  to 
the  purpose;  that  such  building  must  be  appnoaewed 
pretty  closely  by  some  of  the  principal  rail-roads  which 
intersect  the  country ;  and  that  the  building  bnsuch 
an  one  as  may  be  capable  of  future  enjsrenment- 

5th.  That,  in  all  cases  where  the  number  of  appflta- 
tions  shall  exceed  the  proposed  number  of  admissions, 
preference  will  be  given  to  the  children  of  members  of. 
the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association.  I 
might  add  more,  but  there  are  doubtless  wiser  heads 
than  mine  capable  of  bringing  this  admirable  project 
to  maturity,  and  all  I  wiU  say  in  conclusion  is— God. 
speed  it. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Tour  obedient  servant*     '»♦ 
EDWARD  DANISH*. 

Newport  Pegnel,  August  10, 1844. 


EFFECTS    OF    MALARIA    UPON       5 
TEETOTALLERS. 
By  Edwin  Morris,  Esq.,  Surgeon  to  the  Dispensary, 
Spalding,  Lincolnshire. 

When  a  man  publishes  to  the  world  particular  views 
of  bis  own  respecting  a  given  subject,  it  is  a  duty  he 
owes,  when  called  upon,  to  state  the  facte  from  which 
he  concludes  that  his  opinion  is  superior  or  better  than 
another's ;  if  he  fails  to  do  this,  the  public  will  at  once 
know  what  value  to  set  upon  the  statement  he  bos 
made,  and  will  receire  it  with  distrust ;  but  when  he  bus 
well  considered  the  matter,  and  carefully  analyaeeVft 
prior  to  Us  publication,  he  fears  not  the  taunts  of  the 
sceptical,  or  the  bitter  sarcasm  of  the  restorer,  but 
wilJ  willingly  point,  out  to  the  disbelievers  the  iacts 
which  cause  him  to  differ  from  themselves,  and  that 
there  is  no  fallacy  in  the  statement  he  has  made.  In 
a  prior  paper  published  in  this  Journal,  I  stated,  that 
malaria  and  a  moat  powerful  elect  upon  parties  who 
abstained  totally  from  stimulants.    It  has  a  vary  e>- 


pressiaa;cn>ctufmn  those  who  live  w^imd-ac**  a 
mtt  habit  trf  body:  it  is  not  to  bewosw»rsdat,-ttmre- 
forei  thatfe  should  have  a  more  injurious  effect  upon 
those  who  are  essentially  the  reverse.  I  wish  the 
observations  I  have  made  to  be  confined  to  the 
fenny  districts  of  Uneorasnire,  where'  mahuue  is 
so  very  prevalent.  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
teetotallers  were  more  liable  to  be  effected  by  mal- 
aria, from  the  repeated  observation  of  the-  met ; 
and  I  contend  it  is  from  this  alone,  that  we  can 
come  to  any  conclusive  reasoning ;  that  it  has  amere 
serious  effect  upon  them  is  undeniable,  and  that 
it  is  also  more  liable  in  them  to  become  typhus  is 
equally  as  decided.  This  never  was  doubted  by 
parties  resident  in  these  fenny  districts,  aad  who  are 
fully  .acquainted  with  malaria  in  all  its  forms,  ami  who 
are  consequently  quite  capable  of  giving  an  opsnson 
upon  the  subject;  but  there  are  gentlemen  who  reside 
in  the  healthier  localities  of  England,  where  malaria 
is  unknown,  who  are  inclined  to  question  the  veracity 
of  the  statement  I  have  made,  and  deny  it  altogether. 
Now  if  they  would  but*  take  the  trouble  to  visit  our 
marshes,  I  would  undertake  to  show  to  them  a  disesir 
peculiar  Co  .this  neighbourhood,  and  of  which  they  ere 
quite  ignorant;  and  1  would  also  point  out  to  unsm  the 
serious  effect  it  has  upon  the  population,  and  the  hor- 
rible havoc  it  •makes  nmongst  the  total  abstinence 
party;  but  as  this  is  impracticable  I  will  relate  n  few 
cases  to  support  my  proposition. 

John  C,  aged  22,  a  pledge-teetotaller,  applied  for 
medical  aid,  September  20th,  1843 ;  he  says  he  has 
been  poorly  for  several  weeks,  has  felt  very  weak,  and 
has  scarcely  been  able  to  walk  about ;  complains  of  a 
bitter  taste  in  the  mouth,  has  a  white  and  moist 
tongue*  bis  countenance  has  a  yellow  cadaverous 
sppearance,  and  for  some  time  past  his  appetite 
has  failed  him ;  a  purgative  was  given  and  afterwards  s 
stimulant;  two  days  afterwards  typhoid  symptoms 
came  on,  which  raged  with  unmitigated  violence  until 
the  22nd  of  September,  when  he  suddenly  became 
comatose,  and  died. 

John  — ,  a  groom,  aged  24  years,  has  also  taken 
the  pledge;  lie  has  been  in  a  debilitated  state  for 
weeks;  he  says  this  was  not  the  case  prior  to  his 
taking  the  pledge ;  he  has  great  difficulty  in  attend- 
ing to  his  work.  I  recommended  him  to  take  a  little 
ale  daily,  but  this  he  refuses  to  do;  he  thinks  that  if  he 
has  a  little  medicine  he  shall  soon  be  better ;  a  week 
elapsed  before  I  beard  from  him  again,  when  I  was  re- 
quested to  visit  him ;  I  found  bim  suffering  from 
typhus ;  a  few  days  afterwards  he  also  became  com- 
atose, and  died.  I  had  an  opportunity  of  examining 
this  person  after  death ;  a  great  quantity  of  serum 
was  contained  in  the  ventricles  of  the  brain. 

Last  summer,  three  Irishmen,  who  had  come  into 
the  fens  for  the  harvest  came  to  me  for  advice ;  they 
were  suffering  from  malaria ;  they  were  teetotallers, 
ineUaithful  to  their  pledge.  I  told  them  that  unless 
they  took  better  support,  they  would  certainly  have  an 
attack  of  fever ;,  as  a  medicinal  agent,  therefore,  they 
took  two  pints  of  ale  daily;  in  about  tea  days  they 
ware  restored  to  their  usual  good  health,  and  were 
fully  satisfied  that  the  fens  of  Lincolnshire  was  not 
the  place  for  teetotallers  to  dwell  in.  The  above  are 
selected  from  cases  which  have  come  under  my  care. 
I  have  also  made  enquiry  amongst  my  medical  friend*, 
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wi^»Uteam.lh>f  t^U^a^TW^reoWrred  the 
.  «mm  mots,  and  ially  agree  with  ma  in  the  remark*  I 
have  before  stated  on  this  subject, 

l<MAtliea>6^cii<iMW^irii»t<adentt<icottyiBce 
411  seniles  of  the  truth  of  nry  previous  observations,  and 
the*  they  were  iMrtbypothetkal.  I  am  the«*fc«  inclined, 
s*d  justified  »  coming  to  the  conclusion,  that  persons 
who  reside  in  these  marshy  districts,  should  not  totally 
ssetain  from  stimulants,  for  by  so  doing  they  render 
tihssaselvcs  more  liable  to  an  attack  of  fever,  and 
ganlly  endanger  their  lives.  I  most  confess  that  I  am 
at  men  of  deserved  eminence  in  our  pro- 
i  should  step  forward  and  totally  condemn  sti- 
i ;  why  they  do  it,  I  know  not,  nor,  I  believe,  do 
they;  stimulants  have  been  recommended  in  modera- 
tion srom  time  immemorial.  I  would  ask  the  ques- 
tion, what  would  the  physician  do  without  a  stimulant  i 
To  wish  totally  to  suppress  the  use  of  it  because  a  few 
ham  suffered,  is,  I  imagine,  bad  policy.  Rather  let  each 
of  us  strive  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  all  the  bene- 
ficssJ  effects  of  its  moderate  use,  and  its  ruinous 
eienmwhen  taken  in  excess.  Let  us  hear  what  a  learned 
writer  in  the  Medietl  Tones  says ;— "  If  parsons  in 
such  climates  {i.e.  hot  ctimates} drink. wane,  spirits, 
or  malt  liquors,  there  is  en- excess,  of  /unction  in 
the  whole  nervous  system  incompatible  with  health, 
and  the  person  soon  wears,  out  j^ut  i^  on  the  con- 
trary, the  air  be  damp  and  stagnant,, -and  the  soil  level, 
the  respiratory  function  is  worse  performed,*  there,  the 
air  doing  less,  the  food  is  required  to  do  more,  and 
the  stomach  and  digestive  organs  not  being  able 
to  digest  tbe  food  in  sufficient  quantity  to  sup- 
ply the  nerves,  the  latter  are  empty  and  tracing, 
though  the  former  is  full.  Here  we  have  the  strange 
phenomenon  of  a  person  eating  heartily,  perhaps 
too  heartily,  and  still  craving  more;  such  a  person 
complains  of  a  "sinking**  of  the  stomach,  and  is 
always  relieved  by  good  wine  and  brandy;  provided 
that  the  digestive  organs,  and  the  liver  in  particular,  are 
not  previously  injured  by  their  use,  -this  will  be  desired 
by  all  those  who  (are  influenced  by '  total  abstinence* 
doctrines,  because,  until  very  recently,  we  have  been  in 
the  habit  of  viewing  all  food  for  one  use  only— namely, 
nutrition,  overlooking  in  our  philosophy  the  other 
great  function  in  the  animal  machine — namely,  the 
generation  of  the  galvanoid  force,  which  is  to  the  body 
what  steam  is  to  the  ship,  or  what  gravity  is  to  the 
earth  as  a  planet."  Now,  there  is  some  good  sound 
reasoning  in  the  above  remarks.  I  hold  the  man  that 
cannot  reason  to  be  a  fool ;  he  that  will  not  is  a  bigot; 
and  he  that  dare  not  is  a  slave.  I  am  most  desirous 
that  my  observations  should  not  be  misunderstood,  or 
that  any  wrong  interpretation  should  be  given.  For 
a  long  time  I  have  paid  particular  attention  to  malarious 
diseases.  I  ascertained  that  malaria  had  a  peculiar 
effect  upon  the  population,  and  that  it  was  more  de- 
structive amongst  a  class  of  people  called  teetotallers. 
I  published  the  result  of  my  observations,  but  hot 
with  the  view  of  annoying,  or  with  any  vindictive 
feeling  towards,  the  teetotallers,  but  with  the  idea  that, 
if  my  statement  was  confirmed  by  the  experience  of 
others,  it  would  put  parties  in  possession  of  a  fact, 
that  would  make  them  hesitate  before  they  adopted  or 
recommended  any  dietetic  rules,  which  would  be  pre- 
judicial to  health.  No  one  can  doubt  for  a  moment 
the  good  effects,  morally  speaking,  of  teetotalism ; 


but  IT  we  find  that  it  does  in  any  way  exert  a  baneful 
effect  in  certain  localities,  founded  upon  patftfios^cal 
facts,  we  should  not  hesitate  to  speak  out,  even  fr  it 
retard  for  a  time  its  progress  in  the  higher  and 
healthier  districts  of  England. 
Spalding,  July  30th,  1644. 


CASE  OF  VACCINIA  AND  VARIOLA  OCCURING 
TOGETHER,  THE  VARIOLA  NOT  MODIFIED. 

By  F.  W.  Pittock,  Esq.,  Sellinge,  near  Ashford. 

(Read  at  the  Anniversary  Meeting  of  the  Provincial 

Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  Aug.  7, 1844. 

May  2nd,  1844.  A.  P.,  aged  one  month,  was  vac- 
cinated in  both  arms. 

May  8th.  I  examined  the  vesicles,  and  i 
being  in  a  forward  state,  I  punctured  one  of  thenv  i 
obtained  an  abundant  supply  of.  fluid 
which  I  vaccinated  six  children  on  that  day. 

May  9th.  Early  in  the  morning,  she  chiht  wan 
attacked  with  violent  febrile  symptoms,  the  eosmse- 
nance  became  flushed  and  anxious,  tbe  breathing  sjnsck 
and  hunaed.    In  the  evening  vomiting  ensued. 

May  10th.  The  chest  and  body  were 
an  intense  redness,  which  in  the  evening  i 
verted  into  innumerable  papula^  the  mucous  mensh 
of  the  fauces  and  throat  was  also  as  thickly  Jtvdded. 

May  11th.  The  papula)  were  more  pnomsnent;  in 
some  parts  they  were  well  defined  vesicles,  in  other 
ports  they  were  conglomerated  together.  The  consti- 
tutional symptoms  increased  in  severity,  and  the  child 
died  on  the  12th  of  May. 

.  Under  the  same  roof,  but  in  quite  a  distinct  dwelling, 
at  the  time  I  vaccinated  this  infant,  there  wan  a  cose  of 
small-pox,  and  the  young  woman,  the  subject  of  it, 
bad  nursed  the  child,  (a  circumstance  I  had.net  been 
aware  of)  previous  to  its  being  vaccinated.  If  I  had 
waited  my  usual  time,  namely,  until  the  same  day  of 
She  following  week,  before  I  took  lymph  from  the 
child,  I  should  then  have  been  aware  of  the  suspicious 
symptoms  which  developed  themselves,  and  should  not 
have  vaccinated  from  it  I  afterwards  reproached 
myself  for  not  having  been  on  my  guard  with  respect  to 
the  particular  circumstance  of  the  vaccine  vesicles,  not 
being,  as  they  usually  are  on  the  6th  day,  small  and 
imperfect,  but  on  the  contrary,  being  full  and  promi- 
nent, and  giving  almost  a  forced  appearance,  with  the 
characteristic  marks  of  the  7th  day;  tbe  mother  herself 
remarking  how  well  her  child  had  taken.  Immediately 
the  varioloid  symptoms  commenced,  the  vaccine  vesicles 
appeared  to  recede,  and  the  lymph  to  be  absorbed  ;  a  ' 
distinct  zone  of  healthy  skin,  for  the  space  of  a  fourth 
of  an  inch,  surrounding  the  vesicles  over  which  the 
variola  did  not  spread.  I  naturally  felt  somewhat 
anxious  to  know  the  result  of  the  cases  vaccinated  from 
the  child  that  died,  nothing  however  particular  occurred 
excepting  that  the  children  had  febrile  symptoms  of  a 
character  more  severe  than  ordinarily  attends  vaccinia, 
"but  still  none  decidedly  varioloid,  and  the  vesicles  we're 
all  strongly  developed,  but  passed  through  their  usual 
stages  well. 

Upon  examining  tbe  vesicles  on  {be  8th  or  May,  I 
did  not  suspect  variola  could  possibly  make  its  ap- 
pearance, particularly  as  there  was  total  absejk*' of* 
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symptoms,  and  I  did  not  hesitate  to  state,  that  al- 
though small  pox  was  so  very  near,  I  did  riot  apprehend 
the  child  would  have  it.  The  result  shows  I  prognos- 
ticated wrong.  Itis  evident  that  variola  was  in  the  system 
when  I  vaccinated  the  infant;  and  if  I  may  venture  te* 
say  so,  through  its  agency,  was  vaccinia  thus  forced 
onwards  and  so  strongly  developed,  as  I  have  pre- 
viously described,  whilst  its  own  peculiar  symptoms 
were  thus  temporarily  arrested,  or  that  it  suddenly 
developed  itself  on  the  9th  of  May,  and  ran  its  hur- 
ried and  rapid  course  to  the  12th,  when  the  child  died. 
It  may  not  he  out  of  place  to  mention,  that  in  a 
dwelling  between  the  two  cases  of  small  pox,  there 
were  a  mother  and  child  who  had  never  been  vacci- 
nated, until  the  day  I  vaccinated  A.  P. ;  these  passed 
through  the  stages  of  vaccinia  well,  and  had  no  small 
pox.  Whilst  narrating  the  particulars  of  a  case, 
rather  tending  to  throw  discredit  upon  the  prophylactic 
powers  of  vaccinia,  I  call  to  mind  a  circumstance 
which  happened  about  two  years  ago,  and  which  per* 
haps  is  not  unworthy  of  notice.  Late  in  the  evening 
Lwas  summoned  to  see  a  child  very  ill  $  it  had  bees  so 
some  days ;  an  eruption  was  now  appearing  which  I 
recognised  to  be  of  the  varioloid  character ;  five  other 
children  lived  under  the  same  roof;  there  were  no 
Separate  dwellings ;  all  being  well,  I  vaccinated  them 
that  night,  and  they  all  fortunately  passed  through  the 
stages  well,  and  escaped  the  small  pox.  The  child 
with  variola  only  came  to  the  house  three  days  pre- 
vious to  my  seeing  it,  and  died  on  the  ninth  day  after 
the  eruption  appeared. 


RETROSPECT. 

CAUTERIZATION  BY  11SAN8  OF  A  RKD-HOT  IROX 
1ST  TBS  TRBATMBNT  OF  ULCK  RATIONS  AKD  BN- 
owmoBatBirrs  or  THB  NBCK  OF  THB  UTBRU8. 

At  the  suggestion  of  M.  Jobert,  one  of  the  surgeons 
to  the  Hospital  at  St.  Louis,  M.  Laures  has  produced 
a  work  on  this  subject.  The  former  has  for  many 
years  occasionally  substituted,  with  the  most  remarkable 
success,  the  red-hot  iron,  in  place  of  the  various  caustics 
employed  in  the  treatment  of  uterine  affections.  The 
latter  renders  a  service  to  the  profession  by  pointing 
out  the  rules  to  be  observed  in  order,  by  similar 
means,  to  obtain  similar  results. 

The  cauterization  is  made  by  a  rod  of  iron  intro- 
duced through  an  ivory  speculum,  that  substance  being 
a  bad  conductor  of  heat.    The  iron  should  be  heated 


4th.  To  severe  Aftmlgte  asecttons  of  the  neck.  *«^ 
;  5tb.  T6  ulcerations  of  a  malignant  nature,  tor  watch, 
amputation  has  been  recommended.  •  > 

M.  Jobert  has  been  successful  with  the  red-hot  iron 
in  eases  of  that  nature,  where  the  patient  has  sub- 
mitted to  two  excisions. — QnseUe  Medicate  de  Paris. 

THE   USB   OF  MUSTARD   IN  THB   CONVULSIONS  OF 
CHILDREN. 

Dr.  Tripler  recomraetKh  the  employment  of  mostsrd  * 
in  this  formidable  disease.  He  had  an  obstinate  eusey 
from  teething,  in  which  everything  was  tried  that  he 
could  think  of  without  success ;  as  neither  antimony* 
sulphate  of  zinc,  sulphate  of  copper,  ipecacuanha,  vor  ' 
any  other  emetic  usually  given,  seemed  to  make  any- 
impression  upon  the  stomach,  he  thought- be  would 
try  mustard  whh  a  view  to  its  emetic  effects.  In  a 
few  minutes  it  arrested  a  fearful  attack  of  convulsion* 
that  had  tested  five  hours;  and  that  too,  without 
vomiting  the  patient  for  some  time  afterwards*  Ha- 
has  since  had  three  more  eases,  all  in  the  course  of 
a  fortnight.  With  die  first  he  fried  the  usual  remedies,, 
and  also  made  an  ineffectual  attempt  at  veneaeettoo.' 
He  then  gatte  a  dose  of  mustard,  and  the  patient  wan. 
in  five  minute*.  With  the  other  cases  he 
the  mustard  or  tact,  and  successfully.  Its 
efficacy  seems  to  have  no  relation  to  its  emetic  pre* 
nettles;  tor  to  eensfbte  effect  fn  these  cases,  is  as  fre- 
quently to  purge1  ar'to  wmit,--l'brr%/>  New  York 
i  Journal  o/Meencnw. 

THB  DIFFICULTIES   OF  THE  DIAGNOSIS  OP  BILIARY- 
CALCULI. 

Dr.  Faaconeau  Dufresoe  doses  some  researches  of 
real  practical  utility  by  the  three  following  propo- 
sitions. 

1st.  CatcuU  do  not  olteays  manifest  sufficient  symp~ 
tome  to  enable  us  to  be  confident  of  their  existence,  .It. , 
is  very  certain  even  that  the  cases  in  which  the  sym'p» 
toms  are  sufficient  to  characterise  the  disease,  are 
extremely  rare  j  for  the  special  symptoms  only  show 
themselves  in  the  eases  where  the  concretions  attain,*  , 
considerable  size*  and  cause  a  marked  difficulty  in  the  > 
secretion  or  excretion  of  the  biliary  fluid ;  and  again : 
It  is  extremely  rare  that  we  can  affirm  that  the  pre* 
sence  of  calculi  is  the  real  cause  of  these  symptoms,.  , 
The  only  cases  in  which  we  can  prove  their  existence  > 
jure  where  these  calculi  are  voided  in  the  evacuations,, 
*or  have  become  so  large,  that  we  are  able  when  they 
occupy  the  gall  bladder  to  recognize   them  by  the 
touch,  or  even  by  hearing,  which  very  rarely  happens* 

2nd.  The  calculi  may  simulate  another  disease,    Tne 


If  the  vagina  escapes,  no  pain  of  the  uterine  neck 
is  produced  at  the  moment,  nor  do  any  symptoms  of 
reaction  take  place;  menstruation  is  not  affected  by 
it,  although  in  some  cases  the  application  has  been 
made  near  the  catamenial  period. 

This  medication  is  particularly  applicable, 

1st  To  deep,  exuberant,  fungous  ulcerations,  com* 
plicated  by  haemorrhage,  simple  hypertrophy,  engorge- 
ment, with  softening,  or  induration. 

2nd.  To  hypertrophy,  with  uterine  catarrh,  but 
without  ulcerations. 

3rd'.  To  ulcerations,  accompanied  by  a  softening  of 
the 'tissue  of  the  uterine  neck,  which  bleeds  under  the 
influence  of  the  least  pressure. 
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of  biliary  concretions,  very  numerous.  However,  it  is 
advisable  to  recollect  that  it  is  with  chronic  affection* 
of  the  stomach,  and  especially  cancer  of  this  organ,, 
that  the  symptoms  caused  by  the  presence  of  biliary 
calculi  have  been  most  frequently  confounded. 

3rd.  Another  disease  may  simulate  biliary  calculi. 
JfL  thickened  and  degenerated  state  of  the  bile,  with 
small  fatty  concretions,  in  passing  through  the  biliary 
ducts,  may  give  rise  to  symptoms  analogous  to  those 
of  calculi ;  nervous  and  colicky  pains  may  also  cause 
the  same  onoe^-^Geaefte  MOUcale  de  Paris, 

PROPHYLACTIC  RfcMBDT  AGAjTOT  PTYALISM. 

Dr.  Schoepf;  Professor  at  the  University  of  Perth,, 
recommends  the  following  tooth-powder,  during  the 
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sdinteistrerioa  of  mercury,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
Occurrence  of  salivation  :--Dried  alum,  powdered,  two 
aerupfes;  powder  of  cinchona,  one  ounce ;  to  be  need 
by  means  of  a  toft  brush  morning  and  evening.— 
Medical  Time*. 

SPONTAXBOUB    BVPTUBB    OF   TUB    SPLEEN. 

Toe  spontaneous  rapture  of  the  spleen  is  a  very 
.rare  accident,  notwithstanding  the  frequency  of  the 
lesions  with  which  this  organ  is  affected  in  the  course 
of  different  diseases.  A  fact  of  this  kind,  observed  by 
pr.  Vigla,  in  a  case  of  typhus  fever,  led  him  to  think 
of  collecting  analogous  facts  already  known,  and  to 
examine  if  there  was  any  connection  between  them 
which  might  throw  some  light  on  the  mode  of  pro- 
duction, or  on  some  other  point  of  new,  of  this  lesion. 
Rejecting  forthwith  from  a  number  of  these  cases  those 
in  which  the  rupture  was  the  result  of  mechanical 
causes,  he  has  only  been  able  to  collect  seventeen 
where  it  was  really  spontaneous ;  and  he  divides  them 
into  two  groups,  of  which  the  first  comprises  those 
occurring  in  subjects  affected  with  intermittent  fever; 
and  the  second,  those  observed  under  other  conditions. 
In  the  former  there  are  eight  cases,  the  moat  important 
of  which  have  been  published  by  Bailly,  in  his 
"Treatise  on  Intermittent  Fevers."  The  latter  includes 
nine,  some  of  which,  borrowed  from  ancient  authors, 
present  too  little  detail  to  enable,  us  to  exactly  recog- 
nize the  cause  of  the  accident ;  one  only  was  observed 
in  a  case  of  typhus  fever,  and  a  post-mortem  examine* 
tion  revealed  nothing  very  abnormal,  with  the  except 
tjsn  of  this  rupture.  The  following  are  the  conclusions 
which  Dr.  Vigla  has  drawn  : — 
.  1st.  Spontaneous  rupture  of  the  spleen  is  commonly 
preceded  by  a  morbid,  congested,  inflammatory,  of 
hypertrophied  state  of  that  organ,  and  this  rupture  is 
the  consequence,  and  one  of  its  modes  of  termination. 

2nd.  The  symptoms  most  frequently  observed  are 
pain  over  the  spleen,  distension  of  the  abdomen, 
sometimes  nausea,  and  even  vomiting;  constipation, 
frequency  and  smallness  of  the  pulse,  fainting,  the 
intellect  often  remaining  unimpaired  op  to  the  last 
moment,  notwithstanding  the  most  intense  anxiety  and 
suffering,  though  in  this  respect  there  is  great  variety 
and  difference. 

3rd.  Death  has  been  hitherto  the  common,  and 
usually  speedy  termination,  the  period  varying  from  • 
few  hours  to  six  days. 

4th.  The  form  of  the  rent  is  linear,  angular,  or 
curved.  The  quantity  of  effused  blood  is  usually  very 
profuse,  part  being  coagulated,  the  rest  fluid.  This 
accident  is  not  followed  by  peritonitis. 

5tb.  Rupture  of  the  spleen  is  difficult  to  recognize. 
It  is  easy  to  confound  its  symptoms  with  those  result- 
ing from  perforation  of  the  digestive  tube,  and  bursting 
of  a  large  abdominal  vessel.  It  presents  also  numerous 
analogies  with  circumscribed  or  general  peritonitis,  or 
even  with  pleurisy,  pericarditis,  and  pleuro-poeumouje. 

6th.  The  treatment  should  consist  in  the  employ* 
ment  of  styptics  and  opium  in  large  doses. — Gazette 
Medicate  de  Paris. 

ANBURI8MAL  TUMOUR  OF  THE  CALF  OF  THB  L«G 

raoif  a  wound,  curbd  by  ligature  of  thb 

FBMORAL   ARTERY. 

A  shoemaker,  25  years  old,  received  a  wound  on  the 
outer  side  of  the  calf  of  his  right  leg,  four  fingers' 


breadth  below  the  fond  ofthe  knee,  Jrom&'feaVp 
point  of  a  knife  penetrating  in  that  situation.  Me 
wound  healed  in  a  few  days,  and  for  four  or  Ave  mouths 
the  patient  went  about  his  occupations  as  usual ;  but 
on  account  of  a  fresh  accident,  pain  was  expe- 
rienced, and  an  aneurismal  swelling  became  evident, 
which  increased  with  surprising  rapidity,  80  that  ia 
less  than  two  months  it  spread  over  the  whole  calf  of 
the  leg,  rendering  all  the  limb  below  oedematous.  la 
this  state  the  patient  sought  the  advice  of  different 
practitioners,  and  amongst  other  improper  apptieutious 
he  applied  more  than  one  blister.  At  length  he  pre- 
sented himself  at  the  hospital  mnch  reduced  and  cachec- 
tic. The  tumour  now  scarcely  presented  a  distinct 
pulsation,  but  the  history  and  present  appearance*  suft- 
dently  explained  its  nature.  The  surgeon  in  charge  of 
the  patient,  Signor  6.  Palma,  could  not  satisfy  himself 
as  to  whether  the  anterior  or  posterior  tibial  artery  had 
been  wounded,  which  was  felt  a  bar  to  his  operating 
in  the  seat  of  the  aneurism  ;  and  knowing  the  practice 
of  Dupuytren,  (whom  he  quotes  as  the  Ambrose  Hsrey 
of  the  age)  to  have  been  favourable  for  the  praetiee~ue 
proposed  to  adopt,  and  which  several  of  hi*  countrymen 
had  successfully  followed,  be  put  a  ligature  upon*  the 
femoral  artery  in  front  of  the  thigh,  a  single  ligature 
close  upon  the  coats  of  the  artery,  having  freed"  it 
from  all  the  surrounding  textures,  according  to  Che 
best  rules  of  our  art.  The  tumour  diminished  greatly 
in  sine ;  in  fifteen  or  twenty  days  all  oedema  of  the 
foot  and  leg  had  dispersed,  and  after  a  few  weeks,  the 
patient  was  discharged  cured,  save  only  a  little  stiffness 
of  the  knee  joint. — ArmaH  CUmci-deet'  HcuraHH- 

SUBCUTANBOU8   REMOVAL  OF  THB   LOWB1  JAW  FOB 
OSTEOSARCOMA. 

The  subject  of  this  operation  was  the  mother  of 
three  children,  and  the  disease  occupied  the  right  half 
of  the  horizontal,  and  part  of  the  ascending  portions 
of  the  lower  jaw,  having  commenced  in  the  bony 
structure,  and  grown  to  the  size  of  a  man's  fist.  The 
tumour  was  circumscribed,  and  occupied  the  lower 
jaw  from  the  first  incisor  tooth,  to  near  the  neck,  or 
narrowing  of  the  ascending  ramus  of  the  affected  side, 
approximating  the  condyle.  Neither  the  horixombd 
incision  through  the  integuments,  as  practised  by  Mott, 
nor  the  oblique  of  Graefe,  the  quadrangular  Of 
Lungenbeck,  the  elliptical  of  Lyme,  nor  the  teats*  - 
cated  of  Cusack,  seemed  suited  to  the  case  in-  the 
view  of  Si&norini,  the  operator,  who  conceived  the 
plan  of  proceeding  without  interrupting  the  continuity 
of  the  skin,  or  making  any  external  wound,  by  con- 
ducting the  whole  of  the  operation  in  the  interior  of 
the  mouth.  The  great  point  towards  effecting  this 
object  consisted  in  the  means  for  dividing  the  bone  tn 
the  two  places  required,  which  was  accomplished  by 
means  of  cutting  pincers  or  forceps.  This  wan  Che 
second  part  of  the  process,  the  first  consisting  m  tfte 
necessary  steps  for  insulating  the  tumour,  and  the 
third  in  its  removal  through  the  mouth,  which  was  net 
accomplished  till  the  tumour  was  divided  into  two 
equal  parts.  The  case  however  was  successful,  and  we 
have  only  to  suggest  that,  where  a  similar  operation 
shall  be  undertaken,  to  remove  an  osteo-sarcome  with 
the  least  possible  interference  with  the  integuments,  an 
incision  in  the  median  line  of  fhe  lower  hp>  whieVwtt 
subsequently  be  no  disfigurement,  and  is  attended  by 


INVERSION  Of  THE  UTERU8. 


a*  jsttonvcnicace  nor  danger,  would  wry  much  facili- 
tate the  business,  and  obviate  the  inconvenience  of 
having  to  bisect  the  tumour  before  its  complete  remo- 
T9l—JB*Iktim>  d*Ue  Scimie  MedicMa  diBalaana.. 


CASB  OP  INVERSION  OP  THE  UTERUS,  IN 
WHICH  REPOSITION  WAS  EFFECTED  ON 
THE  TENTH  DAY. 

By  Joseph  P.  Gazzam,  M.D. 

-  Mrs.  N.,  of  Allegheny,  was  delivered  on  November 
3rd,  1843,  of  her  sixth  child,  after  an  easy  and  rather 
rapid  labour.  The  attending  accoucheur  made  mode- 
rate traction  by  the  funis  soon  after  the  birth  of  the 
child,  and  supposed  the  placenta  had  been  cast  off,  as 
it  descended  readily.  To  his  great  surprise,  however, 
he  found  that  the  placenta  bad  come  down,  not  out  of, 
but  with,  the  uterus  \  and  that  this  organ  was  com- 
pletely inverted,  with  the  placenta  still  attached  to  its 
fundus.  The  doctor  immediately  peeled  off  the  placenta, 
and  attempted  the  replacement  of  the  uterus,  but  failing 
in  this,  he  passed  it  up  into  the  vagina,  and  there  left 
it*.  Next  day  the  uterus  again  protruded  beyond  the 
«s  externum,  and  again  it  was  tucked  up.  Meanwhile, 
symptoms  of  mental  disturbance  were  gradually 
developed,  and  by  the  fourth  day  the  patient  was 
decidedly  maniacal. 

-On  the  10th  of  November  I  was  requested  to  visit 
the  case,  and  found  the  patient  with  a  pulse  of  120 ; 
mot  dry  skin  ;  sleepless  since  delivery ;  taciturn,  and 
v&nwiUktg  to  show  her  tongue,  or  reply  to  any  question. 
Owing  to  some  misapprehension  on  my  part  of  the 
attending  physician's  report  of  the  case,  I  did  not  make 
am  examination  per  vaginam,  for  I  understood  the 
doctor  as  having  said  that  he  had  replaced  the  uterus. 
A  prescription  was  therefore  made  with  reference  to 
the  tcneral  symptoms. 

Next  day  (the  11th)  I  found  the  patient  in  no 
respect  improved,  and  in  addition  to  the  symptoms  of 
the  preceding  day  there  was  now  an  occasional 
tenesmus,  which  induced  me  to  examine  the  regio 
pubis,  where  I  could  find  nothing  like  a  contracted 
uterus.  I  then  examined  per  vaginam,  and  ascertained 
that  the  uterus  was  still  inverted,  and  lying  just  within 
the  os  externum. 

Without  delay  I  had  the  patient  placed  in  a  position 
for  turning,  and  made  regular  persevering  efforts  to 
replace  the  inverted  organ.  The  woman  became  sud- 
denly noisy  and  ungovernable,  and  having  used  as 
much  force  as  I  deemed  safe,  without  effecting  my 
object,  I  ceased  my  manipulation,  and  directed 
nauseating  doses  of  tartarised  antimony,  for  the  two- 
fold purpose  of  quieting  mental  disturbance  and  pro- 
ducing relaxation  of  the  uterus. 

.November  12th.  The  patient  has  been  using  the 
antimony  for  twenty-four  hours  ;  has  vomited  a  little, 
and  .seems  thoroughly  under  the  influence  of  the 
medicine.  She  was  placed  as  before  in  position  for 
tuning,  and  I  renewed  my  attempts  to  effect  repo- 
sition. 

-  Grasping  the  uterus  in  my  right  band,  I  made  at 
tret  gentle,  and  after  a  little  while,  more  forcible  com- 
pression, increasing  the  force  gradually.  Having 
persevered  thus  for  more  than  half  an  hour,  and  mate- 
rijhy.  diminished ,  the  bulk  of  the  organ,  which  was 


Salt  contracting  in. the  hand,  I  applied  the  tint  (of 
the  fingers,  placed  together  conieaUy,  to  the  fundus 
uteri,  and  made  gradual  and  steady  pressure  in 
the  direction  of  the  os  tincm,  and  the  upper  axis 
of  the  pelvis.  At  first  the  whole  uterus  was 
carried  up,  but  after  the  vagina  was  put  fully  on  the 
stretch,  the  fundus  uteri  began  to  dimple,  and  in  a 
few  minutes  after  it  started  up  suddenly,  and  I  found 
that  the  fundus,  and  nearly  the  whole  of  my  hand,  had 
passed  through  the  os  tinea.  To  satisfy  myself  that 
the  reposition  was  complete,  I  retained  my  hand  in  the 
uterus  (while  an  assistant  pressed  above  the  pubis  to 
steady  it,  long  enough  to  enable  me  to  traverse  with 
the  tips  of  my  fingers  the  whole  of  the  inner  surface 
of  the  fundus.  I  then  gradually  withdrew  my  hand, 
introduced  into  the  vagina  a  sponge  tent,  placed  a 
compress  over  the  valve,  and  secured  all  by  a  T  ban- 
dage. The  pillows  were  taken  from  beneath  the  head, 
and  one  of  them  placed  under  the  hips;  an  anodyne 
administered,  and  perfect  rest  enjoined. 

Hie  whole  manipulation  was  finished  in  less  than  an 
hour,  more  than  half  of  which  time  had  been  con- 
sumed in  making  compression  of  the  uterus  preparatory 
to  attempting  its  reposition.  The  patient  was  per- 
fectly passive,  ottered  not  a  word,  and  made  not  the 
slightest  movement. 

13th.  Slept  a  firUe  last  night,  the  first  since  deli- 
very. Removed  the  tent,  used  the  catheter,  and  then 
introduced  a  fresh  tent.  Prom  this  time  the  improve- 
ment was  rapid  and  uninterrupted.  Catheterism  was 
practised  bat  three  times,  a  fresh  tent  was  introduced 
dairy,  and  appropriate  treatment  directed  for  the 
mental  disturbance,  which  ceased  on  the  20th  of  the 
month,  and  on  the  23rd  I  made  my  last  call.  As  the 
fatient  had  formerly  suffered  much  from  prolapsus 
uteri,  I  applied  Bannmaf s  abdominal  supporter  before 
she  left  her  bed,  and  she  is  now  better  able  to  take 
exercise  than  at  any  time  during  the  last  five  years'. 

The  points  of  most  interest  In  the  case  are  the 
ength  of  time  which  elapsed  before  reposition  was 
effected,  and  the  agency  which  I  suppose  the  ahtr- 
monial  medicine  to  have  had  in  facilitating  that 
object. 

The  inversion  occurred  on  the  morning  of  the  third, 
and  reposition  was  not  accomplished  till  the  evening 
of  the  twelfth  of  the  month.  Usually  the  lapse  of  a 
saw  days  renders  reposition  impracticable,  although 
Dr.  Smart,  of  Maine,  reports  a  case  in  vol.  16  of  this 
Journal,  in  which  reposition  was  effected  at  the  end  of 
three  weeks,  and  in  Dr.  Belcome's  case  (quoted  by 
Ohurchill,)  twelve  weeks  had  elapsed.  Such  cases, 
however,  are  rare* 

I  think  I  am  not  mistaken  in  attaching  great  im- 
portance to  the  beneficial  agency  of  the  tartarised 
antimony  in  this  case.  Blood-letting  and  tobacco 
were  both  inapplkaWe/owing  to  the  enfeebled  state 
of  the  patient,  and  yes  Che  rigidity  of  the  os  tineas  pre- 
sented a  serious  obstacle  to  replacement.  Tnis  diffi- 
culty was  very  completely  overcome  by  the  antimony 
with  but  little  flattens,  and  no  hazard  to  the  patient— 
America*  Journal  of  Medical  Science*, 
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COMPLETE  EXTIRPATION  OF  THE  UTERUS 
BY  LIGATURE,  AFTER  CHRONIC  INVER- 
SION OF  THE  ORGAN. 

By.  Dr.  John  M.  Esselman. 

A  lady,  32  years  of  age,  married  fourteen  years,  bad 
been  in  bad  health  ever  since  the  birth  of  her  first  and 
only  child,  twelve  years  previously  to  Dr.  Esselman  beiog 
consulted.  She  had  been  attended  in  her  confinement 
by  an  old  woman ;  her  labour  was  a  protracted  and 
painful  one ;  she  had  flooded  profusely ;  and  was  very 
ill  for  several  weeks  after  her  confinement*  After  she 
was  able  to  leave  her  bed  and  walk  about  the  house, 
she  was  much  annoyed  by  "  bearing-down  pains,"  as 
she  called  them,  in  the  region  of  the  womb,  extending 
up  in  the  direction  of  the  lateral  ligaments  of  that  organ. 
She  had  also  suffered  much  from  pain  and  weakness  of 
the  back,  and  from  pain  and  a  numb  sensation  down 
the  inner  portion  of  the  thighs,  and  had  been  a  prey 
to  floor  albus  ever  since  she  had  left  her  bed  of  con- 
finement, with  the  exception  of  her  catamenial  periods, 
which  are  very  irregular.  The  secretion  was  often 
very  profuse,  indeed,  so  alarmingly  that  she  would 
be  confined  to  her  bed  for  weeks  at  a  time,  had  to 
consult  physicians,  take  medicine  to  check  the  hemor- 
rhage, &c. ;  then  she  would  be  put  on  the  use  of 
tonics,  to  strengthen  her  system,  as  well  as  to  correct 
the  fluor  albus.  At  length  she  was  advised  by  her 
physicians  that  she  was  labouring  under  prolapsus  of 
the  womb,  and  underwent  the  routine  of  treatment  in 
such  cases;  but  all  to  no  effect,  except  the  relief  she  , 
invariably  obtained  from  the  horizontal  position. 

Disheartened  by  the  little  relief  she  received,  she 
went  to  Nashville,  where  she  consulted  a  distinguished 
practitioner,  who  diagnosticated  a  polypus,  and  be 
applied  a  ligature,  which  was  productive  of  such 
alarming  symptoms  that  he  removed  it.  Various  other 
medical  men  were  consulted,  but  without  relief  being 
afforded. 

When  Dr.  Esselman  was  consulted,  he  found  her  in  a 
deplorable  situation :  she  was  labouring  under  hectic 
fever,  had  profuse  night  sweats,  hacking  cough,  and 
all  the  symptoms  indicative  of  a  rapid  decline*;  on 
examination,  he  found  a  tumour  occupying  the  vagina, 
about  the  size  of  a  large  pear,  and  answering  in  every 
respect  the  description  usually  given  of  a  polypus. 
The  vagina  itself  was  very  irritable  and  much  ulcerated, 
so  that  it  was  impossible  to  make  a  very  minute  or 
satisfactory  examination.  However,  from  the  history 
of  the  case,  and  the  opinion  of  other  medical  men  who 
had  examined  it  previous  to  himself,  in  some  of  whom 
he  had  the  utmost  confidence,  he  concurred  with  them 
in  the  opinion  that  it  was  a  polypus.  But  being  at 
that  time  a  young  practitioner,  having  been  but  two 
years  in  the  profession,  he  requested  that  some  other 
physician  should  be  called  in  to  assist  him  in  the  ope- 
ration. An  intelligent  practitioner  was  accordingly 
-called  in,  who  took  the  same  view  of  the  case;  and, 
after  a  few  days  of  preparatory  treatment,  a  ligature  of 
saddler's  silk,  well  twisted  and  waxed,  was  applied;  a 
full  dose  of  camphor,  laudanum,  and  hartshorn  having 
been  administered  two  hours  previously.  The  tight- 
ening of  the  ligature  gave  great  pain,  and  the  dose  of 
camphor,  laudanum,  and  hartshorn,  was  repeated.  For 
the  first  four  or  five  hours  she  was  very  much  pros- 
trated, and  her  poise  sunk  to  a  mere  thread :  she, 


~rij 

however,  then  became  composed,  reaction  took  pUce, 
and  she  rested  tolerably  well  the  first  night.  The  tig*, 
tore  was  tightened  every  morning  for  eighteen  day*, 
at  which  time  it  came  away,  and  to  the  surprise  of  her 
physician,  instead  of  a  polypus,  the  tumour  proved  to 
be  the  uterus  itself,  which  was  much  reduced  in  sue 
by  ulceration  and  strangulation.  The  vagina  was  muck 
ulcerated,  and  emitted  a  very  offensive  sanioes  dis- 
charge, for  which  frequent  injections  of  a  solstioa  tf 
chloride  of  lime  were  ordered,  and  a  solution  of  nitrate 
of  silver  was  applied  to  the  ulcers.  The  general  sys- 
tem was  sustained  by  tonics,  such  as  the  muriated 
tincture  of  iron,  phosphate  of  iron,  quinine,  &c,  and 
a  generous  diet,  when  the  absence  of  febrile  excite- 
ment would  admit  of  it.  She  was  a  long  while  reco- 
vering, and  did  not  leave  her  bed  for  months  after  the 
operation,  but  finally  was  restored  to  perfect  health. 
For  the  first  12  months  after  her  recovery  she  required 
frequent  bleeding  and  purgatives  to  relieve  headaca 
and  a  tendency  to  vertigo,  as  well  as  a  general  plethora 
of  the  system,  occasioned,  Dr.  Esselman  thinki,  by 
the  premature  suspension  of  the  catamenial  secre- 
tion.*'— American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Science}. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 
Gentlemen  admitted  Members  on  Friday,  August 
16th,U844:— W.  Carey;  F.  H.  Duffort;  F.  C.  6. 
Ellerton;  G.  Walker;  W.  Box;  J.  Bourne;  E. 
Lawless;  J.  Terry;  W.  W.  Kemp;  H.  Bencrsft; 
H.  B.  Pickess. 


VACCINATION. 
M.  Weninger,  of  Vienna,  has  published  a  case  where 
vaccination  was  performed  on  a  child  eight  months 
old,  in  July,  1837,  and  did  not  become  developed  till 
July,  1840,  thus  remaining  latent  for  three  yean  !— 
Lancet. 


CARBONATE  OF  SODA  IN  THE  PREPARATION 
OF  COFFEE. 
M.  Pleischel  states  from  experience,  that  the  infu- 
sion of  roasted  coffee  acquires  a  far  superior  taste,  sad 
is  rendered  more  concentrated,  consequently  that  a 
much  larger  amount  of  beverage  can  be  prepared  from 
the  same  quantity  of  coffee,  by  adding  to  the  boiliag 
water,  just  before  pouring  it  over  the  coffee,  one  graia 
of  crystallized  carbonate  of  soda  for  every  cup,  and 
2&  grains  for  every  half  ounce  of  coffee.—JIW.  Jab** 
dee  Oeetr.  St.,  in  Gardenere*  Chronicle. 


ERRATA. 
In  Dr.  Black's  first  Lecture,  p.  277,  column  2,  list, 
8  from  the  bottom,  for  poorer  read  purer ;  ••  278 
column  2,  line  7  from  the  bottom,  for  l-4688th  read 
1 -468th. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

We  are  sorry  that  the  account  of  the  Medical  Meeting 
of  the  Practitioners  in  Surrey,  forwarded  by  M*.. 
Martin,  of  Reigate,  reached  us  too  late  for  i 
thist 
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CLINICAL  LECTURES  GN  DISLOCATIONS, 
fcEtlVEREfci  AT  THE  CfiXRTNb  CROSS 
HOSPITAL.,  StfMJtafc  0^LON^  18441    '  \ 

Byitar**  HAiredct(,E^.9-9tti^«otl  totne  Hospital  ^ 

Lb«TO»8  I, 

I  have  selected*  the  subject  of  'duMocatious  for  tnts 
ctsarse  of  dRnicaTi  lectures,  as*  tbon&ft  there  lsacnrcely  Any 
uceidewt'  upon  whin  so*  mdeh  hat  been  written,  there 
Is  no  point  ffi  turgei  y  of  greater  importance  add  no 
•subject  tfy*  which  you  are  more  likely  either  to  make 
or  mar 'your  prospects^  than  by  she  one  under  con- 
sideretJon.  An  error  in  treatment  or  diagnosis  cannot 
to  concealed. '  Ton  cannot  reason  an  mdividual,  use 
What  sophistry  yon  may,  into  the  belief'  that  you  -hare 
Bone  your  duty  by  Mtu,  when  hfc  finds  that '  he  loses 
the  use  of  a  Htab.  He  falls  down,  for  instance,  on  bis; 
'elbow,  hand,  or  shoulder1,  and  when  he  gets*  np  he 
cannot  use  his  arm*  He  consults  you,  and  yon,  pit* 
baaty  from  not  understanding  the  case,  Or't>eYnaps 
"trout  not  bavins;  had  opportunities  of  Judging  for 
yourselves,  are  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  the  accident. 
Toaf  prescribe,  bo*  yonr  patient  experieirtrirtg  l  no  j 
feUef,  finding  that  the  limb  ntauins  useless,  commits 
another  suigeon';  he;  better  thfbrmea,  at  once  pro- ! 
Bounces  the  nature  of  the  mischief,  and  what'  to  of, 
tfuch  more  importance  to  your' patient;  reduce*  the 
dUtbctfidnV  and  restores  the"  functions  df ''the  fimb. 
<fhhrt'  here  is  no  ideal  picture*  ft  is' ah' error  whfeh 
tits  fallen  under  my  notice  more  than  once,  and  Unfor- 
tunately for  you,  It  is  one  ra  which  your  ignorance 
cannot  be  concealed;  there  is  the -unanswerable  fact, 
*ta*haa*wat.eia*K»Aad,  yen  her*  mtttokej*  tbeitae, 
tend  annthar  has  ntmoved  tiia  <miaaj>ief ,  est!  rotor** 
,SJ>S  tilsant  to.aoarfoK.aaKi  health*  Under  tfret*  afe~ 
uoawill*  J  am  sure,  agree  with,  me,  that 
l  amfer  waotis*.  deserves  our  .most  .attentive 
assnsiiratsjia#.  and  wight  to  be,vjave4  uno>r  all  jits 


The  facts  hitherto  published,  with  the  exception  oi 
those  contained  i»  thai  fetaWe  work*  of  the  late  Sir 
aWCaamt*  M^tteytr,  atAsome  few  qtbera^are  for  toe 
esatstaajrt  isolated,  eat*  gentleman  .selecting  an  imjivir 
dual  eooiaenV  aadMbua  oaaJcijNiting  to  our  knowledge 
.cd  the  whole*  but  it  will  be  my  duty  and  endeavour  in 
theaeleetttreatoalaae hefeteyoa,ts  ctaarly  and  succinctly 
as. lata  in  sty  power,  the  several  diaiocations  to  which 
the  haaaan  fsasae  is  Jiabst,  the  accidents  for  which 
■haw  may  he  snialnhM,  the  fetalis  clJhctt  ac eidnnte 
t»*vave\  tstjtything  coasieciad  with, them,  an  that  I 


H*^8efMsjMr*lM4. 


will  hare  a  good  s^neral  knowledge  of  everything  con- 
nected waft 'the  subject.' 

-fntnreaugawng  vMs  point  there  has  always  appeared 
to  me  to  be  a  great  deftdency  in  the  manner  mwitfe* 
II  late*  been  treated.  Authors  describe-  <Mocetk»a, 
but  theydo «not  describe  Che  anattmy  of  fie  p*t&\ 
they  do  not  give  the  structures;  or  function*  of  the 
structures,  which  enter  into  She  formation  of  the  Joinw, 
Wafer  are  Hable  to  these  accidents;  neither  do  they 
tire  the  appearances' which  these  parts  present  to  their 
normal  condition.  You  win  doubtless  sty  that  yon 
know  a  man's  shoulder  to  be  sound  and  of*  its  proper 
shape  when  you  sec  it,  but  can  yon  tell  upon  what  ye* 
ground  yonr  opinion?'  You  doubtlessly  know1  the 
anatomy  considered  abstractedly,  but  it  ft  one  thing 
to1  know  the  mere  dfyfletsiled  anatomy,  and  aactJstr 
to r  understand*  she  form'  and  appearance  of  a 'joint 
in  its  healthy  state,  and  to  know  the  landmarks  or 
dtetingufehing  features  by  which  you  can  reeogntse 
whither  the  parts  enter  inar«*>  in  ibrnmaloti.  ato 
in'  a  state  of  integrity  or  not,  aid  whether  they 
are  in  their  proper  and  natural  position.  Btetore 
entering' on  the  consideration  of  tiie  individual  flls- 
locationa/ 1  nurposem  these  torture*  to  brraa;  before 
you  the  different  varietiel  of  joints  met  wRfc  m  fhe 
human  frame,  the  several  umtfons  enjoyed  by  West 
joints,  and  the  different  structures  entering  intw&efr 
formaakm*. '  I  shall  then  talte'a  general  view  of  dhdb- 
cations,  with  theft^  peculiarities  and  subsequently  pro- 
ceed to  treat  seriatim  of '  dislocations  incident  rtindt- 
vidual  Joints.  ■    ,!    "      ' 

Hie  term  Joint,  in  surgery,  is  intended  to  denote  the 
union  of  two  o>  more  bones  at  their  artteumfinf 
snrfaccs  by  connecting  medht;  in  such  a  msftnetf  as'to 
allow  a  •certain  degree  of  motion,  the  extent  of 'that 
motion  varying  with  the  shape  of  the  articulating  sur- 
faces as  adapted  to  the  functions  of  the  Ktrib  or  part 
in  which  this  union  occurs.  These  Joints  are  also 
termed  diarthroses,  or  moveable  articulations^  and  it  is 
to  them  that  we  refer  when  we  speak  of  dislocation, 
as  the  displacement  of  either  of  the  bones  entering 
thereinto  coiistltutestikat  accident.  With  the  exception 
of  the  lower  jaw  these  Joints  are  confined  to  the  trunk 
and  extremities,  and  consequently,  with  this  exception, 
it  is  in  those' Situations  that  the  dislocations  occur. 

The  different  Joints  described  under  (he  head 
"  nearthrosis,-  present  certain  peculiarities  with  whicn 
it  is  necessary  you  should  be  acquainted ;  I  will  there- 
fore briefly  refer  to  them  here,  although  I  ahall  have 
to  discuss  the  point  more  fully  when  we  come  St  the 
araiihujls  ecaaasriag  to  these  sHttasnaar  joint*.  In 
aoent  apeciaa,  as, in  tba.aupcrkr  tihisvihtibny  ar  the 
carpo-metacarpal    artkulatioatf  whese  the  surliatt' 
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am  pine,  or  one  is  slightly  convex  and  Che  other 
concave,  the  Joint  is  called  aithrodia.  In  others,  as 
the  ball  and  socket,  where  the  ball  or  head  of  one 
bone  is  received  in  a  socket  or  cup  formed  either  in 
one  or  more  bones,  as  in  the  hip  or  shoulder,  it  con- 
statutes  an  enarthrosis.  Again,  where  the  articulating 
surmcet  are  marked  by  depressions  and  elevations 
which  exactly  at  into  each  other,  and  where  the  pro- 
jecting processes  are  so  arranged  (as  in  the  elbow  Joint) 
as  to  form  a  complete  hinge,  allowing  only  motion  of 
extension  and  flexion,  yon  hare  a  ginglymns,  and 
lastly,  you  have  the  rotatory  diarthrosis,  also  called 
lateral  ginglymus,  where  the  head  or  pivot  of  a  bone 
works  in  a  ring  formed  partly  of  bone  and  partly  of 
ligament,  as  between  the  first  and  second  vertebra), 
and  the  upper  radio-ulnar  articulation. 

The  motions  enjoyed  by  diarthrodial  joints,  are 
those  of  gliding,  flexion,  extension,  abduction, 
adduction,  circumduction,  and  rotation.  Of  these 
motions,  that  of  gliding,  though  peculiar  to  some 
joints,  is  nearly  common  to  them  all.  In  the  arthro- 
dial,  as  in  the  articulation  of  the  carpus,  tarsus,  sternal 
and  scapular  ends  of  the  clavicle,  &c*  the  motion  is 
gliding.  The  ginglymoid  joints  admit  only  of  flexion 
and  extension,  whilst  the  enarthrodial  are  endowed 
with  all  these  various  motions. 

Tne  bones  of  the  head  and  face  are  for  the  greater 
part  Joined  together  by  immovable  articulation,  re- 
ceiving various  appellations  according  to  the  mode  of 
union  and  shape  of  the  articulating  surfaces;  hence 
you  have  sutures  of  various  kinds,  vis.,  the  tooth- 
shaped,  "  sntura  dentate;"  like  the  teeth  of  a  saw, 
M  sntura  sonata;"  one  bone  overlapping  the  other,  the 
edges  being  bovilled  off, and  K  suture  squamosa;"  the 
dove-tailed  or  sagittal  suture.  Also  the  me 
tion  of  bones, or  the  union  termed harmooJa;  in 
cases  a  ridge  of  bono  is  received  into  a  groove  iaano* 
ther  bone,  constituting  scldndylesis,  whilst  in  others, 
again,  where  a  conical  surface  is  received  into  a  cor- 
responding cavity,  the  term  gomphosis  is  employed. 
These  various  articulations  are  all  classified  under  the 
general  denomination  "  synartlwosis." 

We  do  not  apply  the  term  dislocation  to  a  giving 
way  of  the  sutures  of  tan  cranium  or  lace;  these  acci- 
dents cannot  be  ascertained  with  any  degree  of  cer- 
tainty during  life,  and  moreover,  though  a  suture  may 
ymid,  and  a  separation  take  place,  it  rarely,  if  ever, 
occurs  to  such  an  extent,  as  to  produce  displacement 
or  dfclocation  of  any  of  the  bones,  or  to  allow  of  such 
alteration  in  the  relative  position  of  these  bones  one 
to  the  other,  as  to  destroy  the  functions  of  the  parts 
contained  therein.  Of  course,  I  do  not  here  intend 
yon  to  understand  that  the  cranial  or  facial  bones  are 
never  displaced,  but  this  is  commonly  the  result  of  frac- 
ture causing  rarely,  if  ever,  so  complete  a  separation 
of  the  articulations,  as  to  constitute  a  dislocation. 

Again,  there  is  a  third  clam  of  articulations,  par- 
taking of  the  character  of  the  other  two,  and  from  its 
mixed  form  called  ampbiarthrosis ;  examples  of  this 
diss  are  found  in  the  symphysis  pubis,  and  the  ilio- 
sacral  articulation,  and  like  the  aynartbodial  articula- 
tions, are  liable  to  become  obliterated  by  age. 

The  structures  which  enter  into  the  foiTOationof 
Joints  are,  bone,  cartilage,  fibro  earasaaw,  Hgaments, 
and  synovial  membrane. 


Inm«  human,  subject,  the  fundamental  portion  of 


articulation  consists  of  bone.  On  the  i 
of  the  skeleton  we  perceive  at  so 
other  a  smooth  shining  surmce,  which 
with  a  similar  process  on  another  bone.  There  k  so 
subject  in  anatomy  in  which  the  adaptation  of  sauna 
to  an  end  is  more  forcibly  displayed  than  in  theme- 
•traction  of  the  skeleton,  and  in  the  application  Of  fc 
component  parts  to  their  several  functions,  and  I  saw 
add  there  ere  no  objects  more  worthy  our  uumisnm 
than  the  arrangement  of  the  osseous  structure  of  the 
articulations.  How  should  we  be  exposed  almost  at 
every  step  to  concussions  and  shocks  were  it  not  far 
the  neautsf  ul  encasement  of  the  tared  feme*  on*  the 
nature  of  their  structure.  Again,  in  that  string  of 
joints  which  constitutes  the  spinal  column,  the  boast 
not  only  enter  into  those  joints,  but  coUectiverj  fona 
a  case  for  the  spinal  marrow,  and  canals  for  the  treat* 
mission  of  those  nerves  by  which  the  body  is  endowed 
with  sensation  and  motion ;  and  here  again  we  obscrrt 
the  same  protection  from  concussions  in  m 
reticular  structure  of  the  bones  memselvos. 

la  the  long  bones  of  the  extremities  it  is 
to  obtain  an  enlarged  surface  for 
accordingly  we  find  their  extremities  '"T""*-*,  not  fcy 
any  addition  of  substance,  or  by  increasing  the  weight 
but  by  a  different  arrangement  of  the  reticular struc- 
ture. In  the  shaft  of.  the  long  bones  where  solidity  h 
so  requisite,  the  reticular  structure  is  condensed  into 
hard  compact  lamina* ;  whereas,  in  their  extreouuei 
where  expansion  and  a  certain  degree  of  elasticity  tie 
required,  the  reticular  structure  is  abundant,  not  coa- 
densed  but  cellular,  and  covered  merely  by  a  thin 
lamina  of  compact  tissue.  Cast  your  eyes  over  me 
whole  of  the  moveable  joints  of  the  skeleton,  ana'  ye* 
will  find  the  same  admirable  arrangement  pervade) 
throughout. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  the  joints,  the  bopetatt 
marked  by  derations,  processes  and  oppressions,  ianV 
catiag  the  points  to  which  the  connecting  ligaisrafr 
dec*  are  attached. 

But  you  must  remember  that,  until  the  body  is  follr 
developed,  the  extremities  of  the  long  bones  or  that 
epiphyses  are  not  united  to  the  shafts  by  ostific  oaass, 
and  therefore  among  children  you  will  occasionally 
meet  with  accidents  which,  unless  you  beer  tail  is 
mind,  will  undoubtedly  puntle  you. 

Cartilage,  The  cartilages  found  in  the  Jots*  mvt 
been  destined  by  snatomisti  into  thos 
articulating  surfaces  of  the  bones  of 
or  diarthrodial  cartilages;  mm 
bones  of  immoveable  articulations,  or  i 
cartilages;  tnterarticular  fibro-cart&ages;  the  theater 
fibro-cartUage  of  Meckel,  and  the  mtervertebral  flhm- 
cartikges. 

TYe  articular  or  diarthrodial  cartilages  unicsssnil 
precisely  with  the  Shape  of  the  articulating  emwmwma 
of  the  long  bones ;  they  are  entirely  distinct  frost  the 
temporary  cartilages  constituting  the  epiphyses  of  man 
bones,  and  may  by  maceration  be  separated  liemtaenv 
Hence,  these  cartilages  h^  beea  caHsd  the  *cn> 
tilagesoftacruetatioo.1'  The  design  of  arnwean?  carti- 
lages is  evidently  to  carry  out  to  a  greater  extent  em 
beautiful  arrangement  to  which  I  have  already  enmwi 
in  speaking  of  the  bones;  by  the  samotmmmaf-wmt 


risk  of  abrasion,  whilst,  by 
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city,  the  violence  of  any  shock  referred  to  these  parti 
h  broken,  end  at  finally  expended. 

Tlie  articular  cartilages  are  composed  of  perpendic- 
nlar  fibres,  and  their  thickness  in  erery  case  is  in 
relation  to  the  pressure  which  they  nave  to  support. 
This  thickness  is  always  greatest  on  the  most  promi- 
nent or  convex  portion  of  the  heads  of  the  bones,  whilst 
the  opposite  arrangement  obtains  in  the  cavities,  as  in 
these  situations  it  is  thinnest  in  the  centre,  gradually 
increasing  towards  the  circumference. 

A  difference  of  opinion  exists  as  to  the  organisation 
of  cartilage,  some  affirming  that  it  does  not  belong  to 
the  class  of  organized  tissues,  whilst  others  on  the  con- 
trary consider  that  it  possesses  vessels  and  nerves,  and 
that  it  is  to  a  certain  extent  capable  of  repairing  inju- 
ries inflicted  upon  it.  Among  the  former,  M.  Velpean 
asserts  that  it  is  never  the  original  seat  of  disease,  that 
it  neither  inflames  nor  suppurates,  and  he  somewhat 
ridicules  the  idea  of  its  ulceration  as  described  by  Sir 
Benjamin  Brodie,  denying  the  fact,  and  maintaining 
that  fee  ulceration  commences  in  the  bone,  and  not  in 
the  cartilage.  It  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  reconcile 
this  opinion  with  what  pathology  almost  daily  points 
out  If  the  articular  cartilages  are  like  the  nails,  inor- 
gaaised,  without  receiving  any  nourishment  from  their 
own  blood-vessels,  whence  are  they  derived  ?  and  how 
are  they  nourished  ?  We  know  that  although  the 
amis  are  said  to  be  inorganised,  there  is  a  special  appa- 
ratus (the  matrix)  whence  they  originate,  and  by  which 
their  growth  b  continued ;  but  we  have  no  special 
apparatus  in  the  Joints  for  the  secretion  of  cartilage. 
If  the  cartilages  be  not  organised,  how  do  they 
increase  whh  the  growth  of  the  body?  However,  both 
anatomy  and  pathology  concur  in  confirming  the  fact 
of  cartilages  being  organised  like  bone,  although,  per- 
haps, in  a  minor  degree.  If  we  examine  the  articular 
cartilage  of  a  child  under  a  microscope,  we  observe 
metinct  canehi  for  the  passage  of  blood,  although  it 
does  not  appear  that  these  canals  possess  the  different 
cotcunga  of  vessels,  but  this  fact  by  no  means  proves 
the  absence  of  blood-vessels;  if  it  did,  we  might  then 
ileny  the  met  of  the  bones  of  the  cranium  being  sup- 
plied by  blood-vessels,  as  in  this  latter  situation  their 
investments  are  so  thin  as  to  be,  in  some  instances, 
scarcely  recognisable.  Neither  is  It  any  proof  against 
the  organisation  of  cartilage,  that  it  possesses  no  sen- 
slbfltty  in  the  healthy  state.  Those  who  maintain  this 
argument  refer  to  the  experiments  of  Haller,  who 
applied  sulphuric  acid  to  the  hip  joint,  and  also  cut  it 
without  producing  pain;  but  the  same  immunity 
from  pain  is  observed  m  healthy  bone,  and  no  one 
doubts  the  fact  of  that  tissue  being  highly  organised; 
and,  moreover,  the  pain  which  patients,  who  suffer 
from  ulceration  of  the  cartilages,  experience,  is  some- 
times most  intense,  as  you  will  have  the  opportunity  of 
observing  for  yourselves  m  cases  which  you  will  meet 
whh  in  your  practice. 

It  is  true  that  in  the  adult,  these  canals  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  blood  are  not  perceptible,  but  as  Sir 
Benjamin  Brodie  has  observed,  this  proves  that  they 
are  very  minute,  but  not  that  they  are  altogether 
wanting.  In  the  cornea  and  sclerotic  coat  of  the 
eye,  we  know  that  there  are  a  set  of  vessels  (the  vasa 
serosa)  too  minute  in  their  normal  state  to  admit  the 
coloured  particles  of  the  blood,  but  which,  under  disease, 
become  dilated  and  injected  with  red  blood,  and  may 


be  observed  ramifying  in  these  structures;  and  in  the 
excellent  work  of  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie  upon  the 
pathology  of  the  joints,  we  have  a  case  related  in  which 
vessel*  carrying  red  blood  could  be  distinctly  traced 
extending  from  the  diseased  bone  to  the  cartilage 
covering  it. 

Sir  B.  Brodie  has  also  pointed  out  that  occasionally 
some  portion  of  the  articular  cartilage  is  altered  from 
its  natural  organisation,  and  .converted  into  a  number 
of  ligamentous  fibres.  It  may  be  asked,  can  this 
change  take  place  without  some  .  vascular  apparatus 
being  inherent  in  cartilages?  and  although  M* 
Velpean  declares  that  the  ulceration  commences  in  the 
bone,  and  not  in  the  cartilage,  how  many  cases  do  we 
meet  with  in  which  the  ulceration  of  the  cartilage  has 
evidently  commenced  on  its  free  surface  without 
extending  to  the  bone,  from  which  It  can  scarcely  be 
separated,  and  which  remains  healthy  ?  Now  this  never 
could  be  the  case  were  M.  Velpeau's  hypothesis 
correct.  Before  I  leave  this  point  I  would  strongly 
recommend  you  to  read  Sir  B.  Brodie's  work  on  the 
diseases  of  the  joints,  and  judge  for  yourselves.  Your 
trouble  will  he  strongly  repaid,  as  it  is  not  made  up  of 
opinions  formed  from  theory,  but  is  the  result  of  obser- 
vation, and  the  just  appreciation  of  facts. 

Synarthrodia!  cartilages  appear  to  form  a  boon*  of 
union  between  bones,  and  at  the  same  time  to  diminish 
shocks,  &c.  They  are  mere  lamina)  placed  between 
two  bones,  which  they  not  only  separate,  but  join 
together,  by  adhering  intimately  to  each  bone,  and  te 
bands  which  pass  from  one  bone  to 
These  cartilages  are  for  the  most  pert 
ether,  wedge  shaped,  the  external  margins 
seine;  thicker  than  their  inteenai,  a  dicumstance  which, 
according  to  Meckel,  accounts  for  the  sutures  on  the 
inside  of  the  cranium  becoming  obliterated  sooner  than 


structure  to  ligaments  and  cartilages;  they 
of  a  fibrous  base  in  the  intervals  of  which  is  deposited 
cartilaginous  substance*  Teey  are  arranged  into  three 
classes,  via.,  those  situated  within  the  Joints,  or  the 
mterartieular;  those  surrounding  cavities  which  Meckel 
deslgnatei  the  noro- cartilage  of  cirenmforenes,  or 
cfsmdrkal  fibs* -cartilage;  and,  lastly,  these  planed 
between  the  bodies  of  the  vertebras  or  the  intervertebral 
fibro-cartilage.  The  interarticular  fibro-cartilages  are 
peculiar  to  the  sterno-clavicular,  tenipero-maxiUary,and 
fanero-tibial,  articulations;  they  are  occasionally  met 
with  in  the  acromioclavicular  joint.  Their  form  is 
very  variable,  commonly  representing  a  kind  of  plate, 
sometimes  a  double  convex,  and  at  others  being  per- 
forated in  the  centre.  As  they  are  always  met  with 
In  those  Joints  subject  to  the  most  constant  motion, 
and  which  have  also  to  sustain  great  pressure,  it  would 
appear  that  they  are  intended  to  prevent  friction  end 
abrasion,  but  in  the  knee  Joint  they  also  seem  to  deepen 
the  cavities  on  the  head  of  the  tibia,  whilst  in-  the  knee 
sndjawtheyservetoensuroafierfsc^ 
articular  surfaces  one  to  the  other  in  all  the  motions 
of  the  Joint.  Occasionally,  however,  these  fibre  enrol 
leges  of  the  knee  joint  become  displaced,  depriving  tin 
patient  for  the  time  of  the  use  of  the  limb,  and  pro- 
ducing great  suffering.  They  are  exceedingly  elastic, 
and  resist  violence  to  a  remarkable  degree.  Thefibro- 
cartilage*  of  circumference  are  only  met  with  in  tee 
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,  sJfiMoer  and  hip  joints ;  hi  the  former,  surrounding  the 
'  sjpnptfl  cavity-  in  the  latter,  the  acetabulum,  with  the* 
exception  of  the  cotyloid  notch. 

The  third  class  of  fibre-cartilages  are  those  placed 
between  the  bones  of  the  vertebras,  acting  as  elastic 
cushions,  in  preventing  concussion,  and  thus  preserving' 
the  delicate  spinal  marrow  from-  those  shocks  which 
must  of  necessity  be  continually  occurring'  were  it 
not  for  this  conti  trance.  The  arrangement  of  their 
structure  is  different  from  that  of  the  other  fibro- 
cartflages;  they  are  thickest  in  the  middle.  The 
fibrous  tissue  is  disposed  in*  concentric  layers,  each 
layer  being  formed  of  interlacing  fibres,  baring  their 
interstices  filled  with  cartilaginous  substance  \  towards 
the  centre  the  fibrous  structure  gradually  disappears, 
leering  a  soft  pulpy  mass,  adapting  itself  to  every 
motion  of  the  vertebral  column.  These  fibro-car- 
tRafces  are1  firmly  attached  so  the  bones  immediately 
above  and  below  them,  and  also  to  the  connecting 
ligamentous  fibres ;  and  although  from  this  arrange- 
ment but  very  little,  if  any,'  motion  is  admitted  between 
any  two  af  the  bones,  still  there  resulta  in  the  aggre- 
gate an  elastic  flexible  oofomn,  in  every  way  fitted  to 
the  very  important  duties  it  has- to  discharge  in  the 
animal  economy.  These  pads  or  cushions  are  not  only 
very  esastfc,<b«t  they  possess  a.  remarkable  power  of 
aisjiaHsiin?  to  pressure,  asvyou  may  aae  in  this  prepare* 
lionwhfehlaMSvehowyaa. 
•  -Qm*  petieftt  treui  whnmir  was  taken,  was  the  ports* 

aeeeaiam  el  the  4eseendinf  •«•%  which  nltimetelgr 
e>»Ciwyad  hhnv  Yeu  saay  neseehe>the  bones  have  been 
ibsnthedtte  eetmeMtembje  extent,  hut  the  ia*er*erte* 
hteeiiidistssiuiu  remain*  entire,  having  resisted  that 
atessnre  which  destroyed  the  harder  and  lew  yielding 


In  our  next  lecture  we  will  resume  tbejceaeideietieci 
of  the  tissues  entering  into  the  {osmetic*  of  joints. 


_,.'    CASE  OF  EXCISION  OF  THE  GREATER  . 
4  ,  JPORTION  OF  $HE  ULNA. 

By  •  Wrtufftjt  Mc.  fiww,  Beq»,  House  Surgeon  fen 
the'  Chester  Infirmary,  and  Surgeon  to  Chester 
•Castle,  Ac. 

(Read  before  the  TrovincTal  Medical'  and  Surgical 

Association,  August  8,  1844.) 

.  TlMmas  6rin^(hv  *ged  19,  apprentice  to  a  marble 
,aaaeev  states  .that  in  the  beginning  of  February,  1843, 
teeee.ef  (he  men  were  lowering  a  large  block  of  stone, 
jse*}  he  -wee  assisting  them  with  a  crow-bar.  The 
,  stone  being  too  heavy,  came  down  suddenly,  and 
ksMifJrnri  fciaa  doqru,  his  right  arm  being  under  the 
ureawnttar*  from  which  he  could  not  get  released  until 
ajmitpan  was  removed,  which  was  done  aa  speedily  as 


Hewwa^.kjwever^tp  continue  his  employment. 

Itm  a  Jbrtajgfct  after,  tjboug))  complaining  much  of  his 

-MeVyhiih  wee  very  painful  .and  a  little  swelled.    He 

eypUed  to  tsnrgeon,  who  ordered  leeches  tpthis  arm, 

end  afterwards  .cojd  applications,  with  rest.      This 

.treatment  wee  followed  up  for  &  w,eek.    The  leech 

-Mem  heeame  a  #ttle  inflame^  but.  after  soothing  ap- 

fjiesiiom)  gpjt  better,  .fte.  arm.  being  much,  rejjevedJ 

jiiti  eyes  then  became  inflamed,  and  the  attention  of 


his  medical  attendant  was  chiefly  directed  to  team,' 
the  arm  being  allowed1  to  rest. 

In  May,  his  eyes  gradually  got  better,  but  his  arni 
again  became  very  painful,  red,  and  swelled.  Bfc 
tering  and  other  topical  applications  were  used  noli) 
August,  when  he  was  recommended  to  try  sea  bathing  j 
after  a  time  however,  he  returned  home,  without 
having  received  any  benefit. 

Shortly  after  Christmas  an  abscess  on  the  outer  side 
of  the  arm  burst,  and  discharged  freely,  poultices  sad 
fomentations  being  applied  daily. 

In  the  beginning  of  March,  1044,  he  applied  to  ma 
to  know  whether  anything  could  be  done;  his  general 
health  was  giving  way  rapidly,  as  evinced  by  ngbt 
perspirations,  loss  of  appetite,  and  muscular  power, 
under  the  irritation  and  discharge  from  the  arm,  which 
presented  the  following  appearance : — 

About  an  inch  above  the  right  wrist  there  was 
a  large  sloughing  ulcer,  extending  half  way  reuse' 
the  arm,  exposing  the  shaft  of  the  nine  A»  tbr 
extent  of  rather  more  than  an  inch*  the  exposed 
portion  of  bone  having  e  whitish*-  worm-eaten  appear* 
ance.  The  skin  and  cellular  tissue  for  a  considerable 
space  around  the  ulcer  were  of  e  dull  livid  cojeer, 
and  the  muscles  so  matted  together  as  to.  p*vnjft 
motion  of  the  wrist  and  haneV  which  was  half  oJoeti 
The  margin  of  the  ulcer  was  ragged,  and  ha/L'ja 
irritable  «nd  angry  appearance,  and  warcaWsjaifr 
sensitive  end  painful.  Tim  ulcerative  .ncocess.ea? 
rapidly  extending  itself  round  the  ersa. ,  fcejal 
sinuses cc^nmunicaMd  with  tim  ulcer-,  inosw^efBces 
could  be  passed  along  the  bone  near  to  t^ejecjeamu 
another  passed  down  close  to  the  articulation  of  Ike 
wrist.,  ,  p) 

.  The  discharge,  from  the  ulcer  wee  extremely  ofnv 
sivfranAtf  ath^whitisico^  .        i ;  »• 

Pefore,  adopting  .any  operative  pr^ce^j^  tistaj*. 
^mre^uij^Wheput  in  order.  Jfo  dig««Mre  ccsam 
were  carefully  attended  to*  and  Guanine  aasaismlsnaj 
arise  anlnharic  acid,  which  imncoved  his  smmiiii  sad 
reload  the  night  perspifations  j.atill  it  wes^.ayiriasf 
the  system  could  only  be  temporarily  benefitted  sa 
long  aa  the  source,  of  irritation,  remained . 

After  .mature  deliberation  I  proposed  to  iemofe;$b# 
diseased  portion  of  bone,  which  he  willingly  snJbiniUe| 
to.  Before  doing  so,  I  had  written  to  my  friend^ftn- 
feesor  Fergesson,  of  King's  College,  as  40  the  propriety 
of  removing  the  bone  at  its  articulation  at  the.  w*js£ 
if  it  should  be  found  that  the  disease  {md  not  exteaged* 
so  low.  He,  in  reply,  advised  ;tne  to  remove  theajtfr 
culating  surface,  as  there  might  be  a  possibility,  if 
that  small  portion  only  was  left,  that  it  might  die  for 
want  of  nutrition* 

.    Coinciding  in  his  opinion,  on  the  1,5th  of  March  I 
proceeded  in  the  following  manner : — 

The  patient  being  seated  in  an  arm  chair,  an,eepjs> 
ant  held  the  arm  semiflexed*  ami  vj^.^VfPS1011 
scalpel  I  carried  an  incision  frpm,  the.  "1^,vfam$f 
ulcer  alomj  the  .outer  edge  of  the  ulna,  to 'ejjpft 
inches  of  the  point  of  the  olecranon..  The  ho^.bejflg 
my  guide,  I  dissected  away  the  aiUc£menti}ef  fk« 
muscles  first  along  the  outer,  and  then  along  tU 
inner  edge  of  the  bone,  making  in  fact  two  .fy^. 

The  diseased  portion  of  bppfc,beimr.  now  exfiOSflL10 
the  extent  of  three  inches,  ^fn  ^.tt^nner^nj[ 
ulcer,  the    periosteum  was  here  Jogm)  vegj 
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cuiM-nor  incision  4  little  |ughcr  up,  until  it  appeared 
P«rfjNSt) yr  healthy,  fen  nest,  step  wu  to  divjde  the 
bee*.  This;  I  attempted  to  do  with  a  pair  of  Listen's 
boa*  forceps,  hevjag  fiwt  made  a  notch  in  the  bone 
with  *  ssseU  eesr;  unfrrtunajtely  however  in  my 
attempt,***  of  ton  blades  of  the  forceps  fare  way. 
I  had  inimednile  jeeoiinse  to  one  of  Hey'e  crown  saws* 
uasjah  w«*  at  hand,  an  assistant  holding  down  the 
flap*;  tha  bona  was  with,  tome  difficulty  sawn  through. 
Tha  next  step  was  to  disarticulate  the  bone  at  the 
waists  thav  there  wat  little  difficulty  in  doing.  An 
iamamn  was  carried  down  from  the  lower  end  of  the 
utter  at  a  dimet  line  with  that  made  up  the  arm  to 
the  head  of  the  metacarpal  bone  of  the  tittl*  flnenr, 
the  tendons  of  the.  flexor  and  extensor  muscles 
being  carefully  eeparated  from  their  attachments  on 
the  anterior  and  posterior  aspect.  The  knife  was 
peipeneu^aUariy.  betwixt  the  radios  and 


the 
of  the 
now  little  left  hot  the 


and  the 
fibro-caroJage.    There 
of.thewteroa- 


A  copper  spatnla  baring  been  paused  easier  the  db- 
articidated  end  of  the  bone,  by  gently  lesehsg  ft  there 
was  raort  freedom  allowed  for  caremtty  saeeenting  the 
pfcee  out,  which  was  dona  withont  woanding  anylanm 
artery;  one  small  vessel  only  wee  diriawn,  a 
lromthemtar<nnealtbQtthe 
so  trifling  as  not  to  ro^oJre 
of  very  thickened  periosteum  were  dissected  ont  of 
Aebdttonrof  the  wou*d\ 

The  edges  of  the  Incision  at  the  wrist  were  brought 
^rther.  with  adhenre  plaster.  As  there  was  reason 
is)  suppose ['from  the  tolerabry  healthy  state  of  part* 
that  union  wotfd  take  place  by  the  nrstl  intention,  the 
upper  portion  of  the  wonvd  was  filled  nprwMfc  dry 
Hrit  The  patient  was  then  pot  to  bed'wfth  Bb  arm 
prorjated,  and  rcstShg  upon'  a  high  pillowy  and  00H 
water  dressing  applied.  He  bore  the  operation  very 
well;  little  more  than  three  ounces  of'  blood  were  lost 

8  a.m.  on  the  day  of  operation.  Has  been 
fo|erah)yj«asy>  and  slept  at  intervals  in  the  afternoon, 
rather  thirsty,  pulse  80.  To  hare  fifty  drops  of 
lano^^mimmeiutely. 

March  16tb,  10  a.ro.  Has  slept  between  three  and 
four  hours  in  the  early  part  of  the  night,  and  has  been 
Staring,  this  morning.  Does  not  complain  of  pain  in 
tkfearm;  poise  90,  regular,  rather  f nil ;  face  a  little 
flushed  J  Ipuguemois.t,  and  a  litUe  furred  in  the  centre, 
which  has  beep  so  for  some  months.  No  thirst; 
Jmwels  ncjt  open.  To  hare  tea  and  bread  and  butter, 
^rrqwroot  if  he  wants  it.    Continue  wet  cloths. 

8  p jo.  Has  been  easy  during  the  day ;  no  great 
pain  in  the  arm,  no  swelling ;  pulse  100 ;  slept  none ; 
hejwssametJiaMfie^*^  To 

hare  fifty  drops  of  Isncturt  of  opium  in  the  night  if 
he  does  not  sleep,  end  cold  spirit  lotion  applied. 

17tb,  10  pjn.  Lest  night  about  half-past  ten,  he 
complained  of  griping  pain  in  his  bowels ;  the  draught 
was  administered,  which  procured  him  immediate 
relief,  and  a  good  night's  rest,  baring  slept  six  hours. 
Pulse  100,  but  regular  and  sharp.  Heet  of  skin 
;  no  great  thirst;  bowels  not  open;  does  not 
of  ranch    nam  in 


pl|gty  d^echa»  of  matter  from  the .  edges  of  tha 
wound.  To  bare  half  ah  ounce  of  castor  oil  imme- 
diately. •  »  • 

8p.o>  Has  had  his  bowels  opened  twice  with  tlm 
castor  oil*  arm  easy ;  has  slept  two  hours  in  the  after- 
noon ;  was  a  little  chilly  when  he  awoke.  Pulse  itife, 
and  sharp.  To  hare  forty-fire  drops  of  tincture  pf 
opium  in  the  night,  if  he  does  not  sleep. 

18th.  He  took  the  draught  in  the  nifht,  and  s|ept 
nearly  eight  hours.  Perspired  a  little  in  the  morning. 
Pulse  100.  The  dressings  were  for  the  first  time 
removed;  a  considerable  quantity  of  pus,  followed; 
wound  looks  healthy ;  no  hemorrhage.  Dressed  with 
dry  lint  as  before,  brought  round'  with  a  few  strips  of 
plaster. 

8  p.m.  Has  slept  two  hours  in  the  afternoon ;  arm 
easy*  To  hare  fifty  drops  of  tincture  of  opium  at  bed 
time. 

search  18th,  Has  had  a  good  night*  and.  feels  rery 
comfortable.  No  swelling  or  uneasiness  in  the  arm* 
Pulse  100.  Perspired  freely  in  the  night)  dieseine; 
removed*  iro  hemorrhage  *iroojid  looks  healthy, and 
grennletieos  springing  up  around  the  eijge  of  the  old 
ulcer.    Pressed  with  dry  lint. 

2(Hh.  Has  not  had  a  good  njgbt,  baring  been  with- 
out his  draught;  bowels  open  ;  dressing  removed; 
free  discharge  of  pus  of  a  healthy. .  c|iaractej;; 
bare  and  there  alJajit  union  had  taken  njace  betwu^. 
the  lips  of  the  wound,  these  were  broken  np  in  ojrckr 
to  allow  of  the  free  escape  of  matter.  Tobedreaaed 
wit^4rylintas  before,  and  covered  over  witfc  Map 

21st.  Going  on  favourably. 

23rd.  Has  had  two  good  nights  without  any  draughts. 
9owel*  open;  pulse  88;  no  perspirations;  tongne 
dean  and  moist ;  ho'  tenderness  or  swettttg  of  tiW  arm. 
The  granulations  are  healthy,  and  'tne'  'AuftlMigd 
moderate.  Hie  incision  at  the  Wrist  nearly  fifedty. 
To  be  strapped  as  before.  Obiupto  da^  W  have  his 
bed  changed. 

25th.  Sleeps  well;  no  perspirations;  wound  looks 
very  healthy ;  no  uneasiness  In  the  arm.  To  'nave 
meat  diet,  and  a  pint  of  porter  daily. 

26th.  Sleeps  well;  bowels  open ;  tongue  dean  and 
moist;  no  perspirations;  wound  at  the  wrist  nearly 
healed.  There  is  a  little  discharge  from  the  end  of  the 
bone,  which  appears  more  prominent  than  usual,  but 
has  plenty  of  covering.  The  arm  was  freely  extended, 
which  gave  him  no  pain. 

27th.  Only  feels  a  little  stiC  The  arm  can  be  put  in  a 
state**"  pronation  or  aupinatjon without  any  niieasinesn. 
The  arm  to  be  placed  in  the  same  aemifiex  pontic*!, 
but  a  Uttfc  morn  extended.  Continue  his  meat  diet, 
and  porter, 

28th*  Pulse  84}  slept  well;  has  had  some  pain 
iloagtoenimtpaitof^arm,  fromtht  altered  posir 
tipn  and  aaovsanent  yetterclay.  To  be  ttranped  as 
be****,  but  without  any  lint,  and  the  arm  to  be  more 


April  1,  Wound  looks  heathy;  complain*  of  pajp 
at  tne  end  of  the  hone.  Got  up  to-day  for  several 
k«uie,.sftssfe  weW,  and  mkes  hia  food  wetf. 

4th,  Bottom  of  the  wound  filling;  up,  and  very  much 
contracted.  The  edges  of  the  old  ulcer  appear  irri- 
table and  painfuL  To  hayejthem  touched  with  the 
nitrate  of  silver;  can  pronate  and  supinjie  the  tiamj 
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EXCISION  OP  THE  GREATER  PORTION  OP  THE  ULNA. 


himself.  The  fingers  are  rather  stiff. '  The  incision  at 
the  wrist  perfectly  healed.    Health  very  good. 

.  Ztb.  Wound  continues  improving ;  the  edges  of  the 
old  ulcer  still  painful,  but  look  more  healthy.  Nitrate 
ofnttver  applied  to  them.  Has  perspired  a  little  the 
last  two  nights.  Complains  a  little  of  sore  throat ;  is 
a  little  feverish :  bowels  open.  To  steam  his  throat 
with  hot  water  frequently. 

9th.  Sore  throat  better;  the  edges  of  the  ulcer 
appear  irritable ;  the  discharge  is  unhealthy,  and  the 
ulceration  is  extending  over  the  skin  in  the  under 
surface  of  the  arm.  To  have  it  fomented  frequently 
with  warm  water,  and  linseed  poultice  applied  for  a  few 
days. 

12th.  Since  the  poultice  has  been  applied,  the  wound 
has  discharged  freely.  The  edges  of  the  ulcer  look 
dean  and  more  healthy.  Poultice  to  be  discontinued, 
and  the  would  strapped  as  before. 

14th.  Ulcer  healing  rapidly.  Surface  very  much 
contracted,  and  new  skin  forming.    Says  he  feels  in 


2Mb.  Has  been  walking  out  daily  since  last  report, 
and  came  down  to  die  surgery  to  have  it  dressed  with 
plaster.  The  granulations  are  now  nearly  on  a  level 
with  the  edges  of  the  wound,  which  has  to  day  an 
irritable  and  erysipelatous  appearance,  brought  on,  I 
Imagine,  from  some  injudicious  friend  giving  him  wine. 
To  have  a  poultice  applied,  and  to  take  some  aperient 


Prom  this  period  the  edges  and  parts  around 
the  old  ulcer  alternately  progressed  and  retrograded. 
During  the  whole  progress  of  the  case  the  pus  secreted 
from  the  ulcer  was  very  similar  to  what  is  seen  in  open- 
ing a  scrofulous  abscess  of  the  neck. 

Until  the  beginning  of  June,  a  variety  of  topical 
anphcations  were  used  without  much  benefit.  Amongst 
these  I  may  mention  solutions  of  sulphate  of  zinc, 
sulphate  of  copper,  black  wash,  and  the  nitrate  of 
silver  in  pencil,  with  a  view  of  altering  the  character 
of  the  tore,  attention  at  the  same  tame  being  directed 
to  the  digestive  functions,  with  generous  diet;  strap- 
ping with  soap  plaister,  and  bandaging  the  arm,  were 
found  on  the  whole  most  efficacious. 

The  incisions  made  with  the  knife  being  at  this 
time  healed,  be  was  sent  to  the  sea  side,  and  ordered 
to  bathe  the  arm  in  salt  water.  There  he  remained 
five  weeks,  and  returned  with  the  sore  quite  healed, 
and  in  perfect  health. 

9  Rbmaeks. 

I  think  it  is  pretty  evident  from  the  early  history 
of  the  case,  that  the  bone  had  received  serious 
injury,  and  although  he  was  able  to  follow  his 
employment  for  some  time  after  the  accident,  no  doubt 
there  was  a  considerable  degree  of  inflammation  of 
the  bone  and  periosteum  going  on.  We  are  well 
aware  that  bone  generally  speaking  is  very  slow  in 
taking  on  diseased  action,  but  there  was  here,  besides 
the  injury,  a  scrofulous  diathesis  to  combat  with,  which 
merely  required  some  external  agency  to  produce  its 
development.  We  see  too,  how  in  such  a  constitution 
diseased  action  may  suspend  itself,  and  attack  a  more 
distant  organ,  and  after  a  time  return  to  the  seat  of 
tjwr  original  mischief. 

With  regard  to  the  operation,  1  may  remark  that  the 

riimVuhv  afrtonHifw  rh»  AfvfetAn  nf  fh*  Hnn»  warn,  tndft* 


pendent  of  its  enlargement,  much'  increased,  vwftuj  to  • 
the  blade  of  the  forceps  gMmj  way,  and  though  It 
would  have  materially  shortened  the  operation,  I 
much  question  if  I  could  have  accomplished  my  object 
with  them.  I  found  Hey**  saws  answer  every  purpose, 
though  tedious  in  their  operation ;  the  only  danger 
likely  to  accrue  from  their  use,  is  when  having  nearly 
divided  the  whole  thickness  of  bone,  they  might,  If 
caution  were  not  used,  suddenly  pass  through  snur 
divide  the  ulnar  artery  which  is  lying  close  to  it.  It  is  • 
better  therefore  to  finish  the  division  with  the  forcepa. 
Velpeau  had  a  case  in  which  he  was  anxious  to 
remove  the  radius  for  disease  entirely  leaufctod  to 
that  bone,  but  the  patient  would  not  submit  to  the 
operation,  and  had  her  arm  amputated.  In  his  book, 
(Nouv.  Elem.  de  Med.  Oper.,  Tome  U)  he  nacouunends 
a  chain  saw  to  be  placed  under  the  bone,  by  means  of 
a  director,  and  the  hone  to  he  sawed  through,  and  if 
there  was  not  room  for  its  use  by  the  longitudinal 
incision,  that  a  transverse  one  should  he  made.  I 
have  never  used  the  chain  saw,  nor  seen  it  need* 
though  much  has  been  written  about  its  applicability 
in  such  cases,  hut  I  should  much  question  the  pro- 
priety of  its  use  in  any  case. 

The  removal  of  portions  of  the  shafts  and  extre- 
mities of  bones  extending  into  joints,  is  now  a  matter, 
of  common  occurrence,  hut  the  resection  of  the  whole 
thickness  of  any  of  the  long  bones  for  necrosis,  is 
extremely  rare.  I  am  not  aware  that  any  case  has. 
in  this  country  at  least,  nor  can  I  find 
which  so  much  bone  has  been. 


The  disease,  as  you  will  perceive  in  the  specimen 
before  you,  is  extensive,*  and  extends  close  to  the 
articular  extremity,  and  though  the  heads  of  long; 
bones  are  alow  in  taking  on  diseased  action,  it  would^ 
in  this  instance  soon  have  been  affected,  and  though 
the  head  of  the  bone  is  not  anatomically  connected 
with  the  wriat  joint,  there  is  every  reason  to  fear  that 
or  later  the  limb  would  have  required  empu- 


You  will  be  able  to  judge  of  the  present  appearance 
of  the  limb  by  this  cast.  Tne  arm  is  small  certainly, 
but  the  muscles,  although  wasted  very  much,  have  a 
very  considerable  degree  of  power,  indeed  the  youth 
haa  been  daily  exercising  it  in  rowing  about  on  the 
river :  he  can  pronate  and  supinate  the  hand,  can  flex 
and  extend  the  fingers  readily,  and  has  free  motion  at 
the  wrist. 

I  may  mention  that  in  operating  upon  a  case  of  a 
similar  kind,  I  would  strongly  recommend  that  after 
the  excision  of  bone,  the  hard  and  irregular  edges  of 
the  ulcer  should  be  carefully  pared :  it  would  contri- 
bute materially  in  hastening  a  cure,  and  I  am  con- 
vinced had  this  been  done  in  the  case  just  recorded, 
that  a  cure  would  have  been  sooner  effected. 

•  The  preparation  and  a  cast  of  the  limb  taken  after  the 
restoration  to  health  were  exhibited. 
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GMK  OP  INTRA-UTBUNE  TUMOUR. 
<*  ByT.Osi*mWARD,M.D.  v 

TO  TUB  EDITOR  OF  TBB  PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND 

surgical  journal. 
Sir, 
I  beg  le**e  to  forward  to  you  the  enclosed  commu- 
nisntion,  which  I  received  last  week,  with  the  desire 
that  it  should  be  sent  to  you, 

And  I  remain,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
WILLIAM  THOS.  HAMILTON. 
Birkenhead,  August  6th,  1844. 

Having  read  in  the  Provincial  Journal  of  yesterday 
your  case  of  Intra-uterine  Tumour,  I  venture  to  send 
you  an  imperfect '  history  of  a  somewhat  similar  case 
that  I  nave  met  with,  in  the  hope  that,  by  comparing 
notes,  we  may  be  enabled  to  throw  some  light  upon 
Ike  nature  and  origin  of  these  formations. 

In  February  last  I  was  requested  to  see  a  poor 
woman,  aged  45,  who  was  said  to  he  dying,  when  I 
found  her  suffering  from  violent  and  almost  incessant 
purging  and  vomiting  of  a  yellow  feculent  fluid,  like 
thin  gruel,  in  alternate  attacks,  recurring  every  two  or 
three  days.  She  was  muck  wasted ;  complexion  like  a 
gipsy's,  eyes'  staring,  countenance  anxious,  tongue 
furred  and  dry,  incessant  thirst,  pulse  rapid  and  feeble. 
Besides  the  vomiting,  she  complained  of  intense  pain 
over  the  whole  abdomen,  which  wan  exquisitely  tender 
to  the  touch.  The  lower  part  from  the  navel  was 
occupied  by  a  firm  round  tumour,  without  fluctuation, 
though  rather  elastic,  and  sounding  dull  on  percussion. 
She  told  me  she  had  been  twice  married ;  had  one 
child  by  her  first  husband,  and  miscarried  about  six 
months  before ; '  since  then  she  had  been  regular,  till 
aboutthree  moothe  ago,  when  she  first  perceived  a  small 
t«aowinhtfltftnm*,WBJ*^ 
till  it  acquired  its  present  sine  and  place ;  and  during 
this  time  her  health  had  become  impaired,  though  her 
present  symptoms  were  only  of  three  weeks  continuance. 
There  was  some  discrepancy  between  her  account  and 
that  of  her  husband  and  neighbours  respecting  the 
first  appearance  of  the  tumour  and  her  last  menstrual 
period,  tor  she  seemed  to  have  lost  her  recollection  in 
n  great  degree,  and  was  often  delirious.  On  examine* 
tion,  per  vaginam,  I  found  the  os  uteri  smooth,  firm,  and 
closed,  projecting  forwards  into  the  vagina,  as  though 
the  body  were  pressed  down  into  the  hollow  of  the 
sacrum,  but  there  was  oo  indication  of  the  presence  of 
any  tumour  in  connexion  with  the  uterus,  nor  did  it 
give  the  idea  that  it  was  enlarged.  Hie  form  of  the 
tumour,  its  position,  and  the  closure  of  the  os  uteri, 
together  with  the  recent  nuecar^^  of  the 

menses,  induced  an  opinion  that  it  might  be  a  case  of 
pregnancy,  or  hydatids,  or  serous  cysts,  while  the 
woman's  account  of  its  origin,  and  the  ideas  of  her 
husband  and  her  friends  rendered.it  more  probable 
that  it  was  ovarian  disease  j  at  the  same  time  the 
extreme  pain  and  tenderness,  the  vomiting  and  purging, 
with  fever  and  delirium,  led  me  to  suspect  it  might  he 
r  the  peritoneum,  though  the  altered 
wan  indicative  of  cancer.  Not  being 
satisfied  with  any  of  these  reasonings,  and  believing 
that  if  not  relieved,  she  would  die  in  a  few  days,  as  I- 
found  medicine  had  no  power  to  arrest  the  vomiting1 


I  determined  to  explore  the  nature  «l 
the  tnmoar  with  a  small  trocar,  thinning,  that  if  thane 
were  a  foetus  or  mole,  it  would  be  expelled,  and  than 
only  one  life  might  be  sacrificed,  and  tf  a  cyst,  it  wonld 
be  evacuated. 

The  instrument  seemed  to  pan  intoanrmssmumnna; 
and  upon  withdrawing  the  trocar,  about  half  a  pint  est 
rather  gelatinous,  brown  fluid  followed,  when  tan 
canula  became  obstructed  by  a  white  greasy 
resembling  that  which  covers  the  bodies  of 
infants,  and  like  that  consisting  of  qntMss* 
The  operation  gave  great  relief  to  all  the  sj 
a  time,  but  tbey  recurred  in  about  ten  day*,  with  their 
former  obstinacy,  though  not  with  equal  violence.  Mm 
then  became  an  inmate  of  the  poor-house,  and  died  at 
the  end  of  March.  Her  body  waseocamined,  and  the 
gentlemen  who  presided  gave  me  the  following  account « 
—There  were  only  slight  vestiges  reinsuring  of  tan  left  > 
ovary;  the  os  uteri  was  quite  scirrhous,  but  not 
ulcerated  nor  tuberculated.  The  uterine  canty  was 
filled  with  a  white  steatomatosis  matter,  containing  a 
lock  of  hair.  There  was  no  appearance  of  a  cyst,  nor 
any  fluid  round  it,  and  the  uterine  wall  varied  from 
l-4th  to  1-Sth  of  an  inch  in  thickness.  Thai 
as  large  as  a  child's  head  of  a  year  old.  1m 
adhered  to  the  uterus,  but  there  mere  no  nmejnt  of 
peritoneal  inflammation,  nor  any  adhmdon  of-  tan 
uterus  to  the  abdominal  parietes  at  the  place  whose 
it  had  been  punctured.  1  ought  to  add  that  the 
gentleman  who  conducted  the  inspection  knewi 
of  the  history  of  the  ease  previous  to  the 
the  patient  into  the  peor*bouse. 

Tine  case  presents  several  points  of  mtereevboth 
physiological  and  practical.  * 

1.  I  am  not  aware  that  any  person  has  noticed  that 
the  white  substance  that  covers  new-born  infants  con* 
sists  mamry  of  epithelial  scales,  mingled- with  a  snpo> 
naceoua  matter;  and  it  appears  to  me  that  if'  you  can 
find  them  among  the  steatomatous  mam  described  an 
your  letter,  it  will  go  far  to  prove  that  they  are-  not  a 
product  of  the  foetal  epidermis,  but  a  uterine  seercv 
tion.  This  point  you  will  easily  ascertain  by  a  com* 
parison  of  the  two,  with  the  aid  of  a  microscope  of 
ordinary  power.  •    • 

2.  It  also  establishes  the  fact,  that  the  distended 
uterus  may  be  punctured,  and  some  of  its  contents 
withdrawn,  not  only  without  producing  any  expulsive 
efforts,  but  with  decided  relief  to  the  symptoms  arising 
from  that  distension ;  for,  as  there  were  no  mark!  of 
peritoneal  or  other*inflammation,I  cannot  but  consider 
that  the  tenderness,  pain,  vomiting,  purging,  and  pros- 
tration, were  sympathetic  only  of  the  uterine  irritation, 
and  that,  not  of  the  oa  tineas  which,  though  scirrhous, 
was  never  prominently  painful,  but  of  the  body  of  the 
womb. 

3.  The  presence  of  a  lock  of  hair  proves  that  there 
must  have  been  a  nisus  formativus  in  the  first  instance  ; 
and  if  we  suppose  that  this  produced — as  is  likely- 
increased  action  in  the  uterus,  the  researches  of  Mr. 
Addison  would  in  some  degree  support  the  notion, 
that  the  action  of  an  effete  uterus  might.be  abnormal, 
and  that  a  vast  formation  of  epithelial  scales  instead  rff 
the  ordinary  membranes,  might  be  the  result;  or, 
what  is  more  propable  perhaps,  that  the 
enveloping  the  tuft  of  hair  received  noj 
tbentenis,wJiitetheenitheuRla 
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ffft'Witn  ne  cant ef  uterine  serous  cystr  share  this 
ease  occurred,  te  bc.enabfed  to  murk  wMharlWr 
surface  edatnits  eJMiefial  scales. 

4.  The  secretion  of  epithelium  in  thin  cane  must  have 
nmnnnbmom,  for  mil  parties  agreed  that  tbe  tumour 
eeuMuot  have  been  above  five  months  in  acquiring 
Ursine,  when  Ita*  saw  her. 
8.  The  agseof  both  cases  ague*  with  that  of  most 
1  haw  remarked  with  uterine  serous 
,  which,  ln>elhe  {treses*,  I  look  upon  as  the  last 
,  of  the  reproductive  function  preTions 
to  Its  perfect  cessation. 

6.  Use  etrossjlp  marked  symptoms  of  UphwAstage 
ef  peritoneal  uvmiaav4i*a,  before  whet  used  to  be 
ssrtnud  thestsgeef  annates*,  might  have  induced  me 
to  use  powerful  antiphlogistic  treatment*  had  I  seen 
nerbefore  her  strength  became  exhausted;  and  yet 
I  should  have  committted  a  grievous  error;  and  this, 
smwithstendiug  1  tried  to  guard  against  mistake, 
by  varying  my  mode  of  pressure,  seatnrfem  artem, 
over  the  tumour  and  other  parts  of  the  abdomen. 
The  chest  was  not  tender.     By  the  way,  let  n*  ask 

t  you  find  gangrene  in  alt  eases  oimwdperito* 
rthe  pain  subsides  before  death?    Imnetsay 
I  duns*;  end  even  after  theopeiwuon  for  hernia,  the 
i  is  rarely  very  ceteqsiv*  where  iterate  at  all, 
r  eflunUy  so  an  the  erteaaesg  inflaminnfinn, 

7.  The  swjis  alternating  wish  celnqnative  diarrheas, 
newel  Iim  si  disease  of  she  bowels  (if  —  except  the 
enveshwmcf  the  tectum  tothe  uterus,)  is  also  interest- 
ing, particularly  as  neither ,  eyvnptasn  was  relieved  by 
any  nnuje  ejf  tgnjamanp,  eneapt  by  the  puncture  end 
unloading  of  the  uterus, 

^  \  should  not  have  thought  my  single  case  worth 
uuj»jiafcius>  had  W*  the  similarity  of  yours,  and  the 
unnejr  of  nfr.  A4dison  appearing  in  the  same  number 
of  the  Jjournel,  induced  me  to  think  that  if  tbe  es> 
nnunatkmo/  your  pre^naration  supports  my  viewe>  this 
Jsfltnr, .  enrjehed  by  your  observations,  may  afford  an 
JnnwrtMng  cpnAtinVtjon  to  the  theoretic  portion  of  Mr. 
Addison's  valuable  writings  on  the  subject  of  nutrition. 
At  aliejpnfa  {  sfeall  feel  obliged  by  your  forwarding  it  to 
Dr.  $treeten,with  or  without  any  additions  of  your  own  ; 
njsjl  jfor  thus  troubling  you  I  must  plead  nan  omnia 


Your  obliged, 

T.  OOIER  WARD, 
ft,  RuumcroHace,  iUnsmeton, 
August  1, 1844. 
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WEDNESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  4,  1844.    ' 


Vte  last  week  inserted  some  observations  on  the 
'removal  of  all  restrictions  from  the  practice  of 
ujeiiirineby  uncmalined- and  uw^petem  persons, 
.wi^&ms  so  nrnnument  a  feature  of  Sir  James 
€hndsjejn»  flit.  In  our  present  number  will  be 
Awhd  m  «pvtsek«  of  dptniott  en  the  name  sub- 
^atf  e*  softie  other  parte  of  the  ttttaurt,  by 


two  in 

hnve  already  bean  held  mdiaVnfen*;  parte  of  I 
country.  It  is  a  fortunate  ctrpnjnntnnoe 
the  late  introduction  of  the  Bill  into  the  House  of 
Commons,  it  is  impracticable  that  it  should  dorian; 
this  Session  be  carried  through  ita  several  stages, 
sons  to  become  a  putt  of  the  law  of  atodanui 
Time  is  thus  allowed  for- a  consideration  of  ite  pss> 
visions  by  the  whole  medical  profession,  end  for 
the  expression  of  opinion  with  regard  to  the  merits 
or  demerits  of  the  lending  points,  end  on  the 
machinery  by  which  it  is  intended  to  be  rendered 
effective.  The  example  of  the  Wanricksbire  and 
the  Surrey  practitioners  will,  we  trust,  be  foBuwed 
by  the  members  of  the  profession  resident  in  other 
counties,  and  in  the  larger  and  more  populous 
towns,  and  it  cannot  be  doubted  but  that  the  j 
ral  agreement  which  we  behove  to 
aU  daasee  of  the  profession,  on  <artain  parts  of  the 
measure,  moat  have  some  effect. 

It  is  highly  desirable  that  this,  and  indeed  any 
measure  on  the  subject,  should  be  regarded  in 
the '  twofold  character  of  its  relation  to  the 
public  welfare,  and  ita  bearing  on.  the  jntrnmnja 
of  the  medical  probation*  The 
have  a  right  so  eipeot  that,  as  ferae  is 
with  the  former  of  these  c*jcets--tbe 
wdfare--taefr  own  views  of  the  matmgement  of 
their  own  concerns  should  be  at  least  contiderva1 
and  treated  with  respect.  No  extra-professional 
individual,  however  highly  he  may  te.atherssfse 
quajined,  is  oomneunt  to  juuge  of  what  is  frenyasjij 
oomfu^ibrtbjeragidatiensjf  nsaUera  of  i 
he  is  by  eatou£on,or  iaaherby  wunt^ofc 
and  due  information,  necessarily  ignorant  W± 
will  even  go  farther,  and  say  that  no  one  profes- 
sional person  can  of  himself  know  what  the  W&6 
of  the  whole  profession  require,  and  to  fellow  ot.tp 
guided  solely  by  the  opinion  of  Umojoav  prunti* 
toners  as  to  the  state  of 
the  reqmrementeof  medieal  polity'  in  I 
or  of  provincial  praethioners  as  to  the 
wants  of  metropolitan  towns,  must  inevitably  lev! 
to  error,  and  give  rise  to  dissatisfection. 

As  for,  therefore,  as  regards  the  internal  regula- 
tion of  its  concerns,  the  whole  medical  profeWcm, 
not  one  portion  of  ketone  aw  meanly  eneoe.tare 
selected  In&vidoais^ooghtio  bmmbemvmuitmlmnA 
have  a  right  to  be  beard.  As  fer  asto  pubfiewei- 
fere  is  concerned,although  the  Gove rumen?  mini  flat 
Legislature  may  possibly  be,  ceteris  nWtfsjs^'tfte 
hest  judges,  yet  do  we  think  that  true,  W^tqaji 
should  lead  those  in  power,  lo  listen  to<ti^£J$jp 
are  (better  ouaUted  to  fortn  an  ojaWpfei*  mm 

wvsrvnwnfss     snfr    l^gvAA  >wsWsnauK  4sW^aaJ^^a  lant^*  en^n^es^^s^aua'—.^hn? 

restraints  from  eetpirioB*|nu«tioe  websaevetebe 
more  detrimental,  to  be  fraught  with  more  < 
to  the  public  in  genera!,  than 
interests  of  the  medical  i 
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db  teooqrff  of  the  mischief  which  must  result  fo  the 
poorer  classes  and  to  children,  that  we  are  anxious 
to  see  some  effective  provision  for  the  suppression 
0/ quackery,  and  for  the  prohibition  of  the  adminis- 
tration of-  dangerous  and  powerful  medicines  by 
ignorant  of  their  use.  The  .uninformed 
the  wealthy  may  ohtaio  information,  if 
they  are  so  disposed,  and  can  at  any  rate  take  care 
of  themselves,  and  if  Members  of  Parliament,  who 
are  so  ready  to  cheer  tlie  withdrawal  of  all  check 
on  the  homicidal  administration  of  medicine,  are 
■desirous  of  retaining  the  privilege  of  swallow* 
iug  an  indefinite  quantity  of  Morispn's  pills  or 
any  cater  like  nostrum,  under  the  advice  of 
a  known  empiric,  by  all  means  let  them  have 
it*  Let  it  bo  made  a  privilege  of  Parliament, 
and  replace  the  franking  of  letters  if  it  so  please 
them ;  but  the  public  at  large  are  entitled  to  receive 
protection,  though  perhaps  too  ignorant  to  look  for 
it,  as  well  against  the  empiric  in  medicine,  as  against 
the  empiric  inlaw,— from  an  illiterate  and  unautho- 
rised traffic  in  health  and  life,  as  well  as  from  any 
otbar  species  of  swindling  $  and  it  is  precisely 
because  they  are  ignorant,  and  helplessly  ignorant, 
that  such  protection  is  required. 


LOCAL  BENEVOLENT  FUNDS. 

TO  THE  BDITOR  07  THE  PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND 
SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

May  I  be  permitted,  through  your  Journal,  to  offer 
a  few  remarks  upon  one  Or  two  of  the  subjects  that 
came  before  the  meeting  at  Northampton,  and  instead ' 
of  answering,  as.  I  once  thought  of  doing,  when  tne 
meeting  had  passed;  over,  Dr.  Conolry's  letter  of  the 
19th  of  Jury,  I  would  rather  propose  a  suggestion, 
whereby  we  may  an  agree  In  furthering  the  object 
which,  I  am  sure,  we  all  desire  to  obtain,  although 
perhaps  by  different  means. 

At  the  meeting  a  very  marked  difference  of  opinion 
manifested  itself  regarding  the  comparative  advantages 
of  a  general  central  fund,  or,  of  a  number  of  distinct 
local  charities.  Mr,  Martin  said,  that  in  many  conn* 
ties  there  already  existed  medical  benevolent  socie- 
ties; and  Dr.  Conoily  replied  that  in  many  counties 
there  were  no  such  local  charities,  both  of  which  state- 
ments were  undoubtedly  correct ;  but  why  should  the 
latter  statement  remain  longer  a  fact?  Surely  enough 
is  known  of  the  working  of  local  charities  to  enable 
every  district  to  have  its  own  benevolent  association ; 
and  although  I  must  still  consider. that  the  rYovindal 
Medical  and  Surgical  Association  would  have  greatly 
stepped  out  of  its  province  by  even  attempting  to  form 
a  compulsory  benevolent  fund,  still  I  conceive  that  the 
council  of  this  great  body  may  be  of  mncn  use,  through 
Its  district  branches,  by  suggesting  to  them  Die  pro- 
priety of  originating  local  charities  in  those  comities 
where  they  do  not  at  present  exist ;  benevolent  funds, 
whjch,  like  the  present  central  rand,  might  be  in  con- 
nection with,  although  constitutionally  distinct  from, 
the  Association.    At,  or  after  the  branch  meetings,  the 


affairs  of  their  several  associate*  charities  mttttTbe 
arranged* 'and  thus  the  inconvenience  of  havfftg  so 
attend  two  separate  meetings  would  be  prevented. 

In  reference  to  the  suggestion  of  a  grant  from  'the 
funds  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Associa- 
tion towards  our  benevolent  fuad,  we  know  that  there 
are  already  many  of  our  members  wHo  do  not  subscribe 
either  to  the  benevolent  fund,  or  to  local  charities;  if, 
however,  the  ^woctati**'*  find*  were  applied  to  the 
purposes  of'  charity,  would  not  this  offer  an  excuse  to 
these  very  men  for  $HU  withhholding  their  indmdasd 
support,  inasmuch  as  they  may  consider,  and  justly 
too,  that  the  Association's  funds  do  in  part  betsssg  to 
them ;  and  farther,  that  such  funds  have  been  subscribed 
for  the  express  purpose  of  benefitting  tne  subscribers, 
by  fusnismag  to  them  the  greatest  possible  amount  of 
medical  and  surgical  knowledge  at  the  least  possible 
expence,  and  thai  through  the  medium  of  a  weekly 
journal  and  an  annual  volume  of  transactions  ? 

Respecting  Dr.  Budd's  amendment  upon  my  motion, 
I  may  be  allowed  to  regret  that  I  had  it  not  in  my 
power  to  remain  to  the  termination  of  the  second 
days  meeting;  but  as  a  pretty  full  dceount  of  the 
discusssion  thereon  is  given  in  the  Journal,  Ithfak  that 
my  explanatory  letter  to  Dr.  Favdl  might  also  have 
appeared;  I  trust,  however,  that  the  Committer'  ap- 
pointed may  see  it  expedient  to^continue  a  weekly 
publication,  and  that  as  there  is  a  surplus  fund,  they 
may  recommend  its  application  for  the 'purposes  of 
the  extension  of  medical  and  surgical  science. 
I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  1NGUS, 
Halifax,  August  16, 1344. 


SIR  JAMES  GRAHAM'S  MEtflCAL  BILL. 

On  Thiiraday,  the  22nd  of  August,  lftW,  ti* 
medical  practitioners  of  the  county  of  Su*rfty,  assem- 
bled at  the  Coffee  liouae  at  Ensoan»  to  J)*,  pon. 
pose  of  taking  into  consideration  "A  BUM  for  the  betfer 
regulation  of  medical  practice  throughout  tite  united 
kingdom,"  which  the  Right  Hon.  the  Secretary  of 
State  foe  the  Home  Department  had  hoary  asussjated 
to  the  House  of  Commons :  Thomas  Martix,  JBae*, 

OF   RUIGATB,   IN  THX   ChAIX. 

Whereupon,  after  mature  deliberation,  it  was  pro- 
posed by  James  Stedman,  Esq.,  Of  Guilford,  and 
seconded  by  William  Chaldecotti  Efcq.,  of  Oortfaf, 
and  resolved  unanimously, 

That  this  meeting  views  with  disapprobation  the 
proposed  constitution  of  the  "  Council  of  Health, 
and  Medical  Education,'*  as  not  being  likely  to  pos- 
sess the  confidence  of  the  profession.  And  that 
this  meeting  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  itssurpriae 
and  regret,  that  no  general  practitioner  is,  by  tins 
bill,  proposed  to  be  appomnVd  on  the  CotrncH  of 
Health  and  Medical  Education,  Hereby  wluMAufc 
from  that  most  important  and  numerous  body  a  voice 
in  the  council,  from  which  it  is  proposed  should  email- 
ate  all  the  laws  and  regulations  which  wffl  have'  So 
important,  so  vital,  an  eifiect,  on  the  future  condition 
of  the  great  body  of  the  medical  practitioners  thro$n« 
out  the  united  kinadomr 
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SIR  JAMBS  GRAHAM'S  MEDICAL  BILL. 


Prspoiii  by  George  Fletcher,  Esq*,  of  Croydon,  and 
usomjeed  by  Peter  Martin,  Esq.,  of  Relate,  and 
resolved  oneniuiously, 

That  greatly  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  pro- 
fession, end  to  the  public  welfare,  would  be  the  remand 
of  all  restrictions  end  penalties  from  unlicensed  practi- 
tioners of  medicine,  which  the  repeal  of  the  Act  of  the 
55th  of  Geo.  III.  would  effect. 

Proposed  by  George  Hsrcourt,  Esq.,  of  Cherteey, 
and  seconded  by  George  Bottomley,  Bsq.,  of  Croydon, 
and  resolved  unanimously, 

That  so  satisfactorily  and  efficiently  have  the  court 
of  examiners  of  the  Society  of  Apothecaries  exercised 
their  powers  under  the  Act  of  1*15,  iu  gradualy  lasting 
she  scale  of  required  attainment  on  the  part  of  oandi~ 
ehtfrnferexaesiimtieo,  and  of  which  the  good  effects 
en  4m*  greet  body  of  general  practittonen  ase  manifest 
en  the  whose  world ;  that  the  present  meeting  is  of  opi- 
nion, tlmt  an  Art  te  amend  the  Act  of  1815,  by  which 
the  power  of  examining  and  licensing  the  general  prac- 
titioner should  be  retained  to  members  of  his  own 
grade,  with  protection  to  the  public,  and  the  profemion, 
from  evils  and  mischiefs  to  be  apprehended  from  the 
intrusion  of  unqualified  practitioners,  might  be  so  con- 
structed as  to  meet  every  present  difficulty,  and  attain 
*U  the  objects  sought  for  by  (he  ]irofessiott,  in  s^neral, 
sua  wins  and  prudent  lew  on  the  subject. 

Propesfd  by  John  Allan,  Bsq*  of  Epsom,  and 
ascended  by  Henry  Taylor,  Esq.,  of  Guildford,  and 
resolved  unamiously. 

That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  the  aforesaid 
bill  is  of  so  injurious  a  tendency  towards  the  medical 
profession,  as  well  as  to  the  whole  population  of  the 
country,  that  every  legitimate  means  should  be  used 
to  oppose  its  farther  progress  throngb  parliament. 

Proposed  by  Edward  Wallace,  Esq.,  of  Carahalton, 
and  seconded  by  George  Stilwell,  Esq.,  of  Epsom,  and 
resolved  unajumously, 

ITiat  under  present  circumstances,  every  member  of 
the  profession,  here  present*  pledges  himself  to  endea- 
-veur  to  impress  the  minds  of  members  of  both  houses 
of  parliament,  with  whom  they  may  come  into  conr- 
munication,  with  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  erroneous 
and  dangerous  nature  of  this  bill,  and  to  solicit  then- 
opposition  to  it. 

Proposed  by  W.  Chaldecott,  Esq.  of  Dorking,  seconded 
-by  John  Allan,  Esq.,  of  Epsom,  and  unanimously 
resolved, 

.  That  this  meeting,  feeling  assured  that  the  time  has 
arrived  when  it  behoves  every  professional— every 
.mmetal  practitioner  more  especially— to  enter  upon  a 
serious  examination  of  his  present  position,  and  of 
the  dangers  which  await  him  if  the  projected  measure 
of  the  Right  Hon.  Secretary  should  become  a  law, 
earnestly  requests  the  attention  of  their  professional 
brethren  to  the  following  observations. 

"  It  is  well  known  to  many,  perhaps  forgotten  by 
aofne»and  little  thought  of  by  others,  that  before  the 
year  1S15,  the  medical  profession  was  in  a  very  un- 
satisfactory state,  as  to  education  and  attainment. 
With  the  greater  number  of  its  then  practitioners,  it 
.wen.  mora  or  lea  of  the  nature  of  a  trade.  Much 
.ignorance  prevailed,  although  some  acute,  able,  and 
talented  men,  supported  the  credit,  and  maintained 
the  science*  and  usefulness  of  the  profession. 
To  a  proper  nnse  of  these  great  defects,  the  increas- 


ing  knowledge,  and  neecssities  of  the 
the  profession,  and  led  to  the  Act  of  1815. 

If  we  contrast  the  present  state  of  medicine  as  n 
science,  with  its  practical  results— the  knowledge  and 
acquirements  of  practitioners — the  safety  and  curative 
advantages  on  the  score  of  health,  relieved  soflerie&amf 
prolongation  of  life,  now  enjoyed  by  the  pubBe,  with 
the  general  state  of  the  jtrofeseion  previously;  the 
beneficial  changes  and  improvement  which  have  sunns  d, 
must  be  manifest  to  all,  who  are  ott  enough  to  rceaeas- 
ber  the  former  state  of  the  profemion,  and  capable  of 
appreciating  the  change. 

These  great  improvements,  there  csa  be  no  doubt, 
hare  teen  in  a  great  measure  effected  by  the  Act  of 
Parliament,  which,  with  all  its  acknowledged 
lections,  has  been  brought  to  bear  moot 
the  previously  imperfect  qualifications  of 
men,  and  on  the  km  apparent,  hut  more  is 
interests  of  the  public. 

Who  then  are  the  parties  that  have  through  good 
report,  and  evil  report,  from  1815,  to  the  present  time* 
carried  out  the  provisions  of  that  important  and  bene- 
ficial act  in  so  gradual,  but  judicious  and  effectual,  n 
manner?  These  parties  are  the  Society  of  Apothecaries. 
To  them  we  are  bound  in  honour,  and  good  feeling, 
and  from  a  sense  of  justice,  to  acoord  the  mend  of 
praise,  and  to  acknowledge  our  deep  and  lsStaagohhV 
gations. 

To  the  efficient  working  of  that  act  by  their  court 
of  examiners,  the  medical  men,  now  in 
owe  their  superiority  to  thd 
improved  and  more  extensive  education,  and  pro- 
fessional acquirement— and  their  mcreased  esthnstion 
in  public  opinion  and  regard. 

The  contemplated  measure  therefore,  denoting  ig- 
norance of  the  peat,  as  wallas  present,  stale  of  the 
profession ;  and  its  author  apparently  also  unqualified 
to  judge  of  the  future;  must  certainly  be  viewed  with 
alarm*  It  is  a  measure  which  coolly  throws  over- 
board, as  it  is  termed,  the  respectable,  conscientious, 
and  suocsssful  executive  of  a  difficult  and  important 
trust;  unsought  by,  be  it  remembered,  but  enforced 
upon  it,  by  Act  of  Parliament,  and  so  effectively  and 
ably  executed,  and  carried  out,  as  equally  to  sstonish 
by  its  results,  the  public  bodies  to  whose  superin- 
tendence it  was  first  offered,  and  by  whom  it  was 
declined;  and  the  Government  who  left  it  in  their 
charge. 

To  repeal,  therefore,  an  Act  of  Parliament,  which* 
with  all  its  imperfections,  has  such  acknowledged 
merits— which  affords  the  only  protection,  and  that 
very  small,  at  present  enjoyed  by  the  legally  recognised 
general  practitioner,  end  by  the  public,  appears  to  he 
absurd,  as  well  as  mischievous. 

Gentlemen  having  obeyed  the  law,  undergone  an 
expensive  and  laborious  education,  are  to  have  their 
only  safeguard  ruoely  swept  away;  and  unprincipled 
untested  men,  are  to  be  admitted  to  free  and  unim- 
peded competition  with  them,  as  candidates  for  public 
confidence.  The  public  in  general,  ignorant  of  medical 
affairs,  and  incapable  of  a  correct  judgment  as  to  pro- 
fessional qualification,  yields  credence  and  confidence 
to  the  ignorant,  unscrupulous,  and  artful  pretender. 

In  the  "  Statement*  lately  published  by  the  Society 
of  Apotliecaries,  upwards  of  fifteen  hundred  indivi- 
duals are  reported  to  have  been  rejected  by  the  4 
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of  examiners  on  the  scon  of  incompetency.  In  oilier 
words,  those  persons  were  considered  to  be  unworthy 
end  unfit  to  be  entrusted  with  the  cere  of  the  public 
health.  But  for  this  act  of  1815;  therefore,  fifteen 
hundred  Incompetent  practitioners  would  here  been 
let  loose  among  the  community  from  amongst  the 
regular  aspirants  to  medical  practice*  tossy  nothing  of 
the  nostmm-mongers  and  quacks-  who  would  immedi- 
ately .bare  made  their  appearance. 

In  resisting  the  contemplated  measure,  therefore,  we 
are  endeavouring  to  vindicate  the  best  interests  Of  the 
public,  es  well  as  those  of  the  profession. 

Thst  the  medical  polity  of  the  country  is  susceptible , 
of  greet  improvement,  we  are  well  assured,'  and  that 
many  highly  beneficial  measures  might  be  adopted,  as 
well  as  pernicious  regulations  done  away. '  Such 
constitute  a  legitimate  reform,  which  would 
with  our  earnest  and  cordial  support. '  Such 
would  elevate  still  more  the  legitimate  prac- 
titioner; would  render  him  still  more  useful  and  able 
in  the  exercise  of  bis  profession ;  and'  would  mitigate, 
if  they  could  not  do  more,  the  evils  of  empiricism. 

Believing  as  we  do,  that  such  advantageous  results 
might  fairly  be  expected  from  an  amendment  of  the 
net  of  1315,  by  an  extension  of  the  powers  of  the 
const  of  examiners,  and  such  other  improvements  as 
might  be  suggested,  we  would  on  this  important  occa- 
sion support  the  Society  of  Apothecaries,  and  offer 
them  our  strenuous  aid,  in  resistance  to  the  measure 
now  in  contemplation,  and  in  furtherance  of  all 
improvements,  of  which  the  present  act  might  be 
susceptible. 

We  would  therefore  strongly  recommend  immediate 
co-operation  with  that  Society,  on  the  grounds  of  pru- 
dence and  good  policy,  es  well  as  from  the  hlgfccy 
principle  of  gratitude  for  past  services ;  until  lately, 
too  little  appreciated,  and  too  grudgingly  acknow- 
ledged.    •  •        .  . 

Tue  members  of  the  profession  should  therefore 
endeavour  to  impress  on  the  minds  of  members  of 
both  bouses  of  Parliament,  the  important  bearings  of 
thft  medical  question,  oh  the  best  interests  of  the 
whole  people  to  instruct  them  on  the  danger  and 
impolicy  of  tampering,  injudiciously,  with  the  eduee- 
ttkm  and  the  interests  of  the  great  body  of  medical 
practttionerB— to  show  them  on  what  principles  medical 
legislation  should  proceed,  so  ss  to  be  advantageous  to 
the  public,  as  well  ss  to  the  profession—and  earnestly 
to  entreat  them  to  beware  how  they  .open  the  door  to 
dangerous  end  unprincipled  empirics;  whose  unop- 
posed entrance  would  be  so  injurious  to  the  true 
interests  of  the  legitimate  and  well  qualified  practi- 
tioner, and  so  Incalculably  dangerous  to  the  health  and 
well  being  ot  the  public." 

ALBERT  NAPPER,  of  Guildford, 

Secretary. 
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.  At /a  meeting  of  the  medical  profession  of  Lea* 
mtagton,  Warwick,  and  the  surrounding  districts,  con- 
vened for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the 
Injury  which  would  accrue  to  the  profession,  by  the 
rof  the  above  bill  in  its  present  form;  and  held 


at  the  Warnefaa  Hospital*  ] 
Dr.  Mionusren  m  the  Chair  j 

The  following  resolutions  were  unanimous^  •greed 
to:— 

1st.  Proposed  by  Dr.  Luard,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Prichard— 

That  this  meeting,  having  bed  their  i 
totheaewvhnoasof  a  BUI  whjeh 
to  the  House  of  Commons,  by  Sir  passes  ffithniUj  em 
teauh]cctofaee£celRe* 
uneosnutfonedlUpeoloftlmAp 
wouM  be  productive  of  great  evil,  oot)i  to  the  medical 
wee>ssion  and  the  public;  |>y  throwing  open  ih* prac- 
tice of  msdicme  And  surgery  to  unqualified  j 

2nd.  Proposed  by  Mr*  Jones,  seconded  by  Mr. 

That,  therefore,  this  meeting  do  agree  that  a ) 
shall  be  presented  to  the  House  of  < 
by  members  of  the  medical  psofesssnuof  , 
Warwick,  and  the  knmedJ 
that,  if  it  be  deemed  expedient  in  the  proposed  Bell -to 
repeal  the  Act  of  ISIS,  each  ienuuutive  fcsctomnti 
may  be  introduced  as  shall  prevent  nil  unqnsWfisd 
persons  from  engaging  in  the  practice  of  nmeacme  end 
surgery. 

3rd.  Proposed  by  Mr.  Prionard,  ascended  by  Or. 
Homer. 

That  it  is  expedient  that  every  member  of  the  ss> 
fession  should  exert  all  the  infiuenee  1m  sesf  Issue  with 
any  Members  of  Parliament,  for  the  furtherance  of  the 
prayer  of  this  petition.  . .    . 

4th.  Proposed  by  Dr.  Bourne,  ssoonded  by  Dr. 
Jephson-- • 

That  the  county  members  be  leepeetentty  ce^uesjlnd 
to  take  charge  of  this  petition,  and  to  use  tbek  best 
exertion*  for  its  success. 

5th.  Proposed  by  Mr.  Boulton,  seconded  up  Dr. 
Burman — 

That  this  meeting  is  desirous  of  expressing  ■  to  the 
Editor  of  the  Times  newspaper,  their  eeneeef  tb* pow- 
erful advocacy  of  the  interests  of  the  medtesi 
sum,  which  has  been  exhibited  in 
articles.of  that  paper. 

6th.  Proposed  by  Mr.  H.  L.  Smith,  sscondnA  Mc 
Watson— 

That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be  publiabcsj 
in  the  Tim*  newspaper,  the  Xenont,  and  M*Ufi*t 
Guztfte,  the  Jommal  qf  th*  Prwbttial  Mesansf  ami 
Surgical  AM90eiatumt  the  JHrminghmi  Herald,  and  the 
JuesawnpfOn  Spa  Cvancr. 

7th.  Proposed  Dr.  Jephson,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Prichard — 

That  the  best  thanks  of  this  Meeti  ng  be  given  to  the 
Chairman  for  his  efficient  conduct  in  the  chair. 

The  meeting  was  attended  by  between  forty  and 
fifty  medical  gentlemen  of  the  place  and  neighbourhood, 
whose  signatures  were  appended  to  the  subjoined 
petition,  among  whom  were — Dr.  Middletoo,  Dr. 
Jephson,  Dr.  Luard,  and  fifteen  other  resident  prac- 
titioners, of  Leamington ;  Dr.  Bourne,  Mr.  Bury, 
Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Overton,  and  Mr.  Barton,  from 
Coventry ;  Dr.  Thomson,  and  Mr.  Rice,  from  Stratford j 
Dr.  Burman,  from  Henley  5  Mr.  H.  L.  Smith  and  Mr. 
Welchman,  from  Sou&am;  Messrs.  Kimble,  tiosn 
Knowie ;  Mr.  RngUnd,  from  Welieseoarue  *  Br. 
Moneguenery,  from  Southern,  Ac.  Ac. 
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«'»■  JUW.,*n*  COHJfOMa   0*    WWT    nXJTAlH 
AMD  lEBLAVD  IN  P  AJUlAJfBlfY  AHBM»liSM> 

The  tffettifon  of  the  undersigned  Physicians,  Surgeons, 
and  Apothecaries  of  Leamington,  Warwick,  and  the 
surrounding districts,-— 

•  TlssVyour  petitionees; wtiilst  they,  hail  with satismo* 
Hon  those*  portions  of  fir  Jamee  Graham's  paopeeed 
«M*efcti  Reform  Bill,''  which  they  believe  u$R  lend 
td'exsHtht  cheraeesrof  their- profession;  have  read 
vfMft  sleep  regret,  and  one  Heeling  of  sntapsaiisftsseat, 
tftntfcltoee  in  th*  MHwhtoh,  by  rauealin*;  enMhresu* 
tect*f»«W^ments,  awdttfnoring  sat  restrictions  from 
the  peseta*  of  medioiae,  would,  open  the  profession 
|p  saw  individual,  however  uneducated  or  unqualified. 

Thutyonr  petitioners  xocognise,  in  the  legal  qualifi* 
t  present  nqnired.  id  those  who  would  practice 
or  surgery*  a  necessary  guarantee  to  the 
nnHJb  that  each,  pi*rt£thmets  are  competent  to  under* 
lafcwthn  highly  responsible  and  arduous  duties  of  their 
frissssripn;  and  a  just  protection  to  those  who,  by 
MUgea*  study,  and  at  a  very  great  expense,  hare  thus 
qualified  themselves. 

That,  aa*  in  framing  the  proposed  Bill*  it  has  been 
considered  expedient  that  certain  qualifications  shall  be 
required  in  these  ssw  members  of  the.  profession  who 
may  he  samoatad  to  any  public :  situations,  your  peti- 
tioner* would  luunbly  sujtout  to  tha  eoasideration 
of  your  Honourable  House,  the  more  urgent  necessity 
of  stfbrdiag  to  the  public  in  general,  in  the  fur  more 
extensive  field  of  private  practice,  the  nme  protection, 
wtteh  Ms  t****  very  wisely,  thought  necessary  for  the 
fonts**  of  hospitaU  and  workhouses. 

That  a  result,  which  your  petitioners  feel  assured 
srimld  be  deeply  deplored  by  your  Honourable  IJjouse, 
would  inevitably  follow  the  passing  of  the.  BUI  in  its 
ptuentform,  via. :  a  retrograde  movement  in  medical 
seietce  in  this  osuntry,  and  the  ultimate  destruction  of 
tbe^refpectabittty  of  the  ta^asssioa. 
<  Tour  teCtttcfeerj,  therefore,  now  appeal  to  .your 
Honourable  House,  in  the  confidence  that  their  interests 
ami  the  ptftHc  good  wBl  be  duly  considered  at  your 
hands,  and  they  respectfully,  but  earnestly,  entreat  that, 
Wit  be  deemed  expedient  to  repeal  the  Act  of  1815, 
your  Honourable  House*  will  see  the  Justice  of  enacting 
lome  other  law  whereby  the  public  may  be  protected, 
'afedf  the  interests  and  honour  *f  the  medical  profession 
efficiently  maintained.— And  your  petitioners  wlH  ever  j 
pray,  Ac. 
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Kept  at  Sidmoutb, 

By  Vf.  H.  CULLXN*  M.D*  Surgxow. 

Mean  of  External  Thermometer  at  9  a.m«  faJ97 

...... p.*.  58,74 

.......    the  Maxima,    ,    •    •    •  69*18  . 

•  ,    «  ..    . .  •    •     htinima,    •    •    •    .  54.40  . 

Mean  daily  range.    14.70 

Extreme  highest  on  the  29th    .....  73.75 

•  .       lowest,  on  the  17th  and  21st    .    .  48.50 

Extreme  range.    25.25 

Mean  Dewpoint  at  9    a.m.       '.'•••  '&**  ' 

i      •       ......  P.M.    •      ••••'  «*J»  * 

Mean  of  Barometer  at  9  a.m.   .....    *M0S' 

p.m *J»i 

Extreme  highest  on  the  21st '30  Aw 

.    .      lowest  on  the  4th               .    .    •  29354 ' 
Extreme  range.      .746 

Number  of  days  fine 19 

....    dull '5 

....     on  which  any  rain  fell      .  9 

Quantity  of  rain  in  inches 2.02s 

PREVAILING   WINDS. 
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KIMAftKB. 

The  mean  of  External  Thermometer  for  eight 
preceding  years*  6843, 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OP  SURGEONS. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Members  on  Friday,  August 
23rd,  1844:— G.  Leith;  J.  F.  Rowlands;  B.  H. 
Costerton;  T.  Pslmer ;  J.  Rider;  J.  H.  Dwyer  ; 
W.6.  Sedgwick;  R.  Brent. 


SYDENHAM  SOCIETY. 

the  writer  of  a  letter  from  Walsall  will  find  that 
She  sanostof  the  Sydenham  Society  is  circulated  with 
the  Volume  of  Sydenham's  Works  recently  issued. : 


BOOKS,  Ac.,  RECEIVED* 
.  Tim  Oeneral  Hospital,  Binniimham.  A  Letter  to 
the  Right  Hssmurahle  the  Earl  of  PsjEtmouthj,  on  the 
Corrupt  System  of  Election  of  the  Medical  Ofteer*. 
By  Thorn**  Gnttendge,  MJL&&*  London*  dec. 
London:  Rivingtons.    1844.    8vo.,  pp.  14. 

The  Educational  and  Subsidiary  Provisions  of  the 
Birmingham  Royal  School  of  Medicine  and  Surgery, 
eet  forth  in  a  Letter  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel.  ^Rsosi 
Warneford,LUD.&c.  By  the  Rev.  Vaiaghna  T*omaa 
BJ)*  Vicar  of  Stoneleigh,  Warwickshire.  Oxford: 
1843.    8vo.9pp.6S. 

A  Theory  as  to  the  Proximate  Causes  of  Insanity, 
together  with  some  Observations  upon  the  Remote 
Causes  of  die  Pieease.  By  Beverley  R.  Morris,  4-B-, 
M.D.  of  Trinity  College,  Dublin;  Physician  to  the 
York  Dispensary.  London:  Renshaw.  1844.  8vo. 
pp.  36. 

Observations  on  the  Construction  of  Hospitals  for 
the  Insane.  By  Peverley  R.  Morris,  A.B*.M4JU  dtc» 
etc.    London;1  Renshaw.    1844.    8vo.,  pp.  18. 

Further  Observations  on  the  Use  of  Nitric  Acid  aa 
an  Escharotic,  in  Vascular  Tumours  of  the  Rectum. 
By  John  Houston,  M.D.,  frOm  the  Dublin  Journal  of 
Medical  Science  for  September,  1844.    8tom  pp.  49. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Communications  have  been  received  from  DrJolreys ; 
Mr.  H.  Dayman ;  Mr.  John  Gardner;  Dr.  Oke*Mr. 
F.  Cox;  A  Perent  with  Sons  to  educate*  Mr.  J. 
Walker;  Dr.  Cullen;  Mr,  H.  Smith, of  Southam; 
Dr.  *.  W.  Davis  4  Mr,  Dreitt*  D*  $cjfeti04feffd 
Dr.  John  J-ee.  • 
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LECTURES  ON  PUBLIC  HYGIENE  AND 
MEDICAL  POLICE. 

Mfvered  mt  the  Manchester  Royal  School  of  Medi* 
diciae  and  Surgery.    Summer  Session,  1844. 

By  Jambs  Black,  M.D.,  Manchester. 

LSOTUKS  III. 

Having  spoken  on  general  climate,  and  on  water 
and  fuel,  as  influencing  public  hygilne,  we  shall 
now  proceed  to  notice  topographical  climate,  and 
the  atmosphere  of  towns,  as  Jar  as  they  may  be 
thought  to  influence  the  public  health  of  the  inha- 
bitants. Notwithstanding  the  great  elements 
of  climate  depend  upon  the  latitude  and  longitude 
of  the  country  or  place,  and  on  the  more  or  less 
proximity  to  the  sea,  inland  lakes,  or  to  great 
mountain  ranges,  and  whether  the  country  is 
insular  or » continental ;  yet  as  for  as  salubrity  or 
unhealthiness  is  concerned,  it  is  found  that  much 
depends  on  topical  modifications  of  site  and  expo, 
sure.  Thus,  though  the  whole  island  of  Great 
Britain  has  one  general  characteristic  climate — 
having  a  mean  range  of  temperature  from  about 
45°  to  55°  of  Fahrenheit,  and  being  possessed 
of  more  or  less  humidity,  yet  it  contains  many 
points  of  subordinate  climate,  which  differ  from 
each  other  very  considerably,  as  places  of  residence, 
in  respect  of  salubrity ;  and  still  more  especially 
as  they  affect  invalids,  and  people  labouring  under 
certain  predispositions  of  body.  In  former  times, 
these  distinctive  climates  of  oar  country  were 
more  particularly  manifest ;  as  the  fenny  countries 
of  Lincolnshire  and  Cambridgeshire  were  more 
remarkable  for  endemic  ague,  and  Derbyshire  for 
congestive  growth  of  the  thyroid  gland  or  bron- 
chocele,  than  they  are  at  present. 

Even  on  the  same  parallels  of  latitude  we  find 
the  climates  arising  from  the  annual  difference  of 
the  weather,  to  differ  a  good  deal.  Thus  Yorkshire 
has  a  drier  and  somewhat  colder  climate  than  Lan- 
cashire, owing,  in  some  measure,  to  a  difference  in 
geological  structure — there  being  none  of  the  lias, 
oolite,  nor  chalk  formations  on  this  side  of  the 
dividing  chain  of  hills,  while  these  run  up  far  into 
Yorkshire  on  the  other  side :  but  the  difference  of 
climate  chiefly  depends  on  the  eastern  side  of  the 
island  being  first  exposed  to  the  dry  and  cold  winds 
that  come  off  from  the  continent,  but  which  are 
touch  ameliorated  before  they  reach  the  western 
1     '  No.  24,  September  11, 1S14. 


side.  These  winds,  in  the  winter  and  spring 
months,  are  below  the  temperature  of  the 
German  ocean,  and  that  of  the  lower  atmosphere 
of  the  land  which  they  first  reach ;  consequently, 
when  they  become  more  or  leas  warmed,  they 
are  farther  removed  from  their  dewpoint,  and 
give  rise  to  dry  weather.  In  the  latter  part  of 
summer  and  in  autumn,  they  arrive  in  a  relatively 
opposite  condition  j  they  are  hotter  from  the  effects 
of  radiation  from  the  heated  surface  of  the  con- 
tinent ;  they,  therefore,  if  they  have  not  at  the 
same  time  imbibed  much  vapour,  absorb  it  from 
the  German  ocean,  and  again  deposit  it  on  the 
coasts  of  Yorkshire,  which  are  cooler  than  the 
continental  lands,  and  so  lead  to  condensation  of 
their  convected  vapour.  Hence  fogs  and  heavy 
rains  will  occur  on  these  eastern  coasts,  when  there 
are  none  at  the  same  time  in  Lancashire. 

On  the  western  side  again,  the  climate  is  much 
influenced  by  the  western  winds.  For  while  the 
Pennine  chain  of  hills  moderates  the  intensity  of  the 
cold  eastern  winds  to  us,  the  western  winds,  which 
generally  prevail,  keep  our  atmosphere  moist,  and 
expose  us  to  much  wet  weather.  In  winter,  and 
even  in  a  cool  state  of  the  weather,  these  western 
winds  bring  much  rain,  while  in  summer  and  under 
a  warm  temperature  they  bring  clear  and  fine 
weafljer.  In  the  former  case,  as  they  previously 
sweep  over  the  Atlantic  ocean,  which  in  these 
latitudes  is  never  beloiv  52°  to  54°  of  temperature, 
throughout  all  seasons  of  the  year,  they  arrive  on 
these  islands  saturated  with  aqueous  vapour  nearly 
up  to  these  points ;  but,  as  at  these  seasons,  the 
surface  temperature  of  our  land  is  below  these 
points  of  oceauic  temperature,  the  consequence  is, 
that  these  winds  are  reduced  in  temperature,  their 
hygrometric  or  dewpoint  is  encroached  upon,  they 
cannot  bold  their  convected  vapour,  and  so  it  is 
precipitated  in  rain,  while  the  country  to  the  East 
may  have  very  little  or  none  at  the  same  time.  In 
summer,  again,  these  winds  carrying  the  same 
temperature  and  amount  of  vapour  from  the 
Atlantic  ocean,  on  arriving  on  these  islands,  are 
heated  by  the  solar  rays  above  their  constitu- 
tional temperature;  they,  therefore,  become 
more  warmed,  their  dewpoint  is  removed  farther 
from  their  acquired  temperature,  ang  they  come 
upon  us  dry,  but  soft  and  balmy,  owing  to"  the 
vapour  they  still  retain.    Many  of  the  probfons  of 
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wearier  and  climate  in  theie  islands  may  be  ex- 
plained  on  similar  theories,  founded  on  the  direction 
of  the  winds,  and  the  consideration  of  the  surfaces 
over  which  they  blow. 

The  genet  ai  health  in  some  parts  of  the  kingdom 
appears  more  to  be  influenced  by  personal  habits 
and  modes  of  diet,  than  by  anything  that  properly 
belongs  to  cUmatorial  agency ;  such  as  the  greater 
prevalence  of  calculous  disorders  in  Norfolk  and 
the  neighbouring  counties  than  in  other  parts  of 
England  or  in  Scotland,  and  the  endemical  fre- 
quency of  what  is  called  the  Devonshire  colic  in 
some  of  our  western  counties.  The  cause  of  the 
former  has  been  attributed  by  some  to  the 
potable  water  containing  more  alumina  and  lime 
than  elsewhere,  and  by  others  to  the  more  general 
Use  of  wheat  flour,  taken  in  an  onfcrmented  state, 
as  in  the  quantity  of  flour  dumplings,  which  are 
eaten  by  the  agricultural  classes.  The  Devonshire 
colic  is  mostly  confined  to  the  cider  counties,  and 
may  be  fairly  attributed  to  drinking  the  fresh  or 
acid  cider,  which  is  manufactured  in  leaden  presses 
and  vats. 

Topical  cKmaee  is,  however,  much  modified  by 
exposure  to  the  sea;  the  neighbourhood  of  hills, 
and  the  aspect  of  the  place  to  the  cardinal  points, 
including  the  comparative  elevations  of  the  places 
above  €he  level  of  the  sea.  Though  much  exag- 
geration has  been  committed  by  many  hygienists  in 
writing  upon  the  local  climates  which  they  wished 
to  reeomwwnd  far  residence  and  for  invalids,  which 
If  we  ware  My  to  believe,  it  would  appear  that 
this  island'  contains  a  sample  of  every  blisful 
Bain  that  can  be  found  on  the  face  of  the  earth ; 
yet  there  Is  no  doubt,  but  several  of  these  noted 
places  possess  many  varieties  of  climate,  so  far  as  the 
invalid  is  concerned,  and  as  tending  to  promote  lon- 
gevity. For  instance,  Malvern,  though  not  far  from 
Chahantmmjiai  a  very  different  climate ;  it  isbraoing 
and  cooler  in  its  atmosphere,  while  Cheltenham  is 
much  warmer  and  more  relaxing.  We  may,  also, 
in  this  manner,  compare  Torquay  with  Brighton, 
and  Harrowgate  with  Leamington;  but  I  shall 
leave  the  nicer  distinctions  of  the  climates  and 
hygiene  of  these  and  other  similar  places  to  the 
more  refined  inquiries-  of  a  Clark,  a  Johnson,  and  a 
GranviUe-HMmes  well  and  justly  appreciated  as 
leading  writers  on  this  subject. 

In  a  general  view,  when  practically  applied  to 
the  choosing  of  a  site,  either  for  a  private  dwelling, 
a  workhouse,  barrack,  or  other  public  building,  it 
should  be  our  recommendation  to  select  a  spot 
gently  elevated  above  any  general  plain  around, 
with  an  aspect  to  the  south-east  or  south-west, 
and  based,  if  possible,  on  sand,  stiff  marl  or  clay,  or 
on  chalk— avoiding  the  contact  of  the  solid  rock. 
The  situation  should  also  be,  if  possible,  to  the 
southern  or  western  side  of  any  wood  that  may  be 
in  the  neighbourhood ;  and  if  marshes  or  swampy 
land  cannot  be  avoided,  the  site  should  be  to  die 
eastward  of  them,  as  the  dry  easterly  winds  are  the 


more  apt  to  imbibe  any  miasmatic  emanations  km 
these  places.  If  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  large  town, 
on  the  contrary,  the  site  should  be  to  the  westward 
of  it,  as  from  the  greater  prevalence  of  the  wssteriy 
winds,  we  will  by  this  means  be  kept  freer  Croav 
smoke  than  if  placed  to  the  eastward. 

In  choosing  any  sites  at  the  bottom  of  clhfs,  or 
the  base  of  hills,  it  should  be  our  object  rather  to 
choose  one  situated  on  the  outcrop  of  any  rocky 
strata,  than  one  on  the  dipping  plane  of  the  forma, 
tion,  as  in  the  former  case,  our  foundation  will  be 
kept  much  drier  and  freer  from  surface  water,  lbs 
vicinity  of  the  sea  is  another  important  densest 
in  marking  out  a  station.  In  hot  climates  these* 
breeze  mitigates  the  heat  of  the  day,  and  renders  it 
endurable  j  and  in  temperate  climates,  the  tempe- 
rature is  more  equable  than  a  site  in  the  interior; 
but  then,  in  either  climate,  a  great  extent  of 
muddy  beech  is  not  desirable ;  and,  above  all,  the 
neighbourhood  of  a  marsh,  into  which  sea-tWBtet 
occasionally  enters,  is  to  be  rejected,  as  •sash 
marshes  are  observed  to  be  more  pestilential  taut 
mere  fresh-water  swamps. 

A  site  in  recently  cleared  forest  land  is  more 'to 
be  avoided  than  one  on  the  very  verge  of  a  growing 
wood,  or  where  the  cleared  land  has  been  long 
under  cultivation.  It  is  observed,  in  Norta 
America,  that  many  parts  of  the  denuded  forest 
country  are  now  much  more  unhealthy  than  when 
they  were  covered  over  with  trees. 

We  come  now  to  make  some  hygienic  observa- 
tions on  the  atmosphere  and  other  topical  circdn- 
stances  which  affect  the  health  and  physics! 
comforts  of  the  inhabitants  of  towns  and  villages. 
Much  has  been  observed,  and  reported  on  this 
important  subject,  of  late  years,  both  by  prints 
pursuers  of  science  and  philanthropy,  and  by  public 
topographists  under  Government  commission. 
Though  great  utility  has  resulted  from  many  of 
these  enquiries,  yet  a  good  deal  has  been  advanced 
on  something  like  gratuitous  assumption.  A  wsnt 
of  chemical  and  meteorological  information,  and  of 
strict  reference  to  something  like  scientificdeducnoo, 
has  characterized  several  parts  of  these  reports. 
Certain  local  atmospheres  have  been  condemned  is 
unhealthy,  without  any  data  from  chemical  or  other 
evidence;  while  the  insalubrity  thus  pronounced  his 
been  attributed  by  others,  as  wise  and  as  enquiring, 
to  the  poverty  and  destitution,  moral  and  physical,  of 
the  inhabitants  affected.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted 
that  our  chemical  analysis  and  our  eudiometers  ire 
yet  so  imperfect,  as  not  to  enable  us  to  detect 
those  atmospheric  contaminations  which  are  pro- 
ductive of  disease.  If  they  were  more  perfect  ia 
this  respect,  we  should  be  saved  much  vaguenesi 
and  uncertainty  in  our  conclusions,  and  much  dif- 
ference in  many  of  our  assumptions  and  reasonings. 
In  default  of  these  exact  criteria  and  iiistruujewi 
of  investigation,  we  must  make  the  best  and  ssost 
philosophical  use  of  the  means  we  tfff$i  if 
judging  of  the  insalubrity  or  deleterio 
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\  of  the  sites  or  urban  districts  that  may 
Imf  the  objects,  at  any  time,  of  our  inquiries. 

Though  the  atmospheres  of  oar  large  towns 
in  common,  in  the  general  climate  which 
t  the  sojrroundtag  country ,  and  partake 
equally  in  all  the  more  marked  and  sensible  of  the 
meteorological  changes  that  prevail  over  the  ad- 
joining  districts,  yet  each  large  town  may  be  held 
to  possess  a  climate  more  peculiarly  its  own.  When 
we  consider  the  physical  condition  of  such  a  town 
as  Manchester  along  with  Salford,  having  a  popu- 
lation, as  by  the  last  census,  of  262,627  inhabitants 
and  containing  within  its  precinct  so  many  manu- 
mctories  and  chemical  works,  which  are  constantly, 
we  may  say,  emitting  into  the  incumbent  atmos- 
phere a  multitude  of  gases  and  fumes,  some  inno- 
cent, many  noxious  to  health,  and  others  merely 
disagreeable  or  foul,  we  may  be  well  prepared  to 
conceive  how  much  the  local  climate  must  be 
modified,  if  not  greatly  deteriorated  by  such  cir- 
cumstanees.  And  if  we  still  further  reflect  on  the 
amount  of  carbonic  acid  gas  and  unoonsumed  car- 
bon that  are  given  off  by  '.our  household  fires,  along 
with  the  amount  of  carbonic  acid  gas  which  is 
evolved  by  the  respiration  of  so  many  human 
beings  and  animals  that  are  congregated  together, 
we  may  be  surprised  that  such  overcrowded  and 
teeming  places  are  fit  for  the  healthy  abode  of  any 
human  being. 

I  have  made  some  calculations  on  this  subject, 
which  may  serve  to  illustrate  the  extent  of  this 
apparent  enormity. 

From  a  tray  of  water  of  the  area  of  204  square 
inches,  which  I  placed  on  the  top  of  my  house, 
which  was  at  some  distance  from  any  manufacturing 
chimney,  I  gathered,  in  seven  days  a  deposit, 
weighing,  when  dry,  200  grains,  which  is  nearly 
equal  to  one  grain  on  every  square  inch.  This  is 
equal  to  896  lb.  for  the  acre,  and  which  will  be  256 
tons  for  the  square  mile,  which  superficial  extent 
will  only  include  about  the  third  of  Manchester, 
Gborlton,  and  Salford.  These  256  tons  for  seven 
days  will  give  36.57  tons  of  a  deposit  of  soot, 
dust,  and  other  exuvia  being  precipitated  every 
24  hours  down  on  our  streets,  houses,  and  heads.  I 
have  also  calculated  the  amount  of  the  exuvial 
excretions  that  are  given  off  daily  by  a  population 
of  26^627  individuals,  and  allowing  four  ounces  of 
feces  to  be  excreted  "by  each  individual,  young  and 
old,  (as  Liebig  found  from  observation  of  a  number 
of  acquits  that  5J  ounces  were  daily  voided,)  we 
shall  have  65,657  lbs.,  or  about  29 J  tons  for  the 
daily  amount  of  human  excrement.  And  taking 
only  20  ounces  of  urine  to  be  voided  on  an  average 
ty  the  young  and  adult,  (as  Dr.  Pront  allows  32 
ounces  as  the  average  quantity  for  a  grown  person/) 
we  have  32328  gallons,  or  14  tons  of  urine  thrown 
off  into  our  cess-pools,  sewers,  and  streets,  every 
24  hours. 

.  This,  however,  is  not  all ;  we  have  another  addi- 
.  *  Professor  Joeason  Allows  87  ounces  of  exine  to  be  dailj 
yatsed  by  eacb  iadlYidta!. 


tion  to  our  atmosphere  of  a  much  more  reputedly 
noxious  element,  which  is  elicited  with  an  unre- 
mitted regularity,  and  that  is  the  carbon  that  is, 
exhaled  in  the  form  of  gas  from  our  lungs  and 
skin.  This  is  calculated  at  the  lowest  for  our 
population,  to  amount  to  the  enormous  quantity  of 
131,314  lbs.  daily.  I  have  taken  eight  ounces 
of  carbon  as  the  average  for  each  individual,  liebig 
and  several  others  reckon  14  ounces  as  the  quantity 
excreted  by  an  adult  daily  from  his  lungs  and  skin. 
M.  M.  Andral  and  Gavarret,  from  their  late  expe- 
riments and  observations,  have  found  that  the 
average  amount  of  carbon  exhaled  from  the  lungs, 
in  all  ages  of  the  male  sex,  is  nearly  eight  oonoes 
(troy)  daily,  and  that  for  females  is  near  seven 
ounces  (troy).  The  highest  amount  for  males,  is 
between  20  and  40  years  of  age,  being  9*  ounces, 
and  that  for  females  between  38  and  50,  being 
about  seven  ounces. 

Taking  into  view  this  enormous  mass  of  carbon 
that  is  daily  thrown  into  the  atmosphere,  in  the  shape 
of  carbonic  acid,  conjoined  with  that  given  off  by  the 
brute  animals  in  the  place,  and  the  neosssary  great 
quantity  of  ammoniacal  and  hydro-sulphurous  gases 
that  are  extricated  from  the  ready  decomposition  of 
the  excreted  urine  and  feces,  it  may  well  excite  our 
surprise,  as  it  pussies  our  philosophy,  how  animal 
life  is  at  all  maintained  in  health  and  integrity 
under  these  conditions.  When  we  only  calculate 
that,  as  eight  ounces  of  carbon  evolved  by  each 
individual  takes  twenty  ounces  of  oxygen  to  form 
carbonic  acid  gas,  so  will  the  above-mentioned 
quantitv  of  carbon  evolved  from  the  population, 
viz.,  13*1,314  lb*.,  require  328,285  lbs.  of  oxygen, 
which  again  will  form  about  3,910,000  cubic  feet  of 
carbonic  acid  gas  daily  set  afloat  into  the  atmo- 
sphere into  this  town  and  neighbourhood,  from  this 
source  alone. 

Considering,  I  say,  this  enormous  contamina- 
tion/of the  incumbent  air,  and  that,  bf'jret  J  correct 
experiments,  especially  those  of  Mr.  Coethupev 
and  Dr.  Reid,  animals  die  in  an  atmosphere 
where  five  per  eent.  of  oxygen  is  replaced  by  as 
much  carbonic  acid ;  and  that  they  become  sick,  and 
ultimately  die,  when  replaced  only  by  three  per  cent., 
we  may  conceive  that  there  is  a  highly  provident 
power  in  nature  to  render  such  enormous  volumes 
of  this  deleterious  gas,  if  not  altogether  innocuous 
to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants,  at  least,  quite 
compatible  with  comfortable  existence,  and  the  feel- 
ing of  little  or  no  inconvenience*  One  great  pre- 
ventive means  employed  by  nature,  is  the  law  of 
diffusion,  by  which  all  gases  have  a  tendency  to 
permeate  and  spread  themselves  among  other  gases 
or  vapours,  arising  from  a  repulsion  between  their 
own  atoms  and  their  tendency  to  occupy  the 
interstices  of  other  gaseous  bodies.  To  understand 
this  subject  in  its  full  and  important  length,  wt 
rever  you  to  the  already  timeJionoured  and  con* 
firmed  disooveries  and  views  of  our  venerable 
townsman,  Dr.  Dalian.  Di  by  V 
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Thisprovident  diffusion  of  carbonic  acid  gas,  and 
other  vapours,  is  also  much  promoted  by  the  con- 
tinued ascencional  currents  from  the  relative!? 
heated  air  among  oar  streets  and  court  yards,  and 
more  immediately  and  perfectly  effected  by  the 
almost  daily  currents  of  wind  sweeping  through  tbe 
atmosphere.  Another  very  powerful  means  sup- 
plied by  nature  for  keeping  the  air  in  its  normal 
state,  and  which  is  indeed  much  promoted  by  the 
Yery  character  of  the  urban  atmosphere  itself,  is  the 
rain  that  falls  on  the  place.  The  affinity  of  water 
for  carbonic  acid  is  great,  so  that  it  will  absorb  its 
own  bulk  of  this  gas.  The  effect  then  of  a  shower 
of  rain,  after  dry  weather,  is  to  precipitate  or 
wash  out  of  the  atmosphere  and  carry  away  to 
eur  sewers,  all  the  excess  of  carbonic  acid  gas  that 
may  have  accumulated  in  its  lower  strata,  or  not 
have  undergone  that  wider  diffusion  which  time  or 
aerial  currents  would  have  accomplished.  Our  own 
sensations  testify  to  the  exhilarating  effects  of  a 
shower  of  rain  in  the  town  as  much  as  in  the 
country,  it  isundoubtingly  more  beneficial  to  health ; 
for  it  has  been  observed  since  the  days  of  Pereival, 
that  this  town  and  tbe  neighbouring  country  are  more 
healthy  in  wet  seasons  than  in  dry  ones.  In  the 
country  rain  acts  more  beneficially,  in  all  likelihood, 
by  repressing  the  exhalations  from  the  soil,  than 
from  its  precipitating  the  smaller  proportion  of 
carbonic  acid  gas  that  may  have  accumulated  near 
the  surface.  This  purifying  effect  of  rain  on  the 
atmosphere  of  towns  is  not  confined  to  washing 
out  the  carbonic  acid  gas,  it  also  easily  absorbs  and 
precipitates  the  ammoniacal  gas  and  any  dry  sulphur- 
ous acid  gas  that  may  be  formed.  The  former  of 
these  latter  gases,  the  ammoniacal,  is  found  in  con- 
siderable quantity  in  our  atmosphere  before  a  fail  of 
rain.  I  have  readily  detected  it  in  rain  water,  to 
which  is  added  a  little  muriatic  acid,  evaporated  to 
dryness,  when,  by  adding  caustic  lime  to  the  residue, 
a  very  sensible  extrication  of  ammoniacal  vapour  is 
given  off.  The  source  of  this  ammonia,  no  doubt, 
arises  from  animal  decomposition,  and  principally 
from  the  urine  of  the  inhabitants  and  their  domes* 
tie  associates*  It  is  this  impregnation  that  renders 
our  rain  water,  that  is  caught  in  cisterns,  so  very 
soft,  notwithstanding  its  very  dirty  state,  and  dark 
appearance. 

Tbe  great  source  of  the  hydro-sulphurous  acid  gas, 
which  is  also  found,  in  varying  quantities  in  the 
air,  is  from  the  combustion  of  the  low  and  impure 
coal  that  is  generally  burnt  in  our  steam  mrnaces. 
Being  coal  mostly  from  thin  status,  and  often  shaly, 
H  contains  a  good  deal  of  sulphur  in  the  form  of 
pyrites,  which  is  the  chemical  result  of  decomposed 
animal  remains,  now  more  or  less  in  a  fossil  state. 
This  gas  is  readily  detected  in  the  atmosphere  j 
by  exposing  some  slips  of  litmus. for  a  few  hours  to 
the  air  in  an  open,  place,  .they  will  soon,  become 
reddened. 

•  Besides  the  immense  volumes  of  these  invisible 
gases  that  are  daily  poured  forth  into  our  atmos- 


phere, and  thntof  nasflarly  populous  andi 
trial  towns,  from  the  thotnamds  of  animal  mi 
and  the  hundreds  of  inorganic  sources  of  combus- 
tion continually  in  operation,  we  have  a  visible 
and  palpable  nuisance,  if  not  a  noxious  material, 
contaminating  the  atmosphere  all  around  to  the 
evident  injury  at  least  of  vegetation,  and  that  is 
smoke.  Hygienists  are  not  agreed  on  the  extent,  if 
any,  to  which  mis  Tartarean  contamination  of  our 
atmosphere  is  prejudicial  to  publie  health.  We 
are  very  oertain  it  is  exceedingly  injurious  to  pro- 
petty  of  all  kinds,  and  entails  thousands  of  pounds 
of  expense  to  the  inhabitants  in  counteracting  its 
injuries  to  their  personal  cleanliness  and  household 
property  and  effects.  That  there  is  much  and  reckless 
waste  of  combustible  matter  in  the  mode  in  which 
manufacturing  furnaces  is  conducted  is  evident,  as  it 
amounts  in  some  well  ascertained  cases  to  near 
one-third  of  the  coal  supplied,  but  that  the  waste, 
in  the  form  of  smoke,  beyond  the  inhalation  of 
sooty  particles,  and  the  soiling  of  our  persons  and 
wardrobe,  is  prejudicial  to  the  public  health,  or 
increases  the  amount  of  mortality,  is  not  so  well 
ascertained.  To  produce  the  same  steam  power, 
nearly  the  same  quantity  of  coal  must  undergo, 
combustion  in  any  case,  and  consequently  the  same 
quantity  of  carbonic  acid  gas  will  be  liberated  into 
the  atmosphere,  but  assuredly  the  waste  might  be 
saved  to  the  furnace  proprietor,  and  the  general 
feeling,  if  not  the  actual  amount  of  salubrity  be 
promoted. 

It  is  not  merely  the  smoke  which  is  offensive 
and  injurious,  which  is  nothing  but  the  carbon  pre- 
cipitated by  the  cooler  air,  from  the  hydro-carbo- 
naceous gases  elevated  by  heat  without  a  das 
supply  of  the  necessary  element  of  combustion,  me 
oxygen  of  the  air,  but  along  with  the  smoke  there 
are  also  emitted  into  the  surrounding  atmosphere, 
great  quantities  of  the  carbonic  oxide,  which  is 
quite  as  unfriendly  to  animal  life,  as  the  carbonic 
acid. 

This  contamination  of  our  urban  atmospheres, 
from  being  now  perfectly  gratuitous,  is  the  more 
to  be  reprehended,  as  it  might  be  effectually  pre-1 
vented ;  and  the  continuance  of  the  nuisance  and 
injury,  after  the  means,  scientific  and  mechanical, 
which  have  been  fully  and  satisfactorily  pointed 
out,  ought  to  subject  every  delinquent  to  indict- 
ment. Among  other  plans  more  or  less  effectual 
that  have  been  proposed  and  adopted  in  many 
places,  that  of  Mr.  Williams  appears,  both  on  prin- 
ciple and  on  inspection  of  it  in  operation,  to  be 
efficacious  in  every  respect.  This  consists  in  ad- 
mitting a  regulated  supply  of  air  beyond  the  bridge 
of  tbe  furnaces,  by  which  tbe  combustible  gases  are 
all  burnt,  and  nothing  but  aqueous  vapour  and 
carbonic  acid  gas  are  allowed  to  escape  by  the 
chimney. 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  if  such  a  plan  were 
universally  adopted  throughout  our  large  manufac- 
turing towns,  but  that  the  local  atmosphere  might 
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be  preserved  in  a  state,  infinitely  purer,  and  the 
condition  of  the  air  over  Manchester  on  Sunday, 
which  is  comparatively  clear  and  pure,  abundantly 
testifies  the  assertion.  We  must  also  observe,  what- 
ever the  climatorial  condition,  in  any  season,  the 
surrounding  country  may  be  in,  such  large  towns 
as  Manchester  have  a  factitious  one,  more  pecu- 
liarly their  own,  and  which  no  doubt  modifies  their 
state  of  salubrity  and  longevity.  This  factitious 
atmosphere,  beyond  being  based  on  the  general 
climate  of  the  country,  is  much  modified  by  the 
local  caloric  that  is  generated  by  so  many  human 
beings,  the  multitude  of  household  fires,  manu- 
facturing furnaces,  and  steam  engines.  Much  of 
this  surplus  caloric,  in  clear  weather,  is  radiated 
Into  the  higher  atmosphere ;  but  when  the  weather 
is  the  least  cloudy,  it  is  not  so  readily  dispersed, 
bu,t  reverberates  through  the  lower  strata  of  the 
incumbent  air,  and  so  produces  that  close  and 
stifling  sensation  so  frequently  at  such  times  com- 
plained of.  This  is  not  all;  this  comparatively 
heated  air  is  charged  with  that  hygrometric  vapour 
which  is  due  to  its  temperature,  and  when  it  follows 
its  natural  ascension,  and  meets  with  the  cooler 
atmosphere  which  is  the  general  climatorial  one  at 
the  time,  condensation  of  this  vapour  takes  place, 
either  in  form  of  a  fog,  a  smoky  cloud,  or  in  a 
drizzling  rain,  while  the  surrounding  country 
remains  dear,  or  is  only  visited  by  a  passing 
shower,  accompanied  by  some  current  of  wind.  It 
is  thus  that  there  is  often  rain  in  Manchester  when 
there  is  none  in  the  vicinity  around,  and  our  fogs 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  are  more  prevalent  than 
in  the  surrounding  country.  Our  fogs  at  that  period, 
and  indeed  at  other  times,  when  the  upper  atmos- 
phere is  very  cold,  generally,  do  not  appear  early 
in  the  morning,  but  about  nine  o'clock ;  they  have 
their  maximum  intensity  about  noon,  and  either 
&de  off  or  entirely  dissipate  by  the  afternoon.  In 
the  morning  early,  our  local  atmosphere,  from 
radiation  through  the  night,  has  been  brought  to 
the  nearest  point  of  equilibrium  of  temperature 
"with  that  of  the  air  above  and  around  the  place, 
the  air  is  therefore  clear;  but  after  so  many  fires 
have  been  in  operation  for  a  few  hours,  the  local 
ataaosphera  gets  increased  in  temperature,  its  point 
of  saturation  for  vapour  is  correspondingly  aug- 
mented; when  this  warm  air  ascends,  it  soon 
■nets  with  the  greatly  colder  atmosphere  at  no 
great  elevation ;  its  due  point  is  soon  obtained ; 
and  so  a  precipitation  of  these  low  fogs  takes  place, 
which  only  give  way  to  solution  by  the  solar  rays, 
acting  with  their  maximum  force  in  the  after  part 
•of  the  day. 

Considering,  then,  the  abovementioned  local  and 
dactiaous  elements,  along  with  some  others  of  minor 
Ante,  which  affect  the  meteorology  of  large  menu- 
Iseturing  towns,  our  natural  enquiry,  as  public 
hygienistt,  is,  how  for  healthiness  and  longevity  are 
tfbcted  by  them,  and  by  what  means  any  injurious 
■Or  offensive  results  from  them  may  be  remedied  or 


prevented.  That  they  produce  any  special  and  ge- 
neral disorders  of  themselves,  or  that  they  give  rise 
to,  or  increase  the  intensity  of  any  of  our  epidemic 
diseases,  there  is  no  proof.  In  foot,  some  hare 
asserted,  and  not  without  reason  and  experience, 
that  such  an  atmosphere  is  favourable  to  some 
asthmatic  disorders,  and  that  the  murky  and  heated 
air  of  our  cotton-mills  was  a  shield  from  the  epi- 
demic cholera  to  the  operatives  employed  in  them. 
To  the  acclimatized  inhabitants,  such  local  atmo- 
spheres of  themselves,  rather  tend  to  induce  a  lower 
state  of  tension  in  the  nervous  and  muscular  powers, 
oscillating  frequently  between  health  and  derange- 
ment of  function,  than  to  the  production  of  any 
special  disease.  I  will  not  attribute  to  these  meteo- 
rological causes  the  prevailing  disorders  of  the 
nutritive  organs,  but  rather  to  intemperance, 
poverty,  and  errors  in  diet ;  for  where  even  the 
poorest  and  sickKest,  and  those  who  may  be  said 
to  be  broken  down  in  constitution,  are  put 
under  a  regulated  system  of  simple  food  and 
drink,  as  in  our  Workhouse,  very  few  disorders  of 
the  nutritive  organs  make  their  appearance,  abso- 
lutely, or  in  comparison  with  other  diseases  affecting 
the  chest,  heart, nervous,  and  muscular  systems; 
and  those  that  exist  on  admission  readily  yield  to 
treatment.  Good  diet  and  improved  moral  and 
religious  habits,  will  change  the  alleged  insalubrious 
character  of  many  places. 

To  show  that  there  are  some  other  causes  tend- 
ing  to  deterioration  of  human  life  among  the 
inhabitants  in  these  manufacturing  towns  than 
meteoric  ones,  we  may  compare  the  rate  of  mor- 
tality in  Manchester  and  Salfbrd  with  that  in 
Liverpool,  which  is  very  differently  situated,  and 
having  not  near  so  many  manufacturing  establish- 
ments to  load  the  air  with  the  products  of  com- 
bustion. By  the  last  Registrar's  report,  the  rate  in 
Manchester  and  Salford  is  3.46  per  cent,  while  in 
Liverpool  it  is  3J5&7  per  cent.,  which  exceeds  the 
fonder  by  97-1000  per  cent  In  Leeds,  again, 
which  would  seem  to  be  more  allied  to  Manchester, 
in  its  meteorological  condition,  the  rate  is  only 
2.712  per  cent,  to  the  number  of  inhabitants.  The 
amount  of  smoke  and  dust  in  the  atmosphere  we 
can  readily  appreciate,  both  in  their  injury  to 
property  and  person,  but  it  is  not  so  easy  to  ascer- 
tain the  extent  and  kind  of  injury  which  the  invisible 
and  factitious  gases  thrown  into  the  atmosphere 
have  upon  the  health  and  longevity  of  the  inhabi- 
tants. Itorecan  be  no  doubt  thai  in  dry  weather 
and  worn  the  want  of  ventilation,  they  accumulate, 
in  some  parts,  to  a  very  noxious  extent,  notwith- 
standing all    their  constitutional    tendency    to 


In  low  situations,  carbonic  acid  gas  is  very  apt 
to  exist  m  more  than  its  normal  quantity  in  the 
atmosphere,  and  in  one  instance  I  witnessed  its 
fatal  accumulation  during  one  night  in  a  recently 
sunk  shaft  of  about  20  feet  deep,  sunk  in  the  area 
of  a  manufacturing  establishment  in  this  town,  and 
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where  no  old  well  nor  sewer  had  been  broken  into. 
Th*£aein%bt  ceHAH^ltaTe>e*diedtfie  shift  by 
the (horizontal  seaxnVof  sand  and  marl,  bat  this 
was  not  ascertained.  The  circumstance  showed 
thai  this  gas  either  permeates  the.  substrata  from 
the  sewers,  or  is  apt  to  ruji  off  from  the  surface  to 
the  lower  repositories  in  the  vicinity.  When  we 
lake  into  coiisufcrntion  the  anonnous  volumes  of 
this  gas.  alone  that  ate  daily  .emittad  into  the  atmos* 
nbere  of  the  town,  nto  snay  legitimately  infer  that, 
in  Ihe  absence  of  rein,  of  ventilation,  and  with 
n*  growing  vegetable  surfece  to  absorb  and  fix  it 
far  the  nutrition  of  trees  and  plants,  it  will  accu- 
mnlafie  to  an  extent  that  is  injurious  to  file  health 
of  those  exposed  to  its  influence."  It  has  been 
surmised,  even  by  the  noted  Evetyn  hhnself,  that 
trees  and  plants  are  favourable  to  human  health, 
and  tend  to  purify  the  air  to  the  inhabitants  of 
towns.  With  this  view  the  trees,  in  St.  James's 
Park  were  first  planted  j  and  now,  when  we  know 
now  vegetables  are  nourished^  •  the,  expense  of 
the  carbonic  acid  gas  in  the  atmosphere,  we  can 
easily  see  how  they  tend  to  puriryy  as  it  is  called, 
the  atmosphere,  and  keep  it  better  -  fitted  for  res* 
piration. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  %hhi  squares  and  rows  of 
trees  growing  through  our  large  towns,  would* not 
otrry  be  a  most  pleasant  "ornament  and  shade*  both 
in  showery  and  sunny  weather ,.hujt  they  would  also, 
to  some  extent,  act  as  scavengers  of  our  polluted 
atmosphere ;  but  the  #teutty"  is,  {a mak*  thnmgrow. 
This  difficulty  daea  not  however  vfeo%  depend 
qn  the  gaseous  state  of  the  /ateoeapbere  in  our 
towns,  though  plants  are-  found  to  wither  and  die 
whet*  the  atmosphere  it  charged  wish  a  very  large 
propertieAof  carbonic  aesd,  bat  it  is  owing  to  the 
smoke  and  other  earthy  part  ides  which  load  the 
airland  by  closing  up  the  pores' and  spiracles  of 
ttofe  stems  and  leaves,  impair  their  absorbing  and 
transforming  functions.  .  In  New  York  and  Phila- 
delphia, both  very  large  towns,  but  where  few 
manufcrtories  are  established,  I  haveeeen  trees  grow 
well  in  the  streets  end  squares.  In  many  of  the 
continental  towns  the  same  is  observed,  and  if  we 
cenld  divest  our  atmosphere  of  smoke,  there  is  little 
doubt  bet  our  large  towns  might  possess  nearly 
equal  Comforts  and  enjoyments. 

Out  large  towns  have,  seemingjy  grown  up,  to 
their  present  enormous  proportion,  with,  .an  utter 
disregard  to  the  conanenaa^ng  actions,  and  ye*agtiona 
of  nature;  for  we^niay  wiaU  qei^eim tha^  tf  timety 
prevision  had  been  jpask.fegf  th^iiswavntkro  ef 
ejmajqMtfoa,  phmtedvitsi  t#ees^ae*«iirub*  in  di£ 
ferent  parts  of  the  town,  %Ml  toat  w* 'had  antici- 
pated by  some  yeare,  T^ttdoVxrf preventing, 
rasher,  than  of  consuming'  smoke;4  we  might,  by 
this  time,  have  had  our  atmosphere  kept  in 
a  much  purer  state,  by  $8  many  of  these  squares 
and  damns  of  ▼egetatioij, acfin^  as  so  .many 
lungs  to  give  increased  Jjft'and !  vjgoujc  tQ,$e  inha- 
bitant*.   TobavetheaiOBteftctive^isalubTic^ 
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benefits  from  trees  and  plants  m  the  midst  of 
towns,  and  indeed  near  dwellings  anywhere,  tiwjr 
should  be  planted  in  open  places,  where  they  may 
receive  the  full  effects  of  a  wide  exposure  to  the 
sun's  rays ;  for  it  is  only  in  such  circumstances  that 
plants  exert  their  purifying  function  in  their  more 
beneficial  operation.  With  solar  light  and  heat 
they  only  absorb  carbonic  acid  and  give  out  oxy- 
gen, while  at  night  and  proportionably  in  dark  and 
shaded  places,  their  organising  powers  are  at  rest 
or  impaired,  and  more  or  less  carbonic  acid  is,  on  the 
contrary,  evolved. 


FATAL  POISONING  FROM  FIFTEEN  OR 
TWENTY  DROPS  OF  THE  ESSENTIAL  OIL 
OF  BITTER  ALMONDS. 

to  ths  xniToa  or  the  provincial  medical  and 

SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 
SIR, 

The  use  of  the  essential  oil  of  bitter  almonds  /or 
domestic  purposes  has  now  become  so  general,  and  it 
has  lately  been  ao  frequently  resorted  to  as  aa  dfec* 
tual  means  of  self-destruction,  that  it  behovei  tee 
members  of  our  profession  to  take  every  opportoaity 
of  exposing  its  great  power  and  dangerous  propertUs. 
The  following  case  presents  a  striking  example  of  th* 
fatal  effects  it  produces,  and  if  yon  agree  with  awi* 
thinking  that  the  smallness  of  the  quantity  acre  take* 
is  sufficient  well  ascertained,  it  is  also  a  case  of  coo- 
stncaable  medico-legal  importance,  and  you  will  obufS, 
me  by  inserting  it  in  your  column. 
I  remain,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
HENRY  GRAVES  BULL,  MJ). 

Hereford,  August  5, 1844. 

On  Monday  morning,  July  29th,  I  was  sent  for,  i* 
a  great  hurry,  to  see  a  woman  who  "  had  taken  somer, 
thing,  and  was  dying."  It  was  five  minutei  to  eight 
o'emck  when  the  messenger  came,  and  before  the  hoar 
had  struck  I  arrived  with  a  stomach  pump  at  the  bed* 
side  of  the  patient.  I  found  her  in  a  room  at  the  top 
of  the  house.  She  was  lying  in  her  night  shift  oa  the 
bed*  unite  insensible,  and  scarcely  alive.  Her  beedl 
was  on  a  high  pillow,  beat  over  the  chest,  and  hanging 
to  the  left  side,  as  if  by  its  own  weight.  Thefrcewat 
axwemely  Ural,  the  lips  were  separated,  the  teeth 
clenched,  and  there  was  much  froth  about  the  attain, 
funning  over  the  cheek.  The  eyes  were  half  shutaeA 
glassy  i  the  pupils  rather  dilated,  and  directed  opn 
wards  $  both  were  irregular,  the  left  one  particularly 
ao  i  and  the  iris  of  both  was  immovable.  The  regular. 
respiration  bad  ceased*  but  at  abort  intervals  the  chart 
was  expanded  by  convulsive  action.  The  actio*  of  the 
heart  had  not  entirely  ceasedV  but  its  pulsation  ua* 
exceedingly  feeble,  indeed  scarcely  pcrceptome.  * 
could, not  detect  any. pulse  At  t*«  wrist,  I  did  ail 
notice  any  ameU  in  the  room  ou  antenna;  it*  or.  wailsj 
mm^thtmb^/^marntk^  She  ha*^«£"*l 
aneferf.  a>naaon  /dying  from,  disease  of  the  aa«% 
•»©|i^ayi»egIenilepsyfcand  I,e**4  tf  tfc j"W  *** 
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her  look  about  for  the  bottle  or  cup  it  had  been  taken, 
from,  whilst  I  examined  her.  She  found  almost  imme- 
diately a  small  half-ounce  botUe,  in  a  little  reticule 
bag,  which  was  hanging  on  a  chair  close  by  the  bed- 
side. The  bottle  was  corked,  and  the  strings  of  the 
bag  closely  drawn  up.  It  was  distinctly  labelled 
"  Essential  oil  of  bitter  almonds/'  "  Poison,"  and 
still  contained  about  three  drops.  There  was  no 
vessel  in  the  room  out  of  which  it  could  be  taken. 
There  was  no  appearance  on  the  bed  of  vomiting 
baring  taken  place. 

I  immediately  sent  off  the  attendant  for  some 
ammonia  and  brandy,  and  took  up  the  water  jug  and 
dashed  cold  water  over  her  repeatedly.  This  did  not 
produce  any  visible  effect,  and  I  passed  the  oesophagus 
Cube,  and  injected  the  remainder  into  the  stomach, 
and  quickly  pumped  it  back  again.  On  passing  this 
tube  down  the  throat  I  first  detected  the  bitter  almond 
smell,  but  the  whole  room  was  filled  with  the  odour 
as  I  pumped  up  the  contents  of  the  stomach.  I  injected 
about  a  quart  of  water,  and  brought  as  much  back 
again  of  a  pale  straw  colour,  and  only  containing  some 
small  shreds  of  mucus.  By  this  time  a  small  quantity 
df  brandy  and  sal  volatile  was  brought,  which  I  injected 
with  cold  water,  and  afterwards  removed  to  inject  a 
MI  dose  of  hot  brandy  and  water,  ammonia,  and  anker, 
ne  soon  as  it  could  be  procured.  In  the  mean  time 
I  ordered  the  attendants  to  rub  the  limbs  and  surface 
of  the  body,  which  was  rather  cold,  with  flannels, 
whilst  I  endeavoured  to  excite  respiration.  These 
efforts  were  continued  for  upwards  of  an  hour,  but 
without  success.  The  convulsive  action  of  the  chest 
bad  ceased  shortly  after  my  arrival,  and  I  never  could 
detect  a  second  time  the  least  pulsation  of  the  heart. 
I  had  no  apparatus  with  me  for  maintaining  artificial 
respiration  lor  any  length  of  time,  and  it  probably 
would  not  have  succeeded  if  I  had. 

MORBID  AFPKABANCK6. 

8§ctio  ctdaveri*,  nine  hours  after  death.  The  body 
was  lying  in  the  bed  as  it  had  bean  left,  and  had  become 
rigid.  The  Itvidity  had  disappeared  front  tfaemee, 
which  now  presented  almost  a  natural  appearance. 
The  skin  generally  was  mottled  or  marbled.  The 
hands  were  not  clenched,  nor  the  finger  nails  livid. 
*  The  abdomen  was  rather  rail,  but  on  opening  its 
Cavity  the  general  appearance  of  the  organs  was  per- 
fectly healthy.  Neither  the  medical  friend  who  was 
with  me,  nor  myself,  could  detect  the  least  almond 
smell,  nor  could  we  afterwards  discover  It  in  the 
cavities  of  the  chest,  the  head,  or  the  heart,  nor  yet 
in  the  venous  blood,  with  which  the  system  throughout 
Seemed  somewhat  gorged.  The  external  appearance  of 
the  stomach  was  natural,  and  after  tying  up  the  orifices 
I  removed  it,  with  the  contents,  entire.  The  bowels 
were  neither  empty  nor  distended;  the  duodenum 
contained  some  food.  The  ascending  colon  was 
moderately  distended  with  fasces;  the  descending 
colon  and  rectum  were  empty.  The  liver,  spleen, 
pancreas,  and  mesenteric  glands  appeared  natural, 
tlie  left  lidney  was  rather  larger  than  the  right  and 
contained  a  small  cyst  within  its  substance;  Che 
bladder  contained  about  four  ounces  of  ordinary 
mines  the  uterus  was  of  the  usmd  impregnated  sinei 

I  next  opened  the  thorax?  the  lungs  seemed 'remark- 
>aoly  Walthy,and  were  withal  adhesions.  The  entitles 
•of  the  pleura  contained  each  about  two  or  three  ounces 


of  sure,  serum,  thenencardinm  abomV  sfrdnyhmi 
The  coronary  veins  of  the  heart  were  distended. ,  TJie 
heart  itself  was  small  and  Jjrtnly  contracted.  It  was. 
quite  empty,  containing  neither  blood  nor  fibrine.  fts 
cavities  were  healthy,  and  its  valves  quite  perfect.  Tlie 
blood  in  the  vents  cave  was  coagulated,  though  not' 
very  firmly. 

On  opening  the  cranium,  the  dura  mater  appeared 
quite  natural,  as  was  also  the  arachnoid,  with  the  ex- 
ception perhaps  of  a  slight  opacity  of  the  sides  of  the 
brain,  and  in  the  course  of  the  great  vessels.  There 
was  a  general  effusion  of  serum  over  the  surface  of  the 
hemispheres,  but  small  in  quantity,  except  at  the 
vertex  of  the  right  hemisphere,  where  about  a  drachm 
of  very  pure  transparent  serum  raised  the  arachnoid 
membrane,  and  widely  separated  the  sides  of  the  con- 
volutions beneath.  This  effusion  seemed  quite  recently 
thrown  out,  though  it  must  hare  produced  considerable 
pressure  on  the  brain  during  life.  There  was  a  similar 
effusion  on  the  left  'hemisphere,  in  nearly  the  corres- 
ponding sitaatidn,  but  not  to  so  marked  an  extent,  the 
quantity  of  serum  emsed  hot  being  more  than  haff  a 
dmcbm*  There  wasufftwion  also  in  the  ventricles,  and 
at  the  bate:  o£  she  fcrais,  but  not  to  any  great  amount. 
The  brain  fas  huge  .and  firm,  its  vessels  rather 
congested. 

On  opening  the  s^omaqh^it,  was  found  to  contain 
three  or  four  ounces  of  the  fluid  last  injected,  viz* 
brandy  and' water,  anher  and  ammonia,  with  some 
mucus,  but  not  a  Mrtfcte  of  solid  matter.  Hie  better 
almond  smell  coulffbt  detected  readily  enough,  but  it 
was  not  Vail  strong  I  •  The  lining  membrane  through- 
out was  cousfaVk'fljIrj  congested,  (the  large  veins  stand- 
ing 0tfTve>y«miiic1ily;)  paftculafry  at  the  back  part 
of  the  laigmf*j»»ei*Jty.  The  ibftfeular  glands  of  the 
stomach  wert^rhuatema^ortessomtiectl*  throughout 
its  whom  surface,  ?|>artfculariy  near  the  pyloric  ortfiee, 
where  they  were  as  tafeo  and  distract  as  mnMreeeds. 
There  was  a  vesy  sU&Itt  extravasation  of  blood  in  one 
spot,  but  as,  tins,  was  in^a  situation  cosrespondingiwitfc 
the  cardiac  orifice,  it  was  probably  occasioned  by  the 
end  of  the  oesophagus  tube. 

v*  pajsvrous  bistort.       &u     "*«n^ 

Catherine  Preece,  the  subject  of  the  shove  observa- ' 
tkms,  was  40  years  of  age,  unmarried,  and  small  in 
stature  and  nemouu  She  was  respectably  connected, 
and  had  obtained  conridesable  reputation  for  her 
general  intelligence,  and  her  skill  as  a  cook  and  pastry* 
maker.  For  many  months  past  her  manner  had  at 
timet  been  very  strange  and  unaccountable,  and  in  a 
six  weeks  iUness' which  she  had  a  little  before  Christ- 
mas, (suffering,  the  witness  said  at  the  inquest,  from 
an  "affeettao^  the  stomal  and  nerves,")  the  had 
shown  suA  idedded  tyrtipiOnto  of  insanity,  that  the 
medical  «  nils  maiiuttendmgt  hot  had  expressed  his 
fears  that  it  wfemtsooa  *e  sawsssstj&so  pat  I 
restraint.  Htr,,sn;infoi  mens  at  times  very 
from  not  being  able  feobtnin  another  , 
had  lost  more,  than  one,.  I,  hav*.  since  heard,  from 
intemperance.      '  t  .  ,,     .^ 

About  three  \pr  four  months  since,  Miss  Preece 
called  st  s  druggist's,  to 'purchase  some  of  the,  essen- 
tial oil  Of  bfttef  almonds  for  flavouring  pastry,  and! 
namedsomi  ^rssn  for  whom'  she  was  goug  to  make 
it.  Sho  eided'tn^m^ 
then  received  twenty  drops,  dropped  by  the  I 
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die  full  bottle,  by the  druggist  hiinself,  wfco  gave  her 
a  particular  caution  about  its  dangerous  properties, 
ite  drops  nere  put  into  the  half-ounce  bottle  found 
a^ber  bed-aide,  and  distinctly  marked  "  Poison."  It 
did  not  appear  that  she  had  told  any  one  of  her  pur- 
chafe,  pod  no  one  knew  of  her  keeping  it  constantly 
bfjheft  Since  this  time  she  had  no  situation,  and  had 
not  been  out  to  make  pastry.  For  the  three  days  pre- 
vious to  her  death  she  was  risking  ax  the  house  of  Mr. 
Cain**,  a  writer  in  this  city,  to  assist  his  wife  and 
family  in  sewing.  §he  seemed  in  pretty  good  spirits, 
and  only  complained  on  one  occasion  of  being  unable 
tp  get  a  situation.  She  eat  her  food  pretty  well,  and 
di4  not  drink  anything  but  tea  and  water.  Miss 
Caines  slept  with  her  erery  night,  and  on  the  morning 
of  the  deceased's  death  got  up  a  little  after  six  o'clock 
while  ahe  was  asleep,  but  she  spoke  to  her  before  she 
went  down  stairs,  and  did  not  notice  anything  particu- 
lar in  her  manner. 

About  half-past  seven  o'clock,  Mrs.  and  Miss  Caines 
heard  (he  deceased  caty  out  from  her  room,  (the  doors 
being  all  open,)  "  Harriet!  Harriet !"  and  then 
"Mother!  Mother!"  and  they  both  went  up-stairs. 
On  entering  the  room  they  both  smelt  the  odour  of 
bitter  almonds,  and  Mrs.  Caines  said  to  her  interroga- 
tively, "  Miss  Preece !  Miss  Preece. !  you're  been 
taking  something  ?"  *fye  deceased  threw  her  arms 
about  as  if  in  pain,  and  said. "  Where  am  1 !  Where 
am  I !  Oh  1  my  brother  I  Bfy  .brother !"  and  went  off 
into  strong  convulsions,  .her  free  soon  becoming  very 
red.  They  were  both  much  frightened,  and  went  down 
to  fetch  a  neighbour  to  tee  her,  before  they  sent  for 
me.  Mrs.  Caines  thought  that  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
minutes  might  have  elapsed  from  the  time  of  her 
calling  out,  until  my  arrival  at  the  house,  and  it  was 
probably  rather  more.  A  laudanum  bottle  waa  also 
found  in  the  room,  but  it  still  contained  about  a 
drachm,  and  there  waa  satisfactory  proof  that  none 
had  been  taken. 

THE    QUANTITY   TAKEN. 

The  circumstantial  evidence  tends  to  shew,  that  the 
quantity  of  the  essential  oil  swallowed  did  not  easeeed 
seventeen  drops,  and  I  was  very  anxious  to  confirm 
this,  as  far  as  possible,  by  a  careful  examination  of  the 
fluids  pumped  up  from  the  stomach.  The  quart  of 
cold  water  first  injected  and  withdrawn  must  have 
contained  the  principal  amount  of  the  oil  taken,  for 
the  smell  of  bitter  almonds  in  the  fluids  afterwards 
pumped  up  was  very  trifling  in  comparison.  Of  this 
fluid  I  took  two  ounces  in  a  clean  bottle  I  happened 
to  have  with  me,  and  it  was  fortunate  I  did  so,  for  the 
remainder  was  inadvertently  thrown  away  shortly 
afterwards.  If  the  estimate  of  the  quantity  taken  was 
correct,  each  ounce  of  this  fluid  should  contain  about 
half  a  drop  of  the  essential  oil,  allowing  a  little  for  the 
quantity  remaining  in  the  stomach,  &c.  I  supposed  it 
to  be  so,  and  then  made  a  solution  of  this  strength 
with  the  same  essential  oil  taken  by  the  woman,  for 
the  purpose  of  comparing  them  accurately  together, 
and  noticing  the  different  effect  of  the  reagents  on 
them.  With  one  onnce  of  my  solution,  containing  half  a 
drop  of  essential  oil,  made  with  spirit  and  distilled 
water j  and  with  one  ounce  of  the  solution  as  first 
pumped   from  the  stomach,    I  made  the  following 

Observation  1,  The  odour  tf  titter  almonds  from  my 


solution  was  much  stronger  than  thai  pumped  *f  fret! 
the  stomach,  but  it  must  be  observed  here  that  the 
latter  had  been  exposed  to  the  air  for  some  thne, 
which  might  in  a  great  measure  account  for  tttt 
difference. 

Observation  2.  A  solution  of  nitrate  of  etteer,  wifib 
my  solution  of  the  essential  oil,  did  not  throw  down 
any  precipitate,  though  it  rendered  it  a  little  opaque  or 
turbid.  With  the  solution  from  the  stomach,  it  hnme» 
diately  produced  a  copious  precipitate,  which  soon 
became  violet-coloured.  I  could  not  detect  the  feast 
trace  of  cyanogen  from  this  precipitate,  which  was  no 
doubt  owing  to  the  organic  matter  in  solution. 

Observation  3.  The  test  with  solutions  of  ematk 
potash,  sulphate  of  iron,  and  sulphuric  atid,  for 
Prussian  blue,  used  with  my  solution,  gave  a  distinct 
well-marked  shade  of  blue ;  used  with  the  solution  from 
the  stomach,  it  did  not  produce  any  evident  Mas 
colour  at  all. 

From  the  second  ounce  of  the  solution  from  the 
stomach,  mixed  with  distilled  water,  I  distilled  over 
two  drachms  into  the  receiver,  leaving  the  residue  nee 
from  the  almond  odour  or  taste ;  and  then  added  die* 
tilled  water  to  make  the  ounce,  which  I  again  com- 
pared with  my  solution  of  the  given  strength  of  half  a 
drop  of  the  oil  to  the  onnce. 

Observation  4.  The  odour  waa  still  very  math 
stronger  with  my  solution,  than  with  that  procured 
from  the  stomach. 

Observation  5.  The  nitrate  of  silver  test  did  not 
show  any  distinctive  effect,  scarcely  producing  tat 
least  difference  to  either* 

Observation  6.    The  potash  and  iron  test  for  Proa* 

in  blue,  gave  the  solution  a  very  distinct  bint 
colour,  but  it  waa  not  so  deep  a  blue  by  a  shade  or 
two,  aa  that  again  produced  by  my  solution.  The 
result  of  these  experiments  seems  to  show  in  every 
instance,  that  the  eolation  from  the  stomach  did  not 
contain  so  much  prussic  acid  as  the  given  somuoa  of 
the  essential  oil;  and  therefore,  that  tk*  p*  put  *f 
fssid  pumped  up  from  the  stomach  did  mi  cent** 
fftosn  drops. 

This  conclusion  is  by  no  means  satisfactorily  proved, 
but  where  we  are  unable  to  obtain  positive  nroo^  wt 
must  rest  satisfied  with  as  close  aa  approrimatioa  to 
it  aa  we  can  procure,  and  my  conviction  of  the  near 
approach  to  it  in  the  present  instance  is  strongly  eon* 
firmed  by  the  fact  of  the  result  of  the  experuneats 
coinciding  with  tolerably  dear  circuinatantial  eriaeae* 
as  to  the  quantity  taken. 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 

The  principal  point  worthy  of  notice  in  the  symp- 
toms presented,  is  the  absence  of  the  bitter  almond 
odour  about  the  patient's  mouth ;  but  this  has  pre- 
viously occurred  in  a  case  given  by  most  of  the  autho- 
rities, where  a  druggist  poisoned  himself  with  this 
essential  oil ;  otherwise  they  are  those  ordinarily  pro- 
duced in  cases  of  poisoning  by  prussic  acid.  ^  The- 
absence,  too,  of  this  odour,  throughout  the  cavities  of 
the  body  and  in  the  blood,  as  shown  by  the  Inspection 
after  death,  though  a  rare,  is  not  an  unprecedented, 
occurrence.  TTie  local  effusion  of  serum  beneath  the 
arachnoid,  producing  so  great  an  amount  of  pressure, 
is  a  singular  occurrence  as  far  as  I  am  aware  oft  jl 
had  every  mark  of  being  quite  recent ;  that  ft,  there  wat- 
ho  evident  affection  of  the  arachnoid,  the  pia  nutter,  or 
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Jfcl  Arnjp,and  no  ejeet  amount  of  vasfnjax  tiurjesccnce, 
amsl,  ajQrepver,,the  fluid  seemed  to  hare  confined  itsejf 
etapjy  by  its  own  rapid  local  exudation  presainf  op, 
g)sn  nurroondinf  parts,  for,  with  very  slight  pressure, 
when  the  calvarium  waa  removed,  it  disseminated  itself 
jft.fbo  surrounding  sinuses.  Waa  this  the  direct  con- 
auquence  of  the  poison  taken  or  not  ?  I  am  inclined 
to  think  so,  if  the  state  of  the  circulating  system 
generally,  that  is,  the  emptiness  of  the  heart,  and 
arteries,  and  the  general  venous  congestion,  be  owing 
to  tfeis  cause,  and  was  suddenly  produced.  The  state 
Of  the  follicular  glands  of  the  stomach  must  have 
tainted  for  some  time  previously,  and  to  this  condition 
Was  probably  owing  the  pain  and  uneasy  sensations  she 
bad  suffered  from,  more  or  less,  for  some  time  before. 
-  The  jury  asked  if  such  a  condition  might  not  pro- 
sksee  such  painful  sensations  as  would  induce  her  to 
fate  1ft*  essential  oil  by  way  of  relieving  herself?  1 
thought  not ;  the  pain  would  not  be  violent,  although 
from  the  empty  state  of  the  stomach  I  thought  such 
uneasy  dyspeptic  sensations  might  be  produced  as 
ssjsaiU  esvasmn  extreme  depression  of  spirits.  From 
ths>  circumstances  of  the  case  there  can  scarcely  be  a 
doubt  but  that  she  took  it  as  a  poison,  with  a  view  of 
fjesjtooying  life. 

The  interval  which  elapsed  between  the  time  of  her 
■;  wallowing  it  and  that  of  her  becoming  insensible,  is 
trail  worthy  of  notice,  though  not  uncommon.  She 
wast  able  to  cork  the  bottle,  put  it  in  the  has;,  pull  the 
sjisisjsov  and  hang  it  on  the  chair,  before  it-took  much 
«fe)tt,  though  it  is  necessary  to  remark  that  all  this 
could  be  done  without  the  necessity  of  her  getting  out 
of  bed. 

At  the  dose  of  my  examination  at  the  inquest, 
{More  Peter  Warburton,  Esq.,  coroner  tor  the  city,) 
1  gam  it  as  my  opinion  "  that  death  was  occasioned 
ty  the  essential  oil  of  bitter  almonds,  taken  on  an 
Osnpty  stomach,  and  that  the  deceased  did  not  take 
encee  than  fifteen  or  twenty  drops.1'  This  opinion 
was  grounded  on  the  symptoms  being  such  as  would 
be  produced  from  a  like  cause;  on  the  presence  of  the 
morbid  signs  which  the  inspection  of  the  body  usually 
chews  in  such  cases ;  on  the  absence  of  any  other 
evident  disease  capable  of  producing  death ;  on  the 
etate  of  the  system  at  the  time  being  most  favourable 
tor  the  operation  of  this  poison;  on  the  presence  of 
the  poison  in  the  stomach ;  and  on  the  authority  of 
ansae  which  have  previously  occurred.  I  then  read  to 
taesn  the  ease  which  occurred  to  Mr.  Chaasnse,  of 
Birmingham,  where  a  druggist  took  half  an  ounce  of 
M  almond  flavour,"  containing  about  30  drops  of  the 
ssajejitisl  oil,  which  is  detailed  in  Taylor's  work  on 
rjttftdical  Jurisprudence,  recently  published.  It  was 
taken  on  a  full  stomach  too,  but  though  it  did  not 
Jerainate  fatally,  the  man  had  a  very  narrow  escape 
with  his  life. 

Ike  essential  oil  has  every  appearance  of  being  very 
and  if  it  really  is  so,  it  will  not  excite  much 
i  that  fifteen  or  twenty  drops  should  have  pro- 
fatal  effects,  since  it  contains,  according  to 
from  8  to  14  per  cent,  of  pure  anhydrous 
i  acid,  whilst  the  officinal  prussic  acid  does  not 
snore  than  from  1  to  6  per  cent,  of  the  pure 
It  ia  therefore  nearly  four  times  as  strong,  and 
i  the  oil  to  be  only  of  moderate  strength, 


tay  10  per  cent,  the  done  of  fifteen  drpnawiUoontain 
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ever  been  taken  bv  man}witL_  7_  ^ _  _ .       _    „_,  

numbers  ot  JciseS  are*  ,on '  record  whett  afsmaller^ddie^ 
baa  pro&icea*  deafc.  if  ii1  not*  uncommon*  foV'aVua;- 
gists  to  sell  it  to  oraTnarj  customers  In*  tmV  &neeW 
tratedform,  oritfonebut  slightly  d3ratea"oMder*tfitV 
name  of  *'  peaeh-huYofi,*  but  they  surely  thoufll  ugvuV 
be  allowed  to  do  so.  Even  the3  different:  pteparatlbmV 
from  it,  as  tne  *  essence'  6T1  alfaanda,"1  "'attiomf 
flavour/*  "ratafia,"  Ac.,  wblcff  are  sold  every  unylm/ 
domestic  purposes,  are' much' strohget  than  hi  s^Beralry 
supposed.  The  dilution  is  seldom  greater*  thad  oil 
part  of  the  oil  to  seven  or  eight  parts  of  the  effluent? 
and  m  this  form  they  are  rttf  nearly  as  strong;  sr  tae 
prussic  acid  of  the"1  London  Phhraacopcefa.  The  uVujf- 
gist  on  the  present  occasion  used  every  other  caution, 
and  only  erred,  as  most  of  his  brethren  err,  in  setting 
it  in  so  condensed  a  form,  which  should  never  be  per- 
mitted. That  so  deadly  a  poison  as  this  should  be4 
allowed  to  be  sold  for  the  purpose  of  flavouring  pastry, 
liqueurs,  and  other  articles  of  diet,  has  already  been 
pointed  out  by  "Professor  Taylor  as  a  glaring  instance 
of  the  disgraceful  state  of  medical  poMoe  in  this  coun- 
try;  and  it  is  to  be  nOp*d,W  long,  that  some  check 
will  be  given  to  prevent  the  Unrestrained  sale  of  tins 
and  other  powerful  poisons  which  may  now  be  every- 
where procured,  and  by  every  ^ody.  Such  a  isesriint, 
although  perhaps  it  might  not  lessen  very  maeh  the 
number  of  cases  of  self-destruction,  would  at  any  rate 
prevent  the  occurrence  of  such  fatal  srffidraUi,  as 
must  otherwise  take  place  rrotn  time  to  time;  and  use 
sooner'it  is  established,  the  better: 


EXTRAORDINARY    CASE     OF     GUN-SHOT 
WOUND,  WHERE  THE  CHARGE  PASSED  I 
PROM  THE  NAVEL  TO  THE  BACK,  WITH- 
OUT FATAL  CONSEQUENCES. 

By  Edwabj)  Davikll,  Esq.,  Newport  PagueL 

(Read  at  the  Anniversary  Meeting  of  the  frosjesaal 
MsaUeal  and  Surgical  Association,  Annus* £>  1**>. 

The  following  case  will  perhaps  be  interesting  more 
from  its  novelty  than  for  its  value  in  a  surgical  point 
of  view. 

John  Smith,  a  fisherman,  aged  about  25  years,  went 
out  on  a  Sunday  morning,  in  the  winter  of  1837,  with 
two  companions.  One  of  these  persons  possessed  a 
gun,  which  was  so  constructed  that  it  could  he  taken 
to  pieces  and  stowed  in  the  pocket.  I  am  not  nrenarsd 
to  say  whether  these  gentlemen  designed  a  trespass  oa 
the  game-laws,  or  whether  their  predatory  eicnrsions 
had  only  reference  to  those  minor  bipeds,  which  the 
legislature  have  considered  too  insignificant  tor  their 
especial  projection.  I  opine,  however,  that  any  wild 
animal  capable  of  yielding  a  Sunday's  dinner,  would 
have  been  in  great  jeopardy  bad  it  have  been  Inokkss 
enough  to  cross  their  path  at  that  time.  Certain  It  is 
they  themselves  felt  their  pursuit  was  lawless,  for  {hey 
hastily  took  their  weapon  to  pieces,  on  observing  4h© 
owner  of  the  fields  approaching  them.  In  rersflfrrtjag 
it  a  second  time  the  stock  was  not  in  perfect  sjmosfrtfna, 
and  the  trass****,  whose  business  it  was  to  ressjer  tjhe 
weapon  JfetemrMw,  observing  this  effect,  soujftn)  to 
Pews^itlrystrilmt^  butt  em*  sjuvpiy  eye*  the 
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ground.  The  remit  may  be  anticipated,  for  the  gun 
went  off,  lodging  its  contents  in  the  body  of  John 
Smith,  who  stood  about  three  yards  from  its  mussle. 

I  was  sent  for  immediately,  and  arrived  Just  as  the 
poor  fellow  was  brought  home.  The  contents,  of  the 
gan  had  entered  abont  half  an  inch  below  the  navel, 
on  the  right  side,  and  had  passed  ont  abont  two  inches 
above  the  hip,  and  three  from  the  vertebral  colnmn ; 
the  distance  from  wound  to  wound  was  about  six 
inches,  I  could  not  decide  at  the  moment  whether  the 
charge  had  passed  directly  through  the  body,  or 
whether  by  the  resistance  of  the  abdominal  muscles, 
it  had  been  diverted  in  its  course,  and  had  made  a 
semicircular  transit  immediately  under  the  integuments. 
Such  a  thing  struck  me  as  being  possible,  although 
not  very  probable.  Under  the  circumstances  I  thought 
it  right  to  give  a  very  unfavourable  prognosis,  and  tbe 
iamily  of  the  poor  man  were  prepared  for  a  fatal  issue. 
The  ignited  wadding  or  cartridge  passed  through  the 
wound  unextinguished,  and  set  fire  to  the  shirt,  opposite 
the  posterior  opening. 

.  The  public  prints  gave  a  detail  of  the  accident  at 
the  time,  but  the  public  were  never  informed  of  the 
result. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  in  the  recollection  of  many 
gentlemen  present,  at  any  rate  it  must  be  familiar  to 
those  who  are  in  the  habit  of  reading  and  treasuring 
remarkable  surgical  cases,  that  in  the  year  181 1  or  1812, 
a  gentleman  in  the  act  of  taking  his  horse  from  his 
gig,  was  in  consequence  of  the  impatience  of  the 
animal,  suddenly  pinned  to  the  wall,  the  end  of  tbe 
shaft  coming  in  contact  with  his  side,  penetrated  the 
thorax,  making  its  way  completely  through  the  chest, 
and  passing  out  under  the  opposite  axilla.  My 
memory  will  not  serve  me  to  mention  the  name  of  the 
surgeon  who  attended,  and  afterwards  published  a  nar- 
rative of  the  case.  Sir  William  Blizzard,  I  know,  was 
called  in.  I  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  this 
case  after  the  patient's  wonderful  recovery.  He  was 
brought  to  Mr.  Brookes' s  amphitheatre,  at  the  time  I 
was  a  pupil  there;  the  pamphlet  was  read,  and  the 
gentleman  submitted  himself  to  be  freely  examined  by 
all  the  students.  The  case  made  a  great  noise  at  the 
time.  I  quote  it  simply  to  justify  my  own  practice  in 
the  manner  I  treated  John  Smith.  The  surgeons 
looked  upon  the  case  as  hopeless;  so  did  1.  They 
merely  defended  tbe  wound ;  I  did  no  more.  There  was 
neither  probing  nor  poking,  no  endeavours  to  remove 
extraneous  substances.  Nature  was  left  to  her  own 
operations,  and  nature  in  each  case  did  her  business, 
far  better  than  we,  her  assistants,  could.  In  the  case 
of  John  Smith,  tbe  wounds  digested  properly,  portions 
of  garment,  and  other  extraneous  matter  passed  out 
at  the  posterior  opening,  and  about  40  shot  passed 
with  them.  There  still  remains  under  the  integuments 
perhaps  15  or  20  of  the  shot,  but  he  suffers  no  incon- 
venience from  them,  and  is  scarcely  aware  of  their 
existence.    The  man  continues  in  excellent  health. 

I  am  quite  aware  that  this  case  has  nothing  to  re- 
commend it  to  your  notice,  except  as  exhibiting  one 
of  those  extraordinary  events,  which  show  either  the 
marvellous  interposition  of  Divine  Providence,  or  a 
concatenation  of  opposing  influences,  whereby  what 
would  appear  to  human  judgment  as  mortal  injuries, 
are,  after  all,  without  human  aid,  rendered  harmless. 
Tw  account  lor  these  anomalies  is  out  of  the  reach 


of  mortal  speculation,  for  who  is  capable  of  pointing 
out  the  idiosyncrasy  which  succumbs  in  one  case,  sad 
resists  in  another ;  or  can  tell  by  what  extraordinary 
process  the  most  formidable  weapons  shall  enter  the 
great  magazine  of  human  existence,  and  in  the  rudest 
manner  interfere  with  the  most  delicate  structures, 
and  the  functions  of  animal  life  be  yet  preserved. 

There  is  one  practical  inference  which  I  think  may 
be  drawn  from  this  case,  and  that  is,  in  deep  and  dan- 
gerous injuries,  where  vital  parts  may  be  involved  in 
the  mischief,  the  less  we  interfere  with  the  processes  of 
nature  the  better,  and  I  am  convinced  that  much  evil 
is  often  inflicted  by  our  readiness  to  anticipate  the 
beautiful  workings  of  the  vit  medicatrix  natvrm. 


INFLUENCE  OP  MALARIA  IN  THE  PRODUC- 
TION OF  INTERMTTTENTS  AT  SOME  DIS- 
TANCE FROM  ITS  SOURCE. 

TO   THS  EDITOR  OF  THS  PROVINCIAL  MBDICAX  Aim 


Sin, 


SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


I  have  received  by  this  day's  post,  from  an  early 
friend  of  mine,  and  a  man  of  first-rate  attainments  in 
his  profession,  —  Henry  Parkin,  M.Dn  lately  prin- 
cipal medical  officer  of  the  Royal  Marine  Infirmary  at 
Woolwich, — a  letter  containing  some  remarks  which, 
perhaps,  you  will  think  with  me,  are  of  suffdeat 
importance  to  be  submitted  to  the  world  through  the 
medium  of  your  pages.  They  relate  to  the  fact  ad- 
verted to  in  the  address  which  I  had  the  honour  of 
reading  to  the  members  of  the  Provincial  Medical 
Association,  assembled  at  Northampton,  on  August  7th 
that  fevers  of  an  intermittent  and  remittent  type  net 
nnfinequently  appear  at  a  considerable  distance  from 
the  source  of  the  malaria  that  causes  them,  lb 
make  the  subject  perfectly  intelligible  to  your  readers, 
I  shall  subjoin,  first,  the  extract  from  my  address ;  sad 
then  Dr.  Parkin's  interesting  commentary  upon  it 
Believe  me  to  be,  Sir, 
Yours  faithfully, 

A.  ROBERTSON,  MJ>. 

Northampton,  Aug.  24,  1844. 

Extract  from  Dr.  Robertson's  Address,  read  before 
the  .Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  at 
Northampton,  on  the  7th  instant : — 

"  In  1828,  ague  was  epidemic  hereabouts. 

In  that  instance,  it  was  surprising  to  see  how  it  smote 
higher  elevations,  even  more  than  villages  on  a  much 
lower  level.  The  reason  of  this  curious  and  unex- 
pected fact  probably  is,  that  the  miasmata  producing 
ague,  though  generated  in  low  grounds,  or  swamps,  are 
sure  to  rise  in  the  atmosphere  by  their  levity,  and  are 
apt  to  impinge  against  the  neighbouring  heights.  What 
the  miasmata  precisely  are,  in  their  chemical  pro- 
perties, we  know  not;  but  it  is  certain  they  attach 
themselves  to  the  hydrogen  gas  usually  evolfed  in 
situations  where  there  is  stagnant  water,  or  decaying 
vegetable  matter.  With  the  hydrogen  they  rise  into 
the  atmosphere,  and  often  become  more  manifest,  as  I 
have  just  said,  at  a  distance  than  nearer  to  their  son*** 
at  causes  of  disease." 
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Extract  flfom  a  totter  addressed  by  Henry  Parkin, 
M.D„  for  many  yean  senior  physician  of  the  Royal 
Marine  Infirmary  at  Woolwich,  to  A.  Robertson, 
M.D.,  President  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Association.  Bated  Woolwich,  23rd  August,  1844  :— 

"  There  is  a  passage  in  your  address  that  caught 
my  attention  particularly,  as  recording  a  fact 
which  I  have  had  occasion  to  observe  here ;  namely, 
the  distant  influence  of  the  malaria  of  ague  from  its 
.  origin.  A  hot  son  following  heavy  rain,  and  accom- 
panied by  a  light  air  from  the  eastward,  exhibits  the 
first  cases  of  ague,  on,  and  about  the  top  of  Shooter's 
Hill,  where  they  are  mild  and  easily  curable.  But  as 
the  cause  continues,  its  effects  are  gradually  traceable 
down  the  face  of  the  hill  to  Plumsfead  Common, 
where  the  cases  are  much  more  severe,  and  the 
type  of  the  disease  is  modified;  and  thence  to  the  village 
Mow,  which  is  situated  on  the  verge,  and  gives  name 
to  the  Phtmetead  marshes;  where  the  character  of 
the  disease  is  purely  remittent,  and  exhibits  aJT  the 
phenomena  of  the  Walckeren  epidemic;  and  here  is 
found  the  habitual  sallow  complexion,  with  its  usual 
concomitant  disease  of  the  abdominal  viscera,  com- 
mencing in  congestion,  and  terminating  in  dropskal 
effusion.  Men  who  have  entered  the  hospital  from 
which  I  have  lately  retired,  and  been  placed  near  the 
windows  upon  the  easterm  aspect,  having  syphilis,  or 
what  not,  have  been  attacked  by  ague  even  at  the 
distance  of  three  miles  or  more  from  the  source  of  the 
malaria ;  while  the  patients  on  the  other  ride  of  the 
ward,  have  been  unaffected." 

[Similar  facts  have  been  observed  by  the  late  Dr. 
John  Macullocb,  and  are  recorded  in  his  work  on  remit- 
tent and  intermittent  diseases,  published  some  years 
ago.    Ed.] 
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The  report  of  the  Collegiate  School  of  Meq>cine 
of  Birmingham,  to  which  we  have  alluded  in 
another  column,  affords  valuable  evidence  of  what 
may  be  effected  towards  the  improvement  of  the 
medical  profession,  by  zealous  and  persevering 
exertion.  It  is  from  such  efforts  as  these  that  we 
are  led  to  expect  brighter  prospects  than  the  present 
aspect  of  affairs  would  seem  to  warrant.  Our  la- 
mented associate,  Dr.  Barlow,  whose  long  attention 
to  the  subject,  and  comprehensive  views,  qualified 
htm  better  than  most  persons  to  form  an  opinion, 
constantly  urged  that  sound  principles  of  medical 
education  must  form  the  basis  of  a  real  and  emcient 
reform  of  our  Medical  Institutions ;  and,  in  as  far 
as  the  right  to  public  protection  of  the  corporate 
and  individual  privileges  of  medical  practitioners 
■mat  depend  upon  their  genuine  claims  to  public 


confidence^  there  can  be  no  question  of  the  correct- 
ness of  tfue  opinion.  * 

Let  us  for  one  moment  retrace  our  steps,  and, 
looking  at  the  position  of  the  medical  profession 
prior  to  the  passing  of  the  Apothercaries ' .  Act  .of 
1815,  what,  it  may  be  asked,  would  have  beenthe 
effect  with  which  the  removal  of  all  restrictions  from 
the  •  practice  of  medicine  by  the  ignorant  and 
the  unqualified  must,  at  that  time,  have  been 
attended?  Many  of  the  apothecaries  or  general 
praotttienera  of.  that  day  were  no  doubt  men 
of  high  attainments,  deserving  of  public  con- 
fidence, and  well  qualified  for  the  duties  of  their 
profession;  but  a- vast  number  of  those  who  at  that 
time  were  practising  as  apotheraries,  with  or 
without  licence,  were  as  entirely  without  real 
daim  to  dm  psoteetion  of  the  legislature,  as  any 
empirical  trader  in  human  life  and  health,  to  whose 
homicidal  practices  on  his  fellow  creatures  the  bill 
of  the  Home  Secretary  afford*  both  countenance  and 
encouragement.  Whether  or  not  the  power  was 
vested  in  the  right  hands  we  shall  not  here  stop  to 
enquire,  but  the  principles  recognised  by  the  act  of 
1815, — real  medical  qualification,  and  protection 
for  the  public  from  the  practices  of  the  unqualified, 
— are  sound  and  just.  As  far  as  the  provisions  for 
carrying  them  out  would  admit  of,  they  worked 
well }  a  class  of  practitioners  of  far  higher  qualifi- 
cations was,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  prepared 
for  the  public  service,  and  though  the  protective 
clauses  of  the  act  were  difficnlt  to  put  in  force, 
Imperfect  and  unsatisfactory  in  operation,  and  not 
always  wisely  applied,  the  dread  of  the  power 
which  unquesbooabry  existed,  proved  a  salutary 
check  upon  the  illegal  practitioners  and  a  corres- 
ponding safeguard  to  the  public. 

We  have  before  contended  that  the  Govern- 
ment is,  on  general  principles,  called  upon  to  pro- 
tect the  subjects  of  the  state,  from  the  artifices  of 
designing  men;  and  that  it  by  no  means  weakens 
the  claim  to  protection,  because  the  victim  of  the. 
artifice,  from  want  of  knowledge,  himself  becomes 
an  assistant  in  the  delusion  under  which  be  is  the 
sufferer.  A  wise  legislator,  therefore,  irre- 
spective of  the  claims  to  consideration  of  the 
authorised  medical  practitioner,  or  of  the  actual 
condition  and  efficiency  of  the  medical  profession, 
would*  have  felt  it  his  first  duty  to  endeavour  to 
provide  against  all  such  artifice  and  delusion.  'The 
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fafufy  revoking  to  tbe  oosmaunity  el  large 
whatever  cause,  whether  from  the  prentice  of  die 
tmqsjsjjisri  or  from  the  went  of  proper  .medical 
ndVfoe,  forms  the  chief  ground  on  which  Me  titer* 
fereace  ee  a  legislator  is  called  for,  and  every  pro- 
yjafen  for  the  due  regulation  of  the  medical  pro- 
wmch  he  recommends,  or  proposes  to 
should  have  this  principle  mainly  in  view. 
The  object,  therefore,  of  the  Home  Secretary,  even 
had  the  qualifications  of  the  existing  medical  prac- 
titioners been  less  eminent  than  they  now  are, 
should  have  been  to  give  protection  from  the  un- 
qualified $  and  in  furtherance  of  that  object,  to 
regulate  and  improve  the  qualifications  for  practice 
of  those  who  were  to  be  licensed  to  undertake  the 
«charge  of  the  sick.  But  when  medical  practitioner*, 
most  of  them  well-qualified  by  high  profes- 
sional acquirements,  come  forwaad  to  solicit 
such  further  improvements  m  the  Peculation  of 
their  eoQegiate  and  corporate  institutions  as  tbe 
onward  course  of  events,  and  more  enlarged  ex. 
pertence,  has  pointed  out  as  likely  to  prove  bene- 
£cial,— to  be  met  at  the  threshold  with  a  declaration 
4hat  the  public  must  henceforth  be  left  a  prey  to 
artifice  and  delusion,  and  that  the  illiterate  and  the 
nnqualified  pretender  to  medical  skill  must,  as  far  as 
the  right  to  practice  medicine  is  concerned,  be 
.placed  on  the  same  footing  as  themselves,  is  as 
monstrous  in  principle  as  regards  the  medical 
ptomssion  as  it  must  prove  injurious  in  practice  to 
the  interests  of  the  community. 

Now  that  which  gives  snob  strength  to  the  posi- 
tion of  the  present  race  of  medical  practitioners,  in 
the  resistance  which  they  are  about  to  offer  to  this 
•absurd  and  uncalled  for  deviation  from  sound  prin- 
ciples of  protective  government,  is  the  high  cha- 
racter for  professional  knowledge  and  skill  to 
which,  partly  from  the  operation  of  the  Apothe- 
caries Act,  and  partly  from  other  causes,  they  have 
attained.  It  is  the  professional  and  other  attain- 
ments which  they  are  already  known  to  possess, 
which  gives  strength  to  their  position,  and  the 
force  of  truth  and  justice  to  their  arguments.  We 
4o  not  think;  that  these  argumenta,if  perseveringly, 
irmly,  and  temperately  urged,  can  ultimately  mil 
of  effect.  Even  the  Home  Secretary  himself,  pre- 
judiced as  be  probably  is  in  fr vour  of  his  own 
views,  albeit  perhaps  hastily  taken  up,  we  would 
Ain  hope  will  be  disposed  to  regard,  with  some* 


tMugf  lane  respect^  eho'  onsjnemoue  espunsassj  of 
opinion  with  which  this  portion  6?  his  measure  wtt 
be  assailed  The  claim  of  this  opinion  to  Jmoensv 
deration,  as  well  as  to  the  oonskferati on  of  then) 
who  are  ultimately  to  deal  with  the  measure, 
results  from  the  intellectual  position  of  Jhsse  map 
urge  it,  and  every  measure  which  tends  to  exek 
that  position,  whether  its  bearing  be  immediate  or 
remote,  at  all  times  of  importance  to  the  weave 
of  the  profession,  becomes  now  of  far  higher 
moment,  and  is  fraught  with  consequences  which 
can  scarcely  be  anticipated.  The  estaatisbntet 
then,  of  those  institutions,  the  object  of  which  is  to 
facilitate  the  acquirement  of  preliminary  and  pro- 
fessional knowledge,  to  cultivate  the  intettecteil 
faculties,  and  to  inculcate  at  the  same  time  moss 
principles  of  morality  and .  religion,  without  which 
the  most  splendid  acquirements  but  too  frequaiuy 
tend  only  to  facilitate  the  commission  of  evil,  most 
be  hailed  with  feelings  of  deep  gratihoauoa. 

To  return  to  the  subject  which  has  given  rise  to 
these  observations,  we  look  upon  the  introduction 
of  the  collegiate  system  into  the  provincial  sehseli 
of  medicine,  as  a  great  step  towards  the  attainment 
of  a  real  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the 
medical  profession  5  and  we  may  add  that  no  ssreM 
observer  of  the  progress  of  events  can  give  atten- 
tion to  Mr.  Martin's  benevolent  project  of  providing 
sound  preliminary  education  for  tbe  sons  of  mem- 
bers of  the  medical  profession,  many  of  whom 
will  doubtless  be  destined  to  follow  the  seofssacn 
of  their  fathers,  without  seeing  that  such  aa 
establishment  as  tbe  one  recommended  by  him 
must  materially  contribute  towards  the  attainmeat 
of  tbe  same  important  end. 
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July  6th,  1844. 

—  Dufton,  Esq.,  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  West  Bromich,  sent  for  exhibition 

a  specimen   of  stricture  of  the  colon,  accompanied 

with  the  following  account :—  J 

FATAL  OtSB   OF  CONSTIPATION. 

The  morbid  specimen  of  colon  was  takea  neavtat 
body  of  a  very  fine  healthy  looking  woman,  aged  t6, 
the  mother  of  three  children.  She  had  suffered  for 
nearly  a  week  before  death,  from  all  the  syms*swtf 
enteritis,  with  obstinate  constipation,  whichcoold  not 
be  overcome  with  the  exception  of  two  cfecmttossj 
which  followed  the  exhibition  of  the  /r*  d"* 
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Onosmsangthe  ahdosi saa,  it  w 
the  whole  oT  the  contents  of  the  intestines  had 
into  the  peritoneal  cavity.  The  upper  part  of  the  as- 
cending portion  of  the  colon,  and  the  fint  portion  of 
it*  arch,  were  in  a  sphacelated  state,  with  numerous 
aaall  rents  or  openings  into  it. 

At  the  upper  portion  of  the  sigmoid  flexure  of  the 
colon,  the  specimen  of  contraction  was  obtained,  and 
on  its  being  searched,  a  small  bone,  apparently  one  of 
the  phalanges  of  a  small  pig,  fell  from  the  upper  por* 
tionof  it. 

Not  the  least  portion  of  faces  was  found  below  the 
obstructed  part.  All  other  viscera  of  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen  were  perfectly  healthy.  Chest  not  examined ; 
but  she  bad  never  had  any  symptoms  of  disease  in 
that  cavity.  The  woman's  friends  state  that  she  had 
complained  of  having  a  swelling  in  the  left  lumbar 
region  ever  since  her  accouchement  last  December, 
and  that  she  had  been  a  week  or  two  together  without 
passing  a  stool,  and  that  latterly  the  portions  of  farces 
have  been  no  larger  than  sheep's  or  rabbit's  dung. 

ANEHCEFHA.LOUS  M0N8TE081TY.    v/ 

Mr,  Clarkson  then  communicated  the  following 
account  of  tbe  dissection  of  the  anencephalous  mons- 
stroeity,  which  was  exhibited  to  tbe  Society  at  the  last 
meeting,  and  which  he  haddissected  at  Mr.  Elkington'e 
request. 

The  whole  of  the  frontal  portion  of  the  os  frontb 
was  absent.  The  parietal,  occipital,  and  temporal  bones 
wove  small  but  perfect  The  cervical  vertebral  wens 
present,  but  being  curved  forwards  at  an  obtuse  angle, 
brought  tbe  occiput  into  contact  with  the  first  dorsal 
vertebra),  thus  giving  rise  to  the  appearance  of  the 
head  being  fixed  on  the  shoulders. 

The  aperture  through  which  the  membranes  had 
protruded,  was  situated  between  the  atlas  and  occi- 
pital bone,  the  posterior  arch  of  the  former  bone  being 
absent*  The  whole  of  the  dorsal  and  lumbar  vertebra 
were  present,  but  neither  in  them,  nor  in  the  cervical, 
could  I  distinguish  any  trace  of  a  canal  for  the  spinal 
cord,  its  development  having  apparently  ceased  at  the 
point  where  tbe  membranes  protruded.  * 

TTiere  was  an  entire  absence  of  the  brain,  t>et  I 
could  distinctly  trace  the  pnenmogastric  and  hypo- 
glossal nerves  from  below  upwards,  nearly  to  their  exit 
from  the  skull,  where  they  became  too  indistinct  to 
follow,  even  when  aided  by  a  lens. 

The  nerves  composing  the  brachial  plexus,  as  also 
the  great  sciatic,  were  present,  and  could  be  followed 
almost  to  the  vertebral  column,  where  they  appeared 
to  terminate  in  numerous  delicate  filaments. 

The  thoracic  and  abdominal  viscera  were  normally 
developed;  the  descending  colon  and  rectum  con- 
taining a  large  quantity  of  meconium. 

fiebous  tumour  or  the  uterus*  / 
Mr.  Elkington  brought  forward  a  fibrous  tumour  of 
the  uterus,  and  gave  the  following  description  of  the 
case:— 

Bars.  Hawkea,  46  years  of  age,  has  been  a  widow 
twenty  years.  She  bad  one  child  born  about  the 
seventh  or  eighth  month.  She  came  under  my  care 
in  January,  1836,  for  a  violent  attack  of  influenza ; 
mis  was  followed  by  hysteria  and  f urictional  disease  of 
flat  heart.  She  remained  a  constant  invalid.  In  1840 
she  began  to  menstruate  more  freely  than  usual,  and 


continued  without  nsuoh  alteration  till  October,  1842;. 
she  waa  much  troubled  with  constipation,  and  felt,  on 
evacuating  the  bowels,  as  if  something  pressed  on  the* 
rectum;  at  that  time  we  discovered  a  small  round  tumour 
in  the  anterior  part  of  the  uterus.  It  could  be  felt  by- 
external  examination,  and  was  nearly  on  a  level  witl* 
the  pubis.  The  os  uteri  was  nearly  closed.  She  con- 
tinued about  the  same  till  March,  1843.  The  tumour 
slowly  increasing,  and  her  strength  gradually  decreas- 
ing, she  now  took  to  her  bed,  and  was  scarcely  ever 
able  to  sit  up  afterwards. 

In  October,  1843>  the  tumour  had  considerably 
increased.  She  occasionally  had  flooding  to  a  consi- 
derable extent,  and  began  about  this  time  to  suffer 
pain.    Tbe  os  uteri  nearly  closed. 

February  8,  1844.  The  tumour  much  increased* 
is  circumscribed,  situated  mostly  in  the  centre,  and 
reaching  to  tbe  umbilicus.  There  U  now  a  degree  of 
elasticity  about  it.  On  making  an  examination  per 
vaginam,  the  tumour  is  found  to  occupy  the  whole  oi 
the  pelvis,  the  os  uteri  flat  and  very  small,  the  cervix 
obliterated.  Anteriorly  the  tumour  feels  rather  softer  ► 
On  applying  pressure  over  the  tumour  externally,  and 
at  the  same  time  internally,  an  impulse  is  felt. 

Examination  per  rectum.—- High  up  the  tumour  is 
felt  large  and  harder,  and  pressing  against  tbe  intestine. 

February  29th.  She  is  getting  weaker;  the  pain  is 
worse,  and  the  periodical  discharge  is  more  frequent 
and  more  profuse ;  at  other  times  she  is  nearly  free 
from  vaginal  discharge.  The  uterus  very  much  an-  . 
larged  anteriorly,  and  very  low  down,  filling  the  vagina; 
the  cervix  uteri  obliterated ;  the  os  uteri  thrown  very 
far  bank  and  high  up;  it  is  a  mare  opening,  like  a  hole 
in  a  round  ball. 

About  the  end  of  March  the  tumour  had  passed 
through  the  os  uteri,  occupying  the  whole  of  the 
vagina.  The  finger  could  not  be  passed  round  the 
tumour,  nor  could  the  os  be  felt.  Tbe  pain  was  more 
frequent  and  distressing,  frequently  of  a  burning, 
piercing  nature.  She  had  now  a  constant  offensive 
discharge,  obstinate  constipation,  and  difficulty  in 
passing  her  urine.  She  gradually  got  worse,  and  died 
June,  1844. 

On  making  a  port-moriem  examination,  we  found 
the  viscera  of  the  chest  healthy,  but  very  pale.  The 
viscera  of  the  abdomen  were  in  the  same  state.  Tbe 
enlarged  uterus  reached  above  the  umbilicus.  It  has 
been  removed  for  your  inspection.  At  the  fundus, 
within  the  parietea,  and  projecting  upwards,  is  a  small 
encysted  tumour;  there  is  also  a  tumour,  about  the- 
size  of  a  walnut,  attached  to  the  left  round  ligament. 
On  cutting  into  it,  it  presents  a  fibro-schirrous  appear- 
ance. On  making  a  section  of  the  uterus  and  internal 
tumour,  it  was  found  attached  to  nearly  the  whole  of 
the  fundus  and  right  side  of  the  uterus ;  two-thirds  of 
the  tumour  had  passed  through  the  os.  Internally  it 
is  fibrous  in  its  texture,  with  a  number  of  cells  st  the 
lower  part.  Externally,  the  surface  of  the  tumour  at 
the  most  depending  part,  is  covered  by  small  ulcere* 
tfons.  The  tumour,  with  the  uterus,  &c,  weighs  two 
ounces  and  three  quarters. 

The  bladder  was  thickened  and  contracted  ;  the  inner 
surface  covered  by  a  dark  substance,  which  cannot  be 
essay  peeled  off. 

The  treatment  was  mostly  palliative.  At  one  time- 
she  thought  she  wss  relieved  by  the  ioduret  of  Iron. 
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FATAL  UTBBIKK   HAMOBBRA6I. 

Dr.  Waddy  exhibited  a  placenta  which  had  been 
taken  from  a  patient  who  had  died  from  internal 
hemorrhage  prior  to  delivery.  Cesarean  section,  half 
an  hour  after  death. 

I  was  called,  on  the  evening  of  Sunday,  June  16,  in  a 
great  hurry,  to  see  Mrs.  James,  residing  at  No.  2, 
—  Court,  Hollo  way -Head,  an  out-patient  of  the 
Lying-in-Hospital.  I  found  her  evidently  in  a  state  of 
great  collapse ;  the  pulse  was  small,  feeble,  and  tre- 
mulous ;  the  skin  cold  and  damp,  and  the  face  pale ; 
«he  also  complained  of  a  very  violent  cramping  pain 
round  the  upper  part  of  the  abdomen,  which  had  been 
•constant  for  several  hours,  and  which  she  thinks  was 
•occasioned  by  a  violent  exertion  in  tbe  morning.  She 
had  not  had  any  labour  pains,  and  the  os  uteri  was 
but  slightly  dilated,  just  admitting  the  points  of  two 
Angers ;  it  was  however  soft  and  dilatable.  There  had 
not  been  any  external  hemorrhage,  nor  was  my  finger 
blooded  by  making  the  vaginal  examination.  The 
abdominal  parietes  were  firm  and  unyielding.  There 
being  no  appearance  of  labour,  I  left,  having  adminis- 
tered a  dose  of  brandy  and  water*  She  was  ordered 
also  the  following  mixture:— Three  drachms  of  sul- 
pluric  ether,  one  drachm  of  battley's  sedative,  and 
seven-and-a-half  ounces  of  campbpr^  mixture.  An 
ounce  to  be  taken  every  four  bpurs^ 

I  was  almost  immediately  re-called,  and  found  on 
my  arrival  that  she  had  suffered  fromamatteckof  external 
hemorrhage,  which  had  still  further  ^reduced  her. 

The  os  uteri  was  about  the  sine -of  hatf-a-etown,  but 
there  was  not  the  least  appearance  of  uterine  action. 
In  the  hopes  of  exciting  it,  I  gave  her  a  dose  of  ergot, 
and  fresh  quantities  of  brandy,  but  the  ■  collapse'  con- 
tinuing, I  requested  the  assistance  of  Dr.  Waddy,  in 
whose  district  the  patient  resided.  The  Doctor  arrived 
just  as  the  woman  was  in  artiowlo  mortis.  Mr. 
EUrington  was  also  sent  for,  and  upon  hie- arrival  tt 
was  determined  to  open  the-  uterus  through  the  abdo* 
mfnal  parietes.  The  operation  was  accordingly  per- 
formed in  about  half  an  hour  from  the  death  of  the 
mother,  but  the  child  was  dead,  and  bad  been  so 
apparently  for  some  time.  The  placenta  waa  found  to 
be  entirely  detached  from  the  uterine  surface,  and  a 
very  large  and  firm  coagumm  occupied  the  posterior 
part  of  the  cavity  of  tbe  uterus. 

Dr.  Waddy  stated  that  he  was  indebted  to  Mr, 
Clarkson,  the  resident  surgeon  of  the  ly4na^in~h«8§4tal, 
for  the  above  case. 

RUPTURE   OF  THF   UTERUS. 

Mr.  Elkington  then  brought  forward  a  case  of  rup- 
ture of  the  uterus. 

Mrs.  iL,  aged  38,  the  wife  of  a  butcher,  a  very  fat, 
plethoric  woman,  self-willed  and  unmanageable.  Has 
had  seven  children  and  two  abortions.  Her  labours 
have  always  been  severe  and  slow,  until  the  bead  of 
the  child  has  approached  the  outlet,  when  it  has  been 
soon  expelled.  Her  abdomen  for  the  last  nve  or  six 
years  baa  been  very  large  and  pendulous..  She  has 
generally  obstinately  refused  to  go  to  bed  till,  the  last 
moment,  and  during  her  last  labour  she  remained  upon 
her  hands  and  knees  the  whole  time,  the  child  being 
born  on  the  floor.  Her  pains  have  always  been  more 
or  less  of  an  abdominal  character.  She  was  taken  in 
labour  of  her  eighth  child,  June  29th  last.    The 


brines  ruptured  about  six  o'clock,  a.m.,  pains  cen£%r ' 
soon  after,  and  I  was  requested  tojsee  her  about  nine' 
o'clock.  I  found  the  os  uteri  fully  dilated,  the  fee**- 
resting  at  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  presenting  hi  the' ' 
first  positon,  the  pains  frequent,  and  very  severe,  but ' 
of  an  abdominal  character,  and  often  spasmodic.  As 
usual,  she  remained  upon  her  hands  and  knees,  and 
no  persuasion  could  induce  her  to  undress  or  lie  down 
except  now  and  then  to  allow  an  examinaton.  I 
applied  a  bandage  to  support  the  belly,  and  fearing 
spme  accident,  remained  in  tbe  house.  She  progressed 
slowly,  but  about  three  o'clock  p.  m.,  the  head  occu- 
pied the  pelvis  and  began  at  times  to  press  against  fee- 
perineum.  At  this  time  the  pains  slackened  and  sfee 
appeared  a  little  exhausted,  and  as  she  had  not  taken 
anything  tbe  whole  of  the  day,  I  requested  the  nurse 
to  give  her  a  little  gruel,  with  a  tablespoonful  of  brandy, 
and  to  call  me  up  when  she  got  worse.  After  taking 
the  gruel  she  had  a  few  pains  on  her  hands  and  knees, 
and  one  violent  pain  in  the  belly,  during  which'  Sue 
threw  herself  all  along  on  the  floor ;  she  then  became 
easy,  laid  down  on  the  bed,  and  went  to  sleep.  She 
continued  to  sleep  till  nearly  six  o'clock.  The  nurse 
came  down  stairs  about  that  time  to  get  her  tea,  arid 
reported  that  she  was  still  asleep.  Shortly  afterwards 
I  went  up  stairs  to  look  at  her,  and  was  surprised  to 
find  her  sitting  on  a  chair.  I  immediately  noticed 
a  great  change  in  her  appearance ;  there  was  a  livid4 
hue  of  the  face,  accompanied  by  an  anxious  distressed 
expression.  Her  pulse  was  very  feeble,  the  face  add 
hands  cold,  and  the  fingers  purple ;  she  had  no  pain, 
had  not  vomited,  but  complained  of  sickness,  and  said 
she  had  got  off  the  bed  because  she  thought  she  was 
feoing  to  vomit.  I  requested  her  to  lie  down,  and  on 
making  an  examination  found  the  child  had  receded; 
I  could  feel  no  part  of  it.  The  vagina  was  partly  filled 
with  ooagula,  and  at  the  upper  part  I  could  feel  a  rent. 
As  soon  as  I  could  get  the  support  and  assistance  of 
Mr.  Russell  end  my  brother,  I  passed  my  hand  throngs 
the  laceration,  and  having,  with  some  difficulty,  got 
hold  of  one  foot  turned  the  child  and  delivered.  The 
feet  were  resting  against  the  anterior  parietes  of  the 
aJMJgmen,  and  placed  very  high  up.  We  had  great 
difficulty  in  effecting  the  delivery,  and  were  obliged  to 
fix  tfce  blunt  hook  on  the  lower  jaw  before  we  could 
complete  it.  The  placenta  was  found  detached  and 
lying  loose  in  the  belly.  On  making  an  examination, 
after  the  removal  of  the  placenta,  we  found  a  portion 
of  the  intestines  had  passed  through  the  laceration. 
Having  applied  i  bandage,  and  given  two  grains  of 
solid  opium,  we  left  her  about  nine  o'clock.  She  was 
then  a  little  revived,  warmer,  and  more  comfortable. 

I  would  here  observe  that  during  the  whole  of  the. 
labour,  whenever  she  had  a  pain  the  child  appeared  to 
be  drawn  up,  and  on  the  pain  going  off;  to  descend 
and  advance  a  little.  The  sense  occurred  after  theastl 
wore  brought  down,  and  we  could  only  progress  ey 
making  efforts  of  extraction  aa  each  pain  was  going  of. 
I  would  ask,  what  was  the  cause  tfthu  peculiar  action? 
Was  a  owing  to  spasmodic  contraction  n£  the  abdo- 
minal muscles,  or,  was  it  caused  by  the  contraction  of 
the  os  and-cervix  uteri,  before  the  laceration  aocmred* 
arooiidtattiieckclthocnumVorwu^ 
circular  fibres  only  of  tbe  uterus  contracting,**  ike? 
onset  of  each  pain,  but  followed  by  action  of  the  tongi- 
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On  Tinting  tor  at  elms  o'clock  the  we  night,  t 
foaad  her  better,  the  hands  and  feet  warm  5  poke 
improved.  She  had  vomited  once,  but  thought  she  had 
not  thrown  up  the  pill.  She  was  ordered  to  take  three 
drachms  of  mixture  of  camphor,  with  a  little  tincture  of 
opium  and  spirits  of  ammonia,  every  four  hours. 

June  30,  eight  o'clock  a.m.  She  has  slept  a  good 
deal  during  the  night ;  has  been  quiet  and  comfortable ; 
pulse  120,  and  less  feeble ;  discharge  natural ;  has 
passed  no  urine  ;  has  had  no  sickness;  no  pain  whilst 
she  lies  still,  but  complains  of  pain  and  great  soreness 
when  she  attempts  to  move.    She  is  perfectly  sensible. 

12  a.m.  About  the  same ;  pulse  120  and  fuller ; 
passed  six  or  eight  ounces  of  urine  ;  the  belly  is  very 
large. 

9  p.m.  Pulse  140  ;  complains  of  more  pain  ;  passed 
more  urine ;  in  other  respects  she  is  the  same.  Ordered 
one  grain  of  calomel  and  half  a  grain  of  opium,  every 
three  hours. 

July  1st,  10  a.m.  Has  passed  a  restless  night; 
vomited  three  or  four  times ;  great  pain  and  tender- 
ness in  the  abdomen,  more  particularly  about  the 
epigastrium ;  pulse  130;  passed  urine  four  times  in 
the  night,  and  twice  this  morning,  about  a  tea-cupful 
each  time;  tongue  furred  and  brownish;  breathing 
hurried.  Ordered  six  leeches  to  the  epigastrium,  and 
six  to  each  groin  ;  to  continue  the  pills. 

9  p.m.  Has  less  pain ;  pulse  140,  and  weaker ; 
vomiting  continues,  but  not  quite  so  distressing ;  makes 
water  freely ;  bowels  have  not  been  moved ;  has  slept 
a  little.  She  has  taken  milk  with  a  little  brandy,  which 
remains  on  her  stomach,  and  appears  to  agree  with  hen> 

July  2nd,  9  a.m.  Worse ;  vomiting  frequently  a 
black  fluid ;  breathing  laborious ;  pulse  feeble ;  restless 
and  tossing  about;  she  remains  sensible.  She  died 
about  five  o'clock  p.m. 

Poit-Mortem  examination,  July  3rd,  7  a.  m.  In 
the  abdomen  there  were  found  coagula  to  a  consid- 
erable extent ;  the  intestines  agglutinated ;  the  upper 
part  of  the  vagina  lacerated  posteriorly,  to  the  extent 
of  half  its  circumference.  The  laceration  took  place 
at  or  immediately  below  the  point  of  union  with  the 
uterus.  It  may  be  asked  what  was  the  cause  of  the 
laceration  ?  I  should  say  the  crampy  character  of  the 
pains,  and  the  unusually  pendulous  state  of  the  belty, 
and  that  much  increased  by  remaining  so  long  upon 
her  hands  and  knees,  dragging  the  uterus  forwards 
over  the  pubes,  and  stretching  the  posterior  surface  of 
the  vagina. 

Here  a  question  naturally  arises,  could  anything 
have  been  done  to  prevent  the  accident  ?  I  think  if  the 
patient  Juul  been  more  tractable,  much  might  have 
been  done,  and  with  the  probability  of  success.  It  is 
very  possible,  if  she  had  been  kept  in  the  recumbent 
position  to  lessen  the  dragging  forwards  of  the  cervix 
uteri  and  vagina,  had  the  rectum  emptied  by  injections 
to  remove  any  impediment  to  the  descent  of  the  head 
which  might  be  afforded  by  the  accumulation  of  scybala, 
and  had  she  been  bled,  and  afterwards  taken  an  opiate 
to  remove  the  spasmodic  character  of  the  pains,  the 
laceration  jsngbt  have  been  prevented.  It  is  useless, 
as  far  as  this  case  is  concerned,  speculating  on  what 
might  have  been  done;  nothing  met  done,  no*  mould 
she  eubmitto  any  kind  of  treatment,  but  reAacSkms 
on* an  unsuccessful  ease  may  be  useful  in 
should- they  occur  in  future. 
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SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

Sin, 
I  remember,  at  an  early  period  of  my  taking  an  in- 
terest in  promoting  the  objects  of  the  Provincial 
Medical  Association,  being  chided  by  a  practitioner  of 
some  renown,  (who  was  advanced  in  years,  and  pos- 
sessed of  ample  fortune,)  for  advocating  a  cause  which 
induced  my  confrh-et  to  quit  their  homes  and  assemblo 
at  a  distant  part  of  the  kingdom,  to  the  great  distress 
of  their  patients,  whose  commands  and  summons  they 
ought  to  keep  themselves  continually  in  readiness  to 
obey.  The  effect  of  the  rebuke,  as  happens  in  all 
similar  cases  of  unjust  severity,  served  only  to  increase* 
my  ardour,  and  give  me  a  greater  desire  to  attend  every 
annual  celebration,  and  to  encourage  my  neighbours 
to  do  likewise.  Tt  must  be  a  great  delight  to  every 
well-wisher  of  the  Society,  to  find  what  a  noble 
gathering  took  place  at  Northampton ;  nothing  could 
have  occurred  more  calculated  to  give  a  greater  spur 
to  our  efforts,  and  secure  increasing  prosperity,  than 
such  a  meeting.  Being  no  great  writer  myself,  I  am 
glad,  when  a  favourable  opportunity  offers,  of  usumj 
other  peoples'  talents  to  supply  individual  defects. 
The  following  extract,  though  coming  from  the  far 
west,  was  written  on  a  similar  occasion  to  our  anni- 
versary meetings,  and  tends  to  show  that  the  sym- 
pathies and  reasonings  of  medical  men  are  much  the 
same  in  all  climates;  it  is  taken  from  the  opening 
address  delivered  at  the  anniversary  of  "  the  Massa- 
chusetf  s  Medical  Society/'  and  I  beg  to  submit  it 
as  descriptive  of  the  feelings  of  many  of  our 


"  The  direct  purpose  of  our  Society  is  strictly  pro- 
fessional; yet  social  and  moral  influences  necessarily 
flow  from  our  associating  together  even  for  this  pur* 
pose.  Scattered  aa  we  are  over  a  large  extent  of 
country,  most  of  us  having  little  or  no  opportunity  for 
professional  sympathy  or  counsel,  engaged  day  alter 
day  throughout  the  year,  in  the  duties  of  a  laborious 
profession,  duties  always  arduous,  and  sometimes 
overwhelmingly  painful  in  the  extent  of  individual, 
solitary,  unshared  responsibility  they  involve;  it  is 
pleasant  for  us,  once  a  year,  to  behold  each  other's 
faces,  and,  by  the  interchange  of  kind  feelings  and 
friendly  salutations,  to  brighten,  perpetuate,  end  extend 
the  chain  of  professional  acquaintance,  of  personal 
friendship,  and  of  high  moral  regard. 

"And  although  the  periods  for  this  social  intercourse 
are  brief  in  their  duration,  and  far  between  in  their 
recurrence,  yet  they  are  not  without  their  benefits  and 
blessings.  If  they  do  not  add  much  to  our  stores  of 
Wisdom  and  professional  knowledge,  they  add  largely 
to  our  stores  of  pleasant  memories  and  agreeable 
thoughts.  If  they  sometimes  do  little  directly  to 
make  us  better  physicians,*  they  always  do  much  to 
make  us  better  men;  and  by  enlarging  our  con- 
ceptions of  the  important  character  and  noble  pur- 
poses of  our  profession,  quicken  us  to  greater  fidelity 
and  industry,  and  thus  indirectly,  in  the  end,  help  to 
make  us  better  physicians.  For  myself,  I  feel  im- 
pelled to  say  that,  in  addition  to  the  benefits  derived 

•  Thiiit  the  term  applied  to  all  educated  and  oaallied 
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*froam4ie  rich  result*  of 
tigatkm,  which  hare  sometimes  been  communicated  to 
m  oa  these  occasions,  I  hare  never  been  present  at 
en  annual  meeting  of  our  Society  from  which  I  hate 
not  received  something  of  more  value,  I  had  almost 
said,  than  all  professional  learning;  namely,  quick- 
ened impulses  to  fidelity  in  the  exercise  and  discharge 
of  this  profession.  I  have  never  returned  from  one 
of  these  meetings  to  my  individual  sphere  of  profes- 
sional labour,  without  carrying  with  me  a  feeling  of 
pride,  not  a  foolish  and  vain  glorious  pride,  but  a  just 
and  manly  pride,  a  pride  in  the  noble  and  benevolent 
purpose  of  our  profession,  a  pride  in  the  high  cha- 
racter and  attainments  of  my  professional  brethren,  a 
pride  in  being  associated  with  such  a  body  of  learned, 
honourable,  and  high-minded  men,  in  the  prosecution 
of  such  a  noble  and  benevolent  purpose.  And  this  is 
not  a  pride  that  puffs  up  with  ridiculous  vanity,  but 
which,  appealing  to  all  the  higher  sentiments  of  our 
nature,  prompts  a  man  to  such  a  course  of  effort  and 
perseverance,  as  shall  render  him  not  unworthy  of  his 
-associates  and  his  profession.  This  is  a  benefit,  I 
believe,  we  all  derive  from  these  occasions." 

I  assure  you,  Sir,  the  above  extract  expresses  my 
own  feelings  better  than  I  could  myself  express  them, 
which  is  my  reason,  and  I  hope  will  be  admitted  as  my 
excuse,  for  introducing  it  to  your  notice;  and,  relying 
fully  on  your  discretion,  ss  to  its  being  worthy  of  more 
publicity, 

I  subscribe  myself,  Sir, 

Yours  obediently, 

a.  a. 


SIR  JAMES  GRAHAM'S  MEDICAL  BILL. 

to  the  editor  of  the  peo vinci al  medical  and 
surgical  journal. 
Sir, 

Allow  me  to  suggest,  thsongh  the  medium  of  your 
Journal,  that  a  meeting  of  the  medical  practitioners  of 
the  midland  counties  takes  place  either  at  Derby  or  at 
Nottingham,  in  the  course  of  next  month,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  considering  Sir  James  Graham's  Bill. 

I  should  hope  our  valued  President  for  the  year,  Dr. 
Robertson,  of  Northampton,  would  take  the  chair.  I 
would  not  have  it  a  meeting  for  the  express  purpose  of 
oppoting  the  bill,  but  on  the  contrary,  for  calm  deli- 
beration and  the  expression  of  our  opinions. 

I  think  such  a  meeting  would  be  much  more  effec- 
tive than  meetings  in  each  town  or  county ;  and  if  the 
same  sort  of  general  meeting  took  place  at  Newcastle, 
■at  Bristol,  at  Southampton,  and  in  London,  very  nearly 
every  member  of  the  profession  in  England  would  be 
enabled  to  participate. 

We  should  strictly  avoid  all  personalities  and  all 
invective;  and  we  should  take  care  to  point  out  to 
8ir  James  Graham,  and  to  the  Houses  of  Parliament, 
what  are  the  clauses  of  the  bill  we  think  it  right  to 
rsfatn,  what  to  omit  or  alter,  and  what  clauses  we 
require  in  addition. 

We  are  in  the  responsible  position  of  the  guardians 
of  the  public  health,  and  any  injury  or  hindrance  to 
ns,  in  our  usefulness,  is  a  direct  injury  to  the  public. 

We  can  respectfully  ask  for  a  Committee  in  the 
House,  if  tMfr  be  any  doubt  about  the  sentiments  of 


the  protonon.  We  are  not  in  any  way  justified  in 
assuming  Sir  James  Graham  intends  either  to  injure 
the  profession  or  the  public 

I  have  not  the  honour  of  the  least  personal  acquaint- 
ance with  the  Right  Honourable  Baronet,  but  I  feel 
quite  satisfied  his  own  feelings  and  wishes  are  to  do 
good  to  both. 

I  think  the  proceedings  I  propose  are  more  in 
accordance  with  the  character  and  dignity  of  the  pro- 
fession, than  the  childish  giving  of  nic-names,  or  the 
writing  of  abusive  articles. 

By  holding  a  meeting  at  Nottingham  or  Derby,  the 
practitioners  of  the  midland  counties  need  only  be 
away  from  home  one  day,  and  in  consequence  of  the 
facilities  of  rail  conveyance,  very  many  not  so  long  a 
time. 

If  yon  think  these  opinions  worthy  of  insertion  in. 
your  Journal,  you  will  oblige 

A  Practitioner  or  Twenty  Years. 
September  3, 1844. 


THE  BENEVOLENT  FUND. 

ro  the  editor  of  the  provincial  medical  and 
surgical  journal. 
Sir, 

Why  should  not  the  Medical  Profession  follow  the 
example  of  the  Clerical,  and  call  in  music  to  the  aid 
of  Charity,*  and  thus  provide  relief  for  indigent 
members,  their  widows  and  children,  by  the  voluntary 
contributions  of  the  affluent  ? 

The  statement  of  Dr.  W.  Conolly,  at  the  Northamp- 
ton meeting,  proves  beyond  all  question  the  necessity 
that  exists  for  the  augmentation  of  the  fund,  whilst 
the  abandonment  of  the  proposal  to  supply  that  fund 
by  an  addition  to  the  yearly  subscriptions  of  each 
member  plainly  shows,  that  not  to  the  profession  alone, 
bnt  to  the  public,  the  required  supply  must  at  least 
in  part  be  looked  for.  Nor  is  this  to  be  wondered  at, 
when  we  consider  the  many  pubfie  burthens  profes- 
sional men  have  to  bear,  and  that  the  property  tax  is 
to  them  a  tax  upon  capital,  whilst  to  others  it  is  only 
a  tax  upon  income. 

My  object  in  writing  is  to  submit  to  you,  and 
through  your  Journal,  to  all  the  members  of  the 
Association,  whether  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  have 
a  public  concert  of  music,  or  a  promenade,  with  a  band, 
at  each  Anniversary  of  the  Association,  to  take  place 
after  the  graver  business  has  been  disposed  of.  There 
would,  I  think,  be  little  difficulty  in  effecting  this,  and 
when  the  object  is  made  known  by  the  gentlemen  who 
compose  the  Local  Committee,  and  who  should  be 
the  Stewards  and  Managers,  a  full  attendance  would 
no  doubt  be  insured.  It  is  needless  for  me  to  enter 
into  further  detail  at  present,  as  it  is  possible  that  the 
proposed  plan  may  be  objected  to.  I  cannot,  however, 
foresee  any  serious  objections  to  its  adoption,  and  I 
think  it  might  be  productive  of  good. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Yours  very  truly, 

A.  W.  DAVIS. 

Presteign,  August  24, 1844. 

•  Witness  the  Oratorios  for  the  Sons  of  the  Clergyman* 
the  periodical  Music  Meeting*  at  Worcester,  Hereford,  and 
Gloucester. 
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The  first  annual  meeting  of  the  Governor*  and 
Council  of  the  Queen's  College,  Birmingham,  since 
the  incorporation,  took  place  on  Wednesday  morning, 
in  the  ball  of  the  Institution.  Dr.  Johnstone,  the 
Principal,  occupied  the  chair;  supported  by  the  Earl 
Howe,  Lord  Lyttelton,  the  Re*.  Vaughan  Thomas, 
several  other  members  of  the  council,  and  by  the  Pro* 
feasors.  The  Principal  briefly  staled  the  objects  of  the 
meeting;  after  which  W.  S.  Cox.,  Esq.,  the  Dean  of 
the  Faculty,  read  the  Report,  from  which  we  make  the 
following  extracts  relating  to  the  Royal  Charter,  and 
the  Collegiate  System  recently  adopted  in  this  Insti- 
tution. 

"  The  importance  of  the  Charter  to  your  Institu- 
tion has  been  set  forth  in  your  petition  to  her 
Majesty  the  Queen,  which  received  the  signatures  of  the 
Earls  of  Dartmouth,  Bradford,  Howe,  Lord  Lyttelton, 
Sir  E.  E.  Wilmot,  Bart.,  the  Rev.  Vaoghan  Thomas, 
John  K.  Booth,  M.D.,  J.  W.  Unett,  Esq.,  Edward  T. 
Cox,  Esq.,  Edward  Johnstone,  M.D.,  the  Rev.  and 
Worshipful  Chancellor  Law,  John  E.  Piercy,  Esq., 
James  Taylor,  Esq.,  and  W.  S.  Cox,  Esq.;  and  the 
reasons  and  necessity  of  providing  collegiately  for  the 
board,  lodging,  and  tutelary  care  of  your  students, 
have  been  forcibly  and  ably  made  known  to  the  public 
by  the  eloquent  letter  addressed  to  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Wsrneford  by  that  accomplished  scholar  the  Rev. 
Vaughan  Thomas,  and  by  the  resolution  of  a  general 
meeting,  so  warmly  advocated  by  the  Earl  Howe,  Lord 
Lyttelton,  and  Mr.  Chancellor  Law,  namely, 

'  That  regard  being  had  to  the  number  of  the  students 

*  attending  the  Royal  School  of  Medicine  and  Surgery 
'  at  Birmingham,  and  to  a  probability  of  an  increase  in 

*  their  number,  upon  the  contemplated  change  in  the 
'  present  system  of  domestic  apprenticeship,  and  lastly, 
'  to  the  wants  of  suitable  accommodation  and  tutelary 

*  care  whfchsoextenriveryprevaU—that  some  provision 
'  be  made  forthwith  for  the  supply  of  wants  so  pressing 
'  and  the  remedy  of  evils  so  manifest,  by  the  establish* 
'  ment  of  the  Collegiate  system.'  —  General  Meeting, 
1  April  21st,  1843.  \ 

"  Your  Council  have  to  congratulate  you  that  the 
undertakings  thus  determined  upon  met  with  the  most 
exalted,  distinguished,  and  liberal  support.  The 
Sovereign  of  these  realms  has  been  graciously  pleased 
to  confer  on  your  Society  the  precious  boon  solicited, 
by  which  your  Institution  is  enabled  to  take  and  to 
hold  real  as  well  as  personal  property,  gifts  and  bequests 
of  a  mixed  nature,  such  as  gas,  canal,  and  railway 
shares,  &c,  and  the  high  honour  and  privilege  of  bear- 
ing the  style  and  title  of  "  The  Queen's  College  at 
Birmingham."  To  the  able,  the  upright,  and  bene- 
volent  Earl  Howe,  the  strenuous  encourager  of  what- 
ever may  promote  the  welfare  and  reputation  of  your 
College,  the  Society  is  mainly  indebted  for  the  gratify- 
ing reception  and  honourable  results  of  your  petition, 
and  which  inval  liable  service  has  been  recently  increased 
by  his  Lordship's  kind  application  to  the  venerated 
Queen  Adelaide.  In  connection  with  the  Charter, 
your  Council  must  acknowledge  the  valuable  assistance 
rendered  by  J.  P.  WUmOt,  Esq.,  and  Edward  John- 
atone,  Esq.,  Barristers-at-Law.  Tour  munificent  bene- 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Warneford,  has  not  only  mani- 


fested his  unremitting  ssmcitade,  for  the  promotion  of 
the  Collegiate  plan  by  his  nohsa  donation  of  jfttstt 
towards  the  erection  of  rooms,  but  with  a  view  to  give 
a  Christian  character  to  the  studies  of  your  students, 
and  a  religious  impulse  and  moral  tendency  to  their 
habits,  he  has  not  only  founded  four  Scholarships  by  a 
donation  of  £1060,  hnt  he  has  contributed  £bto 
towards  the  erection  of  a  Collegiate  Chapel,  to  be  dedi- 
cated and  consecrated  to  Divine  worship.  In  conse- 
quence of  this  generous  gift,  your  Council  have  to 
report  that  on  the  Slat  of  March,  on  the  motion  of 
Lord  Lyttelton,  the  following  resolution  was  unani- 
mously passed  ;— 

«  That  the  most  cordial  and  grateful  thanks  of  the 

*  Council  be  presented  to  the  Rev.  Samuel  Wilson 
'  Warneford,  LL.D.,  for  his  munificent  donation  of 
'  &00  towarda  the  erection  of  a  Chapel  to  this  College, 
'  and  for  the  interest  he  has  thus  shown  in  the  promo- 
%tion  of  the  religious  welfare  of  the  students,  immea- 

*  surably  superior  as  that  object  is  to  all  other  objects 
'  contemplated  by  this  foundation.' 

On  the  10th  of  May  the  stone  of  this  sacred  edifice 
was  laid  in  the  presence  of  the  Principal,  the  Warden, 
the  professors  of  the  College,  the  Clergy  of  the  town 
and  district,  and  the  Students,  by  your  steady  and 
untiring  friend  the  Reverend  and  Worshipful  Chan- 
cellor Law,  the  Vice-Principal,  whose  powerful  address 
delivered  in  this  College  ten  years  ago  first  called  the 
attention  of  the  public  and  the  profession  in  this 
country  to  the  Collegiate  system  in  connection  with 
Medical  Schools.  To  perfect  the  plan,  it  was  the 
duty  of  your  Council  to  select  a  Warden ;  and  they 
beg  to  congratulate  the  College  on  the  appointment  of 
the  Rev.  Joseph  Woolley,  Fellow  of  Emanuel  College, 
Cambridge,  not  only  on  account  of  his  theological, 
mathematical  and  classical  attainments,  but  on  account 
of  his  courteous  and  unassuming  manners,  and  of  having 
held  the  responsible  office  of  Dean  of  his  College,  an 
office  not  very  dissimilar  from  your  appointment." 

"In  October  last  twelve  rooms  were  furnished,  and 
immediately  occupied  by  students.  JHwne  service  ha$ 
been,  regularly  performed  daily  w  the  College,  and  in 
the  Chapel  of  the  Queen's  Hospital,  licensed  by  the 
Bishon  of  the  diocese,  on  Sundays  in  the  forenoon. 
In  addition,  your  Students  have  availed  themselves  of 
the  opportunities  of  moral  and  religious  instruction 
offered  by  the  valuable  Lectures  of  your  Warden.  The 
Council  are  induced  to  hope,  and  experience  justifies 
the  expectation,  that  the  total  expenses  incurred  by 
the  student  for  commons,  chamber-rent,  servants' 
wages,  &c,  will  not  exceed  48/.  for  the  two  sessions. 
Your  Council  have  the  satisfaction  to  state,  that  fifteen 
additional  rooms  have  since  been  completed  by  Mr. 
Pashby,  the  contractor,  upon  a  scale  and  design  which 
they  doubt  not  will  be  approved  of  by  all.  The  front 
elevation  is  considered  to  be  pure  and  simple,  and 
cannot  but  reflect  credit  on  the  zeal  and  talents  of  the 
architects,  Messrs.  Bateman  and  Drury.  The  Chapel 
and  other  alterations  are  still  progressing ;  a  detailed 
statement  of  the  accounts  cannot  therefore  be  prepared, 
but  will  be  completed  at  an  early  period  subsequent 
to  the  general  meeting/' 

The  report  further  contains  a  statement  of  the  pro* 
perty  and  financial  affairs  of  the  college,  together  with 
information  respecting  the  museums  and  Ubrary,tha) 
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i  and  supporters,  the  students,  and  other  sub- 
jects of  interest. 
The  following  prises  here  been  awarded  :— 

FROrnSSORS*  PAlZtfl. 

^'rSS^.y.1!!!^!1:.?.^*}  nni  Madai..Anatoniy. 
Mr.CE. 'ii^'lMf  ^ou?..?.'}  Wtto. 

MBalLl^\»..^!1!^f!^}  Book Materia  Medics, 

Mr.  C.  W.  lsod, Ereshsm....  First  Medal.. Chemistry. 

SJii.-Sl'LkVfird::::::::}  Fi«tM«iab..Mediein.. 

Mr.  P.  H.  Bird Pint  Medal... Botany. 

Mr.  Oliver  Pemberton Second  Medal  .Ditto. 

Mr.  E.  W.  Day,  Woreeater...  Pint  Medal  ..Midwifery. 

Mr.  J.  Paine {<*£££  *[}**>. 

Demonstrator's  Prise  Book.— Mr.  J.  Snelling. 


Warneford  Prise  Essay  on  the)  Mr.JohnM 
Straetnre  and  Physiology  off  ton-in-J 
tbe  Langs ) 


JohnMoore.More- 
Marsh. 


The  Jephson  Prise  of  Twenty  Gui-" 
seas,  for  best  public  examina- 
tion in  all  tbe  branches  of 
Medicine  and  Surgery,  with 
testimonials  of  good  conduct, 
with  regularity  of  attendance 
on  Divine  Worship  and  on  the 
Warden's  Lectures 


.  Mr.  Thomas  Underbill, 
Great  Bridge. 


Webster  Prise  of  Ten  Guineas,  1 
Bssay  on  the  advantages  of  Ge-fM.,  T  nUv 
neraf  Literature  in  tbe  Study  f  Mr«  J»  c,ty' 
and  Practice  of  Medicine } 


Prise  of  Five  Guineas,  offered  b; 
Professor  Davies,  for  the  best 
reported  Medical  Cases  occur- 
ring in  bis  practice  at  tbe 
Queen's  Hospital 

Prise  of  Five  Guineas,  offered  by-^ 
Professor  Sands  Cox,   ' 


best  reported  Surgical 
eurring  in  his  practice 
Queen's  Hospital 


>nerea  oy-\ 
;,  for  the"/ 
Cases  oc- > 
Ice  at  tbek 


Mr.  J.  Clay. 


Mr.  J.  Moore,  More- 
ton-in-Marsh. 


After  the  adoption  of  the  report  and  the  transaction 
4f  some  other  business, 

The  Rev.  V.  Inomas,  in  moving  a  vote  of  thanks 
so  the  Warden  and  Professors,  said  be  conM  not  deny 
himself  the  gratification  of  observing  that  they  were 
assembled  in  that  Hall  on  a  public  occasion  for  the 
first  time,  in  order  to  conduct  the  business  of  the 
Institution,  and  it  was  truly  a  source  of  gratification 
to  think  that  they  had  travelled  through  various  diffi- 
culties, until  they  had  attained  a  prominent  distinction 
in  the  face  of  the  country.  Thanks  to  her  most  gra- 
cious Majesty,  and  to  the  exertions  of  those  individuals 
who  had  nobly  dedicated  themselves  to  the  good  work, 
they  would  now  be  enabled  to  carry  out  those  great 
and  glorious  results  which  they  had  originally  proposed ; 
namely,  the  giving  a  Christian  character  to  a  profes- 
sional education,  and  sending  forth  young  men  to  the 
country  enveloped  in  the  two-fold  qualities  of  good 
religions  moral  men,  as  well  as  able  practitioners  in 
medical  and  surgical  science.  This  gratification  was 
much  increased  when  he  reflected  upon  how  small  a 
basis  they  had  commenced,  and  the  various  impedi- 
ments that  had  been  thrown  in  their  way ;  but  they 
had  gone  on  step  by  step,  until  the  institution  had 
emerged  from  infancy  into  vigorous  manhood,  firm  and 
stable  in  its  position.  They  could  not  fail  to  succeed, 
when  they  found  young  men  accommodating  themselves 
fo  a  collegiate  life  and  discipline,  and  esteeming  it  an 
honour  to  wear  the  academic  dress.  The  schools  in 
London  were  endeavouring  to  follow  their  example. 
But  whilst  he  owned  he  experienced  the  greatest 
Mgfcfin  reflecting  on  at)  these  things,  he  must  not 


forget  the  immediate  object  of  his  rising ;  for  sill  would  . 
have  been  utterly  useless,  except  for  that  which  he 
would  call  the  staple  commodity— be  meant  the 
diligence  of  the  professors  and  tutors  in  carrying  out 
their  common  object.  To  them  therefore  the  greatest 
praise  was  due;  and  the  rules  and  regulations  that 
had  been  acted  upon,  and  the  high  professional  skill 
brought  into  play,  could  not  but  prove  acceptable  to 
the  rising  generation  of  the  midland  counties,  and 
attract  them  to  Birmingham,  instead  of  their  being 
exposed  to  the  vice  of  the  metropolis ;  and  when  such 
results  had  been  accomplished,  they  were  bound  to 
to  return  thanks  to  those  who  had  mainly  contributed 
towards  them.  With  respect  to  the  Warden,  he  would 
say,  that  although  that  gentleman  had  been  but 
recently  elected,  he  had  accommodated  himself  at 
once  to  his  situation,  and  had  acted  with  firmness, 
coupled  with  gentleness  of  manner,  calculated  to 
win  the  students  to  the  purposes  of  the  institution. 
The  Warden  was  also  peculiarly  entitled  to  thanks 
for  his  labours  in  the  particular  department  of  Lec- 
tures; having  used  Butler's  Analogy,  which  explains 
the  philosophical  evidences  of  Christianity,  and  shows 
that  it  is  in  exact  accordance,  harmony,  and  agreement 
with  tbe  constitution  of  all  things  in  nature,  and  with 
God's  revelations  m  the  Scriptures.  All  persons,  then, 
must  be  grateful  to  him  for  founding  in  the  breasts  of 
the  students  those  principles  of  holy  religion  which 
would  live  in  their  hearts  and  show  their  effects  in  after 
life.  No  one  felt  that  obligation  more  deeply,  and 
acknowledged  it  more  warmly  than  Dr.  Warneford  ; 
no  man  was  more  attached  to  the  College,  and  wished 
to  give  permanence  to  its  institutions,  than  he  was  ; 
and  no  man  was  more  anxious  to  carry  to  perfection 
those  objects  which  the  Queen  proposed  to  herself 
when  she  granted  a  charter  of  incorporation.  In 
accordance  with  these  feelings  Dr.  Warneford  had 
requested  him  (Mr.  T.)  to  state  to  the  meeting  that  he 
was  not  altogether  satisfied  with  the  amount  of  the 
pecuniary  consideration  the  College  had  found  itself 
competent  to  make  to  the  Warden;  and  he  was 
desired  to  announce  that  Dr.  Warneford  would  present 
£1000  to  endow  the  chapel  and  to  augment  tbe  stipend 
of  tbe  Warden,  but  at  the  same  time  with  a  distinct 
understanding  that  a  regular  systematic  course  of 
Lectures  on  theological  and  moral  subjects  should  be 
delivered.  The  Rev.  Gentleman  then  moved  the  reso- 
lution, which  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Upfill. 

The  Principal  bore  testimony  to  all  that  had  been 
advanced  by  Mr.  Thomas,  and  the  motion  was  them 
carried. 

Earl  Howe  said,  deeply  impressed  as  he  was  with 
the  importance  of  a  collegiate  system  of  education,  and 
of  instruction  based  on  religions  principles,  he  felt  a 
grateful  sense  to  their  benefactor,  Dr.  Warneford,  for 
his  continued  support  and  assistance,  and  begged  to 
move  a  vote  of  thanks  to  that  gentleman. 

Lord  Lyttelton  seconded  the  resolution,  which  was 
carried  by  acclamation. 

The  Principal  then  left  the  chair,  which  was  taken 
by  Earl  Howe,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  having  been  pseud 
to  the  Principal  for  his  conduct  in  the  chair,  to  Mr: 
Cox,  senior,  the  Dean  of  the  Faculty,  for  his  untiring 
seal  and  exertion  in  the  promotion  of  die  best  i 
of  the  C^Uege,  the  meeting  wsa  dissolved. 

Welims^venttttswconntof  this  meeting  at  i 
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length,  for  two  reasons  -.—first,  because  it  records  the 
onward  and  successful  progress  of  one  of  our  now,  we 
trust,  firmly  established  provincial  schools  of  medicine, 
and  we  deem  it  an  especial  object  of  the  Journal  of  the 
Provincial  Association  to  afford  support  in  every  pos- 
sible way  to  Provincial  Medical  Institutions;  and 
secondly,  because  the  importance  of  combining  reli- 
gions and  moral  discipline  with  scientific  and  profes- 
sional instruction,  by  the  adoption  and  carrying-out  of 
the  collegiate  system,  is  therein  so  clearly  recognized, 
as  well  in  the  general  proceedings  as  in  the  very  able 
and  interesting  report  read  by  the  Dean  of  the  Faculty, 
and  its  practicability  so  unanswerably  established. 


THE  JOURNAL  OP  THE  ASSOCIATION. 
to  the  editor  of  the  provincial  medical  and 
surgical  journal. 
Sir, 

Hie  following  considerations  founded  on  the  late 
discussion  relative  to  the  Journal  of  the  Association, 
will,  it  is  hoped,  prove  not  unacceptable  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  appointed  to  investigate  the 
subject. 

That  some  periodical  should  be  established  as  a 
medium  of  communication  for  the  members,  and  as 
one  among  the  chief  inducements  to  the  brotherhood 
to  continue  their  membership,  will  not  probably  on 
reflection  be  disputed.  The  question  is,  how  the 
literature  shall  be  supported,  and  what  shall  be  its 
general  character.  The  opinion  of  Dr.  Forbes,  that  it' 
would  fail  as  a  Journal  of  comprehensive  scientific' 
Information,  may  be  just ;  yet  the  Association  may  not 
stand  in  need  of  a  Journal  of  that  stamp,  but  rather' 
look  for  one  of  practical  medicine  and  surgery,  suited' 
to  the  wants  of  the  majority  of  readers.  The  multi- 
tude of  books  written  on  medicine,  and  the  efficiency 
of  their  instructions  at  the  bed-side,  have  not  always 
kept  pace ;  neither  have  the  bold  and  novel  schemes' 
of  treatment  advocated  in  some  modern  Journals 
always  been  successful  in  the  hands  of  the  caW 
country  surgeon ;  but,  it  may  be  asserted,  such  prac* 
tical  defects  will  seldom  be  found  in  the  well  digested 
sober  writings  of  the  Association. 

Medical  men  would  seem  to  have  a  great  itching  for 
the  marvellous,  rather  than  the  useful,  when  they  fill 
the  pages  of  their  books  with  curious  cases  of  monstro- 
sities, unheard  of  tumours,  and  all  the  mysteries  of 
cryptogamic  pathology,  to  the  exclusion  of  every  day 
occurencies,  and  the  detail  of  that  practice  which  will 
help  on  the  young  practitioner.  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Southern,  in  chivalrous  defence  of  the  Journal,  calls 
on  hospital  physicians  and  surgeons  to  contribute  to 
the  work ;  let  them  do  so,  and  at  the  same  time  let  the 
Association  call  earnestly  on  the  obscure  country 
doctors,  (a  class  whose  opinions  u  yet  are  very  im- 
perfectly represented,  but  whose  knowledge  of  disesse 
would  surprise  many  a  metropolitan,)  to  come  forward 
with  their  views  of  practice.  The  form  which  disesse 
takes  in  the  hospital  and  in  the  cottage  home  may  be 
the  same ;  but  the  moral  peculiarities  which  are  en- 
veloped in  the  idiosyncrasy  of  each  case,  and  which 
mainly  govern  the  treatment,  certainly  appear  in  the 
wards  of  die  hospital  ■  under  colours  different  to  those 
sxaieh  distinguish  them  within  the  walls  of  the  hovel. 
It  would  perhaps  be  difficult  to  say  what  ham,  or 


What  compromise  of  dignity  would  attend  anonymous' 
papers,  introduced  under  the  guidance  of  a  discreet 
Editor;  that  they  are  productive  of  good  may  readily 
be  shown :  for  instance,  how  otherwise  is  the  general 
policy  of  the  craft  to  be  dealt  with  ?  How  are  opinions 
on  the  labours  of  societies  to  be  expressed,  without 
the  risk  of  a  dangerous  controversy?  And  how  are, 
the  strong  holds  of  quackery,  when  defended  publicly, 
by  the  eminent,  to  be  assailed  ? 

One  word  on  the  Editorship:— -let  those  who  are  dis- 
posed to  carp  at  the  paucity  of  interest  apparent  in-, 
the  later  numbers  remember,  that  no  man  can  work 
without  materials,  and  that  praise  is  rather  due  to  the 
skilful  general  who  has  made  a  good  fight  at  a  dis- 
advantage. 

I  remain,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

HENRY  DAYMAN,  Surgeon. 
Milbrook,  near  Southampton, 

August  24, 1844. 


THE  JOURNAL  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION : 
SCHOOL  FOR  THE  SONS  OF  MEDICAL  MEN. 

to  the  editor  of  the  provincial  medical  and 
surgical  journal. 
Sib, 

It  gave  me  great  concern  to  find,  by  the  reports  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  last  general  meeting  at  North- 
ampton, that  some  of  our  members  spoke  disparagingly 
of  the  Journal  of  the  Association ;  whilst  others  were 
doubtful  of  the  utility  of  continuing  its  publication. 

As  no  notice  has  been  taken  of  the  matter  subse- 
quently, and  as  your  hebdomadal  visit  continues  to  be. 
paid,  I  venture  to  congratulate  you,  Sir,  and  your 
paper,  on  your  prolonged  existence ;  you  have  outlived 
the  shock,  and  I  pray  you  both  to  hold  up  your  hands 
and  thank  the  fates  that  you  are  as  you  are !  Nobody 
expects  that  the  Journal  of  the  Provincial  Association 
should  vie  with  the  London  periodicals,  much  better 
that  it  should  not  attempt  to  do  so ;  its  aim  and  object, 
and  its  principle  of  utility,  are  of  quite  another  com- 
plexion. What  we  want,  and  what  we  have  in  your 
paper,  is  &  frequently  recurring  remembrancer  amongst 
ourselves,  and  a  constant  evidence  to  the  public  of  our 
political  existence — an  organ  of  ready  communication— 
a  Downing  Street  Gazette  of  our  own.  I  lament  with 
one  of  the  speakers  on  this  subject,  (and  it  was  the  only 
sensible  word  said  about  it,)  that  there  should  be  so 
many  medical  periodicals,  and  that  the  spirit  which 
animates  them,  should  from  that  cause  be  mixed  up  with 
so  much  "  alloying  Thames."  But  this  is  a  considera- 
tion quite  apart  from  the  question  of  the  expediency 
of  continuing  our  own  paper.  Nineteen-twentieths  of 
our  members  are,  I  dare  say,  readers  of  the  Lancet,  the 
Medical  Gazette,  Medical  Times,  or  other  journals, 
and  nevertheless  rejoice  in  the  weekly  visit  of  their, 
own  Journal,  especially  if  they  feel  as  they  ought  to 
do,  aa  regards  the  advancing  congregational  and  oo- 
operative  spirit  of  the  profession.  This  spirit  it  is  the 
business  of  the  Journal  to  foster  and  promote ;  and  this 
it  would  do  were  it  five  times  more  coldly  conducts*} 
than  it  is.  It  would  be  desirable  certainly  to  improve 
the  character  of  the  Journal  as  a  record  of  jsrae^cai 
medicine,  and  it  does  improve,  and  will  continue  to  do 
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at.  Men  love  to  appear  in  good  company  em  on 
paper;  and  when  the  sagacity  of  a  Hastings,  the 
fluency  and  elegance  of  a  Newnham,  (albeit  of  too 
ready  faith,)  the  trenchant  eloqmence  of  a  Cowan,  and 
the  laborious  diligence  of  a  thousand  other  "good  men 
and  tme,"  come  well  and  frequently  into  play,  there 
will  be  no  lack  of  imitators,  and  materials  in 
attendance. 

But  I  rely  for  argument  for  the  continuation  of  the 
Journal  mainly  on  its  operation  on  the  gregarious  pro- 
pensities of  human  nature ;  to  keep  men's  minds  alive 
to  their  own  interests  as  individual*  of  a  corporate 
body;  and  to  foster  that  etprit  de  eoty*  (to  use  the 
expression  in  its  best  sense)  which  is  calculated  to 
prompt  so  much  of  thought  and  action  that  is  honour- 
able, and  to  repress  to  much  of  both  that  is  otherwise  ; 
and  this  leads  me  to  say  a  word  or  two  in  favour  of  a 
project,  which  amongst  its  other  excellencies  is  calcu- 
lated powerfully  to  aggrandize  the  influence  of  this 
co-operative  principle:  I  mean  the  establishment  of 
a  school,  for  the  sons  of  medical  men.  I  say  nothing 
of  the  immediate  good  effect  of  such  a  measure,  and 
of  its  probable  beneficial  influence  on  the  fortunes  both 
of  parents  and  children ;  but  I  see  in  it,  and  in  such  a 
system  of  education  as  is  Hkely  to  be  pursued,  a 
foundation  laid  for  the  growth  of  those  generous 
principles,  which  a  community  of  interests  engenders, 
and  which  ought  to  actuate  the  sons  of  a  common 
profession  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  whether  as  school 
companions,  or  as  practitioners,  often  called  on  to  sacri- 
fice personal  feelings  to  public  duty,  and  to  learn  that 
to  support  the  credit  of  the  medical  profession  is  indivi- 
dual honour.  Eztraneously  too,  the  influence  of  this 
step  on  the  public  mind  at  this  juncture  is  of  great 
importance.  Already  we  see  that  the  public  press  has 
taken  notice  of  it;  and,  indeed,  I  reckon  Mr.  Martin's 
scheme,  if  well  wrought  out,  to  be  one  of  the  best 
steps  yet  made  towards  the  establishment  of  the  idea 
in  the  minds  of  the  public  of  a  real "  Medical  Faculty." 

To  revert  to  the  first  subject  of  my  letter,  I  trust  it 
is  not  an  impertinence  to  offer  my  individual  thanks 
for  the  benefits  and  the  gratification  I  hare  experienced 
from  your  labours,  and  I  beg  you  will  tell  the  objec- 
tors, (satiated  I  dare  say,  as  some  of  them  are,  with 
the  good  things  that  abound  at  head  quarters,)  that 
to  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  the  Association,  the 
Journal  as  it  is,  apart  from  the  considerations  as  afore- 
said, offers  no  meagre  diet,  though  they  may  not  all 
share  in  the  «mall  appetite  of 

A  VILLAGE  SURGEON. 
September  3, 1844. 


MEDICAL  MEETING  AT  HEREFORD. 

A  meeting  of  the  Medical  Practitioners  of  the  city  of 
Hereford  was  held  on  Monday,  September  2nd,  for  the 
purpose  of  discussing  the  provisions  of  the  Medical 
Bill  recently  introduced  into  Parliament  by  Sir  James 
Graham,  and  taking  such  measures  as  might  be  deemed 
requisite  to  oppose  its  objectionable  points  in  the  best 
and  most  efficient  manner.  The  following  gentlemen 
were  present :— W.  L.  Gilliland,  M.D.,  F.  Glasspoole, 
M.D.,  R.  T.  Barra,  James  Price,  Philip  James,  Robert 
Archibald,  John  Morris,  jun.,  Philip  Tully,  Francis 
ftrerthwaite,  Charles  Ungen,  Henry  Barnard,  Samuel 
Wandby,  and  Henry  G.  Bnll,  Esqrs. 


Letters  were  rend  from  Edwsra  Morris,  T.  nice,  sot 
J.  Leak,  Esqrs.,  regretting  their  inability  to  attend, 
but  concurring  in  the  objects  for  which  the  meednr 
was  cslled  ;  and  communications  were  also  made  to 
the  same  effect  from  Dr.  Bleeck  Lye,  Thomas  Cant, 
John  Gilliland,  George  Terry,  and  Thomas  Prftehard, 
Esqrs. 

It  was  proposed  by  Francis  Braithwaite,  Esq.,  sad 
seconded  by  Dr.  Glasspoole — 

"  That  Dr.  Gilliland  take  die  chair  on  this  snd  the 
succeeding  preliminary  meetings." 

Henry  G.  Bull,  Esq.,  was  then  called  upon  by  the 
Chairman  to  explain  more  fully  the  object  of  the  meet- 
ing, which  he  did  by  giving  an  analysis  of  the  bill,  sad 
commenting  on  its  several  clauses  as  they  came  under 
observation.  In  conclusion,  it  was  proposed  by  Dr. 
Bull,  seconded  by  R.  Archibald,  Esq.,  and  canied 
unanimously — 

"  That  this  meeting,  whilst  it  hails  with  ntisfaetion 
such  portions  of  the  '  Bill  for  the  better  regulation  of 
Medical  Practice  throughout  the  United  Kingdom,' 
just  introduced  to  Parliament  by  Sir  James  Graham 
as  are  calculated  to  increase  the  influence  of  the  pro* 
fession  and  improve  its  character,  cannot  but  retard 
with  one  feeling  of  regret  and  disappointment  that 
general  principle  of  the  Bill,  which  removes  all  re- 
striction from  the  practice  of  medicine,  aa  a  measure 
most  dangerous  to  the  'public  at  large,  am}  most  pre- 
judicial to  the  best  interests  of  the  profession." 

It  was  proposed  by  Philip  James,  Esq,  seconded  by 
James  Price,  Esq.,  and  carried  unanimously—"  That 
the  gentlemen  present  at  this  meeting,  and  all  those 
who  have  expressed  themselves  favourable  to  its 
objects,  in  answer  to  a  circular  sent  them,  form  a  Cen- 
tral Committee  for  the  regulation  of  future  proceed- 
ings, of  whom  three  shall  form  a  quorum;  and  that 
the  following  gentlemen  be  also  requested  to  form 
Local  Committees  in  their  respective  towns,  in  con- 
nection with  the  central  one : — 

Local  Committees  were  then  appointed  in  Bromyard, 
Kington,  Ledbury,  Leominster,  Rons,  Weobiy,  Pern- 
bridge,  and  Leintwardine. 

Among  the  other  resolutions  which  followed,  were 
one  calling  a  public  meeting  of  the  members  of  the 
profession,  and  another,  that "  a  copy  of  the  new  Medical 
Bill  be  sent  to  each  of  the  medical  practitioners  of  the 
city  and  county,  and  particular  attention  requested  to 
its  provisions,"  and  the  members  separated  with  the 
full  determination  of  carrying  out  their  opposition  to 
the  obnoxious  principles  of  the  bill  with  the  same  spint 
in  which  it  had  been  commenced. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Members,  August  28th,  1844  r- 
C.  P.  Slaytor  ;  G.  Fitzgerald ;  J.  S.  Maskew ;  G. 
Love;  W.  Rankin  j  R.  Le  Merchant ;  T.  M.  Morton  * 
F.  Burnett ;  J.  McGowan;  G.  McCulloch;  G.  Flint; 
R.White. 

Admitted  August  30th,  1844  :— W.  Fines;  D. 
Hamilton  ;  J.  Pearson ;  G.  Manning. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
It  is  requested  that  all  letters  and  commnsicstiont  bt 
sent  to  Dr.  Streeten,  Foregate  Street,  Wowjetr 
Parcels,  and  books  for  review,  may  be  adoVessedjo 
the  Editor  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surffcel 
Journal,  care  of  Mr.  Churchill,  Prates*  *eee*Seao- 
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CLINICAL  LECTURES  ON  DISLOCATIONS, 
DELIVERED  AT  THE  CHARING  CROSS 
HOSPITAL.    SUMMER  SESSION,  1844. 

By  Henay  Hancock,  Esq.,  Surgeon  to  the  Hospital. 

LlCTURB  II. 

The  bones  are  Joined  together  by  a  structure  inter- 
mediate in  organisation  between  periosteum  and  tendon, 
ceiled  "Ligament;"  this  assumes  different  forms, 
according  to  the  character  of  the  joint,  and  the  kind' 
and  extent  of  motion  which  it  enjoys.  For  the  most 
part  ail  the  articular  ligaments  may  be  arranged  under 
two  heads,  capsular  and  fascicular.  The  capsular 
Uepmenla  are  proper  to  enartbrodial  joints,  and  conse- 
quently to  the  shoulder  and  hip  joints ;  they  are 
shaped  like  a  barrel,  one  end  surrounding  the  socket 
or  ar^cular  cavity,  the  other  encircling  the  ball  or 
bead,  or  rather  the  neck  of  the  corresponding  bone  so 
aa  to  envelope  the  whole  joint.  These  ligaments  are 
lined  on  their  inner  surface  by  synovial  membrane, 
whilst  externally  they  are  covered  and  protected  by 
Use  muscles  of  the  joint;  they  are  not  of  uniform 
consistence  throughout,  as  they  are  considerably 
thicker  in  some  situations  than  in  others,  being 
stsengtbened  by  additional  ligamentous  fibres,  extend- 
ing from  some  neighbouring  point  of  bone,  and  blend- 
ing with  them,  and.  likewise  by  the  tendons  of  the 
various  capsular  muscles  with  which  they  are  in  some 
places  incorporated.  At  their  extremities  their  fibres 
interlace  with  the  periosteum  covering  the  bones. 

They  do  n*^  invest  the  joint  closely,  but  are  very 
loose,  their  size  being  proportioned  to  the  degree  of 
motion  of  which  the  joint  is  susceptible ;  and  they  are 
sometimes  perforated  by  the  tendons  which  go  to 
attach  themselves  to  the  bones.  They  are  pliable,  and 
bear  stretching  to  a  certain  extent,  but  if  violence  is 
applied  suddenly,  even  in  a  minor  degree,  we  find  them 
uuable  to  resist  it;  they  tear,  and  the  head  of  the  bone 
•lipping  through  the  opening,  becomes  dislocated.  It 
is  of  importance  that  you  should  not  confound  this 
pliability  with  contractility,  as  by  not  making  this  dis- 
tinction, some  of  the.  best  surgeons  of  ancient  days, 
and  even  those  whom  we  now  .quote  as  authorities 
upon  the  subject  of  dislocations,  were  led  into  error, 
and  a  very  improper  and  painful  method  of  proceed- 
ing. Desanlt,  Petit,  White,  and  others,  considered 
that  the  difficulty  of  reduction  in  some  cases  of  dislo- 
cation arose  from  the  small  size  of  the  opening  in  the 
capsular  ligument,  which  contracted  round  the  pro* 
travdea.bone*  preventing  its  return  to  its  natural  situa- 
tion ;  and  acting  upon  this  opinion*  they  endeavoured 
to  overcome  the  difficulty  by  lacerating  the  ligament 
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in  a  still  greater  degree,  which  they  ejected  by  moving. . 
the  bones  about  freely  in  all  directions,  especially  that , 
in  which  it  was  dislocated,  and  also  by  poshing  tyie 
head  of  the  bone  with  violence  against  the  already 
lacerated  membrane.    I  need  scarcely,  point  oat  to 
yon  the  impropriety  of  this  method  ;  independent  of 
the  unnecessary  pain  given  to  the  patient,  the  mis- 
chief and  bruising  inflicted  on  the  surrounding  so#r 
parts  must  have  been  .very  great,  and;  oweofer  4Jfcf 
section  has  proved  that  the  capsular  ligament,  can 
never  create  the  difficulty,  .inasmuch  aa.it  is  always 
lacerated  to  too  great  an  extent  in  the.  first  inatenqe. 
But  few  individuals  in  the  present  day  would  Call  into 
this  error  unless  they  wej*  to^,igjio^  of  the 
physical  and  mechanical  properties  of  capsular,  Uga- 
meets.    They  are  strong  and  they  are  phauft,  but  they 
possess  very  little  elasticity  j  the  iiujMience  which  toey 
exercise  in  the  reduction  of  dislocations  can  be  feot 
passive*  for  they  neither  refract  when  they  arj»vcju>  nnr(. 
contract  when  irritated.    Although  not  oxganssfd.ap- 
highly  as  the  periosteum,. they  are  well  ejiapujed  wjflt  • 
blood  vessels,  arranged  in  a  reticular  manner,  an£ 
when  accidentally  (pvigedt  they  unite,  by  means  c£  t 
condensed  cellular  tissue.    Although,  bfthjerto,  neffpnv 
have  not  been,  clearly  traced  into  them .  and  when 
healthy  they  possess  little  or  no  sensibility,  when  ,$£-/, 
flamed   or   vjoj^ntfy.  stretched  they  are  excemiv^y: 
painfuL    When  exposed  to  long  continued  injUmfna-  . 
tiou  they  become  thickened,  in  conseouenne  of  tlpe 
effusion  of  cosgulatye  lympjb  into  the"  areola*  of  tye 
ceBoJar  tissue  which  enters  so  JagyeJLy ,  into^a^r  case- , 
position,  whilst  in  abscess  of  the.  joints  we  jiiuj  w$sa., 
giving  way  to  ulceration,  and  thus  evacnatine;  their 
contents. 

The  fascicular  ligaments,  assume  the  form  of  ronn4, 
or  flattened  cords  or  bands;  occasionally,  butJ-snjff, 
they  are  triangular  in  shape,  aa.  tfie  oonu^aeron^^ 
ligament.    These  bands  not  only  unite  bones  together^  . 
but  in  some  instances  they  stretch  across  fyom  one 
process  to  another  on  the  same  bone,  and  occasionally 
convert  a  notch  into  a  foramen,  as  in  the.  notch  on  the 
superior  costs  of  the  seapnla.    The  bones  jmAjutev 
ineditte  cartilages  of  tlpe  spine  and.  also  .the  boigeenf . 
the  carpus  are  united  together  by  these  fiwaculi,  wejjcji- . 
are  ^ere  called  anterior  and  posterior  Ugamenti^  and  , 
the  same  name  is  appljed  to  those  liannienlous  ;bant)e , 
which  assist  in  fasteaine;  the  .sacrum  to  the  j^om»*n4 
also  in  retaining  the  pubes  together  at  their  symphyssi. 
In  the  joints  of  the  tonus,  and  in  the  .aciomip-cj^rir 
cular.   articulation,  they  are  designated,  trpm,  t^if,- 
situation*  superior  an4  interior  foaeaeitif,,Jb*4t  jn  njant  . 
of  these  nstancea  their  fibres,  are  more  venerated,  and 
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sie  lem  coiinected  and  compel  than  in  the 
I  bare  now  to  describe.  In  the  giiiglymoid  joint*,  aa 
In  the  jaw,  enow,  wrist,  knee,  and  ankle,  we  and  a 
emtinet  strong  band  of  eondenied  ligament,  placed  one 
a*  ths  mner,  the  other  on  the  outer  aide  of  the  joint.  > 
llese  am  called  internal  and  external  lateral  liga- 
ments. In  moat  inatancea  the  internal  lateral  ligament 
fit  latter,  more  expended,  and  if  attacked  to  a  larger 
ssmfaeeef  the  bone  below,  than  the  external,  which 
however  is  rounder,  thicker,  shaped  more  like  corji, 
and  In  some  cases  is  divided  into  two  or  even  three 
of  msckuli,  as  in  the  external  lateral 
i  of  the  knee  and  ankle.  In  some  situations 
thai  form  of  ligaments  is  found  within  the  joints  them- 
selves, and  cannot  be  exposed  until  the  joints  are  laid 
open;  the  only  examples  are  the  round  ligament  of  the 
hip*  and  the  crucial,  (so  named  from  their  crossing 

ether,)  and  transverse  ligaments  of  the  knee 
They  have  been  denominated  M  internal  liga-' 

."  The  last  form  of  ligament  to  which  I  have 
M  advert  lathe  «  circular  or  coronary."  These  take 
a  circular  course,  and  form  more  orient  of  the  circum- 
ference of  a  circle,  the  remainder  of  the  circle  being 
completed  by  bone.  Examples  are  met  with  in  the  joipt 
between  the  processus  dentatns  of  the  second  with  the' 
first  bone  of  the  vertebra,  and  between  the  upper 
extremity  of  the  radius  and  ulna.  I  have  not  here 
drnl  names  given  to  particular  ligsv- 
i  of  particular  joints ;  they  aH  belong  to  the  above 
class,  and  will  be  described  to  you,  when  we  treat  of 
the  Joints  with  which  they  are  connected. 

Healthy  ligament  if  a  whitish,  glistening,  silvery* 
looking  substance;  but  when  its  vitality  is  destroyed^ 
It  loses  this  glistening  appearance,  becomes  of  a  yel- 
lowish straw  colour,  flabby,  and  easily  torn.  The 
fascicular  ligaments  are  intimately  connected  by  their 
extremities  to  the  periosteum  covering  the  bones ;  they 
are  endowed  with  vast  strength,  and  so  much  so  that  the 
bones  will  commonly  break  before  these  fibres  yield. 
A  man  mils  from  a  height  and  alights  on  his  feet, 
giving  his  foot  a  twist  at  the  same  time,  or  he  trips  over 
some  obstacle,  and  gives  his  foot  a  violent  wrench.  He 
feels  something  snap,  and  finding  that  he  cannot  walk, 
he  ummp  to  yon  for  your  opinion.  You  might  imagine, 
wamrfruJu  unacquainted  with  the  fact,  that  one  of  tye 
ligaments  of  the  ancle  joint  had  been  raptured*  and 
yon  might  treat  your  patient  accordingly :  but  this  very 
the  sensation  of  snapping  was  not 
by  the  rupture  of  any  ligament ;  these 
usually  resist  the  violence,  but  the  fibula  is  most  com- 
monly fractured  a  few  inches  above  the  outer  mal- 
leolus. Under  these  circumstances,  I  should  strongly 
urge  upon  you,  in  all  cases  of  accident  to  the  ancle 
joint,  never  to  confine  your  examination  to  the  part 
itself,  but  always  to  press  your  finger  in  tbe  course  of 
the  fibula,  and  feel  whether  it  yields  at  any  one  point. 
Even  should  dislocation  of  the  ancle  be  present,  you 
should  not  abstain  from  such  an  examination,  as  cases 
of  dislocation  of  the  ancle  are  very  frequently  com- 
plicated with  fracture  of  the  fibula.  _,  ^. 

A  case  illustrating  tbe  strength  of  these  ligaments, 
and  the  resistance  they  present  to  violence,  fell  under 
my  notice  some  yean  past,  when  I  was  residing  at  the 
Hospital  as  house  surgeon.  A  young 
about  twenty  five  years  of  age,  the  wife  of  a 
baker,  was  brought  into  that  institution  with  severe 


compound  fracture  and  displacement  of  the  boms  of 
the  ancle.  It  appeared  that  the  poor  creators  had  bem 
confined  about  a  week  previously,  and  that  the  child  W 
died  i  she  had  been  attacked  witl*  puerperal  mania,  tail 
her  nurse  having  imprudently  left  the  room  for  t 
short  time,  she  had  seised  that  opportunity  of  getting 
out  of  bed,  and  throwing  herself  out  of  the  window, 
which  was  on  the  third  floor  of  the  house,  the  sack 
was  injured  in  the  manner  I  have  been  describing,  one 
of  her  arms  was  fractured,  and  she  received  severe 
injury  on  the  heed.  She  lived  for  three  days,  at  times 
In  a  state  of  profound  melancholy,  at  others  extranet? 
violent,  when  at  length  she  ssnk  worn  out  and  ex- 
hausted. I  obtained  permission  to  examine  the  body, , 
and  found  the  fibula  broken,  and  the  astragalus  frac- 
tured transversely  through,  and  that  the  only  tinniest 
ruptured  was  the  middle  external  lateral  ligament  of 
the  ancle  joint. 

Between  the  arches  of  the  vertebra)  on  either  side  of 
the  spinous  processes,  occupying  the  interUminar 
spaces  of  the  vertebras,  from  that  which  exists  between 
the  second  and  third,  to  that  which  separates  the  last 
from  the  sacrum,  is  a  tissue  of  great  peculiarity,  called 
"  elastic  or  yellow  elastic  tissue,"  or  ligaments  anbflara. 
I  have  already  pointed  out  to  you  the  very  small  degree 
of  elasticity  possessed  by  the  ligaments,  but  here  we 
have  a  structure  possessed  of  extreme  elasticity  always 
in  a  state  of  antagonism  to  the  action  of  gravity  and 
muscular  contraction.  In  the  spine  it  servo  to  main- 
tain that  column  erect,  and  to  relieve  muscular  actios. 
It  ia  beat  seen  in  the  lower  animals,  and  enters  into  the 
structure  of  the  lungs  and  trachea,  connects  the  several 
parts  of  the  larnyx  together,  and  forms  the  chorda 
vocales.  It  forms  the  covering  of  various  organs  capable 
of  distension,  such  as  the  apleen,  but  more  particularly 
the  arteries.  It  is  very  remarkable  in  the  lover 
animals,  especially  in  the  clawa  of  the  cat,  &c.  In  those 
animals  possessed  of  large  heads,  there  is  a  piece  of 
vast  strength  connecting  the  vertebrae,  and  called 
ligamentum  nucha).  In  the  oyster,  again,  while  firing, 
the  shell  is  closed  by  tbe  muscular  action  of  the  fish 
itself;  but  when  dead,  it  is  this  tissue  which,  forming 
the  hinge  of  the  shells,  prevents  their  closing.  It  wai 
long  confounded  with  fibrous  tissue,  and  was  first  dis- 
tinguished by  the  late  John  Hunter,  who "iftry  appre- 
ciated its  importance  in  the  animal  economy.  He 
divided  it  into  two  classes,  first,  as  antagonising 
muscles,  and  secondly,  as  assisting  them.  In  the 
former,  he  placed  the  ligament  of  the  oyster,  in  the 
latter  the  ligamentum  nucha*  of  ruminant  animals, 
and  the  ligaments  subflsva. 

Upon  laying  open  a  moreable  joint,  you  will  obeerve 
that  it  is  lined  throughout  by  s  shining  tissue,  remark- 
able for  its  thinness,  transparency,  and  smoothoesi. 
This  is  the  articular  synovial  membrane.  Tbe  articular 
synovial  membranes  bear  the  greatest  resemblance  to 
serous  membranes,  assuming  the  form  of  shut  sscs ;  the 
internal  surface  is  free  and  contiguous  to  itself;  it  U 
smooth  and  polished,  continually  lubricated  by  as 
albuminous  fluid,  and  is  sometimes  thrown  into  folds 
with  fringe-like  margins,  which  project  into  the  cavity 
of  the  sac. 

These  folds  appear  to  consist  of  cellular  tissue  con- 
taining fat;  they  receive  blood-vessels,  from  which  cir- 
cumstance they  are  sometimes  of  a  reddish  colour. 
Anatomists' have  compared  them  to  the  appendices 
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Merer)  time  fringe*  ta  the  excretory  ducts  of  what  he 
celled  Ms  glands,  to  which  I  shell  subsequently  refer; 
hot  they  have  been  eeeertejoed  to  court*  of  the  tissue 
described  above.  Their  external  surface,  like  that  of 
the  peritoneum,  is  cellular  and  attached  to  ell  the 
surrounding  organs.  In  the  knee  joint  the  synovial 
membrane  is  arranged  in  large  folds,  to  which  older 
anatomists  applied  the  name  of  ala  and  adipose  liga- 
ments. This  is  evidently  incorrect;  they  are  merely 
membranes,  folds  of  greater  magnitude,  and  do  not 
possess  any  ligamentous  structure.  The  synovial 
membranes  occur  invariably  in  all  moveable  joints;  iu 
some  of  the  joints  containing  an  interarticular  fibre* 
cartilage,  there  are  two  of  these  shut  sacs,  which,  like 
the  peritoneum,  while  they  invest  all  the  parts  of  the 
joint,  do  not  in  reality  contain  any  of  them.  They 
pan  from  point  to  point,  adhering  by  their  outer 
cellular  surface,  but  their  internal  surfaces  are,  as  I 
have  before  remarked,  entirely  free,  and  we  never  find 
any  substance  or  structure  within  their  cavities,  unless 
it  be  the  result  of  accidental  or  abnormal  formation* 
The  best  way  of  studying  the  manner  in  which  the 
synovial  membrane  is  related  to  the  surrounding 
articular  structures,  is  to  take  a  knee  joint  and  saw  it 
through  in  a  vertical  direction  from  before  backwards] 
dividing  the  patella,  femur,  and  tibia,  into  two  lateral 
halves.  You  will  then  perceive  the  membrane  stretch* 
ing  across  from  the  patella  to  the  condyle  of  the 
femur,  •  and  you  will  be  able  to  trace  it  in  different 
directions,  completely  investing  the  joint,  and  adhering 
to  all  its  structures;  and  you  will  be  materially  assisted 
m  your  studies  by  referring  to  a  good  diagram  in  the 
paper  on  articulations  by  Dr.  Todd,  contained  in  his 
Cyclopaedia  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 

Anatomists  by  no  means  agree  as  to  the  fact  of  the 
synovial  membrane  being  spread  over  the  articular 
cartilages.  This  difference  of  opinion  has  arisen,  partly 
from  the  difficulty  experienced  in  separating  the  one 
from  the  other,  and  partly  from  the  impossibility,  even* 
in  the  mqpt  successful  injections,  whilst  the  parts  are 
in  a  norma!  condition,  of  injecting  the  membrane  in/ 
these  situations;  and  in  relation  to  this  point  if.* 
Velpeau  adduces  the  fact  of  the  membrane  of  the 
articular  cartilages  retaining  its  clearness  and  trans- 
parency while  the  rest  of  the  joint  is  in  a  state  of 
inflammation. 

With  respect  to  the  former  of  these  objections,  the 
separation  of  the  membrane  from  the  cartilage  may 
be  difficult,  but  it  has  been  done.  Mr.  Mayo  states 
that  he  has  a  preparation  in  which  he  raised  an  uniform 
membrane  from  the  cartilage,  covering  the  head  of  the 
humerus;  and  as  to  the  latter,  although  it  is  true  in 
very  many  instances,  that  the  articular  extremities  of 
the  bones  do  retain  their  pearly  glistening  whiteness 
for  a  long  period  after  the  surrounding  synovial  mem- 
brane has  become  degenerated  by  disease,  still  there  are 
exceptions,  as  we  find  in  Sir  B.  Brodie's  work  on  die 
diseases  of  joints ;  and  in  a  knee  which  I  removed'  from 
a  boy  a  short  time  since,  although  the  bones  were  to 
a  certain  degree  denuded,  yet  the  thickened  pulpy 
synovial  membrane  could  be  distinctly  traced  to  some 
extent  over  the  articular  cartilage  that  remained. 
Those  who  assert  that  the  articular  cartilages  are  not 
covered  by  synovial  membrane,  and  among  whom 
Gendrin,  Btandin,  MagomMe,  Vsjnoau, 


Croveiibier,  and  others,  aretfeanakm  thai  the  latlsr  it 


of  the  cartilage,  whore  it  abruptly  i 
also,  denying  the  fact  of  synovial 
shut  sacs ;  but  on  the  other  hand, 
mention  the  analogy  I 
branes,  we  include  Dr.  W. 
Bfchat,  Meckel,  Cloquet,  Mayo,  and  indeed  moat  of 
the  modern  anatomists.  Now,  if  the  articular  carti- 
lages be  uninvested  by  synovial  membrane,  and  if  they 
be,  as  Velpeau  affirms,  entirely  nnongsnited  sSruceuens, 
how  can  that  ulceration  take  place  which  wo  so  sm- 
ently  find  attacking  their  free  surfaces? 

The  articular  synovial  membranes  vary  much  in  shape ; 
in  some  instances  representing  mere  simple  round  bags, 
as  in  the  joints  of  the  phalanges ;  others  are,  however, 
more  complicated,  passing  in  between  several  bones,  and 
investing  their  articular  surfaces;  whilst  others,  as  in 
the  hip  and  shoulder,  are  traversed  by  ligaments  or  by 
a  tendon,  round  which  they  are  reflected,  forming  a 
sheath.  Membranes  of  this  description  derive  thetr 
Uame  from  the  peculiar  fluid  which  they  secvese^aad 
which  lubricates  the  joint,  and  enables  the  ssmoajo 
move  with  ease  and  freedom  one  on  the  other.  This 
fluid  is  called  "synovia." 

It  was  formerly  supposed  to  be  produced  by  a  mix- 
ture of  tile  senun  of  the  blood  with  tile  marrow  of  the 
bones,  but  from  the  analysis  of  M.  Margneron  it 
appears  to  be  composed  of  the  following  iperedionts, 
vis:— 

Hbrous  matter       MM 

Albumen         442 

MuriateofSoda 1.75 

Soda 0.71 

Phosphate  of  Lime 0,70 

Water 8M6 

It  is  white,  viscid,  and  transparent,  and  when 
allowed  to  rest,  on  being  removed  from  a  jetut,  it  is 
converted  into  jelly. 

I  have  already  alluded  to  Haver's  glands, 
were  originally  observed  by  RosenmuHer,  and 
by  eiopton  Havers,  «  OlanduUs  *  MncflaghBUmV'  be 
considering  that  the  synovia;  was  a 
and  he  was  confirmed  in  this  opinion  by 
Portal,  Winslow,  and  some  others.  The  existence  of 
these  glands  has  been  denied  by  Beyer,  Beeesrd, 
Bicbat,  Ac. ;  and,  indeed,  they  do  not  appear  to  con- 
sist of  anything  but  cellular  tissue  and  fat,  and  no 
excretory  duct  can  be  traced  in  them.  Ussy  are 
usually  of  a  reddish  colour,  varying  in  shape  and  also, 
some  being  rhomboids],  others  semilunar,  doc.  They 
are  always  found  in  the  depressions  or  notches  of  the 
joints,  in  such  situations  as  to  be  entirely  protected 
from  injury  in  the  several  motions  of  the  bonus,  and 
there  is  usually  one  orrery  large  sine  situated  in  the 
depression  in  the  acetabulum.  • 

The  muscles  and  tendons  surrounding  the  articula- 
tions are  disposed  in  various  nays.  Some,  as  in  She  wrist 
and  fogers,passingovertbefrsurf»e» 
to  them,  protect  these  parts  asuinet  violence  atshoaame 
time that  they  influence  theftr  motions.  OthosspOUjthe 
contrary,  as  in  the  shoulder,  completely  omissus*  the 
joint,  forming  as  it  were  a ' 
the  name  of  "capsul 

directly  into  the  head  of  the  hone,  these  muscles  not 
only  protect  the  shouhjer  joint,  but  they  actually 
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aba  baa*  nf  ee**eae  iarsitft* ,  Cm  away  a>J 
.  of  » tbe  suriw  and  aeneVftfuv  tuareaafcang-  (bis 
» Jslai>  oil  van  watt  emdihet  the  capsukr  ligereen*  l|M 
-*»  posra etaantaia  the  need  of  the  hurtern*  in  the 
I  cavity  bat  she*  on.  the  contrary,  it  ieso  long 
ras*o*llow  the  none  to  tap,  and  that  to 
The  same  thing  is  oboarrad  tin 
.from  wasting  of  the  masclea,  tbe 
i  drape  away  from  the  acapnia* 


anhmiaind  lothafiaflyinaidjottMa*  tan  muscles  aad 
.  nmilsai,  pennng  ia  front  aad  befeand,  conifer  great 
-efreagth  on  too  pert  wbjlat  tbe  knee  joint  ia  entirely 

dependent  for  its  eatericr  capsule  an.  the  avaeesisn  of 
;  tb«  'a-nliiflajis  astaaaor  eenjirWiii  muscles.  We  also 
.  abeerve  a  vnry  wise-  provision  in  some,  of  the  joints, 
.  eansctailyin  thoelbqw  and  shoulder,  where  the  nnsscjea. 

adbersag1  to  the  capsular  and  posterior  ligaments  of  tbe 
rjeante,at  the  tine  of  ibis  coufrnctjon,  draw  out  tbe 
-  Mnamanlj  aad  tans  prevent  its  being  braised  or  crushed 
.;  between  the  moving  bones. 

1  snail  have  to  direct  year  attention  to  soma  of  the 
.phenoawna  of  muscular  contraction*  when  we  eaaaa>tq 
>  the  canses  and  treatment  of  dislocations. 


€AU   OF    DEFORMED   PELVIS— CjESARJAN 
OPERATWN— DEATH. 

By  Frederick  Cox,  Esq.,  Welford. 

Rnfecdca  JBrnoka,  aged  V,  the  subject,  of  this, paper, 

wa*a\aingle  woman,  reeiding  at  WelfornV^wsjnant  for 

tbe  neat  time.  She  was  a  jrety  diuuantsre  person,  with 

larofehead,  short  neck,  short  crooked  legs,  very  hollo* 

backhand  weak  intellect..  I  was  called  to  attend  her 

on  Vaweday,  tbe  Bth  instant,  by  an  order  from  the 

i  adhering  officer.  J  saw  bap  at  five  o'clock, >m,  I  found 

»Jierjta.labpuri  she  bad  }>eea  ao  tbronghoiittbedayi 

and  bad  experienced  strong  pains  since  twelve  o'efrcje, 

r^fte,  pejm  werenpw atroo&tand  regular, and. occurring 

f>aJeww±emjryave  ininntas;  the  membranes  ware  rap? 

tnre4J»*a  nun,  and  much  lienor  wnniiOuwi  escaped* 

;  Qn  ajfrntooejifli  I  lannd  the -vagina  well  lubricated* 

.'tgfcnjld^asily  distensible.    Upon  passing  iny  fingers 

into  tbn  pelvis,  I  met  with  a  Jarge  round  substance, 

,  .ajbiab.  I  si  an}t  look:  for  the  child's  head ;  J>ui  aooe 

-.discerned  to.be  the  promontory  of  the  sacrum,  occu« 

*  PjfmJ  *•  greater  part  of  the  pelvis.  With  a  great 
^eal  of.  difficulty  I  succeeded  ca  getting  the  fore-finger 
,■  of.  an;;  left  hand  over  the  pubes,  and  ascertained  tbe 

-aMd'abead  to  be  presenting.  I  was  alarmed  at  finding 

I  onnldtojt  just  nam  two  fingers  between  the  sacrum 

nad  pubes,  or,  in  other,  words,  to  find  the  aatero-pos- 

ierio^dauaeter  of  tbe  pelvis  to  be  about  an  inch  and  a 

c  JuuYL    After  waiting  an  hour,  I  jent,for  my  friend  Mr. 

Colston,  of  Bosworth,  and  we  had  a  consultation,  tbe 

-result  of  which  was,  a  determination  to  obtain  a  third 

:  naiainr^iSn  an  coincides}  that  crapiotomy  would  be  of 

..MeHsjarjno  avaii,.there  being  insufficient  space  for  the 

naane  of  tha  skull,  cfo.  *►  pass.    After  considerable 

•  Max  wn  w*je*o  jbrfeuate  ae  to  obtain  the  aid  of  Mr, 
Franowiof  efcwbpjanejh.  The.  .poor,  wnasaqtbed  oon- 
wnmadilo  bare  pains  regularly  thrpujrbcn^.  ihe,  night, 

«  aairat  elaaan  o/elock  on  Eriday  morning  we  met  in 


epsnomjnitt*  nwantous 
cunsJiontdwaibmsa  heneaoa  ta*it> 
tuweritujly.  Hie  ehiU'e  head  remained  enaeOvat  it 
had  bean  aft  ami  o'clock  ant  a  r  sa-sfwrtw  aiabM  »eenM 
be  sandtry  (alt  en  the  antento  of  *he.  oJMomenswiliag 
ontbeupnaredaeofftbennbes.  Xbe.oa  nlsjri  bad  been 
fairly  dilated  many  nenrs,  Tner  operation  waapsrisraed 
in  the  usual  way,  and  alter  between  two  or  4hiee  hoars 
abnoaft  wcessant  labour,  we  psinfiilfy  f ek  that  car 
eiorts  bed  been  aseleas,  as»  after  crnaaingrnehesdfve 
could  not  cause  tbe  advance  of  feres*  uHeasessneat 
degree,  and  we  dtsconnnned  longer  emplnymsnt  of 
these  means.  The  patient's  pnam 
and  feeble ;  she  evinced. symptoms  of 
hausfcon,  and  the  saboar  peine  l 

We  again  eonaoMed,  and  were  unaasaaona  that  the 
Csisarian,  operation  <ronM  alone  deliver  hen  and  haviag 
enplaaaed  to  the  poor  craatnse  andLher  nriaaiiiaer 
exact  situation,  and  the  nature  of  her  •case*  sad  .pro- 
posed the  only  remaining  remedy*,  we  wifhawWfagself 
an  hour.  Tbe  patient  and  bar  mother  were  both  wa- 
ling that  the  operatkm  should  be  pei^reued;  espstislly 
the  former.,  who  said  that  she  wojrid  rather  saner  any 
operation,  than  allow  us  to  renew  oar  snampti  to 
extract  the  child. 

At  half-past  two  we  proceeded  to  peresrm  the 
Caesrisn  oneratipn,  having  previoosly  asesrtaiaea  mar 
the  \M4w  wea  empty.  The  paaieati  having,  bats 
placed  upon  a  beard*  with  the  j»eed  innd  ehaaMaa  s 
little  elevated,  an  ineisien  w**  raado  tbrasjsjh  Ibnnva 
and  cellular  raambrane,  about  sefm  .inches in  langthf  a 
little  .totbe  loftofthe  linea  alba,  and  < 


erwailtsmDa^and^i^ngwQU  weighed  ^matter,  we  )  i 
/Hal.tJf  Ww*?  •ttB»F*  ci*iBio|ani|r  j  in  fact,]i 


ammensmfsftfwt 
,  two.incnea  abere.the  urnbmtaeti  baaing  carefntty  e%- 
septed tbroagb  tbe  parnmee  at  tbe  upper  endof dbe 
incision,  so  as  to  admit  two.  &na*rs,  I  need  them  as  a 
director,  and  eomnlated  the  external  jncjnion,  The 
jeritoaenaa  was  aimuluneously  divided*  no  baaav- 
rhage  attended  this  step  of  the  operation...  The  pro- 
truding intestines  were  carefully  bald  aside,  by  my 
friends,  and  an  inoisipn  of  four,  inches,  and  a  half  in 
length,  was  made  into  the  uterus,  commencing  •  little 
below  the  fundus;  the  walb  of  thmswgaa  mwvahopt 
.three  quarters  of  an  inch  in  thickness.  Considerable 
hjetnocrhage  now  took  place,  the  more  so*  as  tbefv- 
centa  was  placed  rather  anteriorly,  and  about  a  third 
of  it  was  cut  through.  £he  child  was  easily  aad 
quickly  removed,  and  the  placenta  with,  the  seinemci- 
lity,  the  uterus  contracting  forcibly  and  weU».'  H* 
child  was  Urge  and  well  made,  and  of  mom  than  are- 
rage  dimensions.  The  Wood  lost  did  npt  amount  to 
more  than  fourteen  or  sixteen  ounces.  The  edges  of 
the  abdominal  wound  were  brought  together,  ^nd  five 
sutures  employed,  placed  about  an  inch  apart.  Ad- 
hesive straps  round  the  abdomen,  and  a  bandage,  de- 
pleted tbe  operation* 

I  -ought  to  barn  stated  thai  a  quantity  of  sewn  ami 
-seen  in  the  abdomen  when  the  aajsotea  ^rara  out 
tbrengb.  . 

Scarcely  wea  the  ops******  fiamhodbefam  ajnasiani 
of-aynaope  ware,  nmaifsatad,  ajM^tha^nveum^miiwd  a 
osamderabJe  quantity  of  *  gaaanjah  enjonied-inlilr^n 
early  intimation  of  the  sympathy  eajsejnmbnflresnjhe 
sfouiaab  and.  the  injured,  uterus.  rTbe  patbW***1 
placed  in  bed,  And  tbW  dnopa  af  mudannm  iaVajB> 


Sbekseaa  raanranat aroifti She inieaa  i 


C4MM*N  WMA1TON. 


w*3 


ajtfadttg  to  oat  iiumjfi  to  at ii  nut  the  ifrild 

*  pan.  False  W,  toft;  ^•M.«^(Tpo4tiQC>^i 

wed. her  eelmr  afemaranpn,.aod  it 

.njcettioanely  ted  a  few .  ttjpwpooafuls  of 

An  eeusvcscent  draught,  with  five 

» of  opium,  eter^  throe  hours. 

Mr.*.  The  vomiting  hat  eantiaued  at  iatarvali j 

baa  bed    no  bsmHaTbege  $   the   palta  aad  general 

tyenuloaM^eeineasutbclast  v*ut.    Ordered  oae 

train  af  opium  with  fire  amine  of  calomel  imnfediateiy. 

«eturaey*  lot*,  7  a.m»  Has  bad  no  sleep;  complaint 

af  slight  toadaraaw  ia  tea  abdomen; . baa.  vomited 

etrattnatlly  throughout  the  eight;  pake  13Q,  eoft  aad 


•  asm*  eeterel  thaws;  lochia  inconsiderable,  but  there 
bet  been  a  Ufa*  awtcherge  of  sero-sennuineous  fluid 
from  tlm  wound  ia  th*  abdomen;  does  not  appear  weak 

it  very  cheerful;  bet  bad  water 
iwithwiae. 
2  pjn.  Mat  Mr,  CaaHoaia  consultation ;  thepatieiil 
i  the  earn  at  at  last  visit,  bat  the  vomiiieg  it  aierev 
Aa  cawrvescent  draught,  with  two  drape 
ef-hydrucyemc  seed,  every  tbfte  hoara. 

A  p.m.  Vomhmnj net  relieved;  palte  140,  soft-  The 
bowels  aot  having  bona  snoved,  ordered  ea  enema, 
wbjeabrengbt  away,  but  a  eaudl  quaetity  of  feculent 
amaaww  Tea  hydrocyanic  add  havugaadnOenVrt  in 
►  Leave  twnigramsdf 
1  in  the  form  of pill. 
.  le^  puav  The  webaaet  bat  ne«  returned  tince  I 
pills  warn  taken t  mverpeasyvaed  inehuud  to  deep. 

Sunday,  Hth,  ft,  nan.     The 

aeoat  jalata*  o'clock,  and  fa 

▼ab  throughout  the  night;  the  matter  ejected  ia  of  a 

« ooewovgranad    appearance,  aad  from  two  to  ttund 

.pnttaiavqaaatwy;  the  toagna  it  ttill  mo**,  bat  -dp-> 

t  by  the  matter  vumated;  pnlte  160,  toft  andl 

»?  daet  aot  complain  of  pain,  excepting 

watxtebtnensmve^ 

i«w};ton^maderneMODpreatain.  Asero-sas^pimewufl 
fluid,  of  an  offeeaiva  character,  baa  issued  mam  the) 
amend  in.  the  abdomen,  and  aomo  from  the  vagina  $ 
baa  bad  nothing  pans  the  bo  web;  the  wine  passes 
iwolanltiily  every  time  the  remits;  adminaatmnd  an 
:  causna,  which  brought  away  mnch  feculent  matter)  and 
gas*  greet  ease.  Arrow-root  and  gruel,  and  a  iit|Ae> 
brandy,  bare  been  given  occasionally. 

11»  awuu    Jfet  Mr.  Colston  in  contaUation^  baa 

bad  no  sickness  since  the  ktt  visit*  palm  it  more 

.  (cable,  160 ;  tongne  still  moist ;  we  partly  removed  the 

bandages*  and  divided  some  of  the  adhesive  straps} 

does  not  complain  of  pain,  nor  of  mnch  tenderness  on 

pressure*    Continued  to.  take  the  effervescing  salines, 

.with  15  Bunimsof  aromatic  spirit  of  ammonia.  In  the' 

aftenaoon  she  slept  for   two  hours  and  awakened 

-cheetfal,  but  toon  after  experienced  dyspnoea*  slight 

delirium  came  oa  and  the  pulse  jrradually  sank*  but 

the  sickness  did  not  return  until  about  eight  o'cock  in 

the  eveningj  when  she  vomited  a  little  grumoua  matter, 

and  soon  after  expired,  having  survivecl  the  operation' 

Jfty-^ourhours. 

■  aVnwb  cadeusrat,  fourteen  bourn  after  death.    No 
atmasntntjwaaration  was  visible  in  the  external  wound 

*  llda  Imhnv  enlaneed  and  continued  trsjawntaely  on  each 
.neaa»iJuanesrua.mtanttn.  astll  fuaunnctsd  and  asskittc< 


tetQ,4ae  at***  the  ^ae*  of  the  4m?sis*,masn:.fn 
clataafpaaitioB,  but  everted,  I  mean-  that  thebesians 
ware  together  at  the  decidual  surf hoe  butnpait  at  the 
peritoneal,  the  wails  being  aninch  and  a  half  in  thick- 
ness. -  It  contained  about  two  or  three  .ounces  of 
cpegals*  The  peritoneal  coat  showed  patches  of 
jan>uumation,  hut  only  to  a  trifling  extend  and  ao 
traces  of  lymph  could  be  detected;  the  lining  mem- 
brane was  here  and  there  marked  with  a  natch  of 
rednenvand  was  much  congested.  On  the  nenHoneal 
coat  of  the  bladder  and  intestines  a  blush  of  inflam- 
mation was  here  and  there  seen ;  but  all  the  viscera 
arete  free  from  adhesions  or  deposits  of  lymph*  The 
greatest  anaearancea  of  disease  were  apparent  on  the 
eesjtommm  liniag  the  anterior  part  of  tJ^  abdomen, 
and  closely  in  connexion  with  the  cut  edges,  of  that 
membrane*  and  hereabout  a  few  pmceaof  lymph  trere 
discovered.  The  stomach  appeared  healthy  »  both  tint 
organ  and  the  intestines  were  much  distended  with 
flatus.  The  liver  was  of  its  normal  size,  but  of  a  pale 
colour  3  the  bidnies  were  in  a  similar  ooodfron;  the 
hning  membrane  of  the  vagina  wet  highly  consanted ; 
the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  contained,*  lew  email 
coagula,and  about  twelve  or  fourteen  ounces  of  ^loody 


The  uterus,  vagina,  bladder,  and  rectum,  being 
removed,  the  pelvia  could  be  well  examined.  The 
promontory  .of.  the  sacrum  with  the  lower  lumbar  ver- 
tebra* arched  forward,  to  at  to  overhang  the  pelvis  and 
All  the  greater  portion  of  its  space.  The  space 
between  the  sacrum  and  symphisis  pubis  wet  from 
one  ten***  u^^iajaiu^  emmets  am*, 


From  the  ascertained  adnwamesnent  of  the  solvit 
after  death,  it  is  very  apparent  that  the  child  could  not 
have'  beta  extracted  by  embryotomy,  end*  some  of  my 
pfxrfesmoud  brethren  may  censore  Its  adoption,  but  I 
think  that  sjnmawho  have  had  to  do  with  to  nnitmal  a 
case  an  annas  and  others  who  have  witne  asadtba  sm> 
cemtbaabm amended  its  asaaOeyment,  wbenadnptad 
pereeswriagiy  end  patientry,  in  cases  at  tsrst  bolajeg 
oat  email  hope  of  delivery,  will  readily  ^exquso  the 
nmetfea.  Ingush  praetitionert  feat,  ssan  |antly  famV 
the  great  importance  of  the  mother's  life,,  compaaad 
with  that  of  the  child,  and  when  one  or  other  must  be 
eacrinotdV  would  immolate  the  latter.  Dr.  Thynne 
said  M  it  was  better  to  open  six  heads  tamecesssrm/, 
than  lose  one.  woman/'  I  do  not  think  many, will 
agree  with  himm  saying  so  much,  but  I  believe;  the 
majority  of  practitioners  would  retort  to  cianiotuniy 
first,  in  a  dovbtfvl  case,  giving  the  woman  all  the 
benefit  that  may  accrue  from  it,  before  proceeding  to 
dalumry  by  the  only  remaining  means— the  dreadful 
operation  of  the  Cmaarian  section— an  operation  that 
hat  been  so  aingulanly  fatal  in  this  country,  that 
nothing  can  justify  its  use,  whilst  any  noeriMt  mode  of 
delivery  remains  untried* 

I  cannot  imagine  a  roedkal  man  placed  in  a  more 
delicate  and  responsible  situation  than  tbeone  in  which 
he  bat  to  determine  upon  the  destruction  of  n  child 
innlero,iaactse  where  there  it  great  doubt  of  hit 
uiunuu^ftdrantagetotbe  mother.  Yet  I  think,  eon- 
sidermg  the  statistics  of  the  Csmarian  operation,  it 
ought  not  to  be  neglected  if  it  held  out  but  a  Jmai 
hop*  of  a  successful  termiaation.of  the  case. 

If  I  might  venturntp  ndriao  those,  who  maj:unfttt> 
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S6ALP  ISSUE. 


km  to  dehver  by  «*Ce*nrmn  atfJou,  1 
Would  say,  "  Make  your  location  into  the  uterus  m 
«mU  as  possible,  compatible  with  the  extraction  of 
the  child."  The  prostration  of  the  nervous  system 
Mm  an  extensive  wound  into  so  important  an  organ 
asYhe  uterus  fs  runnense',  and  such  as  few  can  recover 
from ;  how  necessary  is  ft^  therefore,  to  save  it  as 
mveh  a*  possible,  and  not  cot  an  inch  nor  half  an  inch 
needlessly.  Doubtless  the  majority  of  deaths,  the 
result  of  this  operation,  hare  arisen  from  the  shod  to 
the  system,  and  not  from  the  extensive  wounds  being 
beyond  reparation. 

I  think,  from  the  pott-mortem  appearances  m  the 
case  'here  reported,  it  is  fair  to  infer  that  recovery 
would  hate  taken  piece,  could  the  system  have  with* 
stood  the  shock  consequent  upon  the  operation. 

The  only  difficulty  I  experienced  was  from  the 
presence  of  the  bladder,  which  was  not  entirely 
emptied,*  and  great  care  and  caution  were  required  iu 
order  to  prevent  its  being  injured  ;  a  fact  that  may  be 
worthy  the  notice  of  those  who  may  perform  the  opera- 
tion hereafter. 

The  gratefal  task  alone  remains,  for  see  to  thank 
my-'csflengoea  for  their  prompt  attendance.  1  feel 
great  pleasure  in  thus  publickly  thanking  them  lor  their 
valuable  counsel,  and  for  their  patient  and  judicious 
assistance,  in  a  case  of  no  ordinary  difficulty. 

Welford,  Northamptonshire,  Aug.  21, 1844. 
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MORBID    CONDITION    OP  THE   CEREBRAL 

FUNCTIONS  SUCCESSFULLY  TREATED  BY 

DR.  WALLIS'S  SCALP  ISSUE. 
By  W.  S.  Oks,  M.D.,  Southampton,  Physician  to  the 
Royal  South  Hants  Infirmary. 

When  a  severe  remedy  comes  recommended  by 
rssjwrtalli  authority  for  a  cure  of  a  dangerous  and 
threatening  disease,  it  surely  is  the  duty  of  every  medi- 
cal man,  when  a  similar  disease  falls  under  his  care, 
and  all  canary  efforts  have  failed,  to  give  the  means 
recommended  a  fair  trial,  in  order  that  its  efficacy  or 
failure  may  be  determined  by  the  test  of  general 
experience. 

In  the  eleventh  volume  of  the  transactions  of  the 
Provincial  Medical  and  Surgicsl  Association,  Dr.  Wallis, 
one  of  the  physicians  of  that  excellent  institution,  the 
Bristol  Infirmary,  has  recommended  a  remedy  of  this 
kfnd  for  the  cure  of  several  grave  diseases  of  the  brain. 

It  consists  of  a  long  issue  in  the  scalp,  commencing 
from  the  centre  of  the  forehead,  where  the  hair  begins 
to  grow,  and  extending  (in  the  adult)  seven  or  eight 
inches  backwards,  in  the  direction  of  the  sagittal 
suture.  It  is  made  thus.  The  integuments  are  com- 
nfrfe/y  divided  by  a  scalpel,  and  the  lips  of  the  wound, 
from  beginning  to  end,  are  to  be  kept  apart,  first  by  a 
thick  dossil  of  lint  soaked  in  turpentine,  and  after- 
wards by  a  double  row  of  peas. 

Tills  remedy,  it  must  be  confessed,  wears  a  very 
formidable  appearance,  especially  in  private  practice, 
and  where  the  patient  is  of  a  tender  aye,  and  was  quite 
enough  prima  /eefe  to  make  one  of  our  most  talented 

•  The  fnudnf  of  the  bladder  containing  some  ariae,  being 
Jaaneed  between  the  head  of  the  child  and  the  pubei, 
revered  tfte  escape  of  ^e  wtoe  hnpracticabfe,  ' 


veviewurs  to  cry  outasr'  muroy,  anal  eo'be* 
"from  Dr.  Wallis  and  his  issue/*  But  We  ought  net 
to  allow  this  remedy  to  he  prejudged,  ember  by  such 
an  ejaculation  or  by  its  own  seeming  severity,  vie 
must  bear  in  mind  that  k  does  not  partake  of  the 
character  of  the  "auceps  rssnedlnm  melius  emus 
nullum;**  and  as  to  any  pern  being  orcasiiaert  byk, 
the  majority  of  patientson  whom  the  operation  might 
be  performed,  will  he  generally  in  a  state  seemly 
sensible  of  it.  The  principal  risk  incurred  will  be 
hawKHTbage  from  the  ultimate  branch  of  me  tsmpoaj! 
and  occipital  artery.  In  the  generality  of  cam,  a 
moderate  hemorrhage  will  be  of  no  small  advautsaet 
and  if  the  bleeding  should  be  so  profuse  as  to  give 
cause  for  alarm,  there  is  no  part  of  the  body  when 
hemorrhage  can  be  more  readily  controlled  either  by 
pressure,  ligature,  or  the  actual  cautery. 

As  I  am  not  aware  that  any  reports  have  fatberto 
been  published  either  in  commendation  or  (condemna- 
tion of  Dr.  Wallis'  remedy,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  ask 
you  to  make  known  the  following  ease,  which  was 
attended  by  Dr.  William  Duller  and  myself.  I  Irmt 
the  result  will  leed  others  fearlessly  to  adopt  the 
remedy  in  imtmUe  cases,  where  milder  means  have 
failed,  and  where  the  extreme  peril  of  the  patent 
emphatically  calls  for  decisive  practice. 

Thomas  Thompson,  seven  years  and  a  half  old;  wst 
attacked  on  the  30th  of  May  last,  with  the  febrile 
symptoms  of  ecarlatena.  On  the  following  day  tbs 
exanthem  appeared.  It  was  not  aooosapssuad  with 
the  ordinary  symptom  of  inflamed  thecal,  and  it 
remained  out  the  usual  time.  The  neat  three  days 
were  marked  with  great  Jebrile  oxejoemcut,  and  the 
beam  became  involved.  On  the  5th  of  Jane  he  wai 
delirious. 

Up  to  this  date  he  was  attended  by  Dr. 
Bullar,  who  had  employed  such  remedies  i 
suitable  to  the  case— the  mercurial  treatment,  leeches, 
blisters,  «c.  We  now  attended  the  child  together.  We 
agreed  to  blister  the  scalp  again,  to  apply  a  bladder 
of  ice  to  the  forehead,  and  to  persist  in  the  msreorial 
treatment.  *.  « 

6th;  The  symptoms  are  in  nowise  improved.  He  is 
delirious,  almost  unconscious,  frequently  catching  it 
imaginary  objects.  There  is  some  degree  of  sensibility 
of  the  hides ;  but  the  cornea)  are  drawn  upwards  and 
backwards  under  the  superior  palpebral.  The  pulse  is 
intermittent  and  faltering. 

As  aH  ordinary  remedies  used  under  such  cfocunj* 
stances  were  of  no  avail,  as  the  child  was  fast  sinking 
under  the  disease  of  the  brain,  and  as  the  esse  was  con- 
sidered to  be  hopeless,  Dr.  William  BuHsr  proposed 
the  scalp  issue,  recommended  by  Dr.  Wallis,  ss  the 
only  means  left  that  might  possibly  relieve  the  morbid 
condition  of  the  cerebral  function.  After  a  little  hesi- 
tation I  assented  to  the  proposal,  and  communicated 
it  to  the  parents,  taking  care  to  use  the  term  "issue," 
lest  that  of  "  operation,"  might  stand  in  our  way.  They 
put  confidence  in  our  proceedings,  and  gave  their  con* 
sent.  In  the  evening  the  issue  was  made  m  the  follow- 
ing manner  !— 

The  hair  being  shaved  off,  and  the  vertex  of  tto 
child's  head  brought  to  the  edge  of  the  bed,  t)r,  W. 
Bullar  began  Ids  incision  where  the  hair  of  the  fore- 
head commences,  and  tented  ft'buidrweTus  avwfumns 
over  the  track  of  the  usa^  suture.  ft*«m»*» 
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tfV 


nd  a  ww  ounces  of  Mood  lost  by 

'  the  mcisfcm.    The  Hps  of  the  wound  were  kept  apart 

by  a  tide*  donil  of  lint  waked  in  turpentine,   and 

■trips  of  adhesive  platter  were  laid  transversely  over  ft, 

to  keep  H  in  Its  place. 

All  medicine,  except  an  occasional  purge,  was  now 
laid  aside,  and  the  wound  dressed  daily. 

7tb.  He  has  been  very  delirious  during  the  night, 
and  appears  nearly  the  same  as  yesterday. 

Mi.  He  has  had  a  restless  night  but  less  delirium. 
There  is  greater  prostration,  and  much  difficulty  in 
rousing  him  from  apparent  stupor ;  this,  however,  is 
ascertained  'to  arise  from  deafness ;  for  on  speaking 
loudly  close  to  his  ear,  he  answers  questions  correctly. 
There  is  less  fever.  His  tongue  is  clean,  and  he  begins 
to  take  food. 

9th.  At  midnight  he  fell  into  a  sound  sleep,  and  did 
not  wake  till  nine  o'clock  this  morning.  He  is  gene- 
rally better.  It  is  evident  that  the  cerebral  functions 
are  being  relieved.    The  issue  is  discharging. 

10th.  He  has  slept  soundly  the  whole  night,  and  is 
progressing  favourably  in  every  respect.  He  has  com- 
pletely regained  his  senses,  and  recognises  every  one 
around  him.  The  issue  continues  to  discharge  well, 
and  his  appetite  is  Improving. 

He  went  on  admirably  till  the  17th,  when  be  became 
affected  with  the  anasarcoos  sequelae  of  scarlatina. 
Tbese  symptoms  were  soon  removed  by  the  hot  air 
bath,  which  caused  him  to  perspire  profusely,  and  by 
other  ordinary  remedies.  After  this  he  was  sent  to 
the  Isle  of  Wight,  where  he  rapidly  recovered.  He  is 
at  Ads  time  perfectly  well. 

Southampton,  August  23, 1844. 


PROVINCIAL 

JWt&tcat  &  Surgical  Sloumal* 

WEDNESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  18,  1844. 


The  attention  of  the  members  of  the  medical 
profession,  a  body  not  in  general  very  readily 
roused  to  action,  seems  at  length  fully  alive  to  the 
necessity  for  exertion  on  the  subject  of  Sir  James 
Graham's  Medical  BUI.  The  outrage  upon  the 
community  contemplated  in  the  removal  of  all 
restrictions  to  the  practice  of  medicine  by  persons 
not  merely  unqualified  from  ignorance,  but  dis- 
qualified by  false  and  interested  pretensions  to  a 
knowledge  which  they  do  not  possess,  is  too  gross  to 
be  passed  over.  The  proposition  is  too  monstrous, 
and  every  effort  by  those  who  are  the  real  and 
only  safe  guardians  of  the  public  health,  educated 
and  qualified  medical  practitioners,  will  be  made  to 
prevent  its  adoption. 

We  recently  reported  die  meetings  held  in  the 
counties  of  Hereford,  Surrey,  and  Warwick,  to 
take  into  consideration  the  bill  of  the  Home  Secre- 
tary. In  another  part  of  the  present  number  will 
be  found  an  account  of  the  proceedings  at  Bedford, 
llMsajixhsin,  Stourbridge,  and  Beading.  ErebV 
nanuuss^aw^a^ajaaenja  were  yau*as*\ay  CBtmaa  into 


for  calhng  together  the  medical  practitioners  of  the 
county  of  Worcester;'  meetings  are  also  intended 
to  be  held  at  Ipswich,  and  at  Manchester  and  other 
towns  in  the  north,  and  there  is  little  doubt  but 
that  the  expression  of  opinion  on  the  subject  will 
betas  general  as  it  is  decided. 

There  is  no  immediate  necessity  for  eatemttng 
these  remarks  further  on  this  occasion,  nor  do  we 
now  propose  to  enter  upon  the  general  merits  of 
Sir  James  Graham's  measure.  In  compliance  with 
the  request  of  the  Council  of  the  Provincial  Medi- 
cal and  Surgical  Association,  it  is  purposed  neat 
week  to  publish  the  bill  at  mil  length,  and  it  will 
then  be  time  enough  to  enter  into  a  calm,  and  we 
trust,  unprejudiced  and  unbiassed  consideration  of 
its  provisions.  Some  of  them  are  of  unquestionable 
utility,  and  we  are  glad  to  perceive  from  the  tone 
of  the  meetings  which  have  already  taken  place* 
Jbat,  while  the  most  strenuous  resistance  will  be 
offered  to  that  part  of  the  bill,  which,  by  the  with- 
drawal of  the  small  amount  of  protection  now 
enjoyed  by  the  public  against  the  artinees  of  the 
quack  and  empiric,  affords  such  direct  encourage- 
ment to  impostors  of  this  description,  the  general 
disposition  seems  to  be  rather  to  amend,  if  indeed 
it  shall  be  found  susceptible  of  amendment,  than 
entirely  to  defeat  the  proposed  measure. 
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Cases  by  John  Walkxb,  Esq.,  Surgeon  as  the 

Hospital. 

OBNTBAL  OPACITY  OF  THE  CO* NBA — TBEATMBWT 
BT  HYOBOCTANIC  ACW-— OPBBATlOlT  FOB  ABTI- 
PIOIAL  PUPIL. 

Robert  Newall,  aged  53,  applied  for  my  advice  on  the 
23rd  of  January,  1844.  Re  stated  that  two  year*  pre- 
viously he  had  a  very  severe'  'attack  ot  o^umalnria, 
affecting  both  eyes,  which  continued  with  more  or  lass 
severity  for  about  six  months,  and  left  him  in  a  con- 
dition of  almost  total  darkness.  The  vision  of  the  left 
eye  had,  however,  somewhat  improved  since,  as  he  can 
*©w  discern  the  shadows  of  objects  passing  before  liiro, 
but  he  is  unable  to  find  his  way  without  a  guide. 

On  examination,  a  central  opacity  of  the  cornea  of 
both  eyes  is  observed,  the  circumference  being  per- 
fectly transparent.  The  conjunctiva  is  of  a  deep  olive 
colour,  arising  apparently  from  an  excessive  use  of 
nitrate  of  silver.  The  central  portion  of  the  iris  of  the 
right  eye  is  adherent  to  the  corresponding  portion  of 
the  cornea,  evidently  caused  by  a  penetrating  nicer  of 
the  latter  texture,  the  pupil  being  obliterated.  No 
such  adhesion  has  taken  place  in  the  left  eye,  the  pupil 
being  visible  at  several  points  from  the  circumference 
of  the  cornea.  The  pupil  does  not  appear  to  contract 
or  expand,  but  remains  fixed,  although  of  moderate 
site. 

Since  the. loss  of  his  sight,  be  has  applied  several 
kinds  of  drops  with  a  view  of  removing  the  opacity, 
but  without  benefit;  indeed;  bethinks  M*  vision  has 
improved  mere  since  he  Ml  off  uawg  them  than 
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as,  nsifrmd  nantjajnj  throe  %t,> week  for  the 
•  of  having  sulphate  of  copper  applied  to  the 
,  surface  of  the  lids.  This  was  continued  lor  a 
fortnight  without  any  alteration  in  the  appearance  of 
the  eyes,  or  any  improvement  of  sight. 

Feb.dnl.  TheVapoar  ofhyeVooyaiikaoidtdoublet«e 
strength  of  Soheele's,  was  now  resorted  to,  aocL.vas 
leapt,  in  contact  with,  the  eyes  for  about  two  ininntes. 
A  senna  of  heat  was  experienced,  with  a  alight  unea- 
siness,  scarcely  amounting  to  pain.  Increased  vascu- 
larity  was  observed,  and  the  eyes  were  watery.  None 
of  these  effects  were  so  intense  as  those  produced  by 
the  sulphate  of  copper,  and  more  quickly  disappeared. 
This  remedy  was  used  at  first  every  other  day,  and  soon 
*very  day,  .until  the  19th  of  April,  on  which  day  he 
tof  the  hospital . under  sny 


April  20th.  He  is  now  in  every  respect  the  same  as 
previous  to  the  employment  of  the  acid,  the  opa- 
city not  having  diminished,  and  no  more  of  the  pupil 
becoming  visible  in  either  eye.  Having  now  aban- 
doned hope  from  any  remedy  short  of  an  operation, 
I  determined  on  making  a*  artificial  pupil  in  eaoh  eye. 

«1  sanordingty  made  a  pnnotwre  at  the  lower  margin  of 
She  eoruee*  with  *n  extraction  knife,  drew  out  a  por- 
tion of  ios  with  the  forceps,  and  snipped  it  off  with 

•  scissors.  This  was .  done  first  in  the  right  and  then  in 
the  left  eye.  No  inflammation  supervened ;  an  excel- 
lent pupil  in  each  eye,  opposite  the  lower  portion  of 
the  cornea,  was  the  result  of  the  operation,  and  the 
patient  was  shortly  restored  to  a  very  useful .  amount 
of  vision,  having  no  longer  occasion  for  a  guide. 

The  much-vaunted  powers  of  the  hydrocyanic  acid, 
in  opacities  of  the  cornea,  were  put  to  the  test  in  thin 
esse  and  sound  valueless.  I  have,  tried  it  in  a  few 
others  with  the  like  result.  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  be 
useful  in  some  cases,  in  which  other  stimulants  woufcl 

.net  beneficially,  but  I  am  satisfied  that  a  case  which 
does  not  yield  to  ordinary  stimulants  will  never  be 
benefited  by  it.    With  this  view  of  the  subject,  we 

.can  easily  acnonnt  for  the  recoveries  said  to  have  iol- 
Jowe4tt*tt»it)QymcAt. 

pvriL  obscubbo  by  a  fbwbtbating  ulcbb  or  tub 

COBNBA— OPEBATION  OF  STRANGULATING  A  POR- 
TIOW  OF  THB  IRIS. 


Galley,  aged  26,  from  near  Crewe,  was 
i  admitted  aaia-pntient  of  the  hospital  July  16th,  1844. 
.It  appeared  that  he  had  been  occasionally  subject  to 
.  ophthalmia  for  many  years  past,  and  that  the  left  eye 
Jbad  been  destroyed  nineteen  years  before.  Two  years 
since  he  was  attacked  with  an  inflammatory  affection 
of  the  right  eye,  attended  with  ulceration  of  the 
cornea,  which  terminated  in  an  extensive  cicatrix  at 
the  inner  margin.  There  had  evidently  been  a  pene- 
trating ulcer  at  this  point,  for  the  pupil  was  drawn 
underneath,  and  nearly  obscured  by  the  opaque  portion 
of  the  cornea,  a  meet  line  of  the  pupillary;  margin, 
being  alone  visible.  With  this  eye,  he  had  no  useful 
*igt*,>bciogn*reiyabktog^  The 

general  appearance  of  the  iris,  and  of  the  whole  of  the 

..   J«)y  27*Ju   T)mr9fannentangtood  reajm  t*  besstve. 
that  the  Jen  g  and  capsule  were  transparent,  it  became 

i  with,  their  integrity.    Aft  *h*  pupil 


lapsus  of  the  iris  thwmgh  4hnnleemlsd  poshenaije> 
cornea,  so  it  seemed  probable  that  if  an  aperture  v**e 
mane  at  the  opposite  maimn,  and  a  perns*  sf  u* 
iris  drawn  out  and  left  to  strangulate,  the  pupil  weald 
be  again  drawn  toarards  the  centre.  The  fclkwtaj 
proceeding  was  therefore  adopted:— A  ponctais  *» 
made  with  an  extraction  knife  at  the  outer  sasnpp  of 
the  cornea ;  the  aqueous  humour  iiaajiediiitdyasesaed, 
and  the  pupil  was  seen  to  extend  itself  across  like  s 
fine  black  line.  A  pair  of  forceps  was  next^tnoi 
through  the  wound  of  the  cornea,  a  piece  of  iris  bid 
hold  of,  pulled  out,  and  left  outside  the  wound,  famv 
ing  a  tumour  about  the  size  of  a  very  large  pin's  heal 
This  operation  then  had  the  effect  of  brjnguu;  1st 
pupil  quite  across  from  near  the  inner  to  Jfce  .outer 
margin  of  the  cornea,  and  rendering  the  psuentfi 
vision  almost  as  good  as  ever.  A  slight  degree  ef 
inflammation  succeeded  to  the  operation,  which  vu 
kept  up  by  the  strangulated  portion  of  the  iris.  At 
the  end  of  the  first  week  the  caustic  pencil  was  applied 
to  the  projecting  point ;  it  was  again  applied  QOjwo 
different  occasions  at  intervals  of  two  or  .three  dsyii 
when  the  tumour  had  disappeared. 

August  24th.  All  irritation  has  now  ceased.  AjGter 
the  application  of  the  caustic,  although  someptunss 
of  the  prolapsed  iris  sloughed  off,  there  was  a  dejrte 
of  retraction  of  the  iris  internally,  .and  the  pupil  did 
not  extend  so  far  towards  tfce  outer  margia  of  the 
cornea ;  but  what  was  lost  in  the  horizontal  was,  fwsed 
in  the  upward  direction,  ita  size  jsqw  being  .sheet 
four  lines  across  and  two  linen  upwards.  Visjea  ii 
completely  restored. 


GALVANISM  IN  UTERINE  HjBMORRHAO. 


TO  THE  KDITOn  OT  TBS  PBOVIWClAt  BlBBtCAi  AW 
BVBOIOAJ.  JOUBNAL. 

Sin, 

Uterine  hssmorrhage  sometimes  proceedt  to  sueh  te 
extent  as  to  render  the  dehvery^f  the  child,  hi  ny 
opinion,  a  dangerous  practice,  although  sanctioned  by 
some  of  our  best  obstetric  writers,  and  adopted  bytes 
great  bulk  of  the  profession,  being  considered  by  then 
as  giving  the  woman  the  best,  if  not  the  only  cssace 
of  surviving,  snd  of  saving  the  chihfs  Mfe  in  sack  can 
of  extreme  exhaustion  from  flooding.  •  I  hcve,the*t- 
fare,  in  this  short  communsentiOB,  suggested  the  sfss> 
oation  of  a  most  important  resaedial  agent,  capable,  n 
tar  aal  am  able  at  the  present  time  toetate,  of  iwanuj 
the  subdued  energies  of  the  uterus,  and  thus  bnagbf 
into  operation  that  power  which  can  alone  secure  the 
woman  from  further  loss,  I  mean  the  contraction  of  Ah 
organ.  This  consequently  would  enable  the  practitioner 
successfully  to  adopt  such  measures  as  would  have  ft* 
effect  of  raising  the  vital  powers,  ends*  dm  ess**** 
would  also  prevent  any  further  esTsnao»<vAichnss4r 
always  occurs)  in  cases  whore  the  acsion  east  peaur  of 
the  heart,  and  arteries  am  inoeenni  hjrtbeadnuninm- 
tion  of  stimulants,  or  other  means  of  support,  vans 
the  uterus  still  remains  in  an  atonic  state. 

Tl^reinedy  I  alliide  to  U  galvanism.  *«rbisboeb 
carried  through  the  long  axis  of  the  uterus,  by  stents 
of  a  conductor  being  i 
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.  /Misaiy  Ifcioagh  the  organ,  bynincing  a  conductor  on 


Ikamtnotonteotd  sntoadetailof  all  tke  ineans  to 
.  .he  mad-  in  these  cases,  but  bare  only  made  tbis  com* 
.  atuniontmn  in  order  that  those  of  my  professional 
-*iwthren»  who  may  meet  with  such  cases,  may  hare 
me.  opportunity  of  adopting  the  practice  here  recom- 
mended, intending  to  enter  more  fully  into  the  subject 
1 1  bare  completed  the  experiments  lam  at  present 


Yours  most  respectfully* 

THOMAS  RADFORD. 
Manchester,  £ept.  11, 1844. 

P.9.  Tbis  agent  is  also  applicable  to  other  cases  of 


SIR  JAMES  GRAHAMS  MEDICAL  BILL. 

BEDFORD  COUNTY  MEETING. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  medical  practitioners  of  the 
county  of  Bedford  and  neighbourhood,  held  at  the 
General  Infirmary,  Bedford,  on  Wednesday,  September 
the  4th,  1844,  ror  the  purpose  of  taking  into  considers. 
lion  the  provisions  of  the  Bin  for  regulating  the  Medi- 
cal Profession,  lately  laid  before  Parliament  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  lor  the  Home  Department  :— 

Fnnaxarr:  Isaac  Hurst,  F.R.C.S.,  8urgeon  to  the 
General  Infirmary,  Bedford,  in  the  chair ;  William 
Bailey,  Bedford;  Thomas  Herbert  Barker,  B.M., 
Bedford;    WlNaro  Blower,    Bedford;  J.  Brunton, 

•  Tswrey ;  Tbomm  Chapman,  jnn.,  Ampthill ;  Robert 
Cotaaon,  Ne  wport-Pagnel ;  Robert  Conchman,  Bed- 
ford; Edward  Darnell,  Newport-Pagoel ;  Nathaniel 
Godfrey,  Turrey ;  Joseph  Gregory,  Risley ;  Andrew 
i;  Ampthfll;  John  Harris,  F.R.C.S.,  Spring- 
Surgeon  so  the  General  Infirmary,  Bedford; 
George  Hedley  Dixon,  Bedford;  John  Hemming, 
Kimbolton;  John  Hemming,  jun.,  Kimbolton;  J. 
Hilliard,  Sbefford;  William  Heygate,  M.D.,  Aspley- 
Guise;  Robert  ilnerarity,  Baldock;  WiUiam  Forbes 
Laurie,  M-BuV  'DuastebJe;  T.  Layman,  Shefford; 
William.  ttokcrVMesham,  M.D.,  Physician  to  the 
<mners*  Innrmary,  Bedford;  Thomas  Mitchell*  Bed- 
ford; GeetgePason,  Grasmeld;  —  Phikmn,  M.D., 
Hitchen;  Henry  Raynes,  Potton;  George  Oeborn 
Rogers,  Newport-Paguel ;  Leads  Rudge,  Great  Barw 

foffd; Sandall,  Potton;  Richard  Stereos,  Market 

Ssrect;    John    Thompson,    Biavjecwadc;    WWiam 
Tburnall,  Bedford  Infirmary;  Henry  Veasey,  BaWock ; 

.  Jmaar  Williamson,  Sharnbrook ;  George  Witt,  M.D^ 

FJs\^  Physician  to  the  General  Infirmary,  Bedford; 

Thwanan,  Wookidge,    Bedford;    William   Wootton, 

Hasreid. 

The  following  resolntions  were  unanimously  agreed 


1st.  The*  the  psotection  anVrdedto  she  public  and 
the  profession  by  the  Apothecaries'  Act*  altkoogbim* 
of  great  serriee  in  adrancmg  tm> 
r  aits  and  that  the  aiisoniHrtoas) 
aanonl  of  that  Act  wiU  not  only  be  tajmfou*  to  the 
anhlic,  but  oajaattothc  aaedsaai  pecteasmm 

That;  in  the .  caenien  of  ■  this  -  eneetmg,  1ue  tmntnart 

'iiisn^tfonmrn  penalty  on  ail  peraods  tmstendinglo  m) 

sum  ssejsssssy  in  sasanmlssj  nnaamum  sssHnui  hem* 

liljl  ssanmmaj  n  ansa  tnniiiamljiski^iiilli  fimljn  T 


2nd.  That  the  BSuHitutiia  of 
of  Health  ia  ot^tkmahftt*  aa 
nutronage  into  the  hands  of-  the  Gornrnanent,  and  also 
inasmuch  aa  saentbemof  the  eawncsss-of  tke^awmreut 
colleges  would,  in  the  Council  of  Health,  tare  the 
power  of  consuming  bye  laws  wkkh,  in  the.  councils 
of  tke  colleges,  they  had  already  sanotioaed;  U  would 
tbeMforeoedeauaok  tonxeiudo  persona  holding- any 
office  in  the  coUeges  from  the  Council  of  Health. 

3rd.  That  the  introduction  of  a  third  grade  in  tke 
profession  is  objectionable  and  uncalled  for.  That  if 
•itbedetonnkiedtoeatabliah  such  a  grade,  it  ia,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  meeting,  mconajeteat  to  inquire  that 
persona  wishing  to  practice  surgery  or  physic  alone, 
should  continue  their  studies  lonr  or  nre  years  neyend 
Abe  tame  at  which  they  might  have  been  declaaed  com- 
petent to  practice  both. 

That  if  it  be  intended  to  afford  an  opportunity  of 
distinction  in  those  branchea.of  the  profossioo,  it 
should  still  be  compulsory  upon  all  to  undeigo  the 
preliminary  examination  in  both  physic  and  surgery, 
-tor  the  degree  of  licentiate. 

4th.  That  it  is  the  opmion  of  thfe  meeting,  that  the 
appointment  to  iralmctoaattous  of  titer*  nmsonoWho 
hare  been  duly  registered,  and  -the  infliction  of  penal- 
ties on  unqualified  persons,  for  practising  in  public 
offices,  may  be  regarded  as  protective  to  the  pontic 
and  the  profession  only  to  a  rery  limited  extent,  inas- 
much as  public  appointments  are  held  bnt  by  a  few 
from  amongst  the  entire  number  of  medical  nraota- 
tkmers;  and  that  such  an  enactment  would  he  nn 
inefficient  substitute  for  the  repeal  of  all  rcsanetlen  to 
general  practice. 

5th.  That  the  profession  do  not  expect  nor  i 
any  exelasire  rights  or  prirUeges,  bnt  that,  < 
the  inability  of  the  public  to  become  judge*  of  i 
•kill,  it  ought  to  be  protected  from  the  ig 
pretenders,  and  that  the  present  medical  prsetitiowtrs 
baring  been  required  to  make  tbemsnlres  afrqntintfd 
with  their  profession  at  great  expense,  it  is  tboopiumn 
of  that  meeting,  that  all  persons  practising;  mrdsmne 
or  surgery,  should  also  be  duly*  qaatansdi  for-  that 
purpose. 

6th.  That  an  Association  be  formed  for  the  purpose 
of  watching  the  progress  of  the  Bill,  and  taking  any 
steps  that  may  be  necessary  to  oppose  the  objectionable 
amuses,  and  that  the  members  of  .the  profession,  re- 
asdmg  in  the  county  and  netaneonrkoed,  be  tnsited  to 
envoi  themsetvea  as  members  of  such.  Association,  and 
that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  .tsunanct  sock  bosi- 
neas  aa  may  arise  in  oarrying  out  the  objects  of  the 
Association. 

That  a  subscription  of  ten  shillings  each,  be  paid  by 
the  members  of  the  Association  for  the  purpose  of 
defraying  all  necessary  exponent. 

7th.  That  a  deputation  be  formed,  to  wait  noon 
rarioua  Members  of  Parliament,  to  afford  them  any 
necemaryenpmnstwn,  and  request  mom  to  support  the 
newt  of  the  J 

8tkw  ThaOtbis 
cetn  thnadaamnonof  Sir  James  Grahum,  kit  place 
in  Parliament,  of  fcb  Inability  mgmpptowina  ike  crying 
evil  of  qunekeryv  ail  erit  asnatttij  m  all  age*,  and 
inroh/iag,as  it  does, the  kmi eant  neatth  of  erery  sub- 
ject sntno  reals*,  sum1  tlisiieaiiptismslstj  njsniamtaut 
ciaawmpen  tsn^sntentinjiolw«>le|ttmwmn>v 
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•she  on 
i  to 


thoevil 

thai  the  success  of  their 
it,  and  to  protect  the  lives  of  thai* 
tnmeh  may  be  done  by  leesalatmo 
>,  if  not  caamgnieh  the  evil  altogether. 
9th»  That  whfle  thai  meeting  deprecates  eny  measure 
Huffing  Tii  threw  mintiml  practice  open  to  the  public, 
H'ahto  expresses  its  approval  of  many  of  the  provisions 
of  the  new  Bill,  which  are  unquestionably  calcmlated 
to  raise  tin  standing  of  the  profession,  and  to  place 
medical  practice  on  a  more  liberal  and  firmer  baais  1 
that  meeting  therefore  hopes  that  Sir  James  Graham 
will  not  b*  deterred  hy  the  opposition  which  some 
parts  of  the  bill  have  called  forth,  from  reconsidering 
the  onbjeet,  and  from  granting  seen  protection  as  may 
award  the  public  from  imposition,  and  the  profession 
from  the  inroads  of  the  miedncated  and  unqualified. 

10th.  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  presented 
to  the  Governors  of  the  Infirmary  for  the  nse  of  their 
Committee  Room  on  this  occasion. 

ISAAC  HURST,  Chairman. 

.  11th.  That  the  thanks. of  this  meeting  be  presented 
to  the  Chairman  for  his  able  conduct  in  the  chair. 


BIRMINGHAM  AND  MIDLAND  COUNTIES' 
MEETING. 


At  a  Meeting  held  at  (sueon's  College,  Birmingham, 
September,  9,  IS44;  John  Birt  Duvms,  M.D.,  m  the 
Choir; 

•  On  the  motion  of  Dr.  James  Johnstone,  seconded 
by  Mr.  E.  Bartleet,  h  was  resolved  une^mously,"  That 

•  Society,  caned  the  Birmingham  mid  Midland  Districts 
Medical  and  Surgical  Association  bo  now  formed,  to 
take  into  oonsideratfcm  the  provisions  of  Sir  James 
Graham's  Bill,  and  to  protect  the  interests  of  the 
Profession/' 

On.  ike  motion  of  Mr.  E.  T.  Cox,  seconded  by  Dr. 
Ecolee,  it  was  resolved  ajiawimoosly, «  That  Dr.  Male, 
the  Senjor  Physician  in  the  town  of  Birmingham,, 
be  IVeaidea>)o|^.A«ociatio^l.'• 

On  the  motion  of  Dr.  Bell  Fletcher,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Eye  Chavaase,  it  waa  resolved  unanimoualy,  "H»at 
the  senior  physician  of  the  General  Hospital,  Dr. 
James  Johnstone ;  the  senior  surgeon  of  the  General 
Hospital,  Air.  R.  Wood;  the  senior  physicianof  thw 
Queen's  Hospital,  Dr.  Birt  Danes ;  the  senior  surgeon 
of  the  Queen's  Hospital,  Mr.  W.  Sands  Cos;  the 
senior  physician  of  the  General  Dispensary,  Dr.  Bell 
Fletcher ;  the  senior  surgeon  of  the  General  Dispensary, 
Mr.  G.  Elkington  j  the  senior  surgeon  of  the  Town 
Infirmary,  Mr.  Edwd.  T.  Cox ;  the  senior  surgeon  of 
•the  Eye.bfirmary,  Mr.  Bartleet;  and  the  surgeon  of 
the  Lying-in-Hospital,  Mr.F.EUdngton,  be  Vice-Pre- 
wdents  of  the  Association,  with  power  to  add.  to  their 

On  the  motion  of  Dr.  Wright,  aeconded  by  Dr. 
Evans,  it  wss  resolved  unanimously,  "  That  the  follow* 
etitute  the  Provisional  Council  of 
,  together  with,  the  President  end  Vice- 
Jresidsnta,  with  power  s  to  add  to  their  number:— 
Dr.Ecdec;  Dr.  Evans ;  Dr.  Molaom  ;  Dr.  Percy  \  Dr. 
Wright)  Mr.  S.  Ampule  tt;  Mr.  S.  Berry;  Mr.  A. 
Brmdmy;  Mr.  B.  Chceehire;  Mr.  T.  Convenes;  Mr. 
P.  Cbnvaese;  Mr.T.  Freer;  Mr.T.  Green;  Dr.  Inginby; 


Mr.  G.  B.  Kuowlss;  Mr.  L.  Parker ;  Dr.  Airevmajflb, 
Coventry;  Dr.  Thompaon,  Strattevd-on-Avoc;  Mr. 
Best,  Bilston;  Mr.  Bird,Tamwovth ;  Mr.  Cartwrigftt, 
Dudley ;  Mr.  Davies,  eon*  Coiesbill ;  Mr.  Fowhe,  em* 
Wolverhampton ;  Mr.  Horton,  eon*,  Bromujreve ;  Mr. 
Moore,  Halesowen;  Mr.  Morgan,  Lichfield;  Mr. 
Mason,  Nuneaton;  Mr.  I.  P.  Oatea,  Sutton;  Mr.F. 
Prouo\  Wolverhampon ;  Mr.  Pitt,  Waleali ;  Ux\  Foner> 
Atherstone ;  Mr.  D.  Rice,  Stratford-on-Avoa ;  Mr. 
Troughton,  Coventry;  Mr.  Underbill,  sen.,  Great 
Badge;  and  "That  Mr.  Sands  Cox  be  appointed 
Provisional  Honorary  Secretary." 

On  the  motion  of  Dr.  Percy,  aeconded  by  Mr. 
Bartleet,  it  waa  resolved  unanimously,  "That  the 
Provisional  Council  be  requested  to  take  mto  ccasMer- 
tion  the  proposed  enactments  of  Sir  James  Grsham'i 
bill,  to  draw  up  rules  and  regulation*  for  the  member* 
of  the  Association,  with  the  view  to  protect  the  public, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  the 
medical  profession,  by  derating  the  standard  of  iU 
character  and  preserving  its  interests,  and  that  the 
Council  be  requested  to  report  thereon,  to  the  mem- 
bers, at  an  early  meeting." 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  G.  Elkington,  aeconded  by 
Mr.  Amphlett,  it  was  resolved  unanimoualy,  "  Thtt 
the  Chairman  of  this  meeting  be  requested  to  transit 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  meeting  of  the  members  of 
the  medical  profession,  called  at  the  public  office  far 
the  10th   instant,  a  copy  of   the   resolutions  now 


On  the  motion  of  Mr.  C.  B.  Knowies,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Harmar,  it  was  resolved  unanimously,  "  Ifcst  the 
fiat  meeting  of  the  Council  do  take  place  on  lummy 
the  17th  instant,  at  three  o'clock,  in  the  library  of  the 
college." 

JOHN  BIRT  DAVIES,  Chainnss. 

A  vote  of  thanks  wss  alao  passed  to  Dr.  Birt  Darns, 
for  his  able  conduct  in  the  chair. 


STOURBRIDGE  MEETR** 

At  a  general  meeting  of  the  medical  profenuos  of 
the  town  and  neigbbourhood  of  Stourbridge,  held  at 
the  Talbot  Hotel,  September  5, 1844,  and  convened 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  Sir  Jsmm 
Graham '•  Medical  BUI;  W.  H.  Freer,  Esq, ia  the 
chair. 

The  following  resolutions  were  unanimously  agreed 
to:— 

Proposed  by  H.  Giles,  Esq.,  and  seconded  by  Bdeard 
Moore,  Esq.,  "That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  nieetiac, 
that  the  repeal  of  the  Apothecaries*  Act  of  1815,  which 
affords  the  only  protection  to  medical  men  and  the 
public  generally,  against  unqualified  persons,  withost 
the  substitution  of  some  other  measure  of  a  more 
stringent  character,  would  be  attended  with  meet 
eeriooscviltoall." 

Proposed  by  Dr.  Dudley,  and  aeconded  Joy  Jobs 
Brighton*  Eeq.,  "  That*  petition,  signed  hy  tbemou- 
bereof  the  profession  in  Stourbridge  and  the  nejuV 
bourbood*  he  uteaentod  to  the  House  of  Cusamsoi, 
embodying  the  substance  of  thai  leaolutiou/* 

Proponed  by  R.  L.  freer,  Esq.,  and  seeooded  by  J. 
Taylor,  Eeq.,  "That  the  Members  of  the  County  he 
thepecttioot  and  thm  Rehsrt 
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^Kaq^aU^andJ.S.  Fating**, Esq* M .P., be 
rcapactfnliy  requested  to  support  the  mb^" 

?rbposed  by  Thomas  Holyoake,  Esq.,  and  seconded 
by  J.  L.  Teed,  Esq.,'  "That  these  resolutions  be  for- 
warded to  the  Editors  of  The  Times,  die  Provincial 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  The  Lancet,  the  Ten 
Town/  Messenger,  and  the  Worcestershire  Chronicle. 
And  that  they  be  requested  to  publish  them." 

Proposed  by  E.  Moore,  Esq.,  and  seconded  by  J.  L. 
Teed,  Esq.,  "That  the  Chairman  of  this  meeting, 
together  with  the  members  of  Che  medical  profession 
residing  In-  Stourbridge,  and  now  present,  be  formed 
into  a  committee  of  management." 

It  was  also  resolved,  that  the  best  thanks  of  this 
meeting  be  given  to  the  Editor  of  The  Times,  far  his 
powerful  advocacy  of  the  interests  of  the  profession ; 
and  to  the  Chairman  for  his  efficient  conduct  in  pre- 
siding over  the  meeting." 


READING  MEETING. 


A  meeting  of  members  of  the  medics!  profession, 
resident  in  Resding  and  the  neighbourhood,  was  held 
in  the  Council  Chamber,  on  Tuesday,  Sept.  10th,  Dr. 
Smith,  in  the  chair. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  present :— Dr.  Smith, 
Dr.  Cowan,  Dr.  Woodhouse ;  Dr.  Brown,  Newbury ; 
Dr.  Somerville,  Pangbourne ;  J.  Bulley,  P.  A.  Bulley ; 
F.  Cos:,  Aldermaston ;  —  Colburn,  Mario w;  J.  Dunn, 
A.  G.  Field,  J.  Hsrrinson,  R.  J.  Hale,  W.  Hewett,  S. 
W.  Kidgell,  G.  May,  E.  May,  T.  B.  Maurice;  — 
Rohson,  Henley;  R.  Smith,  Whitchurch;  T.Taylor, 
Wargrave;  C.  Vines,  T.  S.  Workman,  M.  Workman  ; 
W.  Wall,  Mortimer;  T.  L.  Walford,  and  W.  B. 
Young,  Esquires. 

Dr.  Smith  in  taking  the  chair  observed,  that  the 
subject  for  the  consideration  of  which  that  meeting 
had  been  convened  was  a  very  important  one— involv- 
ing not  only  the  interests  of  the  medical  profession, 
but  the  welfare  of  the  community,  the  care  of  the 
public  health,  and  the  advancement  of  medical  science, 
and  he  much  regretted  that  they  had  not  selected  a 
more  efficient  chairman  to  preside  over  a  meeting 
where  subjects*  of  such  .great  importance  were  to  be 
discussed.  As  they  were  aware,  a  measure  had  been 
introduced  by  Sir  James  Graham,  purporting  to  be 
for  the  better  regulation  of  medical  practice,  and  pro- 
posing, among  other  things,  to  repeal  the  Apothecaries' 
Act,  without  substituting  any  other  test  of  qualification 
to  the  profession.  It  was  the  object  of  the  meeting  to 
petition  the  legislature  against  the  measure,  particu- 
larly in  reference  to  the  omission  to  which  he  had 
already  alluded. 

Dr.  Cowan  rose  to  move  the  first  resolution.  It  wss 
not  necessary  to  occupy  their  attention  for  any 
lengthened  period,  for  they  were  met  not  as  a  pubKc, 
but  as  a  professional  body,  to  discuss  their  own 
grievances,  and  to  consider  the  propositions  contained 
in  the  bill  brought  forward  by  Sir  James  Graham. 
He  did  Hot  wish  to  pronounce  indiscriminate  condem- 
nation, or  to  deprecate  every  part  of  the  bill,  as'it 
unquestionably  contained  many  clauses  adapted  to 
improve  materially  both  the  education  and  the  corpo- 
rate interests  of  the  medical  profession,  and  he  gladly 
hailed  anything  calculated  to  promote  that  improve* 
He  would  thankfully  admit  whatever  waa 


beneficial  in  the  bill,  but  he 
meet  strongly  against  that  part  of  it  which  involved 
the  removal  of  all  restrictions  upon  unqualified  practice. 
One  *f  the  main  points  of  the  ban,  whin*  was  the 
establishment  of  a  central  o 
body,**  Councilor  Health  and  Education,  i 
authority  over  all  existing  medical  corporations,  weep 
by  itself,  undoubtedly  *  meet  desirable 
One  which  bad  long  been  wanted.  Be 
for  by  this  measure,  it  must  be  regarded 
etvely  mmislerUl  in  constitution}  the  j 
Would  be  composed  of  a  majority  of  official  men,  ami 
eventually  the  profession  be  represented  only  by  one 
or  two  active  medical  members,  thus  rendering  the 
council  a  most  inadequate  representation  of  the 
opinions  and  interests  of  the  profession,  and  calculated 
rather  to  injure  than  to  benefit  them.  Still,  the  pre* 
posal  was  well-intentioned  on  the  part  of  j 
Ihd  should  so  far  be  acknowledged  with 
Another  point  which  called  for  acknowledgment  waa 
the  proposition  for  securing  one  uniform  and  efficient 
standard  of  professional  education  -compelling  all 
practitioners  to  give  evidence  of  their  qnsliftratkws, 
reducing  the  number  of  licensing  bodies  from  nineteen 
to  five,  and  rejecting  all  foreign  diplomas.  Inis,  with 
sn  improved  system  of  registration,  and  the  limiting 
of  public  medical  appointments  to  regularly  educated 
practitioners,  waa  most  decidedly  a  considerable  boon  ; 
but  notwithstanding  these  acknowledged  advantages, 
it  would  be  far  better  that  the  profession  be  left  as  it 
was,  than  that  the  bill  should  pass  in  its  present  form. 

Dr.  Cowan  then  entered  into  an-  able  exposition  of 
the  evils  resulting  to  the  oemmunity  and  the  psefsmlon 
from  the  practices  of  quacks  and  empirics,  and  depre- 
cated the  encouragement  afforded  by  the  biUto  such 
practices.  We  regret  that  our  limits  prevent  ue  from 
giving  th»i»e1ione/yeobee^  He 

concluded  by  moving  ■ 

"That  whilst  this  meeting  hails  with  sssJsfaetion 
"certain  general  measures  relating  to  the  education'  and 
government  of  the  medical  profession,  as- 
plated  in  the  Mil  recently  introduced 
by  Sir  James  Graham,  they  yet  feel  called  upon  tb 
protest,  in  the  strongest  mam 
which  involve  the  removal  of  i 
qaSfied  practice. H 

The  motion  was  seconded  by  Dr.  Brown,  df  Newbury, 
and  carried  unanimously. 

Hie  following  resolutions  were  then  passed ;~    ' 
'    Proposed  by  Dr.  Woodhouse,  seconded  by   John 
Bulley,  Esq.,  "That  this  meeting  do  resolve  to  present 
petitions  to  both  Houses  of  Tnrnament  in  accordance 
with  the  preceding  resolution.'* 

Proposed  by  G.  May,  Esq.^seconded  by  —  Colburn, 
Esq.,  of  Marlow,  "  That  the  following  petition  be 
adopted  :— 
To  the  Honourable  the   Commons  of  the    United 

Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  in  PSrliament 

assembled. 

The  petition  of  the  undersigned  physicians,  surgeons, 
and  apothecaries  of  Reading  and  the  sinTounding 
districts, 

Humbly  sheweth, 

That  your  petitioners  are  legally  qualified  preouV 
doners  of  medicine  and  surgery  resident  in  Bradlng 
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they  deplore  the  anomalous  condition  of  fkr 
inedfeal  pforassiOn,  and  concur  m  the  expediency  of  its 
revhnon  oy  legirtutive  enactment. 

Ibrtalthoogh  they  regard  wlm  satisractfon  some  of 
the  provisions  contained  in  the  projected  bfll  of  Sir 
Jaeaes  Graham,  yet  at  a  whole,  they  view  it  with  dlsap- 
dhumprobation,  and  alarm  ;  fory  while*  it 
1 16  protect  the  medical  profession,  and  the 
puMfc  health,  they  believe  it  to  be  directly  and  moat 
grievously  injurious  to  both. 

Hut  It  offers  direct  encouragement  to  empiricism, 
with  ite  enormous  and  incalculable  evils,  tends  to 
degrade  the  educated  and  legalised  practitioner,  and  to 
discourage  ami  retard  medical  science. 

That*  is  Unjust  to  practitioners  who  have  qualified 
themseives  by  a  •prolonged  and  expensive  course  of 
study,  to  subject  them  to  an  open  and  unrestricted 
competition  with  the  uneducated,  and  while  protecting 
the  army  end  navy,  together  with  the  poorer  classes,  it 
fails  -to  provide  for  the  great  body  of  the  community, 
and  exposes  them  to  the  wrongs  and  miseries  of  the 
ignorant  and  unprincipled  pretender. 

That  the  repeal  of  the  Apothecaries'  Act,  without 
substituting  ample  security  against  empiricism,  is  both 
unwise  and  unjust ;  and  that  any  bfll  whieh  doesnor 
provide  direct  and  efficient  prohibition,  will  fail  to  give 
protection  to  the  profession   and    to  the 


Tour  petitioners  therefore  respectfully  and  humbly 
appeal  to  your  honourable  House,  in  confidence  that 
the  prayer  of  their  petition  will  duly  receive  your 
serious  and  mature  consideration. 

And  your  petitioners  will  ever  pray,  Ac. 

Proposed  by  T.  B.  Maurice,  Esq.,  seconded  by 
Frauds  Cox,  Esq.,  of  Aldermaston,  "  That  the  Most 
NoMethe  Marquis  of  Dbwnsbire,  Lord  High  Steward 
of  the  Borough  of  Reading,  be  respectfully  requested 
to  present  the  Petition  to  the  House  of  Lords;  and 
Russell,  Esq.,  MJ\,  be  respectfully 
to  present  the  Petition  to  the  House  of 
that  Lord  Viscount  Chelsea  he  also 
solieitsd  to  support  the  prayer  of  the  same." 

Proposed  by  8.  W^Kdenjft,  fie*,  of  Paeajbourn, 
seeojMod  up.  A.  O.  BeR  fin*,  "  That  copies  of  the . 
Pet»*m  botunnftto*sAwlepjft*g  «f  Parhaeteat  in  tt* 
County,  and  to  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical^ 
Journal*  TV  Lancet,  Medical  Geaette,  Medical  Times, 
The  Times  Newspaper,  and  the.  Reading  Papers.  And 
that  every  member  of  the  profession  be  requested  to 
exert  his  best  interest  in  forwarding  the  objects  of  this 


Proposed  by  Thomas  Taylor,  Esq.,  of  Wargrave, 
seconded  by  J.  Harrinson,  Esq.,  "  That  the  cordial 
thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to  Dr.  Smith,  for  his 
i  and  able  eoodnet  in  the  chair." 


PUNISHMENT  OF  QUACKS, 
to  tan  BoiTOn  or  the  puovincial  mimcal  and 

SUMHCAX  JOUAWAL. 

Sin* 

If,  during  the  impending  medical  storm,  Sir  James 
Graham  should  think  fit  to  suppress  quackery  and 
ematnais,iii,let  him  look  to  olden  time,  and  he  will  see 
how  shoes -stisira  were  then  managed. 

t  rather  fear  the  emolument  derived  from  the  stamps 


will  induce  Mm  to  let  leene  on  mv>  putmVtfewlete 
host  of  quuckn,  hearing  thereby  to  mcreasetbe  gemm 
harvest,  though  at  the  certain  risk  of  -the  tires  of  her  - 
Majesty's  subjects.    No  doubt  be  has  in  view  the  old  ' 
adage,  "si  vuJgus  vult  decipS  decipiatur." 

in  Edward  the  Sixth's  reign,  one  Grig,  a  poulterer, 
m  Surrey,  was  set  in  the  pOlory  at  Croydon,  and  again 
in  the  Borough  of  South  wark,  during  the  time  of  the 
fair,  for  cheating  people  out  of  their  money,  by  pre- 
tending to  cure  them  by  charms,  by  only  looking  at 
the  patient;  or  by  casting  his  water. 

In  the  reign  of  the  first  James,  the  council'  dfspsfchea 
a  warrant  to  the  magistrates  of  the  city  of  London,  to 
take  up  all  reputed  empirics,  and  bring  them  before 
the  censors  of  the  college,  to  exatahte  how  properly 
qualified  they  were  to  be  trusted  either  with  the  limbs 
or  Hves  of  his  Majesty's  subjects. 

Dr.  Lamb,  a  moat  noted  quack,  and  one  who  bed 
got  a  large  fortune  by  his  pretended  medicines,  was  st 
last  obliged  to  confess  he  knew  nothing  of  physic. 

Read  and  Woodbouse,  two  other  contemporary 
quacks,  were  likewise  brought  to  justice,  and  aoaaoo- 
ledged  the  same. 

In  Stowe's  Chronicle  we  meet  with  a  relation,  of  a 
water-caster  being  set  on  horseback,  his.  mce  to  the 
horse's  tail,  which  be  held  in  his  hand,  with  a  cottar  of 
urinals  about  his  neck,  led  by  the  hangman  tarsags  • 
the  city,  whipped,  branded,  and  then  banished. 

Fairfax  was  fined  and  imprisoned  in  King  vVHlsmVi 
time  for  doing  great  damage  to  several  persons  by  ttU 
"  Aqua  Celestai  ;w  also  one  Anthony,  with  his  "  Aumm 
Potabile;"  Arthur  Dee,  for  advertising  metiehus 
which  he  gave  out  would  cure  people  of  sH  disssso); 
Poster  for  sailing  a  powder  for  the  green  sickness; 
Aires  for  selling  purging  sugar-plums;  and  tenant,  s 
urine-caster,  who  sold  his  pills  at  a  pound  each.  Heat 
was  punished  for  putting  up  bilk  in  the  streets  for  the 
cureofdieoaase;  and  Philips,  a  distiller,  for  selling  strong 
waters,  inserting;  in .  the  directions  what  they  were 
good  for,  and  how  persona  were  to  take  them. 
I  remain,  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  BALLBFL 
_  Bldeford,Septenmer7,|»t4.     «  .  .ntM* 


OBITUARY. 
Died,  on  Tuesday,  Sept.  10th,  aged  47,  John  JenJnae 
Maclean,  Esq.,  of  Boston,  Lincolnshire. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Communications  have  been  received  from  Br.  Black; 
Mr.  J.  P. Clarke ;  Mr.  Godfrey;  Mr.  Newnham;  Pt 
G.  Pife;  Mr. Martin,  of  Reigate;  Mr.  Daaieiljana 
Mr.  Ewen. 

Studiosua  cannot  avail  himself  of  the  advantages  he 
alludes  to  without  the  permission  of  the  guUhnaS* 
with  whom  be  is  engaged.  Mr.  Newnham's  letter 
is  in  type,  but  is  unavoidably  postponed  till  nett 
week.  .... 

It  is  requested  that  all  letters  and  communications  be 
sent  to  Dr.  Streeten,  Poregate  Street,  Worcester. 
Parcels,  and  hooka  for  review,  maybe  addressed  to 
the  Editor  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  cere  of  Mr.  Churchill,  Princes  Street,  Soke. 


PROVINCIAL 
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LECTURES  ON  PUBLIC  HYGIENE  AND 
MEDICAL  POLICE. 

Delivered  at  the  Manchester  Royal  School  of  Medi- 
dicine  and  Surgery.    Summer  Season,  1844. 

By  Jambs  Black,  M.D.,  Manchester. 

Lxcruax  it. 

We  have,  in  our  last  lecture,  considered  some  of 
the  principal  elements  that  enter  into  the  subject  of 
topical  climate  as  it  affects  the  salubrity  of  sites  for 
dwellings  and  that  of  towns,  deduced  from  the 
general  climate  of  the  country,  and  the  many 
meteoric  modifications  arising  from  gaseous  and 
other  products,  with  which  the  local  atmosphere 
may  be  contaminated.  We  have  also  pointed  out 
some  of  the  more  obvious  sources  of  these  modify* 
ing,  if  not  noxious,  influences,  and  stated  how  they 
may  be  generally  avoided,  and  remedied  where 
they  are  already  present  We  shall  now  proceed 
to  consider  some  of  the  special  sources  of  insalu- 
brity, noxiousness,  and  discomfort,  that  may  arise 
from  either  want  of  attention  to  cleanliness  or  ven- 
tilation, or  from  the  deleteriousness,  or  even  un- 
pleasantness of  certain  manufactures,  chemical,  and 
other  works,  whose  drainage  or  gaseous  emanations, 
if  not  positively  injurious  to  health  and  property,  at 
least  come  under  the  denomination  of  nuisances. 

In  all  towns,  and  even  in  large  hamlets,  the 
importance  of  right  drains  and  sewers  cannot  be 
doubted,  for  on  a  proper  construction  of  them  the 
salubrity  of  the  inhabitants  greatly  depends.  They 
should  always  have  such  a  fall  as  will  carry  off  all 
impurities,  and  prevent  any  accumulation  of 
stagnant  water;  and  where  the  inclination  cannot  be 
obtained  sufficiently  great,  moveable  weirs,  flush, 
or  sluice  boards,  to  be  opened  at  regular  tiroes,  may 
be  erected  at  spots  more  or  less  distant  through  the 
course  of  the  sewers. 

We  have  formerly  deduced  a  rough  estimate  of 
the  animal  refuse  that  is  daily  produced  in  such  a 
town  as  Manchester,  as  well  as  of  the  quantity  of 
soot  and  dirt  that  is  deposited  on  three  square 
miles  of  this  town  and  its  immediate  neighbour- 
hood, from  which  it  may  be  seen  how  much  a  suit- 
able sewerage  is  necessary,  and  how  important  it  is 
to  attend  to  its  ample  and  proper  construction, 
even  to  preserve  cleanliness,  and  more  so  when  the 
public  health  is  considered.  Notwithstanding  the 
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quantity  of  excrements!  matter  that  is  carried  off  in 
a  fluid  or  semi-fluid  state  by  drains  into  the  inter- 
secting rivers,  or  is  absorbed  by  the  subjacent 
sand,  an  immense  quantity  is  daily  transported 
out  of  the  town  as  night-soil,  to  fertilize  the 
farms  and  gardens  for  many  miles  round,  and  espe- 
cially those  in  Cheshire,  towards  Altringham.  The 
amount  of  this  daily  exportation,  if  it  could  be  cor- 
rectly ascertained,  would  be  surprising.  To  come 
to  some  knowledge  of  this  interesting  piece  of 
internal  economy,  I  enquired  at  the  keepers  of 
the  weighing  machines  at  Cremford  and  Stratford 
new-road  toll-bars,  the  daily  number  of  carts  con- 
taining night-soil  that  passed  through  these  gates 
extra  «ro#m.  From  these  two  sources  I  found  that 
upon  an  average  throughout  the  year,  187  loads 
pass  daily,  which  amount  to  58,240  in  the  year, 
loads,  which,  at  two  tons  per  load,  give  for  the 
whole  weight  116,480  tons,  of  which  die  gate- 
keepers reckoned  about  three-fourths  to  be  night- 
soil,  which  will  thus  amount  to  87,360  tons.  This 
exportation  at  one  side  of  the  town,  which, 
indeed  is  the  one  having  the  most  traffic 
of  this  kind,  is  enormous  j  but  it  is  not  finally 
exported,  for  the  greater  part,  if  not  all  of  it,  is 
again  re-imported,  during  the  course  of  the  succeed- 
ing year,  under  the  more  pleasing  aspect  and 
valuable  produce  of  potatoes,*  corn,  vegetables,  and 
froit,  which  are  brought  m  such  abundance  and 
richness  from  that  part  of  Cheshire  into  our  markets; 
This  waste  and  reconstruction,  this  destruction  and 
regeneration  in  organic  nature— arguing  a  greut 
compensating  action  and  reaction  in  the  hands  of 
Providence,  have  given  rise  to  many  interesting 
and  hopeful  views  of  maintenance  always  keeping 
pace  with  any  increase  of  population,  till  a  density 
equal  to  that  of  the  Chinese  population,  may  be 
equalled,  if  it  may  not  be  exceeded. 

This  emptying  of  privies  and  cess-pools  and  the 
subsequent  transportation  of  the  night-soil,  is  a 
process  highly  unpleasant  and  offensive,  and  in 
several  cases  is  attended  with  asphyxia  or  serious 
attacks  of  illness  to  the  persons  employed— arising 
from  the  poisonous  gases  that  either  accumulate 
in  these  repositories  or  are  attached  to  the  soU. 

•  A*  a  lead  of  human  manor©  will  produce  three  loads 
of  potatoes  of  240  lbs.  each,  to  the  above  ami  ant  of  this 
fertiliser  will  retain  to  Manchester  la  the  succeeding  sea- 
sons 131,040  loads  of  potatoes. 
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The  principal  of  these  gases  are  ammonia  and  sul- 
phuretted hydrogen,  the  last  of  which  is  the  most 
deleterious  of  all  the  gases.  According  to  Thenard 
and  Dupuytren,air  containing  only  1- 1500th  of  this 
gas  kills  birds  in  a  short  time,  and  air  containing 
1 -800th  part  will  soon  kill  a  dog.  Workmen  ought 
to  be  aware  that  sulphuretted  hydrogen  may  be 
quickly  fatal  where  lights  burn  with  perfect  bril- 
liancy, and  in  places  where  it  is  apt  to  accumulate, 
the  air  may  be|wholesomeonly  a  few  minutes  before, 
as  well  as  a  few  minutes  after,  a  fetal  accident.  Its 
specific  gravity  is  to  air, as  1 .1815;  its  best  test  is  a  bit 
of  filtering  paper  moistened  with  a  solution  of  lead. 
Its  smell  alone  should  not  be  relied  on,  as  putrescent 
animal  matter  exhales  an  odour  similar  to  it.  A 
very  extraordinary  accident  happened  in  August, 
1831,  at  a  boarding  school,  near  Clapham,  where 
twenty-two  boys  were  seized  with  violent  sickness, 
of  whom  two  died,  and  the  whole  of  the  fatal  and 
morbid  phenomena  were  attributed  to  a  foul  cess- 
pool that  had  been  opened,  and  the  materials  dif- 
fused over  a  garden  adjoining  to  the  children's 
play  ground. 

Several  plans  have  been  proposed  to  absorb 
these  noxious  gases  attached  to  privies  and  night- 
soils,  and  so  condense  them  among  solid  and  fluid 
materials,  principally  with  the  object  of  destroy- 
ing much  oflfeosivenees,  as  well  as  to  preserve  these 
volatile  ingredients  as  a  nutritive  manure  for  the 
laad.  Few  of  these  plans  have  as  yet  been  pot 
into  mtfaotttion*  The  one  that  has  been  found  most 
efficacious  in  Paris,  i»  by  mixing  the  night-soil 
with  calcined  mud,  barned  turf,  saw*  dust,  or 
refuse  tan,  and  various  other  similar  substances. 
A  commission  of  health  in  that  city  found  that  a 
large  barrel  of  faecal  matter  was  deprived  of  all 
ameil  in  five  minutes  by  this  process,  and  even 
putrefied  entrails,  the  severest  test  by  which  it 
could  be  tried,  yielded  equally  to  its  disinfecting 
influence.  As  the  principle  in  this  process  depends 
on  the  rapid  absorption  by  dry  and  porous  earths 
and  carbonised  matters  of  gaseous  exhalations,  it 
is  very  probable  that  powdered  charcoal,  if  it  were 
not  for  its  expensiveness  would  answer  better.  At 
any  rate,,  if  our  farmers  and  market  gardeners  were 
to  bring  in  their  carts  a  little  charred  peat  in  a 
rough  powder,  or  a  quantity  of  the  fresh  calcined 
shale  that  is  frequently  burned  round  the  mouths  of 
our  surrounding  coal-pits,  and  mix  either  of  them 
with  the  nighb*oilf  much  of  the  offensive  odour  and 
Waste  of  valuable  manure,  would  be  prevented, 
instead  of  which  they  use  nothing  but  dry  straw, 
which  has  no  effect  of  this  preventive  kind.  The 
chlorides  of  lime  or  soda,  or  chlorine  water  would 
also  act  as  a  disinfectant  by  decomposing  the  gases 
and  fixing  them. 

It  is  an  old  practice  with  some  stable-keepers  to 

sprinkle  a  little  common  salt  about  the  floors  of, 

the  stalk,  with  the  object  of  keeping  down  that 

pungent  odour  which  prevails  so  much  in  imper- 

ectly  ven  tilated  stables.  This  effect  is  produced  by 


the  affinity  which  the  chloride  has  for  anuaoaia,  - 
which  is  produced  so  plentifully  from  the  urate 
of  heroes.    Chlorine  water  would  be  more  effectual, 
and  even  sulphuric  acid  water  or  the  muriatic  acid 
would  act  very  well  and  be  economical. 

To  obviate  some  of  the  labour,  and  remove  offen- 
sive accumulations  from  privies,  they  have  been  con- 
structed with  a  drainer  at  the  bottom,  or  by  a  tube 
pierced  with  holes  and  rising  up  through  them,  and 
in  communication  with  the  common  sewers;  by 
these  means  the  fluid  parts  are  carried  away  directly, 
and  the  more  solid  portions  are  left  and  can  be 
emptied  more  easily  and  at  longer  intervals.  In 
such  towns  as  Manchester,  closely  surrounded  by 
cultivated  land,  requiring  a  constant  supply  of 
manure,  there  is  not  much  difficulty  in  having  the 
contents  of  all  excremental  repositories  regularly 
exported  out  of  the  precincts,  without  any  expense 
or  but  little  to  the  public  or  to  individuals ;  but 
in  London  and  Paris  they  have  great  difficulty  in 
getting  quit  of  such  materials,  the  supply  being 
much  greater  than  the  demand  within  die  limits, 
in  which  cartage  by  the  farmers  is  economical  or 
profitable.  The  great  bulk  of  these  matters  therefore 
is  carried  into  the  Thames  and  the  Seine ;  and 
notwithstanding  the  enormous  quantities  of  these 
faecal  matters  that  are  carried  in  a  fluid  or  suspended 
state  into  the  latter  river,  Halle  and  Fpurcroy 
demonstrated  that  the  quantity  of  foul  and  dirty 
matter  sent  into  the  river  would  be  so  small  com- 
pared to  the  water  in  it,  that  it  would  always 
remain  unperceived,  and  could  in  no  ways  be 
injurious  to  health.  It  is  also  very  curious  and 
satisfactory  that,  notwithstanding  the  immense 
quantities  of  similar  refuse  poured  into  the 
Thames,  there  is  no  water  that  is  eventually  found 
purer  and  sweeter,  when  it  is  taken  to  sea  in  casks 
for  the  supply  of  ships'  crews.  It  first  undergoes 
a  species  of  fermentation  from  the  quantity  of 
animal  matter  it  contains,  but  when  this  natural 
process  is  finished  and  the  lees  are  precipitated,  it 
becomes  limpid,  soft,  and  almost  free  from  any  taste. 
It  disengages,  however,  much  foetid  gas  doting 
fermentation  if  the  cask  is  opened. 

Great  attention  ought  to  be  paid  to  the  construc- 
tion of  water  closets  and  privies  in  hospitals,  prisons, 
and  lunatic  asylums.  The  best  arrangement  of  this 
nature  which  I  have  seen,  and  especially  where  cells, 
either  for  lunatics  or  prisoners,  on  the  separate 
system,  are  adopted,  is  the  having  a  conduit  soil- 
pipe  placed  nearly  horizontally  under  and  along 
each  range  of  cells  or  ward  rooms,  on  each 
story,  communicating  at  one  end  by  a  water  cistern 
to  keep  the  soil-pipe  always  full,  and  to  allow  the 
water  also  to  ascend  up  a  little  into  an  upright 
soil-pipe  of  about  four  inches  diameter,  placed  at 
the  bottom  of  the  seat  or  commode  vessel,  while 
the  other  end  of  the  horizontal  conduit  eommuai* 
cates  with  a  cesspool  or  sewer,  but  having  a  sluice 
valve,  which  is  to  be  opened  daily.  By  this  appa- 
ratus all  faecal  matters  and  urine  are  washed  a* 
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daily,  tnd  the  pipes  again  filled  with  fresh  water. 
Nothing  can  be  more  effectual  and  cleanly  than 
this,  it  requires  no  transportation  nor  cleansing 
out j  and  even  every  lunatic  may  be  taught  to  use 
the  convenience  without  any  danger  to  himself  or 
injury  to  his  cell,  while  the  smallness  of  the  upright 
pipe  will  frustrate  any  attempt  of  a  prisoner  to 
escape  by  this  outlet. 

The  proper  construction  of  drains  and  sewers 
belongs  chiefly  to  the  province  of  the  civil  engineer, 
though  it  is  also  worthy  of  the  attention  of  the 
medical  man,  even  in  the  most  detached  dwellings 
and  inhabited  localities.  However  noxious  and 
offensive  may  be  the  emanations  escaping  from  the 
best-constructed  drains,  they  would  be  much  more 
so,  even  to  positive  unhealthiness,  if  their  fluid  con* 
tents  were  allowed  to  spread  and  evaporate  on  the 
surface,  either  of  streets,  lanes,  or  courts.  There  is 
nothing  so  obviously  necessary  as  keeping  the 
surface  as  dry  as  possible,  and  to"  prevent  any 
gaseous  exhalations  escaping  upwards  from  the 
sewers,  which  is  often  perceived  after  a  period 
of  dry  weather.  The  drains  should  always  be  far* 
nished  with  a  trap  box,  made  either  of  flag-stone  or 
of  cast-iron,  which  will  allow  of  all  fluid  matters 
maniog  through,  but  prevent  any  gaseous  ones 
re-issuing  from  under  the  drains  or  sewers. 

To  preserve  house  water-closets  and  cess-pools 
free  from  any  offensive  odour,  and  to  promote  the 
wbolesomeness  of  the  dwelling,  a  portion  of 
chloride  of  lime  may  from  time  to  time  be  thrown 
into  them  j  it  is  not  very  expensive,  and  is  very 
effectual  in  decomposing  the  sulphuretted  hydrogen 
and  fixing  the  ammonia,  as  muriate  of  ammonia. 

The  paving  of  streets  and  covering  of  broad- 
ways belong  entirely  to  the  civil  engineer,  but  to 
avoid  detritus  and  the  manomcture  of  dust  and 
mud,  the  best  material  for  pavement,  as  well  as  for 
macadamizing,  is  the  blocks  and  fragments  of  some 
igneous  rocks,  of  which  green-stone,  trachyte,  or 
hornblende,  is  the  more  eligible.  Clay  iron-stone, 
or  iron  flag,  is  an  excellent  material  for  mac- 
adamizing. Sand-stone  is  too  soft  for  either  pur- 
pose ;  lime-stone  also  soon  pulverizes  into  a  white 
dust  or  paste ;  and  granite,  though*  very  hard,  is  too 
brittle,  and  easily  decomposed,  but  it  sometimes 
makes  a  better  pavement  Wood  seems  to  be  now 
much  employed,  but  whether  during  its  decay  in 
our  streets  any  miasmatic  gases  will  be  evolved, 
time  and  observation  will  show. 
.  A  great  deal  has  lately  been  publicly  reported  on 
the  absence  and  imperfect  drainage  and  sewerage 
af  many  parts  of  our  large  towns,  and  even  hamlets, 
as  being  exclusively  generative  of  unwholesome- 
ness  and  disease.  So  much  has  been  generally 
advanced  on  this  subject,  that  one  may  be  led  to 
infer  a  focus  of  malaria  and  fever  in  every  pool  of 
dirty  water,  and  every  little  heap  of  rubbish  that 
are  observed  before  a  cottage  door,  or  in  any  of  the 
bye  streets  of  our  larger  towns.  I  am  led  to  think 
tera  las  bean  a  good  deal  of  hypothetical 


tion  on  this  subject.  As  I  have  formerly  remarked, 
we  require  some  more  precise  evidence  than  is  yet 
offered  to  us  to  constitute  these  pieces  of  neg- 
lect and  bad  economy  as  the  sole  or  principal 
causes  of  insalubrity  and  disease.  If  we  take  a 
circumspective  view  of  all  the  circumstances  of  such 
places  and  their  inhabitants,  we  shall  find  that  desti- 
tution and  dissoluteness  have  also  much  to  do  with 
the  problem.  For  who  are  the  inhabitants  of  such 
places  ?  tbey  are  not  operatives  on  good  wages,  nor 
the  moral  nor  cleanly  part  of  our  lower  population. 
No,  from  the  low  rents,  these  houses  are  tenanted 
by  either  paupers  or  those  verging  on  this  helpless 
condition,  or  by  people  whose  intemperance  or 
crimes  have  thrown  them  into  the  lowest  scale  of 
society.  The  neglect,  wet,  and  filth  outside  the 
door  are  but  a  picture  of  what  is  within  j  squalor, 
poverty  and  uncleanliness  are  found,  sufficient 
of  themselves  to  generate  disease,  without  attri- 
buting the  principal,  and,  with  some,  the  sole- 
cause  of  it  to  the  supposed  malaria  that 
reigns  out  of  doors.  Epidemic  fever  and  diseases 
prevail  as  intensely  and  as  frequently  in  the  loftiest 
stories  of  the  houses  in  Edinburgh,  as  in  the  ground 
flats,  which  may  be  supposed  to  be  more,  or 
chiefly  exposed  to  terrestrial  miasmata.  Thie 
more  diffused  view  of  the  causes  of  insalubrity  and 
disease  in  these  localities  does  not,  however,  exone- 
rate public  bodies  and  owners  of  the  properties 
from  properly  sewering  the  streets,  and  providing 
receptacles  for  filth  and  refuse ;  though,  with  the 
habits  and  destitute  condition  of  the  inhabitants, 
they  may  not  be  able  to  eradicate  the  germs  of 
sporadic  or  infectious  diseases  from  these  localities. 

A  due  circumspection  of  all  the  concomitant 
causes  tending  to  produce  unhealthiness  in  any  o£ 
these  situations,  ought  to  be  adverted  to  and  con- 
sidered before  we  pronounce  an  opinion  which  may 
lead  us  and  others  away  from  the  truth;  for  we  roa> 
find  that  in  correcting  the  neglect  or  abuse  to  which* 
we  attributed  the  evil,  the  health  of  the  place 
is  not  improved,  and  so  we  may  be  obliged  to  shift 
our  ground  of  accusation,  which  would  not  be  cre- 
ditable to  medical  philosophy.  Some  have  had  a 
wonderful  scent  in  finding  out,  even  around  cot- 
tages in  the  country,  little  foci  of  supposed  disease. 
In  all  these  cases  the  greatest  circumspection 
should  be  used,  before  medical  men  commit  them- 
selves to  any  professed  report ;  for  notwithstand- 
ing the  suspicious  appearances  of  some  immediate 
and  proximate  conditions  of  the  locality,  it  may  be 
found  that  the  true  cause  of  insalubrity  or  disease 
may  be  derived  from  more  distant  sources,  as 
malaria  is  known  to  be  carried  a  considerable  way 
from  where  it  is  produced.  The  causes  may  even 
be  altogether  of  a  moral  nature. 

fo  obviate  all  doubtful  or  suspected  causes 
of  insalubrity,  it  should  be  a  municipal  regu- 
lation, that  every  street  should  be  laid  out  in 
straight  lines,  and  as  much  in  the  direction  of 
the   prevailing  winds  as  possible ;  they  should 


394 


KVQJSNB. 


be  early  pared  with  proper  materials,  baying 
drains  with  trap-valves  as  before  mentioned,  and 
with  the  main  sewers  large  and  having  every  pos- 
sible fall.  The  chief  object  in  towns  is  the  con- 
struction and  regulation  of  the  privies  and  refuse 
pits.  Tbey  are  the  ordinary  sources  of  much  dis- 
comfort and  unhealthiness,  from  the  neglected  and 
shamefully  imperfect  manner  in  which  these  things 
are  provided  for  in  bye  streets  and  courts  in  all  our 
large  towns.  These  receptacles  are  often  placed  in 
close  proximity  to  the  back  windows  of  the  dwelling- 
bouse,  or  opposite  the  front  entrance  of  inferior 
cottages,  and  often  there  is  only  one  such  place  to 
serve  for  a  full  row  of  houses.  It  must,  however, 
be  remarked,  that  in  many  newly-constructed  cot* 
tages  and  streets  for  the  working  classes  both  in 
this  town  and  other  places,  there  has  been  much  im- 
provement in  these  particulars ;  and  we  may  suppose* 
from  the  diminished  prevalence  of  fevers  and  other 
epidemics  of  a  miasmatic  nature  in  our  large  towns, 
that  increased  health  and  longevity  will  be  still 
more  promoted. 

Little  attention  has.  as  yet,  been  paid  in  this 
country  to  the  medical  police  of  repositories  for 
the  dead.  Burials  in  churchyards,  in  the  midst  of 
a  crowded  population,  and.  even  within  churches, 
is  still  suffered  to  disgrace  many  of  our  cities  and 
towns.  The  French  have  set  a  good  example  in 
their  Pere  la  Chaise,  and  the  Turks  have  long  been 
noted  for  the  decent  propriety  and  judicious 
position  of  thejr  cemeteries, which  are  always  beyond 
their  towns.  The  same  is  the  practice  among  the 
Chinese  and  also  of  many  nations  whom  we  call 
barbarous.  It  appears  strange,  that  among  Chris- 
tians, the  most  civilized  part  of  the  human  race, 
this  revolting  and  unwholesome  practice  should 
almost  exclusively  have  prevailed.  Whether  this 
is  owing  to  their  greater  and  more  confirmed  belief 
of  the  resurrection  of  the  body,  or  that  it  was 
formerly  promoted  by  the  craft  of  the  priesthood 
for  saying  masses  over  the  dead  under  their  feet, 
I  know  not. 

A  better  system,  however,  is  commencing  among 
us,  and  we  need  only  advert  to  the  new  cemeteries 
at  Glasgow,  Liverpool,  and  in  this  place,  as  show- 
ing the  growing  feelings  and  convictions  of  the 
public  on  this  subject.  The  late  enquiry  and 
report  of  a  Committee  of  Parliament  on  interments 
in  large  towns  have  also  awakened  the  public  mind 
to  a  better  economy,and  a  more  enlightened  hygiene 
on  this  matter.  It  is  difficult  in  every  case  to 
determine  the  exact  amount,  if  any,  of  the 
injurious  effects  on  health  that  result  from  living 
near  or  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  burial 
grounds,  so  much  exaggeration  is  often  made 
use  of ;  but  where  there  are  any  exhalations 
ascertained  to  arise  from  such  places,  we  may  infer 
upon  sound  theory,  that  they  must  have  a  positively 
noxious  effect  There  are  two  many  well-attested 
facts  in  history  to  prove  the  rapidly  fatal  nature  of 
exhalations  arising  from  decaying  corpses,  without 


mentioning  the  number  of  victims  which  fell  a 
sacrifice  to  opening  the  Tombs  de$  Innocent*  at 
Paris,  in  1789.  To  prevent  much  of  the  dancers 
that  may  probably  arise  from  burying  grounds,  they 
should  be  placed  outside  of  towns,  and  at  a  distance 
from  springs  and  rivers  that  are  subject  to  overflow. 
Tbey  should  have  an  extent  of  ground,  at  least,  io 
this  country,  ten  times  the  space  that  would  serve 
for  one  )  ear's  interments,  since  it  will  take  this 
period  of  ten  years  for  a  body  to  be  consumed 
at  about  five  feet  depth.  The  graves  should 
have  a  depth  of  about  four  to  five  feet.  This 
is  the  Bishop  of  London's  opinion.  Dr.  Copland 
says  six  to  seren  feet;  in  France  they  are 
from  five  feet  to  six  and  a  half,  all  according  to 
age.  If  they  are  deeper,  toe  decomposition  is 
retarded  from  the  total  exclusion  of  the  air  and  heat; 
and  if  at  a  less  depth,  they  would  allow  the  exhala- 
tions from  the  corpses  to  permeate  the  earth  easily, 
and  thus  infect  the  atmosphere.  Cemeteries  should 
also  be  placed  in  elevated  situations,  gently  inclined 
and  to  the  north  of  towns ;  they  should  be  removed 
from  the  contiguity  of  all  dwelling  houses ;  trees 
and  shrubs  should  be  planted  in  dumps,  rather  than 
in  rows,  over  their  areas,  and  sufficiently  dispersed 
that  they  may  not  prevent  a  due  circulation  of  air, 
and  receive  at  the  same  time  the  open  sunshine  for 
the  elaboration  of  oxygen.  The  walls  round  a 
cemetery  should  not  be  above  six  feet  high,  in  order 
that  the  air  may  have  a  free  sweep  over  its  surface! 
and  so  prevent  any  accumulation  of  fcetid  gases. 

While  we  are  upon  putrid  exhalations  from 
animal  decomposition,  as  subjects  of  medical  police, 
we  may  also  notice  shortly  the  emanations  winch 
vitiate  the  air  from  butchers'  shambles  and  from 
dissection-rooms.  It  appears  that  the  exhalations 
from  fresh  blood  and  recently-killed  meat,  contribute 
greatly  to  give  butchers  that  florid  complexion  and 
high  colour  to  all  their  tissues  which  they  generally 
possess.  These  exhalations  have  nothing  insalu- 
brious, as  long  as  they  arise  not  from  decomposition 
of  the  tissues.  It  is  otherwise  when  putrefaction 
has  commenced;  for  butchers,  when  they  have 
neglected  to  wash  out  their  killing  shambles,  and 
allowed  the  blsjod  and  other  animal  debris  to  become 
putrid  from  a  high  atmospheric  temperature,  have 
been  seized  with  inflammations  of  the  viscera, 
accompanied  with  carbuncle,  anthrax,  and  malig- 
nant pustule.  Students  of  anatomy  are  exposed 
to  analogous  accidents;  and  very  fatal  miasmata 
have  at  times  escaped  on  the  dissection  of  bodies 
far  advanced  in  putrefaction.  These  noxious 
emanations  have  for  their  base  carburetted  hydro- 
gen, with  which  there  are  generally  united,  sul- 
phuretted and  phosphuretted  hydrogen,  combined 
with  aqueous  vapour,  ammonia,'  carbonic  acid,  and 
some  animal  matters.  Their  deleterious  effects  may 
be  greatly,  if  not  wholly  prevented,  by  washing  the 
dissecting  rooms  out  every  day  with  plenty  of  water, 
by  removing  every  useless  cadaverous  debru^each 

evening,  and  by  keeping  the  macerating  7!?s*el* 
Digitized  by  vjOOnJTv, 
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in  an  open  place.  The  disinfectants,  as  the  chlorides 
of  |iine  and  soda,  may  also  be  repeatedly  employed, 
besides  having  the  bodies  at  first  injected  with 
some  of  oar  improved  antiseptics,  as  the  pyrolig- 
aeons  add,  solutions  of  creosote,  or  of  arsenic 
itself. 

It  has  also  been  proposed  to  have  a  wide  inverted 
funnel  made  of  wax  cloth,  distended  by  hoops,  and 
suspended  at  a  certain  height  over  the  dead  subject. 
The  upper  end,  being  attached  to  a  pipe  in  con- 
nection with  a  chimney-draught,  in  which  is  a  fire, 
will  carry  off  by  suction  all  the  cadaverous  exhala- 
tions from  the  corpse  and  surrounding  table.  The 
only  objection  to  this  mode,  is  the  draught  that 
would  be  kept  up,  which  would  be  very  unpleasant 
if  not  baneful  to  the  dissector.  It  is  highly  necessary 
to  pay  every  attention  to  this  subject,  not  only  to 
encourage  the  practice  of  practical  anatomy  and 
the  spread  of  science,  but  to  divest  the  public  of 
that  natural  horror  they  feel  about  such  highly 
useful  occupations. 

Hie  erection  of  hospitals  is  intimately  connected 
with  the  subject  of  medical  police.  Each  sort  of 
hospital  ought  to  be  placed  according  to  the  nature 
-and  species  of  diseases  or  ailments  that  are  intended 
to  be  treated.  While  those  devoted  to  surgical  cases 
and  tosporadic,  non-contagious  diseases  maybe  placed 
in  the  most  airy  situations  in  the  centre  of  large 
towns,  that  they  may  be  as  convenient  as  possible, 
for  all  accidents  and  sudden  seizures  that  may 
arise  in  the  midst  of  a  dense  population,  those 
intended  to  admit  contagious  diseases  and  idiopathic 
fevers  should  be  situated  in  the  open  and  rather 
•elevated  outskirts  of  the  town.  It  is  also  of 
essential  importance  that  hospitals  for  lunatics  be 
.placed  in  the  country,  and  at  some  distance  from 
the  public  roads,  where  the  inmates  may  be 
exposed  to  as  little  adventitious  excitement  as 
possible.  Every  means  should  be  taken  not  to 
allow  any  crowding  in  an  hospital.  A  ward  78 
feet  long,  24  wide,  and  14  in  height,  should  not 
contain  more  than  18,  or  at  most  20  patients.  The 
wards  should  be  provided  with  proper  modes  and 
apparatus  for  ventilation,  so  that  they  may  be  kept 
at  any  requisite  temperature;  and  this  is  easily 
managed  by  Silvester's  method,  or  by  Dr.  Reid's 
mode  of  a  hot-air  generator,  and  a  suction  shaft 
-communicating  with  each  ward.  A  very  good  and 
economical  plan,  is  by  causing  the  cool  fresh  air 
from  without  to  pass  through  an  iron  pipe  behind 
the  fire-place  before  entering  the  ward,  the  heated 
air  escaping  by  ventilators  at  the  tops  of  the  windows 
or  at  the  ceilings. 

The  windows  should  be  carried  up  near  the 
-ceilings,  and  be  long  and  lofty  rather  than  wide,  so 
that  the  light  may  be  thrown  on  the  floors,  and  the 
•heated  air  be  allowed  fully  to  escape  from  the  low- 
ering of  the  upper  sashes.  If  the  wards  are  lighted 
-on  one  side,  there  should  be  galleries  on  the  other, 
tor  exercise  and  exposure  to  the  open  air  to  con- 
valescents. If  they  are  lighted  on  both  sides,  or  are 


double  wards,  a  gallery  should  be  on  the , aide 
opposite  to  the  south  or  south-west.  In  tropical 
countries  these  galleries  are  erected  to  the  north- 
east or  east.  There  should  be  a  water-closet 
and  a  bath  provided  for  each  set  of  wards 
on  the  same  floor,  and  they  should  be  kept 
sedulously  clean,  and  the  chlorides  .frequently 
thrown  into  the  vessel  of  the  former,  when 
fever,  contagious  exanthemata,  or  dysentery  pre- 
vail. The  bedsteads  should  always  be  of  iron,  as 
less  fit  to  harbour  vermin,  and  clean  dried  straw  or 
chaff  is  better  than  flock  to  fill  the  bed-ticks.'  Con- 
valescent wards  are  very  necessary  pieces  of 
arrangement,  and  principally  tend  to  remove  the 
renovating  mind  as  well  as  body  from  the  melan- 
choly association  of  disease  and  death,  and  the 
keeping  up  the  morale  at  this  hopeful  period  is  of 
great  service  for  complete  recovery.  This  piece  of 
economy  obviates  many  errors  and  tricks  about  diet 
and  drink,  that  often  take  place  between  those  who 
have  no  appetite  and  those  who  have  often  £oo 
much.  In  cleansing  the  floors,  which,  in  this 
country  should  be  of  wood,  dry-rubbing  with  sand- 
stones in  damp  or  winter  weather  is  expedient, 
except  where  hot  water  can  be  used  effectually  and 
quickly  dried  up,  which  is  the  cleaner  practice. 

The  state  of  our  prisons  is  much  improved  since 
the  days  of  Howard.  The  principal  improvements 
are  in  our  county  prisons,  in  many  of  which  much 
attention  is  paid  to  preserving  the  health  of  pri- 
soners by  clean  rooms,  commodious  airing-grounds, 
and  a  humane  regard  to  their  diet,  and  the  clean- 
liness of  their  persons.  As  a  model  at  all  these 
economical  and  other  matters,  the  prison  at  Pentou- 
ville  b  set  forth  as  nearly  a  nt-plm-ultra.  As  far 
as  lodging  and  diet  are  concerned,  there  is  no  room 
for  much  improvement  in  most  of  our  English  jails, 
and  this  humane  attention  is  rewarded  by  the  dis- 
appearance of  jail  fever.  Scurry  and  affections  of 
the  mucous  coat  of  the  bowels  do,  however,  make 
thefar  epidemic  appearance  in  some  of  our  prisons, 
such  as  in  the  Penitentiary,  at  Millbank,  m  1823, 
and  at  unfrequent  times  in  some-  other  of  our 
prisons  since  that  period.  These  diseases  and 
morbid  affections  appear  not  to  result  so  much  from 
a  low  diet  as  from  a  monotonous  one,  affording  not 
that  variety,  even  in  the  simplest  article  of  green 
vegetables  and  roots,  which  the  poorest  at  large 
contrive  to  pick  up.  Another  great  concomitant 
cause  of  these  bodily  ailments,  is  the  want  of  occu- 
pation and  exercise  in  the  open  sir,  so  essential  to 
the  health  of  all  but  those  of  old  age  to  make  the 
best  of  diet  nutritious.  Where  the  diet  is  tmetimu- 
lating  and  uniform,  it  fails  to  excite  the  functions 
of  digestion,  when  there  is  no  exercise  or  exposure 
to  the  open  air,  bat  accompanied  with  these  non- 
naturals,  very  spare  diet  will  not  only  support  life, 
but  keep  up  muscular  vigour,  as  in  the  Irish  and 
Highlanders. 

Much  has  been  advanesd  lately  by  the  followers 
of  Liebig,  respecting  the  comparative  anxmnt  of 


maumr  or  dropsy  with  ceoton  oil. 


it  fifeveit  Ho*  of 
vegetable  food,  and  which  huhdtoilw  beMef 
'Ait  the  article  whidh  contains  the  vacs*  ef  that 
supposed  prototype  of  nutrition,  tailed  protein*,* 
would  be  solely  of  itself  the  tnoat  nourishing. 
Among  the  vegetable  class,  it  is  found  that  peas, 
lentils,  and  beans,,  contain  a  very  great  proportion 
ofthisprpteui*,  and  therefore  might  appear  equal, 
if  not  superior,  m  nutritive  qualities,  to  many 
articles  evem  of  an  animal  nature.  But  the  prac- 
tical dietetic  question  is  not  what  contains  the 
greatest  amount  of  nutrition,  chemically  considered, 
but  what  is  found  by  experience  most  fitted  and 
salubrious  for  men  in  the  several  circumstances 
in  which  they  are  placed.  From  not  considering 
all  the  non-naturals,  scurvy  has  appeared  in  some 
prisons  where  the  dietary  has  been  fair,  as  in  the 
Lincoln  City-gaol  and  House  of  Correction,  where 
boiled  beef  tour  times  a  week,  twice  fresh  and 
twice  salt,  with  bread  and  farinaceous  vegetables 
were  given,  and  on  the  other  days,  broth  thickened 
with  oatmeal  was  distributed.  In  other  prisons, 
again,  no  scurvy  has  appeared  under  a  diet  of 
twenty-four  ounces  of  bread  daily,  together  with  a 
pound  of  potatoes  and  four  ounces  of  oatmeal, 
as  in  the  Monmouth  county  gaol,  by  last  public 
.  report* 

To  obviate  any  danger  of  diseases  of  debility 
arising  from  a  low  diet,  and  to  deprive  the  magis- 
tracy of  all  discretion  in  fids  respect,  Government 
baa  lately,  with  a  kind  and  liberal  hand,  laid  down 
a  general  table  of  diet  for  all  prisoners,  which  is 
sufficient  for  the  benevolent  objects  they  have  in 
view,  however  little  it  may  operate  in  the  wished- 
for  object  of  repressing  crime. 

A  chief  and  primary  object  in  the  erection  of 
prisons  and  workhouses,  is  their  site ;  no  attention 
and  judgment  should  be  neglected  to  have  them 
erected  in  the  most  salubrious  situations  possible, 
as  a  dsw  and  strict  regard  to  this  step  will  afterwards 
eotapeosate  for  many  errors  or  deficiencies  hi  diet 
said  discipline  that  may  temporarily  or  unwittingly 
take  place.  The  great  object,  and  it  hY  one  of 
great  difficulty  to  the  authorities,  is  so  to  regulate 
tile  diet  of  workhouses  and  prisons,  that  it  shall  not 
be  so  ample  and  generous,  as  to  be  a  sort  of  bounty 
on  crime  or  idleness,  or  above  what  an  honest 
labourer  is  able  to  procure  out  of  doors  from  bis 
daily  wages,  nor  yet  be  so  low  and  meagre,  and 
innutritions,  as  to  run  th*.  obvious  risk  of  bringing 
*tt  debility  and  asthenic  diseases,  foe  the  law  only 
fendemns  to  amusement,  not  to  starvation.  We, 
as  medical  man,  may  occasionally  be  caHed  upon  to 
give  our  opinion  on  these  matters,  especially  when 
any  ailments  are  alleged  to  arise  from  a  want 
of  sufficient  food*  It  behoves  us,  then,  to  take  a 
very  circumspect  view  of  the  whole  circumstances, 
and  not  yield  too  hastily  to  our  benevolence.    The 


site,  atmosphere  and  water  should  be  ensued  as 
well  as  the  diet,  and  even  the  prevailing  stersfc  of 
the  place.  We  ought  to  compare  the  affeeuooser 
diseases  complained  of  with  the  amount  and  nature 
of  tile  diet,  to  see  if  there  be  any  phydotogtol 
connection,  and  in  deciding  on  an  amelioration  of 
diet  we  ought  also  to  consider  how  much  more,  or 
what  change  will  have  the  nearest  and  most 
economical  effect  in  accomplishing  the  object  that 
is  in  view. 

We  shall,  in  neat  lecture,  enter  upon  the  subject 
of  employments,  as  they  severally  affect  the  health 
of  individuals  and  the  duration  of  life. 


•  Pretelae  is  composed  of  carbon  48,  hygrogea  88,  afe 
•  tragi*  t,  oxygen  14,  and  eoatalat  neither  fainter  nor  phot* 
sterns,  whkh  caseine,  aJbesMa  and  ibt  lue  are  always 
-bead  t*  de,  besides  the  baste  element  of  pretelae. 


ON  THE  TREATMENT  OF  DROPSY  WTIH 
CROTON  OIL. 

By  Oaoaoa  Fim,  M.D.,  Physician  to  the  Sunderland 
and  Bishop  Wearmouth  Infirmary. 

[FOR  THE   PROVINCIAL   MEDICAL  AND  SUnStCAl. 
JOUBNAL.] 

The  great  diversity  of  the  forms  in  which  diosacal 
effusions  are  met  with,  and  the  variety  of  caoset  as 
which  they  may  depend,  must  abundantly  dessonrttaW 
the  irrationality  of  extolling  any  particular  plaa  of 
treatment,  as  possessing  universal  efficiency  or  m 
being  of  similar  applicability.  My  sole  object  is 
now  addressing  my  professional  brethren  is  to  com- 
municate to  them  results,  which  have  in  the  caw 
hereinafter  to  be  mentioned,  most  agreeably  sorprfttd 
myself  and  those  who  have  had  the  opportunity  of 
witnessing  them.  Should  a  further  trial  in  the  asset 
of  others  prove  equally  satisfactory,  it  will  to  me  be  s 
high  source  of  aatisfaction,  more  especially,  aevaha 
▼cry  few  exceptions,  I  have  never  known  the  operation 
of  paracentesis  ultimately  successful;  but  oathe 
contrary,  have  looked  upon  the  operation,  honeier 
efficacious  in  relieving  suffering  it  may  somctimw 
prove,  aa  neither  more  nor  less  than  the  deeth-nnmnt 
of  the  patient. 

Few  as  the  cases  are  in  number  on  which  the  foBew* 
ing  remarks  rest,  their  character  being  all  dependent 
on,  or  complicated  with  organic  disease  of  important 
organs,  seems  to  add  to  the  value  of  the  remedy,  m 
from  such  complication  the  cases  were  nucsmrify  of 
the  least  favourable  nature  for  the  trial  of  any  lnetfone. 
To  this  circumstance  must  be  ascribed  my  anxiety » 
have  the  remedy  fairly  tested  by  those  whomopsctta- 
nitities  may  be  more  extensive  than  my  own.  I  aw 
now,  aa  concisely  as  possible  give  an  outline  of  the  cane 
in  which  this  medicine  has  been  employed  by  me,  sad 
the  results  by  which  its  exhibition  has  been  followed  J 
and  this  shall  be  done  in  the  plainest  possible  manner, 
from  the  conviction  that  the  most  certain  of  all  mem* 
of  improving  our  knowledge  is  the  simple  and  as- 
varnished  record  of  facts  by  men  pjesessttg  *• 
opportunity  of  observation. 

The  first  case  in  which  I  used  the  crutou  ofl  w»*st 
of  a  young  woman,  twenty-five  years  of  age,  whs  ass 
suffered  from  ascites  of  between  lift  sim  six  jean)      , 
standing,  and  for' the  relief  of  which,  in  cotmseueaeraf     | 
the  enormous  dfsteuaieD,  the  operation  of  h 
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I  fleiian'lly  end  nsgeatfcf  proposed.  She-first 
spotted  to  me  in.  May,  1843,  whan  At  underwent  the. 
usual  come  of  treatment,  including  elateriemj  which 
was  poshed  to  the  utmost  justifiable  extent,  without 
however  in  any  degree  permanently  diminishing  her 
size,  of  which  it  may  be  enough  to  state  that  her  cir- 
cumference at  the  umbilicus  somewhat  exceeded  ten 
feet.  After  perserering  in  the  use  of  this  remedy 
with  mercurials,  and  iodide  of  potassium,  &c,  until  the 
middle  of  June,  I,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Huntley, 
of  Howdon,  near  North  Shields,  with  whom  I  was  at 
the  lime  attending  in  consultation,  resolved  on  giving 
the  croton  oil  a  fair  trial.  It  is  right  to  state,  that 
previous  to  the  employment  of  the  croton  oil,  Mr.  C. 
Embleton,  whose  patient  she  was,  had,  at  my  request, 
introduced  an  explorator,  which  was  followed  by  the 
discharge  of  a  clear  straw-coloured  fluid,  coagulable  by 
beat.  ITbe  discharge,  however,  was  of  such  very  trifling 
extent  that  no  importance  can  be'  attached  to  it,  more 
especially  as  it  was  previous  to  recourse  being  had  to 
the  croton  oil,  and  appeared  to  exert  no  influence  over 
the  disease.  I  mention  this  circumstance,  then,  not 
from  any  connection  which  it  had  with  the  treatment 
subsequently  pursued,  but  in  order  to  afford  every  pos- 
sible information  on  the  nature  of  the  case. 

Her  general  health  was  at  this  time  evidently  on  the 
decline,  in  consequence  of  which  the  operation  was 
seriously  thought  of,  and  a  main  reason  of  introducing 
the  explorator  was  to  ascertain  the  character  of  the 
fluid  effused,  as  a  gentleman,  who  had  formerly  seen 
the  case,  was  very  positive  in  affirming  it  to  be  one  of 
sacculated  ovarian  dropsy;  an  opinion  which  I  never 
for  one  moment  entertained,  even  although  he  informed 
me  of  the  existence  of  an  ovarian  tumour.  My  principal 
reason  for  dissenting  from  such  view  was,  that  the 
distension  did  not  present  the  characteristics  which  in 
cases  of  encysted  ovarian  dropsy  I  have  invariably 
met  with— and  more  particularly  may  be  mentioned 
the  uniform  and  equal  distension  of  the  whole  abdo- 
men, and  the  facility  with  which  the  immense  quantity 
of  fluid  was  made  to  gravitate  or  pass  from  one  part  to 
the  other,  without  any  palpable  difference.  This, 
according  to  my  experience  of  ovarian  dropsy,  except 
when  s  single  cyst  only  exists,  is  never  the  case. 

The  croton  oil  was  commenced  with  in  doses  of  three 
minims  every  night  at  bed-time,  and  bad  been  taken  a 
very  few  days  when  the  tumour  sensibly  subsided,  snd 
became  soft,  Instead  of  being,  as  formerly,  as  tense  as  a 
drum.  Hie  remedy  was  steadily  and  uninterruptedly 
given  for  at  least  ten  or  eleven  weeks,  and  the  swelling 
very  rapidly  diminished ;  pressure  being  at  the  same  time 
made  by  means  of  a  very  broad  band,  which  was  con- 
stantly kept  applied,  its  tightness  being  increased  as 
the  enlargement  required.  One  remarkable  met  con- 
esected  with  the  continued  employment  of  so  harsh 
mid  drastic  a  purgative  is,  that  it  never,  even  when 
operating  most  powerfully,  gave  rise  to  any  unpleasant 
symptom,  but  on  the  contrary,  the  patient  dairy  im- 
proved both  fn  health  and  appearance.  The  only  com- 
sdamt  she  ever  made  was  of  languor  occasionally,  when 
its  action  had  been  more  severe  man  it  generally  was. 
is  short,  st  no  time  was  there  either  hypercatharsis  or 
any  dysenteric  symptom  present  As  the  quantity  cf 
fluid  lessened,  a  tumourin  the  right  iliac  region  became 
very  distinct— evidently  ovarian  and  quite  moveable-'- 
in  sbe,  equal  to  the  mature  fetal  head.    On  the  left 


side  there  is  also  enlargement  of  the  ovarium,  though 
uto  a  much  smajjer  size,  .  \x 

.  •  The  medicine  has  now  been  discontinued  for  many 
months,  and  no  increase  of  fluid  has  ensued ;  the 
only  medicine  resorted  to  or  required  being  gentle 
aperients,  and  this  only  to  an  extent  infinitely  less  than 
requisite  to  many  healthy  persons.  Her  greatest  cir- 
cumference, in  the  same  situation  as  above-mentioned, 
and  at  a  lower  point  where  the  projection  is  now 
greater,  is  no  more  than  three  feet.  The  diminution 
of  site  is  therefore  not  less  than  seven  sect. 

The  next  case  was  that  of  Bartholomew  Queeny, 
aged  40,  a  patient  at  the  dispensary.  When  admitted 
he  laboured  under  ascites  and  anasarca,  evidently  de- 
pending on  heart  disease,  which  latter  was  found 
complicated  with  organic  disease  of  the  lungs,  and 
which,  had  he  lived,  1  have  no  doubt  would  have  termi- 
nated in  phthisis.  In  consequence  of  the  dyspnoea 
being  urgent,  and  the  abdominal  effusion  manifestly 
on  the-  increase,  1  resolved  on  giving  him  also  the 
croton  oil*  which  he  took  for  some  time  with  the  great- 
est possible  relief,  and  the  most  decided  reduction  of 
both  the  ascites  and  anasarca.  In  fact,  for  a  time,  .the 
improvement  was  bq  great  as  to  lead  me  to  hope  that 
a  state  of  comparative  health  might  be  secured.  His 
chest  symptoms  however  became  worse,  and  he  sank 
exhausted,  not  however  by  the  means  employed,  M 
they  had  for  some  time  teen  olscontintted,  in  conse- 
quence of  tbe  dropsical  symptoms  being  so:  much 
ameliorated.  '        '  ,0 


The  thfcd  case  «n<  whjeh.  the. 
employed,  and  with  equaV  benefit,  was  that  of  George 
Lujnley,  aged  20ra  a^ntleman/s  servant.  When  ad- 
mitted into  the  infirmary  be  was  suffering  from 
ascites,  very  great  mdema ,  of  the  whole  lower  extre- 
mities, and  great  derangement  of  the  function  of  the 
liver,  which  symptoms,  taken  in  connection  with  the 
previous  history  of  the  case)  ted  me  to  consider' it  as 
ope  of  dwlpsy  depenclnfc  on  organic'  disease' of  me 
liver  end  mesenteric  glands/  Being- of  a  vesy  'deli- 
cate ibre,  the  croton  oil  was  given  with-  mere  esre 
than  m  either  of  ts*T*e* toes  ernes,  lasmsfosssstsfl  for 
a  few  uay*to  occasionally.  la  about  Sen  days  siter  its 
fort  sahnisuswatjon,  the  reduction  onmeasuseasent  was 
found  ts)  he  seven  inches,  and  a  corresponding  dimi- 
nution in  the  sate  of  the  limbs  had  also  occurred.  The 
true  nature  of  the  case  became  more  evident  than 
ever,  as  the  liver  could  be  felt  distinctly  to  be  enlarged, 
and  the  abdominal  swelling  presented  the  hard  irre- 
gular sensation  met  with  in  those  cases,  where  we  have 
not  only  the  enlarged  mesenteric  glands,  but  where  by 
that  subacute  Mamunrtioti,  so  common  a  comptica- 
tion,  the  whole  abdominal  ■eoateoSi  become  as  it  were 
one  inessv  bnfog-*n*m1et  aggtallisftfed  engsthor.  The 
sense  of  fluctuation  ipn^dsBu^searoa,  and  the  binary 
secretion,  isnonuajh  peruse  efcifn^mcjenj^sisj  hsjsjpe 
muchimnroved.  <,  -  ,i: 

in  consequence*  of  Jus  .being  roasjeotirely.  well,  he 
left  the  hoej^niKl  went  home  to  Northallerton  to 
his  friends,  where  be  continued  better  for  some  time, 
but  has  since  died,  In,  this  ease  also  his  general  health 
sensibly  improved,  even  when  taking  tbe  croton  oiL 
The  particulars  of  the cause  of  death  m  this  case  have 
not  reached  me,  but  there  can  be  very  tttde  doubt  of 
its  termination  being  by  exhaustion  and  hec^c,'  as 
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dim ic  was  bat  too  uiHmeetion- 
he  had  tost  a  brother 


r  very  similar 


Besides  the  can*  alK^detailed,  others,  of  which  I 
here  sot  kept  any  record,  might  be  inentioned.  The 
above,  however,  from  the  complexity  of  their  cha- 
racter, and  the  serious  organic  causes  on  whieb  they 
depended,  aeem  better  adapted  to  dentonstrate  the 
utility  of  tine  medicine,  aa  under  ancb  circumstances 
hardly  any  benefit  was  to  be  anticipated  from  any 
moans  that  could  be  employed,  and  certainly  not  to 
the  extent  which  waa  obtained.  As  to  the  termination 
of  the  two  last  cases,  no  other  result  was  to  be  antici- 
pated, nor  can  they  be  regarded  as  in  any  way  mili- 
tating against  the  efficacy  of  the  remedy  in  question, 
teeing  that  in  neither  did  the  patient  die  of  dropsy, 
bnf,  on  the  contrary,  that  in  both,  all  dropsical  symp- 
toms bad  been  subdued,  and  so  far  the  actual  condition 
of  the  patients  improved.  In  another  case,  at  present 
under  treatment,  the  improvement  which  has  taken 
place  is  also  very  marked ;  although  the  progress  of 
the  case  at  present  does  not  justify  me  in  saying  more 
than  that  the  prognosis  is  certainly  more  favourable 
than,  on  first  seeing  the  patient,  could  be  anticipated. 

From  the  limited  experience  which  I  have  yet  had  of 
the  medicine,  I  do  not  wish  to  impair  the  value  of  facts 
by  blending  with  them  theories,  perhaps  hypotheses 
miajht  be  a  more  applicable  term,  a  practice  by  far  too 
prevalent,  and  pregnant  with  evil  to  the  advancement  of 
real  science. 

faooodnnta,  it  may  be  briefly  remarked  that  the 
croton  ofit  possesses  one  very  decided  advantage  over 
elaterium,  viz.,  that  even  when  its  extreme  action 
is  manifested,  it  is  not  followed  by  t*«  6>pits*ion  inse- 
parable from  the  effective  action  of  the  latter,  but  that 
wbej*.the  greatest  '<  vis  inertias"  has  prevailed,  accom- 
panied by  absolute  incapacity  for  exertion,  a  sensible 
amelioration  in  these  respects  has  followed  its  con- 
tinued employment  In  proof  of  this,  it  may  be  men- 
tioned that  in  the  case  at  present  under  its  influence, 
where  the  slightest  exercise  was  productive  of  extreme 
fatigue  and  languor,  the  patient  can  now  walk  three, 
four,  and  five  miles  in  the  day  without  suffering  serious 
inconvenience.  For  some  future  occasion  I  must 
reserve  my  opinion  aa  to  the  causes  of  its  superiority 
over  ether  cathartfas  in  the  clam  of  cases  under  consi- 
deration, as  however  strong  my  opinions  may  be,  and 
however  satisfactory  to  my  own  mind,  facts  are  too 
limited  in  number  to  warrant  me  in  laying  them  in 
their  present  crude  state  before  the  nomcrvi 
of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

GEORGE  FIFE,  M.D. 
Bishop  Wearmonth,  Sept.  12, 1844. 


CASE  OF  POISONING  WITH  HYDRO-CYANIC 

ACID. 

By  JA.1CB8  Godfrbv,  Esq.,  Surgeon  to  the 

Bristol  General  Hospital. 

TO  THB  BOITOn  OF  THB  PAOVllfCIAJ.  MSOICAX.  AND 

annexe*  l  joubnai* 
Sin, 

The  narrative  of  the  accompanying  case  was  deemed 
worgry  of  being  placed  on  record  by  the  members 
of  the  Bath  and  Bristol  Branch  of  the  Provincial 


*  whom  lets* 
monicated  K.  I  accordingly  have  the  honour  to  for- 
ward it  to  you,  and  remain. 

Sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  GODFREY 
Bristol,  September  11, 1844. 


There  is,  perhaps,  no  point  in  tosieology  of 
greater  interest  to  the  medical  jurist,  or  of  malt 
general  importance  to  the  practitioner,  than  (be 
question  of  the  limitation  of  voluntary  power  after  a 
fatal  dose  of  hydrocyanic  acid.  It  is 
observe  the  discrepancy  of  opinions  on  this 
and  the  paucity  of  facta  connected  with  man,  wakfe 
it  is  ever  in  the  power  of  the  medical  witness  to  addnos> 
An  opportunity  was  afforded  me  of  observing  tan 
dying  moments  of  a  person  who  swallowed  a  feud 
dose,  and  of  carefully  noting  several  mem  veinV 
occurred  in  the  interval  between  the  taking  of  the 
poison  and  death.  I  have  thought  it  worth  whhett 
deta|l  at  length,  first,  the  points  presented  to  my 
notice  up  to  the  time  of  death;  and  secondly,  the  teas) 
which  came  to  my  knowledge  afterwards. 

On  the  morning  of  December  15,  1843,  I  was 
summoned  to  the  shop  of  a  druggist,  to  a  person 
"  who"  as  the  messenger  said,  "  had  uomened  mmsstf 
there."  Running  thither  with  a  etomech  pump,  I 
found  Mr,  P.  supported  in  an  easy  chair,  and  we* 
informed  that  it  was  supposed  he  had  taken  half  an 
ounce  of  prasic  arid  before  he  came  into  the sbep,  be- 
having purchased  that  quantity  at  the  same  shop  too 
days  before.  He  entered  the  shop  and  asked  nemo* 
taon,  and  it  waa  stated  that  be  almost  instantfe  iff** 
and  was  rajss^  M  gasping  and  heaving  much."  Iiouad 
him  in  a  quiet,  easy  posture*  evidently  dying  ;  he  wai 
insensible,  pale,  cold,  the  jaw  fallen,  the  tongue  slightly 
protruding,  and  of  a  natural  colours  the  pulse  percep- 
tible; a  faint  forcible  respiration  repeated  after  an 
interval  of  five  or  six  seconds ;  the  eyes  of  almost 
natural  appearance,  dull  rather  than  bright*  not  pro- 
minent; the  pupils  large;  there  waa  no  convnsnusr 
nor  apparent  venous  tumescence;  there  was  a  nam 
brown  stain  over  his  shirt  front  aa  if  he  had  vomited* 
no  perceptible  smell  of  prussic  acid  about  the  month. 

At  the  same  time  of  making  rapidly  these  observa- 
tions, the  collapse  became  more  complete,  and  I  feet 
the  pulse  dropping,  and  the  surface  becoming  i 
tsrily  and  markedly  colder. 

A  degree  of  hesitation  was  in  my  mind  as  to  j 
acid  being  the  agent,  but,  reserving  speculation,  I  felt 
that  whether  or  no,  nothing  but  powerfully  and  raaidly 
stimulating  the  system  could  be  of  service;  we  there- 
fore, (for  several  surgeons  had  by  this  time  arrived^) 
immediately  introduced  into  the  stomach,  my  finger 
being  bitten  while  opening  his  mouth,  a  strong  mix- 
ture of  the  compound  tincture  of  ammonia  and  water, 
during  which  he  became  rapidly  colder,  and  by  the 
time  the  first  fluid  was  injected,  entirely  pulseless.  On 
withdrawing  the  fluid,  immediately  the  smell  of  prussic 
acid  was  evident;  we  instantly  injected  n  renewal  of 
ammonia  with  brandy,  and  endeavoured,  by  alternating 
pressure  upon  the  thorax  and  abdomen,  to  aid  the 
respiratory  powers.  By  this  time  I  was  struck  by  the, 
increase  of  temperature  of  the  surface,  but  there  was 
no  pulse,  nor  sigh,  nor  sound  of  heart.    I  thought  that 
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In  this  point  there  might  hare  been  a  source  of  fallacy, 
from  my  band  having  been  kid  upon  his  forehead  for 
some  t|me  before  the  period  when  I  remarked  the 
increase  of  temperature,  but  on  feeling  his  hands  they 
were  likewise  wanner.  I  hoped,— -we  pernerered,— re* 
iatrontaoing  emmoniated  stimuli,  injecting  a  strong 
£embinia*aate  enema,  and  endeavouring  to  excite  by 
enlvajnen)  those  portions  of  muscular  system  in  imme- 
diate cejnmctioo  with  the  vital  organs,  without  the 
Slightest  effect,  and  we  then  with  reluctance  gave  up 
OV  effort,  nearly  an  hour  having  elapsed  since  our 
summons.  I  believe  that  death  took  place  within  four 
pri^y  after  my  arrival,  probably  within  three,  and 
perhaps  within  ten  or  twelve  minutes  from  the  period 
<rf  swallowing  the  poison. 

Mr*P„who  was  a  tail,  well-made  man,  of  bilious 
temperament,  about  44  years  of  age,  had  been  in  a 
flhttisneJ  state  of  mind  for  some  time;  three  days 
owrioosly,  he  came  to  the  druggist's  shop  for  half  an 
ponce  of  pmssic  add,  and  having  bad  a  partial  medical 
education,  and  been  furnished  with  it  before,  as  well  as 
with  other  medicinal*,  the  druggist  had  no. hesitation 
in  ssmajrying  him,  removing  half  an  ounce  from  the 
usuel  foe  of  ounce  phial  stoppered,  and  giving  him 
'the  remainder.  On  the  same  night  he  exerted  himself 
nmst  energetically  at  a  fire,  and  on  the  day  preceding  bis 
death  transacted  the  business  of  his  office  as  usual.  On 
the  fatal  morning,  one  of  his  daughters  accompanied 
him  to  his  office,  where  they,  were  seen  standing  toge* 
|}*r ;  he  sent  her  away  with  a  message,  and  taking  off 
his  great  coat,  proceeded  to  a  room  upstairs.  After 
a  short  interval  he  was  seen  to  walk  rather  quickly  out 
-of  the  house,  in  the  direction  of  the  druggist's  shop. 
Be  must  have  swallowed  the  poison  on  thus  proceeding 
upstairs,  for  the  bottle  was  found  in  the  fire-place  on 
}he  fallowing  morning,  the  stopper  on  the  table.  U  is 
presumed  he  took  the  acid  before  placing  the  bottle  in 
the  fire,  as  no  glass  nor  similar  utensil  was  found  in 
the  room;  he  then  must  have  gone  to  the  head  of  the 
stairs,  a  distance  of  ten  average  paces,  descended  the 
stairs,  seventeen  in  number,  and  proceeded  as  described 
to  the  druggist's  shop,  forty-five  paces,  making  a  total 
of  Usiiiva  paces  and  seventeen  stairs.  He  entered  the 
-eJfceptlut  his  usual  manner,  which  was  slow  and  easy; 
the  druggist  (a  personal  friend  of  hia)  ashed  him  how 
hodntj  he  reeled  in  his  usual  tone  ef  roiee  "I  want 
^aome  more  of  that  prustic  acid;"  •the  druggist  peesed 
round  the  side  and  end  of  his  counter  to  speak  to 
Jem,  and  then  perceived  that  he  was  in  the  net  of 
placing  his  hands  upon  him  as  if  for  support,  his  eyes 
.  home;  fixed  upon  him  with  a  stare.  The  druggist  said 
n>  him  "  You  have  been  asking  the  pmssic  add  j"  he 
conJd  make  no  answer;  the  druggist  hocked  him 
tonsure  chair,  placed  him  in  it,  and  ran  to  the  door 
Jbra^JMore  ho  could  return,  Mr.  P.  had  fatten  to 
the  grannd,  with  his  head  lying  against  the  eoonser; 
ansae  ipecacuanha  wee  given  him  while  surgical  u& 
amsemmht.  The  ipecacuanha  he  in  part  swallowed, 
na  asm  soma  ontimonieJ  wine,  at  which  hewaadescsihed 
lo  bsps  shmldau  4;  the  stain  noon  his  shirt  front  was 
anjmtexebebty  produced  by  the  rejected  portion  of  the 
emetics  pron  More  my  arrival. 

oy  emoens  pomes  or*  asusiest, 

I  at  anon  length  Iwsff  only  odd 

,  that  it »  net  only  pommm,  hut  somewhat 


eriomof  suicide,  and  imifsJH  nji»Jm  \ 
of  thkenargetic  agent,  might  hold  the  poioonte hie 
month  for  a  period  before  swallowing  it,  eadsrsbe 
enabled  to  cork  a  bottle  or  dispose  of  tbeemmet.«*enV 
events  ah  ingenlona  counsel  might  arm!  himself  of. 
I^e  supposition,  to  the  confusion  of  a  medical  witanae* 

and  to  the  henefit  of  his  cHent  arrutt>rt  at  the  I " 

a  charge  'of  murder. 
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The  new  Medical  Sift 
attention  of  the  members  of  the  i 
and  its  principles  are  rmderfoltig 
and  discussion  at  meetings  called  for  thepotpose 
in  differeut  parti  of  the  country.  In  mlr^tifni  to 
those  mo  have  before  reported,  neveral  othere  hare 
been  held  orarein  contemplation.  Arnoog  these 
tho  one  which  has  recently  taken  place  at  Hertford, 
am  oljottnet  of  una  prooeedinga  of  which  will  bo 
foondin  another  column,  it  especially  worthy  of 
notice  em  aeoecmt  of  tho  judicious  plan  adopted 
for  goinfaff  mom  to  and  then  mlnoneinj  tho 
members  of  the  legislature  hi  their  Mure 
on  the  aubject.  Petition*  to  either 
of  IMaejem,  however  uney  may  annfce 
known  fist  views  of  those  firms  whom  they 
bare  generally,  wo  fear,  hut  little  weight 
to  whom  they  are  aoMrsmod.  indeed 
from  tho  way  in  which  they  are  olsposcdof— read 
hnnrieoay  and  often  iomidibly,  amidst  tho  noiee  and 
amfaakra  of  the  House,  ordered  to  fie  on  the 
tatye,  or  thrown  under  the  table,  as  the  cane  may 
beyond  treated  only  aseo  aejenu  useless  vorhiage 
which  the  forms  of  the  House  render  ft  neeeneary 
to  get  through,  we  see  not  how  it  can  be  etherwjee. 
The  bearing  however  which  it  may  be  mipracticoble 
to  obtain  from  Members  of  Parliament  in  their 
collective  capacity,  it  ia  quite  possible  to  procure 
from  them  individually,  and  the  seventh  and  eighth 
resolutions  of  the  Hereford  meeting  appointing 
deputations  to  their  county,  city,  and  bomujgfc 
aaeuabers,  ought  to  be  adopted  into  dm  proceedings 
of  every  similar  meeting  which  shall  hereafter 


We 


emee    cam  wnm  siocsoe   wiomejc- 
featnre  of    the    Qere^ord 
Many  of  she 
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the  tUa^meh  ewustty  mm*f,mB*« 
some  personal  inconvenience  from  a  distance.  IV 
Hereford  praotUioMn  seised  the  oppcrtooity  el 
evtocmg  their  hospitality  towards  their  brethrea  of 
the  county,  and  thus,  while  uniting  for  die  parpoee 
of  endeavouring  to  project .  the  paMie  from  * 
threeteoed  evil,  they  were  at  (he  eime  time  coJtf- 
vating  thoee  kindly  foermg*  which  H  ie  ever 
detirable  to  lee  prevailing  among  the  members' of 
a  liberal  and  enlightened  profession. 


A  BILL  FOR  THE  BETTER  REGULATION  OF 
MEDICAL  PRACTICE  THROUGHOUT  THE 
UNITED  KINGDOM. 

(PEBFAJUD  AND  B&WOHT  IX  BY  lift  JAMKt  e*AfJ  AM 
AND  MJU  liAMNI&a  8UTTOK.) 

£UteiUjdiaco»»liAOcewitktRe>omt^oftheCotiDdI 
of  the  Provincial  Medical  aod  Swgieal  Aawdatkm.] 

1.  Prtcmble— Repeal a/  StahUm. 
.  Whereat  it  it  for  the  good  of  all  her  Majesty's  sub- 
jectt  that  the  knowledge  of  phytic  and  surgery  should 
he  promoted,  and  ihat  meant  should  he  afforded 
,  whereby  thote  who  have  been  examined  and  found 
skilful  by  competent  authority  may  be  known  from 
ignorant  and  unskilful  pretenders  to  the  tame  know- 
ledge; and  whereas  the  laws  now  in  force  concerning 
the  profession  of  physic  and  surgery  require  to  be 
amended;  be  it  enacted,  by  the  Queen's  most  excel- 
lent Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Commons  in 
this  present  Parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  autho- 
rity of  the  same,  that  an  Act  passed  in  the  third  year 
of  the  reign  of  King  Henry  the  Eighth,  intituled, 
M  An  Act  for  the  appointing  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons ;"  and  also  another  Act  passed  in  the  fifth  year 
of  the  same  reign,  intituled,  "  An  Act  concerning 
surgeons  to  be  discharged  of  quests  and  other  things  5" 
and  also  another  Act  passed  in  the  Session  of  Parlia- 
ment holden  in  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  years  of 
the  same  reign,  intituled,  "  The  Privileges  and  Autho- 
rity of  Physicians  in  London;"  and  also  two  Acts 
patted  in  the  thirty-second  year  of  the  same  reign, 
respectively  intituled,  "  For  Physicians  and  their  Pri- 
vilege," and  "  For  Barbers  and  Surgeons;"  and  also 
soother  Act  passed  in  the  Session  of  Parliament  holden 
in  the  thirty-third  and  thirty-fourth  years  of  the  same 
reign,  intituled,  "  A  bill  that  persons  being  no  com- 
mon surgeons  may  minister  medicines,  notwithstanding 
the  statutes;"  and  another  Act  passed  m  the  first 
year  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Mary,  intituled, "  An  Act 
touching  the  Corporation  of  Physicians  in  London;" 
and  also  an  Act  passed  in  the  Session  of  tenement 
holden  in  the  sixth  and  seventh  years  of  the  reign  of 
King  William  the  Third,  intituled,  "An  Act  for 
exempting  apothecaries  from  serving  the  ofices  of  con- 
stable, scavenger,  and  other  perish  and  ward  osaces, 
and  60m  serving  on  juries;"  end  so  much  of  every 
Other  Act  as  continues  the  last-recited  Act ;  and  also 
an  Act  sensed  in  the  tenth  year  of  the  reign  of  titer 
Fir**  Mrufe*,  *  An  Act  for  she 


viewing,  searching,  and  examining  of  sfl  *uss,smaV 
duet,  waters,  oils,  compositions,  used  or  to  he  ssei 
roe  medicines,  in  ail  pieces  where  the  tame  their  be 
exposed  for  sale  or  kept  for  that  purpose,  winua 
the  city  of  London  and  suburbs  thereof,  or  wMu 
seven  miles  circuit  of  the  said  city;"  and  so  muck  of 
another  Act  passed  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  the  rega 
of  King  George  the  Second,  intituled,  «  An  Act  for 
making  the  Surgeons  of  London  and  the  Berbers  o( 
London  two  separate  and  distinct  Corjorauues,"  it 
does  not  relate  to  the  separation  of  the  said  corpora- 
tions, or  to  the  Master,  Governors,  and  Commosslty 
of  the  Mystery  of  Barbers  of  London ;  and  she  so 
much  of  an  Act  passed  in  the  fifty-filth  year  of  the 
reign  of  King  George  the  Third,  intituled,  •  An  Act 
for  better  regulating  the  practice  of  Apothecaries 
throughout  England  and  Wales,'*  as  relates  to  tat 
examination  of  Apothecaries,  or  to  the  gnslMsfUlnm 
of  persons  intending  to  be  examined  or  to  qntfiff 
themselves  under  that  Act  to  practise  as  sn  Ape&t- 
cary,  or  to  the  fees  to  be  paid  by  Apothecaries  to  the 
certificate  of  the  Court  of  Examiners,  or  to  the  petsh 
ties  for  practising  ss  an  Apothecary  without  hsffaf 
obtained  such  certificate ;  and  also  so  much  of  in  Act 
passed  in  the  sixth  year  of  the  reign  of  King  George 
the  Fourth,  as  enacts,  thst  all  members  and  licentiate! 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  in  London  actually 
practising ;  all  surgeons  being  members  of  the  Roys! 
College  of  Surgeons  in  London,  Edinburgh,  or  Doblis, 
and  actually  practising ;  all  Apothecaries  certified  by 
the  Court  of  Examiners  of  the  Apothecaries'  Cosh 
pany,  and  actually  practising,  shall  be  freed  sad 
exempt  from  being  returned,  end  from  serving  usee 
any  juries  or  inquests  whatsoever,  and  shall  not  be 
inserted  In  the  lists  to  be  prepared  by  virtue  of  net 
Act;  and  also  so  much  of  any  Act  or  Charter  granted 
before  the  pa&tmg  0/  Ma  Act  as  prohibits  any  person 
from  practising  physic  or  surgery  in  any  place  wftbont 
such  license  as  is  mentioned  in  such  set  or  charter 
respectively,  or  .as  imposes  any  restriction  os  the 
practice  of  physic  or  surgery  other  than  is  contained  is 
this  Act,  shall  be  repealed  and  annulled. 

2.  Omm^t^HeoUkmidMiiicaiSdmeatm^AtdU 
it  enacted,  that  a  council  shall  he  established,  whack 
shall  be  styled  "The  Council  of  Health  and  Medical 
Education;"  and  that  one  of  her  Majesty's principal 
Secretaries  of  State  shall  be  a  member  of  the  and 
council  in  right  of  his  office  as  Secretary  of  State;  sad 
that  the  Regtus  Professor  of  Medtcue  m  the  Unrmrsity 
of  Oxford,  the  Regius  Professor  of  Physic  m  the 
University  of  Cambridge,  the  Regius  IWetsar  of 
Physic  in  the  University. of  Dublin,  the  Regius  Are* 
lessor  of  Clinical  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Sam- 
burgh,  and  the  Regius  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the 
University  of  Glasgow,  shall  be  members  of  the  ssid 
council  in  right  of  their  several  proresseishiss;  sad 
that  the  other  members  of  the  said  council  shell  he  est 
physician  and  one  surgeon,  to  he  chosen  by  the  CeUejeJ 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  England  retpeedftr/; 
one  physician  and  one  surgeon  to  be  chosen  by  the 
Colleges  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Seeuasi 
respectively;  one  physician  and  one  surgeon  to  be 
chosen  by  the  Colleges  of  Physician* and  ^ntntessof 
kshnsd  reepectively ;  and  sir  other  pstsons  whom  nee 
rtth  tJseedHneef  her  J^rreOosssofl,  tht* 
Attebei 


SIR  JAlftS  GRAHAM'S  MEDICAL  BILL. 


401 


3.  Appointment  of  Fhret  Council.-- Provided  always 
and  be  it  enacted,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  her 
Majesty,  with  the  advice  of  her  Privy  Council,  to 

(  appoint  all  the  member!  of  the  first  council  of  health 
and  medical  education,  other  than  those  who  will  be 

.  members  thereof  in  right  of  their  several  offices;  and 
that  at  the  end  of  the  third  and  each  of  the  two  next 
following  years  after  the  first  constitution  of  the  said 
council,  one  physician  and  one  surgeon  of  those  first 
appointed  on  behalf  of  the  said  several  Colleges  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  shall  go  out  of  office,  in  such 
order  as  her  Majesty,  with  the  advice  of  her  Privy 
Council,  shall  direct. 

4.  Tenure  of  Office  by  Official  Member*  and  Nommet* 
of  the  Crown.— And  be  it  enacted,  that  those  members 
of  the  said  council  who  are  members  in  right  of  their 

.  several  offices  shall  continue  to  be  members  thereof  so 
long  as  they  hold  the  same  offices  respectively,  and  no 
longer,  and  the  tix  members  of  the  said  council, 
appointed  as  aforesaid  by  her  Majesty,  with  the  advice 
of  her  Privy  Council,  shall  continue  to  be  members  of 
the  said  council,  during  her  Majesty's  pleasure,  and 
upon  every  vacancy  among  the  last-mentioned  members 

-  of  the  said  council,  and  their  successors,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  her  Majesty,  with  the  advice  of  her  Privy 
Council,  to  appoint  another  fit  person  to  be  a  member 
of  the  said  council  during  her  Majesty's  pleasure. 

5.  Tenure  of  Office  by  Member*  chosen  by  the  Col- 
leges.— And  be  it  enacted,  that  upon  every  vacancy 
among  the  members  of  the  said  council  appointed  on 
behalf  of  the  said  several  Colleges  of  Physicians  or 
Surgeons,  and  their  successors,  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians  or  Surgeons  of  England,  Scotland,  or 
Ireland,  as  the  case  may  be,  shall  appoint  another 
physician  or  surgeon,  as  the  case  may  be,  to  supply 
such  vacancy,  subject  to  the  approval  of  her  Majesty ; 
and  every  member  of  the  council  so  chosen  shall  be 
entitled  to  be  a  member  of  the  said  council  for  three 
years,  and  shall  then  go  out  of  office,  but  may  forthwith 
be  re-chosen,  subject  to  her  Majesty's  approval ;  pro- 
vided always,  that  no  president,  vice-president,  or 
examiner  of  any  of  the  said  colleges,  shall  be  qualified 
to  be  so  appointed. 

6.  Details  of  Election  to  be  eettled  by  the  seweral 
CoOegoe. — And  be  it  enacted,  that  the  manner  of 
choosing  the  last-mentioned  members  of  the  said 
council  shall  be  determined  in  each  case  by  orders  or 
bye-laws  to  be  made  from  time  to  time  by  the  said 
several  colleges,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Council 
of  Health  and  Medical  Education. 

7.  Substitute*  in  Caeee  of  Extraordinary  Vacancies. — 
Provided  alwsys,  and  be  it  enacted,  that  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  any  member  of  the  said  council  appointed 
by  her  Majesty,  or  chosen  by  any  of  the  said  colleges, 
at  any  time  to  resign  his  office,  or  for  her  Majesty  at 
any  time,  with  the  advice  of  her  Privy  Council,  to  dis- 
miss any  such  member  of  the  said  council  for  noto- 
rious misbehaviour  or  unfitness ;  and  upon  any  vacancy 
in  the  said  council  by  death,  resignation,  or  dismissal, 
another  member  of  the  council  shall  be  appointed  in 
the  same  manner  and  for  the  same  term  as  the  member 
by  whom  the  vacancy  shall  have  been  made. 

*•    t.  Botretarieo,  Ckrho,  and  Meeeenger*.— And  be  it 
thai  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said 


with  the  approval  of  one  of  her  Majesty's  principal 
Secretaries  of  State,  to  appoint  a  principal  secretary  for 
the  said  council,  and  also  local  secretaries  for  Scotland 
and  Ireland,  and  so  many  clerks  and  messengers, 
as  the  said  Secretary  of  State  shall  deem  (necessary;, 
and  also  with  the  like  approval  to  remove]  at  their 
pleasure  any  of  the  said  secretaries,  clerks,  and  mes- 
sengers, and  appoint  others  in  their  room. 

9.  Salaries  and  Espente*.-- And  be  it  enacted,  that 
there  shall  be  paid  to  the  members  of  the  said  council, 
and  to  the  said  secretaries,  clerks,  and  messengers, 
such  salaries  aa  shall  be  from  time  to  time  allowed  by 
the  Lord  High  Treasurer  or  Commissioners  of  her 
Majesty's  Treasury,  who  may  also  allow  such  reason- 
able travelling  expenses  which  may  have  been  incurred 
by  any  member  of  the  said  council,  or  any  secretary, 
clerk,  or  messenger  in  the  performance  of  bis  duties 
under  this  Act,  and  such  other  reasonable  expenses  of 
putting  this  Act  into  execution,  as  the  LordlHigh 
Treasurer  or  Commissioners  of  her  Ma jesty'sjTreaeury 
shall  think  fit. 

10.  President— And  be  it  enacted,  that  the  said 
Secretary  of  State  shall  be  president  of  the  said 
council,  and  shall  be  empowered  from  time  to  time  to 
nominate  one  of  the  members  of  the  council  appointed 
as  aforesaid  by  her  Majesty  to  be  vice-pre  sident  of  the 
council,  and  to  act  aa  president  in  his  absence,  and  at 
every  meeting  of  the  council,  in  the  absence  of 'the 
president  and  vice-presidsnt,  some  other  member,  to 
be  chosen  by  the  council  from  the  members  then 
present,  shall  be  empowered  to  act  as  president. 

11.  Time  and  Place  of  Meeting.— And  be  it  enacted, 
that  the  said  council  shall  be  holden  in  such  places  and 
at  such  times  as  the  Secretary  of  State  from  time  to 
time  shall  appoint;  and  that  all  acts  of  the  council 
shall  be  decided  by  the  votes  of  the  majority  of  mem- 
bers present  at  any  meeting,  the  whole  number  not 
being  less  than  sewn  ,*  and  at  all  such  meetings  the 
president  for  the  time  being  shall  have  a  second  or 
casting  vote  in  all  cases  of  equality  of  votes. 

12.  Minute*  of  Proceeding*.— And  be  it  enacted, 
that  minutes  of  the  proceedings  at  all  meetings  of  the 
council  shall  be  drawn  up  and  fairly  entered  in  books, 
to  be  kept  for  that  purpose  ;  and  such  minutes  shall 
be  at  all  reasonable  times  open  to  the  inspection  of 
any  person  or  committee  appointed  for  the  purpose  of 
inspecting  them  by  any  of  the  said  universities  or 
colleges. 

13.  Register  to  be  Kept  and  Published.— And  be  it 
enacted,  that  a  register  shall  be  kept  and  published 
from  time  to  time,  under  the  direction  of  the  said 
council,  of  all  persons  who  shall  have  been  examined, 
and  shall  have  received,  and  shall  exhibit  before  the 
said  council,  letters  testimonial  as  hereinafter  men- 
tioned of  their  qualification  to  practice  as  a  physician, 
or  as  a  surgeon,  or  as  a  licentiate  in  medicine  and 
surgery ;  for  which  registry  the  council  shall  be  entitled 
to  have  from  the  person  requiring  to  be  registered  a 
fee  oifiee  pounds  in  the  case  of  a  physician  or  surgeon, 
and  a  fee  of  two  pound*  in  the  case  of  a  licentiate,  which 
fees  shall  be  applied  towards  defraying  the  expenses  of 
this  act;  and  every  person  whose  name  shall  be  so 
registered,  who  shall  be  desirous  that  his  name  shall  he 
continued  in  the  published  register,  shall  in  the  month 
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of  ^mmsnfrin  every  rear,  send  to  die  sail  conncjf  its 

W  io£  pljwe..#  ^V  *A*  ***  <ty*  P*  W*  Vjftj- 
m?njsls,  *94  $c  co****!  ^«|Uyjcii(jr.tbe  return*  so 
made  to  Jhejn  hy  comparison  with  the  renter  kepjt  by 
then*,  s*4  B^aU  forthwith  cause  tbe  names  of  all  nersons 
duly  registered  and  so,  returned  to^tbem  to  be  published 
in  alphabetical  order,  in  their  several  classes,,  with  their 
aeveral  places  of  abode,  and  date*  of  their  Vtsttmpnials. 

)4.  Ideentiatee  m  Medicine  and  Saryery.-— And  be  it 
oaacted,  that  no  person,  except  such  graduates  in  medi- 
cine and  iucb  other  legal  practitioners  as  are  here- 
inafter mentioned,  shall  be  entitled  to  be  registered  by 
the  ppsmril  as  a  licentiate  in  andmin*  an*  surgery, 

years*  and  shall  hate  .bean  eaaminad  by  the  colleges 
hereinafter  named  (that  is  to  say)  if  in.  England, 
examined  by  the  Royal  College  of  ,  Pbyskmu*  .a* 
England,  assisted  by  the  Court  of  Eaaawmm  ofjha 
Apoths  caries'  Company,  and  alto  exnesinoi  by  the 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  England  *  and,  if  in 
Scotland,  examined  by  the  Royal  Colleges  of  Phy- 
sicians and  Surgeons  of  Scotland  *  and  if  in  Ireland, 
frxamined  by  the  Royal  Colleges  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons  in  Ireland;  and  in  every  ease  shall  hare 
received  letters  testimonial  from  each  of  the  bodies  by 
which  ho  shall  have  been  examined,  of.  bis  being  dsdy 
qualified  to  practice  as  oath  licentiate. 

IS.  flWyso***— And  be  it  enacted,  that  no  parson, 
•except  snch  legal  practitioners  u  are  hereinafter  men* 
tioned,  shall  be  entitled  to  be  registered  by  the  council 
as  a  surgeon  unless  he  shall  have  attained  the  age  of 
twenty-fee*  years,  sod  shall  have  been  examined  by  one 
of  the  Royal  Colleges  of  Surgeons  of  England,  Scot- 
land, or  Ireland,  or  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons  of  Glasgow,  after  such  proof  as  shall  be 
satisfactory  to  the  Examining  College  that  he  has 
applied  himself  to  surgical  studies  during  at  least  five 
years  j  and  shall  have  received  letters  testimonial  from 
the  examining  college  of  bis  being  duly  qualified  to 
practice  ss  a  surgeon. 

1<L  itytaiciaat.— And  be  it  enacted,  that  no  person, 
exeat*  snob  legal  practitioners  aa  am  hereafter  men- 
tioned, shall  be  entitled  to  be  registered  by  the  council 
as  a  physician  unless  he  shall  have  attained  the  age  of 
tumtiy-eiM  years,  and  shall  have  graduated  in  medicine 
in  some  university  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Groat 
Britain  and  Ireland,  or  subject  to  the  restriction  here- 
inafter contained,  in  some  foreign  university,  and  shall 
also  have  been  examined  by  one  of  the  Royal  Colleges 
of  Physicians  of  England,  Scotland,  or  Ireland,  or  by 
the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of 
Glasgow,  after  such  proof  as  shall  be  satisfactory  to  the 
Examining  College  that  he  has  applied  himself  to 
medical  studies  during  at  least  five  years,  or  if  he  is  not 
a  graduate  in  medicine  of  any  such  university,  unless 
he  shall  have  attained  the  age  of  forty  years,  and  shall 
have  been  examined  by  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians 
Of  England;  and  in  each  case  shall  have  received 
letters  testimonial  from  the  Examining  College  of  his 
being  duly  qualified  to  practice  as  a  physician  ;  aod  no 
person  shall  be  entitled  to  be  received  tor  examination 
for  the  purpose  of  being  so  registered  as  a  physician 
upon  a  foreign  degree  in  medicine,  unless  the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians  of  England,  Scotland,  or  Ireland, 


shall  give  him  a  special  certificate,  to  be  laid  hews**!* 
and  approved  by  the  Council  of  Health  and  MedicaT3 
Education,  that  they  hare  made  inquiry  into  the  niajmsr  7 
[  in  which  such  degree  wss  conferred,  and  hare  aeear-"" 
tained.  that  it  has  been  granted  after  residence  widssja 
the  precincts  of  the  same  university  during  atteast  boa ^ 
"year,  and  after  due  examination  and  upon  satisfactory 
certificates  of  previous  study. 

17.  Phyticieme  wed  Swrgtem  may  s>  JRegietered  on  ■ 
tkmUe  Teethmmude— And  be  it  enacted,  that  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  same  person,  if  possessed  of  the  neccs-  „ 
sary  testimonials,  to  be  registered  as  both  physician  and  , 
surgeon,  and  for  a  registered  physician,  or  a  person* 
applying  to  he  registered  as  a  physician,  to  ofisn  snnv 
self  for  examination  as  a  licentiate  in  surgery  by<os*i  of . 
the  .said  Royal  Colleges  of  Sunreooajaadforei 
tared  surgeon,  or  a  person  applying  to  be  -i 
a  surgeon,  to   offer,  himself  for  eniminarion,  ■  so  ,  awt 
licentiate  in  medicine  by  one  of  the  said  Royal  CoRegna 
of  Physicians,  assisted  in  England  by  the  CeurO-of> 
Examiners  of  the  Apothecaries'  Company}  aadeoary^ 
such  physician  or  surgeon  shall  be  entitled  to  bo  also, 
registered  upon  the  testimonials  granted  to  mmeujcsK 
such  additional  examination,  in  such  form  ami  amasses 
as  shall  be  determined  by  the  said  council. 

18.  Phytideuu  md  Surgeon*  to  belong  *>  «  **f** 
CoUeem  of  the  country  m  which  they  prodiee.— And  be 
it  enacted,  that  every  person  registered  after  examina- 
tion as  a  physician  or  surgeon  under  this  act,  shall  ho 
admitted  as  an  associate  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phy- 
sicians, or  as  a  fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons 
from  which  he  shall  have  received  his  letters  testimonial 
as  physician  or  surgeon,  or  if  he  shall  have  received 
the  said  testimonials  from  the  Royal  College  of  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons  of  Glasgow,  then  as  a  fellow  of  the 
last-mentioned  royal  college ;  and  every  such  phyadaa. 
and  surgeon  who  shell  afterwards  remove  from  that 
part  of  the  united  kingdom  in  which  he  obtained  his 
letters  testimonial,  shall  be  required,  if  he  shall  practise 
as  a  physician  and  surgeon  in  any  other  part  of  the  said 
nailed  kingdom,  to  enrol  himself  as  an  sssociate  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Physicians,  or  ss  a  fellow  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  of  that  part  of  the  united 
kingdom  to  which  he  shall  so  remove,  for  the  purpose 
of  practising  there  according  to  the  nature  of  his 
testimonials,  and  in  each  case  shall  be  entitled  so  be 
so  admitted  without  further  examination,  and  on  pay- 
ment of  the  like  fees  of  admission,  and  on  complying 
with  the  same  conditions  as  are  required  of  other 
persons  who  have  passed  their  examinations  for  the  ' 
purpose  of  being  admitted  associates  or  fellows  of 
the  said  colleges  respectively. 

1°.  Qualification  and  Jfet.—And  be  it  enacted, 
that  the  said  several  colleges  shall  from  time  to  time 
when  required  by  the  said  council,  prepare  and  lay 
before  the  said  council  s  scheme  or  schemes  of  the 
course  of  study  and  particulars  of  the  examination  to  be 
gone  through  by  all  persons  applying  to  such  colleges 
respectively  for  letters  testimonial  as  physician,  or 
surgeon,  or  licentiate,  and  of  the  fees  to  be  taken  for 
examination  and  admission  into  the  said  several  col- 
leges respectively ;  and  the  said  council  :sfeaR  he  .eon* 
powered  to  make  from  time  to  time  «wfr  chjmaus  am 
say  of  the  schemes  so  laid  ho/ore  thorn  as  to  J 
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shall  teem  expedient;  and  the  said1  council 
nen^vwr  to  procure,  as  far  a*  is  practicable  and" 
eumenket,  that  the  qualifications  and  fees  for  the'  said 
tssfenaoniala  shall  be  uniform,  according  to  the  nature 
thereof  throughout  the  said  united  kingdom. 

l&Rcstricttan  on  Medical  Degrees.— And  belt  enacted 
Ifcsfrttfter  the  s*stm*-  o/  Aft  art  it  shall  not  be  lawful 
snfsfyunrversity  of  the  said  united  kingdom  to  con- 
fer'any  degree  in  the  faculty  of  medicine  upon  any 
person,  unless  he  shall  hare  been  matriculated  in  the 
ansae  university,  and  shall  hare  duly  attended  the 
courses  of  public  lectures  prescribed  by  the  same 
nsuYcisity  to  students  in  medicine  within  the  precincts 
of  the  same  university,  or  of  some  medical  school 
Mognieed  by  and  in  connection  with  the  same  unirer- 
sitys  during  at  least  two  years  next  before  the  granting 
soei  degree,  by  the  proper  examiners  of  such  univer- 
sity, and  found  them  to  possess  competent  skin  and 
knowledge  of  medicine,  and  of  the  sciences  connected 
therewith,  and  of  the  English  and  Latin  languages  at 
least;  and  erery  diploma  or  certificate  of  a  medical 
degree  granted  by  any  such  university  after  the  pasting 
e/tifcw  ce*,4h*U  set  forth  distinctly  the  time  which  has 
I  Since  the  matriculation  of  the  person  to  whom 
>  shall  be  granted,  and  the  time  during  which, 
an*  piece  at  which  he  shall  have  actually  studied  aa 
afoseftaid,  and  the  fact  that  he  has  passed  such  exami- 
nafJea  as  last  aforesaid.' 

21.  Declaration  concerning  Bachelor's  of  Medicine  at 
tke,age  of  Twenty-two, — And  be  it  declared  and  enacted, 
that  it 'shall  be  lawful  for  any  university  of  the  said 
united  kingdom  to  grant  the  degree  of  bachelor  in  the ' 
faonjty  of  medicine,  subject  to  the  restriction*  bet-in* 
hefsne  contained  concerning  medical  degrees,  to  any 
student  of  the  name  university  who  shall  have  attained 
the  age  of  twenty*two  years;  and  that  every  such" 
'  graduate  in  the  faculty  of  medicine,  being  also  ex- 
anained  and  having  received  letters  testimonial  of  his 
qualification  in  the  manner  hereinbefore  prescribed 
in  the  case  of  licentiates  in  medicine  and  surgery,  or 
examined  and  furnished  with  the  like  letters  testi- 
monials by  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons of  Glasgow,  if  the  said  degree  shall  have  been 
granted  by  the  university  of  Glasgow,  shall  be  entitled 
to  pe  registered  by  the  said  Council  of  Health  and 
Medical  Education  as  a  licentiate  in  medicine  and1 
surgery,  subject  to  such  general  regulations  as  shall  be 
made  by  the  said  council  concerning  the  registry  of 
licentiates. 

2Z.  Restriction  on  Bye-Laws. — And  be  it  enacted, 
that  no  bye-law  to  be  made  by  any  of  the  Royal 
Colleges  of  Physicians  or  Surgeons  of  England,  Scot- 
land, or  Ireland,  respectively,  or  by  the  Royal  College 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Glasgow,  shall  be  of 
any  force  until  a  copy  thereof,  sealed  with  the  seal 
of  the  same  college,  shall  have  been  laid  before  and 
approved  by  the  said  Council  of  Health  and  Medical 
Education. 

23.  Registry  of  Students. — And  be  it  enacted,  that 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  council  to  make  regula- 
tionf  for  ensuring  the  registry  of  all  medical  and  sur- 
gical students  by  the  proper  officers  of  the  several 
hosp£Ule-or  medical  or  surgical  schools  at  which  they 
shall  study,  and  to  authorise  such  officers  to  take  a  fee' 


for  suck  registration,  not  being  more  In  each  rsse  than 
,  Jen  sMlUngs,  and  for  requiring  all  such  tees  to  be 
remitted  to  the  secretary  of  the  said  council,  anil 
returns  to  be  made  to  them  of  the  registration  of  all 
such  students^  in  snefc  manner  and  form  as  the  council 
shall  think  fit ;  and  no  hospital  or  medical  or  surgical  ' 
school  shall  be  recognised  by  any  of  the  said  colleges*  ' 
which  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  give  due  effect  to  such 
regulations,,  after  notice  of  such  neglect  or  refusal  shall 
have  been  sent  by  the  said  council  to  the  said  colleges* 
until  the  default  of  such  hospital  or  medical  or  surgical 
school  be  amended  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  said 
council,  and  all  such  fees  shall  be  applied  towards  the 
expenses  of  this  act. 

24.  Constitution  of  the  Examining  Bodies.-*- And  ba- 
it enacted,  that  where  by  this  act  it  is  provided  that  the 
concurrence  of  more  than  one  body  is  required  for 
qualifying  any  person  to  be  registered  by  the  said 
council,  the  examination  before  such  bodies  for  hie 
degree  or  letters  testimonial,  or  both,  may  be  conducted 
either  separately  before  examiners  appointed  by  each 
body,  or  before  a  joint  board  of  examiners,  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  each  body  separately  or  conjointly,  who  shall 
be  appointed  in  such  number,  manner,  and  form,  and 
shall  hold  their  examinations  at  such  times  and  places 
as  such  bodies  shall,  with'  the  approval  of  the  said 
county  agree  from  time  to  time  among  themselves,  or 
aa  shall  be  determined  by  the 'said  council  with  respect 
to  any  point  in  whhm  they  shall  not  be  agreed  ;  and  - 
where  there  shall  be  separate  examinations  before 
examiners  appointed  by  each  body,  the  subject  and 
fees  of  examination  shall  be  divided  among  such  bodies 
as  they  shall'  from  time  to  time  agree  among  them* 
selves,  or  as  the  said  council  from  time  to  time  shall 
determine  with  respect  to  any  subject  on  which  they 
shall  not  be  agreed. 

25.  Jbr  securing  Efficiency  of  Examination.— And  be 
it  enacted,  that  the  said  council  may  from  time  to  time 
require  returns  to  be  made  in  such  form,  and  including 
such  particulars,  as  they  shall  think  fit,  respecting  the 
examinations  to  be  conducted  as  aforesaid,  and  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  any  secretary  of  the  said  council,  deputed 
by  the  council  for  that  purpose,  or  for  any  member  of 
the  said  council,  to  be  present  at  any  of  the  said  exarai* 
nations;  and  if  the  council  shall  be  of  opinion  that  the 
regulations  prescribed  by  them  for  the  examination  and 
grant  of  letters  testimonial  as  physician,  surgeon,  or 
licentiate,  hare  been  infringed,  evaded  or  neglected  by 
any  of  the  said  examining  bodies,  it  shall  be  lawful  fee 
the  said  council  to  refuse  to  register  upon  the  testis**- 
nials  of  the  <bodyeo  in  default,  until  the  same  be 
amended  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  said  council. 

26.  None  hut  those  registered  to  be  appointed  to  Pub- 
He  Situations.— And  be  it  enacted,  that,  subject  tot  he 
reservations  hereinafter  contained,  no  person,  after  the 
passing  of  this  act,  who  is  not  registered  by  the  said 
council,  shall  be  appointed  to  any  medical  or  surgical 
office  in  any  public  hospital,  prison,  infirmary,  dispen- 
sary, workhouse,  or  other  public  institution  in  the  said 
united  kingdom,  or  to  any  medical  or  surgical  office  in 
her  Majesty's  army  or  navy,  or  in  the  Service  of  the 
Honourable  East  India  Company,  -except  in  India, 
natives  of  India  duly  qualified  seconding  to  such  lawn 
5or  regulations  as  are  or  shall  be  made  in  that  behalf 
by  the  governer-general  in  council ;  and  [wherever  by 
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law  it  is' provided  that  any  act  shall  :be  done  by  a  phy- 
sician or  surgeon,  or  medical  or  surgical  practitioner, 
by  whatever  name  or  title  lie  fe  called,  each  provision 
•hall  "be  construed,  after  tbe  pairing  of  this  act,  to 
mean  a  person  qualified  to  be  appointed  to  such  medi- 
cal, or  surgical  offices  as  aforesaid';  and  tbe  council  of 
health  shall  be  empowered  from  time  to  time  to  make 
regulations  for  specifying  what  institutions  are  to  be 
considered  public  institutions  within  the  meaning  of 
this  act,  and  which  form  of  testimonial  shall  be  neces- 
sary to  qualify  tbe  holder  thereof  for  every  such 
situation. 

27.  Privity*  of  Persons  Registered.— And  be  it 
enacted,  that  all  persons  who  are  registered  by  the  said 
council  as  physicians,  surgeons,  or  licentiates,  shall  be 
exempt  while  practising  as  such  froin  being  summoned 
or  serving  on  all  juries  and  inquests  whatsoever,  and 
from  serving  all  corporate,  parochial,  ward,  hundred 
and  township  offices,  but  subject  to  the  reservations 
hereinafter  contained,  no  person  shall  be  entitled  to 
such  exemption,  on  the  ground  of  his  practising 
medicine  or  surgery,  who  is  not  so  registered,  nor 
shall  the  certificate  of  any  such  unregistered  person, 
given  after  tbe  passing  of  this  act,  be  received  as  the 
certificate  of  a  medical  or  surgical  practitioner  in  any 
court  of  law,  or  in  any  case  in  which  by  law  the  certifi- 
cate of  a  medical  or  surgical  pr,actit^ner  js  required. 

28.  Persons  now  Practising  may  be Registered.— 
Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted,  that  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  said  council,  on  the  application,  within 
twefoe  calendar  months  after  the  passing  of  this  act, 
Of  any  person  legally  practising  as  a  physician,  surgeon 
or  apothecary,  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  this  act, 
in  any  part  of  the  united  kingdoat  of  Great  Britain  and 
inland,  or  on  the  application  within  two  years  of  any 
person  so  legally  practising  in  any  *f  her  Majesty's 

t  colonies  and  foreign  possessions  tooaune  the  name  of 
seen  person,  to  be  rags^eredaaa  pt^skhro,  surgeon  or 
:  lfeejttiafte  in.  medicine  and  surgery,' as  the  ease  may  be, 
on  production  to  tbe  said  council  of  his  diploma, 
license,  or  certificate,  or  such  other  proof  as  shall  be 
antauactory  to  the  said  council,  that  at  th*  time  of  the 
passing  of  this  act  he  was  legally  entitled  to  practise 
aa  a  physwaan,  surgeon,  or  apothecaiy,  as  tke  case  may 
Kin  some  part  of  tbe  satd  united  kingdom,  and  on 
payment  of  a  fee  of  two  pounds  in  the  case  of  fellows 
or  associates  of  the  said  Cottages  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons  respectively,  and  of  Jk*  shtUmgs  in  every 
other  case,  which  fees  shall  be  applied  toward  the 
expenses  of  this  act ;  and  daring  the  said  period  of 
iisesnt  calendar  months  every  person  legaBy  practising 
as  a  physician,  surgeon,  or  apothecary  at  the  time  of 
the  passing  of  this  act  in  the  said  unHed  kingdom, 
and  during  the  said  period  of  to  year*,  every  person 
no  legally  practising  in  any  of  her  Majesty's  colonies 
and  foreign  possessions,  although  not  registered,  shall 
continue  to  enjoy  the  name  privilege*  and  exemptions, 
and  be  qualified  so  be  appointed  to  ta»  same  offices, 
and  to  practise  in  the  same  manner  aa  if  this  act  had 
not  been  passed,  and  no  farther  or  otherwise,  unless 
registered  under  this  act. 


medical  or  surgical  otWfor  whh*  hcisaot  ruiisaVI 
according  to  tke  provision*  of  this  act  and  thetagunv  ' 
tfons  of  the  said  council,  and  who  shall  act  or  practise 
in  such  office,  shall  for  every  such  offence  forfeit  tie 
sum  of  twenty  pounds,  to  be  recovered  by  settee  of 
debt  or  information  to  be  brought  in  any  of  her 
Majesty's  Courts  of  Record  at  Westminster,  oris?  the 
Court  of  Exchequer  in  Scotland,  or  in  Dublin,  within 
*&r  calendar  months  next  after  the  commission  of  the 
offence,  and  to  be  recovered  in  the  name  of  her 
Majesty's  Attorney- General  in  England  or  Ireland,  or 
of  the  Lord  Advocate  in  Scotland. 

30.  None  hut  Registered  Persons  or  those  skua)/ 
Practising  mag  Recover  Charges.— And  be  it  enacted, 
that  after  the  passing  qf  this  act,  no  person  shall  be 
entitled  to  recover  any  charge  in  any  court  of  law  far 
any  medical  or  surgical  advice,  attendance  or  opera- 
tion, or  for  any  medicine  prescribed  or  administered 
unless  he  shall  prove  upon  the  trial  either  ithat  he  is 
registered  under  this  act,  or  that  he  was.  legally 
practising  in  the  capacity  in  which  he  clainia-snch 
charge  before  the  passing  of  this  set. 

31.  Penalty  for  Falsely  Pretending  to  he  on  tm 
Register. — And  be  it  enacted,  that  every  unregistered 
person  who  shall  wilfully  and  falsely  pretend  to  be,  or 
take  or  use  any  name  or  title  implying  that  he  is 
registered  under  this  act,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  oft 
misdemeanour  in  England  and  Ireland,  and  in  Scotland 
of  a  crime  and  offence,  and  being  convicted  thereof, 
shall  be  punished  by  fine  or  imprisonment,  or  both,  si 
the.  court  before  which  he  shall  be  convicted  shall 
award. 

M.  Act  may  he  Amended  or  Repeated,— And  be  it 
enacted,  that  this  act  may  be  amended  or  repealed  by 
any  act  to  be  passed  in  this  sessioa  of  parliament. 


29.  Penalty  on  Ungunkjwd  Persons  for  Practising 
m  Public  Ofices.— And  be  it  eaaotesV  that  every 
"        ^ffoiaped  sitetOkepessmg  of  this  eci  to  any 


SOUTH-EASTERN  BRANCH  OF  THE  PRO- 
VINCIAL MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  ASSO- 
CIATION. 

On  Friday,  the  6th  instant,  a  meeting,  having  is 
vtew  the  establishment  of  a  branch  of  the  Association, 
to  be  entitled  the  South-eastern  Branch,  comprehend- 
ing those  medical  practitioners  residing  in  Kent,  sad 
in  the  eastern  parts  of  Sussex  and  Surrey,  who  are 
already  members  of  the  Society,  with  such  other  gen- 
tlemen of  the  profession  as  they  would  wish  to  be 
associated  with  them,  took  place  in  the  Towa- 
hall,  Tunhridge,  when  there  were  present— Thomas 
Etchings,  Seal ;  William  SibbaW,  M.D.,  Maidstone ; 
George  Taylor,  M.D.,  Maidstone;  Homes  Martin, 
Reigate;  Alfred  Hardwick,  M.D.,  Kensington;  James 
Meekness,  M.D.,  Hastings ;  Edward  Wallace,  Car- 
shaltou;  Peter  Martin,  Reigate;  William  Sedgwick, 
Maidstone;  H. Imlach,  MJX,  Sittingbourne;  Fred. 
Ticehurst,  Hastings;  Thomas  Haire,  MJ>*  Lewes; 
William  James  West,  Tunhridge;  William  Henry 
Gardner,  Hastings;  James  Connell  France, 
stone;  Walter  Duke,  Hastings;  William 
Leeds,  near  Maidstone;  George  8©ulby,  MIX, Dover; 
F.  W.  Pittock,  Selling*,  near  Aahford;  Dsrid 
Skinner,  Headoorn;  Henry  Holsaan.  Seat  QoeUsy; 
HanryCrnsalord,  Canterbury;  Rkterd  Wade;  Main* 
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stone;  Samuel  Shane  Rix,  Tnnbridge  Wells;  Richard 
Turner,  Tnnbridge  Wells ;  F.  B.  Hunt,  MJ).,  Ferning- 
bem;  Rfcherd  Tippet*  Dartford*  H.  W.  Joy,  Staple- 
hurst  j  Henry  Feut,  Yalding;  Robert  Perry,  Marten ; 
Charles  M.  Thompson,  Westerham ;  John  Steele* 
Reigate;  H.  M.  Gould,  Wateringbury  5  Charles 
IVustram,  Tnnbridge   Wells;    Robert  J.   Starling, 

.  Hadlow;  Charles  Walter  Parker,  Wrotham  5  Robert 
Righton  Gream,  Tnnbridge  Wells;  John  Coaens 
Kent,  Wrotham;  Adam  Martin,  M.D.,  Rochester; 
Jonas  King,  Tnnbridge  Wells;  Robert  H.  Powell, 
M.B.,  Tnnbridge  Wells ;  Peter  Brown,  Tnnbridge ;  J. 
B.  Maugham,  Allanhead,  Northumberland. 

On  the  motkm  of  Dr.  Sibbald,  of  Maidstone, 
seconded  by  Dr.  Taylor,  of  Maidstone,  William  James 
West,  Esq.,  of  Tnnbridge,  was  unanimously  requested 
te  take  the  chair. 

*  The  Chairman  expressed  his  sense  of  the  honour 
conferred  upon  him,  which  being  entirely  unexpected 
oaf  Ms  part;  he  feared  oat  he  was  ill-prepared  ade- 
quately to  discharge  the  duties  which  were  incumbent 

-'upon  Mm,  at  least  satisfactorily  to  his  own  mind,  in  the 
presence  of  so  many  eminent  men  from  different  parte 
of  the  district ;  but  relying  on  their  kind  indulgence, 
be  would  cheerfully  obey  the  wish  expressed  to  the 

.  best  of  his  ability.  Haying  then  welcomed  the  gentle- 
men present,  to  Tnnbridge,  and  congratulated  them  on 
the  occasion  which  had  brought  them  together,  he  called 
on  Mr.  Martin,  of  Reigate,  who,  after  some  prefatory 
observations,  proceeded  to  read,  first,  the  printed  state- 
ment of  the  principal  objects  of  the  Association,  issued 
to  the  members ;  and  then  the  Rules  prepared  by  the 
members  of  Council,  within  the  proposed  district,  for 
the  management  of  the  Branch,  as  follows. 

I. 

Members  of  the  medical  profession,  residing  in  Kent, 
and  in  the  eastern  parts  of  Sussex  and  Surrey,  being 
members  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Association,  are  hereby  united  to  form  a 
hennch  of  the  said  Association,  under  the  title  of  the 
SoAtn-Eastern  Branch. 

II. 

Tne  bye  laws  or  rules  for  the  guidance  of  the  Branch 
shall  he  in  accordance  with  the  rules  of  the  Parent 
Asscriatisn,and  be  approved  by  the  Council  thereof 

HI. 
For  the  convenience  of  management,  a  President, 
two  Vice-Presidents,  a  Secretary,  who  shall  act  as 
Treasurer,  the  Members  of  Council  resident  in  the 
district,  with  twelve  additional  members,  to  act  together 
as  a  Committee,  shall  be  appointed  annually,  at  the 
annual  meetings  of  this  Branch  of  the  Association. 
These  genera]  meetings  shall  be  held  in  each  year,  at 
one  of  the  principal  towns  within  the  district,  to  he 
settled  at  the  previous  general  annual  meeting,  on  the 
last  Wednesday  in  June  of  each  year. 

IV. 

t.  Ait  at  such  annual  meetings,  the  members  shall 
<-aastmb*t  at  one  o'clock,  to  receive  the  report  of  the 
Committee,  to  elect  oncers  for  the  ensuing  year,  and 
4jtapm  subjects  connected  with  medical  science,  et 
witntnc  iseersam  of  the  profession. 

.    !         •  v  V. 

t  the  relation  of*  cute*,  the-  eomnmnisations  of 
I  ttcej  and  e*eevvutfo*4 [wifi  he  acceptable  jnW 


on  account  of  the  very  great  value  of  time  at  each 
meeting,  no  communication  relating  to  the  practice, 
or  the  science,  or  the  polity  of  the  profession,  or 
the  relation  of  cases  shall  exceed  fifteen  minutes. 
And  any  member  intending  to  favour  the  Society  in 
this  way,  shall  send  his  written  statement  to  the 
Secretary,  or  an  intimation  of  his  wish  to  read  such 
statement,  or  to  have  it  read  at  the  meeting,  at  least 
ten  days  previously. 

VI. 
That  the  Senth-Bastem  Branch  will  defray  its  earn 
expenses,  and  will  not  receive,  on  that  behalf,  any 
assistance  from  the  Parent  Association.  The  subscrip- 
tion of  each  member  of  the  Branch  shall  be  paid  to  the 
Secretary,  with  two  shillings  and  sixpence  in  addition, 
to  defray  incidental  expenses,  proper  to  the  Branch, 
previously  to  or  at  the  annual  meeting. 

VII. 
Although  annual  meetings  only  are  contemplated, 
yet  special  general  meetings  may  he  called,  at  any 
period  of  the  year,  for  special  purposes  only,  on  request 
of  tea  members  addressed  to  the  Secretary,  who  shall 
in  obedience  thereto  summon  a  meeting  by  a  notice 
addressed  to  each  member,  at  least  ten  days  previously 
to  tip  appointed  day  of  meeting, 

VIH. 
Wew  rules,  orders,  or  regulations,  may  be  adopted, 
provided  that  notice  of  the  proposed  alteration  or  new 
role  shall  have  been  sent  by  the  Secretary  at  least  one 
month  before  the  day  of  meeting  on  which  such  alter- 
ation or  new  rule'  is  proposed  to  be  discussed  and 
decided  j  and  notice  of  the  same  shall  be  sent  to  each 
member,  as  in  the  foregoing  rule. 

It  wen  tlma  proposed  by  Owri^ 
Tuabridn*  Welle,  and  seconded  by  Edward  Wallace, 
EstL,  of  Carshalton,  and  resolved  nnaninmualy  t— 

That  the  pcesent  meeting,  ceenmting  of  medical 
prectifrmem^  residing in  the  county  of  Kens,  and  in  the 
eastern  pasta  of  Sussex  and  Survey,  is  uunsUtuiad 
a  branch  of.  the  Puofimcial  Mbbioas,  amo  Sun- 
niOAJb  AanootAXiotf,  under  the  title  of  the  South- 
Fwstrrn  Bsnucb,  end  adopts  the  rules  new  send  #sr 

Proposed  by  Dr.Sibbald,  of  Maidstone,  aadaeeondod 
by  Dr.  Taylor,  likewise  of  Maidstone,  and  resolved 
unanimously  :— 

That  WtHUm  James  West,  Esq.,  of  Tunbvidavj,  he 
requested  to  accept  the  office  of   President  for  tile 

Propceed  by.Dr.  Martin, of  Rochester,  and  seconded 
by  Dr.  Hunt,  of  Farjiwghem,  and  resolved 


.  That  Isneo  £arsnw.ve%  Esq*,  of  Tunbrsnge  WeDt, 
andJoljsxPiclrnwor,  /Esq*  of  tVnshnrst,  be 
to  accept  the.eAce  of  Vice-President  for  the  • 


rVonesed  jby  £b*ftae  M.  Thompson,  Esq.,  of  W« 
htm,soaorcsav3cd  wiJDfuHsxdwick,of  Kensington,  and 


Hwt  Thomas  Mattes,  JBsq.,  of  Reigate*  be  revested 
to  accept  the  offices  of  Treasurer  end  Secretary. 

Proposed  by  William  Sedgwick,  Esq.,  of  Maidstone, 
end  seconded  4^  Br,  Imlecb,  of  Skttagbourue,  and 
resolved enaamatsjsty <—   '  r\r\n]t 

Mai  In  addhson^wthe 


iiarooUBrf  twm 


Members  of  the  Council  residing  within  the  district, 
twelve  gentlemen,  seversHy  named,  do  constitute  the 
committee  of  inatisgement  for  the  earning  year. 

Proposed  by  D*  Mackness,  of  Hastings,  seconded 
by  Henry  Crawford,  Esq.,  of  Canterbury,  and  rewired 
unanimously  s— 

That  the  meeting  of  this  Branch  of  the  Association, 
in  June,  1845,  shall  he  held  at  Tunbridge. 

Conformably  to  the  foregoing  resolutions,  those 
gentlemen  appointed  to  offices,  who  were  present, 
accepted  the  same,  with  suitable  terms  of  acknow- 
ledgment. 

The  meeting  of  the  South-Ea^tem  Branch  having  then 
adjourned,  was  resumed  in  the  form  of  an  assemblage 
of  medical  practitioners,  residing  in  Kent  and  in  the 
eastern  parts  of  Sussex  and  Surrey,  when  it  was  moved, 
and  seconded,  and  carried  unanimously,  that  Dr. 
Sibbald,  of  Maidstone,  be  requested  to  take  the  chair. 

The  report  of  the  proceedings  at  a  meeting  of  the 
medical  practitioners  of  the  county  of  Surrey,  held  on 
Thursday,  the  22nd  ultimo,  as  inserted  in  "The  Pro- 
vincial Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,"  of  the  date  of 
'Wednesday,  the  4th  instant,  having  been  read  and 
^considered, 

ft  was  proposed  by  Dr.  Imlach,  of  Sittingbourne, 
•and  seconded  by  Dr.  Meekness,  of  Hastings,  and 
resolved  unanimously : — 

That  the  statement  of  facts,  and  the  reasonings 
thereupon,  contained  in  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the 
practitioners  of  Surrey,  being  in  every  respect  conso- 
nant with  the  views  and  satisfactory  to  the  minds  of 
all  present,  they  agree  to  adopt  the  same  and  come  to 
the  same  conclusion,  namely : — 

That  the  Bill,  lately  presented  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons by  the  Right  Honourable  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department,  w  for  the  better  Regulation  of 
Medical  Practice  throughout  the  United  Kingdom,"  is 
of  so  injurious  a  tendency  towards  the  medical  profes- 
sion, as  well  as  to  the  public  welfare,  that  every  legi- 
timate means  should  be  used  to  oppose  its  further 
progress  through  Parliament  ;— 

And  that  every  member  of  the  profession,  here 
present,  pledges  himself  to  endeavour  to  impress  the 
minds  of  members  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  with 
whom  they  may  come  into  communication,  with  a  cor- 
rect  knowledge  of  the  erroneous  and  dangerous  nature 
of  this  bill,  and  to  solicit  their  opposition  to  it. 

The  Branch  meeting  having  been  resumed,  and  votes 
of  thanks  unanimously  passed  to  Dr.  Sibbald  and  Mr. 
West;  the  gentlemen  present  adjourned  to  dine  at  the 
Rose  and  Crown  Hotel,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr. 
West 


TUB  BENEVOLENT  FOND.— LETTER  I. 


TO  THE  BDITOB,  OF  THE   PEOVINCIAL   MEDICAL  AND 
SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

Sim, 
Will  you  forgive'  me  for*  again  occupying  some 
portion  of  your  columns  with  the  trite  subject  of  the 
Benevolent  Fund, — a  subject,  however,  on  which 
there  still  appears  to  exist  so  much  misconception, 
that  it  may  be  worth  while  to  attempt  to  dear  away 
some  of  those  mists  with  which  ft  has  been  invested, 
were  it  only  for  the  purpose  of  removing  the  veil  under 


a  very  few  persons  seek  to 
other  M  cut  of  evading  a  charitable  subscription.'' 

Admitting,  however,  as  a  general  fact,  that  we  all 
have  at  least  the  same  generous  object  of  relieving  the 
miseries  of  our  suffering  and  unfortunate  brethren; 
and  that  we  are  only  waiting  to  be  convinced  of  the 
practicability  of  the  measure,  and  of  the  best  mode  of 
its  accomplishment,  in  order  to  have  our  fullest 
energies  enlisted  in  so  good  a  cause,  it  shall  be  my 
endeavour  to  set  this  question  at  rest,  and  to  show 
what  is  the  best  method  of  carrying  into  effect  so 
charitable  a  design. 

The  great  difference  of  opinion  which  exists  at 
the  present  moment,  seems  to  arise  from  the  respective 
claims  of  the  general  or  the  local  funds,  and  therefore 
in  the  first  instance  examine  their  peculiar 
Unhappily,  in  the  present,  as  well  as  in  meay 
other  cases,  much  confusion  of  idea  has  been  created 
from  employing  the  same  term  to  designate  things  very 
different  in  their  nature  *  and  I  would  therefore  propose 
an  alteration  in  the  names  of  these  societies. 

Oar  fimd  is  appropriately  designated  a  Benevolent 
Fund;  and  it  is  strictly  so,  because  it  extends  its 
charitable  aid  to  medical  men,  their  widows,  and  orphans, 
wherever  they  may  be  situated,  acquiring  no  other 
claim  upon  its  sympathy  and  its  funds,  than  the  proof 
of  their  distress,  and  that  that  distress  has  arisen  from 
misfortune,  not  from  criminality.  To  every  i 
brother  it  extends  the  hand  of  its  charity,  and  i 
the  heart  of  its  sympathy,  unchiUed  by  geographical 
circumvallation,  untrammelled  by  the  requirements  of 
membership  ;  requirements  which  some  may  not  have  the 
prudence,  and  very  many  others  may  not  have  had  the 
means,  of  fulfilling. 

The  absence  of  subscription  as  a  sine  qud  no*  of 
relief,  is  a  very  important  feature  in  the  constitution  of 
our  Benevolent  Fund ;  for  if  we  admit,  that  the  paucity 
and  poverty  of  our  subscriptions  arise  from  want  of 
power  to  subscribe,  and  not  from  want  of  inclination* 
we  must  infer,  that  this  difficulty  must  be  more  largely 
operative  in  the  local  /undst  which  require  generally  a 
subscription  of  two  guineas  a  year,  as  a  test  qf  member- 
ship, and  which  upon  this  principle  must  always  keep 
the  local  funds  within  very  contracted  limits.  If  we 
take  the  very  small  sum  of  five  shillings  as  the  guage 
of  the  real  power  to  subscribe  of  so  many  of  our 
brethren,  we  most  at  once  admit  their  inability  to  pay 
eight  times  that  annual  sum,  besides  a  fine  on  admis- 
sion. If  we  admit  that  this  reasoning  is  incorrect, '  we 
are  driven  back  upon  the  alternative,  that  it  is  want  of 
will,- which  occasions  this  miserable  doling  out  of  the 
contents  of  the  purse  for  a  purely  charitable  object, 
from  which  no  return  is  expected — no  advantage,  pre- 
sent or  prospective,  can  be  realized. 

Believing,  however,  that  it  is  the  want  of  ability, 
and  not  of  inclination,  which  produces  a  result  so 
scanty  from  a  body  so  numerous,  we  have  a  right  to 
infer  that  that  body  generally  does  not  possess  the 
means  of  subscribing  a  larger  sum  to  a  local  fimd  ; 
consequently,  that  the  number  of  members  to  such 
local  fund  must  always  be  limited— mvmt  consist  of 
those  who  possess  the  present  means  of  sparing  a  con- 
siderable sum  annually;  and  that  the  great  majority 
of  those  who  are  struggling  for  existence  now, 
by  the  pressure  of  sickness,  or  misfortune, 
will  become  indigent,  and  therefore  claimants 
Digitized  by  VjOO* 
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Benevolent  Fund,  will  have  been  aceveatesi  by  their 
poverty  from  paying  the  price  e/  mswieraAy  to  We 
local  fund*.  They  who  are  leaf t  acquainted  with  the 
state  of  the  profession  generally  will  be  well  aware 
that  an  immense  majority  of  those  who  hare  families, 
and  who  have  not  private  fortunes,  do  not  possess  the 
professional  income  requisite  for  their  private  expendi- 
ture ;  and  that  this  is  to  them  a  cause  of  unabating 
anxiety,  and  for  their  children  a  fruitful  source  of  that 
defective  education,  which  is  too  frequently  to  be 
lamented. 

If,  indeed,  the  proposition  of  my  benevolent  and 
excellent  friend,  Mr.  Martin,  should  be  carried  into 
effect  this  evil  would  in  some  measure  be  relieved ; 
but  my  general  reasoning  will  be  uninfluenced  by  a 
remedy  so  partial,  yet  so  desirable. 

If  therefore  local  funds  could  be  established  through- 
out the  length  and  breadth  of  our  land,  admitting  for 
the  sake  of  argument,  that  they  are  so  established,  and 
in  active  operation,  yet  from  their  very  constitution, 
they  can  embrace  but  a  very  small  portion  of  the  real 
suffering  ,of  our  profession ;  and  therefore  a  Benevolent 
Fund  is  not  superseded  by  the  establishment  of  the 
local  funds;  on  the  contrary,  the  necessity  for  its  aid  is 
only  rendered  more  apparent. 

We  shall  have  much  to  say  on  the  subject  of  local 
funds,  and  some  final  suggestions  to  make  with  regard 
■to  the  applicability  of  our  resources  to  the  removal  or 
diminution  of  the  causes,  which  produce  the  mass  of 
professional  euffering ;  but  we  reserve  this  for  a  future 
letter. 

I  shall  conclude  my  present  communication,  by  an 
earnest  appeal  to  the  best  feelings  of  my  readers  on 
behalf  of  the  Benevolent  Fund.  That  fund  has  now 
been  struggling  for  twelve  years,  in  the  vain  attempt 
adequately  to  relieve  the  sum  of  misery  presented  to 
its  notice,  with  inadequate  means.  It  has  done  much, 
but  it  has  not  done  what  it  might  have  done — what  it 
ought  to  have  done,  had  it  possessed  the  power.  Only 
}et  the  sum$  dispensed  to  each  individual  applicant 
during  the  last  year  be  considered,  and  who  will  have 
the  hardihood  to  say  they  are  much  more  than  a 
mockery  of  the  woes  they  are  intended  to  relieve  ? 
\Vho  can  have  the  hardihood  to  say  they  are  befitting 
the  boon  which  ought  to  arise  from  an  Association  of 
such  magnitude  ? 

But  if  so,  who  is  there  among  us  who  fcas  not  yet 
subscribed  to  this  fund,  that  can,  once  more  place  bis 
head  upon  his  pillow  without  having  previously 
resolved,  that  however  poor  he  may  be,  fie  will  seek 
"  the  blessing  of  him  that  is  ready  to  perish,"  by 
annually  subscribing  his  five  shillings  for  the  relief  of 
poverty  greater  than  his  own — of  misery  and  misfor- 
tune from  which  at  present  he  is  happily  exempted— 
and  of  family  destitution  to  which  God  grant  that 
his  family  may  be  long  strangers  ? 

Let  not  any  one  say  he  is  unable  to  subscribe ;  a 
little  more  than  a  penny  a  week  will  constitute  the 
minimum  subscription,  and  if  poverty  were  the  real 
obstacle,  who  is  there  that  could  not  drop  his  penny 
every  Sunday  morning  into  a  little  charity  box  for  this 
pnrpose  ?  It  is  not  want  of  means  which  really  con- 
stitutes the  difficulty ;  there  is  no  charity  in  giving  of 
our.  superfluities;  the  essence  of  .charity  consists  in 
*e\f-$enial,  and  who  l)ut  would  deny  himself  some 
trjfljjig  luxury  in  order  to  solace  his  afflicted  brother  ? 


To  my  brother  subscribers,  let  is*  ask,  da  you  do 
your  utmost  ?  Cannot  your  amount  of  subscription 
be  double  without  any  eeriom  prmtatim  t  Let  us 
remember  that  we  are  only  stewards  of  the  goods  of 
Providence— that  we  are  called  upon  to  cultivate  those 
goods — and  that  a  rich  reward  is  promised  to  those 
who,  upon  just  principles,  feed  the  hungry,  clothe  the 
naked,  minister  to  the  sick,  relieve  the  fatherless 
and  the  widow,  succour  the  stranger,  and  pour  the 
balm  of  consolation  into  the  heart  of  the  wounded. 
Let  me  then  entreat  you,  for  the  sake  of  our  suffer- 
ing brethren,  for  your  own  sake,  and  for  the  sake  of 
our  common  Christianity,  according  to  your  real 
power,  to  augment  your  subscription  in  aid  of  so 
Godlike  an  institution. 

Faithfully  yours, 

W.  NEWNHAM. 

Farnham,  September  10, 1844. 


SIR  JAMES  GRAHAM'S  MEDICAL  BILL. 
HEREFORD  MEETING. 

TO  THR-  EDITOR  Of  THE  PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL   AND 


8UROICAL  JOURNAL. 


Sir, 


I  have  the  honour  to  convey  to  you  the  unanimous 
thanks  of  a  public  meeting  of  the  medical  practitioners 
of  the  city  and  county  of  Hereford,  for  the  very  able 
manner  in  which  you  have  advocated  the  cause  of  the 
medical  profession.  And,  in  accordance  with  resolution 
eleventh,  I  herewith  forward  to  you  the  proceedings  of 
the  meeting,  and  request  in  its  name  the  favour  of  their 
insertion  in  your  columns  at  as  early  an  opportunity 
as  may  be  convenient. 

I  remain  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  GRAVES  BULL. 
Hon.  Secretary. 
Hereford,  Sept.  17, 1844. 


,  A  public  meeting  of  the  Medical  Profession  of  the 
ity  and  county  of  Hereford  was  held  at  the  General 
Infirmary,  in  that  city,  on  Monday,  the  16th  instant, 
to  take  into  consideration  the  provisions  of  the  new 
jjledical  Bill,  recently  introduced  by  Sir  James  Graham 
into  the  House  of  Commons,  to  frame  a  petition  against 
its  objectionable  points,  and  to  take  such  other  steps 
ss  might  be  deemed  necessary  to  oppose  them  in  the 
best  and  most  efficient  manner : — Dr.  Bleeke  Lye  in 
the  chair. 

Upwards  of  forty  medical  practitioners  were  present, 
and  letters  or  communications  were  read  or  made  from 
several  other  gentlemen,  regretting  their  inability  to 
attend  on  the  present  occasion,  but  folly  concurring 
in  the  objects  for  which  the  meeting  was  called. 

Among  the  gentlemen  present  were  Drs.  Lye, 
Gilliland,  Glasspoole,  and  Morris,  of  Hereford ;  Dr. 
Davis,  of  Presteign;  Dr.  Strong,  of  Ross;  Dr. 
Turnbull,  of  Byford;.  Messrs.  Braithwaite,  Lingen, 
Cam,  Morris,  Price,  Archibald,  Barnard,  Bull,  Leake, 
Waudby,  and  Tucjcer  Price,  of  Hereford  ;  Messrs. 
Marshall  and  Biakely,  of  Kington j  Messrs.  Wood, 
Tanner,  and  Gwillim,  of  Ledbury ;  Mr.  Watling,  of 
^erainster  j  Messrs.  Barnett,  Jones,  and  Willmott, 
of  Rossi  Mr.  Wlrtcombe,  of  Presteign  i  Mr.  Millard, 


BIRMINGHAM  MEETING. 


efWUtehnrch;  Mr.  Lane,  ofOrosmoot;  Mr.  Giles,  of 
Byford  $  Mr.  Denham,of  Canon  Pyon ;  Mr.  Woodcock, 
of  Eardleley. 

We  regret  that  we  are  unable  to  insert  a  foil  account 
of  the  proceeding*,  the  following  are  the  more  impor- 
tant resolutions  adopted  by  the  meeting. , 

Proposed  by  G.  H.  Marshall,  Esq.,  Kington,  seconded 
by  Francis  Braithwaite,  Esq :  "  That  the  members  of 
the  medical  profession  present  at  this  meeting  having 
tad  under  their  consideration  '  a  Bill  for  the  better 
regnmtion  of  medical  practice  thronghont  the  United 
Kingdom,*  recently  introduced  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons by  Sir  James  Graham,  cannot  but  regard  its 
provisions  with  feelings  of  disappointment  and  alarm ; 
for  while  they  allow  that  the  establishment  of  a  Coun- 
cil of  Health,  and  an  improved  system  of  organisation 
for  the  entire  body  of  the  profession  are  much  to  be 
desired,  yet  they  consider  that  many  of  the  provisions 
by  which  these  objects  are  proposed  to  be  effected  are 
liable  to  great  objection,  and  that  the  repeal  of  all  the 
existing  protective  enactments,  without  the  substitu- 
tion of  others  in  their  place,  more  than  counterbalances 
any  beneficial  effects  which  such  an  improved  system 
might  be  calculated  to  produce." 

Proposed  by  James  Price,  Esq.,  Hereford,  seconded 
by  M.  A.  Wood,  Esq.,  Ledbury :  "luat  this  meeting 
deprecates  in  tbe  strongest  manner  possible  that  prin- 
ciple of  the  Bill,  which,  by  removing  the  stigma  of 
illegality  from  empiricism,  throws  open  the  practice 
of  medicine  to  every  unqualified  person,  as  a  measure 
diaastroue  of  the  public  welfare,  and  ruinous  to  the 
heat  interests  of  tie  profession;  inasmuch  as  it  Is  the 
existence  of  the  present  penalonactments  alone,  which, 
by  imposing  a  restraint  on  irregular  practice,  enables 
the  public  to  discriminate  more  readily  between  the 
properly  educated  man  and  the  empiric,  and  thus 
prevents  the  lower  classes  in  particular  from  being  the 
dqpes  of  a  false  and  dangerous  confidence  in  those 
who  are  utterly  unworthy  of  it." 

Proposed  by  T.  F.  Watling,  Esq.,  Leomimster, 
seconded  by  Charles  Lingen,  Esq.,  Hereford :  "That 
this  meeting  recognises  with  satisfaction  the  benefit 
which  has  accrued  to  the  great  body  of  the  profession, 
and  through  it  of  necessity  to  the  public  at  large,  from 
the  improved  course  of  study,  and  the  increased 
amount  of  qualification  required  by  the  Apothecaries' 
Company  in  tbe  candidates  for  their  license;  and,  there* 
fore  most  entirely  disapproves  of  the  repeal  of  the  Act 
of  1315,  unless  some  other  measures  are  enacted,  not 
only  to  ensure  a  still  further  improvement  in  the  system 
of  Medical  Education,  but  also  a  more  efficient  pro* 
taction  for  the  interests  of  those,  whp  at  a  great 
expenditure  of  time  and  money  have  already  qualified 
themselves  for  the  due  performance  of  the  responsible 
and  arduous  duties  which  devolve  on  the  practitioner 
of  medicine." 

Proposed  by  Henry  Graves  Bulli  Esq->  Hereford, 
seconded  by  Dr.  Glasspoofe,  Hereford  :  "That  tbe 
meeting  folly  admitting  the  want  of  a  general  Council 
of  Health,  as  well  as  of  a  more  perfect  organisation  of 
the  medical  profession,  arid  equally  sensible  of  the 
beneficial  result  likely  to  follow  their  Introduction,  can- 
not but  view  with  anxiety  the  manner  in  which  these 
Object*  are  proposed  to  be  carried  out  In  the  present 
BiU  j  an?  mom  especially  mo  annotate  frowcr  which 
it  vcsey&feibe  6ov«rndmttt»  by  #ving  to  if  dm  appoint* 


meat  Of  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  first  Council,  and 
the  absence  of  any  gusrrantee  that  the  interests  of  that 
great  body  of  the  profession,  the  general  practitioners, 
shall  be  in  any  way  represented  therein.'' 

Proposed  by  Dr.  Strong,  Ross,  seconded  by  Dr. 
Glasspoole,  Hereford,  and  carried  unanimously :  "  That 
the  following  Petition  when  signed  by  the  members  of 
the  medical  profession  of  the  city  of  Hereford ;  of  the 
towns  of  Bromyard,  Kington,  Ledbury,  Leominster. 
Ross,  and  Weobly,  in  the  county  of  Hereford ;  and  of 
the  adjoining  districts  in  the  same  county,  be  forwarded 
to  the  Members  for  the  city  and  county  for  presenta- 
tion to  the  House  of  Commons.  And  in  the  event  of 
the  Bill  reaching  the  House  of  Lords,  that  a  similar 
Petition  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  the  County,  for  presentation  to  that  House."— (A 
petition  embodying  the  preceding  resolutions  was 
then  read  to  the  meeting,  and  afterwards  signed  by 
the  gentlemen  present) 

Proposed  by  Dr.  Edward  Morris,  Hereford,  seconded 
by  John  Tanner,  Esq.,  Ledbury,  and  carried  unani- 
mously :  "  That  the  following  gentlemen— Dr. 
Gilliland  and  Francis  Braithwaite,  Esq.,  with  the 
Chairman,  (Dr.  Bleeke  Lye,)  and  Honorary  Secretary, 
(Henry  Graves  Bull,  Esq.,)  be  appointed  a  deputation 
to  wait  on  Messrs.  Give  and  Pulsford,  the  Members 
of  Parliament  for  the  City,  and  on  Messrs.  Hoskins, 
Bailey,  and  Baskerville,  the  Members  for  the  County 
of  Hereford,  in  behalf  of  the  Medical  Practitioners 
of  the  City  and  County  of  Hereford,  for  the  purpose 
of  drawing  their  attention  more  particularly  to  the 
injurious  tendency  of  the  BiU ;  to  place  the  petition 
in  their  hands,  and  to  request  them  to  use  their  best 
exertions  for  its  success." 

Proposed  by  Wm.  Denham,  Esq.,  Pfcro,  seconded  by 
Thos.  Cam,  Esq.,  Hereford, and  carried  unanimously: 
*  That  T.  F.  Watling,  and  Thomas  Burlton,  Esnrs* 
of  Leominster,  be  appointed  to  wait  on  Messrs. 
Arkwright  and  Greenaway,  the  Members  for  that 
borough,  from  the  same  body,  and  for  the  same  pur- 
poses as  specified  in  the  last  resolution." 

Proposed  by  Samuel  Millard,  Esq.,  Whitchurch, 
seconded  by  Charles  Lingen,  Esq.,  Hereford,  and 
carried  unanimously :  "  That  this  meeting  do  resolvt 
itself  into  an  Association  of  the  Medical  Practitioners 
of  the  City  and  County  of  Hereford,  to  be  called 
'  The  Herefordshire  Medical  Association,'  for  the  pur- 
pose of  watching  over  and  protecting  the  interests  of 
the  Profession,  until  they  cease  to  be  threatened  in 
any  such  manner  as  they  are  in  the  present  Bill ;  with 
the  same  constitution  as  at  present." 


MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  ASSOCIATION, 
BIRMINGHAM. 

The  first  meeting  o£  the  Council  of  the  Medical  and 
Surgical  Association  at  Birmingham  was  held  on 
Tuesday,  September  17th,  in  tbe  hall  at  Queen's 
College :— Dr.  Male,  President  of  the  Association,  in 
the  chair. 

Amongst  the  memuera  present  were— Dr.  James 
Johnstone,  senior  physician  of  the  General  Hospital ; 
Dr.  Birt  DarleS,  senior  {myeidah  of  the  Queen's 
Hospital;  Dr/BeU  Fletcher,  senior  physician  of  the 
Dispensary;  Dr.  Efcctee,  physician  Of  the  General 
Hospital;    Dt;  Percy,  phytic***  'of   the   Queen* 
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Hospital;  Dr. Wright,  physician  of  the  Dispensary; 
WBUam  Sands  Cox,  Esq.,  senior  surgeon  of  the 
Queen's  Hospital;  Edward  T.  Cos,  Esq.,  senior 
surgeon  of  the  Town  Infirmary;  Mr.  J.  Elkingtou, 
senior  surgeon  of  she  Dispensary;  Mr.  Francis 
Elftmnrton,  surgeon  of  the  Lying-in  Hospital;  Mr.  S. 
A.  Amphlett,  surgeon  of  the  General  Hospital ;  Mr. 
G.  B.  Knowles  and  Mr.  L.  Parker,  surgeons  of  the 
Queen's  Hospital;  Mr.  Holbeehe  and  Mr.  Harmar, 
surgeons  of  the  General  Dispensary ;  Mr.  Green  and 
Mr.  Berry,  surgeons  of  the  Town  Infirmary ;  Mr.  Pye 
H.  Chavasse;  Mr.  J.  Danes,  senior,  Colesbill;  Mr. 
Freer  Proud,  Wolverhampton ;  Mr.  J.  P.  Oates, 
Sutton;  Mr.  J.  Barker,  ColeshiU;  Mr.  C.  Hoskios, 
BUston ;  Mr.  W.  S.  Underbill,  Tipton ;  Mr.  J.  Davies, 
Great  Bridge. 

The  esteemed  president  opened  at  length  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  meeting  by  a  clear  exposition  of  the 
injurious  effects  which  the  proposed  enactments  of  Sir 
James  Graham's  bill  would  have,  not  only  on  the 
profession,  but  more  especially  on  the  community  at 
Urge. 

The  council  then  proceeded  to  take  into  considera- 
tion a  code  of  rules  and  regulations  submitted  by  the 
Honorary  Secretary,  William  Sands  Cox,  Esq.,  having 
for  their  object  the  protection  of  the  public,  the  pro- 
nation of  fair  and  honourable  practice  in  the  profes- 
sion, and  for  opposing  and  discountenancing  all 
practices  that  may  have  a  tendency  to  bring  the  pro- 
fession into  discredit  or  lessen  its  respectability;  to 
arbitrate  between  its  members,  end  to  expel  any 
member  who  shall  be  proved  to  be  guilty  of  irregular 
and  unprofessional  conduct. 

On  the  motion  of  Edward  J.  Cox,  Esq.,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Pye  H.  Chavasse,  the  rules  and  regulations  were 
unanimously  carried. 

On  the  motion  of  Dr.  Wright,  seconded  by  Mr.  T- 
Green,  Dr.  Birt  Davies  was  unanimously  appointed  the 
Treasurer. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Da  vies,  sen.,  Colesbill, 
seconded  by  Mr.  G.  B.  Knowles,  Dr.  James  Johnstone, 
senior  f physician  of  the  General  Hospital,  Dr.  Birt 
Dnvies,  senior  physician  of  the  Queen's  Hospital,  Dr. 
Bell  Fletcher,  senior  physician  of  the  Dispensary, 
Dr.  Wright,  Mr.  Thomas  Cbavasse,  Mr.  Thomas 
Green,  and  the  Honorary  Secretary,  William  Sands 
Cox,  Esq.,  were  appointed  a  sub-committee  to  report 
on  Sir  James  Graham's  Bill,  with  power  to  sdd  to 
their  numbers. 

The  meeting  was  then  adjourned. 

Upwards  of  one  hundred  leading  members  of  the 
profession  of  the  town  and  neighbourhood  have  already 
joined  the  Association. 


KIDDERMINSTER  MEETING. 

A  general  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  medical 
profession  of  this  town  and  neighbourhood  took  place 
in  the  Board  Room  of  the  Dispensary  on  Monday 
week,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  objectionable 
clauses  of  the  above  measure. 

Henry  Homfinsy,  Esq.,  of  Broad ws^ers.  House,  in  the 
chair. 

Mr.  Cole, of  Bewdley,  in  rising' to, mote  the  first 
ty solution,  ssid  that,  in  common  with  other  members 
+fthe  medical  profession,  he  test  great  interest  in  the 
fUseysHiig  of  the  Govufusnent,  as  expressed  hi,  th* 


hill  of  Sir  James  Graham.  Whilst  he  sjflsnotsj)  of 
those  pacts  of  the  bin*  which  tended  to  onuabjs*  the 
general  system  of  education  in  the  various  cottage*  and 
universities,  he  felt  great  concern  at  the :  proposed 
repeal  of  the  Apothecaries*  Act— an  enactment  which 
had  conferred  more  important  benefits  upon  the  pro* 
ession  and  public  than  any  other  legislative  measure 
that  had  ever  been  passed.  Dr.  Kidd,  Regius-  Pro- 
fessor of  Medicine  in  the  University  of  Oxford,  an 
important  authority  in  these  matters,  speaking  on  the 
subject,  had  said— M  The  character  of  the  general 
practitioner,  since  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  IfttS,  hstt 
undergone  a  thorough  change.  Before  that  time  It 
had  often  been  his  lot  to  meet  in  consultation  men 
without  any  qualification  at  all,  and,  as  a  matter  Of 
course,  he  found  that  everything  they  had  done  had 
been  to  no  purpose.  Of  late  years,  however,  when 
called  upon,  he  found  little  to  do  or  suggest,  but 
merely  to  approve  what  had  been  done  before." 
(Cheers.)  The  opinion  of  such  a  man  as  Dr.  Kidd 
was  calculated  to  have  a  great  effected  it  was  for  that 
reason  that  he  mentioned  it.  He  should  only  add  the 
expression  of  his  strong  conviction  that  if  the  Apothe- 
caries' Act  were  repealed,  without  the  substitution  of 
some  other  measure,*  offering  still  greater  protection, 
irretrievable  mischief,  both  to  the  public  and  the.  pro- 
fession, would  certainly  ensue.  (Cheers.)  It  was, 
therefore,  .with  great  pleasure  that  he  moved  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  i—-"  That  whilst,  on  the  one  hand, 
this  meeting  bails  with  satisfaction  many  psrts  of  Sir 
James  Graham's  pxtmosndnieseure  of  Medical  Reform, 
it  views  with  the  deepest  concern,  on  the  other,  his 
statement  on  introducing  the  subject  of  that  sstssure 
to  the  House  of  Commons,  4  That  quackery  count  not 
be  put  down  by  legislation/  and  is  decidedly  Of  opinion 
that  any  reform,  such  as  the  unconditional '  repeal 'df 
the  Apothecaries'  Act,  would  be  ruinous  to  a  vast  mass 
of  the  profession,  and  fraught  with  great  danger  aha* 
injury  to  the  public." 

The  motion  was  seconded  by  Dr.  Roden  and  earned 
unanimously.  .  rf 

Moved  by  Mr.  Bradley,  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
Joiham :  "  That  as  the  daily  .experience  of  medical  men 
shows  that  the  great  bulk  of  the  public,  (including  not 
only  the  poor,  bnt  also,  in  numerous  instances*  the 
middle  and  higher  classes,)  either  cannot  or  will  not 
discriminate  between  the  regularly  edncated  preen* 
tfcmer  and  the  pretender  to  the  same  knowledge,  this 
meeting  is  of  opinion  that  the  medical  man,  who  Is 
required  by  law  to  undergo  a  protracted  and  expensive 
education,  and  to  obtain  by  rigorous  examinations 
letters  testimonial  of  his  fitness  to  practice  his  profes- 
sion, should  by  the  same  law  also  be  protected  from 
any  invasion  of  his  hardly-earned  rights  by  the  illegal 
practitioner.  This  meeting  is  further  of  opinion  that 
nothing  short. of  summary  punishment,  by  fine  or 
otherwise,  on  conviction  before  the  magistrates  where 
such  occurrences  happens,  will  remedy  this  crying  evil, 
both  to  her  Majesty's  subjects  and  the  profession/' 

Mr.  Thnrsfieid  said,  before  the  resolution  was  put 
to  the  meeting,  he  would,  with  permission  fjmsn  the 
chair,  oner  a  few  oJssenrfrtiout  noon  it.  During  a 
rssnUnoe  of  epwnrde  of  thirteen  years  In  the  sova»  an 
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Ike  canacity  of  surgeon  to  the  Boor-hones  end  Union, 
he  bad  often  been  called  upon  to  attend  persons  suffer- 
ing from  the  ill-treatment  of  unqualified  practitioners; 
and  in  three  instances  he  had  had  to  attend  investiga- 
tions before  the  coroner,  wherein  death  had  been 
ceased  solely  through  the  malpractices  of  unqualified 
persons.  One  of  these  was  s  midwifery  case,  in  which 
death  was  found  to  have  resulted  from  extensive 
laceration,  caused  by  the  improper  use  of  instruments 
and  the  absorption  of  morbid  matter,  consequent  on  the 
sloughing.  The  man  was  not  a  medical  practitioner, 
but  he  passed  himself  off  as  such,  and  this  poor 
woman  believed  his  assertions.  Strange  to  say,  the 
jury  believed  the  reason  this  man  assigned  for  the 
patient's  death,  which,  it  were  needless  to  say  was  an 
incorrect  one ;  and  though  be  showed  before  them  the 
grossest  ignorance  of  even  the  terms  he  used,  and 
stated  that  thinking  the  illness  was  from  gonorrhea,  he 
had  used  mercury  extensively,  they  found  a  verdict 
that  the  patient  died  from  natural  causes,  and  contented 
themselves  with  reprimanding  the  man  and  dsnuurging 
him.  Another  case  occurred  in  Bladkwell  Street,  of 
even  a  worse  character,  with  the  same  result  The 
same  person  attended  another  woman :  and  when  he 
(Mr.  Tnursfield)  was  subsequently  called  in,  he  found 
thst  she  had  been  in  labour  four  day$!  Her  case 
had  been  declared  by  this  man  to  be  one  of  great 
difficulty,  and  he  had  declined  calling  in  a  medical 
practitioner,  saying  it  was  useless  to  do  so,  as  the 
woman  must  die  \  The  fact  was,  however,  that  the 
case  was  not  by  any  means  a  difficult  one,  for  the 
woman  was  safely  delivered  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
after  his  (Mr.  T.'s)  attendance.  In  another  instance, 
an  unqualified  practitioner  was  called  in  to  attend  a 
poor  girl  suffering  from  dysentery  and  hemorrhage 
from  the  bowels.  He  came,  and  by  his  statement 
found  her  fainting  on  the  night  chair;  and  what  was 
his  treatment?  Why,  he  bled  her,  and  the  operation 
being  scarcely  finished,  she  died.  The  jury,  however, 
suffered  such  conduct  to  pass  without  animadversion ; 
the  coroner  observing  that  it  was  not  for  him  to  enquire 
into  the  qualifications  of  a  medical  practitioner ;  it  wag, 
for  the  jury  to  say  whether  tbey  were  satisfied  with  the 
evidence  they  had  heard,  and  their  verdict  must  be 
in  accordance  with  it.  He  could  inform  the  meeting 
of  other  cases  of  infamous  treatment  by  uneducated 
practitioners — one  of  which,  however,  would  suffice. 
A  patient  for  a  simple  attack  of  tic  douloureux  bad  been 
bled  four  timet,  and  though  receiving  proper  medical 
attendance  afterwards,  he  was  unable  for  months  and 
months  to  return  to  his  labour.  After  this,  who,  be 
would  ask,  was  the  sufferer  ?  Was  it  the  medical  man  ? 
No— certainly  not— but  the  the  pubiic.  He  considered 
it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  profession  to  inform  the 
public  what  danger  they  incurred  from  employing 
unqualified  men. 

This  resolution  having  been  carried,  it  was  moved  by 
Dr.  Roden  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Taylor,  "That  this 
meeting  views  with  disapprobation  the  proposed  con- 
stitution of  the  'Council  of  Health  and  Medical 
Education,'  as  not  being  likely  to  possess  the  confi- 
dence of  the  profession  ;  and  that  this  meeting  cannot 
refrain  from  expressing  its  surprise  and  regret  that  no 


ton* 

to  the* 
•f  ties 


is,  by  this  bill, 
appointed  on  the  ssaee." 
It  was  afterwards  resolved  that  a 
of  freunttns  embodying  the 
should  be  drawn  up  and  n 
appointed  to  watch  the  progress  of  8ir  Ji 
BUI. 


WINCHESTER  MEETING. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Medical  Practitioners  in  Win* 
cheater,  held  at  the  County  Hospital,  Sept.  17, 1844, 
present :  Dr.  Phillips,  Dr.  Crawford,  Dr.  Harris,  W.  N. 
Wickham,  Esq.,  C.  Mayo,  Esq.,  W.  J.  Wickham,  Esq, 
W.  N.  Nicholas,  Esq.,  Arthur  Paul,  Esq. ;  Dr.  Phillips 
in  the  chair : — 

It  was  resolved  that  it  is  desirable  that  a  general 
meeting  of  the  Medical  Practitioners  of  this  county 
should  be  convened,  with  a  view  to  discuss  the  pro- 
visions of  a  Bill,  recently  proposed  to  Parliament  by 
Sir  James  Graham,  intitled  "A  Bill  for  the  better 
regulation  of  Medical  Practice  throughout  the  United 
Kingdom." 

That  the  Medical  Practitioners  of  Hampshire  be 
invited  to  meet  at  the  Town-hall,  in  this  city,  on 
Thursday,  the  3d  of  October  next,  at  twelve  o'clock  at 
noon,  for  the  above  purpose. 


PROVINCIAL   MEDICAL   AND    SURGICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 

SUFFOLK     BRANCH. 

A  Special  General  Meeting  of  the  Members  of  the 
above  Society,  and  of  the  profession  generally,  residing 
in  the  county,  will  be  held  at  the  New  Assembly  Room, 
Ipswich,  on  Friday,  the  4th  of  October  next,  to  take 
into  consideration  a  bill  lately  introduced  into  the 
House  of  Commons,  by  Sir  James  Graham,  Bart, 
entiled  a  "  Bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  Medical 
Practice  throughout  the  United  Kingdom."  The  chair 
will  be  taken  at  two  o'clock  precisely. 

C.  R.  BREE,  Hon.  Sec. 

Stowmarket,  September  12, 1844. 

SHROPSHIRE   AND   NORTH  WALES  BBANCH. 

A  meeting  of  the  members  of  this  branch,  to  take 
into  consideration  Sir  James  Graham's  Medical  Bill, 
will  be  held  on  Tuesday,  October  1,  at  3  p.m.,  st 
the  Lion  Hotel,  Shrewsbury. 

THOMAS  J.  DRURY,  M.D.,?  c^,—*-^ 
JAMES  BRATTON,  $  aecreoine»- 

Shrewsbury,  April  23, 1844. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Communications  have  been  received  from  Mr.  Dayman; 
Dr.  Beddome;  Medicus;  Mr.  Sands  Cox;  Dr. 
E.  D.  Walker;  Mr.  J.  C.  Davie;  Dr.  Bell  Fletcher; 
Mr.  G.  Bulmer;  Dr.  McEgan  ;  Mr.  Crosse. 

We  are  compelled  to  postpone  notices  of  the  Hastings, 
Leeds,  Liverpool,  Norwich,  and  other  Meetings, 
until  next  week. 

It  is  requested  that  all  letters  and,  communicaUons  he 
sent  to  Dr.  Streeten,  Foregate  Street,  Worcester* 
Parcels,  end  books  for  review,  may  he  addressed  to 
the  Editor  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  care  of  Mr.  Churchill,  Princes  Street,  Soho. 
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CLINICAL  .LECTURES    ON    DISLOCATIONS, 
JXRHVEH&D    AT    T«£    CHARING    CROSS 
HMPJTAL.    SUAHfU  SESSION,  1844. 
By  HskkY  Hahoock,  Esq.,  Surgeon  to  the  HoepttaL 

Lscturx  in. 
...Qas^in^jsnca^^  described  to  you 

the  vario^stnicjnrce  which  enter  into  the^/wination 
of;,  tfc%  joints^  h*nw  pointe*  oat  to,  you  their  <?harw;- 
|«KJ^>Uf«itk^.M^(BO^«»^l  will  now  pass  en  to 
tjMconqo>r*tJ0a,of;  tity*  »«ciflenW  occurring  to  joints 
wfetre^  from  tfcartfcuj|ar  surfaces,  of  the,  jboncs  being 
^Qfqedoot  of  lt^ek;pioperi  situation,  they -cjxujtitot* 
Ihafe  (qhd  or  snarim  of  mischief  called;*  dislocation* 

s^^wpew^^Pt  je*»*T  nw»'  ^■wi'''*v«wV'ii'jwew*  ■^^■^p~*— 
Ins  to  nw.dintt  of  flisnlaanmfinf  the  violence  done  to 
the  ■oft  nasta  »and  aha,  condition  .o£>  she  bones*.  Hence 
tMR^W,«|eM  fWWl#^  incomplete,  duple,  com- 
pound,  end  complicated. 

t  A  complete  dislocation  U  where  the  articulating 
process  of  one  bone  la  entirely  thrown  out  of  its'  natural 
situation,  ao  as  no  longer  to  be  in  contact  Witlj  the 
articular  surface  with  which  it  U  oaturaliy  connected. 
The.  head  of  the  humerus  is  thrown  into  tike  axilla,  ft 
know  no  longer  in  contact  with  tf»c  glenoid;  cavity  or* 
die  acapnia,  It  of *  completely  dislocated.'*  fin  incom- 
plete dislocation  is  when  the  articular  surfaces,  although 
to  a  certain  extent  displaced,  remain  partially  in.  con- 
tact, funs  the  upper  extremity  of  the  tibia  is  some- 
times thrown  inwards,  so  that  the  internal  condyle  of 
the  femur,  rests  upon  the  outer  articulating  facet  on 
file  head  of  the  former  bone.  Here  there  is  a  mere 
partial  displacement,  an  "  incomplete  dislocation,"  by 
some  called  a  subluxation. 

A  simple  dislocation  is  when  there  is  merely  a  dis- 
placement of  articular  surfaces  without  any  wound}  hot 
where  there  is,  in  addition  to  the  displacement,  a  wound 
extending  directly  from  the  surface  into  the  cavity  of 
the  Joints  or,  in  other  words,  where,  by  means  of  the 
Wound,  there  is  a  direct  communication  between  the 
njr  and  the  Joint ;  tine  constitutes  u  a  coinpoumd  dfslo. 


ous  and  dangerous  to  the  patient,' and  istimn  a>M 
pound  complicated  dislocation/*  .new ate,  sJseY 
distinctions  depending  -  on  ctr^emnajtaajbajs,  'an  "*to 
dnVlacement  bemr  *>*>  *  consequence  -of 
wncsner  i»  nes  ocevma  uuui  w  nam* 

me  parts,  in  #hie*  latter  Instance  »frcasset  * 
s^rftaMMoeatkm."  ixtsocte  oases,  e«a^t*i» 


A  complicated  dislocation  Is  where  the  disjnaeement 
of  the  articulating  surfaces  or  pMeesnm  »  axoonvpaiifad 
by  a  fracture  of  one  or  both  of  the  bones.  Thus,  a 
man  falls  down  and  twists  ma  settle.  He  fractures  his 
fibula  and  dislocates  the  tibia  from  the  astragalus,  he 
has  recerfed  a  ^  complicated  4Ubo*km."  Wlsmams 
occurs,  without  any  wound  in  the  shin,  it  is  a  a  simple 
complicated  dfcttocation,"  but  when,  as  frequently 
takes  place,  the  internal  malleohia  is  forced  through 
the  tetes^ment,theacc«sntisvcrymnoh  more  ami. 
Ho.  87,  October  2,1*44, 


hone  trfriavm  into  another  shmutea  ahnn-that;  men 
It  was  thfcowo  nt  tlmttmeef  those  aidant,  I'wUs 
occurs  in  the  ahewhfer  Jen***  tt*  heed  cf 
tin  humerus  far  thrown  into  ^  axllU/ bt*v by>m» 
aetum  of  the  nmeeftnv,  or  the  W4Stoc*i  attempts'** 
re*uetkm,a*T»sitkm  wffi  Wdnun)M,ajid  the>leml 
of  the  bone  placed  under  tliepecn)ranu'mWnnYenm 
latter  position'  being  consecutive,  and  not  depemfehs> 
upon  the  original  accident 

The  dislocations  to  which  I  shall  first  allude,  are 
those  of  the  shoulder  joint.  These  accidents  frequent!* 
occur,  and  when  the  patient  is  very  stout,  or  wnerl 
some  time-has  elapsed  since  the  leceipt'of  the  mischief 
before  you  ar*  consulted,  yon  wilt  <Vcaa1tmiWyfreVTe 
considerable  *a  difficulty  in*  detftnilnnSg  *ite  eJLtent^mnl 
nature,  umcM/you  nave  previously  stmneu  tner  swejoet 
%fth  great  attention/ 

The  shoulder,  conadcredas WartieuUtionJ  til  Wot 
the  weakest  Joints  in  the  whole  body.  .  1>e  pHtt^at 
object  in  its  construction  evidently  being  to  cottfei*the 
greatest  possible  latitude  for  motion,  an  oo*ebt  ettamed 
at  the  expense  of  stieiigth  and  Sc4m*y.  At  tlaJetsm 
of  the  joint  is  exceedinglywett  adapted  to  itefhncsjsjnsj^ 
eonsistingofn  sphericattsil  or  head,  which  feVofVua 
upon  nearly  a  flat  surface,  but  the  sfrens^  and  seildily 
of  the"  articulation  depend  entirely  upon*  fne  i 
which  immediately  surround  It,-  infaendnr  He  i 
^teents,  and  under  ordinary  eveumstsnees  ^rendering'  it 
sufficiently  secure.  ■  As  these,  however;  ore  fotuntury 
n|U86les,  subject  to  the  caprices  of  the  wfll,  it  is  i 
that  in  momenta  of  forgetfolnessv  or  nmf 
violence,  or  where  an  individual  launder  the  infhtence 
•f  intoxication,  this  security  amounts  to  little  or 
nothing,  and  hence  we  find  the  liability  to  dHoeattoa 
is  pretty  well  m  ratio  to  the  freedom  of  motion  with 
which  the  Joint  is  endowed. 

4»efoiitre/fj»e/»tt^^ 
>nntis  formed  by1  the  head  of  the  hdmerttsand  flat 
gfenoHi  cavity  or  tot  scapula,    ine  scapunv  extremny 
of  me  nrnnenei  tr  thw  largest  pert  oT'  that  Bttne,  ami 


me  vrgesi  or  wmen  aroem* 
latmwithtiiescapum.    It  u  covered  wM  eajf^sawef 
at  the  a^vjftaateaansaaif 
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inn  gradually  thinner  toward*  the  circumference.  The 
head  of  the  humerus  represents  a  hemisphere,  and  is 
proportionably  larger  in  infants  than  in  adults.  Its 
axis  directed  obliquely  forwards,  outwards,  and  down- 
wards, forms  a  curve  in  uniting  with  the  humerus,  and 
appears  longer  internally  and  posteriorly.  At  the  point 
of  this  union  there  is  a  circular  depression  or  fissure, 
increasing  in  depth  towards  this  last  situation,  and  con- 
atttutiug  the  true  "anatomical  neck."  In  some  indi* 
v*duals  the  head  of  the  humerus  remains  for  a  long 
period  in  a  state  of  epiphysis,  and  is  therefore  liable  to 
be  broken  off ;  but  this  is  an  extremely  rare  accident. 

We  cannot  new  this  process  without  being  struck 
with  the  great  irregularity  in  siae  between  it  and  its 
receptacle  on  the  scapula.  In  the  preparations  before* 
you,  taken  from  the  same  subject,  the  articulation  on 
the  bead  of  the  humerus  measures  two  inches  and  a 
ajuanter  in  diameter,  and  two  inches  and  three  quarters 
from  above  downwards,  whereas  the  glenoid  cavity  only 
sneasorus  about  an  inch  across,  and  an  inch  and  a  half 
from  above  downwards,  so  that  but  comparatively  a 
small  surface  of  the  former  is  in  contact  with  the  latter 
et.any  one  time.  This  arrangement  certainly  endows 
the  part  with  great  latitude  of  motion,  but  it  is  evident 
tbftt  in  mostdirectkms  the  bones  themselves  present  no 
obstacles  to  dislocation.  The  other  two  eminences  are 
be  M  greater  and  lesser  tuberosities;"  they  are 
.anteriorly  and  externally  to  the  bead*  the 
r  tuberosity  placed  more  posteriorly,  is  rounded 
and  marked  by  three  surfaces,  the  upper  and  anterior 
of  which  gives  insertion  to  the  supra-spinatus,  the 
middle  to  the  infraspinatus,  and  the  inferior  and  pos- 
terior to  the  teres  minor,  muscles.  The  lesser  tube- 
nosity  m  much  narrower,  but  rather  more  prominent; 
fesjveja  insertion  to  the  subscapularis  muscle.  Between 
these  two  tuberosities,  and  extending  downwards  and 
•inwards*  is  the  bicipital  groove.  Externally,,  or  rather 
inferiofiy  to  these  three  eminences,  the  bone  becomes 
entailer,  and  receives  the  insertion  of  the  capsular  liga- 
ment of  the  Joint  This  part  of  the  bone  is  called  "  its 
surgical  neck/' 

T|te  glenoid  cavity  of  the  scapula  is  situated  on  the 
apex  of  the  triangle,  or  at  the  junction  between  the 
unncr  and  inferior  costs,  it  is  pear-shaped,  being 
nail  on •  i  at  its  upper  than  at  its  lower  portion,  having 
Us  greater  diameter  from  above  downwards.  It  is 
sosnawhat  concave,  but  so  slightly  so,  that  were  it  not 
for  additional  structures  it  would  present  an  almost 
plane  surface.  It  is  united  to  the  rest  of  the  bone  byj 
a  contracted  part  or  neck*  which  gives  attachment  to 
the  capsular  ligament  of  the  joint.  The  glenoid  cavity 
is  covered  with  articular  cartilage,  thinnest  in  the 
centre*  its  lip  or  surrounding  ridge  is  slso  invested  by 
a  bundle  of  dense  fihro-cartilage,  which  has  received 
the  name  of  glenoid  ligament;  the  cavity,  which  is 
materially  deepened  by  this  ligament,  is  rendered  still 
more  so  at  its  upper  part,  by  the  tendon  of  the  long 
head  of  the  biceps,  which  not  only  takes  an  insertion  at 
the  apex  of  the  cavity*  but  reaching  there,  splits  into 
.  turn  portions,  one  of  which  passes  down  on  either  side* 
becominf  attached  to  the  adenoid  Ugament  at  about  its 
upper  two  thirds.  Some  have  imagined  that  the 
gleonjfl  ligament  is  derived  from  the  fendon  of  the 
biceps,  hut  you  will  easUy.be  able  to  distinguish  the 
shining,  smooth,  glistening* .  straw-coloured  tendon* 
from  the  whiter  fibre-cartilage. 


At  the  upper  and  anterior  part  of  the  fjenoid  cavity 
is  the  coracoid  proems.  Hue  arises  from  the  superior 
costs  of  the  scapula,  as  far  back  as  the  supra-scsnalsr 
notch;  from  this  point  It  arches  forward!  and  oat- 
wards,  terminating  in  a  point,  and  it  gives  sttschmeot 
to  the  pecforalis  minor,  the  conco-brschialis,  and  the 
short  hesd  of  the  biceps  muscles ;  also  to  the  deltoid 
trapezoid  conoid,  accessory  cojraco-costei,  and  pos- 
terior coracoid  ligaments;  as  also  to  a  Ugament  stuck 
proceeds  to  the  edge  of  the  glenoid  cavity.  Ai  it 
arches  forwards,  it  presents  a  smooth  pulley-like 
surface  towards  its  root,  for  the  passsge  of  the  congre- 
gated fibres  of  the  subscapularis  muscle  to  the  lexer 
tubercle  of  the  humerus.  The  coracoid  process  coven 
and  protects  the  inner  side  of  the  joint;  it  support! 
the  acromial  end  of  the  clavicle,  and  with  the  deltoid 
ligament  and  acromial  process,  forms  die  protecting 
vault  or  roof  to  the  joint,  situated  about  an  inch  above 
the  glenoid  cavity.  Posteriorly  and  superiorly,  srisiag 
from  the  spine  of  the  scapula,  is  the  acromion.  This 
process,  which  is  flattened  in  a  contrary  direction  to 
that  of  the  spine,  is  of  great  importance  in  our  diag- 
nosis of  dislocations :  its  outer  surface,  directed  up- 
wards and  backwards,  is  convex  and  uneven,  sad  Bo 
immediately  below  the  skin,  so  that  its  whole  extent 
may  be  traced  by  the  finger ;  its  inner  or  ruferior  sur- 
face looks  downwards  and  forwards  on  -the  shoeJto 
joint.  Anteriorly  on  its  upper  margin  it  srfteuIsM 
with  the  clavicle,  giving  attachment  posteriorly  to  At 
trapezius  muscle ;  from  Its  lower  and  outer  edge  srhsj 
a  portion  of  the  deltoid  muscle,  whilst  its  summit  givet 
insertion  to  the  coraco-acromial  or  inVHoidngameiit 

The  bones  of  this  joint  are  articulated  by  a  capsular 
ligament  invested  on  its  inner  surface  by  synovisl 
membrane. 

The  synovial  membrane  invests  superiorly  the 
glenoid  cavity,  and  inferiorly  the  head  of  the  humerus; 
reflected  from  these  points  it  invests  the  tendon  of  tat 
subscapularis  muscle*  and  lines  the  capsular  ligament, 
separated  however  from  it  opposite  the  bicipital  groore, 
by  the  long  tendon  of  the  biceps  which  runs  between  the 
two,  being  more  or  less  covered  by  the  synovial  mem- 
brane, where  it  is  reflected  over  it,  after  lining  the  bicipital 
groove.  This  arrangement  enables  the  tendon  of  the 
biceps  to  move  with  great  freedom,  but  you  vast 
recollect  that  it  lies  external  not  internal  to  the  synovial 
membrane,  which  is  here  as  elsewhere,  a  shut  MCj 

As  I  have  shown  in  a  preceding  lecture*  the  ssapenw 
Ugament  of  the  shoulder  joint  is  very  loose  and  shaped 
like  a  barrel*  being  larger  in  the  middle  than  at  its 
extremities.  Its  superior  margin  arises  from  the  neck 
of  the  scapula  surrounding  the  glenoid  cavity,  except- 
ing at  its  upper  sad  anterior  portion,  where  it  » 
attached  to  the  ligament  which  I  have  already  pointed 
out  as  passing  from  the  coracoid  process  to  the.gleaoid 
cavity,  and  which  ligament  was  first  described  by  Sir 
A.  Cooper.  Its  inferior  margin  is  intimately  blended 
with  the  periosteum  surrounding  the  rurgicsl  neck 
of  the  humerus,  excepting  where  the  long  hesd  of 
the  biceps  enters  the  bicipital  groove.  The  capsular 
ligament  therefore  contains  within  it  the  glenoid 
cavity  of  the  scapula,  the  head  and  greater  sad 
lesser  tubercles  of  the  humerus,  but  it  is  perforated  by 
the  tendons  of  the  muscles  which  pass  to  be  inserted 
into  the  two  latter  eminences.  It  is  not  of  wjfef* 
thickness  throughout;  it  is  consitea^lyy 
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by  the  tendons  of  the  different  muscles  becoming  as  it 
were  incorporated  with  it,  whilst  its  thickness  is  also 
increased  by  the  coraco-humeral  or  accessory  'figa* 
meat,  which,  arising  from  the  outer  edge  of  the 
ooracoid  process  mixes  with  the  fibres  of  the  capsular 
ligament,  and  becomes  attached  with  the  tendon  of  the 
inrra-sp'inattis  muscle  to  the  greater  tubercle  of  the 
humerus.  The  capsular  ligament  is  also  very  strong 
between  the  subscapuiaris  and  teres  minor  muscles. 

The  shoulder  joint,  as  has  been  before  observed, 
depends  for  its  strength  upon  the  muscles  which  sur- 
round it.  These  are  powerful,  some  being  inserted 
Into  the  joint  itself  or  rather  the  head  of  the  humerus, 
whilst  others,  though  acting  upon  the  articulation  and 
influencing  its  motions,  are  inserted  at  a  considerable 
distance  from  it.  Sir  A.  Cooper,  in  bis  work  on  dis- 
locations, has  arranged  these  muscles  into  two  classes, 
viz.,  those  of  protection  to  the  joint  and  those  influenc- 
ing the  motions  of  the  joint.  In  the  former  he  places 
the  supra-spihatus,  infra-spinatus,  teres  minor,  and 
subscapuiaris  muscles ;  in  the  latter  the  deltoid,  coraco- 
brachialis  and,  teres  major. 

(  The  supra-sninatua  muscle,  arising  from  the.  scapula 
above  the  spinous  process,  fills  up  .the  fossa  of  that 
name.  Firmly  bound  down  by  dense  fascia,  its  fibres 
pass  forward  and  outwards  beneath  the  acromio- 
clavicular arch,  and  covering  the  head  of  the  humerus, 
perforates  the  capsular  ligament,  and  is  inserted  with 
the  upper  surface  of  the  greater  tubercle.  If  you 
examine  the  dried  bones  you  will  observe  that  to 
•arrive  at  its.  destination  the  muscle  has  to  rise  over  a' 
decided  eminence  formed  by  tne  roof  of  die  acromial 
process. :  tins  affords  an  additional  reason  why  fibres' 
of  the  supta-spmatos  muscle  are  lacerated  in  dislocation 
downwards,  or  into  the  axilla;  *  The  'infra-spinatus 
muscte  ft  attached  td  the  fossa,  which  it  fills,  covered 
By  the 'deltoid  and  also  bound  down  by  dense  fascia. 
neflfaresr  converge  and  terminate  in  a  tendon,  which, 
passing  upwards  and  outwards  beneath  the  acromion, 
approaches  the  supra-spinatus,  and  mingnng  with  the 
fibres  of  the  capsular  ligament,  is  finally  inserted  into 
the  middle  space  on  the  greater  tubercle  of  the 
humerus.  The  teres  minor  ascends  parallel  to  the 
mfra-sptnatus  beneath  the  deltoid:  it  arises  from  the 
depression  on  the  anterior  costs  of  the  acapnia,  and' 
adhering  firmly  to  the  capsular  figament,  is*  inserted 
btto  <die  inferior  depression  on  the  tubercle  of  the 
humerus.  Hie  subscapuiaris  occupies  the  venter  of  - 
the  scapula,  from  which  it  arises  in  distinct  bundles  of 
JasdcuH,  separated  and  bound  down  by  the  inter- 
muscular septa  and  aponeurosis.  They  converge' 
towards  the  neck  of  the  scapula,  separated  however 
AM  it  by  a  large  bursa  beneath  the  cbracoid  process 
arJdfcs  muscles,  and  terminate  in  a  strong  tendon 
which  penetrates  the  capsular  ligament  and  is  inserted 
into  the  leaser  tubercle  of  the  humerus. 
'  The  four  muscles  Which  I  have  just  enumerated  are 
of  the  greatest  importance.  We  have  already  seen 
that  the  head  of  the  humerus  is  so  large,  the  glenoid 
cavity  so  small  and  shallow,  and  the  capsular  ligament 
sb  loose,  that  some  other  aid  was  necessary  to  keep  the 
bones  in  apposition,  and  this  aid  we  find  afforded  by  the 
f  fa  question.  In  consequence  of  thdir  attach- 
l  to  tile  capsular  ligament  they  draW  that  membrane 
i  h^tween  the  bones  in  the  various  motions  of 
mwjejn*.    Not  only  so,  aJtaongh  chey  infl 


motions  to  a  great  degree,  as  I  shall  hereafter  haW 
occasion  to  point  out  to  you,  by  being  inserted  so 
immediately  into  the  head  of  the  humerus,  they  keep 
that  bone  well  up  in  the  glenoid  cavity,  in  this  way 
antagonising  the  other  muscles  of  the  joint,  which  being; 
inserted  at  a  greater  distance,  have  a  greater  tendency 
to  produce  disclocation.  You  frequently  observe  the 
importance  of  these  muscles  in  paralysis.  Here,  being 
deprived  of  their  nervous  stimulus,  they'  ho  longer 
retain  the  power  of  contraction,  and  consequently  can 
no  longer  support  or  'antagonize  the  weight  of 'the 
arm,  which  drops,  and  the  bone  becomes  either  partially 
or  completely  luxated.  Moreover,  try  the  experiment, 
in  the  dissecting  room.  Cut  through  die  muscleV 
which  surround  the  capsule  and  you  will  find  the  sarnie 
thing  occur,  thus  clearly  demonstrating  that  the' 
strength  of  the  joint,  the  approximation  of  the  bones 
as  well  ss  their  movements,  depend  entirely  on  the 
integrity  of  the  muscles  of  the  fart,  tint  other 
muscles  of  the  joint  are  the  deltoid,'  coraco-brachishs, 
long  head  of  the  biceps,  and  teres  major. 

The  deltoid  is  a  triangular  muscle,,  having  its  apex 
directed  downwards  towards  the  arm.  It  takes  its. 
origin  from  $ree  points,  posteriorly  from,  the  lower, 
edge  of  the  spine  of  the  scapula ;  ita  middle  fibres  from 
the  anterior  edge  of  the  acromion  process ;  and  ante- 
riorly from  the  outer  third  of  the  clavicle.  From  these  t 
points  the  fibres  converge  and  are  inserted,  into  a 
rough  surface  on  the  outer  side  of  the  humerus,  just 
above  ita  centre.  This  is  usually  considered  die, 
insertion  of  the  deltoid,  but  it  does  not  terminate  here, 
as  It  is  prolonged  downwards  aa  far  as  the 
condyle  of  the  iiumerns,  in  theftem  of.* 
intermuscular  septunu  Has  sauauM  covers  the  oora- 
coid process  and  the  other  muscles,  in  act  it  is  tin? 
capping  muscle  of  the  joint  j  its  under  surface  is 
tendinous  and  separated  from  the  capsular  ugasuent 
and  muscular  fasertions  by  t^erylara^ 
arrangement  it  is  enabled  to  act  without  any  incon- 
venience to  the  subjacent  parts. 

The  atrsjos>bradaisJis,  as  ita  name  implies,  emsmda, 
from  the  coracoid  process  to  the  os  humeri.  It  asies* 
from  the  fsrmes  in  connection  with,  the  short  hand  of 
the  biceps,  and  is  inserted  into  the  inner  aids  of  she, 
Utter  just- about  the  middle,  from  wfroopq  it  gives,  off 
the  internal  intermuscular  septum,  which  extnma>*o> 
the  inner  condyle.  Mt 

The  longhead  of  the  biceps  nets  snaeh  ineredsreetsy 
on  the  joint  than  the  last  muscle.  It  arises  from  m*t 
upper  extremity  of  the  glenoid  cavity;  hsvmggrrear 
'off  the  processes  to  deepen  that  cavity,  to  wsnch  I  havn' 
before  alluded,  it  posses  eaitwards  over  me  head  of  the 
humerus,  lying  between  the  synovial  membrane  and. 
fenpsttlar  ligament  as  far  as'  the  space  between  the 
tubercles,  where  ifcenters  the  bicipital  groove,  in  wens* . 
it  runs  for  two  or  three  inches  to  meet  ita  leaser  head, 
nnddssse  unite  to  form  the  fleshy  body  of  me  bios** 
muscle,  which,  tenmnatiog  in  a  strong  tendon,  dips, 
down  at  the  elbow  to  reach  the  back  pert  of  Aa* 
tutoress  of  the  radius,  into  which  it  is  ins****** 
giving  off  .the  anterior  mscia  of  the  forearm,  and  the 


kemilunated  process  of  faacia,  which,  ] 

land  inwafcde,  is  attached  to  the  mtesnei  condyle  of  tfce 


Mr.  John  Soden,  jnn*,  of  iajfc,  m  a  pssmr  • 
in  the  tntnvoLof  she  itftmoai  Cwrwrylftnf  .ttnsmse- 
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REPORTON  THE  T&HCTfCR  OF  Mjl^WHTBRY, 


lotibeifl^ortaiife  of  tUsloog  tendon  to  the  joint  He 
consider*  that  tittle**  head  of  the  biceps  1i  not  designed 
to  set  merely  Ma  ligament,  bat  also  to  actaen  capsular, 
ntoscie,  antagonising  the  action  of  the  other  capsular 
muscles,  by  preventing  the  head  of  the  bone  being 
o^snwa  ppwaxos  arid  forwards. 

The  teres  'major,  arising  from  the  inferior  angle  of 
tho  scapula,  ascends  forwards  and  outwards  to  the 
inner  tip  of  the  bicipital  groove,  into  which  it  is  in- 
serted behind  the  tendon  of  the  latissimua  dorsi.  In 
fet, course  it  is  separated  from  the  teres  minor  by  the 
tag)  head  of  the  triceps. 

t^ese  are  the  mnsdea  usually  described  as  the  mus- 
cles of  the  shoulder  joint.  I  think  this  arras^anent 
by  no  inean*comptote,  since  it  does  not  embrace  the 
whole  of  those  which  act  either  directly  or  indirectly 
upon  .the. articulation.  The  levator  angiUi  scapulas, 
trapezius,,  b>og  head  of  the  triceps,  latissimus  dorsi, 
pecjhn^ljM  saajor,  etc.,.must  all  influence  it,  more  or 
less,  as  you  will  find  when  we  come  to  the  consider- 
ation of  the  motions  of  the  joint  and  the  mechanism 
by  which  those  movements  are  effected. 

.**»  arteries  supplying  the  shoulder  joint  and  its 
immediate  muiclea,  are  derived  from  the  supra-seapu- 
nuSlbraasversalis  colli,  subscapular  and  circumflex/ 

^ne  veins  follow  the  direction  of  the  arteries. '  The 
absorbents  are  arranged  in  two  layers,  superficial  and 
sleep.  The  superficial  layer  passes  tothe  flafeds  in  the 
axilla ;  the  deep  into  the  deep  glands  of  the  neck'.   *' 

*$ue  nerves  are  very  numerous.  They  are  the  termina- 
tion of  the  spinal ;  the  supra-scapular  and  circumflex. 


-F*V»*     *<  *    »"*♦•' 


>  TUB  «U€TK»  OF  TUtDWiMWr. 

'  B^^hrirTsWi,  If  J»:  "     *  "'  ,^,"i 

TO  TUB  BDITOm  di'l-H*4  PROVlNlft'AL  MEDICAL  AN9 

*    — ,-*   •-  tatftitfAL  ion&NAl.     '-' 
9m, 
Saftifc  read  Dr.  Toogood>  paper  «  On  the  practice 
Of  nnuwiiery,M  with  muclK  interest,'  I'forwardr"youlther 
result  of  eight  hundr«l-'aAd*ln%  cases; 'Aat  haW 
tffonve*  i*  iny  trnv  practice  during  ^famMew 


funis  encircled  the  neck  of 
the  ehW/  In  mvea  tests  th«-*hwirw*stwte*  round* 
the  neck;  and  in  three  cases  it  was  tftrterround))  in* 
s*«r>*mk*it  wa*aecessery  to  divide  t^ftri*<b*ftfre< 
t  bettors*  sad  in  these  ten  enttaAce* 
rwese  •wr^lingenns;  and  wnrptanmv  Ie* 
nfwahv  mm  round  the?  arm  as  weU  m  the 
k\  emtdn  nVrmvtt  was  smand  the  ttfajb  as  weM  saf 


In  esse*  cases  hmmorrhage  occurred  before  nartu^ 
ritiea?  m  .three*  it.wsa  ssopped  Hfrswptnrmg  the  mem- 
brnwsi;  and  iWotm  ft  md  not>  cease  till  the  bead  was 
prustin^oa  ttt*  perineum;  and  thavono doubt  tanrtlin, 
these  csmsm^n^of  th^inaeeata  had  beerfdemtmoa 
from  the  'uatnts,  vy  ortr  exertion  on  Use  part  of  rune 
innl) I  lentil  4a«ne  ceseime  nation*  wsnsMivnred  with 
tfhyfayatpm  but  sank  rrhaattsrf  by  taenicea  of:  btoouV 


I  the  eecsle  cornutum  in  oases  of  hainorrbnge  oecuoiaa 
[after  the  birth  of  the  child ;  trusting  to  pressure  exsn> 
nally,  and  the  introduction  of  the  hand,  where  the 
uterus  Is  distended  by  coagula,  (as  in  four  of  the  shove 
seven  esses,)  or  where  the  placenta  *  requires  to  be 
taken  away.  "*' 4  " 

Two  were  esses  of  funis  presentation,  in  one  of 
which,  tbje  liquor  amnii  had  bj^4ischarmri  seme  tea, 
before,  my  arrival,  and  thai  pains  had'  needy  ceased* 
The  midwife  told  me  *  ail  was  not  right,  for  the  navel- 
string  was  born.*  Upon  proceeding  to  examine  f  on- 
covered,  a  portion  of  "the  funis  lying' without  the  m 
externum,  and,  pursuing  my  examination*  could  oa> 
tinctly  feel  the  umbilicus  and  abdominal  parieUJs  of 
the  child.  Introducing  my  hand  I  got  tioleT  of  oat 
foot,  and  brought  It  down,  the*  other  following  soot 
after.  The  child  was  m  a  stem  of  asphyxia,  but  by 
;  warmth  and  inflation  revived.'  The  woman  was  not  at 
her  full  period,  and  attributed  the  position  of  (he  chfld 
to  her  having  fallen  down  stairs  about  a  fortnight  pr*>' 
vious,  from  which  time,  till  her  delivery,  she  had' never 
felt  well.'  In  the  other  case  the  funis  bad  fallen  down 
before  the  head,  and  the  woman  being  in  a  very  west 
state  from  previous  filness,  and  having  atrea&yneetria 
the  bands  of  a  midwife  for  some  lime,  tlmNlgRvefy'of 
Jim  child  was  effected  with  the  forceps;     "'   *    **"' 

In  five  cases  the  breech  presented,  and  three,  out  of 
the  fire  children  were  born  alive.  My  prac)u«ln  ujess 
cases  is  always  to  allow  the  uterine  efforts  'to  expel' the 
breech,  never  to  bring  down  the.  feet' with  a  view  to 
expedite  delivery.    *'         '•  ' 

Nine  were  cases  of  twin  births,  with  the  foUos$£ 
presentations,  via^tenof  the  heanY«%h^  of-  the  fos^ 
«^5rf  ^w^w^rinqui^  ^nf  % 

cj^dian,  were:mn*5e,  eiejfe  Jsnmjfs.  In  ftjn  <£*$& 
waao^oTeaj^sox^  tp^boft  <+i#SW wee*  inajm, 
and>  too  toft  females.  Jn  two  of,^tn>  case* 
ttonlacentaoC^e  &^dm^^^*^HmiM 
before  U*  hfet|t  o*:*e,«*oon&  Inoj*jns^&t 
child  thad  been  horn  csome  rimrit  before  nur^anaeM.  and 

UDOn  t  umlaut  -an  anamination   i..  fannd .  the  riseaam 

^jt^t  i    i  \  'M*m  'ti».  ^>-«  ■■■^•■f{- jff  „»\j.uj<  A.^*wr.  fw^cwa 

lj*W  if*  thjff.*aginarT wt»ich  waf  ie>,a.  very  fea^enjjnutjh 
expels  *f  t^^terjneenurta,  Thjpfr  bejna;  m 
nsinMUTwage,'  is^  ^niujf  •  isaa^.omsna^Bi.cns^^^ 
formmoocasjon^l^^ 
invnrJa^nuVvilw  to  p^sona^^han^on  t^g  aMssaajk 
inwu^y4sfer**h^  usMffi 

t«r:  not  t^ere  is.a  ssopmi.  1%  abom)  an  hoor  ajsnjsj 
«nisnmn*psii» 

<me  to  institute  a  closer  exwioatk^-w^^^s^^ 
the  presence  of  anotjier  fimtoa  in  utaeoj  tjsj  WJft 

expeped,  enveloped  m  its  proper  s>»iiiaaane^ 
liquor  anmU.not  djsebara«4j  and,  acnoaaaeysnj  Ayjjfc 
-In  4he  other  instance,  on  ptfocea>iing  to 
eaamine.  tbo  nos^on^and  {>veaim^iigIpartof%  seeoad 
IchUd,  I  found  *»  |^ioanen.lfting:^t^ 
could  distinctly  feel  the  insertion  of  thefunis^  Jp*M« 
case  there  was  more,  discharge  than  in  the  pieces^ 
but  not  sufficient  to  induce  "any;ffeelme;  of  f^uamesa, 
and  the  second  chad  foUbwed  in  a^je>^nsl^J 
jwards.  Ap  the  plscenta  were  healthy,  and  m^ad 
jno  appearances  of  ever  having;  been  united.' 

Thirteeu  were  caae^  ^Jmnjr 

e*rexmUes-Hth*  cases  of  ^  ffss^ssi(„  HHgijtm 


•Jl    ^fc^^^PPfl^P'^P^IIil'W    ' 


t*w\*tsj» 


jrt  t^  wonian  was  at  the  full  term,  of  uterine  ges- 
i*|  (ne  cnifd  was  turned,  and  deHvered*,  but  stOl^ 
ttorn;  the  woman  had  a  quick  recovery.  In  the1  second 
c*ee  the*  mother  was  in  her  eighth  mewl*  of  prat*. 


eae,  of  Iter  ctytym,  a  rio)ef^  4jscj^  of 
W^  tpAri"?'  WW*  **&&$  W^  my  srrivaj, 
^w  was  ordered  tp  be  kept  quiet  in  bedj  and  to  We 
cool  sno-nod  drinks.  '  On  tne  following  day  the 
lueaaorrhage  returned  with  increased  violence,  attended 
vNtfsMJrht  uterine  paint.-  The-  os  e**ri<  was  found  to 
to*l**^ie/i  illwtet,  with  thr  nlaosain  stadtedidieectift 
men*  .  Bass^.pereuadoeV that jl#  wo^noji  wvm 
sjpoAfr  jpchf  a,  drain  upon  her  frame,  J  nreceeded, 
aJKo^r.aa^  callously  to  deliver  her?  by  turning  tfee 
child,  and  supporting  tl)e  mother  during  the  time  with 
wine,  and  cordials.  The  child  was  still-born,  but  the 
another  fod  an  uninterrupted  good  recovery.  In  the 
enVe*  cases  delivery  was also  effected  by  fearaiae;,  amt 
tbe?atie*to^w*llk 

hssf,  adheaisn  of  the 
\  the.intoaAactamof  Use.  han|  fori* 

te*,arm  preseeJedj;  ietsanof.  loam, 
HM  •**&  <h#i  *pen  smu*.  hours  ,u*4sr,  t|>e  .care,  of  * 
*#*  J******  MM^^ftW  been.^caref;uHyV 
ouUinc  t^jMresentwg  .part,  uqdejthejull  conviction 
taaTlTwas  a  foot.  T  had*,  therefore,  in  bo^h  cases  to 
tnVtfra'  a  contracted  uterus,  an  operation  under  such 
efccnrnstances  often  extremely  difficulty  aadonly  to  be 
efiscatd  lfr pasleet  pti  ieversnot, '  • 

U«w**aejs,  the 
Jatsfr  Una  senossa  ennesjyjh    In 

Cojuudarian  oaTr-fnlnnsa  of  the.  vessels 

^^^.■rt  tow*'  nft**fw*<* 

nt,  I  immediately  abstracted  blood,  in 
euentfity  mx>portione4  to  ihe >  constitution  of  my 
patfefitf,  one  behig  of  full  habit,  tbe  other  lha  fnmate 
efcwcetbOuee^  Theeonrulsieas  Iis*meB*&w«en,4ihe 
smn*  eesJoandeu  in  theyeifis,  and  Jost.pisesfegvcn 
tfeterw*  tiita,*  ajesj  4ft,wtfaj|s).t.  4ftP-  tfe 

pregnancy,  it  is  prqbaWe,  they  are  derived  from  an 

eysterk  source^  but  when  they  take  place  during  the* 

...  ....    of       ,    ...  .    ...     _^^-_  ,--,  -^  ~ 


*v  Turn  of  tee 
Whereas*  patient  in,  as 
(jlne  ift  imiweeri)  ihesV 


ethex 


sVosa 


sjoatflseuraidY  I  gaga  her  s>ont>%ss> . Irrnelaj  *t  vihj 
p««deiLin*cwp.c**  warns  ten*  rtiswil^sfrrtjsfclaaji 
luinajfcrti  hj  VWMlp  senpssenaj  psjasv  *ed  thfi  "k8Miprtl 
lNNavmlewLAhae  leeeny sasas«N.sjfteji4iie*<e^sje.njni 
take*  .Noi  featnorshete  seUosa 
w*e.najsjsjiriljrrsma\    TbeeigoUa.i 


found  to  be  the  case, 
haeal  fiicey  msd\  afc 


MinJantnsiniiMh, 


J04j^:Wfi*4»Ufc» 


ft   lnusmja 


esape 


EFFECTS  OF  tTBp?  YAr$R  ^^SPSJ^ji. 


(Rend  at  the  Aenlmaery  MUfJiig  eC  tefe- 
Medical  a»^^r^^Akso<^lie^^u^i^%tt^4^ 

Buringtbe,  month  of  December,  ^^£-^> 
twelve  days  in  «TanuaryV  Im4j  i  was  in  atfel 
Lady  B.  As  I  was  resident  in  the  house,  — 
&c7  with^thc  {jtmijv,  J  bad  an  opportunity  i 
seeing  ^e*  erect  b^  wnat >  mtea^  ^wato>cj« 
on  the  Baronet.  He  one  day  invited  me  to  see  mm  in 
what  is  called  the  pmekmyt  wfiieb  is-betng  enveloped  & 
a  wet  sheet,  then  cpyeqej^  wVUk^mketa  and  feather 
beds  for  two  hours,  inducing.* 
At  the*eaA  ef  thai  slate  |h^  ] ' ' ' 
immersed  ^a  bfu^py^*ft&b+  ^ 
65°  Fahrenheit.  A  s>eeJLlsjfreiLJtaown  over  hiss,  and 
rubbing  applied,  for,  ^  minute^  6r^w%  ,^ftf4f  fhe 
sneet 

As  the  patient  was  75  years  of  age,  and'Wd  beeti 
nty  friend  tor  many  years,  ami  ires  of  a'  very  \Mtf 
and  iaAamaaateryJmhi^  I  teMhkn  my  fesiM^  tb4M 
esjiaesiiho^wsa^atiajihiis^  e«BS«ailih\ 

had  ^tfu^e^^DdjH^^uos^About  hinhjMjTII'Jir^Vttrt 

to'im^WTMimS^^HrMsi 

for  S;r  Charles  Scucjamoce,  who  aavise' 
as  he  said  at  6raefenburg  th'ejf 'contfnut  _ 
two  or  three  years.  One  moriritiglsaw1  sy^ptttoVot 
efys§pelae*e.i»e*eadV  I  ajanttssd  tjenref ***<***#* 
\ULmp  opmiem,  tsut.is.iese  ifieiijssiihi^an.aeey  aem 


parturitrou  they  evidently  depend  on  an,    ^e*^W  W  CM#ft  Cfe^ttifft  .^  waJcr. 
state  oC  the  veafcaU  of  the  bead.    In  thel       Qn.  ^he 


hlaodssf  ay,  mean*  of  ,  toeahASiOC 

(b^so^iAia;  but  in  y^(la^r>)o^must 
*ftf»<WrWl»  W**«M&  ««Iw.W»«8|!es>  »«4  ^ 

"Bcwij  "war?  J»in  a'1  sCa8^  1siwwr?  ^yw, 

cold  evaporatiiig  washes  to  the  head,  and  renewing  t)ieir 
application  according  to  the_rapidity  with  which  the 

easjot  of  rye  was^admJLaiateretf.    In  four  no  uterine 
•a  produced,  but  a  burning  sensation  was  felt 

linn  aaneatina  lha  eresL  ibA;«sanJB 

^'w'ea  •^av^^Be«a™T'  r*sjpn  twi'iw. 

Wa^lsjapriayoisyrry  .^<f|s)»A«sV  *MWF  c*« 


mofnina;^  th^^  p^anjar^^^^aiai 
hm  ipn^diajcly^rcon^mj out  .^e|l^7'S*a| 
be  had  been  sweated  and  bathed,  I  saw  the  whoft 
countenance  quite  purple.  I  then  informed  the  famnj 
that  another  such  *  shoes:  wouid  probably  product 
death  at  onee.  Ontftng  the  day,  I  otsemd  %e  emi 
pdnsinthe  limbs  and/a  *ongty;  t^Wlaayis^mesissii 
Lleft  London,  and  was  sonry»  thflsfil  n;0|.  aitMMadi 
a  feii  ,dayp  .a/ter^^p  ^J^Qf  *»t>W*yWm 
havieg  recoyere^.^e  *# .^^^^da^bfe^ 
minated  fatally  on  tjie  following / Monday,  week,  wMch 
had  produced  violent  cough  with  "biood|  Sputi-lffid 
the  last  few' days  lethargic  insensiUttCy,  asTwdi 
gitized  by  viiOOQlC  J 
It 

lor  +Mk>j4m*L  i*yw*htritokm%Mk  \ 


FOND. 


the  wii  titstmsai, 

IhaveaseamotitMM 


tbe  petechial  spots 

These  spots  areevi- 
which  not  oaly 
action  of  the 


Ante  the  blood,  bet  by  the 
the 

only  to  carry 

Hut  of  coarse,  if  Mo  steak  for  the  ahsor- 

rcat0ve,wau  tern*  4oue>  varyhuj  m  eatoat 

to  qromaitoooet,  which  It  what  igmmU 


szi 


oT  tbt  neck,  not  only  in 
public  estimation,  but  also  in  the  whfteeahngef 
that  confidence  which,  as  men  learned  in  die  inter- 
pretation of  tbe  law,  they  would  otherwise  enjoy, 
needs  no  argument  to  pro?e.  Bat  once  let  wide 
the  evil  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the, 
land,  oace  let  bote  nniestrainod  the  practice  by  the 
ignorant  pretender  of  quackery  in  law,  as  it  it 
oillttteWm.  That  ausheal  men  rejelevly  L^  pro|K>te4  to  do  with  regard  to  o^*^  hi 
MNdd  be  to  ieeerant  of  their  ]      seien  |  ^^^  Md  „m  fa  Abbot  of  Mh^hiauelf 

might  rejoice  in  tbe  confusion  wbioh  moatawrStaaly 
arise. 

'  Yet  would  not  the  introduction  of  this  con- 
fusion into  tbe  practice  of  courts  of  jadkanut 
law  and  equity  5  in  the  tenure  of  property,  and  in 
every  public  and  private  right  which  the  burn 
intended  and  professes  to  secure,  be  one  wUt  more 
calamitous  than  that  pestilent  toleration  of  quack- 
ery granted  under  the  Medical  Bill,  under  which 
the  health  of  individuals  must  sink,  and  tbe  sani- 
tary relations  of  the  community  sufier.  The 
mischief  resulting  from  legal  quackery  might  pes- 
and  mesentery  at  the  sequel  of  the  water-treat-  ^\y  ^  more  giving,  ^^  every  trial  in  tbt 


aWueaattttsrof 

Waflstl  w^mtowa^Iwat  ci«adto  M^a^of 
tank,  who  was  under  the  wiiswiuiiiwtth  the  aaaaa 
eruption,  sad  although  X  had  known  her  some  yearn 
before  asa  great  beauty,  the  eszessive  sweatings  bad, 
ay  mooring  an  thefrtaad  aWda*  left  in  the  whole 
j  and  face  the  haggard  appearance  of  old  age.  I 
1  to  point  out  the  great  demand  the  sto- 
mach and  digestive  organs  had  to  undergo,  to  supply 
the  aveat**  with  of  fluid  by  the  skin,  and  it  isnot  sur- 
■rising  thjtf  the  patkma>  an  obu^ 
ef  cold  water,  to  repair  it.  I  lately  heard  that  this 
lsdywasstiU  pursuing  the  plan,  although  as  thin  as 
The  other  lady  has  incurable  disease  of  the 


Lutterworth,  July  10, 1841 


WM,  JONES,  MJ>. 


MttfVDfCIAL 

jnaitid  &  £ur&tel  Sounui* 

1  WBWfKSbAY,  OCTOBEft  2,  1S44. 


The  letter  from  a  member  of  the  legal  profession, 
which  will  be  found  in  another  column,  appears  to 
mv  at  this  juncture,  to  be  of  considerable  interest 
and  iiimoftonce.  Without  looking  deeply  into  the 
aajajunef  thasr  snsoaas,  it  mar  safely  be  assumed 
taw)  our  legal  Wends  have  Mthotto  been  able  mate- 
rially to  faftoenee,  if  not  controul,  tbe  attempts 
tmtde  from  time  to  time  to  encroach  upon  their 
{trivileges,  and  we  rejoice' therefore  to  notice  indi- 
cations of  an  inclination  on  their  part  to  make 
t  with  ourselves  in  resisting  the  whole* 
to  quackery  afforded  by  tbe 
tbill.  Tbe  same  aeuteneas  which 
the  genuine  lawyer  in  what  imme- 
oteely  concerns  his  own  profession,  will  lead  him 
not  only  to  descry  the  coming  danger!  but  to  caD 
into  action  all  his  resources  to  obviate  it;  and  there 


law  courts  would  afford  abundant  evidence-  of  it, 
while  tbe  workings  of  medfioal  quackery,  wfch 
the  exception  of  an  occasional  exposure  in  the 
coroner's  court,  are  recorded  only  on  the  monu- 
mental tablets  of  our  cemeteries,  or  lie  hidden  from 
human  recognition  in  the  last  home  of  mortality. 
On  tbe  other  hand  the  evil  which  touches,  life* 
more  grievous  than  that  which  invoiretfeaaerl? 
and  civil  rights,  since  neither  ef  these  can  ha 
possessed  in  the  grave,  nor  prove  a  sautes  ef 
gratification  and  enjoyment  without  that  first  of  at 
earthly  blessings,— health  both  of  body  and  mind- 
the  mens  Sana  in  carport  sano. 

Every  species  of  quackery,  however,  is  unmixed 
evil,  tbe  quackery  legal  and  tbe  quackery  political 
aa  well  aa  the  quackery  medical,  and  we  haji,  with 

sion  of  so  powerful  and  so  enlightened  anally,  It 
contending  against  this  dVencroaching,  alt-pervad- 
ing principle,  as  the  legal  profession  must  prove. 
Its  members,  moreover,  will  do  well  to  be  on  the 
alert,  and  to  be  early  in  the  held;  for.  they  may  rest, 
assured  that  in  the  pursuit  of  a  spunons  and  ss-i 
oaued  freedom,  which  threatens  to  inandass  cut 
institutions  by  the  wide  spread  of  its  shfhW 
waters,  free-trade  in  medicine  will  be  followed  at  ae 


!£55^35tSft^|SKr  * ""  "*•"  *-**••■ 


t  ultimately  softer  from,  he  will  do  wisely  to 
take  up  a  vantage  ground  before  be  it  himself 
attached,  and  aid  tbe  medical  profession  in  their 
e  Arts  to  resist  It  At  present  the  quackery  which 
nfeata  the  legal  profession  is  confined  pretty  much 
to  its  own  members— the  black  sheep  which  dngtace 
its  ranks,  and  how  much  the  upright  and  honour- 
from  the  nutprecticei  of 


TBE  BENEVOLENT  FUND.— LETTER  IT. 
to  tbs  nniTon  or  tbi  puovtncial  arantcax  aim 
sukoical  journal.. 
St*, 
The  subject  of  local  rands  stent 
;  and  for  sassy  rssssaa  1 1 


the  «  flamy  sncdtesl 


benevoleWJ  itort>. 


*i* 


> of  aiy  residence  in  the  county,  and  my  greater 
with  the  Kate  of  to  professional  popu- 
iae9  baring  had  the  honour  of  being 
elected  one  among  to  aonorarj  associates,  I  cannot  be 
suspected  of  any  Jealous  or  unkindly  feelings  towards 
Ik*  institution,  or  towards  its  members ;  on  die  con- 
trary, I  entertain  a  deep  feeling  of  gratitude  for  that 
great  Madness,  which  prompted  the  above  expression 
if  their  laauieitod  estimation  of  trifling  services. 

I  hare  no  wish  to  undervalue  local  funds,  I  would 
cherish  every  one*  of  then  with  niggard  care;  but  in 
to  fwopcr  peace,  I  shall  hope  by  and  bye,  to  show  that 
their  energies  may  be  Increased,  and  their  usefulness 
extended,  and  their  stability  ensured,  by  union  and 
ce-operatio*  (not  nv  amalgamation)  with  other 
kindred  institutions. 

H  however  (hey  are  to  be  retained  precisely  in  their 
present  separate  and  independent  form,  I  would  sug- 
gest an  alteration  in  then*  designation,  in  order  to  dis- 
tinguish them  from  purely  benevolent  funds,  where  the 
teet  qf  memberemp  is  not  required.  I  would  call  them 
amicable  funds,  as  expressive  of  that  friendly  bond  of 
union,  which  cements  together  a  certain  number  of 
brethren,  for  the  mutual  advantage  of  themselves  and 
tbeir  families ;  thus  distinctly  showing  their  nature  and 
intentions.  I  am  quite  prepared  to  admit  that  a  prin- 
ciple of  mutual  benevolence  must  form  the  ground- 
week  nf  thai  union ;  so  it  must  of  family  union,  yet 
esse  would  never  think  of  describing  such  union  as  a 
\  one :— t acre  it  would  be  relative,  and  afiec- 
i  the  bond  $  in  the  local  "  amicable"  asso- 
eiaaJon  aeutual  friendship  forms  the  bond ;  m  the  jmratp 
isuwiMifrnf  association,  charity  alone  forme  the  baud. 
I  nsay  be  thought  to  be  very  hypercritical  in  making 
aVisa  extinctions  ;butIamsothorougl^coirrtecedtbat 
ideas  wUl  only  be  obtained  by  employing 
hat  I  shall  venture  to  incur  the 


An  objection  I  would  state  against  these  local  funds, 
in  the  length  of  time  which  must  elapse  after  their 
fmiuetioa  before  they  can  be  brought  into  operation, 
an  order  to  ensure  their  stability:  for  it  is  obvious  that 
arnicas  there  be  an  accumulated  capital  during  the 
years  of  its  existence,  this  local  fund  must 
r  a  time,  In  propertieu  as  theetafme 
nf  wsnows  ennorpunne  aMunltiplfed.  an  the  instance 
of  omr  local  fend,  itwas  established  in  IMS,  its  first 
puyumeta  were  made  in  1830,  and  it  has  not  yet 
ranched  that  amount  of  capital  which  would  enable  k 
i  its  entire  annual  income.  Now  I  believe 
I  society  has  been,  for  its  limited  geographical 
ae  prosperous,  and  as  well  managed,  as  any 
oaf  In  the  kingdom  5  and  yet  it  wfll  be  seen 
uau  for  the  first  eighteen  years  of  its  existence,  itwas 
unable  to  afcrd  renef  to  any  ease  of  distress,  which 
sais>thnppenwithmiitapimtted  sphere.  If  then  this 
)  be  applied  to  geographical  sections  of  the 
,  what  is  to  become  of  aU  those  cases  of  die- 
tremuhkhwiH  not  be  reHevable  for  eighteen  years  r 
Turn  nf  course  applies  to  new  societies,  and  not  to 
those  already  m  operaumu 
But  there  are  very  many  counties  in  which  no  local 
t;  there  are  those  in  which  they  have  been 
I;  there  am  those  In  which  the  attempt 

rat 


local  societies,  and  what  have  none ;  but  I  have  at  this 
uaoment  upon  my  table,  the  report  of  one  Society  of 
tills  kind,  formed  about  the  year  1813,  and  under  the 
highest  patronage,  for  the  rich  agricultural  counties  of 
Bedfordshire,  Buckinghamshire,  Cambridgeshire,  Hun- 
tingdonshire, and  Northamptonshire,  and  which  afg«  * 
naUy  failed  and  came  to  nought;  thus  plainly  shewfnjf 
Chat  local  societies  are  not  always  adequate  to  support 
themelves,  although  they  may  have  originated  under  the  ' 
most  promising  circumstances.  And  are  these  counties  I 

eth  all  their  mam  of  misery,  to-be  left  unprotected  f 
t  this  it  may  be  replied,  iet'them  form  local  societies  * 
but  even*  supposing  tins  were  practicable, '  ft  would  be 
peraaps  twenty  years' before  they  could  be  available; 
and  are  twenty  yean  of  unpdliated  suffering  to  be 
endured  ?  ••-•■•        -^ 

It  has  been  said  that  medical  men  who  subscribe  to 
their  own  local  funds,  are  thereby  rendered  unable  to 
enibscribe  to  the  more  general  fund.  Let  It  ever  be 
remembered  that  the  subscription  to  the  heal  fund  is 
for  the  probable  or  possible  benefit  of  themselves  and 
their  families,  and  let  it  never  be  said,  that  they  can 
subscribe  a  larger  sum  for  thetntetvet,  but  that  they 
have  not  the  means  of  affording  a  smaller  sum  to  their 
brethren  iU  distress.  Nor  do  I  think  that  this  objection 
^liss  any  real  practical  bearing  upon  this  question ;  for 
I  observe  that  twelve  out  of  the  twenty-eight  membert 
of  the  Surrey  local  fund,  are  also  contributors  to  the 
general  Benevolent  Fund — a  mneh  larger  proportion 
of  subscribers  to  the  latter,  than  can  be  found 
the  practitioners  of  Surrey,  who.  have  no  such  < 
upon  their  purse. 

But  I  object*  againet  thcfceal  fend,  on  the -ground 
of  the  small  portion  of  ^misery  wjpcjiit  iscajciMsted 
to  relieve.  Its  relief  is  confined»likc  other  localfunde, 
and  very  properly  confined,  to  its  own  members*  or 
their  families.  By  a  reference  to  the  last  published  - 
report  of  the  Surrey,  I  find  that  its  assistance  has  been* 
granted  to  the  families  of  m*eaeed  member* ;  but  that 
notwithstanding,  the  fond  nan  been  regularly  and 
rapidly  increasing.  Most  happily  and  seep  it  leans 
prosper,  but  in  casting  my  eye  over  the  list  of  am 
members,  I  cannot  avoid  recognising  very  many,  wbont 
families  will  not  probably  require  any, relief,  and  on} 
casting  my  eye  through  the  county,  I  cannot  help 
recognising  many  non-member*,  whose  families  must 
in  all  human  probability  one  day  require  relief;  and 
from  what  source  is  this  relief  to  be  obtained,  If  not 
from  a  benevolent  fond? 

.  To  this  doubtless  the  advocate  of  the  local  fond  wfll 
say,  by  their  becoming  assessors  of  a  healflmd.  Woe 


d  among 
i  demand 


consider  tine  answer.  I  find  that  the  nnaaber  nf 
members  in  the  Surrey,  up  to  August,  1843,  was  twenty* 
my  kit  but  the  number  of  practitioners  in  Surrey 
exceeds  two  hundred  and  ffly,  so  that  in  the  event  of 
their  falling  into  distress,  not  more  than  about  one* 
*****  of  the  whole  would  be  entitled  to  relief ;  and  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  eight-ninths  of  foe  whole  wool* 
in  vain  seek  relief  from  any  society  in  their  own  county. 
Now,  does  not  this  fact  apeak  for  itself?  Only  one* 
ninth  of  the  practitioners  of  Surrey  are  aaembers  nf 
the  local  fund  ;  and  why  are  they  not  so?  Either  their 
dreumstsnees  are  above  the  reach  of  probable  want;  oV 
they  are  careless  and  improvident;  or  they  possess  not 
r  thn  menan  of  payiiigtlmJKim 
and  few*  snetteva^yeec'for  twejnty^nvwyuurs  1 
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EacOttEMPEfW  W  WAfKERY. 


I^upf^^tb^c^iii^will  6^4  th^r.resneejfrt, 
subjects  :  the  first  out  of  their  Abundant  income  hare, 
provided  fcjr  their  ftvxuUes  by  life  insurance ;  the  second 
evovidefor  the  wants  of  m-4a/,and  think  not  of  the 
even^'eitpMnorrows  bu^  a  large  jauno^oo  are.to  h* 
fonng I  ip  Jhe  third  elw^nC  tnose^hjye  straightened 
uu^ns  acfok  pot  of  their  sparing,  from  their  acan.ty 
income,  fcv*  pounds  during  the  first  year,  and,  two 
pounds  annually  for  tw$nty-fire  years  afterwards,  cap*- 
cm%  wben,  if  joey  should  happen  to  die,  or  to  be 
unfortunate  during  the  fintfixm  yeses,  their  families 
would  not  be  entitled  to.  relief.  Now  these  are  ,the 
very  peesons  who  wonl4  he  relieved  by,  a  tmmlmt 
fimd  lequirine;  no  test  of  messberahip.  ,> 

'  The  advocates  of  Jscof  /aaumarenut  fond  of  this 
distinction ;  yet  it  ka  vital  difference,  and  muafcbeheld 
out  in  broad  daylight,  before  the.  respective  advantages 
of  each  can  be  appreciated.  In  simple  truth,  in  the 
local  funds  there  is,  and  must  be  a  tut  of  membership, 
and  this  test  is  such  as  to  ercZnuV  the  indigent  and  the 
necessitous,  or  in  reality  those  who,  have  the  greatest 
need  of  relief.  In  my  next  letter  I  shall  conclude  what 
1  have,  to  say  on  the  entire  subject. 

Faithfully  yours, 

W.  NEWNflAM. 
Farnhajn,  Sept.  17, 1844. 


BNCOUft^EMENT  m  QUACKERY* 

4   LAWYER'S  OPINION   OF   THE   MEDICAL 
REFORM  BILL. 

TlraJttkrtageaxeUeat  letter  frooM  Member  of  the 
Legal  rVofeeskw  on  Sir  tales  Cretan's  Medical  Bill 
is  extracted  from  the  Law  Times.    We  recommend  it 
to  tne  attention  of  our  readers: — 
•     Sin, 

Amoftt;  the  Important  Bills  to  be  discussed  next 
8esMen  is  the  Medical  Reform  Bill.  Its  leading  pro- 
fttous  are  owyontf  our  piwvlnce,  but  its  mode  of  dealing 
whh'qusciery  irfit  iiralttef  for  the  lawyer*.  We  may 
leave  anY-bearing  upon  education,  examination,  and  the 
aneettrinWfeni  of  the  relative  position  of  grades  to  the 
sectors';  btat Twnen  we  sees  body  of  men  In  most 
reelects  like  ourselves,  threatened  by  the  toleration  of 
fraud*  pretension,  sod  ignorance,  I  bold  that  we  deserve 
deprivation  of  Our  own  protective  laws  unless  we/ 
heartily  and  sealously  co-operate. 
...NojratitosJ.  mind  can  trace  a  distinction  between 
sne.two.  psnftsslona;  one,  nee  health  and  life  for  iu 
gnarfliaehiprtke  other  all  whjch  melees  those  desirable. 
Twth*tumourebJe  .fulfilment  of  functions  so  precious, 
t^hest  utfultsftft  of  the,  mind  are  devoted,  in  an  ex- 
pensive training,  and  afterwards,  in  their  prime  energy 
and.  development.  Both  are  eminently  mental. occu- 
pation*; both  rewarded  by  the  station  of  gentlemen, 
unhoanded  cesntdence  of.  eoiployers,  and  the  oppor- 
tunity of  attaining  the  elevated,  satisfaction^  doing 
she.  greatest  good,  ftotb  are  exposed  to  the  deep 
injury  of  oj»ao)iery  ;  c|en.  fraudulent  pretender  robe  na 
aajMJAMeaJs,  and  debases  ns  as  a  body,;  and  in  both 
**  success  tsee^lrojatlfenrQtmtt^ 

.  in  its.  source,  of  succour.    If  mat  one. own. 

.tlsajLfcia.QqF  ownenemsr;  the, 

'  nf  i  JHWrrnjitosi  m*»  oy 


and  acquirement-  nericct  in  the  art ;  of.  dumaw.  Then 
is  the  fee. 

It  is  sufficiently  fafqijiar  that  an  w>qMalt%d  perecc* 
acting,  as  an  attorney  or  solicitor,  cannot  mover  sane; 
fees,  and  i»  l**We  *>  imprisonment*  and  more  $aa> 
half  the  value  of  ftfee  pngecjjan  payment  ueain  Ujft 
power  every  person  fees  to  put  in  tnojjon  tfc  uuvdsin 
nery  which  incarcerates. 

The.  proposed,  Aaedfcs*  lUfesm.  IKR  dstqttsmen 
unregistered  persons  for  putflc,  nnucfrtaaaae^eaa 
leaves  the  rich  harvest  of  private  practice  open  in 
4epredatipq. 

It  disallows  ohcrecovery  of  fees  by,  action,  ao4  fal 
elevates  t]»e  pretender  into  tjp  phyakianw 

It  makes  it  a  tnjsu^meajujjur  to  preftnd  to  p£nji  the, 
register. 

The  last  alone  baa  even,  the  semblance,©/  e#esrnpv; 
but  that  has  no  more*  If  the  looseness  of  lfMOTTlf. 
of  section  31,  be  not  by  accident,  it.  must  be  .by  design. 
The  offence  which  ought  to  be  punished  is  actine;  aa  4 
medical  man  without  legal  qualification;  the  pretesjcV* 
ing  to  be  on  the  register  is  but  one  of  a  hundred  njoelea, 
of  deception.  We  should,  think  It  a  singular  ajpurdjfg 
if  a  man  might  4°  wnat  *V  soUcitocs  are  paid  te 
doing,  provided  only  he  does  not  say  he  is  on  the  roty. 
But  thiaemascufated  section  is  the  fruit  of  Jthe  £alae 
notion  tha^  legialatipn  cannot  reach  quackery. 

Sir  James  Osnham  amihis  precursor  in  theQauitoeV 
Renew  (December,  1840)  remark  that,  as  the. pre- 
tender cannot  be  touchedi  we  must  eocowrage  saw 
regular  practitioner :  that  the  snppression  of  Qneekary 
**no  IpgWatioaean  aeeasnplish.''  B3S«ise>a^5  aw* 
thecasesi  tne  same  with  the  vocation  of  dn>  aenav- 
poenet.  Such  an  ukeniialson  4s  a 
NewMry  loosnaisjr'qnussj^wwssion**  nan  ese 
lsejatiawitl  Its eeerons  begin  with  £  i 
saint  of  the  extSjne>of  remedy  eong»<q.thii I  4ss)W 
advantage  of  an  inexpedient  argument  by  the  naejjisa* 

clumsy  legislation)  sajssjist«s4L  ssgjsjsjtiejn.  1^  is 
tr«e>  that  qnaekejVj  like  all  otnea  firau4»  enji  \ 
au^ceaeed.  Tqnsk  the  Legislstoreto. 
eeekijUTt  an.  impossiblliay  ( .hot  ess  .do  mk  tJiat»snte 
deelaredan  onwee,  sno\ntse^rpusaallihle«..We»a«isW 
on  content  with  tne  "  great,  mw eeimgenw  ■t^^sstrssn 
iu4ielmenc    Let  na  haie  the,  sansne,  jtJ&m§, .  ami 

'veswfv  J^Ww*^flPw'™  ^ff lwt  Wi^r»'  •nw^^^fcaaJny  ••  wmm » B>asT^t^Bss^Pv  ^P^s#P^^*v0Sjv  *ay 

ne4a^oi«^pejfect.eradicstion.  *c  Baokiadiio^nai-sn, 
aocieuy>  has,  with  leaneetitohiaasmeaeaylaiajUa^ 
to>  consult  nmom  hz  presaeC  ssjn  the  Qmfmhk 
WaeUvertfarcetafounniatbat  aja^saeie^  s^ajMssw 
table  to  <M  doctors  unwisely  making  the  prnfcacbjajajej 
tne  public  part  o€  their  own  ease*  I^nthnt,n^aWic 
take  nsra  of  ttselC  If  they  say  candied  a^l  tun. 
protection  we  requieeis  foe  ourselves  i  nrejeav^4e\iBt 
th^ienitsmate  gatna  of  Jfeprrfeecie*;  ta^rig^oXaka, 
public  toJbeoome  tuctieas.we  fully  concede,''  tletn>aaja! 
appear*  indeed,  apnjwarfaat  leas  pnMe»unie#ieaJL.  kfj% 
aasusedly  they  avoid  a  impulse  st^wtnrfeg  JtosVeisssh. 
of.  that  obserrslwn  lies  in  the  .way  it  oojnea  osuu«  il 
may  suffice  to  destroy  the  argwiansft«f  *fco  €^cnsw»st 
4eatrpya,t^e  force  of. his  soUcUu^e,  ^  if ^  a|oaae 
thanwna^o^thoce^siae.  lfrmlm**^<t*h 
for  thejr.  individnaA  nrotec*m,^t,^09k|  mtnSlAM 

acaothered  bv  innnnaarahla  in^aiM^iia  aChav  nii^aa  _ 
w«  r*.w\^i  ,TTW'p™*!nwsi,7^p,n«swTWSr^ssew^nnjnv c- 
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gssjsial  the  stimulant  of  more  stringent  measures)  if 
strangely  put  forward  to  induce  a  passive  submission 
to  the  evil.  The  College  of  Htysicians  and  the  Apothe- 
caries1 Company  hare  done  no  good  by  piuceeutions. 
Jle  It  so,  and  relieve  then  from  the  osnce.  fve  will 
not'  doubt  that  the  ponderous  movements  of  a  society, 
almost uninterested^,  are  not  difficult  to  defeat  by  the 
active  dexterity  of  a  quack,  whose  name  they  hear  as 
individuals  for  the  first  time ;  but  place  the  medical 
profession  on  an  equality  with  us-^efine  the  offence 
meeting  in. the, capacity  of  a  medical  man  without 
legal  o^ualificatioi^  and  taking  reward  before  or  after 
ta*  service  xeodered— declare  it  pnnishable  as  a  mis- 
demeanour, and  who.  shall  doubt  the  weapon  thus 
lOacedia  the  reach  of  every  local  protection  society— 
nay,  each  member  of  the  professions-will  rust  in  the 
scabbard  ?  My  frjend,  the  Poctor,  I  4oubt  not,  with 
some  slight  assistance  from  us,  wijl  contrive  to  keep 
his  Aejfhhaurhood  tolerably,  free  from  the  pestilent 
intrusion  of  the  pretender.  I  do  trust  this  struggle 
will  cease  to  be  that  of  the  medical  profession  alone  ; 
its.  twin  brotfier  is  bound  to  join  in  exalting  the  oppo- 
sjigpn into  a  crusade  against  a  common  enemy. 
I,  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  JB^QC^.WARD. 
Bishopsgate  Street  Without, 


SlbV  JAMBS  GRAHAM'S  MEDICAL  BILL. 

NORWICH  MEETING. 

lb  pursuance  of  a  requisition  numerously  signed 
nod  duly  advertised,  a  meeting  of  the  Medical  Profes- 
sion took  piece  at  the  Guildhall,  Norwich,  on  the 
lptfe,  Instant,  to  Jake  into  consideration  Sir  James 
Graaam/s  Bill  for  the  better  Regulation  of  Medical 
r^tke  throughout  the  Um^d  Kingdom.  John  Green 
Crosse,  Rsq^VA.S^  and  Senior  Surgeon  to  the  Norfolk 
and  ^eewich  Ifospital,  in  the  chair.  • 

The  Chairman,  in  opening  the  proceedings,  said,  he 
Ought  to  explain  that  he  must  account  for  his  hieing 
e^£d  to  t|*  chair,  by  the  absence  of  his, senior  col- 
league,  l)r.  Evans,  who  was  expected  y  but,  being  placed 
ha  thaj titustion,  he  must  apologise  for  his  iiu^rioquacy 
to  ^>  duties. 

4f&  uniting  some  observations  relative  to  tip  par* 
jjsnaapfsry  inquiry  into  the  state  of  the  medical  profes- 
sion genera)ly,  which  took  place  some  years  ago,  and 
fuggiufthe  requisition  by  which  the  meeting  was 
CCfrrcned,  fee  proceeded  to  call  upon  the  gentlemen 
urfcp  had  resolutions  to  propose  to  state  them  to  the 


aufbt  say,  that  before  the  Apothecaries'  Act  of.  1815, 
great  inroads  were  made  on  the  profession ;  and  in  die 
early  periods  of  the  operation  of  that  act*  many  unqua- 
lified individuals  were  prevented  practising;  but  the 
custom  of  prosecuting,  dropped*  and.  consequently  ille- 
gal practitioners  were  now  rather  increashig  than  other- 
wise* The  new  bill  would,  as  it  stood,  ma^e  a  great 
opening  for  persons  who  had  no  pretensions  to  practice 
whatsoever.  He  thought  the  resolutions  of  this  day 
would  go  far  to  improve  the  bill,  if  they  were  listened 
to ;  and  would  render  it,  such  as  ought  to  be  pakteable 
to  every  practitioner  in  the  kingdom,  ffceir  high  and 
honourable  profession;  oorfht'not  to  be  invaded  b£ 
quacks,  regular  or  Irregular.  It  was  quite  time  to  make 
a  stand.  He  hoped  that,  throughout  the  kingdom,  the1 
petitions  would  not  be  round  to  clash  with  each  otter; 
hut  that  there  wooM  be  a  Wud  of'harwioayejntttf  the 
whole,  so  that  a  bill  m%ht  be  brought  in  which  would 
support  the  honour  of  the  juofessioh.  The  etfqUeste 
of  the  profession,  he  observed^  was  very  often  viotaleeX 
Physicians  jweetfeed  as  surgeons,  and  the  druggist,  who 
ought  to  do  no  more  than  sell  his  drugs;  was'a  grant 
preicriber.  Accounts  had  Keen  pubaehed  sawwtog  nut 
injurious  effects  of'  uaht  practice  in  Manchester  and 
other  places,  wtfer*  infants  had  been  destroyed  by  to 
Something  should  be  done  to  meet  this  evu\  hut  thorn 
appeared  nothing  in  the  proposed  bill  which  Would  have 
that  effect.  He  wished  that  the  public  should  be  pro- 
tected; for  the  pubtic'ongaft  no  mane  toibe  psssouod 
than  the  profession  robbed.  He  did  not  wish  to  iejum 
any  individual  or  any  body  of  men*  but  he  thought  it 
high  time  for  the  profession  tntsn^defensrfn  .causae  4 
and  he  hoped  Sir  James  Oraham  would  attend  en 
rtns^eotfally  offered  to  him.    Ho  oca* 


Br.  Wayte,  in  moving  the  |ft  resolution,  said,  that 
in  many  tp was  Sir  James  Graham  bad  not  been  treated 
sjs  he  ought, to  be  in  respect  to  this  bilL  He  had 
bcuugl|t  V  fqrward  with  a  decided  impression,  that  it 
wophjl  bea  bill  satisfactory  to  the  pubhjc  and  to  the 
avo^ssfioa;  and  he  had  not  hastened  it  through  Parlja* 
snent,  hut  left  time  for  it  to  be  thoroughly  discussed 
i|L,ail  its  uarte,«efore  the  next  session.  He,  therefore, 
t|sancht,that  S$r  James  Graham  had  done  all  he  ought 
to  hafe  done,  a*4>  a  delicate  and  appropriate  manner, 
ujnf  J^o10  not.d^in^ 
lipase^  unkind  feeUnj^  wjien  a  disjosi^on  was  shown 

»tf**to:*ta*   Insajncd^JnuMd^aiuj  ,  ;Vq|T;        -     ,..  , 


-  »' 


with  the.  necessity  of  H 

discrepancies  of  the  n^edi&d  profession  aM  to  < 

roeiproaty  of  privileges  and' uniformity .0/ 

so*  each  grade  ruspeotively  throughout  the  IMtas) 

!Ungd^in,thmnies^ins;sitiMuHB^ 

tmrity  offered  by  the  Bight  Honourable  ■«%'  *eeaee> 

wmhaaV,  Bart,  for  discussing  the  flittiiatMansaJa* 

the  ctoee  of  tfatrhue  Session  o/JtebassnaV'  • 

The'  resolultion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Clutter,  of- 
Norwich,  who  bbservebT-  that  advantage  *****  wears* 
front  their*  being  totlwoteu  •  with-  tne'vovorsnuanf  wjy  sc 
Council  of  Healthy  and  had  such'  a  counexftoa  hsjesraf 
exlsfledf,  tney  Would  not  have  had  the  degrsjuina^  usmevs} 
bffhe  Four-taw  Act,  ahoTthe  tfoteafc  of  apjj  mhirmuui 
I  of  medtcal  officers  by  ttndo*.   '  •  • 

'  It  was  then  moved  by  Mr.  Ferrler,  of  Yarmouth, 
and  seconded  by  Mr.  D.  Dstrym^le,'  6i  Norwich1  V—  * 
aHist  the  registration  clause  of  the  said  Bill  oWrveS 
.die  support  of  fhe  prbfeaVlon  ;  tint,'  In  order  tb1  bd' 
efficient,  the' registering  should  not  be  voluntary,' btrt 
be  made  requisite  and  essential  for  everjf  ohe  whb  U 
permitted  to  practice  as  a  medical  man,  whilst  the  Vst 
of  the  duty  reentered  should  be  annually  puBUsheiS.9*'  ' 

Moved  by  tyr.  Archibald  Dalrymple,  of  Norwich, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Cooper,  of  Filby :  **  That  it  appears  a 
further  defect  in  the  proposed  Bill  that  it  leaves  utidbi*' 
turbed  in  their  present  practice  and  appointments  some' 
persons  not  now  legally  qualified.**' 

Moved  by  Mr,  Wijes,  of  Norwich^  seconded  l^  Jg><Ti 


Seppingn,  of  SwalTham 


lf T«That  the =  A^carJ^^ct  _ 

1  W^fRfM^fWiS^W 
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regulating  the  roost  numerous  portion  of  the  medical 
profession  in  the  parts  of  the  kingdom  to  which  its  ope* 
rations  were  limited,  and  more  especially  in  the  pro- 
vinces ;  that  its  provisions  hare  been  ably  carried  out 
by  the  Court  of  Examiner*  of  that  Society,  who  are 
entitled  to  the  thanks  Of  the  community,  and  in  so  far 
as  the  said  Act  has  failed,  such  failure  is  attributable  to 
its  being  a  partial  measure,  and  too  feeble  in  its  clauses 
for  repressing  the  unlicensed  and  unqualified." 

Moved  by  Mr.  Norgate,  of  Norwich,  and  seconded 
by  Mr.  Nichols,  of  Norwich  :  "That  to  repeal  the  said 
Act  without  substituting  any  general  penal  clause,  in 
Ueu  of  the  one  therein  contained,  against  unqualified 
practitioners,  is  to  be  highly  deprecated  as  eventually 
injurious  to  the  public  and  unjust  to  the  profession." 

Moved  by  Mr.  Coetertoo,  of  Yarmouth,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Francis,  .of  Norwich  :  "  That  some  penal  check 
anon  the  practice  of  the  unqualified,  by  a  summary 
process  easy  of  application,  ia  essential  to  the  efficiency 
of  every  IssjslaUye  measure,  and  its  restriction  to  those 
unlawfully  practising  in  public  offices  is  wholly  inade- 
quate to  protect  the  public ;  whilst  on  the  other  hand 
fat  seems  an  anomalous  novelty  in  legislation  to  enact, 
that  the  unregistered  shall  not  recover  charges  for 
practising  in  a  way  not  forbidden  by  the  law.** 

Mr.  Godwin  Johnson  said,  it  had  been  suggested 
to  him,  to  take  some  part  in  the  proceedings,  and  it 
was  net  on  account  of  reluctance  to  do  so,  that  he  had 
not  moved  any  of  the  resolutions.  He  beliered  the 
saovement  now  going  on  in  the  medical  profession  was 
uotinctured  with  selfishness.  He  held,  that  higher  ' 
and  better  motives  ought  to  be  imputed  to  medical 
men  with  respect  to  the  bil(  affecting  them ;  and  con- 
tended, that  the  public  interests  were  essentially  con- 
cerned in  the  success  of  their  resistance  to  the  bill  as 
H  now  stood.  If  it  was  right  that  the  public  should 
know  who  were  qualified  or  unqualified,  as  medical 
practitioners,  then  it  was  right  to  carry  out  the  principle 
to  the  fullest  extent ;  otherwise,  no  previous  examination 
should  be  required.  Why  were  gentlemen  examined 
and  Hoented  but  from  the  persuasion,  that  the  unlicensed 
should  not  be  allowed  to  tamper  with  the  lives,  health, 
and  security  of  the  public  ?  If  it  was  necessary  that 
anntissnim  should  be  apprenticed,  and  pan  the  Apothe- 
caries* Company,— if  they  must  have  a  College  diploma 
before  they  could  be  acknowledged  in  society  sa 
physicians  and  surgeons, — it  was  right  that  they 
should  be  protected  against  the  aggressions  of  the 
unqualified,  uneducated,  and  unprincipled.  He  had 
therefore,  no  hesitation  in  supporting  this  motion.  He 
thought  that  the  Apothecaries'  Company  with  all  its 
faults,  had  done  much  good.  They  were  indebted  to 
it  for  the  great  progress  made  in  the  education  of  the 
general  practitioner.  Judging  from  his  observations 
for  some  years  past,  he  considered,  that  the  general 
practitioner  had  immensly  advanced  in  public  value. 
He  had  lived  to  see  the  day  when  persons  could  safely 
trust  their  health  to  practitioners  in  their  immediate 
neighbourhood ;  and  this  he  attributed  to  the  advanced 
rate  of  study.  He  considered,  that  the  present  clause 
in  the  act  of  the  Apothecaries'  Company  was  feeble, 
but  feebleness  was  a  comparative  term  and  measured 
by  the  antithesis.  A  clause  might  be  strong  enough, 
tf  its  opponents  were  not  strong  enough  for  the  clause. 
(t  might  be  difficult  to  prove  that  an  unqualified  person 
had  practised  in  a  manner  to  bring  him  under  the 


penalty.  He  had  known  instances  of  persons  having 
been  punished,  and  he  believed  that  some  penal 
enactment  was  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the 
public.  Unless  such  an  enactment  was  passed,  ha 
would  say  let  fresh  legislation  alone.  He  did  not 
mean  any  measure  that  would  drive  individuals  to 
prefer  individual  informations;  but  he  maintained 
that  every  practitioner  should  be  registered,  that  the 
registry  should  be  published,  and  that  there  should  be 
a  public  body  to  inform  and  proceed  against  individuals 
practising  irregularly.  Also,  that  instead  of  going 
into  a  court  of  law,  with  barristers  on  each  side,  there 
should  be  a  summary  information  laid  by  die  pubfic 
body,  and  a  power  given  to  magistrates  to  adjudicate : 
thus  a  speedy  remedy  would  be  afforded  to  the 
complainants.  He  hoped  that  medical  men  would  be 
unanimous,  and  willing  to  sacrifice  their  own  opinions 
when  a  principle  was  not  concerned.  He  considered 
that  they  were  indebted  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
not  hurrying  this  bill  through  Parliament.  It  was  now 
open  for  diecnssion  till  next  Session,  and  if  it  should 
be  found,  as  he  hoped  it  would  be  found,  that  the  pro- 
fession throughout  the  kingdom  at  large  were  nearly 
unanimous  on  certain  points,  they  might  perhaps,  be 
able  to  congratulate  themselves  on  being  protected  in 
their  labours  in  an  ill-remunerated  profession. 

Some  further  discussion  arose  on  this  motion,  in 
which  Mr.  Nichols,  Dr.  Wayte,  Mr.  Ferrian,  and  the 
Chairman  took  part  Mr.  Crosse  the  Cbairnum'aaid  that 
if  there  were  to  be  no  general  penal  clause  introduced 
into  this  bill,  he  would  say  let  us,  in  the  provinces  of 
England,  rather  remain  as  we  are,  and  quoted  some 
passages  from  the  statement  of  the  Society  of  Apothe- 
caries on  the  subject.  From  these  it  appeared  that 
the  Society  were  of  opinion  "  that  some  penal  check 
upon  unqualified  practice  is  essential  to  the  efficiency 
of  any  measure  of  Medical  Reform,"  and  that  the 
attempt  to  put  down  illegal  practice'  *  has  never  yet 
been  fairly  made ;"  and  also  that  *  in  a  case  like  the 
present,  what  the  law  does  not  forbid,  it  must  be  taken 
to  sanction;  and  if  it  imposes  no  check  upon  the 
practice  of  incompetent  men,  it  must  be  held  respon- 
sible for  the  monstrous  evils  that  result  from  It** 
Except  in  certain  instances,  continued  Mr.  Crosse,  of 
public  appointments,  the  new  bill  would  permit,  and 
even  sanction,  the  practice  of  the  unregistered  and 
unqualified  in  all  instances;  and  what  would  be  the 
effect?  The  class  just  above  the  pauper,  and  the 
lowest  poor  who  choose  to  avoid  applying  to  the  sur- 
geon of  a  union,  would  be  left  to  the  care  of  die 
unregistered.  When  public  appointments  were  held 
out  as  a  great  boon  to  the  profession,  it  would  be  well 
to  ask  what  was  their  pecuniary  value  ?  It  need  hardly 
be  stated,  that  in  their  profession,  there  was  very  little 
pecuniary  payment  to  be  derived  from  any  public 
office;  and  what  appointments  there  were  of  any 
value  would  be  found  in  the  metropolis.  What  the 
union  surgeon  received  could  scarcely  be  called  pay- 
ment for  his  services ;  and  were  the  total  emoluments 
derived  from  public  offices  divided  equally  amonfcst  the 
qualified  members  of  the  profession,  they  would  not 
be  found  to  average  £20  per  annum  to  each  practi- 
tioner: and  therefore  the  securing  those  appointments 
to  him  was  no  great  boon  for  his  being  left  without 
legal  protection  in  all  other  respects.  '  'He  would 
revert  again  to  the  Apothecaries' statement    ft  i 
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— "  What,  then*  is  the  panel  check  which  your  expe- 
rience suggests?  We  reply,  let  the  lew  distantly 
affirm,  that  no  one  shell  practiee  the  heeling  art,  with 
a  view  to  gain,  who  hai  not  given  evidence  of  hie  coin- 
petency.  Punish  those  who  offend  against  the  law  in 
this  respect;  let  the  process  be  simple  and  inexpensive, 
the  punishment  certain,  and  following  closely  npon 
the  commission  of  the  offence ;  give  a  power  to  two 
magistrates  to  convict,  and  punish  by  fine  and  impri- 
sonment, with  appeal  to  the  quarter  sessions."  In  all 
other  cases,  there  was  first  the  law  to  forbid  the  act ; 
but  by  this  singular  part  of  the  present  bill,  persons 
were  allowed  to  practice,  and  yet  the  power  to  Sue  for 
charges  was  to  be  taken  away  from  them.  Little 
effect  would,  however,  ensue  from  this,  as  all  honest 
people  would  pay  those  whom  they  voluntarily  em- 
ployed. This  did  not  remove  the  anomaly  of  the  act, 
arising  from  the  absence  of  a  general  penal  clause. 
They  had  heard  much  of  putting  the  cart  before  the 
horse — but  here  was  a  cart  and  no  horse  at  all — a 
passive  machine  without  a  locomotive  attached — 
accomplishing  what  Hudibras  contemplated, 

M  To  keep  at  equally  in  awe, 
.   Of  breaking  and  ssalntaising  law." 

It  wis  a  great  point  to  have  a  genera]  penal  dense,  and 
to  tender  it  as  effective  as  possible. 

The  Chairman  then  put  the  resolution,  which,  as  well 
as  the  preceding  resolutions,  was  carried  unanimously. 

Moved  by  Mr.  R.  J.  Tuneley,  of  Wynondham,  and 
seconded  by  Mr.  Drake,  of  Norwich :  "  That  the  fore- 
going resolutions  be  published  in  the  local  papers,  and 
a  copy  of  them  sent  to  each  Member  of  Parliament  for 
this  city,  the  county  of  Norfolk,  and  its  boroughs ;  and 
that  a  petition  based  upon  these  resolutions  be  pre- 
pared by  the  following  committee,  and  after  receiving 
the  signatures  of  those  members  of  the  profession  who 
are  willing  to  support  its  prayer,  be  presented  to  each 
House  of  Parliament,  and  that  the  committee  be 
requested  to  continue  their  services  for  the  purpose  of 
watching  the  interests  of  the  profession.  Committee : 
Dr.  Evans,  Dr.  Lynn,  Dr.  Wayte,  J.  G.  Crosse,  B.  H. 
Norgate,  J.  6.  Johnson,  C.  Costerton,  W.  P.  Nichols, 
A.  Dalrymple,  W.  S.  Perrier,  R.  D.  Hale,  D.  Dalrymple, 
and  P.  Bade,  Esqrs.,   with  power  to  add    to   their 


(Signed) 


J.G.CROSSE, 

Chairman. 


LEEDS  MEETING. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Medical  Profession  of  the 
Borough  of  Leeds,  held  at  the  Philosophical  Ball,  on 
Thursday,  the  12th  instant,  Samuel  Smith,  Esq.,  in  the 
chair,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted : — 

Moved  by  Mr.  Hey,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Cass : — 
M  That  this  meeting  observes  with  pleasure  that  by  the 
introduction  into  Parliament  of  a  Bill  intitled  <  A  Bill 
for  the  better  Regulation  of  Medical  Practice  throughout 
the  United  Kingdom,'  Her  Majesty'  Ministers  have  at 
length  admitted  the  necessity  which  has  been  so  long 
felt  by  the  Profession  of  making  some  alteration  in  its 
government." 

Moved  by  Mr.  Nunneley,  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
Hall : — "That  this  Meeting  views  with  satisfaction  the 
approximation  made  by  this  bill  towards  the  attain- 


of  a  high  and  unUnm  standard  of  auali&catkm 
for  all  members  of  the  medical  profession,  and  it  is 
earnestly  hoped,  in  the  progress  of  the  Bill  through  the 
Houses  of  Parliament,  its  provisions  may  be  rendered  as 
complete  as  possible. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Pace,  end  seconded  by  Mr.  PuUsa  n— 
"  That,  whilst  it  is  admitted  that  it  may  1*  exceedingly 
difficult  entirely  to  suppress  quackery,  this  Meeting  is 
decidedly  of  opinion  that  some  more  stringent  measunsi 
than  are  contained  in  the  proposed  Bill  onght  to  be 
adopted  for  the  protection  of  the  public  and  the  pro* 
fession  against  ignorant  and  unqualified  persons. 

Proposed  by  Mr.  Braithwaite  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
Evans : — "  That  a  permanent  Committee,  consisting  of 
the  following  gentlemen— Messrs.  Braithwaite,  Buowu, 
Bulmer,  Cass,  Chorley,  Garlick,  Hall,  Hey,  Land, 
Macfarlan,  Nunneley,  Price,  Ratcliffe,  Smith,  and 
Teale,  with  power  to  add  to  their  number,  be  now 
appointed  for  the  purpose  of  communicating  with  the 
Borough  Members,  of  watching  the  progress  of  the 
Bill,  and  taking  such  other  steps  as  they  may  think 
necessary  for  carrying  out  the  views  of  ttnVMeettrig." 


BIRMINGHAM  MfiBTWCh 

On  Tuesday,  Sept.  10th,  a  very  numerous  and  highly 
respectable  meeting  of  the  medical  profession  of  Bir- 
mingham and  the  neighbourhood,  was  held  at  the 
Public  Office,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  const* 
deration  the  bill  lately  introduced  by  Sir  Jas.  Graham 
for  Medical  Reform. 

Among  those  present  were  the  following  gentlemen  t 
—Dr.  Fletcher,  Dr.  Birt  Devies,  Dr.  Skerratt,  toe. 
Mackay,  Messrs.  Thomas  Chavasse,  Pye  Cnavasan, 
Swinson,  George  Elkington,  Cromptou,  Holbeca, 
Wickenden,  Russell,  Knowles,  Crompton,  P.  Elkington, 
Ryland,  Partridge,  Bindley,  Taylor.Cartwright,  Allarton, 
A.  Baker,  Saunders,  Bracey,  Simons,  Archer,  Wilder*, 
Harmer,  Hadley,  Chesshire,  Sproston,  Parsons,  Watson, 
Hind,  Green,  Parker,  Lawrence,  and  Mash,  of  North- 
ampton. 

Dr.  Bell  Fletcher  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  among 
the  resolutions  passed  were  the  following  : — 

"  That  this  meeting,  having  had  its  attention  called  to 
the  provisions  of  a  Bill  which  has  been  submitted*  to 
the  House  of  Commons  by  Sir  James  Graham,  on  the 
subject  of  Medical  Reform,  is  of  opinion  that  there 
are  some  very  important  objects  not  provided  for  hi 
that  measure,  to  which  the  attention  of  the  Legislature 
should  be  earnestly  and  respectfully  called. 

"  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  the  system  at 
present  pursued  in  this  country  by  druggists,  and 
other  unqualified  persons,  of  prescribing  for'  and 
attending  patients,  is  fraught  with  serious  danger  to 
the  public  at  large,  and  more  particularly  to  the  poor; 
and  that  the  absence  of  all  restrictions  in  the  BQ1  now 
before  Parliament,  beyond  the  mere  disqualification 
for  holding  public  appointments,  is  deeply  to  be' la- 
mented, as  it  is  evident  the  mass  of  the  population 
cannot  discriminate  between  the  ignorant  pretender 
and  the  regularly  educated  practitioner— the  fact  of 
registration  being  utterly  insufficient  for  that  purpose* 

"  It  appearing  to  this  meeting  that  the  direct  sanction 
given  by  Government  to  quackery,  by  legalising  the 
sale  of  stamped  medicines,  has  a  tendency  greatly  to 
deceive  and  to  prejudice  the  minds  of  the  public,  abd 


m 


nmM/imm. 


■nfrnlgbt  with  mmsjvr  W  the  lives  of  her  'Majesty's 
•objects:  Reserved,  Thatin  the  oc*ii^^ 
ftln  expedient  that  Government  should  provide  some 
ftr  the  suppression  of  the  sale  6f  stamped 


•*  thAt  petfdoto,  embodying  tb^forcgohigresolutioi^ 
&  addressed  to  both  Houses  df  Parliament ;  and  that 
a  deputation  do  wait  upon  tfici  Karl  of  Dartmouth  and 
tte  feorough  Members,  to  request  them  to  present  the 
same,  and  to  use  their  best  exertions  to  promote  the 
success  or*  Us  prayer. 

"That  this  meeting  acknowledges  with  pleasure  the 
communication  received  from  the  Chairman  of  the 
Birmingham  and  Midland  Districts  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Association,  and  is  anxious  to  express  its  appro-' 
batftm  of  the  principles  on'  which  that  Society  is 
formed." 


bastings  Meeting. 


Atnn*t*titu;oitfc*medM 
Hastings  and  St.  Leonards,  held  on  Monday  the  16th 
of  September,  and  conrened  for  the  purpose  of  discus- 
sing the  medienl  bill  of  Sir  James  Graham ;  W.  Duke, 
Ets>»  in  the  chair  :— 


sfeanivadt—Thet  this 
f**bs*joa  the  proposed  «u*ffenajoa  of  the  Council 
of  Baakh  and  Medical  Education,  inasmuch  as  no 
anaeral  practitioner  is  by  this  bill ;  proposed  to  be 
appointed  on  the  council,  thereby  withholding  from 
that  ■eannoua  body  a  voiee  in  the formation  of  all 
Miasm  and  regulation*  which,  will  haws  so  important 
tjoathe  future  condUtonof  th*.  great  body  of 
l>raciitk>nert  tiirotmhoot  the  Unite*  Kiogdon* 

Resolved  :— That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting 
the  Bill  for  the  better  Regulation  of  Medical  Practice 
throughout  t&e  IMHed  stingdom,  repealing  as  it  does 
the  Apothecaries'  Act  of  1915,  and  substituting  no 
adequate  protection  to  the  great  body  of  medical 
practitioners,  would,  if  carried  in  its  present  form,  be 
highly  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  profession 
and  to  the  public  welfare. 

Resolved :— Thajt  the  Society  of  Apothecaries  are 
entitled  to  the  best  thanks  of  the  profession,  for 
having  enforced  a  gradual  and  extended  course  of 
study  and  examination,  which  has  elevated  the  posi- 
tion of  the  general  practitioner,  and  that  the  removal 
of  all  restrictions  and  penalties  from  unlicensed  prac- 
titioners of  medicine,  which  the  repeal  of  the  Act  of 
1*15  t  would  effect*  would  b«  greatly  injurious  to  the 
fawfesafon,  and  to  the  public  at  large. 

Resolved  t— That  a  deputation  be  formed,  con- 
sitting  of  the  Chairman,  Dr.  Meekness,  R.  Ranking, 
Esq.,  F.Tfeehurst,  Esq.,  J.  Savory,  Esq.,  W.  H.  Gardner, 
Esq.,  J.  Hanger,  Esq.,  and  the  Secretary,  to  wait  upon 
the  Members  for  the  borough,  and  to  afford  them  any 
necessary  explanation,  requesting  them  to  support  the 
vtewt  of  this  meeting,  urging  upon  them  the  injustice 
td  tim-profesrioa,  and  the  injury  to  the  public,  certain 
to  result  from  the  carrying  out  of  the  proposed  Bill  of 
Sir  James  Graham. 

Resolved :— That  a  petition  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons be .  prepared,  founded  on  the  above  resolutions, 
asd&atlr  be  presented  to  the  House  by  R.  Holland, 


and  M.  Wise*,  Esurs.,  andifcet  *e  County  IttSbe* 
O.  Darby,  ind  A.  G.  Fuller,  Esqrs*  be  rtqUtswl  to 
support  the  prayer  of  the  petition. 

WALTER  DOTE, 
Honorary  Secretary. 
Hastings,  Sept.  19, 1844. 


ROCHDALE  MEETING. 

A  meeting  of  the  Medical  Practitioners  of  **$^ 
and  ttenei^bourWd  was  held  on  Thursday,  tfe&Xk 
instant,  to  take  into  consideration  the  provisions  of 
Sir  J.  Graham's  Medical  Reform  .fell*  There w/ft 
present— Mr.  Dunlop,  chairman ;  Dr.  Edwards ;  Mesas. 
Wood,  F.R.C.S.;  Bower,  Dicken,  Barker,  SetieVsj 
Lamb,  Lawton,  R.  Barker,  Schofield,  N.. Buckley, 
Collingwood,  Coventry,  Taylor,  and  Thomasson. 

A  petition  to  the  House  of  Common*,  strongry  con* 
damnatory  of  that  portion  of  Sir  J.  Graham's  manure 
which  proposes  to  repeal  the  Act  of  1815,  without  the 
substitution  of  any  other  equally  stringent  enactment 
for  the  protection  of  the  legally  qualified  practitioner^ 
was  unanimously  agreeet  to. 

A  deputation  was  also  appointed  tir  wait  upon 
the  Honourahte.Mnmber  for,  the  borough,  to  /una/* 
him  to  present  the  petition,  and  toanpportilspciMT, 
at  the  meeting  of  Parliament. 


SALISBURY  MEETING. 

At  meeting  of  the  medical  practitioners  in  StWnvf. 
held  at  the  Salisbury  Infirmary,  September  11, 18M» 
present,  Dr.  Grove,  in  the  chair,  Dr.  W.  C.  rlnek, 
H.  Coates,  Esq.,  W.  Andrews,  Esq.,  6.  Tatota,  £$(, 
John  Toone,  Esq.,  John  Wlnsar,  Esq^  W.  M.  (/cate^ 
Esq.,  T.  R.  Moore,  Esq^,  J.  A.  Lush,  Esq.,  A.  Mtffc 
ton,  Esq.,  G.  Senior,  Esq.:— It  waa  resolved  that'* 
General  Meeting  of  the  Medical  Pmtftionejt  tt&fl 
county  should  be  convened  to  discuss  the  nrbsttfim 
of  Sir  James  Graham's  Bill  for  thebetter  KejrUattoaW 
Medical  Practice  throughout  the  United  KSn^oni 
The  meeting  was  appointed  to  be  held  at  the  CounjeS 
Chamber,  Salisbury,  on  Tuesday,  the  8th  of  October, 
at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 


BOOKS  RECEIVED. 

Twenty-fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  Director!  of 
the  Dundee  Royal  Asylum  for  Lunatics,  ftc.  Dundee : 
1844,  8vo.  pp.  48. 

State  of  an  Institution  near  York,  called  the  Retreat 
for  Persons  afflicted  with  Disorders  of  the  hfind.  Forty- 
eighth  Report.    York :  1844, 12m&,  pp.  26, 


ERRATUM. 
Page  388,  col.  2,;  line  32.  Tlmtneasfsmnentof  ti* 
diameter  of  the  pelvis  in  the  case  narrated  in  the 
Journal  of  September  18th,  was  from  one  inch-end* 
half  to  one  inch  and  fire  eighths,  instead  oferoni  see 
immsnritiwetefattbatocjMi 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Communications  have  been  received  from  Dr^ 
CoBen;  Dr.  Hind&j  Mr.  G.  King;  and  Dr.  ft***. 


PROVINCIAL 

W£I>ICAL  &  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


CtltMCAL   LECTURES    ON    DISLOCATIONS, 
*A$fctVSRfel>    AT    THE    CHAINING  -  CROSS 
IJtfrfHTAL.    SITMMER  SESSION,  1844. 

si       I 

fyHmvxr  Hancock,  Esq.,  Surgeon  to  the  hospital. 


I  aiasM  ccmsnence  the  present  lecture  by  describ- 
tag  to  yeu  the  appearances  which  the  shoulder 
i  in  its  natural  vtate,  and  also  the  points  or 
teoessary  to  be  observed  in  relation  to 
>  of  the  joint.    The  shoulder  is  some- 
«4at  coastal  in 'shape, the  base  being  at  the  axillary 
whilst  th^  a^e«  is>  directed  upwards  and 
It  prcaenmtour  aspecta---au  anterior, 
fRSjUrioiv  ssawsfior^  and  external.    On  the  anterior 
aspect,  mnmmmng  at  the  border  of  the  axilla,  is 
*4aauafsoose  landtag  up  (b  the  anterior  margin  of 
tocfisfiele,  at  about  an  inch  and  a  half  from  its 
extremity,  at  fee  angle  between  its  eoa> 
i  andeonvex  portions.    Place*  your  fingernpea 
Una  spot,  and  carry  it  outwards  and  then  backwards 
around  the  shoulder,  and  yon  will  be  able  to  trace 
the  and'  of  the  clavicle,  the  acromion  process,  and, 
lastly,  the  spine  of  the  scapula,  very  woD  marked, 
ana!  easily  discerned,  especially  in  thin  muscular 
UM&riduals.    Next  retrace  your  finger  and  place  it 
fettle  groove  immediately  below  the  clavicle.  This 
Spot  corresponds   to  the  division   between   tbe 
ejsjterior  edge  of  tbe  dehoid  and  upper  edge  of  the 
fnctoralis  major  muscles.  *  Carry  your  finger  out- 
i  and  you  wiH  then  feel  the  dense  ligament  or 
r  frscia  extending  from  the  ooraeoid  process  to 
the  clavicle  and  ribs,  the  coracoid  process,  the 
amerioi  edge  of  tbe  deltoid  muscle,  and  the  pro- 
minence of  the  bead  of  the  humerus.    On  the  pes- 
tailor  aspect  you  may  observe  tbe  supra-spinal 
teas,  beneath  which  is  tbe  spine  of  the  scapula; 
*t»ea»  your  finger  along  this  process  from  within,  out- 
cjaeds,  or  from  the  vertebrae  towards  the  humerus,1 
•Ad  yon  will  be  able  to  feel  the  well  defined  pos- 
;%afier  margin  of  the  acromial   protest,  beneath 
*ashjeb,  if  you  exercise  a  ttttle  pressure  upon  the 
Hsaufnuior  porttonof  the  dekoid  muscle,  you  wil 
MhffttVwheu  the  asm  Is  at  rest  by  the  side,  a 
*>te^re*siori,  the  aoremion  overlapping  tbe  head  of 
^JaMutateru*  in  this*  direction ;  when,  however,  the 
Me.SS,  October  9, 1844. 


arm  is  carried  across  the  chest,  this  degression  is 
not  so  evident,  as  the*  head  of  the  humerus  ihr  then 
thrown  more  backward* 

Extending  down  from  the  head  to  the  shoulder, 
on  the  posterior  part  of  the  neck,  is  a  protttnent 
but  obtuse  border.  This  is  the  external  edge  of 
the  trapezius  muscle.  Carry  your  finger  from 
above,  downwards,  and  from  within,  outwards, 
along  the  cap  of  tbe  shoulder,  and  you  will  dis- 
tinguish die  following  objects.  At  the  termination 
of  this  border  or  margin  you  vriftV feel  a- ledge 
or  ridge  much  more ■•  'distinct  In  setae  ktdrvld- 
uals  than  in  others,"  this*  is  the  acrotaiaf  extremity 
of  the  clavicle  articulating  with  the  aoromiar  pro^ 
cess  upon  which  your  finger  next  rests ;  pass  your 
finger  for  rather  more  than  an  inch  outwards,  and 
it  will  slip  over  the  edge  of  this  process  directly 
upon  the  projecting  head  of  the  humerus,  covered 
by  the  deltoid  muscle.  You  must  bear  inttftnd 
the  dHFerent  degrees  of  projection  preset*!  by  the 
clavicle.  In  some  individuals  R  is  so  much  ele* 
vated  and  enlarged  that  a  considerate  projection 
results,  naMe  to  be  mistaken  for  taxation  cvTttsoaec 
of  the  bone. 

M.  Huguier  has  observed  that  this  projection  fa 
very  common  among  convicts  sentenced  to  penal 
labour,  and  he  attribates  it  to  the  incessant  pres* 
sure  exercised  by  the  clavicle  and  acromion,  one 
against  the  other.  You  will  frequently  meet  With 
this  excess  of  formation  among  the  hard-working 
poor,  and  you  must  be  careful  not  to  mistake  it 
either  for  accident  or  disease.  In  most  instances, 
however,  you  will  be  guided  by  examining* 'both 
shoulders  of  the  patient,  When  you  will  usually  find 
a  similar  projection  on  both.  Indeed,  I  should 
strongly  recotnmend  you  in  every  case  of  injury  to 
joints,  for  which  you  are  consulted,  to  examine  the 
corresponding  joint,  for  if  you  omit  to  do  this,  you 
will  constantly  be  liable  to  fall  into  some  error  or 
other.  On  the  external  aspect  tbe  points  to  be 
remarked  are  the  outer  edge  of  the  acromion  pro- 
cess, below  which  is  the  rounded  eminence  of  tbe 
head  of  the  humerus  and  deltoid  muscles  projecting 
considerably  in  this  direction.  We  wttltoew  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  i***Joos  of  the 
shoulder  johst,  -and  the  mechanism  by  which  tfwse 
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motions  are  extorted  Hie  shoulder  joint  enjoys 
greater  extent  and  latitude  of  motion  than  any 
joint  id  the  human  frame.  Its  motions  are  those 
of  flexion,  extension,  abduction,  adduction,  rotation, 
and  circumduction,  or  a  combination  of  these 
motions. 

When  the  humerus  is  carried  backwards,  the 
shoulder  joint  is  in  a  state  of  extension.  The 
muscles  by  which  this  motion  is  effected  are  the 
deltoid,  by  its  scapular  portion,  the  teres  minor, 
teres  major,  long  head  of  the  triceps,  and  the  latis- 
simus dorsi. 

,  When,  on  the  contrary,  the  humerus  is  carried 
forwards,  the  shoulder  joint  is  in  the  position  of 
flexion  produced  by  the  action  of  the  acromial  and 
clavicular  portions  of  the  deltoid,  the  supra- 
spinal, biceps,  coraco-brachialis,  and  clavicular 
portion  of  the  pectoralis  major  muscles;  and 
when  the  humerus  is  elevated  in  a  plane  parallel 
to  that  of  the  scapula,  these  muscles  are  to  a  small 
degree  assisted  by  the  infra-spinatus  and  sub- 
scapularis.  Abduction  is  where  the  humerus  is 
carried  from  within  outwards,  away  from  the  side, 
being  directed  neither  forwards  nor  backwards. 
This  motion  is  effected  by  the  combined  action  of 
the  deltoid,  the  supra-spinatus  and  infra-spinatus 
muscles,  assisted  by  the  biceps  and  coraco-brachialis. 
.  In  adduction  the  arm  is  returned  to  the  side  by 
tbe  pectoralis  and  latissimus  dorsi  muscles. 
,  The  •  motion  of  rotation  is  of  •  two  kinds,  for 
fofftflmr,  where  the  thumb  is  turned  outwards  and 
.tideways,  where  the  palm  of  the  hand  is  directed 
forwards,  the  limb  is  said  to  be  in  a  state  of  supi- 
pation,  or  rotated  outwards,  or  radiad;  where  on 
the  contrary  the  back  of  the  hand  is  directed  for- 
wards with  the  thumb  turned  in waids  towards  the 
mesial  Hoe,  k  is  pronated  or  rotated  inwards  or 
triuad.  These  rotations  may  be  performed  when  the 
arm  is  in  a  state  of- extension,  flexion,  abduction,  or 
adduction,  as  indeed  may  be  abduction  or  adduc- 
tion when  the  limb  is  flexed  or  extended,  and  vice 
W8&.  The  muscles  which  rotate  the  humerus 
.outwards,  are  the  supra-apinatus,  infra-spinatus, 
teres  minor,  scapular  portion  of  the  deltoid,  and 
when  the  humerus  has  been  rolled  inwards,  the 
ooraco-brachialw  to  a  small  extent.  The  rotators 
inwards  are  the  subscapularis,  the  clavicular  portion 
of  the  deltoid,  and  when  the  humerus  has  already 
■been  rotated  outwards,  the  latissimus  dorsi,  teres 
major,  and,  at  the  commencement  of  rotation,  the 
pectoralis  major. 

Circumduction  is  a  compound  movement  com- 
prising the  whole  of  the  preceding  motions  j  in  this 
the  humerus  is  made  to  describe  the  circumference 
of  a  cone,  the  base  of  which  is  towards  the  elbow, 
.the  apex  being  at  the  shoulder  joint.  This  move- 
<ment  is  produced  by  the  flexors,  abductors,  exten- 
<*ors,  and  adductors,  acting  to  the  same  degree,  and 
in  the  same  order  of  succession  as  that  in 


which  they  are  inserted  around  me  humerus.  Thus 
it  is  commenced  by  the  pectoralis  major  which 
raises  the  arm  forwards,  inwards,  and  onwards, 
until  it  comes  within  the  sphere  of  action  of  the 
flexors  and  abductors,  which  continue  the  move- 
ment upwards,  outwards,  and  backwards,  until  the 
arm  is  placed  under  the  influence  of  the  extensor 
muscles,  which  carry  it  backwards,  inwards,  an! 
downwards,  thus  completing  the  motion  of  circum- 
duction. But  you  must  bear  in  mind  that  the 
movements  of  the  shoulder  joint  are  not  confined 
to  the  mere  revolution  or  gliding  of  the  humerus 
upon  the  scapula,  but  that  a  great  latitude  is  added 
to  these  movements  by  the  scapula  not  being  a 
fixed  bone,  but,  on  the  contrary,  retained  in  itssinia- 
tion  and  influenced  by  the  action  of  muscles  which 
enable  it  to  yield  to  and  Mow  the  several  mouooi 
of  the  humerus,  thus  bestowing  greater  freedom 
and  sphere  of  action  upon  the  upper  extremity. 
Indeed,  were  we  to  confine  our  examination  to  the 
muscles  usually  described  as  enacting  the  mote- 
menu  of  the  shoulder  joint,  we  should  omit  sevenl 
very  important  agents,  It  is  true  that  they  do  ast 
act  directly  upon  the  humerus,  but  by  adapting  tie 
scapula  to  the  necessities  of  that  bone,  they  eatek 
the  joint  to  perform  the  functions  for  which  it  was 
designed  in  a  perfect  and  efficient  manner.  How 
comparatively  limited  would  be  the  sphere  of 
action,  were  it  not  fortius  beautiful  arrangement 
I  am  now  endeavouring  to  explain  to  you,  and  how 
constantly  would  jars  and  concussions  be  ifjmsf 
to  the  shoulder  joint.  The  value  of  these  mojclei 
is  particularly  illustrated  by  those  artisans  who  haie 
to  wield  heavy  sledge  hammers ;  take  the  Week- 
smith  for  instance,  and  observe  with  what  power 
he  is  enabled  to  strike  the  heated  metaL  He  dee) 
not  derive  this  power  from  what  have  usually  he* 
described  as  the  muscles  of  the  shoulder  joist 
alone,  but  is  mainly  indebted  for  the  great  strength 
and  ease  with  which  he  performs  these  evohtfiew 
to  the  accessory  power  the  joint  thus  derives  mm 
the  arrangement  of  the  scapula,  and  the  influence 
exerted  upon  that  bone  by  the  trapezius,  levator 
anguli  scapula?  and  rhomboid  muscles,  and  by  wWce 
arrangement  he  escapes  those  shocks  and  < 
sions  which  his  shoulder  joint  would 
inevitably  encounter. 

Dislocations  of  the  shoulder  are  either  eoooJetf) 
incomplete,  congenital,  simple  compound,  or  coav 
plicated.  But  as  the  object  of  these  lectern » 
rather  to  point  out  to  you  the  phenomena  of  eWe- 
cation  resulting  from  violence  or  accident,  we,  will 
commence,  if  you  please,  with  the  cosMdtiatiamof 
simple  complete  dislocations  of  this  joint  ta* 
the  review  of  the  anatomy  of  the  part  taame^ 
which  we  have  passed  in  this  and  the  pcmsJsjf 
lectures,  you  will  doubtless  have  observed  mat  *** 
are  situations  in  which  dislocation  oai 
unices  complicated  with  other  misohiet 
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the  notion  of  abduction  being  faked  by  the 
elbow  striking  sgafasttlie  thorax,  the  head  of  the 
humerus  on  scarcely  be  dnuocated  directly  outwards 
mreugfe  the  deltoid  muscle,  or  from  beneath  the 
acromion  process  of  the  scapula ;  neither  can  it  be 
displaced  directly  upwards,  as  it  there  meets  with 
the  insurmountable   obstacle   presented  by   the 


largest  number  of  muscles  are  those  which  are 
luxated  with  the  greatest  difficulty ;  a  theory  com* 
pletely  overset  by  the  greater  frequency  of  this 
accident  to  the  shoulder  than  to  any  other  joint 
of  the  body.  Most  of  the  older  authors  have  fallen 
into  the  same  error  j  from  not  baring  had  opportu- 
nities of  examining  the  parts  and.  judging  from 
coraco- acromial  arch.     Luxation  backwards,  or  1  actual  dissection,  they  were  obliged  to  guess,  indeed, 


into  the  mfre-spinatus  fossa,  though  ?ery  rare,  is 
by  no  means  impossible.  Sir  A.  Cooper  mentions 
haying  seen  two  instances  in  a  practice  of  thirty- 
ei^ht  years,  but  there  are  several  cases  recorded  of 
tins  accident  The  supra-spinatus  and  deltoid  tend 
to  prevent  the  head  of  the  bone  slipping  directly 
forwards.  Nothing,  on  the  contary,  prevents  dis- 
location downwards,  and  when  the  arm  is  raised 
from  (he  side  the  deltoid  may  assist  it  in  a  very 
decided  manner.  The  capsule,  internally  much 
thinner  than  in  other  situations,  is  only  sustained 
by  the  tendon  of  the  sub-scapularis  muscle,  which 
tends  to  push  the  head  of  the  bone  with  great  force 
towards  the  glenoid  cavity  when  dislocation  is 
likely  to  occur.  When  the  arm  is  elevated  to  a 
right  angle  with  the  trunk,  the  axis  of  the  humerus 
is  very  near  the  inferior  border  of  the  glenoid 
cavity.  The' deltoid,  pectoralis  major,  latishnus 
dorsi,  and  teres  major  muscles,  then  become 
auxiliaries  to  the  power  of  displacement,  which,  in 
point  of  met,  meets  with  no  other  opposition  than 
that  experienced  from  the  capsule.  Luxation  down- 
wards and  inwards,  therefore,  may  easily  occur,  and 
is  consequently  a  very  common  accident. 

Luxation  in  front  occurs  under  two  forms.  First, 
the  head  of  the  humerus,  arrested  by  the  tip  of  the 
eoracoid  process  and  the  capsular  ligament,  may 
remain  with  the  groove  or  anatomical  neck  placed  on 
the  edge  of  the  glenoid  cavity.  This  accident  has 
.Wen  described  as  an  incomplete  or  sub-luxation  of 
the  humerus,  by  Sir  A.  Cooper,  Messrs.  Physic,  Vel- 
peun,  If  alle,  Howship,  Fisher,  and  other  writers 
en  tms  subject.  In  the  other  form,  the  head  of  the 
none  may  be  forced  upwards  and  inwards,  either 
above  the  tendon  of  the  subscapularis  muscle,  or 
by  that  muscle  being  ruptured,  and  be  fixed 
beneath  the  clavicle,  although  Petit  has  observed 
that  the  bead  of  the  bone  can  never  be  dislocated 
upwards  and  inwards,  because  the  head  of  the  bone 
w  arrested  by  the  coraco-brachiaus,  two  heads  of 
of  the  bleeps,  and  the  eoracoid  process.  Neverthe- 
less, these  accidents  do  occur,  and  occur  frequently, 
although  less  so  than  in  the  direction  of  the 
axula.  M.  Petit  indeed  placed  too  much  reliance 
upon  the  power  of  muscles  in  preventing  disloca- 
tions, whilst  he  .appears  to  have  overlooked  how 
the  strength  of  a  joint  and  its  immunity 
idents  depends  upon  shape  mn4  the 
t  of  the  bony  arttoulatory  surfaces;  for 
he  observes,  wi$n  reference  to  this  subject,  that 
are  surrounded  by  the1 


as  recently  as  the  year  18|0.  Mr.  Hey,  of  Leeds, 
than  whom  a  better  surgeon  never  existed,  in  hie 
observations  on  surgery,  lamented  that  the  oppor- 
tunities of  dissecting  the  shoulder  joint  in  a  state 
of  dislocation  were  so  exceedingly  rare.  So  rare 
were  these  opportunities,  that  Mr.  Crampton,  who 
has  assisted  mateiiaDy  in  removing  our  ignorance 
upon  this  subject,  states,  in  the  third  volume  of  the 
Medieo«Cbirurgioal  Transactions,  that  at  the  time 
Mr.  Hey  wrote  his  work  on  surgery,  there  was, 
he  believes,  but  one  case  on  record  in  which  the 
actual  state'  of  the  joint,  in  a  recent  dislocation  of 
the  shoulder,  was  described  and  delineated,  and  you 
will  find  that  case  recorded  in  the  medical  obser- 
vations and  enquiries  for  the  year  1761,  entitled 
observations  on  a  dislocated  shoulder,  by  Henry 
Thompson.  We  know  from  experience,  that  the 
muscles  afford  but  little  protection  when  taken  by 
surprise.  Mr.  John  Hunter  justly  observed,  that 
when  muscles  were  so  taken  by  surprise,  their 
force  or  power  was  then  eluded,  and  be  asserts, 
mat  before  a  muscle  can  put  forth  its  roll  force, 
it  must  be  in  a  state  of  preparation  for  action,  and 
thai  this  state  of  preparation  must  be  produced 
either  by  the  stimulus  of  the  will  conveyed  by  the 
nerves,  or  by  mechanical  or  chemical  stimulus 
applied  or  acting  directly  on  the  muscle  itself. 
Hence  we  can  easily  understand  how  these  joints, 
which,  under  certain  circumstance*  are  so  easily 
dislocated,  are  capable  of  performing  and  sustaining 
the  powerful  actions  which  they  constantly  exert. 
But  dissection  has  proved  that  so  for  from  pre- 
venting displacement,  the  muscles  themselves 
are  lacerated,  thus  rendering  the  accident  morn 
severe  than  was  formerly  supposed,  but  at  the 
same  time  accounting  for  the  unfortunate  symp- 
toms which  sometimes  result,  and  for  which, 
were  it  not  for  these  pathological  researches,  we 
should  be  at  a  Ices  to  account  A  great  deal  still 
remains  to  be  done  in  this  particular.  Our  know* 
ledge  upon  this  point  still  foils  very  for  short  of  per- 
fection, and  I  would  seriously  impress  upon  yon 
the  great  benefit  which  you  would  confer  upon 
the  profession,  and  upon  mankind  in  general,  by 
availing  yourselves  of  every  opportunity  which 
presents  itself  of  carefully  exanuning  the  injured 
parts,  and  by  imparting  the  results  of  these  exami- 
nations to  your  professional  brethren.  It  is  not  by 
isolated  cases  that  we  can  any  of  us  judge  of  disease 
pr  accident,  let  it  be  what  it  may ;  but  it  is  only  by 
eotecting  eases,  and  carefully  studying  numerous 
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fc^tlJttt^dWttrWat  att?«infc  MsW«»)W^CA»ira 
Mfflfactory  coOmrisim*'  <  In  these  loOtnVei  '  I  nave 
dtfett  upon  dm toatomy  of  Ae  f^rte  per1*pS>more  I 
thin  you  may  coiisider  necessary,  but  fhave  tone 
so  Decause  it  is  atohrtefy  fmpoesroJ*  for  you  to 
understand  anytHnfe  whatever  of  tbesefor  other-dis- 
locfetfohs  unless  you1  ttt  aoqtninted  WMrthispM 
of  the  'subject;  espedtlly  the''  action  an*  atrarige* 
mentof  the  mosdes1  and  the"  direction  in  which 
they  exert  tHeif  influence.  Yon  wffltheo;  I  think, 
agree  with  me  wberi  T  explain  to  you  the  various 
methods  employed  far  the  treatment  of  these  acci- 
dents; that  patients  lucre  exposed  to  unnecessary 
violence  which  might  frequently  hare  been  avoided 
had  our  forefathers  peM  more  attention  to  these 
poltit* 

Some  of  me  continental  surgeons  differ  as 
to  the  directions  in  which  die  head  of  the  bone  can 
be  luxated;  M.  Velpean  denies  the  possibility  of  a 
disfocation  directly '  down  wards  into  the  axilla,  and 
in  our  own  country  Sir  A.  Cooper  limits  his 
description  to  dislocations  downwards  and  inwards* 
M.  MhTte,  ftrofessot  of  the  Faculty  of  Medletn*  at 
Strasbourg,  however1,  describes  luxations  directly 
downwards,  which,  according  to  trim,  may  be  either 
complete  or  incomplete.  M.  Sedillot  also  relates'* 
case  of  luxation'  of  the  shonMer  downwards  directly 
beneath  <the  glenoid  cavity,  in  front  of  the  scapula, 
but  'behind  the  teres  major  and  latissimus  dorsi 
muscles.  Tire  head  of  the  bone  in  this  case  was 
thrown  between  the^  teres-minor  and  major  muscles, 
resting  in  front  of  the  scapula  and  long  head  of  the 
triceps,  Desanft,  Velpeeu,  Boyer,  and  others* 
admit  only  of  two  forms  of  primitive  luxation  of  the 
shoulder,  namely,  into  the  axilla,  and  on  the  infra 
spinal  fossa.  According  to  these  gentlemen,  the 
other  varieties  are "•  consecutive.  M.  Malgaigne, 
however,  describes  five  prmcipal  dislocations  of  this 
joint.  He*  says  the  most  frequent  is  where  the 
head  of  the  bone  lies  beneath  the  coraooid  process ; 
he  calls  this  the  "sub-ooracokf;"  next,  luxations 
inwards ;  luxation*  completely  downwards,  of  which 
ho  had  only  met  with  the  account  of  three  cases; 
incomplete  taxation  below  the  coraooid  process ;  luxa- 
tion backwards,  into  the  infra-spinal  fossa,  or  what 
he  denominates  "subacromial."  He  completely 
rejects  the  idea;  of  consecutive  luxation  from  mus«' 
enter  contraction.  Dnpnytren  also  considers  pri- 
mitive luxations1  forwards  as  veiy  rare,  bnt  he 
admits  that  they  may  occur.  This  disputed  point, 
however,  has  been  set  at  rest  by  Mr.  Crampton,  of 
Dublin,  who  has  pobf  isnod  a  case  of  this  variety  of 
dislocation,  which  I  will  relate  to  you  when  we 
treat  of  these  accident*. 


BTil 
By  DAtnf  96*suma,'£ttt><  *ssjsy>  *■ 
[Read  at  the  Anniversary  Meeting  of  me  4k  t\tm^ 
Memcat  and  durtical  Am*****  Ato#mto+lMd&o« 

It  is  known  to  many  preeebt,  although  pettess'ast^ 
to  all,  that  in  the  year  1832?  when  tb*Msa*teie%4ieraaJ 
was' making  its  rava|ei"4n  tU*ieoiiaSs*iJa*ifl#«» 
lag*  of  New*oMmjacs<Avo%.*bi»^ 
Ragb^wasvissladbyjtfi^.dreai^  »»y 

tinned  its  mages  in  tfccviUagaior,  about  $va  FS*1*,, 
the  population  at  that  time.,  including tjie  straaM . 
that  were  at  work  on  the  new  cut  of  the  Oxford  o$nsb 
was  530,  and  out  of  that  number  23b*  were  attsew1: 
by  the  disease.     It  is  with  feelings  of 
that  I  am  able  to  inform  this  >meetiOf  that  the 
only  amounted  to  tk}  my  objeet.at  I 
however,  is  to  brief  befrre  the  mefltimr  the,  fres^i 
benefit  I  experienced  from  transfusion..    It  was  at ^ 
the  wish  of  my  friend  Dr.  John  Conolly,  that  I  wat^ 
induced  to  try  its  effects.    During  the,  time  the  epi- ', 
demic  was  raging  in  the  village,  I  was  visited  by1' 
most  of  the  medical  gentlemen  in  the  nelgk%oar* 
hood,   and   amOngst  others,  I  was  favoured  wk*  * 
visit  from  Dr.  Conoll^    On  thai  day  I  had*  a  asssti. 
many  cases  under  tieetmonll  bat  only  one  Jbafe  f)S|h 
not  doing  welt— in  fact, he  wassnpidly. *T"W>^t¥*< 
state  of  collapse.    Dr.  Conofy,  on  seeing  him,  sais^ 
"  I  do  not  think  you  can  save  that  man,  bnt  I  wish  yoa  t 
would  try  Dr.  Latta's  suggestion  of  transfusion,  sal" 
the  following  is,  from  what  I  can  recollect,  the  proper* 
tions  of  the  mixture  to  be  employed  t — 

Muriate  of  soda 2  dtacaans^ 

Carbonate  of  soda     ....    2  scroti*** 

Two  quarts  of  water  at  the  temperature  of  96°.* 

That  was  She  mixture  used  in  the  first  case*   Tip 
following  day  I,  had  a  letter  from  Dr.  ConoUy  unoo*^ 
ing  me  that  the  mixture  ought  to  contain  seven  gm^ 
of  chloride  of  potassium  which  was  used  in  the  other ^ 
six  cases. 

Case  i, 

Richard  Bates,  aged  40,  married,  an  agricultural*, 
labourer,  of  sober  habits,  rather  weakly  m  constfta««Bp 
was  seized  about  boob,  with  violent  vomiting  jnsty 
purging  of  grudly  Isesang  matter,  ..ace  timpaossfrjrjtho 
severe  cramps  s*  the  tower  estmmitiesi  be  had  boeaflld 
about  two  hours  when,!  ***  caUed  fo  h|m.  I  did  ^ 
use  the  lancet  in  this  case,  which  I  generally  did  wjwn. 
called  in  on  the  first  appearance  of  the  disease ;  but  his  4 


pulse  was  so  very  weak  that  I  did  not  deem  it  . 
to  bleed  although  the  spasm's  were  most  vieteab  I' 
immediately  gave  him  ten  grains  of  cata*ri<aad?**Jaa 
of  opium,  with  some  atomasm  confection,  aadtaatfsmj 
hour  after,  on  ounce  of  the  following  s*mture*!T 

Carbonate  ofsoda  ...  2  drachm*  : 

Aromatic  confection    .  2  drachms. 

AromaUc  spirits  of  ammonia       2  drachmae. 

Compound  tincture  of  lavender   2  dritchm*. 

Tincture  of  opium        .        „" 

Peppermint  water  •  < 
In  three  hours  Bates  had  taken 
calomel,  twelve  gnkptfb^WU^immtrt&mti 
and  fosnvlosasof  inisajw^anfhe  ale*  Mad,  miwtjWiWi 
quanlitiesof  braa0>ai^wal^.as^heid  tea..  I  MA 
or  three  people  constantly  employed  in  nstsf  ftJBN/b 
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\  I  saw  him 


CTtift^  Ml 


^tbf^  dsbc^jfae  had  veryjran  ijggjot 
'  constant  exertion  61  abetting' u]j>.  'ft  1 


bfe> 


five^om  an4r  %  Wf  .ft°m  *M  time  I  sawTiimne 
iaV^ne^.itote  ^  \coIujpte, . poUfe' »«•  jttircfeplJftle 
at  U>e.  wrisk  ftut  on.  applying  the  .farid  '#  tt^A|^H>ii' 
of  the  heart,  a  sort  of  struggle  cduld  iftfecaaio'nafyoe 
feUVeyea  supk  5  features  sharp ;  the  bodj  covered  with 
a  cold  clammy  j»weat ;'  all  spasins  now  gone ;  the  fingers 
very  much  shrivelled  j  the  nails' quite  bide;  the. body 
stretched  out  and  quite  motionless.  .I'nOw  determined 
to  try  the  effects  of  transfusion.  Not  having  a  proper 
transfusion  apparatus,  I  fitted  a  blow-pipe  to  the  tube 
of  the  stomach-pump.  I  then  opened  &  vein  in  the 
right  arm  and  introduced  the  blow-pipe,  and  by  the 
time  {had  injected' into  the  vein  a  quart  of  the  mixture, 
the  medical  gentlemen  that  were  present  could  dis- 
tinguish the  pulse  at  the  wrist.  '  fey  the  time  the 
three  pints  Were  thrown  in,  the  body  was  becoming 
warm  and  the  pulse  much  stronger*,  and  when  I 
had,  .finished  injecting  the  two  quarts,  the  eyes, 
features,  voice,  and  hands,  had  become  quite  natural, 
at  well  as  the  heat  of  the  body,  and  he  was  able  to 
speak  loudly  and  te|l  us  that  he  felt  very  much  better, 
I.  then/  withdrew  the  blow-pipe  and  secured  the  arm, 
and  ordered  him  the  following  pfll : — 

Blue  pill,         ....       3  grains. 

Ginger  ....       2  grains: 

Opium  ....         I  grain. 

To  be  taken  every  two  hours,  and  a  dose  of  the 
mbcfcnrq  an  hour  after  each  pjll.  Beef  tea  and  brandy 
and  water,**  intervals. 

In  about  an  hour  the  purging  again  returned,  but 
no  vomiting-,  and  slight  cramps  in  the  arms  and  legs, 
and  in  four  bouts  he  was  again  in  the  state  of  collapse. 
I  fttin  opened  a  vein  in  the  left  arm,  and  injected  into 
the  %stea^rwo  quarts  more  of  the  saline  mixture, 
whfeih  again  thoroughly  established  re-action.  The 
pHUr  were  ordered  to  be  continued,  and  the  mixture, 
beef  tea,'  brandy  and  water,  as  before. 

In  two  hours  he  was-  again  slightly  purged,  accom- 
panied by  the  cramps  in  the  legs  and  anas,  but  no 
vomiting,  and  in  six  hours  from  the  last  traaafosion  he 
was  again  in  the  state  of  eoNapta.  I  then  opened 
aaotter'vefn  in  the  right  arm,  and  injected  two 
quarts  more  of  the  saBhe  mixture ;  re-action  was  again  • 
produced,  and  he  was  ordered  to  go  on  with  his  asemV 
dues*  as  before.  He  sad  *o  farther  return  of  the 
purging  or  cramps,  and  from  this  time  ha  gradually 
progressed  without  a  single  Untoward  symptom  $  tho< 
pffls  and  mixture  were  continued  mill  the  motions  ware 
tinged  with  bile,  and  aO  he  required  afterwards 
was  aniline  febrifuge;  with  a  mild  and'  nourishing; 
diet.  It  was  more'  than  thirty  hours  before  he  passed 
any  urine.  ''  ■   1 

Cask  ti. 

John  Smith,  aged  40,  an  excavator,  a  very  muscular 
man*  but  having  the  genera)  failing  of  that  class,  being ' 
fond  of  smoking  and  drinking.  He  had  been  very 
drunk  the  night  before,  and  was  seized  in  the  early ' 

part   of    the   morning   with   violent   and   constant]     James  Thompson,  aged  35,  an  [excavator,  of  1 
vomiting,  ani  purging  of  watery  stools,  with  slight    intemperate  habits,  aadtoen  tfrisdtina;  very  baeo  aW'1 
eraufos  in  the  legs;  he  did  not  then  call  any  assist-    nightbefore,  (had  beeninthesamecon^ 
atuje,  as  he'was  wilQng  to  think  that  the  vomitnig  and*   was  seme*  between  five  and  six  e'eloeai  fa [the  "motmiislf 
purging  were  from  the  last  nlgtitfs  debauch1.   The  wKh  violent  and  very  frequent  voejftmgand  purging 
p^iple  with  whom  he  was  lodging  were  not  aware  that]  and  at  he  expressed  himself,  it  was  nothing  bat  wiWK 
tie  wasfo  tilt  attracted  t6  his  room  oyhis  screnmt]g;j|  that  Cartel 
a\6$  the  violent  cramps  in  his  lefrs,  arms,  andttmV  iegt  and  aims,  with  a  great  feeling  of  we%ht  ftt'taaW 


p^oetla  flMtaoTttng  whea>I  wWealietttohlmj'lie' 
pa*  the*'  sutfer%  wffh'  violent  cramps  Tn  -fee  'fegaj'' 
arms,  and  bowefcj ['  vei^irequen*  votnrtng,  aatf'ttiP 
Welry^ooafag  matter  e^hVtantlf  rumifcgaway  AoW;'fl 
him  as  :1k  lay;  body  covered  with  a1  cohf  clamls"/** 
^weat ;  breathing  short  and  taboriboV;  pulm5g;aala1l?' 
tuuiver}  weak ;  toafeue  quite  cold^  breath  felt  Wltf 
features  very  much  shrunk ;  eyes  quite  sunk  in'  their'' 
Sockets*,  could  only  articulate  in  a  wMsper;  fingers* 
jquite  shrivelled ;  nails  blue.  I  ordered  him  the:o 
calomel  bolus,  and  a  dose  of  the  mixture,  the  sameis  ; 
prescribed  hi  the  preceding  case,  fcaltf  and  hour  after '* 
and  small  quantities  of  Warm  brandy  and  Water  rre-' 
queiriry,  with  constant  frictions  with  themustara*  and.2 
salt,  and  beat  to  be  applied.  I  saw  him  again  at  nine' 
O'clock ;  vomiting;  and  purging  not  quite  so  frequent^  ] 
but  the  cramp  still  very  violent,  all  the  other  tymp. ' 
bms  much  the  same  as  at  seven  o'clock.  Repeated* 
the  calomel  bolus  and  the  mixture  half  an  hour  after  r 
it,  and  at  ten  o*dock  he  was  to  begin  the  plue  pill,  as 
in  the  former  case,  taking  it  every  hour,  and  half  an 
hour  after  each  piH  two  tablespoonfuls  of  the  mixture, 
with  a  little  bratidy  and  water  at  times;  the  frictioni. 
and  the  heat  to  be  persevered  in. 

At  1  o'clock  I  was  hurriedly  called  to  him,  as  the  , 
attendants  thought  he  was  dying.    On  my  arrival  Jt- 
found  him,  in  the .  state,  of  collapse.    I  immediately; 
got  my  stomach-pump  and  blow-pipe,   and ,  had  ^e} 
mixture  ready  in  a  *ery  short  time.    I  then  opened*  a. 
vein  in.  the  right  arm,  and  injected  two  auarts  of  tne,. 
saline  mixture*  which  produced  complete  reaction,  To„ 
go  on  with  the  blue  pill,  mixture,  and  brandy  and  water. 
as  before,  and  to  have  a  little  beef  tea  at  time**! 
Between  twoand  three  he  appeared  to  he  doing  very  weilr. ! 
bad  no  return  of  the  vomiting,  very  little  purging  wu^h 
alight  cramps  at  times..    At  four  o'clock,  the  purgjag., 
was  much  increased,  and  at  five  he  was  again  in  the^ 
state  of  collapse,    I  then  opened  a  vein  10  the.  left 
arm  and  injected  two  quarts  more  of  the'  mixtace*' 
which  again,  produced  reaction.     Medicine;  brandy,, 
and  water,  and  beef  tea  to  be  continued  as  before;  be  ; 
appeared  to  be  improving,  and  had  very  little  purging.. 
No  other  bad  symptoms  till  about  ten  o'clock,  when  the n 
purging  became  more  frequent,  and  was  accompanies]^ 
with  cramps  in  the  legs  and  arms,  and  by  eieveai 
o'clock  he.  was  sgain  in  the  state  of  collapse.    I  agajn 
opened  a  vein  in  the  right  ami,  and  injected  two,, 
quarts  more  of  the  mixture,  which  had  the  desired 
effect  of  again  producing  re-action;  to  go  on  with  (be,* 
medicine,  brandy  and  water,  and  beef  tea,  as  before^ 
From  this  time  he  continued  to  go  on  favourably,.  $h*. 
medicines  were  continued  till  the  motions  became 
bilious,  and  afterwards  he  took  a  saline  febrifuge  with 
mild  and  nourishing  die£.    No.  urine  was  paasej  ajar 
forty-four  .hours. 

Case  iu.  . 
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of  lAosenoancn;  dU  sot  call  any 
tike  Smith,  he  wis  willing  to  believe  the*  it  was  only 
a*  effects  of  hewing  drank  too  much  beer,  and  be  wee 
able  for.  some  considerable  time  to  get  op  to  relieve 
htnmelf.  The  people  where  he  lodged  did  not  apply 
to  see  till  near  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  end  ae  I 
wee  then  particularly  engaged  with  another  patient, 
who  I  wee  fearful  would  get  into  the  atate  of  collapse, 
I  seat  him  the  ten-grain  calomel  bolus,  and  a  doae 
of  the  mixture,  the  bolne  to  be  given  immediately, 
and  the  mixture  in  half  an  hour  after,  with  direction* 
to  nee  frictiona,  with  mustard,  till  I  came.  It  was 
near  four  o'clock  before  I  could  get  to  him,  and 
he  wee  then  in  the  state  of  collapse;  no  pulse  to  be 
felt  at  the  wrist ;  body  covered  with  a  cold,  clammy 
sweat ;  eyes  sunk  in  their  sockets ;  countenance,  from 
beiag  plump,  looked  sharp  and  haggard ;  hands  and 
fingers  quite  shrivelled  ;  nails  blue ;  had  not  been  able 
to  articulate  or  swallow  for  the  last  half  hour.  I  sent 
immediately  for  my  stomach-pump,  and  by  the  time 
the  messenger  arrived  with  it,  had  the  mixture  all 
ready  for  transfusion.  I  then  opened  a  vein  in  the 
right  arm,  introduced  the  blow-pipe,  and  by  the  time 
1  had  injected  about  half  the  quantity  the  pulse  could 
be  felt  at  the  wrist  very  distinctly,  and  the  surface 
of  the  body  began  to  get  a  little  warm.  When  I  had 
injected  the  two  quarts,  he  opened  his  eyes,  stared 
about  him,  and  asked  in  a  most  audible  voice  what  we 
had  been  doing  to  him.  I  ordered  him  the  blue  pill, 
mixture,  Ac,  as  in  the  other  cases.  Half  an  hour  after 
the  transfusion  he  vomited  a  considerable  quantity  at 
one  gush,  was  afterwards  purged,  the  purging  being 
frequently  accompanied  with  cramps  in  the  legs,  arms, 
anal  bowels,  and  in  three  hours  he  was  again  in  the 
state  of  collapse.  I  then  opened  a  rein  in  the  left  arm, 
and  injected  two  quarts  more  of  the  mixture,  with  the 
same  good  effects  as  at  the  first,  and  this  time  com- 
menced with  the  calomel  boles  and  mixture,  and  in  an 
hour  after  to  be  followed  up  with  the  blue  pill,  mixture, 
and  brandy  and  water.  No  return  of  the  vomiting  or 
purging  for  about  two  hoars,  when  he  bed  several 
gruefly  stools,  accompanied  with  cramps;  the  mo- 
tions became  more  frequent,  and  in  five  hours  he 
was  again  in  the  atate  of  collapse.  I  then  opened  a 
vein  in  the  right  arm  again,  and  injected  two  quarts 
ssort  of  the  mixture.  Reaction  was  again  thoroughly 
established,  and  from  this  time  he  had  no  untoward 
symptoms ;  the  medicines,  &c,  were  continued  the  same 
as  in  the  other  cases.  He  was  rather  more  than  forty 
hours  before  he  passed  any  urine ;  he  was  able  to 
return  to  his  work  in  a  fortnight  from  the  first  day  of 
his  attack. 

i  Cabs  it. 

'James  WO,  aged  34,  married,  a  alight  made  man,  of 
intemperate  habits,  and  tipsy  and  fighting  the  night 
previous  to  bis  attack.  .1  was  called  to  him  about  six 
4'cjock, ,  and  found  be  had  been  seized,  about 
four  in  the  morning  with  violent  and  constant 
vomiting  and  purging  of  watery  stools,  accoaaaanied 
with  severe  cramps  in  the  bowels,  lege,  and  arms.  I 
found  the  body  covered  with  a  cold  clammy  sweat, 
pojse  52,  very  weak  and  small,  voice  nearly  gone, 
taenjoe  quite  cold,  breathing  very  short  and  laborious, 
breath  felt  quite  cold,  hands  and  finger*  shrhrelled, 
naie  blue ;  was  making  constant  aero  for  something  to 
drink,    fthen  gave  him  the  calomel  borne, 


frictions,  ftc,  ae  in  the  other  cases ;  the  vomiting  and* 
cramps  were  slightly  relieved,  but  the  watery  nutas 
kept  gushing  away  from  .him  at  times;  repeated  the 
calomel  bolus,  Ac. ;  the  purging,  however,  continued, 
and  by  nine  o'clock  he  was  in  the  state  of  coUspae. 
Having  now  got  the  proper  transfusion  syringe  and 
tube,  I  opened  a  vein  in  the  right  arm,  and  introduced 
the  tube,  and  had  injected  nearly  three  pints  before  (here 
was  the  least  symptom  of  reaction,  but  on  completing ' 
the  transfusion  of  the  two  quarts;  reaction  was  then 
perfect ;  the  pulse  was  quite  distinct,  firm,  and  good; 
the  countenance,  voice,  and  heat  of  the  body,  natural. 
Ordered  him  the  blue  pill,  mixture,  Ac.  In  an 
hour  after  the  transfusion  there  was  slight  return  of 
the  vomiting,  with  frequent  purging,  cramps  afrafn  very 
violent  in  bowels,  legs,  and  anna,  and  in  two  boon  be 
was  again  in  a  state  of  collapse.  I  then  opened  a  vein 
in  the  left  arm ;  the  veins  being  very  small,  I  had  con- 
siderable difficulty  in  getting  the  tube  into  the  vein. 
I  then  injected  two  quarts  more  of  the  mixture, 
which  again  produced  reaction.  Ordered  to  go  oa 
with  the  medicine,  Ac,  as  before.  Having  expe- 
rienced so  much  difficulty  in  getting  the  tube  into  the 
vein,  and  being  fearful  of  another  relapse,  I  determined 
to  retain  the  tube  in  the  vein.  I  therefore  separated 
the  elastic  tube  of  the  syringe  from  the  tube  that  was 
in  the  vein,  had  a  wooden  plug  made  to  fit,  sad 
secured  it  properiy'down  to  the  arm,  leaving  a  person 
that  I  could  depend  on  to  watch  the  arm ;  in  about  an 
hour  the  purging  and  cramps  returned,  but  no  vosnoat, 
and  in  two  hours  he  was  again  in  the  state  of  collapse. 
I  then  injected  two  quarts  more  of  the  mixture,  being 
very  careful  in  having  the  fluid  at  the  mouth  of  the 
elastic  tube  of  the  syringe,  and  withdrawing  the  ping 
from  the  tube  in  the  vein,  and  pressing  a  little  of  the 
thick  treacly  blood  through  the  tube,  and  having  the 
having  the  fluids  at  the  mouths  of  the  two  tubes  before 
attaching  them,  so  that  no  air  could  be  forced  into 
the  vein.  He  wee  ordered  to  continue  the  medirisa, 
Jfcc^  as  before ;  he  went  on  favourably  for  three  noma, 
when  the  purging  and  cramps  returned,  and  in  four 
hours  he  was  again  in  the  state  of  collapse.  Having 
attached  the  elastic  tube  of  the  syringe  to  the  tabs  a 
the  vein  two  quarts  more  of  the  mixture  were  injected 
which  again  established  reaction.  The  medicine,  do* 
were  persevered  in,  and  he  continued  for  four  horns 
without  a  single  unfavourable  symptom,  but  inuae- 
diately  after  that  he  was  again  purged  very  much  with 
cramps  as  aevere  as  at  first,  and  in  six  hours  from  the 
last  transfusion  he  was  in  the  atate  of  collapse  for  the 
fifth  time.  I  was  obliged  to  be  absent  from  the  village 
for  nearly  three  hours,  and  on  making  my  way  to  tint 
patient's  house,  I  met  Mr.  Blanahard,  of  Wdston, 
coming  away  from  this  patient ;  he  told  me  that 
the  man  was  dying,  if  not  already  dead,  and  that  he 
did  not  think  transfusion  would  be  of  any  further 
service  to  him.  Having  seen  the  wonderful  effects  of 
it,  I  determined  to  give  him  a  fifth  trial  for  his  life. 
Neither  Mr.  Blanshard  nor  I  could  distinguish  the  toast 
pulse,  nor  any  action  of  the  heart ;  hands  and  fingers 
were  very  much  shrivelled,  and  the  nails  very  blue* 
When  I  had  injected  the  half  of  the  mixture,  the 
action  of  the  heart  was  slightly  distinguished,  sad  by 
the  time  that  three  pints  were  thrown  in,  theaaB* 
became  perceptible ;  and  when  the  injection  of  the  too 
quarts  was  completed,  Mr.  Blaufbard,  and  sseaani  of 
the  relations,  who  were  standing  by  the! 
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t  to  tee  him  open  his  eye*,  and  hear 
him  ask  for  something  to  drink ;  reaction  was  again 
most  completely  established.  In  eight  hours,  as  he 
had  no  return  of  the  purging,  but  was  favourably  pro- 
graming, I  withdraw  the  tube,  it  having  been  in  the 
rein  twenty  hours  ;  he  continued  gradually  improving, 
and  no  untoward  symptom  presented  itself  till  the 
evening  of  the  second  day,  from  the  last  transfusion, 
wnen  he  was  seized  with  all  the  symptoms  of  con- 
gestion of  the  brain.  I  bled  him  twice  a  day  for  the 
next  three  days,  taking  about  twelve  ounces  each  time ; 
the  blood  was  highly  inflamed,  buffed,  cupped,  and 
puckered  at  the  edges.  He  was  also  now  blistered,  and 
took  a  saline  febrifuge  with  antimony.  It  was  about 
fifty  hours  before  he  passed  any  urine ;  his  recovery 
was  gradual  but  perfect. 

Cass  v. 

Ann  Webb,  aged  15,  a  slight  delicate  girl.  About  a 
week  previous  she  had  a  very  sharp  attack  of  the 
cholera,  but  had  perfectly  recovered  by  taking 
blue  pill,  opium,  and  a  stimulating  mixture ;  when 
she  was  seized  the  second  time,  having*  some  of  the 
pills  and  mixture  left,  she  had  recourse  to  them, 
her  parents  not  thinking  it  necessary  to  inform  me  at 
first;  and  by  the  time  that  I  was  called  to  her  the 
purging  and  vomiting  were  incessant,  and  the  cramps 
most  violent.  She  appeared  then  to  be  rapidly 
sinking  into  the  state  of  collapse,  which  she  did  in 
spite  of  all  the  stimulants  we  could  administer,  both 
by  the  mouth  and  friction.  I  opened  a  vein  in  her 
light  arm,  and  very  gently  injected  three  pints  of  the 
■aline  solution,  which  perfectly  restored  reaction ;  she 
was  then  ordered  to  go  on  with  the  blue  pill  and 
nixture  every  two  hours,  and  to  take  a  little  brandy 
•nd  water  and  beef  tea  in  the  intervals.  After  the 
first  hour  the  purging  returned,  with  slight  vomiting, 
and  also  the  cramps  in  the  legs,  arms,  and  bowels;  in 
Ibur  hours  she  was  again  in  the  state  of  collapse.  I 
then  opened  a  vein  in  the  left  arm,  and  gradually  in- 
jected three  pints  more  of  the  mixture ;  reaction  was 
again  established :  this  time  I  plugged  the  tube  and 
left  it  in  the  vein,  in  fear  of  another  relapse.  For  two 
hours  there  was  no  return  of  the  vomiting,  purging, 
or  cramps,  but  soon  after  that  time  slight  purging, 
with  cramps  in  the  legs  and  arms,  came  on,  and  in  six 
hours  she  was  again  in  the  state  of  collapse.  I  had 
this  time  to  inject  the  whole  two  quarts,  before  re- 
action was  properly  established.  She  was  then  ordered 
to  continue  her  medicines,  brandy  and  water,  and  beef 
tea  aa  before.  She  went  on  from  this  time  till  the 
third  day  without  an  untoward  symptom,  when  she 
had  all  the  symptoms  of  congestion  as  in  the  case  of 
Hitt.  The  first  day  I  bled  her  twice,  taking  ten  ounces 
each  time ;  the  blood  was  very  much  cupped,  buffed, 
and  puckered  at  the  edges;  she  was  also  blistered  on 
Che  spine,  and  had  a  saline  febrifuge,  with  very  small 
doses  of  antimony.  The  second  and  third  day  she 
Was  bled  once  only,  the  blood  being  still  highly  inflamed ; 
lier  medicine  was  continued.  From  the  third  day  she 
gradually  improved;  her  recovery  was  much  more 
rapid  than  Hill's.  It  was  rather  more  than  forty  hours 
before  she  passed  any  urine. 

Cajbti. 

Wtasm  Lampit,  aged  38,  an  excavator,  a  very  aus> 
s^tuar,  powerful  man;  had  only  come  to  the  vfflage  the 


day  previous  to  his  being  seized,  and  was  quite  druneV  ■ 
at  night    When  I  was  called  to  him  I  found  lie  had 
been  ill  for  several  hours,  wish  violent  puigiua,  sjsww 
vomiting,  accompanied  with  very  severe  cramps  in-thr  < 
bowels,  legs,  and  arms,  and  in  spite  of  the  large  1 
of  calomel  and  opium,  and  the  stimulating 
with  brandy  and  water,  he  was  very  quickly  in  She  * 
state  of  collapse.    I  opened  a  vein  in  the  right  eras,  * 
and  injected  into  the  system  two  quarts  of  the  saline  J 
mixture;  reaction  in  this  case  was  so  complete,  that  ' 
he  said  he  felt  quite  well,  and  asked  some  of  Ms  < 
panions  for  a  chew  of  tobacco.  We  had  i 
in  persuading  him  to  remain  quiet  in  bed, 
quarter  of  an  hour  before,  neither  pulse  nor  settee/  * 
of  the.  heart  could  be  distinguished,  the  eyes  were 
sunk  in  their  sockets,  and  the  countenance  had  that 
pinched    appearance  denoting  death,   the  body  was 
stretched  out,  and  covered  with  a  cold  clammy  sweat, 
the  hands  and  fingers  shrivelled,  and  the  nails  quite 
blue.    Reaction  in  this  case  being  so  complete  that 
I  did    not  anticipate  another  relapse,  I  withdrew 
the  tube  from  the  vein,  and  ordered  him  to  take 
the  blue  pill,  opium,  and  mixture,  as  the  others.   The  < 
first  hour  he  had  no  return  of  the  vomiting  or  purging, 
bnt  continued  very  comfortable,  but  very  soon  after, 
the  purging  with  alight  vomiting  and  cramps  returned, 
and  in  three  hours  he  was  again  in  a  state  of  collapse  ; 
the  veins  m  the  left  arm  were  so  small  and  deep-seated 
that  I  could  not  get  the  tube  into  any  of  them,  I  was  - 
therefore  obliged  to  open  a  vein  in  the  right  leg,  near 
the  outer  ankle,  into  which  I  injected  three  pints  of 
the  saline  mixture,  when  reaction  was  again  com- 
pletely established.    I  this  time  left  the  tube  in  the ; 
,vein  in  case  of  another,  relapse ;  reaction  was  as  per- 
•fectals*  time  as  the  first,  M  he  kept  talking  and 
joking  with  his  companions  very  soon  after  the  trans* 
fusion  was  completed.    The  first  two  hours  he  kept 
gradually  improving,  but  very  soon  after  the  purging 
and  cramps  returned,  but  no  vomiting.    In  five  hours 
he  was  again  in  the  state  of  collapse ;  this  time  I  was 
obliged  to  inject  the  whole  of  the  two  quarts  before 
reaction  was  properly  established.  From  this  period  he 
had  no  return  of  the  purging,  vomiting,  or  cramps,  and 
he  went  on  gradually  improving  till  the  fourth  day, 
when  the  symptoms  of  congestion  made  their  appear* 
ance.    He  had  considerably  more  stupor  than  either 
Hid  or  Webb,  was  constantly  sleeping  and  snoring, 
and  it  required  considerable  exertion  to  rouse  him.    I 
bled  htm  twice  the  first  day  to  the  extent  of-  sixteen 
ounces  each  time  ;  the  blood  was  very  much  cupped, 
buffed*  and  puckered  at  the  edges.    He  took  the  saline, 
febrifuge,  with  small  doses  of  antimony,  and  wasbjis* 
tend  on  the  spine.    The  next  day  he  was  very  much 
better.    Contrary  to  my  orders,  some  of  his  com- 
panions were  allowed  to  see  him,  and  they  carried  hhm 
from  one  room  to  another;  and  I  have  no  doubt  they 
had  also  been  giving  him  spirits  to  drink,  as  the  follow- 
ing morning  the  symptoms  of  congestion  were  as  had 
aa  ever*  I  hied  him  again  that  day  twice,  taking  six-' 
teen  smaxes  each  time;  the   blood  was  as   muck 
inflamed  an  before.    He  was  blistered  on  the  chest,  sjgg 
ass  medicine,  etc.,  continued.    The  following  inornism 
he  was  again  Med  to  the  same  extent,  the  hlood  U- 
Sjtdevettmd  hh medicine,  &c.,  continued.    He  expired 
in  the  Bussing,  the  ninth  day  from  hisssfrurs,      .  \ 
The  sslWwing  morning  I  made  a  jejaf  mmtm^tlc 
On  removing  the  skull  we  found  the  veias 


hmd  j.J   in 


.  CA«  OJP  8TEAffO¥A. 

'Hii-i-'    ■ '  .7-  ?  Fr=r     ■  .'  '     ' 

**s**dy  epcgcdwith  wuarx 


itw  also  gor«s4i  the  sub* 
»«f  the  esasa  md  cerebellum  wm  healthy  jao 
I  ha  fasiemsTiaaii.  Oa  laying  open  the  thorax 
I  thtsight  long  with  the  eaccptk^  of  a  portion, 
taa^tesof  the  pal*  of  a  sjsmll  hind,  conwlefefy  hepe- 
tisssfrsgilaae  pleura)  firmly  adhering  toother,  so  tin*  it 
rsemfcsd  the  scslpd  to  sssswate  them;  the  left  lung 
wet  sprite  healthy  ei)4  rather  above  the  nival  size  j  the 
hssalnssnuliuil  healthy;  the  stomacbtliver.spjeen,  and 
ajkatoahaemiael  were  were  quite  healthy,  with  the 
1  of  the  kidneys  which  were  flabby,  and  the 
r  which  was.  very  mack  shrunk. 

Cask  yii.  4 

<a)eatsl  Flake,  asUgat  made  man,  an  excavator,  ccme 
to  the  village  ia  the  evening,  and  passed  the  night  ia  a 
hotel*  waaeeiatd  daring  the  night,  but  did  not  kaow 
law  tana,  with  very  violent  and  incessant  purging  of 
gnssily  natter  sad  severe  cramps  all  orer  him ;  hsd 
beawtl)  some  time  when  he  was  discovered  by  chance, 
sad  these  was  a  great  deal  of  time  lost  ia  getting  him 
capita  to  apiece  that  had  beea  fitted  op  air  aa  hospital. 
Bjrane  time  that  I  was  called  to  him  he  wssin  the  state 
of  ssanpsi .  Fsomthe  result  of  the  three  last  cases,  I 
hee>s>tcraaacd  not  to  inject  so  macfa  as  two  quartan* 
atsma,  if  reaction  had  at  all  commenced,  atratt  events 
as «ftm  when  the  palss  coald  be  distinctly  felt  aC  the 
wata**  labo  determined  to  try  the* enact  of  keeping 
the  heat  of  the  mixture  up  to  108°.  I  opened 
a-<*afa ««  the  left  arm,  and  very  gradually  injected 
throe  pints  of  the  mixture,  at  which  tone  the  palse  was 
oufta  distinctly  felt  at  the  wrist.  I  then  withdrew  the 
.»**  a*  bander^  up  the  arm,  and  ordered  hi*  the 
mftti  aad  mixture  as  m  the  other  cases.  After  the  nrat 
hour  he  had  a  return  of  the  vomiting  aad  purging,  with 
tie  cramps  in  the  legs  and  arms*  sad  ia  two  hours  he 
was '  again  in  the  state  of  eeUepee.  I  then  opened  a 
vote  in  the  right  arm,  and  gradually  threw  ia  three 
phm  more  of  the  mixture,  when  the  pulse  again  could 
be  emtmctly  fcH  at  the  wrist,  reaction  being  perfectly 
established ;  this  time  I  pmgged  the  tabe  sad  left  it 
in 'the  vein;  to  go  on  wish  the  medicine,  eta.,1  as  before. 
After  the  first  hour  he  bad  a  return  of  purging,  butao 
vomiting  nor  cramps ;  in  three  hours  he  was  again 
in-  fhe  state  of  collapse.  I  then  withdrew  the  ping 
from  the  tube  in  the  vein,  and  began  to  mjecigraduafly, 
ami  by  the  time  I  bad  injected  a  quart  of  the  mixture 
reaction  was  quite  perfect,  the  pulse  being  distinct  aad 
ge**at  the  wrist.  I  then  plugged  the  tube  and  secured 
it  as  before,  and  ordered  him  to  go  on  with  his 
a^feines,  Ac,  sad  1m  went  on  comfortably  for  throe 
hours,  when  the  purging  returned,  Meompanied  by 
sight  cramps  and  ia  four  hours  he  waeagain  in  aatate 
tfcoflapse.  Once  more  I  had  recourse  to  the  transfusion, 
mjtetmg  very  gradually  and  by  the  time  load  thrown 
ia  a  quart  reaction  was  again  properly  established,  the 
puma  being  distinct  From  this  time  he  kept  pro* 
fteeaUtlj  improving,  the  inediciaea  were  continued 
till  the  motions  were  tinged  with  bile,  the  tabe  I 
Wowed  to  remain  ia  the  vein  eight  hours  after  the 
he  recovered  without  a  single  -onto- 
Symptom.  An  he  required  after  the  aver  began 
to  act  wssalittie  easts)!  oil.  It  we*  about  forty  hdurs 
«a^l*  passed  say 


CASE  OF  ENofcMoys  ^aT^Ma,^}^* 

FROM  Tl)Lg  SHOULDER,    L 
By  EawAaa  Oatrlau,  aaaj^iNewfsrteMsast 


Mr.  Marshall,  a  farmer,  of  Cranfield, 
,  applied  to  me  in'  the  spring  of  1840,  comp! 
pain  and  uneasiness  in  a  large  tumour,  wk 
existed  for  thirty  years,  and  occupied  a  ^aee  iom- 
teencing  from  the  top  of  the  shoulder,  nitfning  over 
the  deltoid  muscles,  dipping  slightly  info  tae'axUls,  sad 
stopping  shout  the  middle  of  the  humerus.    At  It 
appeared  to  be  purely  steatomatoua,  I  should  atre 
advised  him  not  to  interfere  with  it,  but  it'Wss  so  ex- 
ceedingly painful  at  times,  that  his  rest  was  disturbed 
by  it,  and  it  prevented  him  from  lying  ou  the  aflectet 
side.    About  the  centre  of  the  tumour  was  a  red  mot, 
upon  which  he  could  not  bear  the  slightest  pressure, 
and  what  appeared  to  me  as  rather  a  singular  feature 
in  this  case,  was,  that  precisely  under  this  red  spot  was  s 
hard  substsnce,  as  though  sn  extraneous  body  had  been 
introduced  into  it.  I  recommended  him  at  once  to  sub- 
mit to  an  operation,  which  I  doubted  not  would  he 
successful,  and  that  medical  treatment  even  to  allay 
pain,  would  be  wholly  nugatory.    By  nsy  advice  he 
consulted  my  friend  Mr.  Harris,  of  Bedford,  and  the 
opinion  of  Dr.  Witt  was  likewise  taken.  Each  of  tlpse 
gentlemen  corroborated  my  views,  and  on  the  lGlh.of 
June  he  took  lodgings  in  Newport,  and  t  performed 
'the  operation  in  the  presence  of  Mr,  Harris,'  and  Mr* 
Thumhill,  House  Surgeon  to  the  Bedford  Infirmary* 
and  five  of  my  medical  brethren  residing  in  Newport 
and  the  neighbourhood. 

lite  tumour  was  removed  in  two  mimi  tea  and  a  half  ^ 
it  was  as  usual  in  these  esses,  a  mass  0/  fat  out  on 
opening  it,  was  discovered  to  have  in  its  centre  a 
deposit  of  bony  matter— a  complete  ridge  o{  paajnc 
deposit,  of  about  three  inches  in  length.  XmvUuasar 
weighed  two  pounds  sad  a  half,  entire,  and;  as  snjjsK 
little  portions  of  fatty  matter  were  taken  j* way  after 
the  removal  of  the  bulk,  it  is  fair  to  infer  that  t)* 
whole  tumour  was  little  short  of  three  pounds.  It  was 
ioalyneccsssiy  to  psss  a  ligature  rowid  the  uaia  vestal, 
'which  might  perhaps  be  about  the  thickness  of  a  crow* 
quill.  The  patient  did  well,  and  has  not  suffered  ia 
die  least  since  the  operation. 

I  must  here  express  my  obligation,  to  Mr*  Hams  foe 
bis  very  valuable  assistance  in  the  operation. 


CASE 


OP  WARTY  EXCRESCENCE   NEAR 
THE  VERGE  OF  THE  ANUS. 

By  Ed  warns  Danikll,  Esq.,  Newport  Pagnet.  - 

.     c  *         :        •      -if  % 

A  deaf  and  dumb  girl,  about  15  years,  of  age,  caajf 

under  my  care  with  a  warty  excrescence  growing  on 
each  side  of  the  anus ;  it  extended  over  and  fiill^l  Pf 
the  fossa  made  by  the  buttocks,  sad  resembled,  wbea 
those  psrts  were  drawn  aside,  a.  large  Orange  which  feed 
been  deft  in, twain.  From  dose  examination  1  fe& 
satisfied  that  it  bad  no  kind  of  connexion,,  with,  the 
interior  of  the  rectum,  but  that  it  was  pvtfAj  a  4|t» 
eased  growth,  wholly  cuticular.  Small  tttnours  of  a 
similar  description  wereastacbed  to  the  eyelids.  Mr. 
IsogeraaadMr.a)Ujsoasa»tlu^  w^i  lii^JfJ  *" 

the  coarse  of  ^nctte^^t^^y^ 
analogous  case.  They  entertained  the  saase  opsaaa  at 
myself,  namely,  that  it  was  not  malignant,  bat 
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B^mour  on  each  stjfewai  eqiiaTfo  its  sur--  jfcrt  wflf  ■ 
nineo*  to  try  the  effect  of  a  dbulfte' fifte- 
en**, cibaie^cd'*n-ta*bSSB»c  twaawsaJntntsmnniij 
•srv^bvtoolyofiQptttidftt&idiin^  Slougtyna;  fpl- 
lowed  this  operation,  but  in  so  amah  'a  degree  that  IJ 
*w*'et  *hee  the  plan  ufutritJa*,  and  thefufioro  resolved 
.  ^*e*j|ojre  Uw«»Jrtiy  by,  dating  away  the  whole,  of 
thejtiseaaed  akin,  not  only  under  the  tumour*,  bat 
rburf  about  theW. '  'Hie  success  was  perfect;  these 
fasttit^Mittak^  The  girl 

|snn  now.  arrired  at  Aill  puberty,  the  catamenia  ait 
rstpbrtfihgil,  and  the  eyelids  are  free  from  excrescences. 
Ha*  3&  aneence  of  the  catamenia  in  the  first  instencje 
anvylltmfrtodowithlbe 

«p4^oesjhej>resent.  regularity  of  this  discharge  tenjl 
.at  all  to  prerent  thejr  growth  f 


*  /      ON  THE  U8HS  OP  PURE  TANNIN. 
.    %  RlHAr   BapiTT,   Beqj* 

«o  m  snrton  of  m  **ovixoiai»  KanscAL  and 
aonQicai.  journal 
Sim, 


At  fain  sure  that  every  medical  practitioner  is  glad 
tjo^nrovided  wfcfc;*  new  remedy,  .or  with,  a  simple 
-auoid  decant  form  of  an  old  remedy,  I  make  no  apqlody    MWtmamB 
^br'UabU  tfte  attention  of  yorf  reader*  tothe'ttkhU.-l^^ 
aunjsnatJas'  of  tsar  iiiaaaV  eciat  or  *  tosem,  in  a  state  of 
<purity, 


,-  .  it  to  the  exclusion  of  constitutional  remedies;  but  of  all 

nkvliiea4  nardly  say,  U  tbeprm^ 

other  vegetable  aatrfcsgenti  owe. 


-;4j»e^]asmentiea....ln  mfobsenratiops  unon  fclwjsh  to 
iay  claim  to  no  originality;  but  merely  to  call  the 
ftStjtitfcao?  practical  men  to  a  temeuy,'  which  f  have 
•s>ssat-  unefal  intyself :  and  I  do  ao  because  I  behave 


«tsnplojment  which  it  deserves, 
*  **  Inttaty  case',  then,  ftv  which  a  vegetable  astringent  la 
amaMcntnd,'  iaakeve  thai  she  tannin, ought  to  have  the 
jftjesjeoeat  A  simple  solution  of  it,  in  distilled  water, 
Is  oracn  more  easily  and  quickly  prepared,  as  well  as 
tatrcn1  moire  elegant,  than  the  ordinary  decoctions'  or 
•oefc4er4,oajeohu,6e.;  moreover,  it  may 


personal  experience.  It  will  often  be  found,  as  Mr. 
Tomes  told  hW,  that  the  gum  around  aeeHtun  tea*  at 
inihaprnti^^bbFcondition^a  lstt>pt*o*,of  itrfltetpps 
growing  into  Jbe  cavity*  TUe  ache  loo  is  often  unite 
as  much  in  the  gum  as  in  the  tooth  iteerf  Bat;  nTBhis 
ah  It  mat,  when  the  tooth  aches,  lei  the  eeliefeNtaah 
Out  the  meat*  thscuOgMy  wHhva  sols^on^easj^npw 
of  soda  in  warm  water;  let  the  gum  around  the  JQOjth, 
or  between  it  and  its  neighbours,  be  scarified  Wita  a 
*a  Act,  ft  has  aHthe  advautagea  ^^-^i^^^^MUMf^^^^imtm^^mmmm^fM^A 


IsB^n^paned  of  uniform  strength,  and  free  from  foreign 
inert  matter,  and  is  not  liable  to  decompose  quickly ; 


stosnfe  sujetehto  prMnle*  have  over  crude  prepare 
Isona  from  the  herba  or  extracts  4»  which  they  are 
•contained. 

thA*mim  in  which  I  have  emnioyud  it,  are  sore 
nifn)as>  axcooations  about  the,  anus  and  scrotum, 
piles,  lettcorrbma,  atonic  phagedenic  sores,  toothache, 
aphthous  sores  in  the  mouth/ severe  salivation,  and 
ffuavnd  aoru»throat.  I  have  never  given  at  internally, 
ahhonjh  I  should  think  it  an  admirable  remedy{  in 
menorrnagia  and  haunaturia. 
'  fbr  sore  nipples  especially,  I  have  found  it  invalu- 
artsfe '  stare*-  acenaachtaw  knows  what  a  source  of 
wretcj*p!ne8eand  illness  these  are  to  the  young  mother, 
juia  now  difficult  it  often  is  to  find  a  decisire  remedy; 
IcOTMitj  never  tteevdsuppbiiitedm  the  use  of  tannin, 
4na  nerfeafcaj  oas%  wkfc  deep  instable 
for  wttich  |t  was  necessary  fo  use  the.  lunar 
lie  tincture  of  catechu,  was  lately  mticji 
i  ^JtpVli  fJfilii  eatta,  aw  a  wrtser.m  the, £a**«Vbtt  It 
.  i4MnMlnAs>iananaananl  with*  the  taaanmJit>nsBttneeannd 


Itc«rtainlyisanao>aatagetousearemdy 


ithai  farm'  winch  I  emnto^hna  wlutna  of 
in  ariJounee  of  d^stfllsd  waaaM'tsawr  is^ 
aeVHedto  the  urp^le  on  lmt,  covered  ^wh%  often  aOk{ 

fW  tne  itehing^  eacoivatlons  nhout  the  sisn  smd 
aeroifeun,  wbiefr  somuch  iirfeet  atvaaen^  -I  tavlwjueni  H 
with  benefit,  but  prefer  lemon  juice  as  a  local  (sniffles-* 
tion.  -  'Pdf  pUeay  with  asucoua  e^sehargey-  P  have  aks> 
ffrineVit  of  usev*ivA  cannot  say  much  on  thkaajsnt 
"ftsjsamvcama^ciience.  - 

In  dbatinate  kojorrhoea,  I  have  used  it  as  a  vaginal 
•fr***?***-  »na  grains  being  made  into  a  avsa/Aftti 
tragacanth,  and  iiftroddced  and  allowed  to-ewsvu. 
Hot  in  this  disorder1 1  beUeve  aftmi  ait  the  ether 
mineral  astringenta  to  be  of  more  service;  and  theft 
ha,  many  caeca,  sach  tasatmenl  as  watt  ssdsjw  dif  eiled 
an4t  congeal  uterus,  is  of  snore,  conseauenoa  s^an 
any  mere  local  application. 

lit  one  or  two  cases  of  fingering  asonie  \ 
Iamve:fo«nd4l  o£ 

the.apre^  hot  more  particularly  so  in  those  i 
ulcers  which  sometimes  occur  in  tfie  mouths  i 
Irom '  acicuty  of  .vhe'Stomaelf,  snjdrW 
/ttrer,  I  ma(y  say  4>nt  J  believe  it  ft*  hest.asnaj^la 
remedy  for  .severe  salivation,  and  tor  all  cause  at? 
relaxed'  sore-throat  attended  with  superaiunAtfeu*'  of 
It  ^gagumtesi  the  niuvuj  'aad^onalnaiilhft 
»paSkaittoaet,r4dpf^^a4ay.   Of  couraa  ^  no^nse 


e^ieTehto^sha^heafc  •.'.•;  /    •   •<•  i;>im9Q7 

,  But  qf  all  thecaaea  for  which  it  is  adapted  that 
common  troublesome  complaint  toothache  is  taste  in 
whfen  tbclkevef  it  is'  mosi  to  beJ  &pttod*&  on/>'Var 
ifar  pveo»«6ne*sWto 
^^has^yetobtaiiu^theaenenl  apd  extensive  j^^  ijr^ince;  and  I  have  teatad  it  byfamnle 


with  a  soraion  of  aacrunleof  tannin,  and,  fivn.auajna 
ofmastich,  in  two  drachms  o/ssther,  he  put.  into  the 
cavity, 'and  if  the  ache  is  to  be  cured  at  all,  dmiftam 
WUf  puvan<ehd  td4t  iwnine  eaattwut  M  taauc.l thank 
thM.practtt*ner*  m  to  blame  in  not  ^a^ia^raapre 
attention  to  the  cure  of  toothache ;  I  am  c^nrmeed 
that  inmost  cases  it  is  as  curable  as  a  colaf^ora 
pleurisy ;  the  thief  poinU  heina>  to.  one*  tfa*faf9tls. 
and  put  the  secretions  of  the  mouth  in  a  hea^thj  stale, 
an^  to  apply  some  gentle  astringent  and  defensative  to 
the  disease*!  tootii  till  it «  capable1  of^naat  stflpaiftby 
some  inetjOUc  suaatauce.  1  sty  emrhariotitjt  Jm 
Uncet,  because  t^foarse,  round.  Wun^twte  Jj^tUrt 
generally  sold  under  the  name  of  gum-Uncets/only 
ottuse  Aw  gum,-  and  cause  horrible  jMnn*  *T!w*MBaeet 
Srhidi  I  use- si  ♦srhkrslmiirii  euaMaaTiOa>ihea%^akeajasni 
finely  gronn4:an4if  guarded  with  the.  aiiddtefsMr 
of  the  right  hand,  it  may  be  used  in  the  WdTVht 
ajoafuaVuiychflftun>withouftta^  pislttllin  itjitY 

.  u  -^  shinar  thai  aha  i  In  inr  iriii  mi  i  *m      ■ 11    g"n  "i  ir  m 

•   ^  J*m.%m\  '  '  ww  '>"  aw' *!VW^BV*ffflMS^SfJBnt^J 


BENEVOLENT  FUND. 


i  to  your  reader*  I  shall  be  ohHeed  by 
then  j  and  with  the  hope  that  it  will 
be  long  eve  tbe  general  practitioner*  of  England 
sasnaon  TBBim  own  Journal,  or  entrant  their  interest! 
to  editors  and  publishers  over  whom  they  nave  no 


I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  Servant, 

ROBERT  DRUITT. 


rftherefcgSon 
and  tbe  dictates  of 


PROVINCIAL 

JWt&kal  &  Surgical  3)ottrital« 

WEDNESDAY,  OCTOBER  9,  1S44. 


The  attention  which  we  have  felt  obliged  to  give 
fo  the  important  subject  of  the  proposed  changes 
in  the  cosetitution  of  the  medical  profession,  has 

•*  rendered  it  impracticable  to  notice  several  other 
questions  which,  nevertheless,  require  occasional 

•  remark  to  keep  them  prominently  before  tbe  Asso- 
ciation.     Among  these   subjects  there  are  two 

,  which  especially  relate  to  the  private  and  indi- 
vidual welfare  of  medical  practitioners— we  allude 
to  the  Benevolent  Fund  of  the  Association,  and  the 
proposed  establishment  of  a  school  for  the  sons  of 
medical  men.  While  we  are  contending  for  our  pub- 
lic and  corporate  rights,  we  should  deeply  lament 
were  either  of  these  admirable  objects  to  be  lost 
flgM  of  It  is  with  much  gratification,  therefore,  that 
we  have  seen  our  valued  associate,  Mr.  Newnham, 
endeavouring  to  place  tbe  claims  of  the  Benevolent 
Fund  to  the  support  of  the  members  of  the  Asso- 
ciation in  such  a  point  of  view  as  cannot  fail,  we 
think,  to  induce  a  larger  number  to  contribute 
towards  it,  and  more  efficiently  also  than  has 
hitherto  been  done. 

We  are  not  among  those  who  are  disposed  to 
advocate  the  setting  apart  of  a  portion  of  the  foods, 
contributed  to  the  Association  for  other  purposes, 
to  this  object;  nor  would  we  wish  to  see  a  forced 
subscription  from  every  member.  The  rand,  as 
Mr.  Newnham  has  well  shown,  is  purely  a  bene- 
volent one ;  and  charity,  in  its  beat  and  holiest 
sense,  ought  to  be  spontaneous — an  unconstrained 
gift,  springing  from  those  principles  of  good-will 
towards  our  follow  men,  which  it  is  the  gtery  of 
Christianity  to  inculcate,  and  the  privilege  of  the 
Christian  to  be  influenced  by.  Anything  approach- 
ing to  conpuMon  in  tbe  exercise  of  this  principle, 
not  only  detracts  from  the  purity  of  the  offering, 
a*d  planes  the  recipient  of  the  benefit  in  a  position 

*%Menesnmot  we  efterwise  than  repugunjnt  to  his 
already  wounded  feelings,  but  is  also  to  the 


extent  opposed  to  tbe  very 
which  we  profess  to  revere! 
which  we  ought  ever  to  follow.  * 

There  is  no  natural  opposition  between  the 
Benevolent  Fund  of  the  Association,  and  these) 
excellent  local  institutions  which  are  established  in\ 
many  parte  of  tbe  country  ,and  which  have  been  the 
means  of  much  good  to  such  of  their  members  and 
their  families  as  have  stood  in  need  of 
from  them.  We  are  desirous  of 
societies  more  widely  extended  and  more  generally 
supported.  The  principle  on  which  they  are  founded 
is  good,  and  the  more  ruDy  it  is  carried  out  the 
greater  will  be  the  benefit  which  will  accrue  from 
the  judicious  administration  of  the  fends  so 
raised.  These  Local  Societies  however,  can  never 
meet  the  cases  so  urgently  calling  for  relief  from  an 
institution  of  a  different  description— an  iuatitntSua 
which  is  purely  benevolent  in  its  character,  and 
which,  to  the  extent  of  its  means,  professes  to 
relieve  distress  wherever  k  is  found 

We  say  then,  to  the  provident,  or  to  those  who 
can  with  a  just  regard  to  tbe  present  wants  df  their 
families,  afford  to  be  provident  -.—Become  members 
of  aLocal  Provident  Institution.  It  is  a  deerduty  to 
endeavour  to  provide   against  the  day  of  sick- 
ness  or   unforeseen    calamity  which   may    find 
yourselves  and  your  families  in  a  condition,  aa  for 
as  worldly  circumstances  are  concerned,  rendering 
it  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  such  a  provision. 
Upon  still  higher  motives  it  is  also  equally  a  duty, 
though  perhaps   not    likely  yourself  to    require 
such   a  resource,   to   unite  with   others  in  gua- 
ranteeing mutual  assistance  to  those  among  yes 
who  may  be  less  fiwurably  situated.     But  we 
intreat  all  who  are  blessed  with  a  superfluity  of  this 
world's  goods,  and  all  who  can  spare  from  the 
proceeds  of  their  exertions  even  the  smallest  sum, 
to  look  well  at  the  claims  which  the  Benevolent 
Fund  of  the  Association,  as  a  purely  charitable 
institution,  has  upon  their  consideration,  and  to 
reflect  that  were  that  fund  commensurate  with  the 
demands  made  upon  it,  no  case  of  destitution — no 
case  of  suffering  to  be  alleviated  by  pecuniary 
assistance,  could  occur  among  the  members  of  our 
profession  without  meeting  with  attention,  receiving 
such  investigation  as  the  circnunstanoae  might  eal 
mry  ana  oeuenuiug  oy  renei  jQtnPOVsjy  taw  ajfto* 
priately  admraistered.  ». 
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August  3, 1844. 

VkxonnicK  Rylawd,  Esq.,  in  the  Chair. 

ALBUMINURIA  ;   GRAKULAR  KIOHRY. 

Dr.  Fletcher  presented  to  the  Society  two  kidney* 
m  the  third  stage  of  granular  disease,  which  had  been 
taken  from  a  female  patient,  aged  54,  whom  he  had 
attended  with  Mr.  Herman.  He  first  Wetted  her 
April  18, 1844,  when  she  was  delirious,  and  suffered 
from  many  symptoms  of  hysteria;  poise  70,  feeble; 
head  hot ;  right  arm  somewhat  torpid  in  its  motions. 
She  said  she  could  not  move  it,  though  she  had  been 
observed  to  do  so.  With  the  exception  of  the  heat  of  the 
head  no  symptom  of  disease  of  the  brain  presented 
itself.  The  organs  of  the  chest  presented  no  signs  of 
disease  upon  physical  examination ;  nor  did  any  of  the 
organs  of  the  abdomen.  No  oedema  of  the  face  or 
extremities.  The  urine  was  described  as  scanty,  but 
none  could  be  obtained;  a  small  quantity  was  after- 
wards obtained,  when  it  was  found  to  be  strongly 
eoagolable,  that  is  to  say,  the  precipitate,  after  allow- 
ing the  urine  to  stand  twenty-four  hours  after  heating, 
occupied  half  the  relume  of  the  fluid.  The  case  was 
legarded  as  a  pure  case  of  albuminuria.  Six  leeches 
were  ordered  to  be  applied  to  the  bead,  and  a  third  of 
a  grain  of  elaterium,  with  two  grains  of  calomel,  and 
fire  of  extract  of  hyosciamus,  every  third  day. 

April  21.  The  leeches  were  said  to  produce  a  great 
deal  of  debility.  The  elaterium  acted  freely  upon  the 
bowels.    To  continue  the  elaterium. 

May  1.  The  intellect  became  clearer;  the  general 
state  of  the  patient  remained  the  same  ;  sickness  and 
vomiting  occasionally  complained  of,  for  which  smafi 
doses  of  hydrocyanic  acid  in  camphor  mixture,  were 
recommended,  and  occasionally  small  doses  of  sesqui- 
carbonate  of  soda  and  tartaric  acid,  in  a  state  of  effer- 
vescence. The  elaterium  to  be  continued  less  fre- 
quently, about  once  a  week. 

She  became  comatose,  sank,  and  died  in  the  begin- 
ning of  June;  slight  oedema  of  the  legs  having 
occurred  for  a  short  time,  only  about  a  week,  previous 
to  her  death. 

Pott-mortem  examination  about  thirty  hours  after 
death. — Head  not  examined ;  contents  of  the  chest  and 
of  the  abdomen  healthy;  kidneys  large,  pale,  and 
granular  in  the  third  stage ;  uterus  and  bladder 
healthy. 

SCIRRHOUS  PYLORUS. 

Br.  Fletcher  then  brought  before  the  Society  a  spe- 
cimen of  scirrhous  contraction  of  the  pylorus,  to  the 
extent  as  only  to  admit  a  swan's  quill  to  be  passed 
through  it.  The  specimen  was  taken  from  the  body  of 
Mrs.  Ward,  a  dispensary  patient,  March  29, 1844. 

Dr.  Fletcher  said  the  history  of  the  case  may  be  summed 
up  by  saying  that  all  of  the  symptoms  of  obstruc- 
tion at  the  pyloric  orifice  existed  with  great  distention 
of  the  abdomen,  particularly  below  the  left  hypochon- 
drium,  where  the  great  curve  of  the  stomach  could  be 
distinctly  recognised  by  its  distended  figure  through 
the  emaciated  parietes.  The  disease  progressed, 
ascites  came  on,  and  she  died  in  the  commencement 
of  June. 
£i»t-w>rtem  examination.    About  thirty  hours  after 


not  examined.    Contents  of  chest  healthy. 


Abdomen.  Stomach  distended,  so  as  to  be  equal 
to  contain  considerably  upwards  of  a  gallon  of  fluid. 
Pyloric  orifice  thickened  and  contracted,  so  as  to 
Just  allow  the  point  of  the  little  finger  to  pass  into  it. 
Intestines  contracted.  Liver  small  and  flabby.  Pan- 
creas hemltby.  Spleen  healthy.  Kidneys,  ureters,  end 
bladder  healthy.  Uterus.  Fibrous  tumours  in  its 
walls,  the  right  ovary  enlarged  to  the  eke  of  an 
orange,  and  scirrhous;  left  rather  enlarged  and  scirr- 
hous. 

stricturx  or  the  oesophagus. 

Mr.  Elkington  exhibited  a  specimen  of  stricture  of 
the  oesophagus,  situated  opposite  the  larynx,  which 
had  been  sent  for  presentation  to  the  meeting  by  Mr. 
Nason,  of  Nuneaton,  who  said  that  it  was  taken  from 
a  female,  about  70  years  of  age,  who  had  suffered  from 
difficult  deglutition  for  the  last  two  years  of  her  life, 
and  for  a  very  much  longer  period  from  dyspeptic 
symptoms.  Daring  her  treatment,  Mr.  Nason  fre- 
quently passed  bougies,  and  she  also  had  bougies  passed 
at  the  Queen's  Hospital,  where  she  was  a  patient  for  n 
time.  Towards  the  close  of  the  case  the  smallest 
bougie  could  not  be  passed,  and  the  patient  died  from 
inanition.  The  body  was  not  permitted  to  be  examined 
beyond  the  throat. 


ON  THE  PROVISIONS  OP  THE  NEW 
MEDICAL  BILL. 

MTTOH  mOM  on.  nnowN,   or  scnoebxand,  to 
on.  roams. 

[We  are  indebted  to  Dr.  Forbes  for  the  following 
sensible  letter,  and  have  much  pleasure  in  laying  it 
before  our  readers.  Like  everything  that  comes  from 
the  pen  of  Dr.  Brown,  this  communication  contains 
sound  and  clear  views,  and  is  deserving  of  attentive 
consideration.] 


Sunderland,  September  25,  1844. 
My  Dear  Forbes,— 

I  have  paid  some  attention  to  the  "  Medical 
Practice  Bill,"  and  the  result  of  this  attention 
is  much  at  your  disposal.  I  have  already  expressed 
to  you  my  general  opinion  of  the  bill,— that  H 
it  contains  so  much  that  is  good,  that  it  ought  not  to 
be  opposed  as  a  whole  by  the  profession ;  but  this  by 
no  means  amounts  to  a  declaration  in  favour  of  all  ita 
parts,  or  that  all  is  in  it  which  ought  to  be  found 
there. 

Let  us  first  look  at  the  formation  of  the  Council  of 
Health,  as  set  forth  in  clauses  from  the  second  to  the 
eleventh,  inclusive.  This  council  will  consist  of  eighteen 
members,  of  whom,  on  its  first  formation,  thirteen  will 
be  appointed  by  the  Crown,  and  the  other  five  will  be 
Regius  Professors.  In  five  years,  six  members,  ap- 
pointed by  the  Crown  on  behalf  of  the  Colleges  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  will  have  gone  out  of  office, 
and  have  been  replaced  by  parties,  said  to  be  nomi- 
nated by  the  Colleges,  whom  her  Majesty  shall  have 
approved  of,  not  necessarily  by  those  whom  tne 
colleges  shall  have  deemed  most«eligibk ;  whilst  the 
^/t  Regius  Professors  ere  permanent,  end  the  six  other 
rs  appointed  by  the  Crown  continue  to  be  mem- 
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>n  othex  wards  a*e 
pointed b*JJ»ta*j&,*itf  Hto  JW*VWfrfeia  *e 

.i*mto^i&iik*«mf»-  itepi^tome^jhe 
n*»  on,  ttapfrt  <*  *•  Cwyn  (■*  J^Wbto)  *>  ** 
.■telWWMw.ilpa^ 

>p»t>WlHMHi  Of  ,M^e  meters,  the  Secretary  oT 
State  Musfet,  by  j^  seme  anJ&Qrity,;fi>rI  »nVf^ 

Appointments,  leave  to  the  profession,  or  the  bodies^ 
(the  colleges,)  which  ajpne  can  >n  any  sense  be  said  t* 
represent  them,  scarcely  the  shadow  of  a  shan^e  of 
iniiience  in  theiormation  of  the  council  by  which  thev 
ere  to  be  goveraed 


a^inted,  wi$  the  appeal  of  one  of  J^er  Majesty^ 
prv^P^.^creJ^an^of  .Staje  vt^  (&u*e  JO)  *!*  W 
Secretary  of  State  sbal}  be  president,  and  nominate,  Jpe 

,  Tifle-jjresid^nt  of  t  the  council.  "When  we  ( lpo^'*si  *jd| 
the.^nff stances  I  U^.^numer^av'aid.'con^eiy 
moreover,  that  the  six  members  most  ^ire^Uy.npmij- 
anted  by  the  Crown,  may  all  of  them  be  "laymen,  or 
in  other  words,  non-professional  persons,  it  must  be 
man^ee^  ho w( small ^  ^^amo^n^of .  power  jiven  to 
the  profession  For  making  the  measures  fn  which  thev 
nre  so  deeply  inteVested4 

ItfrifttiMtJotare  one  of  her  /*#iesfr>pji***>.d 
Secretaries  of  State  the  head,  of  our  profession,  and  t| 
hare  the  profession  itself  virtually  a  department  of  the 
state,  are  circumstances  nbi  without  their  dignity. 
Be*  may  we  not  nay  too  dearly  for  dignity  ?    Though 

.  bctdmg  the  opinion  that  a  profession  like  oue*»  o* 
wM&the  weU-.hieing  >oftfce  community >  so  mm* 
*>nnap>t,  merits,  and  should I  enjoy, the  protection  cjf 
the  state,  yet  the  complete  subordination  of  the  pro), 
feaslon  to  the  ministry,  and  the  intervention  of  tty 
latter  in  its  whole  executive  department,  granted  ty 
the  present  bill,. appear  to  see  to  resemble  too  much 
the  care  taken  by  a  parental  t  (parental  over  much)  anf 
4ejsnjQt^c  Government*  such  as  Austria,  to  be  consistent 
with  our  Anglo-Saxon,  self-governing  notions.  '  The 
profession  runs  the  risk  of  being  like  certain  children^ 
spoiled  and  enfeebled  by  over-coddling  and  overj- 
nursing.  When  we  discover  that  only  by  the  favour 
of  the  Court  is  place  and  honour  to  be  obtained— thajt 
wet  spes  et  ratio  studiorum  in  Csdsare  tan  turn,"  is  there 
not  a' risk  lest  some  of  the  best  minds  among  us  shoulf 
seek  for  advancement  rafter  from  Court,  or,  taore 
properly,  speaking, .  ministerial  patronage,  than  from 
that  sedulous  attention  to  professional  pursuits,  which 
alone  can  procure  for  us  the  esteem  of  our  brethren; 
and  ultimately  that  of  the  public  ? 

Hav^mj  urgeAsp  many  objections  to  the,  formation 
of  the  council  it  may  t  reasonably  be  en^uped  of  me 
what  amendments  I  wqulfl  suggest  ip  Ijt*  constitution^ 
Happeara  to  me^iat  were, ,  the  ;;  six  other  perspi 
w^n^  her   Majesty  wity  the  .  advice.,  pf  her  tn\ 
CpuocjJ,  slul\  fccm  fi^to^Me^l^of  the 
gM*^  »^foa*4  »  cjjpwe.  *>stjpd  of .  b 


framed  upon  principles  similar  to  those  of  other  insfe- 
tutkms of  the  empire.  Tne  Crown  would  be-feate- 
ssntedse/sbnAosJiusJ^m 

would  nreeerve  our  connexion  with  the  state ;  the  Col- 
leges ofTOysicians  and  Surgeons  of  thgttnd*,  Scotland, 
m*t  ttefmtf,  Jt*  tfe  meulcel  men  resident  &  London, 
Brfismersft  and  DebbV,  m  which  fffcie  UenVgttiqire 
sfctwted,  #*tui  W  represented  by  the  member***  <« 
tiotfaetlr  elected  by  these  colleges,  aeeOro1eg«»Vebe 
Btf,  is  tl  no*  sands,  whilst  the  portinv  ol  tJfcrtfco- 
fession  residing  in  the  country  (by  smtch  ttte  ftftfgbst 
potttoobeiiremaAed)  would  not  be  entirely  linfJeAn' 
ail  they  af^^>ytu^Bmihiw,  present  »tnttt.:  *** 

*  ft  wfl!  be  obvt6os  that  along  with  this  populari 
ficattbn ^  in  mvouV  6f  the  repi^ntatlve'sj*'" 
Volieges  shoufef  hare^be  hbsoluie  #&&  \ 

♦'thefr  electa  of  member!  to  «e<Smnci!i  

^GoVe'm then t  should  gbt  mterfert,  as  tt«  tJwMOSkd 
"tdftriPshouU  %/  Should  die  'projesJ^-nY^e 
capi^deeni  ^  th*y  ere  unequally  deaicw^uV 
fnasmuch'  as  in  Ae'  case  of  ,blt>vincial,  praJiWHtts, 
wtne  representation  wilt  be  direct;  in  thmtf'flnttRle 
through  tW  %otlef  ea;  the  pHvilege  of  rot%,  tf  Mfc- 
mon  wi^  IhevirovincW  prettiren  for  lee  sWSeSHk 
whom  ti  is  opposed  W  transfer %  %ii  the  sWHsftk 

*  of  the  Crofe  to  popular  elfectSon,  m^tWeySeW 
to  theni^  ^he  Colleges  stilT  sending  ^Wr '  mesiDeV as 
already  proposed.  .    '*'  c    "     '*  ° 9r 

,  Considering  the  ^uncUona iof  the  Omjcs^tJhere^eaa 
be  no*  doubt  that  it  ou^ht  to  eousistentji^  oifOsnstel 
»^»t  *»4 !!  »W:^  fewp*Vy  %r^#^  'iff M 

.  *e  bofflF  ?*  kirHw . ene  ¥  *"*,  Wfi^ptjf*  Wlfflf^ 
Secre^atiea  of  State  enroll.e4  among  iftine^ar^tnd 

1acting,asjh>)piejf^t9  mighf  not  he  ynyhjsjbsjmsjssl 
by  certaiu jnopnvenienees  resulting  from  ^fljjjygpn 

\  of  these  duties^  by  this  exalted  personage*  ^ 

CUpseafrom  the  13th  to»e  J»th  4»eioafve.  ao»0in 
rtry  much  valuable  matter  on  |>e  segii^at^,nj||si 
ncatioi^  and  ednaation  of  the  pr^easiofH  Here  I 
find  a  great  dea|  to  praise  and  Jittk-ejt  aodsjsjs^to 
censure.,, .  They  eosjstftute  thajbue^  :0f  tM  m+*** 
were  I  to  endeavour  to  characterise  th*j9i94touno~ 
cinct  terms,  I  sbpuM  say,  it  h*4  a  M  hesst^aad  a 
defective  tan,  be^  a  goofl  body,  .  Beyond  beaiis^lan- 
ti^onyto^heerea^mfiritQ/  fhk  vmtom  *?  ^  «pl* 
the  only  comment:  I  shalUflfcr  on  it  celjers  to,e|sMe 
18,  where  I  find  these  words :  M  Every  peis6sj:ss|s]s> 
tered  after  examination  aa  a  physician  or  suigeem 


under  this  Act,shall  be  admitted  as  an  Assodft*  i 
Royal  College  of  Physicians,  or  a  Fettow  otmt\ 


noval  College  of  rh vwcians,  or  a  Feuow  of , the  nvsni 
College  of  Snrgeons,  ic.*r  Why  sn'ouia  thni  ilslL 
ancy  exist  ?    Vfhy  should  not  the  tiro  classes  oe  isi 


assigned 
certainly  ought  to  be  corrected 

The  concluding  clauses,  of  the  Bill,  from 
to  the  Slst, 'inclusive,  comprise  the  privileges 
exclusively  on  the  educated  and  registereoL  _ 
penalties  attached  under  cei4ain  c^rcumsoscea 
unqualified   and.  unregistered  practition — 
clauses  are  sitt  in  the  r^ht  spirit  ani  tae 


'  BENEVOLENT 


Sfiifr  m  nhm  ■   i   ■■■■■■'    ■  i  M^. 

Wt!i  HffyhliftiH  lirl  UTi.'fl  lii iln  iliWki^ 
*JW^$M*ca)  appointments,  tee  :«Mtt^i 
erfftRh^to  specify  from  time  to  time  what  insti- 
tdBoaYare  to  be  considered  public.  It  is  very  tup- 
pceeable  that  this  portion  of  the  duties  of  the 
pAJgfeetife  Council  may  some  da^bta*  them  into 
cdBisfcnwfth  pw4ter  who  may  eWAteen  ■  thav  aedorucy 
o^nltidhs,  and  tnucy  the*  l«hr<  dMttaJew' 
^ptfflie"  and  * fritaur  tobk  been  clearly 
Bat  I  tMn1t  that  Ac  Ceaneiiuay  be  safety' 
( lessen  mis  score*  to  the  protection  of  their  own  pws- 
p^ty;and  the  artfto  powers  eoefemdby  the  BUI.  Tbe 
tftf  clause  exempt*  the  registered,  ted  tsteiegfresud 
os9/;from  certain  municipal  and  parecltial  osnecty 
wiWb  might  prove  onerous,  end  declares  that  tbe  car* 
tifeftte  of  a*  etfwgfetered  person  sbsil  not  M  be 
iJUlltd  se  (be  certificate  of  a  medical  or  surgical 
pfsWtUkmer  in  any  court  of  lew,  or  in  any  case  in 
k  by  lew  the  certificate  of  a  medical  or  surgical 
equired.  Tms  is  tbe  amount  of  privi- 
leftUy  or  rather  of  right,  bestowed  on  the  legally  qeasmed 
nftmtars  of  the  profession,  by  the  Bill,  and  1  do  not 
htoow  that  mere  CouM  be  done,  **k*t  it  had  conferred 
i&nftkem  the  extmehe  prxexUge  of  trtatm%  dteeaee. 
*tlfheh  we  proceed  to  consider  the  penalties  annexed 
to  Uegal  practice,  we  find  (clause  29)  that  every 
pfersen  who  shall  be'  apyibinted  to  any  meeical  or 
sCPffcal  ofiee  for  whtcb  be  is  nofrqnaltted  by  the  Act 
mad  tbe-  provision*  of  the  Council,  an*  who  shall  act  In 
forfeit  the  sum  of  £i0  fer  eHry 
%t  l^'imrigtotered  persons  (Okene  9*} 
recover  any  charge  "lor'  nflpgiett  or  meScml 
Ae^  in-  a  court  of  justice;  and  flnaOy, 
pelawse  80)  *i*t  unregistered  persoMshaH  be  deaated 
f*  WpkHtf  of  a  niisdemeanour,  and  Shall  be*  punished 
1%tsme^in^rfa*tement,  er  both,  should  theynretehdto 
b*te#ster©d  "under  this  Act" 
'ct]iesei  are  clauses,  especially  the  29th  and  30th, 
4k w  considerable  force  and  stringency,  and  certainly 


\  as  must  effectually  prevent  the  unqualified  from 
^Interference  in  practice  of  a  public  description.  I 
ieel  confident' that  the  author  (or  authors)  of  the  bill, 
fitf  in  fact  the  intention  by  these  penal  statutes  and 
rahilration  conjointly,  so  effectually  to  discourage 
irregular  practice,  as  to  abolish  it  entirely ;  indeed  It 
unnpossfble  to  suppose  that  parties  so  convinced,  as 
1  biH'ahows  them  to  be,  of  the  great  benefits  likely 
ue  to  the  public  from  the  services  of  a  highly 
lifted  body  of  medical  men,  should  not  have  been 
sums  to  make  the  benefit  which  they  verjr  properly 
"  » to  the  inmates  of  the  hospital  and  parish  pauper, 
Universal. 

But  with  all  due  submission,  I  venture  to  suggest, 
tjttt  the  parties  have  not  been  well  acquainted  with 
tn£sfate  of  practice  at  present  in  the  country,  or  clearly 
foreseen  the '  effect  which  the  repeal  of  all  penalties 
dn  private  irregular  practice,  without  the  constitution 
tf  others  in  their  place,  must  have.  Hurt  it  will  lead 
W'Vgreat  growth  of  such  practice  I  (te&  convinced. 
#  skay  be  argued1  that  there  is  much  of  this  practice 
la  affte  Of  the  penal  clauses  of  the  Anothecariea'  Act, 
I  teat  the  convictions  under  this  Act  are  few.  This 
, '  hut  it  is'  likewise  true,  thst  hi  spite  of  the 
enactrhentfe  against  felony,  much  mlohy  musts 
atry,  mtfch  that  fir  never  detsciany  uneTuftt'a 
mule,  which,  when  detected, 
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■'"'    «>''    dbegfcfeaa  I*  "it  ■  nfi  i  lirisui,  M  uu^ 

in1  hi^^mh^ ^m  i^^ikkmu,  ssbne 

i  omeumes  nappeueu  m  cases  or  mwnesnssii  oy  ws) 
apothecaries*  Company.    But  does  sub*  one  tbeliesme 
i  loubt  6t  tne  repressive  direct  or  ^enal '  ellSKfssedM  osi 
elony?     In  the  name  Way,  the  -  ApotteetuW  Aet, 
Jlhough  mncb  iivegnlar  prastJee  bad  taken'  nlaee  ran 
^teofit,  has  prevented  moch.    I  :absnk  It  then  doe 
o  the  public  and  the  prof  ession,  tlatt  h  aejnalty  should 
ittaeh  to  those,  who;  not  being  duly7  qnaafied  and 
'egMtered,  •  shell 'practice  medicine  or 'Sttfgory*  wnesbse 
ms  be  in  private  life  or  in1  public  institutions.    The 
femnse,  however,  awarding  the  penalty,  should  be  so 
framed,  that  tbe  reasonableness  and  Jentlce  of  It  abensd 
(carry  pttbKc  feeling  with  It,   not  array  it  ejpiea*  *» 
{Were  it  so  framed  as  to  attract  scrutiny  arid  punish* 
jment  to  small  matters,  such  as  the  dose  of  rhubarb 
(which  the  chemist  half  sells,  sad  half .  prescribes, 
jbebind  his  counter,  the  clause  would  disgust  tbe  nublio 
}by  its  ssMfftistr,  and  a  portion  of  this  disgust  would  fell 
on  the  profession,  which  would  get  tbe  credit  of  having 
instigated  such  Jeetty  legislation.     According  to  the 
maxim,  too,  "  de  minimis  non  curat  lex,",  snob  legm- 
lation  would  be  beneath  the  dignity  of  the  law.    No! 
the  penal  clause  should  be  levelled  at  clear  and  mani- 
fest nets  of  .medical  or  surgical  practice,  carried  on  at 
the  bottses.of  patients,  and  a  process  of  summary  con- 
viction before  a  bench  of  magistrates,  would  be  at  once 
the  most  effectual  and  most  leqient  mode  of  checking 
such  practices. 

I  vemain,  dear  Forbes, 

Yours  very  truly, 

J.BROWN. 
To  Dr.  Forbes. 
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to  ran  nniTOn  or  thb  fkotihcial  mbdioal  ajio 
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In  my  last  letter  I  argued  so  much  on  the  existing; 
test  of  membertkip  in  the  local  funds,  that  perhaps  I 
Shall  be  asked  for  some  proof  that  the  kind  intentions 
of  those  societies  are  confined  to  the  very  limited  circle 
of  their  own  members,  f  therefore  extract  from  the 
rules  before  me,  that  the  fund  is  established  M  for  the 
benefit  of  indigent  member*  of  the  Society,  tkeir 
widow*  and  orphans ;  that  these  membere  thntt  be 
elected;  that  each  candidate  for  membership  must  be 
recommended  by  two  other  member*  of  tbe  Society  in 
writing;  that  he  shall  be  proposed  at  one  meeting,  and 
balloted  for  at  the  next,  when  a  majority  of  three* 
fourths  of  the  membere  present  shall  be  necessary  to  Me 
election ;  that  every  member  shall  pay  a  fine  on  admis- 
sion, and  an  annual  subscription  ;  that  every  member 
having  paid  his  subscription  for  twenty-fire  years,  shall 
be  considered  a  member  for  life ',  that  every  member 
having  allowed  his  subscription  to  fall  into  a  certain 
extent  of  arrear,  shall  ipto  facte  cease  to  be  a  msaissr, 
and  the  previous  subscriptions  shall  be  forfeited ;  that 
the  widow,  and  the  children  of  decern**  member*  who 
have  died  leaving  their  families  in  very  destitute  cfe. 
cttttistances,  shall  be  entitled  to  relief ;  add  that  any 
member  incapacitated  for  attending  to  Ms  heftihess 
through  sickness  or  infirmity  shall  be  entitled  to  each 
Tfeltef  as  majr  be  'cmflfcttnt  with  *e  etato  of  Use 
fund. 
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Enough  however  hat  been  adduced  lo  show  that  the 
efciof  the  local  funds  is  confined  to  ssfseoervaad  their 
frnrilies ;  that  their  numbers  are  necessarily  limited 
by  circumstances;  aad  that  under  these  circumstances 
the  constitution  of  the  local  funds  leaves  untouched  the 
great  meat  of  professional  destitution. 

It  is  not  that  I  disapprove  of  these  rules,  though  I 
hone  presently  lo  show  that  great  improvement  may  be 
made  m  the  local  funds ;  all  I  wish  to  prove  is,  that 
they  are  limited  in  their  nature;  inadequate  to  the 
relief  of  the  large  sum  of  human  misery  before  them, 
by  their  constitution ;  and  that  consequently,  were 
local  funds  distributed  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  our  land,  a  benevolent  fund  would  still  be 
neaeeearg  for  the  relief  of  at  leaet  eenen-eighlhe  of 
prafeeeional  entering. 

Another  objection  against  the  local  fund  is,  that  a 
member  may  lose  his  membership  by  the  very  circum- 
stances which  will  entail  open  his  family  the  largest 
amount  of  misery,  vis.,  bis  decreasing  income  and 
diminishing  power  of  keeping  his  subscription  paid,  and 
where  then  are  they  to  look  for  relief  but  to  a  bene* 
tfund? 


Again,  the  local  fund  makes  no  provision,  even 
among  its  members,  for  certain  great  misfortunes.  It 
is  true  that  sickness  and  infirmity  may  be  relieved  by 
temporary  and  immediate  aid,  provided  that  aid  does 
not  ezeeed  the  sum  of  twelve  pounds;  but  this  law 
provides  no  relief,  and  contemplates  no  relief,  for 
temporary  pecuniary  embarassment— for  family  sick- 
ness and  misfortune— from  any  of  the  thousand  col- 
lateral ills  M  which  flesh  is  heir  to,"  and  which  can 
only  be  adequately  relieved  by-the  untrammelled  hancT 
Of  the  Benevolent  Fund. 

Thus  defined  by  geographical  lines— thus  limited  by 
tests  of  membership— and  restricted  to  some  only  of 
the  various  forms  of  misery,  it  is  impossible  that  the 
local  charities  can  ever  supply  the  place  of  the  Benevo- 
lent Fund. 

One  other  objection  against  the  local  fund,  is,  that 
relief  can  only  be  voted  at  a  General  Meeting  of  the 
members,  except  in  urgent  cases  of  distress,  such  as 
above  mentioned,  where  the  relief  is  confined  to  one 
form  of  misery,  and  limited  in  extent  It  would  seem, 
however,  by  the  31st  rule,  that  the  eame  amount  of 
relief  may  be  given  in  other  cases  of  manifest  and 
urgent  distress. 

Now  I  would  suggest,  in  taking  leave  of  this  subject, 
that  the  ideas  of  the  Benevolent  Fund,  and  the  local 
fund,  should  be  kept,  as  they  are  in  fact,  entirely  dis- 
tinct from  each  other  ;  that  every  individual  should 
contribute  to  the  former  according  to  the  full  extent  of 
bis  ability,  and  thus  enable  it  to  relieve  in  some 
happier  measure  the  extent  of  want,  and  misery,  and 
4eatjtotion,  which  really  exists  among  onr  professional 
circles,  but  which  delicately  avoids  the  light  and  shrinks 
from  the  gate  of  publicity. 

Then,  as  to  the  local  funds,  let  them  also  stand  forth 
in  their  just  characters,  and  let  their  system  be  im 
proved;  let  them,  if  you  please,  take  the  name  of 
amicable  societies,  each  forming  a  county  district 
branch  of  one  Greet  National  Institution,  where  the 
energies  of  such  society  shell  be  developed  by 
end  corporation,  and  by  bringing  into  play  those  great 
uwswhlcbcanofdybeemefentlya 
upo%ueen a  large  scale;  where  every  kind  of 


gency  may  be  provided  for  upon  principles  of  jest 
calculation ;  and  where  each  contributor  shall  fail 
himself  ennobled  by  himself  providing  for  thorn  cases 
of  goffering  and  sorrow,  and  old  age  and  widowhood,  * 
which  are  now  partially  dependant  upon  the  aid  sf 
charity. 

In  order  to  effect  this  object,  we  must  not  haves 
number  of  small  independent  associations ;  anybody  at 
all  conversant  with  the  management  of  such  i 
is  aware,  that  their  success  and  stability  are  c 
upon  their  calling  into  action  upon  a  large  scale,  the 
laws  of  probability,  which  govern  the  duration  of  life, 
the  number  of  married  persons  and  bachelors,  sf 
widows  and  children,  which  arise  in  society ;  aad  ansa 
the  deviations  of  these  laws  in  one  small  society,  betas 
corrected  by  antagonist  deviations  in  another  small 
society,  and  thus  forming  a  jnst  aggregate  upon  which 
calculation  may  be  grounded.  Whereas,  on  a  smell 
scale,  if  successful  in  Surrey,  it  will  be  unsuccesful  ia 
Northamptonshire,  and  for  ever  and  for  ever  local 
circumstances  will  arise,  which  will  blight  the  hopesof 
the  associated,  and  destroy  the  prosperity  o£  the  foee4. 
There  can  be  no  principle  so  mistaken  as  that  which 
confines  efforts  of  this  kind  within  a  narrow  circle; 
like  all  other  narrow  and  selfish  views,  it  is  sere  Is 
terminate  in  the  long  run,  in  mistake  or  misery  upon  s 
large  scale. 

•The  data  of  these  local  funds  are  not  sumckafif 
accurate  for  me  to  form  a  just 
thek  respective  merits,  and  those  of  i 
tions  upon  a  larger  scale,  having  no  pretesmeaaCs 
benevolence;  but  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  they  as 
no  not  offer  advantages  greater  than  could  be  obtsinss 
as  a  mere  matter  of  business,  in  a  business-like  con- 
For  instance,  the  wide*  of  a 
£&0  a  year  to  live  usee,  n 
entitled  to  relief,  and  I  believe  has  recived  about  £15 
a  year  as  an  act  of  charity.  This  same  member  hat 
paid  as  his  teat  of  membership  £2  a  year.  Now,  far 
£6  6s.  a  year,  he  may  purchase  an  annuity  of  £52*1 
year,  to  commence  at  the  age  of  45,  and  to  continue 
through  life  as  a  mere  matter  of  right,  and  have  the 
delightful  feeling  in  his  mind  that  he  has  not  even  tut 
semblance  of  obligation  to  any  human  being.  The 
comparison  at  a  given  age  would  stand  thus :— On  the 
one  hand,  a  subscription  of  £2  a  year,  and  a  widow's 
pension  of  £15,  to  be  applied  for  as  a  boon,  and  renew- 
able from  year  to  year;  and  to  be  withdrawn  if  by  say 
good  fortune  the  income  should  be  augmented  to  £e% 
a  year :  on  the  other  hand  we  find  a  subscription  sf 
£6  6s.,  and  an  annuity  of  £52,  or  a  subscription  of  ft. 
more  than  in  the  former  case,  and  an  annuity  sf 
£17  6s.  8dM  as  a  matter  of  right,  for  the  remaisjfcir  of 
life,  and  not  withdrawable  under  any  circumstances. 

This  reasoning  proceeds  upon  the  presumption  that 
the  ages  may  be  sitae:  if  not  alike,  the  difference  is 
compensated  for  by  the  probabilities  of  age:  but  hem 
again  ia  another  great  injustice  of  these  local  fanes, 
that  while  they  offer  less  advantages  than  die  buriessfr 
like  conducted  institution,  their  principle  is  one  Wfc$ 
gives  the  same  advantage  precisely  to  a  member  of  (s\ 
who  has  paid  five  annual  subscriptions,  as  it  dees  ^» 
one  of  25 :  and  yet  the  probability  of  one  becouuag  S 
claimant  upon  the  fund,  ia  immensely  greater  than  tl9 
other.  - 1  am  well  aware  of  the  kindness  of  heart  srisjeh 
has  prompted  the  establishment  of  local  tafc*1* 
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they  an  waHilry  wrong  in  principle;  tad  if  all 
1  to*  one  treat  institution,  formed  on  just  prin- 
i  of  good  would  arise  upon  a  large  scale, 
be  hoped  for  ere*  in  their  own  little 

Bataquesttonarises,astowhatis  to  be  done  with 
the  capita]  of  these  local  funds,  if  they  be  merged  in 
en*  great  institution?  Of  course,  this  capital  in  the 
capital  of  the  existing  members,  and  must  not  be  alent- 
ated  from  their  special  benefit. 

Nothing  is  more  easy;  the calculations  of  an  actuary 
will  readily  show  the  interest  which  each  member  has 
m  the  aconmnlated  capital,  according  to  the  number  of 
his  anneal  payments,  augmented  if  he  be  a  life  mem- 
ber, by  the  number  of  years  since  he  became  each ; 
a  nominal  division  of  the  capital  to  each  member  will 
thns  take  place,  and  it  will  be  appropriated  towards 
augmenting  his  interest,  or  diminishing  his  future 
payments,  to  whatever  special  object,  of  the  General 
Associated  Association,  he  might  be  disposed  to  invest 
in,  whether  an  insurance  upon  his  own  life— an  annuity 
few  his  widow— an  endowment  for  his  children— -a  pro- 
vision against  akkness— or  superannuation— or  what- 
ever other  form  of  insurance  he  might  deem  moat  snit- 
ahle  to  his  own  views  and  circumstances.  The  present 
/mnih  of  the  local  funds  will  rejoice  in  the  extension 
of  their  benevolent  views,  and  will  cheerfully  mcrifice 
their  own  selfish  pleasure  in  annually  dispensing  their 
,  for  the  far  higher  gratification  of  raising  the 
i  of  their  bounty  from  the  scale  of  dependants 
charitable  funds,  to  that  of  those  provident  indi- 
i  who,  foreseeing  the  evil,  have  laid  up  in  store 
lew  the  wintry  night  of  adversity,  and  who,  secure  in 
ihaar  own  delightful  independence,  can  feel  an  honest 
aside  aa  having  created  their  own  comforts  by  making 
m*  best  use  of  the  gifts  which  Providence  has  afforded 


For  the  development  of  some  of  these  views,  I  must 
rater  to  my  letter  of  August,  1843,  published  in  the 
Prwriucial  Medical  Journal,  of  September  23rd,  1843, 
lee,  after  so  long  a  communication,  I  dare  not  venture 
upon  going  over  the  same  grounds  again. 

.  la  conclusion,  I  have  only  to  entreat  that  these  views 
may  he  seriously  considered,  and  tested  by  arithmetical 
calculation,  and  I  am  assured  of  two  things,  firstly, 
ft**  in  the  main  they  will  be  found  correct ;  and 
secamdly,  that  the  confusion  which  at  presents  exists 
unto  the  nature  of  the  Benevolent  Fund,  will  be  diuri- 
1.  Intreating  your  forgiveness  for  occupying  so 
i  of  your  time, 

I  remain,  Sir, 

Very  faithfully  yours, 

W.  NEWNHAM. 


IHR  JAMES  GRAHAM'S  MEDICAL  BILL. 
WORCESTER  MEETING. 

A  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Medical  Profession 
residing  in  the  city  and  county  of  Worcester,  was  held 
at  the  Board-room  of  the  Worcester  Infirmary*  on 
Thursday ,  October  3d,  Dr.  Maiden  in  the  chair.  Anions; 
uanj^ntlemen  present  were  Dr.  Hastings,  Dr.  Streeten, 
llfti  Williams,  J.  P.  Sheppard,  M.  Pierpotnt,  J.  H. 

'  ,  W.Jones;  J.  Greening,  ft.  Hill,  H.  Budd,  H. 
i  J.  Orwm,  J,  B.  Woodward,  J.  Meears,  J^C> 


.  H.  Cole,  T.  W.  Wale>,  and  D.  C.  Noel, 
Bears*  of  Worcester;  Dr.  Porter,  of  Beuge  worth; 
A.  Martin,  and  —  Thackwell,  Eaqrs*  of  Evesham  ; 
P.  Davies,  J.  Oaridge,  and  D.  G.  Niven,  Bears*  of 
Pfcrshore;  Dr.  Cooper,  of  Feckenham ;  G.  M.  Pritchett, 
Esq,  of  Kempsey ;  —  Marsh,  and  —  Braddon,  Eaqrs., 
of  Upton ;  —  Philbrick,  Esq*  of  Kidderminster,  Ac, 
and  communications  were  received  from  Dr.  Naah, 
and  H.  D.  Carden,  Esq*  of  Worcester;  M.  Ricketts, 
Esq.,  of  Droitwich ;  and  J.  Howey,  Esq.,  of  Bromyard  ; 
regretting  their  inability  to  attend,  and  expressing 
their  concurrence  in  the  objects  of  the  meeting. 

Tlie  Chairman,  having  expressed  the  great  pleasure 
he  felt  in  meeting  so  large  and  respectable  a  body  of 
bis  fellow  practitioners,  proceeded  to  explain  the  objects 
for  which  they  had  assembled.  They  were  aware  that 
Sir  James  Graham  in  the  last  Session  of  Parliament, 
bad  announced  hie  intention  to  introduce  a  Bill  effect- 
ing certain  alterations  in  the  government  of  the  Medical 
Profession  of  this  kingdom.  To  take  into  considera- 
tion the  provisions  of  that  Bill  they  were  then 
aasembled;  and  it  was  due  to  the  Home  Secretary  to 
my  that  he  had  given  them  ample  opportunity  for  con- 
sidering the  probable  effect  of  his  measure,  aa  a  wise 
and  discreet  statesman  would  always  do.  For  that  they 
had  to  thank  him ;  they  had  also  to  thank  Sir  James 
Graham  and  the  Government  for  the  attention  they  had 
given  to  a  subject  which  for  years  past  had  required 
attention,  and  the  result  of  which  he  trusted  would  be 
to  re-organise  a  profession  which  had  long  been  dis- 
organised, and  to  restore  order  where  nothing  but 
confusion  had  long  reigned,  the  profession  having  in 
confusion  had  long  reigned.  Here,  however,  he  was 
bound  to  my  that  in  his  judgment  the  profession  had 
brought  themaelves,  in  the  jealousy  and  rivalry  existing 
between  their  different  Universities  and  schools,  on 
the  necessity  for  Sir  James  Graham's  interference. 
There  was  no  reason  upon  earth  why  there  should 
have  been  ao  much  bickering,  jealousy,  and  heart- 
burning between  the  different  Universities  and 
seats  of  learning  pertaining  to  the  several  branches 
of  the  profession;  but  that  such  did  exist  none 
could  doubt,  else  why  had  they  applied  to  the 
Home  Office  for  its  charitable  aid  ?  Look  to  the 
Universities  of  Oxford,  Cambridge,  Edinburgh,  and 
Dublin :  did  unanimity  of  sentiment,  practice,  and 
feeling,  exist  amongst  them?  Certainly  not.  And 
they  ought  to  have  volunteered  that  unanimity  which  the 
Government  were  now  attempting  to  compel.  Let  him 
not  be  misunderstood :  he  spoke  of  public  bodies — not 
of  private  individuals.  In  all  his  experience  among 
Medical  Practitioners,  he  must  my  that  there  had  been 
less  of  petty  jealousy  felt  and  exhibited  than  in  any  other 
profession  which  be  knew.  When,  however,  they  saw 
rivalry  and  jealousy  felt  and  carried  out  in  their  large 
schools  and  universities,  could  those  aware  of  the  fact 
anticipate  else  than  that  it  would  in  course  of  time  be 
carried  into  private  life:  and  moreover,  could  they 
expect  otherwise  than  that  Government  would  look 
upon  it  as  already  existing  amongst  the  individuals  of 
the  profession  ?  Suppose  the  Edinburgh,  Dublin,  and 
the  English  Colleges  had  one  pharmacopoeia,  then 
would  cease  those  doubts  about  doses,  those  questions 
of  medicines,  their  names  and  their  manner  of  com- 
position, which  had  ao  long  occupied  the  attention  of 
to  the  detriment  of  scientific  advance- 
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mcnt  and  to  Hie"  endattgufur  "olFSi*  "puffier' 

W*h'regard  **  the  writ^Vlai&uage  rf  tW^W^f  *** 

tioui,  Ve  hfecfl  scarce*  suytnaf  Vttt  wat7  obtee.*^  wouttiottUao 

universal  langiikgc  ^  IcartiedTn^  in  EW^pe,  ate*  it    gefittlllf  fiqpli 

mattered  not^^a  pretci^oli^^writfciHfliMm-'  and^setettriM*1»oty'aa^ansna^^ 

tents'  were*  as  wen  known  to  to'  utwthecefy  of  to*'  kingdom. 


continent  aa  they  were  toJ  the  writer  hrrtw^fjbot 
liowV'conffictmg  pharmacopoeia*  had' 'frustraieTT  that 
advantage,  '  and  thus  contributed  to  produce'  One" 
of  the  greatest  evils  to  the  community.'  Sir 
James  Graham's  object  was,  to  rid  the  profession  of 
some  of  these  erils.  While,  howerer,  they  bad  to  thank 
Sir  James  Graham  for  his  good  intentions— and  that  he 
was  actuated  by  motives  of  purity  no  one  could  doubt— 

yet  they  woula*  not  nave  been  there  that  day,  if  they'  h'ad  j  resolution,  that  at  he  ftittyvoi 
not  felt  that  an  injustice  was  about  to  be  inflicted  upon  \  fallen  from  the  Chairman^  it  was 
them.  Wita  regard  to  the  bill  itself,  it  seemed' to  him' 
that  while  by  its  provisions  no  great  disadvantages  would' 
accrue  to  the  profession,  yet  at  the  same  {irae*1  they 
were,  not  protected  as  they  ought  to  be.  Efe  could  not 
help  suspecting  that  a  certain  ingenious  writer  of  an 
article,  which  appeared  some  time 'since  in  the  Quar- 
terly Revifiw,  h&d  tried  to  infect  the  Home  Secretary 
with  a  peculiar  dogma  of  his  own,  which  was  that  no 
measures  which  the  Government  could  take  would  be 
found  effective  in  putting  down  quackery— the  conclu- 
sion drawn  from  that  assumption  being  that  It  was 
useless  to  legislate  with  such  an  object.  Now  let  them 
just  consider  what  was  the  real  effect  of  such  reasoning; 


A* 


Wereik  followed  up  it  must  lead  to  the  complete    resolution;— **TBat it  appears  to  this  meeting mUTfrl 


abrogation  of  ail  human  laws.  Could  any  laws  put  a 
stop  to  sheep -stealing,  or  house-breaking,  or  burglary? 
No,  Then  by  parity  of  reasoning  with  the  Quarterly 
Reviewer  it  was  useless  to  make  laws  on  the  subject. 
Wb^8t  statesmen  have  to  deal  with  frail  and1  fallen 
man,  crime  could  never  be  completely  stopped ;  but 
the  legislator  supposed,  and  rightly  too,  that  by  penal 
laws,  he  can  in  some  measure  deter  the  vicious  from 
the  commission  of  crime%  Once  admit  a  proposition 
so  monstrously  absurd,  as  that  which  dictated  the 
clause  legalizing  quackery  because  it  could  not  be 
stopped  by  punishment,  and  then  the  principle  could 
be  .  carried  farther  than  the  wildest  visionary  ever 
dreamt  of.  No  divine  or  moralist  held  that  the  deca- 
logue of  Moses  ever  made  people  good.  No  !  it  was 
oafy  as  a  schoolmaster,  which  kept  tbem  in  the  right 
way,  from  fear  of  punishment.  If,  therefore,  the 
dogma  of  the  writer  to  'whom  he  referred  were 
correct—then,  they  might  say,  let  "the  tables  of 
atone,"  be  broken  a  second  time.  The  proposition, 
however,  as  all  must  see,  was  most  absurd,  and  it  was 
their  duty  to  see  that  their  rights  were  not  taken  from 
them  without  a  struggle.  If  Government  did  away  with 
all  distinctions  between  the  empiric  and  the  licensed . 
practitioner,  why  not  do  away  with  medical  education'? 
an£  if  they  abolish  the  expensive  medical  education, 
wiry  not  dispense  with  the  costly  preliminary  education  ? 
If,  for  the  payment  of  fees  and  costs  of  medical  educa- 
tion, money,  was  to  be  taken  out  of  their  pockets,  and 
•other  things,  required  of  them,  which  the  unqualified 
and  ignorant  practitioners  escaped,  had  they  not  a 
light  to  demand  that  the  flock  which  was  put  in  the 
wattled  fold  should  be  safely,  guarded  from  the  intra - 
afons  and  maraudings  of  the'fwolf?]  But  the  mil 
hajd  been'  introduced  in  a  spirit  which  induced  him 
to,  hop?  .thaty  if  the  Drqfession  shewed,  in  a  proper  and 


tt  war  moved  by  Mr.  BerpomVof  Warseiteru  ■ 
f  ttuitttlv  the  bthskm  ot  taaV  misliny  Hfcf  talpfcejintli 
regulations  of  the  medical  pnbfeasio*  -lutmirejftteao 
tire  and  speedy  awttiidustnsa  assd  that:  th*  MB  jmri 
^osed  by  Sir  James  Grahaat  cantatas  msnyivoienmau 
that  woultftefcdesatertafly  to  effaatthaiaiarnaTiiwiB 

tbaftatonwaseaty/' 

'  Mr.  herpoftat'ihiraly  observed,  in  sabmittknjtek 
Jmilati  in  waatraaic 
aoti 
io  offer  a  stogie  remark  in  advocacy  of 
ie  1i*d  the  pleasure  to  movei  *  -'« 

r  flfr.ftavies,  of  PfcrtliOr^1  seconded  the  resolstkav 
Although  he'  generally 'concurred  to  the  obserrstteartt? 
the  Chairman,  tfc*  bfll  «ld  w*  aaeet  wi*  htoeaaW 
approbation,  as  he  objected  to  the  farmatiaa4f  taaif 
Council  of  Healtfr,  being*  *f  optefcM  that  pvofasiaeatf 
ability  wootd  be  considered  of  lean  imports**  oner 
political  subserviency.  He  had  Ho  6\rot*<»ie*<ioayi 
member*  of  tiie  council  wh»  should  afcJeeTO  eaVtsiBft' 
proposed  by  the'Hdme  Secretary  would  have  a  moiteM 
warning,  and  be  sent  to  the  rightabout.  <  * 

Dr*.  Hastings,  of  Worcester,'  proposed  the  seeca* 


bill  is  essentially defective  fn*  not  containing-  ate*** 
for  the  punishment  of  unqualified  and  taWegftfteaJl1' 
persons,  and  that  the  absence  of  such  a  clause  itde** 
be  productive  of  incalculable  injury  to  the  puttie  an*1 
to  the  profession."-- In  moving  the  adoptiouof  <btf* 
resolutibn,  Dr.  Hailtings-said  that  he-Had'  ft*  ***** 
years  past  given  a  great  'deal  of  coaafderifttioa  Wuiw*1 
subject,  and  he  was  of  opinion  that  there  were  masjN 
defects  inherent  in  their  system,  whieh,  having  itta 
made  SO  by*  law,  no  conduct  of  the  medical  proftedtw1 
could  £et  rid  of  them.    Foremost  amongst  tki*>«rf 
ther  want  of  a  general  qualification.    When  they  toot* 
into  consideration  the  net  that  the  old  system**" 
defective  iri  not  having  any  representatives '  Of  tie 
licentiates  in  the  bodies  for  governing  the  profts%M^llv 
must  be  seen  that  tfo  attempt  on  tbefr  ptffene*5 
remove  the  evils  of  which  they  complained— ft  Wat tf> 
chaotic  state  which  they  could  not  remedy.    W 
graduate  of  Edinburgh  came  into  Una  country-  sal1 
practised,  by  custom.    There  was  ho  legal  r%hlWr1 
him  to  do  so ;  but  who  could  prevent  him'?   MM" 
and  Cambridge  only  could  produce  persons  kgaflj 
qualified  to  practice  in  tmncowsfry;  yet  they  had  si 
many  practising  in  |bis  country  with  Scotch  diplomat 
as  there  were  practitioners  from  Oxford  and  Csff- 
bridge.    Sir  James  Graham  bad  gone  farther  in  bring- 
ing in  this  bill,  which  would  probably  Impart  mars 
strength  fcid  firsanearto  theinrfeesioa  thaaha.ffr. 
Hastings)  had.  ever  anticipated  from/any  Governmeat 
— it  would, give  uniformity  of  qualification,  and  a  good 
representation  in  the  governing  bodies  of  W^pW"^ 
sion  in  this  country.'  Those  were  things  t^(*!2i 
not  have  done  themselves ;  and  they  ttust  |fve  cWJT 
to  Government  for  stepping  forward  autf  aoaf^Ww 
much/  fre'lo^ed  wtyr1^ 
formation  of  a  Council  'oT  BStffh,  Jaa'Jtheft\|6«l Jg 
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in  tlmt  council  persons  who  will  act  as  the  representa- 
tives Of  ttle'prOfuSSKra.  The  GOubgSS'ejf  twpilemiho 
ami  Surgeons,  for  example,  would  send  then?  fepreeea* 
tatives  to  the  Council  of  Health,  Ami  'tbe-eute  wmM 
be  the  case  wiA  Edinburgh  and  tfuMiiw  thoa^thari-. 
fore,  that  sat  fn  the  Councilor  health  wemUe$pe*r 
there  as  the  representatives  of  the  treat  body  of  medical 
practitioners  in  the  United'  Kingdom.  Some  immune 
objected  to  the  circumstance  of  the  Secretary  of  Stat* 
being  ex-bffi eio  Chairman  of  the  Council,  thinking  he 
would  give  a  political  Mat  to  the  proceedings.  But  he 
(Dr.  Hastings)  was  of  opinion  that  the  medic*]  pro- 
fession should  be  recognized  by  the  State,  though  they 
never  had  been  to  reeogniseeV  Whatever  resolutions 
might  he  come  to  by  the  /Council  of  Health,  it  was 
important  that  they  should  receive  the  support  of 
Government;  thtjefofe,  although  hem  met  objected 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  as  Chafcmanef  thefoueeil, 
he  now  felt  that  they  could  not  make  the  machine  go 
properly  without  having  the  Secretary  of  Stale  to  give 
the  first  impulse  to  it.  Whatever  may  be  the  other 
benefits  of  the  Bill,  however,  he  must  candidly  say- 
after  mature  conaid>ratsoni  end<after  giving  Sir  James 
Graham  credit  for  greater  enlightenment  than  most 
persons — "  rather  let  us  remain  as  we  are  than  give 
us  this  Bill  without  a  protecting  clause;"  such  as  the 
resolution  be  held  in  his  hand  asked  for.  To  pass  the 
Bill  in  its  present  shape  would  be  to  make  *  confusion 
worse  confounded,"  If  the  Bill  passed  as  it  stood, 
there  would  be  two  classes  of  medical  practitioners*— 
the  registered  and  the  unregistered ;  and  the  unre- 
gistered would  he  inflicting  a  continued  and  most 
serious  injury  on  the  public.  It  might  be  said  that  he 
took  a  selfish  view  of  this  subject ;  but  he  contended 
that  if  he  were  actuated  by  selfish  motives,  be  would 
permit  empirics  to  practise  end  injure  the  public, 
that  he  and  other  regular  practitioners  might  be  called 
in  to  remedy  the  mischief  they  had  done.  But  he 
would  say  to  the  public  "  Let  not  the  matter  of 
pounds,  shiilingB,  and  pence  enter  your  calculation ;" 
and  tbe  public,  alter  all,  were  the  persons  wbd  ought 
to  come  forward  and  see  that  they- had  some  protec- 
tion; for  protection  against  quackery  was  required 
more  by  them  than  by  medical  'practitioners.  There 
was  another  point  in  which  the  framer  of  the  Bill  was 
endeavouring  to  do  good,  but  he  fell  short  of  his  mark* 
He  said,  M  We  will  do  away  with  foreign  diplomas," 
which,  by  the  way,  were  not  always  very  fairly  obtained. 
Bert  that  would  do  no  good,  because  /there  was  no 
clause  for  the  punishment  of  persons  practising  with, 
such  foreign  diplomas.  These  might  continue  to 
practise  with  foreign  diplomas,  and  without  some 
clause  to  stop  them,  they  would,  to  use  the  words  of  a 
written  communication  from  Mr.  Shelton— «•  make 
the  profession  more  mongrel  then  It  was  before."  The 
essence  of  Sir' James  Graham's  argument  in  the  Bill, 
was,  "  Because  we  cannot  put  a  stop  to  the  practice  of 
nil  knaves  and  fools,  we  will  do  nothing."  Just  as 
well  might  they  suppose  that  by  having  a  register  of 
all  honest  men  on  the  church  doors  they  would  prevent 
rogues  from  gomg  about,  as  to  suppose  that  they 
would  prevent  qnecbfrom  practising  by  merely  leaving 
thfeir  names  oft*  the  register.  He,  therefore,  cordially 
prtpoeed  the  resolution ;  for,  looking  on  the  BID,  as  he 
diet  as  the  offspring  of  an  enlightened  and  paternal 
Oovernment,  yet  he  would  rather  that  the  profession 


in  its 


such  would  be  the  effsethrw^  at  rp^mHl^fAii 
practitioners  weretUagal. 

Mr.  Martin,  of  Eveebmn,  semmo>l.the.  ireeolaW^ 
hries>  remaining  lt*t.b#  agreed  witit  wbaf  l*d  faftae 
front  Dr»  Hastings,  esccpji.iu  the  formation  jf(  jtlm^ 
Council  of  Health* ,  to  which  he  hao*  strong  pbjections^ 

Dr.  Stosston,  of  Wesccsjer,.  in  propoa^g  ^,'ttOnV 
resolnrtoay  ■ "  ThaMt  is  the  duty  of  every  mejnWof^, 
the  Medical  Profession  strenuously  "to  oppose  the  BUl/ 
unless  %  satisfactory. protective  clause  be  introduced"— 
sai4  thai  after  the.  able  observations  which  Jthey'had^ 
hear4  from,  their  Chairman,  and  from  the  mover  of  the  ^ 
.  preceding  resolution,  Dr.  Hastings,  in  reference  to  the ' 
motion  ..whiqb  he  held  jln  his  hand,  he  shoul^  not  feel  ' 
justsfied  |n  detaining;  the    meeting  further  than ,  to 
express  lus  general    concurrence  in  what  had  been 
alre*jdy(stated.     He  must,  however,  say  that  the  con-  ( 
stitution  of  the  Council  of  Health  was  not  satisfactory  '*' 
to  him;  he  thought  too  much  power   was  thereby  ' 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Government  by  the  proposed 
BUI;  at  the  same  time,  if  that  bad,  been  the.  only 
objection,  he  would  have  waived  it  in  contidenUjiQn  qf  A 
Other  good  points  in  the  Bill,,  especially  as  he  cpnr^ 
sidered  the  establishment,  of  such  a  body  likely  tp  } 
prove  eventually  of  great  benefit  both  to  the  profession^ 
and  the  public.    He  however  objected  so  strouglytj  to 
the  withdrawing  of  all  restrictions  from  the. practice, ,o/  : 
medicine  by  unqualified  and.  unlicensed  persons  thatj0 
he  could  -not  but  cordially  concur  in  the  terete  of  ffan 
resolution  which  he  had  been  asked  to  propose. 

The  resolution  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Walsh,  ,o( , 
Worcester,  and,  as  well  as  the  preceding,  resolutions^ 
carried  unanimously.. 

It  was  then  moved  by  Mr.  Claridge,  of  Persjore^,- 
and  seconded  by  Mr.  Orwin,  of  Worcester :— "  That 
the  following  Petition  be  presented  to  Parliament 
by  the  practitioners  residing  in  this  counljy,  .for  th)|a 
purpose  of  obtaining  that  protection,  for.,  the.pro^ 
fession  and  the  public  which  is  absolutely  esKWfjf^ft, 
the  welfare  of  both." 

To  the  Honourable  House  of  Commons. 
Humbly  sheweth, —  , . 

That  your  Petitioners  regard  with,  great  satia/ac$y» 
the  propeml  of  the  Government  to  amend  the  .regjt^a,^ 
dons  of  the  medical  profession,  and  believe  thaf  ihg,, 
bill  laid  before  your  Honourable  House .  by  SJr  tafflff* 
Graham,  is  calculated  in  many  respects,  to  ecconjip$)^ 
that  most  desirafafa  object.  Nevertheless,,  they ;  ace,,* 
convinced,  after  mature  deliberation,  that  the  pafna^ 
of  such  Bill  in  its  present  form  would  prove  detrinmnts^; 
to  the  interests  of  the  profession,  and  especially  to  tne  ' 
welfare  of  the  community  in  general* 

Hurt  your  Petitioners  are  unwitting  to  expiem.esfa, . 
satisfaction  with  regard  to  several  particulars  tttheA 
proposed  biH,  because,  although  capable  of  eeeismid 
improvement,  they  cannot  be  considered  asnseessmsfla)) 
involving  any  essential  evil.  '• 

(at,  that  your  Petitioners  entreat  the  earnest  aeten> 
tioU  of  your  Honourable  House  to  one  gms4  deieoV 
which  would  inevitably  tend  not  only  to  the  injusyef  ■ 
medical  practitioners,  but  would  be  productive,  of  amY 
most  serious  consequences  to  the  publfc  health*  ''' 

That  such  injuries  must  arise  from  the  absence  nf 
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the  practise  of  medicine  it  • 
net  so  evident  to  the  whole  body  of  the  ppnfterfon  as 
to  require  no  fennel  proof  for  its  establishment 
.  list  your  Petitioners,  therefore,  humbly  prey,  that  a 
dame  may  be  enacted,  which  shell  provide  for  the 
punishment  of  unregistered  practitoners  in  so  simple 
and  feasible  a  manner  as  shall  be  calculated  effectually 
to   restrain  the  dangerous  practices  of   unqualified 


That  your  Petitioners  feel  that  the  Members  of  the 
Medical  Profession  have  peculiar  claims  upon  the 
Government  for  the  maintenance  of  their  rights  and 
protection  of  their  privileges,  and  are  assured  that  a 
strict  law  for  the  punishment  of  unqualified  persons 
would  only  render  that  justice  to  properly  educated 
men,  and  that  security  to  her  Majesty's  subjects,  which 
both  are  entitled  to  receive,  and  which  it  must  be  the 
desire  of  your  Honourable  House  to  confer. 

And  your  Petitioners  will  ever  pray,  dtc. 

Moved  by  Dr.  Cooper,  of  Peckenham ;  seconded  by 
Mr.  Pritchett,  of  Kempsey :— M  That  the  following 
letter  be  addressed  to  each  Member  of  Parliament  for 
tMs  county,  city,  and  the  boroughs,  to  request  his 
active  co-operation." 

Sir— We,  the  undersigned  representatives  of  the 
Medical  Practitioners  residing  in  the  city  and  county 
of  Worcester,  beg  to  address  you  on  the  very  important 
subject  of  Medical  Reform,  and  we  trust  that  yon  will 
consider  it  a  part  of  your  parliamentary  office  to  lend 
your  aid  In  support  of  what  we,  in  common  with  our 
orctfaren,  believe  to  be  the  rights  and  privileges  that 
ought  to  be  secured  to  the  legitimate  members  of  our 


It  is  proposed,  as  you  are  aware,  by  the  Bill  introduced 
by  9lr  James  Graham,  to  repeal  the  only  Act  that 
nuVrds  us  the  slightest  protection  against  the  inroads 
es*  unlicensed  persons,  and  no  clause  is  proposed  as  a 
substitute  for  such  repeal. 

It  must  be  obvious  to  any  one  who  reflects  carefully 
upon  the  subject,  that  multiplied  evils  would  neces- 
sarily arise  from  the  state  of  things  that  Sir  James 
Graham's  Bill  would  produce. 

We,  therefore,  confidently  solicit  your  valuable 
exertions  for  the  purpose  of  having  a  clause  enacted  for 
the  summary  punishment  of  all  persons  who  shall, 
1  without  legal  qualification,  practise  in  the  capacity  of 
nysidan,  Surgeon,  or  Licentiate  in  Medicine,  end  we 
beg  that  you  will  strenuously  oppose  Sir  James 
Graham's  measure  unless  a  clause  to  that  effect  be 


Moved  by  Dr.  Porter,  of  Bengworth :— "  That  it 
i  to  this  meeting,  that  much  credit  is  due  to  the 
Company  for  the  manner  in  which  they 
heme  carried  out  the  Act  of  1815,  as  they  certainly 
took  the  lead  of  other  bodies  in  enforcing  a  high  stan- 
dard of  medical  qualification.  If,  therefore,  it  has 
beeeene  necesary  to  repeal  the  Apothecaries'  Act  of 
Itt*,  it  seems  highly  expedient  that  some  arrangement 
Lbe  mode  in  the  Bill  whereby  the  Licentiates  of 
and  Surgery  would  be  represented  in  the 
Caemca  of  Health." 
-Mr.  Deris*  of  Worcester,  in  seconding  this  resolu- 
tion, said  that  Mr.  Spooner,  M.P,  for  Birmingham, 
I  his  wish  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  further  ' 


the  washes  of  teMedfcel  IWceoion  in  regard  to  the 
BflL 

Moved  by  Mr.  Bedd,  of  Worcester,  and  seconded 
by  Mr.  (keening,  of  Worcester;--"  That  as  it  matt 
be  evident  that  the  weUare  of  the  public  is  deeply  con- 
cerned in  having  a  well  organised  system  of  Medical 
polity,  this  meeting  invito  ell  classes  of  the  comma, 
nity,  and  more  especially  the  members  of  the  Legal 
Profession,  to  oo-operate  in  endeavouring  to  obtsio 
the  assistance  of  the  Members  of  Parliament  of  tail 
district,  in  amending  the  Medical  BUI  introduced  by 
Sir  James  Graham." 

The  thanks  of  the  meeting  were  then  voted  to  the 
Honorary  Secretary  of  the  Committee,  Dr.  WUtiaan, 
for  his  efficient  services,  to  Dr.  Streeten,  the 
Editor  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgicsl  Journal, 
for  his  able  advocacy  in  that  Journal  of  the  objects 
which  the  meeting  had  in  view,  and  to  Dr.  Maiden,  for 
bis  able  conduct  in  the  chair. 


LIVERPOOL  MEETING. 

A  meeting  of  the  Members  of  the  Medical  Profesnm 
of  Liverpool,  numerously  attended,  was  held  at  the 
Medical  Institution,  on  Wednesday,  October  the  Sad, 
1844,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  Sir  Janus 
Graham's  Bill  "  for  the  better  Regulation  of  Medical 
Practice  throughout  the  United  Kingdom."  Dr. 
Jeffreys  in  the  Chair. 

The  Chairman,  after  thanking  the  meeong  for  the 
honour  conferred  upon  him,  said  the  subject  which 
had  been  the  means  of  bringing;  them  together  urn 
one  of  the  greatest  importance  to  every  indlvidail 
who  had  the  good  of  the  profession  at  heart  The 
meeting  had  been  called  in  consequence  of  a  reauni- 
tion  signed  by  twenty  respectable  practitioners  of  the 
town.  He  was  anxious  that  all  should  be  united  ea 
a  question  of  such  importance,  as  the  whole  country 
looked  up  to  Liverpool  to  see  what  they  were  sboat 
on  the  present  occasion.  With  respect  to  the  bill 
he  hsd  no  right  to  give  an  opinion.  Whatever  bill 
was  passed  it  would  not  give  universal  satisfaction,— 
but  that  was  no  reason  why  they  should  not  attempt 
to  better  their  condition.  He  rejoiced  that  Sir  Janus 
Graham  had  taken  the  thing  in  band  ;  they  ought  to 
be  glad  he  had  not  come  on  them  by  surprise,  bat 
allowed  several  months  for  a  consideration  of  tat 
question ;  and  he  trusted  such  alterations  would  be 
made  as  they  might  think  proper  to  suggest.  A  coav 
mittee  had  been  acting  for  some  time,  and  had  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  a  memorial  would  be  preferable 
to  a  petition  for  presentation.  In  conclusion,  he 
thought  the  best  way  to  carry  measures  was  not  to 
be  too  violent,— that  the  whole  profession  ought  to 
be  in  harmony  with  each  other  on  such  a  subject 
as  they  were  met  to  consider,  and  unite  heart  and 
hand  for  the  general  good. 

Dr.  Preckleton  moved  the  first  resolution.  He  felt 
anxious  for  some  legal  enactment  for  preserving  good 
order  in  the  profession,  so  that  regularly-educated 
men  should  be  protected,  and 
all  its  branches.  Some  eni 
it  would  be  difficult  to  frame  a  bill  to  meet  the  vices 
of  all  classes.  He  did  not  wish  to  oppose  the  bffl 
m  toto,  but  thought  it  would  be  better  to  poiat  out 

He  felt  ewe 


quackery  punished  in 
at  was  necessary,  sad 


UVKRPOOL  MEETING. 


lT«U 


the  Government  bad  acted  towards  the  profession 
with  good  faith  aod  honesty,  as  they  had  allowed 
sufficient  time  for  parties  to  csnsaine  and  comment 
upon  it ;  and  if  the  members  of  the  medical  profession 
would  only  point  out  to  her  Majesty's  Ministers  those 
parts  of  it  that  were  objectionable,  he  bad  no  doubt 
they  woold  most  with  that  attention  they  deserved.  They 
wore  making  efforts  by  the  proposed  bill  to  render 
the  profession  respectable,  and  Government  had  a 
right  to  interfere  in  legislating  for  them  as  well  as  for 
other  bodies.  They  would  be  doing  wrong  if  they 
did  not  concur  with  the  Government  in  supporting 
those  parts  of  the  bill  which  were  for  their  own  good. 
He  concluded  with  moving  the  following  resolution : — 
*•  That  it  is  a  matter  of  gratification  to  this  meeting 
that  her  Majesty's  Ministers  have  introduced  into 
Parliament  a  bill  having  for  its  object  the  better 
Regulation  of  Medical  Practice  throughout  the  United 
Kingdom." 

John  M.  Banner,  Esq.,  'seconded  the  resolution, 
which  was  carried  unanimously. 

Moved  by  Sir  Arnold  Knight,  M.D.,  and  seconded 
by  L  L.  MinshuU,  Esq.,  and  carried  unanimously  :— 
"Tnat  the  provisions  of  the  bill  for  ensuring  greater 
uniformity  in  the  Education,  Qualification,  and  Regis- 
tration of  the  Profession  are  judicious,  and  have  been 
long  called  for/' 

Dr.  Sutherland  referred  to  the  charter  of  College  of 
Physicians,  and  the  Apothecaries'  Act,  in  the  spirit  of 
both  of  which  irregular  practice  was  considered  as  con- 
trary to  law.  It  was  proposed  by  the.  new  bill  to  repeal 
all  charters  which  imposed  restrictions  on  the  practice 
Of  medicine— to  place  the  educated  on  the  same  footing 
with  those  who  had  received  no  education  st  all,  and 
for  that  they  had  a  right  to  seek  a  remedy.  It  was 
unnecessary  for  him  to  argue  that  men  intended  for 
the  medical  profession  must  be  men  of  education ;  the 
amount  of  knowledge  they  required  was  greater  than 
lor  any  other,— there  was  scarcely  any  branch  of  know- 
ledge they  did  not  require  ;  and' the  principle  that  there 
should  be  a  distinct  body  of  men  for  that  purpose  had 
always  been  recognised.  During  the  examination 
before  the  House  of  Commons  it  was  stated  to  be 
almost  impossible  to  put  down  illegal  practice  by  the 
present  act,  on  account  of  the  expense,  but  the  cir- 
cumstance of  its  being  deemed  necessary  to  suppress  it, 
showed  it  was  an  evil.  Sir  James  Graham  had  stated 
the  impossibility  of  putting  down  quackery ;  but  he 
believed  it  could  be  accomplished  if  proper  steps  were 
taken  in  reference  to  it.  The  new  bill  itself  admitted 
irregular  practice  to  be  an  evil,  for  it  excluded  irregu- 
lar practitioners  from  the  army  and  navy,  and  from  all 
public  medical  offices.  If  a  practitioner  were  found 
not  to  be  registered,  let  him  be  taken  before  the 
magistrate,  and  quackery  would  soon  be  put  down ;  as 
far  aa  law  could  reach  it,  that  course  would  be  most 
effectual.  He  proposed  the  following  resolution  : — 
•"That  this  meeting  deeply  regrets  that  no  restriction 
on  irregular  practice  should  have  been  provided  in  the 
bill,  by  the  substitution  of  measures  more  efficient  in 
their  operation  than  those  contained  in  the  acts  pro- 
posed to  be  repealed :  which  acts,  although  they  may 
not  have  been  of  sufficient  power  to  remedy  the  evil, 
nevertheless,  admit  the  sound  principle  that  the  prac- 
tice of  uneducated  persons  is  contrary  to  law." 


Henry  Stubbs,  Esq.,  seconded  the  resolution,  which 
was  carried  unanimously. 

It  was  moved  by  Dr.  Macintyre,  and  seconded  by 
Dr.  Collins,  and  unanimously  agreed  to : — "  That*  the 
following  memorial,  which  has  been  prepared  in  con-  ' 
formity  with  the  foregoing  resolutions,  be  adopted  by 
this  meeting,  and  signed  by  the  chairman,  and  trans- 
mitted to  the  Right  Honourable  Sir  James  Graham, 
Bart,  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department.*' 

To  the  Right  Honourable  Sir  James  Graham,  Bart., 
her  Majesty's  principal  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department.  This  memorial,  agreed  upon  at 
a  meeting  of  the  Medical  Profession  of  the  town'  of 
Liverpool,  held  at  the  Medical  Institution,  on  the 
2nd  of  October,  1844, 

Shbwsth, — 
That  your  memorialists  hail  with  satisfaction  the 
introduction  into  Parliament  of  "  A  Bill  for  the  bettor 
regulation  of  Medical  Practice  throughout  the  United 
Kingdom."  That  they  have  given  a  careful  considera- 
tion to  the  said  bill,  and  beg  respectfully  to  submit  to 
you  their  opinions  on  the  same. 

That  inasmuch  as  the  restrictions  on  unoualiQed 
practice,  as  they  at  present  exist  in  the  several  acts 
and  charters  proposed  to  be  repealed  in  the  first  clause 
of  the  said  bill,  have  been  local  and  partial  in  their 
application,  and  have  thereby  frequently  beeninjurinns 
to  well-educated  members  of  the  profession  ;  and  espe- 
cially as  they  have  never  proved  themselves  to.be  a 
sufficient  protection  to  the  public  against  ignorant  sad 
unskilful  pretenders,  your  memorialists  think  it  onite 
necessary  that  these  acts  and  charters  should  be 
repealed  and  annulled. 

That,  nevertheless,  these  acts  do  acknowledge  as,  a 
principle  in  law,  that  persons  not  duly  qnsJffied. shall 
5  be"  prohibited  from  practising  under  certain  penalties ; 
and  if  they  shall  be  repealed,  without  at  the  same  tjtjae 
substituting  a  more  tficimt  prohibition  against  ira> 
gular  practice,  your  memorialsts  consider  tbis.sjMaf 
up  of  a  sound  principle  as  pro  tcmto  legalising  the  prac- 
tice of  unqualified  persons,  as  tending  to  lower  the 
dignity  of  the  medical  profession,  and  as  at  the  same 
time  taking  away  from  the  profession  its  legitimate 
rights,  while  it  withdraws  all  protection  from  the 
public. 

That,  as  the  medical  profession  is  at  present  con- 
stituted, there  exist  registers  of  all  qualified  practi- 
tioners in  the  United  Kingdom,  some  of  which  are 
from  time  to  time  published ;  end  that,  instead ^of 
these,  it  is  proposed  to  have  one  general  registration, 
a  measure  of  which  your  memorialists  cordially  approve* 
as  lying  at  the  basis  of  all  effective  legislation  on  the 
subject. 

That,  by  existing  laws  or  usage,  no  unquaistad 
practitioner  can  or  does  hold  any  medical  office  in 
infirmaries,  dispensaries,  poorhouses,  or  prisons  $  or  in 
the  army,  navy,  or  East  India  Company's  service,  and 
that,  considering  the  proposed  registry  as  a  test  of 
qualification,  your  memorialists  approve  of  it,  as  a 
means  of  excluding,  as  heretofore,  all  unregistered 
and  unqualified  persons  from  such  public  nssdieat 
officers.  "' 

That,  aa  it  is  fully  conceded  by  the  stU  that  it  shell 
he  unlawful  tor  any  unxegisteted  person  to  ptnetseeia 
certain  departments  and  public  offices,  yssvasasuaw 


Ut 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


sJW&T  aeVoe  Tally  calmed  out,  so  at  to  reader  it 
«ak«M  for  any  one  to  practice  medicine  am)  ■urjery, 
iaWyart  of  the  United  Kingdom,  without  being 
dm  o,ua^edand  registered;  while  they  arc  of  opinion 
tbrt°  treat  exxxl  would  follow  if  the  bill  declared  all 
rack  Irregular  practice  subject  to  a  penalty  similar  to 
thg  Vnict  the  bin  inflicts  on  all  unqualified  persona 
practuinp  in  public  offices,  but  recoverable  by  a  sum* 
mary  process. 

Thau  you?  saemoralists  are  of  opinion,  that  a  measure 
foutsdedowthejlroposed  registration,  may  be  devised, 
beater  oolcumtcd  than  the  laws  now  existing  to  protect 
iiaeawul  men%  as  well  as  the  public,  against  unqualified 


It  was  moved  by  Dr.  Dickinson,  and  seconded  by 
William  Bainbrigge,  Esq.,  and  unanimously  agreed 
tup*-"  That  a  copy  of  the  above  resolutions  and 
aaaansnlaft'be  transmitted  to  the  county  and  borough 
Hssnbeta,  with  the  respectful  request  that  they  will 
haewtW  a^odness  to  support   the   objects   of  this 


It  was  moved  by  Hugh  Neil,  Esq.,  and  seconded  by 
Dr;3sasnaugat,  and  unanimously  agreed  to : — "  That 
taw^fcJuwlng  seven  gentlemen  be  appointed  a  standing 
ceaamittee,  with  power  to  add  to  (heir  number,  to 
mate*  lho|»egrem  of  the  WH,  and  to  adopt  measures 
thereayamy  which  they  may  see  necessary  >— -Dr.  Jeffreys, 
Dr.Pbtmhy;  Sir  Arnold  Knight;  M.D.,  Dr.  Fteekleton, 
Mr.  fialtoay  Dr.  Sutherland,  and  Mr.  Long." 
» IS  waa  movod  by  King  Bihson,  Esq.,  and  seconded 
fa*  AJrred  Hfegfeson,  Esq.,  and  uasnwmoealy  agreed 
te-i-^ttmtaiepmoftheproesou^ 
he  sent  to  the  Medical  Gazette,  the  Lancet,  the 
Memcal  Thnee,  and  the  Provincial  Medical  and 
Ss*#tt  Journal." 

it  was  mowed  by  Dr.  Formby,  and  seconded  by 
lauf  BUssan,  Esq.,  and  earned  uaanimOttaly :— "That 
tbwebanksof  this  meeting  be  given  to  Dr.  Jeffrey,  for 
his  able  conduct  in  the  chair." 

GEO.  MILLETT  DAVIS, 

Secretary. 


.    B&WDLBY  AND  STOURPORT  MEETING. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  medical  practitioners  of  Bewd- 
ley  and  Stourport,  held  in  the  Townhall,  Stourport,  on 
Tuesday,  October  1st,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into 
ebusfderation  the  proposed  Medical  Bill  of  Sir  James 
tSratam,  Kenrick  Watson,  Esq.,  F.R.C.S.,  in  the 
t&air,  the  following  resolutions  were  proposed  and 
agreed  to:— 

1.  lust  the  repeal  of  the  Apothecaries'  Act,  with- 
out substituting  ample  protection  for  those  members 
of'  the  medical  profession  who  have  qualified  them- 
selves oy  a  long  and  expensive  course  of  study,  under 
the  direct  promise  of  such  protection,  is  both  unwise 
and  unjust  to  the  medical  profession,  and  injnrious  to 
tne"  best  interests  of  society. 

,    &  That  a  petition,  based  on  this  resolution,  be  pre- 
jaajatad  to  the  Hpuse  of  Commons,  and,  if  necessary, 

the  House  of  Lords. 

3.  That  a  deputation,  consisting  of  Mr.  Barnettand 
sMr;  Cole,  he  appointed  to  wait  on  Sir  Thomas  E. 
-Waesnuaaoa,  Bart,  Member  for  the  borough,  to  explain 
*B*!snmq  the. news  of  this  meeting,  and  request  him 

to  present  the  petition. 


Provincial  >temcAL  jaio  surgical 

AflEOflATfOM 

e>aciAL  oawafcAL  irxxfttco. 


Weave 

Masting  oftuW  rYOewMnl 

chrtto^too^heM  et'Wrby,  i*  abeutto  bec*Be<fby 

the  Council  of  'the  Association,  for  the  purpose  of 

taking  into  consideration  Sir  James  Graham's  Bill  for 

the  jbetter  regulation  of  Medical  Practice 

the  United  lUagdom. 


MANCHESTER  MEDICAL  SOCIETV. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  this  Society,  held  at 
Library,  38,  Falkener  Street,  Manchester,  on  file 
instant,  the  following  gentlemen  wereaayetntet 
for  the  ensuing  year  :— President,  W.  J.  Wnueev  1 
Vice-Presidents,  Dr.  Black,  R.  T.  Hunt,  Esq., 
Itadford,  and  John  Jesse,  Esq. ;  Treasurer,  Dr. 
Secretaries,  Mr.  litems*  Dorrington  and  Mr. 
A.  Franklin ;  Council  Mr.  Noble,  Mr.  Brownbill, 
Crompton,  Dr.  Watts,  Mr.  Ker,  Mr.  J.  Walker, 
Wilkinson,  Mr#  Gatlow,.  Mr.  Bent,  Mr.  Owen, 
Dyson,  and  Dr.  White. 


Dr. 


Mr. 

Br. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  6URGEONS. 

Gentlemen  admitted  members,  on  Friday,  October 
4th,  1844:— E.  Moore;  f.  Batt;  J.  F.  Jones;  G, 
Yates ;  T.  Evans;  J.  Black ;  J.  P.  Smyth. 


BOOKS,  Ac,  RECEIVED. 

Vestiges  of  the  Natural  History  of  Creation.  Lea- 
don  :  Churchill,  1*44. 12ma,  pp.,  390. 

Narrative  of  a  voyage  to  Madeira,  Teneriffe,  ami 
along  the  shores  of  the  Mediterranean,  including;  a 
visit  to  Algiers,  Egypt,  Palestine,  Tyre,  Rhodes,  Td- 
meatus,  Cyprus,  and  Greece,  dtc.  By  W.  R.  WrMe, 
M.R.I.A.,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeon* 
in  Ireland,  dec.  &c.  Second  edition,  enlarged  and 
revised.  Dublin:  Curry.  London:  Longman  and 
Co.    1844,  ftvo.,  pp.,  648.    Illustrations. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


Communications  have  been  received  from  Mr.  Copland* 
Mr.  Ikin,  Dr.  Drury,  Mr.  Wilton,  Mr.  tfree,  and  Mr. 
C.T.Edwards.  ...,.-  [ 

We  have  been  unable  to  find  room  for  the  notices  of 
the  Essex  and  Gloucester  Meetings,  which,  as  well 
ss  the  account  of  the  Branch  Meetings  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Association,  held  at  Shrewsbury  and  Ipswjcfe* 
will  appear  next  week.  We  have  also  to  apolOfme 
to  several  of  our  contributors,  for  the  delay  wmcii 
has  unavoidably  taken  place  in  inserting  their  com- 
munications ;  the  necessity  for  devoting  a  conntffoalsW 
space  to  the  manifestation  of  feeling;  do  the  sunset 
of  the  Medical  Bill  must  plead  our  excuse. 


PROVINCIAL 
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CUinCAL  UBCTURfiS  ON  DISLOCATIONS, 
BBLTOUHB  AT  THJfc  CHAmiNO- CROSS 
MMNnTAI* 

By  KwsrWY  Hai^cock,  'Esq.,  Snigebn  to  the  Hospital 

.  T^BCTUX*  V. 

^  this  lecture,  gentlemen,  J  nrnpose  to  eater  upon 
tee  symptoms  of  duaocation*,  and  to  commence  with 
the  cpu*iAeeationnof  $u*  form  most  commonly  met 
.w^tb,  in  whic^i  tjif  ,liead  of  the  humerus  is  thrown 
downwards  and,  inwards  jnio  the  anilla^  resting  against 
% .  ejge  Aif4  inner  side  of  the  inferior  «otta  of  the 


A  man,,  applies -^  yon,  stntinf  that  ho  hi 
or  w*a.thj$niu  u\^and  alsjhind  nW*r  upon  one 
of  his  hinds.ee  nltawa^aad  fbdiae,  that  ht  caaaot 
nee  his  arm,.  a&4  tuffeang  suefa>  intense  pnin,  he 
*  hnf  came  .to,  |m-t%  3W*  ©fiinsnn.    Befitra  eft  re- 
moves hit  clothes,  jou  may.  chservo   that  ap  heed 
nnd  hodyuwOiiie,  townnds  too  Injure^  .sWe,  that  W 
elbow  tsaeajuajed  from  )us'stfe,  and  t)jet  boqappetts 
I  the  hand  of  that  aide-  ia>  his  opposite  heady  canyiag 
,  .it  forwards  and  retfeviag  it  from  fc'oien  weight.    Yon 
direct  him  to  hold  his  beadop,,an4  he.  nail  tell  yon  he 
cannot,  thetwhen  Jreattenyta  to  do  none  experiences 
.  each  a  draining  sensation  andtpajnui  tfe,  shoulder  as 
.  *o  baffle  bin  enjleavoura.    Yob  ihen,ttll  him  to  let 
go  his  hand,  and  he  will  do  so,  but  he  immediately 
resume  it,  complaining  of  the  weight  of  the  affected 
arm,  and  the:uneasy  numbness  and  prfdkrag  sensation 
lefaiwll  «o  ate  ihtgerft.    Ton  next  tell  him  to  carry 
Ms  dhow  to  his  side;  he  wflf  endeavour  to  do  so,  but 
without  success ;  and  if  you  take  the  elbow  in  your  own 
i  and  try  to  bring'  it  to  the  ribs,  you  will,  in  most 
be  unable  to  do  so,  without  great  pain  to 
your  patient  ]  the  arm  alio  appears  longer  than  natural, 
1M  Mm  to  raise  his  hand  to  bis  head  and  he  cannot 
do  so, 

Tnese,  then,  are  the  symptoms  which  any  one  can 
notice-in  most  cases  of  this  accident,  even  before  the 
patient  has'  removed  his  clothes— vik,  the  inclination 
of  the  bead  and  body  towards  the  affected  side,  the 
supporting  the  hand  in  the  hand  of  the  opposite 
side,  the  iiumbnets  and  pricking  of  the  hand,  the 
foattrty  W  bring  the  elbow  to  the  side,  and  also  to 
'  ma*  the  hand  to  the  head,  and  the  lengthening  of 
the  Onto.  ITon  now  take  Off  hit  clothes,  and  will  be 
I  toewtroguish  the  following  additional  symp- 
Ae  shoulder  no  longer  presents  its  usual 
I  hare  already  told  you  that  in  the  normal 
i  of  fee  joint,  if  we  carry  our  finger  downwards 
I  outwards  along  die  obtuse  border,  afforded  by  the 

W.A.  ML  OeuAav  IS.  lfttf. 


«fthe< 
first,  the  end  of  the  deride,  than  the  edge  of  the 
p*eec*s»aad  lastly,  the  i 
by  the  head  of  the 
projecting  considerably  beyond  the 
In  the  dislocation  of  the  hoatcrus  iltotnBsulii 
we  lout  tada  piesninence;  taeaoronnien  swoeees,  isatshil 
of  koine;  oonceated  by  the  latter,  project*  aereetly 
outwards,  whilst  instead  of 
ameirnco,  the  sbotdrkris  fatten,  there  Is  the  I 

of  the  stretched  deiteid  awed**  end  if  ?t«i 
pressure  beneath  the  acaatuo^  will 

a  depression  cerseaneadieg  to  the  ajeeaid 
cavity,  assteedof  the  leahaaaeeinwuraUyanBsantnAey 
tee  head  oi  the  bee*  IhevoilnMiy  otocrvast,  that 
the  power  of  sMuctioeerraknng  the  arm*  is  a*  the 
time  lost  to  the  patient,  as  w*U  a*  the  ^ 
the  erhfrw  toths  able*  but,he  ie  i 
am  backwards  and  forwards  asfchaegahy  these*. 
If  yout  take  heed  of  fee  arm  and  anaeei*  •  eft*** 
crepitqp  isarheaelt,«Bnmg  from  iWaaoh,  'and  the 
escape  of  synovia  into  the  eeDalar  tawae.  Iharssay 
inialeaeVfOu  tf  you.  are  ignorant  of  the  caaeerfciis 


ecsae  tan*  before  you  are  called  to  I 
oh viooa  leneou  that  the  inow  resent  the  accident  the 
less  time  is  there  fnrinerM 
this  crepitus  is  present,  it  is  of 
should  he  able  to  jxcognrse  it  from  tao  geawagbf 
broken  bones,  for  if  the  accident  he  eesapKoatad  with 
broken  bones,  it  is  much  more  difficult  of  cure,  more 
serious  to  your  patient,  and  likely  to  be  succeeded  \/f 
much  more  inconvenience  and  more  untoward  results, 
if  the  nature  of  the  mischief  be  overlooked ;  whilst,  on 
the  other  hand,  if  you  mistake  this  crepitus  for  that 
arising  tern  fracture,  you  will  subject  your  patient 
to  a  rest  deal  of  unnecessary  confinement,  and  should 
he  consult  a  surgeon  better  informed  than  youxeehea, 
he  will  at  once  discover  your  mistake,  and  the  affair 
will  be  anything  but  creditable  to  you.  Tne  sensation 
and  sound  of  crepitus  arising  from  rubbing  the  two 
ends  of  the  broken  bone  together,  are  dull,  grating,  and 
such  as  may  be  expected  from  the  friction  of  two 
rough  uneven  surfaces  of  such  a  consistency  and  struc- 
ture, but  the  crepitus  resulting  from  effusion  into,  and 
tbicketnnfof,  the  cellular  thane,  causes  a  sharper  aqd 
more  crackling  noise,  more  like  tim  crackline;  produced 
by  crumpling  a  peace  of  parchment;  wherever,  there- 
fore, you  have  this  kind  of  crepitus  accompanying  the 
movement  of  a  joint,  you  may  at  once  decide  that  it 
results  from  effusion,  and  not  from  fractured  bone*  If 
you  rawe  the  arm  gently  away  from  the  side  with  yoar 
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right  hand,  and  introduce  the  fingers  of  your  left  into 
the  axilla,  yon  will  be  able  to  feel  the  round  head 
of  the  humerus  lying  in  this  latter  situation.  Sir  Aitley 
Cooper  pointed  out  the  necessity  of  elevating  the  arm 
before  making  this  investigation,  as  if  the  fingers  are 
introduced  into  the  axilla  whilst  the  arm  is  hanging  by. 
the  side,  the  head  of  the  bone  cannot  be  felt,  and  the 
surgeon  is  liable  to  fall  into  error  from  the  absence  of 
til  nlost  conclusive  synSptoms  of  this  accident,  for,  by> 

'  raising  the  elbow,  the  head  of  the  humerus  is  lowered 
in  the  same  proportion,  and  thus  rendered  prominent 
and  capable  of  being  distinguished .  The  head  and  neck 
incline  towards  the  injured  side  in  consequence  of 
the  attachment  of  the  trapezius  to  the  scapula,  acromion 

•  process,  and  clavicle,  opposite  the  origin  of  the  deltoid 
muscle ;  this  being  depressed  by  the  altered  Wttuatfon 
of  the-  head  of  the  humerus,  draws  down  the  whole 
uuoolder,  and  with  it  the  scapuloclavicular  attach- 
ment of  the  trapezius.  The  prominence  of  the  acro- 
mion process  arises  from  the  escape  of  the  head  of  the 
humerus  from  the  glenoid  cavity  to  Its  new  situation, 
elongating  the  fibres  of  the  deltoid,  which,  being  no 

•  longer  supported,  and  projected  by  the  prominence  of 
the  head  of  that  bone,  are  not  only-put  upon  the  stretch, 
bpt  sunk  in  towards  the  glenoid  cavity,  producing  the 

J«  atiftatnral  depression  beneath  the  acromion  process, 
whilst  at  the  same  time,  as  a  consequence  of  the  altered 
relation  of  parts,  and 'the  undue  tension  of  the  deltoid 
xausele,  tab  latter  draws  the  arm  away  from  the  side, 
ajnd  hence  the  difficulty  of  approximating  the  patient'* 

•  elbow**  hk  thorax.  Again,  we  have  seen'  that  the  patient 

•  ■comphuna  of  weight,  pain,  numbness,  and  pricking  in 
.  -Us  fingers.  Your  anatomy  will  elucidate  this  point; 
J  the  head  of  the  humerus  being  thrown  downwards  and 

,  into  the  axilla,  below  its  -natural  situation, 
i  upon  the  brachial  plexus  of  nerves,  and  by  pressing 

itusjon  the  median,  ulnar;  and  radial  nerves,  causes  the 

:  numbness  and  pricking  sensation  of  the  fingers,  and  the 
sensation  of  the  weight  in  the  arm,  whilst  the  violence 

-.inflicted  upon  the  circumflex  and  cutaneous  nerves 
will  account  for  the  numbness  and  tingling  frequently 
experienced  in  the  limb  itself.  The  biceps,  coraco- 
•bracsialis,  and  triceps,  are  stretched,  and  the  forearm 

:  placid  in  a  state  of  semiflexion. 

The  symptoms  I  have  here  described  are  those  com- 
monly met  with  in  recent  cases  of  dislocations  into  the 

'  axilla.  The  falling  of  the  shoulder,  the  presence  of  the 
head  of  the  humerus  in  the  axilla,  the  loss  oC  the  natural 
motions  of  the  joint,  the  projection  of  the  acromion  pro- 
cess, the  separation  of  the  elbow  from  the  side,  with  the 
difficulty  of  approximating  it,the  elongation  of  the  limb, 

'  the  numbness  and  pricking  in  the  fingers,  and  weight  of 
the  arm,  with  the  inclination/  of  the  head  to  the 
affected  side,  are  all  principle-features  of  this  acci- 
dent in  a  recent  state;  when,  however,  it  has  been 
neglected  for  any  length  of  time,  other  ill  effects  will 

'  be  produced.  .  The  head  of  the  bone  when  thrown  into 

~  the  axilla  not.  only  presses  upon  the  axillary  plexus  of 
nerVes,  but  also  upon  the  axillary  vein  and  blood 
vessels  and  absorbents.  Free  circulation  of  the  blood- 
through  the  limb  is  thus  impeded,  absorption  is  inter- 

"  rupted,  and  oedema  of  the  hand  and  arm  ensues,  whilst, 
1n  consequence  of  the  laceration  and  violence  done  to 

.  the  soft  parts  about  the  joinf,  tile  shoulder  becomes  so 
swollen  as  to  render  the  precise  nature  of  the  mischief 

"oWure,  by  concealing  some  of  the  most  diagnostic  signs. 


Should  you  ever  be  placed  in  such  a  i 
should  you,  from  the  swelling,  be  usable  to  detect  the 
nature  of  the  accident,  I  advise  you  not  to  give  too 
hasty  an  opinion  upontbe  case ;  but  if  you  can,  avail 
yourselves  0/ anotbeHpinion,  or  at  all  events  subdue 
the  inflammation,  gerrid  of  the  swelling  by  proper 
means,  such  as  abstraction  of  blood,  &c.,  and  in  the 
course  of  a  very  few  daw  the  oedema  will  besui&cieotty 
reduced  to  enable  you  to  judge  Inure  corxeatlu;  but 
on  no  account  rest*  satisfied  until  you  have 
yourselves  that  the  parts  are  restored  to  their  i 
position  and  situation,  if  this  be  possible.  Ii 
over  observe,  that  there  is  also  a  great  difference  in  the 
facility  with  which  these  accidents  are  discovered  sa 
emaciated,  weak,  aged  individuals,  and  sn  i 
are  loaded  with  fat;  as  in  the  latter 
are  less  decisive.  The  difficulty  of  appsoejssetseg  the 
elbow  to  the  side,  although  almost  a  constant,  jsnoiea 
invariable  sign  of  dislocation  into  the  axilla.  '  la 
paralysis,  or  where  the  patient  has  frequently  suffered 
from  this  accident,  the  elbow  may  be  punned  against 
the  side  with  perfect  ease. 

•  Some  years  ago,  when  I  was'  a  pupil  at  the  West* 
minster  Hospital,  a  man  came  to  me  and  asked' me  to 
reduce  his  shoulder,  which  was  dislocated  Into  the  i 
pit.  I  had  heard  at  lecture,  and  also  read,  the  i 
cnity  experienced  in  bringing  the  elbow  to  the  utfle  in 
these  cases,  and  accordingly,  before  he*  undressed,  I 
toouc  hold  of  his  elbow,  which,'  to  my  greef  surprise,  I 
could  strike  against  hir thorax  with  the  greatest'  ease, 
and  I  at  first  thought  the  man  was  mistaken,"  out 
having  undressed  Mm,  I  found  from  0m  other  ftfgus 
that  he  was  right,*  and  that  it  was  a  dislocation  into  the 
axilla  which  I  had  to  treat,  and  I  reduced  it  without 
any  difficulty.  When  I  had  done,  the  man  laughed, 
and  said,  "  Sir,  you  thought  I  was  wrong,  but  I  have 
had  my  shoulder  out  too  often  for  that.  It  was  first 
dislocated  about  two  years  ago,  and  since  then  scarcely 
a  month  passes  without  its  being  put  out.**  fie  was 
very  thin,  and  his  deltoid  muscle  was  but  ahghtly 
developed.  Since  then,  I  have  met  with  other  cafes:  of 
a  similar  nature. 

Now,  as  to  the  causes,  gentlemen :  these  map  be 
considered  sa  predisposing  and  proximate*  and  these 
which  arise  from  disease  and  natural  deformity,  fetit 
classifies  them  into  u  internal  and  external."  What- 
ever tends  to  debilitate  the  muscular  system  is  a  fee- 
disposing  cause  of  dislocation.  la  paralysis  the  aeaesiee 
no  longer  have  the  power  of-  supporting  the  weight  of 
the  arm,  and  the  head  of  the  bone  becomes  dislocated. 
Long-continued  illness,  old  age,  debility,  and  reJaae- 
tion  of  the  ligaments  and  muscles  of  thejNtrt,  see  all 
predisposing  causes.  Where  also  the  muscles ;  are  kept 
forcibly  extended  for  any  length  of  time,  theyloeatheir 
tone,  and  the  patient  is  subject  to  dislocation  open  the 
slightest  exertion. 

Sir  A.  Cooper  relates  the  case  of  a  young  imdabip- 
man,  who  for  some  trifling  offence  was  strung;  up  by 
his  arm  to  one  of  the  yard-arms  of  the  vessel,  ia  sjbcfc  a 
manner  that  his  foot  could  just  rest  upon  ■  jiimjii  few 
oh  the  deck,  and  he  was  kept  m  thia  ponilftQe  taf-  ** 
hour.  The  result  was  a  wasting  of  the  I 
liability  to  dislocation  upon  the  slightest  ca 

Here,  then,  you  have  a  very  good  ffleetraJkm  otjthe 
effect  of  excessive  and  long-coetinued  ssmsfjan  uemu 
muscular  fibre.    We  know  th*f  for  ^feJ1.4evelop- 
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sneirt  of^wh&t  is  termed  tone  of  muscular  fibre,  and 
alio  fbrthefntt  and  proper  development  of  the  fibre 
itself,  a  certain  quantity  of  exercise  is  necessary:  If  a 
ptfJear-faU  upon  "a  conch  from  morning  to  night,  his 
i  flabby  and.  soft,  and  be  is  predisposed  • 

Lea  him  take 1  i»i  and  regular  cxer- 

i recover  their  Wne»  become  increased 
land  power,  and*  ink  predisposition  no  longer 
but  continue  this  exercise  to  excess,  and 
i  ^ia  tone  and  detelopmeni  disappear.  The  effect 
is  strnttatf-to  s*ss*yahv  the  muscles  no  longer  retain' the 
aw  waste  away,  and  yaw  patient 
:  orssmaeifippleferlnejresaauder4tflua 
Ufa*  kAsnane;  the<  most  frequent  of  the  proximate 
csemts,  wo  may  range  the  irregular  contraction  of 
mewsJmj  Use  heed  of  the  hone  being  in  a  favourable 
aojummJarauah  am  accident. 

ft  may  appear  somewhat  paradoxical  to  you.  that  a 
beam  amy  be  dislocated  by  uregnJar  spasmodic  mus- 
cular coutractiory  and  that  the  same  accident  is  com- 
ma^.nejaaiimd  by  sue  muscles  being  taken  unawaiee, 
whilst  you  are  also  taughs  that  the  strength  and  integ- 
rity of  the  joint  depend  upon  the  muscles  which  sur- 
roisnditibut  never thekas  finch  is  the  fact.  TopreserYe 
tho  Joint  from  the  accident,  it  is  necessary  that  the 
somite  he  prepared  and  act  with  regularity,  preeerv- 
insj  the  due  balance  between  the  different  antagonising 
tear  km  no  lam  certain  that  the  head  of  the 
t  be  forced  out  of  the  glenoid  cavity  by  the 
■Hoamsrlic  and  irregular contractionof  certain  muscles, 
than  that  the  name  accident  is  permitted  to  occur  when 
sudden  violence  is  referred  to  the  part,  the  muscles 
F  unprepared  to  resist  that  violence. 


In  support  of  this  hypothesis  M.  Bichat  relates  the 
well-known  case  of  a  notary,  who  dislocated  his  shoulder 
in  endeavouring  to  raise  a  heavy  register  above  his 
bead,  which  he  attributes  to  the  action  of  the  deltoid 
muscle,  which,  contracting  violently  in  the  unusual 
effort,  pressed  upon  the  head  of  the  bone,  and  pro- 
duced displacement  downwards  ;  but  we  may  reasonably 
suppose  that  other  muscles  assisted  in  producing  the 
mischief,  for  the  attempt  to  raise  the  book  being 
sadden. and  violent*  the  adductor  muscles  were  as  sud- 
denly thrown  into  spasmodic  action,  and. hence  we  may 
fairly  suppose  that  the  deltoid  waa  assisted  by  the  com- 
bined Action  of  the  pectoralis  major,  latummus  dorai, 
and  tores  major  muscles,  as  has  before  been  remarked 
by.  If,  False*  M.  Beyer  grass  the  particulars  of  a 
person  who  waa  subject  to  fits  of  epilepsy,  and  whose 
ahanldoff.  was.  constantly  dislocated  during  the  attacks. 
The  following  .case  is  also  mentioned  in  the  Retme 
Jfelma/s,  for  1030,  second  volume*  4  A  young  man 
suspended  himself  by  his  bands  to  a  piece  of  wood 
planed  cross  .wise  above  him :  one  of  hie  hands  slipped, 
am}  the  whole,  weight  of  his  body  suddenly  fell  upon 
hi* right. arm*  Luxation  was  thus  produced;  but  the 
patient,  notwithstanding  the  injury,  managed  to  retain 
bis  hold  for  some  time  afterwards.  , 

The  moat  usual  cause  is  a  blow  or  heavy  fall  upon 
the  joint,  or  a  fall  upon  the  elbow  or  arm. 

A  man  is  walking  along  the  street  sad  is  suddenly 
theown  or  slips  down ;  he  puts  out  his  arm  to  save 
binmalsV  and.be  comes  down  with,  bis  hand  striking 
viosstotipAaninstthe  ground,and  then  the  various  species 
of  dgslotuujen>  are  produced,  determined  by  the.  position 
and  efrrertum.eC  the  arm  at  *e  time  e&.the  accident. 


Should  the  humerus  be  merely  raised  from  the  side, 
without  being  carried  either  forwarde  or  backwards* 
and  the  fall  take  place  upon  it,  then  the  upper  end  is 
forced  downwards  and  inwards,  and  a  dislocation  down- 
wards is  the  result,  assisted  by  the  muscles  to  wttkh  I 
have  already  alluded.  As  to  the  Occident  being  pro- 
duced by  direct  violence  to  the  joint  itself,  its  proba- 
bility is  denied  both  by  Buyer  and  Dupuytreft,  the 
former  of  whom  observes,  that  it  has  not  as  yet  been 
demonstrated  that  dislocation  of  .the  humerus  cnn.lm 
produced  by  any  external  violence  acting  upon  any,  > 
other,  point  than  ontiie  lower  extremity  of  the  humerus  , 
or  arm.  There  are  several  examples  of  violence  acting 
on.  the  point  of  tbe,  shoulder,  but  in  all  t^se  cases 
there  wa*  fracture  of  the  scapula  or  humerus. 

M.  Beyer  is  correct  in  many  instances,  for  t^lows   . 
and  fails  upon  the  shoulder  as  frequently  cause  frac- 
ture, or*  perhaps,  more  frequently,  than  dislocation ;    . 
but  there  is  no  doubt  that  dislocations  do  occur  from  . 
falls  qr  blows  directly  upon  the  shoulder*  and  that  they 
do  also  occur  without  being  complicated  with  fracture.  . 
t    There  is  at  present  in.tbe  hospital  a  patient  under 
the  case  of ,  Mr,  Avery,  who,  in  crossing;  the  Strand  a 
few  days  ago,  waa  suddenly  run  against  by  a  cab-horse, 
and  thrown  down  violently  on  her  shoulder,  which  ,, 
struck  Uie  ground. with  great  force.    I  questioned  her 
closely  upon  jthe  fact,  and  she  assured  me  that  she  did 
not. alight  upon  her  band,  but   directly  upon,  her  . 
shoulder*  which  being  covered  with  dirt^  served  to  con- 
firm her,  account  of  the  accident.    When  brought  in, 
she  we*  examined  by  the  house  surgeon,  and  found  to 
be.  suffering  from  dislocation   downwards  into  the 
ftyilfo,  unaccompanied  by  any  fracture ;  and  since  then 
I  have  had  another  patient  under  my  own  care,  who  , 
informed  me  that  she  fell  directly  upon  the  shoulder, 
and  in  her  case,  likewise,  there  was  no  fracture.' ' 

I  could  multiply  these  cases  were  it  necessary,  but  I ' 
think  that  I  have  stated  enough'  to  convince  you  that 
the  proximate  causes  of  dislocation  downwards,  are 
violent  and  irregular  muscular  contraction,  and  blows 
or  falls  upon  the  arm,  whether  Che  violence  be  received 
upon  the  hand,  elbow,  or  directly  and  immediately  on  the 
shoulder  itself.  Dislocations  of  the  shoulder  from  dis- 
ease occasionally  occur,  but  not  so  frequently  as  in  the 
hip.  In- inflammation  of  the  joint,  where  the  quantity' 
of  synovia  is  increased  to  any  great  extent,  the  head  of 
the  bone  is  sometimes  pushed  out  Of  its  cavity,  but  an 
the  inflammation  subsides,  and  the  fluid  is  absorbed* 
it  gradually  returns  to  its  natural  situation.  Sir  Astley 
Cooper  mentions  the  case  of  a  young  lady  who  bad 
fever.  A  month  afterwards  the  head  of  the  bone  slipped 
easily  from  its  socket,  but  was  as  easily  reduced.  She 
was  subsequently  cured.  Some  individuals,  from  relax-  - 
ation  of  the  muscles,  and  constant  habit,  have  tbe 
power  of  dislocating  the  arm,  and  reducing  the  dislo- 
cation at  will.  A  few  years  since,  a  man  went  about 
to  the  different  hospitals  obtaining  money  from  tb*f 
students  by  showing  himself.  He  could  throw  the  head 
of  the  bone  forwards  whenever  he  liked,  and  reduced  it 
with  the  same  facility  ;  and  it  is  difficult  to  imagine  how 
mountebanks  are  able  to  throw  themselves  into  their 
vsrious  contortions,  unless  they  possess  a  similar  power. 
With  respect  to  those  which  occur  from  natural  defor- 
mity, as  they  come  under  the  head  of  congenital  luxa- 
tions, I  shall  reserve  any  remarks  I  may  have  to  Offer,* 
until  we  enter  upon  the  cOnsidertion  of  that  subject."  " 
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CASES  IN  SURGERY. 

ByJom  Chbistofhib  Da  Tin,  Esq.,  M.R.C.8. 

Haridenham,  Cambridgeshire. 

^  COftCteVVD  FJUOTUBB  OF  TUB  OS  ?B0Ntt8-"BX- 
VOUATlOjr  OF  TUB  *IOHT  BAIKAL,  SCAPHOID, 
AJfB  FISIFOBM  BOtfBB— #INFI.X  FBACTUBS  Of 
FSJEE  1*FT  BABIUB,  AMB  DISLOCATION  OF  BOTH 
FBBt  §  OINTS. 

Matthew  Reremond,  aged  12,  a  pauper,  Hsdden- 
ham.  May  12th,  1841,  went  out  bird-nesting  with 
other  boy*,  at  a1  bam  upon  Granby  Fen,  where  ho  waa 
precipitated  to  the  ground  from  a  height  of  nearly  20 
feet  When  he  had  reached  home,  I  was  quickly  in 
attendance ;  there  was  inflicted  a  deep  lacerated  wound 
over  the  left  eyebrow,  and  eotnpoand  fracture  of  the 
frontal  bone,  comminuted  fractures  near  the  inferior 
extremities  of  both  radial  bones,  and  dislocation  of 
both  wrist  joints,  besides  his  system  being  very  much 
shaken.  General  coldness  of  skin ;  small  feeble  pulse ; 
much  stupor  and  drowsiness. 

Evening.  Skin  heated;  coma;  pupils  of  both  eyes 
slightly  dilated,  and  unaffected  by  the  action  of 
light.  He  had  micturated  largely  of  blood,  and  was 
much  distressed  by  pain  when  pressure  waa  applied 
over  the  region  of  the  left  kidney.  Diluted  sulphuric 
acid,  two  drachms ;  sulphate  of  magnesia,  four  drachms; 
water,  eight  ounces.  Take  one  ounce  every  four  noun. 

13th.  Passed  a  very  restless  night,  though  this 
morning  he  h  very  drowsy ;  white,  furred  tongue,  and 
increased  temperature  of  skin;  renal  secretions  have 
the  same  unnatural  appearance.  Apartment  darkened ; 
low  diet;  head  shaved;  cold  applications  constantly 
applied. 

14th.  Head  symptoms  much  the  same ;  urine  not 
•o  floridly  coloured ;  it  still  has  a  very  dark  appear- 
ance  ;  .bowels  hare  been  well  regulated.  A  few  ounces 
of  blood  were  taken  from  the  external  jugular  rein. 
Diluted  sulphuric  acid  omitted,  and  in  its  stead— 

Tmctureof  digitalia  60 

Tartarixed  antimony  .       .         2  grains. 

Nitrate  of  potash  4  scruples. 

To  be  taken  as  before* 

15th*  Restless  night  t  violent  in  his  conduct;  with 
dHtcnliy  eavid.be  kepi  in,  bed.  In  the  morning  some- 
what feverish*  an*  urine  nearly  natural. 

lifch.  Had  a  good  right*  s  rest ;  free  from  pain  of 
head)  less  fever.  Afternoon:— Had  a  violent  attack  of 
delirium  of  short  continuance.  Evening :— Both  arms 
undone;  upon  the  back  of  the  right  hand  there  was 
a  small  veskle,  and  the  whole  of  this  member  was 
swollen.  Bled  to  fourteen  ounces ;  the  fractures  were 
tightly  adjusted,  and  freely  irrigated  by  a  lotion  of 
equal  parts  of  solution  of  acetate  of  ammonia  and 


17th.  Vesications  have  increased ;  skin  darkened, 
freely  scarified  in  the  lower  part  of  the  arm ;  restora- 
tion of  mental  faculties,  and  excretions  natural. 

18th.  Vesications  and  diacolourixation  of  the  skin 
still  greater,  notwithstanding,  his  general  health  is  im- 
proving. The  parts  were  rery  freely  incised,  and  bled 
profusely. 

19fr.  The  appearances  of  mortification  are  arrested, 
And  a  free  ^Uncharge  of  blood  and  pus  issues  from  the 


22nd.  Diachargee  freely  blood  and  matter;  a  mull 
piece  of  bone  waa  removed  from  the  forehead.;  atosnd 
cicatrizing. 

June  2nd.  Dsseharge  nndisstaiabed  ;  aupejior  put 
of  broken  bone  protudes  tbnangh  the  skin  sear  tat 
wrist;  much  pain  and  aweUing  of  hand. .  A  asm 
incision  waa  made  into  it;  an  abeceat  has  fames'  is 
the  right  ares,  which  runs  very  freely;  intalkrtnal 
faculties  are  uninvpaaed. 

IatmUnotpartknlaTh^afurtherdetaU 
suftoe  it  toaay  that  there  have  beans 
of  bone,  assonant  which  tl 
bonne  of  the  wristband  thawhila  pottmna  riaairaann 
At  its  artjeulatnry  extnamiuoa  it  waa  dssnjfledetW 
tilage.  It  required  considerable  enJaranaaent  of  U» 
wound  for  the  exit  of  the  superior  extremity  of  *s 
latter  bone.  These  oassoua  ftngsienta  of  ■idikald 
disease  are  now  in  my  noaaasaaoo.  The  cms  sf 
excision  of  the  ulna  reported  by  Mn.  Mc.Ewej*ie1kt 
Prmrsaria/  Mtdioai  and  /fttryfref  journal,  for  fliajtnnbw 
4th,  must  have  been  snore  formidable  to  the  eussjajr; 
notwithstanding  there  could  be  am  cosssariasn  of  me 
ulterior  resuita  of  the  two  cases.  The  subject  of  Mi. 
McSwen's  esse  is  enabled  to  prostate  andrapiaste  tss 
hand,  and  flex  and  extend  the  sugars;  he  enjoys  flea 
motion  of  the  wrist,  and  has  undertaken  the  arousal 
employment  of  rowing:  the  hoy  Hammond  has  some 
of  the  hand  and  wrist;  the  hand  has  net  inoeaaad  by 
growth  since  the  accident,  and  hangs  aa  if  saapasdei 
by  integument,  and  he  can  only  use  tbearmas  alsvsr. 
He  was  dismissed,  cured,  October  27, 1841. 

FABTIAL    DISLOCATION    FOBWABOS     09    TBI   « 
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HUMERI. 


In  the  evening  of  March  18th,4S43, 1  w»  haafly 
summoned  a  sew  miles  hence,  to  n  gentlemsn  of  -tab 
place,  who  had  been  thrown  out  of  his  gig.  He  frit- 
cipalrjr  complained  of  his  elbow  and  wrist.  A  carsfal 
examination  of  the  whole  extremity  waa  made,  and  it 
waa  found  that  the  shoulder  waa  partially  dislocated 
forwards.  There  was  a  hollow  beneath  the  acroeuaa 
from  vacuity  of  the  glenoid  canty;  the  armwasaomewsat 
separated  from  the  aide,  though  it  waa  fleajhk,  sad 
could  be  mo^ed  in  any  direction.  Attempts  were  smda 
to  reduce  the  head  of  the  bone  to  its  relative  afoasku, 
bynmltingalever  of  the  upper  arm;  patting  the  fast 
in  the  axilla,  and  extending  from  the  wrist,  butwithset 
apeeem;  then  extenaion  and  counter^xtenakm  with 
towels,  were  employed,  and  after  a  abort  tone  the.  base 
was  heard  to  return  to  its  cavity  wish  a  kmdsuap*  Aa 
immediately  expreaaed  himaelf  sobered,  notannastaaaV 
ing  hiahand  and  wrist  were  paralysed  baaing  lost  tsnir  y 
power  of  motion. 

After  some  time,  when  there  was  no  chance  of 
inflammatory  action  of  the  joint,  blisters,  eleotrieity, 
galrsnism,  and  other  stimulating  appucathms  warn 
recommended,  bnt  not  persevered  in.  Various  medical 
men  were  consulted,  and  among  others  a  bone-aattar, 
who  hsppened  to  be  in  the  neighbourhood.  Tan 
charlatan  at  first  told  Mm  the  arm  was  out,  and  that  ha 
must  go  to  his  house;  a  distance  of  Shirty  mfles.  Hs 
repaired  thither,  bnt  seeing  that  he  had  nonet  i*b» 
hand  and  wrist,  and  that  the  other  parts  of  the  Hub 
were  flexed,  he  ehaiigedhU  tone,  by  telling  Mm  testis* 
joint  had  dropped.  Bad  ifiksrebtBns**ftem4»*>4 
the  shoulder  Joint,  the  creduatyof  f 
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much  wanting  in  mojral  courage,  as  shown  by  hi*  not 
submitting  to  those  energetic  remedial  agents  recom- 
mended when  the  affection  was  in  its  early  stage. 

September  8th,  1044.  I  witnessed  the  progress  of 
this  ease.  Hie  tipper  and  lower  arms  have  regained 
their  lost  power;  the  wrist  and  hand  are  puckered  and 
withered;  there  is  partial  mothnVof  the  thumb  andfore- 
i  S  vary  little  of  the  ring  and  little  finger. 


t  have  observed  a  similar  result  Sn  two  cases  before 
this  'period;  Iron  the  same  hind  of  dislocation,  but  not 
ad  an  opportunity  of  watching  their  ptv- 
> 1  ioahear  giring'a  report  ef  then. 


WOUND  OV  TH*  AXILLARY  ARTERY  AND  AXILLARY 
PLEXUS  OF  NSRYX8,  <&C. 

Mary  Walker,  aged  10,.Coveney,  Cambridgeshire, 
October  2nd,  1843,  was  employed  at  a  thrashing 
maeUffte;  her  clothes  became  entangled  with  tbe 
spindfej  and  she  was  drawn  round  several  times.  The 
left  humerus  and  daviele  had  both  received  commi- 
nuted fractures;  there  was  a  large  deep  wound  extend* 
ing  across  the  axilla  to  the  acromion  process,  dividing 
much  muscular  substance,  nervous  structure,  and 
apparently  the  axillary  artery,  as  no  pulsation  could 
be  felt  in  the  course  of  the  vessels  down  the  arm,  and 
there1  was  also  a  transverse  wound  of  the  integuments 
and  ctDular  tissue,  about  tbe  middle  of  the  arm.  The 
jagged  add  contused  portions  of  muscular  substance 
warn  removed  ;  the  wounds  retained  in  apposition  by 
sutures,  and  adhesive  plaster ;  the  fractures  of  the  upper 
arm  by  splints,  and  a  bandage,  occasionally  wetted 
with  a  lotion  of  one  pint  of  vinegar  to  three  of  water. 
The  fractures  of  the  clavicle  were  nicely  adapted  by 
lying  perfectly  flat  in  bed.  She  did  not  appear  to 
hasaeotferedsurtheriia^ries. 

7eh«  Below  the  site  of  tbe  lower  wound  there  is  a 
Ordered  to  he  covered  hy  cdtton 


8th,  Wounds  united  by  adhesion.  1  here  has  been 
very  Utile  constitutional  disturbance;  anorexia  is  the 
only  symptom. 

,     Sulphate  of  quinine    •    ,    ,    6  grains. 
Diluted  sulphuric  acid     •    .  ,10  minims, 

Water 6  ounces. 

Two  tablespoonfuls  to  be  taken  twice  a  day. 

10th*  Sutures,  bandages,  and  splints  removed; 
wounds  and  fractures  going  on  satisfactorily;  a  slough 
is  formed  where  the  vesicle  was.  This  was  circum- 
scribed by  a  line  of  lunar  caustic,  and  covered  by 
cotton  wool. 

After  the  expiration  of  six  weeks,  bony  union  was 
well  estsiraahed*  and  the  primary  wounds  healed. 
The  slough  had  separated,  and  left  a  healthy  healing 
surface,,  requiring  only  common  applications,  which  the 
parents  make  use  of. 

September  8th,  1844.  The  artery  is  impervious 
throughout  Ms  course,  from  the  axilla  to  the  wrist* 
Sfce  retains  the  feeling,  and  partial  mobility  of  the 
upper  asm,  being  enabled  to  raise  it  as  high  as  the 
shoulder ;  there  is  anchylosis  of  the  elbow  joint,  and 
loss  of  sensation  and  motion  of  lower  arm  and  hand ; 
the  upperarm  is  the  same  size  as  the  other,  the  lower 
r;  Ike  hand  withered,  and  dYooptug.    My 


object  in  relating  this  ease  has  been  to  show  that  the 
parts  which  were  the  immediate  seat  .of  injury  retain 
the  power  of  sensation  and  motion;  whereas,  theau- 
saore  distantly  situated,  and  which  did  not  participate 
in  the  accident,  are  rendered  useless. 


CASE  OF  POISONING  BY  NUX-VOMICA.  . 
By  T.H,  Wardlbworth,  Esq.»jBury,  Lancashire,;. 

At  two,  p.m.,  June  20th,  1844, 1  was  summoned  so\* 
Wait  the  daughter  of  Henry  Duckworth;  an  unmarried  .« 
person,  residing  with  her  parents  in  Derby-street.  Or 
my  arrival  I.  was  informed  that  she  had  swallowed 
poison  between  the  hours  of  twelve  and  one  o'clock, 
being  about  one  hour  and  a  half  previous  to  my  visit. "' 
I  found  her  upstairs  and  in  bed.   She  was  a  very  stout 
young  woman,  aged  26,  and  about  fire  months  prep>  ' 
nant  of  her  third  illegitimate  child ;  her  appearance 
was  that  of  one  suffering  from  tetanic  convulsions;  her . 
face  was  livid ;  the  lower  extremities  extended  and  v 
widely  separated ;  the  muscles  of  the  chest  rigid*  .and 
very  hard  to  the  toucb ;  her  breathing  short  and  quick  ;  f 
pulse  low  and  fluttering;  pupils  dilated ;  consciousness' 
undisturbed.    On  attempting  to  pass  the  tube  of  the 
stomach-pump,  it  produced,  on  coming  in  contact  with  » 
the  teeth,  a  most  violent  convulsion,  and  the  tetania 
state  of  the  whole  muscular  system  returned-  from  t 
merely  tapping  any  part  of  the  bqty  with  the  finger,  . 
On  the  cessation  of  the  fit,  a  piece  of  wood  was  intro- 
duced between  the  teeth,  thus  facilitating  the  passing 
of  the  tube  of  the  stomach-pump  into  the  stomach ; 
when  after  throwing  a  quantity  of  tepid  water  into 
that  viscus,  I  was  enabled  to  abstract  a  large  amount  * 
of  fluid  loaded  with  a  grey  powder,  whfcb  was  proved" '' 
toltenux-vomica.  •  » 

Previous  to  the  use  of  the  pump,  the1  stomach,  had;-, 
been  freely  acted  upon  by  doses  of  sulphate  of  ape,  , 
but  such  was  the  deadly  influence  of  the  poison,  that  ^ 
she  was  seized  about  a  quarter  to  three  o'clock,  just 
two  hours  and  a  half  from  the  time  of  taking  the  " 
poison,  with  one  of  the  most  awful  convulsions 'It  w 
possible   to  conceive.     Her  face  was  livid;   teeth*' 
clenched;    saliva  flowing  treat  the:  angles  -of  the  '• 
month ;  the  eyettds  widely  separated  »  eyse  prt>t|n*nd»» 
the  pupils  fully  dilated;  so  abet  the  wtoto-amtmrM,) 
the  toe  assumed  a  most  terrific,  aspect,    I  maj  add  , 
that  the  arms  were  violently  agitated,  the  muscles  of 
the,  chest  hard  and  immovable;  breathing  suspended,; 
the  pulse  not  to  be  felt  at  tbe  wrist ;  the  legs  were 
extended  and  widely  separated,  and  no  effort  of  mine 
could  either  approximate  or  bend  them;  there. wee M 
slight  opisthotonos;  the  fit  lasted  about  two  sninsrtsf* 
when  the  muscular  system  relaxed,  and  she  waft  no  t 
more. 

A  post-mortem  examination  of  the  body  was.  not  # 
allowed.  ,    j 

A  quantity  of  the  grey  powder  was  collected,  and " 
submitted  to  the  action  of  diluted  sulphuric  acid,  then'1 
boiled  for  a  short  time,  when  the  liquid  assumed  a  •» 
yellowish  appearance,  which  became  on  the  addftde* " 
of  nitric  acid,  of  a  deep  orange  colour.  Its  taste  waS  . 
Slightly  acid,  and  intensely  bitter. 
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WEDNESDAY,  OCTOBER  16,  1844. 


The  meetings  called  for  the  purpoee  of  consi- 
dering, end  expressing  opinion  upon  the  new 
Mddfeat'Bnl  Continue  to  beheld  in  various  parte 
of  die  country.  Some  of  our  readers  may,  we 
fear,  be  wearied  with  die  frequent  repetition*1  of 
sjmflar  views  which  these  meetings  necessarily 
aflbrd,  but  we  hold  it  tp  be  of  importance  that  the 
aaedicel  profeation  thronjhouti  the  ^couajrv  should 
be  nude  aware,  both  of  aba  extent  tawttoh  :t)a» 
subject is  taken op,  and  also  of  the  my, general 
agreeasent  which  there  exists  upon  some  rf  the 
mors  glaring  objections  to  the  measure  as  it  now 
jpnmas* 

In  the  meetings  which  have  more  recently 
taken  place,  and  especially  in  those  which  have 
beam  called  in  the  pmineial  diatris ts»  the  various 
qoratinns  which  have*  ootne>under  a^srasatou  have 
been  entered  into  in  a  calmer  tone,  ssMfttvoaftedta 
a  store  dignified  maimer  than  was  the  case  at 
some  held  at  an  earlier  period.  This  \*iiO  more 
than  was  to  nave  been  anticipated.  Time  always 
abates  and  softens  down,  the  force  of  first '  impres- 
sions* sometimes  aJso,  jUuust  be  confessed,  jmpt|K 
the  energy  with  fetish  it  nuiy.Ue^eairaljle  to  act* 
Wham  hcweve*  the  spirit  is  UwroagWy  vessjesUt 
cannot  be  doubted  diet  thai  aaore  jaftekn*  and 
effective,  as  well  astbtf  tdoHt'tsndt  arid  temperate 
councils,'  are*'' thus  allowed  *  their  due  weight 
Accordingly,  the  moral  force  of  the  opposition 
oafarecTto  certain  ^artso?  the  BID  broujht  forward 
by  the  Home  'Secretary,  is  greatly'  increased  by 
the  pattpl  approval  of  some  of  the  provisions  of 
the  measure*  and  t^e  disastrous,  consequences,  to  be 
eaiaiiiuri  fromihe  obnoxious  portions  of  it,  stand 
out  in  holder  relief  from  the  tape*  and  considerslioa 
spent  In  die nrsestigetJan,  beferetbe iod  exnresstoa 
-atf  opinion  respecting  them.' 

We  are  not  dfeposed  id  deny  te  9tf  James 
Graham  the  merit  of  good*  intentions  towards  the 
public  and  the  medical  profession.  We  cannot  be 
otherwise  than  assured  of  the  warm  interest  felt  jn 
the  latter,  by  the  esteemed  and  eminent  individual 
who  is  understood  to  have  been  his  ciiief  adviser. 
On  the  contrary,  we  drink  that  the  Right 
Hon.  Baronet  has  really  deserved  well  of  the 
profession  for  the  attention  which  he  must  have 
devoted  to  the  subject,  and  though  it  may  be  a 
source  of  regret  that  the  question  had  not  been  in 
other  hands,  the  votes  of  thanks  to  the  Government 
for  having  taken  up  the  subject,  passed  at  so  many 
of  the  meetings,  are  no  more  than  what  was  doe. 

It  is  manifesdyto  a  want  of  sufficient  acquaintance 
with  the  position  of  the  medical  profession  on  die 


one  hand,  and  of  dm  vest  emttmttfinjdqrl 
on  the  public  by  irregular  and  unkjoaMI ed  practi- 
tioners on  the  other,  that  the  chief  errors  of  use 
measure  are  to  be  ascribed.    The  Home  Secretary 
could  have  little  personal  knowledge  of  either,  and  - 
the  high  station  in  public  eonfideaoessa  pfosssssoneiV  • 
man,  of  his  reputed  adviser-;  hat  extensive  UiauaftSj; 
his  long  residence  in  the   ttfefecfenV,  sstf^nwu- 
devotion  also  of  bis  time  and  talents  to  n*U  branch 
of  the  profession  which  is  perhaps  least  e*$e**d  t» 
the  practices  of  die  empiric/  weuMMiUuSsJillfc1- 
prevent  him  from  nc^nVfng  tmtt't***^*****^ 
ledge  of  the  question,  which  conldnlene  mate  Mur.  " 
a  safe  and  fitting  counsellor,  or  entitle  nimt*  %sl-  - 
regarded  as  the  sole  or  chief  adviser  on  mtaffeT' 
the  points  Which  must  have  been  relertarionitfP  - . 

The  errors  committed  by  Sir  James  Grains*, 
then,  are  readily  accounted  for,  and  soine  of  iofcuV'  r 
perhaps  inseparable  from  his  position.    The  ntttitf 
defect  of  the  measure,— that  which  involves 'lb  flrW?1' 
ciple,— the  throwing  open  by  law  of  the  pradtff  dt^ 
medicine  to  unlicensed,  and  therefore,  it  Is  fo'16'j 
presumed,  unqualified  persons,  may  be  traced  feidy'' 
to  a  want  of  acquaintance  with  the  evils  which  are* 
already  endured  by  so  large  a  portion  of  the  popu- 
lation from  this  cause,  partly  to  a  Jnisconcepti**  os£  . 
die  operation  of  legal  restraints,  and  partly  also,  we 
think,  to  a  partiality  for  the  doctrines  of  free  trade, 
and  a  false  idea  of  the  genuine  and  legitimate  rangje 
of  these  doctrines,  and  of  the  nature  of  the  subjects.' 
to  which  they  are  applicable*  .    . 

The  defect  next  in  general  importance  thai 
which  relates  to  the  constitution  of  dm  OounctVof 
Health— is  manifestlv  owing  to  the  very  natttrat  ' 
desire  which  the  Government  must  have,  of  retain. 
ing  aa  much  power  in  their  own  hands  as ,  they  can 
pnrsuade  the  guardians  of  the  rights  of  tha**eon*s> 
to  entrust  them  with;  and  looking  to  the  Hbuse.-<£ 
Commons  as  a  representative  bo&fi  *ne  dm>**f 
which  is  to  watch,  With*  the  most  scrupulous  jealousy, 
every  attempt  made  upon  the  legitfniale  excrete 
of  that  principle  to  which  they  owe  (heir*  own. 
existence,  we  will  fain  hope  that  this  branch  of  the 
legislature  win  at  least  see  that  a  fitting  portion  of 
genuine  representation  is  infused  into  the  pro 
posed  Council. 

The  third*  and  last  objectionable  point  in  tfee 
treasure  to  which  we  shall  allude  on  the  present 
eceaaion,-rthat  which  arises  out  of  tb©  heavy  tax 
intended  to  be  levied  on  the  members  of  the  pro- 
fession in  the  shape  of  registration  fees; — can  only 
have  arisen  from  inadvertence.  The  bill  is  a  asjfctie 
bill,  and  the  expences  of  it  ought  to  be  borne  by  the 
public ;  and  were  it  otherwise,  it  never  could  have  ' 
been  the  intention  to  extort  so  large  a  sum  from  a 
profession,,  the  initial  expenses  of  which  are  aujfcV . 
eiendy  onerous,  the  meutbexs  of  which  \ 
considerable  s>  portion  of. 


8uvtot*  mmn. 


li.BB0Mir6dt.andA  large 
•  of  whom  am  at  all  timet  supporting  thair 
by  private  resources,  rather  than  sop- 
ported,  as  they  ought  to  be,  by  the  income  derived 
fronait, 

Thaawaroj  we  think,  the  main  objections  to  the 
Bill  Tlyejr,  are  those  which  have  been  urged  with 
gosalerosless  effect  at  the  meetings  which  have 
already  taken,  place.-  •  They  admit  of  easy  remedy 
without  essentially  interfering  with  the  general 
construction  of  the  measure.  The  adoption  of  a 
restrictive  clause,  similar  to,  but  admitting  of  more 
ready  application  than  the  one  contained  in  the 
Apothecaries*  Act;  the  admission  to  the  Council. 
ofnerjain.,jneu4>ejfs  chosen  by  the  profession.  »4 
kaje,ou*#  fcpnt  tf  w*pm  *W1  be  a  Licentiate 
in  Medicine, .  instead  of  some  of  the  nominees  of 
the  Crown}  and  the  reducing  of  the  registration 
fees  within  their  just  and  proper  limits,  are  all  that 
would,  be  necessary.  These  are  the  alterations 
which  seem  chiefly  called  for ;  other  and  minor 
points  may  safely  be  left  to  the  amendment  which 
the  .bill  must  receive  in  passing  through  the  forms 
of  Farliament»  or  to  the  working  of  time. 


SIR  JAMES  GRAHAM'S  MEDICAL  BILL.    . 
SUFFOLK  BRANCH  MEETING. 

A  special  general  meeting  of  the  Suffolk  Branch  of 
the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  and 
of  the  Profession  generally,  was  held  at  Ipswich,  oa 
Friday  October  4th,  to  take  into  consideration  Sir  James 
Graham's  Bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  Medical 
Practice  throughout  the  United  Kingdom.  Mr.  Bullen 
in  the  chair, 

Among  the  gentlemen  present  were— Mr.  W.  Adams, 
Ipswich;  Mr.  Athrf],  Ipswich;  Dr.  Beck,  Ipswich; 
Mr.  C.  K.  Bree,  Stowmarket;  Dr.  BedingMd,  Stow* 
Mr.  Birth,  Woddbridge;  Mr.  H.  Beck, 
i;  Mr.  Chapman,  Ipswich;  Mr.  Crowfoot, 
i*.  Br,  Purraet,  Ipswich*  Mr.  Davy,  Beccles; 
Mr.  EUirtoo,  Ipswich;  Mr.  Ebden,  Haughtey*  Mr, 
L  O.  Francis,  Ipswich ;  Mr.  S.  Freemen,  Stowmarket'; 
Mr.  E.  Gross,  Earl  Soham;  Mr.  Gissing,  Wood* 
bridge;  Mr.  J.  Growse,  Hadleigh;  Mr.  Grimwood, 
Klrton;  Mr.  R.  Growse,  BiMfeston;  Mr.  /Ones, 
Woowhridge;  Mr.  Johnson,  Ipswich;  Mr.  J.  Ktlucr, 
Ipswich?  Dr.  Lancaster,  Yoaford  ;  Mr.  Milk, 
Ipswich;  Mr.  Martin,  Hollbrook;  Mr.  Mwnford, 
Ipswich ;  Mr.  Peacock,  Ipswich ;  Mr.  Pitcher,  Ipswich; 
Mr.  rVnnington,  Needham;  Mr.  Ranson,  Ipswich; 
Dr.  Ranking,  Bury  St.  Edmunds;  Mr.  Sanderson, 
Ipswich ;  Mr.  W.  Scott,  Ipswich ;  Mr:  G.  G.  Sampson, 
Ipswieh  \  Mr.  Smith,  Bury  St.  Edmunds;  Mr.  WUfcfo, 
Walton;  Mr.  W.  BVB.  Webster,  Ipswich ;  Mr.  Ward, 
Stewaaarket;  Ac  dec. 

Mr.  Bree  said,  as  a  desire  had  been  generally  ex- 
pressed that  a  meeting  should  be  called  to  discuss  the 
lately  introduced  by  8ir  James  Graham,  he 
the  present  by  circular ;  it  being  felt 
that  caw  of  the  great  objects  of  the  Suffolk  Branch  of 


TIm  Cheiraian,  after  tkaalshnr,  tbsan  for  the 
conferred  upon  him,  said  they  were  all  aware  that  the 
meeting  was  convened  fur  the  purpose  of  taking  into 
deration  n  bill  lately  mtroduced  into  the  House 
of  Commons  by  8ir  James  Graham,  entitled  a  Bill  -for 
the  better  regulation  of  Medical  Practice  throughout 
the  United  Kingdom.  He  hoped  that  this  measure, 
/taught  with  dangerous  oonseqoences  aHke  t»  tbepre- 
fsssion  and  the  public,  would  be  freely  and  ratty  die* 

wed ;  at  the  same  time,  he  earnestly  entreated  that 
it  might  be  deliberated  upon  fairly  and 
ately.  It  was  irrational  to  suppose  that  a 
ment  called,  upon  to  legislate  for  the  medical  proie* 
smo  would  designedly  degrade  it,  aad  thereby  injure 
the  community  at  large.  It  would  be  unjust  toi 
Sir  James  Graham  to-  impute  to  htm  urn 
wte^m  the  House  of  Cemnaans,  he  distinctly ststaa) 
he  desired  that  the  ptmrsnons  of  .that  bill,  should  he  : 
fairly  canvassed,  an*  he.  had  aj orded  the  u^edjcal  pro*  , 
fession  ample  time  /or.  that  purpose,,  Let  the  medical . 
profession  then  Judge  for  themselves,  and  not  be  led 
sway  by  the  virulence  of  others;  let  them  firmly,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  respectfully,  point  out  what  they  con- 
ceived to  be  the  errors  in  this  bill ;  let  them  dajm 
that  protection  which  their  expensive  course  of  educa- 
tion justly  entitle  them  to  expect;  and  let, their  peti- 
tions be  iu. language  such,  as  would  merit  coAiidera- 
tion,  lest  they  be  thrown  aside  as  waste  paper*  aad,$ir. 
James  Graham  protecting  himself  with  the  shield  of 
power,  turn  off  with  disdain  an  ill-tempered1  and  a  rude 
weapon,  and  let  it  fall,' 

Teluin  lunelle  sine'\cttt. 

Mr.  Bree  then  read  letters  received  from  Dr.  Baird, 
Ipswich ;  Mr.  R.  H.  Harrison,  Boteeiate;  Mr.  it.  }- 
Peck,  Newmarket ;  Mr.  W.  a  Worthusgtop*  Lowestoft  4 
Mr,  W.Muriel,  Wickhsm  Market ;  aas\  **>•  Freeman, 
Saxmundham;  severally  regretting  t^jalr  inability,  to 
he  present,  but  folly  and  eptire^y^concUrrip^.inthe 
object  of  the  meetina;.  #1  .  "  .  \\,  „„  ; 
v  The  following  rcaslnficnt  were  tissn  proposed. and 
adopted,  and*  with  tbcejceptioa  of  the  sjatb,  carried 
unanimously.  •...., 

Proposed  by  Dr.  Beck,  and  seconded  by  W.  H. 
Crowfoot  Esq. :— «  That  this  meeting  having*  ^arettwy 
considered  the  provisions  of  I  *nt  r*Ycm*j1htictlt*C* 
into  Parliament  by  the  Ittgfct  VHrt.Mk  ttnwcatlrttece, 
entitled  *  A  M  Mr  we;  latster » ugataUrm  ef 
Medical  Practice  throughout  the  UnHed  JCisjdseV  is 
.bound  ao  ezprsss  its  entire  concurrence  in  those  parte 
of  the  measure  which  they  consider  will  secure  a 
better  education,  and  which  acknowledge  the  principle 
of  a  higher  and  more  uniform  standard  of  qualifica- 
tion for  the  members  of  the  Medical  Profession/* 

Proposed  by  Dr.  Durrant,  and  seconded  by  Dr. 
Bedingfield:— MThat  this  meeting,  while  tt  approves' 
of  those  parts  of  the  Bill  which  ft  trusts  wM  raise  the 
position  of  the  profession;  st  the  same  lame 
with  surprise  end  alarm  those  clauses  of  the 
ia  which  it  is  proposed  to  throw  open  the  practice  of 
medicine  to  ignorant  and  unqualified  pretenders,  by 
which  the  public  wilt  be  deprived  of  all  security,  and 
the  profession  of  that  protection  to  which;  as  a  hug* 
and  important  body  of  educated  men,  they  consider 
themselves  entitled/'  Digitiz  i  byV;         )QL< 

frepsnd  by  R,.Msa*m,  Is*.,  end  seconded  by  C. 
C.  awaitb,  Vt+^TUtM*  the  deemed  effcwsu  of 
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thmssasslng,  that  At  usjesrrained  practice  of  men?* 
cmo.or  surgery,  Igr  imeduested  or  unqualified  men, 
wiU  not  only  be  raking  the  lives  of  the  public,  and  be 
sciieswry  iojjuioes  to  the  interests  of  the  educated  and 
registered  practitioner;  but  will  alio  indirectly  tend 
to  rccsr«re  that  stimulus.*  scientific  investigation,  by 
which  the  science  of  nedicine  has  of  late  yean  been 
no  mach  advanced.  And  thin  meeting  meet  unequi* 
vocaliyetate*  thai  it  considers  the  system  of  <  induce* 
meat/  suggested  by.  Sir  James  Graham,  will  hare  no 
effect  snmsarer  in  sfteventing  the  practice  of  uneda- 
cateder  uuqualioed  indifiduals." 

fDr.  Hanking,  and  seconded  by  Spencer 
Esq.,  and  carried  uaanimontiy  t— " That  a 
petiHea,  eaWyf ng  the  previous  resolutions,  be  pre- 
seneed  t*  both  Houses  of  Parliament* 

ftmnosed  by  H.  Beck,  Esq.,  and  seconded  by  John 
Growse,  Esq.  *-*  That  this  meeting  sincerely  hopes  the 
Mdfcban  of  the  comity  and  borough  towns  of  Suffolk 
will  strenuously  oppose,  in  Parliament,  any  measure 
affecting  the  Medical  Profession,  which  throws  open 
the  practice  of  medietoe  to  ignorant  and  unqualified 
seen.  That  the  petition  to  the  House  of  Commons  be 
presented*  by  Colonel  Rushbrooke,  and  that  Lord 
Strsdbvoke,  the  lord  Lieutenant  of  the  County,  be 
requested  to  present  the  same  to  the  House  of  Lords, 
and  that  the  other  Memben  connected  with  the  county 
be  requested  to  support  in  prayer." 

Proposed  by  H.  Wilkin,  Esq.,  and  seconded  by  R. 
Growse,  Esq. :— -"  That  this  meeting  is  of  opinion,  that 
the  most  effectual  means  of  suppressing  illegal  practice, 
would  he  attained  by  subjecting  the  offending  parties 
to  a  fine  of  not  less  than  five  pounds  for  each  offence : 
upon  information  before,  and  summary  conviction  by, 
two  of  her  Majesty's  justices  of  the  peace." 

Proposed  by  J.  Davey,  Esq.,  and  seconded  by  -J. 
Pennington  Esq.  r— "  That  the  following  gentlemen  be 
constituted  a  Committee  to  watch  the  progress  of  Sir 
James  Graham's  Bill,  and  adopt  what  measures  they 
deeW  i  ■■■diss*  to  s*t>motc  the  fieeerests  and  support 
tb*SB***t*s*sd*os*ur  of  the  smlestioa ;  with  power 
to  add  to  their  number:— "Dr.  Beck,  Ipswich;  Dr. 
DustauV  Ipswich*  W«  K»  Crowfcot,  fieccles;  C.  <X 
Smjssv  $mrj*t*i  Ranking,  Bury)  R.  Martin,  HesV 
biw**,J.Ckj*awa,  hUdletg*  |—  Blyth,  Woodhesage; 
—  Jones,  Woo0hn4sT ;  Q.  Bulls*,  Ipewkh;  G.  Strap* 
•0%.  Ipewkh  j .  apt  £»  Jfc  Be**,  ate.  Secretary." 

The  Ouutorfjlhe  meetisgiwete  voted  to  Tha  Timm 
iiewaymee,  to  Thosnas  WaWe*.  £sq„  M JV  end  the 
Editors  of  the  Medical  frees*  and  to  the  Chairman  of 


ESSEX  MEETING. 


On  Thursday,  September  26th,  a  meeting  of  the 
Mefral  Practitioners  of  the  county  el  Essex,  was  held 
at  fta  Shire  Hall,  Chelmsford,  for  the  pawpose  of  peti- 
tkming.  Parliament  against  the  Bill  introduced  by  Sir 
Jesses  Graham  into  the  House  of  Commons,  and  to 
form  an  Association  for  the  protection  of  their  interests. 
Dr.  ftd iller,  of  Chelmsford,  in  the  chair. 

Among  the  gentlemen  present  were— Dn.  Henry 
Bird,  Chelmsford}  BrenfoO,  Brentwood;  Geo.  P. 
May,  Maldoo  j  S.  J.  Parker,  Hatfield  Bread  Oak  ;  and 
6.  IV  sUw*,Chigwel|.  Uu*$>  Henry  AhnW,  Witham ; 
J.N.s^W.B^Bestow.WritlleiaB^a^^Btitkr, 
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Ingatestoae;  T.  B.  ami  C.  Butter*  Brss*wort ;  Tlaen, 
BeU,  Fe)steds  -Beo^^whridgemnrtjii^lm  ftse*. 
Brentwood;   JR.  Cremar,  CheAmsford^O.  <**#«>*. 
Chelmsford;  T.  and  —  Cocks,  Hatfield  Broad  Qf>i, 
W.  H.  Cary,  Woodford;  S.  W.  Clarence,  Waxted; 
C.  Foaker,  Great  Baddow ;  J,  S.Dobson,  Harlow;  %. 
Foaker,  Great  Baddow;  J,  T.  Gibon,  Chelmsford; 
Josh.  Grice,  Great  Dunmow;  J.  Hwtdaesojt,  little 
Walteam;  J.  Hunt,  Billericay  ;  T*  King,  Chcisssfofd* , 
F.  Lovell,  Chelmsfoali  D.  R.  Mc  Nsh^Bnmegi  ^,A, . 
Merrimen,  Epping;  -  Patter,  Qj^  jJ^JftUbi^ 
Colchester;  R,  J.  Peck,  ,Newmar***f  He. 
Salingi  —  Proctor,  Witham  ^—  Baine,  BiUf 
B.  Rix ;  T.  Salt,  Dunmow  ;  C.  ThackwaUe, " 
T.  and  W.  B.  Tomkln,  Witham;  G.  M. 
Tillingham,  4c. 

A  number  of  tetten  were  read 
Afferent  parteof  the  comity,  who  eouJd  «**'< 
the  meaning* 

The    following 
adopted;—*  .i:  w  **« 

Moved  by  Mr.  Thomas  King,  of  Chelssnfiqrd*  jam*, 
seconded  by  Mr.  W.  R.  Bsrlow,  of  Writtle  *- *  Sfcs* 
this  meeting,  fully  admitting  the  necessity  viieh  . 
esdsts  for  a  well  considered  plan  of  Medical  - 
has  learnt  with  astonishment  and  regret  < 
many  parts  of  the  BsU  for  the  setter 
Medical  Practice  throughout  the  United  ffingriom, 
recently  introduced  into  the  House  of  Commons  by 
Sir  James  Graham.— That  this  meeting  constates 
t|ie  repeal  of  the  ApothepmmV  Act  a/  4H*»  .end  the 
consequent  permission  to  unlicensed  persons  to  prac- 
tise, will  be  injurious  to  the  public  at  large,  and  unjust 
towards  the  great  body  of  the  Medical  Profession,  who 
have  expended  a  considerable  amount  of  time  and 
money  in  submitting  to  the  requirements  of  tfe 
present  law,  the  benefits  resulting  from  which  ffieV 
are  now  to  be  deprived  of,  if  the  proposed  BiU'ahottm 
nan.— That  the  intended  constitution  of  the  Council 
of  Health  is  objectionable,  being  too  much  under  tKe 
influence  of  the  Government,  whilst  the' jroressjon  ' 
has  little  or  no  controul  in  its  formation  or  menace-  ^ 
n)ent;  and  from  there  being  no  general  yacUUoaer 
nominated  upon  if,  an  insult  is  offered'  to  tbejp«lct 
bbdy  of  the  profession/*  #,.""'*      •«••'* 

.  Moved  by  Mr.  Cocks,  of  Hatfield  Br^^ah^  ,and "' 
seconded  by  Mr.  Patter,  of  Oqgar :— M  Jhat  iK»  unjust 
towards  the  present  legally,  qualified  practitioners  to  .. 
put  them  to  further  expense  and  inconvenience,,  fcy 
compelling  them  to  register  themselves. every  year: 
having  already  complied  with  the  law,  by  no  after  . 
legislation  ought  their  just  privileges  to  be  taken  from 
them.— That  the  proposed  inducements  for  persona 
properly  to  qualify  themselves  hereafter  for  practice 
will  he  wholly  inadequate  to  accomplish  that  object, 
the  consequence  of  which  will  be,  that  the  country 
.Will  abound  with  incompetent  medical  men,  the  sufjar- 
ieg  and  death  resulting  ffom  which  it  is.fearfel  to  con- 
template—That  Uiis  meeting  pledges  jfcself  energeti- 
cally to  oppose  the  obnoxious  clauses  of  the  bill,  and 
earnestly  invites  the.  co-operation  oC  all  Jthe  medsoal 
nten  resident  in  the  county/' 

Moved  by  Mr.  S.  A.  Pfylbrfck,  of  Coldsestcr,  and 
seconded  by  Mr.  George  Maber  Whi»pm>  -of  11sW> 

m:^MlUt  an  Assesjatmn  eesassr  somsjssV«>£e 
theJZssexl 
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the  fssjpose  of  watching  wwr  toe  progress  of  Hie 
UU  ao  weflM  the  general  ijiterest*  of  the  profession. 
That  each  medical  man  in  the  county  contributing  five 
shillings  toward*  its  funds  shall  be  a  member.  That 
Dr.  MUkr  J>e  President  That  Messrs.  Foaker,  King, 
Cremer,  Hutchinson,  Barlow,  GUson,  Bird,  Lovel], 
C.  Butler,  jun.,  and  Tomjrin,  be  the  Committee.  ITiat 
Mr.  Oswald  Cropland,  of  Chelmsford,  be  the  Secretary.* 

Moved  t>y  Mr.  Tomkin,  of  Witham,  and  seconded 
by  Mrl  James  Grice,  of  Dnnmow :— *That  a  petition 
against  the  bill'  be  signed  by  the  medical  men  of  the 
county,  and  forwarded  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament} 
and  that  the  Members  connected  with  the  county  be 
requested  to  support  its  prayer.— That  Lord  Rayleigh 
be  requested*  to  present  it  in  the  House  of  Lords,  ant 
Mr.  Bramston  m  the  House  of  Commons.— That  the 
Committee  be  instructed  to  draw  up  a  statement  of 
the  oBJfcettoosThfe  Association'  entertains  against  the 
bift-'ancl  be  a  deputation  to  convey  ft  to  each  Member 
of  Parliament  connected  with  the  county.— That  each 
Monacal  PractitiOufer'be  requested  to  exert  what  influ- 
ence he  has  with  any  Member  of  Parliament  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  MB." 

feue taankftof  the nteoting  were  severally  voted  to 
thaMBBiul  ciTkeThmm^  to  the  Editors  of  the  Ckdm+> 
ftr§VmvliMkr9  the  JUwca*,  and  the  Provincial  Medusii 
m#m*9imi  JMHWd\  to  Mr.  Oswald  Copland,  the 
Honorary  ftettetarft;  to  Mr.  Wakley,  M.P. ;  and  to  the 
Chairman,  »r.  Millar  . 


MREWSBORT  MEETING. 

A  numerous  meeting  of  the  Medical  Profession  of . 
Shrewsbury  and  the  County  of  Salop,  was  held,  on 
Tuesday  last,  at  the  Lion  Inn,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  into  consideration  the  provisions  of  Sir  James 
Graham's  Bill  for  Medical  Reform.  Dr.  H.  Johnson 
in  the  chair.  The  following  gentlemen  were  present  :— 

Dr.  Drury,  Mr.  W.  J.  Clement,  Mr.  Arrowsmith,  ■ 
Mr.  Oil],  Mr.  Pidduck,  Mr.  Cartwright,  Mr.  Crawford, 
Mr.  Keate,  Mr.  Edwards,  Mr.  Heathcote,  Mr.  Stephens, 
Mr.  Wood,  Mr.  Dicldn,  Mr.  firatton,  Mr.  Griffith,  and 
Mr.  Pouftes,  of  Shrewsbury;  Mr.  Webb,  Coal-pit 
Bank;  Mr.  F.  Webb,  Wailing  Street ;  Dr.  Steodman, 
Wellington ;  Mr.  Coley,  Bridgnorth ;  Mr.  Most,  Church 
Sttetton ;  Mr.  Wilson,  Wem ;  Mr.  P.  Cartwright, 
Oswestry ;  Mr.  Brookes,  WenJock ;  Mr.  Wood,  Frees; 
Mr.  Millington,  Ryton;  Mr.  B.  Gwynn,  Wem;  Mr. 
Wilding,  Church  Stretton;  Mr.  Eddowes,  Pontesbury ; 
Mr.  Weston,  Wellington ;  Mr.  Maxon,  Wellington  ; 
Mr.  Broughtou,  Ruyton-of-the-eleven-Towns ;  Mr. 
Lees  and  Mr.  Walmsley,  Hodnet;  Mr.  Seagar,  Wel- 
lington, ftc,  &c. 

Dr.  Johnson  baring  been  called  upon  to  preside, 
addressed  the  meeting  as  fallows  :— 

Gentlemen,  the  object  of  this  meeting  is,  to  take 
info  consideration  the  provisions  of  a  Bill,  recently 
introduced  into  Parliament  by  Sir  James  Graham,  for 
too  better  regulation  of  medical  practice.  Meetings 
of  the  kind,  and  for  the  same  purpose,  bare,  as  you  are 
aware,  been  held  during  the  last  two  months  in  rarious 
town*  in  EngknoV-for  example,  at  Epsom,  Learning* 
Stourbridge,  Reading,  Hereford,  Bir- 
,  te.  Aon  the  numerous  and  respectable 
,  whetk  I  harathe  niaaonte  of  sasang  to-day> 


Shropshire  would  not  .like  to  remain  inactive,  and  in 
the  background.  A  letter  haying  been  received  from 
fM  Streefen,  of  Worcester,  the  Secretary  of  the  .Pro- 
vincial Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  recommend- 
ingend  invitine;  the  formation  of  such  meetings,  and 
addressed  officially  to  our  local  Secretaries,  I  thong)* 
it  incumbent  on  me, as  Annual  President  of  the  Stoop*, 
shire  Branch,  to  request  the  Secretary  to  call  a  meeting 
for  this  day,  and  your  answer  to  the  call  convinces  ma 
that  we  have  done  right.  In  opening  the  proceedings 
of  the  meeting,  I  do  not  think  it  incumbent  on  me  to 
give  you  an  analysis  of  the  bill.  The  principal  enact- 
meats  relate  to  the  repeal  of  the  Apothecaries'  Act  of 
1815;  a  bill  which  has,  confessedly*  done  »uch  *>- 
improve  and  protect  the  profession.  Another  clause 
of  importance  in  the  new  bill  is  that  requiring  regis- 
tration of  all  medical  men  who  hold  any  office  or 
appointment,  whilst  the  private  practitioner  is  exempt 
from  any  such,  requirement  This  arrangement  is 
defective  in  two  ways.  Lastly,  we  havea  new  instituv 
tioo  established,  namely,  the  Council  of  Health  ami 
Medical  Education.  I  make  no  forthur  comments  on 
the  bill,  as  you  have  all  an  opportunity  of  becoming 
acquainted  with  it  from  different  pu Weapons;  besides 
all  the  various  enactments  and  provisions  of  the  bill 
will  be  much  better  brought  before  yot  by  gentlemen 
present,  in  proposing  certain  motions,  which  have  been 
prepared-  by  a  provisional  meeting,  to  which  all  the 
medical  men  of  the  town  were  summoned.  I  mention  . 
this  merely  that  gentlemen  present  may  not  think  this 
meeting  at  all  confined,  in  any  way,  to  Members  of  the 
Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association. 

The  subjoined  we  among  the  snoroisagsn^titsolu* 
tions  adopte<Lat  the  meeting  i—  / 

Proposed  by  Mr.  J.  M.  Coley,  seconded  >y. 
Mr.  J.  Y.  Arrowsmith :—"  That  this  njantitts;  view* 
with  njeaeure  the  attention  which  has  Leon  lie- 
stowed  by  Ooveijnmeut  on  the  subject  of  M^dfcal 
Reiorm,  and  whUst  it  hails  with  sjtfsiaetion  some  of. 
the  provisions  of  the  bill,  about  to  be  introduced  into/ 
Parnament,  yet  this  meeting  is  nxmJv,  persuaded  that 
the pros>6sio% whenever i*s  voice  maybe  hoard,  wilt << 
be  unanimufia  ia  protesting  agaijsstthounca^ 
repeal  of  the  Apotheoariaa'  Act,  an  a  measure  fraught 
with  danger  tor  the  oubjic,  aa  srall  aajo  the;pirfession, 
by  throwing  open  the  practice  of  medicine  to  unquali- 
fied persons/' 

Proposed  by  Mr.  Webb*  seconded  by  Mr.  H.Keafe,— • . 
"Hurt  this  meeting  do  resolve  that  a  petition  be  nre- 
sented  to  the  House  of  Commons;  signed  by  the 
Medical  Profession  of  Shropshire  and  North  Wales, 
praying,  that  if  it  be  deemed  expedient  m  the  proposed 
bUl  to  repeal  the  Act  of  1815,  suck  legislative  enact- 
menta  may  be  introduced  as  sbsll  prevent  all  unquali- 
fied persona  from  engaging  in  the  practice  of  medicma 
and  surgery." 

Proposed  by  Mr.  P.  Cartwright,  seconded  by  Mr.  W. ' 
J.  Clement :—«  That,  whilst  it  is  admitted  that  it  may 
be  exceedingly  difficult  entirely  to  suppress  Qmctoty, 
this  meeting  is  decidedly  of  opinion  that  some  mea- 
sures more  stringent  Hum  are  contained  in  the  proposed 
bill  may  be,  and  ought  to  be,  adopted  for  the  protection 
of  the  public  and  the  profession   against  irregular; 


tkat  1  Jaabmd  rsjhth/,  in  thinking  that » r^tr.  D.  Crawford  ^  That  it 
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the  voice  of  the  profession  should  be  heard  in  the  pro- 
per quarter,  a  deputation  therefore  he  formed  to 
wait  upon  each  of  the  County  and  Borough  Members,' 
for  the  purpose  of  explaining  the  glaring  objections  to 
which  the  bill,  as  nOw  proposed,  is  subject,  and  to 
request  the  said  Members  to  watch  carefully  over  the 
interests  of  the  profession,  while  the  bill  is  nnder  the 
consideration  of  Parliament." 

Proposed  by  Mr.  Mott,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Dickin  : 
— *'That  the  following  gentlemen  be  requested  to 
form  the  deputation  to  wait  upon  the  County  Members. 
Fqjr  North  Shropshire,  J.  Y.Arrowsmith,  Esq.,  and 
Peptoe  Cartwright,  Esq.;  for  South  Shropshire,  1\  J. 
Drury,  M.D.,  and  W.  J.  Clement,  Esq.;  for  the 
borough  of  Shrewsbury,  H.  Johnson,  M.D.,  and  H. 
Keate,  Esq.  ;  for  the  borough  of  Ludlow,  &.  Hodges, 
Es^i,  and  J.  Valentine,  .Esq.;  for  the  borough  of 
Bridgnorth,  J.  M.  Coley,  Esq.,  and  W.  Thursfield, 
Esq.;  for  the  borough  of  Wenlock,  W.  Brookes,  Esq., 
an?  A.  Bowyer,  Esq." 

Proposed  by  Mr.  Cartwright,  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
Brookes :— "  That  the  Members  for  the  county  of 
Salop,  and  the*  Members  for  the  boroughs  throughout 
the  said  county,  be  requested  to  form  a  deputation  to 
wait  upon  the  Home  Secretary,  to  endeavour  to  obtain 
the  introduction  into  the  present  bill  of  proper  pro- 
tective clauses  against,  unregistered  practitioners,  and4 
that  the  medical  gentlemen  appointed  to  wait  upon  the 
different  Members  of  Parliament  do  solicit  thetn  to 
form  such  a  deputation." 


HAMPSHIRE  MEETING. 
A  meeting  of  the  medical  practitioners  of  tine  county 
of  Hants,  was  held  on  Thursday,  October  3rd,  at  the 
George'  Infi,  Winchester,  for  the  purpose  of  discussing 
the  i*oftalous<0f*:8ir James  Graham**  BHl,  Dr.  Phillips 
in  the  ehafr.  About  fifty  gentlemen  were  present, 
amongst  whbuvwere«-~Drv  Crawford,  Winchester ;  Dr. 
WlWaias,  Portsmouth;  Mr;  ftodef,  Fawley;  Mr.  Bur. 
nets,  Alton ;  Mr.<Wve^,  Akesford;  Mr.  fiUtherwick, 
Fareham;Hfr.  Barnard,  Psrebam;  Mr.  Keele,  South- 
ampton; Mr.  Workman,  Basingstoke;  Mr.  Mayo, 
Winchester;  Mr.  Ghdlestone,  Southampton ;  Dr. 
Wood,  Southampton;  Mr.  Corfe,  Winchester;  Mr. 
Pnyne,  Atodover ;  Mr.  Pescott,  Petersfield  ;  Mr. 
Warwick,  Nulbrook ;  Mr.  Loveless,  Stockbridge ;  Mr. 
George;  Southampton;  Mr.  Stace,  Southampton,  I*. 
Buttea,  floe^ansstoa  s  Mr.  Dayman,  Millbrook;  Mr. 
Spear,  Tottou;  Dr.  Troyman,  Launceston;  Dr. 
Heftneister,  Cowes ;  Mr.  W.  N.  Wickham ;  Winches- 
ter; Mr.  W.  J.  Wickham,  Winchester ;  Dr.  Pltcwrn, 
Winchester;  Dr.  Martin,  Ventnor,  Isle  of  Wight;  Mr. 
Smith,  Winchester ;  Mr.  Burgess,  Button's  Waltham ; 
Mr.Tweddale;  Winchester;  Mr.  Paul;  Winchester; 
Mr.  Purcell.  Winchester;  Mr.  Smith,  Hythe;  Mr. 
Davhls,  Cowes;  Dr.  Carr,  Cowos;  Mr.  Woolridge, 
Southampton  ;  >fr.  T.  Blatherwick,  Tttchfield  ;  Mr. 
Covey,  Basingstoke;  Mr.  Hammond,  Andover;  Mr. 
Fox,  Broughton  ;  Mr.  Butler,  Winchester  ;  Mr. 
Herbert,  fit  ht^Jfc*ru*&«W  Ac. 
Use  following  resolutions*rare,nassed.:-rr 
*.  That  4he  proposed  bin  for  the  regulation  of  the 
Medical  Profession  in  so  far  as  it  aims  at  enforcing,  the 
pnajssiJsn  of  dafe  nedfcal  nkiB  by  aUti  caused  jracsi- 
end  affording .  a  oimnte  and  easy  «eona  of 


distinguishing  the  skilful  from'  ignorant  'jfretfcntas!  to 
medical  knowledge,  Hk  deserving  of  high  approudtton. ' 

2.  That  the  intended  enactment  of  a  uniform  test 
Of  requisite  qualifications  for  practice  throughout  all 
parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  is  a  measure' of  which' ' 
the  propriety  has  long  been  universally  acknowledged. 

3.  That  approving,  as  we  do  highly,  of  the  aforesaid 
provisions,  we  view  with  the  utmost  surprise  and  die* 
approbation  the  contemplated, repeal  of  every  existing 
penalty  against  unqualified  and  ignorant  practitioners, 
without  the  substitution  of  any  sufficient  securities  to 
the  public  against  the  consequences  .of  their,  reckless 
and  dangerous  proceedings. 

4.  That  this  meeting  does  not  recognize  the  princi- 
ple, that  the  great  bulk  of  the  public  are  competrut 
to  distinguish  between  the .  skilful  nod  ignorant  net-. 
tenders  to  medical  knowledge ;  it  there/one  kvet"  opinion,  - 
that  no  measure  of  medical  reform  willnesve  the  psimcr . 
good,  which  does  not  effectually  prohibit  unqualified 
persons,  from  their  false  assumption  of  knowledge, 
and  the  exercise  of  their  reckless  ignorance  on  the 
credulous  and  unsuspecting. 

5.  That  the  removal  of  all  restrictions  upon  unqualied 
practitioners,  besides  being  calculated  to  occasion 
unspeakable  injnry  to  the  public,  would  be  a  gross  injus- 
tice to.  the  existing  licensed  practitioners,  who  hare 
been  constrained  by  law  to  expend  much  labour,  time, 
and  money,  in  the  acquisition  of  medical  knowledge. 

6.  That  whilst  we  approve  of  the  proposal  to  form 
a  central  Board  or  Council  of  Health  for  the  regulation 
and  government  of  medical  education  and  practice, 
we  must  protest  against  its  being  constituted,  to  so 
great  an  extent  as  is  proposed,  (namely  two  thirds,)  of 
persons  to  be  nominated  by  Her  Majesty's  Government 
That  such  a  mode  of  constitution, .  would  be  much  less 
satisfactory,  than  if  the  entire  Council  were  chosen  by 
representatives  of  the  medical  profession,  who  are 
necessarily  better  qualified  to  judge  of  .the  fitness  of 
candidates  for  such  offices.  ■ 

7.  That  ttus  meeting  is  of  opinion,  tha|  the  Act)  of 
1815,.  has  done  much  to  restrain,  though  not  entirely^ 
to  prohibit,  from  practice,  unskilful  pretenders.  jn»*>f. 
the  Court  of  Examiners  of  Apothecaries  appointed 
under  that  Act,  have  advantageously  to  the  public  per-., 
formed  their  duties.  We  therefore  earnestly  object  to 
the  repeal  of  the  said  Act,  unless  some  other  measures 
are  enacted  to  ensure  a  more  efficient  protection  for 
the  interests  of  the  profession,  and  the  Public.  And 
that  in  the  proposed  Council  of  Health  the  said  Com- 
pany of  Apothecaries  ought  to  be  duly  represented. 

.  8.  Th^t  we  greatly  regret,  tjiat  in  the  proposed 
reform  of  our  profession,  it  is  not  contemplated  to 
withdraw  the  existing  moral  sanction  afforded  by  the 
government  to  the  sale  of  quack  medicines,  by  the 
levying  of  duties  thereon;  and  that  we  consider  such 
sanction  to  he .  discreditable  to  our  country  and  the 
age  in  which  we  live*  . . .      , 

It  won  further resolved  that  n  petitwtv*sbonid  he  pce- 
sentedtofcoth  Houses  of  fttftiaeaent,  suijnsdsiuf  thai 
foregoing  resolutions*  and  i-eeomtseodeuVlJeat  peti- 
tions be  also  otnt  fsom  each  «tftf  and  seeoujliiof  »shts 
county,  through  their  reeeecti**  MssubcfU,  a 
objoetienaWe clauses <>f  tfcebilt;  and  Ante 
be  appointed  towafe,o*r4 
I  meutjfc*.  the  tmrpone  of  iaiufS«sjau  n|uadhjsmilhi 
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bill.  . 

The  thanks  of  the  meeting,  were  voted  to  the  Editor 
of  7!le  Tfoer,  newspaper ;  to  the£ditors  of  the  Medical, 
Press  ;  and  to  the  Chairman  and  Secretary, 
.  r         .'  W.  J.WICKHAM,  '. 

Hon.  Secretary. 


BRITISH  -MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

to  *H**RDVrdB  or  "the  provincial  mbdical  and 

SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

•    Sim; 

*I  ate  directed  to  transmit  107011  the  following  copy 
of  Itesoralmos,  and  to  request  the  favour  that  they 
maybe  JMSiuUd  in  the  columns  of  the  Provincial 
MsMssd  Surgical  Journal. 
■    *    lam/Sif, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  R.  HARRISON, 

Hon.  Secrstary. 
TExeter  Hall,  October  7, 1844. 


At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Council,  held  to  take  into 
consideration  the  Medical  Bill  of  Sir  James  Graham, 
it  was  unanimously  resolved : — 

I.  That  the  Bill  is  exceedingly  defective  and  illiberal 
in  many  respects,  and  if  it  should -be.  passed  by  the 
Legislature  in  its  present  state,  would  be  highly  inju-j 
rioas  to  the  public  and  the  profession. 

IT.  That  it  nevertheless  recognizes  and  contains 
several  -  important  provisions  founded  on  the  great 
principles  of  Medical  Reform,  for  which  the  British 
Mefficai  Association  has  been  strenuously  contending 
tsnce  1*36;  and  that  it  would  be  inexpedient  sad 
newest  retcMesslytooppose  the  entironicaanre,  Iibiissjihj 
femaefestirefosome  respeotsyand  illiberal  in  others. 

m.  That  the  chief  defects  of  the  Bill  are :— 1.  The 
want  of  the  true  representative  principle  in  the  election 
of  the  ruling  bodies  in  the  .medical  corporations. — 2.  The 
absence  of  any  provision  for  uniting  the  medical  pro- 
Jessidn  into  one' oody,  or  faculty  of  medicine,  upon  the 
acknowledged  principle  that  medicine  and  surgery,  with 
their  various  subdivision*,  (for  the  public  convenience,) 
are  but  parts  of  one  science,  which  can  only  be  effec- 
tually taught  as  a  whole.— 3.  The  want  of  all  effective 
protection  to  the  public  and  the  profession,  against 
the  evils  arising  from  the  practice  of  unqualified  per* 
*  sows.— 4.  The  unjust  and  illiberal  constitution  of  the 
proposed  Council  of  Health  and  Medical  Education,  iri 
which  the  great  majority  of  medical  practitioners  would 
have  no  voice,' while  the  influence  of  the  Home  Secre- 
tary and  the  Government  would  be  overwhelming.—' 
5.  The  obvious  effect  of  the*  Bill-,  in  connexion  with 
the  Charters  recently  granted  to  the  Colleges  of  Bur- 
.  feme,  would  be-to  degrade  genera*  fwaotitioners,  and 
.  issf  Nfrcry  to  elevate  pare  surgeons  and  pnyiichffls,— 
Oi  Tee  iTnilssliMi  Wf  any  seminary  and  inexpensive 
mode  of  enforcing  peualtks,  (sock  as  by  information 
>  bseere  two«rf  her  Majesty's  justices  of  JeaceJ  againsi 
/sues*  *eteees  assuming  medical  titles,  or  (Wsely  pre-* 
liosn'ngsoeeea  tl»oiwposed  rea4ster>-»7.  The  absence 
.  of sjsjst  diasuji  mstuiiit  of  safflcienffy  making  known  to 
tas^i^ftjttc  the  natassof  registered  practitioners. 


JV.  That  Hhs  .jfratm*  1  of  the  bin,  wajobuse.connsil 
recognise  with  satisfaction,  and  wh*eh*  if  .pfOpsfiy 
carried  eaifc  would  be  beneficial  to  the:  profession,  as 
wett  aa  to  thecemmuniiy,  are  the  foJlowing..~ h  The 
appointment  of.  a  general  Council  of  Health  and 
Medical  Education  which,  if  jusjly ;  oofcstitnled  and 
judiciously  worked,  implies  a  greater  concern  fan  the 
public  health  than  .Government  or  Parliament  hare 
hitherto  evinced.— 2.  The  legitimate  connexion  for  the 
first  time  of  the  profession  with  the  Government,  and 
thereby  much  readier  access  to  Parliament,  and  to  the 
Ministers  of  the  Crown,  through  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Koine  Department— 3.  The  general 
superintendance  of  medical  education,  with  uniform 
tests  of  qualification  for  practice.— 4.  The 'erection  of 
the  Council  of  Health  into  a-Court  of  Appeal  against 
any  oppressive  at  unjust  acts  which  may  be  committed 
by  the  medical  corporations,,. and  which  have  hitherto 
passed  with  impunity,  and  without  redress.— 5.  The 
general  registration  of  qualified  practitioners.— 6.  The 
right  to  practice  in  all  parts  of  her  Majesty's  domi- 
nions after  being  duly  qualified  and  registered.— 7. 
The  provision  against  the  assumption  of  medical  titles 
by  unregistered  practitioners.— 8.'  thai  none  but 
registered  practitioners  can  legally  recover  charges  for 
medical  or  surgical  advice,  attendance,  or  operations, 
or  for  medicines  prescribed  or  administered,. 

V.  That  the  council  having  found,  from  previous 
experience,  that  all  former  attempts  at  practical  legis- 
tion,  by  individual  Members  of  Parliament,  have  failed  ; 
and  this  Association  having,  by  deputation  and  corres- 
pondence, strongly  urged  upon  Sir  James'  Graham  the 
propriety  of  Government  undertaking  the  conduct  of  a 
bill  to  regulate  meBicsi  qualfflcetien*  and  practice, 
upon  liberal  and  broad  ar indoles,  art  of  opinion  tint 
no  measure  would  be  Hfcerjr  to  pais  unseat  introduced 
by  Government,  and,  therefor*;  tot  1ft  it  the 'duty  of 
all  medical  reformers  to  endeavour  to  obtain  seen 
modifications  of  Sir  James  Gmliaiira\BtnY  «■*** **T 
be  calculated  to  give  satisfaction  to  the  srefsssmm  sod 
to  confer  the  spates*  asnohut  of  tenetf  en  the 
public.  .,  .  ..    -      .■•i.j  »  • 

VI.  That  any  medical  Ml  which  dees  notr  eSSBain 
power  effectually  to  restrain  ignore**'  AM*  wequiJMad 
practitioners  from  practising  the-  heaJin«eH>tnass/:arf 
its  departments,  will  be  most  deceptive  ens}-  is^umees 
to  the.  community,  and  most  unjust  to  saeejoal  prac- 
titioners who  have,  at  much  cent  of  tint*  and  money, 
qualified  themselves  for  the  service  of  the  public. 

VIL  That,  therefore,  separate  and  united  representa- 
tions should  be  made  to  Government  and;  to  both 
Houses  oC  Parliament*  setting  forth  the  liberal  and 
just  principles  which  any  medical  reform  bill  ought  to 
contain  j  and  that  the  members  of  the  profession,  in 
their  various  localities,  should  ftnnwdiately  wait  upon 
their  ( respective  representatives,  to  endeavour  to 
impress  them  with  the  importance  of  the  suljject,  and 
to  pain  their  ssmpcjrt  to  anck^  L 

VHI.  Tnat  the  Council  stronety  rscemmend  that 
deputations  from  the  various  organised  Medical  Asso- 
ciations, and-  fines  the-mAsent  counties  and  towns 
where  meetings  have  token  place  on  the  subject  of  the 
bill,  should  hold  a  conference  in  London,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next  Session  of  Parliament,  or  while 
the  measure  is  before  the  Legislature,  to  adopt  cner- 
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IX.  AilteberttliAiikfortbeConttoilbefheBto 
theeUHer  of  lief  f*We  newspaper  for  his  powerful 
advocacy  ef  to  cause  off  the  laedicsl  piofeesloa  and  of 
th»p«btfe  health;  and  eepetiaUy  to  Thomas  Wakley, 
Bus*,  MA,  the  vHttnehing  advocate,  and  the  loo; 
tried  Mend  of  the  professson  and  of  Medical  Reform. 
Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Council, 

GEORGE  WEBSTER, 

PRJCBIDKNT. 


MEETING  OF  THE  PROFESSION  IN  HULL. 

At  a  matting  of  the  Provisional  Committee,  deputed 
to  arrange  a  General  Meeting  of  the  Medical  men  in 
tM»dfaMet»  Dr.  Aldareon,  F.R.6.,  m  the  Chair,  it  was 
rewired  to  convene  men  meeting;  at  the  Hull  General 
y%  Wr  Trieioay,  October  22nd,  at  two,  p.m. 


.    NORTHAMPTON  MEETING. 

i 
A  public  meeting  of  the  Medical  Profession  of  the 
county  of  Northampton*  is  appointed  to  be  held  a{ 
Northampton  on  Thursday  the  21st  task,  to  take 
into  consideration  Sir  James  Graham's.  Bill  for  the; 
better  regulation  of  Medical  Practice  in  the  United 
Kingdom, 


BRISTOL  MEETING. 


A  meeting  at  the  Bath,  and  Bristol  Branch  of  tfe< 

Jtonacial  Medical    and   Surgical   Association,   hai 

.been  called  for  Thursday,  the  17th  inst,totake  ink 

l^pa^eoMjtoa  the  bill  of  Sir  James  Gotham,  forthr 

bettar  regnlalion  of  Medical  Practice.  ' 


NUMBERS  OF  Tfcfi  MEDICAL  PROFESSION! 
IN  GREAT  BRITAIN. 


i  and  returns  made  pursuant  to  an; 
Ae^osjtftM,  "'An  Act  for  taking  an  account  of  the! 
nqteiaffcNvof  Grant  Britain,"  just  published,  it  appear* 
ttarfbeisjuteof 


England  .  . 
Wake  .  .  . 
Scotland.  . 
Isles  in  the> 
Bi^SeaSj 

Total 


onifjeons  and 
tpolhecariee. 


SO  Yean 
of  Age 
end  vp» 


Unde* 
80  Years 
of  Age. 


14102 

526 
2237 

141 


17906 


Over 

ItOYears 

of  Age. 


1320 

75 
248 


taysi- 


1069 

30 

364 

19 


loW    1476 


uBrmtKoixmext  jotmm&  *>*  *m 

1844. 
KeptatSidmouth, 
By  W.  H.  Cutunr,  M.D.,  Stmosoir. 
Mean  of  External  Thermometer  at  9  a.m.  62.79 

r.M,  I7JK 

the  Maxima,    #   .   •   .   ffiJe 

.......     Minima,    .    .  .  ,  52J4 

Mean  daily  range.    13.66 

Extrcnw  highest  on  the  20* 71.50 

•    .       lowest,  on  die  29th    .    .    •   •   •  41.51 

Extreme  range.    30 

Mean  Dewpcint  at  9   jum.       ....  55.46 

p.m 5U7 

Mean  of  Barometer  at  9  a-m &0*7 

vm. 29*54 

Extreme  highest  on  the  31st JfcSft 

.    .      lowest  on  the  3d        ,    .    .   .   .  29^54 
Extreme  range*      .950 

Number  of  days  fine 19 

.    .    .    •    duM. 3 

•    •    •    •     on  which  any  rain  fell     .   12 
Quantity  of  rain  in  inches    .    .    .    .    ♦    .      470 


JFUVAILING  WINDS. 

N.  | 

N£ 

|  .£.  |  S.E.  |  8.  |  8.W.  4  H.  |  N». 

0| 

1 

1    1      3     f   4   |     S     f   5  |«< 

BKMAB.XS. 

The  mean  of  External  lliermometer  fdr  e%fct 
preceding  yearn,— 62:96. 


SHEFFIELD  MEDICAL  SOCIETY, 
Hie  fourth  Session  of  she  ShesnsU  Iftdfcsl  Mstr 
Oc*oWr3rd.   Mr.  flstty 
**the  Samoa,!** 


ERRATUM. 
Page  425,  column  2,  line  17,  in  Mr.  HaaamY' 
Lecture    on  Dislocations,  lor   "  Medico*CKranjW 
Transactions;*  read  "  Dublin  Journal" 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS, 
Communications  hare  been  received  from  Dr.Yosej; 
the  Birmingham  Pathological  Society ;  Dr.  JUnkiaf; 
Mr.  R.  H.  Meade;  Mr.  Joseph  Msy ;  Mr.  Wife*; 
Mr.  Winner;  and  Mr.  Pasquin. 
We  hare  been  compelled  to  postpone  tbeaoanntef 
the  Gloucester  Meeting  until  next  week,  sad  mjitt 
that  we  have  not  bean  able  to  give  the 
of  some  of  the,  moetrngs  jspesssi  this  i 
greater  length,  The  ^observations  of  <dht 
and  seconders  of  aasajnfaVms  .at,  *tft» 
Shrewa|>ur^  and  Essex  i 
highly  deserving  of 
ItU  roaacefed  that  aU 
be  sent  to  Dr.  Streeten,  Forage*  3treeVWei 
Parcels  and  bootoiorreriew,ittOib»i  a4»3nnsejt» 
the  Editor  of  the  Provincial  Ifs**  emK 
Journal,  wofAM 


PROVINCIAL 

MEDICAL  &  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


INTRODUCTORY  LECTURE  ON  THE  OPENING 
OF  THE  MEDICAL  SESSION. 

.Delivered  at  the  Leeds  School  of  Medicine,  October  1st, 
1944. 
By  J.  Ingham  Isnr,  Esq.,  F.R.C.S., 
Lteturer  on  Anatomy  »ad  Physiology,  &c 
The  lecturer  commenced  by  stating,  that,  it 
having  devolved  upon  him  to  commence  the  business 
of  the  session,  some  observations,  applicable  in  a 
special  manner  to  the  younger  students,  and  to  the 
study  of  anatomy  and  physiology,  and  medical 
science  generally,  were  necessarily  expected,  ana* 
Would  form  the  substance  of  his  present  address. 
In  the  first  place,  he  congratulated  die  students 
of  former  sessions,  at  again  meeting  them  as  old 
friends;  new  comers  he  welcomed  to  the  work, 
which  though  arduous,  well  repaid  the  labour 
bestowed  upon  it  The  older  students  must  be 
aware  that  the  present  observations  were  not  so 
much  intended  for  them,  as  for  those  who  were 
about  to  enter  on  the  path  already  trodden  by  their 
seniors,  and  to  whose  perceptions  everything  has 
the  freshness  of  novelty,  coupled  though  it  might 
be  with  some  obscurity— an  obscurity  it  would  be 
the  doty  of  himself  and  catieagnes  to  endeavour  to 
diepeL  Whilst,  then,  he  more  especially  addressed 
himself  to  the  junior  students,  he  requested  the 
indulgence  of  those  to  whom  the  subject  matter  of 
his  lecture  could  not  appear  of  the  same  interest  j  for 
the  field  had  been  so  often  trodden,  that  it  was 
indeed  a  difficult  task  to  select  such' topics  as  should 
serve  as  a  theme  of  attraction  to  the  more  advanced 
student  He  should  not,  therefore,  to-day,  confine 
himself  to  the  immediate  subject  of  his  own  division 
of  labour  in  the  anatomical  course,  which  would 
have  been  more  consonant  with  his  own  inclinations; 
for,  as  a  general  rule,  he  believed  it  was  found  the 
best  and  most  efficient  mode-of  teaching  to  adhere  as 
closely  as  possible  to  the  peculiar  department  allotted 
to  each,  and  that  the  good  old  rule  "  of  sticking 
to  the  text,"  applied  as  much  to  the  teaching  of 
anatomy  and  physiology  as  to  any  other  science. 
JBut  as  the  present  occasion  was  a  special  one,  and 
•on*. on  which- a  degree  of  latitude  was  allowed, 
*e  shonleVnet  discuss  in  detail  any  part  of  bis  par- 
titular  department— «viz.,  that  of  general  Anatomy, 
r  he  should  have  to  allude  to  it  as  being  the 
«©.»,  Octobers*;  It*. 


foundation  on  which  the  other  divisions  of  ana* 
tomical  and  physiological  science,  as  well  at 
pathology,  were  built. 

Mr.  Ikin  then  dwelt  at  some  length  on  the 
acquirements  preparatory  to  the  study  of  medical 
science,  for  medicine  being  a  science  of  vast  extent, 
as  well  as  of  paramount  importance,  the  mind  of 
the  student  must  be  originally  well  constituted, 
previously  educated  in  certain  preparatory  branches 
of  knowledge,  and  fitted  for  protracted  study.  Of 
all  sciences  medicine  was  least  insulated ;  it  was 
incorporated  and  blended  with  almost  every  other 
department  of  natural  knowledge,  and  the  more 
intimately  the  medical  student  was  acquainted 
with  the  other  departments  of  knowledge,  the  less 
difficulty  would  he  experience  in  the  prosecution 
of  medical  science,  and  the  more  likely  would  he 
be  to  promote  its  interestsand  extend  itaboondaries. 
He  then  alluded  to  the  importance  of  educettai 
generally,  the  progress  it  was  making  amongst 
even  the  lowest  elasses,  who  were  now  better 
educated  in*  most  places  than  were  the  nobftty 
and  gentry  of  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  cen- 
turies. The  medical  student  should  be  acquainted 
with  the  various  departments  of  literature  as 
well  as  science.  He  should  be  familiar  with  the 
Greek  and  Latin  as  well  as  with  some  of  the 
modem  languages,  more  especially  French  and 
German,  otherwise  he  could  not  keep  pace  with 
the  knowledge  of  the  present  day,  and  would  be 
excluded  from  sources  of  information,  the  want  of 
which  he  would  often  have  reason  to  deplore.  He 
alluded  to  the  objections  that  had  been  urged 
against  the  study  of  the  classics,  and  pointed  out 
the  fallacy  of  them,  showing  that  instead  of  die 
time  occupied  by  their  study  being  ill  bestowed, 
it  was  the  contrary,  and  that  classical  learning, 
like  mathematics,  should  be  regarded  from  the 
difficulties  to  be  overcome  in  its  acquisition,  as 
well  calculated  to  form  habits  of  perseverance 
and  application,  constituting  a  most  useful  mental 
(hsdpime.  Besides  a  thorough  grounding  in  these 
natural  philosophy  must  be  studied,  for  an 
epitome  of  the  law  of  physics  was  found  con- 
centratad  in  man.  Without  a  knowledge  of  the 
science  of  opticsf  the  mechanical  beauties  of  the 
organ  of  vision  could  not  be  comprehended  or 
appt tciated ;  without  a  knowledge  of  acoustics,  the 
•Digitized  b  HE 
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intricacies  of  the  organ  of  hearing  oould  not  be 
smderstood,  or  the  principles  npon  which  the  varied 
and  complicated  parts  of  that  delicate  organ  per- 
formed its  functions;  without  some  acquaintance 
with  hydraulics  and  pneumatics,  the  functions  of  the 
circulation  and  respiration,  which  were  mechanical 
as  well  as  vital,  could  not  be  understood. 

If  not  amongst  the  preparatory  studies,  at  any 
rate  during  some  period  of  their  education,  they 
should  endeavour  to  become  acquainted  with  those 
other  sciences  which  were  allied  to  medicine — 
viz.  Mineralogy  and  Geology  j  as  to  Botany  and 
Zoology,  they  formed  branches  of  medical  science 
that  the  curricula  of  the  examining  boards  ren- 
derered  essential.  Mr.  Ikin  also  alluded  to  the 
ait  o{  drawing,**  being  an  elegant  accomplishment 
in  itself,  and  of  great  practical  value  to  the  medical 
student.  He  moreover  touched  upon  the  proposed 
plan  suggested  at  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Medical  Association,  of  establishing  a  school 
for  the  education  of  the  sons  of  medical  men,  as 
being  a  most  laudable  and  praiseworthy  object,  and 
one  that  could  not  fail  to  be  attended  with  the  best 
results,  by  tending  to  raise  the  character  and 
improve  the  condition  of  the  medical  community. 

With  such  a  preparatory  education  the  student 
would  become  well  qualified  to  enter  on  the  study 
of  anatomy  and  physiology ;  and  though  he  did  not 
jaean  to  say  that  a  man  might  not  be  an  acute  prac- 
titioner, or  a  skilful  surgeon,  without  undergoing 
Men  a  preparatory  education  as  that  alluded  to,  he 
did  declare,  that  having  thus  prepared  his  mind,  he 
was  more  likely  to  succeed  as  a  practitioner,  and 
distinguish  himself  as  a  clever  anatomist  and 
surgeon.  And  here  the  question  naturally  arose, 
and  to  us  it  was  a  question  of  the  greatest  interest- 
has  medical  education  kept  pace  with  generar  edu- 
cation, and  with  the  professional  training  of  other 
classes  ?  He  might  venture  to  answer  fearlessly  it 
h&4.  Not,  as  had  been  strikingly  said  by  Dr. 
.Hawkins,*  "not  to  the  gifted  few  who  spring  to 
eminence  in  every  age  and  from  every  soil,  through 
.  their  own  native  energy,  with  any,  or  with  no  cul- 
tivation ;  not  to  them  should  we  look,  but  rather  to 
the  general  body  of  the  profession.  For  the 
business  of  education  is  with  ordinary  men,  and  it 
is  to  the  comparative  state  of  the  mass  of  mankind 
that  its  effects  are  rendered  the  most  apparent. 
.Now,  has  any  class  of  men  advanced  more  rapidly 
within  the  list  half  century  than  the  general  prac- 
titioners of  this  country  p  Assuredly  they  are  not 
behind  the  age,  so  great  has  been  their  progress  in 
various  parts  of  knowledge,  so  widely  has  their 
system  of  education  been  extended,  and  so  r  antrum 
have  many  members  of  the  medical  profession 
become,  not  only  in  our  own  country,  but  In 
France,  Germany,  and  Italy,  through  their  zeal  in 
the  prosecution  of  their  art,  and  their  unprece- 
dented success  in  scientific  research.  And,  yet, 
continued  the  lecturer,  making  these  advances, 
•Ie*ctf,  1841. 


rising  in  public  estimation,  improving  the  socisi 
condition  of  the  community,  and  prolonging  the 
lives  of  its  members ;  superintending,  and  guiding 
safely  man's  feeble  entrance  into  the  world,  sad 
soothing  and  relieving  the  pangs  of  bis  departure 
from  it,  they  are  by  the  legislature,  (if  the  ill- 
digested  and  unsatisfactory  bill  of  Sir  James 
Graham,  though  it  contained  some  good  points,  is 
allowed  to  become  the  law  of  the  land,)  to  be 
stripped  of  all  protection  and  encouragement,  and 
quackery  is  to  be  allowed  to  reign  triumphant  and 
uncontrolled.  But  be  not  dismayed,  as  there  is 
little  probability  of  the  bill  passing  in  its  present 
form,  in  face  of  the  general  condemnation  of  the  pro- 
fession;  and  even  let  the  Government  legislate 
unjustly,  as  far  as  the  rights  of  medical  men  are  coa- 
cerned,and  the  quack  and  impostor  for  a  time  usurp 
our  rights,  rest  assured  this  state  of  affairs  cannot 
long  continue,  for  art  and  science  will  never  in  the 
long  run  be  defeated  by  ignorance  and  audacity, 
nor  the  members  of  an  honourable  profession  be 
permanently  injured  by  either  rash  legislation,  or 
unscrupulous  empiricism.  What  have  we  done  as 
a  body  to  merit  such  treatment  in  the  eye  of  the 
law.  Are  the  irregularities,  anomalies,  and  dis- 
cord of  the  various  authorised  medical  boards  to  be 
alleged  as  reasons  for  punishing  the  whole  body  of 
members,  merely  nominally  connected  therewith? 
And  are  a  class  of  men,  so  eloquently  described 
by  Professor  Marx,  in  his  treatise,  *  On  the 
decrease  of  disease  as  affected  by  the  progress 
of  civilisation,"  to  be  treated  by  the  legislature 
with  injustice  and  neglect,  —  to  be  made  use 
of  when  required,  and  cast  aside  with  indfc 
ference  when  their  services  are  not  in  im- 
mediate use  ?  But  hear  what  the  Professor  says, 
and  who,  in  listening  to  his  words,  does  not  feel 
proud  to  be  classed  amongst  the  members  of  the 
medical  profession: — "  Medical  men,*'  says  he, 
"  have  no  place  in  the  body  politic,  audit  would  be 
well  for  humanity  if  they  had,  for  who,  since  the 
revival  of  letters  in  Europe,  have  been  present  in 
every  undertaking  whose  object  has  been  to  extend 
the  boundaries  of  knowledge,  and  to  exalt  man- 
kind ?  Who  know  half  so  much  of  the  wants  sad 
wishes,  of  the  joys  and  sorrows,  of  the  community? 
Who  are  the  friends  and  comforters  in  adversity  of 
every  class,  from  the  sovereign  and  the  peer  to  the 
wretched  outcast  of  the  streets,  houseless,  homeless, 
friendless,  else?  Who  disarm  pestilence  of  its 
power,  and  give  Jenners  to  the  world?  Who 
follow  in  the  field,  or  stand  the  deck,  through  the 
thickest  of  the  fire,  not  that  they  may  aid  destruction 
in  her  work,  but,  God-like,tbat  they  may  staunch  the 
wounds  she  makes?  Who  frequent  the  noxious 
and  infectious  wards  of  the  fever  hospital,  that 
others  dread  to  approach,  to  ease  the  sufferer,  sad 
administer  antidotes  to  a  poison  so  subtle  in  ill 
nature  ?  Who  but  the  medical  profession,  medical 
menl    The  servant  of  religion  hath  not  more  of 

true  sanctity  about  him  than  the  r^nianthropic,  con- 
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j^tip«s,  and  skilful  p^cian.  The  service  indeed 
thai  was  rendered  of  old  in  special  temples,  to  the 
Divinity,  conceived  in  one  of  his  t  meet  beautiful 
attributes,  is  not  jet  extinct  upon  the  earth,  bnt  has 
its  ministering  priest  enrolled  by  Christianity  in 
every  worthy  member  of  the  medical  profession. 
Let  then  society  cherish  and  exalt  its  medical  com- 
munity; let  it  become  aware  that  if  science  cannot 
aid  us  in  our  treatment  of  disease,  neither  can  igno- 
rance ;  that  nothing  can  by  possibility  be  known  to 
the  quack  and  empiric  that  is  not  familiar  to  the  edu- 
cated physician  j  that  a  youth  of  preparation,  and  a 
life  of  diligent  research  and  observation,  and  of  cease- 
less devotion  to  his  art  and  medical  science  generally, 
are  all  too  little  to  familiarize  him  with  all  the 
varieties  of  disease  and  the  means  of  meeting  them 
successfully,  and  that  there  is  no  access  to  the 
temple  of  medicine  save  through  an  intimate  know- 
ledge of  the  laws  by  which  we  live  and  move,  and 
have  our  being.** 

With  these  exalted  sentiments  and  feelings, 
animating  the  great  bulk  of  our  noble  profession, 
I  repeat,  we  need  not  apprehend  that  our  interests 
will  ultimately  suffer  by  any  legal  enactment  No- 
our  noble  art  is  not  destined  to  be  under  the  con- 
troul  of  the  pen  of  the  lawyer,  the  medical  courtier, 
or  the  clauses  of  any  Act  of  Parliament;  and  though 
empiricism,  and  the  whole  tribe  of  hydropathists, 
faomeopathists,  mesmerists,  and  others,  whether  in 
the  profession  or  out  of  k,  (for  no  profession  is 
without  its  unworthy  members,)  may  cause  us 
annoyance,  and  even  lessen  for  a  time  our 
pecuniary  resources,  in  the  end,  science, truth,  and 
skill,  will  bring  their  own  reward,  and  openly 
display  the  mean  trickery  of  ignorance,  and  lay 
bare  the  brazen-faced  impudence  and  roguery  of 
the  quack  and  impostor.  One  clause  of  the  pro- 
posed  Medical  Bill,  I  may  be  allowed  on  the 
present  occasion  to  allude  to,  without  entering  fur- 
ther into  medical  politics,  as  it  relates  to  the 
younger  student  and  to  those  about  to  enter  the 
profession.  I  allude  to  the  apprenticeship  clause. 
It  is  indisputable,  that  the  system  of  apprenticeship 
has  been  much  abused,  especially  in  the  country, 
and  in  towns  not  possessing  recognized  medical 
schools  j  for  a  young  man  not  having  the  opportunity 
of  attending  a  lecture,  or  witnessing  the  practice  of 
a  hospital,  till  a  five  years'  apprenticeship  is  expired, 
is  a  great  loss  of  time,  and  causes  a  considerable 
increase  of  expenditure.  Some  remedy  of  this 
abuse,  then,  is  required,  and  medical  men  in  the 
country  must  be  content  in  future  to  take  pupils 
for  a  shorter  term,  or  engage  assistants,  or  make 
such  other  arrangements  for  the  compounding  of 
their  medicines,  as  will  answer  their  purpose; 
but  the  system  of  pupilage,  though  no  longer 
cosnpubatoxy,  will  doubtless  be  continued,  as  found 
from  experience  to  be  the  best,  most  economical 
and  most  convenient  mode  of  bringing  up  a  young 
man  to  the  profession,  and  the  large  towns  pos- 
sessing the   medical. schools  will  necessarily  be 


selected  in  preference  to  other  places,  as  present* 
ing  opportunities  for  instruction  and  advancement 
not  to  be  derived  elsewhere. 

With  these  preliminary  remarks  on  education 
generally,  and  on  matters  connected  with  it,  the 
lecturer  proceeded  to  take  a  review  of  the  various 
fundamental  branches  of  medical  science  that  must 
be  studied  by  the  student  in  the  course  of  education 
rendered  essential  by  the  examining  boards.  As 
a  primary  department  of  medicine,  chemistry 
required  the  earliest  consideration,  and  was,  more- 
over, a  study  fraught  with  ever  new  and  never 
failing  delight  Chemistry  being  the  science  of 
the  elementary  constituents  of  bodies,  leads  there- 
fore to  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  every  object 
in  nature ;  moreover,  without  a  knowledge  of  it,  we 
could  not  comprehend  the  nature  of  many  of  the 
animal  functions,  nor  the  composition  of  the  most 
active  medicinal  agents,  the  nature  of  morbid  pro* 
ducts  generated  by  disease,  nor  see  our  way  through 
the  intricacies  of  forensic  medicine.  Indeed  che- 
mistry was  daily  growing  in  importance  in  its 
application  to  every  department  of  practical  medi- 
cine, being  now  directly  useful  in  the  diagnosis  and 
treatment  of  diseases  of  the  urinary  organs.  It 
furnished  a  key  to  the  most  important  rules  of  diet, 
in  health  as  well  as  in  disease,  and  bade  fair  to 
supply  much  that  was  wanting  in  the  explanation 
of  the  origin  of  many  maladies,  and  the  most 
direct  mode  of  preventing  them  j  and  this  was 
mainly  through  the  aid  of  organic  chemistry,  of 
late  far  advanced,  and  especially  by  the  labours  and 
genius  of  the  illustrious  Liebig.  It  was  by  means 
of  the  discoveries  and  improvements  in  organic 
chemistry,  that  we  were  able  to  explain  the  inti- 
mate constituents  of  the  animal  texture,  and  it  was 
by  the  same  means  that  the  experimental  physio- 
logist and  clinical  observer  were  enabled  to  solve 
some  of  the  dark  problems  of  the  operation  of 
medicines,  a  subject  replete  with  practical  im- 
portance, and  one  that  yet  had  too  much  in  the 
region  of  conjecture.  The  proposed  establishment 
of  a  College  of  Chemistry  showed  that  the  public 
were  alive  to  the  importance  of  promoting  the  study 
of  the  science. 

Another  fundamental  study  was  that  of  Materia 
Medico,  an  interesting  department  of  natural  his- 
tory. It  was  a  branch  of  medicine  indispensably 
necessary  to  the  practitioner ;  the  virtues,  proper*, 
ties,  and  doses  of  medicines,  must  be  learnt  before 
they  could  be  safely  employed,  or  judiciously  admi- 
nistered. But  to  turn  to  the  most  important  branch 
of  medical  science,  Anatomy,  for  it  pre-eminently 
held  the  first  place,  what  was  the  great  end  of 
medical  art  ?  Was  it  not  to  prevent,  to  cure,  and 
eradicate  disease  ?  And  as  all  disease  was  inherent 
in  some  structure,  the  very  first  step  therefore  was 
a  knowledge  of  the  structure  in  which  it  resided* 
for  if  the  structure  was  not  known,  neither  could 
the  disease  be  treated  philosophically  or  success^ 
rally.    With  further  observations  on  the  paramount 
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Importance  of  the  subject;  and  the  mode  m  which  It 
should  oe  studied,  and  on  the  various  Teceut  disso- 
Teries  in  anatomy,  and  oa  recent  microscopic 
researches,  and'aW>>mlftg  out  the  distinctions 
between  comparative  and  human  anatomy,  general 
and  sped*!,  descriptive  and  surgical,  developmental 
and  philosophical,  or  transcendental,  as  H  bad  been 
termed;  the  lecturer  proceeded  to  explain;  by 
means  of  preparations,  diagrams,  &c,  the  order  of 
teacbmg  Which  was  adopted  at  the  Leeds  School,  in 
the  anatomical  course.  This  it  is  unnecessary  here 
to  insert.  He  concluded  this  part  of  his  subject  by 
saying  that  human '  anatomy  lay  at  the  root  of  all 
investigations  into  medical  science ;  it  was  the  foun- 
dation on  which  all  medical  investigations  rested  ;  it 
was  the  polar  star  to  which  the  surgeon  had  to 
trust,  amidst  the  darkness  of  practical  difficulties 
and  dangers. 

He  then  proceeded  to  point  out  at  some  length 
the  relation  subsisting  between  comparative  and 
human  nn atomy,  and  gave  several  illustrations  of 
the  intimate  connection  of  the  two,  which  he  elu- 
cidated by  means  of  preparations  and  drawings. 
He  in  particular  alluded  to  the  light  that  had  been 
thrown  on  the  intimate  structure  of  glands,  by  the 
study  of  them  in  the  lower  classes  of  animals.  The 
peculiarity  of  this  structure  he  explained  according 
to  the  most  recent  investigations.     In  the  same 
manner  the  anatomy  of  development  was  aided  by 
the  observations  of  the  comparative  anatomist,  and 
disclosed  some  of  the  great  principles  which  nature 
followed  in  the  formation  of  organised  beings. 
Illustrations  of  these  principles  in  laws  were  then 
given,  and  they  were  found  to  hold  good  not  only 
in  regard  to  individual  organs,  but  likewise,  though 
in  a  more  limited  degree,  to  the  entire  body ;  and  in 
this  sense,  as  had  been  said  by  Professor  Sharpey, 
St  seemed  to  have  suggested  itself  to  Aristotle  and 
Harvey,  who  remarked  that  animals  resemble  each 
other  the  more,  the  nearer  they  are  to  their  origin. 
Another  study  springing  directly  from,  and  con- 
nected with,  both  human  and  comparative  anatomy, 
was  Physiology,  meaning  in  its  literal  acceptation 
tile  knowledge  of  nature ;  but  in  its  more  usual  and 
restricted  signification,  it  denoted  the  science  of 
organic  actions  or  functions:  or,  in  other  words,  the 
eeveral  processes  which  take  place  in  the  living 
body   come  under  the  province  of  physiology, 
whilst  all  that   related  to  the  organisation  and 
structure  of  the  body  belonged  to  anatomy.    Thus 
the   latter  treated  of  structure,  the  former  of 
functions;  and  these  functions  appertain  both"  to 
vegetable  and  animal  structures,  consequently  we 
•peak  of  vegetable  and  animal  physiology.    Struc- 
ture and  function  being  so  intimately  allied,  they 
most  be  either  investigated  together,  or  the  inves- 
tlgatkm  of  the  one  must  immediately  succeed  that 
of  the  other.     Hence  it  is  found  customary  to 
teach  physiology  as  an  integrant  part  of  an  ana- 
tomical coarse.    The  lecturer  then  referred  to  the 
fieetauting  ■objects   embraced  in  the  study  of 


physiology,  and  compared  'the  wottinfc  «T  a  i 
mechanical  construction,  like  that  of  the 
engine,  the  compneated'  movements  of  *  which 
showed  the  transcendent  eflbrt  'of  human  genius, 
with  that  of  the  animal  *macfefuey  ufifeh  is  also  « 
living  machine,  and  Is  acted  on  by  powers  which 
mechanics  alone  can  never  explain,'  and  the  inves- 
tigations of  which  are  higher  and  more  refined  than1 
those  to  which  mechanical  science  can  ever  conduce. 
In  studying  this  living  machine,  we:  contemplate 
man's'  extraordinary  capabilities,  who,  besides 
displaying  those  powers  that  arrest  attention  in  the 
inferior  animals,  exhibits  likewise  those  sublime 
moral  and  intellectual  endowments,  which  raise 
him  far  above  every  other  animal,  and  fit  him  for 
purer  pleasures  and  a  higher  destiny.  Can  we, 
continued  Mr.  Ikin,  contemplate  these  capabttrties, 
or  come  to  the  investigation  of  such  sublime  mys- 
teries, without  emotion,  or  without  being  lost  in 
"  wonder,  love  and  praise,19  and  from  the  sincerest 
conviction  exclaiming,  truly  "  the  hand  that  made 
us  is  divine."  In  a  properly  constituted  mind  such 
a  study  can  be  attended  with  no  other  results  than 
the  bringing  of  it  to  contemplate  with  greater 
admiration,  the  never  erring*  though  unseen  band, 
which  created  man,  the  living  miracle  of  nature ; 
and  thus  he  is  led  from  the  creature  to  the  Creator, 
so  that  the  bare  idea  of  such  studies  leading  to 
materialism  and  infidelity,  as  at  one  time  was  too 
commonly  entertained,  is  now  universally  dis- 
carded. 

Complicated,  however,  as  are  the  functions  of 
man,  they  have  been  systematically  arranged  into 
three  classes.    1st,  those  of  vegetative  or  organic 
life;   2nd,  those  of  relative  life;  3rd,  those  of 
reproductive   life.    The  first  class  includes   the 
functions  of  digestion,  absorption,  circulation  of 
the   blood,   respiration,  and   secretion,   or  those 
powers  under  the  influence  of  which  the  system  is 
repaired  and  supported.    The  second  class  com- 
prebends  the  mictions  of  the  motor  and  sensitive 
organs,  the  combination  of  which  constitutes  relative 
life%  or  those  powers  which  bring  us  into  close  and 
intimate  relationship  with  external   nature,  and 
enable  us  to  appreciate  and  enjoy  that  reladenshrpu 
And  lastly  the  functions  that  constitute  reproductive 
life,  are  those  by  which  the  new  being  is  formed  and 
rendered  susceptible  of  an  independent  existence. 
Such  are  the  subject*  that  engage  die  attention 
of  the  physiologist,  and  which  have  occupied  the 
thoughts  of  medical  philosophers  of  all  ages;  and 
although  many  brilliant  discoveries  have  been  made 
in  this  rich  field  of  scientific  research,  yet  the 
science  is  far  from  being  complete   or  perfect 
As  examples-  of  improvements  in  anatomy  and 
physiology  recently  made,  and  bearing  on  the  prac- 
tical part  of  our  art,  may  be  specially  named,  the 
late  researches  of  various  scientific  investigators-en 
the  nervous  system,  and  more  especially  those  of 
Dr.  Marshall  Hall.    By  these  much  that  was  t 
telligible  in  diseases  of  the  nervous  system 
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fctt»  ssdslsctotily  ■■fhhMii)  aari  their 
4MMi  wcasnicnt  received  fjropettiosaUc  «A.  The  mt 
wfw>re^  to  the  heart  and  liver*  ts^rcicarohea 
«r  Kaersan  oft  the'  tetter  organ  being'  specially 
eatable. '  lbs  isrtmate  structure  of  glands  gene- 
rally  wee  now  much  better  undencoed  $  and  Bowman 
end  Todd  bad  moat  ably  elucidated  the  structure 
and  properties  of  the  nracdewiattftabra&esv 

Indeed  many  discoveries,  both  in  anatomy  and 
physiology,  had' of  late  years  been  made,  to  which 
their  attention  would  be  directed  during  the  course. 
Wdcti  would  be  laid  before  them ;  but  to  enter  into 
a  discussion  of  all  the  new  theories  and  specula- 
tions of  physiologists,  would  not  be  a  profitable 
occupation  of  their  time.  The  recent  researches 
of  Dr.  Barry  would  be  brought  forward,  as  Well' as 
those  of  Schleiden  and  Schwann,  on  the  develop- 
ment of  cells,  a  theory  which  goes  to  show  that 
most  animal  and  vegetable  structures  consist  pri- 
marily of  a  central  cellular  nucleus,  oh  which  other 
nuclei  are  developed.  In  the  recondite  and  elabo- 
rate province  of  microscopic  anatomy  much  would 
be  found  both  to  interest  and  instruct  them ;  for  to 
the  microscope  we  were  indebted  for  a  knowledge 
of  the  intimate  structure  of  the  skin,  its  various 
papillae,  sud'orific  glands,  and  ducts,  also  of  the 
minute  structure  of  mucous  membrane,  the  glan- 
dular apparatus,  the  real  structure  of  bone,  teeth, 
cartilage,  tendon,  muscle,  cellolar  tissue,  as  well 
ts  of  the  form  and  distribution  of  the  blood,  lymph, 
and  other  organic  globules;  in  feet' on  all  that  may 
be  called  the  physiological1  anatomy  of  the  animal 
body. 

It  had  been  objected,  and  no  doubt  with  some 
reason,  to  microscopic' observations,  that  they  are 
peculiarly  liable  to  fallacy ;  but  this  objection  could 
apply  only  to  cases  in  which  very  high  magnifying 
powers  are  employed,  and  these  were  seldom 
required.  It  might  be  remarked,  moreover,  that 
no  method  of  enquiry  was  totally  exempt  from 
fallacy,  which  required  to  be  guarded  against  on 
the  part  of  the  observer  by  great  experience  and 
skill.  The  eye  itself,  though  infinitely  surpassing 
all  instruments  of  human  construction,  was  liable  to 
deceive  us,  and  our  vision  required  to  be  aided  and 
corrected  by  experience,  and  by  the  information 
derived  from  the  other  senses.'  In  short,  the  objec- 
tions to  the  use  of  the  microscope  were  as  nothing  in 
tbescsjewhen  wejgbede^stttmdvutage*  It  was 
by  examining  the  transparent  parts  of  living  animals 
with  the  microscope,  that  Malphigi  discovered 
the  capillary  blood-vessels,  and  observed  the  blood 
passing  along  them,  a  discovery  without  which  that 
of  the  circulation,  by  Harvey,  could  not  be  regarded 
as  altogether  complete.  -Whilst  thus  extolling  the 
Jiqnefits  from  the  use  of  tm>  iegeniou*  instrument, 
1st  wished  mot  to  be  4boq§ht  to  lay  too  much  stress 
*»tt*  iMspliajsMiilii  as  tssr  tendency*  or  the  rage, 
^totaVea^Jr^Tseeeatday,  in  the  anatomies! 
esttptiytfcfcglcsd'worW,  was  to  mterosebptee' to 
"1  tbffgWft  ari  extent} a**  to  overwhelm  the 


mind  wish  such  a  series  of  n*hftWbbseft*gons  a 
s*  times  to  cssise  coupon  tod'o^  It  wee; 

therefore,  better  to  guard  tfgehkt  afl  extremes,  and 
ootto  aOowthe  mind  to  be  carried  a  wiry  with  Mff 
new  theory  or  noveky,  till  tittle'  and  obeertattafr 
psove  them  to  be  indisputable  Acts,  incapable  of 
controversion. 

Microscopic  illustrations  during  Mr.  Ikin's 
lectures  on  general  anatomy*  would  be  given  frotn 
time  to  time,  and  he  was  hapfjy  to  sft y  bis  respected 
colleague,  Mr.  Teale,  had  made  the  school  a 
present  of  a  handsome  microscope. 

He  concluded  this  part  of  fair  lecture  by  exhort 
fag  the  students  to  a  careful  study  of  comparative 
anatomy  and  physiology,  even  afterthe  routine  6i 
their  education  was  completed,  and  to1'  study  theni 
for  their  own  intrinsic  merit,'  attd  they  might 
rest  assured  they  Would  find  them  amongst  the 
most  interesting  and  useful  pursuits  In  which  they 
could'  be  engaged.  The  examplerbeld  out  to  them 
by  such  successful  cultivators  of  these  sciences  a* 
Gorier,  Hunter,  Blataville,  Gr&t^  Muller,  Cooper, 
and  others,  should  be  their  encouragement  for  so 
doing.  The  field  of  inquiry  was  endless,  and  who 
could  tell  but  that  the  least  informed  of  those 
that  at  present  occupied  the  benches  before  him, 
might,  by  diligence,  perseverancej  and  a  moderate 
share  of  talent  and  ability,  stffl'  further  enrich  this 
field  of  science,  and  make  some  discovery  which 
would  render  his  name  and  rejputatibn  an  enduring 
one;  for  they  must  ever  hold  in  mind  that 
genius  and  the  highest  talents  were  comparatively 
thrown  away  without  a  due  properttonof  industry 
and  appUeetfcn.  They  would  mVT  through  1Mb 
that  it  was  the  steady,  pkridlng/  and  iddastriou* 
man,  that  succeeded ;  wbflst  the  atatt  Of  mere 
genius  and  talent  would  often  be  left1  behind  !h 
running  the  race  of  life,  awd  contenting  fer4fe 
riches  and  honours,  a  greater  or  less  amount  of 
which  we  were  all  mere  or  leas'  ami out  about    " 

Connected  with  the  course'  on  'anatomy  and 
physiology  we  add  Pathology,  which,  in  its  usual 
acceptation,  means  the  study  of  disease ;  but  it  is  the 
morbid  states  and  changes  to  which  each  individual 
texture  is  liable,  that  is  treated  of  in  this  course4. 
Pathology  is  a  very  extensivVfteM ;  it  is  so  to  spdal 
the  science  of  disease,  and  as  disease  exhibits  itself 
either  directly  in  the  form'  of  some*  structural 
change,  or  indirectly  under  the  appearance  bfsome 
functional  derangement,  pathology  consequently 
includes  morbid  anatomy  or  the  science  of  diseased 
ttructikri,  and  morbid  physmb^orthesciehoeHr 
diseased  fonctfon.  It  is  the  object  of  pathology  tb 
establish  the  relationship  between  diseased  structure 
and  &eased  function,  and  to  trace  every  symptom  ot 
disease,  as  they  Would  be  tattehtfa  the  cctfrsc'rjf 
pra^ticat medicine,  to  its  prdxnnkte  or  structural 
cause.  Into  was  something  mote  thari  the  mere 
knowledge  of  symbtoms.     ■•">  ,,#- 

IUttstraflons  of  this  relationship  were  then  riven) 
diseased  vital  processes;  hlenMieettbyi'talfe  $m 
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ittthemtiuiatetextnjreof  parts.  Inflaasmation,  for 
example,  has  its  immediate  teat  in  the  minute  or 
capillary  vessels.  Diseased  growths,  also,  as  re- 
gards their  origin,  progress,  and  essential  structure, 
can  be  successfully  investigated  by  him  only  who  is 
conversant  with  healthy  texture,  joined  with  the 
philosophical  spirit,  which  is  now  extending  itself 
to  all  pathological  inquiries,  promising  to  lead  to 
highly  important  results  in  this  difficult  path  of 
investigation,  aided  as  it  was  by  the  judicious  use 
of  the  microscope. 

Mr.  Ikin  then  shortly  reviewed  the  other  fun- 
damental branches  of  medical  science,  alluding 
particularly  to  surgery,  the  practice  of  medicine, 
midwifery,  and  forensic  medicine.  On  each  of  these 
subjects  he  made  some  short  observations,  summing 
up  in  a  few  words  their  nature  and  objects,  and 
pointing  out  the  manner  in  which  they  should  be 
studied.  At  regarded  bath,  practice  of  medicine  and 
surgery,  the  student  had  ample  opportunities  at 
the  Leeds  school  of  studying  them  efficiently;  for 
besides  the  lectures,  there  was  an  extensive  and 
well-conducted  Inirmary  and  Fever  Hospital,  in 
which  both  might  be  learned  at  the  bedside,  and 
with  the  assistance  of  able  and  experienced  officers, 
by  whom  clinical  lectures  would  be  given;  as  well 
as  at  the  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary.  With  these 
facilities  for  improvement  they  would  be  able  to 
store  up  a  fund  of  useful  knowledge,  which  might 
be  turned  to  advantage  long  after  they  had  left 
this  school,  and  when  they  had  entered  upon  the 
laborious  an4  trying  duties  of  professional  practice* 

Thus  the  eskoatiom  here  given  was  practical  in 
all  its  bearings;  Hie  general  education  of  the 
student  was  net  of  course  directly  within  their 
controul ;  but  it  had  been  shown  that  it  should  be 
comprehensive,  m  order  to  suit  the  spirit  of  the  age, 
and  to  form,  a  proper  basis  for  the  professional 
knowledge  which,  mnst.be  reared  upon  it  There 
was  .nothing  .  but  the  diligent  accumulation  of 
feneral  and  pr^eaajonjd  knowledge,  according  to 
their  opportunities  and  abilities,  which  could  lead 
to  c««i0nt^usa^di«>o^ca^e  practice,  for  nothing 
else  could  create  thorough  independence,  and 
therefore  foatiff  anrabhorrence  of  all  the  acts  of 
puffing  and  quackery,  whether  evinced  in  the  hum- 
bugs of  the  day,  as  hydropathy,  homceopatby,  and 
mesmerism,  or  m  popular  displays  regarding  medi- 
cal science,  or  in  the  profession  of  secret  remedies  or 
the  boasted  discoveries  of  specifics.  In  one  or  other 
of  these  forms  it  was,  that  quackery  was  generally 
met  with,  and,  unfortunately  for  the  medical  body, 
it  was  to  be  found  both  within  as  well  as  without 
the  profession,  but  as.  had  been  well  said  on.  a 
similar  occasion  to  the  present,  ''whosoever  pretends 
to  skill  or  knowledge  which  he  does  not  in  his 
conscience  believe  that  be  possesses,  is  not  a  follower 
of  dippocrates,  Ijut  of  Paracelsus,  the  prince  of 
quacks,  andafter  0a  example  of  that  arch  protencfe* 
$*  putting  t>r&tf  felse  pretensions  k  general^ 
eejapW  with  the.  atoll  more  mean  and  vulgar  art  «f 


deprecatmgandtraduciiigotbors.  But  lethim  wfao 
thus  attempted  to  proclaim  himself  by  interested 
boasting  and  vain  display,  be  aware,  that  however 
he  may  deceive  for  a  moment  and  profit  temnonrJly 
by  his  deceit  and  vanity,  in  the  end  he  is  almost 
certain  to  be  exposed,  and  to  be  left  without  credit 
for  truth  or  honesty,  and  with  the  discredit  also  of 
contemptible  ignorance.** 

With  a  few  words  of  admonitioAsjand  warn* 
ing  to  the  students,  and  after  urging  them  te> 
attend  diligently  to  their  studies,  and  not  dhv 
appoint  the  expectations  of  their  friends  ami 
teachers,  he  concluded  by  saying,  that  as  for 
himself  and  colleagues,  whose  duty  it  was  te> 
instruct  them,  neither  zeal  or  assiduity  should  be) 
wanting  on  their  parts  to  render  the  ajiatotmcsl 
as  well  as  every  other  course,  as  efficient  and  usefuj 
as  possible,  and  equal  to  those  given  at  any  other 
provincial  school.  He  was  happy  to  be  able  to 
inform  them  that  at  present  they  had  ample  mean* 
for  prosecuting  dissection,  having  a  good  supply  of 
subjects.  At  all  times,  however,  it  should  be  held 
io  mind,  that  in  the  comprehensive  subjectatheyhad  t« 
teach,  the  best  and  most  accomplished  teacher*  at* 
still  students— stilljike  themselves,  learners,  the  onlj 
difference  being,  that  the  former  were  no  longer  bo 
ginnersjtrathad  made  some  progress  in  their  course,— 
so  that  imperfections  and  deficiencies  were  toacertanl 
extent  unavoidable.  The  lecture-room  was  not  the 
place  to  find  fault  in,  for  the  art  of  multAndmg 
was  an  accomplishment  easily  acquired,  and  the) 
peculiar  characteristic  of  a  sel&conceited  and  un- 
generous mind  j  but  it  was  their  duty  to  come  to  the) 
lecture  room  to  seek  instruction,  and  it  was  adntjr 
they  alike  owed  themselves,  their  parents,  and  melt 
teachers,  to  come  there  with  a  determination  to 
improve  themselves  and  to  be  instructed ;  for,  he  took 
it  for  granted,  none  came  but  those  who  wqeuretl 
instruction,  and  he  wished  and  urged  them  to 
be,  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word,  students."  It 
was  their  interest,  as  it  was  assuredly  their  duty,  d2T- 
gently  to  cultivate  professional  knowledge;  and 
whilst  they  thus  laboured  to  promote  their  own 
interests  and  happiness,  they  would  have  the  en- 
couraging idea  that  in  a  corresponding  degree  (bey 
tended  to  promote  the  happiness  of  others." 
1841. 


ON  THE  USE  OF  CHLORIDE  OF  LIME  IN 
FEVER. 

By  Conwat  T.  Edwards,  Esq., 

Surgeon,  Bath  Easton,  Bam. 

Most  persons,  and  all  medical  men,  are  acquainted 

with  the  domestic  purposes  for  which  the  solution  of 

the  chloride  of  lime  is  used.    Its  peculiar  property  ef 

desnoyiag  unpleasant  efflwia,  renders  ^partteeJarije; 

valuable  in  the  chambers  of  me  ah*, 

m  those  of  patients  *  suffering  from  cow 

Yet,  cteapt  in  oaesoMtavy  untune*  uemsmt*  I 

in  the  pages  of  *U*  periodical,  fan  is*  aft  a  i 

agent,  dots  not  appear  to  have 
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Spunging  the  surface  of  the  body  with  a  weakened 
solution ;  sprinkling  it  in  the  apartments,  and  ming- 
ling it  with  the  secretions. 

It  is  a  singular  fact,  that  notwithstanding  the  acknow- 
ledged powers  of  this  preparation  over  the  offensive 
effluvia  arising  from  external  causes,  no  account 
has  been  pnbthu)ed  of  its  effects  on  the  mucous 
surfaces  of  the  fauces,  stomach;  and  bowels  (whence 
such  effluvia^*  generated,  in  febrile  diseases,)  when 
internally  exhibited  ;  and  as  they  are  well  marked, 
fmhaps  I  stay  be  pardoned  for  introducing  the  subject 
to  the  notice  of  the  members  of  the  Association. 

Among  the  phenomena  attendant  on  febrile  diseases, 
the  putrefactive  fetor  of  the  breath  and  secretions,  is 
nt  once  characteristic  and  remarkable.  From  the 
commencement  of  the  attack,  to  the  termination  of  the 
disease,  whether  it  be  in  convalescence  or  in  death,  it 
Is  more  or  less  invariably  present ;  the  correction  of  this 
symptom  would,  therefore,  be  a  most  important  point 
gained  in  the  treatment  of  the  disease,  as  it  would 
appear  to  involve  with  it  In  destruction,  one  of  the 
note  Immediate  causes  to  which  the  violence  of  the 
attack  may  be  referred— namely,  a  morbid  condition 
Of  the  secerning  vessels.  To  attempt  to  check  a 
cause,  through  a  symptom,  does  not  appear  at  first 
sight  to  be  very  scientific,  yet,  if  a  curative  reflex  action 
result  from  such  a  mode  of  proceeding,  then  we  are 
Justified  in  appealing  to  the  symptom,  in  preference  to 
that  of  the  supposed  cause  or  causes.  The  solution  of 
the  chloride  of  lime,  when  given  internally,  immediately 
flestroys  this  symptom,  and  reacts  upon  its  cause,  for 
the  fetor  of  the  breath  is  directly  subdued,  and  within 
ft  short  period  the  fauces  lose  their  dryness,  and  the 
sjecretions  their  offensive  character.  These  would  be 
•ujj  important  points  gained,  were  nothing  more 
affected ;  but  the  good  does  not  rest  here.  By  the 
tOBtinued  correction  of  these  offensive  secretions,  the 
Vascular  surfaces  which  pour  them  out  are  made  to 
assume  a  healthy  action;  the  system  relieved  from 
the  poisonous  presence  of  these  exhalations,  rallies 
in  a  very  rapid  manner,  and  permits  a  generous  diet, 
with  corresponding  remedial  means,  to  be  used  much 
earlier  than  they  otherwise  would  be. 

That  a  great  portion  of  the  characteristic  and  justly 
dreaded  exhaustion  originates  from  the  poisonous 
atmosphere  which  is  evolved  from  the  patient,  and 
fiie  causes  that  produce  it,  is  evident  from  the  fact, 
that  a  rally  is  experienced  directly  the  system  is 
relieved  of  its  presence ;  and  therefore,  to  overcome 
this,  is  to  destroy  one  of  the  most  formidable  symp- 
toms with  which  the  practitioner  has  to  contend  in 
bis  treatment  of  typhoid  and  other  contagious  fevers. 
A  striking  instance  of  the  truth  of  these  observations 
will  be  found  in  the  following  case : — 

A  lady  attended  a  very  crowded  private  ball  last 
winter.  The  rooms  were  intensely  hot,  and  badly 
ventilated,  as  almost  all  the  apartments  of  private 
booses  are.  To  obtain  relief  from  the  oppressive 
armoephew,  she  seated  herself  near  an  open  door,  and 
partook  of  water-ice.  A  few  days  after  this  she  seat 
dor  aaa»  Symptoms  of  high  inflammatory  fever  being 
prolochloride  of  mercury,  scammony*  jalap* 
I  seia%  and  tartrate^of  antimony,  were  freely  ad- 
»w4tbahetractmofUcodtaiidablisterbe. 
sieve  daring  the  first  twenty 4our  hours, 
i  reduced  a  very  strong  and  rapid  poise  to 


90  ;  so  that  I  had  good  hopes  a  blue  pill  every  night,  a 
cathartic  draught  every  morning,  and  effervescing  medi- 
cine during  the  day,  with  tepid  sponging,  would  soon 
bring  the  complaint  to  a  favourable  issue.  But  in 
this  I  was  disappointed.  Towards  the  end  of  the  sixth* 
day,  whether  owing  to  the  gradual  increasing  nourish- 
ment, or  from  the  typhoid  character  which  hitherto 
had  as  it  were  lain  dormant,  but  was  now  developing 
itself,  the  throbbing  headach  returned  with  increased 
violence,  the  eyes  became  suffused,  and  the  face  assumed 
that  peculiar  reddish-brown  glow,  and  expression  of 
anxiety,  so  characteristic  of  synochus.  The  breath 
was  fetid,  the  pulse  110,  and  weak  $  and  the  alvine 
secretions  became  dark,  and  particularly  offensive. 
Leeches  were  applied  to  the  temples ;  cold  water  was 
poured  on  the  head,  and  ordered  to  be  drank  freely; 
the  whole  body  to  be  sponged  three  times  a  day  with 
a  weak  solution  of  the  chloride  of  limes  calomel  in 
small  doses,  combined  with  muriate  of  morphine  ;  a 
cathartic  draught  once  a  day,  (susneisntly  powerful 
to  carry  off  the  collected  secretions,)  and  antimoniai 
medicine,  was  the  treatment,  with  little  variation* 
during  the  succeeding  week.  The  .diet  was  tarinaceous. 
The  morphine  save  very  trenbfed  sleep  at  night, 
and  towards  the  end  of  the  week  occasional  deli- 
rium was  present;  the  breath  contused  foul;  tea 
faeces  black ;  but  the  pulse  never  rose  beyond  110,  nor 
sunk  below  100,  during  this  week.  The  question  of 
treatment  was  evidently  resolving  itself  into  one  of 
diet;  but  the  family  knowing  the  nature  of  typhus 
fever*  and  expressing  no  wish  for  further  advice,  I 
considered  it  best  to  feel  my  way  a  little  longer, 
before  the  plan  of  treatment  should  be  altered,  when 
an  accidental  dreutnstanee  determined  the  Hue  of 

desw,  having  thrown  the  aolalisn  of  the.  chloride  of 
lime  on  a  recent  evacuation  dnring  mjr  visit*  and  at 
once  destroying  its  efflnviyit  smnmdiatssy  occurred  to 
me,  that  if  the  solution  were  mingled  with  water,  and 
given  to  the  patient  instead  of  common  water,  a  simi- 
lar effect  would  be  produced.  Acting  directly  on  the 
thought,  a  tablespoonful  was  mixed  with  a  tumbler  of 
cold-water,  and  the  patient  requested  to  drink  a 
fourth  of  it;  the  breath  wa#  immediately  corrected* 
and  before  the  evening,  thevfsjcuaflsmnv  though  black* 
had  lost  their  characterised  odeor  *  4to 
unloaded  and  moist,  and  a  gentle  perspiration  per- 
vaded the  whole  body.  Ateigtoolenja^hasf  a  glass 
of  port  wine  in  warm  (water  was  given.  .  At  tea 
pun.,  a  grain  of  morphine*  and  fine  snsins  of  James's 
powder;  a  dose  of  castor  oil  ordered  in  the  nursing* 
and  the  chloride  of  lime  solution  as  a  diet  drink- 
Six  hours  comfortable  sleep  was  the  affect  of  this 
treatment,  and  on  awaking,  the  surface  of  the  bodf 
was  bathed  in  perspiration.  The  patient  progressed 
faboorably  until  the  end  of  the  week,  when  a  slight 
relapse  occurring,  the  solution  of  the  chloride  of  lime 
was  again  resorted  to,  which,  with  a  fittie  blue  pill  and 
carttaurtic  draught  for  a  few  mornings,  reduced  every 
unfavourabie  symptom. 

To  the  solution  of  the  chloride  of  lime,  may  be  fairly 
attributed,  the  reduction  of  this  fever,  both  ia  force 
and  duration.  Since  then,  t  have  administered  it  in 
of  half  an  ounce  toepforef  es/Vfsster,  in  sit 


benefit  to  the  patient.    Cases  of 


f 


as 


\/ 


pi.Ao^.JWultt^lW^a  biliowj,  o>ri«^frqm 
it,  _  fomg^KCttm^ofsomeof  lUmejpidn^omuitieej 
J  woojft  pot  tnsn  (t  to  be  inferred  that  i  regard  the 
solution  of  'the  chloride  c#  Bme  M  atpeciflc  tn  fern, 
$Ut  that  ade^nisteredby  a  nractitioner,  at  the  mcpient 
when  hit  Judgment  Aetna  It  necessary,  it  will  mate- 
naily  aaaiat  the, action  of  hie  other  remedies,  by 
immediately  gfestroylngone  of  the  meet  oppressing  and 
Obstinate  symptoms  which  attends  on .  all  febrile 
gjseases,  but  more  particularly  those  of  a  typhoid 
character.  .  . . 
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CAflfe  OF  LOOSE  CARTILAGE  IN  TUB  KNEE 
JOINT. 

9f  H*H*X  T***y,  Saoy.  WW-Sat  Snjpamn  to  the 

George  Richards,  aged  17,  wee  admitted  Into  die 
Northampton.  General  Infirmary  April  30,  1843, 
on  account  of  chrooie  pain  and  swelling  of  his 
tight  knee.  '  Be  said  that  he  had  injured  himself  by  a 
fall  on  the  fee  three  years  ago,  and  that  hb  knee  had 
been  getting  worae  ever  asnee.  He  waa  kept  in  bed, 
and  treated  by  eapping  and  Watering.  Daring  the 
progress  of  this  treatment,  an  aonte  attack  of  synovial 
mflsiamartoa  eame  on,  and  he  then  aaid  that  he  bad, 
two  or  three  timen  before,  suftred  a  slighter  attack  of 
aiffiUarpein,  which  had  paascdmY  in  a  few  days.  The 
present  attack  was  severe,  but  it  yielded  .to  active 
treatment  aaore  readily  than  eynovide  nanally  doe* 
*  On  carefully  examining  the  knee  after  tbi  pain  and 
availing  had  subsided,  a  loos*  cartilage  waa  diaoaveeed 
h*tbe  cavity  of  the  joint.  The  patient  aaid  ba  had  aaU 
this  for  several  aeonths,  and  had  considered  it  aa  the 
eauae  of  the  oceaaional  attache  of  pnin  which  he  had 
espenenoed.  Itaeeencdaleotohaivebeentbocstteof 
the  recent  ■  iqiuunasation,  which  waa  consequently 
systematic  rather  than  idiopathic*  and  I  thought  that 
it  waa  en  that  aoeonnt  perhaps  that  it  had  beenao 
eaaOy  subdued.  With eo  much  chronic  diaeaaeof  the 
Joint,  and  after  so  recent. an  attack  of  synovial  inflam- 
mation, itaeemed  doubtful  whether  or  not  it  would  be 
Justifiable  to  operate  for  the  removal  of  the  cartflage; 
but,  after  consultation*  it  waa  decided  upon  to  do  ao, 
and  I  waa  the  more  inclined  to  thiadedaion  from  the 
circumstance  of  the  patient  himself  being  very  anxious 
to  have  it  done*  He  new  thought  it  waa  the  chief 
circumstance  which  prevented  bjm  from  walking,  and 
fancied  that  he  eould  get  about  pretty  well  if  the  little 
moving  aubatance  were  taken  away.  It  seemed  dear 
also,  that  afthoughthere  might  be.  danger  from  the 
operation*  there  waa  at  least  an  equal  degree  of  danger 
m. allowing  a  source  of  irritation  to  remain  in  the 
jou*. 

•Jhe  ©peratkm  waa .  performed  August  29,  1843, 
and  the  substance  was  eaajly  .removed.  The 
mound  waa  drawn  together  by  one  stitch  and  a 
4fc»P  of  plaster,*  it  was  very  tightly  bandaged,  and 
thoroughly  wetted  with  cold  water.  The  hmb  waa 
put  in  a  straight  fracture  box,  a  lfttle  .elevated  above 
tyethjgh;  the  meet  perfect  state  of  rest  waa  enjojned, 
ajod  the  lowest  detection  of  diet.  I  saw  him  four 
£euis  after  the  operejjon,  and  found  him  ouite  com- 
Ip/iab^and  wUhon^oain;  but  I  thought  his  pulse 
w^anuin^ratbejr'tpomuch  up.,  It  had  increase^  both 
ip,atreiigth  and  freouensy  since  the  operation,  and  I 


fearea"  thatwkh  inch  a  circulation  (though  ■**«£* 
than  ninety  Jjs  a  minute)  "     "     "         -  -^«* 


would  probably  soon  take  place.    1.  \ 
thirty  ounces  of  blood  from  hu  arm,  B&gkfttik\ 
following  medicine*—  .  I  '    . 

Tartar  emetic         .    .    •    .    l*6^olaweaj^L 
Sulpna^e  of  magnesia     .   •    I  drachm. 
$a\ine  mixture    •'••••    i|  ounce. 
To  be  taken  every  four  hours. 

lima  fnMiajf  the  bandage  irnie  cnyanjltbej  wat_ajm|ii 

attract***,  a  bit M  awanted.hajagmr  out  oCmhottmaf 
«nw  JunLun  a  continual  dronaina*  ojLthnnart~. 

I)e  waa. .comfortable  in  the  evfmag,^n|iJfr,nujeo 
waa  much  subdued;  fhe  bowels  were  Jreejy  ogened^s 
ho,  waa  cnmfortatOe  again  the  next  mqmg)#&  i* 
fact,  )pd  no  unnleaaant  symptom  during  the^peciod/jff 
his',recoTery.  The  plaster  was  not  ta^en  off  lull  ,t^a 
tenth  dayafter  the  oneiadon,  when.it  xw^|aund  gifi 
the.wound  had  united  .by  the  not  mtac^on.  fnjfeajl, 
it  waa  .quite  beeied,  ex.ceptiag  the  little  apartant*.  pcca>r 
aioned  by  the  suture.  The  stitch  waa  taken  fwiynjnj 
in  tjwo  d>ys  more,  when  it  waa^Jpoked  at  again,,  it  ams> 
found  fiujte  well,  j  the  plaster  and  Jmmiami  wnmi  haft 
off, butj,he  limb  waa  atillkept  quiet {jn,,the  oox,|^ 
another  two  6>ya,  when  (that  is,  in  a  fortnight  aftaj 
the  operation)  all.  treatment  was  discoatiuned,  and  Jm 
moved  ahqut  freely  W  hiahe^L. 

He  W  t]ma  recovered,,  as  jEar(aa.U(e ^poaacnititamy 
and  the  Ojfcerajion  for  its  renioval  were  ^nyrrnjnd^amt 
theae  alone  it  ia  the  nnrnoae  of  thiacommu  i  ~iinsi  tn> 
tocxibe.  ButthereUefw>ichthnjiex)rme^ 
teceivefromUwope^atiemwaf  not  obtain^.  9^^jaf$ 
the  original  disease  f  till  a  barrier  tohiaa^tt^a^csj^ 
an4  this,  after  a  time,  went  t^uxmgh  .gie  c^aina^p; 
stages  of  scrofulous  diseaae  of  the  lame,  jofisj^ ,  jgt> 
strength  and  flesh  gave  way,  and  it  becaiw  po^nnujy 
to  remove  the  diseaae  by  amputation.  I  wouldoo)* 
remark,  that  the  absolute  rest,  {he  continned  annj^a* 
tion  of  cold  water,  and,  more  especially,  {he,  ^n  h^a. 
of  blood  a  few  hours  after  the  onenatiou,  aeeinod 
instrumental  in  preventing  the  effecta  which  anaprw 
times  arise  from  opening  into  the  knee  joint,  and  cent* 
dative  to  the  rapid  healing  of  the  wound. 
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DEATH  FROM  THE  IMPACTION  OF  A  POJU 
TION  OF  THE  BEARD  OP  BARLEY  UNDUt 
THE  TONGUE. 

TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AXQ 
8UE6ICAL  JODBNAL. 

Sin, 
The  foUo wing  case,  which  I  attended  with  tfr«,Feck« 
of  Newmarket,  is  one  which  you  may  perhapa  thimst 
worthy  of  a  place  in  your  journal. 
I  am  Sir, 

Yours  very  truly, 

W.H.  BANKING,  MJ>. 
Bury  Sc  Edmunds. 

J.  Q.,,  aged  17,  the  son  .of  .n  we#JAy  ftwnex^aamr 
Newmarket,  of  remarkably  loboat  ftaaae,  waa  jiat,aaan> 

lie  complained  o/.aoj*.  t^roa^ wj^dalbml^  mmmlmt 
the  tongue.    The  soft  nam  toeing  the,Jang,eidla^ 


ST^btiateo  ttattU. 


4* 


enquth  vera  much  engorged,  and  with  the  terniinatjQns 
«rtoiMtt^daeti  were  raised^*  iSi*^ 
tie  teeth  of  the  lo/rer  Jew.  Th*  feucee  were  sot  im« 
s/hcated.  Deglutition  wee  painful,  from  tneTdifficulty 
«xneiienced  in  mpring  the  tongue,  articulation  wee 
Impeded,  and4  there  wee  considerable  'fever.  "Upon 
staking  eaqnfry  siWAe  onset  of  the  compiamWit 
ssnjgsaiithat  c*  Wednesday,  the  96th,  while  engaged 

Sthe  mrm,  he  out  e  grain  of  barley  into  hie  month, 
th  a  portion  of  die  beard'  attached,  and  feeling  that 
ttptieMHaltteae^^  remOtW»t,bttt 

we»tie*e<*adea*t*athehed  ott  left  a  port***  stick- 
ing in  jAe  month.  He  felt  no  farther  uneasiness  until 
ijne  many,  when  his  throat  became  swollen,  and  fever 
eM  res*t^e»W'ettu*a\  Leeches  were  aftditil,  ftA- 
]pe*sd  by  a  btfeter,  and  the  Rowels  were  freely  acted 
upon  by  calomel  and  senna.  On  Sunday  the  swelling 
filnclfeaseo4,1  and  several  'deep  punctures  were*  therfe. 
sm%?e}etst  wfthu  bistoury,  in  taeneis^lKHferhood  of  the 
sjihtiaguaJ  ducts;  #0  appearance  of  the  barley  ?  haw  " 
could  he  discovered.  On  Monday  he  had  a  severe  rigor, 
mA  nl^pnJiVbfcthme  rapid  and  lost  power* ;  his  features 
game  collapsed.  Under  the  impression  thai 
had  formed,  the  part  was  again  punctured 
deeply,  but  without  giving  issue  to  pus.  As  the  symp« 
4tansrapTdry  Decame  more  severe,  I  was  sent  for  ted 
sse*  sir* Atonal  ksIT pent  eight,  nwm.  The  patient 
fjas  af  that  time  evidently  staking;  he  was  without 
pulse  at  the  wrist,  extremely  restless,  but  perfectly 
<cwlecfed.  Brandy  and  ainmoufa  were  ordered,  and 
Haifa  grain  of  morphia  wm.admtaistired  immediately, 
and  the  effects  sustained  by  smaller  doses  at  intervals. 
Be  became  more  quiet  under  this  treatment,  and  his 
fitm*  relied  for  a  short  time,  bnt  he  gradually  sank 
a^sd  dead  on  Tuesday. 
.  Jfytt-morten  examination  thirty  hours  after  death, 
in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Feck,  his  son,  and  myself. 
Jfeeoeapoeitfon  rapid;  the  neck  livid  and  puffed  up 
we*  emphysema;  hrajn  healthy,  bnt  aiiejbtly  con* 
fteated. 

Upon  cutting  into  the  neck,  the  cellular  tissue  was 
tan)*  to  be  dark,  and  filled  with  air.  Dissecting 
inwards,  through  the  genio-hyoid  muscles,  we  came  to 
a  gangrenous  abscess,  the  size  of  a  turkey's  egg.  The 
ggnW-hyogftesus,  and  Ungualis  muscles,  and  the  sub!* 
sfun*«c*thetongiBB,aa  Ht  back  as  the  epiglottis,  were 
converted  into  a  complete  putrUage.  In  the  centre  of 
this  mass  of  gangrene  was  found  a  portion  of  barley 
•*haw,*vor  beard,  an  inch  in  leugth. 


CASES  OP  STRANGULATED  HERNIA. 

THE  BD1TO*  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AMD 
SUEOICAL  JOURNAL. 


I  ^  to  forward  the  following  cases  of  strangulated 
Aernia  for 'insertion  in  your  useful  journal. 

I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  HENRY  BWBN,  M.R.C.&R 
.  J-ong  Sutton,  September  14, 1844. 

CAS*  I<~-WfBUNeWLAYED    VEXORAL    HERNIA 

relieved  by  o*ivm. 

Jtopb  1844.   At  the  request  of  my  friend,  Mr. 

Jftmm,  of v  Hblbeach,  t  visited  Stephen'  Alcock,  a 

teiaOeWef^yy,  retUhget  WhaAOde.  ftVhadhttb 


ifrforsonie'weekliwTlB'  bronchit^  t^  firtt  bttterv»i 
a  email'  swelfinl  In  hft  rfgnt  grain  on  the  4th  mat 
Mr.  flarron  sa#  him  on  toe  oth,  and  found  the  tumour 
to  be  hernia^  he '  succeed  in  redidnjj;  if  "  to  tft? 
satisfaction  t>ir  tae  man  himself,  he  dedaringit  to  W 
gone,"  and  ordered  the 'patient  calomei  and  salts. 
Wnen  t  *a#  him  in  the  evening  of  the  6th,  Ifdnndhini 
suffering  udder' the  symptoms  of  strangulated  bertfiaj1 
there  was  votadtiijg,  coflstfpation,  and'adthe  pain  in  fhY 
abdomen,  with  frequent'  and  smalPpnlie?  the  tutoour 
in  the  fcrofe  wat  atout  the  ste  cfr  a  Wa^tf  not  vetf 
tender,  and  noV  reducible-hy  the  taxis:  Hereebrutety 
refused  16  he  Operated  up*on,  and  we  therefore'  tuoufptr 
itf  besVtd  gite'bpiuui  fn  torbtty  larje  doses  a  fafrtffnT? 
fdur  grains  #ert'*Jlveft  forthwith,' aim*  thre%  doses  Of 
two  graina  each  ordered  every  two  hours* 

At  a  subsequent  period  I  learned  thai  the  sickness 
and other  sjtfnptbma  -were  rtSeved  by  the  ojdnaf 
'*  which  wei  continued  daring  tluV  daft,  with  occa* 
dottai  purges;  the  bow*ti  were  first  move*  oft  thcMeh 
of  Mat;  two  of  three  Usees  n-dajr aAerwarmV*  •> 
reported  t^'mf^NUTohf 

Cask  iiv— strangulated  femoral  hernia.; 

'OPERATION:  RECOVERY, 

Juneg7,l844»  About  half-paat  ten  p.m.  I  visited  Mca. 
Ibsen*  aged  $0,  the  mother  of  several  children,  whom  I 
found  to  be  suffering  under  symptoms,  of  strangulated 
hernia,  whicb  had  come  on  about  three  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon.  There  wa*  sickness,  hiccough,  constipation, 
pain  in  the  abdomen ;  pulse  very  small,  and  about  64. 
The  hernia  was  on  the  left  aide,  of  oval  figure,  the  long, 
axis  cotresponding  with  Poupart'e  ligament*  tense, 
tender,  and  about  the  sue  of  a  pulletf*  egg.  I  could 
not  reduce  it  by  the  taxis.  She  states  that  she  first 
observed  a  swelling  in  the  left  groin  about  two  yean 
ago,  but  has  never  been,  able  to  return  the  prolapsed 
part*  end  consequently  -has  not  been  able  to  wear  the 
comsaon  truss*  She  has  been  subject  to  paroxysms  of 
angina  pectoris  for  some  years  past,  and  during  the  past 
three  years  has  been  in  the  habit  of  taking  about  three 
grains  of  opium,  daily.  Ordered  four  grains  of  opium 
tobetaken4irect}y,  and  three  doses  of  two  grains  each 
every  two  hours  afterwards. 

28th.  The  sickness  and  pain  were  relieved  by  the 
opium  for  some  hours,  but  she  feels  the  sickness  to  he 
returning  this  morning ;  no  stool ;  the  tumour  is  more 
tender ;  taxis  unavailing.  I  explained  to  her  the 
nature  ef  the  complaint,  and  the  necessity  of  an  opera* 
tion  for  the  relief  of  it,  to  which  she  consented,  bnt  her 
husband  interposed  his  veto,  and  wished  an  enema  to 
be  tried,  Ac.  In  evening  she  was  much  relieved  in  all 
respects;  the  enema  was  followed  by  two  copious 
stools. 

29th.  Has  had  a  tolerable  night,  having  taken  her 
usual  dene  of  opium.  She  wished  me  to  give  net 
some  medicine.  The  tumour  in  the  same  state  as 
yesterday. 

Sulphate  of  magnesia       .       .    1  ounce. 
Citric  acid  .    1  drachm.     . 

Peppermint  water  «       •    8  ounces. 

One  ounce  and  a  half  to  be  taken  with  one  scruple  of 
hi-carbonate  of  pptaoj.fviry^threnjuflnui 
i  Evening.  The  medicine  immediately  rejected ;  aggrn« 
vatkm  of  all  her  symptoms;  belly  tense*  tender,  and 
trwoUen ;  pulse  very  weak  and  small ;  countenance 
I  again  urged  the  necessity  ^  of  an  opcratfe* 


321 


COLLNE  OF  CHEMISTRY. 


without  farther  delay,  which  wm  now  assented  to 
by  her.  husband,  and  earnestly  desired  by  the  patient. 
.  The  operation  wa»  performed  in  the  following  man- 
ner :— the  patient  being  placed  on  a  table,  her  shoulders 
supported  with  pillows,  and  her  feet  resting  on  a  box, 
the  firsf  incision  was  made  upwards  of  three  inches  in 
extent,  a  tittle  below  the  middle  of  the  swelling  and 
in  the  direction  of  Foupart's  ligament,   by  this  the 
akin  and  common  integuments  were  divided;  then 
mother  incision  about  two  inches  in  extent  was  made 
vertical  to  the  former  one;  the  angles  were  dissected 
beck;  next  the  superficial  fascia  waa divided  vertically 
the  length  of  the  swelling;  then  the  fascia  propria  was 
carefully  opened,  and  divided  on  a  director;  next  a 
small  opening  waa  made  into  the  sac,  when  several 
drachms  of  serous  fluid  escaped,  and  the  sac,  which 
waa  very  thin,  collapsed ;  it  was  also  slit  up  in  a 
similar  manner  on  a  director ;  a  portion  of  omentum, 
about  the  sis*  of  a  walnut,  and  of  a  dark  chocolate 
colour,  was  incarcerated.  Having  carefully  dilated  the 
stricture  at  the  neck  of  the  sac,  by  means  of  a  bent 
silver  director  and  hernia  knife,  I  sound  the  prolapsed 
pert  could  not  be  returned,  in  consequence  of  adhesion 
to  the  neck  of  the  sac  on  the  iliac  side ;  having  torn 
through  these  by  the  cautious  and  gentle  use  of  the 
director,  the  omentum  spontaneously  retired  into  the 
abdominal  cavity*  There  was  thes  a  further  escape  of 
serous  fluid  from  the' cavity  of  the  abdomen-.    On 
introducing  the  point  of  my  little  Anger  through  the 
crural   ring^   the  omentum  was  found  free  in  its 
natural  cavity.    The  wound  was  dressed  in  the  usual 
manner,  and  the  patient  placed  in  bed. 

Ordered  four  grains  of  *  opium  directly.  At  ten  p.m., 
I  found  her  comfortable ;  pulse  84,  and  very  email. 

50th.  Half-past  nine,  a.m.  She  expresses  herself 
as  greatly  relieved;  she  has  had  eight  or  ten  stools;  the 
abdomen  is  free  from  pain  or  tenderness,  moreover, 
the  distention  noticed  yesterday  hes greatly  decreased; 
countenance  cheerful;  tongue  clean;  pulse  eighty- 
four,  weak  and  small.  Ordered  two  grams  of  opium 
to  be  taken  every  four  hours. 

July  1st.   Going  on  favourably ;  no  motion  since 
yesterday  morning.    To  have  a  common  enema,  and 
continue  the  opium  every  four  hours. 
*  Evening.     The   enema   brought  away  a  healthy 
evacuation. 

5th.  Going  on  favourably  in  all  respects;  tongue 
clean ;  bowels  rather  confined ;  pulse  60,  and  very 
small.  To  take  the  aperient  medicine  ordered  on  the 
29th  ult.,  and  the  two  grains  of  opium  every  six  hours. 
The  wound  was  dressed  and  the  sutures  removed  ;  the 
greater  part  has  united  by  the  first  intention. 

6th.  Has  had  agood  night,  and  feels  very  comfortable; 
has  had  two  rather  costive  but  not  copious  stools.  To 
Have  a  common  enema. 

Evening.     Quite   comfortable ;  the   bowels :  have 
been  freely  relieved. 
14th.    Convalescent. 

18th  Down  stairs  yesterday ;  bears  the  pressure  of 
a  truss  very  weB. 


PROVINCIAL 

JHefticsl  &  ftttrfUal  ^ottrwaL 

WEDNESDAY,  OCTOBER  21,  1844. 


When  a  question  of  momentous  importance  en- 
gages the  attention,  whether  of  individuals  or  of 
associated  bodies,  other  subjects  of  less  general  or 
less  immediate  interest  are  sometimes  liable  to  be 
overlooked.  Some  weeks  back  a  prospectus  for  the 
establishment  of  a  College  of  Chemistry  waa  for- 
warded to  us,  of  which  earlier  notice  ought  to  hare 
been  taken ;  but  the  discussions  which  have  arisen 
respecting  the  Medical  Bill,  and  the  absorbing  inte- 
rest of  the  questions  connected  with  it,  have  hitherto 
prevented  ns  from  giving  attention  to  the  proposals 
It  is  however  a  proposition  which  is  deserving  of 
every  encouragement,  and  we  are,  accordingly^ 
desirous  of  introducing  it  to  the  favourable  notice 
of  our  readers. 

With  the  public  attention  widely  awake  to  the 
value  of  the  recent  chemical  researches  carried  on 
at  the  school  of  Giessen,  it  is  unnecessary  to  urge 
at  this  time  the  importance  of  acquiring,  for  medi- 
cal as  well  as  for  general  purposes,  a  practical 
knowledge  of  the  processes  of  chemical  analysis. 
Whatever    difference  of  opinion  there  may  be 
respecting  the   views  of  the  head  of  that  school, 
Professor  Liebig,  and  we  are  ourselves  for  from 
thinking  that  in  the  explanation  of  the  function 
of  the  living  organism,  whether  in  health  or  dis- 
ease, these  views  are  to  be  received  either  indiscri- 
minately, or  without  being  in  every  case  subjected, 
to  the  most  severe  scrutiny,  no  one  will  be  found 
to  question  the  deep  interest  which  attend!  bis 
methods  of  inquiry,  and  the  importance  of  acquiring 
just  notions  of  their  value.    Before  however  tins 
scrutiny  can  be  entered  into,— before  the  experience 
of  other  sufficiently  qualified  and  unbiassed  ob- 
servers  can  be   brought  to   bear,  the  practical 
qualifications  for  the  task  must  be  attained;  while  a 
for  different  course  of  instruction  in  the  principles 
and  science  of  Chemistry,  and  in  the  application  of 
them  to  analytic  processes,  than  that  usually  foe- 
lowed  at  our  Universities,  Colleges,  and  schools, 
becomes  necessary  for  the  student. 

We  believe  that,  at  this  time,  no  sufficient  pro- 
vision for  the  acquirement  of  that  ftdlit/  in 
analysis  which  practice  alone  can  give,  exfcis  in 
any  establishment  in  this  country;  and  when  fit  it 
borne  »  mind  that,  without  entering  into  ****•»• 
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adoration  of  numberfees  instances  a  which  ebo 
:  misain^oi**^  are  emptor*!  /b£gtfer4'?»spo*e«, 
etery  ptsjctkioiiev  of  medicine  it  flattf  ta*e  called 
upon  to  perform  difficult  analyses,  not  only  for  the 
successful  investigation  of  many  forms  of  disease, 
but  for  the  purpose  of  eliciting  the  truth  in  judicial 
investigations,  in  which  the  liberty  and  the  life  of 
a  fellow  creature  are  often  at  stake,  there  is  little 
need  of  argument  to  influence  the  medical  profes- 
sion in  support  of  such  an  institution  as  a  college 
of  chemistry. 

From  the  prospectus  we  learn  that  the  proposed 
college  is  intended  to  be  mainly  devoted  to  pure 
science,  but  that  "  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  this 
country,  and  to  adopt  the  latest  improvements  in 
the  continental  schools,  an  appendage  will  be  pro- 
vided devoted  to  economic  arts,  where  the  inquiries 
relating  to  pharmacy,  agriculture,  and  other  arts 
may  be  pursued." 

The  institution  will  embrace — 

"  1st  ,<  A  laboratory*  (as  designed  by  Sir  H. 
Davy)  for  original  investigations,  and  for  extend- 
ing the  boundaries  of  this  most  important  national 
science,  on  the  model  of  the  Giessen  Laboratory, 

"  2nd  •  A  College*  for  the  instruction  of  stu- 
dents in  analysis  and  scientific  research,  upon  such 
terms  as  to  encourage  young  men  of  talent  and 
scientific  taste  to  apply  themselves  to  Chemistry, 
and  for.  qualifying  public  lecturers  and  teachers. 

41  3rd.  Departments  for  the  application  of  Che. 
mbtry  to  especial  purposes,  as  Agriculture,  Geo- 
logy, and  Mineralogy,  by  the  analysis  of  soils, 
rocks,  &c. ;  to  Medicine,  Physiology,  and  the  Arts. 

"  4th.  The  employment  of  such  means  as  may 
appear,  expedient  to  the  Council  for  encouraging 
and  facilitating  the  pursuit  of  Scientific  Chemistry 
throughout  the  country,  and  for  making  it  a  branch 
of  general  education.'* 

It  is  unnecessary  to  say  more  in  favour  of  the 
proposal.  From  the  names  of  the  distinguished 
noblemen  and  gentlemen  who  form  the  Provi- 
sional Council,  among  whom  we  observe  Sir  James 
Clark,  Professors  Gumming,  Daubeny,  and  W. 
Gregory,  Drs.  John  Davy,  and  Forbes,  and 
others  well  known  to  science;,  there  can  be  little 
doubt  that  the  College  will  ultimately  be  estab- 
lished, and  if  well  conducted,  will  meet  whb  that 
encouragement  and  support  whjcb  such  an  institu- 
tion so  justly  deserves. 


AUsattNOtfAM  PAWOUMftCAL  i 
September  7, 1844. 
James  Russell  Jun.,  Esq.,  in  the  Chair. 
asphyxia:  ronxiox  aonxss'.tjrxna  labyhxamb 

TBACPSA. 

Mr.  RUnugteo  brought  before  the  soeitty  a  larva* 
taken  from  a  ehfld  who  had  died  very  suddenly  Aon 
asphyxia,  with  a  screw  an  inch  and  a  half  long,  and 
slightly  cawed,  firmly  Impacted  ia  it;  and  he  gave 
the  following  paieioulars  of  the  ease  :— 

Mm.  Moretsn's  •ciild,  abort  17  months  old,  a  fine, 
heahfaf  boy,  was  paying  abac*  with  a  young  gentle 
man  of  whom  be  was  very  fond ;  and,  oa  the  yeans; 
men  leaving  the  house,  the  child  cried  alter  him,  anuY 
went  iato  a  passion,  as  it  was  thought*  end  was  almost 
immediately  seized'  with  struggling  for  breath,  and1 
died  in  a  lew  minutes.  On  making  a  yet!  mwtmm 
examination,  we  found  the  long*  vary  mush  congest  sd, 
•ad  a  small  quantity  of  serum  in  each  sMe  of  the 
tkereac.  The  abdominal  viscera  were  healthy.  91m 
larynx  and  trachea  were  removed,  and,  on  examining  the 
neper  part  of  the  huryax,  a  foreign  body  was  found  to- 
be  firmly  impacted,  which  proved  to  be  an  Iron  screw, 
commonly  called  a  wood  screw,  about  an  inch  and  a 
half  in  length,  being  a  little  bent  or  curved,  occupy* 
mg  the  whole  of  the  -glottis,  and  extending  some  way 
•down  the  larynx*  it  was  with  diftcnlty  drawn  oat.' 
The  bead  waanot  enamiaed ;  the  hands  and  met  were 
very  dars>coleored j  the  nana  nearly  purple;  the 
sides  of  the  neek  and  feee,  and  the  ears,  were  very 
dark-coloured. 

Mr.  Elkington  mentioned  a  case  in  which  a  few 
years  ago  he  witnessed  the  sudden  death  of  a  child 
from  asphyxia,  in  consequence  of  a  crumb  of  bread, 
•the  size  of  a  pea,  getting  into  the  larynx. 
'  Mr.  Walter  Freer  mentioned  a  case  somewhat  simi- 
lar, in  which  a  little  boy  had  a  plum  stone  with  a  hole 
in  it  fixed  in  the  trachea,  which  caused  a  whistling  as 
the  air  passed  through  it  in  respiration.  He  died  in 
the  hospital,  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Stokes,  of  Dublin. 

UTKBIKB  KAMOanHAGB:   ADHRSIOW  OF  A  POXTIOIC 
OV  TBB  PLACUNTA. 

Mr.  Elkington  then  presented  to  the  society  a  uterus, 
taken  from  a  woman  who  had  died  of  hemorrhage 
from  the  uterus,  in  which  there  wss  a  portion  of  the 
placenta  adhering  to  the  fundus  and  side,  nearly  as/ 
large  as  the  top  of  a  wine-glass.  The  following  parti* 
cnlars  of  the  case  were  given : — 

Louisa  Tomkinson,  aged  22,  was  admitted  an  out* 
patient  of  the  Lying-in  Hospital,  August  3, 1844.  She 
had  had  three  children.  She  says  she  was  confined 
Tuesday,  July  9th,  nearly  four  weeks  since.  She  had 
rather  a  quick,  but  sharp  labour.  The  placenta  wee 
expelled  in  about  five  minutes  after  the  child  was 
born.  There  was  considerable  hemorrhage  after  the 
expulsion  of  the  placenta,  and  she  remained  very  faint 
for  two  or  three  hours.  About  two  months  before 
her  confinement  she  lost  half  a  pint  of  blood  from  the 
rupture  of  a  varicose  vein  in  the  leg.  She  bad  two- 
falls  during  her  pregnancy ;  once  she  fell  noon  the 
abdomen.  She  continued  tolerably  well  till  the  tenth 
day.  She  then  had  rigorsVlbflowed  by  pain  and  sick* 
neat,  which  was  relieved  by  leeches,  Ac.  She  has  had 
a  constant  discharge  since  her  confinement^  and  nearly 
every  day  some  hemorrhage.     The  discharge  lire* 
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tstate-rfulse  130  and  very  feeble;  the  looks 
pale  and  exsangulneous ;  there  Is  fulness  and  tender* 
nustas^lstobieBy,  bnt  no  enlargement  of  thmterus 
to  be  feh  externally;  pain  in  the  beck ;  cedemaofthe 
feeree4tey;theiin^iee^andf^uyefyiiaiieatoee; 
stfaatcold. 

nginana.    Oa  uteri  open  ansa* 

r  fcelUwts*  finger  to  pern  throtigh  it.    Having 

the  finger  through  the  oa  atari  a 

could  ha  jutr  touched,  bnt  ita 

not  he  •acartaincd.    Sea  was  ordered  te 

i  with  tioctara  of  opiem,  enact  with. 
«h*n^bsea«y,&c, 

1 Mfi  i  paaatd  a  food  nighty  da«hargooo». 
I  not  qnite  eaprotea)  in  oto  respects  about 
The  diaahaife  increaaing  in  Che  comae  of 
the  day,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  ping  the  vagina. 

fab*  Moon  the  same,  very  faint  and  low;  pulse  very 
•cpetsk  and  laahla ;  there  ia  an  oonmg  of  leroni  field 
aVon  the  vagina,  although  the  peonage  is  well  plugged  $ 
aha  snacharge  snnnw  to  aoak  through  the  ping  An  old 
ejtk  handkerchief  was  need  for  that  purpose, 
turn,  Sinking.  She  died  on  the  7th. 
Pmhmortm  appearances*  The  viscera  generally 
went  blanched;  the  uterus  about  the  natural  siae,  but 
very  pale.  On  cutting  open  the  uierua  there  woe 
aaund  a  portion  of  the  placenta  adhering  to  the  fundus 
and  side,  nearly  aa  large  as  the  top  of  a  wine-glass. 

In  connection  with  this  case  I  would  mention  that  I 
hare  had  several  cases  of  abortion  at  the  third  or 
fourth  month,  where  the  placenta  remained,  in  one  or 
tiro  instances,  for  nearly  a  month,  without  causing 
flooding  or  any  bad  symptom,  and  in  these  cases  ft 
never,  as  far  as  I  could  ascertain,  was  expelled.  The 
patients  all  recovered  without  a  bad  symptom. 
'  In  cases  of  retention  of  the  placenta  after  abortion,  it 
is  probable  hemorrhage  is  prevented  by  the  entire 
adhesion  of  the  placenta  ;  when  a  partial  separation 
tales  place,  more  or  less  flooding  necessarily  occurs, 
and  this  is  likely  to  be  more  copious  towards  the  end  of 
gestation,  from  the  greater  calibre  of  the  vessels  of  the 
sflurne  and  placenta  at  that  period.  It  has  been  men- 
tioned in  the  ease  of  Tomkinaon,  that  the  discharge 
won  snreus— nearly  colourless.  I  have  noticed  a 
similar  discharge  occurring  to  a  considerable  extent 
very  noon  after  delivery  at  the  full  period,  and  have 
been  several  times  much  perplexed  by  it.  The  patient 
has  complained,  perhaps  in  an  hour  after  delivery,  of 
foaling  ifciot,  and  of  having  a  copious  discharge.  On 
requesting  the  nurse  to  ascertain  if  there  was  any 
flooding,  aha  has  reported  that  there  was  not ;  still  the 
patient  has  complained  of  feeling  trtry  now  and  then 
acojutderabkgush,  and  after  carefully  examining  the 
napkins  and  making  an  occular  examination,  I  have 
been  assured  that  there  was  a  copious  draining  of  a 
nearly  colourless  discharge,  consisting  of  the  watery  or 
serous  part  of  the  blood.  This  watery  dswbarge  peon* 
(sales  4be  patient  nearly  as  rapidly  as  the 


10  n» 


Sift, 


CIA* 


A*sV 


SUnjsjitT  xosjnjf a*. 


The  subject  On  Whieh  I  take  the  liberty  of  address* 
iag  you. has  so  frequently  occupied  more  able  pens 
then  mine,  that  I  (ear  it  may.  be  considered  somewhat 
like  presumption  on  my  part  to  add  my  crude  notions 
to  the  opinions  already  propounded;  but  on  a  subject 
so  near,  and  deer  to  us  all,  I  trust  I  shall  obtain  your 
indulgence  for  thus  intruding  on  your  valuable  space. 
.  In  these  days  of  so  called  "Reform,"  when  it  is 
threatened  by  a  legislative  enactment  to  overturn  the 
already  amis  harriers  that  protect  the  medfcal  man,  and 
to  throw  a  liberal  profession  open  to  every  uneducated 
and  impudent  pretenner,  it  behoves  us  to  be  united,  to 
cast  asMe  the  paltry  heart-burnings  and  petty  dif- 
ferences which  too  often  separate  us  widely  from  one 
another,  and  to  combine  heart  and  hand  in  one  com* 
mon  cause— that  of  maintaining  our  independence  and 
lespactability.  The  pubHo,  I  doubt  not,  would  speednY 
discover  that  it  was  better  to  entrust  their  Uvea  in  the 
hands  of  men  who  have  given  proofs  of  their  com- 
petency before  legally-constituted  boards,  than  to 
place  their  confidence  in  the  bold  and  vain  boastings  of 
the  empiric  and  the  pretender. 

The  noble  scheme  of  founding  a  school  for  the 
liberal  education  of  the  sons  of  medical  men,  first  sug- 
gested ft |  that  excellent  philanthropist,  Mr.  Martin,  of 
Reigate,  is  indeed  well  worthy  of  the  heart  of  the  pro- 
jector, and  sincerely  do  I  hope  and  trust  the  proposal 
wiU  be  warmly  supported,  and  that  a  scheme  con- 
ceived in  such  a  pure  spirit  of  benevolence  will  meet 
with  speedy  success.  But  may  1  be  pardoned  if  I 
humbly  suggest  we  should  not  stop  here.  Bow  many 
medical  men  are  there  in  this  country  whose  limited 
practice  and  scanty  means  scarcely  suffice  them  to  main* 
tain  an  outward  appearance  of  respectability,  and  whose 
illness  or  death  would  probably  involve  their  families 
in  all  the  miseries  of  destitution.  They  cannot  aford* 
from  their  narrow  income,  to  pay  the  high  premiums 
required  by  the  life-insurance  Offices ;  and  the  various 
local  medical  societies,  however  admirable  in  them- 
selves, are  much  too  limited  in  all  ways  to  be  of  per- 
manent benefit  to  the  large  number  requiring  assistance. 
Would  it  not  then  be  possible  to  devise  some  plan 
which,  with  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  whole  pro- 
fession, would  ensure  to  the  family  of  every  regularly 
admitted  medical  man,  requiring  our  aid,  that  assist- 
ance which  they  have  a  right  to  expect  at  our  hands  ss 
members  of  a  liberal  profession  ?  Surely  we,  of  aU 
others,  should  lend  a  willing  ear  to  the  dictates  of 
charity. 

It  ia  proposed  in  the  registration  clause  of  8b 
James  Graham's  Bill  that  every  phyaiciaatt  shall  pay 
the  sum  of  five  pounds,  and  every  surgeon  two  pounds, 
in  order  to  defray  the  expenses  attendant  on  bringing 
forward  the  new  measure,  that  is  to  say  (as  the  Tfstet 
no  justly  remarks),  a  fine  of  about  £70,000  is  to  he 
levied  on  a  needy  profession  to  defray  expenses  that 
can  never  exceed  jftfoo.  I  would  beg  to  suggest,  in  sU 
hiunslisy,  that  instead  of  this  fine,  lor  it  deserves  no 
other  name,— "  a  fine  the  law  iinneses  on  cocsae- 
tency,M— that  a  small  yearly  payment  should  be  re- 
qufcrcd  of  every  medical  practitioner  who  waste  to  It 
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.continued  on  the  register*  ^  siusH  sum  wosnd  ssje^e, 
W^«WVK}  and  that  the  whose  MW»t  tews 
obtained  should  be  exclusively  devoted,  «***  ^ 
<me7^mrntofaoQnMnttco,tot^rsq^ 
of  deceased  medical  men,  or  of  any  regular  praeti- 
tionere,  who  from  long  illness  or  unavoidable  mav 
fortune,  may  require  its  aid.  The  medical  man  in 
affluent  circumstances  would,  I  am  confident,  be  only 
too  find  to  be  thus  the  Instrument  of  conferring 
benefits  on  his  more  needy  brethren ;  and  t  belieye  the 
poor  man  Would  also  not  unwUHngry  comply  with  tie 
regulation,  confident  that  he  was  contributing  to  a 
certain  fund  that  would  assuredly  be  ready  to  render 
fts  assistance  in  the  hour  of  adversity  and  death.  R 
requires,  1  before,  but  little  calculation  to  prove  that 
the  funds  so  raised  would  be  amply  sufficient  to  meet 
every  expense. 

I  trust  you  will  pardon  the  liberty  I  hate  thus  taken 
in  occupying  so  -much  of  your  valuable  space,  nod  sin* 
eesafty  hc^  the  importance  of  the  subject  will  be  my 
bestapolagy. 

I  hare  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  moat  obedient  servant, 
EDWARD  YOUNG,  MJRXiP.,  Dublin. 

October  8,  1*44. 


\      StWREY  BENEVOLENT  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

tO  TH«  EDITOR  OF  THR   PROVINCIAL  MX^ICAL  A3* 
SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 
SIB, 

.  Haring  assisted  in  the  management;  of  the  "  Surrey 
Benevolent  Medical  Society*'  from  its  origin,  thirty 
two  years  ago,  to  the  present  lime,  Upfesaedm 
allow  me  to  supply  a  few  corrections  and  omissions  in 
Mr.  Newnham's  statement  respecting  it. 

When  this  Society  was  first  thought. of,  we  consi- 
dered that  we  could  not  do  better  than  foUoWtfa  J» 
great  measure,  the  example  of  the  Society  in  London* 
"  for  the  benefit  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  medical 
men,"  founded  by  Dr.  Squire,  Dr.  Denman,  and  Mr^ 
Chamberlain.  With  the  latter  gentleman,  as  Secre- 
tary, I  had  much  correspondence.  We  adopted  their 
rules  as  to  receipts  and  payments  j  but  after  a  time 
fearing  $he  fate  which  bad  attended  similar  societies, 
that  of  becoming  at  no  distant  day,  insolvent,  we 
altered  the  rules,  so  as  not  to  bind  ourselves  to  give 
specific  sums,  but  such  aa  the ,  fund  could  afford,  or 
what  the  necessities  of  the  case  demanded. 

The  subscription  of  a  pound  twice  a  year,  for  twenty* 
five  years,  with  a  fine  of  three  pounds  on  admission, 
may  be  compounded  for  by  a  payment  at  once,  of 
twenty-three  pounds,  constituting  the  subscriber  a 
member  for  life;  or  at  sny  future  tune,  by  one  pay- 
ment, according  to  a  certain  scale,  approved  by  an 
eminent  actuary.  At  first,  we  invited  subscriptions 
from  our  affluent  friends  out  of  the  profession.,  but  for 
many  years  we.  have  contented  ourselves  with  the  eon* 
titrations  of  our  pipfcsiioanl  friends.  Aa  yet,  we 
have  had  but  two  frmiiica  Copcadoan  upon  us  tone,  a 
endow  and  her  daughter, and  the  ether,  e-weiow  wish 
nine,  children.  These  we  hare  assisted  in  a  degree 
Qujte  equal,  endow*  than  tonal  to  their  expect* 
tions;  and  they  have  repeatedly  atpessedtthemsatos 
in  gcateiultarms  accordingly* 
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dfality,  that!  dare  nay  we  shall  have  no  osjecston  s» 

Mr  Newpham  nailing  us  «  An  Ainicahte  f 

I  could  have  wished  to  have  given  you-  j 

of  tins  8o*ae*y,  but  speee  m  the  Jetf-*«Ji»et~ 
at  the  present  moment.    I  wsttthssoi 
tee  conclude,  with  the  expression  of  my  wish  to  ds> 


Mr.NewnnamoaaU 
dally  in-teseseaee  to  the  Benevolent  Fund. 
I  remain,  Sir, 

Your  faithful  cerveni, 

THOBdAS  MAbYHN. 
Reigate,  October  15, 1844. 


ILLUSTRATIONS  OF  THE  EFFECTS  OP     • 
QUACKERY. 

to  the  1dit0r  ov  tbi  provincial  medical  anb 
surgical  journal. 
Sir, 
A  medical  impostc^^-certainly  too  contemptible  lor 
notice  were  it  not  for  the  direful  conaeqnences  of  hit 
ignorance  and  presumption-— baa  lately  visited  this 
neighbourhood,  and  I  beg  leave  to  submit  to  you,  in  an 
brief  a  manner  as  possible,  the  following  facts  illus- 
trative of  his  misdoings.  They  appear  to  me  to  have 
an  intimate  bearing  on  the  question  now  undergoing 
agitation :— Whether  the  present  feeble  restrictions 
against  empirical  pretenders  which  are  imposed  by  the 
Apothecaries'  Act,  can  with  any  degree  of  safety  be 
further  relaxed?  I  profess  to  be  no  very  sanguine 
medical  reformer,  and  quite  accord  in  the  sentiment 
adopted  by  our  most  worthy  and  respected  President, 
in  the  following  couplet  :— 

"  How  many  ills  the  race  of  men  endure 

That  Kings  and  Uws  can  neither  cause  nor  cure  " 

Tet  whoever  can  read,  but  more  particularly  have  to 
deal  with  such  instances  of  mal-practice  as  the  fol- 
lowing, and  still  persuade  bis  mind  that  legislative) 
mterfeience  is  contrary  to  all  sound  policy,  and  should 
not  be  attempted,  can  surely  have  but  a  very  inade» 
quate  idea  of  the  amount  of  evil  and  misery  engen* 
fared,  by  the  simple  and  credulous  being  constantly 
exposed  to  the  designing  knavery  of  such  charlatan* 
and  impostors. 

Case  iv-A.  N„  aged  SI,  *  farmer's  daughter* 
usually  Wcxunmg  and  bealthy,  was  seined  with  sysap* 
tome  of  inflammation  of  the  bowels.  She  was  from 
home  at  the  time  of  seisurc,  and  a  medical  man  wet 
called  in,  who  attended  her  till  »>e  was  sumoienlfr 
restored  to  permit  of  removal  home.    After  a  km 


«tt 


ILLUSTRATION*  OF  QUACKERY. 


days,  not  piugresning  in  convalescence  to  the  satis- 
faction of  her  friends,  a  lately  imported  professor  was 
consulted,  who  promised  a  speedy  cure,  the  only 
thing,  in  his  opinion  retarding  recovery  being  weak- 
ness, a  point  to  which  the  friends  readily  assented. 
Some  sort  of  a  medicament  was  sent,  with  directions 
that  it  should  be  mixed  with  one  tablespoonful  each 
of  rum,  brandy,  and  gin ;  surely  an  imposing  com- 
pound to  communicate  strength!  The  dose  I  never 
learned.  This  happened  on  Thursday,  on  which  day 
I  afterwards  learned  that  she  was  able  to  sit  up  and 
•ten  walk  across  the  room.  On  Saturday  forenoon  I 
was  requested  to  visit  her.  I  found  her  in  bed  in  a 
fury  restless  state,  suffering  much  from  acute  stitches 
both  in  the  thorax  and  abdomen,  the  latter  being  hard 
and  swollen;  the  breathing  was  very  short;  intellect 
entire;  face  highly  flushed  and  covered  with  pers- 
piration ;  surface  of  the  body  very  hot ;  pulse  17 0  and 
upwards.  In  short,  her  state  was  such  as  I  never 
before  witnessed  in  a  patient  on  the  point  of  death, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  she  was  under  the  influence  of 
the  stimulating  compound  previously  alluded  to.  My 
duty,  of  course,  consisted  in  apprizing  the  friends  of 
her  speedy  dissolution,  an  announcement,  received 
with  the  most  poignant  grief.  She  died  during  the 
evening,  about  one  month  from  the  commencement  of 
ber  attack. 

Case  ii. — An  aged  woman,  who  had  long  suffered 
from  a  tumour  in  the  axillary  region,  consulted  this 
same  surgical  authority.  She  had  previously  'sub- 
mitted herself  to  different  medical  men,  who  appear  to 
hare  been  unanimous  in  regarding  the  case  as  hope- 
less, and  deemed  all  active  interference  injudicious. 
Not  so,  however,  her  fresh  adviser,  who  ventured  to 
make  a  n  opening  into  the  tumour,  which ,  brought  on 
hemorrhage  that  soon  terminated  her  earthly  career. 
This  patient  I  never  saw,  but  I  give  the  statement  as 
reported  to  me  by  competent  witnesses. 

Cass  hi.— This  morning,  September  26th,  I  have 
just  returned  home,  after  having  witnessed  the  last 
moments  of  a  fine  young  lad,  aged  17,  who  died  in  the 
most  alarming  tetanic  convulsions.  About  a  week 
ago,  whilst  amusing  himself  jn  the  garden  with  a  pop- 
gun,  fixed  upon  a  frame  of  wood,  it  exploded  irregu^ 
laxly,  and  the  result  was  a  lacerated  cut  across  the 
palm  of  the  left  hand*  He  applied  to  a  medical  man, 
who  treated  him  for  a  few  days,  when  he  was  persuaded 
to  apply  to  the  same  itinerant  professor*  This  worthy 
bound  up  the  hand  with  emplatt.  rob^  spread  upon 
leather,  and  in  addition,  applied  a  strong  compress  to 
the  wrist,,  with  the  view,  as  he  alleged,  of  keeping  it  in 
its  place.  The  wrist  was  very  prominent  posteriorly, 
arising  from  a  tonic  contraction  of  the  flexors  of  the 
forearm,  induced,  no  doubt,  by  the  irritation  of  the 
wound.  The  patient  was  also  furnished  with  a  stimu- 
lating liniment,  to  keep  down  the  swelling  of  the  arm. 
Late  in  the  evening  of  the  eighth  day  from  the  occur- 
rence of  the  accident,  I  was  requested  to  visit  him.  I, 
found  him  labouring  under  decided  tetanus  in  the  most 
acute  form.  It  commenced  about  four  o'clock  of  the 
tame  day.  The  pain  and  convulsive  movements  first 
seized  the  affected  arm,  next  the  muscles  of  the  neck; 
and  Jaw,  and  then  the  whole  body.  He  experienced 
very  short  intervals  of  ease  from  the  convulsive 
paroxysms,  which,  he  stated,  originated  each  time 
the  injured  hand.    The  treatment  recommended 


by  the  highest  authorities  was  had  recourse  to,  but 
the  onward  course  of  the  disease  defied  all  obstacles. 
Opisthotonos  came  on  in  the  course  of  the  night,  and 
at  length  pleurosthotonos,  the  body  being  inclined  to 
the  injured  side.  He  expired  about  half-past  ten 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  in  a  paroxysm  of  the  most 
agonising  convulsions. 

Cask  it.— A.  H.,  aged  30,  had  laboured  under 
caries  of  the  sacrum  for  more  than  twelve  months. 
Her  friends  were  induced  to  submit  her  to  the  treat- 
ment of  this  individual.  He  made  light  of  the  case, 
and  elated  her  friends  with  the  prospect  of  a  speedy 
cure.  In  a  few  weeks  her  husband  came  down  to 
request  my  attendance.  I  found  her  mst  progressing 
towards  her  end ;  and  a  few  days  sufficed  to  number 
her  with  the  dead.  The  kind  of  treatment  adopted 
was  studiously  kept  from  me. 

These  cases  need  no  laboured  commentary;  but 
ought  such  protending  meddlers  to  escape  the  cognisance 
of  the  law?  It  would  be  idle  to  contrast  the  result 
with  what  might  have  been  the  case  under  the  manage- 
ment of  regularly  qualified  practitioners.  TTiere  is 
uncertainty  enough,  it  is  true,  in  the  exercise  of  the 
heating  art,  under  the  most  approved  and  acknowledged 
plans  of  treatment,  without  such  being  enhanced  by 
the  interference  of  purblind  and  presumptuous  igno- 
rance. How  repulsive  and  harrowing  to  the  feelings 
of  a  humane  surgeon,  is  the  idea  of  a  man  who  knows 
no  difference  between  a  nerve  and  a  muscle,  being  per- 
mitted to  plunge  an  instrument  into  the  axilla  of  a 
human  being.  Such  occurrences  forcibly  thrust  upon, 
the  mind  again  and  again  the  question  r— Can  no 
check  be  given  to  such  tampering  with  the  lives  of  her 
Majesty's  liege  subjects?  can  Government,  the  very 
object  of  which  essentially  consists  in  protecting  the 
ignorant  and  honest  from  the  impositions  of  the  cun- 
ning and  fraudulent,  render  no  assistance  ? 

Suppose  for  a  moment  that  we  adopt  the  reasoning 
of  those  who  contend  that  the  evil  will  eventually  cure 
itself;  that  the  march  of  intellect  will  prove  the  only 
efficient  barrier ;  the  question  still  recurs, — Is  it  prudent, 
it  it  wise,  to  waft  for  so  protracted  a  remedy,  whilst  so 
many  victims  in  the  meantime  must  continue  to  be 
immolated  at  this  Shrine  of  superstitious  credulity; 
since  education  and  general  enlightenment  of  the  mind 
are,  and  will  be,  slow,  amongst  a  people  whose  physical 
necessities  and  desires  impose  sn  almost  uninterrupted 
occupation  of  their  time  ? 

Yours  most  obediently, 

RICHARD  HINDUS,  M.B. 

Sabden,  Blackburn.  Surgeon. 


CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF 
HEALTH. 

TO  tHI  BDlTOm  OP  THE  PUOVIKCIAL  KSDICAL   AND 

SURGICAL  JOtmXAL. 
';*<     Sin, 

•  Permit  ma  to  express  the  gratification  which  I  have 
shared  with  many  other  members  of  our  Association, 
in  perusing  the  letter  from  Dr.  Brown,  of  Sunderland, 
contained  in  the  JVwsuacss*  Jmmmi  of  last  week.  In 
tone  and  temper  it  exhibits  a  striking  oootrastto  the 
hasty  and  inconsiderate  attacks  with  which  the  Govern- 
ment measure  has  been  too  frequently  i 
at  the  same  time  maintains  ia  a  lorabie] 


coNsrmmpK  of  w*  council  of  health. 
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manner  the  writer's  objections  to  certain  clauses  of 
the  biH,  and  points  out  the  direction  In  which  they 
need  amendment. 

Whilst  agreeing  with  much  that  is  there  recom- 
mended, I  venture  to  take  a  more  favourable  view  of 
the  measure  than  Dr.  Brown  appears  to  do.  But 
before  commenting  on  some  of  its  features,  I  beg  leave 
to  call  attention  to  one  of  the  resolutions  recently 
passed  by  the  practitioners  of  Gloucestershire.  This, 
the  2nd,  suggests  an  amendment  which  Dr.  Bsown 
has  also  proposed;  vis.,  the  direct  representation  of 
provincial  practitioners  in  the  Council  of  Health. 

We  take  it  for  granted  that  Sir  James  Graham 
means  to  fulfil  the  pledge  given  in  the  speech  .with 
which  he  introduced  the  bill,  and  to  appoint  a  physi- 
cian and  surgeon  from  the  rural  districts. 

We  do  not  ask  for  the  same  privilege  to  be  conferred 
on  the  rural  practitioners  of  Scotland  and  Ireland, 
because,  in  the  first  place,  the  medical  men  of  those 
parts  of  the  kingdom  are  more  directly 
their  respective  Colleges  of  Physicians  and 
than  are  those  of  England;  and  secondly, 
bers  are  not  sufficient  to  entitle  them  to  an  equal 
share  in  the  composition  of  the  Council.  It  would 
surely  be  unreasonable  to  grant  four  representatives  so 
the  8000  practitioners  of  Scotland  and  Ireland,  while 
only  two  were  allowed  for  the  16,000  practitioners  of 
England. 

That  there  ought  to  be  some  direct  representation 
of  the  great  body  of  practitioners,  irrespective  of  the 
representation  of  the  Colleges,  is  evident,  though  pro* 
bably  the  profession  would  do  wisely  not  to  ask  force 
many  as  m*.  Even  if  two  or  three  elected 
tatives  were  granted,  we  must  consider  the 
a  great  one. 

That  the  Government  should  deprive  itself  of  the 
power  of  appointing  some  Members  of  the  Council 
appears  very  improbable.  Tue  Regius  Professors,  not 
being  specially  appointed  for  the  duties  of  the  Council 
of  Health,  could  scarcely  be  viewed  as  representatives 
of  the  Crown  in  that  body.  Then  there  are  persons 
eminently  qualified  for  some  of  the  duties  which 
will  devolve  on  the  Council,  who  would  be  passed 
over  by  the  Colleges  and  the  practitioners.  And  if 
we  look  at  the  probable  extent  of  the  functions  of  the 
Council,  we  must  admit  that  the  Ministers  of  the 
Crown  may  fairly  insist  on  some  share  of,  mftuenee  in 
its  constitution.  If  nothing  more  than  medical  educa- 
tion, and  the  internal  regulation  of  the  profession,  were 
to  be  committed  to  this  Council,  it  might,  as  Dr.  Brown 
proposed  consist  entirely  of  medical  men ;  but  it  is  hardly 
possible  to  review  the  measures  that  have  lately  been 
proposed  for  the  improvement  of  public  hygiene  and 
medical  police,  or  to  examine  the  recent  report  of 
the  Health  of  Towns'  Commission,  and  the  evidence 
taken  by  Lord  Ashley's  Committee  on  Medical  Relief, 
•—all  which,  we  may  suppose,  have  been  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  framers  of  the  bill,  without  feeling' 
satisfied  that  some  general  sanitary  powers,  some  kind 
of  controul  over  medical  men  employed  in  the  public 
service,  are  likely  to  be  vested  in  this  Council.  Should 
this  be  the  case,  the  Government  nominees,  perhaps 
two  or  three  laymen,  would  be  almost  indispensable. » 
The  interests  of  the  profession  would  be  duly  eon* 
suited  by  requiring  the  presence  of  a  certain  proper* 
(say  one  third)  of  the  representatives  of  the 


Colleges  and  the  practitioners,  at  all  deliberations  on 
medical  education  and  qualification.  The  addition  of 
such  a  clause  would  afford  a  protection  to  medical 
interests,  not  at  present  provided  by  the  bilL 

With  regard  to  the  Presidency  of  the  Council,  if  f 
had  not  been  previously  convinced  of  the  propriety  of 
its  being  held  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  I  should  have 
been  decided  by  Dr.  Hastings'  remarks,  in  bis  recent 
speech  at  Worcester.  The  obvious  advantages  of 
having  a  Minister  of  the  Crown  at  the  head  of  this 
Board  appear  greatly  to  outweigh  all  its  possible 
disadvantages. 

One  fears  to  utter  a  word  about  penal  clauses  against 
illicit  practice.  When  the  tide  of  opinion  runs  strongly 
in  a  certain  direction, the  few  who  pause  to  consider,  are 
too  often  regarded  as  enemies  to  the  common  weal.  So 
it  is  with  the  present  movement  in  the  profession* 
The  caution  and  hesitation,  however,  which  mark  the 
propositions  at  the  conclusion  of  Dr.  Brown's  letter, 
show  that  he  doubts  the  practicability  of  any 
stringent  measures.  Any  such  penal  clause,  he  remarks, 
"  should  be  so  framed  that  the  reasonableness  and 
justice  of  it  should  carry  public  feeling  with  it,  not 
array  it  agamrt  it."  He  premises,  very  truly,  that 
the  authors  of  the  bill  must  have  intended  "  so  effec- 
tually to  discourage  irregular  practice,  as  to  abolish  it 
entirely,"  and  "  to  make  the  benefit  which  they  very 
properly  secure  to  the  inmates  of  the  hospital  and 
parish  pauper,  universal." 

This  cannot  be  doubted,  but  the  object  maybe  effected 
in  a  manner  little  expected  by  the  opponents  of  the  bOL 
The  public  provision  of  medical  attendance  has  been  of 
late  extended  to  a  larger  portion  of  the  labouring 
classes.  It  is  not  now  confined  to  paupers.  It  wQl 
inevitably  be  still  farther  extended.  The  miserable 
system  of  club  practice,  and  the  attendance  of  drug* 
gists,  among  the  lower  orders,  must  give  way,  speedily 
we  may  hope,  to  a  national  provision  of  medical 
charity,  sufficiently  comprehensive  to  embrace  all  those 
who  cannot  afford  to  provide  proper  medical  aid  for 
themselves.  The  privilege  of  consulting  quacks  wfll 
then  be  confined  to  persons  of  distinction,  Members  of 
Parliament,  and  others,  whose  leisure  and  ample 
means  enable  them  to  establish  facts  in  natural 
science,  by  performing  costly  experiments  on  their 
own  persons,  (as  well  as  on  their  broad  acres,)  for  the 
benefit  of  their  immediate  successors  and  the  public* 
But,  as  regards  the  labouring  population,  let  me  ask— 
what  possible  advantage  could  they  derive  from  an 
enactment  prohibiting  their  obtaining  relief  from  un- 
qualified persons,  while  they  have  not  the  means  of 
consulting  those  licensed  and  highly  qualified  practi- 
tioners, to  whom  so  many  would  exclusively  limit  the 
right  of  treating  disease  ? 

Let  the  State,  therefore,  not  only  insist  on  a  suffi- 
cient standard  of  medical  qualification,  but  alto  pro* 
vide  tkemaeeof  the  population  with  medical  advieere, 
and  then  Sir  James  Graham's  measure  will  afford  the 
public  and  the  profession  all  the  protection  they  could 
desire. 

Prom  the  general  tone  of  the  medical  meetings,  it  si 
to  be  feared  that  zeal  for  the  punishment  of  illegal 
practitioners  overpowers  every  other  consideration  | 
and  that,  if  the  Government  and  Legislature  could  be 
persuaded  to  grant  this  demand,  the  profession  would 
yield  the  far  more  important  point  of  the  constitution 
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and functions 6f  the  Council.  Hor  dees ft  appear im» 
probable  that  Ministers  might  be  more  easily  persuaded 
to  concede  somewhat  to  the  general  clamotur  for  in- 
creased protection,  than  to  the  more  infrequent,  though 
more  rational,  demand  for  a  liberally  constituted 
Council.  The  partial  surrender  of  power  and  patronage, 
which  the  latter  would  involve,  might  be  deemed  an 
insuperable  objection  at  head  quartern. 

Let  the  Council  of  Health  contain  a  fair  proportion 
of  the  representatives  of  the  professional  body,  and  be 
endowed  with  something  like  independent  action,  and 
we  may  rest  satisfied  that  it  will  promote  in  a  cautious, 
gradual,  and  unobtrusive  manner,  improvements  which 
no  ministry  would  at  present  venture  to  propose,,  and 
no  parliament  be  persuaded  to  grant. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.W.  RUMGEY. 

Gtoucester,  Oct.  15, 1844. 


SIR  JAMES  GRAHAM'S  MfiblCAt  BILL. 
GLOUCESTER  MEETING. 

A  meeting  of  the  Gloucestershire  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Association  was  held  at  Gloucester  on  Thursday, 
October  3rd,  to  take  into  consideration  Sir  James 
Graham's  Bill  for  the  regulation  of  the  Medica*  Pro- 
fession.   Dr.  Hardwicke  Shute  in  the  chair* 

The  following'  gentlemen  were  among  those  present 
at  the  meeting  :— 

Dr.  Aeworth,  Cheltenham;  Mr*  Bird,  Newsman; 
Dr.  Brookes,  Cheltenham ;  Dr.  Cambridge,  Cheltsn* 
bam;  Mr.  CoHinft, Newnhsm ;  Dr.  Conolly,  Chelten- 
ham *  Mv.  Cooke,  Newent ;  Mr.  Copland,  Gheiteufcaas ; 
Dr.  DaugerfieH,  Gloucester;  Mr*  Dalton,  Chelteo- 
liam ;  Mr.  Dawson,  Tewkesbury;  Mr.  Eves,  Chelten- 
ham; Dr.  Gooch,  Stroud;  Mr.  J.  P. Heane,  Glou- 
cester; Mr*  Heath,  Gloucester;  Mr*  Thomas  Hacker, 
Gloucester;  Mr.  Holbrow,  Stonehouse;  Mr.  F, 
Ryett,  Cheltenham;  Mr*  Johnson,  Sandhurst;  Mn. 
•Jones,  Thornbury;  Mr.  Lloyd,  Cheltenham;  Mr. 
Lowe,  Mmehmhampton ;  Mr.  Meyler,  Gloucester; 
Mr*  Powell,  Tockington ;  Mr.  Richardson,  Chelten- 
ham; Mr.  Roberta,  Wick  war;  Dr.  Collins  Robinson, 
Cheltenham;  Mr.  Rodd,  Winchcombe;  Mr.  H.  W. 
Ramsey,  Gloucester;  Dr.  Shute,  Gloucester;  Mr. 
fifanms,  Storehouse;  Mr.  Smith,  Minefainhajopton ; 
Mr.  Shaw,  Cheltenham;  Mr.  Smith*  Cheltenham  ;  Mr. 
'(Stokes,  Nailsworth ;  Dr.  Disney  Thorpe,  Cheltenham ; 
Mr.  Williams,  Staunton  $  Mr.  J.  W.  Wilton,  Glou- 
cester ;  Mr.  Wollen,  Paioswick. 

The  Chairman  explained  his  viewB  at  great  length, 
and  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  measure  was  a 
most  valuable  one,  calculated  to  elevate  the  character 
Of  the  profession,  and  at  the  same  time  to  confer  sub- 
etantiaT  benefit  on  the  public.  He  referred  to  the 
practical  working  of  the  Apothecaries'  Act,  and  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  Colleges  to  show  that  neither  the 
public  nor  the  profession  had  received  any  advantage 
from  the  existence  of  these  bodies.  They  had  been 
altogether  inoperative  for  good.  He  •  considered  the 
iestaHtehment  of  a  Council  of  Health  and  the  registrar 
tfcm  of  the  regular  practitioners  as  far  preferable* 
Be  concluded  his  observations  by  soliciting  the  attend 
•ion  of  th*meeting  to  the  mode  in  whidt  the  Council  of 


Heal*  wast*  be  mist*****.  .To4httbo<y*w*>«a 
an  enormous  power,  a  power  which  the  yrafssnat 
would  be  unable  to  resist  but  by  future  spphsataons  to 
Parliament,  if  the  bbard  should  exercise  their  power. 
unduly,  or  to  the  injury  of  cartain  braaehes  of  the  am* 
fessioa.  Should  that  power,  however,  beexescited 
properly,  the  best  results  must  follow,  ss  its  legit*, 
mate  operation  must  be  to  raise  the  character  of  tat 
profession,  and  as  a  necessary  consequence,'  to  promo* 
its  usefulness. 

Dr.  Dick,  of  Tewkesbury,  moved  the  first  resolu- 
tion :— "  That  this  meeting  desires  to  express  its  higa 
satisfaction  that  the  Government  hat  at  length  brought 
the  state  of  the  Medical  Profession  under  the  conshtert- 
tfbn  of  the  legislature,  and  is  toll  J  prepared  to  assent 
to  the  general  principles  of  the  measure  recently  intro- 
duced by  the  Right  Honourable  the  Home  Secretary." 
In  connection  with  this  resolutiosr,  Dr.  Dick  proceeded 
to  observe,  that  any,  one  who  considered  the  present 
state  of  the;  medical  prosession,  must  feel  gratified  at 
the  circumstance  of  the i«  Government  having  taken  oj 
the  question ;  for,  as  the  Chairman  had  very  property 
remarked,  as  the  profession  could  not  govern  them- 
selves, the  Government  was  the  best  body  to  exercttt 
the  eoatroul,  and  any  one  who  has  read  the  bill  mint 
be  convinced  that  the  spirit  and  tenour  of  it  are  gooti, 
and  that  the*' provisions  go  as  far  as  the  legislate 
could  be  expected  to  do  in  the  first  instance,  although 
perhepstoot  so  far  as  the  profession  could  wish.  Pro- 
tection to  the  public  against  pretenders  and  qmcto, 
and  proteotioii  to  medical  men  of  proper  education  sad 
qualifications,  are-provided  for  to  a  considerable  extent 
iathfrbOli  in  fact  the  bill  goes  aa  far  in  this  direction 
as  could  at  the  outset  of  legislation  be  expected.  He 
thought  that  nothing  could  more  tend  to  the  protec- 
tion of  the  regular  practitioner  than  registration,  sad 
the  publication*  of  the  lists  from  time  to  time.  The 
provision  relative  to  the''  examinations  to  be  goat 
through  before  diplomas  could  be  given  was  also  inert 
valuable.  It  -wen  a  mere  dream  to  snppose  that 
quackery  could  be  put  down  by  legislative  enactment; 
and  as  to  the  complaint  which  was  heard  in  seat 
charters  about  the  Apothecaries'  Act  being  sweat 
away,  it  was  a-  sufficient  reply  to  say  that  a  better  sib* 
stitute  was  provided  in  a  higher  course  of  examination. 
As  to  the  efficiency  of  the  Apothecaries'  Act,  he  knew 
of  several  applications  which  were  made  to  the 
governing  body,  requesting  them  to  adopt  measures  to 
put  down  unqualified  persons,  but  the  reply  wss  that 
they  could  not  do  it. 

Dr.  Conolly,  of  Cheltenham,  in  seconding  the  rem- 
lntion,  said,  that  although  he  agreed  with  the  Chairman, 
and  the  mover  of  the  resolution  in  the  'sentiments  « 
had  expressed,  still  he  must  not  be  understood  si 
expressing  unqualified  approbation  of  the  bill.  H* 
felt  grateful,  however,  that  the  subject  was  befori 
Parliament,  and  he  should  be  extremely' sorry  to  loose 
a  good  measure  merely  because  some  portion  of  it  wss 
not  acceptable  to  all  the  profession.  Its  general  pro- 
visions  he  thought  were  good  and  excellent,  particu- 
larly the  one  which  referred  to  the  institution  of  the 
Council  of  Health.  As  to  the  constitution  of  that 
Council,  however,  he  thought  a  little  change  might  fc 
introduced  with  advantage,  and  no  harm  could  arise. 
ftwm  the  meeting  stating  that  such  was  their  opts** 
a  waa  variable,  sdli  ha  should  he  |M  ** 
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r  vaa>  U  aossfrle,  extended  to  the 
As  regarded  tiiif  greu-diffical. 
bet  something  nevertheless  m  done  in 
the*  h*U  He  thought  the  bill  should  be  accepted,  and 
an  eaatoeur  made  to  get  improvements engrafted  en 
it. '  A  great  advantage  had  ariaan  from  .their  not 
fearing  nee  earlier  to  consider  .tale  measure.  At  the 
tine  it  was  introduced  a  great  outcry  was  made 
against  it  by  those  who  had  overlooked  its  advantages. 
Those  now  present  had  had  an  opportunity  of  con- 
sidering Che  bill  more  carefully  and  calmly,  and  were 
therefore  prepared  to  do  it  more  justice,  still  it  was 
their  duty  to ;  endeavour  to  get  it  amended  and  im- 
proved, and  if  they  went  temperately  to  Parliament 
he  had  no  doubt  of  their  being;  listened  to. 

Mr.  Eves,  of  Cheltenham,  said  that  if  the  resolution 
pledged  the  meeting  to  support  the  bill  in  all  its  parts, 
lie  for  one  should-  be  obliged  to  oppose  it,  on  the 
ground  that  it  threw  open  the  profession  to  any  body 
who  chose ;  in  fact  it  was  free  trade  in  medicine.  He 
thought  that  the  powers  vested  in  the  College  of  Phy- 
sicians and  the  Apothecaries'  Company,  although  the 
latter  did  not  prosecute  unqualified  persons  so  often 
as  they  should  have  done,  were  calculated  to  raise  the 
character  of  the  profession.  The  terror  of  penalties 
banging  over  the  heads  of  unqualified  practitioners, 
was  always  a  check,  It  will  be  better  that  we  remain 
as  we  are,  than  that  we  should  run  the  risk  of  a  doubt- 
ful change. 

Mr.  Brookes,  of  Cheltenham,  was  also  of  opinion 
that  the  bill  did  not  afford  sufficient  protection.  As 
to  the  efficiency  of  the  Apothecaries'  Company,  he 
could  state  that  about  two  years  ago  they  instituted 
proceedings  against  an  unqualified  person  for  prac- 
tising as  a  surgeon  and  druggist.  The  case  arose  out 
of  an  inquest  held  on  the  body  of  a  person  who  had 
been  treated  by  the  unqualified  practitioner.  The 
Company  succeeded  in  getting  a  verdict  against  him, 
and  in  consequence  he  was  driven  from  Cheltenham. 
Mr.  Brookes  concluded  by  again  giving  it  as  his  opinion 
that  the  bill  ought  to  give  more  protection  to  the  qua- 
lified practitioner. 

Mr.  Stokes,  of  Nailsworth,  was  also  of  opinion  that 
the  protection  afforded  by  the  bill  was  not  sufficient ; 
and  that  the  Apothecaries'  Act  had  done  good. 

The  Chairman  said  that  he  wished  it  to  be  under- 
stood, that  however  strongly  he  approved  of  the  bill, 
be  nevertheless  was  of  opinion  that,  in  some  things,  it 
was  susceptible  of  improvement. 

The  resolution  was  then  carried. 

Mr.  Wilton,  of  Gloucester,  in  rising  to  propose  the 
next  resolution :— "  That  while  the  proposed  establish- 
ment of  a  Central  Council  of  Health  and  Medical 
Education  appears  likely  to  promote  the  respectability 
and  protect  the  interests  of  the  Medical  Profession, 
this .  meeting  is  of  opinion  that  the  constitution  of 
that  Council,  as  laid  down  in  the  Government  Bill,' 
needs  further  consideration,  more  particularly  as  re-* 
gards  the  relative  proportion,  of  Councillors  to  be 
elected  by  the  profession ;  and  that  the  measure  would 
be  greatly  improved  by  permitting  the  medical  prac- 
titioners of  the  provinces  to  elect  the  two  representa- 
tivea  whom  Sir  James  Graham  has  proposed  to  appoint 
from  the  rural  districts,"  expressed  a  hope  that  he 
should  not  be  considered  out  of  Order  in  stating  that, 
in  assenting  to'  the  resolution  Just  passed,  he  did  so  in 
neference  to  the  general  principles  which  the  bill  con 
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tained,  and  not  to  the  details,  which  may  require 
improvement.  He  should  have  been  glad  had  the 
resolution  been  expressed  even  more  strongly  as  re- 
garded the  general  principles,  because  he  thought  the 
measure  was  a  step,  although  not  one  of  much  imme- 
diate good,  in  the  right  direction,  and  must  lead, 
ultimately,  to  all  those  advantages  which  the  pro- 
fession bad  a  right  to  look  forward  to.  The  resolution 
he  bad  now  to  propose  referred  to  the  detail*,  and  to 
one  of  the  most  important  of  them,  namely,  that 
which  related  to  the  constitution  of  the  Council  of 
Health*  Now  if  the  meeting  recollected  the  small 
service  which  the  great  corporations  had  rendered  to 
the  profession— if  they  recollected  the  manner  in 
which  diplomas  hae*been  given— if  they,  considered 
how  uninterested  these  corporations  had  shewn  them- 
selves to  be  in  every  thing  which  related  to  the  respec- 
tability and  advancement  of  the  profession— bow  little 
they  represented  the  feelings,  and  what  little  regard 
they  paid  to  the  representations  made  to  them  in  all 
directions— the  profession  must  rejoice  at  the  prospect 
of  being  placed  in  immediate  connexion  with  the 
Government.  When  this  occurs,  representation  will 
not  be  confined  to  one  section  of  the  profession,  but 
to  all  branches;  physicians,  surgeons,  apothecaries, 
all  will  have  equal  access  in  preferring  complaints 
which  they  may  have  occasion  to  make.  To  the 
Council  of  Health  wiU  be  entrusted  the  health  of  the 
community,  and  consequently  the  interests  of  the 
profession*  It  will  also  be  a  part  of  their  duty  to  pre-* 
scribe  the  examinations,  and  this  was  also  an  improve* 
ment;  and  should  the  measure  in  any  of  its  parts  be 
found  defective,  no  doubt  need  be  entertained  of  its 
being  improved.  Even  on  the  subject  of  quackery, 
should  it.be  found  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  addi- 
tional powers,  it  was  reasonable  to  suppose  that  they 
would  be  applied  for,  and  granted*  If  the  profession 
lost  the  bill,  they  would  lose  also  the  Council  of 
Health  j  and  where  then  could  they  go  to  ?  The? 
had  worn  out  those;  Members  of  Parliament— never  at 
best  very  influential— who  had  advocated  their  chums 
in  Parliament,  and  should  the  present  bill  be  lost,  the 
profession  would  be  the  sufferers. 

Mr.  Rumsey,  of  Gloucester,  in  seconding  the  reso- 
lution, said  that  he  considered  the  institution  of  the 
Council  of  Health  as  most  important— by  far  the 
most  important  and  beneficial  of  any  reform  yet  pro- 
posed—and he  regarded  it  as  the  foundation  for  future 
measures,  more  generally  approved  than  other  provi- 
sions of  the  present  bill  had  been  by  some  of  the 
profession.  He  regarded  as  of  great  importance  the 
connexion  which  would  be  formed  with  the  State. 
Such  a  thing  bad  never  existed  before.  The  profession 
had  been  left  to  self-government,  and  what  had  that 
self-government  done  for  the  profession  ?  He  did  not 
wish  to  press  this  point,  it  being  so  generally  admitted 
that  neither  the  interests  nor  the  respectability  of  the 
profession  had  been  promoted  under  the  present  sys- 
tem. It  must,  therefore,  be  allowed  that  some 
other  body  was  required  to  superintend  the  manage* 
ment  of  the  medical  profession.  Much  of  the 
advantage  to  be  derived  from  the  measure  under  dis- 
cussion depended  on  the  constitution  of  the  Council; 
and  he  thought  that  the  mode  provided  for  the  appoint* 
ment  of  the  members  was  susceptible  of  improvement. 
He  did  not  think  the  provincial  members  of  the  pnfc 
fession  were  sufficientiy  represented,    London,  Dtobfj* 
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and  Edinburgh  were  provided  for,  but  lie  thought 
that  as  regarded  the  English  provincial  practitioners, 
they  would  be  practically  excluded  from  any  influence 
in  the  Council,  unless  an  amendment  was  made ;  and 
he  thought  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  meeting  to  sug- 
jgest  such  an  amendment  in  the  constitution  of  the 
Council  as  would  make  it  more  generally  acceptable. 
By  this  measure!  he  hoped  that  an  end  would  be  put 
to  the  numerous  evils  which  had  arisen  to  the  pro- 
fession from  the  controul  and  supervision  exercised 
over  them  by  certain  bodies  of  laymen.  For  instance, 
had  the  Council  of  Health  been  in  existence  when  the 
Poor-law  Commission  was  instituted,  its  medical 
functions  would  probably  have  been  vested  in  that 
Council.  It  was  of  the  greatest  Importance  that  the 
profession  should  be  under  chiefly  medical  manage- 
ment, and  not  under  lay  j  and  this  was  amply  provided 
for,  as  it  was  impossible  for  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
appoint  more  than  four  lay  members.  There  was  also 
another  point  of  importance,  aud  this  was  the  power 
possesed  by  the  Council  of  defining  all  offices  which 
might  be  called  "  public  situations."  This  was  a  power 
of  extensive  application,  and  it  may  be  exercised  so  as 
to  include  attendance  on  the  great  mass  of  the  popu- , 
lation.  In  its  operation  it  will  include  the  medical 
attendance  on  the  poor,  in  prisons,  dispensaries,  and 
hospitals,  and  it  is  possible  that  it  may  be  extended  to 
clubs,  and  to  all  those  persons  who  are  unable  to  pro- 
vide medical  relief  for  themselves,  and  thus  the  great 
body  of  the  people  may  in  time  be  brought  under 
qualified  practitioners. 

The  resolution  was  then  put,  and  carried  unani- 
mously. 

Dr.  Disney  Thorpe,  of  Cheltenham,  moral  the  third 
resolution  :— "  That  as  one  of  the  most  important 
features  of  the  bill  is  the  abrogation  of  existing 
penalties  on  unlicensed  practitioners,  this  meeting 
admits  that,  in  the  present  state  of  public  opinion,  any 
direct  legislative  interference  with  unqualified  practi- 
tioners would  not  be  unattended  with  difficulties,  but 
has,  nevertheless,  reason  to  believe  that  these  diffi- 
eulties  have  been  much  overrated,  and,  if  fairly 
met,  will  not  be  found  to  be  insuperable ;  and,  there- 
fore that  the  principle  of  protection  against  unqualified 
pretenders  may  be  more  extensively  applied  than  is 
apparently  contemplated  by  the  bill."  He  did  not 
believe  that  the  strong  iron  hand  of  the  law  brought 
against  quackery  would  be  of  the  least  avail.  Lord 
Bacon  said,  many  years  ago,  "  The  weakness  and  cre- 
dulity of  the  multitude  often  induce  them  to  prefer  a 
mountebank  to  a  regular  physician."  There  are  many 
medical  men  who  indulge  in  mysticism,  and  who  may 
be  called  w  quacks  of  the  profession,"  who  just  keep 
within  the  profession,  and  ride  roughshod  over  decorum. 
(Cheers.)    If  the  profession  would  take  every  oppor- 


and  seconded  by  Mr.  Smith,  of 
"That  this  meetmc  would  respectfully  submit  to  the 
consideration  oftac  'Government  the  propriety  of  such 
indirect  discouragement  of  illicit  practice,  as  would  be 
effected  by  abolishing  the  present  obnoxious  system  of 
stamped  and  patent  medicines,  and  by  prohiktttn& 
under  severe  penalties,  the  advertisement  of  secret 
remedies,  now  carried  on  to  an  extent  alike  injurious  to 
public  health  and  oftensive  to  public  decency." 

Moved  by  Dr.  Colling*  Robinson,  of  Cheltenham, 
and  seconded  by  Mr.  Hickes,  of  Gloucester :— M  That 
a  committee  be  formed,  to  carry  out  the  objects  of  this 
meeting,  by  preparing  a  petition  to  Parliament,  founded 
on  the  above  resolutions,  and  by  requesting  the  sup* 
port  of  the  Members  of  the  legislature  connected  with, 
the  county." 

Moved  by  Dr.  Dick,  of  Tewkesbury,  and  seconded 
by  Mr.  Copeland,  of  Cheltenham :— "  That  the  thanks 
of  the  meeting  be  given  to  the  Chairman  for  the  manner 
in  which  he  had  conducted  the  i 


themselves  with  suchgo-a-head  gentlemen,  they  would' 
find  the  public  less  anxious  to  go  to  the  quack. 
Quackery  must  be  put  down  by  instructing  the  public 
in  whom  they  are  to  rely.  He  referred  to  what  he 
the  degrading  system  of  medical  men 
tenons  belone^ng  to  beaefit-clubs  at  is.  fid. 
or  3s.  6d.  per  head* 
Dr.  Gooch,  of  Stroud,  seconded  At  retention,  which 


.     DEVONPORT  MEETING. 

At  a  numerous  and  highly  respectable  meeting  of 
the  Medical  Profession  of  the  borough  of  Devonport 
and  Storehouse,  held  at  the  Board-room  of  the  Public 
Dispensary,  on  Thursday,  the  3rd  of  October,  to  take 
into  consideration  a  bill  lately  introduced  into  the 
House  of  Commons  by  Sir  James  Graham,  entitled 
"  A  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  Medical  Pro- 
fession."   C.  Tripe,  Esq.,  in  the  chair. 

It  was  moved  by  T.  Crossing,  Esq.,  and  seconded  by 
G.  Dansey,  Esq:—"  That  this  meeting  hails  with  satis- 
faction the  disposition  of  the  Legislature,  to  amend 
the  present  anomalous  state  of  the  medical  profession, 
as  shown  by  the  introduction  of  Sir  James  Graham's 
Bill,  entitled  « A  Bill  for  the  better  regulation  of 
Medical  Practice  throughout  the  United  Kingdom';* 
and  whilst  they  are  ready  to  admit  that  the  said  bill 
contains  much  that  is  calculated  to  improve  the  coo* 
dition  of  the  profession,  they  cannot  refrain  from 
deprecating  certain  of  its  enactments. 

Moved  by  P.  W.  Swain,  Esq.,  and  seconded  by  J. 
Little,  Esq. .«— *  That  tins  bill  having  proposed  to  make 
a  high  rate  of  professional  education  necessary  for  all 
registered  practitioners,  this  meeting  feels  it  would  be 
a  great  injustice  to  withhold  from  such  practitioners? 
protection  against  the  competition  of  uneducated  indi* 
vtduals,  in  the  removal  of  all  existing  restrictions,  as 
contemplated  in  the  said  bill." 

Moved  by  J.  May,  Esq.,  and  seconded  by  It, 
Watson,  Esq.  r— "  That  this  meeting  fully  approves 
of  the  principle  of  forming  a  Council  of  Health  and 
Medical  Education  to  provide  an  efficient  and  uniform 
standard  of  qualification  for  practitioners  generally} 


and  to  afford  assistance  to  Government  and  the  cons- 
tnnity  of  explaining  to  the  pubUc  the  danger  of  risking  Ltry  at  large  in  all  questions  referring  to  the  sanitary 


It  was  theft  moved  by  Dr.  Aewostb,  of  Cheltenham, 


^conditions  of  the  community— duties  which  this 
meeting  are  of  opinion  would  be  best  performed  by 
the  intelligent,  highly  educated,  and  unbiassed  mem* 
hers  of  the  profession ;  they  therefore  view  the  consti- 
tution of  the  Council,  as  proposed  in  the  bill,  to  be 
highly  objectionable.'' 

Moved  by  J.  Little,  Esq.,  and  seconded  by  J.  May, 
Esq. «— ''Thai  this  meeting  feeting  deeply  sensible  of 
the  benefits  which  have  resulted  from  the  able  admf- 
of  the  Apothecaries*  Att,  begs  to  record 
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Its  inost  gratefal  thanks  to  the  worshipful  society, 
Jbr  the  manner  in  which  they  have*  raised,  mainly  by 
the  operation  of  the  restrictive,  clauses  of  their  act, 
the  education  of  general  practitioners  of  medicine  to 
its  present  high  standard." 

,  Moved  by  R.  J.  Laity,  Esq.,  and  seconded  by  W. 
Cole,  Esq.: — "  That  six  of  the  gentlemen  now  present 
"be  a  Committee  to  embody  the  foregoing  resolutions 
into  a  petition,  to  be  presented  to  the  tfouse  of  Com- 
mons. That  Sir  G.  Grey  and  H.Tuffnell,  Esq.,  be 
requested  to  present  the  same,  and  to  support  its 
prayer,  and  that  the  same  gentlemen  be  a  standing 
Committee,  to  watch  the  progress  of  the  bill,  &c." 

The  thanks  of  the  meeting  were  then  voted  to  the 
Editor  of  The  Timet;  to  Mr.  Wakley,  as  Member  of 
Parliament ;  to  the  Editors  of  the  Medical  Periodicals; 
and  to  the  Chairman. 


An  account  of  the  proceedings  at  this  meeting  was 
accompanied  by  the  following  letter  :— 

TO  TBS   EDITOR  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND 


Sib, 


SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


I  have  much  pleasure  in  conveying  to  you  the  sense 
of  the  members  of  the  profession  in  this  borough,  of 
their  obligation  to  you  for  the  very  able  manner  in 
which  you  denounce  the  injustice  of  certain  parts  of 
Sir  James  Graham's  proposed  bill,  and  foryour  advocacy 
of  the  rights  of  the  profession. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOSEPH  MAY.  . 
Devonport,  October  8, 1844.  » 


SHEFFIELD  MEETING. 

A  meeting  of  the  Medical  Profession  of  the  borough 
of  Sheffield,  and  the  surrounding  district,  convened  by 
a  previous  circular,  was  held  in  the  Cutler's  Haty 
October.lfth,  ^844.    Dr.  Thompson,  in  the. chair. 

Among  those  present  were— Dr.  Favell,  Dr.  De  Bar* 
toloml,  and  Dr.  Branson,  Sheffield;  Dr.  Benjamin 
Robinson,  Rotherham ;  Dr.  Woollass,  Mexboroogh ; 
Dr.  Shearman,  Rotherham;  Dr.  Axe,  Sheffield i 
Messrs.  J.  Walker,  R.  Roper,  J.  T»  Porter,  and  cj 
W.  Beckett,  Sheffield;  Mr.  Wm.  Askham,  Ecki 
ington ;  Mr.  K.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Joseph  Law,  Sheffield; 
Mr.  John  Shaw,  Attercliffe ;  Mr.  W.  Wilson,  Hart* 
lisk;  Messrs.  Geo.  Varan,  J.  F.  Wright,  Hugh  Wood* 
Gabriel  Reedall,  Henry  Thomas,  Henry  Jackson* 
Wilson  Overend,  John  Haxworth,  Henry  Boultbee, 
Joseph  S.  Waterhouse,  and  John  Nicholson,  Shefc 
field ;  Mr.  Jas.  Burman,  Wath  ;  Messrs.  John  Deakin, 
Barnes  Ray,  Wm.  Skinner,  W.  F.  Osborne,  William 
Dawson,  and  Edward  Harrison,  Sheffield  ;  Mr, 
Richardson,  Attercliffe. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted;— 

Moved  by  Henry  Jackson,  Esq.,  and  seconded  by 
Joseph  Law,  Esq.:— "That  this  meeting  views  with} 
satisfaction  the  attempt  now  mads  by  Sir  Jajsjan* 
•Graham  to  put  an  end  to  the  dissensions  unforta* 
aately  for  some  time  back  existing  in  the  Medical 
Profession,  on  the  subject  of  Medical  Government; 
and  considers  that  he  is  fully  entitled  to  the  sincere 
thanks  of  all  its  members,  for  his  endeavour  ^o  connect 
to  important  a  branch  of  the  social  community  of-  this 
country  with  the  State,  thus  enhancing  its  dignity  and 
extending  its  efficiency." 


Moved  by  Henry  Thomas,  Esq.,  and  seconded  by 
Hugh  Wood,  Esq. :— "  That,  although  certain  of  the 
provisions  of  the  intended  bill  are,  in  the  opinion  of 
this  meeting,  decidedly  objectionable,  there  are  others 
which  are  deserving  of  the  approbation  and  support  of 
the  profession,  such  ss  the  connection  of  the  Medical 
Profession  with  the  State,  the  registration,  and  that 
clause,  by  which  degrees  in  medicine,  conferred  with- 
out residence  and  without  examination,  are  not 
recognized." 

Moved  by  Dr.  Favell,  and  seconded  by  Dr.  Shear- 
man : — "  That  this  meeting  deeply  regrets  that  by  the 
vague  and  feeble  wording  of  the  31st  clause,  full 
opportunity  is  given  to  unqualified  persons  to  take 
advantage  of  that  part  of  the  first  clause,  by  which 
all  restriction  on  the  practice  of  physic  and  surgery  is 
removed,  and  would  respectfully  urge  that  legally 
qualified  and  registered  practitioners  of  medicine  and 
surgery  are  fully  entitled  to  protection  against  the 
practices  of  unqualified  persons,  which  they  would 
suggest  ought  to  be  effected  by  some  stringent  and 
summary  process." 

Moved  by  Gabriel  Reedall,  Esq.,  and  seconded  by 
J.  Walker,  Esq. :— "  That  the  following  petition  to 
the  Commons  House  of  Parliament  be  adopted  and 
signed  by  the  members  of  the  profession  resident  in 
this  district : — 

"  The  humble  Petition,  6c.  &c. 
"  Humbly  sheweta,— 

"That  your  Petitioners  witness  with  great  satisfaction 
the  introduction  4©f  a  bill,  intituled  '  A  Bill  for  the 
better  regulation  of  Medical  Practice  throughout  the 
United  Kingdom,'  which  by  its  provisions  will,  in  the 
humble  opinion  of  your  Petitioners,  conduce  to  the 
dignity  and  interests  of  the  Medical  Profession,  by 
connecting  it  with  the  State,  by  favouring  an  efficient 
registration  of  all  legally  qualified  members,  and  by 
not  recognizing  degrees  in  medicine  conferred  without 
residence  and  without  examination. 

"That  your  Petitioners  deeply  regret  that  the  intended 
bill  does  not  afford  that  protection  from  the  irregular 
practices  of  unlicensed  persons,  to  which  all  legally 
qualified  practitioners  feel  they  are  fully  entitled,  and 
humbly  pray  that  your  Honourable  House  would  be 
pleased  to  enact  some  clause  by  which  such  persons 
shall  be  more  summarily  dealt  with,  and  such  practices 
effectually  prevented. 

"  And  your  Petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  dec.  dec." 

Moved  by  J.  T.  Porter,  Esq.,  and  seconded  by  Dr. 
Shearman :  — "  That  the  Members  of  the  borough  of 
Sheffield  be  respectfully  requested  to  present  this 
memorial ;  and  that  they,  with  the  Members  for  the 
West  Riding,  be  requested  to  support  it  in  the  House 
of  Commons." 

M.  Martin  on  Bahtolomb,  M.D., 

Secretary. 


YORKSHIRE  BRANCH  MEETING. 
A  meeting  of  the  Yorkshire  Branch  of  the  Provincial 
Medical  and  Surgical  Association  has  been  called  for 
TNsesdey,.tbe  49th  instant,  at  Nermantna,  to  take  into 
consideration  the  Bill  of  Sir  James  -Graham,  for  the 
better  npOatfaool  Medical  Practice,  at  which  meeting 
all  Members  of  the  Association,  tending  in  Yorkshire, 
who  have  not  yet  joined  the  Branch,  are  invited  to 
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BRADFORD  (YORKSHIRE)  MEETING. 

A  general  meeting  of  the  Medical  Profession  of  the 
town  and  neighbourhood  of  Bradford,  was  held  on 
Tuesday,  October  1st,  to  take  into  consideration  the 
, proposed  bill  of  Sir  James  Graham.  Thos.  Beaumont, 
JBsq.,  in  the  chair. 

The  meeting  was  addressed  by  the  chairman,  and 
several  of  the  leading  members  of  the  profession  in  the 
town;  and  it  seemed  to  be  the  general  feeling 
that  the  thanks  of  the  profession  are  due  to  Sir 
James  Graham  for  the  trouble  and  interest  he 
has  taken  in  its  behalf,  and  that  the  proposed- 
bill  as  a  whole  should  be  thankfully  received  as 
a  boon.  The  registration  clauses  were  highly 
approved  of,  and  it  was  considered  that  if  the  bill 
jessed  into  a  law,  it  would  certainly  hare  the  effect 
of  raising  the  respectability  of  the  profession.  Several 
gentlemen  spoke  strongly  in  favour  of  the  abolition  of 
the  Apothecaries'  Company  as  an  examining  body ; 
considering  it  highly  derogatory  to  the  profession  that 
a  trading  company  of  druggists  should  have  the  power 
of  obliging  gentlemen,  who  intend  to  practice  medicine 
end  surgery,  to  come  before  them  for  examination 
previous  to  obtaining  a  license. 

While  the  principle  of  the  bill  was  thus  far  approved 
of,  a  hope  was  expressed  by  the  meeting  that  some 
additional  clause  would  be  introduced,  to,  put  a  check 
upon  quackery. 

Resolutions  to  this  effect  were  unanimously  agreed 
to,  and  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  communicate 
with  the  Members  for  the  borough,  and  to  watch  over 
the  progress  of  the  bill. 


WREXHAM  MEETING. 


On  Tuesday,  September  24th,  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Medical  Practitioners  residing  in  Wrexham  and  the 
neighbourhood,  held  at  the  Dispensary,  to  take  into 
consideration  the  best  mode  of  expressing  their  opinion 
an  the  form  of  a  petition  to  the  House  of  Commons, 
respecting  the  Bill  introduced  by  Sir  James  Graham, 
for  the  regulation  of  the  Medical  Profession.  Mr. 
Lewis  in  the  chair. 

Itwas  proposed  by  Mr.  T.  T.  Griffith,  seconded  by 
Mr.  E.  Williams,  and  resolved  unanimously :  "  That  it 
is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  that  the  bill  introduced 
into  the  House  of  Commons  by  6ir  James  Graham, 
Bart,  in  its  present  form,  will  be  injurious  to  the  pro* 
fsssion  generally,  but  more  especially  to  that  branch 
denominated  general  practitioners,  by  throwing  open 
the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery  to  men  wholly 
unfit  to  be  entrusted  with  the  care  of  the  lives  of  her 
Majesty's  subjects  $  and  whilst,  aa  members  of  the  pro- 
fesssion  they  thus  feel,  they  are  also  deeply  impressed 
with  the  conviction  that  the  best  interests  of  the  pub* 
lie  at  large  are  extensively  compromised  and  endangered 
by  the  proposed  bilL 

A  Petition  to  the  House  of  Commons  was  then  agreed 
to;  and  it  was  resolved  also  to  forward  a  copy  of  the 
Petition  to  each  of  the  Members  of  Parliament  for  the 
county  and  boroughs,  with  an  address  respectfully 
requesting  their  attention  to  the  subject  of  ihe-Pet^ionp 
and  their  attendance  in  Parliament  to  support  the 
prayer  of  it. 


NKWCAaWLB.OPON.lVia  MUTDW. 

A  general  meeting  of  the  Mescal  Professka  to  thr 
Northern  counties  will  be  held  at  Newessue-vpsv 
Tyne,  on  Wednesday,  the  13rd  October,  1844,  utia> 
Lecture-room  of  the  Literary  and  Autoptical 
Society,  to  consider  the  Medical  Bill  of  Sir  Janet 
Graham.  The  chair  will  be  taken  at  two  pan.,  by 
Dr.  Headlam.  Members  of  the  Association  tie 
earnestly  requested  to  attend,  and  to  engage  all  qualifies 
practitioners  in  their  neighbourhood  to  be  present. 
By  order  of  the  Council, 
EDWARD  CHARLTON,  Hon*  See. 


GIBERT  ON  DISEASES  OF  THE  SKIN. 
We  have  much  pleasure  in  inibrming  our  reassji 
and  the  Medical  Profession  generally,  that  Mr.  Parker, 
West  Strand,  will  shortly  publish  a  Transition  of  M. 
Gibert's  able  work  on  Diseases  of  the  Skin,  by  Edgar 
Sheppard,  Esq.,  of  Worcester. 
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UCTUBB  VI. 


ft  h  only  of  late  years  that  surgeons  have  endea- 
voured, by  dis*octk>n,  to  .throw  soy  tight  upon  ibis 
my  important  branch  of  our  subject.  We  Search  (he 
frtttngs  of  the  older  surgeon*,  but  we  search  in  vain 
far  mry  account  of  the  stale  of  parts  produced  by  this 
accident,  the  true  character  of  which  was  naturally 
fcwohredln  mystery  sujBctat  to  account  for  the  erro- 
neous optuions  entertained  by  one  forefcther*  as  to  the 
real  nsttfre  and  eharacter  of  the  mischief  Incurred*,  the 
first  published  account  of  edfanectfem  of  a  (fcloeatJon 
of  the  httuerus  (Wrwsfuu,  is  that  by  Mr. 
nosannm,  one  of  the  sutfcemis  of  the  London  Hos- 
nftaf,  in  the  year  17ol,  related  to  the  stated  volume 
of  the  "Medical  Gfceervstlons  and  ftwralrleV  hnd 


\  of  surnuone,  Mr.Thomnaon  nubtalned 
r  for  more  than  fifty  years  of  being  the  only 
IndMfoal  who  had  published  a  ease  of  thisdescrip- 
WKhin  the  last  thirty  years,  however,  more  has 
on  the  subject    Sir  Astley  Cooper,  Dr. 
I  Mr.  Grasnpton,  have  each  given  us  the 

and  related  eases  and  <8e-  Ijpsjf^ith  aa*t 
i  of  great  value,  as  tending  to  remove  the  Afti  food?  of,  the  humerus. 
certainty  ie  which  we  must  otherwise  have  remained* 
R  will  be  necessary  that  I  should  detain  yon  for  a  short 
tee  while  I  relate  some  Of  the  most  important  of  the 
cases  recorded,  whence  yon  will  be  able  to  judge  how 
useless  It  Is  to  endeavour  to  nuke  out  a  general  rule 
ftnsn  one,  or  even  n  few  cases.  Much  has  been  said 
and  written  of  the  causes  of  obstacles  to  redaction  in 
this  form  of  dislocation,  one  surgeon  considering  it 
one  thing,  another  something  else,  and  each  following 
or  neouHneodlog  a  Hoe  of  practice  baaed  on  his  par- 
ticular theory ;  bet  this  ie  wrong,  die  best  surgeon 
bcJi*bewhe*aaNi»eUedbyanyott 
to  can  to  mind  what  nan  bean  met  with  in  cases 
*  to  hat  own,  anil  ii  hence  prepared  to  most  iritli, 
;  with,  may  he  enabled  to  obviate  and  ear- 
YonwiMnnd 
I  ana  umrunou&mnw  observation  nfter  wo  have  studied 

may  be 

we.  as,  tmesocr  ee, 


so  sue  jseneens^pow 
vcry^tsTerentt 

•     CUani*    . 

RrtUnxfe,  a#*f 50,  was  stfmltted  into  the 
Hospital,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Thompson,  on 
the  fth  of  December,  17W*  Utter  teen  injured  by 
the  tjeddea  recoil  of  a  wheel  he  was  working  in  twist- 
inferos*.  On  exeininsAoh,  bis  shoulder  wrtfOundf 
to  ha  smteeated,  and  attempts2  were  made  to  reduce  it, 
but  without  suecsss.  He  caasjnt  cnJuTwith  fever,  and 
died  en  the'Hth'ef  the  seme  month,  havttfe  been 
ilghtiiii  ewy*  in  the  heenftal-.  The  Ihoulder  was 
ewnwiaed,  and  preseated  the  following  appearnnees  :— 
Tbe  detoeid  mnsrit  wan  very  much  stretched,  the 
esra*r>fcraefcklfe  but  tlia^tly  so,  whilst  the  short  head 
ofHOihlyspiii  wRh  wMeh  you  fcnow  this  latter  Is  coei" 
oedtft  wm(t**fa,  was  rotated*  Iter  long  head  of 
a^wJceps^mstescfof  retaining  Its  natural  position, 
use*  0  large curvature,  and  thus  being  violently 

SA'tostttmonntable 
netna  of  the  fetwermv  Vhe  e)eltofd,pectorelis,  coraco* 
hfnahetlii,  short  hcadoftn*  Weeps,  latisslmundbrsl,  and 
[teres  major  muscles,  having  been  removed  from  their 


since  Ak  period  but  comparatively  few  detections  of;  attaehUKOts  at  the  humerus  and  scapula,  afforded  a 
reem can** ha^  been  recorded;  vie#et^oti^nttw^e^^ 

Sjplbasitf  Knag^ 

capsular  lignn>em\  which  seemsid  to  sjg  ban*  stttwef 

waft*  the  arm  hung  down  by  the  side.    Under  this 

aponeurosis  several  fragments  of  ben*  were  observed 

jbleivfad  with  a  fleshy  mass,  which  united  at  its  lower 

that  had  shot  out  from  the 

The  head  of  the  humerus  was 

brohe%  and  frond  Wged  on  the  inside  of  the  nenk  of 

She  Scapula,  at  the  root  of  the   coracoid  nrooanv 

between  the  anbscapularisand  ssffrajmeamjpus  muscles* 

IV  bloods  vessels  and  nerves  lay  on  Uie  inner  and  fore* 

jpart  of  the  head  of  the  humerus,  but  were  in  nowise 

joomnrassed  by  it*    The  capsular  ligament  had  been 

completely  lorn  from  the  whole  circumference  of  the 

neck  of  the  jtusBerus,  no  remains  befog  left  but  a  sew 

friii  jm,  denoting  its  place  of  attachment.    Its  scapular 

On  examining  the  bone  n 

loss  of  unbalance  was  discovered,  extending  in  length 

about  two  Inches  downwards,  and  in  breadth  taking  fat 

the  portion  of  the  bone  that  lies  between  the  insertion 

of  the  enhacnsjnlarti  and  teres  minor  muscles,  so  that 

the  Vdny  attachments  of  the  supra  and  infra-spinatns 

were  destroyed.    The  tendons  of  the  teres 

id  subscapulars  were  torn  from  tint  greater 

tubercle*,  b«t  a  few  fibres  remained  attached 

to  th*  ptriosttumi  and  thus  embraced  the  neck  of  the 

II 
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bone  in  an  oblique  direction.  The  torn  capsular  liga- 
ment was  laid  in  folds  on  the  outer  and  anterior  part 
of  the  neck  of  the  humerus,  whilst  posteriorly  the 
head  of  that  bone  projected  through  a  kind  of  slit  in 
the  capsule,  which  embraced  the  neck  of  the  humerus, 
and  was  supported  on  each  side  by  the  tendons  of  the 
subscapularis  and  teres  minor  muscles. 

Cass  ii. 

A$aiUrfeUfrototheyird-afoiona8h^'3^eck,hjored 
Ms  feknll,  and  dislocated  his  arm  into  the  axilla.  He 
was  taken  to  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  where  he  died 
whilst  he  was  being  put  to  bed.  On  the  following 
day  Sir  Astley  Cooper  examined  the  shoulder,  and 
found  the  following  appearances :— A  large  quantity 
of  extrevasated  blood  beneath  the  integument*,  extend- 
ing as  far  as  the  cervix  humeri,  below  the  insertion  of 
the  subscapulars  muscle;  tie  axillary  artery  and 
plexus  of  nerves  before,  displaced  by  the  dislocated 
bead  of  the  bone  ;  the  deltoid  muscle  was  sunk  with 
the  bead  of  the  bone;  the  supra  and  infnuspioati 
were  stretched  over  the  glenoid  cavity ;  the  inferior 
eosta  of  the  scapula,  the  teres  minor,  and  major, 
were  but  little  changed  in  position,  but  the  latter  was 
nearly  surrounded  by  effused  blood;  the  coreco*bra- 
chialts  was  uninjured;  the  dislocated  head  of  the  bone 
was  found  between  the  axillary  plexus  and  ooraco- 
brachialis,  the  capsular  ligament  being  torn***  the 
whole  length  of  its  inner  sideband  capable  of  admitting 
s,  much  larger  body  than  the  head  of  the  humerus 
through  the  opening ;  the  tendon  of  the  subaeapularia 
muscle  was  also  extensively  torn ;  the  opening  III  the 
capsular  ligament  for  the  tendon  of  the  long  head  of 
$e  biceps  was  also  lacerated,  but  the  tendon  itself 
remained  sound ;  the  head  of  the  humerus  was  thrown 
on  the  inferior  eosta  of  the  scapula,  between  it  and  the 
ribs,  and  \t  was  about  an  inch  and  a  half  below  its 
natural  situation. 

♦  Cask  hi. 

The  dislocation  had  existed  for  five  months ;  violent 
attempts  had  been  made  to  reduce  the  bone,  but 
without  success.  The  patient  was  a  woman,  aged 
fifty,  and  appeared  to  have  died  from  the  violence  used 
in  extension.  Sir  Astley  Cooper  examined  the  joint, 
and  observed  as  follows :— The  pectoralis  major  slightly 
lacerated;  blood  being  effused  amongst  its  torn  fibres ; 
thfe  latissimus  dorsi  and  teres  major' wiinjured?' the 
supra-spinatus  lacerated  in  several  places ;  thelnfra- 
spinatus  and  teres  minor  torn,  but  not  to  the  same 
extent  as  the  former  muscle ;  some  of  the  fibres  of  the 
deltoid  and  a  few  fibres  of  the  coraco-brachiajis  torn  ; 
the  biceps  uninjured.  The  capsular  ligament  had  given 
way  in  the  axilla  between  the  teres  minor  and  sub- 
scapulars muscles;  the  tendon  of  the  subscapulars 
was  torn  through  at  its  insertion,  and  the  head  of  the 
bone  rested  on  the  axillary  plexus  of  the  nerves  and 
artery. 

Case  iv. 
Dr.  Hunter,  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Edinburgh 
Medico-Chirorgical  Society,  for  1824,  gives  the  follow- 
ing description  of  the  appearances  he  discovered  in  a. 
case  of  this  accident :— Large  lacerated  wound  of  the 
belly  of  the  deltoid  muscle,  under  which  was  a  con* 
siderable  quantity  pf  coagulated  blood;  the  tendon  of 
the  aupra-spiuatus  muacjejvas  ruptured,  and  had  torn 
away  wvh  i$  a  cfttsjtaabj*  ^juaouty  of  the  capsular 
II 


ligament;  the  coracoid  process  was  fractured  ia  tan 
places,  one  piece  remaining  attached  to  the  tendon  of 
the  pectoralis  minor,  the  other  to  the  coraco-brachiahs 
and  short  head  of  the  biceps  ;  the  long  head  of  the 
biceps  remained  entire,  but  the  humerus  was  broken 
in  several  pieces  above  its  middle. 

Cask  ▼. 

Is  related  by  Mr.  Crampton,  in  the  third  volume  of 
the  Dubiin  Journal.  Ia  t{se  yea;  18fd,.a  tyotojft 
man  was  brought  to  the  county  of  Dublin  IanMnsiy 
in  a  dying  state,  having  been  buried  beneath  the  par- 
tition wall  of  a  house,  under  the  foundation  of  which  he 
had  been  digging.  The  man  did  not  survive  more  thai 
two  hours,  and  the  body  was  examined  eighteen  boon 
after  death,  and  the  following  appearances  oJbeerved  s-j» 
The  cellular  membrane,  extensively  ecchymosed,  formed 
a  kind  of  cap,  closely  embracing  the  head  of  the 
humerus,  which,  when  the  axilla  was  cleared,  was  seen 
lodging  on  the  inferior  eosta  of  the  scapula,  or  rather 
its  neck.  The  head  of  the  bone  in  escaping  from  its 
socket  had  pushed  the  teres  minor  downwards,  and 
burst  through  the  lower  part  of  the  subscapulam 
muscle,  some  of  the  fibres  of  which  closely  esastscei1 
the  neck  of  the  bone,  while  the  bulk  of  the  muscle 
was  pushed  upwards  and  detached  from  the  inner 
surface  of  the  scapula.  The  neck  of  the  humerus, 
therefore,  was  in  some  degree  embraced  by  the  divided 
fibres  of  the  subscapulars,  while  a  portion  of  its  bead 
rested  on  the  neck  and  part  of  the  venter  of  the 
scapula,  without  the  intervention  of  any  muscular 
substance ;  the  short  head  of  the  biceps  and  coraco- 
brachialis  were  forced  to  describe  a  curve  outwards 
over  the  neck  of  the  humerus  on  the  external  side, 
while  the  long  head  of  the  triceps  crossed  the  neck  of 
the  bone  obliquely  on  the  dorsal  side.  The  capsular 
ligament  was  torn  off  from  the  lower  part  of  the  neck 
of  the  humerus,  to  the  extent  of  more  than  half  its 
circumference,  the  torn  edge  appearing  like  a  crest 
over  the  head  of  the  bone ;  the  great  nerves  and  bW 
vessels  of  the  arm  were  forced  to  describe  a  .curr* 
backwards,  by  the  pressure  of  the  head  of  the  bone} 
but  the  greatest  injury  had  been  sustained  by  those 
capsular  muscles  which  lie  at  the  back  of  the  scapula. 
The  tendons  of  the  supra-spinatus,  infra-spinatus,  and 
teres  minor,  were  completely  torn  off  from  the  humerus, 
carrying  with  them  a  scale  of  bone,  or  rather  the  surface 
ofthe  greater  tubercle. 

f  Cask  vi. 

There  is  a  preparation  in  the  museum  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons  taken  from  a  patient  of  the  lata, 
SirW.  filizard.  The  patient  had  suffered  dislocation 
into  the  axilla,  which  was  unreduced.  The  head  of  the 
bone  lies  between  the  scapula  and  the  aubscapularis 
muscle;  the  infra-spinatus  and  teres  minor  muscles 
are  entire,  but  the  tendon  of  the  supra-spinatus  appears 
partially  separated  from  the  greater  tubercle;  the 
glenoid  cavity  is  absorbed  on  its  inner  side,  and  is 
.quite  denuded  of  cartilage';  the  capsular  ligament  is 
extensively  lacerated,  and  its  torn  edges  are  covered 
with  a  kind  of  fibrinous  fringe. 

Mr.  Gregory  Smith,  in  she  thirteenth-volume  of  the 
London  Mediemi  Gazette,  has  recorded  the  dissection 
of  five  cases  of.  this  form*  of  dislocation,  which  had 
remained  unreduced,  and  two  of  ^dislocation  towards, 
taken  from  subjects  in  his  anatoanical  sworn..  In  ansae 
tU  mischief  was  so  wtesunj*  M  *>  somas*  Cor  **. 
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non-redaction,  or,  rather,  for  the  inability  of  preserving 
the  limb  in  situ,  even  if  replaced.  In  the  first  case  the 
bursa  beneath  the  deltoid  muscle,  communicated  with 
the  articulation  by  a  large  lacerated  opening ;  the  tendons 
of  the  subscapular!*,  supra-spinatus,  infra-spinatus,  and 
teres  minor,  were  all  torn  away  from  their  attachments, 
as  was  also  the  long  head  of  the  biceps,  which  was 
entirely  withdrawn  from  the  joint,  and  remained  firmly 
attached  to  the  anterior  margin  of  the  bicipital  groove ; 
the  capsule  was  much  thickened ;  long  and  numerous 
bands  of  organized  lymph  extended  in  various  direc- 
tions; the  anterior  portion  of  the  glenoid  cavity  •  was 
broken  off,  and  the  head  of  the  bone,  under  surface 
of  die  acromion  and  glenoid  cavity,  covered  with  a 
kind  of  porcelain  enamel. 

In  the  second  case,  the  bursa  communicated  with 
the  articulation,  as  in  the  former  instance.  The  ten- 
don of  the  snbscapularis  was  partially  torn  from  its  inser- 
tion %  the  long  head  of  the  biceps  had  been  ruptured 
about  half  an  inch  from  its  attachment  to  the  glenoid 
cavity  ;  the  supra  and  infra-epinati,  with  the  teres 
minor,  remained  entire ;  the  capsule  was  much  thick- 
ened and  torn,  and  fibrous  bands  extended  in  various 
directions,  but  the  articulatory  surfaces  were  not 
covered  by  enamel. 

In  the  third  case  the  bone  appeared  larger  than 
usual ;  the  tendons  of  the  supra  and  infra-spinati,  teres 
minor  and  long  head  of  the  biceps  were  completely 
separated  from  their  insertions,  the  tendon  of  the 
aubscapularis  was  partially  so,  the  capsule  was  thick- 
ened and  torn,  and  the  articulating  surfaces  covered 
by  enamel. 

In  the  fourth  and  fifth  cases,  the  patient  had  been  a 
hard-working  washerwoman  to  the  time  of  her  death ; 
both  shoulders  had  been  dislocated.  In  the  right 
shoulder  the  bursa  beneath  the  deltoid,  communicated 
with  the  articulating  tendons  of  the  subscapularis 
and  eupra-spinatus  muscles,  torn  from  their  insertions, 
both  mwing  become  united  with  the  common  capsule ; 
the  long  tendon  of  the  biceps  was  torn  and  attached  to 
the  raarjin  of  the  bicipital  grooves  there  were  numerous 
points  of  exostosis  and  enamel  on  the  nether  surface 
of  the  acromial  process,  which  had  been  fractured  ob- 
liquely and  united  by  ligament;  that  portion  bf 
the  belly  of  the  biceps  connected  with  the  long  head 
was  very  short  and  thin,  whilst  that  attached  to 
the  amort  head  presented  a  corresponding  increase  of 
development  from  having  double  doty  to  perform.  In 
the  left  shoulder  the  bursa  was  lacerated  as  in  the 
right ;  the  tendon*  of  the  supra-spinatus,  snbscapularis, 
and  long  head  of  the  biceps,  were  torn  through  or 
detached,  the  synovial  membrane  lined  by  villi  of 
lymph,  and  the  head  of  the  hone,  glenoid  cavity  and 
acromion  process  covered  with  enamel.  •  1  shall 
reserve  the  remaining  two  eases  until  we  come  to  the 
subject  of  dislocation  forwards. 

The  next  points  for  our  consideration  are  the 
obstacles  to  reduction.  The  older  surgeons,  from 
not  having  availed  themselves  of  their  opportuni- 
ties of  dissecting  these  cases,  were  apt  to  theorise 
upon  the  subject,  and  we  consequently  find  some 
of  the  highest  authorities  in  surgery,  among  which 
.  we  may  enumerate  the  names  of  Petit,  Duverney, 
Hetsler,  Boyer,  Demit;  and  White,  imagining  that 
tie  iMh  11HI1  ii  arise  from  the  uec*  of  the 'bene  being 
tightly  embraced  by  the  raptured  capsular  ligament. 


Stayer  and  Desault  believe  that  the  capsular  ligament  ' 
Is  so  constructed  that  frequently  the  opening  in  it 
becomes  closed,  and  thus  impedes  the  return  of  the  ' 
bead  of  the  bone,  but  the  cases  which  I  have  above  - 
related  to  you,  prove  the  fallacy  of  this  doctrine,  mas-  " 
much  as  in  all  these  instances  the'  ligament' had  been 
lacerated  to  too  great  an  extent  to  offer  any  obstacle, 
end,  moreover,  these  tissues,  as  I  have  pointed  out  * 
in  a  former  lecture,  although  capable  of  being  stretched 
to  a  certain  extent,  are  not  endowed  with  the  power of ^ 
contractility,  and,  consequently,  rf '  the  torn  edge** 
should  fall  round  the  neck  of  the  bone,  they  do  so  pas*  • 
sively,  not  actively,  and  are  totally  enable  to  present  • 
any  active  resistance,  as  .they  must' do  if  Buyer  and 
fresauk  were  correctin  their  opinion*  .But  it  is  univer- 
sally admitted  in  the  present  day  that  the  muscles  are  ^ 
the  great  opponents  to  reduction.    They,  as  Mr.  Rett  • 
has  observed,  are  the  moving  power  by  which  these- 
parts  are  thrown  into  action.    When,  therefore,  their 
course  of  direction  becomes  suddenly  and  violently 
changed,  when  they  are  put  unnaturally  upon  the  < 
stretch,  they  are  thrown  into  a  state  of  powerful  ante* 
gonmatton,  and  the  stimulus  afforded  from  the -irrita- 
tion keeps  up  this  contraction.    Hence  arise  the  dh%V  -. 
culties ;  and  it  would  appear  that  the  muscles  perform 
their  aarious  offices  connected,  with  dislocations— fisst> 
in  producing  the  dislocation;  secondly,  in  opposing  < 
reduction ;  and  thirdly,  in  effecting  reduction  when  the 
head *f  the  bone  is  placed  in  a  favourable  position  by 
the  efforts  of  the  surgeon.  The  nextquestion,  however,, 
which  suggests  itself  is,  what  are  the  muscles  which, 
offer  the  greatest  resistance,  and  which  consequently  < 
Jare  the  great  obstacles  ?  It  was  to  this  point  I  referred 
when  I  alluded  to  the  inutility  of  endeavouring  to  lay 
'down  a  general  rule  from  isolated  cases.  There  can  be 
no  doubt  that  the  effects  of  dislocations  defer  with  the 
different  causes  producing  them,  and  that  a  true  know* 
ledge  of  these  effects  can  only  be  attained  by  exne* 
rience,  either  from  the  examination  of  several  cases  by 
dissection,  or  by  comparing  the  results  of  the  various 
cases  recorded.    Mr*  Thompson,  in  his  observations 
in  his  own  case,  has  alluded  to  this,  and  he  moreover 
inquires,  "  whether  the  difficulty  in  inducing  a  disk* 
cated  shoulder,  when  the  head  of  the  bone  ia  lodged, 
in  the  axilla,  does  not  proceed  from  the  neck  ef  the , 
.humerus  being  tightly  embraced  by  the  feeds**  a/  tto 
\wbioqntiarii  end  feres  mmor  mutcl*  ewiaisy  oeWfm%  . 
over  it,  and  by  the  pendulous  nap  of  the.  capsular. 
ligament:  the  first  making  a  considerable  resistance* 
and  the  latter,  by  closing  the  opening  between  the . 
'tendons,  in  attempting  to  reduce  the  head  of  the  bone 
'from  without  inwards,  becoming  tense  and  stretched 
}in  proportion  to  the  extension  of  these  tendons  and 
Impulse  of  the  head  of  the  bone  behind  it,  and  thereby 
preventing  the  reduction,  especially  when  the  attempt 
!i*  made  in  an  horizontal  line,  or  carried  downwards  ?"    , 

!    With  regard  to  Sir  Astley  Cooper's  •second  casei 
ithat  gentleman,  after  describing  the  appearances,  pro- 
ceeds—"Havmgdetermhied  these  points  bydisseetton,  - 
i  next  endeavoured  to  reduce  the  bene,  but  finding; ' 
the  resistance  too  great  to  be  overcome  by  my  own 
efforts,  I  became  very  anxious  to  ascertain:**  origin  | - 
I  therefore  divided  one  mosem  after  another,  cuAtmff ' 
through  the  «>rec©-bvuchia|is,  teres  major1  snd  miner, 
aiidWra-flp«iataamiiefcle«v    ¥et«Wtb«.o>i>osstiM«# 
my  efforts  remained,  and  with  but  little  apparent 
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1 thenconeerrcd  am*  the  deltoid  mint  to  the 
chief  cause  qf  my  uOore,  and  by  derating  the  ana  I 
relaxed  (feii  muscle,  but  still  could  not  reduce  Ike  die-, 
location*  I  next  divided  the  deltoid  aiucle,  «aA  then 
found  the  sunrnnpiaatni  miycle  my  great  opponent, 
unjil  |  drew  tjie  arm  directly  upwards,  when  the  head 
oC  the  bone  glided  into  tie  glenoid  cavity.  The 
aWfotd  and ntpra-tpimtfuM  aunrefef  art  tkott  wtockmott 
p**4tfuU#  mist  reduction  in  Hit  tccidmi." 
I*  us  new  refer  to  Mr.  Ciampton.  He  says— "In 
to  eaaarteen  the  nature  of  tbe  obstacles  which 
the  redaction  of  tan  dislocated  hnaaarna,  ten 
acanufo  wee  Sand,  by  tbe  aim  beiag  raked  to  nearly  a 
right  aught  wilt  the  body ;  enteeaioo  waa  alawly 
aafaM  to  tbe  awn  by  puUmg  at  tbe  wriat *  it  tban 
I  that  ao  km*  at  the  hand  waa  held  engine,  tbe 
of  tbe  bone  reannVned  immovable,  the  chief 
» appearing  to  be  gamed  by  the  ofarno  a/  /a* 
eeeane  and  IHeeat  ieeeed  foe  need  a/"  toe  eone*  Tbe 
mnaetrs  .en  tan  beak  ef  tbe  acapnia  being  detached 
from  tbe  greater  tubercle,  could  of  eouna  afford  ao 
reaiataace,  but  oa  turning  tbe  position*  and  giving 
motion  of  rotation,  inwards  to  tbe  whole  liaf b,  tan 
extension  being  still  maintained,  tbe  head  of  tbn  bane 
glided  easily  iefto  tbe  eocket." 
Hate  tjien  wa  bare  tbe  neecripnow  of  three  caeca, 
of  three  eurineet   euiuuaeny  de- 


The  dnwewnn  and  character  of  tbe 
wear  the  aeaia  in  all  three,  but  the  effect* 
Oho  obeeaeke  to  reduction  were  eery  deMent 
totne  stmomeoto  of  tbeen  geDthwaea.   Wr- 


ithe gee  at  oononents  ;  8k>  Au  Cooper,  the 
Mr*  Crampeeov 
t  analogy  to  thatof  M^Thompecii, 
i  that  the  annnuky  of  reduction  atote  from  tbn 
i  of  tan  biceps  and  triceps  behead  tbe  neek 
ofebeboae. 

These  three  cases,  ss  well  ae  tbe  otben  whJeb  I  have 
related  to  you,  ectebttsb  tbe  met,  that  in  dudoeawawa 
apparently  ehniiar,  tbate  ere  maay  kinds  ae  well  ae 
degrees  of  laanenv  and  coaeeqaeatly  vary  different 
canoes  of  appeeillen  to  redaction ;  they  also  point  out 
to  you  tee  netceaky  of  acquiring  a-  cnatufcte  and 
genera*  knewfcafee  of  the  subject,  tbe  direction  and 
T  the  muscles,  whan  here row**  tbe  dun- 
In  theto  cases,  what  bee  been 
i  dnaecuou,  and  lastly,  what  waa  been 
donebyothevctoobrkte  theaewlfieulelee;  for  if  yon 
content  youreelvee  whb>  mefetjr  adopting  indfaridual 
view*  or  beta*  guided  by  individual  eaperienoe, 
you  wwl  find  yoinnsrres  very  much  ate  loss  when  yov 
arrtve  at  the  prsutJee  of  your  prof  eenou. 

M.  Malgaigue  places  tbe  'subscapular  among  tbe 
lunacies  stretched,  lie  observes,  u  tbe  deltoid  is  Orach 
elongated,  the  supra  and  subspinat,  and  tare*  mfnor, 
atoaaTetaand>ow^inag|eanJdenvitff.  The  subscapular 
peasss  above  tbn  beadnf  tbnbnna^iatorpcnedsonietnnes 
li  ulna  tie  nlaBd>tan.earnoaa»prneaaa;  it  is  eeeae  stretched 
than  any  other  and  teade  to  draw  tbe  head  of.  the  hone"1 
intotbcteaeoranakr  teas.''  MY  ftliienll*  of  Inranv 
in  a  neper  on  induction, of  recent  dhapceaVoae,  ceo*** 
-!>.  .it  ^yj-^  -* ^'gnjam  snrtatetne  that" elt the 


But 


dead  bodies,  we  atnat  always  take 
that  the. perei  acted  upon  are  in  n, aery  < 
to  what  they  era  during  life.  The  deed  auweka  bene; 
deprived  of  their  vital  contractility,  hare  ao  longer  the 
jpower  of  offering  any  active  resistance,  or  of  exerting 
jmy  active  influence  over  tbe  bone,  either  in  displacing 
|t  or  in  retaining  it  when  so  displaced,  farther  lata 
which  would  be  experieaced  from  aay  ether 

are  bands;  the  evidence,  therefore,  which  tban 
afford,  must  be  regarded  as  anything  bet 

lueire.  However*  I  am  disposed  to  agree  with 
VL  Filugelli  generally  as  to  tbe  snbacapularis  maacte, 
tnaamuch  as  he  is  supported  by  the  facts  exsosed  in 
the  cases  I  have  related,  for  in  eight  out  of  the  eleven, 
this  muscle  was  either  completely  detached  or  extee- 
tively  lacerated.  M.  FilugeUi  asserts  that  the  reantsase 
to  reduction  is  not  due  to  muscular  contraction,  bet 
^hat  other  aid  ie  necessary.  "  Thus,  he  says,  it  n  the 
bony  prominences  which,  projecting  against  the  articu- 
lar head  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  stretched  muscles 
on  the  other,  incessantly  poshing  the  latter  against 
these  prominences,  which  is  the  essential  and  complex 
cause  of  tbe  obstacles  under  consideration."  No  one 
ever  doubted  this  who  attributed  the  cause  to  moscabr 
contraction,  for  if  the  bones  were  perfectly  smooth  sad 
presented  merely  plane  surfaces,  without  aoy  irregu- 
larity, tbe  difficulties  would  be  rery  much  less;  but  it 
is  not  the  bony  eminences  of  irregularity  which  posh 
against  the  head  of  the  bone,  but  tbe  head  of  the  bone 
drawn  and  fixed  against  the  bony  eminences  by  iff 
action  of  the  muscles,  that  produces  the  eppotiuen, 
and  therefore,  after  all,  we  return  to  muscular  connec- 
tion as  the  true  cause. 


• 


»hn  has  au»a*u^te*  deed  body  tend  t»j 


!CASE  OF  MALFORMATION  OF  THE  GENI- 
TALS, IN  WHICH  A  CHILD,  TWO  MONTHS 
OLD,  CHRISTENED,  AND  ALWAYS  CON- 
SIDERED AS  A  FEMALE,  PROVED  VO  IS 
A  HOT. 

By  Hbnrt  Terry,  Esq.,  F.R.C.S.,  Surgeon  to  the 
General  Infirmary,  Northampton. 

Lois  Brown*  of  Mean  Aehby,  Noetbansnasnalua, 
ngad,tnn  months,  waa  h range t  to  the  Nnsthiauane 
General  Iuftruuuw  tm  the  Wet  of  March,  lie*  an 
ariouul  of  a  meafarniation  in  the  onaana  of  g^neranoa. 
The  mother  and  araannjutber,  who  enasn^  warn  the 
chunVeaid  that  the  external  opening  wen  closed^  aai 
tbe  water  came  ene  winng*  nan>  and'thntahn  wan  bora 
so.  On  aay  nrst  eanminatasn,  it  annenrod  to  be  e 
common  case  of  interferons  ragioa.  Tbent  nan 
howeeer,  a  little  fulnaaa,  and  a  slight  degreaef  wa- 
nuaence  at  the  lower  part  of  theeenunased  ebned 
orifice>  and  that  waa  the  only  peculiar  iiunilasUarr. 
which  I  obeerred.  On  peoeeeding  u>  aabaasm  the 
adaesioA,  which  required  no  cnttina>  and. vary  h«le 
foeee,  my  utaaost  surprise'  was  excited  bv  ma  an* 
pearances  which  were  preseated.to  new*  There*** 
which  looked  like  a  penis,  and  I  inane*  • 
diataly  fancied  that  my  patient  was  a  case  of  1 
pbroditkm>    I  asperated,  the  parti  morn  < 

minutely  examined  thorn  which  hadhfen- 
i 
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deal  confined  and  bound,  down  to  the  neighbouring 
parts*.  The  vagina  was  searcned  for,  but  in  vain.  The 
scrotum,  with  one  testicle  down,  and  the  other  descend- 
ing, wa^  gradually  developed,  and  the  little  patient  was 
presented  as  an  entirely  male  child.  There  was  a 
aught  indentation  at  the  orifice  of  the  urethra,  but  the 
canal. was  impervious,  and  the  urine  passed  through  a 
little  opening  behind  the  corona  glsndis,  just  at  the 
insertion  of  the  frcenum  preputii.  .  There  was  a  large 
quantity  of  loose  cellular  substance  covered  by  integu- 
ment in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  parts,  so  that  even  after 
the  separation  of  alj  the  adhesion,  the  slightest  lateral 
pressure  with  the  fingers  gave  again  the  appearance  of 
a  closed  vagina,  covering  and  entirely  hiding  the  penis 
and  scrotum  as  before. 

T  am  at  a  loss  to  give  any  satisfactory  explanation  of 
the  appearances  which  t  have  attempted  to  describe. 
It  only  appeared  to  me  ihat  from  an  exuberant  quan- 
tity of  surrounding  soft  parts,  together  with  a  retracted! 
and  rather  confined  condition  of  the  penis,  the  two  sides 
of  the  former  had  met,  and  formed  an  adhesion,  but 
thin  had  evidently  happened  before  the  birth,  of  the 
child,  as  n6  doubt  had  ever  been  entertained  as  to  the 
supposed  fact  of  its  being  a  little  girl. 

I  visited  the  child  the  next  day  at  Mears  Ashby,  and 
found  him  quite  weir,  but  the  mother  was  in  tears  and 
great  trouble,  as  the  said  she  should  be  laughed  at  and 
ridiculed  by  all  the  village  for  not  knowing  a  boy  from 
a  gfrfc  I  endeavoured  to  satisfy  her  on  this  subject 
by  assuring  her  that  her  ignorance  On  this  point  was 
not  greater  than  my  own,  and  I  offered  to  give  her  a 
statement  of  the  facts  of  the  case  for  the  clergyman  of 
the  parish.  The  child  has  been  frequently  at  the 
Infirmary  since ;  the  urethra  is  still  impervious.  I  have 
mesne  many  attempts1  to  introduce  even'  the'  finest  probe, 
best  have  not'  got  it  in  further  than  a  quarter  of  an  inch. 
Tin*  urine  pastes  tnrough  the  false  passage  without 
ineotivenience.  The  penis  is  still  rather  confined,  and 
tn«  same  state  of  the  surrounding  parts  remains;  by 
very  slight  lateral  pressure  the  almost  perfect  appear- 
ance of  the  female  organs  is* again  produced. 

During  the  present  tender  age  of  the  child  it  would 
dutthlseM  he  Wrong  to  do  any  thing  more  respecting 
the  urethra,  but  it  will  be  eventually  important  to 
decide  whether  any  thing  can  be  done.  I  believe  that 
tbe  urethra  is  not  carried  through  die  gums,  hut  ter- 
minates in  the  false  opening  behind  that  body,  consti- 
tating  the  disease  called  hypospadias ;  and  I  fear'  that 
snefra.  case  ssifnlts  of  nc*  remedy 


ON  THE  EMPLOYMENT  OF  THE  ESSENTIAL 

OIL  OF  ALMONDS  IN  COOKING. 

ByiJEfewAnn  J>i  Walks**  Jfijh,  Tdgnsaonth. 

to  run  boftoh  or  thb  jrotinoiax  unoiOAi  aj»d 

sokojcai*  jou&xtai* 

The  important  cane  of  fata),  poisoning,  by  the  .essen- 
tial oil  of  bitter  almonds,  communicated  by  Dn  Bull, 
in  a  recent  number  of  the  Journal,  brings  to  my 
memory  the  following  circumstance,  witnessed  by  me 
some  years  ago' in  the  house  of  a  friends  To  many  of 
yoawjvadejeibmay  seem  seiuweiy  worth  relating,  and 
yett  Mriaias  thn  narrative 4nayJte>  to  others  it  may 
toase*  no  mean  sigiuficancy,  as*o>  itynsftfttioit  of  ,\fc 
eiptreme^iioraotf^wbic^J  fjnjr  too,  generally  ^nrefayt 


kmonfst  those  who,  are  in  the  habit  of  using  the  almond 
flavour  for  domestic  purposes,"  of  the  qualities  of  the 
P  perilous  stuff."    From  this  ignorance,  and  the  uri- 
Piapay  facilities  which  the  faulty  state  of  our  law' 
permits  to  the  most  reckless  and  uninformed  of1  obtain- 
ing this  as  wejl  as,  all  other  poisons,  even  more  serious  ' 
consequences  might  result,  than  from  Its  employment ' 
for  criminal  purposes.     Anything  therefore  which  caii 
lend  even  slightly  to  expose  this  state  0/  things  more  ' 
fully,  seems  to  me  not  unworthy  of  attention,  more 
especially   just  at  this  time,  when,  ttkut    qtumtH 
WfbU  ifuiai  pemicia"  our  rulers  seem  bent  upori" 
mafting  matters  worse— when  those  who  a*fe  opposed 
(n  everything  else  to  the  author  of  tnfe  portentous  new"  ' 
acfy^me  of   medical  legislation   with  which  we  arts' 
threatened,  cheered  hfm  on  Ms  aWo'tfticement  oT'hnY4' 
desperate  purpose,— when  parties,  agreed  id  n'dthin'f ' 
pise,  seem  disposed  to  join  In  letting  loose  ^uadtery 
upon  the  land. 

On  the  .occasion  to  which  I  refer,  a  pudding  was 
sent  to  table  so  highly  flavoured  with  the  bitter  almond, 
that  looks  of  distrust  were  exchanged  amongst  the 
party,  and  no  one  seemed  disposed  to  commence  tne  ' 
assault.    A  message  was  sent  to  the  cook  to  enquire  ; 
|n  what  form  she  had  used  the  flavour,  but  we  Al 
know  that  cooks,'  as  well  as  poets,  are  somewhat  of  a 
*' genus  irritabile*   and   an  impatient  answer  warf  ' 
returned,  which  threw  no  light  on  the  subject,    ft 
may  be  supposed,  therefore,  albeit  uncomplimentary 
tojier  professional  skill,  a  tender  point  With  most  of' 
ua^  that  her  delicious  dumpling  was  partaken  of  with  ' 
great  moderation.    Next  day  I  prevailed'  upon  he?  to 
Show  me  the  material  she  had  used,  when  to  mjr  sur- 
prise, she  produced  a  small  bottle,  containing  the  ttfr* 
diluted  essential  oil  of  almonds.  OT  course  t  explafned'' 
to  her  its  nature,  and  the  danger  of  her  maldajg  use  of ' 
so  deadly  a  poison  for  such  purpose!.    But  fUbonreo* 
in  vain,  she  could  not  be  convinced,  and  was  so*  Jjer-  ' 
tnaded  of  its   harmlessness,  that  she  declare*  her 
determination  to  drink  it  ail,  in  order  to  prove' her 
superior  knowledge  of  a  matter  she  thought  entirety 
within  her  own  department ;  and  the  silly  ereatitre1 
continued  so  determined,  that  I  really  believe  '^he  ' 
would  have  carried  into  effect  her  mad  purpose;  Hint 
suffered  the  consequence, 

had  I  not'bethougfr  myself  of  an  expedient  by  which 
the  was  perhaps  aave4  -.  from .  becoming:  the  victim  of 
tier  own  folly. 

There' was  in  the  boose  a  favourite  ea*\  and  I  sug- 
geajted  thafcits  effects  should;  be.  fimt.  tried  upon, ,  Jura, , 
Here  was  an  honourable  compromise,  Accordingly  the 
Contents  of  the  phial,  which  measured  rather  lets  than 
^ialf  a  tea-spoon/ul,  were  mixed  with  half  a  tea-cupful 
of  milk,  and  offered  to  puss.  But  he  showed  himself, 
far  the  wiser  animal  of  the  two.  Whether  it  was  that 
like  the  dog  in  the  .table,  he  distrusted  such  sudden 
generosity— 

gepeatc,  UnenJU  sudtfs  grams  est, 
Vernm  peritU  irritos  tendlt  dolos— 

or  that  the  .mess  was  too  highly  flavoured  to. suit  hia. 
Unsophisticated,  palate,  I  cannot  exactly  say,  but  he  pro- . 
Gently  declined  to  tasfe,  fhe  "  drugged  posset."  AJas ! 
near  Tom's  caution  availed.  tyiu  not*  and  whilst  two 
fellow  servants  were  engaged  in  rut^essly  forcing  a 
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Mttse  of  the  mixture  from  a  tea-spoon  down  his  reluc- 
Unt  throat,  the  cook  stood  laughing  by  enjoying  it  as 
an  excellent  joke. 

Bat,  Mom!  recenli  event  trepidat  metu,  I  shell 
not  soon  forget  the  scream  of  horror  with  which  she 
fell  back  into  a  chair,  when  she  saw  the  instantaneous 
effects  of  this  small  quantity ;  for  no  second  doae  was 
required,  and  the  poor  animal,  with  eyes  starting,  and 
glowing  with  unnatural  brilliancy,  and  violent  con- 
vulsions, fell  in  half  a  minute  dead  on  the  table.  The 
poor  girl  trembled  violently,  and  it  was  some  time 
before  she  recovered  herself,  and  then  she  shuddered 
on  reflecting  on  the  narrow  escape  she  had  had ;  for 
she  solemnly  assured  me,,  that  had  I  not  persuaded  her 
to  the  experiment  on  the  cat,  she  should  certainly 
have  drunk. the  whole  of  the  poison  without  hesitation 
or  fear,  and  expressed  herself  not  a  little  grateful  for 
the  interference  which  she  believed  had  saved  her 
from  an  awful  death. 

Hie  quantity  which  would  have  been  swallowed  in 
thii  case,  was  perhaps  rather  greater  than  that  taken 
In  the  one  reported  by  Dr.  Bull,  and  might  therefore 
have  been  also  ratal.  But  this  consideration,  as  well 
aa  that  of  the  occasional  misuse  of  the  "  daring  drug,** 
seems  of  leas  importance  than  the  unrestrained  em- 
ployment of  it  in  its  undiluted  form,  for  culinary 
purposes.  Who  can  tell  what  unrecorded  evils,  what 
injury  to  health,  or  even  worse  consequences  still, 
may  have. attended, and  may  yet  follow,  so  absurd  a 
practice,  whilst  the  legislature  looks  heedlessly  on, 
and  unconcernedly  sees  death  playing  at  "  bo-peep^' 
with  ua  amongst  the  dishes  on  our  tables.  But  if  we 
cannot  succeed  in  awakening  the  dull  ear  of  authority 
to  the  many  crying  ilia  with  which  medical  men  are 
familiar,  lei  toem  not  be  concealed  by  those  who  have 
an  opportunity  of  making  them  known.  Each  little 
fact,  even  aa  small  aa  the  one  above  related,  may  help 
to  enlighten  the  public  mind,  and  arouse  our  sleeping 


I  should  apologise  for  intruding  on  your  pages  at  ao 
great  length ;  but  I  conclude  if  you  do  not  consider 
the  matter  of  sufficient  importance,  you  will  not  give 
my  letter  a  place. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
EDWARD  p.  WAU^Qtfj),  . 
Teignmoath,  Devon,  Sept.  16, 1844. 


COX'S  CA8E  OF  CiBSARIAN  SECTION, 

TO  TBI  KD1TOR  09  TR*  PUOrtKCIAL  MBDttAL  AND 

surgical  jouhnal. 
Sib, 

The  late  case  of  Casaarian  operation,  reported  b^  Mr. 
Cox,  of  Welford,  calls  for  much  weighty  and  grave 
consideration  from  the  practitioners  of  midwifery;  and 
at  no  time  more  than  at  the  present,  when  quacks  and 
quackery  are  in  vogue,  should  we  bestow  more  atten- 
tion to  these  rare  operations  consequent  on  mid- 
wifery practice,  which,  when  successful;  call  forth 
the  gratitude  and  astonishment  of  the  patient  and  her 
friends,  but  which,  unfortunately,  when  often  unsuc- 
cessful, go  to  brand  an  att  with  unwonted  cruelty,  and 
sometimes  even  destroy  our  reputation  in  that  depart- 
ment of  our  practice. 


Now,  any  one  reading  Mr.  Cox'a  account  of  Bebeect 
Brooks*  case,  moat  at  once  acknowledge  the  extreme 
difficulty    (insurmountable  I  may  add)  he  had  to 
encounter,  and  it  is  this  very  insurmountable  diftculty 
that  influences  me  in  saying  that  craniotomy  sboaM4 
never  have  been  performed.    What  could  be  gained 
by  it  ?    Surely,  as  Mr.  Cox  himself  declares :—"  After 
waiting  aa  hour,  I  sent  for  my  friend  Mr.  Cobton,  of 
JBosworth,  and  we  had  a  consultation,  the  result  of 
which  was,  a  determination  to  obtain  a  third  opinion, 
nv  we  decided  that  craniotomy  would  be  of  Utile  or  m 
avail,  there  being  insufficient  space  for  the  ban  of  th\ 
shull,  8fc.  to  pate.*'    There  was  no  hope  whatever  of' 
delivery  by  that  means,     the    danger  of  lacerauW 
besides    attending  H ;   and;  above  all,  the  eertsie 
destruction  of  the  child's  Itfe,  which  too  often  tsleokeA 
upon  as  a  matter  of  little  importance  by  many  medial 
men,  but  the  wanton  sacrifice  of  which  must  be  viewed . 
by  otf  as  entirely  uncalled  for. 

The  operation,  however,  condemned  in  consultation. 
as  impracticable,  was  performed,  the  child  destroyed, 
the  mother  put  to  torture  and  agony,  and  the  chances 
of  success  from  the  Cstaarian  section  materially  lessened, 
for  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  the  irritation,  pain,  sad 
excitementof  perforating^nust  have,  inagreat  measure, 
precluded  Brooks  from  the  otherwise  better  chance 
she  had  of  recovery  from  the  latter  operation,  and 
the  almost  certainty  of  the  child  having  been  bun 
alive;  for,  from  its  appearance — "  having  been  lares, 
and  well  made,  and  of  more  than  average  proportions  "— 
we  must  conclude  such  would  have  been  the  cue, 
and  thus  one  life  would  have  been  saved,  with  the 
better  chance  of  preserving  the  other  also. 

Theme  remarks  are  called  from  me,  being  aa  ceeaw 
to  needless  craniotomy;  and  with,  a  wish  that  Jfe 
Cox's  unfortunate  case  may  act  aa  a  warning,  to  other. 
practitioners,  when  called  to  a  difficult  case  of  labour, 
to  think  there  are  two  /toes  entrusted  to  their  akiO 
instead  of  one. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
WM.  B.  Me.  £OAN,  M.D. 

Alstonfieid,  September  2nd,  1844. ' 


PROVINCIAL 

JWrtital  &  &urgfotl  9ottriral< 

WEDNESDAY,  OCTOBER  30,  1844. 


Theairaounceineiitof  the  intended  f^tkeral  meet- 
ing of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Associa- 
tion, to  take  into  rautderation  the  Ball  for  the  better 
regulation  of  Medical  Practice,  will  be  found  io 
another  column.  It  is  unnecessary  for  us  to  remind 
tbe  Members  of  the  Association  of  the  importance  of 
giving  effect  to  the  meeting  by  a  prompt  and  fafl 
attendance.  The  principles  of  reform  recognised 
by  the  Association  are  well  known.    They  are:— 

*  Unifonn  and  efficient  cmlafc&jlien  in  every 
branch  of  medical  science. 

"  BqnaJ  right  for  all  so  qualified  to  practice 


BENEVOLENT  PCND. 
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throughout  the  whole  extent  of  her  Majesty'* 
dourinions* 

•  The  adoption  of  the  .representative  system  in  the 
Jbsunation  of  the  councils  or  governing  bodies.** 

These  are  the  principles  which  are  embodied  in 
the  statement  pot  forth  early  in  ibe  present  year, 
and  circulated  among  tbe  members  of  the  House  of 
Commons  when  the  first  announcement  of  (lie 
new  Medical  Bill  was  made  to  the  House  by  she 
Hosne  Secretary*  They  are  those  which  have 
been  approved  by  many  other  Associations  of 
Medical  Practitioners,  and  are  also,  we  believe, 
in  accordance  with  the  views  of  a  large  majority  of 
the  Medical  Profession. 

The  first  duty  of  the  meeting  will  be  to  test  the 
measure  proposed  to  been  acted,  by  these  principles, 
assfi  to  consider  how  far  its  several  provisions  ate 
in  aooordenoe  wfth  them  5  or  whether,  If  they  are 
departed  from,  it  is  to  such  an  extent  as  to  be  alto- 
gether and  .fundamentally  in  opposition  to  them. 
The  next,  subject  for  consideration  will  be  whether 
the  new  bill,  though  possibly  in  agreement  to  a 
greaser  or  less  extent  with  the  principles  recog- 
nised by  the  Association,  may  not  contain  other 
provisions  which  are  incompatible  with  the  welfare 
of  the  Medical  Profession,  and  calculated  to  dimi- 
nish the  usefulness  of  its  members,  and  injure 
them  in  public  estimation. 

It  is  sufficiently  obvious,  /or  example,  that  tbe 
exifaordinary  and  uncalled-for  attempt  to  legalixjS 
tbe  practice  of  unqualified  persons  could  never 
beve  been.eontesaplatedby  the  Association,  and 
therefore  the  recognition  of  any  express  principle, -r- 
thal  none  but  the  duly  qualified  should  be  allowed 
to  practice  medktne,--would  have  been,  previous  to 
the  introduction  of  tbe  new  bill,  superfluous.  The 
law  op  to  this  period  had  declared  the  practice  of 
each  persons  illegal,  and  accordingly  all  that  the 
Association  bail  contended,  or  could  contend  for, 
was,  that  the  enforcing  of  its  prohibitions  should 
be  rendered  of  more  ready  and  fssile  execution 

Thss  then,  with  any  stsaUar  errors  and  defects. 
with  whfcti  the  bill  wiay  be  chargeable,  should  be 
investigated,  and  if  deemed  wrong  in  principle,  or 
iojtirioo*  in  effect,  firmly  protested  against.  The 
more  grateful  duty,  also,  of  approval  of  such  parts 
of  the.  measure  as  are  likely  to  pro? e  beneficial 
will  not  be  forgotten  j  and  whatever  may  be  the 
result  as  which  the  meeting  sjwli  arrive,  we  are 
secured  that  the  same  candour  and  high  tone  of 
feeling  which  have  ever  distinguished  tbe  meetings 
of  tbe  Association,  will  equally  pervade  the  pro- 
ceedings on  the  approaching  occasion. 


THE  BENEVOLENT  FUND. .      . 

TO  TUB  UDiTOa  OS*  THE  FUOYIMOIAL  MS9IOAJ.  *SU> 
SUBOICAX  JOVJKXAL. 

Sin, 
»    I  remember  being  very  much  struck  ia  early  life  by 
a  little  American  work  called,  "'Essays  to  de  good," 
showing  various  ways  in  which  individuals  might  house* 
their  fellow  creatures.  I  also  heard  lately  an  adailsabss 
sermon  from  an  eminent  divine  of  Birmmghmn,  whose 
Writings,  to  my  nothing  of  his  sermons,  have  benefitted 
lens  of  thousands  all  over  the  worJeV-tYosa  this  text/ 
finis  thy  day/*  which  he  treated  ander  two  livisiena, 
f*  We  have  all  a  work  to  perform,  and  a  day  in  which' 
tone  U."    Now,  sir* while  my bum 
meditative  influence  of  both  the  above  i 
I  read  the  report  of  the  last  meeting  of .  our  Association; 
attforthampten,  and  laughed  over  the  lucubration*  of', 
my  talented  and  estimable  old  friend,  Mr.  Newuhacs,  > 
oa  Mesmerism.    Ingenious  as  are  his  argumenm  and 
deductions,  I  cannot  agree  with,  him,  nor  do  I  desire  en 
do  so,  and  yet  he  has  in  a  most  extraordinary  manner 
worked  anon  my  mind  en  the  subject  of  our  Benevo- 
lent Fund.    He  has  roused  rue  to  action,  andj  at  ones 
resolved,  without  loss  of  time,  to  try  whether  I  could 
not  steal  a  march  upon  my  friend,  and  raise  more  even 
than  he  Jsas  done,  clever  and  influential  an  he  is.    He 
will  be  the  first  to  rejoice  with  me  when  he  learns  that 
In  one  fortnight  I  have  succeeded  beyond  my  expec- 
tations.   My  plan  has  been,  and  I  mention  it  that  * 
others  may,  if  disposed,  act  upon  Its  suggestion,  to 
draw  up  a  circular  letter,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  the 
honour  to  enclose  for  your  perusal,  and  forward  It  to 
influential  and  benevolent  persons  in  this  neighbour-  * 
hood  and  elsewhere,  as  they  might  be  known'  to  me. 
Tbe  result  has  been  that  I  have  in  a  short  lime  re- 
ceived more  than  a  fourth  part  of  the  whole  disburse-  ' 
meats  of  the  fund  for  the  last  year,  mostly  in  dona-  ■ 
tieas,  but  I  have  received  a  few  annual  subscriptions.  ' 
I  am  proceeding,  and,  as  soon  as  I  can  feel  satisfied  ' 
that  my  list  will  be  for  the  present  dosed,  T  smuT  have 
the  pleasure  and  satisfaction  of  communicating  with  ' 
our  treasurer,  Dr.  William  Cottolty.    I  think  If  a  few  . 
of  our  brethren  would  adopt  some  such  plan,  (here 
would  be  no  lack  of  foods.    I  am  glad  the  compulsory  ' 
clause  was  struck  out  at  the  last  meeting,  or,  rather,-  ' 
was  withdrawn;   by  that  energetic  able   man,  Dr." 
Cowan.      No,  Sir,  the  voluntary  principle  'If  'you 
please. 

Dr.  Davis,  of  Presteign,  has  started  an  idea"  of  a 
music  meeting  to  benefit  our  fund.  It  has  I  think  its 
objections,  and  the  only  way  it  strikes  me  In  which  it 
could  be  at  all  adopted,  and  I  mention  ft  to  great 
deference  to  our  Council,  would  be  that  each  local 
committee  formed  where  the  anniversary  Is  held, 
should  be  empowered  to  adopt  on  their  own  responsi- 
bility any  measures,  which  their  own  locality  or  dr- 
cusnstsnces  may  induce  them  to  do,  likely  to  benefit 
the  Benevolent  Fund,— whether  music,  or  a  bazaar,  or 
a  town  canvass,  or  all  united. 

I  am  very  glad  the  Journal  is  continued :  it  is  well' 
managed,  is  a  cheap  and  useful  publication,  but  1  ' 
should  like  to  see  practical  details  from  others,  bb  well  ' 
as  from  the  very  able  members  who  now  almost  exclu-' 
sivfly  write.  What  is  Mr.  Newnham  abodt  ?  or  Mr.' 
Workman,  of  Basingstoke,  or  Mr.  Winter,  of  Brighton, 
or  Mr.  Wickham,  of  Winchester,  that  they  seloom  or 
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r  benefit  us  by  tbelr  close  application  and  press!* 
cal  nmmrlance  ?   mi  Mat  est. 

4lue-werdj  ow,  before" I  dole  teds  too  lengthy  eons* 
mwatcaftiott,  on  the  ptan  of  w/wpHetarv  schools.  'It 
will  be  an  admirable  one  It  finite,  bnt  ales  ft*  tbe 
vmtsat  jeanwX the adjust wmologfciwm.  What  can  be 
i?  Will  it  be  possible  to  unite,  eonlbramst  and 
sfovmist  heethrmt,  or  went  the  eemtwebmeum  be 
i?  University*'  ©oUenjc  bat  prospered  Winer 
at,  bnt  now  they  nave  adopted  an 
I  name people iay  what  next? 
JOng*  CceJege  wee  more  exeleahre  end  became  a 
fails**..  I  am  told  it  ia  rallying.  Education  is  of  the 
firmed  last  importance,  and  I  confess  I  am  an  advw* 
case  ft*  it  in the  warmest  manner  I  can  be,  bnt  I  do 
not  see  the  way  claw  to  a  union  of  both  pmsksj 
tbongh  I  wish  it,  and  wkh  reverence  would  say  pray 
for  ttV-that  wisdom  may  be  given  to  our  committee  to 
devise  an  able  plant  »»d  then  to  put  it  into  execution. 
Pray  encase  the  liberty  I  have  taken  In  thus  troubUhg 
yen  wish  nfy  cogawtiomvend  behevemOf 
&*>  your  obedient  servant, 

J.ILBEDDOME,  MJ>*  hlR.CS* 
y,  Sept.  16, 1844. 


SCHOOLS   OP  PRELIMINARY  EDUCATION 
FOR  THE  SONS  OF  MEDICAL  WEN. 

TO  T^B  aDlTOa  OV  THE  PEOYINCIAL  MEDICAL  ANB. 
aunoiCAL  JOURNAL.  4 

Sin, 

Although  tbe  design  of  Mr,  Martin  is  only,  as  yet  in 
iminlsncy,  already  has  it  called  forth  congenial  inasds 
to  his  assistance :  nor  is  it,  I  hope,  uabccoming  any 
who  feel  interested  in  the  subject  of  Medical  Educa- 
tion, to  attempt  to  further  his  benevolent  intention. 
Together  with  the  more  learned  observations  of  others, 
should,  the  following  practical  suggestion*— which  arc 
founded  partly  on  personal  experience,  partly  on  tbe 
opinions  of  uieu  who  have  taught  in  our  universities--; 
be  considered  worthy  of  record,  I  shall  feel  obliged  by 
your  giving  them  a  place  in  your  Journal 

I  do  not  pretend,  Sir,  in  this  letter,  to  lay  down  a 
plan  Car  a  perfect  course  of  study,  proper  to  be  pursued 
in  a  school  for  the  medical  profession;  sucbalefsils 
would  be  the  badness  of  the  heed  mastery  but  merdlf 
to  call  n)e  attention  of  those;  interested  in  the  matter, 
to  the  method  by  which  the  coming  generation  should 
fa^my  Judgment  be  grounded  in  those  principles,  the 
want  of  w^ich  we  daily  confess  and  deplore^  It  is 
pretotned  that  the,  schools  will  be  based  on  sound 
rejigioua  instruction,  befitting;  the  character  of  a  learned 
profession,  which,  because  it  is  of  universal  application, 
and  because  it  has,  in  spite  of  hydra-headed  quackery, 
in  all  ages,  since  the  days  of  Hippocrates,  maintained 
as  a  principle,  "  quod  *e*per9  fnod  ubique,  awed  ai 
eminent  traditum  at//'  is  entitled  to  be  held  eminently  ( 
catholic. 

It  is  possible  that  useful  financial  bints  may  be 
gleaned  front  observation  of  the  ways  pursued,  and 
means  appropriated,  in  some  modern  schools  founded 
by  private  companies;  but  those  who  conduct  academi- 
cal study  in  our  Universities,  lament  $oo  often  the 
noveity  of  real  teaching  in  many  of  those  recent 
eembUs^saents,  where  an  attempt  is  made  to  teach  too 


much.   True  educatsan,  as  such  men  know,  consists 


not  so  much  in  giving  positive  information  of  facta,  at 
In  rooting  of  principles,  which  in  after  years  are  to  be' 
applied  to  the  varied  business  of  life.  One  dinger, 
however,  hi  especially  to  be  awarded  aanwet  in*  111 
systems;  I  mean  thai  narrow  niumndsfffr  e/  sued, 
which  people  are  apt,  and  wish  good  reason*  to  fancy 
fs  engendered  by  sameness  of  thought,  of  action,  aog, 
of  pursuit,  where  men  of  one  profession  only  are  upited 
together.  Against  this  there  is  no  preventative  perhapi 
more  certain  than  a  healthy  and  classical  education. 

Taking,  then,  the  system  pursued  at  ouV  great  seboftw 
•m  the  basis,  I  would  propose;  without  utoffermg  wmV 
its  funds mentshy  so  to  controni  the  detail,  that  it  any 
be  modelled  to  the  wants  of  the  peilfcujar  chat  for 
whom  it  is  designed.  For  we  must  not  foigej,  tost, 
although  many  of  the  scholars  in  our  future  schools 
will  probably  go  out  in  arts,  still  the  majority  wfll  be 
intended  for  the  medicaf  profession.  To  come  at  cats 
to  practical  points  I  offer  the  following  sua^estiow^- 

In  our  schools  certain  authors  should  la  added  is 
the  Kst  commonly  in  use;  some  substituted  far  otaco. 
In  Greek,  Hippocrates,  Aretums,  Aristqtie,  hisphyiicsl 
sciences  and  natural  history,  might  be  ad£ed,  wife 
Theophrastus  and  Dioacoridea,  fathers  in  Majeiia 
Medica.  So,  too,  Xenophon's  u  Memorabilia,**  parti  of 
which  are  semi-medical,  might  be  substituted  for  ha 
"tyropcedla."  Again,  in  Latin,  more  of  Pliny  and  t 
little  less  of  Cicero  might  be  read;  more  of  Lucmtnu, 
irtrgflV'Georgkjs/'C^tun^ 
de  re  Ruttitd,  than  of  Ovid,  TibuUus,  and  sue*** 
Tp  these  add  Celsnj  and  Galen.  Thus  the  discoverjei 
of  modern  science,  in  almost  every  branch  of  medical 
knowledge,  might  be  grafted,  by  comparison,  on  tie 
discipline  of  mind  which  the  learned  languages  iatptft 
Nor  should  the  Arabian  physicians  and  the  scwaolmea  Vft 
entirely  excluded,  such  for  etaniple,aaAverroea,Ch«om 

«    !■■■  ■  iTfi     mM»  *I  mm  mm^mmSb.  A*.**  O 

and  Avicentia ;  Paulua  JEgineta,  nay,  perhaps  eves 
Paracelsus,  the  Empiric,  rather  of  chemistry;  tisvmwsm, ' 
of  Milan,  "Artmontm  nsfm wjiuifllsitaws /'  Vcssttm, 
Fallopius,  Heanshnv  themmer*  of:atmusuty$  Msfch* 
ab  Aqtoapcudeute*  tbe*  founder  of.  modern  evmerft 
Bohn,  of  Leipsic* "  Ac  ejmio  m$dkd  &mco  *firm? 
These  latter  authors  would  prepare  the  mind  to  t 
nomenclature  which  it  now  approaches  In  utter'  dsxl- 
nesnii  and  although  they  are  too  voluminous,  and  * 
woutonotbeeipednmt,**  nfctoewnmtwofrlfwJfrfr 
tbe  bands  of  boys;  yet  Jwdsilous  "  Am*ct*  JaVnwilvv 
loth  in  Cbmek  wad  l^wiiv  inigte 
nse»  Above  all,  more  Lata  than  jatatna}  should  t« 
taught ;  Latin  prose  composition,  beman  early,  shoajd 
never  be  intermitted,  and,  what  is  macb  neglected, 
hoys  should  be  trained'  Xx>,tpe4*  tie  LaK*  Jsneweyr. 

Farther,  no  sound  education  can  be  given,  nnksf 
logic  form  a  portion  of  it;  and-  this  ] 
to  the  art  of  medkine;  waarctn  precMiofli  of  < 
profound*  reasonings  and  aocurecy-of 

\<Mtiyi*Wtoui***m,f**wi9t.  ?^.#vsu«*of 

the  subject,  therefore,  requires  to  be  urged  no  further 
than  io  point  ont  the  necessity  at  least  of.  rudiments! 
instruction  ;  but  if  an  additional  argument  be  Beaded, 
t)  may  remind  my  brethren  that  in  primitive  ages  ue 
tere  all  logician*.  Galen,  whom  we  justly  regard  m 
She  father  of  our  art,  bell  ramsmhsrad, 
*  fourth  figure"  to  the  praxis  of  syttnghnn. 

•  Dante  hv*reo,c.4. 


LANCASHIRE  BONE-SETTERS. 
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leas*  /or  the  present,  but  would  nicomsaeud  thai  en^ 
csnr  agauMnt  be  given  to  drawing.  Muck  eleaaeufiary 
nnajocfiou  in  osteology  end  myology  nughs  be  coo-r 
veyed  by  this  means,  besides  thai  freedom  in  msju>thv 
tioo  and  grace  ia  after  life,  which  the  use,  of  the  pencil 
given. 

I  have  now,  Sir,  endeavoured  to  slmw.  that  oar  pre- 
Hasiasry  training  should  be  essentially  classical,  and 
ho«rflne4ifiedtoiiieHtbeex%endesorourpro(^ession; 
>et,  in  this  our  work  of  education,  1**  ua  never  forget 
the  maxim  of  the  heathen,  physician,  the  .master* 
moralist  of  antiquity,  that,  "  while  in  the  arts  the  thing 
produced  is  what  we  chiefly  look  to,  in  moral  action, 
on  tnecontrary,tbe  frame  of  mind  of  the  open*  is  the 
palpal  point  to  be  resnrdeuV't 
•     •<;  Jam,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

HENRY  DAYMAN,  Surgeon* 
Milbrook,  near  Southampton, 
September  16",  1*4*. 

tm\U,t.h. 


THE  LANCASHIRE  SONB-8ETTERS, 
to  ran  laiTOt  of  thk  provincial  medical  and 

SURGICAL  JOUMtAL. 

Sin, 
I  am  des8ron%  through  the  medium  of  your  widely 
cfreulatinr;  journal^  of  making  known  to  the  members 
of  the  f^ovincjal  Medical. and  Surgical  Association, 
and  the  profession  in  general,  {he  following  statement, 
and  to  request  their  opinion  as  to  what  ought  to  be' the 
conduct  pursued  by  medical  men  in  this  district. 

It  ia  a  welUknown  fact  that  Lancashire  has  long 
been  celebrated  or  notorious  for  its  bone  satfre%  or 
who  combine  with  their  snore 
> profession,  the  practice  of  attending  to  the 
broken  limbs  and  other  luuiihuits  occurring  to  the 
s  well  as  those  occurring  to  the  quadruped 
We*es«-irequeiittyrie«^ies1ed  to  meet  these 
snen  in  consultation^  and  h  as  weU  aa  several  others, 
smve  invariably  and  decidedly  refused  so  to  do,  believing 
tan**  -wnuhf  be  mMut  conducive  to  the  honour  and 
dsjutty**  the  piufisswm,  nor  in  its  altfcnate' tonse- 
qsnuun*  honeiejsl  te"thtf  pwMie,  hot  the  contrary. 
Wave  -as*  earn*  medical  a^  of  tnntf  MSfwemWfct 
nsnV  imsi%anro  wno  tenmtt  these  men  in  eeuoulm- 
tiomrnnd  thereby  gam  ndeehnni  advantage  over  their 
usee*  aanutmlmnV  bisAheen,  who;  actuated,  m  my  opt- 
anonvby  mono  eosseet  f eeHnge  of  prossanional  etiquette, 
reehjw  those  patients  who  ant  determined  to  have  the 
WvinveftafeaonHreeotjnsedprart^ 
by  cwnsnhmw;  with  ouch  psaetithmer*  reeoaenst  them, 
they  not  only  incur  n  {anmnlary  leas, 
by  is  of  jnspoVtance,  tut  also  what  ia 
is  and  Injurious,  they  are 
frnemuntljrohltged  toaanmd  frhmdn,wheea«ond  opinion 
b  they  are  naturally  anxious  tor  retain. v 
If 


and 


not  couaiauTCuHhlisrtcal  to  the  dignity 
i  profession,  It  hi  equally  evfnuMthnt 
therto  'bet*  restrained  by  uMr  IsaV 
wffl  be  bound  at  sshf-  ilefouio  to  Conform  to  <he 
pnctkxofta^kmseiit)drabr€«hfefi. 

We  aH  fan  this  sntnict  think  wo  bnve  Jum  reawsrfer 
beliigdisssn1sucdu>itbtbe  bill  which  &%  Jam*  ftrnuunt 
ia  about  to  introduce  to  the  nest  parbnmenUry  eemtow, 
bairmise  annra  is'  no  stringent  clause  to  prevei 
gulwinucahioners  preying  ufiootbeneattband  j 
of  the  psthhn.  Butfaow  those  who  I 
can  be  so,  is  tome! 


BoJton,Oct.l7rl»*4. 


0.  W. 


{The  foregoing  letter  is  authenticated  by  the  signa- 
ture Of  the  writer,  6r  we  should"  have  considerable  diffi- 
culty in  believing  that  any  medical  practitioner,  to 
whom  the  term  respectable  would  apply*  coujd  so  for. 
forget  himself*  to  nonntenaiKem^my  way  thai  irre- 
gnlar  species  of  piuethnu  The*  feeling  of  ten  prefeasiou, 
with  respect  to  the  throwing  even  of  the  practice  of 
medicine  without  restraint  to  unlicensed  and  unquali- 
ped  persons,  has  been  very  generally  and  forcibly 
pressed.  But  bow  we  may  aak  can  it  be  expected  that 
le  Government  shall  attend  to  the  remonstrances 
jrhich  the  unconditional  repeal  of  the  protective  clauses 

C^f  the  Apothecaries'  Act  have  called  forth,  when  medical 
men  are  not  true  to  themselves,  and  recognize  by  pro- 
leasional  intercouJe  Sn  private  practice  the  very  p. 
whose  incompetence  and  unfitness  they  in 
mplain  ?] 


!  FEIGNED  DISEASE.— CAUTION  TO  UNION 
-  MEDICAL  OFFICERS. 

to  Tttn  nnivon  of  thu  moyikciax  medical  and 
avnoiOAL  jouenax. 
Sir,  ' 

•  The  union  medical  officer,  In  common  with  the 
army  or  navy  surgeon,  Is  liable  to  be  called  on,  as  an  ' 
essential  part  of  hisdutjr,  to  discover  and  treat  cases  of 
Jrig*e*4i***M.  I  am  Induced  to  pobilsn  cue  manly 
occurring  id  my  practice,  In  order  that  the  offender 
maybe  detected  with  fern  trouble,  should  become 
under  «be  notice  of  any  reader  of  y^ur  Journal.  A  few 
weeks  since  I  was  requested  to  vUdf'  an  old  man  of 
eighty,  admitted  as  a  vagrant  to  the  workhouse  at ' 
fVells.  He  appeared  to  be1  suffering  merely  from 
slight  cold  and  fatigue,  and  was  treated  accordingly. 
As,  however,  after  some  days,  he  still  complained  of 
pnm  and  Weight  about  the  region  of  the  stomach,  be 
was  placed  m  the  sick  ward,  where,  ina  day  or  two,  he 
exhibited  to  me  a  quantify  of  blood,  which  he  stated 
|e  had  vomited.  Various  remedies,  including  blister- 
sag,  were  tried  without  amendment,  the  vomiting  still 
tlieturuing  at  intervals^  Finding  the  usual  concurrent 
efrsnntoms  of  hstinatenunns  abacat>  I  was  at  length  ted 
to  suspect  my  friend  to  be  n  mshnsnrer ;  the  more  so 
,ns  the  formal  cut  of  his  gray  whisker  indicated  the 
old  soldier,  and  bis  ntenjmr  of  talking  j*  teJsjjujej 
tsfasiteu*  atni  the  "mienfenarjK.snrvk*:'  m  wbUm  be 
^ ^bamad/to, bafu i»ctee%pnscnihuw4 Jeunuetjsy*   li 
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fort  requested  that  be  should  be  watched  narrowly,  but 
tbe  vomiting  noi  having  been  repeated,  he  became 
better,  and  io  a  lew  daya  left  tbe  house.  After  hlr 
departure  it  wai  aacertalned  from  hie  companions  in 
the  ward,  that  bit  disease  tees  shnulated,  and  that  he 
obtained  the  necessary  quantity  of  bleed  by  the  old 
expedient  of  cutting  his  gums. 

It  has  been  my  lot  to  detect  and  punieh  many 
maliafercn  of  fats  claas;  but  this  man'e  age  and  respect- 
able appearance,  if  it  did  not  prevent  suspicion,  pre- 
eluded  severe  measures;  and  although  one's  amour 
propn  may  be  somewhat  wounded  by  successful  decep- 
tion, still  it  is  far  better  to  allow  three  seen  offenders  to 
escape,  than  to  punish  one  innocent  and  really  diseased 
fellow-creature.  If,  howerer,  as  is  probable,  he  prac- 
tices the  same  device  at  the  next  comfortable  quarters 
he  reaches,  I  hope  thii  statement  may  previously  hare 
met  the  eye  of  Us  medical  attendant,  who  will  know  at 
a  glance,  that--. 

*  Hotspur's  father,  old  Northumberland, 
"Liee  crafty  ««*." 
I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  LIVETT. 

WeUs,  Somerset,  Oct  16, 1844. 


INDIAN  REMEDY  FOR  BQWEL  COMPLAINTS. 

rO  THR  RD1TOR  OF  THR   PBOYINOIAL  IIRDfCAL  AM»I 

surgical  journal. 
Sir, 

I  have  just  now,  as  a  patient,  for  a  slight  stomach 
complaint,  a  man  who  has  been  serving  fof  the  last 
eight  years  in  India,  as  a  private  in  the  16th  regiment 
of  Lancers.  He  is  an  intelligent  man,  and  he  has 
stand  so  me,  that  during  the  Afrgtian  war,  he  suffered, 
with  many  others,  from  severe  bowel  complaint,  and 
that  they  all  cured  themselves  by  squeezing  the  Juke 
or  pulp  of  a  fruity  which  he  says  the  natives  call 
"  Gorbus"  (and  which  very  much  resembles  a  pear 
In  shape  and  siae,  but  is  much  sweeter)  into  goat's 
milk,  and  drinking  tbe  mixture  freely.  This  plan  he 
states  was  invariably  successful,  and  many  cases  yielded 
to  it,  which  bad  baffled  "  the  Doctor."  la  anything 
known  of  the  fruit?  What  ia  its  botanical  feme? 
And  what  are  its  real  qualities  as  a  medicine  ?  I  per- 
haps, ought  to  state,  that  it  is  found  at  Benares. 
Probably  some  one  of  your  numerous  readers  may  be 
able  to  give  some  information. 

I  am*  Sir, 

Yours  obediently, 

T,  P.  F. 

P.S.  I  made  the  man  repeat  tbe  name  of  the  fruit 
several  times,  so  that  I  am  tolerably  sure  of  the  sound, 
though  by  no  means  so  of  the  spelling. 


REGISTRATION  FEES. 

TO  TUB  RBCTOR  OF  THB  PROVINCIAL  NBDICAL  AST* 
SUROICAL  JOURHAL.' 

Sim, 

Your  Journal  of  the  luth  raetent  exhibits  a  tabular 

view  of  Urn  number  of- the  medical  profession  taken 

from  the  Ute  ssetsstfcal  resurns  for  England,  Wales, 

Scotland,  and  Islet  ia  the  British  Seas.  Of  course  this 


does  not  include  members  of  the  profession  csttbTBftmT 
in  practice  in  our  foreign  possessions,  or  on  foreign* 
service  in  die  army  or  navy.  The  numbers  of  sargeMB*' 
and  apothecaries  are  stated  to  be  seventeen  tifceussal 
and  six.  Will  you,  or  any  one  of  your  numerous  con- 
tributors, inform  me  what  fees  of  registration  this  dssi 
of  practitioners  will  have  to  pay,  supposing  Sir  Jam* 
Graham's  Bill  to  psss  unaltered  in  that  particalsr. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
A  GENERAL  PRACTITIONER. 

October  21, 1844. 

[The  28th  clause  of  the  Medical  Bill  provides,  last 
nil  persons  legally  practising  as  physician,  surgeon,  or 
apothecary,  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  Act,  msy 
register  on  the  payment  of  a  fee  of  too  jiouadt  ia  the 
case  of  fellows  or  associates  of.  the  Colleges  of  Phy- 
sicians and  Surgeons,  and  of  Jfo*  sAetfmnv  hi  every  other 


sj 


i       PLASTER  OF  VDGO  CUM  MBRCURIO. 
For  the  information  of  a  correspondent  we  give 

the  following  as  the  composition  of  this  prepsrsnos 

According  to  the  French  Pharmacopoeia  :— 

Mercnre 95  psrts. 

Styrax  liquide 48      „ 

I       Emplatre  simple       .....  312      „       ? 

{       Cire  16  .  ,, 

Restne  •••••••    fa.      n 

Terebinthine        tf.      » 

Gum  ammoniac       5      „ 

Bdellium         ib.      „ 

Encens        ts.      ,, 

Myrrh    •••••••••is.      ,■ 

,       Safran 3      „ 

1       Esprit  de  Lavande    .    .    .    .    •     2      » 


SIR  JAMES  GRAHAM'S  MEDICAL  BILL 

SALISBURY  MEETING. 

'  On  Tuesday,  October  ^th,  a  meeting  ef  the  iaaoJ»e». 
of  theMedical  Profession  resident  in  Wiltsssm,  sej . 
held  in  the  Council  Chamber,  Salisbury,  ferthstut- 
pose  of  taking  into  consideration  Sir  Jamas  Gmbeufr 
Medical  BUI.    Dr.  Grove,  of  SaBslmry,  mtsnesair. 

Among  those  present  were  Dr.  W*  C.  Finch,  Mesas. 
Andrews,  Tstum,  Toooe,  Winner,  W.  M»Coates,  Lash, 
Middleton,and  Sensor,  Salisbury;  Dr.Brerett,Dsvissi? 
Messrs.  Ogilvie  and  King,  Calnei  Messrs.  Newaun 
and  Ramsey,  Mere ;  Mr.  Pyle,  Aymesbury ;  Mr.  Baser, 
Steeple  Laagford;  Mr.  Vomel,  St.  Hdeaa;  Mn 
French,  Wttton  $  Air.  Vicary,  Warminster;  Mr.  Croatoy 
Hindoo;  Mr.  L.  O.  Fox,  Braughtoa;  Mr.  Bbe* 
Warminster;  Mu  WiHett,  Fidtiugton;  Mr.  GssfgS 
Sylvester,  Trowbridge;  Mr.  Gibbe  and  Mr. G. Sbsf- 
land,  Westbury. 

The  Chairman,  in. opening  the  i 
mat  his  strong  attention  was  to  Sues 
Board  of  Health,  not  by  the  esse**  of  mirAtasy, 
hut  by  Government;  and  the  cmestion  as  to  uhslhw^ 
theprovauc^ofmebiii,  which  went  to  elsmive  ms*» 
gistered  practitioners  of  the  right  to  be  eppoiattd  to 


SALISBURY  MEETING, 


Mi 


public  often,  (situations  in  the  army,  navy,  and  civil 
rtianilMMiiln  of  Government,  or  under  the  Poor  Law 
Commawionirt>)  would  have  the  effect  of  guarding  the 
Jsublfe  against  the  danger  of  being  attended  by  parties 
ignorant  of  their  professional  duties,  was  a  point  which 
required  the  meet  serious  consideration. 

The  Honorary  Secretary,  Mr.  Winzar,  then  read 
letters  from  Messrs.  BaUey  and  Spencer,  of  Chippen- 
ham ;  Mr.  Adye,  of  Bradford ;  and  Messrs,  Trender 
and  Seagrim,  of.  Devizes;  expressive .  of  their  great 
regret  in  not  being  able  to  attend  the  meeting,  and 
their  interest  in  the  cause  for  which  it  had  been 
convened. 

Mr.  Toowvin  rising  to -wove  the  first  resolution, 
said  that  Government  had  been  repeatedly  applied  to 
to  introduce  some  enactment  on  the  subject  of  Medical 
Reform ;  they  had  responded  to  the  call ;  and  it  was 
open  to  the  profession  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  the 
provisions  of  the  measure,  with  the  view  of  fulfilling 
the  alleged  intention  of  the  bill,  which  was  to  promote 
the  best  interests  of  all  her  Majesty's  subjects,  by  fur- 
thering the  knowledge  of  medicine  and  surgery  on  the 
part  of  those  admitted  to  practice.  The  matter  wee  of 
asore  petrel  Jsnpejrennt*  than  might  at  first  sjgfct 
appear,  since  ji  not  only  regarded,  the  respectability 
and  efficiency  of,  the  medical  profession,,  but  .included 
also  the  well-being,  bealtb,  and  best  interests,  of  all  her 
Majesty's  subjects.  Some  points  of  the  bill  were 
important  and  valuable,  as  their  object  was  to  secure 
a'  certain  amount  of  competency  in  those  ad- 
mitted to  the  practice  of  medicine,  and  no  one 
could  complain  of  provisions  the  object  of  which 
was  to  elevate  (he  character  and  add  to  the  intelligence 
of  the  members  of  the  profession  to  which  they 
belonged.  There  were,  however,  others  which  were 
open  to  considerable  objection.  The  constitution  of 
the  Council  of  Health  was  calculated  to  confer  on 
Governtneni  a  greater  amount  of  power  and  infiueuce 
than  they  ought  to  possess.  The  medical  profession 
wwld  thus  be  placed  under  the  direct  influence  of  the 
Government  of  tbecounfry,.  and  be  presided  over  by 
men  who  would,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  be 
Government  officers.  They  could  not  tell  what  influ- 
ence might  be  exerted  in  such  circumstances.  There 
was  at  the  present  day  too  great  a  desire  for  centraliza- 
tion, and  he  feared  Shut  t be  effect  of  the  pswneeitkm 
In  question  would  be  greatly  i*  endanger,  if  i*pt.  to 
destroy*  |he  independence  of  the  profession,.  The 
chief  objection  was,  that  an  opportunity  was  afforded 
to  incompetent  persons  to  practise,  to  the  great  injury 
of  her  Majesty's  subjects,  who  it  Was  to  he  feared, 
would  he  hut  too  much  disposed  to  place  implicit  confi- 
dence in  such  practitioners,  whether  they  were  regis- 
tered or  not  .In  answer  fo  the  argument  that  in  mat- 
ters of  this  kind  the  public  were  the  best  judges,  ne 
begged  to  remark,  that  he  could  not  assent  to  that 
opinion,  since  he  felt  convinced  that  people,  in  general 
were  mere  children  in  reference  to  what  regarded  their, 
own  health,— -as  an  instance  of  which  he  would  mention 
n  case  that  had  come  to  his  knowledge,  where  an 
individual,  on  all  other  subjects  of  sound  and  vigorous 
understanding  and  most  correct  judgment,  had  repaired 
to  Devonshire  to  consult  a  rural  empiric*  by  whose 
adricc  be  had  actually  hung  frogs  about  his  child's  neck 
for  the  cure  of  his  disease.  In  conclusion,  Mr.  Toone 
remnr'Kfd,  ftst  it  would  he  subject  of  high  gratifies- 


turn,  if  in  the  progress  of  the  hill  matters  should 
be  so  arranged  as  to  place  in  the  hands  of  properly- 
ounMed  persons  the  high  responsibility  of  aetendm* 
to  the  health  of  Jmr  .Mspest/s  suljecns.!  Mr.  Toes* 
oVm  submitted  the  following  resolution  ?—  .  . » 

"That  whilst  thfe  meeting  nails  with  sathrfactfcw 
such  portions o*  •ThoBfllfor  dm  better  regulation  of 
Medical  Practice  throughout  the  United  Kington*,' 
recently  introduced  bj  48b?  James.  Gvahanv  ee  are 
calculated  .to  increase  the  influence  of  the.prossaskm 
ami  Uufnrovoteta  chetacten,  •  it  cannot!  hut  jegtuubwetst* 
feeling  ,of  «*egnet  .and  dimpeotnlment  these  grnroal 
principles  .which  .remove  all  luatrictione  (mm  ten 
practice  of  medicine,  -a*  a  measure,  meet  da*g*fQlls>tO 
the.public,  and  most  prejudkal  to  the  best  inieretw  of 
the  profession."  k 

JDjr.W.  Q.  'Ruob  seconded  the  nation,  winch 
wat;  carried  unanlinousry. 

Other  resolutions  were  moved  nod  seconded  b»  Mfc 
Tatum,  Mr.  Centos,  Mr.  Ogilvie,  Mr.  Neumuuv  4e»* 
and  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  .Winter*  seconded  h* 
JUc.  Pyle,  the  following  position  was  unaniunjanlp 
adopted:— 

"To  the  Honourable  the  Commons' of  the  Unite* 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  ParUasstnt 


r  h  The  Petition  of  the  uiidcmigued  Physicians,  Sur- 
geons, and  Apothecaries  of  Salisbury  and  the  surresmd* 
fog  distriela,  humbly  showetfa, 
.  "  That  your  petitioners  are  lec*Uy?e^iBM>d  frueuW 
tinners  of  Medicine  and  Songery*  resident  in  SsKsnnsy 
and  its  neighbourhood;  that  they  deplore  the  snsws 
loua  condition  of  the  medical  profession,  and  concur  in 
the  expediency, of  its  revision  by  ieawlative<nactraent* 
That,  although  .they  regard  wjjth  satisfaction  some  of 
the  provisions  contained  in  the  projected  bill  of  Sis 
James  Graham,  yet  as  a  whole  they  view  it  with  disept 
nointment,  disapprobation,  and  alarm.  While  it  pro* 
Teases  to  protect  the  medical  profession  and  the  public 
health,  they  believe  it  to  be  directly  and  most  griev- 
ously injurious  to  both.  That  it  offers  direct  encou- 
ragement to.empiadsm,  utithlt*  enormous  and  incal- 
culable evils,  tends  to  deerade.  the.  educated,  and. 
legalised  practitioner,  and  to  discourage  and  retard 
medical  science.  That  it  is  unjust  to  practitioners  who 
4>ave  quejined  themselves  by  a  prolonged  and  expen- 
'sive  course  of  study  to  subject  them  to  an  open  and 
unrestricted  competition  with  the  uneducated}  and, 
While  protecting  the  army  and  navy,  together  with  the 
poorer  classes,  it  fails  to  provide  for  the  great  body  of 
the  community,  and  exposes  them  to  the  wrongs  and 
miseries  of  the  ignorant  and  unprincipled  pretender. 
That  the  repeal  of  the  Apothecaries'  Act,  without  sub- 
stituting simple  security  against  empiriciam,  is  both 
unwise  and  unjust  j  and  that  any  bill  which  does  not 
provide  direct  and  efficient  prohibition  will  fail  to  give 
adequate  protection  to  the  profession  and  to  the  com- 
munity. Your  Petitioners,  therefore,  respectfully  and 
humbly  appeal  to  your  Honourable  House,  in  confi- 
dence that  the  prayer  of  their  petition  wDl  duly  receive 
"your  serious  snd  mature  consideration. 

u  And  your  petitioners  Will  ever  pray,  &c  " 


ii  .f  r. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


r-m — t- 

BEVERLEY  MEETING. 

A  essatieg  of  the  msaubers  of  tl 
mi  leldat  Bstterjey,  October  10th,  for  tbeporpoes 
of  coaaidaring  tne  bRl  of  Sir  Jmw  Graham,  for  the 

Vnitod JUimjloe*  Job*  JUekeon,  «**  Mayor, in  the 
cbajrv  **•»  fe  Mowing  jresoliitMms  were  adopted  :-- 
ftcpoasd  by  R. O. Bulbm,  fisq**und  ascended  by 
Carter,  Esq*  RJl^Tbat  this  meetmg 
the  bOl  submitted  to  the  Ummtof  Corn- 
by  Sir  James  Cbmham  altogether  inadequate  to 
of  pfsmmtrng  the  well-being  of  the 
al  itepnrviiiofu  calculated  rather 
to  Injure,  dun  promote  the  interests  of  the  General 
jTacwumers. 

riopoeed  by  John  Jackson,  Esq*  anil  seconded  by 
John  Wiumms,  Esq.,  M.D.—V  That  in  tbe  opinion  of. 
said  Mil,  byrepennmgtheApo- 
'  Ac*  of 1815,  and  substituting  no  adequate 
lie*  the  area!  body  of  Gecm^  Practitioners, 
,if  carried  Inito  present farm,  b*  highly  pre}*, 
dicml  to  the  interests  of  the  profession,  and  the  walmre 
of  tbe  pabJie." 

Proposed  by  llKMiatSafidwitb,  Esq.,  and  seconded 
by  Charles  Brereton,  Esq. :— "  Thai  in  the  opinion  of 
Shmtaeeemg,  any  bill  which  does  not  prohibit  tbe  sale 
of  stamped  arndknies,  and  prevent  quacks  and  un- 
qualified persons  from  nresoribing  nwriitinoi  lor  die 
earn  of  diseases,  is  totally  inadequate  to  relieve  the. 
1  Profession  from  the  evils  under  which  it  at' 


Proposed  by  R.  Carter,  fesq*  and  seconded  by  Thos. 
Sandwfch,  Esq.  t-""  That  a  Petition,  embodying  the 
foregofaf  resolutions,  be  addressed  to  the  House  of 
Omnttons,  and  that  the  Members  for  the  borough  be 
requested  to  present  the  same,  and  use  their  best 
efforts  to  jJrotoote  the  prayer  of  the  Petitioners." 


LIVERPOOL  COMMITTEE. 

TO  THE  SDITOn  Of  THE  PEOVINCIAL  MEDICAL  aWD 


BUBGICAL  JOUEMAL. 


Sin, 


I  amanqnestfd  to  forward  to  yon  the  name*  of  the 
CslkrwinggentleBAe^impointed'  to  form  tbe  Stsnding 
Commlffteeof  Liverpool,  relative  to  Sir  James  Graham's 
Bill  "For  the  better  Regulation  of  Medical  Practice 
throughout  the  United  Kingdom.*' 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  serran^ 

GEORGE  MILLBTT  DAVIS, 

Skceetaet. 
Liverpool,  October  23, 1844. 

Or*  Jeffreys,  Dr.  Formby,  Sir  Arnold  Knight,  M.D., 
Qr.  FxecUeton,  J.  P.  Helton,  Esq.,  Dr.  Sutherland, 
James  Long,  Esq*  Dr.  Dickinson,  Samuel  M'Culloch, 
Esq*  Edward.  Batty,  Esq*  W.  H.  Bainbrigge,  Esq* 
John  L.  Minshuh,  Esq*  and  King  EUieon,  Esq. 

P.S.  Very  courteous  and  satisfactory  answers  have 
been  received,  and  read  to  the  Committee,  from  Sir 
James  Graham;  the  four  Members  for  the  County: 
and  tW  two  MenAm  for  the  Borough. 


CHICHESTER  MEETING. 
At  n  meeting  of  tan  members  of  the  CMwwm 
Medical  Society,  held  at  thecomas  of  atol'noiaiiabJsa 
Instrtniiou,  October  iltn,  1844,  AV.MS3ar*n)w,b) 
the  chair :— It.  was  resolved  that  a  meetimj  of  a* 
members  of  the  Medical  Profession  of  Chicbe«er,im 
western  part  of  Sussex,  amf  the  eastern  part  of  Hans- 
shire,  be  convened  to  take  into  considerstips,  mi 
express  their  opinions  upon  the  Medical  Refone  Qffi, 
proposed  by  Sir  James  Graham.  Tbe  meeuaf  wn 
appointed  to  be  held  at  the  Infirmary,  Chichester,  <a 
Thursday,  October  '31st,  at  two  o'clock  in  the  after- 


W.  C.  CAFPIN,  Secretary. 


PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 

SPECIAL  GENBSAJL  MEETING. 

In  compliance  with  a  resolntion  of  tl*  Council  of  us 
Provincial  Msdtcsl  and  Surpoal  Aaaociatkm,  a  Spmnl 
General  Meeting  of  the  Aasociaakm  wiflbebeMatue 
TownHaH,  Derby,  on  Thursday,  the  14th  of  Noses** 
next,  to  take  into  consideration  Sir  James  Graatn'i 
Bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  Medical  Pracun 
throughout  the  United  Kmgdom. 

The  Councfl  wffl  rneet  aft  twelve  o'clock:  the  Gem 
ral  Meeting  will  take  place  at  one. 

ROBERT  J.  N.  STREETEN, 

SnCRBTAET. 


BOOKS,  Ac*  RECEIVED. 

■m  JRmtaenlona  as  n  Sohmes  fwjaje* 
logically  Considered.     By  J.  Ahtiseu,  late 
Hon.  East  India  Company's  Service,  6* 
WUttekerandCo.    1844.    8ve*pp.  *2. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Commtmicatmos  have  been  received  from  Mr.CH. 
Hlggins;  Mr.  Clarke;  Mr.  Betting;  A  Genual 
Practitioner;  Dr.  Beverly  Morria;  Mr.  Kaoete; 
Mr.  T.  Bancks;  Dr.  Cooper, j  Mr.  Ferule;  Dr. 
Soulby;  Dr.  Chariton;  Dr.  £.  Wilson;  Dr. 
Madden ;  Hie  Sheffield  Medical  Society ;  and  Mr. 
J.  Gates. 

An  Old  Subscriber  will  find  the  list  he  wishes  » 
procure  regularly  published  in  any  of  the  cun- 
msrcUl  papers. 

The  reports  of  the  Chester  and  Normanton  Meetmji 
are  in  type,  and  with  those  of  Newcastle,  BrsM 
and  aeveral  others,  wffl  appear  next  week. 

It  is  requested  that  aU  letters  and  enmmttniestiom 
be  sent  to  Dr.  Sfcreeten,  Foregste  Street,  Worcester. 
Parcels,  and  books  for  review,  may  be  addfesmi  ft? 
the  Editor  of  the  Provincial  Msdkel  and  fiuranal 
Journal,  care  of  Mr.  Churchill,  Prin«m  afreet,  Sobs. 


PROVINCIAL 

MEDICAL  &  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


CLINICAL  LECTURES  ON  DISLOCATIONS, 
DELIVERED  AT  THE  CHARING  -  CROSS 
HOSPITAL. 

By  Hen»y  Hancock,  Esq.,  Surgeon  to  tlie  Hospital. 
Lecture  v.ii. 

Although,  in  the  generality  of  instances,  the  signs 
and  symptoms  of  dislocation  downwards  and  for- 
wards are  sufficiently  dear  and  weU  narked,  still, 
aa  we  occasionally  meet  with  cases  in  which  the 
symptoms  are  more  obscure,  and  aa  we  have  not  ail 
of  off  the  same  opportunities  of  making  ourselves 
acquainted  with  the  subject*  I  will  now  point  out  to 
you  their  diagnoses,  or  the  signs  by  which  disloca- 
tions into  the  axilla  may  be  distinguished  from 
those  accidents  which,  to  a  certain  degree,  simulate 
them,  and  which  may. be  mistaken  for  them  by 
the  careless  or  inexperienced  practitioner.  I  have 
already  told  you  that  the  principal  signs  of  disloca- 
tion downwards  are  the  hollow  beneath  the  aero- 
mion  process ;  the  flattening  of  the  shoulder  instead 
of  its  natural  roundness ;  the  arm  a  little  elongated ; 
the  difficulty  of  bringing  the  elbow  to  the  side ;  the 
presence  of  the  head  of  the  bone  in  the  axilla;  the 
tingling  of  the  fingers ;  inability  to  raise  the  band 
to  the  bead ;  the  impaired  motions  of  the  joint,  and 
the  alteration  in  the  direction  of  the  axis  of  the 
limb  3  and,  lastly,  the  direction  of  the  acromial 
process.  From  this  you  will  observe  that  dislo- 
cations into  the  axilla  differ  from  luxations  forwards 
and  inwards,  or  under  the  pectoral  muscle,  by  the 
head  of  the  bone  in  the  latter  accident  being  thrown 
beneath  the  clavicle  under  the  pectoral  muscle,  and 
internal  to  the  coracoid  process  j  the  arm  shortened 
instead  of  elongated  ;  the  axis  of  the  limb  thrown 
forwards  towards  the  centre  of  the  clavicle ;  the 
elbow  more  separated  from  the  thorax,  and  thrown 
further  backwards;  in  most  cases  the  absence  of 
tingling  in  the  fingers,  as  the  head  of  the  bone  does 
not  usually  press  upon  the  axillary  plexus  of 
nerves ;  and  the  inability  of  moving  the  arm  for. 
wards  and  backwards,  which  the  patient  can  do  in 
dislocations  into  the  axilla.  I  would  also  add  that 
'the  acromial  process  projects  more,  and  that  the 
sub-acromial  depression  is  more  marked  in  dislo- 
cations forwards  than  in  luxations  into  the  axilla ; 
but  as  this  is  a  question  of  degree,  you  will  only 
be  enabled  to  judge  of  the  fact  from  experience. 
No.  3J,  Norember  6, 1844, 


You  will  distinguish  dislocation  into  the  axilla 
from  luxation  backwards,  chiefly  by  the  head  of  the 
humerus  being  thrown  on  to  the  dorsum  of  the 
scapula,  forming  a  tumour,  which  obeys  the  motions 
of  the  humerus  when  the  latter  is  rotated.  There 
is  also  more  power,  of  motion  remaining  in  this 
accident  than  in  the  two  former  to  which  we  have 
alluded, jmd  the  direction  of  the  limb  is  obviously 
the  reverse  of  what  it  obtains  in  dislocations 
forwards. 

In  partial  dislocations,  or  where  the  bead  of  the 
bone  lies  against  the  coracoid  process,  the  acromion 
is  less  prominent,  and  the  depression  beneath  the 
latter  is  less  marked  than  in  a  dislocation  down* 
wards;  indeed,  these  latter  signs  can  only  be 
observed  opposite  the  back  of  the  shoulder  joint,  in 
consequence  of  the  os  humeri  having  left  the  posterior 
portion  of  the  glenoid  cavity.  There  is  an  evident 
fulness  corresponding  to  the  head  of  the  bone 
in  its  new  situation,  where  it  can  readily  be 
felt  moving  when  the  arm  is  rotated.  The 
patient  enjoys  what  are  called  the  under  motions ; 
but  when  he  attempts  to  raise  his  arm,  he 
is  prevented  doing  so  by  the  head  of  the  bone* 
striking  against  the  coracoid  process.  The  axis  of 
the  arm  is  also  directed  more  forwards  than  in 
luxation  downwards. 

The  diagnosis  between  die  several  forms  of  dis- 
location of  the  shoulder,  which  I  have  here  described, 
is  sufficiently  clear  to  enable  you  to  decide  upon 
the  nature  of  the  injury  in  recent  cases,  before  any 
considerable  swelling  has  taken  place,  or  where  the 
patient  fs  not  overloaded  with  fat ;  but  in  some 
instances  of  fracture  about  the  joint,  the  diagnosis 
is  much  more  obscure.  In  Dupuytren's  u  Lemons 
Orale*,"  there  is  a  case  related,  which  ultimately 
proved  to  be  a  dislocation,  but  in  which  consider- 
able doubts  were  entertained  for  several  days 
whether  it  was  not  a  fracture,  for  which  it  had  in 
the  first  instance  been  treated  without  success. 

These  cases  will  cause  you  great  anxiety,  and 
may  be  of  serious  consequence  to  the  patient. 
Should  the  case  be  a  fracture,  and  you  mistake  it  for 
a  dislocation,  yon  put  your  patient  to  unnecessary 
pain  by  your  efforts  at  reduction ;  but  if  you  are 
careful,  and  understand  what  yon  are  about,  you 
will  commonly  be  able  to -discover  your  error  before 
it  is  too  late,  by  observing  that  if  you  reduce  the 
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parts,  and  then  leave  the  arm  to  itself,  they 
will  immediately  re-assume  their  abnormal  position, 
which  they  would  not  were  the  case  a  simple  dislo- 
cation. On  the  other  hand,  if  the  bone  be  dislo- 
cated, and  the  patient  treated  for  a  fracture,  it  will 
mostly  be  too  late  to  rectify  the  mistake  when  the 
splints  and  bandages  are  removed,  and  the  patient 
will  remain  more  or  less  crippled. 

You  may  frequently  be  called  upon  to  decide  the 
nature  of  injuries  to  the  shoulder,  at  times  very 
obscure  and  difficult  to  be  made  out.  A  man 
receives  a  blow,  or  falls  upon  the  part,  and  finds 
that  he  has  lost  the  power  of  raising  the  arm.  Now, 
this  may  arise  from  various  causes :  from  contusion 
of  the  deltoid  muscle,  or  laceration  of  some  of  its 
fibres ;  from  fracture  of  one  of  the  bones,  or  some 
of  the  processes;  from  ejection  of  the  biceps  tendon 
from  its  groove  ;  and,  in  early  life,  from  the  separa- 
tion of  the  epiphyses. 

As  it  is  of  great  importance  that  you  should 
be  well  acquainted  with  these  several  accidents,  I 
will  endeavour  to  explain  them  to  you  5  for  although 
I  shall  occupy  a  considerable  portion  of  your  time 
in  so  doing,  and  although  some  of  the  accidents  in 
question  are  so  different  in  character  that  it  is  im- 
possible to  mistake  them  for  dislocation,  still  others 
resemble  them  more  closely,  and  may  be  mistaken ; 
and,  moreover,  as  the  late  Sir  Everard  Home  used 
to  observe,—?"  You.  ought  to  be  prepared  not  only 
for  what  you  may,  but  for  what  you  may  not 
expect" 

,     FRACTURE  OF  THB  ACROMION  PROCESS  OF  THE 
SCAPULA. 

This  accident  is  the  result  of  direct  violence 
referred  to  the  part.  You  must  here  recollect  the 
scapular  attachments  of  the  deltoid  and  trapezius 
muscles ;  for  when  the  acromion  is  fractured,  by  the 
weight  of  the  arm,and  the  general  attachment  of  the 
deltoid  being-  drawn  down  thereby,  the  detached 
portion  of  the  acromion  is  depressed  and  separated 
from  the  remainder  of  the  process,  which,  with  the 
scapula,  is  raised  upwards  and  backwards  by  the 
trapezius  muscle.  In  consequence  of  the  arm 
felling,  the  natural  roundness  of  the  shoulder  is 
lost ;  whilst  the  head  of  the  bone,  dropping  to  the 
extent  of  the  capsular  ligament,  becomes  partially 
dislocated  towards  the  axilla.  Carry  your  fingers 
from  within  outwards,  along  the  spine  of  the  scapula, 
and  you  will  feel  the  rough  sharp  edge  of  the 
broken  process  just  at  its  union  with  the  clavicle, 
causing  great  pain  upon  pressure. 

The  distance  from  the  sternal  end  of  the  clavicle 
to  the  extremity  of  the  shoulder,  is  said  to  be 
lessened,  but  this  arises  from  the  felling  and  conse- 
quent flattening  of  the  shoulder,  and  not,  as  has 
been  set  forth  in  a  recent  work  on  fractures  of  the 
extremities,  from  the  clavicle  having  lost  its  con- 
nexion with  the  acromion  process  j  for  you  must 
recollect  the  clavicle  is  in  a  very  different  position 
in  this  accident  to  what  it  obtains  in  dislocation  of 
its  scapular  extremity.    In  the  Utter  accident,  the 


diminution  of  distance  doubtless  depends  upon  the 
altered  relations  of  the  clavicle,  inasmuch  as  one  or 
both  of  the  coraco-ckvicular  ligaments  are  ruptured ; 
whilst  in  the  accident  we  are  now  considering,  this 
is  not  the  case :  and,  moreover,  by  simply  pushing 
the  head  of  the  humerus  upwards,  against  the 
acromion  process,  the  natural  distance  and  aa* 
pearance  of  parts  are  at  once  restored,  which  would 
not  be  the  case  were  the  clavicle  displaced.  The 
latter,  in  point  of  feet,  has  nothing  to  do  with  this 
apparent  diminution;  that,  as  I  have  before 
observed,  depending  simply  upon  the  falling  sad 
consequent  flattening  of  die  shoulder  itself.  The 
arm  hangs  down  by  the  side,  and  the  patient  com-  \ 
plains  greatly  of  the  weight  and  dragging  of  the 
limb,  which  he  usually  endeavours  to  relieve  by 
supporting  his  band  in  that  of  the  opposite 
side.  He  is  unable  to  raise  his  arm,  but  can  move 
it  backwards  and  forwards.  When  called  upon  to 
treat  a  case  of  this  description,  you  will  be  able  to 
ascertain  its  true  character,  and  to  distinguish  it 
from  dislocation,  by  directing  your  patient  to  sit 
down  on  a  low  chair  or  stool ;  stand  before  him  tf  it 
is  his  left  shoulder,  and  behind  him  if  his  right; 
then  take  hold  of  his  arm  with  your  right  hand, 
and  cover  the  cap  of  the  shoulder  with  the  palm  of 
your  left ;  push  up  the  humerus  against  the  acro- 
mion process  and  the  natural  appearance  of  the 
shoulder  is  at  once  restored.  Now,  ityou rotate  the 
arm,  you  will  distinctly  feel  the  crepitus,  prodneed 
by  the  rubbing  together  of  the  two'pieces  of.  bone, 
which  can  only  be  ascertained  when  the  arm'  is 
pushed  up,  by  which  means  the  broken  piece*  an) 
brought  in  apposition.  Having  ascertained  the  , 
existence  of  crepitus,  suffer  the  arm  to  feH,  when 
the  immediate  return  of  deformity  at  once  points 
out  the  nature  of  the  accident. 

To  complete  the  subject,  it  will  perhaps  be 
better  to  give  you  the  general  laws  of  treatment 
to  be  pursued  in  these  cases,' although,  strictly 
speaking,  they  appertain  more  to  lectures  on  frac- 
ture than  on  dislocations.  However,  the  best  line 
of  treatment  which  you  can  adopt,  is,  to  push  up 
the  head  of  the  humerus  against  the  acromion  pro- 
cess, by  which  means  you  approximate  the  broken 
pieces,  keeping  them  steady  by  converting  the 
head  of  the  humerus  into  a  natural  splint.  Do  not 
put  any  pad  in  the  axilla— if  you  do,  you  separate 
the  fragments  of  boner  end  prevent  union  ;  but  on 
the  contrary,  place  a  pretty  thick  pad  between  the 
elbow  and  the  body,  thus  relaxing  the  deltoid 
muscle,  and  keeping  the  head  of  the  bone  against 
the  glenoid  cavity.  Having  pushed  the  arm  wefl 
up  towards  the  shoulder,  and  drawn  the  elbow  a 
little  backwards,  you  fix  the  limb  in  this  situation, 
by  supporting  the  elbow,  and  binding  the  arm 
securely  to  the  side  with  a  roller  carried  round  the 
body.  You  must  prevent  all  motion  for  about 
three  weeks  or  a  month,  by  which  time  the  parts 
will  have  united,  occasionally  by  bone,  but  more 
generally  by  ligamentous  substance.    In  the  latter 
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cue  the  arm  remains  more  or  less  weakened.  You 
bad  much  better,  therefore,  explain  this  to  your 
patient  when  first  you  are  called  to  him,  other- 
wise he  may  imagine  that  you  bare  not  treated  the 
case  properly. 

FRACTUBB  OF  TAB  OOEACOID  PROCESS. 

This  accident  is  much  more  uncommon  than  the 
last  The  situation  of  the  process,  the  manner  in 
which  it  is  covered  and  protected,  and  the  mobility 
of  the  scapula,  all  tend  to  prevent  its  being  broken. 
Cases  are,  however,  occasionally  met  with,  in  which 
the  apex  of  the  coracoid  process  is  broken  off,  and 
is  drawn  downwards  and  forwards  by  the  united 
action  of  the  short  head  of  the  biceps,  the  coraco- 
brachiahs,  and  the  pectoralis  minor  muscles. 

This  is  an  accident  which  may  be  easily  over- 
looked if  you  make  your  examination  carelessly,  or, 
unless  you  are  pretty  well  acquainted  with  your 
subject.  The  patient  tells  you  that  he  has  received 
a  violent  blow  upon  the  part,  and  that  he  finds 
difficulty  in  raising  his  arm,  but  when  you  examine 
him,  you  find  little,  if  any,  deviation  from  the 
natural  appearance  of  the  shoulder,  further  than 
tumefaction  of  the  part,  which  does  not  always 
come  on  immediately ;  and  indeed  you  will  chiefly 
be  guided  as  to  the  seat  of  injury  by  the  point  to 
which  the  patient  refers  the  pain.  Place  your 
finger  upon  the  clavicle  at  about  an  inch  and  a 
quarter  from  its  acromial  extremity,  carry  it  down- 
wards and  slightly  inwards  towards  the  lower 
border  of  the  axilla,  and  you  will  then  be  able  to 
feel  the  detached  portion  of  bone,  more  or  less 
drawn  down  by  the  muscles  which  I  have  already 
enumerated,  whilst  its  descent  is  limited  by  the 
coiaco-acromial  or  deltoid  ligament  If  you  now 
flex  the  forearm,  relaxing  the  biceps  muscle,  and 
carry  the  arm  forwards  and  upwards  across 
the  thorax,  relaxing  the  pectoralis  major  and 
eoraco-brachiaJits  by  inserting  your  thumb  or 
finger  in  the  axilla,  and  grasping  the  anterior  wall 
of  that  cavity,  you  will  be  able  to  fix  the  detached 
portion  of  bone,  and  push  it  up  to  its  natural 
situation,  when,  feeling  the  crepitus,  yon  will  be 
convinced  of  the  nature  of  the  accident,  which 
is  so  distinct  in  its  character  from  a  dislocation  of 
the  bead  of  the  humerus,  that  it  is  quite  impossible 
to  mistake  the  one  for  the  other. 

Keep  the  limb  in  the  position  I  have  last  de- 
scribed—vis., flex  the  forearm  and  carry  the  arm 
upwards  and  forwards  across  the  thorax,  make 
your  patient  grasp  (he  opposite  shoulder  with 
the  hand  of  the  injured  side  ;  next,  .fix  a  soft 
pad  weH  up  in  the  axilla,  taking  care  that  it  is 
placed  in  the  axilla,  as  dose  as  possible  to  the 
pectoralis  minor,  and  coracoid  process,  which  you 
cannot  do  if  it  is  allowed  to  rest  against  the  lower 
edge  either  of  the  anterior  or  posterior  border  of 
the  axilla.  You  should  next  apply  a  bandage  over 
the  whole  in  such  a  manner,  that  whilst  the  patient 
is  prevented  altering  the  position  of  the  arm,  the 
head  of  the  humerus  is  carried  up  against  the 


deltoid  Hgament,  acting  as  a  natural  splint,  and 
preventing  the  separation  of  the  broken  pieces. 

PftACTCRE    OF  THE    CERVIX    SCAPULA. 

In  this  accident,  which  is  comparatively  of  rare  t 
occurrence,  the  scapula  is  fractured  at  its  narrowest 
portion  behind  the  glenoid  cavity  in  such  a  manner, 
that  whilst  that  cavity  is  broken  off,  the  acromion 
and  coracoid  processes  remain  attached  to  the  body  of  t 
the  bone.  This  injury  arisesfrom  violence  referred 
directly  to  the  cap  of  the  shoulder.  The  patient 
fells  from  a  window,  or  is  thrown  violently  down 
upon  the  ground,  and  alighting  immediately  upon 
the  shoulder,  the  neck  of  the  scapula  is  broken, 
A  poor  washerwoman  in  the  month  of  July,  last 
year,  was  leaning  out  of  a  window,  banging  some 
linen  upon  a  line  to  dry,  when  she  unfortunately 
lost  her  balance,  and  fell  heavily  upon  the  pave- 
ment beneath.  She  was  picked  up  in  a  state  of 
complete  insensibility  and  brought  into  the  hospital, 
where  she  became  my  patient  When  I  saw  her 
in  the  afternoon  she  was  perfectly  unconscious, 
and  was  evidently  suffering  from  concussion  of  the  ' 
brain.  I  waited  until  reaction  took  place,  when  I 
directed  that  she  should  be  bled,  and  five  grains 
of  calomel  placed  upon  her  tongue,  to  be  followed 
in  four  hours  by  an  aperient  draught,  if  she  became 
sufficiently  sensible  to  take  it  Under  this  treat- 
ment the  symptoms  of  concussion  subsided  in  two 
days,  when,  as  she  complained  very  much  of  her 
right  shoulder,  I  examined  it,  and  discovered  the 
following  appearances: — The  acromion  process  pro- 
jected much  more  than  on  the  sound  side,  and 
beneath  was  an  evident  depression  and  flattening^ 
whilst  the  arm  had-  dropped  down  so  far  below  He 
natural  situation,  that  the  case  at  first  sight  appeared  - 
to  be  a  dislocation  downwards.  The  arm,  however, ' 
could /be  moved  freely  about,  in  all  directions, 
although  with  considerate  pain  to  the  patient 
Upon  placing  my  left  band  over  the  shoulder,  with 
my  thumb  upon  the  coracoid  process,  as  recom- 
mended by  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  and  pushing  the  arm 
with  my  right  hand,  upwards  and  slightly  outwards, 
the  natural  shape  and  appearance  was  restored, 
and  upon  rotating  the  arm  at  the  elbow,  distinct 
crepitus  could  be  felt.  Having  let  go  my  hold 
upon  the  arm,  it  immediately  dropped,  and  the 
deformlrj  of  parts  was  reproduced.  T*be  patient 
rafleredifrom  fracture  of  the  neck  of  the  scapula. 
The  arm  was  restored  to  its  proper  shape,  but  I  am 
informed  that  she  has  not  as  yet  recovered  the 
entire  use  of  her  limb. 

I  am  indebted  for  the  particulars  of  the  next 
case  to  my  friend  Mr.  Bennett,  of  Shaftesbury,  in 
whose  practice  it  occurred.  The  patient,  a  young 
lady,  was  thrown  from  her  horse,  and  fell  upon  her 
shoulder.  Finding  that  she  had  been  deprived  of 
the  use  of  her  arm,  she  sent  for  Mr.  Bennett,  who 
at  once  found  that  the  neck  of  the  scapula  was 
broken,  the  symptoms  and  appearances  being 
similar  to  those  in  my  patient 

These  cases  present  the  usual  signs  of  fracture 
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of  the  neck  of  the  seenuja.  Let  ua  now  consider 
the  causes  of  displacement  in  this  accident.  This 
obviously  remits  from  the  detached  glenoid  cavity 
being  no  longer  capable  of  sustaining  the  weight 
of  the  arm,  which  accordingly  drops  and  hangs 
uselessly  by  the  side ;  but  the  degree  of  depression 
and  consequent  separation,  depends,  as  Sir  Astley 
Cooper  pointed  out,  upon  the  integrity  of  the  liga- 
ment, which,  in  a  previous  lecture,  I  described  to 
you,  as  passing  from  the  spine  of  the  scapula  to  the 
glenoid  cavily  of  that  bone.  When  this  is  torn, 
the  glenoid  cavity,  and  the  head  of  the  humerus, 
fall  deeply  into  the  axilla,  and  are  drawn  inwards 
against  the  inferior  costa  pf  the  scapula,  by  the 
pect oralis  major,  latissimus  dorsi,  teres  major,  and 
the  capsular  muscles  of  the  shoulder  joint,  with  the 
exception  of  the  deltoid,  which  being  placed  upon 
the  stretch,  separates  the  elbow  from  the  side, 
increasing  the  similitude  between  this  accident  and 
dislocation  downwards  ;  but  when  the  ligament 
remains  entire,  the  displacement  is  much  less. 

Fracture  of  the  neck  of  the  scapula  very  much 
resembles  dislocation  into  the  axilla  in  appearance, 
and  may  be  mistaken  for  that  accident.  Patients 
have  more  than  once  been  tortured  by  injudicious 
attempts  to  return  what  has  been  erroneously  con- 
sidered the  dislocated  bone.  This  is  a  mistake 
which  I  trust  none  of  you  will  make,  as  it  does 
much  harm ;  the  violence  immediately  inflicted  upon 
the  soft  parts  causes  inflammation  and  swelling, 
with  great  pain,  constitutional  irritation  will 
ensue,  and  the  patient  be  rendered  exceedingly  ill. 
The  swelling  rapidly  coming  on,  will  prevent  your 
ascertaining  the  true  character  of  the  accident 
until  much  valuable  time  has  been  lost,  and  much 
suffering  inflicted,  which  might  have  been  spared, 
had  you  known  what  you  were  about  in  the  first 


Fractures  of  the  neck  of  the  scapula  also  re- 
semble dislocations  into  the  axilla  in  general 
appearance  ;  in  the  projection  of  the  acromion  pro- 
cess ;  the  depression  and  flattening  beneath  this 
process;  the  loss  of  power,  and  elongation  of  the 
limb.  They  differ  from  dislocation,  in  the  freedom 
with  which  the  surgeon  may  move  the  arm  iu  all 
directions ;  the  facility  of  bringing  it  to  the  side  ; 
the  crepitus  felt  when  the  parts  are  restored  to 
their  natural  situation,  and  which  can  best  be  felt, 
lyr  placing  the  finger  or  thumb  upon  the  coracoid 
process,  whilst  you  rotate  the  arm;  the  facility 
with  which  the  deformity  is  overcome  by  merely 
pushing  the  arm  upwards  and  a  little  outwards ; 
and  lastly,  the  return  of  the  deformity  immediately 
the  arm  is  allowed  to  hang  unsupported.  When 
these  signs  are  present,  you  ought  at  once  to  be 
aware  that  the  case  is  one  of  fracture,  and  not  dis- 
location. 

Having  flexed  the  forearm  and  placed  it  in  the 
prone  position,  by  which  means  you  relax  the  iong 
head  of  the  biceps,  introduce  one  hand  into  the 
axilla,  and  gently  press  the  head  of  the  bone  out- 


wards,  whilst  with  the  other  you  grasp  the  elbow 
and  push  it  upwards,  thus  restoring  the  parts  to 
their  proper  situation.  Let  an  assistant  hold  it  in 
this  position  whilst  you  place  a  cushion  in  the 
axilla,  and  fix  it  there  by  the  figure  of  8  or  clavicle 
bandage.  You  must  be  careful  to  have  this  cushion 
of  proper  size,  sufficiently  thick  to  counteract  the 
muscles,  but  not  so  thick  as  to  throw  the  bead 
unnaturally  outwards,  and  thus  prevent  the  parts 
coming  in  close  apposition.  You  will  be  able  to 
judge  of  the  proper  size  of  the  pad  by  first  fitting 
it  to  the  sound  axilla.  I  should  also  advise  you  to 
place  a  thick  pad  between  the  elbow  and  the  side; 
otherwise,  when  you  apply  your  bandages  to  tost 
part,  the  elbow  will  be  drawn  inwards,  and  the 
humerus  acting  as  a  lever  over  the  cushion  ia  the 
axilla,  will  separate  the  portions  of  bone  and  pre- 
vent union.  Next  support  the  elbow  aud  ana  ia 
a  sling ;  you  will  find  a  very  convenient  sling  ia 
one  made  of  mill  or  thick  paste-hoard,  or  thick 
splint-leather,  which  should  extend  from  the  elbow 
to  the  fingers.  You  can  model  it  to  any  sized  or 
shaped  limb  by  soaking  it  for  a  short  time  in  hot 
water,  and  applying  it  wet ;  when  it  becomes  cold 
it  will  retain  its  shape  as  long  as  required  without 
further  trouble.  It  should  be  supported  by  broad 
tape  or  pieces  of  rollers  carried  round  the  patients 
neck,  and  lined  with  flannel  to  prevent  its  scratch- 
ing. The  great  recommendation  of  this  sling  if 
its  cheapness,  and  the  steady  uniform  support 
which  it  affords  to  the  limb.  Should  you  however 
be  unable  to  procure  this  kind  of  apparatus,  von 
will  find  a  handkerchief  a  very  fair  substitute ;  or, 
support  the  arm  and  hand  in  a  sling,  carry  a  roller 
vertically  under  the  elbow  and  over  the  shoulder  of 
the  injured  side  twice  or  three  times,  or  even 
oftener ;  you  will  thus  effectually  bring  np  the 
bead  of  the  bone  to  its  proper  place.  Next  cany 
another  roller  round  the  body  at  right  angles  to  the 
latter  ;  let  this  pass  on  the  outside  of  the  tojared 
shoulder  over  the  projecting  portion  of  the  deltoid 
muscle,  round  the  body,  and  under  the  axilla  of  the 
opposite  side.  Carry  it  round  in  this  way  as  sir  as 
it  will  go,  and  pin  it  firmly  both  in  front  and  behind 
to  the  vertical  roller;  then  bind  the  elbow  and  lower 
part  of  the  arm  to  the  side  by  a  third  roller,  which 
should  also  be  pinned  both  in  front  and  behind  to 
the  vertical  roller.  You  will  thus  keep  the  parts 
steady,  prevent  their  moving,  and  also  the  bandage 
or  roller  slipping  off  the  shoulder.  Under  sot 
circumstances,  whether  you  use  your  pasteboard 
splint,  or  a  handkerchief,  you  had  much  bettetf 
apply  the  rollers  in  the  way  I  bare  here  described.. 

Mr.  Earle,  at  page  187  of  his  M  Observations  on  . 
Suigery,"  has  given  the  following  description  of  aa 
apparatus  invented  by  him  for  fractures  of  the 
clavicle,  and  those  occurring  about  the  shoulder 
joint  :— 

"  It  consists  of  a  strong  sleeve*  made  of  double 
jean  or  linen  cloth,  which  reaches  from  halfway  up 
the  upper  arm,  is  fitted  to  the  elbow,  when  bent,  to 
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of  about  75  degree*  and  terminates 
like  the  sleeve  of  a  straight-waistcoat  in  a  en/ 
d*  sac.  This  is  applied  to  the  arm,  and  secured 
by  straps  or  a  lace  and  eyelet  holes  j  at  the  extremity 
•of  this  sleeve  a  band  of  strong  webbing  is  attached, 
which  is  passed  round  the  body  and  fixed  to  a  broad 
buckle,  which  is  fastened  to  a  belt  of  calPs  skin, 
lined  with  wash  leather,  about  three  inches  broad, 
which  is  passed  round  the  injured  arm,  just  below 
the  insertion  of  the  deltoid.  The  action  of  the 
-sleeve  and  strap  is  to  prevent  any  action  in  the  arm 
or  forearm,  and  to  bind  it  firmly  to  the  trunk.  To 
support  the  elbow  in  any  position  which  may  be 
required,  I  employ  a  leather  cap  adapted  to  the 
extremity  of  the  elbow,  and  hollowed  out  at  its 
centre  for  the  olecranon.  This  is  put  on  over 
the  sleeve,  and  from  it  two  broad  bands  of  webbing 
pass  obliquely  up  to  the  opposite  shoulder,  one  in 
Drootof  the  thorax,  and  the  other  behind.  These 
bands  are  affixed  to  two  broad  buckles,  which  are 
attached  to  a  leather  shoulder-cap,  made  of  calf- 
skin, well  padded  and  lined  with  wash  leather,  which 
ds  adapted  niceTy  to  the  shoulder  by  means  of  a 
hackle  and  strap,  which  passes  under  the  axilla. 
By  lightening  or  slackening  these  bands  the  elbow 
may  either  be  confined  close  to  the  side,  or  brought 
forward,  as  in  the  position  required  for  fractures  of 
the  clavicle  or  coracoid  process,  and  it  may  be  per- 
manently and  steadily  fixed  in  that  position. 
Another  strap  may  be  brought  down  from  the 
anterior  oblique  strap,  and  passed  round  the  wrist* 
to  assist  in  supporting  the  weight  of  the  extremity.'* 

Mr.  Chapman,  in  his  Atlas,  in  describing  this 
apparatus,  observes, — "  One  objection,  however, 
attaches  to  it ;  the  cap  upon  which  the  sling  depends, 
and  by  which  the  injured  limb  is  supported,  in  one 
form  of  the  bandage,  rests  upon  the  opposite  shoulder 
joint,  and  throwing  all  the  weight  of  the  other  limb 
upon  it,  presses  on  the  joint  painfully,  and  impedes 
its  motion."  To  obviate  this  inconvenience,  he 
recommends  the  following  contrivance,  which  you 
will  find  delineated  at  plate  8  of  bis  Atlas, figure  2, 
and  which  consists  of  a  pad  for  the  axilla, 
suspended  by  a  cap  to  cross  the  shoulder,  and  a  long 
band  of  webbing  to  support  the  arm,  and  confine  it 
to  the  body,  the  two  ends  of  which  are  buckled  in 
front  and  behind  to  a  circlet  slipped  over  the  oppo- 
site arm,  and  resting  chiefly  on  the  scapula.  The 
•circlet  and  the  shoulder  cap  are  connected  behind  by 
a  strap  which  crosses  between  them,  and  is  buckled 
to  the  posterior  part  of  the  cap*  to  draw  the 
shoulders  back  if  necessary.  It  may  be  adapted  to 
either  side  by  reversing  the  band  of  webbing  and 
transferring  the  cross-strap.  The  band  is  divided 
down  the  middle,  and  reunited  by  a  lace  at  the 
back,  to  accommodate  persons  of  different  sizes. 

Both  these  inventions  are  ingenious  and  well 
adapted  to  the  purpose,  but  at  the  same  time  they 
are  subject  to  the  objection  of  being  more  com- 
ftkated  than  necessary*  and  consequently  more 
.expensive.   Should  you  employ  either  for  fracture 


of  the  neck  of  the  scapula,  you  mutt  add  a  pad 
between  the  elbow  and  the  side*  and  likewise  fix 
the  arm  by  a  roller  carried  round  the  body ;  but  in 
most  cases  the  paste-board  splint,  frc,  which  is  a 
modification  of  Mr.  John  Bell's  elmg  for  the  arm,  as 
you  will  find  by  Referring  to  the  99th  plate  in  the 
seventh  volume  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Bell's  System  of 
Surgery,  will  answer  every  purpose,  and  has  this 
advantage,  that  you  can  make  it  yourselves,  and 
adapt  it  to  any  sized  patient. 

M.  Delpech,  in  the  first  volume  of  his  *  Maladies 
Chirurgicales,"  remarks,  that  these  accidents  are 
usually  accompanied  with  such  severe  contusion, 
that  the  latter  is  of  more  consequence  than  the 
fracture  itself.  The  contusion  is  undoubtedly  very 
considerable  in  some  cases,  but  not  in  all  5  certainly 
not  to  the  extent  imagined  by  M.  Delpech.  In  the 
case  of  my  patient  at  the  hospital,  the  contusion 
and  swelling  were  comparatively  slight,  probably 
from  the  violence  of  her  fall  being  in  some  measure 
broken  by  Tier  head  having  first  come  in  contact 
with  the  pavement.  However,  when  the  pain  is 
yery  violent,  and  the  symptoms  of  inflammation 
very  bighr  you  should  subdue  them  by  leeches, 
purgatives»and  the  application  of  cold  lotions  to  the 
part,  always  bearing  in  mind  that  a  certain- degree 
of  inflammation  is  necessary  te  repair  the  mischief,, 
and  that  the  quieter  thai  patient  is  kept,  and  the 
less  he  is  disturbed  by  purgative  medicine  for  the 
first  two  or  three  days,  the  better. 


PRACTICAL   REMARKS    ON    CEPHALOTOMY 
AND  GA3TRO-HYSTEROTOMY. 

By  O.  B.  Knowlxs,  F.L.S.,  Fellow  of  die  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons  of  England ;  Professor  of 
Botany  and  Materia  Medics  in  Queen's  Cblfege,  and 
Surgeon  to  the  Qoeen's  Hospital,  Birmingham. 

An  interesting  case  of  Cesarean  operation  having 
been  reported  in  No.  25  of  the  present  volume,  by 
Frederick  Cox,  Esq.,  of  Welford,  I  am  induced  to  offer 
a  few  remarks  upon  the  treatment  adopted.  The 
case,  although  terminating  fatally,  is  detailed  with  a 
degree  of  candour  which  is  highly  creditable  to  Mr. 
Cox,  and  which  it  would  be  desirable  to  see  more 
frequently  imitated;  reports  of  unsuccessful  cases 
being  usually  as  instructive  as  those  which  are  followed 
hy  a  more  fortunate  result.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  in 
the  comments  which  I  shall  deem  it  necessary  to 
make,  I  shall  give  no  offence  to  Mr.  Cox,  my  object 
being  rather  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  profession  to, 
certain  practical  points  which  I  consider  to  be  of  vital 
importance  in  the  operation,  than  to  reflect  with  any 
unkindly  feeling  upon  that  gentleman's  management  of 
the  case. 

If  must  be  freely  admitted  that  it  is  scarcely  possible 
for  the  obstetric  practitioner  to  be  placed  in  a  more, 
anxious  or  responsible  position  than  when  he  finds 
himself  compelled,  by  deformity  of  the  pelvis,  to  effect 
delivery  either  by  sacrificing  the  life  of  the  child,  or 
by  performing  an  operation  which,  in  this  country, 
with  one  solitary  exception,  has  been  invariably  fatal 
to  the  mother.    In  such  a  case*  the  first  thing  to  be. 
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k^eteeutte,  the  entfe^sjstetleftbythc 
o^fornuty ,  with  tritw  to  determine,  without  lose  of 
time,  whether  that  space  is  such  at  to  be  available  for 
delivery  with  probable  aafety  to  the  mother.  It  it 
necessary  to  inquire,  therefore,  what  it  the  smallest 
apace  through  which  it  may  be  poaaible  to  extract  a 
child  per  tint  natural*,  without  injury  to  the  woman  * 
for,  aa  Burns  very  justly  remarks,  it  ought  not  to  be 
forgotten  that  it  is  one  thing  to  extract,  and  another  to 
extract  eefety,  in  extreme  deformity.  Upon  this  point 
there  is  some  difference  of  opinion,  even  among  the 
highest  authorities.  Dr.  Osborne  maintained  that 
where  the  aacro-pubic  diameter  measures  one  inch  and 
a  hetf>  it  is  always  poaaible  to  perform  embryotomy ; 
and  that  he  himself  succeeded  in  Elizabeth  Sherwood's 
case,  the  diameter  of  whose  paint  he  stated  to  hare 
been  an  inch  and  thrm  quarter*.  It  is  anapected, 
however,  by  the  beat  obstetric  writers,  that  Dr. 
Osborne  was  mistaken  in  hi*  measurement ;  tbe  case, 
therefore,  ia  considered  aa  unsatisfactory;  and  must  not 
be  taken  aa  a  rule  for  general  observance  in  such  cir- 
cumstances. Velpeau  is  of  opinion  that  craniotomy 
would  be  useless,  dangerous,  and  ought  not  to  be 
attempted  even  if  the  foetus  be  dead,  when  the  small 
diameter  of  the  pelvis  is  less  than  eighteen  or  twenty, 
lines,  or  eomewhat  lata  than  an  inch  and  three  quarter*. 
Dr.  F.  H.  Ramabotham,  states  that  in  cases  where  we 
find  there  is  leas  apace  at  the  brim  than  three  inch* 
and  a  htnY  laterally,  by  ens  inch  and  three  eighth*  in  the 
conjugate  diameter,  or  thrm  uuhee  by  one  and  a  hay, 
we  ought  to  consider  it  our  duty,  however  painful  and 
appalling  that  may  be,  at  once  to  propose  the  Cssarean 
section,  aa  the  only  means  by  which  it  is  possible  to 
save  the  mother's  life,  and  aa  offering  also  the  sole 
chance  of  safety  to  the  child.  Barns  says  that  the 
crotchet  cannot  be  used,  when  the  child  is  of  the  full 
size,  unless  we  have  a  space  of  ant  inch  and  thrm 
quarter*  in  the  oacro-mmbic  diameter,  by  three  inches 
laterally. 

From  a  careful  examination  of  those  and  various 
other  authorities,  together  with  the  result  of  my  own 
experience,  I  have  long  been  of  opinion,  that  where 
the  sacro-pubic  diameter  of  the  pelvis  does  not  amount 
to  one  inch  and  thrm  quarter*,  delivery  can  rarely  be 
effected  by  craniotomy,  with  any  probability  of  safety 
to  the  woman.  But  in  estimating  the  diameter  of  the 
pelvis,  we  must  not  omit  to  take  into  consideration  at 
the  same  time,  the  relative  size  of  the  head ;  for  should 
the  child  be  above  the  average  rise,  with  a  large  un- 
yielding head,  it  is  very  questionable  whether  delivery 
could  be  effected  by  craniotomy,  with  safety  to  the 
woman,  even  with  a  sacro-pubic  diameter  of  nearly 
too  inehm. 

As  respects  the  operation  of  craniotomy,  it  is  not 
usual  in  France  to  practise  H,  unless  the  child  haa  been 
ascertained  to  be  dead,  or  there  be  good  reasons  for 
believing  that  it  cannot  live.  They  think  it  better  to 
deliver  by  the  Cesarean  section,  than  to  sacrifice  the 
child,  lint  feeling  haa  indeed  been  carried  ao  far  in 
that  country,  that  in  1648  the  question,  "  Whether  it 
he  lawjul  to  dmtroy  one  life  to  earn  the  other,"  was 
submitted  to  the  Doctors  of  Ineology  at  Paris,  who, 
titer  a  long  and  grave  discussion,  decided  that  it  the 
infant  cannot  be  extracted  without  killing  it,  it  eannot 
be  extracted  without  committing  a  mortal  sin;  in 
which  case  It  fay  necessary  to  have  regard  to  the  maxim 
of  St  Ambrose,  vi*,  ff  it  he  amy*****  to  unlet  the  ana 


without  injury  to  the  other,  it  i*  better  tomato  neither" 
Velpeau  expressly  says,  that  when  the  fatten  is  eecer* 
tained  to  be  strong  and  vigorous,  we  ought,  instead  of 
sacrificing  its  life,  to  extract  it  by  the  fteasiesn  section,, 
which,  although  a  truly  formidable  operation,  is  not 
always  fatal  to  the  woman.* 

In  this  country,  however,  it  haa  been  invariably  the 
practice  to  have  recourse  to  craniotomy  rather  than  to 
ooMtro-hyeterotomy,  whether  the  child  be  living  or 
dead,  unless  delivery  by  such  means  appear  to  be 
impracticable.  That  this  is  the  most  eligible,  and  at 
the  same  time,  the  most  perfectly  legitimate  course  to 
adopt  under  such  circumstances,  I  cannot  entertain  a 
doubt,  the  life  of  the  mother  being  infinitely  more 
valuable  than  that  of  the  child;  for,  as  Velpeau  very 
justly  observes,  a  thousand  social  relations  will  induce 
us,  if  possible,  to  save  the  mother. 

When  there  is  sufficient  space,  therefore,  to  admit  of 
delivery  by  craniotomy,  with  a  reasonable  promect  a/ 
*afety  to  the  mother,  we  ought  at  once  to  have  recourse 
to  that  operation,  even  though  the  child  be  living, 
rather  than  consign  the  woman  to  tbe  perils  of  the 
(Cesarean  section.  This,  I  think,  should  be  regarded 
aaa general  rule,  for,  aa  the  editor  of  the  Jfediea- 
Chkrurgieal  Review  observes, « to  perform  the  Cetuttn 
operation  in  preference  to  embryotomy,  where  the 
latter  ia  practicable,  ia  most  unwarrantable  ;  aad 
evinces  a  lamentable,  not  to  say  a  culpable  waat  of 
judgment,  aa  to  the  proper  estimate  of  the  value  of 
human  life."  I  understand,  however,  that  Dr.  Radford, 
of  Manchester,  ia  of  opinion  that  craniotomy  ihoaM 
never  he  performed ;  but  as  I  am  unacquainted  with 
that  gentleman's  views,  I  abstain  from  further  comment 

Let  us  imagine,  then,  that  we  hare  a  case  in  watch 
craniotomy  is  considered  impracticable,  and  that  our 
only  resource  ia  the  Cesarean  section ;  tbe  question 
naturally  presents  itself,  at  what  period  of  the  labour 
should  the  operation  be  performed?  In  answering 
this  question  I  would  observe,  that  it  ia  moatesaentiauy 
important  that  there  should  be  no  unnecessary  delay, 
even  for  a  single  hour.  Supposing  that  labour  ass 
commenced  and  haa  made  aome  progress,  it  would  be 
well  to  operate  immediately  after  the  rupture  of  the 
mcnroienetv  It  would,  however,  be  much  better  to 
anticipate  nature  by  rupturing  the  membranes,  thin  to 
allow  the  strength  of  the  patient  to  be  wasted  by  fruit* 
less  and  long-continued  pains.  That  there  is  an, 
advantage  in  effecting  the  escape  of  the  liquor  emmi 
before  we  commence  our  incision,  there  cannot  be  a 
doubt,  as  we  thus  prevent  iu  effusion  into  the  sbdo- 
(minal  cavity;  but  we  should  be  careful  to  avoid  say 
delay  after  the  escape  of  the  Uquor  amnU,  lest  the  life 
of  the  child  be  compromised  by  the  powerful  contrac- 
tion of  the  uterus. 

If  we  inquire  into  the  cause  of  the  fatality  usually 
attending  the  Cssaarean  operation  in  this  country,  I 
believe  it  will  not  be  found  to  depend  upon  the 
inAeenoeof  climate,  nor  u|»n  say  ]>eciiliarity  of  esu- 
•titutkm  in  the  women  of  Greet  Britain,  as  supposed 
by  Mr.  Simmons,  of  Manchester;  but  to  he  owing 


•Quad  tout  saaoaee  que  mfmiaseoaserve  taateee* 
et  qull  ett  robeste,  nul  doote  qae,  loin  de  le  •aerJSer, 
comma  on  le  iaH  dans  la  Grande  Bretagae  et  dsss  le  Nora, 
irae  f*ilw  1*  axtralre  seat  oempromeura  at  vie,  aa  *»1"t 
d^etaskea,  gravest  u  veriie,iaais  ^tt*J^lEr,£ 
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chiefly  to  the  delay  which  hat  been  allowed  almost 
Invariably  to  take  place,  and  the  consequent  exhaustion 
of  the  woman,  before  the  operation  has  been  per- 
formed. Dr.  F.  H.  Ramsbotham  is  of  opinion  that  the 
-superior  success  on  the  continent  is  either  owing  to  the 
operation  being  performed  early  in  the  labour,  before 
exhaustion  has  supervened ;  or  because  it  has  been 
undertaken  in  cases  where  the  constitution  has  not 
been  so  fearfully  undermined  by  previously  existing 
disease.*  Dr.  Hull  very  properly  observes,  that 
"  there  is  a  material  difference  between  a  patient's 
dying  from  an  operation  and  after  an  operation; 
although,  blinded  by  prejudice,  we  may  entirely  over- 
look this  very  necessary  distinction  with  regard  to  the 
operation  in  question.  In  France,  and  some  other 
nations  upon  the  European  continent,  the  Caesarean 
operation  has  been,  and  continues  to  be,  performed, 
where  British  practitioners  do  not  think  it  indicated ; 
that  it  is  also  had  recourse  to  early,  before  the  strength 
of  tbe  mother  has  been  exhausted  by  the  long  con- 
tinuance and  frequent  repetition  of  tormenting,  though 
unavailing  pains,  and  before  her  life  is  endangered 
by  the  accession  of  inflammation  of  the  abdominal 
cavity.  From  this  view  of  the  matter  we  may 
reasonably  expect  that  recoveries  will  be  more  frequent 
in  France  than  in  England  and  Scotland,  where  the 
reverse  practice  obtains.  And  it  is  from  such  cases  as 
these,  in  which  it  is  employed  in  France,  that  the  value 
of  the  operation  ought  to  be  appreciated  ."f 

According  to  the  report  of  Mr.  Cox's  case,  it  appears 
that  the  patient  was  first  visited  about  five  o'clock 
p.m.,  and  was  found  to  have  been  in  labour  throughout 
the  day ;  that  since  twelve  o'clock  the  pains  had  been 
strong;  and  that  they  now  continued  to  be  etrema, 
regular,  and  occurring  every  JH/e  minute*.  The  antero- 
posterior diameter  was  ascertained  to  be  only  one  inch 
end  a  My.  A  second  opinion  was  obtained,  and  it  was 
agreed  (very  judiciously)  that  craniotomy  would  be  ef 
little  or  no  avail.  That  a  third  opinion,  under  such 
circumstances,  should  have  been  desired,  was  natural 
•enough ;  but  it  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  the  con- 
sultation was  deferred  till  eleven  o'clock  the  next 
morning;  and  still  further  is  it  to  be  regretted,  after 
the  saanp*nubic  space  had  been  accurately  ascertained 
•So  beJSoMthan^one  mck  and  a  hay,  that  craniotomy 
should*  have  been  attempted.  Had  the  woman  been 
delivered  by  tbe  Cesarean  section  on  the  previous 
night,  it  is  possible  that  her  life  might  have  been 


By  referring  to  the  case  of  Sarah  Bate,  upon  whom 
I  operated  with  success  in  May,  1835,  both  the  mother 
and  child  being  saved,  it  will  be  found  that  the  patient 
had  trifling  pains  at  distant  intervals,  for  some  hours ; 
that  about  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  they  became 
strong ;  that  about  four  o'clock  a  violent  pain  ruptured' 
the  membranes,  and  that  the  operation  was  performed 
about  eleven  o'clock  the  same  night.!  Here  also  there 
was  some  delay,  which  from  various  circumstances 
waa  unavoidable;  but  still  the  operation  was  unques- 

•  Principles  and  Practice  of  Obstetric  Mrdieiae  and 
*»Sargerr,p.*8S. 

+  Vide,  Or.  Pairs  Defence  of  me  Cesarean  Opetatinnj 
London,  1  T9s# 

*  Vide,  Case  of  Deformity  ef  the  Pelvis,'  JufnJrioa  the] 
Csssareaa  operation  was  perfosawd  with  success  by  G.  B. 

"Kaowles.   u  Transactions  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and 
Surgical  Asaociatloa."  Vekir. 


tionably  performed  before  any  symptoms  of  exhaustion 
Had  manifested  themselves.    Had  it  been  delayed  till  , 
the  next  day,  the  case  in  all  probability  would  have 
terminated  fatally. 

'  To  this  cause  in  a  great  measure  I  am  disposed  to 
attribute  the  singular  success  which  attended  this  case. 
Something  may  also  be  due  to  the  after-treatment.  I 
had  long  been  aware  that  in  many  of  the  recorded 
cases  of  Caesarean  operation,  recourse  had  frequently 
been  had  to  local  bleeding  and  to  purgatives,  with  a 
view  to  relieve  pain,  tension,  and  other  alarming 
symptoms.  When  we  reflect,  however,  upon  the  for- 
midable nature  of  the  operation,  and  the  great  shock 
it  must  necessarily  produce  upon  the  system,  it  will 
be  readily  admitted  that  depletion  to  any  extent, 
would  generally  be  a  doubtful,  if  not  an  injurious 
course  of  practice.  With  this  impression  on  my. 
mind,  depletion,  either  by  bleeding,  or  by  purging, 
was  studiously  avoided ;  pain  was  subdued  by  opiates  ,* 
the  bowels  were  assisted  by  injections.  I  attach  also 
some  importance  to  the  use  of  turpentine  ememata, 
which  were  administered  from  time  to  time,  and  by 
i  which,  tension,  to  a  most  distressing  degree,  was 
effectually  relieved. 

In  submitting  to  the  notice  of  the  profession  these 
remarks  upon  craniotomy  and  gastro-hyaterotomy,  I 
beg  to  repeat  that  the  chief  object  I  have  had  in  view,  is 
to  advert  to  a  few  points  of  practical  importance ;  but 
more  especially  to  insist  upon  the  necessity  of  deli- 
very by  the  Caesarean  section  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible,  whenever  craniotomy  appears  to  offer  but 
faint  hopes  of  safety  to  the  mother,  the  latter  opera- 
tion, under  such  circumstances,  being  usually  as  fatal 
as  the  former. 


CASE  OP  STRANGULATED  INGUINAL  */ 
HERNIA. 

to  ths  xditoa  of  the  provincial  medical  amo 
surgical  journal. 
Sir,  ( 

I  send  you  the  following  case  of  strangulated  ingui- 
nal hernia  for  insertion  in  your  Journal,  conceiving 
that  a  case  presenting  any  unusual  appearances  may 
he  interesting  to  your  readers. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
THOMAS  BANCKS,  M.R.C.S. 
Stourbridge,  Oct.  24, 1844. 


John  WaHins,  aged  6f,  who  had  been  suffering  for 
seven  months  with  entwine  disease  of  the  liver,  and 
much  reduced,  was  seized  on  the  IBth  of  May,  1844, 
with  symptoms  of  strangulated  hernia.  There  was 
not  that  urgency  about  his  ease  which  usually  attends 
this  disease,  from  the  fact  of  his  being  reduced 
by  previous  disease;  still  it  became  necessary;  to  pro* 
pose  to  him  an  operation,  as  the  only  means  of  pro- 
longing his  Ufa,  If  eassv  tor  a  shaft  time,  and  ha 
reluctantly  submitted  on  the  21st,  after  the  usual 
means  to  reduce  it  had  proved  unsuccessful.  His 
pulse  was  vary  small  and  weak,  but  there  was  very 
little  loadimsai  on  imams  ewer  any  part  ef  the 
when  1  amended  to  the  operation. 
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\  an  Indskm  in  the  direction  of  the  tnmoer  $ 
snore  adipose  tissue  was  cut  through  tfbait  I  expected 
from  hit  reduced  condition,  the  various  tissues  were 
separately  divided,  and  the  hernial  aac  exposed  and 
carefully  opened,  disclosing  within,  a  perfect  omental 
aac,  firmly  adherent  to  the  neck  of  the  true  hernial 
aac,  and  containing  a  portion  of  intestine*  On  dividing 
the  itrieture,  the  intestine  was  readily  returned  from 
its  thickened  receptacle,  leaving  it  (the  omental  sac) 
firmly  adherent  round  the  neck  of  the  aac.  It  was 
not  deemed  necessary  or  advisable  to  open  the  omental 
aac,  as  the  intestine  was  so  easily  returned ;  and  the 
patient  was  put  to  bed,  little  affected  by  the  operation. 
Not  a  teaspoooful  of  blood  was  tost,  and  the  bowels 
were  relieved  in  about  three  hours ;  the  palse  still 
remained  small  and  weak.  No  material  change  took 
place  with  the  exception  of  the  pulse  becoming 
weaker,  and  he  gradually  sunk  on  the  fifth  day  after 
the  operation.  Up  to  the  time  of  his  death  there  was 
go  pain  nor  tenderness  on  pressure  over  the  entire  sur- 
face of  the  abdomen. 

From  the  depressed  state  of  his  vital  powers,  and 
the  delay  in  performing  the  operation.conld  the  intestine' 
have  been  gangrenous  before  the  knife  was  resorted  to  ? 
Certainly  there  •  was  nothing  in  the  symptoms  to  show 
such  was  the  case,  and  as  the  omental  sac  was  not 
opened,  of  course  the  state  of  the  intestine  could  not 
be  correctly  ascertained.  No  po$t-mortet*  examina- 
tion was  allowed. 
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A  false  step  is  seldom  taken  or  contemplated, 
whether  in  public  or  private  affairs,  without  speedily 
affording  instructive  examples  of  the  consequences. 
It  is  not  surprising  therefore  that  the  crude  notions 
on  the  efficiency  and  intention  of  the  law,  set 
forth  in  the  speech  of  the  Home  Secretary,  in  his 
comments  on  quackery,  and  further  carried  out  in 
his  proposed  bill  tor  the  regulation  of  Medical 
Practice,  should  be  taken  up  and  acted  upon  by 
others.  We  were  not  however  prepared  for  the 
extreme  disregard  to  the  common  forms  of  legal 
irooceodings,  and  the  premature  assumption  of 
powers  intended  to  be  conferred  by  the  new  bill, 
manifested  in  a  case  reported  in  the  Provincial 
Journal  of  to-day. 

One  of  our  contemporaries  has  recently  indulged 
in  a  description  of  imaginary  judicial  trials,  such 
as  may  be  expected  to  take  place  in  the  course  of  a 
few  years^honld  the  proposed  free  trade  in  medicine 
be  enacted  into  law.  But  coming  events  cast 
their  shadows  before,  and  the  fictitious  trials  in  the 


Lancet,  of  Oct.  96th,  reported  as  occurring  in  the 
jrear  1848,  are  not  exaggerated  representations  of 
a  so-called  investigation  and  decision  of  the  Poor* 
Law  Commissioners,  which  we  this  day  report  as 
occurring  in  the  year  1844.  In  truth,  these  gen- 
tlemen seem  determined  to  anticipate  toe  advan- 
tages to  be  conferred  upon  them  by  the  recognition 
of  every  man  as  his  neighbour's  physician,  and, 
intent  on  fully  carrying  out  the  contemplated  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill,  have  already  set  themselves  up  as 
surgical  authorities,  and  proclaimed  their  rights 
and  exercised  their  powers  as  such. 

The  case  of  Mr.  Deshen,  for  whose  admonition 
this  board  of  lawyers,  and  gentlemen  unpossessed 
of  any  claim  to  knowledge  in  medicine  or  sur- 
gery whatsoever,  have   volunteered  their  advice> 
will  be  found  elsewhere.    Its  leading  features  are, 
that  from  the  improper  and  illegal  interference  of 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Union 
to  which  Mr.  Deshon  is  attached,  it  became  neces- 
sary for  him  to  appeal  to  the  Poor-Law  Commis- 
sioners.   The  Commissioners  are  at  length  induced 
to  send  down  one  of  their  satellites  to  investigate 
the  subject,  who,  albeit,  professing  to  be  learned 
in  thssjaw,  has  so  littieatssai&ujaation  of  either  law 
or  equity,  as  to  convert  the  complaint  made  oje 
MrTX)eshon,  into  a  charge  against  his  mode  of 
practice  j  receives  a  preliminary  ex-part*  statement 
on  the  other  side ;  entirely  passes  over  the  matter 
into  which  he  was  sent  down  to  inquire  5  volunteers? 
an  investigation  into  a  groundless   charge   not 
made  5  hears  evidence  on  the  subject,  the  evidence 
by  the  way  of  qualified  and  unexceptionable  wit- 
nesses ;  and  sums  up  the  anomalous  and  unjust 
proceedings  with  a  report  to  his  superiors,  direct!/ 
opposed  to  the  facts,  the  evidence,  and  the  law  of 
the  case.  , 

Such  is  the  preliminary  transaction  j  and  it  would 
be  difficult  to  find  elsewhere  an  instance  of  mis- 
conduct on  the  part  of  a  public  functionary  more 
calculated  to  throw  contempt  on  investigations  of 
this  nature,  or  to  bring  official  authorities  into* 
discredit.  We  have  now  to  look  to  the  decision  of 
the  Commissioners  themselves. 

The  very  first  clause  of  the  document  fonvarded 
by  their  Secretary,  Mr.  Chadwick,  to  the  Clerk  of 
the  Board  of  Guardians,  contains  or  involve*  a 
mis-statement  Mr.  Tufcell  waa  not*  and  eofffi 
not  have  been  sent  down  to  mate 
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into  a  charge  against  Mr.  Deaeon,  for  the  simple 
.Cqmou  thai  no  such  charga  was made}  but  was 
*  appointed  in  oonteqoence  of  an  appeal  from  Mr, 
'  Deshon  himsellto  enquire  into  the  conduct  of  a  mem* 
ber  of  the  Board  of  Guardians.  It  can  scarcely  be 
•apposed  that  the  Commissioners  would  countenance 
their  officer  in  the  attempt  to  shelve  or  get  rid  of  a 
complaint  on  the  one  hand  by  the  entertainment  of 
a  counter-charge  on  the  other;  and  yet  that  the' 
Assistant  Commissioner  was  not  sent  down  to 
make  inquiry  into  Mr.  Deshon's  mode  of  treat- 
menl  further  appears  from  the  circumstance,  that 
with  a  medical,  and  therefore  qualified  Assistant 
Commissioner  at  their  disposal,  to  investigate  a 
charge  of  this  nature,  however  the  subse- 
quent parts  of  the  document  may  seem  to  counte- 
nance such  a  supposition,  the}'  would  never  have 
made  choice  of  one  altogether  unqualified. 

In  the  second  and  third  clauses,  however,  wi 
tind  them  taking  up  a  ground  against  which  i| 
.  behoves  every  medical  man  in  the  kingdom, 
lias  any  respect  for  the  honour  of  bis  profession! 
and  every  Union  Medical  Officer,  who  has  any! 
regard  for  his  own  comfort  and  independence,  to 
protest.  We  deny  altogether  the  competence  of 
this  Board  to  entertain  the  question  of  a  point  of 
medical  or  surgical  practice;  and  when  they 
assert  they  are  advised  of  tbis  or  that  mode  of 
practice  being  correct  or  incorrect,  we  look  upon 
their  assertion  as  so  much  gratuitous  folly,  and  the 
giving  utterance  to  it  as  a  piece  of  official  and 
officious  impertinence,  which  nothiog  but  the 
oppressive  weight  of  arbitrary  power  with  which 
the}-  are  invested  saves  from  the  contempt  which  it 
merits.  They  are  advised  to  decide  on  the  merits 
of  the  long  splint,  or  its  applicability  to  any  parti-; 
cular  case  1  Who  is  competent  to  advise  them,  that: 
because  the  majority  of  surgeons  are,  or  may  be, 
in  favour  of  its  employment,  therefore  in  the  ease 
*  in  question  it  was  correct  or  incorrect?  The  onlyj 
person  who  was  competent  to  decide  the  point,  erf 
to  that  individual  case,  was  the  gentleman  who  haa 
■aeen  the  patient, — Mr.  Deshon  himself';  and  if  they 
went  into  a  scrutiny  of  bis  mode  of  practice  at  all, 
—a  scrutiny  for  which  they  and  their  underlings 
.generally  are  confessedly  unfit,  there  was  the  evi-r 
•denee  of  Mr.  Hancock,  a  metropolitan  surgeon  of 
'^eminence,  on  which  alone,  as  being  given  on  the 
^otthey  ought  to  have  depended. 


We  would  tela  these  gentlemen  thai  this  is,  not 
the  mode  of  proceeding  whichtheir  oefeaat  duties 
require  of  them.  If  they  are  really  desirous  of 
obtaining  for  the  poor  man  efficient  saeojcal  attend- 
ance in  sickness,  and  protecting  hha  from  incompe- 
tence or  neglect,  let  them  take  care  that  none  but 
really  and  efficiently  qualified  medical  a*e»-<**e 
appointed  to  union  offices,  arid  let  them  see  that 
the  remuneration  for  the  services  required  is  sufii- 
cient*  Attention  to  the  first  point  will  save  ahem 
the  trouble,  and  relieve  them  of  the  responsibility,  of 
investigating  questions  of  practice,  for  which  they 
are  altogether  incompetent;  attention  to  the 
second,  while  it  is  but  common  justice  to  the 
medical  officers,  will  not  only  add  another  motive  to 
diligence  and  care,  but  should  an  instance  of  real 
delinquency  in  this  respect  occur,  so  as  to  call  for 
interference  at  all,  will  at  once  place  the  Commif- 

lers  in  the  right  position,  and  enable  thesa  to 

rcise  their  powers  with  equity,  as  well  as  with 
sound  moral  effect. 

As  to  the  trumpery  charge  against  Mr.  Deshon, 
and  the  admonition  which  they  request  may  be 
administered  to  him,  the  only  moral  effect  which  it 
can  have  is  to  reduce  this  paltry  exercise  of 
the  brief  authority  of  a  day  below  the  value  of  the 
breath  spent  in  its  delivery.  Lejeune  vwl  pas  la 
chandetle.  We  may  be  allowed  however  to  ask 
what  public  admonition  has  been  vouchsafed  to  the 
meddlesome  gentleman,whose  unwarrantable  inter- 
ference with  Mr.  Deshon's  duties  gave  rise  to  tbis 
extraordinary  display  ?  or  whether,  as  his  absence 
from  the  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Guardians 
would  seem  to  imply,  he  has  received  private  in- 
timation that  be  would  exercise  a  sound  discre- 
tion in  relieving  himself  for  the  future  from  the 
discharge  of  this  part  of  his  magisterial  office  ? 


SHEFFIELD   MEDICAL   SOCIETY. 
At  the  second  meeting  of  the  Session,  Oct.  17th,  Me. 
H.  Jackson,  in  the  chair : 

v     ILEUS;  IWK8TIVAL  COHCEBTIOH. 

Mr.  tteedal  exhibited  a  portion  of  the  colon,  and  also 
a  concretion  of  feculent  matter,  taken  from  the  bodv 
of  a  man  who  died  after  a  few  days*  illness,  suffering 
from  symptoms  of  ileus.  Many  years  ago,  he  had 
taken  by  mistake^an  ounce  of  salt  of  tartar,  (carbonate 
of  potash  J  which  made  him  very  ill  for  some  time. 
Shortly  afterwards  he  perceived  a  tumour  in  the  left 
iliac  region,  which  was  treated  for  hernia,  and  for  some 
time  he  wore  a  truss.  On  one  occasion,  having  suffered 
from  constipation,'  he  was  removed  some  distance  in  a 
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cart,  by  the  jolting  of  which  it  appeared**  if  something 
had  been  removed,  at  die  bowels  were  freer/  opened. 

On  examination  poet-mortem,  the  ascending  colon 
was  found  to  be  very  much  distended  and  thickened, 
and  when  opened,  presented  the  appearance  of  inflam* 
.  nation,  with  ulceration  of  the  mucous  lining.  In  the 
caput  caecum  was  found  the  concretion,  which  weighed 
four  ounces,  and  measured  in  circumference  six  inches. 
On  a  section  being  made,  it  was  found  to  be  composed 
of  feculent  matter,  in  concentric  layers  of  a  light  brown 
colour ;  externally  it  was  dark,  nearly  approaching  to 
black.  The  two  preparations  were  presented  to  the 
museum  of  the  Infirmary  by  Mr.  Reedal. 

Dr.  Favell  exhibited — first,  a  very  fine  specimen  of 
cirrhosis  of  the  liver,  taken  from  the  body  of  a  man, 
aged  36,  who  at  one  period  of  his  life,  but  not  within 
the  few  months  before  his  death,  had  been  in  the  habit 
•of  drinking  largely  of  ale  and  spirits. 

Dr.  Favell  exhibited— secondly,  a  heart  which  pre- 
sented the  following  morbid  appearances :— Adhesion 
of  the  pericardium  for  about  the  space  of  a  shilling  at 
the  apex;  effusion  of  lymph,  without  adhesion, on  the 
right  side,  especially  on  the  surface  of  the  right 
auricle ;  numerous  white  patches,  evidently  consisting 
of  semi-organised  lymph  on  the  right  ventricle ;  vege* 
tations  on  the  fore  edge  of  the  mitral  valve ;  extensive 
deposit  on  the  aortic  valves,  on  the  middle  segment  of 
which  there  was  a  portion  of  lymph  half  an  inch  in  length; 
patulous  foramen  ovale,  without  arctation  of  the  pul- 
monary artery.  The  patient  was  a  fine  robust  man,  of 
florid  complexion,  who  had  been  employed  in  working 
on  the  railroad.  He  was  admitted  into  the  infirmary  in 
consequence  of  an  attack  of  idiopathic  pericarditis. 

Dr.  Branson  exhibited  the  stomach  of  a  man,  which 
had' a  large  scirrhus  of  the  pylorus,  which  was  not 
quite  obliterated  as  fluid  could  pass  through  it, 
but  the  passage  was  very  small.  This  was  illustrated 
by  a  very  good  drawing  representing  its  appearance  on 
removal. 

MEDULLARY  SAX.COM A. 

Dr.  Branson  also  exhibited  a  specimen  of  medullar}* 
sarcoma,  which  had  been  presented  by  Mr.  Storrs,  of 
Doncaster,  to  the  Infirmary  museum. 

The  patient  was  a  farm  labourer,  aged  48,  a  sober, 
industrious  man.  He  complained  in  April,  1844,  of  a 
small  swelling  on  the  outside  of  the  left  knee-joint,  of 
about  the  size  of  a  nutmeg,  which  had  existed  for  some 
years  back.  It  was  perfectly  moveable,  and  appeared^ 
to  be  encysted.  It  was  blistered  by  another  practi- 
tioner every  two  or  three  days  for  a  month.  It  then 
increased  rapidly,  and  in  June  he  again  applied  to  Mr. 
Storrs,  when  it  had  increased  to  the  size  of  an  orange, 
was  of  a  dark  red  colour,  strongly  marked  with  super- 
ficial vessels,  irregular,  elastic,  firm,  and  strongly 
attached  to  the  knee-joint.  It  still  increased,  and  a 
small  trochar  being  introduced,  poured  out  a  consfder- 
quantityof  arterial  blood,  which  was  with  difficulty 
restrained  by  pressure,  and  in  a  few  daysalarge  fungus' 
appeared,  which  increased  rapidly,  and  poured  out 
blood  constantly,  to  such  an  extent  that  amputation 
was  resorted  to,  from  which  the  man  recovered  rapidly. 

The  tumour  was  found  to  be  adherent  to  the  capsular 
ligament,  and  at  the  point  of  adhesion  a  vascular  spot 
penetrated  the  synovial  membrane.  The  tumour  was 
as  soft  as  brain 
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The  Chairman  then  detailed  at  considerable  length, 
me  particular*  o(  a  case  of  hydrophobia,  voids 
had  come  under  his  care,  in  the  Infirmary  in  May, 
1S43. 

•  The  patient  was  a  boy,  aged  18,  an  apprentice  to  a 
tjlter.  Some  time  about  the  previous  Christmas,  whue 
separating  two  dogs  which  were  fighting,  one  of  the  dogs 
bit  him  over  the  styloid  process  of  the  left  radius,  and 
inflicted  a  wound  which  was  a  long  time  in  heating. 
The  symptoms  had  appeared  thirty-six  hours  prerioos 
to  his  admission,  and  the  case  terminated  in  twenty- 
three  hours  after.  There  was  no  appearance  of  recru- 
descence. 

The  principal  pointsin  the  case  were  .—The  very  few 
paroxysms  which  occurred,  which  might  be  attributed 
to  a  strict  avoidance  of  any  attempt  to  produce  them,a 
fact  of  some  importance  as  regards  the  comfort  of  a 
sufferer  under  this  awful  disease.  Their  occurrence 
only  when  air  was  directed  to  the  head,  as  appeared 
by  bis  sitting  for  some  time  after  admission  near  to- 
an  open  window,  with  a  brisk  wind  blowing  upon  his 
body.  His  power  to  swallow  fluids,  without  paroxysms, 
when  administered  in  a  covered  teapot,  the  spout  being 
introduced  into  the  mouth,  which  was  not  the  esse 
when  administered  with  the  lid  off.  The  remark- 
able  variation  of  pulse,  which  ranged  from  90  to  12ft 
beats  in  consecutive  minutes,  and  even  in  the  thirds 
of  a  minute  beat  34,  34,  and  27  ;  and,  again,  40,  2s, 
21,  and  30,  25,  32,  rarely  being  regular.  The  large 
quantity  of  calomel  taken  without  producing  ptyalisn, 
being  about  one  ounce  and  a  half  in  the  twenty1 
three  hours.  The  bowels  were  not  much  moved, 
and  only  two  small  ulcers  could  be  found,  one 
commencing  in  the  fauces,  and  the  other  about 
the  sine  of  a  split  pea,  about  an  inch  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  oesophagus.  A  quantity  of  viscid 
mucus  was  found  in  the  stomach,  in  which  was 
some  calomel,  but  not  in  any  great  quantity. 

Inspection  forty-seven  hours  after  death?— The 
dura  mater  was  healthy ;  the  other  membranes  very 
vascular,  especially  external  to  the  right  hemisphere; 
there  was  considerable  opacity,  and  in  several  places 
effusion  of  lymph ;  brain  softer  than  natural ;  choroid 
plexus  injected.  Considerable  opacity  in  the  sheath  of 
the  spinal  chord,  near  the  eighth  or  ninth  dorsal 
vertebra,  and  in  the  same  locality  a  degree  of  effusion; 
the  membrane  just  above  vascular ;  pin  mater  of  the 
chord,  about  three  fourths  of  its  extent,  considerably 
injected,  and  a  vesicle  of  air  of  the  size  of  the  end  of 
the  little  finger  was  round  at  the  comnaenenmentof  the 
cauda  equina.  This  injection  evidently  continued 
along  the  nerves  within  the  sheath,  as  they  passed  from 
the  chord,  and  was  more  evident  posteriorly  than 
anteriorly.  Large  vessels  were  seen  nmning  with  the 
nerves.  Peritoneum  and  intestinal  canal  normal;  but  in 
almost  the  whole  extent  of  the  latter  a  considerable 
quantity  of  green  gelatinous  matter  was  round.  Larynx 
very  considerably  injected,  and  also  the  trachea;  but  this 
diminished  in  the  bronchi.  Lungs  natural.  The  heart, 
larger  than  natural,  containing  a  quantity  of  dark  fluid 
blood,  mixed  with  air,  in  its  right  ventricle ; " 
healthy ;  aorta  highly  injected  within  the  | 
and  the  pulmonary  arteries  the  same.  Kidneys  coo* 
gested,  and  bladder  injected  in  patches 
Pneumogastric  nerves  on  each  side  of  the 
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tofthe  trachea  isgeeted*  {Beatrix  on  the  wrist 
pale,  not  at  all  elevated,  and  nearly  aa  pale  aa  the 
•unrounding'  akin. 

After  the  reading:  of  this  case  the  meeting  adjourned, 
there  being  no  time  for  discussion. 


PROPOSED  NEW  CLAUSES  IN  THE  BILL  FOR 
THE  BETTER  REGULATION  OF  MEDICAL 
PRATICE,  &c. 

to  tbs  editor  of  the  provincial  medical  and 
surgical  journal. 
Sir, 

It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  I  have  read  some  of 
your  leading  articles  directing  attention  to  the  very 
defective  provisions  of  the  legislative  nieaaure  which 
is  about  to  be  introduced  into  Parliament  for  the  better 
conservation  of  public  health.  Admitting  it  to  be  a 
bill  calculated  to  improve  the  character,  and  attain* 
ments  of  the  profession,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  it 
meets  with  that  direct  hostility  which  it  has  encoun- 
tered from  several  quarters.  There  are  indeed  serious 
deficiencies  which  might  be  supplied,  and  wholesome 
restraints  requiring  to  be  introduced  into  it,  which 
probably  might  reach  the  extensive  system  of  irregular 
practice.  I  have  therefore  ventured  to  suggest  clauses, 
which,  if  introduced  into  the  present  Act,  might  render 
it  much  more  palatable  to  the  profession,  and  to  every 
disinterested  party. 

The  forbearance  which  has  been  shown  to  those 
whom  you  justly  term  medico/-  nrindlen,  is  a  striking 
picture  of  the  lenity  and  toleration  of  the  times.  We 
cannot  believe  that  "the  only  way  to  suppress 
quackery  is  by  the  encouragement  of  accomplished 
practitioners."  This  is  but  one  means;  something  more 
remains  to  be  done  by  way  of  preventing  the  gross 
impositions  which  are  daily  practised,  apparently, 
under  the  protection  of  the  State,  by  means  of 
Government  stamps  and  licences.  Now,  although  the 
rights  of  patentees  must  be  respected,  yet  in  a  term 
of  years,  that  right  will  expire,  and  after  the  passing 
of  the  Medical  Act,  the  Council  of  Health  only  should 
advise  the  Sovereign  how  far  the  Royal  Prerogative 
might  be  safely  exercised  in  granting  letters  patent  for 
medicinal  compounds.  Under  the  present  system,  the 
pretensions  of  empirics  are  moat  impudent,  and  the 
columns  of  our  newspapers  are  disfigured  by  them. 
In  differing,  however,  from  the  high  authorities  who 
have  drawn  up  the  bill,  we  ought  to  show  that  can- 
dour which  belongs  to  a  liberal  profession,  nor  feel  at 
all  jealous  of  any  one  who  may  make  important  disco- 
veries in  medicine,  although  the  discovery  was  not 
made  by  a  registered  practitioner.  For,  if  on  exami- 
nation by  the  Council  it  is  not  found  to  originate  in 
erroneous  views  of  its  effects,  mercenary  motives,  or 
with  a  fraudulent  intent  of  the  party,  it  should  be 
allowed  to  be  vended,  and  the  discovery  to  be  pub- 
lished unmolested. 

The  well  directed  labours  of  every  one  deserve 
reward.  If  we  would  conscientiously  do  justice,  we 
should  recognise  all  who  merit  the  distinction  of 
registration  irrespective  of  their  mode  of  induction  to. 
the  science  of  medicine,  and  its  collateral  branches  of 
knowledge. 


Thus,**  Use  Right  Hon.  Secretary  is  desirous  of 
rectifying  and  exalting  the  position  of  the  regular 
members  of  the  profession,  so  I  trust  the  same  paternal 
solicitude  will  be  shown  for  the  welfare  of  the  people, 
by  affording  them  protection  against  the  ignorance  of 
those  who  vt  engaged  in  irregular  practice.  Reform 
b  needed  throughout  the  whole  department  of  medi- 
cine, that  the  faculty  may  be  no  longer  compared  to* 
the  Romish  Church  of  the  dark  ages,  arrogating  to 
itself  a  full  dominion  over  the  consciences  of  the 
people,  and  the  medical  doctors,  like  their  spiritual 
brethren,  "  struggling  to  maintain  a  huge  monopoly.'* 

Probably  Acts,  of  Parliament  will  ever  prove  insuf- 
ficient to  entirely  exclude  "  unskilful  and  ignorant 
pretenders"  from  practice,  or  prevent  baronets  and 
otbess  from  playing  the  fool  by  risking  their  health  and 
lives  in  the  hands  of  empirics. 

Physicians  and  surgeons  on  their  part  would  act 
wisely  by  giving  popular  lectures  on  anatomy,  physio- 
logy, *ftd  public  hygiene.  The  people  by  degrees 
would  open  their  eyes  to  the  downright  folly  of  placing 
confidence  in  a  quack  who  never  saw  the  machinery 
of  the  body  in  health  or  disease.  True  Medical  Reform 
will  only  progress  with  the  increasing  intelligence  of 
society. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


JAMES  PAXTON,  M.D. 


Rugby,  Sept.  30, 1844. 


u  Be  it  enacted*,  that  all  laws  now  in  force  for 
licensing  persons  to  vend  secret  medicines,  be  annulled 
and  repealed. 

"  And  be  it  enacted,  that  no  person  or  persons  shall 
sell,  or  by  advertisement,  or  printing,  put  forth  that  he 
has  for  sale  for  himself  or  others,  or  that  any  other 
person  has  for  sale,  any  secret  remedy  or  specific  for  the 
prevention  or  cure  of  disease  or  bodily  infirmity, 
except  ss  hereafter  provided,  under  the  penalty  of 
forty  shillings  for  every  such  offence,  to  be  recovered 
by  any  person  who  shall  bring  proof  thereof  before  any 
one  or  more  of  her  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace. 

"  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted,  that  nothing  in 
this  Act  contained,  shall  be  deemed  or  construed  to 
prevent  or  forbid,  or  shall  be  interpreted  to  the  injury 
of  druggists  compounding  family  or  regular  prescrip- 
tions of  physicians  or  surgeons,  or  licentiates  in  medi- 
ppe,  and  not  intended  or  exposed  for  general  sale. 
Nor  shall  such  druggists  be  liable  to  any  penalty  for 
dispensing  or  vending  the  same.  Nor  is  this  Act 
intended  to  prevent,  nor  shall  it  prevent,  benevolent 
persons  from  administering  medicines  gratuitously  to 
their  friends  or  any  indigent  persons.  And  whereas, 
discoveries  have  been,  and  may  yet  be  made,  by  persons 
not  registered  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  Acr, 
of  great  value  and  benefit  to  mankind ;  be  it  enacted 
that  any  person  or  persons  making  any  such  discovery, 
or  compounding  any  specific  not  heretofore  known,  for 
the  prevention  or  cure  of  any  disease  or  infirmity,  or 
any  other  person  may  lay  such  discovery  or  method  of 
compounding,  before  the  Council  of  Health,  together 
with  the  certificates  of  two  registered  medical  practi- 
tioners, that  in  their  opinion  the  said  discovery  or 
method  of  compounding  is  new,  and  not  heretofore 
known,  and  is  of  public  use  and  benefit.    And  the 
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efcdans  or  licentiates  in  surgery  or  inedfeine,  who  shall 
form  a  Commission  to  enquire  into  the  value  end 
utility  of  the  said  discovery,  sad  report  thereon.  Amd 
If  H  be  found  to  be  ol  general  use  end  benefit*  the 
Council  of  Health  is  hereby  empowered  and  required 
Id  inscribe  the  name  or  names  of  the  person  or  persona 
'  laying  snch  discovery  before  them,  in  the  Register  of 
Medical  Fraottthmers,  which  registration  shall  giro 
him  or  them  a  legal  right  to  vend  or  advertise  his  or 
their  medicine  so  discovered  and  reported  on  as  afore- 
said. 

M  And  be  it  enacted,  that  if  the  report  of  the  said 
Commission  concerning  snch  discovery  be  unfavourable, 
the  person  or  persons  so  applying  to  the  Council  of 
Health,  may  appeal  against  snch  report,  and*  may 
demand  to  have  another  Commission  to  make  further 
'  inqoky  into  the  merits  of  snch  discovery.  The  Council 
of  Health  to  nominate  two  physicians  or  licentiates  in 
or  medicine  as  Coinmissjoaers,  and  the  appal- 
or  appellants  two*  and  the  Commisstommi  so 
ibaU  choose  a  -fifth  person,  who  shall 
r  form  a  Commhmon  of  appeal,'  whose  report 
aball  he  final.  And  if  such  report  shall  he  iafavonr 
of  such  appellant  or  appellants,  he  or  they  shall  he 
entitled  to  have  his  Or  their  Dames  in  the  Register 
accordingly. 

"  And  be  it  enacted,  that  any  person  claiming  to 
have  his  or  their  name  or  names  so  registeved  aa 
aforesaid,  shall,  at  the -time  of  .mahing  snch  claim,  pay 
into  the  hands  of  the  Council  of  Health,  or  their 
Secretary,  or  any  other  person  to  whom  they  may 
appoint,  the  sum  of  £+  «,  to  defray  the  expensed  of 
snch  CommiHsnn  and  inquiry. 

"  And  be  it  enacted,  that  any  person  who  rosy  not 
have  passed  an  examination  at  the  boards  or  Colleges 
legally  authorised  to  confer  diplomas  or  dearees,  or 
grant  letters  testimonial  according  to  the  provisions  of 
this  Act,  snd  who  is  desirous  of  being  registered,  may, 
on  producing  a  certificate  of  two  registered  medical 
practitioners,  of  his  moral  character  and  fitness  to 
practice,  demand  of  the  Council  to  be  admitted  to 
be  legally  registered.  And  as  the  Colleges  and 
licensing  bodies,  authorised  to  grant  letters  testimonial 
according  to  this  Act,  cannot  by  the  laws  of  their  cor- 
porations or  societies  admit  such  persons  to  an  exami- 
nation, as  to  his  medical  knowledge  and  skill,  unless  he 
shall  have  previously  conformed  to  the  rules  and  regu- 
lations of  such  corporations  or  societies,  it  shall  Jbe 
lawful,  and  the  Council  of  Health  are  hereby  required 
to  appoint  three  physicians  or  licentiates  In  surgery 
or  medicine,  who  shall  form  a  Commission  to  examine 
audi  candidate  as  to  his  qualification  to  practice  as  a 
physician  or  licentiate  in  surgery  or  medicine,  who 
shall  report  the  result  of  such  examination  to  the 
Council  of  Health,  and  the  Council  of  Health  shall 
admit  such  candidate  to  the  registration,  or  refuse 
accordingly. 

"  And  be  it  enacted,  that  every  such  candidate  for 
examination  and  registration  shall,  before  such  exami- 
nation, pay  to  the  Council  of  Health,  or  to  their 
secretary,  or  to  such  persons  ss  they  may  appoint,  the 
sum  of  £m  m  for  fees  to  such  Commissioners, '  for 
examination  and  registration." 
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In  one  of  the  numbers  of  the  fifth*  volume  of  the 
Pnvmtial  Mcdicnl  Jotornat,  there  is  an  article 
on  Medical  Reform,  in  which  I  stated  that  I  had 
my  doubts  whether  Sir  James  Graham  was  suffi- 
ciently practically  acquainted  with  the  subject,  and 
the  various  grievances  under  which  the  profession 
labours,  and  the  abuses  of  the  present  system  which 
call  so  loudly  for  legislative  interference,  to  enable 
him  to  frame  a'  bill  that  would  give  general  satisfac- 
tion to  the  profession :  and  that  I  very  much  feared  his 
forthcoming  measure  would  be  one  designed  to  benefit 
the  corporate  members  of  the  profession,  more  than 
the  great  body  of  general  practitioners.  The  long 
looked  for  Medical  Reform  Bill  has  now  been  before 
the  public  and  the  profession  two  months,  snd  if  I 
may  judge  from  the  reception  it  seems  to  have  met 
with  from  both,  I  was  not  far  out  in  my  prognostica- 
tion ;  through  your  kindness  It  is  now  also  in  the 
hands  of  every  member  of  the  Provincial  Medical 
and  Surgical  Association,  and  from  many  of  them  I 
expect  you  will  have  condemnatory  notices  for  in- 
sertion. 

It  must  be  very  gratifying  to  the  members  of  the 
medical  profession,  to  find  that  the  bill  has  attracted 
to  much  attention  from  the  public  papers.  The  support 
of  the  press  in  the  cause  of  Medical  Reform  will  be 
a  great  help  to  us.  Tfie  powerful  articles  in  The 
Timet,  if  we  could  be  assured  that  they  were  not 
designed  for  the  author  of  the  Mil  instead  of  the  bill 
itself,  must  have  great  weight.  I  am  not  one  of  those 
who,  because  the  bill  is  not  exactly  what  we  could 
wish,  would  wholly  oppose  it ;  and  I  must  confess  that 
lam  somewhat  surprised  at  the  simultaneous  and 
combined  movement  in  opposition  to  it.  Although 
the  bill  is  not  what  I  could  wish,  it  contains  some 
good  clauses,  and  the  head  ones  are  not,  in  my  opinion, 
unfavourable.  However  crude  and  unsatisfactory  it 
may  appear,  I  think  if  our  representatives  are  properly 
instructed,  it  may  be  made  palatable  to  all  parties. 

The  two  principal  objects  of  the  bill  for  the  better 
regulation  of  medical  practice  throughout  the  United 
Kingdom,  seems  to  be  the  annihilation  of  the  Society 
of  Apothecaries,  and  the  establishment  of  a  Council 
of  Health  and  Medical  Education.  The  sweeping 
clause  that  repeals  the  Apothecaries'  Act  of  1815  is 
the  one  that  has  raised  the  opposition  snd  indignation 
of  all  classes  of  the  medical  profession.  The  repealing 
of  this  Act  will  be  casting  a  stigma,  and  inflicting;  an 
injury,  on  a  body  of  individuals  who  have  done  more 
in  thirty  years  to  improve  the  medical  profession,  than 
either  the  College  of  Physicians  or  Surgeons  have 
done  since  they  have  been  incorporated.  It  is  there- 
fore very  natural  that  the  general  practitioners  should 
sympathise  with,  and  step  forward  to  protect  and 
defend,  a  society  to  which  they  are  so  much  indebted. 
ITear  Sir  James  Graham  did  not  read  the  statement 
published  by  the  Society  of  Apothecaries.  That  more 
good  has  not  been  done  by  them  is  not  the  mult  of  the 
Court  of  Examiners,  but  the  defectiveness  of  their  Act. 
Before  Sir  James  Graham  begins  to  interfere  with,  or 
attempts  to  annihilate,  the  Society  of  Apothecaries,  In 
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ought -to  be  prepared  to  prove  that  tfcere  are 
existing  io  the  Society,  and  that  the  patent  body  have 
beta  guilty  ot  some  act  wtieJa  would  .renriec.  Hm, 
unfit  for  the  performance  of  the  eeey  important  duties 
with  which  they  ere  invested.  It  may  also  be  repaired 
to  prove  that  the  present  Cow*  of.  Examiner* *t 
Apothecaries'  Hall,  are  ixncompeteat  to  nil  the  office 
to  which  they  hare  been  appointed*  He  will  find 
some  difficulty  in  discovering  any  one  who  would  hare 
moral  courage  enough  to  do  this.  If  he  will  take,  the 
trouble  to  read  the  recent  regulations  of  the  Court  of 
Examiners,  he  will  then  see  the  superior  talent*  and 
high  qualifications  that  are  necessary  and  required  for 
a  candidate  to  possess,  who  wishes  to  obtain  a  certificate 
from  the  Apothecaries'  Hall ;  and  he  would,  I  am  sure, 
at  once  be  struck  with  the  numerous  and  varied  acquire- 
ments they  insist  on,  and  must  admire  and  approve  of 
the  anxiety  and  care  erinced,  on  the  part  of  the 
examiners,  to  admit  none  as  members  but  those  who; 
from  their  classical  education  and  great  attainments, 
are  likely  to  become  useful  and  scientific  members  of 
the  profession,  as  well  as  valuable  members  of  the 
community.  I  think  it  would  give  him  some  trouble 
to  get  Members  of  Parliament  to  vote  for  any  measure 
that  was  intended  to  supersede  these  examiners,  and  to 
destroy  the  society  to  which  they  belong.  He  must 
first  conceive,  then,  that  the '  Apothecaries'  Society  is 
not  fit  for  the  purpose  it  was  originally  designed,  and 
that  they'  are  not  capable  of  being  reformed.  The 
general  practitioner,  before  1815,  never  dreamt  of 
having  the  sole  legal  control '  over  the  medical  pro- 
fession. They  at  that  time  applied  to  the  Colleges  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  to  assist  them  in  Improving 
the  then  state  of  the  profession,  and  both  these  corpo- 
rations declined  to  act  with  them.  The  associated 
apothecaries  were,  therefore,  driven  by  circumstances, 
and  the  apathy  and  supineness  of  the  medical  and  sur- 
gical colleges  to  undertake  the  important  office,  not 
only  of  superintending  the  educationand  regulating  the 
practice  of  all  future  medical  practitioners,  but  this 
office  involves  in  it  the  whole  interests  of  the  medical 
profession,  the  welfare  of  the  community  at  large,  the 
care  of  the  public  health,  and  the  advancement  of 
medical  science. 

That  such  extraordinary  powers  should  have  been 
confided  to  what  is  considered  to  be  the  lowest  grade 
of  the  medical  profession,  has  always  surprised  and 
astonished  the  present  race  of  practitioners.  It  is  to 
be  regretted  that  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians 
had  not  secured  such  powers  to  themselves.  It  is 
now  near  thirty  years  since  the  Society  of  Apothe- 
caries were  invested  by  the  legislature  with  full  powers 
to  discharge  the  duties  assigned  them  by  the  "  Act  for 
better  regulating  the  Practice  of  Apothecaries  through- 
out England  and  Wales ;"  and  I  should  say  that  they 
have  proved,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  profession  and 
the  public,  their  competency  to  the  responsible  charge 
they  have  had  conferred  on  them.  They  have  faithfully, 
honourably,  and  meritoriously,  discharged  the  duties 
entrusted  to  them  in  a  manner  which  reflects  on  them 
the  highest  credit,  and  before  they  are  deprived  of  the 
important  trust  delegated  to  them,  I  think  the  insti- 
gators of  a  measure  for  such  purpose,  or  the  parties 
who  are  now  trying  to  supersede  the  Apothecaries' 
Society,  are  bound  to  prove  that  they  have  abused 
that  trust,  or  rendered  iheiriserrei  unworthy  of  any 
longer  retaining  the  important  privileges  and  powers 


which  thef  hare  shown  themselves,  in  my  opinion,  to 
capable  of  managing.  They  are  raised  much  in  the 
estimation  of  the  members  of  the  profession  and  the 
public,  by  the  laudable  desire  they  nave  exhibited  to 
enhance  the  qualification,  and  of  course  to  elevate  the 
character,  of  those  who  are  about  to  become  Licentiates 
of  their  Society.  Had  the  physicians,  the  consulting 
sarfeoq,  and  those  who,  by  the  voice  of  public  opinion* 
have  been  raited'  a  little  above  their  brethren  in  the 
profession,  done  as  much  as  the  Society  of  Apotheea* 
rise  have  in  keeping  up  its  respectability,  we  should 
not  have  had  so  much  to  complain  of,  or  to  has* 
opposed  the  present  bill* 

Sir:  James  Graham  wUl  be  doing  a  very  great 
injury,  and  an  act  of  injustice,  to  e'most  usefatbody  o£ 
men,  if  he  repeals  the  Apothereries'  Act.  Idothiukta* 
Society  of  Apothecaries  have  some  claim  to  take  part. 
in  aaynewgoverniiig  medical  bodyjtbey  being  at  prseaufe 
the  only  legal  authority  foe  regulating  the  practice  of 
medieroe;  and  we  nave  the  testimony  of  Sir  Henry* 
Halfofd*  Br.  •Seymour,  Sir  David  Barry,  Shr  Astlev 
Cooper,  Mr.tOoturie,  and  others,  as  to  bow  they  hare 
regeiteted  ta  I  still  think  that  the. numerous  ueatiaffi 
of  the  general  practitioners,  and  the  petitions  to  the 
House- of  Commons,  -may  induce  the  Home  Secretary 
to  allow  the  Society  of  Apothecaries  to  nave  the  pri- 
vilege of  sharing  in  the  examining  of  candidates,  aad 
g^mntang  certificates  inraaatecia  medioa,  chemistry*  etc*' 
aad  only  deprive,  thorn  of  the  Ucmtmg  and  WMtroUi*0 
jwawiv  ,  This  he  may  transfer  lathe  proposed  "  Ceuneil. 
of  Health  and  Medical  Education."  I  had  intended 
to  have  made  som*>  remark*  on  the  new  Council  of. 
tteahmamd  ether  socteof  the  bill,  but  this  letter  it. 
already,  I  fear,  too  long.  I  therefore  naosi  resent  fc 
for  another  letter. 

I  am,  Sir,,  yours,  &c, 

GEORUEKINQ. 

Bath,  September  3P,  1844. 


GROSS  TREATMENT  OF  A  UNION  MEDICAL 
OFFICER.  —  EXTRAORDINARY  CONDUCT 
OF  THE  POOR-LAW  COMMISSIONERS. 


to  tbb  editor  or  thr.  provincial  mxoical  and. 
aoaaicAi*  JOURNAL. 
Sir,. 
1  pray  you  to  lend  the  aid  of  your  Journal  towards 
obtaining  redress  for  some  of  the  many  grievances 
under  which  Union  surgeons  labour,  and  to  draw  your 
attention  towards  a  gross  case  of  injustice  which  has 
just  happened  to  myself. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
HENRY  C.  DESHON,  M.R.C.S* 
Medical  Officer,  Sturminster  Union* 
ChiW  Okefbrd,  Blandford, 
October  19, 1844. 


On  the  3rd  of  August,  I  was  summoned  to  attend 
8amuel  Rogers,  a  pauper,  of  the  parish  of  Shillingston, 
in  the  Sturminster  Union.  I  attended  him  immedi- 
ately, and  found  be  had  sustained  an  oblique  fracture 
of  the  thigh.  I  put  up  the  limb  without  loss  of  tinlej. 
attended  the  patient  for  four  consecutive  days  during  the 
inflammatory  .stage;  then,  with  the  intervention  Q> 
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one  day,  and  finding  him  doing  well,  I  allowed  two  days 
to  intervene  before  my  next  visit.    I  now  found,  that 
by  the  forcible  movements  of  the  boy,  my  splint  had 
bean  displaced,  and  I  took  extraordinary  means  to  pre- 
vent  the  recurrence  of  such  an  accident,  and  promised 
to  see  him  daily  for  some  time.    On  the  evening  of  the 
same  day,  I  receired  an  order  from  the  overseer  to 
discontinue  my  attendance,  which  I  refused  to  do. 
The  overseer  acted  upon  a  note  which  be  had  received 
Irons  a  Mr.  Thompson  Jacob*  ex-oficio  Guardian,  in 
which  he  had  stated,  that  the  limb  had  been  "tfret 
timet  megteiemtty  set,"  and  desired  him  to  call  in  "  a 
proper  medical  man,"     I  immediately  requested  two 
neighbouring  surgeons  to  give  their  opinion  on  the 
case,  and  upon  Mr.  J.  Goodridge,  surgeon,  R.N.,  pre- 
tenting  himself  for  this  purpose  the  following  day,  he 
found  the  door  barred  against  him  by  Mr.  Jacob's 
orders.    The  mother  of  the  boy,  though  not  herself 
dissatisfied  with  me,  was  ordered  to  refuse  admission 
to  me,  or  to  any  other    surgeon   wbose   impartial 
opinion  I  might  seek,  and  if  necessary,  to  tail  in 
the  aid  of  the  parish  constable.    On  the  following 
Board-day,  I  laid  a  charge  of  unwarrantable  inter- 
ference against  Mr.  Jacob  and  others,  but  was  informed 
that  an  ex-parte  statement  could  not  then  be  enter** 
tained,  whereupon  I  placed  the  whole  of  the  proceed- 
ings before  the  Poor-Law  Commissioners,  who  ordered 
the  local  Board  to  investigate  the  case.    Against  the 
injustice  of  that  investigation  I  felt  bound  to  protest, 
since  the  Chairman,  Mr.  if.  P.  Yeatman,  jori.,  before 
the  case  was  entered  into,  publicly  observed,  that  I 
should  "  never  attend  him  If  he  broke  his  leg,"  «nd 
refused  to  hear  me  as  a  complainant,  thereby  placing  me, 
fl»c  aggrieved  and  injured  party,  on  the  defence,  with 
no  specific  charge  to  meet,  and  with  no  accusing 
person  to  contend  against.    The  attendant  surgeon,  in 
his  evidence,  stated  that  he  "  found  the  fracture  and 
everything  very  proper,    with  which  nobody  could 
find  fault,"  although,  not  approving  of  my  system, 
(which  was  the  long  straight   splint  of  Listen,)  he 
changed  it  on  the  following'  da^  for  the   doable* 
inclined  plane.    The-  result  of  my  protest-  was*  that 
Mr.  TufneH,  Assistant  Poor-Law  Commissioner,  was 
deputed  to  hear  my  complaint,  which,  after  some 
demur,  he  did,  previously  examining  witnesses  against 
me.    The  sequel  has  been  a  letter  from  the  Poot4*v 
Commissioners  to  the  9torntmste>  Board,  replying  to 
a  charge  against  me  (never  made)  and  reonesfSug  that 
Board  "  to  adnionish  Mr.  Deehon  Co  be  more  atten- 
tive in  cases  of  this  flescription   m   future;  siaofc 
the  Commissioners  are  advised  that  *  fracture  of  the 
fhigh  requires,  during  the  first  fortnight,  the  daily 
attendance  of  the  surgeon  f  thus  deciding,  tjontrary  to 
the  evidence  of  Mr.H.Hancodq&urgeon  to  tho  Ousting* 
Cross  Hospital,  and  of  Mr.  J.  Goodridge,  niirsjfj|ii, 
R.N.,  who  both  affirmed  (one  on  oath)  that  "daily 


attendance  on  a  fracture  of  this  kind  is  only  necentrr 
daring  the  inflammatory  stage."  Thus  the  Poor-Uv 
Commssstoneti,  by  a  singular  coup  de  mom,  have  cos. 
verted  me  from  the  complainant  to  the  defendant,  and 
have  entirely  passed  over  my  appeal  for  protection 
against  the  unjust-  manner  in  which  my  prWesrioaal 
character  has  been  assailed,  and  the  illegal  raspenaon 
in  my  office  of  parish  surgeon. 


•  Mr.  Thomson  Jacob,  who  iaa  Magistral*  of  the  county, 
and  was  for  several  years  Chairman  of  the  Sturminster 
Board  of  Guardians,  threatened  shortly  previous,  to  rejrort 
me  to  tbe  Board  for  refusing  to  attend  to  the  illegal  orders 
of  an  insolent  (ftardiaain  Mr,in»osrt»oaJaflobpresj4ail 
over  the  Beasfton  the  lasses*  *T**#o9*1w  OossmUr 
stoneis,  of  the  owlet  to  nay  ,extca  fo*  sjurical  cafes,  to 
meet  the  expenses  of .  wWcb  boon,  the.«nm  of  JSW  annually 
was  deducted  from  the  salaries  of  the  surgeons:  And  lastly, 
although  two  Investigations  have 'telta  place  beeto  the 
Board,  yet  on  neither  occasion  did  Mr.  Thomson  Jacob 


Copy  of  the  evidence  of  H.  Hancock,  Esq,  and  of 
Mr.  Good,  taken  before  the  Sturminster  Board  of 
Guardians,  on  Wednesday,  August  28th,  as  for- 
warded to  me  by  tbe  Clerk.  H.  C.  Deshon. 
Mr.  Henry  Hancock.— I  am  surgeon  to  Charing 
Q-oas  Hospital,  and  lecturer  on  surgery ;  I  attend  here 
to-day  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Deshon,  with  whom  I  am 
on  a  visit.  Unless  absolutely  necessary  I  should  use 
no  other  apparatus  than  that  used  by  Mr.  Deshoa  in  . 
the  present  instance;  a  bandage  over  the  fracture 
might,  if  muscular  spasm  arose,  lead  to  ulceration, 
and  I  am  in  the  habit  always  of  enforcing  on  my 
pupils  the  importance  of  putting  up  the  leg  with  as 
little  bandage  as  possible,  and  not  to  cover  the  seat  of 
fracture,  so  that  the  bone  may  be  examined  without 
its  being  removed  every  time;  you  can  also  apply 
more  readily  cold  lotions  to  the  part;  I  do  not  think 
it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  visit  tbe  patient  more 
than  four  days  consecutively ;  it  would  have  been  more 
prudent ;  after  the  inflammation  had  subsided  I  should 
npt  think  it  necessary  to  attend  the  patient  daily}  I 
have  frequently  found  it  necessary  to  alter  my  appa- 
ratus daily  for  a  week. 

Mr.  John  Good.— On  Sunday  I  was  called  upon  by 
the  overseer  to  attend  the  pauper  Samuel  Rogers;  1 
found  that  the  boy  had  been  suffering  from  a  fractured 
tjiigh,  and  the  treatment  had  been  that  of  Listoa's 
splint,  with  a  bandage  from  the  ancle  to  the  upper 
part  of  the  hip,  with  an  outside  splint ;  I  found  the 
boy  tolerably  comfortable ;  Mr.  Deshon  had  just  bees 
there ;  I  have  no  fault  to  find  with  the  way  in  which  I 
found  the  patient. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Deshon.— I  was  not  satisfied 
with  the  splints,  otherwise  I  should  not  have  altered 
the  bandages ;  I  put  on  additional  splints  at  once,  and 
altered  the  whole  system  next  morning;  I  did  not 
think  the  leg  was  quite  secure;  every  time  he  passed 
pis  water  he  had  to  be  turned  0)  The  splints  were  not 
tuch  as  I  would  have  used ;  I  should  have  thought  it 
necessary  to  attend  a  patient  with  a  broken  thigh  for 
a  week  at  leaat ;  I  do  not  think  four  days  enough. 

Mr.  Deshon  re-examined.— I  visited  the  patient  on 
Sunday  morning;  I  found  a  slight  inversion  of  the 
toes;  t  altered  the  bandages,  and  made  all  com- 
fortable. 

(copy.) 
"  Pbor-Law  Commission  Office,  Somerset  House, 
Oct.  14, 1844. 
"  Sir,— The  Poor-Law  Commissioners  have  received 
fche  report  of  the  Assistant  Commissioner,  Mr.Tnraell, 
respecting  the  investigation  made  by  him  into  the 
complaints,  against  Mr.  Deshon,  one  of  the  medical 
officers  of  the  Sturminster  Union,  in*  regard  to  his 
mode  of  treatment  in  the  case  of  a  boy  who  had  his 
Jthigh.  fractured. 

"With  reference  to  this  case,  the  facta  appear  to 
relate  seder/  to  the  snode  of  treatment,  and  the  i 
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ntf  of  the  dote  attendance  of  the  medkal  officer 
upon  the  case,  and  the  Commianooen  an  advised  that 
the  question  of  the  preference  of  the  long  straight 
splint,  (Lttton's  system,)  or  the  double  inclined  plane 
in  the  treatment  of  a  fractured  thigh,  haft  been  differ- 
ently viewed  by  different  surgeons,  and  that  probably 
at  the  present  time  the  majority  of  surgeons  are  in 
favour  of  the  long  straight  splint,  and  therefore  that 
the  adoption  of  it  in  the  case  in  question  was  not 
incorrect  practice* 

"  The  Commissioners  are  further  advised,  that  be- 
cause the  case  proceeded  unfavourably,  it  is  not  to  be 
inferred  that  the  straight  splint  was  uaaoitsd  to  it, 
and  that  the  unfavourable  progress  may  have  been  the 
consequence  of  the  bandages  not  being  psonerJy 
adjusted.  If,  however,  with  the  straight  splint,  and* 
proper  adjustment  of  the  bandages,  the  case  did  not 
proceed  favourably,  the  straight  splint  ought  then  to 
have  been  changed  for  the  double  inclined  plane. 

M  With  respect  to  the  frequency  of  the  attendances 
of  the  medical  officer  on  the  case,  the  Commissioners 
are  advised,  that  a  fracture  of  a  thigh  requires  during 
the  first  fortnight  the  daily  attendance  of  the  surgeon, 
as  the  bandagea  are  almost  sure  to  want  some  daily 
re-adjustment  for  the  maintenance  of  the  limb  in  its 
proper  position,  and  that,  accordingly,  the  intervals 
between  the  Tuesday  and  Thursday,  and  Thursday  and 
Sunday,  in  Mr.  Deshon's  attendance,  ought  not  to 
have  occurred. 

*'  llie  Commissioners  request  that  Mr.  Deehoa  may 
be  admonished  to  be  more  attentive  in  cases  of  this 
description  in  future. 

M  I  am,  Sir, 
"  Your  most  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  "  E.  CHAD  WICK, 

Secretary." 
*  S.  W.  Long,  Esq., 
Clerk  to  the  Guardians,  Sturminster  Union." 


SIR  JAMBS  GRAHAM'S  MEDICAL  BILL. 

NORTHERN  COUNTIES  MEETING. 

At  a  general  meeting  of  the  Medical  Profession  in 
the  Northern  Counties,  convened  by  the  Council  of  the 
North  of  England  Association,  to  consider  the  proposed 
Medical  BUI  of  Sir  James  Graham,  and  held  in  the 
Lecture  Room  of  the  Literary  and  Philosophical 
Society,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  on  Wednesday,  the 
23d  of  October,  1844,  Dr.  Headlam  in  the  Chair, 
Dr.  Charlton,  the  Secretary,  read  the  following 
Report:— 

"  The  Council  of  the  North  of  England  Association 
having  attentively  considered  the  Bill  of  Sir  James 
Graham,  beg  to  present  the  following  Report  of  those 
provisions  which  seem  to  them  objectionable,  and  also 
of  such  portions  of  the  bill  as  appear  worthy  of  the 
strenuous  support  of  the  profession.  The  provisions 
of  which  the  Council  approve  are  the  following  :— 

"  1.  The  establishment  of  a  General  Council  of 
Health  and  Medical  Education,  which  places  the  whole 
profession,  under  the  superintendence  of  one  presiding 
body,  which  shall  control  the  Universities  and  Colleges, 
and  which  \f  judiciously  constituted  and  worHd,  would 
in  every  way  benefit  the  public  and  the  medical  pro- 
fession. 

M  2.  The  connection  established  for  the  first  time 


between  the  Government  of  tats  country   and  the 
medical  profession,  by  means  of  the  above  executive  of 


"3.  Hie  complete  education  that  by  the  bin  is  pro- 
vided for  the  general  practitioner,  and  the  uniformity 
of  qualification  to  practice  which  it  confers  upon  all 
dnly  educated  medical  men,  by  abolishing  all  local 
restrictions,  and  yielding  reciprocity  of  privilege- 
throughout  the  kingdom. 

u  4.  The  fixing  a  more  suitable  age  far  the  admis- 
sion of  physicians  and  surgeons  to  practice. 

"*5.  The  prohibiting  of  all  foreign  degrees  attainable 
by  purchase. 

*6.  The  releasing  of  the  profession  from  its  con* 
nection  with  a  trading  company. 

M  7.  The  general  registration  of  all  duly-qualified 
practitioners. 

"8.  The  giving  to  none  but  registered  practitioner* 
the  right  to  recover  charges'  for  attendance. 

"  9.  The  provisions  against  the  assumption  of 
medical  titles  by  unregistered  practitioner*. 

"  The  portions  of  the  bill  which  the  Council  con- 
sider as  defective,  are  the  following : — 

"  1.  The  mode  of  formation  of  the  Executive 
Conned ;  which,  as  proposed,  does  not  recognize  the 
representative  principle  in  the  election  of  its  members, 
an4  allows  an  nndue  preponderance  in  favour  of  the 
Government. 

"  2.  The  registration  of  all  qualified  practitioners 
not  being  made  compulsory. 

«  3.  The  total  absence  of  all.  protection  against 
quackery  and  illegal  practitioners,  even  to  the  removal 
of  the  present  existing  restriction,  and  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Council,  constitutes  one  of  the  grand 
points  in  which  this  measure  is  defective. 

M  4.  The  omission  of  any  summary  and  inexpensive 
mode  of  enforcing  penalties  against  those  persona 
sssewing  medical  titles,  or  falsely  pretending  to  be 
upon  the  register." 

The  following  resolutions  were  unanimously  carried ; . 

Moved  by  Dr.  Brown  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
BfueaeU  s— "That  this  meeting  views  with  pleasure  the 
attention  bestowed  by  Government  upon  the  subject 
of  Medical  Reform,  and  that  it  regards  with  peculiar 
satisfaction  the  rircumstance  that  the  present  Medical 
Bill  has  been  introduced  into  Parliament  by  one  of  her 
Majesty's  Ministers.? 

Moved  by  Sir  John   Fife,  and  seconded  by  Dr. 
Kant*  !-r"  That  this  meeting,  having  duly  considered  > 
the  details  of  the  bill,  ..dees  approve  of  many  of  the 
contained,  and  regards  certain  of  the 
the  tasd  bill  as  worthy  of  the  strenuous-. 
support  of  the  nroaessioM  but  it  is  further  of  opinion, 
tea*,  ifiaatowedtopsaajntea  law  without  important 
nissllftsatlnns.  it  would  on  the  whole  be  more  injurious, 
than  profitable  to  the  cause  at  medical  legislation." 

Moved  by  Mr.  Gseesmew;  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
pixon  t—u  That  this  meeting  cordially  approves  of  the 
formation  of  the  Council  of  Health  and  MesHeal  Edu- 
ication;  but  that  it  most  earnestly  deprecates  the 
(proposed  method  of  forming  the  said  Executive 
Council,  whereas  two-thirds  of  the  members  would 
be  nominated  ay  the  Om  usantint,  and  the  rapreaen 
jtatibn  of  the  Interests  of  the  Profession,  esftedatty  in. 
tlie  provinces,  would  be  entirely  neglected." 
.  Mm*  by  Dr.  G.  File,  and  seconded  by  Dr.  Do, 
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Mey  J— "ThMtbmmeetiag  «  deejay convinced  of  the 
necessity  of  protectiiig  the  qualified  from  the  unquali- 
fied practitioner;  and  that  it  therefore  views  with  regret 
and  diaapprobation  the  proposal;  of  Sir  James  Graham 
to  remove  all  existing  restrictions,  without  substituting 
any  more  efficient  protection  in  their  stead ;  and  that 
this  meeting  does  consider  any  measure  as  incomplete 
and  unsatisfactory,  which  does  not  folly  guarantee  the 
interests  of  the  well-educated  and  licensed  practiouer, 
by  restraining  the  inroads  of  illegal  pretenders." 

Moved  by  Dr.  Embleton,  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
Gregory :— "  Tnat  this  meeting  strongly  urges  the 
necessity  of  making  representations  to  the  various. 
Members  of  Parliament  in  this  neighbourhood  ;  and 
that  for  this  purpose  a  deputation  be  appointed  to  wait 
upon  Mr.  Ord  and  Mr.  Hodgson  Hinde,  the  Members 
for  this  town,  ss  also  upon  the  Members  for  the  coun- 
ties of  Northumberland  and  Durham ;  and  that  this 
deputation  consist  of  Dr.  Headlam,  Dr.  Brown,  Sir 
John  Fife,  Mr.  Greenhow,  Dr.  Fife,  and  the  Secretary.** 

Moved  by  Dr.  Elliot,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Jephson : 
— "  That  a  Petition  be  drawn  up  against  the  defective 
portions  of  the  bill,  and  be  presented  to  the  House 
of  Commons  by  the  Members  for  the  town ;  and  that 
the  Petition  be  signed  by  the  members  of  the  pro- 
fession generally." 

Mpved  by  Mr.  Greenhow,  and  seconded  by  Dr.  De 
Mey : — "  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to 
C.  T.  Carter,  Esq.,  of  Hadley,  near  London,  the  late 
Secretary  of  the  North  of  England  Medical  Associa- 
tion, for  his  able  and  judicious  letter  on  the  Medical 
Bill,  addressed  to  Dr.  Charlton,  the  present  Secretary, 
and  printed  and  circulated  by  order  of  the  Council." 

Moved  by  Mr.  Bennett,  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
Eddowes : — "  That  the  account  of  the  proceedings  of 
this  meeting  be  sent  to  the  Lancet,  the  Medical  Gazette, 
the  Provincial  Medical  Journal,  and  the  Gateshead 


T.  E.  HEADLAM,  M.D.,  Chairman. 
That  the  thanks  of  the  meeting  be  given  to  the 
President  of  the  Medical  Association  for  his  services 
in  the  chair." 


BATH  AND  BRISTOL  BRANCH  MEETING. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Bath  and  Bristol  Branch  of  the 
Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  held  at 
Bristol,  on  Thursday  October  17th,  to  take  into  con- 
sideration Sir  James  Graham's  Medical  Bill.  Mr. 
George,  of  Bath,  in  the  chair: — 

Moved  by  Mr.  Godfrey,  Bath,  and  seconded  by  Dr. 
Symonds,  Bristol: — "  That  this  meeting  being  deeply 
sensible  of  the  necessity  for  fresh  legislation  to  recon- 
cile the  discrepancies  and  to  remove  the  various 
anomalies  affecting  both  Medical  Education  and  the 
privileges  of  Medical  Practitioners  in  this  country, 
rejoices  that  her  Majesty's  Government  have  tatd 
before  the  House  of  Commons  a  bill,  having  this 
object  in  view;  and  tie  thankful  to  Sir  James  Graham 
for  the  ample  time  afforded  for  its  consideration  during 
the  Parliamentary  recess." 
•  ft  was  moved  by  Mr.  Norman,  Bath,  and  seconded  by 
Dr.  Riley,  Bristol  t— u  That  while  approving  of  those 
parts  of  the  bill  which  tend  to  give  the  profession 
consistency  as  a  body,  and  to  increase  its  influence  by 
establishing  its  conueiion  with  the  State*  tins 


feess  itself  bound  to  express  its  Strang  disspprobanoa 
of  certain  cfcmsasof  the  earns." 

Moved  by  Mr.  Sedan,  Bath,  and  seconded  by  Dr. 
Budd,  Bristol:— "That  while  this  meeting  freely 
admits  that  the  hope  of  entirely  suppressing  quackery 
by  legislative  enactment  is  quite  visionary,  it  never- 
theless desires  to  express  in  the  strongest  possible 
terms,  its  disapproval  of  the  removal  of  all  restraint 
from  unqualified  practitioners  as  being  at  once  unjust 
to  the  legally  qualified  practitioner,  and  pregnant  with 
injury  to  the  public." 

Moved  by  Dr.  Toogood,  Bridgwater,  and  seconded 
by  Mr.  Staples,  Bristol :— "  That  to  require  from  the 
registered  practitioner  a  certain  standard  of  qualifi- 
cation, without  at  the  same  time  giving  him  a  pro- 
tection against  the  competition  of  impostors,  appear! 
to  this  meeting  a  legal  ^consistency ;  and  it  therefore 
urges  the  necessity  of  some  penal  enactment,  whereby 
practising  the  healing  art  without  legal  qualification, 
with  a  view  to  gain,  shall  be  made  an  offence  punish- 
able by  summary  process." 

Moved  by  Dr.  Dillon,  Bath*  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
CeJthurat,  Bristol  :-<-"  That  this  meeting  regards  with 
peculiar  satisfaction  the  institution  of  a  Council  of 
Health  and  Medical  Education,  but  is  of  opinion  that 
the  choice  of  six  members  of  the  body  by  the  Queen 
in  Council,  gives  an  undue  preponderance  to  die  State 
over  the  present  collegiate  bodies  in  the  government 
Of  the  profession." 

Moved  by  Dr.  Daniell,  Bath,  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
Estlin,  Bristol:—"  That  this  meeting  considers  than 
good  system  of  registration  would  be  of  inestimable 
value  to  the  profession,  but  is  of  opinion  that  to  be 
effectual,  it  should  be  made  not  optional  but  compul- 
sory, end  that  the  registry  lists  should  be  published 
annually." 

Moved  by  Dr.  Dillon,  Bath,  and  seconded  by  Dr. 
Riley,  Bristol :—"  That  the  thanks  of  this  meetinr  are 
due,  and  are  hereby  given,  to  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  James 
Graham,  Bart,  M.P.,  for  submitting  to  the  House  of 
Commons  the  project  of  laws  for  reforming  the 
medical  profession  ;  and  that  copies  of  the  resolutions 
passed  here  this  day  be  transmitted  to  the  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman." 

Among  the  gentlemen  present  were — Dr.  Tonstal), 
Dr.  Dillon,  Mr.  Norman,  Mr.  Soden,  Mr.  John  Soden, 
Dr.  Daniell,  Mr.  Ormond,  Mr.  Edwards,  Mr.  Godfrey, 
Mr.  King,  Dr.  Cardew,  Mr.  Hensly,  and  Mr.  Barrett, 
of  Bath ;  Dr.  Trotmani  Mr.  Ruddock,  Dr.  Bompass, 
Mr.  Bompass,  Mr.  Morgan,  Mr.  Mortimer,  Dr. 
Symonds,  Mr.  Colthurst,  Mr.  Smerdon,  Mr.  Green, 
Mr.  Wilson,  Dr.  Fav brother,  Dr.  Budd,  Mr.  Godfrey, 
Mr.  W.  James,  Mr.  Staples,  Dr.  Riley,  Mr.  Burroughs, 
Mr.  Swsyne,  Mr.  Estlin,  Mr.  Goodeve,  and  Mr. 
Hetling,  of  Bristol;  Mr.  Allen,  St.  George's;  Mr. 
Hatchings,  Keynsham;  Dr.  Toogood,  Bridge  water; 
Mr.  Chad  wick,  Wrington;  Mr.  Fenster,  Thonibury; 
Mr.  Vicary,  Warminster;  and  Mr.  Alford,  Taunton. 


CHESTER  MEETING. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Medical  Profession  of  Chester 
and  the  surrounding  districts,  convened  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  into  consideration  the  provisions  of  a  bill 
introduced  into  Parliament  by  Sir  James  Graham, 
-for.  .***,  Mrital    fee*.  ttaH*««  * 
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United  Kingdom,*'  which  was  held  at  the  Cheater 
Infirmary,  on  Thursday,  October  10th,  1844.  Present, 
Dr.  Thackeray  in  the  chair;  Dr.  Llewelyn  Jones,  Mr. 
Debts,  Gresfiordj  Mr.  Briefly, TeMennall;  Mr.  Brom- 
field,  Mr.  Bag*  Dr.  PiriHips  Jones,  Dr.  Davie*,  Mr. 
Moffatt,  Hawarden  ;  Mr.  Wearer,  Mr.  John  Harrison, 
Mr.  Hamilton,  Dr.  Edwards,  Mr.  Hodson,  Mr. 
McGregor,  Farndon ;  Dr.  Williams,  Mold  \  Mr.  Lilly, 
Mr.  Willmott,  Mr.  Leete,  County  Asylum ;  and  Mr. 
Brittain,  Honorary  Secretary. 
The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  :— 
"  It  is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  that  the  present 
state  of  the  Medical  Profession  requires  numerous  and 
speedy  amendments  $  and  whilst  we  cordially  admit 
that  many  of  the  proposals  made  by  Sir  James  Graham 
would  materially  effect  desirable  and  extenaire  im- 
provements, still  we  conceive  that  there  should  be 
appended  to  the  bill  a  decisive  protecting  clause,  to 
punish  the  unqualified,  and  to  protect  the  public  from 
the  practices  of  untaught  and  unskilful  pretenders." 

"  That  this  meeting  do  resolve  to  present  a  petition 
to  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  embodying  the  sub* 
stance  of  the  preceding  resolution,  and  that  the  follow, 
ing  be  the  form  of  the  petition" :—  .     *        I 

M  The  Petition  of  the  legally-qualified  Medical  Pnic- 
titioners  of  Chester  and  its  Neighbourhood,  present 
at  a  Meeting  held  in  the  Board  Room  of  the  Chester 
Infirmary,  October  10th,  1844, 

"  Humbly  Shxweth, —  , 

"That  your  Petitioners,  deploring  the  present 
anomalous  condition  of  the  Medical  Profession  through- 
out the  United  Kingdom,  and  concurring  in  the  expe- 
diency of  its  revision  by  the  Legislature,  whilst  they 
hail  with  satisfaction  certain  general  measures  relating 
Id  the  education  and  the  government  of  the  profession, 
as  contemplated  in  the  bill  introduced  into  Parliament 
by  Sir  James  Graham,  they  yet  feel  called  upon  to 
protest  against  those  clauses  which  involve  the  removal 
of  restrictions  npon  unqualified  practice,  and  peat, 
that  should  it  be  thought  expedient  to  repeal  those 
Acts  which  afford  any  protection  to  the  profession, 
such  stringent  clauses  may  be  introduced  into  the 
present  bill  as  shall  prevent  all  unqualified  persons 
from  engaging  in  the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery. 
Your  Petitioners  therefore  most  humbly  appeal  to  your 
honourable  House  to  take  the  matter  into  your  serious 

consideration. 

-0 
M  And  your  petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  evjtr 

pay,"  Ac.  =»". 

The  following  gentlemen'  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  carry  the  resolutions  into  effect :— Dr. 
Thackeray,  Mr.  Weaver,  Dr.  Phillips  Jones,  Mr. 
Hamilton,  Dr.  Edwards,  and  Mr.  Brittain;  and  the 
latter  gentleman  was  requested  to  act  as  Secretary. 


DOVER  MEETING. 


*  A  meeting  of  the  Medical  Practitioners,  resident 
within  the  borough  of  Dover,  was  held  in  the  old  Town 
Hal),  on  Thursday,  October  3rd,  to  take  into  considers* 
ton  the  Bin  introduced  by  Sir  Jamee  Graham, "  For 


the   better   regulation   of   Medical  Practice/*     Dr. 
Stolterfoth  in  the  Chair. 

The  following  resolutions  were  unanimously 
adopted  :— 

Moved  by  Dr.  Sonlby,  and  seconded  by  Dr. 
Standen  :— M  That  this  meeting,  whilst  it  hails  with 
satisfaction  such  portions  of  the  bill  for  the  better  regu- 
lation of  medical  practice  throughout  the  united  king- 
dom, introduced  into  Parliament  by  Sir  James  Graham, 
as  are  calculated  to  increase  the  influence  of  the  profes- 
sion and  improve  its  character,  cannot  but  regard  with 
one  feeding  of  regret  and  disappointment,  that  general 
principle  of  the  bill  which  removes  all  restriction  from 
the  practice  of  medicine,  as  a  measure  most  dangerous 
to  the  public  at  large  and  most  prejudicial  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  profession." 

Moved  by  J.  C.  Ottaway,  Esq.,  and  seconded  by  Dr. 
Hutchinson : — "  That  this  meeting  do  resolve  to  present 
petitions  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  in  accordance 
with  the  preceding  resolution." 

Moved  by  Dr.  Soulby,  and  seconded  by  Thomas 
Coleman,  Esq. :  — 4I  That  a  Committee,  consisting  of  the 
following  gentlemen — viz.,  the  Chairman,  Dr.  Astley, 
Mr.  Walter,  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Sankey,  Mr.  Coleman, 
and  Dr.  Soulby,  be  appointed  for  the  purpose  of 
drawing  up  a  petition,  communicating  with  the  Members 
for  the  borough,  and  taking  any  other  steps  that  may 
be  necessary  to  carry  out  the  views  of  the  meeting." 

The  following  draft  of  a  petition  was  subsequently 
adopted : — 

"  The  petition  of  the  undersigned  Physicians,  Sur- 
geons, sod  Apothecaries  of  Dover. 
"  Humbly  sheweth — 
"  That  your  Petitioners  are  legally  qualified  prac- 
titioners in  medicine  and  surgery. 

"  That,  whilst  they  are  fully  sensible  of  the  anomalous 
condition  of  the  medical  profession,  and  heartily  con- 
cur in  the  expediency  of  its  revision  by  legislative 
enactment,  they  cannot  but  deeply  deplore,  and  in  the 
strongest  manner  deprecate,  that  principle  of  the  bill, 
submitted  to  your  Honourable  House  by  Sir  James 
Graham,  'for  the  better  regulation  of  Medical  Practice/ 
which,  by  removing  the  stigma  of  illegality  from 
quackery,  throws  open  the  practice  of  medicine  to  every 
unqualified  person,  as  a  measure  disastrous  to  the 
public  welfare,  and  more  particularly  to  the  poor,  who . 
are  utterly  incapable  of  discriminating  between  the 
ignorant  pretender  and  regularly  qualified  practitioner. 
"That  they  believe  some  penal  check  upon  the 
practice  of  the  unqualified,  which  should  subject  them 
to  a  summary  process,  easy  of  application,  is  essential 
to  the  eflLiency  of  any  legislative  measure. 

"  That  though  they  hail  with  satisfaction  the  esta- 
bliahment  of  a  supreme  Council  of  Health,  as  likely  to 
produce  a  more  perfect  organization  of  the  profession, 
they  cannot  but  view  the  constitution  of  the  Council, 
as  proposed  in  the  bill,  with  anxiety,  and  as  highly 
objectionable,  inasmuch  as  they  recognize  in  it  no 
members  who  are  sufficiently  interested  in  protecting 
the  interests  of  the  general  practitioner  or  licentiate  of 
medicine. 

"  That  the  proposed  system  of  registration,  to  be 
really  useful  and  effective,  in  the  opinion  of  your  peti- 
tioners, must  be  imperative. 

"  That  yont  petitioners  would  respectfully  suggest, 
and  are  decidedly  of  •opinion,  that  any  measure  of 
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Medical  reform,  which  does  not  include  the  chemist 
and  druggist,  who  has  gradually  been  occupying  the 
poaitkm  of  the  epotfJtoery,  will  be  imperfect  and 
inefficient;  and 

"That  as  pore  and  unadulterated  medicines  are 
absolutely  necessary  to  the  satisfactory  and  beneficial 
practice  of  physic,  and  inasmuch  as  immense  suffering 
and  loss  of  life  annually  occur  from  the  present  uncon- 
trolled sale  of  drugs,  it  is  highly  expedient  to  compel 
ail  vendors  of  them  to  give  proof  of  their  knowledge  of 
the  qualities  and  uses  of  the  articles  they  deal  in. 

"  Your  petitioners,  therefore,  in  the  full  conviction 
that  this  question  is  more  vitally  important  to  the 
public  good  than,  to  their  own  interests,  though  both 
are  intimately  connected,  earnestly  appeal  to  your 
honourable  House,  with  the  firm  belief  that  it  wall 
receive  your  serious  attention  and  cousineration. 

"  And  your  Petitioners  will  ever  pray." 


BIRMINGHAM  STUDENTS'  MEETING. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Students  of  Queen's  College, 
Birmingham,  Monday,  October  7th,  1844.  Mr.  Pasquin 
in  the  Chair.  The  following  resolutions  were  unani- 
mously agreed  to : — 

"  That  this  meeting  view  with  extreme  regret  the 
bill  proposed  by  Sir  J.  Graham  for  Medical  Reform, 
which,  by  repealing  existing  statutes  tending  to  pre- 
vent unlicensed  practice,  they  deem  calculated  to 
lessen  materially  the  qualification*  of  the  mass  of 
Medical  Practitioners,  and  thus  inflict  a  grievous  injury 
upon  the  community. 

"That  this  meeting  consider  that  any  Bill  which 
will  render  it  legal  to  practice  Medicine  and. Surgery, 
without  a  preliminary  systematic  course  of  study,  and 
without  previous  examination  as  to  competency,  must 
prove  detrimental  to  the  character  and  usefulness  of 
the  medical  profession. 

"That  the  boon  of  eligibility  to  public  offices,  which 
is  held  out  to  practitioners  qualified  by  examination, 
cannot  be  deemed  a  sufficient  incentive  to  a  regukr 
and  tytiematic  course  of  study,  since  the  inducements 
offered  are  either  unremuneratrre,  as  Poor  Law  Unions, 
or  attainable  by  an  extremely  small  proportion  of  the 
members  of  the  profession,  as  hospital  appointments, 
and  for  obtaining  which,  moreover,  candidates  have  to 
depend  rather  upon  interest  than  talent. 

"That  the  proposed  bill  appears  to  this  meeting  to 
be  peculiarly  unjnst  to  those,  who,  like  themselves,  are 
pursuing  professional  studies  necessarily  entailing  upon 
them  great  expense  and  numerous  anxieties,  and  who, 
nevertheless  will,  on  entering  upon  practice,  be  subjected 
to  the  competition  of  self-constituted  practitioners, 
whom  exemption  from  study  has  disqualified  for  prac- 
tice, and  yet  between  whom  and  regularly  educated 
men  no  adequate  distinction  is  provided." 


MANCHESTER  MEETING. 

A  general  meeting  of  the  Medical  Practitioners  of 
Manchester  and  the  neighbourhood,  will  beheld  at  the 
Town-nail,  Kins;  Street,  on  Wednesday,  the  6th  instant, 
at  three  p.m.,  Dr.  Bardaley,  sen*  in  the  chair,  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  the  provisions  of  Sir 
Grahams  Medical  Reform  Bill. 


RESOLUTIONS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  BILL  FOR 
THE  BETTER  REGULATION  OF  MEDICAL 
PRACTICE, 

Adopted  by  the  Royal  College  of*  Physicians  of  Edin- 
burgh, at  an  Extraordinary  Meeting,  held  on  11th 
October,  1844. 

L  That  the  College  testify  their  satisfaction  that  the 
Bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  Medical  Education 
and  Practice,  so  long  expected,  has  at  length  been  laid 
before  the  House  of  Commons,  and  has  had  a  first 
reading. 

2.  That  this  satisfaction  has  been  increased  by  the 
knowledge,  that  the  two  great  principles  of  the  measure, 
vte.,  a  uniform  standard  of  education  and  qualification, 
and  the  abolition  of  all  local  privileges,  are  those,  for 
the  recognition  of  which,  the  College  have,  on  various 
ocasmns  contended,  and  expressed  the  same  opinion 
in  petition,  to  the  Legislature, 

3.  That  the  principles  now  specified,  if  carried  fully 
into  effect,  would  confer  a  great  benefit  on  thepro- 
fession  and  the  public,  and  would  remove  the  evils  and 
remedy  the  abuses  now  existing,  and  of  which,  for  n 
long  time  past,  there  has  been  too  good  reason  ay 
complain. 

4.  That  in  thus  providing  the  public  with  a  supply  of 
fully-qualified  general  practitioners,  the  College  are  of 
opinion  that  Government  is  undertaking  all  that  can 
be  properly  attempted  by  legislative  interference. 

5.  That  the  College  have,  with  regret,  observed  that 
the  part  of  the  bill  which  proposes  to  abolish  the 
practice  of  prosecuting  unlicensed  and  unqualified 
practitioners,  has  given  rise  to  great  alarm  and  a  good 
deal  of  opposition.  The  College  are  inclined  to  doubt 
the  practicability  of  restraining  unlicensed  practice  by 
penal  enactments,  or  the  expediency  of  attempting  to 
do  so  by  such  means,  and  in  this  view  they  are 
strengthed  by  the  fact,  that  such  powers,  although 
rested  in  some  of  the  public  bodies  in  Scotland,  have 
for  many  years  been  allowed  to  lie  dormant  without 
any  practical  inconvenience*  But  notwithstanding 
that  these  are  the  sentiments  of  the  College,  yet,  if  it 
shall  appear  that  it  is  the  desire  of  a  large  proportion  of 
the  intelligent  members  of  the  profession,  to  attempt 
to  restrain  such  practitioners  by  penal  enactments,—- 
rather  than  endanger  the  final  success  of  a  measure 
otherwise  so  beneficial,  the  College  are  disposed  not  to 
urge  strongly  their  own  opinions  on  this  head. 

6.  That  while  the  College  approve  most  cordially  of 
thjfcgeneral  spirit  and  principles  of  the  bill,  they  allow/ 
that  in  various  details  it  may  be  desirable  to  introduce 
certain  changes  and  modifications  not  affecting  its- 
principles  or  leading  details,  and  which,  so  far  from 
impairing  the  efficacy  of  the  measure,  would  tend  mate- 
rially to  facilitate  its  practical  application. 

#.  That  the  best  thanks  of  the  College  be  conveyed 
to  Sir  James  Graham  for  the  trouble  and  attention 
which  he  has  bestowed  in  the  preparation  of  this  bill, 
accompanied  by  a  copy  of  the  freezing  resolutions! 
and  an  expression  of  the  hope  entertained  by  the- 
Cellefe,  that  the.  measure  may  be,  at  an  early  period 
of  the  ensuing  Session  of  Parliament  brought  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Legislature,  ajpfl  /inalfy  passed 
into  a  law. 

R.  RETNTON,  iVenWeut    , 
Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 
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MANCHESTER  ROYAL  SCHOOL  OF  MEOL 
CINE  AND  SURGERY. 

The  flnt  public  distribution  of  prizes  to  the  students 
in  this  excellent  institution,  hat  recently  taken  piece 
in  the  lecture  theatre  of  the  Royal  Institution,  the 
ceremony  baring  hitherto  been  private.  Amongst  the 
gentlemen  present  were  Lord  F.  Egerton,  M.P. ;  Lord 
Ashley,  M.P. ;  Alexander  Kay,  Esq.,  Mayor  of  Man- 
chester ;  the  Rer.  Canon  Parkinson,  B.D.,  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Burton,  and  others  of  the  clergy ;  John  Moore, 
Esq.,  F.L.S.,  Dr.  Barasley,  and  other  members  of  the 
medical  profession ;  and  all  the  lecturers  of  the 
school. 

Lord  Francis  Egerton,  having  been  called  to  the 
chair,  said  that  public  prise-giving  had  been  found  by 
experience  to  be  conducive,  if  not  essential,  to  the 
objects  of  such  institutions.  It  bad  been  his  privilege 
that  raornjngto  inspect,  he  was  almost  ashamed  to  say 
far  the  fisat  time,  the  collections  which,  by  (he  inces- 
sant exertions  of  professional  gentlemen  in  this  town, 
had  been  formed  in  connection  with  the  school. 
Formerly,  in  company  with  a  gentleman  whose  Lan- 
cashire birth  did  honour  to  this  county,  Professor 
Owen,  he  bad  walked  through  the  Hunterian  collec- 
tion in  London,  with  as  much  delight  as  an  unscientific 
man  could  experience)  and  with  pride  and  satisfac- 
tion he  had  seen  how  splendid  a  counterpart  had  been 
formed  by  the  private  exertions  of  individuals  in 
Manchester,  The  existence  of  the  institution  itself 
must  be  a  subject  of  pride  and  satisfaction  to  the 
couununity  of  Manchester  and  the  neighbourhood.  In 
any  foreign  country,' such  an  institution  could  not 
have  been  formed,  except  with  the  aid  and  under  the 
direction  of  the  Government ;  bnt  here,  in  England, 
Una  institution  had  arisen,  stnong  in  its  own  strength, 
by  the  sagacity  and  exertions  of  those  most  qualified 
to  rear  and  to  direct  it.  Then,  addressing  himself  to 
the  students,  his  Lordship  said  he  wished  them  all, 
collectively  and  individually,  "  God  speed"  in  their 
tonourabJe  and  useful  course;  for  he  believed  that 
the  best  passport  they  could  have  to  that  eummum 
ooaaon,  tbaf  ultimate  end  of  all  human  exertions, 
a  satisfied  conscience,  would  attend  a  diligent  and 
useful  course  in  the  path  they  had  chosen.  True, 
if  they  wished  to  be  of  real  use  to  their  fellow- 
creatures,  and  really  honourable  themselves,  they  must 
sit  late  and  read  deep  in  that  great  volume  of  hiinJen 
life  now  opening  before  them ;  often  some  of  its  darkest 
pages  and  most  afflicting  passages  must  be  the  subjects 
of  their  contemplations  but,  if  they  read  wisely,  they 
would  not  read  long  before  they  would  find  many  of 
those  dark  pages  pregnant  with  lessons  of  the  utmost 
value  to  themselves;  and  in  their  profession  they 
would  only  be  reducing  to  healthy  and  active  practice 
those  Christian  principles  with  which  he  trusted  they 
were  at  the  outset  in  lire  one  and  all  imbued.  He  did 
not  say,  remember— for  they,  of  all  men,  in  the  course 
of  their  studies  could  least  forget— that  intemperance, 
sensuality,  and  low  debaucbery.must  blast  the  prospects 
«sf  those  who  are  tfcefv  staves,  even  On  this  side  the 
jrave.  He  exhorted  them  to  resist  these  temptations 
while  they  were  young*  ,The  stores  of  acquired  know- 
Jedge,  the  fruit  of  years  of  observation,  must  be  com- 
bined with  the  steady  nerve,  the  penetrating  glance, 
and  the  unshrinking  hand;— all  these  must  be  com- 


bined in  him  who  would  be  a  master  in  their  important 
and  honourable  art. 

Mr.  Turner  then  stated  that  the  object  and  purpose 
of  the  meeting  wss  to  distribute  prizes  to  those  students 
in  the  school  who  excelled  on  their  examinations,  and 
in  good  conduct,  during  tbe  last  winter  session.  In 
large  towns  people  were  often  ignorant  of  the  proceed- 
ings and  even  existence  of  others.  He  might  therefore 
state,  that  it  was  only  within  the  last  few  years  that 
the  whole  proceedings  of  medical  schools  were  sanc- 
tioned by  the  legislature ;  and  neither  from  Govern- 
ment nor  from  this  town  had  they  received  or 
required  any  pecuniary  aid,  or  anything  but  their 
sanction  and  patronage.  The  humble  endeavours 
of  the  lecturers  had  been  exerted  to  rake  the  stand- 
ard  of  medical  education,  and  to  promote  the 
advance  of  medical  science,  and  thus  to  do  all  they 
could  to  promote  the  best,  the  nearest,  and  dearest 
interests  of  society.  Associated  with  the  cause  of 
medical  education  in  this  town  were  the  names  of 
Perdval,  Ferriar,  White,  Bardaley,  Holme,  Horner, 
Roget,  Gibson,  Ransome,  Ainsworth,  Jordan,  Faw- 
dington,  and  many  other  distinguished  individuals. 
Twenty  years  ago,  by  a  concentration  of  effort,  they  had 
sought  to  make  this  an  efficient  medical  school,  so  ss 
to  supersede  the  necessity  of  the  student  going  to 
London  for  his  medical  education.  By  degrees,  this 
had  been  accomplished;  and  now  their  certificates 
were  fuBy  received  by  all  examining  bodies.  Their 
museum  exceeded  in  extent  any  in  Europe,  except 
the  Hunterian ;  and  thus  the  profession  here  had  used 
their  best  energies  to  raise  Manchester  as  high  in  the 
estimation  of  the  medical  world,  as  she  stood  in  the 
commercial  and  manufacturing  world,  by  her  industry, 
enterprise,  and  talent.- 

The  following  are'  the  gentlemen  who  obtained 
prizes: — 

Anatomy,  Phyeiology,  and  Pathology  (Mr.  Turner.) 
Mr.-  William  Thomas  Black,  Park  Place,  Cheetham 
Hill ;  Mr.  Ralph  Worthington  Ledward.  of  Aston* 
under- Lyne;  Mr.  John  Shepherd  Fletcher,  Man- 
chester; Mr.  Gustavus  Matthews,  Burton,  (extra 
prize.) 

Materia  Medico,  Medical  Botany,  and  Therapeutic* 
(Dr.  Ainsworth.)— Mr.  John  Shepherd  Fletcher. 

Principles  and Practice  of  Surgery  (Mr.  Ransome.)— 
Mr.  W.  T.  Blsck;  Mr.  Peter  Emanuel  Downs,  of 
Stockport. 

Principle*  and  Practice  of  Phytic  (late  Dr.  Chaytor.) 
Mr.  Mark  Oliver  Larmuth,- Salford;  Mr.  Mitchell 
Henry,  Woodlands,  Cheetham  HiU. 

Obstetric  Medicine  (Mr.  Heath.)— Mr.  M.  O. 
Larmuth ;  Mr.  P.  £.  Downs. 

Forensic  Medicine  (Dr.  Black.)— Mr.  William  Hall, 
Salford. 

Anatomy,  Physiology,  and  Pathology  of  the  By* 
(Mr.  Hunt.)— Mr.  William  Millett  Goodlad,  Cheetham 
Hill ;  Mr.  John  Shepherd  Fletcher. 

Certificate*  of  Honour  for  Regularity  and  Good 
Conduct.— Mr.  Charles  Walker;  Mr.  William  Scheie- 
field,  Ancoata*  Mr.  Henry  Wmterhottom ;  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Thomas  Blaek;  Mr.  M.O.  Larmuth;  Mr.  J.  S. 
Fletcher;  Mr.  Roydoa  JackeOn. 

Clinical  Prix**,  for  the  best  reported  surgical  eases 
in  the  Infirmary  (Mr.  Wilson.)— Mr.  James  Taylor,  of 
Salford;  Mr.  J.  S.  Fletcher. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


VACCINE  MATTER. 

IS)  TBI  BDlTOft  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL  ftfKOXCAX  AMD 

soboical  jo  oem  ax.. 
Sib, 

la  common  with  many  of  my  professional  neigh- 
boors,  I  have  met  with  no  little  difficulty  of  late,  is 
procuring  active  vaccine  virus.  I  was  induced  at 
length  to  apply  to  Mr.  Adams,  of  Lymington,  who 
had  kindly  supplied  me^once  before  wfth  some  active 
virus*  which  had  originally  come,  I  think,  from  Mr. 
Eettin,  of  Bristol,  who  I  believe  had  obtained  it  from 
the  cow. 

From  this  virus  I  have  now,  and  hope  to  have  for 
some  time  to  come,  a  plentiful  supply,  and  I  shall  be 
very  happy  to  supply  any  of  the  readers  of  your  Journal 
with  some  of  it.  I  will  charge  any  number  of  points 
which  may  be  forwarded  to  me. 

The  virus  I  have  of  late  years  procured  from  the 
Iftyal  Vaccine  Establishment,  Russel  Place,  Fitsroy 
Square,  has  been  very  inefficient— nay,  almost  useless. 

Were  yon,  or  some  one  of  your  numerous  corespon- 
dents to  brine;  this  subject  before  the  public  fn  the  way 
which  its  importance  requires,  the  evil  might  possibly 
he  remedied. 

lam,  Sir, 

Yonrs  very  truly, 

THOS.  P.  FERNIE. 
Kimbolton,  Oct.  24,  1*44. 


INTERNAL  OTE  OF  CHLORIDE  OF  LIME. 

to  the  emtoe  of  the  provincial  *idical  and 
surgical  journal. 
Sir, 
In  a  paper  published  in  the  last  number  of  the 
Provincial  Journal,  on  the  use  of  the  chloride  of  lime 
hi  fever,  the  author,  Mr.  C.  T.  Edwards,  makes  the 
following  assertion :— "  Except  in  one  solitary  Instance, 
recorded,  I  believe,  m  the  pages  of  this  periodical,  its 
use  as  a  remedial  agent,  does  not  appear  to  have 
extended   beyond  sponging  the  surface  of  the  body 
with  a  weakened  solution,  sprinkling  it  in  the  apart- 
ments, end  mingling  it  with  the  secretions." 

If  Mr.  Edwards  will  consult  Dr.  Copland's  Die* 
tkmary,  Vol.  I.,  p.  1032,  be  will  find  that  the  internal 
employment  both  of  this  remedy  and  of  the  chloride  of 
soda,  has  been  known  to  the  profession  since  1825, 
and  its  value  in  certain  cases  fully  recognized. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  MADDEN,  M.D. 
Torquay,  Oct  24, 1844. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS  OF 
ENGLAND. 

Gentlemen  admitted  members  on  Friday,  October 
25,  1844.— T.  Dobson;  C.  Jervison;  H.  Brook;  J, 
Brown ;  W.  Bayes;  F.  A.  Crisp;  W.  Bowden;  C, 
Ede;  J.  \V.  Harrison  ;  B.  Cawthorne. 


INFIRMARY  AT  SEAHAM  HARBOUR,  NEAR 
SUNDERLAND. 
The  following  appointments  have  been  made  at  this 
Institution :— Visiting  Physicians :  Dr.  Clanny  and  Dr. 
Fife.— Visiting  Surgeons :  Mr.  Ferguson,  Mr.  Maling, 
and  Mr.  Torbock.— Resident  Surgeon  :  Mr.  Yellowly. 


PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND.  SWifGAb : : 
ASSOCIATION. 

SPECIAL  OBXSSAi  MBETIHO. 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Council  of  the 
Provincial  Medical  and  8urgfteal  Associs*Je«,aSsedsl 
General  Meeting  of  the  Association  will  be  held  at  me 
Town  Hall,  Derby,  on  Thursday,  the  14th  of  November 
next,  to  take  into  consideration  Sir  lames  Graham's 
Bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  Medical  Practice 
throughout  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  Council  will  meetattwelve  o'clock:  the  Genod 
Meeting  will  take  place  atone. 

ROBERT  J.  N.  STREETEN, 

Seceetaet. 

A  report  from  the  Committee,  appointed  st  the 
Northampton  Meeting,  to  consider  the  best  mesas  of 
establishing  a  School  for  the  Education  of  the  8emef 
Medical  Men,  will  be  presented  by  Mr.  Martin,  of 
Reigate. 


OBITUARY, 
Died,  at  Vienna,  Oct.  10th,  Br.  Ritter  von  ftehensy 
Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology :  £remhisextsn» 
sive  learning  and  professional  acquirements,  ha  ess 
considered  one  of  the  most  emanat*  among  the  Genus* 
physicians. 
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CLINICAL  LECTURES  ON  DISLOCATIONS, 
DELIVERED  AT  THE  CHARING  -  CROSS 
HOSPITAL. 

By  Hbnby  Hancock,  Esq.,  Snrgeon  to  the  Hospital. 

Lbctubb  tiii. 

Ton  may  occasionally  be  consulted  by  individuals 
who,  from  violence  done  to  the  shoulder,  suffer  great 
pain,  and  are  unable  to  raise  the  arm.  On  examining 
the  part  yon  will  not  discover  dislocation,  or  any  of  the 
forms  of  fracture  I  have  already  described,  but  you  may 
mei  a  distinct,  crepitus.  In  these  cases  yon  may  have 
either  fracture  of  a  portion  of  the  head  of  the  humerus, 
Mr.  Seesuel  Cooper  considers  not  an  un» 
occurrence,  a  small  piece  of  the  glenoid 
cavity  of  the  scapula  broken  off.  A  lew  weeks  since 
I  was  requested  to  examine  a  little  child,  an  out-patient 
of  this  hospital,  who  had  lost  the  power  of  moving  her 
arm.  Upon  inquiry,  the  mother  informed  me  that 
turn  or  three  days  previously  the  child  had  fallen  off  her 
chair  to  the  ground,  that  she  screamed  violently  at  the 
time,  and  had  since  been  unable  to  move  the  arm, 
crying  very  much  when  it  was  touched.  I  examined 
the  Umb  very  carefully,  but  coold  discover  nothing  out 
of  place,  nor  any  fracture,  till  I  pressed  the  head  of  the 
humerus  firmly  against  the  glenoid  cavity,  at  the  same 
time  rotating  it,  when  distinct  crepitus  was  beard  by 
all  present.  I  could  not  feel  any  displacement,  but  I 
had  very  little  doubt  that  a  fracture  had  occurred  in 
the  glenoid  cavity.  I  directed  the  elbow  to  be  sup- 
ported, a  pad  to  be  placed  in  the  axilla,  and  the  figure 
of  eight  bandage  to  be  applied,  two  or  three  turns  of 
it  being  first  carried  over  the  shoulders  and  under  the 
axilla,  and  the  arm  to  be  bound  to  the  side.    The 

child  did  well. 

u  ■  '*-■ 

DISLOCATION   OP  TBB  TENDON  OV  THB  LONG   HBAD 
07  THB  BICEPS  7B0M   ITS  OBOOVB. 

There  are  probably  few  accidents  falling  under  the 
notice  of  the  snrgeon  which  have  met  with  so  little 
attention,  or  of  which  the  true  character  has  been  so 
entirely  overlooked,  as  dislocations  or  displacements 
of  the  tendons  of  muscles.  Volume  after  volume  has  been 
upon  dislocations  in  general,  and  especially 
i  those  of  the  shoulder  joint  j  hut  upon  the  displace- 
i  of  the  tendon  of  the  long  head  of  the  biceps,  an 
;  which,  if  overlooked,  deprives  the  patient  to 
n  very  considerable  degree  of  the  use  of  the  limb, 
authors,  with  but  one  or  two  exceptions,  have  been 
,as  they  have  also  been  upon  the  displacement  of 
i  in  the  body.  We  refer,  but  we 
11.  less. 


refer  in  vain,  for  any  detailed  or  utismctory  account  of 
these  cases,  previous  to  the  year  1841,  when  Mr.  John 
Soden,  of  Bath,  published  a  paper  upon  the  subject,  in 
the  "  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Medico-Cbjrurgicaf 
Society  of  London/'  giving  details  of  two  cases  winch 
he  had  the  opportunity  of  dissecting.  It  is  but  rarely 
that  we  have  the  advantage  of  examining  these  injuries 
by  dissection,  the  accident  producing  them  being 
seldom  fatal;  but  Mr.  Soden  has  availed  himself  of 
his  opportunities,  and  the  profession  is  indebted  to  him 
for  a  very  good  paper,  which  has  dispersed  the  doubt 
and  obscurity  investing  them.  You  will  do  well  to 
rend  it  and  will  be  amply  repaid  thereby* 

Mangetus,  who  died  at  Geneva  in  1748,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  ninety,  has  related  a  case,  which  yon 
wiBfind  in  the  "  Encytopcedie  Metbodique,"  at  the 
end  of  the  article  on  luxations.  "  A  woman  bad, 
three  days  before  she  consulted  him,  as  she  supposed, 
luxated  her  humerus-  in  wringing  the  linen  she  waa 
washing.  She  told  him,  that  whilst  doing  so,  she  felt 
something  start  from  the  shoulder.  Upon  examination 
be  found  there  was  no  luxation,  but  a  depression  of  the 
deltoid  muscle,  whilst  the  two  inferior  tendons  of  the 
biceps  muscle  were  stretched,  not  allowing  the  arm  to 
be  extended.  He  supposed  that  the  biceps  tendon  wot 
dislocated,  but,  as  the  part  was  swollen,  he  recom- 
mended fomentations  ;  and  the  following  day  he  found 
be  was  right  in  his  conjecture.  He  turned  the  arm 
forcibly  in  the  opposite  direction,  the  tendon  returned 
immediately  into  its  place,  and  the  woman  recovered." 

In  the  second  edition  of  William  Cowper's  M  Anatomy 
of  Human  Bodies,"  published  after  his  death  by 
C.  B.  Albinus,  at  Leyden,  in  the  year  1737,  appears 
the  following  account  of  a  case :— "  An  extraordinary 
case  relating  to  this  muscle  (the  biceps)  h 
than  once  happened  W  our  practice.  A 
three  days  before  she  consulted  us,  had, 
suspected,  dislocated  her  shoulder  bone  by 
of  linen  clothes  after  washing,  (which  is  I 
done  to  express  the  water,)  adding,  that  in  straining 
her  arm  in  that  action,  she  sensibly  felt  something,  as 
she  thought,  slip  out  of  its  place,  or  her  shoulder. 
After  examining  the  part,  we  were  well  satisfied  that 
there  was  no  dislocation;  but,  observing  a  < 
on  the  external  part  of  the  deltoid  muscle,  ai 
the  two  inferior  tendons  of  the  bicipital  muscle  rigid* 
and  the  cubit  thereby  denied  its  due  extension,  we 
suspected  that  the  external  tendinous  beginning,  before 
taken  notice  of,  was  sllpt  out  of  its  channel  on  the 
head  of  the  os  humeri.  But  finding  the  part  at  that 
time  somewhat  mfinmed,  we  advised  her  to  an  emeV» 
lactt  application  and  to  fjve  ^  thane** 
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day,  at  which  time  we  found  our  conjectures  true,  for, 
by  turning  the  whole  arm  to  and  fro,  the  tendon 
readily  dipt  into  its  place,  she  recovering  the  use  of  the 
part  immediately." 

No  one  can  read  these  two  cases  without  being 
struck  with  the  extreme  similarity  one  bears  to  the 
other ;  indeed,  the  resemblance  as  to  expression  and 
minute  details,  is  so  close,  that  we  can  have  little,  if 
any  doubt,  that  the  one  is  an  unacknowledged  and 
pirated  version  of  the  other.  Which  of  these  gentle- 
men was  the  thief,  it  is  difficult  to  say ;  they  lived  and 
published  about  the  same  time ;  but  as  Cowper  did  not 
scruple  to  appropriate  and  publish  Bidloo's  Anato- 
mical Plates  as  his  own,  to  illustrate  his  work  on 
Human  Anatomy,  I  do  not  suppose  he  would  hesitate 
long  in  appropriating  another  man's  case. 

Boexhaave  has  observed,  that  muscles  often  slip  out 
of  their  places  during  violent  efforts,  when  their  sheaths 
arc  so  relaxed  as  to  offer  but  little  resistance  j  and,  he 
adds,  when  this  happens  to  the  shoulder,  it  produces 
swelling  and  pain,  and  is  often  mistaken  for  disloca- 
tion.   He  has  not,  however,  related  any  cases. 

'  Ueutaud,  in  the  "  Estate  Anatomiques,"  published 
in  1742,  refers  to  the  displacement  and  injury  to  the 
tendons  of  the  lumbar  muscles ;  and  Claude  Ponteau, 
in  his  M  Melange  de  Cnirurgie,"  published  in  1760  a 
case,  which  he  describes  at  being  a  displacement  of  one. 
of  the  attachments  of  the  splenins  colli  muscle.  The 
patient  recovered,  and  he  had  not  the  opportunity  of 
verifying  his  conjecture  by  dissection.  In  1773,  Mr. 
Qromujeld,  in  hit  "  Chirurgical  Observations,"  remarks, 
"  I  dare  say  many  surgeons  have  seen  a  lameness  of  the 
shoulder  from  the  tendon  of  the  biceps  m  uscle,which  ru  ns 
in  the  excavated  groove,  at  the  bead  of  the  osbrachii, 
having  by  tome  turn  of  the  limb  slipped  out  of  the 
salens,  and  retting  on  one  of  the  exuberances  of  the 
upper  part  of  the  channel,  which,  till  it  has  returned, 
hat  occasioned  not  only  an  immobility  of  the  joint,  but 
most  violent  pain.  When  the  case  is  known,  the 
reduction  is  very  easy,  for  the  cubit  being  bent,  the 
muscle  is  relaxed,  and  while  an  assistant,  holding  the 
lower  extremity  of  the  os  brachii,  moves  the  bead 
thereof  sometimes  outward,  and  sometimes  inward,  in 
the  acetabulum  scapula,  the  operator,  with  his  fingers, 
will  easily  replace  it,  and  the  patient  presently  becomes 
perfectly  easy/' 

.  Mr.  Stanley,  in  the  third  volume  of  the  "  London 
Medical  Gazette,**  mentions  having  met  with  an 
I  in.  which  the  tendon  of  the  biceps  was  dislo- 
and  rested  on  the  great  tuberosity.  A  niem- 
i  sheath  attached  to  the  humerus,  and  extending 
the  tendon,  confined  it  in  its  new  situation. 
This  sheath  was  polished  internally,  it  facilitated  play 
of  tendon,  and  Air.  Stanley  remarks,  that  its  formation 
may  be  presumed  to  have  been  analogous  to  that  of  the 
capsule  enclosing  the  ends  of  a  fractured  bone,  when 
free  motion  hat  been  permitted,  the  cellular  tissue  in 
either  case  being  condensed,  and  formed  into  a  perfect 
bag,  the  inner  surface  resembling  synovial  membrane 
hy  its  polish  and  by  its  secretion. 

Mr.  Gregory  Smith,  in  the  fourteenth  volume  of  the 
same  work,  relates  two  cases  of  displacement  which  be 
met  withy  in  bis  dissecting  room ;  they  were  Iwth  taken 
from  the  same  subject)  who  died  from  consumption. 
In  the  right  shouMer>  the  bursa  beneath  the  deltoid 
was  lacerated,  and  communicated  with  the 


interior  of  the  capsular  ligament.  The  tendons  of  the 
supra-spinatusand  subtcapularis  muscles  were  entirely 
separated  from  their  insertions;  the  infra-spinatas 
and  teres  minor  appeared  to  have  suffered  gnat 
tension ;  the  long  head  of  the  biceps  was  iiot  lacerated, 
but  was  displaced  from  its  groove,  which  was  nearly 
filled  up  with  fibrinous  matter.  There  was  also 
fibrinous  matter  in  the  joint,  but  the  capsule  presented 
no  signs  of  being  ruptured  elsewhere  than  above,  u 
the  left  shoulder  the  bursa  did  net  communicate  with 
the  capsular  ligament ;  the  latter  was  perfect,  but  very 
large,  and  thicker  than  usual,  the  tendon  of  the  sab* 
scapularis  was  torn  from  its  insertion,  but  the  other 
tendons  remained  attached,  though  very  much 
stretched.  The  large  tendon  of  the  biceps  was. satire, 
but  displaced,  and  the  groove  filled  up  with  fibrinous 
matter,  as  in  the  arm.  Mr.  Smith  does  not  appear  to 
have  seen  this  individual  during  life,  therefore  eonW 
not  supply  us  with  any  information  at  to  the 
symptoms. 

This  is  all  the  information  that  I  have  been  able  to 
glean  from  the  numerous  writings  to  which  I  have 
referred.  You  will  agree  with  me  that  it  is  extremely 
vague  and  unsatisfactory ;  and,  indeed,  that  until  sir. 
Soden's  paper  appeared,  we  knew  very  little  of  the 
matter. 

The  principal  signs  of  this  accident,  are  pain  sad 
tenderness  in  front  of  the  joint,  corresponding  to  the 
bicipital  groove ;  acute  pain  in  the  course  of  the 
biceps  when  it  is  thrown  into  action,  the  pain  bring 
referred  more  particularly  to  its  two  extremities ;  the 
patient  is  unable  to  raise  his  hand  to  his  head,  or  an 
arm  beyond  an  acute  angle  from  hit  body;  the 
appearance  of  the  shoulder  ia  somewhat  altered,  the 
head  of  the  humerus  being  drawn  upwards,  and  more 
forwards  than  natural,  lying  close  beneath  the  acroanoa 
process,  whilst  the  posterior  and  external  part  of  the 
joint  are  somewhat  flattened. 

I  will  now  relate  to  you  the  first  of  Mr.  Soden's 
cases ;  the  other  being  complicated  with  dislocation  of 
the  head  of  the  humerus  forwards,  will  be  mentioned 
when  we  arrive  at  that  section  of  our  subject  in  winch 
we  treat  of  dislocations  in  that  direction. —  A  man  of  the 
name  of  Cooper,  in  the  month  of  May,  1839,  in  Hastily 
rising  from  the  floor,  on  which  lie  was  nailing  down  s 
carpet,  slipped  and  fell  backwards,  receiving  the  whole 
weight  of  his  body  upon  the  elbow  of  his  right  arm, 
which  he  bad,  in  the  impulse  of  the  moment,  placed 
behind  him  to  break  his  fall.  He  experienced  no 
injury  to  the  elbow,  but  the  shock  being  transmitted 
immediately  to  the  shoulder,  the  whole  effects  of  the 
accident  were  sustained  by  that  joint  Upon  the  occur- 
rence of  the  accident  he  experienced  such  acute  pain 
that  he  supposed  he  had  suffered  either  n  fmcture  or 
dislocation,  but  finding  that  be  could  raise  the  ami 
over  his  head,  he  felt  reassured,  and  endeavoured  to 
resume  his  work,  the  pain  was  however  to  great  that 
be  was  obliged  to  desist,  and  he  went  home.  Mr. 
Soden  saw  him  the  following  morning,  at  which  tltne 
the  joint  was  greatly  swollen,  tender  to  the  touch,  and 
painful  on  very  slight  motion ;  there  was  then  no 
[>ower  of  placing  his  arm  over  hit  head,  as  he  suM  he 
had  done  immediately  after  the  accident.  Ihria* 
satisfied  himself  there  was  nefther  fracture  nor  4 
cation,  Mr.  Soden  treated  the  case  at  n  severe  i 
adopting  energetic  measures  to  i 


LECTUftfc  ON  DISLOCATIONS. 


&od 


tfon,  until  at  the  end  of  three  weeks  the  swelling  was 
much  reduced,  although  the  tenderness  in  front  of  the 
joint,  and  pains  upon  certain  movements  of  the  arm, 
were  scarcely  less  than  on  the  day  of  the  accident. 
Upon  comparing  the  joint  with  its  fellow,  a  marked 
difference  was  observable ;  the  injured  shoulder  was 
evidently  out  of  drawing,  but  without  presenting  any 
glaring  deformity.  When  the  man  stood  erect  there 
was  a  slight  flattening  on  the  outer  and  posterior  parts 
of  the  joint,  and  the  bead  of  the  bone  appeared  to  be 
drawn  up  higher  in  the  glenoid  cavity  than  it  should 
be.  On  moving  the  limb  with  one  hand  placed  on  the 
shoulder,  a  crepitating  sensation  was  experienced  under 
the  fingers,  caused •  by  the  friction  of  the  head  of  the 
humerus  against  the  under  surface  of  the  acromion, 
whilst  the  arm  could  not  be  raised  beyond  a  very  acute 
angle  with  the  body,  from  the  upper  edge  of  the  greater 
tubercle  coming  in  contact  with  that  of  the  acromion, 
and  thus  preventing  further  progress.  The  head  of  the 
bone  projected  metre  than  natural  in  front,  amounting 
almost  to  a  partial  dislocation.  The  man  was  unable 
to  raise  the  smallest  weight  from  the  ground,  on  account 
of  the  severe  pain  caused  by  any  exercise  of  the  biceps 
muscle.  In  other  respects,  the  underhand  motions 
were  not  limited,  the  patient  being  able  to  swing  bis 
arm  backward  and  forward,  and  to  grasp  any  object 
firmly,  without  pain,  so  long  as  he  did  not  endeavour 
to  raise  it  When  the  biceps  was  thrown  into  action, 
he  described  the  pain  as  very  acute,  extending  through 
the  whole  of  the  muscle,  but  referred  chiefly  to  Its 
two  extremities ;  when  the  muscle  was  quiescent,  the 
pain  was  referred  to  the  front  of  the  joint,  confined  to 
the  space  between  the  coracoid  process  and  the  bead 
of  the  humerus,  which  spot  was  marked  by  extreme 
tenderness  and  some  puffy  swelling.  The  patient,  who 
was  of  a  rheumatic  habit,  suffered  from  attacks  of  this 
disease  in  the  joint,  until  his  death,  which  occurred  six 
months  afterwards,  from  fracturing  his  skull  in  falling 
through  a  trap  door. 

Mr.  Soden  made  a  post-mortem  examination,  and 
found  that  the  accident  to  the  shoulder,  was  a  disloca- 
tion of  the  long  head  of  the  biceps  from  its  groove, 
unaccompanied  by  any  other  injury;  the  tendon, 
which  was  entire,  lay  in  its  sheath  on  the  leaser 
tubercle  of  the  humerus;  the  capsular  ligament  was  but 
slightly  ruptured,  the  joint  extensively  inflamed ;  the 
synovial  membrane  being  vascular,  and  coated  with 
lymph,  recent  adhesions  had  formed  between  different 
parts  of  its  surface,  and  ulceration  commenced  on  the 
cartilage  covering  the  humerus,  where  it  had  come  in 
.contact  with  the  acromion  process ;  the  capsular 
ligament  was  very  much  thickened. 

When  we  consider  bow  much  in  appearance  these 
accidents  resemble  partial  dislocations  of  the  head  of 
the  humerus  upwards  and  forwards,  we  can  entertain 
but  Utile  doubt  that  they  have  frequently  been  mis- 
taken lor  them.  We  shall  find,  when  we  arrive  at  that 
portion  of  the  subject,  more  than  one  case  recorded  of 
partial  dislocation,  in  which,  though  the  head  of  the 
bono  was  returned  to  its  proper  cavity,  it  quickly 
resumed  its  abnormal  position.  This  is  one  of  the 
characteristics  of  the  accidents  which  now  occupy  our 
attention*  The  head  of  the  bone  may  be  drawn  down- 
wards aad  backwards  into  the  glenoid  cavity,  but, 
coast  taeexteaaion,  and  it  will  very  soon  be  drawn  up 
again  by  the  combined  action  of  the  capsular  muscles, 


particularly  of  the  supra-spinatus ;  these,  as  Mr.  Soden 
has  already  pointed  out,  being  antagonized  and  kept  in 
check  by  the  manner  in  which  the  long  tendon  of  the 
biceps  passes  over  the  head  of  the  bone  to  fa  scapular 
attachment.  The  patient  was  able  to  raise  his  hand 
to  his  head  immediately  after  the  receipt  of  the"  injury, 
although,  when  Mr.  Soden  saw  him  on  the  following 
day,  he  had  lost  that  power.  This  is  by  no  means 
improbable,  for  muscles,  which  are  deprived  of  their 
antagonising  forces,  unless  irritated,  do  not  contract 
instantaneously,  but  by  degrees.  In  a  fracture  of  e 
neck  of  the  thigh  bone,  for  instance,  if  called  imme- 
diately upon  the  accident  occurring,  you  will  observe 
but  little,  if  any  shortening;  but  if  two  or  three  hours 
have  elapsed,  you  will  probably  find  the  limb  drawn  up 
to  a  considerable  extent.  The  same  obtained  in  the 
foregoing  case,  the  patient  being  enabled  to  raise  his 
arm  to  his  head  at  first,  because  the  biceps  enters  but 
little  into  that  action,  and  sufficient  time  had  not 
elapsed  for  the  muscles  antagonized  by  the  biceps 
tendon,  to  take  advantage  of  the  abnormal  state  of 
parts.  By  degrees  the  head  of  the  bone  was  approxi- 
mated to  the  acromion  process,  until  at  length,  when 
the  man  attempted  to  raise  his  arm  to  his  head,  the 
greater  tubercle  came  in  contact  with  the  acromion, 
and  prevented  all  but  very  limited  motion,  in  that 
direction. 

I  have  given  you  these  cases  at  length,  because  tbej 
have  hitherto  been  overlooked.  How  often  do  we 
meet  with  instances  where  the  patient  has  lost  the  use 
of  his  limb,  without  any  very  ostensible  signs  being 
present;  and,  indeed,  in  the  accident  before  us, 
there  are  scarcely  any  symptoms  but  what  may  arise 
from  other  causes.  The  great  diagnostic  signs  of  this 
accident  appear  to  be,  great  pain  in  the  course  and 
attachments  of  the  biceps,  coupled  with  the  undue 
approximation  of  the  head  of  the  humerus  to  the 
acromion  process.  I  must,  however,  admit  that  these 
signs  of  diagnosis  are  anything  but  satisfactory ;  the 
approximation  between  the  head  of  the  humerus  aad 
acromion  process  takes  place  equally  in  some  cases  of 
fracture  of  the  anatomical  neck  of  the  humerus,  and 
also  where  the  biceps  tendon  is  ruptured ;  and  we  are 
also  deprived  of  the  advantage  of  there  being  crepitus 
in  fractures  of  the  anatomical  cervix  humeri,  inasmuch 
at  we  find  that  crepitus  existed  in  Mr.  Soden's  case 
from  the  friction  of  the  head  of  the  humerus  against 
the  acromion  process. 

You  must  remember  that  the  tendon  of  the  biceps 
may  be  thrown  out  of  its  proper  groove,  and  it  is  of 
the  more  importance,  as  you  must  have  observed  that 
although  the  symptoms  are  very  obscure,  and  mostly 
of  a  negative  character,  the  consequences  to  the 
patient  may  be  very  serious  should  the  nature  of  the 
accident  be  mistaken  at  first. 

In  the  treatment  of  these  cases  you  have  three  prin- 
cipal objects  in  view :— to  overcome  the  action  of  the 
capsular  muscles,  to  reduce  the  tendon,  and  to  keep  the 
tendon  in  its  groove  when  you  have  reduced  it. 
Through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Bainbridgc,  jun-,  1  have 
been  enabled  to  make  some  investigations  on  the  dead 
subject,  which  may  perhaps  be  of  some  service,  as 
guiding  us  in  the  treatment  of  these  cases.  Assisted 
by  this  gentleman,  I  cut  dowa  and  dislocated  the  long 
tendon  of  the  biceps  upon  the  lesser  or  inner  tubercle. 
1  first  endeavoured  to  return  it  by  flexing  the  forearm 
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ami  relaxing  the  muscle,  whilst  I  rotated  the  humerus 
strongly  inwards,  but  without  nicceas.  I  next 
straightened  the  arm,  and  holding  it  by  the  wrist,  I 
rotated  it  inwards  as  far  as  I  could,  and  then  with  a 
sweep  carried  it  across  the  chest,  whilst,  with  my  left 
hand  on  the  deltoid  muscle,  I  pressed  the  head  of  the 
bone  downwards  and  outwards,  and  the  tendon 
returned  to  its  groove  with  a  very  evident  snap. 
I  neat  displaced  the  tendon  on  to  the  outer  or  greater 
tubercle,  when,  by  rotating  the  arm  outwards  with  my 
right  hand,  and  drawing  the  bead  of  the  bone  down- 
wards and  outwards  with  my  left,  I  reduced  it,  bnt  I 
found  it  was  more  easily  restored  to  its  proper  posii 
tJou  by  taking  bold  of  the  wrist  with  my  right  hand, 
and  placing  my  left  in  the  axilla ;  with  the  latter  I 
pressed  the  head  of  the  bone  gently  outwards,  whilst 
with  the  former  I  supinated  the  hand  and  routed 
the  arm  strongly  outwards,  at  the  same  time 
bringing  it  to  the  side  of  the  body,  my  left  hand 
serving  as  a  fulcrum  in  the  axilla.  By  this  means 
the  deltoid  was  put  upon  the  stretch,  and  iU  anterior 
fibres,  upon  the  insertion  of  which  the  biceps  tendon 
lay,  evidently  assisted  the  latter  into  iU  groove.  I 
next  endeavoured  to  ascertain  in  whet  position  of 
the  arm  the  tendon  would  remain  most  securely  in  its 
place.  Accordingly,  I  flexed  the  forearm,  and  placed 
the  hand  in  the  position  of  pronation  across  the  cheat, 
when  the  tendon  became  again  displaced,  aa  it  did 
immediately  the  head  of  the  humerus  was  routed 
inwards,  although  the  forearm  was  extended ;  but 
when  I  extended  the  forearm,  placed  the  hand  supine, 
and  separated  the  arm  from  the  side,  it  remained 
properly  in  its  place,  being  now  bound  down  by  the 
tendon  of  the  pectoralis  major.  I  am  fully  aware,  in 
these  experiments,  that  the  subject  being  dead  I  did 
not  encounter  that  opposition  trout  the  capsular 
muscles  which  I  should  in  all  probability  have  met 
with  m  a  awing  patient;  but,  making  every  allowance 
for  this,  I  am  trill  in  hopes  that  what  I  have  here 
endeavoured  to  explain  to  you,  may  serve  to  place  the 
treatment  of  these  accidents  on  some  surer  basis  than 
mere  conjecture,  and  that  henceforth  you  may  hare 
some  rule  to  guide  you.  ^ 

We  have  seen  that  the  head  of  the  humerus  is 
drawn  up  against  the  acromion  process,  and  that 
the  greater  tubercle  striking  against  that  process, 
when  the  arm  is  separated  from  the  aide,  prevents 
He  being  raised  beyond  a  very  acute  angle.  I  should 
advise  you  to  adopt  the  following  method,  should 
you  find  the  plan,  as  recommended  by  Mr.  Bromfleld, 
mil.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  particular  symptom 
c"fby  which  we  can  be  guided  with  any  certainty  as  to 
when  the  tendon  is  dislocated  inwards,  or  when 
outwards;  hut,  as  a  result  of  my  experiinenU,  I  should 
imagine  that  it  is  more  frequently  dislocated  inwards 
than  outwards,  the  inclination  of  the  head  of  the 
humerus,  and  the  greater  projection  of  the  larger  tuber- 
cle, being  unfavourable  to  the  latter  displacement.  Place 
your  patient  on  a  low  chair,  and  let  an  assistant 
fix  his  scapula  by  pressing  upon  the  superior  angle 
then  separate  the  patient's  arm  from  bis 
far  as  you  can ;  keep  his  hand  in  the  prone 
position,  and  make  extension  downwards  and  outwards 
Jrom  the  wrist,  until  you  have  Somewhat  withdrawn 
ami  head  of  the  bdoe  from  the  acromion  process.  Now 
lit  an  assistant  sit  down  on  the  floor,  underneath  the, 


injured  arm,  and  clasping  both  his  hands  over  the 
deltoid  muscle,  draw  the  head  and  neck  of  the  boas 
downwards  and  a  little  backwards,  whilst  you  route  the 
head  of  the  bone  inwards  and  backwards  in  the  gteaott 
cavity,  by  making  the  patient's  arm  describe  a  circle, 
carrying  it  backwards,  upwards,  forwards,  and  inwards, 
across  the  chest.  Should  you  have  reason  to  suppose 
that  the  tendon  is  displaced  outwards,  separate  the  ana 
aa  far  aa  you  can  from  the  body,  and  let  an  assistant 
make  extension  in  that  direction  best  calculated  to 
remove  the  head  of  the  humerus  from  the  acromial 
process,  that  is,  downwards  and  outwards.  Unless  dm 
be  done,  in  either  form  of  the  dislocation  the  bicipital 
tendon  remains  pressed  up  by  the  head  of  the  humerm 
against  the  acromial  process,  and  is  obviously  prevented 
from  returning  into  iU  natural  position.  Next  place 
your  left  hand  well  up  in  the  axilla,  and  direct  year 
assistant,  whilst  he  keeps  up  the  extension,  to  rotate 
the  arm  strongly  outwards,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
bring  it  to  the  patient  s  side.  Having  reduced  it, 
gently  separate  the  arm  from  the  patients  aide; 
keep  it  steadily  routed  outwards,  and  the  hand 
supine;  place  a  long  splint,  which  extends  font 
the  shoulder  to  the  fingers,  along  the  back  of  the 
arm  and  hand,  and  also  a  pad  or  compress  in  front, 
over  the  bicipital  groove.  Fix  the  whole  with  a  roller 
evenly  and  carefully  applied,  and  place  your  patient  oa 
his  hack  in  bed,  where  he  had  better  remain  until  roe 
consider  that  the  parte  have  become  saimeseatly  trai 
to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  accident. 

The  reason  why  I  recommend  you  to  separate  the 
arm  from  the  side  after  reduction,  is,  that  by  so  doisg 
you  place  the  pectoralis  major  muscle  upon  the  stretch, 
and  consequently  make  iu  broad  tendinous  iseertioa 
press  more  closely  and  directly  over   the  bicipital 


In  my  experiments,  the  disnculty  was  not  so  great  is 
reducing,  aa  in  keeping  the  tendon  in  its  place  when 
reduced,  and  certainly  the  plan  which  I  am  now  advo- 
cating appeared  both  to  Mr.  Baiaferidgt  and  myself  to 
be  the  most  eUcadous. 


DR.  RADFORD  ON  THE  OPERATION  OF 
CRANIOTOMY. 

to  Tarn  nniTon  of  thu  pmor meant,  atuanoai.  *■» 

SUUOICAL  JOVUNAL. 

Sin, 
I  observed  iu  the  last  number  of  ytmr  Journalist 
Mr.  Knowies  had  kindly  referred  to  the  opinion  I 
entertain  on  the  subject  of  craauotonesr,  In  which  he 
says,  "  Dr.  Radford,  of  Manchester,  is  of  opinion  that 
cnmolomy  should  never  be  performed,"  Ac  New, 
Sir,  my  opinion  on  this  subject  is  not  no  exclusively 
restrictive  aa  Mr.  Knowlea  has  stated,  although  I  esn- 
aider  that  this  wmrdtnm*  os*refls*  b  had  raceme  to 
in  this  country  very  much  too  frequently;  •a*1'* 
think  that  the  principles  racuioated  in  the  . 
should  have  their  due  weight  on  timsntads  of  i 
trlciana,  and  that,  instead  of  oiat^ttanojieratioaof 
election,  it  should  be  had  recourse  to  only  m  one  of 
necttttfy.  This  subject  is  one  of  the  greatest  titers* 
to  the  profession,  and,  in  my  opinion,  to  she  fat* 
also.    My  flews  upon  it  are  now  wo*  fcswwuna** 
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town,  and  were   given  in  a  short  course  of  lectures 
delivered  to  the  profession  two  yean  ago. 

It  it  impossible  to  give  even  a  sketch  of  them  in  a 
letter:  they  involve  a  consideration  of  the  application  of 
the  long  forceps ;  the  induction  of  premature  labour ; 
the  combining  of  these  two  operations;  the  exclusion 
of  the  induction  of  abortion  ;  the  making  craniotomy 
an  operation  of  necessity ;  the  Cesarean  section  one 
of  election ;  but  if  health  and  time  allow,  it  is  my 
intention  to  publish  them,  convinced  of  the  great 
moral,  social,  and  professional  interest,  which  are  con-, 
cerned  in  a  just  consideration  of  these  highly  important 
subjects. 

The  opinion  expressed  by  Mr.  Knowles,  as  to  the 
'  great  advantage  of  an  early  operation  in  cases  requring 
the  Cssarean  section,  I  most  fully  agree  with ;  and 
further,  that  the  after-treatment  recommended  by 
him  is  highly  judicious,  and  what  I  have  always  advo- 
cated in  my  lectures.  The  advantages  of  the  turpen- 
tine enemata  I  have  experienced  not  only  in  cases 
after  the  Cesarean  section,  but  also  in  two  cases  of 
ruptured  uterus,  which  recovered. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  RADFORD. 

Manchester,  Nov.  7, 1844. 


PROVINCIAL 

JWrttcal  fc  fturgital  SournaL 

WEDNESDAY,  NOVEMBER  13,  1844. 


We  are  unions  once  more  to  direct  4he  atten- 
tion of  the  members  of  the  Provincial  Assoefction 
to  the  approaching  Special  General  Meeting  at 
Derby.  It  will  be  recollected  that  from  more  than 
one  general  meeting  of  the  Association,  memorials 
have  been  sent  to  the  Government  and  the  Legis- 
lature, pointing  out  certain,  leading  principles  as 
those  on  which  any  measure  lor  the  reform  or 
constitution  of  the  Medical  Institutions  of  the 
country  should  be  based.  Two  of  these  prin- 
ciples are  clearly  recognized  in  the  new  Medical 
Bill,  and  the  third  partially  so.  Uniformity  of 
qualification  and  equal  right  to  practice  without; 
respect  to  local  privileges  wall  be  enacted  by  the 
carrying  out  of  the  measure,  and  the  adoption  pf 
tiio  iiwmnminuiiui  system  in  the  formation  of  the 
governing  body  is  partially  conceded.  The  main 
points  to  be  aimed  at  then  are  the  obtaining  of  a 
more  effective  representation  of  the  profession  in 
the.  Council  of  Health,  especially  as  regards  the 
great  body  of  the  Licentiates  of  Medicine,  and 
the  remedying  of  certain  errors  of  commission 
which  the  measure  in  iu  present  shape  would  for 
the  first  time  introduce* 

ll  in  minimum  j  in  point  to  the  clauses  author 

-  isiog  unqualified  persons  to  practice,  as  tlte  chief 

and  most  glaring  of  these,  since  it  is  against  this 


from  one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other,  have 
been  mainly  directed.  We  are  not  about  to  enter 
agaia  into  the  merits  of  this  subject  here,  but  as, 
judging  from  the  tooe  of  the  numerous  meetings 
which  have  hitherto  taken  place,  it  seems  to  be  the 
disposition  of  the  profession  to  accept  the  bill,  pro- 
dded the  requisite  amendments  are  made,  it  ia  of 
some  importance  that  they  should  not  be  lulled 
into  a  fatal  security  by  the  very  unanimity  and 
energy  of  their  own  exertions. 

We  be*  to  remind  our  readers  that,  although  the 
'expression  of  opinion  wkh  respect  to  the  contem- 
plated removal  of  all  restrictions  on  the  practice  of 
medicine,  by  unqualified  persons,  bio  general  and 
decided,  we  have  as  yet  no  mtimation  that  fofras 
had  iu  due  weight  with  the  tfonje  Secretary.^  It 
,  i»  true  that  the  Liverpoql  Committee  have  received 
a  satisfactory  and  courteous  reply  from  Sir  James 
Graham,  in  answer  to  their  memorial, .out  they 
have  not  made  known  to  the  profession  at  large 
what  that  is  5  and,  patting  ceurteay  oi*  of  the  ques- 
tion, we  should  much  like  to  know  the  exact  amount 
of  concession  indicated,  if  indeed  the  real  hwport:ef 
the  answer,  divested  of  the  official  language  in 
which  it  is  veiled  be  anything  more  than  a  cour- 
teous acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of  their  com- 
munScatioa. 

Now,  we  think  that  some  steps  should  be  taken 
before  the  re-introduction  of  the  measure  into*  #*e 
House  of  Commons,  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  how  far 
it  may  he  the  intention  of  the  Home  Secretary 
to  larten  to  the  representations  of  tip, profes- 
sion, and  especially  whether  he  w&U  eoaaeut  tp 
substitute  for  the  restrictive  dausa  of  the  4f»*e- 
^08'  Act,  one  of  at  least  equal  twee1  an*  mate 
ready  application.  We  do  not  doubt  that  Sir 
James  Graham  means  well  by  the  profession,  but 
unless  the  numerous  and  influential  meetings  which 
have  been  held  shall  have  opened  his  eyes  to  the 
general  faatiag  of  its  members,  he  is  evidently 
possessed  with  some  orotchetty  notions  on  this 
point,  ^compatible  with  just  and  oampreheasive 
views  of  what  is  really  for  die  *■•**•»  <*•*•  •"•" 
muoity  as  well  as  the  medical  profession.' 

It  is  exactly  on  this  point  that  we  manf  inform- 
ation before  any  confidence  can  be  felt  aa  to  the 
intentions  of  she  Government  leapecting  the  mea- 
sure as  a  whole.  The  only  way  of  arriving  atahis 
Information,  as  it  seems  to  us,  is,  by  ftmasug  a 
deputation  to  wait  on  Sir  James  Graham ;  not  of 
members  of  the  profession  alone,  for  to  such  a  deputa- 
tion, even  could  they  gain  access,  which  is  ques- 
tionable, it  is  to  be  feared  the  answer  might  not  he 
sufficiently  explicit,  hut  of  memhue  of  the  pro- 
fession, hacked  by  the  presence  a*a  iiishieaoa  of 
Members  of  the  House  of  Common*.    Hawy  of 


unjust,  and,  as  regards  die  public,  most  dangerous   these  gentlemen,  we  believe,  would  be  lb«41HnW 
part  of  the  bill  that .  the,  efforts  of  the  Jgro^i ,» to  assist  us  in  the  attainment  of  our  object  j  audit 
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by  this  meant  it  shall  be  ascertained  that  Sir  James 
Graham  is  disposed  to  listen  to  oar  just  remon- 
strineet;  the  future  course  is  made  plain  and 
easy ;  if,  on  the  other  hand,  he  should  persist  in  so 
absurd  and  pernicious  a  scheme  as  the  giving  loose 
to  free-trade  in  medicine  must  prove,  the  pro- 
fession will  at  once  know  what  they  have  to  antici- 
pate, and  be  prepared  according!?,  to  offer  that 
strenuous  resistance  to  the  progress  of  the  measure 
through  Parliament,  which  the  contemplated  inflic- 
tion of  so  grievous  an  amount  of  evil  imperatively 
calh  for  at  their  bands* 


INCORPORATION    OP    GENERAL 
PRACTITIONERS.  , 

TO  TVK  KDITOa  OF  THE  raOYHf£IA*  MUMOA&  AW© 
8UAGI0AL  SOUBNAI*. 

Sin, 

I  have  not  yet  aeea  two  twasphlaw;  ssjMreesed  to 
the  geanret  practitssoers,  the  one  by  the  Society  of 
^emsrariei,  and  the  ether  by  the  practitioners  of 
Matytaboaev  so  that  lam  net  aware  what  measures 
are  meat  recently  recommended  for  the  adoption  df 
that  body  an  the  present  important  crisis.  Your  next 
number  will  he  m  print  before  I  can  receive  those 
publications*  and  I  anr  unwilling  to  defer  for  another 
a  few  remark*  on  the  present  pealtjon'  of  the 
practitioners  ia  relation  to  what  I  conceive 
that  would. he  under  to  James  Graham's  Bin. 

Though  I  am  a  decided  advocate  for  the  bill, 
amended  and  modified  as  I  trust  it  will  be;  and 
equally  so  for  the  repeal  of  the  Apothecaries'  Act, 
when  that  can  be  done  with  Justice ;  I  mast  confess* 
that  I  think  the  position  of  the  general  practitioner 
underthftJbife  nail  a swesent. stands,  will  eeworse 
as  regards  mate* ial  mtartnm,  thaw  it  is  at  present. 
Still  as fc.H,  present  stands,,  the  bill  is,  I  conceive, 
fislrntatad  t»elefs*o>ta*<msracter  and  positien  of  the 
profession,  a*,*  whale.'  The  entire  tendency  of  the 
ateaamw  is  to  hermcfuae,  unite,  and  consolidate  the 
existing  eatmsVw  etyacre  or  the  profession  in  the  three 
kingdoms*  and  its  moat  arominent  defect  consists  iit 
iUCaUingtodothisftoasamcieatextettt.  In  addition 
to  these  merits,  it  peeresses  the  prominent  one  of 
ptaoiaf  the  mxrfeaakm  in  an  honourable  portion  Iff 
relation  to  the.  Stem.  These  advantages,  however,  are 
only  indsvidually.aad  remotely  afforded  to  the  general 
prasaWonar;  but  will*  m  the  bill  at  present  stands,  be 
almost  ettlustver>  enjoyed  by  the  physician  and  sur- 
geon. Again,  whilst  in  the  case  of  the  higher  walks 
of  the  profession,  diem  are  hardly  likely  *be  effected 
by  She  warning  of  the  bill,  Abe  material  interests  of  the 
general  praottyaner  are  but  too  likely  to  suffer.  Posi- 
tive protection  under  the  Apothecaries*  Act,  or  at  least 
the  semblance  and  name  of  such,  he  will  exchange 
for  mere  negative  discouragements  and  registration. 
Chainlets  and  druggists  are  the  dam  against  whom  the 
public  and  precession  will  have  meet  serious  need  of 
jtfoesetiou.  Ail  imwaotahle  nfaumaeewtisla,  hewaer, 
are  eamosed  to  aU  medical  practice,  unless  of  the  very 
simntmt  description  at  the  coaamr.    This  could  never 

be  entirely  suppressed,  _„___„_, 

will  probably  co-operate  in  endeavouring  to  procure  a 


prohibitory  clause  against  chemists  and  drnaajslsscnag 
as  medical  practitioners  in  the  wide  sense  of  the  tens. 

thi  the  other  hand,  the  licentiate  in  inedkaee  sai 
surgery  will  exchange  the'  (in  this  country)  ehsslsle, 
and  (as  applied  to  %  practitioner  of  m.edkiaa).  asonm- 
lous  designation  of  apothecary  for  one  in  every  way 
more  befitting  him,  and  calculated  to  raise  him  in  the 
estimation  of  the  public.  This  is  as  it  should  be ;  hat 
I  can  hardly  avoid  expressing  the  hope,  that  in  con- 
nexion with  this,  the  Society  of  Apothecaries  wiU 
voluntarily  retire  from  sll  participation  in  the  exsnise- 
tion  of  future  licentiates,  a  duty,  which  though  they  hue 
most  ably  performed,  should  never  have  devolved  apoa 
them,  and  return  to  their  original  and  really  honour- 
able position  of  a  guild  or  municipal  oorporatioa. 

Justice,  however,  the  interests  of  the  general  prac* 
titioner,  end  of  the  coaiaentuta^HUssVI  will  add,  the 
interests  also,  when  viewed  correctly,  of  the  entire 
profession,  all  require  that  the  body  of  general  prac- 
titioners should  be  adequately  represented  ia  the 
Council  of  Health  and  Medical  Education;  and  that 
they  should  likewise  be  brought  into  fitting  and 
honourable  relations  with  the  Colleges  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons.  Unless  these  two  points,  and  direct 
protection,  in  some  shape,  be  gained4,  though  I  should 
still  regard  the  bill  as  a  boon  not  to  be  rejected, 
making,  as  it  appears  to  me,  so  many  steps  in  the  light 
direction,  a  great  amount  of  good  will  still  fail  to  hare 


It  will,  I  trust,  be  admitted  that  all  grades  ia  the 
profession  should  unite  in  endeavouring  to  proawe 
sach  alterations  in  the  bill  as  will,  so  tar  as  is  psanslf, 
ensure  the  dignity,  order,  and  harmony  of  that  pcomv 
smn,  both  as  a  whole  and  in  iu  several  parte.  Naw,ai 
the  profession  is  at  present  constituent  and  nsJtsi 
proposed,  I  think  rightly,  that  it  should  remain  cseati- 
tuted  under  the  bill,  I  do  not  see  haav  these  ttojssts 
sre  to  be  conveniently  obtained,  without  the 
in  medicine  and  surgery,  at  least  in  England,  (< 
tuting,  as  in  that  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  they  do, 
a  great  third  estate  of  the  profession),  being  stance 
formed  into  a  Society,  by  a  Royal  Charter  of  laAepo- 
ration.  This  Society  or  Colics*  should,  earner  the 
provisions  of  the*  bill, .  return  Irons  fium  to.  four 
representatives.  If  the  number  .of ,  repiswafitstirts  he 
fixed  at  four,  two  of  these  at  least  should  he  from  the 
provinces.  The  Council  of  Health  and  Medical  Edu- 
cation should  either  alone,  or,  aa  is  more  in  aahea 
with  the  provisions  of  the  present  bill,  and  as  I  think 
is  to  be  preferred,  in  co-operation  with  the  Collage!  ef 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  conduct  the  siswumtfsnihf 
the  licentiates  in  medicine  and  surgery;  and  shoe** 
frame  bye-laws  for  maintaining  the  orderly  and*  bee- 
ourable  practice  of  the  profession  by  its  niembem, 
in  their  relations  to  the  public,  to  each  other,  and  to 
the  other  grades  of  the  profession.  These  bye-ieire, 
like  those  of  the  Colleges  of  Physicians  and  Surteem, 
should  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Council  ef 
Health  and  Medical  Education.  •   u 

Without  going  further  into  details,  I  will  briefly  add, 
that  I  should  rejoice  to  see  the  ntetxonaiiean  and  pro- 
vincial general  practitioners  supported  by  then  luajhfr 
practitioners  of  the  higher  grades,  (for  I  sunpoapna 
must  retain  the  term,)  at  once  and  will}  c 
The  Pharmaceattcal  Society  memorializing  the  (Queen,  through  Sir  James 
in  endeavnurinv  tn  *******  -  i  for  the  grant  of  a  charter  of  incorporsomi, 
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tUt  which  was  10  recently  granted  to  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society  is  remembered,  a  charter  can  hardly,  with 
any  share  of  reason  or  of  justice,  be  refused  to  so 
Important  and  generally  meritorious  a  body  as  the 
general  practitioners.  Let  them  only  ask  for  what  is 
Just  and  reasonable  ;  let  them  but  submit  to  hare  the 
foundations  of  their  edifice  laid  one  step  lower  than 
those  of  the  Colleges  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  and 
not  aim  at  exact  equality  with  those  bodies,  and  I 
cannot  see  why  the  latter  should  oppose  or  rather  why 
they  should  not  promote  so  expedient,  snd,  as  I  would 
submit,  so  Just  a  measure  as  the  incorporation  of  the 
general  practitioners. 

la  conclusion,  I  would  express  a  hope,  that  at  the 
ensuing  meeting  at  Derby,  the  interests  oi  the  prof  es- 
tie*  «*  «  whole,  may  be  fuDy,  cautiously,  and  dispas- 
sionately considered;  and  then  we  can  hardly  doubt 
that  great  good  will  result  from  the  meeting. 
Allow  me,  Sir,  to  subscribe  myself, 

Yours  very  faithfully, 

MEDICUS. 


LINCOLNSHIRE  AND  CAMBRIDGESHIRE 
BONE-SETTERS. 

to  run  xorron  of  the  provincial  msoical  and 
surgical  jouunal. 
Sin, 

Your  editorial  remarks  upon  the  letter  of  G.  M., 
Boltctv  relative  to  the  Lancashire  bone-setters  deserve 
our  entice  approbation,  though  the  practitioners  of  this 
district  will  smile  at  the  na we te  with  which  you  scarcely 
credit  the  countenance  given  to  such  individuals  by 
those  in  the  profession,  who  are  themselves  regularly 
educated.  Your  observations,  too,  ought  to  remind 
the  members  of  our  Association,  that  they  profess 
outwardly  to  give  every  assistance  in  the  present  crisis, 
to  secure  a  Government  enactment  of  the  first-rate 
national  importance. 

For  half  a  century  or  more,  Lincolnshire  and  Cam- 
bridgeshire have  been  the  ample  and  lucrative  field  for 
the  operations  Of  a  family  of  bone-setters,  who  equal 
in  notoriety  their  brethren  of  the  north,  and  have,  for 
nn  indefinite  period,  diverted  from  the  pockets  of  our 
ill-remanerated  surgeons,  that  remuneration  which  is 
deeased  most  profitable.  In  a  court  of  justice,  even, 
such  has  been  the  prejudice  of  the  magistrates,  or 
rather  their  appreciation  of  the  surgical  talent  of  this 
district,  that  the  evidence  of  a  bone-setter  has  been 
admitted  side  by  side  with  that  of  the  regular  practi- 
tioner. The  probable  Income  of  these  bone-setters 
exceeds  that  of  the  genera]  average  of  the  regularly 
educated.  Some  high-minded  surgeons  have  con- 
stantly refused  to  meet  a  bone-setter.  What  has  been 
the  consequence  ?  Their  less  scrupulous  brethren  have 
directly  or  indirectly  consulted  with  the  empiric,  and, 
like  rhitrircli  of  a  generation  more  shrewd  than  the 
children  of  science,  act  upon  the  principle  of— 
•»«et  sjoaey,  aye,  get  money  stilly 
Let- virtue  follow  if  she  will." 

Unirormlfy  of  education,  equal  privilege  in  practice 
throughout  the  empire,  and  the  adoption  of  the  repre- 
sentative system  In  our  councils  and  governing  bodies 
ate  gnat  principles  which  every  medical  reformer  most 
advocate ;  but,  as  Dr.  Robertson  shrewdly  observed 


at  the  Northampton  meeting,  all  those  great  desiderata 
are  secondary  to  the  se{f-r*farm  of  the  profession. 
The  fact  is,  the  hands  of  those  who  sanction  irregular 
practice,  are  not  clean  enough  to  come  before  Parlia- 
ment with  petitions  for  protection  or  redress  of 
grievances. 

WM.  ENGLAND,  M.D. 
Wisbeach,  October  31, 1844. 


SIR  JAMES  GRAHAM'S  MEDICAL  BILL. 

i%  Y0#$SHIRE  BRANCH  MEETING. 
•■  A  meeting  of  the  Yorkshire  Branch  of  the  Frovmchll 
Medical  and  Surgical  Association  was  held  at  Norman- 
ton  on  Tuesday,  October  29th,  to  take  into  considera- 
tion Sir  James  lji*ham'.aBilt,  /or  the  battel  Issmilnthm 
of  Medical  Practice;  Mr.  gnu*,  President,  in  the 
thair. 

Una  fallowing  gentlemen  were  among; those  present 
4? the  meeting:— Mr.  Braimwaite,  Mr.  Buhner,  Mr. 
Craven,  Leeds;  Mr.  Dunn,  Wakefield;  Dr.  Pavell, 
Sheffield 5  Mr,  Quriiek,  Leeds;  Dr.  «oWle,  York; 
Mr.  Hey,  Leeds;  Mr.  R*  Hey,  York*  Mr.  Heebead, 
York;  Dr.  laglis,  Halifax;  Mr.  Jfc*a*n,  Bsttusstt; 
Mr.  Lambert,  Thinks  Mr.  Ness,  Hnknatoyt  'Mr. 
Nunneley,  Leeds;  Mr.  Pottsvd,  Bramhem;  Mr.  Price, 
Mr,  RadcluTe,  Mr.  Shaipe,  .Leeds  ;•  Dr.  Shearman, 
Rotheram  *  Mr.  Smith;  Dr*  T.  Smith,  Mr.  Teals,  Leeds ; 
Dr.almraam,  York  ?  Dr.  Whytebead,  Craike;  Wh. 
Wilcox,  Hovrngheraj  Mr.  William*,  York  j  Dr.  Wright, 
Wakefield 

The  President  opened  aha  meeting  by  briefly  stating 
the  object  for  which  the  meeting  was  called,  and 
expressed  bis  conviction  that  the  details  of  the  proposed 
measure  would  receive  the  careful  attention  of  the 
Members  present. 

Dr.  Ooidie  moved  the  first  resolution  ?~"Tbat  the 
thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to  the  Right  Honourable 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  far 
having  introduced  into  Parliament  a  bill  calculated  in 
many  respects  to  elevate  the  character  of  the*  profes- 
sion, and  also  for  having  allowed  senate  opportunity 
for  the  consideration  of  the  proposed  measure  during 
the  recess."  Dr.  Goldie  stated  bis  belief  that  the  hRt 
was  on  the  whole  calculated  to  improve  she  state  of 
the  profession  by  removing  many  anomalies  in  its  con- 
stitution, .and  reducing  Ha  various  branches  fato  some 
degree  of  order  and  system ;  though  some  perm  were 
open  to  objection,  which  would  be  laid  before  the 
meeting  for  discussion,  yet  no  one  could  deny  bis 
thanks  to  Sir  James  Graham  for  hisatlempt  to  imuranm*  • 
the  state  of  the  profession,  and  for  his  courtesy  In  ' 
allowing  its  members  so  ample  an  opportunity  of  con- 
sidering  the  details  of  the  proposed  bill. 

Mr.  Hey  stated,  that  agreeing  in  most  of  what  had 
fallen  from  Dr.  Goldie,  be  should  content  himself  with 
simply  seconding  the  resolution. 

The  resolution  v/aa  carried  unanimously. 

Dr.  Favell  Congratulated  the  members  present  on 
the  large  and  influential  meeting  which  had  met  to  ■ 
consider  this  important  measure,  a  meeting,  he  was 
glad  to  see,  composed  not  of  one  branch  of  the  pro* 
ftstioo,  but  of  physicians  and  surgeons  alike  anxious 
to  express  their  opinions  on  a  bill;  which  he  thought 
contained  much  that  would  elevate  the  character  of  the 
medical  practitioner.  He  believed  that  the  biW  had 
been  viewed  too  much  through  the  medium  of  psrty ; 
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k  contained  more  food  than  evil,  and  its  preamble 
was  suficient  evidence  of  the  wish  of  its  preparer  to 
improve  lbt  condition  of  the  profession.  He  felt, 
however*  that  the  protection  of  the  public  demanded, 
that  th»  ignorant  empirie  ahonld  not  be  allowed  to 
exercise  his  dangeront  practice,  unrestrained  by  the 
hsnme**  the  law.  hie  related  two  cases  which  had, 
blnty  nana  under  his  cvgnttaoce,  in  which  the  patient} 
perished  from  the  rash  and  barbarous  treatment  of  an? 
ignorant  pretender  to  medical  skill.  After  all,  what- 
ever enactments  might  be  passed,  he  considered  that 
n  Ubensfr  education,  by  introducing  liberal  feelings^  and 
thaa  elevating  both  the  moral  and  intellectual  standard 
of  the  profession,  woaid  heat  sacuee  the  respect  an<* 
fnmtasern  of  the  public  The  medical  practitioner! 
jnemtnot.rtspenrt  upon,  any external. distinctions,  but| 
snuat  depend  on  bis  own  internal  qualifications  for; 
obtaining  the  respect  due  to  the  higher  grades  of  the) 
profession.  He  begged  to  more  "That  this  meeting} 
Hews  with  satisfaction  the  proposed  iaetttmtioa,  ©f  a 
Central  Council,  -which  shall  haua  power  to  control 
■  medical  colleges  aa*eotpa«*ioaa,  end  to 
a  Mgh  standard  of  education  lor  nil  the 
» of  the  profession." 
Mr.  Teale,  In  seconding  the  resolution,  expressed 
am  concurrence  in  iu  import,  and  in  the  sentiments 
expressed  by  Dr.  Favefl. 

Mr.  Nunneley  mored  the  insertion  of  the  words 
u  uoifbrtn  system  oi  education/'  but,  after  considerable 
amnsuhtnj  withdraw  hi*  amendment,  and  the  resolu- 
tion, as  first  proposed,  was  carried  unanimously. 

Mr.  Nmmeley  mored—41  That  this  meeting  expresses 
Its  earnest  hope  that  the  Right  Hon.  the  Secretary  of 
State  will  so  far  modify  the  constitution  of  the  Council 
as  to  render  ft  more  independent  of  her  Majesty's 
Minister  tor  the  time  being."  . 
Dr.  Sheepman  seconded  the  resolution. 
Dr.  Tburnam  proposed  the  following  amendment  t— 
«« That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  the  constitution 
of  the  Council  of  Health  and  Medical  Education,  as 
proposed  in  the  bill  brought  into  Parliament  by  Sir 
James  Graham,  is  susceptible  of  improvement,  and  in 
particular  that  it  is  hlghiy  expedient  that  the  body  of 
general  practitioners  should  be  represented  in  the  said 
Council."  fn  proposing  this  amendment,  Dr.  Tburman 
expressed  ma  strong  conviction  that  the  Council  would 
not  secure  the  confidence  of  the  profession,  nor 
would  there  be  a  proper  degree  of  unanimity  estab* 
lislied  among  lis  members,  unless  the  general  practi- 
tJtieaem  were  recognised  as  a  body  by  the  bill,  and 
had  a  due  weight  in  the  deliberations  of  the  proposed 
Conncst.  The  physicians  and  surgeons  were  repre- 
sented in  the  Council ;  and  he  thought  that  the  general 
practitioners,  who  constitute  the  great  body  of  the 
.  profession,  ought  likewise  to  hare  some  of  their  own 
body  as   members   of   tbe    Council  and  examining 


Mr.  Wilhams,  in  seconding  the  amendment,  ex- 
pressed his  concurrence  in  the  views  entertained  by 
Dr.  Thnrnam,  and  considered  the  claim  of  the  general 
practitioner  to  the  consideration  sought  for  reason- 
able and  just.  The  amendment  was  strongly  sup- 
ported by  Dr.  Goldie,  Dr.  Whylehesd,  Mr.  Dunn, 
nnd  Mr.  Husband,  and  was  carried  by  a  very  large 
majority. 

Dr.  Whytehead  moved—44  That  this  meeting  views 


with  alarm  the  proposed  removal  of  all  resUitfJoa* 
upon  illegal  practitioners,  and  asks,  for  tbe  safety  of 
the  public,  and  in  justice  to  the  members  of  the 
medical  profession,  who  by  a  long  and  cxnensifc 
course  of  study  have  qualified  themselves,  for  dis- 
charging their  important  and  responsible  duties,  that 
protection  be  afforded  them  from  the  encroachments 
of  illegal  practitioners."  He  considered  that  no  argu- 
ments were  required  to  prove  tbe  truth  of  the  aenti- 
teents  embodied  in  this  resolution.  Deity  experience 
proved  the  danger  of  allowing  the  ignorant  empiric  to 
pursue  his  unlawful  career  unrestrained  ,by  the  power 
of  the  law. 

Mr.  Williams  seconded  the  resolutiou»nnd  expressed  | 
bis  strong  conviction,  thai,  though,  many  might  fee 
disposed  to  doubt  tbe  disinterested  feelings  of  the 
professional  man,  there  were  many  present  who  4jd 
feel  that  tbe  interests  of  society  demanded  that  the 
public  should  be  protected  from  the  evil  results  of 
empirical  practice.  The  profession  sought  only  for 
what  they  bad  ever  enjoyed,— the  right  for  the  conti- 
nuance of  that  protection,  in  a  more  practical  shape, 
which  the  daily  experience  of  every  practitioner  taught 
him  to  be  absolutely  necessary  to  protect  the  unwary, 
and  to  secure  to  the  medical  man  that  security  from 
the  inroads  of  irregular  practice  to  which  he  was 
entitled,  by  having  qualified  himself  property  for  the 
responsible  duties  of  his  profession. 

Mr.  Braithwaite  proposed,  and  Mr.  Ness  seconded, 
and  it  was  carried  unanimously :— "  That,  sjftonaft  me 
complete  suppression  of  quackery  may  be  bcyttfcal  fr< 
power  of  the  Legislature,  this  meeting  unhcdUlSygif 
expresses  its  opinion,  that  the  introduction  of  a 
into  the  proposed  bill,  providing  for  the  sni 
punishment  of  persons  proved  to  have  practised 
medicine  illegally,  would  so  faf  operate  a*  a  ewe* 
upon  illegal  practice  as  greaify  to  dlmimah  *s 
amount." 

Mr.  Garlick  moved,  and  Mr.  Hey  seconded,  XmTit 
was  carried  unanimously:—"  That  a  memcrM  b%pte- 
sented  to  Sir  James  Graham,  embodying  tie'  senti- 
ments contained  in  the  resolutions  which  nave  bean 
agreed  upon  by  this  meeting." 

Mr.  Price  moved,  and  Mr.  Wilcox  seconded,  and  it 
was  carried  unanimously :— "  That  copies  of  &ese  re- 
solutions be  sent  to  the  Members  for  the i  county*  and. f* 
boroughs."  „ 

Moved  by  Mr.  Jackson,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Dunn, 
and  carried  unanimously :— "  That  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  approaching  Session,  Petitions  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Houses  of  Parliament,  in  conj^ng^y 
with  the  resolutions  passed  at  this  meeting.  ^  ^    ^.; 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  the  Chairman  by 
acclamation,  after  which  the  meeting,  which  was  ens- 
racterized  by  tbe  greatest  good  feeling  and  cordialitr, 
broke  up.  .... 

NORTHAMPTON  MEBTWA 
A  large  and  highly  respectable-  meeting  *-#■ 
Medicsl  Profession  of  Northamptnashire  nnd Tthe 
adjacent  coonties,  con wt new  by  pfibtie  adaenmnojenl, 
was  held  in  the  Board-Room  of  the  Oeneral  isfiimsrr. 
Northasapton,  on  Thursday,  the  31st  ultima,  e»4afce 
into  consideration  Sir  damns  QcnaasnTa  *  ■&&.&*** 
better  reguUtion  of  the  Medical  eVs/eesiasar  ■  * 
Robertson,  F.R.S.,  in  the  Chair.  r* 
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Among  those  present  were— T.  Cooke,  Esq.,  W.  R. 
Cooke,  Esq.,  G.  Olive,  Esq.,  W.  Fercival,  sen.,  Esq., 
W.  Birdtall,  Esq.,  Northampton;  T.  Clarke,  Esq., 
Weftrngboroagbf  Dr.  Watts;  Dr.  Kerr,  H,  Terry, 
sen.,  Eaaj.,  Northampton ;  R.  M.  Freemun,  Esq., 
Stony  Stratford;  Dr.  Pritchard;  Dr.  Montgo- 
mery, Soatbam ;  F.  Cox,  Esq.,  Wetford ;  Dr.  Starr, 
Kettering;  8.  J.  Jones,  Esq.,  Farthsncatone ;  R.  W. 
Watkins,  Esq.,  Towoester ;  R.  Jones,  Esq.,  Braekley ; 
F.  B.  Woods,  Esq.,  H.  Terry,  jun.,  Esq.,  J.  Farrdoth, 
Esq.,  W.  Percnml,  Jun.,  Esq.,  Northampton;  Dr. 
Wbitton,  Banbury;  F.  Marshal],  Esq.,  Monlton;  W. 
Elston,  Esq.;  W.  Walker,  Esq.,  Bogbrook ;  C.  Dodd, 
jun.,  Esq.,  Northampton ;  R.  Morris,  Esq.,  Brixworth ; 
J.  Horwood,  Esq*  Northampton ;  W.  Wyman,  Esq., 
Kettering;  J.  Mash,  Esq.,  Northampton;  J.  Car- 
penter, Esq.,  and  J.  Carpenter,  Jan.,  Esq.,  Rothwell ; 
T.  Fttspatrick,  Esq.,  Northampton;  T.Collier,  Esq., 
Toweester ;  J.  Collier,  Esq.,  Braekley ;  J.  Bryan,  Esq., 
Northampton;  A.  M.  Outlaw,  Esq.,  Wellingborough ; 
H.  Williams,  Es<^,  Thrapston;  J.  Nott,  Esq.,  BUs- 
worth ;  E.  Daniel!,  Esq.,  Newport  Psgnel;  E.  Vorley, 
Esq.,  Roade. 

The  following  resolutions  were  then  passed : — 

Proposed  by  Mr.  Terry,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Olive : 
— **  That  It  is  a  source  of  high  satisfaction  to  this 
meeting  that  the  subject  of  Medical  Reform  has  at 
Jeagth  been  taken  under  the  cognizance  of  her 
Majesty's  Government,  and  that  the  members  present 
are  fully  impressed  with  the  belief,  that  in  proposing 
the.  bill  which  has  been  lately  submitted  to  Parliament, 
it  was  Sir  James  Graham's  earnest  hope  and  desire  to 
improve  both  the  science  and  practice  of  medicine." 

IVopoacd  by  Dr.  Starr,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Elston, 
maajbraoke  $— M  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting 
Jfrsfc  although  the  bill  under  consideration  »  calculated 
In  several  of  its  particulars  to  effect  the  objects  intended,' 
jot  it  would,  without  material  amendments  and  addi- 
tions. fuH  short  of  procuring  the  desired  advantages  to 
Use  community,  and  would  be  highly  unsatisfactory 
and  detrimental  to  the  great  body  of  the  Medical 


Proposed  by  Dr.  Montgomery,  Southern,  and  se- 
conded by  Mr.  Marshall,  Monlton:—" That,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  meeting,  although  the  Council  ot 
Health  and  Medical  Education  is,  upon  the  whole, 
judiciously  constitoed,  it  would  be  more  satisfactory 
to  the  profession  if  at  least  two  members  of  the  said 
Council  were  to  be  elected  by  the  Apothecaries' 
Company,  as  representing  the  General  Practitioners  of 
thoeaspitn." 

Proposed  by  Dr.  Wbitton,  Banbury,  and  seconded 
by  Mr.  Horwood,  Northampton :— "  That  clause  16  of 
the  bill  gives  an  undue  and  unfair  advantage  to  the 
•Graduates  of  Foreign  Universities,  inasmuch  m  it 
admits  thorn  to  the  same  privileges  as  British  Grade* 
•tea,  after  a  much  shorter  residence  within  the  pre- 
cincts of  a  University;  and,  moreover,  that  the  said 
amuse  thereby  strikes  at  the  root  of  the  prosperity  of 
our  British,  Universities." 

Proposed  by  Mr.  Freeman,  Stony  Stratford,  and 
by  Mr.  Cox,  Watford :~~"  That  this  meeting 
i  a  firm  conviction  that  all  the  beat  objecta  of 
1  wonid  be  counterbalanced  and  even  frustrated, 
en  eawUion  to  clauee  31,  an  enactment  he 
dded,  prohibiting,  by  summary  penalties,   persons 


not  duly  qualified  and  registered  from  engaging  in  any 
of  the  branches  of  Medical  and  Surgical  Practice." 

Proposed  by  Mr.  Morris,  Brixworth,  and  seonnded 
by  Mr.  Watkins,  Towcester  t— *  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  meeting,  that  the  public  welfare  as  well  as  the 
honour  of  the  medical  profession,  which  in  thistnstanoe 
are  identical,  call  for  stringent  measures  of  proteetien 
against  unexamined  and  unregistered  praetitiooerv, 
and  that  the  prosecution  of  all  offenders  under  this 
head  should  be  taken  up  by  the  Government  as  a 
matter  of  public  duty,  the  same  as  the  prosecution  of 
offenders  against  the  excise  laws  or  any  of  the  other 
statutes  of  the  realm." 

Proposed  by  Mr.  Jones,  Farthingstone,  and  seconded 
by  Mr.  Wm.  Percival,  jun.:— «« That  the  following 
Petition  to  the  Commons  House  of  Parliament,  founded 
on  the  preceding  resolutions,  be  adopted,  via. : — 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  House  of  Commons.     • 

"The  bumble  Petition  of  the  Physicians,  Surgeons, 

and  General  Practitioners  of  Northaasptonshire  and 

the  adjacent  counties,  assembled  at  a  public  meeting 

at  Northampton,  on  the  31st  day  of  October,  1844, 

"  Sheweth, 

"  That  your  Petitioners  learn  with  high  satisfaction 
it  is  the  intention  of  her  Majesty's  Government  *o 
amend  the  present  regulations  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession, and  to  introduce  a  more  uniform  system,  both 
of  preliminary  and  Medical  Education ;  bur  your 
Petitioners  are  fully  convinced  that,  should  the  bill 
now  before  Parttament  pass  hrtoa  law  without  1 
amendmenta,  it  would  provi 
degrading  to  the  great  body  of  the  i 
as  well  as  highly  deUrimeataJ  to  the  coinmnnety  at 
large. 

u  That  your  Petitioners**  of  opinion,  that,  dihaawh 
the  propone*  Cornell  off  Health  and  Medical  Education 
is  upon  the  whote  jwssc  wasly  constituted,  it  woaM  he 
snare  satisfactory  aneV just  towards  the profsaamwif  at 
least  two  mombent  of  the  said  Council  were  fin  ha 
sleeted  by  the  Apothecaries'  Conaaany,  as  icprcacutiag 
by  far  the  more  numesoas  body  of  the  profession, 
vis*,  the  Genesal  Praotitmnem  of  the  eeapira. 

"  That  your  Petitioners  earnestly  solicit  the  atten- 
tion of  your  Honourable  House  to  one,  cardinal  defeat 
iawthe  aaid  bill,  via,,  that  in  ito  peestat  form  ii  with- 
dsaws  just  and  neceamry  protection  from  legally  oea> 

horde  of  the  uneducated  and  unregistered,  rto  -the 
manifest  injury  of  the   health  and  weUaae  of  the 

"  That  your  Petitioners,  therefore,  humbly  pray  that 
a  clause  may  be  added  which  shall  provide  foe  the 
punishment  of  all  .unregistered  and  unlicensed  prac- 
titioners in  so  simple  and  summary  a  manneras  ahaM 
he  calculated  most  effectually  to  put  a  slop  to  the 
improper  practices  of  unqualified  persons ;  and  they 
further  most  respectfully  submit  to  your  Honourable 
House,  that  the  prosecution  of  all  offences  under  this 
head  should  be  taken  up  by  the  Government  as  a 
nutter  of  public  duty,  the  name  as  offences  committed 
easiest  the  Excise-laws  or  any  of  the  other  statutes  of 
the  realm. 

"  In  conclusion,  your  Petitioners  feel  assured  of  the 
wttingnem  of  your  Honourable  House  to 
the  just  claims  which  thsawnbsrt  of  the  \ 
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fesaioa  hare  upon  the  Government  and  the  Legislature 
for  the  maintenance  of  their  rights  and  privileges,  and 
tbeybefteve  Unit  a  stringent  law  for  the  restraining  and 
punishing  of  all  unregistered  persons  would  not  only 
render  Justice  to  the  regularly  qualified  practitioner, 
who  it  necessarily  bnrthened  by  the  outlay  of  *n~  expen- 
sire  preliminary  and  professional  edncation,  but  would 
also  confer  security  on  the  public  at  large. 

"  And  your  Petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever 
pray." 

Proposed  by  Mr.  Birdsal),  Northampton,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Dodd,  Northampton :— f<  That  W.  R.  Cartwright, 
Esq.,  M.P.,  be  requested  to  present  the  foregoing 
lVtition  to  the  House  of  Commons,  and  that  he,  with 
Sir  Charles  Knightley,  Bart.,  T.  P.  Maun  sell,  Esq., 
Augustus  Stafford  O'Brien,  Esq.,  the  Right  Hon.  R. 
Vernon  Smith,  Raikes  Currie,  Esq.,  Sir  Robert  Heron, 
Bart,  and  the  Hon.  O.  Fitzwilllam,  Members  or  Parlia- 
ment connected  with  this  county,  be  respectfully 
requested  to  support  the  same." 

Proposed  by  Mr.  Wyman,  Kettering,  seconded  by 
Mr.  John  Collier,  Brackley :— "  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  meeting,  should  it  seem  expedient  to  the  Legis- 
lature, from  fiscal  considerations,  to  raise  a  revenue 
from  so  Impure  a  source  as  the  sale  of  patent  medicines 
and  secret  nostrums,  that  a  clause  be  introduced  into 
Sir  James  Graham's  Bill,  rendering  It  compulsory  upon 
the  proprietors  of  such  medicines  to  make  known,  con- 
fidentially, to  the  Council  of  Health,  the  real  ingre- 
dients and  proportions'  of  their  secret  nostrums,  before 
any  patent  can  be  granted  or  the  sale  of  such  medicine 
legalised;  a  measure  of  this  kind  being  very  essential* 
to  the  public  safety." 

Proposed  by  Mr.  Paircloth,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Mash :— "  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  in 
addition  to  clause  26  of  Sir  James  Graham's  Bill,  it 
should  be  further  provided  that  the  present  members 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  England  be  con- 
sidered equally  eligible  with  Fellows  of  that  body  to  all 
public  appointments  as  hitherto,  such  members  being, 
of  course,  previously  registered  by  the  Council  of 
Health  and  Medical  Education." 

Proposed  by  Dr.  Kerr,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bryan, 
Northampton :— *•  That  clause  19  appears  to  us 
objectionable,  inasmuch  as  in  connection  with  a  corres- 
ponding clause  in  the  Charter  recently  granted  to  the 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  England,  it  gives  the 
weight  of  legal  enactment  to  distinctions  in  the  pro- 
fetsion  of  surgery,  which  are  invidious  and  uncalled  for 
by  any  public  necessity,  and  confines  to  the  lowest 
grade  individuals  who,  from  inferiority  of  pecuniary 
circumstances,  engagement  in  the  service  of  their 
country  abroad,  or  under  disadvantages  of  locality, 
may  not  have  been  able  to  carry  on  sckolattic  educa- 
tion to  the  protracted  age  of  twenty-five  years,  and 
nil©,  by  their  assiduity,  industry,  and  professional 
opportunities,  may  be  well  qualified  for  the  highest 
posts  of  honour  and  distinction  as  surgeons.** 

Tnese  resolutions  were  carried  unanimously,  and  the 
thanks  of  the  meeting  voted  to  the  Chairman,  and  to 
the  Secretary,  Mr.  Paircloth. 

It  is  with  great  regret  that  we  are  unable  to  find 
room  tor  the  admirable  speech  el  the  Chairman,  Dr. 
Robertson,  but  as  the  ensuing  Meeting  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Medical  end  Surgical  Association,  at  Derby, 


will  he  held  under  his  auspices,  we  hope,  upon  that 
occasion,  to  give  a  full  report  of  any  observations  which, 
in  the  discharge  of  hisdutyns  President  of  the  Asn> 
clation,  he  may  feet  himself  called  upon  to  make. 


TAUNTON  AND  SOMERSET  BRANCH. 

COUNCIL   MBKT1NO. 

The  Council  of  this  Branch  having  carefully  examined 
t|ie  various  clauses  of  a  "  Bill  for  the  better  regulation 
of  Medical  Practice  throughout  the  United  Kingdom," 
lately  introduced  into  Parliament  by  Sir  Jama 
Gr.ihain,  find  that  there  are  four  principles  involved 
in  that  bill  ;— 

1.  The  repeal  of  all  restrictive  and  protective 
statutes. 

2.  The  appointment  of  a  Council  of  Health  and 
Medical  Education. 

3.  The  proposal  of  a  uniform  standard  of  medical 
education  and  qualification. 

4.  The  registration,  &c,  of  all  duly  qualified  prac- 
titioners of  medicine  and  surgery. 

Upon  these  features  of  the  bill  this  Council  would 
beg  to  offer  the  following  brief  opinions  :— 

First,  "  with  regard  to  the  repeal  of  all  restrictive 
and  protective  statutes.'*  This  Council  believes  that 
the  removal  of  such  restrictions  and  penalties  fron 
unlicensed,  and,  therefore,  it  is  to  be  presumed, 
unqualified  and  ignorant  practitioners  of  medicine  sad 
surgery,  would  be  productive  of  disastrous  consequence 
to  the  public,  especially  to  the  poorer  classes  and  to 
children,  and  must  prove  seriously  prejudicial  to  the 
interests  of  the  regular  practitioner. 

With  respect  to  the  second  point,  this  Cosset 
believes  that,  per  te,  the  establishment  of  a  Central 
Council  of  Health  and  Edncation,  exercising  authority 
over  all  the  existing  medical  corporations,  is  a  mo* 
desirable  measure  ;  but  they  regard  the  constitution  of 
such  Council  as  provided  for  in  the  bill,  as  far  las 
exclusively  Ministerial,  for  here  the  governing  bodr, 
being  composed  of  a  majority  of  official  men,  the 
wishes  and  interests  of  the  profession  would  run  the 
risk  of  being  overlooked  from  a  natural  anxiety  te 
support  the  views  of  those  by  whom  the  appoiMmeau 
are  conferred,  and  who,  being  unconnected  wifli  the 
profession,  could  not  by  possibility  be  capable  of 
judging  what  is  best  for  its  interests. 

The  next  feature  of  the  bill,  viz.,  the  proration  for 
securing  an  uniform  and  efficient  standard  of  medial 
education,  this  Council  regards  as  one  of  pm'anmust 
importance,  inasmuch  as  they  believe  that  in  such  a 
proposition  is  involved  the  truest  description  of 
Medical  Reform,  embracing  equally  the  weHhre  of 
the  public  and  that  of  the  future  practitioner ;  hut  the 
Council  fear  that  the  clauses  which  refer  to  this  sub- 
ject, as  they  at  present  stand9  do  not  tend  to  ensure  so 
desirable  an  object. 

Lastly,  this  Council  highly  appreciates  the  attempts  to 
secure  an  improved  system  of  registration,  and  the 
limiting  of  all  public  medical  sppointsaents  to  regu- 
larly educated  and  licensed  practitioners ;  but  it 
considers  the  proposed  amount  of  fees  for  such  i 
tration  unnceasarily  hig^d  by  Cj 

CHARLES  HAYES  HIGGINS, 

Honorary  Secretory. 


HULL  MEETING 
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HULL  MEETING. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Medical 
October  22nd,  el  the  Hull  General  Infirmary,  Dr. 
AMersea,  F.H.Sn  in  the  chair ;  the  following  resolu- 
tion* were  agreed  to  r— 

Moted  by  Dr.  Horner,  and  seconded  by  Dr. Fielding : 
— "  Being  fully  convinced  of  the  great  importance  of 
a  uniform  scale  of  qualification  in  the  respective 
grades  of  the  profession  throughout  the  kingdom; 
this  meeting  feels  grateful  for  the  introduction  of  a 
measure  calculated  to  produce  so  desirable  a  result, 
and  thankfully  embraces  the  opportunity  afforded  by 
the  Home  Secretary  to  consider  the  bearings  of  the 
bill  introduced  by  him  into  Parliament  at  the  close  of 
last  Session." 

Moved  by  Mr.  R.  Craven,  and  seconded  by  Dr. 
Forge,  of  Driffield  r—"  That  this  meeting  fully  ap- 
proves of  the  system  of  registration,  but  is  of 
opinion  that  in  order  to  render  it  efficient,  it  ought, 
under  some  penalty  to  be  devised  by  Government,  to 
be  made  compulsory." 

Moved  by  Mr.  Sleight,  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
Anderson :— "  That  this  meeting  can  only  concur  in 
the  advisability  of  repealing  the  Apothecaries'  Act  of 
1815,  provided  some  equivalent  protecting  measure  be 
substituted,  and  is  of  opinion  that  a  summary  pro- 
cess for  putting  down  unlicensed  practitioners  would 
be  of  advantage  to  protect  a  large  body  of  the  medi- 
cal profession  from  unjust  interference,  and  the  public 
from  imposition." 

Moved  by  Dr.  Sandwitb,  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
Hanky :— "  That  this  meeting,  deeply  sensible  of  the 
value  of  a  Council  of  Health  and  Medical  Education, 
if  rightly  constituted,  as  conferring  on  the  profession 
the  djgnity  of  being  virtually  a  deportment  of  the 
State,  and  as  affording  a  ready  medium  of  access  to 
Government  for  the  expression  of  its  wants  and 
wishes,  nevertheless  deprecates  the  appointment  of 
such  a  Council  on  the  principles  recognised  by  Sir 
James  Graham's  BUI,  which,  by  excluding  a  bond  fiaa 
representation  of  the  great  body  of  the  profession, 
provides  no  adequate  check  on  the  exercise  of  powers 
susceptible  of  great  abuse." 

Moved  by  Mr.  Dossor,  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
Sherwin ;— "  That  a  Petition,  embodying  the  sense  of 
the  foregoing  resolutions,  be  prepared  and  presented  to 
both  Houses  of  Parliament, — to  the  Lords  by  the 
Lord- Lieutenant  of  the  Riding,  and  to  the  Commons 
jfky.tf*  Members  for  the  borough  of  Hull." 

A  Committee  was  then  appointed  to  carry  out  the 
views  of  the  meeting,  and  a  subscription  entered  into 
to  defray  the  incidental  expenses.  And  the  thanks  of 
the  meeting  were  voted  to  the  Chairman,  for  his  able 
and  impartial  conduct  in  the  chair. 


COLCHESTER  MEETING. 

A  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Medical  Profession 
resident  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  county  of  Essex, 
took  place  nt  Colchester,  on  Tuesday,  Oct.  15,  to  take 
into  consideration  the  provisions  of  Sir  James  Graham's 
Medical  Reform  Bill.  Among  those  present  were  Dr. 
Williams,  Dr.  Chambers,  Messrs.  Partridge,  WayUo, 


Philbrick,  Morris,  Churchill,.  Blair,  Bewick,  Johnson, 
Clarke,  A.  J.  Partridge,  J.  Partridge,  and  Taylor,  of 
Colchester;  Osmond,  Thorpe;  Thompson,  Manning* 
tree;  Rodick,  Coggeshall;  Daniell,  Nay  land  ;Man- 
tborpe,  Thorpe;  Gilson,  Halstead ;  Symmona,  Boxes ; 
Meadowcroft,  Bentley;  Norman,  Mersea;  Bidwell, 
Dedbam;  Tomkin,  Witham;  Cooke,  Chappel*  and 
others.  Alderman  Partridge,  of  Colchester,  in  the 
chair. 

The  following  resolutions  were  unanimously 
adopted : — 

,i  Proposed  by  Dr.  Williams,  an<J  seconded  by  Mr. 
Daniell :— w  That  the  great  variation  existing  among 
the  numerous  bodies  for  licensing  medical  practitioners 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  in  respect  to  the.  standard  of 
qualification,  demands  legislative  interference,  in  order 
to  control  them,  and  render  uniform  medical  education. 
That  this  meeting  considers  "  A  Bill  for  the  bet|er 
regulation  of  Medical  Practice  throughout  the  United 
Kingdom,"  as  proposed  by  Sir  James  Graham,  inade- 
quate to  the  purposes  proposed,  and,  moreover,  highly 
objectionable,  because  it  deprives  the  medical  practi- 
tioner of  all  protection,  and  thereby  discourages  the 
scientific  study  of  medicine,  by  placing  the  uneducated 
and  incompetent  pretender  in  direct  rivalry  with 
the  educated  practitioner,  thus  legalizing  quackery, 
and  subjecting  the  public  to  the  incalculable  evils  of 
rash  and  dangerous  empiricism. 

Proposed  by  Mr.  Osmond,  and  seconded  by  Dr. 
Chambers :— •"  That  this  meeting,  viewing  with  satis- 
faction the  benefit  already  experienced,  not  onjv  by 
the  profession,  but  also  by  the  public,  from  the  ex- 
tended qualification  required  of  candidates  for  Apothe- 
caries' Licence ;  and  considering  that  the  general  prac- 
titioner possesses  no  other  protection  than  the  Act  of 
1815  against  the  competition  of  the  ignorant  and  unquali- 
fied, most  strongly  protests  against  its  repeal,  unless  an 
equivalent  protection  be  substituted,  and  an  uniform 
elevated  standard  of  professional  education  be  en- 
forced." '" 

"Proposed  by  Mr.  Gilson,. and  seconded^  fcy  Mr. 
Blair :— "  That  the  Council  of  Health,  as  constituted 
by  this  bill,  is  decidedly  objectionable,  because  it 
places  too  much  patronage  at  the  disposal  of  a  Minister 
of  tVe  Crown,  without  providing;  a  guarantee  for  its 
right  distribution;  because  of  the  entire  exclusion  of 
general  practitioners ;  and  because  of  the  absence  of 
any  clause  requiring  its  members  to  belong  to  the 
medical  profession.  That  the  proposed  system  of 
registration  is  unjust,  because  it  takes  away  the  pro- 
tection afforded  by  the  Apothecaries'  Act,  without 
furnishing  .an  equitable  substitute ;  and  throws  the 
expense  of  maintaining  an  obnoxious  law  upon  those 
who  will  be  directly  injured  by  its  enactments." 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Bidwell,  a  Petition,  embodying  the  foregoing  .reso- 
lutions, was  adopted  for  presentation  So  both  Houses  of 
Parliament. 

A  deputation  was  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Members 
for  the  county  and  borough,  and  an  Association  formed 
to  watch  the  progress  of  the  bill* 

The  thanks  of  the  meeting  were  voted  to  the  Editors 
of  the  Lancet,  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgieal 
Journal,  Timer,  and  Local  Papers,  and  to  the  Hoi 


Secretary,  Mr,Philhatek9  ana  ah*  Oiairmau. 
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SHEFFIELD  PETITION. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  Petition  at  present  Id 
course  of  signature  in  Sheffield  and  the  neighbour- 
hood, and  which,  as  we  are  informed,  has  already 
received  the  signatures  of  a  very  numerous  and  influ- 
ential body  of  the  regularly  educated  practitioners  of 
medicine  and  surgery  :— 
"li  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of  the  United 

Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  in  Parliament 

assembled. 
u  The  Petition  of  the  undersigned  Medical  Practitioners 
of  Sheffield  and  its  neighbourhood, 
«  Humbly  Shewetb, 

**  That  your  petitioners  are  legally  qualified  mem- 
bers of  the  Medical  Profession,  resident  in  Sheffield 
and  its  neighbourhood. 

M  That  they  desire  to  express  their  high  approbation 
of  the  general  principle  of  the  bill  lately  introduced 
into  your  Honourable  House  by  Sir  James  Graham, 
for  the  better  regulation  of  medical  practice  throughout 
the  United  Kingdom. 

"That  for  themselves,  they  utterly  disclaim,  as 
impracticable,  any  attempt  to  suppress .  quackery  by 
law ;  and  ask  for  no  protection  to  their  profession 
further  than  what  the  said  bill  guarantees. 

"  That  as  to  the  public  welfare,  this  they  are 
thoroughly  convinced  cannot  be  consulted  in  any 
better  or  surer  way,  than  by  promoting  the  education, 
and  consequent  elevation*  of  the  medical  practitioner. 

■  This  important  end,  they  are  of  opinion,  will 
be  effectually  accomplished  by  the  said  bill;  and 
therefore  humbly  pray  your  Honourable  House  that 
the  same  may  pass  into  law,  with  such  modifications  in 
the  constitution  of  the  '  Council  of  Health  and 
Medical  Education,'  as  your  Honourable  House  may 
deem  proper,  in  order  more  completely  to  identify  the 
said  Council  with  the  interests  of  the  general  body  of 
Medical  Practitioners. 

u  And  your  Petitioners  will  ever  pray/'  &c. 
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Kept  at  Sidmouth, 

By  W.  H.  Cullsn,  M.D.,  Surgeon. 

Mean  of  External  Thermometer  at  9  am.  59.21 

p.m.  56.25 

the  Maxima,    «...  64.63 

Minima,    ....  51.90 

Mean  daily  range*    13.30 

Extreme  highest  on  the  5th 93. 

.    •       lowest,  on  the  30th 39. 

<  >  Extreme  range.    34 

Mean  Dewpoint  at  9    a.m 55.62 

r.u 49.50 

Mean  of  Barometer  a  9  a.m 30.008 

......  •  P.M.       •         a  •         .        OU.Ul/ 

Extreme  highest  on  the  1st       30.352 

.    .      lowest  on  the  8th 29.710 

Extreme  range.      .642 

Number  of  days  fine. 22 

.    .    .    .     on  which  any  rain  fell      •  8 

Quantity  of  rain  in  inches    ......  2.20 

PREVAILING   WINDS. 
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Avenge  -Of  External  Thermometer  for  seven  prei 
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PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 

8fftCIAL  OXNXRAL   MB  Bit  NO. 

Ill  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Council  of  the 
Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  a  Specks 
Oen«^  Meeting  of  thfAtsodation  wiH  be  held  it  u* 
iWn  Hall,  Derby,  on  Thursday,  the  14th  of  November 
next,  to  take  into  consideration  Sir  James  Grahan'i 
Bill  for  t>e  better  regulation  of  Medical  Practice 
throughout  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  Council  will  meet  at  twelve  o'clock:  the  General 
Meeting  will  take  place  at  one. 

ROBERT  J.  N.  STREETEN, 

SUCRBTAXT. 

A  report  from  the  Committee,  appointed  at  the 
Northampton  Meeting,  to  consider  the  best  means  of 
establishing  a  School  for  the  Education  of  the  Sent  of 
Medical  Men,  will  be  presented  by  Mr.  Martin,  of 
Reigate. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OP  SURGEONS. 
Gentlemen  admitted  Members  on  Friday,  November 
1st,  1844;— R.F.  Freeborn;  F.  J.  Brown;  J.  MUbsd; 
H.  H.  Soell;  S.  M.  Me  Swiney;  G.  Asbdown;  1. 
Fletcher;  B.  L.  Jemmett ;  F.  Brittas;  G.  Rcsne. 


BOOKS,  ftc,  RECEIVED. 

The  National  Diet  Roll;  or,  an  Improved  Method 
of  insuring  to  the  Lower  Ranks  of  the  People,  a  Dm 
Supply  of  Food :  in  a  Letter  to  Luke  Thomas  Flood, 
Esq.  By  D.  O.  Edwards,  Surgeon.  London :  0m. 
pp.  32. 

Principles  of  Human  Riysiology,  with  their  chief 
applications  to  Pathology,  Hygiene,  and  Forensic 
Medicine.  By  William  B.  Carpenter,  M.D.,  F.R.S, 
Fullerian  Professor  of  Physiology  in  the  Royal  Insti- 
tution, Ac.  Second  Edition.  London:  Churchill, 
1844.    8vo„  pp.,  745,  plates,  &c. 

An  Address  of  the  Society  of  Apothecaries  to  the 
General  Practitioners  of  England  and  Waks,  on  the 
Provisions  of  the  Bill  u  for  the  better  Regulation  of 
Medical  Practice  throughout  the  United  Kingdom," 
and  their  probable  Influence  on  the  Position  and 
Prospects  of  that  Branch  of  the  Profession.  London ; 
Highley.    1844.    8vo.,  pp.55.  '  "» 


ERRATA. 

P.  488,  col.  2, 1.  40,  for  "  head/'  read  "  bad  ;".L41, 
for  M  unfavourable,"  read  "  irreparable." 

P.499,  col.  1, 1. 5,  for  "it,"  read  "  he ;"  L  27,  «* 
u  conceive,"  read  *  convince." 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

It  is  requested  that  all  letters  and  con — 

be  sent  to  Dr.  Streeten,  Foregate  Street,  Worcester. 
Parcels,  and  books  for  review,  may  be  adsViisfi  » 
the  Editor  of  the  Provincial  Medks*  ajui  nw^al 
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PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 

ASSOCIATION. 

SPECIAL  GENERAL  MEETING. 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Council  of 
the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  a 
Special  General  Meeting  of  the  Association  was  held 
at  the  Town  Hall,  Derby,  on  Thursday  last,  the  14th 
of  Norember,  to  take  into  consideration  Sir  James 
Graham's  Bill,  for  the  better  regulation  of  Medical 
Practice  throughout  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  chair  was  taken  at  one  o'clock,  by  Dr. 
Robertson,  of  Northampton,  a  meeting  of  the  Council 
haying  been  previously  held  to  arrange  the  order  of 
the  proceedings.  Among  the  members  present,  in- 
cluding also  several  gentlemen  belonging  to  the 
medical  profession,  from  Derby  and  the  neighbouring 
towns, 


Henry  Thomas,  Esq.,  Sheffield. 
William  Hey,  Esq.,  Leeds. 
T.  P.  Teale,  Esq.,  Leeds. 
John  S.  Soden,  Esq*  Bath, 
H.  Terry,  Esq.,  Northampton. 
J.  P.  Garlick,  Esq.,  Leeds. 
J.  C.  Williams,  M.D*  Nottingham. 
James  Crang,  Esq.,  Tfmsbary. 
Abraham  Jubb,  Esq.,  Hatifisx. 
George  Turton,  Esq.,  Sheffield. 
S.  H.  Evans,  Esq.,  Derby. 
D.  C.  Evans,  Esq.,  Belper. 
S.  W.  Fearn,  Esq*  Derby. 
R.  S.  Hutchinson,  M  JX,  Nottingham. 
Francis  EUungton,  Esq.,  Birmingham. 
James  Stedman,  Esq.,  GoUdforcL 
Jonathan  Mason  Waddy,  M  J>.,  Birmingham. 
Richard  Dix,  Esq.,  Derby. 
Richard  R.  Allen,  Esq.,  helper. 
John  Nicholson,  Esq*  Ashbourn. 
Wm.  Cantrill,  Esq.,  Wirksworth. 
Edward  Daniell,  Esq*  Newport  PagneL 
Thomas  Poyser,  Esq*  Wirksworth. 
William  White  Cooper^  Esq.,  London. 
Thomas  Martin,  Esq,  Reigate. 
James  Edwards,  M.D.,  Chester. 
Robert  Davison,  Esq.,  Nottingham. 
J.  N.  Thompson,  Esq.,  Nottingham. 
John  Wright,  Esq.,  Derby. 
Douglas  Fox,  Esq.,  Derby. 
Thos.  Chat.  Cade,  Esq*  Spondon,  near  Derby. 
John  Love*  Esq*  Derby. 
Augustus  G.  Greaves,  Esq*  Derby. 
William  Charles  Rudkin,  Esq*  Derby. 
No.  S4,  November  to,  1S4U 


William  Edward  Boddington,  Esq*  Chesterfield. 

Richard  Hey,  Esq*  York. 

Robert  Ceely,  Esq.,  Aylesbury. 

Robert  J.  N.  Streeten,  M.D*  Worcester. 

W.  D*  Husband,  Esq.,  York. 

James  Heygate,  M.D.,  Derby. 

Charles  Hastings,  M.D*  Worcester. 

J.  W.  Johnson,  Esq.,  Derby. 

Charles  Borough,  Esq.,  Derby. 

John  Lindley,  Esq.,  Derby. 

rjenry  R  Gisborne,  Esq*  Derby. 

A.  C.  Barker,  Esq.,  Matlock  Bath. 

T.  Buxton,  Esq.,  St:  Alkmund*s.   ' 

Richard  Beaumont  Child,  Esq.,  Melbourne. 

R.  T.  Tesker,  Esq.,  Melbourne. 

Perry  Dicken,  Esq.,  Asby-de-latZouch. 

Arthur  Hewgitl,  M:D*.Repton. 

Wm.  HolUs,  Esq*  perby. 

-Geo.  A.  Cope,  Esq*  Etwall. 

J.  Ottstlef,  Esty,  Brentsford. 

George  Taylor,  Esq^Wardwiclc., 

Allan  Bowman,  Eb^.,  Derby. 

Thomas  Bent,  M.D*  Derby. 

—  Baker,  M.D.,  Derby. 

Henry  Edwards,  Esq*  Tutbury. 

Francis  Sibson,  Esq*  Nottingham. 

William  J.  Mackaron,  Esq*  Crick. 

John  Ashfbrd,  Esq*  Hinckley. 

H.  G.  Atteeburrow,  Esq.,  Nottingham. 

Thomas  Wilson,  Esq*  Nottingham. 

Thomas  Lomas,  Esq*  Belper. 

Robert  S.  TomHnson,  Esq.,  Burton-on-Trent. 

Hugh  Eccles  Walker,  M.D.,  Chesterfield. 

John  Ellam,  Esq*  Sandiacre* 

Thomas  Paget,  Esq*  Lskauter. 

H.  W.  Willager,  Esq.,  **ioestar. 

Charles  Bowman,  Esq.,  Leicester. 

Thos.  Macaulay,  Esq.,  Leicester. 

J.  P.  Stallaid,  Esq*  Leicester. 

Wm.  Jackson,  Esq*  Sheffield. 

John  Johnson,  Esq.,  St.  Alkmund'e. 

The  Chairman  in  opening  the  meeting  said,  he  was 
much  gratified  to  see  so  large  an  attendance  on  the 
present  occasion.  The  nature  of  the  subject  wbich  bad 
called  them  together  was  well  known  to  most  of  them,he 
nesd  not  therefore  detain  the  meeting  with  any  long 
observations  upon  it.  He  might  say,  however,  that 
his  own  opinion  was  very  favourable  to  many  parts  est 
Sir  James  Graham's  Bill ;  it  was  generally  good,  and 
he  had  no  doubt,  that  with  a  little  alteration  in  some 
of  its  details,  it  would  give  general  satisfaction  to  a 
great  portion  of  tue  medical  profession*    The  great 
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principle  in  it  was  the  uniformity  which  it  introduced 
In  respect  of  education  for  that  profession.  It  gave 
permission  to  the  medical  body  to  qualify  persons  to 
practice,  and  to  practice  alike  in  any  part  of  her 
Majesty's  dominions ;  and  it  also  brought  the  medical 
profession  in  connexion  with  the  executive  govern- 
ment of  the  country,  and  under  the  immediate  pro* 
Section  of  the  Crown;  all  which  he  thought  would 
hare  a  tendency  to  raise  and  benefit  the  medical  pro- 
fession. He  would  not  detain  the  meeting  by  offering 
further  observations ;  but  would  proceed  at  once  to 
call  upon  Dr.  Hastings,  to  move  the  first  resolution. 

Dr.  Hastings  then  rose,  and  said  that  it  devolved 
upon  him,  as  President  of  the  Council,  to  bring  before 
the  meeting  the  resolutions  which  had  been  sanctioned 
by  the  Council  as  those  to  be  submitted  te>  the  consi- 
deration of  the  present  meeting,  and  in  doing  so  it 
would  be  necessary  fer  him  to  review  the  measures 
which  had  been  adopted  from  time  to  time  by  the 
Association.  He  thought  every  one  must  admit  that 
whoever  undertook  to  reform  and  improve  the  state  of 
the  medical  profession,  must  have  to  contend  with 
great  difficulties.  The  qnestion  of  Medical  Reform 
was  an  exceedingly  complicated  one ;  it  was<evident  to 
his  mind,  and  the  minds  of  others  udia  had  given  the 
subject  the  greatest  and  must  careful  eonasdaraOmn, 
that  it  was  on*  not  easily  solved;  and  If  he  were 
required  to  adduce  paoof  of  the  fatty  it  might  he  found 
in  this  —that  these  Members  of.  Parliament  who  had 
hitherto  attempted  to  legislate  upon  the  subject,  bad 
failed  in  effecting  any  good..  He  might  instance  the 
failure  of  Mr.  Warburton,  from  whom  to  mu^h  was 
expected*  and  also  of  Mr.  Wakley.  The  latter  gen- 
tleman, though  mo.  intimately  connected  with  the 
medical  profession,  had  failed,  as  others,  in  introduc- 
ing any  satisfactory  measure  connected  with  the  pro- 
fession, into  the  House  .of  Commons.  He  mentioned 
this  circumstance  to  show  that  whoever  will  grapple 
with  the  question  of  Medical  Reform,  will  have  to  con- 
tend with  very  great  difficulties.  It  must  be  expected 
that  there  would  he  some  errors  both  of  omission  and 
commission.  He  was  happy  to  sayr  however,  that  the 
Association,  from  its  first  formation  to  the  present 
time,  had  been  directing  attention  to  this  subject.  The 
minds  of  many  of  its  ablest  members  had  been  long 
steadily  engaged  in  its  consideration}  and  be  was 
happy,  on. referring  to  the  past  proceedings  of  the 
Association,  to  find  that  many  perls  of  Sir .  James 
Graham's  Bill  were  in  exact  accordance  with  them.  In 
proof  of  this  he  would  refer  to  the  report  of  the  fisnt 
meeting  of  the  Association,  held  at  Worcester,  in  the 
year  1832. 

At  this  first  meeting  of  the  Association,  In  1632, 
reference  was  made  to  the  Importance  of  an  improved 
organisation  of  the  profession.  In  the  address  which 
he  then  delivered,which  was  published  in  the  first  volume 
Of  the  '  Transactions,'  he  remarked,  « It  is  admitted  on 
nil  hands  that  the  organisation  of  the  profession  whieh 
obtains  is  not  what  it  ought  to  be ;  for  the  whole 
system  of  medical  polity  in  this  country  is  both 
defective  and  erroneous.  Opinions  differ  widely  as  to 
the  evils  and  remedies,  but  few  are  found  to  commend 
the  existing  state  of  things.  This  subject  is  closely 
connected  with  the  advancement  of  science,  for,  if /he 
profession  were  constituted  as  it  ought  to  be,  and  as 
reason  and  sound  principles  dictate,  the  harmony  that 


would  be  thus  established  among  the  several  depart- 
ments could  not  fail  to  prove  a  direct  means  of  their 
co-operating  more  cordially  and  efficiently  in  extend* 
ing  the  science  and  improving  the  practice."  After  this 
time  every  year  seemed  to  increase  the  desire  in  the 
profession  for  some  improvement  in  its  polity,  and  ia 
1834  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into,  and  consider,  the  laws,  rcg*» 
lations,  and  usages,  regarding  the  education  and  prac- 
tice of  the  various  branches  of  the  medics!  profession 
in  the  United  Kingdom. 

After  several  months  of  labour  by  this  committee 
it  was  resolved,— "That  the  committee  have  the  power 
to  report  the  minutes  of  evidence  taken  before  theai, 
together  with  their  observations  thereon."  This  report, 
however,  from  some  unexplained  cause,  was  never 
made. 

At  Cheltenham,  in  the  year  1837,  the  first  Com- 
mittee of  this  Association  was  formed  on  this  subject, 
and  they  were  appointed  to  watch  over  the  interests  of 
the  profession  at  large,  and  to  report  to  the  Council 
from  time  to  time  such  nieasuresaa  circumstances  mifht 
render  expedient;  At  the  heed  of  this  Committee 
was  placed  our  late  lamented  associate,  Dr.  Bartow. 
The  Committee  made  no  report,  until  July,  1839, 
at  the  Anniversary  Meeting  at  Liverpool,  when  they 
recommended  a  petition,  which  was  adopted,  and  pre- 
sented to  the  House  of  Commons,  and  which  prayed  for 
an  adequate  and  uniform  education  for  the  whole 
profession,  to  be  brought  about  by  the  intervention  of 
the  legislature,  together  with  equality  of  rights  sad 
privileges  among  all  so  educated.  For  this  purpose 
the  formation  of  an  examining  and  licensing  board  on 
liberal  principles  was  recommended. 

At  Southampton,  in  UB40,..tbe  same  Committee 
presented  another  report,  in  which  they  say,  in  refer- 
ence to  their  former  petition,  u  It  is  a  gratifying  fart, 
however,  that  subsequently  to  the  presentation  of  these 
petitions,  appeals,  to  an  extent  unexampled  in  the 
annals  of  the  profession,  have  been  made  to  the 
Legislature,  -and  memorials  have  been  presented  to  the 
Home  Secretary."  The  Committee  again  insisted  on 
the  necessity  of  uniformity '  of  qualification,  and 
equality  of  rights  aud  privileges  being  the  basis  of  say 
enactment  for  the  reform  of  the  profession.  At  this 
meeting  a  resolution  was  also  passedV- 

« That  it  is  highly  expedient  that  further  stem 
should  now  be  taken  to  obtain  medical  reform  on  the 
principles  of  a  uniform  test  of  qualification,  and  a 
representative  system  of  government.**  And  in  con- 
clusion, it  was  resolved,  "That  the  Central  CouncU 
be  empowered  to  act  on  behalf  and  in  the  name 
of  the  Association,  until  the  next  Anniversary  Meeting, 
in  presenting  petitions  to  Parliament,  or'  in  such  other 
procedures  as  circumstances  may  render  necessary.'' 

During  the  ensuing  jear,  n  conference  took  place 
in  London,  to  which  deputies  were  aent  by  the  Pro* 
vindal  Association,  hut  it  ended  without  prodoeior 
any  satisfactory  result.    During  this  year,  however,  the 
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Council  sent  a  notification  to  the  London  Corporations, 
inviting  their  co-operation;  but,  at  the  tame  tine, 
stating  "  That  mo  measure  of  reform  can  be  satisfactory 
to  the  medical  profession,  which  is  not  calculated  to 
redress  the  grievances  complained  of,  as  set  forth  in  the 
report  of  the  Reform  Committee  of  the  College  of 
Physicians ;  that  any  measure  which  does  not  provide 
due  protection  to  the  members  of  the  profession,  wfll 
be  defective  and  unsatisfactory  ;  that  no  measure  will 
meet  the  approbation  of  the  profession  at  large,  which 
does  not  recognise  the  representative  principle  in  the 
construction  of  the  governing  bodies." 

At  the  ensuing  anniversary  meeting  held  at  York,  in 
1841,  the  Reform  Committee  presented  a  report,  in 
which  they  say,  in  reference  to  a  bill  for  amending  the 
anomalous  condition  of  the  profession,  the  members  of 
which  issued  from  at  least  sixteen  different  sources, 
varying  in  the  amount  of  qualification,  and  in  the  pri- 
vileges conferred,  "  It  is  of  some  importance  from 
whence  this  bill  should  emanate ;  speculative  reformers, 
impelled  by  too  ardent  a  desire  to  realize  speedily  all 
their  conceptions,  would  be  disposed  to  seek  too 
much.  Existing  institutions,  on  the  contrary,  if 
intrusted  with  the  framing  of  a  bill,  would  concede  too 
little.  In  such  emergency,  a  bill  for  regulating  the 
profession  of  physic  should  issue  from  some  party 
untrammelled  by  either  extreme  j  and  this  party,  your 
committee  conceive,  should  be  the  Ministers  of  the 
Crown."  Accordingly,  a  memorial  was  agreed  upon  at 
the  York  meeting,  requesting  the  Home  Secretary  to 
bring  the  question  under  the  consideration  of  his 
colleagues,  in  order  that  a  bill  might  be  presented  to 
the  Parliament  with  the  sanction  of  her  Majesty's 
Government. 

It  was  very  satisfactory  to  find  that  in  the  ensuing 
Session  of  Parliament,  in  1842,  the  Right  Hon*  Sec- 
retary, Sir  James  Graham,  announced  his  intention  of 
submitting  to  the  House  of  Commons,  at  an  early  period, 
a  biHfor  the  better  regulation  of  the  medical  profession. 

As  soon  as  this  announcement  was  made,  the 
Central  Council  again  addressed  Sir  James  Graham, 
and,  after  thanking  him  for  having  undertaken  this 
important  measure,  they  proceeded  to  say:— "The  prin- 
ciples to  which  we  are  desirous  of  calling  your  atten- 
tion, as  being  those  recognised  by  the  Provincial 
Association,  and  upon  which,  as  we  conceive,  any 
measure  intended  for  the  regulation  of  the  medical 
profession  should  be  based,  are, — uniformity  of  the  pri- 
mary qualification,  to  be  tested  by  sufficient  examina- 
tion ;  equal  right  for  every  member  of  the  profession  to 
practice  throughout  her  Majesty's  dominions ;  and  the 
adoption  of  the  representative  system  in  the  formation 
of  the  councils  or  governing  bodies." 

Nothing  more  was  attempted  until  the  anniversary 
meeting  at  Exeter,  in  184%  when  the  Reform  Com- 
mittee presented  a  report,  in  which  they  expressed  their 
gratification  that  Sir  James  Graham  had  undertaken 
to  introduce  a  bill  into  Parliament,  but  at  the  same 
time  regretted  that  he  should  have  announced  the  inten- 
tion of  granting  a  new  Charter  to  the  College  of 
Surgeons  previous  to  so  doing. 


At  that  meeting  it  was  resolved :— "  That  the 
General  Council  be  especially  enjoined  to  watch 
vigilantly  during  the  ensuing  year  over  all  proceeding! 
in  Parliament  and  elsewhere,  which  have  any  relation 
to  the  subject  of  Medical  Reform,  and  that  they  be 
em  {lowered  to  employ  every  means  which  their  judg- 
ment may  direct,  for  upholding  the  principles  of 
Medical  Reform,  which  the  Association  had  so  long 
and  so  steadily  advocated,  these  principles  being 
clearly  and  unequivocally  declared  in  the  reports  here- 
tofore presented  to  the  Association  by  their  Reform 
Committees,  and  explicitly  specified  in  the  rnemorial 
lately  submitted  to  the  Right  Hon.  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  by  the  General 
Council." 

In  the  course  of  the  ensuing  year  there  was  reason 
to  think  that  sumo  obstacles  occurred  which  prevented 
the  Secretary  of  State  from  proceeding  with  hisfpro* 
posed' btlf,  and  it  was  on  that  account  thought  neces- 
sary again  to  memorialize  him,  and  to  point  out  to  him 
still  more  fully  and  circumstantially  than  we  had 
hitherto  done,  the  recorded  opinions  of  the  Association* 

We  said  t-r-"  The  main  evil  of  the  existing  state  of 
is  the  want  of  an  uniform  qualification, 
ensure  that  every  seember  of  the  pro* 
fesakm  was  daly  tasted  as  to  his  cosapeteacy  for  the 
riaichnsgroC  his  professional  duties."  . 

And  further  .—"That  members  of  toe  pmfessisn 
duly  tasted  as  to  their  competency,  and  legally  licensed 
to  practise,  should  be  free  to  exercise  their  vocation 
wherever  their  own  Interests  should  direct,  it  can  need 
no  argument  to  prove ; '  and  that  those  who  have 
undergone  an  expensive  course  of  study  to  attain  the 
necessary  qualifications,  should  receive*  edeojuetc  pre* 
tection  in  the  exercise  of  their  acquired  right  to  prne* 
ties,  seems  equally  clear,  ft  is  but  just  that  the  duly 
ouaHfied  medical  practitioner  should  be  protected  front 
the  encroachments  of  those  who,  not  having  obtained 
the  required  certificates  of  pfoneieney  in 
knowledge,  and  consequently  having  no 
practise,  are,  It  is  to  be  presumed,  unlit  to  he  trusted 
with  the  cure  of  disease.  Further,  if  me  pobifc  benefit 
be  intimately  concerned  in  providing  competent  medi- 
cal practitioners,  it  is  equally  evident  that  to  authorise 
or  connive  at  the  practices  of  persons  whose  acquire- 
ments have  not  been  sufficiently  tested,  would  be  to 
render  the  contemplated  legal*  provision  of  no  avail, 
andtonumiy  an  the  good  which  might  be  expected 
to*  arise  from  it." 

This  memorial  was  followed  up  by  the  Council 
recommending  general  meetings  of  the  profession  ha 
cities  and  wuuties,and  several  petitions  to  Parliament, 
enunciating  the.  views  of  the  Association,  ware  the 


When  the  Association  held  their  funeral  meeting 
at  Leeds,  in  1843,  all  these  proceedinga  of  the  Council 
received  the  most  cordial  confirmation,  and  the 
meeting  resolved,— M  That,  considering  the  incalcu- 
lable importance  of  those  interests  which  are  in- 
volved, both  public  and  professional,  in  the  great; 
question  of  Medical  Reform,  and  the  peculiarly, 
critical  situation  in  which  that  question  is  at  pro* 
sent  placed,  a  deputation  of  members  of  this  Asso- 
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aw-ssew-  appointed  to  wwBi  without  delay, 
ntatview  with  her  Majesty'*  Gswee*jnei*  in 
101  eaassee,  those  sosmd  pandplee  ijpni  ilii  nl 
lesjeistioa  which  they  seises*  wianWbe^lsWattory 
to  the  profession,  udcotMwio  the  weifere  of  all 
classes  of  her  Majesty's  subjects/* 

This  deputation  was  accordingly  appointed,  but  Sit 
James  Graham  politely  excused  himself  from  receiving 
the  same. 

No  further  attempts  were  made  by  the  Association 
to  obtain  an  interview  with  the  Home  Secretary,  as 
the  announcement  was  made  that  the  bill  was  pre- 
pared, and  only  awaited  a  fit  opportunity  to  be  pre- 
sented to  the  House  of  Commons.  That  opportunity 
arose  last  Session,  and  we  are  now  met  to  consider  the 


Previous  to  the  introduction  of  tbe  Bill,  howerer,the 
Council  bad  circulated  a  statement  of  the  principles  of 
the  Association  among  the  Members  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  he  would  now  beg  attention  to  an  im- 
portant part  of  that  statement,  which  showed  that  the 
Council  were  right  in  one  part  of  the  resolutions,  which 
they  had  upon  this  occasion  agreed  to  recommend  the 
Association  as  a  body  to  adopt.  He  referred  to  the 
practising  of  unqualified  persons  .— 

«  But  if  it  be  of  importance  to  the  general  community 
thatthe  Ucrosed  aiedieal  practitioner  should  be  com- 
?«Mitly  qualified  for  the  pseetice  of  bis  profession  m 
ail  its  breaches,  it  w  at4ea»  of  equal  importance  that 
all  those  persons  attempting  to  practise  mendee, 
whose  competency  has  not  beea'thes  duly  and  legally 
tested  asrfctrttted,  should  be  prohibited  from  so  doing, 
umder  gufieieot  an*  easily  recovered  penalties.  The 
pmbHc  ought  to  topfuteetea1  from  the  malpractices  of 
kponnt  and  amplified  persons;  and  the  medical 
practitioner,  after  having  gone  through  a  prescribed 
tome  of  arduous  study,  and  complied  with  all  those 
requirements  which  the  interests  of  the  public  demand, 
k*s  Acquired  a  right  to  sneb  protection  as  the  law  can 
afford  him,  in  the  exercise  of  those  duties  for  which  the 
law  requires  from  him  such  special  qualification. 

f<  It  now  only  remains  to  point  out  that,  for  the 
better  insuring  a  compliance  with  these  provisions, 
and  for  the  giving  due  effect  to  them,  it  appears  desir- 
able that  the  medical  practitioners  so  qualified  should 
be  incorporated  together1  into  one  general  body,  and 
that  the  regulation  and  government  of  such  corporation 
should  be  vested  in  its  members. 

w  Without  seme  measure  of  this  kind  the  general 
practitioners— those  who  are  possessed  of  this  primary 
qualification,  and  devote  themselves  to  the  practice  of 
medicine  in  all  its  branches— must  remain  disunited) 
inefficient,  and  without  the  power  of  availing  them* 
•elves  of  that  protection  which  legal  enactment  may 
award  to  them  ;  and,  ijf  incorporated  together,  it  is 
manifest  that,  in  accordance  with  the  general  institu- 
tions of  the  country,  they  are  entitled,  under  suitable 
regulations,  to  the  election  of  their  own  Council  or 
governing  body,  and  to  the  appointment  also  of  repre- 
sentatives in  any  more  general  Councilor  Board  which 
It  may  be  thought  desirable  to  establish  for  the  con- 
-■"-—i  of  the  whole  medical  p^wVs*^otf.', 


The  only  means  to  exclude  unqualified  person  (rom 
the  pirrfession  was  by  some  measure  of  crgiattttion 
and  incorporation-    Without  some  measure  ef  this 
kind,  the  profession  would  stiU  continue  confused  tad 
disunited.    It  wee,  he  thought,  most  desirable  that  the 
members  of  the  profession  should  bare  the    con* 
stitution   of    the   profession   in   their  own    heads. 
Before  he  proceeded  farther,  he   would  read  the 
resolutions  which  had  been  prepared  by  the  general 
Council  for  the  consideration  of  the  meeting  on  the 
present  occasion ;   and  he  hoped   those   resolutions 
would  not  be    considered    as  proceeding  from  the 
General  Council,  or  the  Central  Council,  or  as  the 
views  of  any  Committee  whatsoever,  but  as  springisg 
out  of  resolutions  which  had  been  passed,  over  sad 
over  again,  at  the  AuuVersary  meetings  of  the  Associa- 
tion, when  great  numbers  of  the  profession  were  pre- 
sent.   They  were  in  fact  the  substance  of  the  recorded 
proceedings  of  the  Association;  and  he  begged  that 
they  might  be  compared  with  the  bill  of  Sir  Jamas 
Graham ;  and  so  far  as  that  biU  acoorded  with  the 
recorded  proceedings  of  the  Association,  so  far,  he 
thought,  it  was  worthy  their  support  and  approbation; 
but  in  whatever  it  fell  short  of  this,  it  was  wanting, 
and  required  amendment. 

Dr.  Hastings  then  proceeded  to  read  the  resolutioos 
which  the  Council  had  proposed  for  the  considerauos 
of  the  meeting,  and  which  were  as  follow  :— 

1.  "That  the  Association  testify  their  satisfaction 
that  a  bill  for  the  better,  regulation  of  Medical  Educa- 
tion and  Practice  has  been  laid  before  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  that  opportunity  is  afforded  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  medical  profession  for  considering  its  pro- 
visions previous  to  its  passing  into  a  law." 

2.  "  That  this  satisfaction  is  increased  by  observing 
that  an  approach  to  a  uniform  standard  of  education 
end  qualification,  and  the  right  to  practise  by  aH 
qualified  persons,  without  respect  to  local  privileges-* 
principles  for  the  recognition  of  which  the  Association 
has  on  various  occasions  contended,  and  especially  is 
petitions  to  the  Legislature,  and  memorials  to  her 
Majesty's  Government,— are  two  of  the  great  leading 
principles  of  the  measure/* 

3.  "  That  further  to  ensure  the  object  of  a  sufficient 
uniform  primary  qualification  for  every  medical  prac- 
titioner, without  which  the  equal  right  to  practise  eveiy 
department  of  the  profession  ought  not  to  be  conceded, 
it  seems  desirable  that  the  diploma  of  Licentiate  of 
Medicine  should  be  required  of  aH  who  may  hereafter 
prQpose  to  enter  the  profession,  and  previous  to  their 
being  entitled  to  claim  admission  to  register  in  any 
other  grade." 

4.  "That  these  principles,  if  carried  fully  into  effect, 
would  confer  a  great  benefit  on  the  profession  and  the 
public,  in  the  removal  of  many  existing  evils ;  and  that, 
in  thus  providing  the  public  with  a  supply  of  fully 
qualified  medical  practitioners,  the -Association  are  of 
opinion  the  Government  would  do  much  towards  the 
remedy  of  abuses  of  which,  for  a  long  time  past,  there 
has  been  great  reason  to  complain." 

5. "That  the  Association  view  with  alarm  and 
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deep  regret  that  part  of  the  bill  wbicfc  propose*  to 
abolish  all  restriction  on  the  practice  of  medicine 
by  unqualified  and  unlicensed  persons ;  and  that, 
although  there  may  be  some  reason  to  doubt  the 
practicability  of  altogether  preventing  unlicensed  prac- 
tice by  general  enactment,  the  Association  are  of 
opinion  that  the  illegality  of  such  practice  should  be 
unequivocally  declared,  and  some  simple  and  effective 
means  of  restraint  be  adopted." 

6.  "  That  while  the  Association  approve,  with  this 
exception,  the  general  spirit  and  principles  of  the  bill, 
they  feel  that  in  various  details  it  may  be  desirable  to 
introduce  certain  changes  and  modifications,  which 
would  improve  the  general  efficiency  of  the  measure, 
and  tend  materially  to  facilitate  its  practical  applica- 
tion." 

7.  "  That  while  the  Association  is  sensible  of  the 
advantages  which  the  profession  will  derive  from  a 
direct  connection  with  the  Government,  they  cannot 
but  consider  the  proposed  constitution  of  the  '  Council 
of  Health*  as  deficient  in  not  affording  express  repre- 
sentation, either  of  the  physicians  and  surgeons  resident 
in  the  provinces,  or  of  the  great  body  of  general  prac- 
titioners throughout  the  country." 

8.  "  That  some  provision  ought  to  be  made,  either 
in  the  bill,  or  in  amended  charters  to  be  granted  to 
the  Colleges  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  for  a  more 
direct  acknowledgment  of  the  representative  system  in  r 
the  councils  or  governing  bodies  of  these  corporations." 

9.  "That  in  the  absence  of  any  provision  for  the: 
admission  of  the  general  practitioners  into  a  partici- 
pation, on  terms  honourable  to  that  body,  in  the  cor- 
porate privileges  of  either  of  the  Colleges  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons,  it  appears  essential  to  the  well-being  of 
this  numerous  and  influential  body,  as  well  as  bene- 
ficial to  the  public  interests,  that  they  should  be 
incorporated  together,  and  that  the  interests  of  such 
•corporation  should  be  adequately  represented  in  the 
proposed  Council  of  Health." 

The  substance  of  every  one  of  these  resolutions  had 
been  received  and  adopted  by  the  Association  at  many 
.general  meetings  successively  held.  He  might  go  one 
-step  further,  and  state  that  they  were  in  accordance 
with  the  opinion  of  many  of  the  greatest  and  most 
gifted  men  in  the  kingdom.  He  had  several  important 
letters  from  eminent  persons,  which  he  would  presently 
read.  He  had  one  from  the  Professor  of  Medicine,  at 
Oxford,  Dr.  Kidd,  who  had  boldly  stepped  forward, 
and  given  an  important  impetus  to  the  subject  of 
Medical  Reform.  He  would  read  has  tetter,  which 
showed  that  the  present  procedures  were  in  entire 
accordance  with  his  own  opinion : — 

"  My  Dear  Hastings, — I  received  the  accompanying 
paper  from  Dr.  Streeten  this  morning,  with  the  request 
that  I  would  communicate  to  you  my  opinion  respect- 
ing it. 

"Nothing,  in  my  judgment;  could  have  been  put 
forth  more  temperate  and  judicious  than  the  resolutions 
•contained  in  this  paper. 

•  *  I  have  ventured  to  suggest  two  slight  attention* 
which  yon  wUl  see  marked  in  the  paper  j  the  first  of 
which  I  have  suggested  on  the  ground, that  "to  Jonf 


esymrferf  and  "at  J*Bjrl*"  imply  a  kind  of  reproof, 
which  could  do  no  good,  and  might  do  harm. 

"The  second  alteration  relates  to  a  mere  typogra- 
phical error  in  the  first  line  of  the  second  page. 
"  Ever  yours,  most  sincerely, 

"  J.  KIDD. 
"  Oxford,  November  8, 1844." 

There  was  another  letter  from  Dr.  Williamson,  of 
Stretteu  Hail,  (fete  of  Leeds,)  the  Chairman  of  the 
Leeds  deputation,  shewing  that  the  present  proceedings 
were  also  in  accordance  with  his  opinion. '  He  ex- 
pressed himself  as  follows  :— 

"  Dear  Dr.  Hastings,— I  regret  I  shall  not  be  able 
to  join  your  meeting  at  Derby.  411  health  prevented 
my  being  present  at  Northampton,  and  I  regret  to 
say  that  the  same  kind  of  disability  exists  to  a  greater 
extent  at  present. 

"  The  resolutions  appear  to  me,  temperate,  judicious, 
and  dignified,  avoiding  the  objection  which  attaches  to 
many  similar  documents,  of  giving  too  great  promi- 
nence to  the  cuckoo  note  of '  protection/ 

"  I  understand,  by  the  bye,  that  Sir  James  Graham, 
has  promised  to  insert  a  protective  clause.  The 
constitution  of  the  Council  of  Health,  and  the  clause 
relative  to  the  privileges  of  foreign  graduates  are  far 
more  important  subject*, 

*  I  did  not  send  the  petition  from  Yorkshire,  to  which 
i  referred,  it  having  undergone  so  many  alterations  at 
the  meeting,  that  I  ceased  to  have  any  interest  in  its 

paternity. 

"In  haste,  I  am, 

"  My  dear  Dr.  Hastings, 

"  Yours  eery  truly, 
"  JAMBS -WILLIAMSON. 

*  Stretton  Halt,  Chester,  November  1 3, 1844 ." 
Then,  again,  there  was  a  letter.fom,the;Qranch  Asso- 
ciation, at  Taunton,  .of  the  same  character  i-~ 

**  Taunton,  November  \%  1844." 
"  Dear  Shy- -I  am  Instructed  by  the  Council  of  the 
Taunton'  and  Somerset  Branch-  of  'the  Provincial 
Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  to  convey  to  the 
Central  Council  through  you,  its  toeaident,  their 
entire  concurrence  with  the  printed.  Jbrtn,  of  resolu- 
tions to  be  submitted  to,  the  Ueneral  Meeting  of  the 
Association,  to  be  held  at  Derby,  on  Thursday  next, 
and  to  request  the  favour  of  your  ed«si»g  the  Meeting 
to  that  effect. 

"I  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Yours  faithfully, 

"CHARLES  H.  HIGGINS, 

"Honorary  Secretary; 

*  Charles  Hastings,  Esq.,  M.D., 
President  Of  the  Council." 

Dr.  Hastings  then  stated,  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Association,  Dr«  Streeten,  had  alio  received  letter* 
of  a  similar  description  from  a  nuuvtrfcf  individuals 
standing  high  in  the  profession,  which,  as  it  was  desir- 
able that  the  meeting  should  be  as  fulfy  as  possible  in 
possession  of  the  sentiments  of  eminent  men  in  a^l 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  especially  of  those  who  setae 
officially  connected  with,  and  represented  ttoopniaas 
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of,  the  Branches  of  their  Association,  or  of  large  bodies 
of  the  profession,  he  should  here  request  Dr.  Streetea 
to  read. 
Dr.  Streeten  then  read  the  following  letters  i— 

"  The  Council  of  the  North  of  England  Metrical 
Association,  baring  received  And  considered  the  reso- 
lutions to  be  proposed  at  the  Special  General  Meeting 
at  Derby  on  the  14th  of  November,  beg  to  express 
their  most  cordial  approbation  of  their '  contents,  and 
of  the  moderate  yet  dignified  tone  of  the  above  reso- 
lutions. 

"  And  the  Council  beg  further  to  state  that  they  would 
be  ready  to  co-operate  in  any  measures  founded  upon 
these  resolutions,  and  especially  in  the  formation  of  a 
Deputation  or  Deputations  to  London  during  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  in  parliament. 

"  And  the  Council  sincerely  hope  that  the  moderate 
yet  firm  and  dignified  tenour  of  these  resolutions  will 
be  followed  by  the  other  Medical  Bodies  and  Associa- 
tions throughout  the  Kingdom. 

"By  Order  of  the  Council  of  the  North  of  England 
Medical  Association* 

"EDWARD  CHARLTON,  M.D.K  . 
"  Honorary  Secretary. 
"  Newcaitle-on-Tyne,  Nor.  13, 18*4," 


"Norwich*  If**  12, 1644* 
"  Dear  Sir,— ^1  rcgreHhat  It  is  quite  impossible  for  me 
to  be  at  the  meeting fttBerby,  mueVeo  I  desire  it.  Hie 
resolutions  which  have  been  prepared  T  quite  approve ; 
they  are  very  temperate  and  JMIefons/aitd  such  as  we 
want,  for  it  will  be  very' Injurious  tor  have 'such  a  damp 
thrown  over  medical  legislation,  that  the  bill  of  Sir 
James  Graham  should  iri  consequence  be  rejected. 
We  might  not  Mve  to  see  another  eftort  made  at  legis- 
lation, after  all  these  thirty  years  of  agitation,  to  get  a 
bill  introduced  for  Government  has  greater  matters 
in  their  view  to  attendee*  and  mn  not  very  zealous  to 
legislate  for  us.'WIf  Sir  James  Graliamt  Billbe  modi- 
find  in  aomef  respects*  and:*  good,  penal  clause  intro- 
duced, it  ought  in,  ray  opinion  to  becarekd  through, 
and  I  hope  it  Witt,  fount  i*«*ery  perfect  specimen  of 
simplicity,  taritpvessi  efitiency  in  medical  legisla- 
tion, bating  only  the  anomaly  of  ma  pern*  ctsnss. 
""I  am*  deav  Sir, 

"    *  Yours  truly, 
•'■•  "  4.  G.  CROSSE. 

"ToDr.Streeteu." 

M  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL 
AND  SURGICAL   ASSOCIATION. 

"  Sir,— Wc,  the  undersigned,  members  of  the  Asso* 
ciation,  resident  m  Hereford,  regret  that  we  shall  be 
unable  to  attend  the  Special  General  Meeting  which 
has  been  caBed  by  the  Committee,  to  take  into  con- 
stttrainou  Sir  James  Graham's  proposed  Medical  BID. 
Tbo  distance  from  Hereford  to  Derby  Is  so  great,  and 
the  means  of  accomplishing  it  so  inconvenient,  that 
we  could  not  do  so  at  this  busy  season  of  the  year, 
without  a  greater  lots  of  time,  and  negfect  of  doty, 
than  our  attendance  <oifld:  compensate  for.  We  are 
ewremetygwd  that  such*  abetters*  meeting  hai  been 
eslled,  and  anticipate  from  It 'very  benefictaf  results 


for  the  best  interests  of  the  profession.  Our  opinions 
on  the  leading  principles  of  thfe  bill  have  already  been 
publicly  expressed  in  the  resolutions  adopted  at  our 
county  meeting ;  for  the  rest,  we  have  every  confidence 
in  the  Committee  and  Members  of  the  Association, 
and  have  no  doubt,  but  Chat  we  shall  be  able  cordially 
Co  Join  in  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  reeototions 
adopted  at  the  meeting,  and  be  ready  to  take,  with 
those  present,  whatever  measures  it  may  he  deemed 
most  ndvisabw  to  adopt. 

"  We  shall  feel  obliged  by  your  making  known  to  the 
meeting  the  substance  of  mis  letter, 
"  And  remain,  Sir, 

"  Your  obedient  servants, 

"J.BLBECKLYE,M.D. 

"  EDWARD  MORRIS,  M.D. 

"FRANCIS  BRAITHWAITE,  F.R.C.SJE. 

"CHARLES  LINGEN,  M.D.,  F.R.C.SJB. 

"HENRY  GRAVES  BULL,  M.D.,  &c. 
"  Hereford,  Nor.  11, 1844." 

Dr.  Streeten  then  observed,  that  he  had  a  letter 
from  Dr.  Webster,  the  President  of  the  British  Medical 
Association,  to  lay  before  the  meeting,  and  as  it  referred 
to  the  same  subject,  this  would  probably  be  the  proper 
time  to  produce  it.  The  principle  feature  in  it  was  a 
recommendation  for  the  incorporation  of  tbegeneni 
practitioners,  upon  which  subject  a  resolution  had  hem 
sanctioned  by  the  Council  previously  to  too  receipt  of 
Dr.  Webster's  letter ;  and  it  should  also  he  observed, 
subsequently  to  the  forwarding  of  copies  of  the  pro- 
posed resolutions  to  the  Secretaries  of  the  Branca* 
and  other  gentlemen  from  whom  letters  had  been  read. 

In  consequence  of  the  length  of  Dr.  Webster's 
letter,  and  his  differing  in  some  respects  with  the 
import  of  the  resolutions  already  before  the  raeeuaf, 
a  discussion  arose  whether  the  whole  of  it  should  be 
read,  when— 

Dr.  Hastings  rose,  and  said  that  he  thought  it 
desirable  that  the  whole  of  Dr.  Webster's  letter  should 
be  read,  for  he  represented  a  large  clans  of  persoel. 
He  (Dr.  Hastings)  thought  it  right,  however,  agam  to 
stats,  that  the  meeting  was  not  called  to  take  into  con- 
skteration  the  views  of  anyone  partyr— oot  the  view 
of  physicians,  nor  of  surgeons,  nor  of  general  practi- 
tioners, but  of  auu— to  elicit  the  opiuJousof  all— •as' 
to  view  the  question  of  Medical  Reform  in  all  its 
phases.  Under  these  circumstances,  be  thought  it 
desirable  that  the  Secretary  should  go  on  with  Dr. 
Webster's  letter. 

"  TO  DR.  STREETEN,  M.D.,  EDITOR  OF  THR  PROVINCIAL 
MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL,  AND  SECRE- 
TARY OF  THE  ASSOCIATION. 

"  Dear  Sir,— I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your 
circular  copy  of  the  resolutions  intended  to  be  sub* 
mitted  to  the  meeting  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and 
Surgical  Association,  to  be  holden  at  Derby  on  Thurs- 
day next.  1  deeply  regret  that  I  see  no  |wospectof 
my  being  able  to  attend  this  meeting,  which  I  consider 
to  be  more  important  than  any  former  one;  became 
fraught  with  more  of  weal  dr  of  woe  td'theTfuturt  wel- 
fare and  respectability  of  the  great  mRJorlfjfOf  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Association.  I  cannot  therefore  allow  such  a 
momentous  occasion  to  pass, '  wlthotrftdarmtftig  s  Tew 
words  t6  my  r«p«bWd  ftUdw  rtemve^^ftef  ** 
you,  as  the  organ  of  the  Association^'  wtfilo  *et» 
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favour  either  to  iottrt  this  letter  ia  this  week's  Hum-, 
ber  of  oar  Journal,  or  reed  it  to  the  meeting,  so  that 
it  may  reach  the  eyes  or  ears  of  those  who  shall 
attend. 

"  I  have  no  wish  unnecessarily  to  deprecate  or  dis- 
parage Sir  James  Graham's  Bill  *  on  the  contrary,  I 
hare,  in  conjunction  with  my  colleagues  of  the  Coun- 
cil  of  the  British  Medical  Association*  carefully  dis- 
sected the  bill,  and  published  resolutions  giving  the 
Home  Secretary  the  full  benefit  of  all  the  yood  that 
could  be  found  in  it.  I  wish  from  my  heart  we  could 
hare  given  it  our  unqualified  approbation,  that  these 
worse  than  unprofitable  agitations  and  discussions,  so 
foreign  to  the  habits  and  pursuits  of  our  profession, 
might  have  been  for  ever  laid  at  rest.  But  on  calmly 
considering  the  measure,  the  conviction  was  forced 
upon  us,  that  its  numerous  evils,  its  glaring  defects, 
and  its  partialities  towards  certain  classes  of  the  pro- 
fession, greatly  overbalanced  the  good  which  it  con- 
tained. It  may  fairly  be  asked  why  then  try  to  modify 
and  amend  so  defective  and  injurious  a  bill  ?  Simply 
because' all  former  attempts  at  medical  legislation  by 
individual  Members  of  Parliament  have  failed ;  because 
the  sunctieb  and  support  of  Government  are  likely  to 
ensure  kssucoens;  and  moreover,  that  if  the  Govern- 
ment become  disgusted  by  anything  like  violent  or 
uameceesary  opposition,  and  the  Legislature  by.  re- 
pented fruitless  attempts,  many  years  may  elapse 
before  we  gain  even  a  moderate  measure  of  reform. 
These  considerations  I  have  no  doubt  hare  operated  in 
the  production  of  the  very  mUa\  and  I  would  any 
wimout  oftiice^  de/fo/fot  rescJutiene  which  hare  been 
passed  at  some  of  the  medical  meetings,  and  this 
brings  me  to  notice  those  about  to  be  submitted  to  the 
meeting  at  Derby. 

"  I  confess  that  I  have  read  the  *  intended  resolu- 
tions' with  no  little  regret  and  disappointment.  I  am 
quite  aware  that  my  views  of  Medicat  Reform  may  be 
more  ardent  than  those  of  our  excellent  President  and 
the  Central  Council,  though  in  all  the  important 
leading  points,  I  believe  we  perfectly  agree.  I  have 
ever  respected  the  very  caution*  (not  to  say  the  some- 
times rsssM)  policy  pursued  by  the  Reform  Committees 
and  Central'  Council,  because  doubtless  they  have 
thought  it  their  duty  to  follow,  rather  than  to  lead, 
the  cause  of  Medical  Reform;  but  I  was  scarcely 
prepared  at  such  a  critical  Juncture,  when  the  truth 
ought  to  be  boMly  and  firmly  declared,  for  resolu- 
tions so  general  as  to  lose  their  force,  so>  undecided  ae 
scarcely  to  point  to  a  single  remedy  for  our  grievances, 
and  above  all  so  laudatory  and  eulogistic  ss  to  deceive 
Sir  James  Graham  into  the  belief  that  the  1700 
members  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Asso- 
ciation, '  approve  of  the  general  spirit  and  principles 
of  the  bill,*  with  the  single  exception  of  the  want  of  a 
clause  to  restrain  unqualified  practitioners ! 

"  But  suppose  all  the  remedies  sought  for  (or  rather 
indicated)  in  these  resolutions,  and  more  boldly 
claimed  by  other  associations  and  meetings,  were  fully 
granted,  what  would  be  the  effect  of  the  bill  on  the 
profession,  but  especially  on  the  general  practitioner? 
It  must  be  evident'  to  nny  one  who  has  attentively  con- 
sidered the  bill,  and  who  has  read  the  Charter  of  the 
College  of  Surgeons,  and  tjie  by-laws  recently  enacted 
bf  the  Council  that, the  gteat  object  ofaU  this  medical 
legislation  is  to  confer  and  secure  certain  extensive 


privileges,  and  hitherto  unknown  distinctions,  on  a 
favoured  class— the  pure  surgeons  and  physicians. 
They  only  are  to  govern ;  they  only  are  to  elect,  the 
governors;  they  only  are  to  form  the  Council  of 
tjMlfei  they  only  are  to  superintend  the  education  of 
the  whole  profession;  they  only  are  to  be  teachers; 
they  only  are  to  be  examiners  ;  and  they  only  are  to 
fill  the  medical  offices  to  which  importance,  honours, 
snd  emoluments  are  attached.  Now  for  the  boons  to 
be  conferred  00  general  practitioners,  who  form,  in 
fact,  numerically,  the  profession,  and  to  whom  is  in  . 
reality  confided  the  health  of  the  vast  bulk  of  the  com- 
munity. He  is  henceforth  to  be  constituted  into  a  dis- 
tinct and  degraded  class;  he  is  only  a  general  prac- 
titioner, therefore  his  education  and  requirements  may 
easily  be  completed  at  21  years  of  age ;  he  is  unworthy 
of  a  seat  at  the  4  Council  of  Health  and  Medical 
Education ;'.  he  m  altogether. unfit  to  be  admitted  into 
the  Council  of  the  College  of  Surgeons ;  nor  can  he 
be  a  Fellow  unless  he  has  oeeo  a  dresser  or  house 
surgeon  to  a  hospital ;  he  connot.bc  a  teacher;  far  less 
can  he  be  an  examiner  ;  he  is  not  to  have  a  title,  for, 
I  presume,  he  will  be  punished  if  he  uses  one  for 
which  he  is  not  registered ;  and  licentiate  would  sound 
but  oddly  before  his  name.  He  will  be  debarred  from 
official  emoluments  as  well  as  honours,  always  except- 
ing those  of  Poor-law  Unions ;  but  uboveull,  as  he  will 
have  no  name,  neither  wtti  he-have  a  local  habitation. 
He  is  to  be  governed,  taught,  and  examined  by  other 
bodies,  but  he  is  to  belpnjg  to  qone,*  he.is.to  have  no 
representatives*  none  to  watch  aver  tea,, interests,  to 
hear  his  gqesuooes,  aad.to  redeem  t^em.  The  general 
practitioner  then,  even  under  Sir^ames  Graham's  Bill, 
with  all  the  amendments  generally,  prayed  for,  would 
be  the  same  isolated,  unsatisfied,  unrepresented,  end 
unreformed  member  of  tfia,  profession  which  he  now  is ; 
and  is  he  to  remain  contended  with  such  a  state?  I 
trust  not.  ...I--- 

"  This  naturally  lesnfeme  to  that  which  1  consider 
as  the  only  remedy  t*  prevent  she4  perpeouilon  and  the 
continuance 'of  suck  evils,  and;  In  one  word,  that  is 
xtroonpoftATiosu  TMs  i*  the  point  wbftn,  above  all, 
I  am  most  anxious  to  "impress  upon  my  fellow  mem- 
bers of  the  Provincial  Association  And  toy  t  medical 
brethren  in  the  kingdom,  I  firmly  believed  nothing 
will  save  the  general  practitioners  of  Ihls^omttry  from 
threatened  degradation  and  «ru|ni>tt  their  union  and 
incorporation  into,  a  distinct  body  (which  might  be 
called  '  the  Royal  College  of  Medicine  and  Surgery') 
with  power  to  elect  a  representative  Couhctl  and  to 
appoint  their  men  tramintrt  such  examiners  to  be 
selected  from  either  college,  or  from  their,  own  body, 
according  to  their  eminent  qualifications.1 

"  Till  very  laugy,  I  bare  cpn|en4c4  for  the  onion  of  the 
whole  prof  ettum  into  one  body  or  faculty  of  joedieine, 
and  I  still  think  this,  would  be  by  fsrthe  moat  desirable 
plan.  After  an  active  experience, ,  however,  -of  tea 
years  in  Medical  Reform  affaire*  I  am  unvnlUuglyyureee' 
to  the  conclusion*  that  with  the  feeUnga  and  actions  of 
the  Colleges,  especially  the  College  of  Surgeons,  eueh 
on  teuton  is  at  present  ta^radicaele.  I  shall  therefore* 
use  ray  best  energies  in  assisting  to  promote  the  con*, 
sojidation  of  the  general  practitioner*  into  a  body 
corporate,  and  at  once  urge  all  Medical  Reforests*  to 
pass  resolutions,  for.such  an  object,  and  to  pray  for  it 
in  all  their  petitions.     Of  course  application  for  n 
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Royal  Charter  mutt  be  nade  to  the  Crown  ia  the 
official  mealier,  and  I  am  persuaded  that  a©  Minister 
could  with  any  propriety  resist  so  Jest  and  rensenaol* 
a  prayer*  ine  MeWopolHan  Associations  T  am  eon* 
▼weed,  will  Immediately  net  la  the  matter,  sonsjwof 
them  have  already  broached  the  subject;  and  1  am 
persuaded  that  the  Society  of  Apothecaries,  from  the 
tendency  of  the  admirable  *  Address  to  the  General 
Practitioners/  which  they  hare  just  published,  would 
readily  unite  their  efforts  for  so  laudable  aad  necessary 
an  object.  I  know  also,  that  at  least  one  large  and 
influential  Association  in  Scotland,  would  Jotnue.  I 
cannot  at  present  enter  into  details,  euea  if  it  were 
prudent— these  must  be  settled  at  a  conference  of 
Members  delegated  by  the  numerous  Associations  and 
Meetings.  I  sincerely  hope  that  tnis  important  matter 
will  be  duly  considered  and  discussed  at  Derby,  first 
by  the  Council  and  then  at  the  meeting;  and  should 
the  Council  decline  to  sarin  it,  I  trust  some  gentleman 
when  you  read  this  letter  at  the  meeting  ■  (for  ifear  it 
is  too  late  for  the  Journal}  will  propose.*  resolution  on 
the  subject,  or  if  it  can  be  done  consistently  with  form 
and  the  rules  of  the  Association,  I  would  beg  you  to 
propose  the  following  as  my  resolution,  which  1  hope 
some  friend  to  the  cause  will  second.  '  "l 

Resolved— "That  it  would  tend  greatly  to  the  welfare* 
respectability,  and  usefulness  of  General  Medical 
Practitioners,  to  unite  them  into  a  separate  College 
or  Body  Corporate,  by  Royal  Charter,  with  powers 
to  manage  their  own  affairs  upon 'the  represen- 
tive  principle.  '    ' 

"  If  once  thus  united,  I  should  have  no  fears  for  the 
future  conduct  and  safety  of  general  practitioners,  and  I 
believe  nothing  would  facilitate  more  the  further  and 
more  intimate  connexion  between  them  and  the  present 
colleges,  than  the  legal  equality,  and  the  possession  of 
powers,  rights,  and  privileges,  which  a  charter  would 
confer  upon  them. 

"  Much  has  been  said  of  Sir  James  Graham's  'good 
intentions '  towards  the  profession.  I  willingly  give 
him  full  credit  for  the  very  best  intentions,  and  doubt- 
less he  is  an  honourable  and  consistent  statesman  and 
legislator,  as  his  whole  political  and  official  conduct  has 
shown.  But  we  have  fact*  to  deal  with,  as  well  as 
good  intentions,  which  are  frequently  frustrated.  Sir 
James  Graham  has  apparently  been  chiefly  guided  in 
the  formation  of  his  Bill  by  those  bodies  against  whose 
mal-administration  he  must  have  so  often  received 
complaints  trom  the  profession;  he  has  not  taken 
advice  from  the  complainants  when  offered^  to  him  with 
all  deference,  sincerity,  and  respect;  he  has  procured 
royal  charters  with  increased  privileges  and  honour  for 
the  colleges  complained  against ;  he  has  given  to  these 
very  colleges  the  power  to  continue,  to  increase,  and 
to  perpetuate  the  evils  and  injuries  complained  of;  he 
would  not  even  grant  the  modest  and  humble  request 
of  those  complaints  to  drfer  the  bestowal  of  power 
so  injurious,  until  Parliament  could  hear  both  sides  of 
the  question  and  judge  of  their  merits ;  and  lastly  he 
has,  with  his  one-sided  advisers,  concocted  a  measure, 
Which,  if  passed  into  a  law,  would  most  injuriously 
affect  the  public  health,  aad  would  utterly  ruin  and 
degrade  the  great  majority  of  the  medical  profession. 
I  now  leave  my  fellow  members  of  the  Provincial 
Association  to  judge  whether  the  resolutions  about  to 
be  submitted  to  them,  which   view  with   so  much 


'satis&cfimV  the  Bill  of  Sir  James  Graham,  and  accord 
to  him  so'  cordial  a  vote  of  thanks  lor  sue  medical 
labours,  are  exactly  those  of  which  tfcey  will  nearfHy 
approve. 

"The  bill  of  Sir  James  Graham  and  the  Charter  far 
general  practitioners  may  be  considered  and  trusted 
either  separately  or  unitedly.  The  sentiments  of  tJso 
Government  should  be  ascertained  u  to  the  biA 
{tnantm'efefy,  and  if  the  necessary  amendments  are 
refused  tt  must  ha  neatftssnd  Aswan*  as  tstv;  bat 
under  any  aicnsasjaaees  a  Charter  must  be  prayed  an*> 

or  we  ace  lost* 

u  Believe  me,  dear  Sir, 
"  Yours  faithfully, 

"GEO.  WEBSTER. 

«  Dviwicb,  Nov.  10, 1844." 

The  reading  of  Dr.  Webster's  letter  basing  beam 
concluded,  the  receipt  of  soma  others  was  announced 
to  the  meeting,  one  of  which,  from  Dr.  Jeffreys,  of 
Liverpool,  we  subjoin  :— 

"  I  have  just  now  re-read  Sir  James  Graham's  speech 
upon  the  bill,  delivered  in  bis  place  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  on  the  8th  of  August,  1844,  or  at  least 
reported  on  that  day,  and  I  am  more  aad  more  earn* 
viaeed  of  his  intentions  being  to  do  the  beet  he  cantor 
the  improvement  of  the  medical  profession*  and  think 
we  ought  to  be  deeply  grateful,  that  the  subject  has 
become  a  matter  of  parliamentary  investigation  and 
improvement,  which  we  all  know,  and  have  so  deeply 
felt,  more  or  less,  the  whole  of  our  lives.  When  the 
bill  was  read  last  Session  of  Parliament,  I  considered 
the  subject  quite  in  Us  infancy  $  such  has  proved  to  be 
the  case,  and  every  day  is  unfolding  new  and  valuable 
facts  to  assist,  if  not  to  guide,  the  most  i 
statesman  in  the  realm ;  and  I  firmly  believe  from  1 
I  have  in  my  possession,  of  at  least  sreea  members  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  that  the  bill  will  meet  with  deli* 
berate  attention,  and  that  Sir  James  will  consent  to  any 
reasonable  alterations  and  additions,  if  they  are  brought 
before  him  with  judicious  discretion.  I  perceive  hn 
is  willing  to  admit  one  or  two  provincial  practitiomnm 
into  the  Council  of  Health,  which  I  think  is  nn^jnffi* 
cient;  there  ought  to  be  four,  if  not  five,  for  east,  west, 
north,  south,  and  midland  districts,  which  idea  is  quite 
in  harmony  with  the  constitution  of  the  kingdom,  and 
found  absolutely  necessary  for  wise  legislation  on 
other  subjects," 

Dr.  Hastings  then  pxooeeded  with-  his  i 
Ha  bad  shown  that  the  resolutions  snready 
the  meeting  had  Hot  been  concocted  to  express  merely 
the  opinion  of  the  Council,  but  the  voice  of  the  I860 
Members  who  constituted  the  Association;  and  ha 
might  say,  they  were  met  together  on  that  occasion 
with  the  desire  to  obtain  a  modification  of  Sir  Jamea 
Graham's  Bill.  There  were  three  ianportant  prinripsss 
which  had  been  contended  for  by  the  Association  j— 
uniform  and  efficient  qualification  in  every  branch  of 
medical  science ;  equal  right  for  all  so  qualified  to 
practise  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  her  Majesty'a 
dominions ;  the  adoption  of  the  representative  system 
in  the  formation  of  the  Councils  or  pjoveruiaj  hnriiray 
Now,  he  thought,  with  regard  to  the  nest  of 
principles,  uniform  efficient  qualification  In 
branch  of  the  medical  profession,  was  ensured  throngo) 
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the  Council  of  Health, and  tjie  second  was.  fatty  car- 
riedoutin.th*bfU,  V     /     ... 

With  respect  to  the  constitution  of  the  Council 
Of  Health,  he  would  maintain  '  that  ft  was  posi- 
tively necessary  to  connect  it  with  the  Govern- 
ment, for  by  that  means  alone  conld  they  hope  to 
carry  out  those  alterations  in  the  profession  which 
wore  so  much  wanted  in  Great  Britain.  Theseforc  tin 
abjections  of  those  who  were  opposed  to  the  measure 
being  a  Government  measure,  were  quite  untenable, 
because  It  was  impossible  to  carry  out  the  neces- 
sary reforms  without  Government  assistance:  they 
should  certainly  want  the  assistance  of  the  Mttietry. 
Having  disposed  of  that  objection,  he  would  now  refer 
to  the  formation  of  the  Council.  Who  were  more 
qualified  effectively  to  fill  this  office  than  the  Regius 
Professors  of  the  Universities  of  Great  Britain— men 
who  stood  at  the  head  of  their  profession — at  the  head 
of  the  liberal  sciences?  None  could  be  more  proper 
than  they  were  to  fill  that  important  situation.  It  was 
•  moat  fcffoutaUe  point  in  Sir  James  Graham's  Bill, 
that  It  secured  to  the  medical  profession  a  represent** 
dive  system  of  government,  though  there  was  one 
point  which  was  a  great  omission,  and  which  he  would 
presently  notice*  Six  members  of  the  Council  of 
Health  would  be  elected  from  the  profession,  from 
the  Colleges  of  England,  8cotland,  and  Ireland. 
These  would  well  and  truly  represent  the  physicians 
«nd  surgeons ;  but  there  was  injustice  done  to  the 
great  body  of  general  practitioners,  for  Oey  would 
not  be  properly  represented  In  that  Council.  Sir 
James  Graham'a  Bill  gave  a  efofttf  to  the  physicians 
and  surgeons  which  it  denied  to  the  general  prac- 
titioners. This  should  not  be.  They  had  as  much 
right  to  be  represented  in  the  Council  of  Health,  as 
the  otter  parties.  The  coiurttution  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession should  he  a  free  and  liberal  constitution,  in- 
cluding alike  physicians,,  surgeons,  and  general  prac- 
titioners; and  any  minister  stopping  short  of  this, 
giving  more  privileges  to  the  former  classes  than  to  the 
latter,  would  do  wrong,  He-  could  not  believe  any 
•edsghtened  statesman  would  do  it.  He  could  not 
believe  that  Sir  James  Graham  would  for  one  moment 
lieoitate  on  this  point.  He  had  shown  himself  an 
•enlightened  minister  of  the  Crown,  and  he  would 
never  refuse  to  nineteen  twentieths  of  the  practitioners 
-a>f  the  kingdom,  what  he  would  grant  to  the  other 
twentieth.  It  was  a  pity  that  when  Sir  James  Graham's 
Bill  was  forming,  some  one  was  not  near  to  whisper 
Into  his  ear,  that  there  was  a  large  body  of  pnsctitfoaerc 
lathe  kingdom  whose  inters 

He  thought  he  had  now  so  far  disposed  of  this  ques- 
*3on  ea  to  show  that  Ac  Constitution  of  the  Council  of 
Health  was  upon  the  whole  calculated  to  promote 
great  general  good;  and  if  Sir  James  Graham  would 
only  give  way  a  little  in  the  formation  of  that  Council, 
49  such  advice  as  .might  be  given  him  by  individuals 


who  know  the  feelings  of  the  great  body  of  the  pep- 
(avion,  on  the  subject,  it  wQul&he  thought,  he  all  that 
could  t*  u^hed.  The,  attentat  jay  sale,  should  be 
mean  and  ho  thought  there  waa  no  reason  to  despair. 
He  would  say  no  more  on  the  subject  of  the  Council 
of  Health,  except  that  its  other  members  should  be 
appointed  by  the  Crown  j  and  he  maintained  that  the 
frown  should  have  some  connection  with,  and  influ- 
ence in,  the  formation  of  this  Council.  Some  of  its 
members  would  hare  a  stated  maintenance  from  the 
Crown,  and  therefore  the  Crown  ought  to  have  the 
appointment  of  some  of  its  members.  Some'  might 
say  that  this  point  mljrht  be  abused  on  political  grounds, 
but  he  thought  no  right- minded  gentleman  would  ever 
for  a  moment  think  of  displacing  a  member  of  the 
Council,  simply  because  he  might  chance  to  be  a  Whig 
or  a  Tory,  as  the  case  might  be. 

Then,  with  regard  to  the  capability  of  the  Council  of 
Health  to  produce  uniformity  of  qualification.  This 
is  very  clearly  pledged  by  the  bill,  in  the  19th  clause. 
For  the  satisfaction  of  those  who  doubted  this  he 
would  read  the  clause — 

"  And  be  it  eaacted,  that  the  said  several  colleges 
shall  from  time  to  time  when  required  by  the  saM 
Council,  prepare  and  lay  before  the  said  Council  a 
scheme  or  schemes  of  the-cousae  of  study  and  particu- 
lars of  the  examination  to  be  gone  through  by  all  per- 
sons applying  to  such  colleges  respectively  for  letters 
testimonial  as  physician,  or,  surgeon,  or  licentiate,  and 
of  the  fees  to  be  taken  for  examination  and  admission 
into,  the  said  several  colleges  respectively ;  and  the 
said  Council  shall  be  empowered  to  make  from  time  to 
time  such  changes  in  any  of  the  schemes  so  laid 
before  them  as  to  the  said  Council  shall  seem  expe- 
dient ;  and  the  said  Council  shall  endeavour  to  procure, 
as  far  as  is  practicable  and  convenient,  that  the  quali- 
fications and  fees  for  the  mid4  testimonials  shall  be 
uniform,  according  to  the  nature  thereof  throughout 
the  said  united  kingdom." 

He  thought  it  was  quite  clear  from  Oils  clause  that 
the  Council  would  be  pledged  to  produce  uniformity 
of  qualification.    This  wasa  most  important  .point. 

The  next  point  he  would,  bring  before  the  meeting, 
after  uniformity  of.  qualification*  was  the  right,  to 
practice  in  every  part  •  of'  the  dominions  of  Great 
Britain.  The  old  law,  on  this  point,  was  one  of  the 
most  mischievous  ever  framed;  its  principle  was  bad; 
and  he  had  no  doubt  that  from.it  had  arisen  most  of 
the  jealousies  and  heart-burnings  which  had  taken 
place  among  member*  of  the  medical  profession  It 
was  not  right  that  a  man  should  go  through  an  expen- 
sive education,  and  settle  down  to  practise  in  Eng- 
land ;  but  afterwards,  if  occasion  required  him  to  cross 
the  water,  and  go  to  Ireland^,  he  should  not  be  able 
legally  to  practise  there  without  going  through  another 
examination.  It  was  well  known  that  there  are  at 
present  numbers  of  physicians  practising  in  England 
holding  Scotch  diplomas.  They  could  not  do  this 
legally— at  least  not  more  legally  than  custom  caused 
it  to  be.    What  an  anomaly  it  seemed  that  a  j 
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north  of  the  Tweed  should  bo  qualified  to  net  as-  a 
physician,  hot  that  when  ten  yard*  on  the  opposite 
side,  he  should  be  incepeM«  of  legally  following  bis 
profession !  Sir  James  Graham's  Bill  got  rid  etati* 
anomaly;  the  English  would  then  recognize  the  I»i*h 
and  Scotch  physicians,  and  they  would  get  rid  of  the 
heart-burnings,  and  jealousies  which  too  often  spring 
up  among  them. 

The  next  point  of  consideration  was  the  adoption  of 
the  representatire  system  in  the  constitution  of  their  go- 
verning bodies.  Sir  James  Graham  had  also  given  this 
point  full  consideration.  The  charter  of  the  College  of 
Surgeons  bad  been  much  abused,  but  the  abuse  W  ft 
rested  with  the  surgeons  themselves,  no  fault  belonged  j 
to  Sir  James  Graham.  If  they  pursued  such  a  course  j 
as  rendered  the  new  charter  nugatory  the  fault  was 
not  with  Sir  James  Graham.  It  was  however  an  evil 
only  for  the  present  day ;  when  a  few  years  had  passed 
away,  the  Council  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  would 
then  represent  the  great  body  of  that  branch  of  the 
medical  profession  in  Great  Britain.  With  respect*  to 
the  College  of  Hiysician*  the  Council  or  governing 
body  would  be  representative ;  but  when  elected,  they 
would  not  follow  the  bad  example  of  the  College  of  Sur- 
geons, and  'make  themselves  elected  for  life.  And  if 
the  scheme  for  the  incorporation  of  the  general  prac- 
titioners were  carried  into  effect,  every  grade  of  the 
profession  would'  then  be  represented  in  the  great 
Council. 

•  However  some  persons  might  be  disposed  to  say 
that  Sir  James  Graham  had  not  given  a  fair  biD,  or 
a  fair  share  of  attention  to  the  subject,  it  was  still 
true  that  there  was  great  credit  due  to  him  -9  for  so  far 
as  he  (Dr.  Hastings)  had  hitherto  gone,  the  acknow- 
ledged principles  of  the  Association  were  embodied  in 
the  bill,  and  their  wishes  attended  to.  Several  months 
ago,  or  about  that  time,  the  Association  requested  Sir 
James  Graham1  to  bring  in  a  bill  into  the  House  of 
Commons,  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  medical 
profession.  He  did  so  shortly  afterwards.  Was  not 
this  attending  to  the  wishes  of  the  Association  ? 
Great  credit  was  due  to  him  for  bis  promptness,  and 
also  for  bis  being  the  first  .minister  of  the  Crown  who 
had  endeareured  to  make  the  medical  profession 
worthy  of  the -country. 

He  was  sorry,  however,  to  come  now  to  one  or  two 
points  which  were  not  so  pleasing.  He  gave  Sir  James 
Graham  great  credit  for  the  desire  to  please,  and  con- 
sidering the  difficulties  he  had  to  encounter,  he  had 
done  great  things.  He  had  been  placed  in  a  somewhat 
similar  situation  to  an  architect,  who  had  a  new  build- 
ing to  erect  and  join  to  an  old  one,  withont  destroying 
its  former  character ;  and  every  one  who  knew  anything 
about  the  matter,  would  be  aware  that  it  would  be  an 
easier  task  to  putt  down  the  old  buildine;  entfeely,  than 
to  join  a  new  one  to  it.  Sir  James  Graham  had  acted 
according  to  their  wishes  as  far  as  he  knew  them.    He 


bad-been  naftettew  ne^tt>«oin#ay>wlth  tiafeu  iasu- 
intone;  a^Msio*:do8».afe\>iIedlfe  Men  requested 
to  cui*wey  the  old  inststsrion*  eatMys  arid  to  make 
.new  one*  h»  Would  doubtless  have  made  diem  good 
.ones,  Bu*3ir  must  .he  remembered,  that  this  question 
pf, medical,  reform  was  not  like  an  abstract  mathe- 
matical question,  which  -might  be  determined  by  certain 
fixed  rules;  and  as  might  almost  be  expected,  them 
wart  sevesai  very  iniachkrons  .points  m  Sir  James 
Graham's  Bill,  which  .would,  if  carried  into  effect, 
work  agaeat  amount  of  erik  He  was  exceedingly 
sojrry  he  eeuld  not  give  the  Bill  hi*  unqualified  appro- 
bation ;  hut  he  must  of  necessity  say,  that  if  the  biU 
were  carried  withont  a  protective  clause,  the  whole  of 
the  good  it  contemplated  would  be  utterly  nullified. 
The  great  eril  of  the  medical  profession  was  ill  con- 
fusion j  and  if  the  bill  wojsestion  paused  in  Its  present 
shape,  it  would  make  cortfution  icwrje  mfvud;  because 
it  would  legally  establish  two  classes  of  practitioners— 
the  registered  and  the  unregistered ;  and  the  latter 
would  be  just  as  legally  qualified  to  practise  ss  the 
former*  But  Sir  J.  Graham  asserted  that  the  Bill  did  ghe 
protection.  He  said— "  I  give  you— the  registered— dl 
the  public  appointments  5  I  give  you  the  poor-homes, 
the  hospitals,  the  army  and  navy,  &c,  all  of  which  sit 
very  honourable  appointments." — True,  but  not  very 
profitable ;  and  as  no  man,  nor  set  of  men  could  five 
long;  upon  honour  alone,  the  matter  of  public  ap- 
pointments must  be  put  completely  out  of  the  question. 
Then  came  the  nutter  of  private  practice  ;  aad  in  tan 
the  unregistered  would  have  just  as  good  a  chance  ss 
the  registered.  The  unregistered  prsctteitmner  would 
tell  people  he  could  cure  them,  caring  little  whether 
he  did  or  not,  so  that  he  got  the  profit,  and  people 
would  believe  him.  Poor  deluded  John  Bull— easy, 
kind-hearted,  unsuspecting,  good  old  man— would  aster 
suspect  that  his  neighbour  would  wrong  him;  and 
giving  implicit  credence  to  his  assertions,  would  after- 
wards suffer  for  it.  Thus  the  measure  would  be  pro- 
ductive of  much  mischief.  If  A,  or  B,  or  C.  asserted  lie 
could  cure  a  man,  when  in  reality  he  could  not,  sad 
still  were  allowed  to  try,  the  lives  of  the  public  would 
be  constantly  in  danger— therefore,  it  became  necessary 
to  the  security  of  the  public,  that  certain  qualifications 
should  be  possessed  by  every  man  who  might  take  upon 
himself  the  important  office  of  a  practitioner  of  medi- 
cine. Now,  suppose  a  man  possessing  a  certain 
amount  of  medical  knowledge  should  establish  a  cheap 
medical  school  in  the  metropolis,  there  would  soon  be 
a  number  of  scholars  ready  to  go  out  to  the  provinces, 
and  practice  as  others.  What  would  be  the  conse- 
quence ?  They  being  only  half  educated,  could  afford 
to  take  lower  fees,  and  thus  at  the  same  time  injure 
the  public  and  the  registered  members  of  the  profes- 
sion. These  half-educated  or  tm-educated  men  would 
have  just  as  good  a  chance  of  success' as  those  who  had 
gone  through  an  expensive  course  of  study.  Vsk  ess 
no  itoouary  speculation,  but  an  event  almost  certain 
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to  happen.  Bet  it  hed-beeer  Mil  that  Sir  James 
Graham  gave  the  profession  the  s4vanfcege  of  doing 
away  with  foreign  diploma*.  Tbc  fleet  was,  Sir 
James  Graham's  Bill  made  the  ftpleota  syatem 
worse  thaa  ever.  A.  B*  an  unqualified  msficalman, 
had  only  to  write  to  certain  parties,  and  a  diploma 
might  easily  be  got  for  £30  or  £4%\  giving  the  unre- 
gistered physician  Just  as  good  a  ohanoe  as  the  regis* 
tered.  These  were  evils  which,  if  pointed  oat  to  Sir 
James  Graham,  there  was  little  doubt  but  that  he 
would  endeavour  to  obviate.  They  could  not  expect 
the  evils  to  be  entirely  removed ;  the  best  police  force 
in  the  kingdom  could  not  entirely  put  a  stop  to  the 
committal  of  crime,  nor  the  revenue  officers  pat 
an  entire  atop  to  smuggling,  but  they  could  dmmkk 
it*  and  it  was  the  opinion  of  one  of  the  greatest 
lawyers  of  the  age,  Sir  Thomas  Wilde,  the  late  Attor- 
ney-General,  that  the  evtts  he  had  Just  been  com* 
plaining  against,  permitted  by  Sir  James  Graham's 
Bill,  might  he  diminished,  but  not  entirely  removed. 
The  medical  gentlemen  of  Worcester  had  written  to 
Sir  Thomas  Wilde,  and  they  bad  with  much  pleasure 
received  a  letter  from  him,  from  which  it  appeared 
that  he  coincided  entirely  with  the  views  of  the  Asso- 
ciation.   He  would  read  the  letter : — 

<(  November  11,1844. 

Sir,—"  I  am  honoured  by  your  letter  of  the  8th  inst., 
ic  reference  to  the  bill  introduced  by  Sir  James 
Graham  for  Medical  Reform.  I  beg  you  to  assure  the 
many  and  so  highly  respectable  Members  of  the  pro- 
fesssion  in  Worcester  and  its  neighbourhood,  whose 
names  are  enumerated  in  your  letter,  that  I  shall  pay 
the  utmost  attention  to  their  views,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
shall  be  iound  acting  in  accordance  with  their  wishes. 

It  is  not  probable  that  I  shall  be  in  Worcester  before 
the  discussion  of  the  measure  in  the  ensuing  Session, 
but  if  any  deputation  from  Worcester  shall  visit 
London  when  such  discussion  comes  on,  I  shall  be 
most  happy  to  confer  with  its  Members. 
"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

"  Your  most  obedient  and  faithful  servant, 

"THOS.  WILDE, 
"  9,  Serjeants'  Inn,  Temple. 

"Dr.  P.  Henry  Williams,  Worcester." 

Now,  this  letter  was  a  most  important  document, 
because  it  was  from  one  of  the  greatest  lawyers  of  the 
day,  and  showed  that  he  saw  no  difficulty  in  the  way  of 
introducing  a  clause  into  Sir  James  Graham's  Bill, 
for  the  purpose  of  restraining  unqualified  practi- 
tioners; and  be  hoped  the  Association  would  be  able 
to  carry  out  their  views. 

Dr.  Hastings  stated  that  he  had  now  gone  through 
what  he  considered  the  most  important  principles  of 
the  bill,  both  as  to  what  appeared  to  him  worthy  the 
support  of  the  Association,  and  what  was  objectionable. 
The  great  and  leading  defect  of  the  bill  was  the  want 
of  legal  protection.  He  bad  detained  the  meeting  a 
very  long  time,  but  it  was  a  very  important  occasion, 
and  that  must  plead  his  excuse. 

The  Association  bad  been  formed  not  for  any  one 


branch  of  the  medical  profession,  but  to  unite  the 
three  branches,  physicians,  surgeons,  and  general  practi- 
tioners more  closely.  TheAssociationattendednottothe 
tdutefesaof  one  class  only,  but  to  those  of  the  whole.  He 
wished  on  all  occasions  to  maintain  the  dignity  of  the 
ayqfrsswn,  not  the  dignity  of  this  class  or1  that  class, 
bee  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  great  and  noHe 
profession  to  which  they  belonged.  He  would  say 
this,  that  in  Sir  James  Graham's  Bill  he  could  per* 
ceive  the  germ  of  a  better  order  of  things.  Much  of 
that  bill  every  enlightened  medical  practitioner  might 
approve  j  and  it  was  deeply  to  be  regretted  that  that 
approbation  could  not  extend  to  the  whole  of  the 
bill.  But  still  when  he  looked  at  the  kind  feeling  which 
had  animated  Sir  James  Graham  on  the  question  of 
Medical  Reform,  he  considered  there  was  much  reason 
for  hope,  and  they  certainly  stood  on  vantage  ground* 
It  had  been  the  desire  of  the  Council,  ever  since  the 
formation  of  the  Association,  to  maintain  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  the  profession,  and  to  obtain  order  and 
regularity  in  what  had  been  a  dark,  confused,  incon- 
gruous mass.  A  brighter  sun  was  rising  upon  them 
now;  the  dark  cloud  was  about  to  be  dispelled  ;  and 
it  waa  a  proud  day  to  him  to  think  that,  after  the 
labours  of  twelve  years,  they  had  met  together  to 
witness  the  bright  prospect  opening  noon  them.  There 
wee  one  thing  he  much  regretted  on  the  present  occa- 
sion—the absence  of  his  late  lamented  friend,  Doctor 
Barlow,  who  had  long  been  a  worker  with  himself  in 
the  important  objects  of  the  Association,  and  who 
would  have  been  highly  gratified  to  see  the  present 
state  of  their  prospects.  Let  the  members  of  the 
Association  ever  remember  that  they  were  united 
together  as  friends  and  brethren ;  let  them  continue 
animated  by  one  spirit ;  and  whatever  might  be  the 
fate  of  the  present  resolutions,  or  oC  Sir  James 
Graham's  Bill,  let  them  remain  true  to  themselves,  do 
their  best  to  promote  the  advancement  of  medical  science, 
and  to  alleviate  the  pangs  of  suffering  humanity.  He 
bad  great  pleasure  in  moving  the  first  resolution  :— 

"That  the  Association  testify  their  satisfaction  that 
a.bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  Medical  Education 
and  Practice  lias  been  lsid  before  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  that  opportunity  is  afforded  to  the 
members  of  the  medical  profession  for  considering  its 
provisions  previous  to  its  passing  into  a  law." 

Mr.  Soden,  of  Bath,  rose  to  second  the  resolution. 
He  considered  mueh  had  been  done  by  the  Govern* 
ment  for  the  medical  profession ;  and  he  thought  they 
were  much  indebted  to  Sir  James  Graham,  not  only 
for  bringing  in  this  bill,  but  for  bringing  it  in  at  a 
late  period  of  the  session  of  parliament,  giving  ample 
time  for  the  consideration  of  its  details.  Their  worthy 
Pmsfdent  had  stated  that  there  were  great  merits  in 
thetft);  he  himself  believed  that  the  establishment  of 
a  Council  of  Health  waa  the  most  important  and 
benefloml  measure  ever  proposed  for  the  pveraues* 
if  the  medical  ptomssion.  He  thought  there  ought  to 
be  some  restriction,  however,  as  to  to  the  practice  of 
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unqualified  practitioners,;  otherwise  the,  bil)  wonldV  be 
somewhat  similar  in  its  operation  to  the  assertion  of 
the  Tendor  of  certain  quack  medicines,  thai  he  could 
tender  harmless  the  viper's  bite.  He  had  great  .f  !*%< 
tare  in  seconding  the  resolution  which  Dr.  Hastings 
had  proposed. 

The  Chairman,  having  put  the  resolution  to  the 
meeting,  aaked  if  any  gentleman  wished  to  make  any 
remarks  f 

Mr.  Martin,  of  Beigate,  rose,  and  offered  some 
observations,  man y  of  which,  from  the  position  in 
which  he  stood,  and  the  low  tone  in  which  he  spoke, 
we  much  regret  were  lost.  He  wax  however  under, 
stood  to  say,  that  he  dissented  from  the  opinion  held  by 
some,  that  the  proposed  Council  of  Health  should  liare 
the  power  of  licensing  practitioners ;— and  he  should 
recommend  the  general  practitioners  of  this ,  kingdom 
to  be  satisfied  with  no  measure  which  did  not  give  the 
examination  of  licentiates,  and  the  granting  of  licenses, 
entirely  into  their  hands.  He  said  this  out  of  no  dis- 
respect to  the  physicians  and  surgeons;  but  it  was  his 
firm  conviction  that  if  the  licensing  of  general  practi- 
tioners were  not  left  to  the  general  practitioners  them- 
selves,  that  class  of  the  profession  would  in  the  course 
■of  a  few  years  be  quite  destroyed.  (No,  no.)  But  he  felt 
sure  it  would  be  so ;  and  he  thoughtU  right  to  say,  that  the 
Apothecaries'  Company  ought  to  be  the  examining  body. 
They  had  been  long  and  undeservedly  abused,  and  he 
hoped  the  time  was  coming  when  (hey  would  be  res- 
pected as  they  ought  to  be.  There  were  three  points 
which  he  hoped  to  see  Introduced  into  Sir  James 
Graham's  bill  before  it  passed  into  law;  and  these 
points  he  should  embody  in  an  amended  resolution  on 
the  present  occasion.  They  were,  first,  the  doing 
away  with  all  previous  Acts  of  Parliament  on  medical 
affairs:  second,  the  doing  away  with  the  erroneous 
constitution  of  the  Council  of  Health ;  an  J,  third, 
that  the  examination  and  licensing  of  general  practi- 
tioners be  left  in  the  hands  of  men  of  their  own  grade. 
These  were  the  three  points  to  which  he  wished  to 
■draw  particular  attention.  No  solicitor,  as  was  well 
known,  could  act  without  being  duly  qualified.  Was 
the  law,  then,  of  more  importance  in  che  eye  of  the 
Legislature,  than  the  11  res  of  our  fellow  creatures! 
Even  the  manufacturers  of  silver  plate  must  be  duly 
qualified,  and  no  man  dare  pilot  a  ship  down  the 
river  without  having  been  previously  examined  as  to 
his  qualification;  and  only  the  other  day,  as  it  were, 
an  Act  was  passed  which  made  it  unlawful  for  a  man 
to  act  as  a  surveyor  without  having  been  previously 
examined;  and  pronounced  duly  qualified.  If  such 
men  as  these  must  not  act  without  having  passed  an 
examination,  was  it  reasonable  to  allow  unqualified  or 
unexamined  persons  to  act  in  the  important  science  of 
medicine  *  Certainly  not.  8uch  persons  were  now  called 
quacks ;  and  if  in  future  such  practice  were  legalised, 
medicine  would  be  altogether  a  literal  quackery.  Mr. 
Martin  then  eulogised  the  Apothecaries'  Company  in 
strong  terms*  stating  that  he  thought  the  granting  of 
Imenses  to  pnectitioners  ought- to  he  left  entieely  in 
their  hands;  and  concluded  byjnevjngjsm  asaanimd* 
resolution  which  embodied  the  thieeuehats  to  which 
he  had  previously  drawn,  attention* 
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the  BUI  (iFjtoibtimiHpWm******  I 
and  Practice,  so  tc*ttjpeostoYvfi**  at  length  beeolsid 
before  the  House  of  Commons,  and  that  opportunity 
isatfemfeftotbe  members  of  flie  medical  profession 
for  considering  its  provisions. 

"That  while  thus  expressing  their,  satisfaction  that 
the  subject  of  medical  poti ty  and  education  has  bees 
brought  before  the  Legislature,  the  Association  con- 
aider  the  present  bill  to  be  so  objectionable  inmaay  of 
its  provisions,  that  it  were  far  better,  both  for  the  pro- 
fession and  the  public,  that  medical  legislation  renuLwd 
as 'at  present,  than  that  this  bin  should  pass  into  a  law. 

u  That  the  Association  view  with  alarm  and  .deep 
regret,  that  part  of  the  bill  which  proposes  tfi  abolish 
all  restriction  in  the  practice  of  medicine,  by  unqualified 
and  Unlicensed  persons ;  and  that  although  there  may 
be  reason  to  doubt  the  practteatjflity  ct  altogether 
preventing  unlicensed  practice  by  general  enactment, 
yet  the  Association  are  of  opinion,  that  the  illegality 
of  such  practice  should  be  unequivocally  declared, 
and  some  simple  and  elective  means  of  lestrsiit 
adopted. 

*  That  the  Association  approve  of  the*  formation  of 
a  Comdl  of  Health  and  of  Medical  Education,  tf 
propeeiy  constituted;  but  are  of  opinion  that  the 
Council,  aa  profound  by  she  bill,  would  neither  season; 
nor  deserve,  the  confidence  of  the  profession.  Being 
composed  exclusively  of  physicians  and  surgeons, 
it  would  neither  represent  the  interests,  nor  expect 
the  wishes,  of  the  great  body  of  medics}  petitioners 
throughout  the  kingdom. 

"That  the  proposed  removal  of  the  superintendence 
of  the  education  of  general  practitioners,  or  licentiates, 
from  a  body  emanating  from  their  own  class  to  the 
Colleges  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  is  calculated  » 
excite  great  alarm  in  the  minds  of  general  practi- 
tioners, aa  they  cannot  but  apprehend,  as  the  result  of 
such  removal,  the  introduction  into  the  profession  of  i 
body  of  licentiates  possessing  an  inferior  degree  of 
attainment,  and  the  consequent  depreciation  of  their 
class  in  public  estimation. 

"  That,  moreover  the  cordiality  and  .good  feeling 
which  ought  to  exist  between  the  different  classes  of 
practitioners  in  medicine,  and  which  are  essential  to 
their  usefulness  to  society,  cannot  be  maintained 
unless  these  classes,  which  have  been  created  by  the 
public  wants,  are  independent  of  each  other,  in  their 
educational  and  internal  arrangements. 

"  That,  the  Association  approve  of  those  parts  of 
the  hill  which  propose  to  establish  a  uniform  standard 
of  education  and  qualification,  and  the  right  to  prac- 
tise by  all  qualified  persons  without  respect  to  local 
privileges,  provided  such  uniformity  is  not  attained  by 
a  depreciation  of  the  standard  of  knowledge. 

t  "That  as  the  Association  consider  the  defects  in  the 
(present  bill  to  be  of  the  greatest  importance,  they  will 
'terenuousry  oppose  any  bill  which  may  be  introduced 
in  the*  next  or  in  a  future  Session  of  Parliament,  which 
may  contain  similar  provisions;  but  will  give  their 
earnest  and  cordial  support  to  a  bill  which  may  provide 
for  the  wants  and  safety  of  the  «uoJ»4  and  respect  the 
juat  rights  of  all  classes  of  the  prefMoa. 
"That,  as  it  is  to  be  presumed,  that  Sir  Aunts 
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Mr.  Stedmanj  of  tSirfl&ford,  secopa'eA  tfce  amend- 
ment 

Mr.  Husband,  of  York,  thought  that  the  general 
practitioner*  sbeurdnave  tome  share  Itt  the  examining 
of  licentiates  of  meuietavand  granting  the  license  for 
general  practice,  though  it  would  not  he  well  to  leave 
that  power  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Apothecaries' 
Company,  at  had  been  before  spoken  of.  He  regretted 
that  he  was  obliged  to  leave  the  meeting,  but  before 
doing  so  begged  to  express  his  concurrence  in  the 
resolutlens  sanctioned  by  the  Council  as  those  to  be 
brought  before  then* 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Derby,  said  he  had  derived  much 
pleasure  from  the  eloquent  speech  of  Dr.  Hastings,  and 
in  many  points  he  quite  agreed  with  him ;  but  he  de- 
ferred from  him  in  the  remarks  he  made  respecting  the 
necessity  of  the  protection  of  the  legislature  for  the 
medical  profession*  Ho  was  himself  anything  but  an 
abolitionist  with  regard  to  protection  In  a  general  way, 
hat  in  tins-Instance  the  case  was  different,  and  ho  dif- 
fered from  Dr.  Hastings  <on  that  point  But  what  were 
the  real  facte  of  the  easel  He  asserted  thttSirJemes 
QaaaaaVa  BiM  did  give  protection— not  affirmative 
protection,  perhaps— but  still  it  gave  negative  protec- 
tion. It  wsn  assuredly  strong  negative  protection  that 
unregistered  persons  were  disqualified  from  taking 
appointments  In  the  hospitals,  the  poor-houses,  the  army 
and  navy,  fee.  Dr.  Hastings  had  said  that  the  appoint. 
i  is  the-publie  hospitals,  and  other  institutions, 
of  them  merely  appointments  of  honour, 
returning  little  or  no  profit.  He  should  think,  at  any 
rate,  the  doctor  forgot  the  army  and  navy.  Then, 
again,  did  Dr.  Hastings  suppose  that  a  well-educated 
man,  having  passed  through  the  higher  branches  of 
knowledge  could  be  such  a  good,  kind-hearted, 
easy  fool,  as  he  had  represented  poor  John  Bull  to  bet 
For  his  own  part,  he  should  be  sorry  to  say  so  in  the 
presence  of  suoh  a  company  of  gentlemen  as  the  pre- 
sent! Mr.  Johnson  then  referred  to  the  frequent 
practice  of  the  druggists  in  prescribing  and  making  up 
medicines ;  and  stated  that  it  was  his  opinion  they  did 
more  micfafef  than  all  the  quacks  and  other  unqualified 
persons  put  together. 

The  Chairman  then  put  Mr.  Martin's  amendment  to 
the  meeting,  which,  was  not  approved,  only  one  hand 
being  held  up  in  favour  of  it,  and  the  original  motion 
was  then  put,  and  carried  almost  unanimously. 

Dr.  Williams,  of  Nottingham,  briefly  expressed  hie 
concurrence  in  the  resolutions  read  by  the  President  of 
the  Council,  and  concluded  by  moving—* 

"  That  this  satisfaction  is  increased  by  observing, 
that  an  approach  to  a  uniform  standard  of  education 
and  qualification,  and  the  right  to  practice  by  all 
qualified  persons,  without  respect  to  local  privileges- 
principles  for  the  recognition  of  which  the  Association 
has  on  various  occasions  contended,  and  especially  rn 
petitions  to  the  Legislature,  and  memorials  to  her 
Majesty's  GovernmeUV-are  two  of  the  great  leading 
principles  of  the  measure." 


Mr.  Douglas  Fox,  ot  Derby,  seconded  the  resolu-' 
tion.  He  approved  of  the  general  provisions  of  the 
bfU  of  Sir  James  Graham,  and  thought  that  a  largo 
debt  vf  'gratitude  was  due  to  him  for  the  interest  he  had 
taken  in  the  welfare  of  tho  profession.  But  at  the 
same  time  there  were  several  points  in  the  bill  which 
•required  amendment.  He  would  not  particularise 
them,  however,  for  he  so  nearly  coincided  in  what  Dr. 
Hastings  had  said,  that  he  felt  it  unnecessary  to  do  so  $ 
but  he  might  state  that  it  was  his  opinion  quack 
.practices  could  not  he  put  down,  nor  could  tho 
druggist  he  prevented  dispensing  and  prescribing  his 
[medicines  ;  still  something  ought  to  be  done  to  prevent 
•persons  practising  in  the  profession  who  were  not  duly 
(authorized.  However  strange  it  might  appear  to  some, 
;tbere  were  many  persons  in  existence  In  the  towns  and 
'villages  of  England  who  absolutely  required  protec- 
tion  In  medical  affairs;  who,  through  gross  ignorance, 
or  some  other  influence,  employed  unqualified  men  In 
: preference  to  others.  He  would  mention  one  glaring' 
instance  of  this  kind,  which  happened  under  his  own' 
knowledge,  not  a  very  long  time  since.  An  unqualified 
■person  was  sent  for  hy  a  woman  who  was  exceedingly 
,ill;  be  went ;  the  case  turned  out  to  be  a  case  of  abor- 
tion ;  and  this  unqualified  practitioner  acted  with  such 
jignorance  that  the  woman  died  in  the  course  of  a  few 
'minutes.  An  inquest  was  held  at  his  own  instance 
lover  the  body ;  the  result  was  a  verdict  ot  manslaughter 
jgiven  against  the  "practitioner,*  and  he  was  com* 
imitted  for  trial.  He  was,  however,  balled  out;  and 
jthen  came  the  pith  of  the  whole  affair— he  returned  to 
jthe  same  town,  and,  before  his  trial,  was  actually  sent 
'for  by  several  women  to  attend  them  during  their  con- 
finement, in  preference  to  regularly  qualified  men !  1  T 
li  might  be  said,  if  John  Bull  was  suoh  a  fool  as  this, 
why  let  him  suffer  /or  bis  folly.  But  it  was  much 
better  that  the  public  should  be  altogether  protected 
from  such  mischievous  practitioners;  at  any  rate, 
such  protection  would  prevent  a  large  amount  of 
mischief  being  done.  He.  would  strongly  recommend 
that  some  short,  easy,  and  unexpenslve  plan  should  bo 
devised  for  proceeding  against  those  persons  who  prac- 
tised without  being  qualified,  and  perhaps,  by  such 
means,  they  might  succeed  in  a  great  measure  in 
remedying  the  evil  so  justly  complained  of.  He  had 
great  pleasure  in  seconding  the  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

Mr.  Hey,  of  Leeds,  then  rose,  and  moved  the  third 
resolution, — 

"  That  further  to  ensure  the  object  of  a  sufficient 
uniform  primary  qualification  for  every  medical  prac- 
titioner, without  which  the  equal  right  to  practice  every 
department  of  the  profession  ought  not  to  be  conceded, 
it  seems  desirable  that  the  diploma  of  Licentiate  of 
Medicine  should  be  required  of  all  who  may  hereafter 
propose  to  enter  the  profession,  and  previously  to  their 
being  entitled  to  claim  admission  to  register  in  any  other 
grade." 

He  could  not  imagine  this  resolution  would  meet 
with  opposition  from  any  party.  The  concluding  terms 
of  it  recognised  different  grades  of  the  profession ;  and 
as  the  access  to  higher  grades  ought  only  to  be  oh- 
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tained  through  the  lower,  this  resolution  was  highly 
necessary. 

Br.  Baker,  of  Derby,  seconded  the  motion ;  and  he 
did  it  with  much  pleasure,  because  it  would  tend  to 
secure  to  young  men  a  sound  medical  knowledge,  wnRh 
was  more  than  anything  else  wanted  in  the  profession 
at  the  present  day.  Young  men  in  the  hospitals  were 
generally  more  attentive  to-  their  surgical  than  so  their 
medical  duties,  and  he  thought  this  resolution  would 
tend  to  cause  them  to  obtain  a  sound  knowledge  of 
medicine  as  well.  He  had  pleasure  in  seconding  the 
resolution,  which  was  carried  unanimously. 

Dr.  Edwards,  of  Cheater,  moved — 

«  That  these  principles,  if  carried  fully  into  edfot, 
would  confer  a  great  benefit  on  the  profession  and  the 
public,  in  the  removal  of  many  existing  evils ;  and 
that,  in  thus  providing  she  public  with  a  supply  of 
folly  qualified  medical  practitioners,  the  Association 
are  of  opinion  the  Government  would  do  ranch  towards 
the  remedy  of  abuses  of  which,  for  a  long  time  past, 
there  has  been  great  reason  to  complain." 

He  thought  Sir  James  Graham's  Bill,  with  a  Httle 
alteration,  would  do  much  good.  It  would  be  seen?  if 
Jts'good  and  evil  points  were  eet,  as  it  were,  in  battle 
array,  that  the  good  points  very  much  preponderated. 
He  attached  much  importance  to  the  WH  on  another 
account  aasnaly,  Us  having  been  introduced  iasVthe 
House  of  <^mmoas  by  a  minister  of  the  Grown  r  ami1 
he  though*  the  bast  tbaukauf  the  prtfeamon  warn  els* 
toSir  Jamas.anmasn  fin  his  fcisnsnsns  SoSrard*  them 
He  had  jnuoh  jplasstne  in  moving  the.  resolution  -ha 
Irtbalajeaead,       , 

Dr.  Hutchinson,  of  Nottingham,  seconded  the  reso- 
lution, He  wished  toaak  Br.  Hastings  whether,  In  the 
event  of  Sir  James  Graham's  Bfflpesnaaa;  into' a  law, 
all  physicians  and.  surgeons  would  become  leUnws 
of  their  resnscfUfl,  ooUegas  immediately  on  their 
being  registered!  If  so,  ho  thought  it  would,  be 
the  means,  of.  the  removal  of  much  ill  feeling  which 
had  been  topnjghtnHo  the  profession  by  the  111  sondaot 
of  the  Collage  of  anrsnena,  Dr»  Hutchinson  then  pro- 
ceeded to  speak  in  strong  terms  of  the  practice  ef  ven«V 
Ing  9.°**  mndji&qes,  and  stated  his  opinion  that  some 
stringent  measure  ought  to.  be  brought  forward  to  nut  a 
stop  to  it  In  Nottingham  alone  many  persons  suf- 
fered from  their  deleterious  effects ;  and  this  was  espe- 
cially the  case  wfch  infants.  Mothers  and  nurses 
houghs  gtutfr  ana****  af  « Godfrey's  Cardial/  to 
give  to  fhetnyto  man*>  cases  whilst  they  themselves  want 
out  to  Work,  or  elsewhere ;  and  it  appeared,  from  stalls. 
ttcal  evidence,  that  very  many  infants  were  poisofied  by 
that «  Cordial "  every  year.  One  individual  stated  in 
evidence  that  he  himself  bought  1800  cwt  of  treacle 
annually  for  the  purpose  of  mixing  with  other  ingre- 
dients in  the  manufacture  of  this  "  Godfrey's  CordiaL" 
Surely  this  state  of  Chings  required  some  measure  of 
protection*  and  those  who  were  the  authors  c*f  tha 
mischief  should  be  punished.  \    s 

Dr.  Hsatlnips,  in  reply  to  the  question  of  .Dr. 
Hutchinson,,  saia,  that  .the  ISth  clause  of  Sir  Jsjnes 
Graham's  5&f(0je  clause  wis  r#ad»  ^e^e^  with  lap, 
opinion  of  Dr.  Davies,  of  Hertford,  on  the  subject, 


pubUshed  in  his  nan^^o*  tfce.bul)  wauJtY 
torily  answer,  his. query.  j  . 

Dr.  Hutchinson .  had  some,,  donbf  about  it  He 
thought  the  clause  was  obscure.    t 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

Mr.  Tenia,  of  Leeds,  moved  the  next  resolution-* 

u  That  the  Association  view  with  alarm  and  deep 
regret  that  part  of  the  Mil  which  proposes  toahoHshsll 
restriction  in  the  practice  of  medicine  by  unqualified 
and  unlicensed  persons  5  and  that,  although  there  msy 
ha  some  reason  to  doubt  the  practicability  of  altogether 
pre  venting  unlicensed  practice  by  general  enactment, 
the  Association  are  of  opinion  that  the  illegality  of 
anoh  practice  should  bu  unequivocally  declared,  sod 
soma  simple  and  effective  means  of  restraint  be 
adopted." 

At  the  same  time  he  expressed  his  concurrence  in  the 
general  provisions  of  Sir  James  Graham's  Bin,  with 
the  modifications  proposed  in  the  resolutions  laid 
before  them  by  the  Council. 

Dr.  Heygate,  of  Derby,  seconded  the  resolution.  He 
cordially  approved  of  what  had  fallen  sYom  Dr. 
Hastings;  and  without  entering  Into  details,  he 
thought  that  with  the  single  exception  ntaatieaed  is 
the  resolution,  Sir  James  Graham's  Bill  ought  Is  is. 
caivuthe,  he  had  almost  said  unanimous,  aparebshen 
of  tha  whole  medical  profession. 
!  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Sheffield,  thought  that  asms  strong 
clause  against  the  vending  of  quack  medicines  should 
.be  introduced  into  the  bill,  and  he  was  ranch  surprised 
that  Sir  James  Graham  had  entirely  overlooked  thst 
subject  He  had,  however,  written  some  short  time 
ago  to  Sir  James  Graham  on  the  subject,  and  bed 
•since  received  a  letter  from  him,  stating  that  it  should 
'receive  his  best  attention.  Mr.  Jackson  condemned 
the  system  of  illegal  practice  and  tha  exhibition  of 
quack  medicines,  in  strong  terms,  and  mentioned 
a  case  which  had  occurred  in  Sheffield,  in  which  s 
child  had  been 'poisoned  by  the  administration  of 
phosphorus.  •     •.'•.:. 

The  resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Teale  was  then  put 
and  carried  uftanhnously. 

Mr.  Terry,  of  Northampton,  moved,  and  Mr.  Poyeert 
of  Wirksworth,  seconded  :— 

*  That  while  the  Association  approve,  with  this 
; exception,  the  general  spirit  and  principles  of  the  bill, 
they  feel  that  in  various  details  it  may  be  desirable  to 
[introduce  certain  changes  and  modifications,  which 
would  improve  the  general  efficiency  of  the  measure, 
and  tend  materially  to  facilitate  its  practical  applies. 
tion." 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

Mr.  Ceely,  of  Aylesbury  moved — 

"That  while  the  Association  is  sensible  of  the 
advantages  which  the  Profession  will  derive  from  s 
direct  connection  with  the  Government,  they  cannot 
butkconaider  the  proposed  constitution  Pjf,:$» '  Council 
of  Health*  a*  deficient  in  sfforflin^  nq  express  repre- 
jsentation,  either  of  the  Pbysjcjans^t(§^^ 
'  dent  in  tye  provinces, or  of.  the Je^JMf  Pf  *wflril 
practitioners  throughout  the  country." 
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He  did  not  agree  with  the  whole  0T  what  had  been 
said  by  preceding  epeatert  in  refetenee^o  the  merits  of 
Sir  James  Graham's  Bill;  he  thought  there  was  a 
glaring  defect  in  the  constitution1  of  the  Council  of 
Health)  and  he  thought  no  measure  would  be  really 
satisfactory  unless  the  whole  body  of  general  practi- 
tioners were,  incorporated.  „Mr,  Ceejy  proceeded  to 
make  some. remarks  on  an  addition  to  the  motion, 
declaratory  of  the  powers  to  be  intrusted  to  the  Council 
of  Health,  which  he  wished  to  submit  to  the  meeting, 
but  at  there  was  some  question,  whether  it  would  net 
he  better  that  the  proposed  addition  should  not  be  in- 
troduced as  an  amendment,  rather  than  as  a  rider  npon 
the  original  resolution,  and  the  sense  of  the  meeting 
was  evidently  against  it,  as  going  too  much  into  detail, 
Mr.  Ceely  withdrew  his  proposition,  and  contented 
himself  with  moving  the  original  resolution. 

Dr.  Brigstoelfe  of  Derby, seconded  the  resolution, 
having  been  requested  to  do  so  by  Mr.  B.  Hey,  of  York, 
who  had  undertaken  it,  but  had  been  unable  to  remain. 

The  resolution  was  then  put  and  canted  unani- 
mously. 

Mr.  Wxtght,  of  Derby,  moved,  and  Mr.  Turton,  of 
Sheffield  seconded— 

u  That  some  provision  ought  to  be  made,  either 
in  the  bill  or  in  amended  charters  to  be  granted  to 
the  Colleges  of  Physioians  and  Surgeons,  for  a  more 
direct  acknowledgment  of  the  representative  system 
in  the  councils  or  governing  bodies  of  the  corpora, 
tions." 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

Dr.  Streeten  said  that  the  resolution  which  he  held 
in  his  hand  would  have  been  moved  by  Mr.  Husband* 
of  York,  who  however  had  been  oompelled  to  leave  the 
meeting,  and  had  deputed  him  to  move  the  resolution 
in  consequence.  After  the  exposition  given  by  the 
President  of  the  Council  of  this  as  well  as  of  the  other 
resolutions,  it  was  unnecessary  for  him  to  do  more 
than  read  the  resolution  to  the  meeting.:— 

"That  in  the  absence  of  any  provision  for  the 
admisssion-  of  the  general  practitioners  Into  a  par- 
ticipation on  terms  honourable  to  that  body  in  the  cor- 
porate  privileges  of  either  of  the  Colleges  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons;  It  appears  essential  to  the  well-being  of 
this  numerous  and  influential  body,  as  well  as  benefi- 
cial to  the  public  Interests,  that  they  should  be  incor. 
porated  together,  and  that  the  interests  of  such  corpo- 
ration should  be  adequately  represented  In  the  proposed 
Council  of  Health." 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  Sheffield,  seconded  the  motion, 
which  was  carried  unanimously. 

Mr.  Thomas,  of  Sheffiek^moved-~ 

''That  the  best  thanks  of  the  Association  be  con- 
veyed to  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  James  Graham,  Bart, 
for  the  trouble  and  attention  which  he  has  bestowed 
in  the  preparation  of  this  Bill,  accompanied  by  a  copy 
of  the  foregoing  resolutions,  and  an  expression  of 
the  hope  entertained' by  the  Association,  that  die 
measure  may  be,  at  an  early  period*  of  the  ensuing 
Session  Of  ftaOiamenOwoglit  under  the  oonslaeVa- 
tion  of  the  teghiatln^and  with  itfcn  amendments 


be  necessary  to  render  it  acceptable  to  the 
great  body  of  the  profession  and  beneficial  to  the 
public,  finally  passed  into  a  law." 

Mr.  Evans,  of  Derby,  seconded  the  motion,  which  waa 
(carried  unanimously. 

\  .  Mr.  Crang,  of  Tlmahury,  moved-** 

"That  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  be  also  forwarded 
to  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  Robert  Peel,  Bert.,  the  present 
!head  4>f  her  Majesty's  Government." 

Mr.  Danlell,  of  Newport  Pagnel,  seconded  the 
'  motion.  Much  had  been  said  by  preceding  speakers 
'respecting  the  poor  being  doped  by  the  vendors  of 
quack  medicines, — but  he  thought  the  dealers  in 
qeaafcrey  ware  much  more  encouraged  by  the 
rich  than  the  poor*  and  he  instanced  the  practices  of 
Wfefttlaaj,  $L4  John  Long,  and  others.  The  patrons 
end  iUatroiiejsfls  of  these  quacks  were  to  he  found 
in  the  .ariatooraoy^dukes,  duchesses,  etc*  They  set 
the  example,  and  how  could  they  blame  the  poor  to 
following  it  t  There  was  not  much-  matter  of  surprise 
in  the  ignorant  and  unlettered  poor  being  duped  by 
the  artifices  of  quackery  when,  the  enKga*ened  aris- 
tocracy^ themselves  mil  victims  to  them. 

The  resolution  was  then  put,  and  carried  unani- 
mously. 

Mr.  JSWngton,  of  Birmingham,  moved— 

••That  the  preceding  seeolntions  be  reoommeaded  to 
ithe  coacsdetatioa  and  adoption  of  the  several  Branch 
Aasaemtiene  end  Local  Ominoshv  and  that  the  Mem* 
bem.of  the  Association  generally  be  renjteated  to  im- 
passe their,  repntsentatives  in  Parliament  with  the 
importance  of  giving  their  best  attention  eo  the  enb*» 
ject.".  . 

Mr.  Gaxlkk,  of  Leeds,  seoondad.the  nwskta,  whteh 
waa  carried,  unanimously.  Jt .  .  ..:  ^ . -' 

.    Mr.  Martin,  of  Reigete,  moved*—^1 ' 

m  That  the  following  petition  emlK^dytrit;  "flieresolci. 
tions  passed  at  this  meeting  be  presented"  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  a  similar  one  to  the  House 
of  Lords;  and  that  the  Branch  Associations  and  the 
.'Local  Councils  be  recommended'  to-  adept  similar 
PeaWens.- 

He  then  read  the  petition,  expressing  his  approba- 
tion of  -its  contents,  and  recommehdih'g/its1  adoption 

to^^wiaseettng:^  "  '-•    ':    l     l 

i  -#r      ,-.       •  .   «    •    * «i ......  -.  • 

,  .  PETITION  TO  THE  «OU8X   ©J^COJU^ONa. 

"  That  ynwrPettionerehail  viftk  satssfactiee  tJmut* 
troductionof  *  401.for  the;  better  rejmjatfmxaf  Medical 
Practice  into  your  Honourable  House  during  the  last 
Session  of  Parliament. 

M  That  in  the  event  of  the  ^introduction  of  such 
Bill  during  the  present  Session,  your  Petitioners  trust 
tba{  J0**'  Honourable  JHonse  will  see  fa  to^euact  such 
provisions  as  shall  require]  froin  all  persons,  hereafter 
*  entering  the  Medical  Profession,  a  sound  education  in 
'all  departments  of  medical  science,  and  a  uniform  and 
efficient1  primary  qualification  for  'Medical  Practice  in 
all  its  branches. 

,  JjfThat  none  ptner  but  those  to  aualjfied  snalY  receive 
(iSjnf  licence  to  practice  medicine,' or  be  permitted  to 
Rre|lst§T  ai  ifedicdi  rPrai666n€rf ;  and  that  for  the 


534 


SIR  JAMES  GRAHAM'S  BILL. 


better  ensuring  the  carrying  into  effect  of  these  provl- 
sioni,  for  the  protection  of  all  those  who  emnply  with 
then*,  and  for  the  especial  benefit  of  the  community, 
none  bnt  those  ao  duly  qualified,  legally  Hennaed  to 
practise,  and  registered  as  such,  shall  be  permitted 
under  sufficient  and  readily  enforced  restrictive*  provi- 
sions to  practice  medicine  or  any  of  its  branches, 
whether  in  private  or  in  public. 

"That  as  tending  to  the  due  consolidation  and 
government  of  the  profession,  your  Petitioners  highly 
approve  of  the  establishment  of  a  Supreme  Council  of 
Health  and  Medical  Education,  and  of  the  connection 
of  the  profession,  through  the  medium  of  such  Council 
with  the  Government,  but  they  trust  that  in  the  con- 
stitution of  such  Supreme  Council  of  Health  and 
Medical  Education,  your  Honourable  House  will  see 
fit  to  provide  for  a  sufficient  representation  of  the 
interests  of  Medical  Practitioners  of  whatever  denomi- 
nation or  grade,  and  that  you  will  take  into  considers* 
tion  the  claims  of  the  numerous  body  of  General 
Practitioners,  and  of  the  Physicians  and  Surgeons 
resident  in  the  provinces,  to  some  share  in  the  deliber- 
ations of  the  governing  body." 

Mr.  Fearn,  of  Derby,  seconded  the  motion,  which 
was  carried  unanimously. 

Dr.  Hastings  mored  and  Dr.  Streeten  seconded-* 
"  That  the  best  thanks  of  the  meeting  be  given 
to  Dr.  Heygate  and  the  Members  of  the  Associa- 
tion resident  at  Derby,  for  the  excellent  arrangements 
made  to  promote  its  objects." 

Mr.  Sedan,  of  Bath,  moved,  and  Mr.  Terry,  of 


"  That  the  thanks  of  the  Meeting  be  given  to  the 
Mayor  of  Derby,  for  the  use  of  the  Town  Hall." 

Mr.  Soden,  moved,  and  l>r»  Baker,  of  Derby,  se- 
conded— 

"  That  the  cordial  thanks  of  the  meeting  be  given  to 
Dr.  Robertson,  for  the  manner  in  which  he  has  con- 
ducted the  business  of  the  day." 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  also  passed  on  the  motion  of 
Dr.  Edwards,  to  Dr.  Cowan,  of  Reading,  for  his  zealous 
and  unremitting  exertions  in  the  exposure  of  quackery. 

After  the  special  business  of  the  meeting  had  been 
gone  through,  Mr.  Martin,  of  Reigate,  read  a  commu- 
nication from  the  committee  appointed  at  Northampton 
to  consider  the  means  of  providing  sound  preliminary 
education  for  the  sons  of  medical  men.  The  substance 
of  this  communication  we  shall  hope  to  lay  before  our 
•fenders  on  a  future  occasion. 


LETTER  FROM  J.  H.  JAMES,  ESQ.,  EXETER, 
TO  DR.  ROBERTSON,  PRESIDENT  OF  THE 
ASSOCIATION. 

XO  TKK  EDITOR  OF  TH»  P»0V1WCIA.L  1CBD1CA.L  AND 
8UB0ICA.L  JQVmXAh. 

Sin, 
A  few  days  before  the  special  meeting  at  Qerhy,  I 
received  from  Mx.  James,  of  Exeter,  one  of  our  most 
valued  Vice- Presidents,  the  following  important  letter. 
Being  anxious  to  lay  before  the  Association  the  en. 
lightened  views  it  contains  as  to  the  probable  effects  of 


Sir  JSmes  Graham's  bill  upon  the  class  of  General 
Practitioners,  I  had  intended  to  read  it  at  fall  length 
to  the  meeting,  but  the  time  was  so  completely  absorbed 
by  the  special  business  on  which  we  met,  that  I  was 
obliged  to  content  myself  with  briefly  stating  the  par- 
port  of  his  observations.  They  are,  however,  so 
weighty,  that  I  think  they  ought  to  be  folly  mad? 
known  through  your  journal,  as  extensively  as  possible. 

Since  the  date  of  Mr.  James*  8  letter,  the  Apothecaries' 
Company  have  published  an  address  inculcating  a 
similar  riew  of  the  working  of  the  bill  to  that  which 
had  occurred  to  Mr.  James.  This  independent  testi. 
mony  to  the  same  effect,  coming  from  two  different 
sources,  seems  to  confirm  the  reality  of  the  danger 
pointed  out 

I  am,  Sir, 

Yours  faithfully, 

A.  ROBERTSON. 

Northampton,  Nov.  16, 1844. 


My  dear  Sir*— I  regret  that  it  will  not  be  in  nu 
power  to  attend  the  meeting  at  Derby,  but  as  I  fatty 
concur  in  the  propriety  of  calling  it,  I  do  not  think  it 
right,  after  having  had  the  honour  of  filling  the  situa- 
tion I  once  occupied  in  the  Association,  over  which  70s 
now  so  ably  preside,  to  be  perfectly  silent  when  the 
great  question  of  legislative  enactment  in  the  medical 
profession  is  to  be  finally  mooted. 

Of  the  matters  which  are  to  be  considered  in  the  bill 
of  Sir  James  Graham,  there  are  many  which  may  be, 
and  I  doubt  not  will  be,  better  regulated  at  some  future 
time ;  and  as  no  paramount  evil  would  arise  from  their 
not  being  pressed  at  this  moment,  I  should  hardlj 
think  it  would  be  wise  to  lessen  the  force  of  an  appeal 
to  the  Legislature,  on  the  moat  important  point  before 
us,  namely,  the  necessity  of  preventing,  If  possible,  the 
direct  encouragement  given  by  this  bill  toprwtkt  wi& 
inadequate  qualification.  That  in  reality  will  be  its 
moat  important  effect,  and  1  cannot  suppose,  that  if  As 
matter  were  represented  to  the  Legislature,  injthiaf  its 
true  light,  the  bill  could  ]be  carried  tnsoughParliimeat 
in  its  present  shape* 

It  should  appear  that  the  question  is  put  before  the 
country,  and  too  much  considered  both  by  persons  in 
and  out  of  the  profession,  as  if  it  were  the  encourage- 
ment of  quackery  t  contemplated  by  they  proposed  repeal 
of  protecting  enactments;  or,  the  allowance  at  unli- 
censed practice,  as  now  existing.  Jf  this  were  so,  I 
should  agree  with  its  framers,  and  with  the  Edinburgh 
College  of  Physicians,  that  the  attempt  tosspots*, 
would  be  Tain,  but  the  real  danger  to  be  apprehended 
is  this,  as  I  concenre— 

1st  That  if  young  men,  in  the  course  of  their  edn- 
cation,  be  allowed  to  think,  that,  failing  to  acqoin 
sufficient  information  to  pass  their  examinations,  they 
might  freely  practice  without  doing  so,  the  inevitable 
result  would  be,  that  a'  great  many  would  become 
negligent,  and  the  object  of  the  bill*  which  erosoMS  to 
improve  medical  education,  would  be  defeated  by  its 
own  enactments* 

2nd.  A  large  number  of  young  nien  would  hence- 
forward be  nQ^tg^G"^"*"*  * 
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nest  of  a  friend,  the  WDfi  mode  of  treatment  neon* 
mended  by  Dn  Graves,  wbo  stated  that  he  derived  it 
•from  Mr.  Koby,  of  Dahlia,  taa  cshucal  tectum  at  the 
Meath  Hospital,  in  the  Session  1832-3,  reported  in 
&9<m'sM*dic*lJ<mrnsl,  March  2,  1833.  He  had  not 
seen.  tiu>  before,  and  does  not  find  it  in  Or.  Genres' 
collected  clinical  lectures,  and  took  this  opportunity 
of  giving  the  merit  to  those  who  were  Justly  entitled 
to  it. 

FUKGUS  KAM&TODES. 

He  then  exhibited  a  preparation  of  a  fungus 
hstmatodes,  arising  in  the  antrum,  and  passing  into 
the  mouth,  of  a  woman,  from  the  country.  Its  growth 
had  been  very  rapid,  and  it  had  been  at  first  thought 
by  the  patient  to  be  a  gum  boil,  to  which  she  had 
been  subject.  -  The  hemorrhage  had  been  very  fre> 
quent,  and  to  a  great  extent,  so  much  so  as  to  produce 
very  great  exhaustion.  It  was  determined  to  tie  the 
carotid  as  a  preliminary  step  to  the  removal  of  the 
fungus,  but  the  system  was  so  prostrated  that  the 
removal  was  not  attempted,  and  the  patient  died  in 
three  hours  after  the  artery  was  tied.  The  antrum  was 
completely  filled  by  the  fungus,  which  passed  out- 
wards, and  then  turned  inwards,  filling  the  palate, 
and  rested  on  the  tongue,  impeding  deglutition  and 
speech.  The  floor  of  the  orbit  showed  the  commence* 
ment  of  absorption,  and  the  sella  turcica  also  presented 
the  appearance  of  disease. 

PBUrORATION  OF  TBS  ILSUM. 

Dr.  Favell  exhibited  a  portion  of  the  intestine  taken 
from  the  body  of  a  youngiady,  aged  18  years,  who 
died  a  few  days  previously  of  severe  and  extensive 
peritonitis,  induced  by  perforation  of  the  ileum.  The 
patient  bad  been  in  delicate  health  for  a  considerable 
time,  and  had  suffered  from  three  attacks  of  low  fever 
within  a  comparatively  short  period.  She  appeared  to 
be  gradually  recovering  Jsom  the  last  attack,  when,  on 
the  23d  of  October,  she  was  suddenly  seised  with 
severe  abdominal  pain,  sickness,  and  other  symptoms 
of  peritoneal  inflammation ;  she  died  after  much  suf- 
fering during  the  night  of  the  26th.  On  examining 
the  body  after  death,  the  whole  of  the  peritoneal 
covering  of  the  intestines  was  observed  intensely 
injected,  and  the  convolutions  were  adherent  by  coagui 
labte  lymph.  The  pelvis  contained  a  strJall  quantify 
of  fluid  faeces;  large  patches  of  deep  ulceration  were 
observed  in  the  lining  membrane  of  the  ileum  and 
caecum,  and  two  perforations,  each  about  the  size  of  a 
split  pea,  were  observed  in  the  former  intestine,  about 
six  inches  from  its  junction  with  the  latter.  The 
omentum  was  in  a  state  of  sphacelus. 

Mr.  Ray  afterwards  gave  a  more  detailed  account  of 
the  previous  history  of  the  ease. 

ANEURIBV  OP  THE  ABDOMINAL  AORTA. 

Dr.  Branson  exhibited  a  specimen  of  aneurism  of 
the  abdominal  aorta,  taken  from  an  infirmary  patient, 
aged  33,  a  table-blade  forger,  of  intemperate  habits, 
who  died  suddenly  on  the  23d  of  October.  The 
aiienriamal  tumour  originated  nearly  opposite  the  point 
where  the  cceliac  artery  is  given  off ;  the  sac  was  of  con- 
siderable size,  and  embraced  four  of  the  vertebras',  the 
bodies  of  which  were  deeply  excavated.  The  sac  itself 
was  ruptured  in  two  places,  and  more  Ann  a  quart  of 
coagulated  blued  was  found  bepween  the  peritoneum 
and  the  muscles;  the  left  kidney  was  buried  in  the 
clot.    The  man,  continued  at  his  employment  ttfl 


Imperfectly,  to  practice  as  they  best  might;  thereby 
re-establishing  the  Apothecary  of  the  last  century.  As 
Sir  Robert  Peel  forcibly  observed  long  .since  on  thei 
currency  question,  "  that  the  guinea  would  not  exist 
by  the  side  of  the  one  pound  note  ;**  so  it  would  not  be 
many  years  before  the  well-educated  general  practi- 
tioner disappeared  nnder  such  discouragement.  The 
closing  the  doors  of  public  institutions  against  this 
class  of  practitioners  would  be  nugatory.  The  old 
apothecary  was  not  admitted,  but  throve  notwithstand- 
ing. 

The  question,  it  appears  to  me,  is  now  viewed  ac- 
cording to  its  prtsttti  bearing,  rather  than  to  it* /Ware 
effects;  but  this  is  not  the  true  way  of  viewing  it. 
The  practice  of  druggists,  (which  surely  ought  not 
to  be  encouraged  however,}  and  the  continuance  of 
vulgar  quackery,  are  a  mere  nothing  in  comparison  to 
the  evil  which  would  result  from  turning  aside  the 
present  comparatively  sound  system  of  medical  educa- 
tion, and  admitting  an  unlimited  class  of  half-educated 
practitioners. 

It  were  much  to  be  wished  that  Sir  James  Graham 
had  proposed  as  a  preliminary  measure  to  his  bill,  the 
formation  of  a  Council  somewhat  similar  to  that  which 
ho  now  intends  to  be  perpetual.  Unlike  the  former 
committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  It  would  have 
consisted  of  well  selected  members  of  the  profession, 
and  intelligent  men  who  were  not.  Like  the  Eccle- 
siastical Commission,  it  might  have  obtained  the  requi- 
site information,  and  every  class  of  practitioners  in 
the  provinces  as  well  as  in  the  metropolis,  might  have 
been  heard,  before  a  change  of  such  important  influ- 
ence on  their  future  interests  were  determined  on.  He 
would  then  have  obtained  the  gratitude  of  the  pro- 
fession, not  only  for  endeavouring,  but  for  accomplish- 
lug  its  lasting  good  j  as  well  as  that  of  the  public  at 
Urge  inseparably  united  with  it. 

I  must  not  occupy  the  valuable  thus  of  the  meeting 
more  at  length,  but  if  you  think  the  observations  1 
have  offered  of  any  value,  you  will  probably  bring 
them  under  notice,  as  I  do  not  see  them  expressed,  at 
all  events  very  clearly,  elsewhere. 

I  remain,  my  dear  Sir, 

Very  faithfully  yours, 

J.fc.JAMES.V.P. 

Exeter,  Nor.  8, 1844. 

P.S.  Since  the  above  was  written,  I  have  received 
this  day,  the  circular  from  I>r.  Streeten.  The  resolu- 
tions to  be  proposed  are,  with  little  exception,  very 
proper,  but  neither  they,  nor  any  others  I  have  seen, 
eel  out  ttocMr/ protases  for  objecting  to  the  opening 
aaedfcal  practice  to  all,  without  bar. 


SHEFFIELD  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

THIRD   MEETING,   OCT.  31. 

The  President  in  the  Chair.     . 


KITBATB     07    SILTKH    IN 

The  President  recalled  to  the  recollection  of  the 
Society  a  paper  which  be  had  read  in  a  former  session, 
on  the  treatment  ;0|  bed-sores  by  nitrate  of  silver. 
Since  the  last  session  he  had  seen,  through  the  kind* 
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POOR-LAW  COMMISSIONERS. 


within  five  weeks  of  hit  death,  and  complained  only  of 
■fight  symptoms  of  nephralgia.  The  caae  waa  in- 
structive, aa  showing  how  great  may  be  the  amount 
of   miachief,  and  how   comparatifely   trilling    the 


Dr.  Branson  also  exhibited  the  anterior  walla  of  the 
thorax,  taken  from  the  same  patient,  and  which 
presented  a  curious  congenital  malformation ;  the 
sternal  extremity  of  the  third  rib  on  the  left  side  was 
wanting  for  the  space  of  four  inches,  and  the  fourth 
rib  waa  completely  separated  from  its  cartilage  ;  the 
vacant  space  waa  occupied  by  a  strong  tendinous 
expansion.  Through  the  centre  of  the  sternum  also 
there  was  an  opening  the  size  of  a  sixpence.  The 
man  had  never  received  any  local  injury. 

FXACTURXD  SKULL. 

Mr.  Thomas  exhibited  a  portion  of  the  skull  of  a 
child,  who  had  been  knocked  down  and  trampled 
upon  by  a  horse.  The  appearances  during  life  were  very 
•light,  merely  presenting  the  puffiness  so  constant  in 
injuries  of  the  scalp  j  but  on  inspection  after  death, 
which  occured  a  few  hours  after  the  accident,  a  very 
considerable  fracture,  with  depression,  waa  found  of 
the  parietal  bone,  just  at  its  junction  with  the  occipital, 
by  which  the  lateral  sinus  was  ruptured. 

Mr.  Law  exhibited  a  portion  of  skull  taken  from  a 
man  who  had  fallen  from  a  considerable  height,  in 
whom  the  symptoms  were  exceedingly  alight,  and  who 
lived  for  some  days.  On  examination,  /mit>s*tv¥cm, 
a  fracture  was  found  extending  from  the  squamous 
portion  of  the  temporal  bone  of  one  aide,  in  almost  a 
straight  line  across  the  ethmoid,to  the  squamous  portion 
of  the  other.  The  dura  mater  was  lacerated,  which 
appeared  to  bear  out  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Overend,  in 
whose  practice  this  case  occurred,  that  in  cases  of  com- 
pression the  symptoms  were  alleviated  by  relieving 
the  tension  of  the  dura  mater. 

ovarian  nnopsv. 

Dr.  Favell  then  proceeded  to  introduce  the  subject 
of  ovarian  dropsy  for  the  evening's  discussion.  He 
stated  that  it  waa  far  from  his  intention  to  read  an 
essay  on  this  interesting  and  important  topic,  which 
would  require  a  volume  rather  than  such  a  communica- 
tion aa  could  be  laid  before  the  meeting.  He  preferred 
relating  to  the  Society  two  cases  which  had  recently 
fallen  under  his  own  observation,  and  drawing  some 
general  inferences  from  them. 

The  first  case  was  that  of  a  young  woman,  aged  20, 
who  was  topped  four  times.  The  interval  betwemveach 
operation  gradually  diminished;  the  period  between 
the  first  and  second  being  six  months,  and  between  the 
third  and  fourth  only  three  months.  She  was  generally 
discharged  and  made  an  out-patient  on  the  tenth  day ; 
but  a  few  days  after  the  fourth  tapping,  she  was  seized 
with  severe  peritonitis,  of  which  she  died.  Dr.  Favell 
exhibited  the  ovarium,  which  he  had  removed  after 
death.  It.  consisted  of  three  compartments  j  two  of 
which,  nearly  equal  in  size,  and  having  no  commu- 
nication with  each  other,  contained  a  quantity  of 
darkish-coloured  fluid,  whilst  tfafe  third,  considerably 
smaller  than  the  other  two,  was  filled  with  gelaiinons 
matter. 

The  second  case  was  that  of  a  young  lady,  who  was 
twice  tapped,  but  inenVctuafly,  in  consequence  of  *<be 
contents  of  the  ssc  being  of  the  consistence  of  Jelly. 


After  the  i 

by  a  scalpel,  and  several  pounds  of  { 
escaped.  The  patient  was  greatly  relieved  by  the 
operation,  but  ultimately  died  of  exhaustion.  After 
death  the  body  was  examined  and  an  immense  quantity 
of  gelatinous  matter  varying  a  little  in  roniislrnff, 
was  removed  from  a  large  multJtocnlsr  cyst  It  a 
remarkable  that,  in  this  case,  the  sense  of  finctaatioa 
was  so  extremely  and  delicately  distinct,  on  even  the 
slightest  percussion,  whilst  the  entire  contents  of  the 
ovarian  cavity  were  such  as  have  been  already  described. 
After  detailing  the  particulars  of  the  shove  cases, 
Dr.  Favell  proceeded  briefly  to  point  out  the  method 
of  diagnosing  ovarian  dropsy  from  ascites,  especially 
where  the  latter  is  complicated  by  .abnormal  shortse* 
of  the  mesentery.  He  dwelt  also  on  the  difficulty  of 
determining  whether  a  cyst  is  unilocular  or  multilocoJar, 
as  well  as  on  the  difficulty  of  ascertaining  the  nanus 
of  the  contents,  in  some  cases,  previous  to  operation. 
Dr.  Favell  subsequently  briefly  reviewed  the  rariooi 
methods  of  treatment,  medical  and  surgical,  which  hate 
been  recommended,  stating  at  the  same  time  the  results 
of  his  own  experience ;  and  concluded  by  a  statistical 
account  of  the  result  of  seventy-four  cases  in  which 
the  operation  of  removal  has  been  performed. 


CONDUCT  OF  THE   POOR-LAW  COMMIS- 
SIONERS :  MR.  DESHON'S  CASE. 

TO  THB  BOITOn  OV  THE  mOVntClSLL  UXOICAX  AX* 


Sin, 


SUBOICAL  JOOftHAL. 


The  flagrant  case  of  injustice,  published  ia  ye* 
Journal  of  November  6th,  of  tan  ftmr-Lew  Cat* 
missioners,  eertut  the  medical  pentose ion,  in  the  ponce 
of  Mr.Deshon,isonlyotte«r  to  fm  misdeeds,  com- 
paratively, out  of  the  many  mat  have  been  brought 
to  light,  of  that  tyrant  trio,  but  fttisn  these  stnqaw 
manifest  what  their  future  intentions  are  in  regard  to 
medical  officers  of  unions.  I  will  not  occupy  year 
valuable  space  by  any  Uti&ktmj,  newer*!,  butlwaj 
unfortunately,  from  situation,  medical  officer  to  a  dis- 
trict under  the  Poor-Law,  I  dp  not  know  how  sees 
Mr.  Deshon's  case  may  be  mine,  now  that  the  Poor- 
Law  Commissioners  arrogate  to  themselves  the  em* 
of  medical  jurors,  and  come  to  conclusions  opposed  to 
the  most  eminent  in  the  profession.  What  man'i 
character  is  safe,  when,  If '"two  opinions  prevail,  asd 
a  person  should  be  unfunny  enough  to  adopt  me  eat 
not  in  favour  with  the  Somerset  Horn*  JtyWfat,*' 
their  masked  adviser,  (and  how  fs  he  to  know?) 
some  JaooMte  Guardian,  (and  who  is  without  s 
friend  of  the  kind  ?)  finds  fault  with  hie  treatment,  sr 
the  number  of  his  visits  ?  The  certain  result  will 
be,  a  censure  for  his  ignorance  or  inattention,  for  ft 
seems  more  than  probable  that  these  jmssee  despc* 
have  no'oplnion  until  a  medical  officer  is  complained  of» 
when  their  course  becomes  at  once  obvious.  If  other- 
wise, why  do  they  not,  as  a 'dimes  to  theft  foxhunt, 
for  our  enlightenment,  a  scale  of  attendances  demanded 
in  the  numerous  accidents  and  diseases  which  hmusa 
flesh  is  heir  to,  and  the  quantity' of  medicine  with 
which  each  case  must  be  dosed?  for,  by  theu- Urn  deci- 
sion, and  a'fbrmer  one,  fa  camVot  homoeopathy,)  mat 
must  be  a  certain  number  o¥  viritk/and  no  asattf  fsna* 
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Hty  of  physic  given.  The  kind,  quality,  or  strength 
©f  coarse,  is  quite  iurmaterial,  or  we  should  bare  been 
Jewoured  with  their  hrcM  ideas  on  the  subject.  Accu- 
racy of  Judgment,  combined  with  the  highest  attain- 
ments are  matters  quite  of  secondary  consideration ; 
quantity  of  attendance,  and  quantity  of  physic  being 
fa  their  estimation  the  great  desiderata  in  medical 
and  surgical  practice. 

In  the  earlypart  of  nry  life,  I  attended  a  fast  many 
eases  of  fractures,  and  frequently  of  the  femur,  and 
•peaking  in  round  numbers,  at  least  two  thirds  were 
not  seen  daily  after  the  fourth  day ;  nor  have  I  found 
it  necessary  to  alter  the  plan  in  later  years,  and  hence- 
forth, if  I  do  not  deem  it  needful,  I  shall  not  alter  my 
system,  although  the  Commissioners  "  are  edrtted 
that  a  fracture  of  the  thigh  requires  a  fortnight's  daily 
attendance,"  but  prefer  receiving  an  order  of  dis- 
missal, to  submitting  to  an  impertinent  dictation  in 
the  course  of  my  official  duties. 
'  I  think,  Sir,  the  time  is  arrived,  when,  for  mutual 
protection,  it  becomes  our  boundeh  duty  to  take  mea- 
sures for  correcting  the  headlong  course  of  the  Com- 
missioners in  their  insolent  and  overbearing  acts  of 
aggression  on  the  character  and  prospects  of  isolated 
members  of  our  profession,  and  I  shall  be  most  happy 
to  see  some  suggestions  offered  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  what,  if  omitted  now,  will  ere  long  force  itself 
upon  the  attention  of  the  great  body  of  practitioners. 
Would  not  an  address  of  sympathy  to  Mr.  Deshon, 
and  an  approval  of  his  conduct,  do  much  to  set  him 
light  with  his  neighbours,  and  counteract  the  effect  of 
the  unjust  admonition  of  the  Commissioners;  or 
why  should  not  a  remonstrance  be  addressed  to  them, 
which  would  ham  ite  weight  in  public  opinion,  if  it 
felted  to  have  its  doe  effect  with  themselves? 
i  lam,  Sir, 

♦     Your  obedient  servant, 
i  i  M  JLC*S. 

.  Novembst7ah,Wwi,     . 


*iiBti«BM>  mnifioN. 


to  the  suitor  ot  the  provincial  medical  and 
'surgical  journal. 
Sir, 

Since  some  of  your  readers  may  be  staggered  by 
Use  petition  which,  you  have  inserted  in  your  last 
number,  and  headed  "  £*a*leU  4>e/itfe*V'  I  beg  to 
observe  that  what  appears  in  your  Journal  of  the  12th 
ijftst,  umt  the  selatioe  wMck  spot  afcpted  at  a  public 
same*  ta?  of  Me  ssni/eaejs*,  convened  ay  cwrcuXar,  east 
Mid  or  th*  CMcr'a  #*//,  on  Wednesday, ,  October 
16th,  1844. 

At  that  meeting  a  petition  was  adopted,  which, 
whilst  it  expressed  approval  of  many  parts  of  the  bill 
Stcently  introduced  info  Parliament  by  Sir  James 
Graham,  was,  nevertheless,  equally  decisive  in  condem- 
nation of  those  portions  which  remove  all  existing 
restrictions  without  substituting  some  means  by  which 
the  practice  of  unqualified  individuals  maybe  pre* 
vented. 

A  very  small  minority  of  those  present  at  the 
meeting  opposed  a  resolution  on  which  this  latter 
clause  of  the  petition  was.based,  and  when  they  found 
themselves  outvoted,  t  instead  of  submitting  to  the 
decision  of  the   majority,  they  secretly  got  up  a 


counter-petition,  which  they  have  since  industriously 
carried  about  from  house  to  house,  amongst  the 
members  of  the  profession  resident  in  the  town  and 
neighbourhood,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  signa- 
tures. 

In  the  paragraph  which  precedes  the  petition  in 
your  Journal,  we  are  informed  that  the  petition  itself 
M  has  already  received  the  signatures  of  a  very  nu- 
merous and  influential  body  of  the  regularly  educated 
practitioners  of  medicine  and  surgery."  I  have  no 
means  of  knowing  how  far  this  statement  is  correct. 
It  is  perhaps  to  be  regretted  that  the  names  of  the 
petitioners  were  not  published,  in  order  that  the  pro- 
fession might  be  able  to  appreciate  the  amount  of 
tmfaeace,  which  in  this  neighbourhood  is  exerted  in 
behalf  of  quackery  and  imposture. 

I  am,  Sir,  yours,  &c, 
CHARLES  F.  FAVELL,  M.D. 

Sheffield,  Nov.  13, 1844. 


MEETING  OF  PHYSICIANS  AT  NORMANTON. 


At  a  aaeetseg  of  Physicians  practising  in  York,  and 
the  West-Rideaa;*/  Yorkshire,  held  at  Normanton,  on 
Thursday,  the  17&  of  October,  for  the  purpose  of 
adopting  a  Petition  to  Parliament,  on  the  subject  of 
Sir  James  Graham's  Medical  Reform  Bill;  Dr« 
Bekombe,  of  York,hr  tne  chair :  it  was  determined  that 
the  Stowing  Petition  be-  presented  to  each  House  of 


"The  fetition  of  the  undersigned  Physicians  of  York, 

and  the  West*  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  adopted  at  a 

Special  Meeting  held  at  Normanton,  on  the  17th  of 

October, 
"HlfltBLY  Shewbth, 

"  That  your  Petitioners  received,  with  the  liveliest 
satisfaction,  the  announcement  that  a  bill  had  been 
introduced  into  your  Honourable  House,  under  the 
powerful  auspices  of  her  Majesty's  Government,  for 
the  better  regulation:  of  Medical  Practice  tlwoughout 
the  United  Kingdom.  ... 

"  That  your  Petitioners  highly  approve  of  those  parts 
of  the  bill  which  recognize  the  preservation  of  the  dif- 
ferent classes  of  Medical  Practitioners,  and  which  at 
the  same  time  provide  uniformity  of  Qualifications  and 
equality  of  privileges,  amongst  all  practitioners  of  the 
same  class  in  the  three  kingdoms. 

«  They  also  folly  admit  the  necessity,  to  any  scheme 
of  Medical  Reform,  of  some  central  and  controlling 
body,  aa  the  proposed  "  Council  of  Health,"  for  the 
responsible  government,  and  nennonious  operation  of 
the  several  medical  establishments. 

"  That  your  Petitioners  concur  wfth  that  principle  of 
Sir  James  Graham's  Bill  which  secures  the  integrity  of 
existing  medical  institutions,  but  does  not  preclude 
such  future  changes  in  their  internal  government  and 
organization,  as  may  adapt  them  to  the  increased  intel- 
ligence and  just  requirements  of  the  profession. 

«  That  believing  that  the  Universities  of  the  United 
Kingdom  are  fully  competent  to  ascertain  the  amount 
of  scientific  knowledge  and  professional  acquirements 
of  those  who  ere  candidates  nwjmadfcal  degress,,  they 
tympythat  jqu  would  withdraw  that  clause  of  the  pro. 
potfd  bill,  whicji  mndera.it  }mneu*ite,  that  §41  uaaoqa 
who  hare  graduated  in  medicine  in  one  of  the  Uai? er- 
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sines  of  the  United  Kingdom,  should  alto  he  ex. 
amined  by  a  College  of  Physician*,  a  requirement 
unnecessarily  complicating,  without  affording  graeter 
certainty  to,  the  teste  of  professional  competence, 
diminishing  the  real  value  and  n*pectabUtty*f  the 
honours  oonferred  by  the  Universities,  and  involving 
an  undue  concession  to  the  several  Colleges  of  Phy. 

"  That  in  order  to  secure  the  advancement  of  the 
professional  qualifications  of  that  class  of  practitioners 
to  which  your  Petitioners  belong,  they  pray,  that  all 
candidates  for  registration  as  physicians,  should  be 
required  to  give  satisfactory  proof  of  their  having 
applied  themselves  to  medical  studies,  during  at  least 
seven  years,  and  of  baring  attained  the  age  of  tsmnty- 
seven. 

"  That  your  Petitioners  approve  of  all  legislative 
discountenance  of  illegal  practice,  but  humbly  suggest, 
that  an  Inquiry  be  made  into  the  operation  of  the  laws 
now  inforced  against  such  practice  in  foreign  countries, 
and  in  the  United  Kingdom. 


HULL  MEETING. 

Dr.  Cooper  presents  his  compliments  to  the  Editor 
of  the  Provincial  Medical  est**  Surgical  Journal  and 
begs  he  will  have  the  kindness  to  make  the  following 
correction  in  the  report  of  the  Pull  Meeting :— The 
Petition,  unanimously  adopted  by  the  meejtiug,  em- 
braces only  the  three  first  resolutions;  the  fourth, 
which  has  reference  to  the  constitution  of  the  Council 
of  Health,  has  been,  with  the  consent  of  the  mover, 
embodied  in  a  separate  memorial. 

Hull,  Nov.  14, 1844. 


INDIAN  REMEDY  FOR  BOWEL  COMPLAINTS. 

TO  THB  KD1TOR  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND 
SVUOICAL  JOURNAL. 

Sin, 
A  correspondent  in  your  Journal  of  the  30th  of 
October,  makes  some  inquiries  respecting  a  fruit  used 
by  the  natives  of  India,  in  diarrhoea,  and  which  his 
informant  calls  ugorbus,"  and  says  resembles  "  a  pear 
in  shape  and  size."  May  not  the  fruit  alluded  to  be 
the  Psidium  pomiferum,  belonging  to  the  natural  order 
Myrtaceae,  aud  one  of  the  species  of  "  Guava."  Its 
properties  are  astringent  and  stomachic,  and  it  is  I 
believe  used  medicinally  by  the  natives  of  tropical 
climates. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  D. 
Isfeef  Wight,  Nov.  13, 1844. 

*tht  Ptidium  pomiferum  is  a  native  of  South 
America,  Mexico,  and  the  West  Indies,  but  is  found 
also  in  different  parts  of  India,  where  it  is  presumed 
to  have  been  introduced,  though  it  is  said  to  be  indi- 
genous in  Cochin-China  and  the  Moluccas.  The 
guava  is  frequently  used  by  the  private  soldiers  in  the 
West  Indies,  as  an  astringent  in  dysentery,  diarrhoea, 
and  bowel  complaints  generally,  and  we  may  add,  as 
we  are  given  to  understand,  surreptitiously,  and  with- 
out the  knowledge  of  the  medical  officers,  even  in  the 
military  hospitals.— Ed. 


MEDICAL  APPOINTMENTS:. 

The  following  gentlemen  have  been  <aneV 
bearers  of  the  Royal  College  of 
for  the   ensuing  year  i    IVsoioW ,  Jama 
M.D. ;  TVeeenrer,  Alexander  Maeanley,  MJ> 
rim*,  Robert  Omond,   M.D.j  OonmvaHi 
Mueeum,  Henry  Goodsir. 

Mr,  Stanley  has  been  elected  one  of  the 
at  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of 
room  of  Mf .  Thomas,  resigned. 


;  Like* 
e/  tm 


England,  iamt 


OBITUARY. 
The  Edinburgh  papers  of  Friday  announce  the 
sudden  death  of  Dr.  Abercromhie,  of  that  dry.  Oa 
Thursday  morning  he  was  found  by  his  serrsnt  lying 
dead  in  his  own  room.  It  is  supposed  that  he  vst 
carried  off  in  a  fit  of  apoplexy.  Dr.  Abercromhie  ess 
an  Honorary  Member  of  the  Provincial  Medical  sal 
Surgical  Association. 


BOOKS  RECEIVED. 

Remarks  on  the  Present  State  of  the  Medical  Pro- 
fession in  this  Country,  and  on  the  changes  propose! 
by  the  Bill  recently  introduced  into  Parliament  by  Sir 
James  Graham,  Bart.,  &c.  By  Thomas  Noaneley, 
F.R.C.S.,  &c  &c.    Leeds.    1844.    pp.24. 

A  Manifesto,  by  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Aswdt- 
tion  of  the  Borough  of  Maryleboae.  London.  1844. 
8vo. .  pp.  16, 


ERRATUM/ 

We  are  requested  by  the  author  of  the  letter  carte 
"  Incorporation  of  General  Practitioners,''  to  correct 
an  error  in  the  fifth  paragraph  of  his  letter.  The 
passage  referred  to  should  read  as  follows :— "HA 
Society  or  College  should,  under  the  provisions  of  fa 
bill,  return  from  two  to  four  representatives  to  the 
Council  of  Health  and  Medical  Earnest'**.  If  d* 
number  of  representatives  be  fixed  at  four,  two  of 
these  at  least  should  be  from  tb*  province*.  Wmn 
incorporated,  the  new  Society  or  CoBeae  should 
either  alone,"  Ac. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Communications  have  been  received  from  Mr.  F.  wV 
Ftttook;  Dr.  Soulby;  Mr.  Carter;  Dr.  TamtaUj 
Mr.  W.  Matserson,  jun. ;  Mr;  Watson;  Dr.  Made*? 
Mr.  Yale;  Messrs.  Dorrington  and  Franklin j  Mr* 
Caffin  j  Mr.  F.  Elkiagton ;  Dr.  J.  C.  Smart;  M* 
Trevor;  Sir  J.  Fife;  Mr.  Clarke;  Mr.  P.  Meiunj 
and  Mr.  F.  Cox. 

These  communications,  together  with  several  others, 
which  have  been  unavoidably  postponed  to  mem 
room  for  the  Report  of  the  Derby  Meeting,  «•* 
receive  early  attention. 

A  Constant  Header ;  The  list  to  which  he  slMes  h*f 
not  hitherto  been  regularly  sent  for  msertion.  Ws 
will,  however,  endeavour  to  remedy  the  omissfon. 

It  is  requested  that  all  letters  and  communieiftVmi. 
be  sent  to  Dr.  Streeten,  Foregste  Street,  WorcestsE 
Parcels,  and  books  for  review,  may  be  s^dremtd». 
the  Editor  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  SmjScsl 
Journal,  care  of  Mr.  Churchill,  Princes  8tre*  Soho. 
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CUBICAL  tBCTUHBS  ON  DISLOCATIONS, 
DELIVERED  AT  THE  CHARING  .  CROSS 
HOSPITAL. 

By  Hnjfsor  Hancock,  Esq.,  Surgeon  to  the  Hospital. 

LuCTUSUI  IX. 

fcvwtmu  ot  rtn  tbwdon  br  the  long  hbad  of 

TRY  BICEPS. 

This  accident  may  be  occasioned  by  falling  upon 

tbe    arm,  by  violent  twists   of  tbe    limb,   without 

.  external  violence  referred  to  tbe  part,  or  by  tbe  sadden 

and  violent  extension  of  tbe  limb,  as  when  we  put  ont 

our  arms-  to  eave  ourselves  in  Calling.    The  patient 

experiences  at  tbe  moment,  a  sensation  oF  snapping  tn 

tbe  shoulder,  soon  succeeded  by  inability  to  raise  the 

.band  to  tbe  head }  acute  pain  is  caused  by  even  slight 

.  pressure  in.  tbe  course  of  tbe  bicipital  groove,  or  lower 

,  down,  on  tbe  muscle  itself  j  tbe  latter  becomes  flabby, 

and  tbe  movement  of  the  arm  backwards  and  forwards 

produces  acute  suffering,  mostly  referred  to  the  ritua- 

tjqn>  of  the  biceps,  where  it  passes  over  the  bead  of  the 

Jiumerus,    tn.  ope  case,  related  by  Mr.  Stanley,  to 

which  I  shall  hereafter  refer  you,  the  effort  of  bending 

.  the  foseurm  was  attended  with,  peculiar  spasmodic 

.  vibrations  of  the  biceps.    There  is  also  swelling  fn  the 

course,  of  the  biceps.    The  bead  of  tbe  humerus  is 

djaum  upwards  and  forwards,  and  approximates  the 

JMWomion,  process,  more  than  natural.    Mr.  Stanley, 

la  an  interesting  paper  published  in  the  third  volume 

ol*  the  Medical  Gazette,  relates  the  following  instances 

of  this  accident. 


A  gentleman  slipping,  fell  with  bis  shoulder  against 
curb-stone,  twisting- Ms  arm  inwards  and  badk- 
severe  pain  in  the  joint  *nd  inability  to  use 
\  biceps  muscle  immediately  followed,  and  in  a  few 
uafoa  of  blood  into  the  cellular  tisane,  con- 
a  the  course  of  the   biceps.    The  slightest 
I  of  the  arm  backward,  was  excessively  pain- 
ful, precisely  in  the  sanation  of  the  biceps  tendon, 
rover  tbe  head  of  the  bunienis.    The 
i  the  chest,  to  quiet  and  relax 
and  the  pain  continued  unabated  many 
He  was 


A  man  in  Cornwall,  scuffling,  fell  on  his  arm,  which 

was  thrown  backwards  at  the  time.    He  felt  something 

give  way  in  his  shoulder,  and    soon    could  neither 

**>•  Ni-arm  to.  hie  head,  nor  hand  to  his  mouth.    The 

.most  gentle  application  of  the  fingers  towards  the' 


head  of  the  humerus,  between  the  coracoid  and  aero- 
mion  proceesev  or  lower  dowu  the  arn^  in  t^e  course 
of  the  biceps,  produced  acute  pain,  out  nowhere  else, 
either  by  pressure  on  the  joint,  or  free  motion*  The 
biceps  was  shortened,  soft  and  flaccid,  and  could  not 
be.  made  to  retract..  The  patient  waa  totaled  /or  rup- 
ture of  the  biceps  tendosu  ^tutfe  motion  was^owed 
in  four  weeks,  and  he  lUtunately  recovered*-   . 

CASX  III. 

A  woman,  aged  35,  slipped  down  in  the  street,  and 
extended  her  arm  to  save  herself ;  she  experienced 
acute  pain  in  the  shoulders,  on  attempting  to*  bendW 
elbow,  raise  her  arm,  or  when  pressure  was  teM&ed 
over  the  course  of  the  biceps  tendon!  JThe  eflbrtof 
bending  her  forearm  was  attended  with  pecUBjar-vWra- 
tory  movement  of  that  part  of  the  bleeps,  wbesjceHthe 
biceps  continued  and  was  distinctly  felt  Mhture 
could  be  borne  without  para  at  Tbe  end  oiTlecfr'wccks, 
but  the  power  of  the  biceps  was  not  at  taut  time 
restored.  ...  ,   , 

Mr.  Knox,  in  the  14th  number  of  the  same  Journal, 
mentions  four  cases  in  which  this  tendon  was  defective 
and  adhered  to  the  margin  of  the  bicipital  groove, 
instead  of  running  to  the  glenoid' cavity.  iVuve of 
the  seven  cases  related  by  Mr.  Smith,  the  tendon  of 
tbe  biceps  bad  been  ruptured,  and  waa  attached-to'the 
interior  margin  of  tbe  bicipital  groove,  Mr* . rlargrave, 
in  tbe  48th  volume  of  the  Edinburgh  lomml,  nays, 
that  he  has  often  found  the  biceps  tendon  ruptured  in 
old  people  without  other  lessons.  Front  ftV  eases  I 
shall  have  to  relate  to  you,  when  we  treat  of  partial 
luxations  of  the  bead  of  the  humerus,  we  snail  marn 
that  in  several  instances,  the  latter  accident  nssa/  he 
complicated  with  rupture  of  the  tendon  osT  the  bfeeea. 
What  influence  the  giving  way  of  the  taMa  hut,  in 
the  production  or  favouring  of  these  accMeutsi  wfll  be 
further  considered  by  and  bye.  ' * 

Dr.  Labatt  laid  a  preparation  Wore  -the  ftoyal 
Surgical  Society  of  Paris,  in  March,  1638,  tiken  from  a 
woman  aged  60.  The  head  of  the  humane  wee1  firmly 
supported  against  the  acromial  process,  by 'w  vertical 
rent  in  the  capsular  ligament  which  girded  its* anato- 
mical neck.  The  head  of  the  bone  waa  wBteoeeVbut 
completely  denuded  of  cartilage. s  The  tendon  Of  the 
biceps  was  exceedingly  thin  and  wasted,  endow  treeing 
it  up  in  the  groove,  it  was  found  to  terminate1  ty  a  Arm 
insertion  into  the  upper  part  of  its  outer  edge,  vending 
off  internally  a  fibrous  production,  which,  aleseet  im- 
mediately became  continuous  with  the  capsule,  running 
along  the  inner  lip  of  the  rent  towards  the  apex  of  the 
glenoid  cavity ;  but  to  which  if  was  not  ctaarff  1 
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of  the  supra  and  iuireHatf aatae, 
t  perfect. 
L  of  there  eases,  and  the  niaimermwh^ 
f  to  the  pathesegical  records  before  a*  Before 
i  to  remedy  eaiechief,  by  .causing  tb*  barer 
portion  of  the  long  heed  of  the  biceps  to  adhere  to  one 
o?  other  of  thebpsof  tlm  Uriniscl  groove ;  ftmtqm- 

and  forwards,  sad  the  difficulty  so  frequently  expe- 
of  restraining  the  head  of  the  bone  in  sita,  ia 
r  accident,  appear  to  eee  to  throw  consirtcrsMa 
ithe  probability  of  effecting  a  perfect  core 
the  tendon  of  the  bleeps  is  raptured,  without 
i  or  less  lesion  of  the  functions  of  the  pert  remain- 
tug.  If,  m  Mr.  Stanley  has  obeyed,  the  reparation  of 
the  Injury  must  consist  in  the  adhesion  of  the  tendon 
to  the  head  of  the  bone,  end  that  the  treatment  of  the 
case  should  be  especially  directed  towards  thatresult, 
It  k  vary  evident  that  the  use  of  are  bldpitsi  tendon, 
as  tar  as  concerns  dm  functions  pointed  out  by  Mr. 
*  of  opposing  thaoapaular  muscles  of  the  joint, 
\  the  head  of  the  humerus  away  from  the 
be  vary,  much  impaired,  if 
t  .not  entirely  lost ;  and  it  would,  therefore,  appear  most 
'  probable  that  the  abutting  of  the  greater  tubercle  of 
against  the  acromion  process,  and  the 
inability  to  raise  the  arm  to  any  great 
1  In  Mr.  Sodon'e  case  of  dislocation, 
I  aJv/ajn  be  present  to  a  greater  or  less  degree 
■hare  the  auutaUraptui-ed. 
It  eaftsjnay  to  a  question  worth  considering,  whether 
pernM  dislocation*  in  which*  do  what  we 


prevent  the  head  of  the  bono  being 
i  up  again  to  its  abnormal  position,  are  not  com- 
er always,  complicated  with  rupture  or  dis- 
placement of  the  tendon  of  the  biceps. 
Ia  Mr.  Sarth'acessa,  taken  es  4hey  were  fromhttdis- 
his  attention  was  first  attracted  by  the 
id  signs  of  displacement  which 
nW  joaats  presented,  he  having  no  previous  knowledge 
of  Osaa^rtdaalf  ;  aad  I  believe  this  view  of  the  case 
v4U  be  borne  out  by  the  pathological  facta  I  here  to 
usjate  to  yoaia  connection  with  the  partial  dislocations 
af  the  head  of  the  humerus.  Of  the  cases  related  by 
If*  Stankry,  tsm  recovered)  the  third,  although  at  the 
,  ami  of  a  nreuth  free  from  pain  upon  r/ressure,  bad  not 
the  entire  net  of  the  muscle,  and  whether 
rer  entirely  recovered  the  use  of  her  limt>  is  not 
I  by  has  author. 
It  is  to  be  preenmad,  that  in  the  cases  related  by 
Mr.  Stanley}  the  head  of  the  humerus  remained  in  the 
glsncid cavity,  without  being  unusually  epnroxbnated 
totlm  eoxacoid  or  acrosnioa  process,  u  such  aa  im- 
patUat  symptom  would  ecaccely  have  been  unnoticed 
by  an  acute  *  surgeon  and  excellent  an  anatomist  as 
that  smtftemna*  wo  must  alao  recollect  that  he  had 
not  the  epimrtunity  of  examining  bjs  cases  by  dre* 
auction,  and  could  therefore  only  conjecture  the 
rupture  of  the  tendon*  whether  entirely  or  partially  he 
•could  hare  no  means  of  ascertaining  with  any  degree  of 
A  partial  rupture  would  produce  the  same 
\  of  symptoms}  and,  moreover,  a  part  remaining 
the  undue  elevation  of  the  head 
of  the  buna,  and  than  ■neannl  for  complete  recovery. 
aVsafmsnf.— Your  object  in  these  eases  should  be  to 
i  the  two  portions  of  the  tendon,  to  obtain 


union  if  possible,  crothcrwiee  to  favour  then 
of  the  lower  portion  to  the  head  of  the! 
Mr.  Stanley  has  pointed  out.  To  do  tab  enYctsanj, 
nines  the  haniio  the  eeau-ennine  posit***  (hm  bus* 
use  thumb  upwards,  making  your  patient  gram  tat 
opposite  shoulder;  thus  you  effectually  relax  the  Ucen) 
muscle,  es  you  will  at  once  perceive,  upon  lamV 
meting  that  the  biceps  is  Insertof  lato  the  beck  </tht 
tubercle  of  the  radius,  and  that  the  first  attkn'oTU* 
muscle,  whan  the  hand  is  prone,  is  to  render  it  mptae 
before  it  can  effect  flexion  of  the  elbow.  Now  apply  • 
roller  carefully,  beginning  from  below,  carrying  it  m 
to  the  axilla,  end  fining  a  compress  over  thecearst  ef 
the  biceps  tendon,  by  whiehjneaas  you  will  here  tts 
masole  quiet  and  prevent  Pjiepni ;  <areV  jsstjy,  mew* 
the  arm  in  this  position  by  bandages.    . 

To  enable  me  to  complete  the  account  of  acekkan 
to  which  the  tendons  of  the  bicepe  are  liable,  I  uiH  Sov 
relate  the  following  case  published  by  Sir  6.  BaDmjel, 
in  the  43d  volume  of  the  B4mkmr$k  Jtfcaumf  Seem* 
It  belongs  to  the  section  in  which  we  shall  tamtef 
injuries  about  the  elbow  joint,  but  it  is  perhaps  better 
that  I  should  give  it  here,  as  you  win  thee  hue 
together  the  different  injuries  to  which  this  meson  n 
subject,  and  be  thus  enabled  to  contrast  tbeir  vsrhm 
symptoms. 

Mr.  D,  aged  50,  e  healthy  man,  whilst  ranfana 
heavyweight  by  the  tips  of  the  fingers  of  hb  rick 
hand,  suddenly  «lt  e  snap,  accompanied  by  mock  pus 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  arm,  a  little  above  tae  efts*. 
The  weight  instantly  dropped  from  his  hand,  and  heusi 
conscious  of  inability  to  use  his  arm  as  before.  Oi 
trying  to  take  off  his  coat,  a  few  seconds  altar  tht 
accident,  he  experienced  greet  difficulty,  owing  to  tat 
swelling  of  the  arm.  Upon  examinatioaya  large  tsnanr 
waa  obsenred  in  the  middle  of  the  arm,  occupying  tht 
seat  of  the  belly  of  the  biceps.  Mr,  D.,  (sgimt 
chemist,)  considered  this  to  be  effusion,  and  there** 
had  a  bandage  applied,  which  almost  entirety  removal 
the  pain,  and  enabled  him  to  use  hip  arm  with  e*s> 
paratively  little  inconvenience.  l%e  nest  mwdeg, 
Mr.-D.'s  son,  a  surgeon,  examined  the  Hmb,  and  est* 
sidered  the  swelling,  which  had  increased,  to  be  csmsi 
by  retraction  and  swelling  of  the  biceps  mtnek;  b 
which  opinion  he  was  confirmed  by* finrKttgfliei  total 
hollow  which  existed  beloWthe  tumour,  there  oreMbt 
detected  a  body,  apparently  the,  bicepe  temjonj  *£* 
was  loose  above  the  extremity,  and  could  be  anwei 
from  one  side  to  the  other  without  difieuity.  Bream* 
were  now  applied,  consisting  of  two  pieces  ef  leaner, 
accurately  and  tightly  laced,  one  on  the  aim,  tit 
other  on  the  forearm,  with  a  strap  passing  frees  tht 
lower  to  the  upper  piece  of  leather,  rer  Ore  purpose  W 
keeping  the  arm  bent;  owing  to  the  paries* aatritfa*: 
in  using  his  arm  very  much,  the  baneammcmnslnstM 
kept  accurately  applied,  and  aiterteaor  tournamasyj 
they  were  thrown  ankle.  The  tends 
tracted  adhesjonetothe  iicsjhbeiirmg 
considerable  swelling  remained  for  a  length  ef  lhm> 
and  also  some  difference  in  the  form  of  the  reosrusi 
yet  the  patient  could  use  his  arm  pretty  won't  **** 
was  not  so  strong  as  formerly,  and  onenuat  fJPsay 
great  exertion.  '  "*  '* 

He  experienced  pern  end  dlattam)  tlltoy  hff  omka» 
roured  to  retoe  weights  with  the  potest  <<***  nuns* 
andtbepowarof  pionntion  wso  moth  impeded.  & 
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l  the  tendon  to  hare  ben 
hern  ten  in  insertion  into  the  radios,  end  that  flexion 
vm  performed  by  the  brachialis  enticus,  end'ntexor*  of 
the  carpi*  end  fingers.  Seine  defects  oxanaid  eight 
nmathsefter  the  accident. 

1  Thai  ceet  h  decidedly  interesting  hat  would  hate 
be&ssuchnmreso,  had  not  the  petfcet  eo  obstinately 
the  endeatoart  of  kit  surgeon,  by  per- 
hi  nsfef  ***  •*■>»  •»*  -we  •*■  deprived 
Of  the  advantage  of  knowing  what  the  result 
tape  been*  had  he  submitted  to  proper 
It  does  not  appear  that  the  methods 
ecaplojid  were  quite  adapted  to  the  urgency  of'  the 
ease ;  no  restraint  was  placed  upon  the  hand,  and  when 
we  recollect  how  the  biceps  is  inserted  normally  into 
the  radiusi  hoar  stmoet  entirely  the  hand  far  connected 
wfch  tbt  latter  Bone,  ai>d  merenver,  that  the  radius  hi 
ate  ntofaMe  hone  of  the  forearm,  it  mast  be  evident, 
that  when  the  patient  need  his  hand  he  moved  the 
radius,  and  at  the  same  time  prevented  the  tendon 
"Mntin£  ae  talmeraeey  as  it  might  otherwise  have  nonet 
*  Thnsenaefcae  of  treatment  ought  to  be  adooead  m 
aawiasi  as  in  mat  of  rapture  of  the  long  tendon  of  the 
%Mes ;  euljr  here  yon  sneeld  commence  your  bandage 
us  the  eioulderand  carry  It  down  te  the  elbow,  instead 
mf  beginning  below  and  proceeding  upwards,  as  I  bare 
Be  careful  to  piece  your  patients 
I  upon  hit  opposite  shoulder,  before  applying  the 
enuflugo,  mi  oener  respects  pasesae  m  n  meaner  msuusr. 

in  my  last  lecture  I  described  Mr.  Eerie**  apparatus 
for  Injuries'  about  the  shoulder,  and  alfco  that  modified 
by  Mr*.  Chejman,  and  I  then  mentioned,  that  although 
wall  adaptee*  for  the  purposes  intended,  they  were 
'Babes  to  the  objection  of  being  ray  complicated 
end  consequently  very  expensive,  and  moreover,  that 
unless  a  furgeon  Bring  in  the  country  had  already  pro- 
vided himself  with  one  upon  the  expectation  of 
meeting  with  a  case,  much  time  would  be  lost  before 
he  eooJtf  betain  it.  To  obviate  these  ebjectioae  I  have 
invented  an  apparatus,  a  modification— but  a  very 
simple  modification  of  the  lent  Mr.  Barfe's,  end  which 
his  the  advantage  eeer  thutToreuted  by  the  latter  gerf- 
tffcmaa  in  being  both  simple  and  cheap,  and  one  which 
can  he  made  by  any  one  who  can  stttrh,  in  tees  than 
half  an  hour. 

It  consists  of  a  ton£sleeve,mede  either  of  old  sheeting 
or  bed-ticking,  which  should  be  mug  enough  to  extend 
tern  the  middle  of  the  humerus  to  about  three  inches 
beyond  the  patient's  fingers,  and  having,  consequently, 
what  (for  the  purposes  of  description)  I  shall  call  a 
'  numeral  and  a  digital  extremity,  and  also  n  hole  cor- 
respoading  to  the  olecranon  to  allow  that  process  to 
project  through.  The  digital  extremity  termi- 
nates ina  cWeVnsc,  or,  in  other  words,  is  sewn  up, 
and  to  it  is  attached  a  bandage  three  Inches  wide, 
made  either  of  the  tame  material  as  the  sleeve,  or  of 
etroug  webbing,  which  is  firmer  and  consequently  better. 
Tbif  bandage  should  be  at  least  three  yards  long,  but 
yon  mpst  be  guided  as  to  its  length  by  the  corpulence 
end  stse  of  your  patient.  To  the  posterior  and  external 
seergin  of  the  humeral  extremity  of  the  sleeve  is 
attache^  another  strap,  from  three  quarters  to  a  yard 
lanfr  of  Ae  same  width,  anil  made  of  the  same  material. 
A  pad  for  the  axilla,  made  with  bran,  with  a  tape  to 
pass  round  the  patient'*  neck,  completes  the  apparatus. 

I  will  now  show  von  the  manner  in  which  it  is  lobe 


applied :  we  will  suppose  that  you  hare  a  fracture  of 
the  acromion  processor  of  the  neck  of  the  scapula;  hi 
the  former,  as  I  have  already  told  yon,  yon  ■hnatfl ' 
hot  place  a  pad  in  the  axilla;  In  the  letter,  ye*  wan* 
net  only  use  the  pad  for  the  axilla,  but  also  one  between 
the  elbow  and  the  side,  or  one  which,  extendfcBg  teen 
theexjflato  tie  elbow,  wiU  answer  the  purpose  of 
both. 

I  Or*  put  the  sleeve  on  the  injured  arm,  with  aha 
elbow-  projecting  through  the  Opening  made  for  that 
purpose,  and  then,  bending  the  patient's  forearm,  place 
it  horizontally  across  bis  chest.  I  carry  the  bandana 
from  the  digital  end  of  the  sleeve  under  one  oapcnfte  • 
arm,  obliquely  across  the  back,  from  below  upwarue 
over  the  frbdt  of  the  injured  A  wilder,  without  jii  nssiiig 
upon  the  acromion  process,  under  the  beexnam  eras 
round  the  beck  under  the  elbow  of  the  heated  sfcfc, 
and  pin  the  end  to  the  band  ereealng  the  breast: '  I 
now  carry  the  strap  from  the  humeral  ei»d  of  tan  sleeve 
upwards  acrbm  the  back  towards  the  opposite  shouHer, 
and  pin  it  up  to  the  oblique  band,  by  which  the  head 
of  the  bone  is  drawn  upwards  and  baekwardx  ami 
completely  supported  against  the  acromion  process. 

Should  the  case  be  one  of  rupture  of  the  bicipital 
tendon  or  fracture  of  the  corteoid  process,  you  employ 
the  axillary  pad,  and  apply  theapparatu*a*felfe^>-» 
Baring  put  the  patient**'  arm  in  tbe  sleeve,  yowreat 
hfe  band  on  the  shoulder  of  the  opposite  side,  sunt  essay 
the  long  bandage  obliquely  across  the  bade,  eve*  the 
elbow  of  the  injured  side,  and  round  she  waist  ae'ea)en 
as  it  will  go;  pin  it  there,  ami  support  the  elbow  by 

fasten  it  to  the  bandage  enefaeemg  the  want. 

Yen  will  observe  that  this  eeusjrstas  a*  fane^^  it* 
objection  urged  by  Mr.  Cbap«e**a«u>st  that  forested 
by  Mr.  Eerie,  as  it  leaves  the  inotions  of  the  sound 
nbouMer  entirely  free  and  naimnedad,  and  the  mat  of 
injury  uncovered,  enabling  yon  to  watch  the  state 
of  parts,  without  the  ncneeej*.  of  e^sturhjnf  the 
apparatus.  .  .  ^   '.•»--?•.  . 

Since  my  last  lecture,  Mr.  UooUon,  our  .House 
Surgeon,  called  my  attention  to  an  eut-sajient,  w.w» 
bad  Jallen  down  upon  her  left  shoulder.  $he  expe- 
rienced great  pain  at  we  tan*,  but  could  nrnve  the 
limb  and  raise  the  arm  to  her  head  when  she  applied 
to  him  immediately  after  the  accident,  two  days  pre- 
viously. As,  however,  the  ar*  had  become  nwtionlem," 
and  she  complained  of  eomnahpata,  ke  je»}uested  me 
to  examine  her.  She  told  me  that  wnen  she  attempted 
to  move  or  bend  her  arm  she  euflered  greatly,  ssjied- 
ally  ia  the  course  of  the  belly  end  long  tendon  of  the 
biceps  muscle.  I  desired  her  to  raise  ber.arm  to 
her  head,  but  although  she  endeavoured  to  do  so"  she 
could*  not,  and  complained  greatly  of  the  pain  Which 
the  attempt  caused  her,  but  at  the  same  time  the  pain 
was  confined  entirely  to  the  situation  of  (ke  bleeps. 
I  examined  the  arm  very  carefully,  and  could  detect 
neither  fracture  nor  dislocation,  but  upon  tracing  Up 
the  tendon  of  the  biceps  in  the  axilla,  I  found  it  more 
prominent  than  natural,  and  evidently  thrown  inwards 
upon  the  inner  tubercle,  whilst  pressors  upon  It  gave 
her  acta  es  she  experienced  when  the  ocm  wee  mured, 
I  therefore  decided  that  the  ease  was  one  of  displace- 
ment of  me  tendon  of  the  long  bead  of  the  bioeps,  and 
I  aceordinely  roamed  the  esea  stscenjry  taWaraX  at  tbe 
eeattwjaneerinfalmcto^ 
-.  .*•         ...  •     .    .      .1  igitfzedby  Vjj*  LC  t 
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aerose  the  cheat*  by  which  means  the  tendon  wai  re- 
tujrned  Cq  in  natural  position,  And  upon .  my  bow 
renucsting  the  patient  tp  raise  her  arm  to  her  bead,  she 
did  so  with  perfect  facility  and  without  complaining 
o(  any  pain.  t 


A'CHrtfCAL   AWALl'SIS   OF  THE  PRINCIPAL 

J FACTS  OF  DISEASE. 

^•. ..       i,  ■  ■. 

,Jn  this  paper  I  propose  to  make  a  critical  analysis  of 
^principal  facta  of  irritation  and  congestion,  asante- 
cedent  phenomena  of  inflammation. '  Subsequently,  in 
other  jnroers,  I  design  to  treat  in  tlhe  same  manner  the 
fajcts  of  ..inflammation,  fever,  Ac.  The  principles  of 
treatment  will  likewise  be  examined,  and  their  value 
tested  physiologically. 

fJifpe  is  not  mis-spent  in  trying  to  improve  the  basis 
of  medical  practice  by  the  study  of,  andsearcn  after, 
puinciplea,  and  by  the  endeavour  to  make  them  fruit- 
ful in  the  exercise  of  the  healing  art. 

,.    •         .     WajTATIQM   AND   CONGESTION. 

4<  W*  uumd  irritation  is  made  nae  of  to  express 
smmwee/the.  mupmuwtfm,  or  it*  parte,  known  only  by 
ftsnrajeenu  This  fee  seUreytfen*  proposition,  and  is 
fmnoneVmereiy  on  the.  couxcntioiial.nse  of  the  word 
fevtf ntisn,  in  the  language  of  medical  science. 

It.  The  ametedenm  of  Aeee  states  (i.)  maybe  mental 
excitement;  theappikattonvfa  mtmmeaittt anemjmy ;or 
the  eouivaJUmta  of  theses 

;Mentai  excitement,  -at  an  irritant  of  nerves,  excites 
p4Hor,  or  the  Mesh,  or  both,  in  capillaries  acting  in 
concert  with  them. 

'This  3s  the  sfmpleet  instance  of  sensation  acting 
upon  the  velocity  of  the  circulation  in  a  part.  .  Its 
effects  ere  transitory ;  .but  an  injury  continues,  there- 
fore Its  effects  ere  persistent. 

itl.  Irritation  tariet  in  its  effect*  accormng  to  the 
character  tf'Us  antecedent*  (n.),  iff  situation,  and 
relations.         * ' 

'  tfubofs  nas  remarked  (MPreleeoin  de  rmthologht  Ex- 
perimentale")  that  cessation  of  circulation  precedes 
iocrrase  in  its  velocity,  after  a  puncture  in  the  web  of 
the  frog's  foot.  Thompson  made  the  same  remark. 
(*'  Traite*  de  rtnftnmmetkm."    French  edition.)  : 

Pallor  and  the  blush,  cessation  and  increased  velocity ' 
-jeC  thncircolaUoo ;  these  opposite  effects  are  produced 
'  by  different  degrees  of  the  same  state  of  the  nervous 
system.  The  same  injury  (Dubois)  gives  rise,  locally, 
to  arrest  of  the  circulation,  and  to  subsequent  increase 
in  its  velocity;  the  ssme  idea  to  the  blanched  and 
crimsoned  cheek.  Ammonia  causes  the  circulation  to 
be  less  rapid,  (Thompson,)  but  its  action  is  probably 
etemjcaj,  (Mailer,)  and  therefore  its  effects,  which 
differ  remarkably,  are  not  to  be  relied  on.  The  same 
ooaervatioo  may  apply  to  other  stimulants,  in  the 
present  imperfect  state  of  knowledge  in  the  matter. 

IV.  Irritation  may  be  both  normal  and  ebnmmal.  ^  , 
This  and  the  preceding  propositfea  ecsnrace  all  the 
varieties  of  trtUatkm,  ih  whatever  structure  they  man, 
arise,  under  whatever  cfaranstance*  they  amy  subsist, 
and  by  whalsTtiages^nseyinat  have  seen  canited. 
Tfcejr  development  |s  reserved  few  (he  opportunity 


When  the  facts  on  which  they  are  based'  caff  for  nflf' 
elttcidation*. 

r  v*  Irttwanan  is  tsosyna+svAen  sjs  afsp$s).  ajn^jsnuyhj^i 
kbout  by  a  natural  count,  or  tfrns*4j^,^#fti. 
tttswpfear  smn  after  Me  ensue. if  removed  {HjkJgAi 

permanence  of  if  amwtr  (ir„  tit*)-  -. ..,»  *&  av  •.•« 
>  VI.  When  irritation  it  normal  M  aU  ****#*? 
a  vascular structure  ^M^^iefbBo^bmtofmtrmtty 
the  velocity isornetimes  preceded  if  arretttfm#rcmwv 
tionqf  the  part  (xi.).  •  •»    t    •-..   .    -i 

'    *  *'    -     "   *  J      .-*•-:        i.«\irt\  3» 

VII.  When  irritation  is  abnormal  (vJ  am  occurs  m 
a  vascular,  party  than  t$  «,  temporary  fisami  4*e- 
ceeded  by  preternatural  .velocity  of  $*  cuxukum 
(tiO  »  the  diameter  of  the  capillaries*  lessened ±  Ik' 
Usual  change  in  the  blood,  from  arferiaf  to ,  ajuout,'  do* 
noil  tah$  place  within,  them ;  the  blood  j  "* 
and  secretion  ie  suspended. 

Normal  ami  abnormal  inritanon  -ffojisee.  tjsa  mmt 
fonctknal  disturbance  in  the  r^atjlasjejj  ft&JC  the 
irritant  action  continue  beyond  a  certain  period,,  (fce. 
characteristic  phenomena  el  congestion,  frenonu},,ds- 
vdoped.  Under  whatever  csronsastan^ss  an  ar^o( 
the  circulation  precedes  aa  increase  in  ^avalofUt» 
the  diameter  of  the  capillaries  most  be  lessens^  is; 
these  vessels  collapse  when  empty,  e*4th*^nqfce/ihe 
heart  hen  to  overoome  geadaaity  the  reaj|tpnjuj,fis/<i 
to  it  by  firmly  closed  tubes.  It  is  probable,  $&£.<§ 
local  increase  in  the  velocity  of  capillary  circujstSon^* 
always  preceded  by  a  partial  emptying,  and,  Acoojs- 
quently  by  a  reduction  in  the  diameter  of  the  vestsjg 
The  force  of  the  heart  being  in  an  inverse  rsjio  to  the 
diameter  of  the  vessels,  it  follows,  that  a  decrease  |s 
the  diameter  of  the  capillary  tubes  must  be  succeeded 
by  an  increase  in  the  velocity  of  the  circnlatioa. .... 

The  presence  of  irritation  implies  the  fuvsencftpf 
nervous  matter  (i.)  M  The  retina  affor^^jmost 
striking  demonstration  of  the  general  tenuinationpf  a 
nerve,  and  dees  it  in  a  manner  so  satisfaclorv^that 
little  further  can  be  desired ;  and  it  gives  axnnle,  reasoa 
for  concluding  that  the  rest  hsve  a  similar  bnfrmodlfod 
termination.  Although  many  of  the  nerves  may  bt 
traced  to  form  a  membranous  expansion*  $*Mhf«e  **» 
so  small  in  proportion  to,  and  en  mncj^.mtcrworaa 
with,  their  respective  organs,  as  to  leave  tfojmtiapim 
Incapable  of  demonstrating  to  the  same .  degrojheir 
blthnate  termination."  (Swan,  "  A  Demcnsf^tlaa  of 
the  Nerves  of  the  Human  body.")  .  ^  ****** 

'  The  connection  which  exiau  between  ..thsj  nnfpus 
and  capillary  systems  cannot  be  established  by  miosis 
anatomy.  But  the  sensibility  manifested  by  animals 
When  the  inlercapillary  spaces  are  punctured,  and  the 
disturbance  which  ensues  in  the  circulation  of  the 
part,  demonstrate  with  the  utmost  certainty  that  such 
a  union  subsists.  The  severing  of  the  nerves  of  sen- 
sation at  their  roots,  destroys  all  sensibility  in,  the 
Intercapillary  spaces,  snd  a  puncture  made  within 
them  then  no  longer  affects  toe  circulation* 
<  The  left  limb  of  a  frog  hating  been  deprived  of 
sensation  and  motion,  by  an  injury  of  the  ansnaloord 
lit  the  loins,  the  cinmlatieo  was  exaunaM  ia*medi- 
ateJy  in  the  webs  of  both  feet,  and  the  .following 
results  were  noteql  ;«— 

Most  of  the  capillaries  in  the  paralysed  limb  were 
empty  end  invisible.    Here  and  there  one  or  two 
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TO  TU  9V1T0R  OT  THE  PROVINCIAL  MS&ICA1.  AH* 
SUBGICAL  JOUENAX. 

Sim, 

lam  tempted  once  more  to  trouble  you,  requesting 

you  to  allow  the  unusiiuii  of  the  following  explana- 

1*7  remarks  relative  to  my  recent  cms  of  Cajmiiaa 

cferetioa,  caHs4  forth  by  the  letters  of  Mr.  Knowlea 


saen]l  TJfaa .  ware  observed  to  contain  globules,  which 
ssoved  as  tardfly  as  possible,  and  sometimes  stopped 
entirely.  A  escalation  equally  alow  was  mriamlnci 
m^  larger  vessels  of  the  part  The  web  waa  then 
penotnre4tluoegh,endtbe  drcalation  waa  unaffected 
by  the  injury. 

iht  rsjfct  web  waa  then  exasaincd,  and  tbedrcula* 
UMmwastimefouiidtobecquaUyalow.  Tbeflameter 
of  An  veeeels  was  natural  where  t  circulation  was  ob- 
servable} bni  where  it  had  ceased  and  the  vessels 


m********  were,  to  he  seen.    Hie f ** J**8*"-! _l_ m°*. *»** !^]*~~ 
vessels 


were  equally  few  in  both  feet  The' 
weaves  then  punctured  through.  The  animal  made 
•  vast  elbrt  at  racape. 

Far  a  minute  the  circulation  eeaaed  altogether.  It 
waa  soon  re~estabnahed  with  Increasing  velodty,  and 
waa  shortly  as  rapid  as  in  health,  both  around  the 
puncture,  and  in  each  of  the  divisions  of  the  web. 
After  an  interral  the  circulation  waa  retarded  around 
the  puncture,  but  continued  to  be  rapid  elsewhere. 

Ik  an  hour  the  circulation  was  proceeding  as  before 
an  the  round  limb,  but  had  made  no  advance  in  the 


Fire  hours  later  the  circulation  waa  still  brisk,  and 
a^ncraUy  diffused  in  the  healthy  web  j  brisk  in  several 
parts,  tardy  in  others  in  the  paralysed.  Fifteen  hours 
laser  the  osculation  waa  nearly  equalized,  and  nothing 
new  waa  observable. 

A  BtUe  reflection  will  show  that  these  results  are  of 
some  importance.  They  involve  the  discovery  that 
the  sensitive  nerves  at  their  termination,  though  not 
essential  to  the  maintenance  of  the  capillary  circu- 
lation, may,  nevertheless,  exert  an  important  influence 
ewer  it  when  they  are  excited.  Their  influence  is 
local,  tor  had  it  been  reflected  in  a  manner  to  increase 
deforce  of  the  heart,  it  would  have  been  felt  in  the 
web  of  bofefceteesially.  It  would  thus  almost  seem 
that  an  afflux  of  nervous  power  to  a  part,  as  in 
vital  tmgescenoe  or  blushing  (n.)*  exerted  an  affinity 
for  the  blood. 

That  the  blood  should  traverse  the  capillary  vessels 
unchanged,  aa  authenticated  by  several  observers,  if 
such  a  fact  be  capable  of  ocular  demonstration,  must 
sjot.be  passed  over  unnoticed.  The  change  of  blood 
from  arterial  to  venous  is  a  chemical  phenomenon, 
and  is  caused,  on  the  authority  of  Uebig,  ("Theory  of 
ReauaastamV'J  by  a  conversion  of  peroxide  of  iron  into 
carbonate  of  protoxide  in  the  capillary  vessels.  If 
these  changes  are  suspended  animal  temperature 
ceases  to  be  generated  in  the  part. 
•  The  blood  globules  coalesce  during  congestion,  not 
owing  to  reduction  of  animal  heat}  for  they  do 
net  immediately  coalesce  even  on  removal  from  the 
vaaeebthcsamlveag  not  indeed  until  they  have  been 
isolated  tor  a  sufficient  length  of  time  to  become 
obnoxious  to  chemical  changes ;  an  agency  which  pro* 
bahly  gives  rise  to  their  coalescence  in  congestion  ? 

Tne  arrest  of  secretion  is  best  explained  by  a  consi- 
deration of  the  fact,  thatremora  and  stasia  are  condi- 
tions of  the  circulation  best  calculated  to  favour  secre- 
tion, nasi  that  in  active  congestion  tne  torrent  of  the 
ewrulatftn  is  increaaad.  The  influence  which  the 
condition  of  the  nerves  exerts  will  be 
the  head  of  ienaswnation. 

^  M  "  ww  ^^Pswwo^e^w^Vfle^ 


regret  the  appearance  of  these  observations ;  on  the 
other  hand,  I  am  pleased  to  see  them,  my  object  in 
publishing,  the  case  being  to  elicit,  if  it  should  com- ' 
ntand  sufficient  interest  and  attention,  the  opinion  of 
any  professional  brethren.  It  is  by  controversies  upon  ' 
difficult  and  doubtful  points  of  practice,  that  science  Ik 
advanced,  and  the  truth  established  ;  and  as  long  as 
the  dispute  is  carried  on  in  a  fair  and  gentlemanly 
spirit,  it  matters  not  who  goes  to  the  wall,  the  great 
human  family  being  the  gainers.  I  am  much  pleased 
with  the  generous  tone  of  Mr.  Knowles's  remarks ;  it 
is  pleasant  to  have  such  a  man  for  an  opponent,  and  it 
.must  be  very  delightful  to  find  him  our  ally.  A  fair 
estimate  of  the  success  or  failure  of  an  operation  or 
plan  of  treatment,  can  of  course  never  be  obtained 
•lrnless  all  the  cases  are  honestly  laid  before  the  pro- 
fession. It  unfortunately  happens  that  too  many  are 
apt  to  withhold  the  unsuccessful  and  make  known  only 
those  of  fortunate  termination,  letting  the  world  into 
the  secret  Only  of  what— 

"  Strasnmrr  nsited  people, 
The  mere  despair  of  surgery,  they  cure." 
To  my  thinking,  the  man  who  would  shrank  torn 
the  fulfilment  of  an  unpleasant  obligation  hie  duty 
imposes  on  him,  solely  from  the  oonaequeucea  to  1 
self,  is  unfit  to  practice  that  prolessienv  the  | 
of  which  ia  the  prolonging  of  hunaniUe,  i 
of  human  suffering;  and  the  sooner  he  employs  ma 
'  talents  in  another  sphere,  the  nwre  oonducive  wilHt  be 
to  the  dignity  of  h»  profession  and  the  best  interests 
of  humanitay    I  mast  say  it  ton  often  haanena  than  i 
onjasuies  and  critiques  follow  the  publication)  of  unanc-. 
ceeatnl  cases  from  men  not  altogether  qual{fi*4  on 
years  and  experience  to  issue  them.    From,  aass^who, 
tosveafcttgerctrrely--- 

"NevarserasqusdrcttintJmueiaY 

"^theaUThaonofAbae^lrnDwa     . 

"More  tan*  arsenate 
Now  for  a  lew  words  m  say  own- 
atflowka  says,  "It  hi  araefc  to  be 
consuttatfton  was  deferred  until  eleven  o*chick."  I 
will  just  give  him  a  tittfcintige*  into  the 
C}u^besetaeonntiypractitioner«  About  nil 
the  in^  me  woman  waa  taken  in  labour,  I 
my  friend  mV.Wttiarae,  of  Quflsbnrcemh,  nm 
dhuant)  he  was  not  at  heme;  tfctnainf  he  inenhftJ 
gone  to  dinner  at  Nortlmmpeon,  1 1 
my  servant  aweJt  Me  return,  af  expensed,  or*  if 
WHIiaauweremacaseltofoUewhrak  He  wans 
mga  lady  four  miles  from  home,  i 
my  summoaa.  It  wi 
o'etoek  ajn.;  I  then  sent  to  Lutterworth, 
eight  miles  distant,  but  frniskaaiy.  Mr.  Colston  fek 
slaWsnf  about  acting  without  a  third  lunruen,  and  an 
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tout  we  were  Nostnrs  mage  or  wisdom;  accordingly 
Mr.  Colston  himself  started  to  Harborongh,  another 
eight  miles,  and  returned  with  Mr.  Frauds.  How  had 
-  the  poer  woman  been  all  this  time  .'  Why,  truly  she 
bad  had  pains  all  night,  but  of  snch  a  character  that  I 
have  seen  many  woWn  War  the  kind  two  or  three 
days  In  a  first  labour  wi tout  anything  llkneftnmstion, 
ana*  such  as  would  not  advance  the  child  much,  even  in 
a  capacious  pelvis  -9  and  she  had  slept  at  intervals.  Mr. 
Frlnch  thought  the  pelvis  a  little  larger  than  I  did, 
and  after  much  flunking  and  anions  speculation,  we 
agreed  to  attempt  delivery  by  embryotomy,  as  affording 
the.  best  change  lor  the  mother.  And'  now  for  autho- 
rities to  justify  the  attempt.  '  < '  - 

The  pelvis  was  from  one  mcfi  and  a  naif  to  one  inch 
«tf  fo-eightlis  &» the abort,  and  Mtargt  aSttfctalln 
tee  lopf  diameter.  Dr,  Osborne  4*4  dearer  a  woman 
whose  pelvis  did  not  exceed  one  inch  and  a  half  in  the 
abort  diameter,' and  she  lived.  Mr.  Knowles  Jtjsoect* 
Dr.  Osborne  was  wrong  in  his  measurement;  I  do  not 
set jWhy  the  correctness  of  his  judgment  or  veracity 
should  be  doubted,  and  must  claim  aim  as  an  autho- 
rity on  saw  side.  The  talented  and  accomplished  Dy. 
Xei,  in  his  jncaatfly  pubfisbed  Jeotures  says,  (showing  a 
pelvis  to  his  class),  "  When  you  look  at  this  distorted 
pelvis'. from  malscosteon*  which  measures  only  one 
inch  and  three  quarters  from  the  last  lumbar  vertebra 
to  the  symphysis  pubis,  and  know  that  two  children, 
.at  the  fall  period,  were  drawn  through  it,  without 
destroying  As  ■mother,  you  niajr  conclntU  that  few 
%  cases  of  distortion  can'  possibly  occur,  where  you  will 
not  ultimately  succeed  in  ejecting  the  delivery  with 
the  crotchet?'  Mow  the  pelvis,  m  this  case,  measured, 
when  In  the  dissected  state,  one  eighth  of  an  inch  more 
tto  inmifte,  and  surely  not  more  than  mine  in  the 
firing  womnn^lmeTYJere  let  'me  observe,  that  the  man 
wbOTpretendStb-sn^Aqm^^senifcbf  touch,  that  he 
cAteUtewtle  ssgneh  af  an  mch  the  size  of  a  pelvis, 
wfth  the 'fingers  niontsnriljr  ctanystt,  possesses  a  tree. ' 
su^  that  1  do  noV  nor  many  of  m^  brethren  lay  claim  to. 
Dr.  Eee  again  safe  "  Wherever  Ihe prumtk*  pari  sen 
<tortueXe9,  to  apply  the  perforator  and  crotchet,  an 
attempt'  should*  alwats  be  made  to  deliver,  and  the 
CsMaffairtyei  IChJu '  i  eeel  ved  for  these  eases  In  which 
the  distbttion  is  so  great  that  the  os  uteri  and  pre- 
•*^P^«**itil^be*f*dre**h.''  Again,  says 
the  same  high  anthsstty;  *i  would  draw  an  entirely 
different  c^aniusjpa,  .and  in  ail  etas*,  wbassvsjr  the 
Entree  oi  fri***  mijK  fe  titles*  the  brim  •* 
sen***  of  the  pelvis,  attempt  to  deliver, by  irifjmomy 
'wbere'.tai  presenting  part  could  be, reached  Jbv  the 
inaas;and  the  crotchet  applied." 

;Mr.  Barlow  says, «  where  the  pelris  is  from  two  and 
atattJaeter-t*  saw  aw*'*  Amy,  delivery  should  be 
conquvsrtbucnrinTsjtcnsT.''  IcowMejufe  otter  autho- 
rities to  justify  ah*  practice,  bat  I  consider  eho  oprnton 
of  so  eminent  an  accoucheur  a»  En.  Let*  a  basts  wMm 
the  Act  of  his  bavins;  twice  delivered  a  iroma*  posses* 
sing  n  pelvis  certainly  not  larger  than  in  injr-caee,  at 
the  roMliae,  Is  n  triumphant  refutation  of  the  assertion, 
thniftmv*  impfuctkable  proceeding.  Mr.  Knowles 
hiaseanf  say%  tbat.  "when  the  aacro-pobic  diameter  of 
^N*  **•  itt  amonns  to  one  inch  and  three 
quarts**  dashunw  an«sn*na>  booffaoted  by-cramo*omy, 
^^  •^|w*e*is1a»of  eass^  We 

»»  IP  Wwr  fro/a  tiwttatawWtoUtW- 


be  successful  with  a  pelvis  one  eighth  of  an  inchkratr  ' 

aTery  line  dlstfucuon/oni  Gat  readVirfcety;  Wfifo 
not  be  of  irractjcat  value,  Oaten,  tl  wtrT  ton**  to 
define  exactly  to  a  line  the  sise  of  the  pelvis  and  the 
child's  head,  neither,  of  which  can  oe  done.  As  Mr. 
Knowles  considers  craniotomy  may  sometpm  K«*> 
cessful  with  a  pelvis  of  such  a  size,  I  contend  ever? 
woman  should  have  the  chance  and  ^nenent  of  tft 


Div  McEgan  prineipafly  con«rmmiSnyrnr*lh*4M 
because  ne  is  an  enemy  to  neett?ea»cfunio*mn/;  ***% '' 
no  sane  man  would  ever  perform  "It,  if  he  werec. 
it  was  needless  *  but,  very.  few,,,  perhaps 
fond. of  displaying  and  puffing  great  sut»>cak  deeds, 
would  fcesitate  to  adopt  it  in  a  case  of  doub^  and  girt  ' 
the  mother  the  benefit  of  the  cjoubt.    *'  •  '*   .^lt 

I  must  ever  be  an  enemy  to"  'die  tftjaxttWHK^1 
from   a  conviction   of  the   almost  t&ttuvnlbHulMfc 
changes  attending  it.    I  must  honestly  aftdei^*wjst f 
do  not  believe  Brooks  would  have*  iotoreid^r  bsi 
delivery  by  craniotomy  not  been  attempUd;  frsmssv 
although  of  course  that  operation  tended  to  ffesktt  ' 
her,  neither  my  colleagues  nor  J  considered  ljer  man) 
than  temporarily  depressed  by  it — indeed,  in  half  as 
hour,  she  wss  as  cheerful,  and  her  pulse  as'goddVn) 
ever.    I  firmly  believe,  had  the  operation  been^JeH 
formed  twelve  hours  earlier,  she  would  havtsdnt^JofP1 
as  rapidly,  for  the  prostration  following  if  irf'nnr  os* 
of  degree,  depending  on  the  previous  stlrnlt^oC  ma 
patient  altogether,  but  the  effect  of  n  trejuftkos 
shock  caused  by  an  almost  certainly  fatal  operation,  ' 
which  must  be  and  has  been  felt,  alike  by  tip  feeble  ' 
and  the  strong,  by  the  giant  and  the  dWarf.   ^ 1  coo-  ' 
tend  the  Cesarian  section  should  never  be*  re»5rt»t" 
to  while  any  reasonable  chance  remains*  of  delKeVy^ 
by  other  mesne.  I  have  proved/-at  least  Tlhiift  as**** 
that  craniotomy  holds  ont  a  reasonable  chance  of  tm> 
cess  |  and  in  my  case  it  was  tried.    Dr.  Let's  vast  tad 
statements  put  my  mind  at  rest  as  to  the  correebnst  ' 
of  the  proceeding,  and  justify  the  deed  to  myself,  ins* 
I  hope,  to  many  of  my  professional  brethren,    t  afu 
convinced  the  poor  woman  would  have  died  un&er  w" 
circumstances,  even  bad  the  Cesarian  bj>MfJ6nuS&ir* 
been  performed  and  performed  earlse?,-  aMfJWt** 
should  have  expected,  and  certainly  snouM'liaW  aHtm 
with  a  host  of  assailants,  .  for  not  bavins;  grfeffrmy 
patient  the  chance  <rt  delivery  by  embryotomy,  >9n)  ' 
is  just  one  of  those  cases  of  difficulty  and  nicety  tit*, 
terminate  as  it  will, .  is  sure  to  be  condemneeVsnlli 
Comfort  myself  with  the  conviction,  that  it  nf  more 
consistent  with  human  nature  to  censure  anil  coodeaSn  * 
than  justify  or  palliate,  while  I  am  strong  iff  fhefleW  * 
that  in  medical  affairs  it  is  much  easier  to  critfefrHhV' 
doings  of  others  in  dangerous  and  difficult  i 
than  tfi  act  for  themselves  in  similar  emergencJes. 
'  1  remain,  Sir,  . 

Your  much  oblige^  servant,  ,''  * 

Welford,  Nov.  15, 1844.      ,    '        ^  \\.  }hX  M  t 
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MO¥iNCIAL  .    • 

jWdtfcal  &  S5urjttal.3pttntai; 

4    WK>NMe>AY,  NG¥EM»EH  *7,  1844. 


It  wifl  be'seen  from  the  report  of  the  proceed- 
ing at  the  important  oieetlog  of  the  Provincial 
Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  held  at  Dexity* 

•■e^sS     •k||e^eW  f9^^9^iWM    »  ■F*JSaWnnSM>     ^■'■J    ej^nsjjfc      ^i^^Ww***lp0    OS** 

wife  tbomoTmaoy  other  influential 
held  m  dMhrent  parte  o§  the  king***, ' 
recognize  the  leading  principles  of  reform  Wthetto 
advocated  by  the  Association.  While  they  give 
credit  to  such  parts  of  the  measure  introduced  into 
|»ri^J»ep^.ti^^oi»e  Secretary,  as  are  calculated 
to  essay  out  thaae  principles,  tney  at  the  same  time 
shew-  odneein  it  tabs  ahovt*  o(  or  Jails  to  attain 
thesa,  add  record  the  dissent  of  the  meeting  from 
other  fs^  objectionable  in  thetnselves,  and  vrbJehi 
if 'parsed  Into  law,  wooM  unquestionably  prove 
destructive  to  the  profession,  and  injurious  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  community. 

Here,  as  elsewhere,  we  have  seen  the  strdng  and 
decided,  protest  against  that  false  step  hi  legisla- 
tion which  disfigures  the  first  clause  of  the  bill, 
and  which,  if  persisted  in,  must  fiually  vitiate  the 
wh*^  measure,  rendering  nugatory  any  good  to 
be 'Expected  from  other  provisions  of  unques- 
tionable value,  and  which  if  carried  out  with 
judgment,  and  modified  so  aa  to  include  within 
their  scope  every  class  of  the  profession,  must 
materially  tend  to  elevate  the  standing  of  the 
whole,  The  mischiefs  which  result  from  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine,  and  from  the  dabbling  in  medics* 
tidn  by  unqualified  and  ignorant  persons,' can  only 
be  appreciated  to  their  full  extent  by  the  medical 
profession,  and  when  "we  perceive  every  grade,  we 
nx*jht.almost  say.  every  individual  member,  of  that 
cordially  uniting,  and  with  one  voice 
i.-fsr  that  protection  in  the  exercise  of 
their  euffiug,  to  which  tbey  ere  justly  entitled  by 
the  rtquiremettt*  matfe  from  them,  before  they  can 
be  legally  licenced  to  practice  it, — when  we  see 
fast  thit  protection  is  sought  aa  much  for  the  wel- 
fare of  the  community  aa  for  the  direct  benefit  of 
the  nrsssssioty  it. is  impossible  hut  that  a  wise 
Government  must  yield  to  the  desire  so  reeeonably, 
ao  firmly,  and  so  generally  expressed, 

.  Equal  .right  to  practise  without  respect  to  local 
privileges,  is  unquestionably  conceded  under  the 
bin,  and  indeed  eoeid  not  be  withheld  from  any 
member  ofthe  profession,  for,  as  far  as  the  private 
and  lucrative  exercise  of  it  is  concerned,  it  is 
granted  to  every  individual,  man,  woman,  and  child, 
throughout  the  kingdom,  .  The  resolution  of  the 
special  general  meeting  of  the  Association,  in 
jefeneye  to  tins  point,  while  it  ackaowle<%es  the 
principle,  affirms  that  its  operation  should  he 


1  limited  to  the  ooahwed,  Meansed,  and  on* 
tared  practitioner,  and  while  it  contends  for  less  • 
equality  of  right  among  all  she  aaernbers.ofJhe 
profession,  recognises  aa  the  only  greand  en  waasb 
snoh  right  should  he  exeraJaasX  uniform  and  seas* 
dent  prisoary  qualification   in  every1  braneh  of 
medicine.    The  teaoftstidns  of  the  meeting  adjsit 
that  the  bill  provides  an  apprqaeh  toibi^imUbroity  . 
o/  qtwJfficetiosv  but  at  the  same  time 
necessity  of  still  further  carrying  it  out 
Now  these  are  two  of  the  leading 
which  have  ever  been  contended  for  by  the  AsteeW 
at  ion,  and  together  with  the  necessity  a*  fwotectieav  * 
are  clearly  act  forth  In  the  slassmunt  eisossatedby 
(fas  Ckmrna^anmngat  the  Mtusaui  of  the  House  of 
toaasaons  during  the  last  Session  of  Parliament, 
they  are  those  which  may  be  said  to  concern  the  • 
individual  and  personal  prosperity  of  every  nteaaber  » 
of  the  profession,  and  ought  to  he  conceded  without ' 
reference  to  any  publie  and  cornarate  rights  er- 
privileges  to  which  it  may  father  be  ifeessed  flsjnsg  - 
to  admit  him. 

It  is  to  these  corporate  and  public  privileges  that 
the  third  great  principle  contended  for  by  the  Asso- 
ciation— a  representative  voice  in  the  formatioQ  of 
the  councils  or  governing  bodice  has  isiathai,  and  I 
accordingly  we  fiiri  a  roselntjon.  of  %  meeting 
affirmiog  the  noceasity  of  a  farther  recognition  -^f 
this  principle  in.  the  Colleges  of  PnyaWeae  end)i 
Surgeons*  ..  U  ' ', 

In  the  statement  to  which  webwaw  alfcsdenV  it 
was  shown  that  the  general  pioofitkaier*  were 
entitled  to  be,  in  .like  manner,  eooselkntted  and 
incorporated  together  j .  and  whether '  the  Society 
of  Apothecaries,  to  which  body  it  must  be  admitted 
they  are,  as.a  class,  greatly  indebted  .can  be  ao,  fer  \ 
modified  as  to  meet  the  occasion,  o^  otherwise,  the* 
resolution  of  the  Derby  Meeting,  advocating  snehv 
an  incorporation,  is  not  only  'id  aecoitiatBfte' 
with  the  principles  before  set  forth  by  the  Assotte*- 
tion,  and  called  for  by  the  expressed  wishes  of  tins 
important  branch  of  the  profession,  but  ft*  adoption 
by  the  Legiskture.is,  under  existing  dnmmttaqcea,, 
absolutely  essential  to  give  due  effect  and.  eon. 
sisteney  to  much  that  is  useful  and  beneficial**  Si? 
James  Graham's  biS. 

\  The  principle  of  representation  has  been  toeo*. 
bized  So  the  constitution  of. the  Council  of  Health 
and  Education,  and  such,  being  the  case,  we  con* 
tend  thai  it  should  he  earried  out,  so  as  to  make  it 
elective.  Mow  fUe  it  cannot  be,  unless  k  renre* 
sent  not  only1  die'  Government  \  not  only  the 
Universities  and  Schools  of  Medicine  j  not  only  the 
Collegiate  Corporate  bodies  of  the  profession,  at 
present  under  the  bill  limited  to  physicians  ahd 
surgeons^  not  only  lip  metropolitan  towns^rat 
ri*k  the  wide}*  fitemted  ooontry  districts,  and  4* 


M* 


UwSjy*eP  ■■ 


bill,  %HnM  _ 

ftufch  we  the  chief  points  contended  for  nttd 
ahTrmsJ  by  the  reeotufionn  to  unanimously  agreed 
to  at  the  Derby  eneeting.  <n>V  all  adnut  of  being 
e^fe  Jeanes  Ouabain's  bill,  without 
.  to  *^  euseV  *»*  ** 


itt  principles.  W*  do  net'  know  that  any  cJaae  of 
refarmers  who.  nave  given  doe  consideration  to  the 
subpseft  In  aB  its  bearings  are  disposed  to  call  for 
aseanv  There  arfw  it  UtrovtQtne  minor  point*  in 
thai  asliunniaa  well  ssqujro  oainrejQtian,  b«t,<tba*e 
ballet ilo  4»  niAuag  nhiok  it ,«iU 
■rtniimhaliiir  or  tevuherwejrfcngsnf  nana* 
whfle  if  tha  alterations  abov  e  indicated  earn  be 
obtained*  we  believe  that  the  tneasnre  so  modified, 
wiQ  prove  highly  beneficial  to  the  community,  and 
aalbe  .seme,  than  tend  materially  to  adranea  the 
#aaaaanLahn  freatansn^and  ike  a  consolidation 
and  unity  to  it*  which  it  hat  never  hkhert*  enjoyed. 


!«EWCA8TLB.ON-T?NE  INFIKWARY. 

Fraca^oi^^owKF^a,  Reported  by  Mr.  T.  A.  Gjbb. 

;i^aS1ftl^.  ^JU'morith^  South1  Shields,  ad- 
aAttedtktobcr  18,  lfttt,  under  Sir*  John  Fife,  with 
chronic  hydrocephalus.  The  countenance  of  the  child 
m  pale  aad  dear,  otherwise  it  seems  healthy. 

»Wben  three  months  old,  U  appears  to  have  had 
acute  tydrocepjialas  j  it  however  recorered,  and  since 
that  to,  all  appearance  has  enjoyed  comparative 
health,  except  thai  the  head  has  continued  to  increase 
in  else ;  has  had  calomel  and  other  medicine  without 
electing  it.  The  child  has  rot  four  teeth,  can  see 
well,  and  hear  perhaps  too  acutely ;  the  bead  is  im- 
mensely .large,  twenty-six  inches  in  circumference,  ten 
foam  ear  to  ear  .orer  the  occiput,  Uiirteen  from  ear  to 
ear  orer  the  vertex,  fifteen  from  ear  to  ear  over  the 
forehead ;  the  skull  appears  to  he  dilated  pretty 
equally  ;  tne  eyes  slightly  project;  the  upper  part  of  the 
face  at  toe 'orbits  is  broadened  j  at  (he  base  of  the 
nose  it  is  completely  bine  from  the  collection  of  veins 
whteh  are  plseed  there,  and  issue  out  orer  the  fbre- 
hnai  $  the  other  parts  of  the  ahull  are  also  trarersed  by 
numerous  tortuous  and  enlarged  veins.  The  child 
seems  as  intelligent  as  others  at  the  same  age. 

Operetta.  Sunday  22nd.  Sir  John  Fife  placed 
the  child  on  the  knee  of  a  nurse,  its  head  in  a  line 
whh  the  spfne,  which  was  half  recumbent ;  he  then 
wfebaematt  tooeher  fienetmejd  tlie  membrane  In  the 
'  en  tee  left'  ssee,  aeaT  way  between  the 
.  ,sutnee  and  the.  toanyeral  bene.  After 
:  the  trochar  somewhat  less  than  two  inches,  the 
stilette  wjs  withdrawn,  followed  by  fourteen  ounces  of 
fluid,  the  first'twerre  of  which  were  perfectly  n'mpid, 
the  last  two  bloody.'  Compression  by  the  heads  of 
assistants  was  carefully  made  on  the  head,  and  main- 
tained afterwards  by  adhesive  straps  andahmghan* 
ensje^ijttfj  nryhfr sssng  enfhed  s»  aha  mean*  |» 


an  how  after  the  opera**  At  *MM  leaks!  i 
pelei  hnf  otfnunrjai  aayared  thaaasaetaad  nut  saejfa 
rigoronily  its  meteors  breast 

Ip.^^p^agwdi.  IwJAftimfl**** 
quite  easy  *  pulse  small. 

s3aL  Had  rather  a  restlem  night,  enjai  a  food 
deal,  and  often  took  the  breast,  the  mother  thinks  it  9 
from  some  griping  in  the  bowels ;  appears  pretty  we&i 
bowekregulars  shha  cent;  no  chlnri nea*veoU  ft 
teospoonfnl  of  castor  ehVie  ha  i 

tf th.   Desag  wa^cilm  a^ttana 
Bowels  not  rarreaniar,  cosgae^witn  same  gihjiaji 
head  much  snmUet  then  on  adaanahm., 

*7thu  Had  a  Utsis  »sa%yaiiwj«taaeeT,wh^ 
Ins  bowels}  gripiag,  awneh  relieved;  tested  wet  ant 
.  night;  looks  well,  and  head  the  saust* 

25th.  Not  so  well;  it  frequently  sweats*  sad  is 
often  drawn  up  as  at  it  was  in  .paaaftl 

wknanwraM,  except ssaahes,    Oeeanotl 

reajsderly^  .    .        »■•«.♦?  ?uM* 

3let.    Mnch  better;  nogripiagi  haunjhriunahyv* 

Noanmner  1st,    SwJ.FiftpatabeedegaaaaMsht 

head  this  morning.  ■    . 

5th.    Goingonwall.  jf 

SCUOTOXOUS  ULCKft  OP  THU  WOSt. 

Mary  Scott,  aged  19,  Brignal,  Yorkshire,  urn 
admitted  a  patient  at  the  General  Infirmary,  si^' 
tember  19, 1844,  under  Sir  John  Fife,  with  iftUaW 
nicer  of  the  nose,  destruction  of  the  septum,  atffaT 
aperture  in  the  bones  of  the  palate.  The  uk*r  OT  an 
aose  began  about  ten  weeks  ago,  and  that  of  ttfesttna, 
about  eight  weeks. 

Powdered  herkaad  aotaash>tartintesu!  iron»  twjcsawfr, 
Rhubarb,  sOl  end  oahue*],  the  heareh)  iNna&con/njsh. 
of  caaandeof  Usee,  *a€0***t*#mh* 
I  water,  e^ht  onnrat,  lb  ante 
*  geigle,  to  beiisedfae^nrntly* 

QMtwriea,  Tuesday,  *2ad.    Sir  John  Fife  iiisjUW 
a  yertically  obloag  portion  of  the  upper  Isp  fines  aSe 
lining  membrane  of  the  mouth,  and  nana  eutafchf 
red  eitremky  which  had  formed  part  of  the  Up1;  havsay 
first   divided   the  anterior  and  interior  -pmthmiaf" 
the  remaining  uitflage  of  the  ■neanaj  he  auianlani', 
detached  end  of  the  portion  of  tnetuype*  li^atdthnei . 
siHc  suture.    A  short  eisee  <*  elsatic  genu  li  m§i  nea 
insroduced  on  each  side  the  near  septum,  to  nana  a, 
nostril,  and  the  whole  secured  by  straps  of  sdaanse 
plaster.    A  suture  was  also  passed  through' the  euneuJr' 
edges  of  the  upper  np,  concealing  tlm^nrinurfteer 
whiet  the  septum  had  been  touted.  —.•/■* 

The  septum  has  united,  and  it  iuspsawsn  ekajrlh: 
appearance  omn4envahly.    Going  onaruth  J 

DISLOCATION  OV  TBU  AStnAnALOS. 

Patrick  Bramon,  was  brought  into  the  thetfajai 
the  22nd  of  October,  when  Sir  J.  Fife  pouUademttee 
obttquefractare.  of  the  tibia  sesnuusittg  thji  Wftf 
inalenuis,  the  fnwUre  neaa^fiomtbecea«re< 
end  of  the  bone  upwards  and  outwards  j  ^he  s 
was  dislocated  backwards,  the  jfoot  being  1 
''and  tlie  heel  lengthened  in  an  'exjra^-^'-1 
the  tendons  were  rigid  and  die  foot  x 
fixed  in  its  dislocated  position,  the 
tea  onyaago,  inararyi 
«•  »      -  pigitizedJayJ 


rddWJtiAW  :AtfTMM¥fts&.' 


5#- 


sir  7.  We  -aivrifea  tite  teddo  **iitt,  tit*  wWeV 

^OJfc1  Lii8.tf_al .?_.  'rtMLi  'uffWUkLi  "u*<  i  11  -i  wnyfftii'ni'ifiil  ut\,v 
wim  wire  exernon  OTTorce,  nir  succeeoen  iiri  wuliihj" 

tlfc^Wocatibn ;   the  Hmtf'wW'  flfett >fllac%d  'nttm'  a 

ssnNwhid'fnc  Mtraiget  rotnidf  it  WfrwW'iHlH  stardk. 

AMicn   relief   fnui   experienced!   wnu  tto   uopvasMt 

stitifflbm  nWforfowe'o'  tlitf  bpferttiotrt^'Gt^g'otr^H. 


"0    H.     ) 


;  ikr*  rum  ~*<  • .  . .     ■- ."  .*'•  w  .  ...  ♦..  .     .  *  *  .•  . 

i <AMfc  WAr  Al^or^na'  t>K#VI Hvjf At  MVleAb'niro 
*  "i«wi  a  tew  &HLQtifjte<totfritg#j  •  -•  .*       a  .-<: 
StR,  v.'i-*.^  *    "f»i*'.j  .:'.in.".»  3)«m  to*** 

*****$*,  ^Htinmk MsJaasasau.  the  setts©  of 
"ftfedtosV'tNte  J*n^>€$***m*m*UW\*u*m 
it  sbowi  that  the'  aJtMefosi  of  the  profession  hi  inert*** 
intly^ornMI'tJD?  a'  SObJee*  Of  great  importance,  Che 
Bi9Aiftty4bt(ejM  JoiNg poi ation  ♦f  general  pi  eelHiimi  us.  * 
WIM  "'Me«e%s''  write,  he  had  not  see*  the  Address 
oMtoOwtajrof  Apothecaries,  nor  the  manifesto  of 
thtll^fleboaeAftoeiatioo.  I  lwpe  that  a  perusal  of 
Ihuu  flmehletrhat not  only  confirmed  his views,  as  to 
tlej  lafrsjattrnr*  College  of  General  Practitioners,  but 
has  also  shown  him  that  to  such  a  College  ought  to  be 
catenated  the  care  of  the  education  of  the  third  class  in , 
the  profession*  J  t  quite  agree  with  "  Medicus,"  that 
whsiev*r  advantages  the  bill  may  afford,  will  be  enjoyed 
almost  exclusively  by  the  physician  and  surgeon ;  no 
lets  dot  agree  with  him  that  the  materia]  interests  of 
the  general  practitioner  are  but  too  likely  to  suffer, 
threatened  thus,  with  .a  powerful  attack  by  the 
nvinUter/'the  general" practitioners  of  England  and 
Wales  find  themselves  comparatively  defenceless  for 
want  of  an  organization  which  should  etirfbfe  them  to* 
see- clearly  their  interests,  to  ascertain  the  share  of 
influence  which  should  belong  to  their  class  in  the  pro- 
ftss loan!  ht< rare hy,  and  having  asfeitsineo)  their  tights, 
fiHwty  ft*  matatafo  them.  A  eery  large  majority  of 
general  practitioners  are  members  of  the  fyyal 
Collage  of  Surgeons,  and  it  might  perhaps  be  expected, 
that  Uses  assailed  by  those  in  power,  the  members  of 
the  Oellege  should  seek  succour  under  its  wings,  and 
recetre  that  aid  and  protection  which  the  heads  of  the 
ptWeasbn  might  -be  able  to  give.  But,  Sir,  the 
Geftkaot.of  ^Surgeons  is  worse  than  useless  to  its 
ambers  at  the  present  crisis;  it  has  just  inflicted 
fthe  great  body  of  them  an  injury  and  4is- 
whieh  is  keenly  felt,  and  will  long  be 
If  we  turn  to  the  Apothecaries'  Society, 
wx  shall  ind  a  body  with  less  power  than  the  College 
oi^rxoatnvbot  with  all  the  will  to  aid  its  licentiates 
to  the  utmost  of  its  power— a  body,  which  hat  raised 
ttose  licentiates  to  the  degree  of  estimation  in  which 
they  are  at  present  held  by  the  public,  and  which  by  f 
the  universal  suffrage  of  the  profession  has  performed 
its  duty  well— one  might  almost  think  too  weff,  to 
please  'the  supporters  of  the  present  bill.  'For  my 
pari,  Sir,*!  see  nd  course  so  fitting'  for  general  prac- 
titioners to  adopt,  as  to  invite  the  Society  of  Apothe- 
carWto  form  the  basis  if  a  College  which  shall 
include  all  now  qualified  to  practise  in  that  class.  1 
caSnot  refrain  from' expressing  my  surprise  at  the  hope 
elf  rented'  by  *  Medicus,"  that  « the  Society  off 
Apothecaries  wftl  roluntarfly  retire  from  atf  partid- 
pAiop*  to  the  exaiffinatToil  of  future Ucentfs'tesV  a  dfitr 
wHIctJ  (atfegfrfte*  naVe  xhtt'Olf  perfbtftetf,*sle*W 
never  hare  devoked  upon  tbem.»*    fwlH  wftofus* 


dety  of  the* 
licentiates  ought  ever  so  have  devolved  one*'  (ho' 
Society  of  Apothecaries,  but  I  must'  be  allowed  to  » 
ibt  whether  if  in  1815  that  duty  had  been  accepted 
the  College  of  Physicians,  we  should  how  have  had  ' 
body  of  licentiates  equal  to  the'  present  fa  profit*  « 
tonal  attainment.    But; 'Sir,  Ishottlfc^'volilrlet* 
one  single  ~ reason^'  why'  <Ms  toeoafsvfti  offcf  a* 
examining  and-'  ficetoing,  bovinfr  4>ecn  egpcstdaoaoaV'' 
fhowM  be  teats  rudely  taken  free*  the  aocioty^  JHt' 
because  they  are  a  trading  company?    "  Medicus*' 
should  know,  and  Sir  James  Graham  when  he  brougbt 
in  bis  bill,  did  know,  that  the  Court  of  Assistants  and 
ibV Court  of  Examiners  are'  'distinct  from,  'hod  96  not  ' 
oerlTe  theV  power  from,* WttoSbf  f*&  of  fmt' 

li  ft  i'nt  *tiK*j     JI0L*M)'*£+a    Iff  i*'  a*i  feii  f     miA—.^.Ai^t.^At 

coi  poranoir.  *  tvkj  are  %ne  vrrrawf  fvss^svfnlSJlvsfs, 
U  the  getoal  pifetitiotjtr,  «mf  In-  th^'^needtty, 
not  as  tradina?1  drogsjbts,'  they  hove  sosseasad  and. 
exercised  their  power,  of  licensing.  Is  it  then,  be- 
cause they  are,  incompetent  to  exercise  the  powers 
tatrusted  to  them,  that  they,  and  with  them  the  whole 
tiers  ctdt "  of  the  profession  is  to  oe'*«v!sHrf«:  with 
this  bill  of  pains  and  penalties*  "Mediae*  shall 
answer  tfafe  by  T^Nsmigiwo^iiAotMtiipsisji  ^ehat.; 
*  duty  has  been  most  abry  t«aA— sw 


then  the  Society  of  Apothecaries,  instead  of  the  vicnaas, 
become  the  real,  representatives  of  the  general  psacfi* 
Honor  ^let.  them. ta4mift into  toWfbMy«aUfo^salsiod. 
prmctitioaers  not  exercising  their  art  aa  pure  phyaiciaoa 
andsiira>0iis;4iidWeoitt^^fe«^  , 

In  medkiBe,  sntsanjs»  apd  mftlstifsaj^ijjssshacsllaaei , 
1  aatee  again  n\th  "  Me^cos/Vahould  belmsojht  into. . 
fitting  and  honourable  relations  with  the  Copsgea  of 
fhyaiciana'and  Surgeons  j  but  these  ^relations  should 
be  neither  of  rivalry  ftpr  suborjjinajtion.  'tht  licentiates. 
Sir,  would  readUyt submit  to  We  thetoundaUoos  of 
their  edifice  laifl  one  s|e^  lower'  tlian  (iiose  pV  tbe 
Colleges  of  Physicians  and  Surgedns— fiSey  wcfilft  *iiot 
aim  at  exact  equality  with'  those  booles,  "but  they  must 
be  independent  of  diem.  Tbe  Colleges  must  not  have 
the  power  to  tljrow  amoog  t\e&  a  bodjr  of  inCn  leas 
skilled  and  l^ss  informed  than  the  present  race,  ftf 
licentiates,  and  that  this,  would  be  the  effect  of  the  • 
power  given  to  the  (Colleges  by  the  new  bill.  I  au^ 
firmly  persuaded.  If  physicians'  and  surgeons  witl 
aid  us  in  obtaining  the  organization  and  maintain* 
jng  the  privileges  which  we  ought  to  possest,  'it*  witf 
teud  to  cement  the  bonds  between  the  different  classes 
of  the  profession,  which  are  r'now^  being  somewhat 
loosened ;  but  let  them  hot'  seek  to  acquire  a  power 
and.  authority  over  general  practitioners,  which. tbe^ 
public  inlerest  shoul4  forbid,'  and  ^he  freedom  enjoyed 
for  the  last  thirty  yeara  will  pcerent,  our  submitting  to. 
lam,  Sir, 

Your  faithful  servant,"    , 
tETER  piMtS. ' 
R'eigate,  November  li,  1^44.      '  %        *     * 


frOOR-LAW  AW!R)RttTBSj  #TRV 

■ -^l      -'iCASB:-     • 

to  the  editor  of  th 8  provincial  mxdicai  akd 
rurgIcal  journal/    "      *     ' 

•  "trht/       ;  -   '  •    •  *"       -  *     ,rt    " 

,  *x  nave  seen  witlr'idd^nanb'n,  nnx#RBodtrvtfMHs%, 
!Mr.X)esimii  r\RhlADetkt  dr  tW  flMlher'lnirhHff  fu  "hHk 


""•-w^mmt- 


of  (hi  Jaet  aeren  jaare  it  has  been  my  fortune 
to,  feleVuWllflM!IP  communications  with  those  woir- 
this*,  and  tfie  result  has  been  that  f  hare  ceased  to 
place  any  dependence  upon  their  wisdom,  integrity, 
▼eradty,  or  Justice,  and  made  up  my  mfnd  nererTolun. 
tarty  to  refer  any  matter  to  their  decision,  but  for  the 
future  to  seek  redress  for  any  attempted  injury  upon 
the  part  of  any  of  the  pour^Uw  authorities  from  the 
eriinary  tribunals  of  the  country.-  I  now  enclose  you' 
n  copy  of  n  coffrespondence  Which  has  rtrj  recently! 
taken  pfee*  between  the  Soufnmollon  Guardians  and 
myuelf,  in  order  that  my  brother  medical 
porcefrc  now  mutk  more  promptly  and 
they  may  procure  Jnstiea  ft*  thetossrasn,  bythe 
threat  of  a  nsforenee  tb+JWgt  •and'  jufy^ahnn  ftwa^ 
.  Chad  wick*  an*  Gev  If  «n**1»ft»aknfclasnto. 
I  onfcer  jfiolum  *********  from  the* 
such  prompt  and  entire  latiafaitssu'  far  -am, 
apiemd  ^of  uujanak*  q»  inexpert  of 
Una  board,  as  I  has*  obtained  fee mpselMam  suieeii 
deeiarotiou  of  oat  fact  win  a*  reeeiroi  wit*. 
braMhmbeadunn, 

'    t  smrtuserao  recommemHo  Mr.  Doahon 
in  ciaraikeerw  legal  pse*e*ennau-  agatast  Mft 
Jandb,  tft  sfrsjidHo  jfcretW^hatthst  seottemaa 
thattbe  HsjnV  faseVbucn*-*  m*t>hm*  fctJWau»»  asnj^ 
and  a*-  nirurentsto  camper  the  SHmtUstsr  *a*e#d  no 
pay  Mm  far.  the^timtihentotaM  n^otureAthigh,  bourn 
i  aukua»sJ4*nrausnt  sronid  >b*ah*>;iift«t 


kirentnieatoilhecaae  bad 

•  **iajaja  faWMWrj»  • ; 

•    ;    -  --.; WIUJAII  TUVO«. 

S^Hfurvon,  wmnwi,  nrofunroer  in,  ton* 


pl  ■  ,,"SoU&mo!ton\tf^  19, 1S44. 

'*$*,— jtocjoee^  f seooVyou  a  cieck  on  this  Union 
tor  Jft.  fo»  the  amount  of  your  account  to  Michaelmas, 
after  deductins;  £1  for  the  treatment  of  a  simple  firac- 
ture  of  the  arm  of  John  Parr,  which  the  Board  refused 
to  allow,  '/■-    '  ]""'-      "  !    ' 

;; -laiifu*.,;  J."  .-""    ' 

„      .     J' Ya«r  most  obedient  servant, 
,.  "  .       ,  -,       .:  *  "WJUIAH  TaUYXft 
-H/l  *****?•>    -  "oV*ln»*tooo*jtt»> 


.i 


*  Dulrerton,  October  23, 1844. 
11  Mp  deafvS^^I  yesterday  rcceired  your  letter 
dated  the  X9tb  inatan^  enclosine;  n  cbeojue  dated  the 
1st  instant,  4*4$*  5a,  which  you  slate  to  be  'the 
amount  of  my  account  to  Michaelmas,  deducting  ^1 
Hot;  the  treatment  of  a  aimple  fracture,  of  t^e  arm.  of 
John  Parr,  wbkh  the  Board  refused  to  allow.'  Imenn 
turn  the  abore^atmnvorder  tomtit  may  be  apparent 
that  I  lose  no  time  in  ezpresshif  my  determination 
not  to  submit  «o  Am  refusal  of  the  Board*  .Internes* 
than  pom  wiU  saturn,  to  me  the  order,  jEbr  attradanro 

^^^(^  Wi^Pa  ♦J^^  *^*  JB^^*    ^B^^^W  ^^^^^^Kt^HpWj  HHtt  ai^v 

thorn  nam  unllJaw  banana  inn  Boned  this  shots  jflaussannft 


of  the  facte  of  the  case.    I  attended  the eem~meK«t 
knee  to  a  written  order  f>mn  HUN^arasar  i 
t  reported  fta  6tt«rlmeW  lo<^klu?fM  1 
refulariy  retomod  it  in  the  fortoigbOy  hat^ol»|>ii|anT 
I  send  you.   V6  remark  waafa^ndV\inoa\  (an  eiae/ky 
the  Board,  ami  now,  alter  it  has  be%rf^<b^iiajjjf  auam ' 
ouccessrnuy  sermrnamo,    mey  Yeraon  paynnonu*1*  a* 
realty  ahf  at  t  loos  rWeqfraasronn  ua^qann^n»mnmtni' 
this  pracee«ns>1mtfn^nW1iD^ 
reconaufcred,  I  skaH  tain'  no 
Wedn<^next,thednyafternse] 
if  I  recerro-no^amnlafnelBry  com«tusdtnkioev#Jsni  you,  I 
smm  uoopv  suen  prooaonrnga  tee  tanr  ro^Pfor^of  una 
£1,  m  may  be^bomjkt luftunAat.  •  ^m  n*»v  My  «.; 
u'      4  ^T  ratnafa,  dear:  Bar,  *  •  ikli* "  *■'*■  b  --****  at* 
4 Tbiiralhsiakaf.tr  ".  i,r«ist*i 

MH.  Jackson  RTceard,  Esq.,  Clerk  ia  fW^asre>» 
Guardians,  South molton.4*  *a  * ' ' '  -*  ';,d  !  ",*jM 


•'  Southmolton  Union,  October  lb)  Mil' 
"Sir,— Your  letter  of  the  23rd  ^^1^ 
remuneration  for  your  treatment  ofrVr**'  rt|Wr|f 
'arm,  was  kid  before  the  Guardians  thhiday; ?&W* 
it  into  their  conaideatioo,  and  decided  dj^UWHnf 
you  the  £l,  claiined  by  you  in  respect  talM^Sik 
enclosed  you  wilt  find  a  cheque  for  the  amoknfeiPlfinnj 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  per  return. 
"I  am,  Sir, 

'' You  obedient  servant, 

«W.  TRAYNK. 
«  mo  Clsm. 
*  William  Treror,£sq^  Suraeon,  &c  Dulrerton." 


POOR-LAW  AUTHORTnESi  MB.  DBStfOhTS 


CASE. 


to  ran  nnxTO*  of  tbi  pnoTinciAi.  Ma»KA^4g> 


aomoicAi.  JOUBNAL. 


Sin, 


**¥ 


TheiuifHXtanee  of  my  oase,and  tho^esssti^ai 
encitodainofijg  the  prof ession,  wiU  pH&PJsflffc*7 
foe  aaniaaa^ressiagjpa  thereoj|*v_v^ 

Tbo  GuanUans  of  the  Sturniinalet;,, 
aanaye4  with  mn  for  holding  np  their  iniwi 
iic  denamriatian,  that  they  hire  dntenuW  1 
of  main  noma  way  or  other.  Thai  they  have 
vourad  so  4o»>y  passing  a  resolution  to  thee/4 ' 
after  l*dy-4ay  next,  there  shall  only  be  thwe  i 
four  Medical  Districts,  thus  aataepnfajoa;'i 
jpaeolnfion,  not  three  years  old,  when  t^ffcc,  }  ^ 
on  my  anpointment,  that  it  was  desirable'  fbc'A* i  aflji 
of  the  poor  to  hare  four  tie&cal  Districte;uay,ffiQr 
na?c  eren  gone  further,  and  a  false  report  barinfnNk 
circulated  that  I  hare  disposed  of  my  practice,  bflfr 
jUonally  on  getting  the  appointment  of  ^^^|Wr 
tor  my  successor*  they  are  determined  <ha£  nOmaM 
mineabaUbae^ecju^  (!  !)>»  aacr&uy  «J*jHt 
the  shrine  of  private  pjau^.    \r        g       f        .^. 

The  osnee  of  all  this,  (cons^uenVon  arytfHmi 
Jir.  Jacob**  threat  of  reportfrig  me  to*^lrSaTra  fcf 
refusing  to  attend  tfi  (he  ot3er  ofan'jJnUW1^^ 
dian  with  the  contempt  it  merited^  nanatKa^aiilt 
*Tba  reaaon  whkb  he  had  te  d>cnnWattim»n#n- 
f«ly  Ueaud^aM  wh^  ha. qp&pfr  p* 


BATH  USRflVG. 


aby  of  iiotieei"  There 


I  to  tarmmster  Bees*  of  GuurdJaiiB  with* 
WM  ttnfot  in- this  inetss*tfh  l*niy  intend  for  the 
i.wf  any  nssunsnfcme*  brethren,  isaincdiaJely  to 
Wk    Bit!  hardly  expect 

of  the.  PoocwUw  Commis- 
I  the  Jtaswists*  Mfdicai  and  Sens 
elsnlilesnunn;  of  Hov.  6th,*  ass*owWged.U>e  receipt* 
tff  'fjhajr  Aajaniflfi  unon  i  nrtnplaiat  against  me,  vkick 
AWii**«r*«es>re/errad,  Jittd  juinusintod  tbnm.  tfiatU 
nstf  swihfd  the  result  of  tinnr  delUanatfjonn  upon  the] 
vcheife*:  I  M,ntnda.«sninst  Mr.  Jacob  and  others. 
The  CWJlMrof?  then  acknowledged  that  tbeee* 
l|njeanj^Jfc*e\  acted  illegally,  (which  every  one  knew* 
before,)  bates  regarded  admonition  or  reprimand  they* 
.wereettenL 

I.snnrnre  to. assert  that  thie  ie  one  of  the  mostf 
lanjojtsot  cases  to  the  profession  that  has  happened, 
eince^theesublishnient  of  the  new  Poor- Law  Act,  and 
veajfyl  witb  a  roice  that  cannot  be  stifled  for  some  Ira-; 
ejcd|tfs  and  decisive  alteration.  Whether  viewed  at 
seanrds  its  origin,  progress,  or  termination,  it  is  one 
comjpund  of  injustice,  fraud,  and  corruption. 
Believe  me  to  remain, 
Very  faithfully  yours, 

HENRY  C.  DESHON. 


SIR  JAMES  GRAHAM'S  MEDICAL  BILL. 

BATH  MEETING. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Medical  Profession  of  the  City 


of  fte*  end  its  vidnfcy*  held  on  Tuesday,  October 
tfttb,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  u  A 
Bffl  for  the  better  regulation  of  Medical  Practice 
nrOughoot  the  United  Kingdom  ;**  George  Normun, 
Esq.,  F.R.C.S.,  Senior  Surgeon  to  the  Bath  United 
Hospital  in  the  chair. 
lie  feBcw*ng  reeototione  were  adapted 


i  for  she 

,uet4t  of  the  Meckel  Profaaaioe>  as  well  to  uphold  the 
Jsnt  stirtteges  of  its  members,  as  to  secure  theintereits 
,  ejr,vthe  public,  feel  much  indebted  to  Sir  Jesses 
.  Graham,  Bart,  M.P.,  her  Majesty  Principal  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department*  lor  briefing  tsjej 
Subject  before  nynmment,  esse  esse  for  'the  Usee 
anoraeu  lor  ns  uue  cwsswerawou* 

*  That  this  meeting  regards  with  satisfaction  the 
proposed  institution  of  a  Council  of  Health  end 
Medical  Education  j  but  is  of  opinion  that  the  nomina- 
tion of  six  members  by  the  Queen  in  Council  would 
give  en  undue  influence  to  the  state  in  the  govern meut 
of  the  profession ;  and  considers  Chat  the  minutes  of 
.  the  proceedings  of  the  Council  should  be  at  ell 
reasonable  times  open  to  the  inspection  of  every 


"Then  she  plan  of  registering  all  qualified  praefe- 
Honest  ie  entitled  to  the  approbation  of  this  meeting, 
who  rtsjret,  however,  to  end  that  its  advantages  are 
by  that  part  of  Clause  19  of  the 
compels  a  physician  or 
who  has  obtained  Stars  IMflmonW  In  eW 


pert  of  the  United  Kingdom,  to  paythe  tssnal 
Joining  the  medical  or  surgical  coBege  of 
should  be  remove  thither  for  the  purpose,  of  practice. 

"That  this  meeting  submit  to  the  consideration 
of  Sir  James  Graham  and  her  l&ejcsty's  Government, 
that,  aa  the  army,  navy,  hospitals,  prisons,  wor^uses, 
nod  all  nobUc  charitka,  requiring  medical  and  surficai 
assistance,  will  be  protected  by  the  bill  against  en* 
qualified  practitioners,  so  should  the  public  at  siren 
equal  advantagea.  k  therefore,  regards  with 
the/entire  abolition  of  the  protection  tdhrded 
by  thuApotweiwtes'  Ant,  Ssntted  as  that  protection 
wen  to  onebjmnoh  of  the  profassiqay  without  the 
substation  *f  snme  mere,  oplaagcd  prortaion  to 
defend  nisi  imhlio.nemnst  the  nefarious  practices  of 
igntftsmt aiWL*i*fcjtfi»l  pteteinfors'to  inedicel  end 
surgical  kfeewJedge*  *-..•..- 

"Rcnolved,  dutftass  meetieg'ssew  with  abhorrence 
the  baneful  and  too  often  fatal  efleeta  produced  On 
ber  Majesty's  subjects  by  the  usrof  numchvmsdsiines, 
and  would  earnestly  pray  that  ahouhi  her  Mtyesfe/o 
GovsjmnatotsliU  deem  it  enmedientto  cungsne  their 
aunuesft.tothttwhssVtbfem 
graneful  to  the.  nation,  end  injnrjona  to  sjmnubjio, 
they  wiU  at  aUerenU  cease  the  contents  of  ail  such 
medwiens  lo  be  e^uupined  Jbjy  the  Board  of  Hejdth* 
that.ifinjitno^tl^^jb^iprhidden,,.     . 

"  Reeetvud,  that  *  oupy  of  the^esWe  reeslseicma  he 
sens  to  Sb  Jsnm  Tsehem  " 

A  committee  of  seven  gcttlcroen  wsslhvfrlfcrwie*  to 
prepsre  a  tetitfon  tobofh  Houses  ot  PnrSsenecn\ss>ee* 
ably  to  the  above  resolutions*  ah  confer  waste*  Mem* 
hers  for  the  city  and  sdjoisissj  i^itslsey  taut  to  ohll  a 
meeting  hereafter;  swiutd  wnfomng.  eeour  dnsnsg  the 

of  thenhs  emu  sjiuen  to  ^^^JMfssmv  **,  Nncmss, 
and  the  Honorary  Secretary  Di^Imastall 

The  resolutions  were  severally  moved  and  aeeonded 
by  Mr*  Soden,  Dr,  DanielW  Messrs.  Waldroo,  Oeorge, 
Brown,  Gore,  Flower,  and  G.  Gohjstone,  Or.  Cer<lew, 
Messrs.  Crangand  Ormond)  Dr.  Pring,  Messrs.  Barky, 
Bagshawe,  Field,  Wilson,  Brown,  and  Pernandes,  Dr. 
Ferguson,  and  Mr.  Hunt,  and  the  JolMrltig  s/entietnen 
were  also  anions;  those  present  dt  the'  meetings 
Doctors  Crawford,  Spry,  Tarleton,  TunetaJL  Dyke 
(Cefshnm),  Uoys),  Dillon,  Waw^^-BsDren^roung, 
Wheelwright,  Ateherlyi  flours, tMrlUaum  C  Buy* 
Isffe  (CMr»>tahem)^t^Wmhfoju,nnv(rsssliim),  Cos, 
Been,  W;  nuih/lsjsjmssj  Ssunuesy  T.  BsmH,  X.  King, 
H.  Mass*  Mow*.  Chasms,,  desjfcjbe,  lmsn>  4sswnn, 
Greene,  Linte  (Corsbnm)«  Conway  lisjswds  (smth- 
esston)*  Skeate,  J.  Maishall  (Phiih>«s  lfoston),  Han- 
ham,  Evans,  Ashley  (Wick),  Spender,  Bsyntun, 
Cowcher,  Marriott,  Boodle  (Chllostbptbi)?  flsssjsky, 
Mnnckton  (Box),  Barker  (Wantage),  fleeter,  Fvcns, 
RN.,  J.Soden,  Ritchie,  Q.KJsy,Bss^ssyJ.<ioiSwfone, 
Hirriee,  Hltchens  (Trmton),  Morgan,  Tvvtor;  fTlfow-- 
brllge),  Woodman. 


WVCASTLE   (STAFFaRDSilUlE)   MEETING. 

At  s  general  meetftg  of  *the?  1 
of  ttVrth  Stsibrdshtre;  helsHw'twe  i 


*M 


of  Jsacht  in  the  Oak's  *** 
e*t  tink)  uuenimounty  i— 

•flu*  this  mwntiiigfully  admits  she  necessity  whfcl 
i  Jer  n  ujejl  censidersd  plan  of  Medical  JWiorm ; 
•Ml  whiter  *  observes  win*  •atlefectkm  that  the  bill 
lately  inlnojiucod  ante  Pavement  ty  Si*  Jee.  GreJiam, 
•  lor  loo  better  res^imtkm  of  Medical  Prmticc  thrwegb* 
out  loo  United  Kingdom,'  contains  many  beneficial 
cctusee,  net,  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  if  the 
bill  in  its  present  form  be  permitted  to  pme  into  a 
lev,  it  cannot  Jail  ts  prove  detrimental  to  tbe  public, 
end  ssriousry  injurious  to  too  medical  profession. 
,  "That  the  Apotbecwiei'  Act  of  1815,  although 
imperfect,  baa  proved  of  great  eervice  to  the  public, 
and  by  requiring  a  higher  atandard  of  professional 
knowledge  of  .the  Medical  Student,  previona  to  exami- 
nation, haa  thereby  contributed  to  the  advancement 
of  medical  ecienet ;  end  the  unconditional  repeal  of 
that  law  will  not  only  prove  injurious  to  the  public, 
but  unjust  to  the  profession.  That  in  the  opinion  of 
this  meeting,  tbe  inflection  of  a  penalty  by  a  summary 
legal  process  on  all  persons  who  shall  practice  medi- 
cine or  surgery, .  without  being  on  the  register,  would 
operate  as  a  powerful  check  to  such  practice." 

Petitions  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  were 
adopted,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  watch 
over  the  progress  of  the  measure,  and  to  take  such 
steps  as  may  be  judged  adviaable  to  obtain  tie 
co-operafion  of  Peers  and  Members  of  ftuiiameot 
connected  with  the  northern  division  of  the  county, 


\  of  resolutions  were  Dr. 
Goddard,  I.  B,  Davis, 
Ami*  Tuit,  Head;  Weaker, 
M'Bee»9  and  smsng  other  awntlenien  present 
...._  Bfc  JSmthewm,  Dr.  Wood,  Messrs.  Blunt, 
Bakewell,  Davenport,  Jan.,  If.  Device,  Dudley,  P. 
Flint,  Halle**  Harrison,  Spark,  Ifcoutbeck*  and  S.  ^f. 
Tuner. 


DERBY  MEETING. 


to  tan  nomu  or  tho  fuotinoial  mbpical  Ann 

SOnOSCAL  JOUSJtAJU. 


of  you  to  give  insertion  in 
e  fiiihusag  lew  words  of  mrpla* 
report  of  whoa  I  said  at  we 


Ih*w**>bcgthe 

>*Juc»wen**annnWt 


•  All  sssmun  net  have  the  stamp  of  OoUenums'  Hail, 
an  Aha  sent  «i  ita  pusity. 

N*  nisei,  I  habere,  can  be  Allowed  to  direct  she* 
course  of  *  ship  until  he  haa  been  eanunined  and 
awprbved  by  the  Trinity  House. 

And  no  one  can  not  as  a  district  surveyor  unlil  ihe 
nan  Utodcefooe  eonenfneftino,  and  is  approved  oy 
■tsiyiews  apucnuccd  Under  the  recent  Bnlldmg  *ct« 

Alter  having  adverted  to  the  fact,  Jfot  generally 
known,  of  the  distinction  to  be  made  between  tie  pro* 
Insslonsl  and  tbe  trading  portions  of  the  Comtany  of 
Apothecaries,  between  which  there  is  no  necessary 
Connection,  although  T  am  not  in  the  coufilenee  nf 
Chut  •enissy,  I  here  season  to  huMeve,  on  whit  I  con- 
eidersobefaod  nummrity,  that  she  Seem*/  do  not 

J  sherds 


if  thmpower  uh 
belonging  to  the  order  of  general  pristiiisesrs,»sniis 
auction,  I  wouhl  begieavc  to  recaeumsedJfecanN 
serosal  of  tbe, «  Addiese/'  recently  neAenhesV  by  Jm 
of  Apptencntiss,  as  a  asset  ebteaanlysispf  9k 
QsnhnmwBilL  .1 


Reigute,  Nov.  11,1844. 


Vary  taitnfuiry  j 

TnvOMAS  MAtTM 


PETITION  OP  YORKSHIRE  PHTSTCTAW* 

The  following  being  the  concluding  paragraph  of  on 
petition  agreed  upon  at  a  meeting  of  physicians  prac- 
tising in  York,  and  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  held 
at  Normanton,  was  accidentally  omitted  in  last  week's 
Journal : — 

"That  your  Petitioners  respectfully  pray  that  jot 
would  introduce  such  other  modifications  in  the  detpihi 
of  the  proposed  measure,  more  especially  with  refer- 
ence to  the  *  Council  of  Health,'  which  your  defibenv 
tive  wisdom  may  suggest,  and  which  mar  realise  tat 
reasonable  wishes  of  the  Practitioners  of  tbe  United 
Kingdom,  may  augment  the  .efficiency  of  the  prceomd 
bill,  and  secure  from  ultimate  defeat  a  legislative  effort, 
made  with  the  honest  desire  of  obviating  tbe  iajurtaa 
anomalies  of  a  profession  in  whose  honour  and  showy 
are  deeply  involved  the  interests  of  every  subject  sf 
these  realms. 


MEDICAL  INTRLUGKNCE. 
M.  Ballard  has  recently  been  elected  umwabtrof 
the  Academy  of  Sciences,  in  the  Section  of  Cheaumy, 
in  the  room  of  M.  I?  Arret,  1 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OP  BURGEON* 
Gentlemen  admitted  members,  cM  Plumy,  We?.  i*> 
1844  :-H.  Browne,  J.  0.  foster,  T.  RVltawer,  W.B. 
Ferguson,  J.  P.  RnumhiU,  J.  Jubustsa,  a  eV  Bsust, 
H.  £.  Collen,  S.  Momop,  JS. 0.  vmeu^Maanp, 
J.  Squire.  .  '  ' 

.    '  -  >*i  y 

TO  CORRESPONDENTS.    *    '7 

Communications  have  been  received  from  Mr.  Jssii 
Cox;  A  General  Practitioner,  of  thirty  yeats stand- 
ing; Mr.  A.  J,  Wood;  Or.  Chedwiek)  the 
Sheffield  Medical  Society  (i  Mr.  J.  Morky ;  A  Jft> 
vincial  Surgeon. 

If  a  Member  of  th«  Assocmtiob  wffl  gito  h»  so^ 
henhall  receive  an  answer  on  te»subjee4ofkw**t*, 
which  wtllb  we  doubt  not,  prove  salhuactory  to  hist 

•  Wo  may  take  thm  opportunity  of  observing  mates 

,  cannot,  wn4srmlM  always  to  attend  to  1 
tions  which  are  not  authenticatsd  by  th+.( 
of  the  writers. 


It  is  resiueated  that  all  letters  and , 

he  sent  to  Or.  itioemn,  Forcnnte  Street*  Wne|sahT. 
Parcels,  end  boohnfor  review,  nmy.frs  sjfcpisnl  le 
the  Editor  of  the  Provincial  H«lk*l  »ijn*jirsl 


PROVINCIAL 

MEDICAL  &  SURGICAL  JOURNAL, 


LECTURES  ON  PUBLIC  HYGIENE  AND 
MEDICAL  POLICE. 

Delivered  at  the  Manchester  Royal  School  of  Medi- 
^idae  and  Surgery.    Summer  Session,  1844. 

By  Jams*  Black,  MJX,  Manchester.  • 

Lxcruna  ▼. 

There  are  various  employments,  in  which  great 
numbers  of  the  inhabitants,  especially  of  the  younger 
class* in  all  manufacturing  countries, are  engaged; 
.and  which,  either  from  the  confinement  in  closed 
buildings  or  other  restricted  places,  or  from 
exposure  to  the  vapours  of  substances  under 
manofaeture,  or  from  the  manipulation  of  them, 
prove  more  or  less  detrimental  to  health  and  vigour* 
and  many  of  them  productive  of  disease,  and  tend* 
ipg  to  shorten  life.  It,  therefore,  often  falls  to  the 
duty  of  the  medical  practitioner,  either  from  a 
public  requisition,  or  from  municipal  or  private 
desire  of  investigation,  to  enquire  into  the  hygienic 
effects  of  such  various  employments  upon  the  health 
and  longevity  of  those  exposed  to  their  influence, 
in  order  that  he  may  deliver  an  opinion  how  far, 
and,  in  what  manner,  these  influences  extend  and 
operate,  and  be  enabled  to  point  out  how  any  ascer- 
tained evils  or  injurious  tendencies  may  be  cor- 
rected or  removed. 

Qn  some  of  these  subjects  many  crude  and  gra- 
tuitous opinions  have  been  delivered,  without  suffi- 
cient information  and  dam  having  been  previously 
acquired ;  and  no  little  controversy  has,  from  time 
to  time,  been  exhibited,  not  much  to  the  credit  of 
that  calm  and  philosophic  spirit  which  at  all  times 
should  characterize  the  investigations  and  evidence 
of  professional  men,  when  applied  to,  as  men  of 
science,  close  research,  and  of  benevolent  yet  i ode- 
pendent  minds. 

If  we  were  to  enumerate  every  profession  and 
trade  that  has  more  or  less  influence  on  health  and 
longevity,  we  might  begin  with,  those  which,  in 
common  opinio*  might  seem  rather  to  promote  the 
cme  and  to  prolong  the  other,  than  to  ha  anywise 
injurious.  Affluent  idleness  may  aaeca  to  be  above 
the  reach  of  any  special  evil  of  thU  description ;  but 
when  we  consider  the  long  catalogue  of  such  das* 
orders  as  hypochondriasis,  tedium  vine,  dyspepsia, 
and  gout,  to  which  such  a  life  is  subject,  we  may 
He.  Si.  December  4, 1844. 


well  place  the  rich  and  the  idle  in  some  analogous 
category  with,  the  artisan  and  the  operative  in* 
hygienic  respect.  But  aa  the  characteristic  .ail- 
ments of  this  privileged  class  are  never  likely  to 
become  an  object  of  medical  inquiry  and  polios,  we 
shall  pass  them  over.  We  may  also  say  the  same 
of  the  diseases  and  infirmities  to  which  literary 
men,  clergymen,  lawyers,  schoolmasters,  and  clerke\ 
are  in  every  speciality  liable  ;  and  we  shall  not  even 
touch  upon  what  ailments  our  own  profession  are 
most  addicted  to,  though,  *£we  may  judge  from 
reports  and  complaints,  poverty  and  hope  deferred 
would  seem  the  more  general  and  endemic  maladies^ 
The  diseases  of  merchants,  master  manufacturers, 
and  shopkeepers,  depend  more  upon,  the  morale  of 
Aa  individuals*  than  upon  any  thing  specially 
belonging  to  their  occupations.  It  is  not  so,  bow- 
ever,  with  the  shopman*  he  leads  a  ymyy  different 
life;  early  and  late  at  the  shop,  and  in  many 
Instances  his  hours  of  rest  are  abridged  by  the 
duties  of  his  business,  which  afford  him  no  time  to* 
take  exercise  in  the  open  air.  Tnis  is  peculiarly 
hard  on  ycung  persons  from  the  country,  who,  from . 
their  close  confinement,  and  being  immersed  in  the 
smoky  atmosphere,  of  a  town,  and  in  narrow  streets, . 
often  become  early  victims  to  such  insalnbrioua 
changes. 

.  The  diseaaea.U)  which,  jaUqrs,6pa\  jtffcfera  are 
more  particuiady  liable  we^defer  to  notice,  from 
their  belonging  more  to  the  public  servam  than,  to* 
medical  police!  and  it  would  be  carrying  our 
hvgienk  reviser  pashas* tap  fsjvfor  tavtanpjn|  oat 
any  feasible  insalubrity  in-  the  oaenpetioa.  of  the 
agricultural  labourer*  The  came  may  he  remarked 
of  carters,  pestikm*i  and  coachmen.  Qnarrymen 
and  stonemasons  arc,  however,  liable  to  serious 
onbealthiness,  from  the  minute  dust,  which  tbej 
create,  entering  the  air  passages  during  respiration* 
This  often  gives  rise  to  a  species  of  phthisis,  and 
such  persons  are  generally  not  long  lived.  TJiose 
who  worjt  under  sheds  are  more  Jiejble  to  be 
affected  than  those  who  work  in  the  open  air. 
MarWe-autters,  for  the  aame.  reason,  are  unhealthy, 
and  even  the  employment  of  a  sculptor  cannot  be 
held  a  good  one  for  a  person  of  delicate  lungs. 
Knife  and  needl+grisuwrs  are  in  a  similar  but 
more  severe  predicament.  Tney  are  subject  to 
what  is  called  the  grinder's  ret,  which  is  an  incur* 

60        ' 
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able  consumption,  and  carries  off  many  of 
these  artisans  after  a  few  yean  at  the  business. 
Currents  of  air  and  interposed  plates  of  glass  have 
been  used  to  remedy  the  evil.  Screens  of  magnets 
have  also  been  employed  to  arrest  the  steel  and  iron 
particles,  which  they  very  effectually  do,  when  paid 
attention  to  by  the  workmen ;  but  they  do  not  in 
'any  measure  abate  the  small  dust  from  the  grind- 
stone, which  is  almost  as  injurious. 

Brides  needle,  edge-tool,  and  gun-barrel  grind- 
ers, iron  and  brass  filers,  being  subject  to  frequent 
and  many  diseases,  arising  from  the  metallic  dust 
and  particles  which  are  carried  into  the  lungs  by 
the  workmen  employed  in  these  occupations,  many 
other  classes  of  workmen  become  diseased  in  their 
respiratory  organs,  and  are  short  lived,  from  inspir- 
ing the  fine  molecules  or  dust  to  which  they  are 
exposed,  sucjt  as  sawyers,  millers,  starch-makers, 
flu-dressers,  weavers,  wool-carders,  feather-dressers, 
horn  and  pearl  makers.  All  of  these  are  universally 
shortlived,  and  the  lesion  to  their  lungs  consists  in 
the  mechanical  irritation  to  which  they  are  subjected, 
.  and  not  to  any  peisenous  quantity  in  the  particles 
inhaled.  It  is  not  so  with  dyers  and  printers, 
whose  hands  are  exposed  to  the  manipulation,  of 
many  substances,  both  metallic  and  vegetable, 
which  are  either  of  a  poisonous  nature,  or  are  highly 
irritant  to  the.  animal  body.  Besides  the  fumes  and 
sudden  changes  of  temperature  to  which  they  are  ex- 
posed, their  trades  are  otherwise  injurious  to  health. 
It  may  be.  thought  that  bleacher*,  from  the  great 
changes  of  temperature  to  which  they  are  subjected 
at  their  work,  would  be  very  liable  to  disease,  but 
I  have  observed  they  keep  particularly  exempt 
fjromall  complaints,  except  rheumatism,  and  they 
may  be  considered  a  very  healthy  class.  I  took  the 
*  trouble  *  few  years  ago  of  measuring  the  relative 
fought,  and  girth  round  the  chest,  of  100  bleachers, 
100  cotton-spinners,  and  100  men*  rank  and  file 
of  the  85th  regpnent,  in  order  to  see  what  might  be 
the  relative  difference*  "between  these  very  separate 
ortters'of  Men,  as  to  tlieir*  exposure  to  the  air  and 
their  employments. 

I  have  here  noted  these  measurements,  along 
with  the  average  ages  :^~- 

100  cotton  spinners :  average  age  26.71  years ; 
average  height  5  ft.  4.64  inch.  5  average  measure 
round  the  chest  32.^7  Inches. 

100  bleachers  or  crofters:  average  age  32.12 
years 5  ayerageheight  5  ft.  6.75  inch.;  average  mea- 
sure round  the  chest,  34.24  inches. 

100  of  85th  Light  Infantry :  average  age  32.67 
years ;  average  height  5  ft.  7-87 inch.;  average  mea- 
sure round  thtf  chest;  34.8  inches. 

None  of  the  spinners  were  above  45  years  of 
age,  while  seven  bleachers  were  from  50  to  63. 

Besides  those  diseases  resulting  from  tfee  jnhahv 
fioa  of,  particles  ot  dust,  that  serve  to  act  only 
Minttbenica!  irritants  to  the  respiratory  organs, 
there  is  another  large  class  of  disorders  which  are 
eceasioued  by  the  poisonous  or  sedative  nature  of 


the  molecules  inhaled,  and  from  which  the  worker* 
in  mercury,  lead,  brass,  copper,  and  arsenic, 
frequently  suffer.  As  plating  and  gilding  have 
been  almost  always  effected  by  the  amalgams  of 
geld  and  silver  with  mercury,  the  fine  particles  of 
this  latter  metal  are  constantly  liable  to  be  ab- 
sorbed by  the  hands  of  the  workmen,  or  inhaled, 
in  the  state  of  vapour,  when  the  metals  are  exposed 
to  heat  to  drive  it  from  the  amalgam.  Besides 
many  diseases  to  which  such  workmen  are  liable 
having  the  character  of  cachexia,they  are  frequently 
affected  by  a  special  palsy  of  the  arms,  which  are 
seifced  with  convulsive  snatches,  and  at  length  with 
habitual  tremor.  This  paralytic  tremor  often 
eventually  creeps  over  the  whole  body,  and  coo- 
vulsions  and  death  follow.  Several  means  hare 
been  used  as  a  preventive,  the  chief  of  which  bsi 
been  frequent  ablution,  but  it  is  hoped  that  the 
new  process  of  electrotype  will  in  time  save  the 
workmen  from  much  of  the  dangerous  fumes  to 
which  they  have  been  exposed  in  these  mampe- 
lations. 

The  large  class  of  people  who  are  employed 
either  in  the  mining  of  lead,  its  smelting,  maaiBt(> 
ture  of  its  oxides,  or  in  the  use  of  the  metal  in  it* 
various  forms,  as  plumbers  and  glaziers,  painters  m 
oil  and  water  colours,  typefounders,  and  colour- 
grinders,  are  much  subject  to  that  species  of  colic, 
called  colica  pictonum,  and  also  to  a  particular 
kind  of  palsy,  affecting  the  forearm  and  wrist,  hi 
the  manufacture  of  white  and  red  lead,  which  ii 
carried  on  to  a  large  extent  in  some  establish- 
ments, employing  a  great  many  workpeople,  I 
have  found,  what  is  interesting,  that  women  are  lea 
affected  than  men  with  the  deleterious  nature  of  the 
metal  or  its  oxides;  and  I  am  led  to  attribute  this 
superior  exemption  to  the  female  sex  perspiring 
more  freely,  so  that  metallic  particles  are  more 
effectually  thrown  off  the  body.  Ablution  of  the 
hands  and  exposed  parts  of  the  body  has  been  a 
very  good  preventive  of  the  peculiar  ailments 
attending  this  employment  j  and  those  workawo 
who  practice  this  regularly,  have  been  long  exempt 
from  any  disturbance  of  the  system.  Light  ackmloos 
beer  or  lemonade,  slightly  acidulated  with  sslpharic 
acid,  and  drunk  occasionally  through  the  day,  has 
been  found  in  some  few  establishments  to  diminish 
much  the  number  of  affected  persons.  As  this  add, 
the  sulphuric,  acts  by  forming  an  insoluble  salt  with 
the  oxide,  and  so  becoming  not  easy  of  or  fit  for 
absorption,  and  is  of  itself  not  deleterious,  it  is  very 
philosophical  to  think  that  its  more  general  me, 
along  with  daily  ablution  at  least,  will  he  found  a 
good  preventive  of  these  disabling  and  often  fatal 
complaints. 

It  may  be,  as  it  has  been,  the  case,  that  we  nay 
be  called  upon,  as  a  matter  of  medical  polios,  or 
where  there  has  been  a  presumption  of  accioVeM 
poisoning,  to  investigate  and  give  our  ®pW<jb 
whether  water  for  drinking  or  for  culinary  purpoasi 
be  contaminated  with  lead;  or  with  any  of  its  a* 
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or  oxides.  Health  has  been  ascertained  to  be 
frequently  injured  from  such  sources,  so  that 
m  many  cases 'it  becomes  an  object  of  much  im- 
portance to  detect  and  verify  the  presence  of  this 
metal  or  its  compounds,  in  any  waters  that  are 
used  for  the  above  purposes.  It  has  been  a  matter 
of  much  discussion,  whether  water  can  hold  in 
solution  so  much  of  any  of  the  compounds  of  lead 
as  to  prove  at  all  deleterious;  while  much  difference 
has  existed  as  to  the  form  in  which  the  metal  has 
been,  where  a  poisonous  effect  has  been  clearly 
ascertained. 

From  many  experiments  and  observations  made 
by  Drs.  Thomson,  Lambe  of  Warwick,  Christison, 
and  also  by  Capt  Yorke,  it  has  been  found  that 
pure  distilled  water  has  the  greatest  solvent  power 
on  the  metal,  and  next  to  distilled  water,  rain  and 
snow  water  have  the  most  power.    The  state  into 
which  the  metal  is  converted  is  an  hydrated  oxide, 
combined  less  or  more  with  carbonic  acid.    The 
danger  of  contamination  is  greatest  from  new  lead, 
on  which  these  waters  act  with  their  greatest  cor- 
rosive power,  but  when  the  metal  becomes  coated 
over  with  a   film  of    the  carbonate,  which   is 
nearly  insoluble,  the    metal  underneath  is  pro- 
tected, and  so  the  waters  may  become  free  from 
any  plumbeous   impregnation.     Therefore   rain 
water   collected   from   newly  laid   leaden  roofs, 
ridges,  or  gutters  of  houses  in  the  country,  is  the 
most  liable  to  be  impregnated,  and  I  have  known 
two  instances  in  this  county  where  serious  derange- 
ment of  the  health  of  two  families,  and  death  in 
one  of  them,  occurred  from  this  cause.    The  lead 
that  is  kept  covered  with  water,  as  under  the 
water  line  in  cisterns,  is  not  affected,  it  is  only 
where  the  air  and  the  water  act  together ;  thus  in 
examining  a  leaden  cistern  we  find,  just  at  and 
above  the  level  of  the  water,  a  white  Incrustation, 
which  is  the  carbonate  of  lead,  while  below  this 
level  the  metal  remains  clean  and  uncorroded. 
The  remedy   and  prevention  of  this    poisonous 
solution  are  easy  and  simple,  for  it  is  found  that  a 
yetj  small  addition  of  some  of  the  salts  and  adds, 
as  the  phosphate  or  acetate  of  soda,  or  even  of 
common  salt  or  nitre,  or  of  the  sulphuric  or  muriatic 
acid,  keeps  the  carbonate  from  forming,  or  else 
decomposes  it,  and  an  insoluble  salt  of  lead  is 
formed,  which    sinks    to  the  bottom.    As  most 
of  our  river  and  well-waters  contain  small  portions 
of  earthy  salts,  they  are  kept  by  them  sufficiently 
pure  in  cisterns,  or  when  running  through  leaden 
pipes  $  and  as  the  atmosphere  of  our  large  towns 
is  much  contaminated  with  adventitious  acids  and 
salts,  as  sulphurous  acid  and  ammonia,  the  rain- 
water collected  in  our  cisterns  is  preserved  so  for 
innocuous. 

A  Conseil  de  Salubriti  at  Paris,  lately  made  an 
enquiry  into  how  far  the  leaden  cisterns  used  by 
bakers  was  apt  to  injure  the  bread;  but  they 
seemed  to  consider  that  the  only  contamination  that 
could  arise  was  from  the  carbonate  of  lead,  and 


this  they  held  to  be  quite  insoluble,  always  falling  to 
the  bottom.  They  decreed,  therefore,  that  the  bakers 
might  be  permitted  the  use  of  leaden  reservoirs,  if 
they  put  a  cock  three  inches  from  the  bottom  of  the 
reservoir,  in  order  that  if  any  of  the  insoluble 
carbonate  be  formed,  it  might  be  deposited  in 
the  water  below  the  cock,  and  that  the  reservoir 
be  cleansed  out  once  a  month.  For  greater 
security,  the  bakers  were  required  to  cover 
the  lead  which  lines  these  reservoirs  with  a 
coat  of  wax,  to  prevent  the  formation  of  any  car- 
bonate in  any  condition  of  the  contained  water* 
A  more  effectual  preservative  is  found  by  lining 
the  cisterns  of  lead  with  tin.  Lead  may  be  detected 
in  water  if  present  in  any  minute  portion,  by  first 
carefully  filtering  It,  then  acidulating  it  with  a  drop 
or  two  of  nitric  acid,  and  evaporating  to  dryness. 
From  the  residue  any  excess  of  nitric  add  is 
expelled  by  heat,  before  it  is  dissolved  in  distilled 
water,  to  which  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  hydriodate 
of  potass,  or  the  chromate  of  the  same,  may  be 
ap£Red  to  dfaeover  the  lead.  In  addition  to  what 
we  have  generally  stated  as  to  the  pwventrvo 
power  of  the  neutral  salts,  it  is  found  that  140,000th 
part  of  phosphate  of  soda,  or  I -4000th  of  sulphate  of 
lime,  l.flOOOth  of  muriate  of  soda,  l-7000th  of  sul- 
phuric acid,  and  l-3000th  of  muriatic  add,  will 
preserve  water  free  from  all  but  the  most  harmless 
impregnation  of  lead. 

As  lead,  or  its  oxides,  is  found  frequently  in 
various  attides  of  food  and  drink,  and  to  have  sat 
injurious  effect  upon  health,  we  are  also  caled  to 
investigate  these  matters.  The  prfactyai  articles 
fin  which  the  metal  is  found,  are  wlnei  espedatty 
the  aerated,  dders,  some  fruit  preserves,  and  food 
that  has  been  prepared  m  tfaied  fflshea,  bet  as 
these  matters  belong  more  to  the  toticdoglcal 
part  of  our  course,  we  will  hot  enter  *pon  their 
consideration  at  present.  We  also  defcr  noticing 
die  manufactures  of  soda,  muriatic  add,  and  sal* 
phuric  acid  from  pyrites. 

Inhere  is  no  employment  that  has  excited  so 
much  public  attention  ana*  enquiry,  and  has  been 
so  much  discussed,  as  to  its  elects  on  the  health, 
morals  and  longevity  of  those  employed  in  it,  as  the 
manufacture  of  cotton,  especially  as  regards  the 
spinning  process.  If  we  were  to  believe  some  men, 
even  of  eminence  in  our  profession,  the  employment 
is  a  spedes  of  wilful  and  heartless  infanticide— a, 
perfect  altar  to  Moloch  $  and  if  we  could  credit 
others,  equally  respectable,  but  apparently  better 
acquainted  with  the  process,  it  is  not  only  a  healthy 
occupation  for  childhood  and  adults,  but  also  a  pre- 
ventive, if  not  a  means  of  curing  consumption  and 
cachexy.  Like  many  questions  of  a  similar  kind, 
the  assertions  are  derived  dther  from  separate 
data,  or  from  a  foregone  conclusion  founded  on  the 
abstract  views  of  physiology  applied  to  unknown 
conditions.  My  own  observation  has  shown  mo 
that  while  some  establishments  situated  In  towns 
have  an  insalubrious  effect  upon  the  opentf  vei*ini 


s& 


Hffi&ki. 


especially  npbn.  the  children,  ansing  also  from 
their  modes  of  living  and  their  habitations*  others 
■gain,  situated  in  the  country,  have  exhibited  quite 
ft  salubrious  and  beneficial  Wect  upon  the  health, 
morals,  and  comfort  of  (hose  employed.  The 
object  of  the  factory  Act  has  been  to  improve  the 
hygiene  in  the  worse-conducted  and  badly -located 
establishments;  and  though  its  provisions  have 
been  thought  iy  some  to  be  very  stringent,  and  to 
interefere  too  much  between  the  employer  and  the 
employed,  yet  upon  the  whole,  it  may  be  allowed 
to  have  improved  the  physical  health  of  the  opera- 
tives. 

To  show  how  difficult  it  is  to  come  to  a  just 
and  satisfactory  conclusion,  even  when  the  subject 
is  investigated  in  the  most  public  manner,  and  by 
the  most  respectable  and  able  private  observers, 
we  may  remark  that  in  Mr.  Sadler's  parliamentary 
committee,  there  was  an  undoubted  perversion  of 
Acts  pervading  the  whole  of  its  enquiries,  with  a 
-subtle  commitment  of  medical  men  to  the  side 
obviously  espoused  by  the  leading  members  of  that 
committee.  On  the  other  hand  an  eminent  che- 
irn'cal  philosopher  has  excessively  eulogized  labour 
in  cotton  mills,  as  contrasted  with  rural  pursuits. 
The  Araks  of  exaggeration  and  partiality  in  the 
selection  of  illustrative  cases,  lie  seriously  at  the 
doors  of  such  reporters  {  and  more  recently  Dr. 
Taylor  baa  betrayed  somewhat  too  much  of  the 
same  bias  id  his  praises  of  cotton  mills  and  their 
wealthy  owners. 

That  scrofulous  affections  and  phthisis  prevail 
much  in  all  manufacturing  communities,  especially 
in  large  towns,  is  a  matter  of  acknowledged  occur- 
rence and  observation  j  but  then  these  complaints 
ate  found  to  prevail  in  all  densely  inhabited  towns, 
whether  mere  are  any  cotton  manufactories  in 
them  or  not,  and  this  especially  among  the  poor 
living  in  narrow  streets,  in  filthy,  dark  and  ill. 
ventilated  cellars  and  lodgings,  seldom  or  never 
perhaps  reached  by  the  smVs  rays.  In  proof  of 
this  insalubrity  not  being  attached  par  excellence 
to  manufacturing  towns,  I  may  instance  Liverpool, 
which  has  a  higher  rate  of  mortality  and  a  pre- 
sumeably  greater  prevalence  of  disease  than  Man- 
chester, principally  owing  to  the  former,  a  non- 
manufacturing  town,  having  a  vastly  greater  number 
of  people  living  in  dirty  cellars. 

As  to  the  comparative  mortality  in  the  two 
towns,  of  all  ages  under  15,  to  show  how  children 
and  in&nts  are  affected,  the  ratio  of  deaths  in 
Liverpool  is  to  the  whole  deaths,  as  60.75  per 
cent.,  while  that  of  Manchester  is  only  about  a  half 
per  eent  higher,  being  61.27  per  cent."  Mr. 
Noble,  in  a  paper  read  before  the  British  Asso- 
ciation, in  this  town,  showed  that  tne  deaths  from 
consumption  in  the  factory  district  of  Manchester 
were  actually  fewer  in  proportion  to  the  deaths 
from  all  causes,  than  in  the  agricultural  county  of 
JSssex,  being  as  4  to  21  in  Eisex,  and  3  ouly  to  1$ 
in  Manchester  j  and  a  similar  favourable  ratio  for 


Manchester  was  deduced,  wlien  compared  trim  da 
'  rural  pasts  of  the  country  in  genera).  -  SooetMj^ 
of  this  favourable  nature  is  reported  by  Dr. 
Mauthner,  of  the  cotton-works,  in  Lower  Austria, 
in  which  about  10,000  bands  are  employed,  within 
a  circle  of  a  few  miles  round  Vienna.  He  says, 
from  the  registers  that  have  been  duly  kept  by  the 
clergymen  for  forty  years,  that  the  number  of 
deaths  among  the  manufacturing  people,  is  propor- 
tionably  less  than  among  the  agricultural  labour- 
ers; that,  as  among  other  classes,  the  deaths  are 
most  numerous  of  children  under  two  years,  arid 
that  there  are  a  great  many  who  die  between  Wand 
70.  In  these  foreign  establfshmenfs  the  hours  of 
kbotir  are  longer  than  in  this  country,  being  gene- 
rally fifteen  hours,  including  time  for  meals,  bat 
the  people  are  well  lodged,  and  they  are  temperate 
fn  their  habits.  To  balance  this  view  in  some 
degree.  Dr.  Mauthner  says  that  the  race  of  men 
employed  in  those  establishments  is  much  lest 
robust  than  that  of  the  peasantry  in  the  neigh- 
bouring villages,  and  that  scrofulous  consump- 
tion is  not  uncommon,  while  inflammatory  diseases 
are  rare.  Rheumatic  affections  are  the  eery 
peculiar  diseases  incident  to  the  employment. 

M.  Villerml,  a  great  medical  statistician,  says  of 
the'  French  factories,— u  See  these  operatives,  and 
you  will  soon  be  convinced  that  these  things  never 
inconvenience  them.  Singular  mistakes  have 
arisen  in  attributing  to  working  in  factories,  diseases 
induced  by  protracted  labour,  want  of  rest,  insuf- 
ficiency of  food  and  its  bad  quality,  habits  of  impro- 
vidence, drunkenness,  and  to  say  all  in  one  word, 
wages  below  the  actual  wants  of  the  recipients.*'  w*e 
are,  moreover,  confident  in  our  own  conviction,  that 
many  diseases  that  have  been  attributed  peculiarly  to 
manufactures,  are  not  specially  to  be  found  among 
the  population  dependent  upon  them  ;  and  that 
the  evils  both  of  a  physical  and  moral  character 
affecting  the  working  classes,  are  more  to  be 
assigned  to  their  domestic  and  personal  habits  and 
relations,  than  to  their  industrial  ones.  In  further 
corroboration  of  this  opinion,  I  bad  occasion  to  virit 
the  workhouse  at  Liverpool  lately,  and  I  there 
witnessed  in  the  children's  wards  such  a  number 
of  declared  scrofulous  affections  and  sores  to  which 
tnere  is  nothing  similar  to  be  compared,  no,  not  to 
a  tithe,  in  the  Union  Workhouse  in  this  town, 
which  contains  nearly  as  many  inmates. 

That  the  race  of  adults  in  factories  is  physically 
deteriorated,  there  can  be  no  doubt  j  and  if  it  were 
not  for  fresh  immigration  from  the  rural  districts, 
they  would  be  more  so.  From  the  Army  Report, 
it  is  found  that  a  corps  levied  from  Wales  and  the 
northern  counties  of  England,  will  last  longer  than 
one  recruited  from  the  towns  of  Birmingham 
Manchester,  or  the  metropolis  j  and  out  of  613 
men  enlisted,  almost  wholly  from  the  manufactory 
iog  districts,  only  231  were  approved  for  service. 
•Manufactures'  undoubtedly  deteriorate  (he  race  or 
men.'  '    '  '       "    •"  )tgit1z§d by V^OOQ  £•    * 
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operalrvecwonld  have  been  kept  ap  and  promoted 
under  this  species  of  industrial  employment,  if  no 
females,  at  any  age,  bad  bean  allowed  to  enter  a 
factory  as  a  daily  operative,  it  is  not  easy  to  predi- 
cate j  at  any  rate,  from  observationand  experience, 
it  may  safely  be  inferred  that  the  moral  and 
domestic  condition  of  both  sexes  wonld  have  been 
greatly  better  than  at  present,  antf  wages  would 
have  maintained  a  higher  level,  and  in  tins  exclu- 
sien  of  females  lies  the  radical  reform  of  this  sys- 
tem. Much  however  has  been  done  to  awetto- 
rate  the  system,  for  the  ten-hours  labour  has  been 
allbnt  enacted  by  Act  of  Parliament*  and  none  are 
allowed  to  enter  the  mills  under  nine  years  of  age> 
Not  many  yean  back  children  were  liable  to  be 
worked  fifteen  house  e-day,  while  Dx*  Baillie  gave 
his  opinion  that  children  might  be  admitted  to 
week  in  factories  at  seven  years  of  age,— an  opinion 
which  no  medical  man  would  now  venture  to 
deliver. 

In  the  woollen  factories  it  appears  that  the 
batting  of  wool  occasions  much  teas  dust  than  that 
of  cotton,  and  that  little  even  of  inconvenience  is 
felt  from  it.  The  spinning  of  wool  also  requires 
only  a  moderate  temperature,  whereas  that  of 
•cotton  requires  a  very  high  one.  In  the  silk  manu- 
factory it  is  considered  that  the  early  processes, 
stieh  as  drawing  the  silk  from  the  cocoons,  are 
alone  decidedly  unhealthy,  and  any  results  that 
tsftepkeeare  those  on  the  general  health*  rather  than 
special  affections  arising  from  the  employment. 

"We  come  now  to  notice  the  hygienic  state  of 
another  very  numerous  and  important  class  of 
people  employed  in  very  different  situations,  and 
in  quite  a  different  species  of  labour  from  those 
which  we  have  yet  considered,  vis.,  the  condition 
of  those  employed  in  mines,  and  especially  in  coal 
mines.  The  nature  of  this  employment,  especially 
as  it  affects  the  health,  morals,  and  development  of 
children  and  females,  has  lately  attracted  much  of 
the  sympathy  and  benevolent  attention  of  dm 
public,  and  from  the  investigation  of  a  parka* 
mentary  committee,  an  Act  has  been  passed  to 
counteract  what  has  been  considered  injurious  yet 
avoidable  in  this  species  of  labour,  and  especially 
in  excluding  females  entirely  from  working  under 
ground.  Like  all  subjects  hastily  taken  up  in  the 
spirit  of  philanthropy,  there  is  reason  to  think 
there  has  been  not  a  tittle  exaggeration  in  the 
published  reports  of  the  evils,  both  moral  and 
physical,  that  have  been  alleged  to  accompany  and 
follow  the  employment  in  mines,  and  in  several 
instances  the  pictures  of  slavery  and  vice  have  been 
grossly  caricatured.  It  is  with  this,  as  with  the 
cotton  factories,  the  evils  depend  more  on  the 
customs  and  mode  of  labour  in  separate  districts 
itod  under  different  owners,  than  upon  any  necessary 
accompaniment  or  result  of  the  kind  of  labour 
itself.  For  while  in  some  districts  the  lowest 
>  of  ignorance,  grosaneas  of  moral*  and  swettty 
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of  the  mining  localities  in  the  west  of , 
Scotland,  a  Ugh  state  of  morals  among  the  opera- 
tives exists,  and  tbey  are  as.  well  educated  ;an4  as  : 
attentive  to  their  religious  duties,  as  any  portion  of 
the  agricultural  community  around,  and  even  where;  ,. 
females  worked  in  the  mine*,    The  Soujth  Shields 
committee,  in  their  late  valuable  report,  say,  that  , 
no  women  nor  girls  are  employed  in  the  north  of 
England  mining  districts,  and  they  further  say,  it  is 
surprising  that  so  little  physical ,  injury  should  be  # 
the  result  of  the  labour  among  male   children* 
They  are  decidedly  of  opinion  that  no  restriction 
should  be  placed  on  the  admission  of  boys  to  the  ' 
mines  beyond  11  or  12  at  the  latest    Boys  must 
be  early  brought  up  to  the  work,  else  they  will 
never,  when  further  grown,  take  to  a  mine — a  cir- 
cumstance which  has  been  much  overlooked  in 
many  fine  plans  propounded  on  this  subject 

There  are  no  special  diseases  to  which  eoai-sainers 
am  subject,  save   those  which   are  the  obviona 
result  of  exposure  to  wet  and  damp,  along  with  < 
frequent  changes  of  atmospheric  temperature,  and 
the  inhalation  of  coal  dust,  and  these  canseadeclarav  * 
themselves  in  recurrent  attacks  of  ruenmetisav 
and  bronchitis.    On  the  whole,  however,  they  may- 
be termed  a  healthy  class  of  people,  and  many  of  -' 
them  are  very  robust;  and  their  spasmodic  com- . 
plaints  result  more  from  their  intemperance  thaav  * 
from  any  special  causes  attending  their  employment. 
The  principal  invasions  of  their  health,  pbyeieaL 
ability,  and  longevity,  arise  from  the  accidents  So 
w^ich  they  are  so  liable,  and  to  which  so  many  are  * 
the  fatal  victims.   .  Contusions,  wounds,  fractures* 
and   dislocations,  are  familiar*  accidents  among* 
them,  occasioned  by  misadventures  in  the  shafts,  • 
felling  of  the  roof  of  the  mines,  and  the  minor 
effects  of  explosions  of  either  gunpowder  or  of  the 
fire-damp.    Though  the  recent  Act  of  Parliament 
has  wisely  upon  the  whole  provided  for  the  exclu- 
sion of  children  and  females  from  the  sphere  of* 
these  terrible  accidents,  yet  it  has  not  .ventured  te> 
provide  a  preventive  of  the  fatal  eflecte,  so  often  < 
resulting  from  the  devastation  of  that  demon  of  the 
bowels  of  the  earth,  the  fire-damp,  nor  offered  n< 
premium  to  any  that  will  effectually  conquer  off* 
disarm  its  power.    We  think  this  would  be  a  most; 
benevolent  devotion  of  a  little  money,  and  a  chal- 
lenge to  the  sublimes t  aspiration  of  fame,  when 
we  consider,  that,  from  correct  statistical  returns,, 
during  twenty  years  previous  to  the  adoption  of 
safety  lamps,  when  only  steel  mills  were  in  use, 
679  lives  were  lost  from  explosions  in  the  mines  in 
this  country,  while  from  1830,  or  the  twenty  sue*, 
ceechng  years,  when  the  lamps  were  in  general, 
use,  744  lives  have  perished  from  the  same  cause, 
leaving  a  balance  against  the  lamps  of  65  lives. 
It  is  true  there  has  been  an  increasing  business, 
done  each  succeeding  year,  but  the  chief  cause  of 
this  fetal  disparity,  appears  to  be,  the  greater  malm 
tentien  to  ventilation,  and  too  nsach,< 


I  wuiuu   to,  wt  wbwb*4'  on 

n  <ane  gut  gets  nrnftn 
Mid  the  lamps  become  hot  from  internal 
ticn  and  explosions.  The.  wire  in  the  best  of  the 
Davy  tamps  soon  becomes  red  hot,  and  the  least 
wind  or  n>tfflSHMt<of  the  lamp,  throws  the  internal 
fame  on  to  die  gauze,  and  the  dangerous  atmos- 
pheric without  is  ignited ;  or  else  others,  as  Dr. 
Glanny'a  are  apt  to  go  oat,  when  the  fire-damp  b 
very  rife,  though  his,  or  Museler's,  of  Belgium,  m 
thought  to  be  much  better  than  Davy's. 

The  nature  and  habitudes  of  the  gases  in  coal 
mines  are  exceedingly  interesting,  and  though 
they  have  been  investigated  by  ajrie  chemists, 
there  is  much  to  be  yet  ascertained,  especially  as 
la  the  proportions  m  which  they  act  as  inflammable 
and  explosive  mixtures.  They  are  found  to  con- 
sist of  light  or  the  proto^carburetted  hydrogen,  the 
oiefiant  or  the  bicarburetted,  and  sulphuretted 
hydrogen,  which  are  all  three  iniammahte>  We 
have  also  those  gases  which  constitute  the  choke 
and  after-damps,  the  carbonic  acid  and  the  nitrogen 
gases.  The  proto*carbur$Ued  hydrogen,  which  hi 
very  light,  having  only  a  specific  gravity  of  0.538^ 
onsnpoafts  the;  greatest  portion  of  the  fire  damp,  hut 
H  requires  for  explosion,  according  to  Davy,  7  fo 
35  per  cent*  of  it  to  be  mixed  with  atmosnbnric 
ait*  .  If  It  is  in  greater  proportion  than  25  per 
eanfc  the  mixture  will  not  explode,  owing  tn  the 
wane  nf -a  due  preperaea  of  oxygen,  an&if  less 
tha*i7peri3e«titwinbetcoiiiOiAdShitsdforquick 
expioahm.  Oiejkmt  ga*>  which  is  also  called  the 
heavy  carburetted  hydrogen,  because  it  has  a 
gravity  of  0.9722*  exists  in  many  mines  beyond 
what  is  supposed.  It  explodes  at  a  lower  temper- 
ature  than  the  other  $  iron  heated  red  hot  will 
ignite  it,  and  thus  the  lighter  gas  may  be  fired. 
FtoJessor  Btjchoff  found  the  fire-damp  in  the  ooal 
mines  of  Belgium  to.  consist  in  10,000. part*  of 
light  carburetted  hydrogen  7*UQ,  of  oiefiant  gas 
Mlljand  of  other  gases  479  parts,  and  this  may 
vesy^  probably  be  a  sample, of  the  fire-damp  in 
several  e4»wa#^nhseev  *-tikdpkm*md  kydregm  ii 
amy  heavy,  being'  1.1806,  and  ia  extricated  from 
the  ^composition  of  iron  pyrites,  which  ordinarily 
contains  45  to  50  f>er  cent,  of  sulphur.  It  causes 
instant  death  by  inhalation,  and  ignites  at  the  least 
visible  beat  of  iron,  therefore  a  red  hot  lamp  will 
explode  it*  .       '       .     . 

Carbonic  acid  gas  is  more  or  less  generated  in 
el  asineA  ejad  frequently  emmranssts*  *  tl»  wnrk- 
ingBtor  bay*  of  ooal  mines,  to  a  dangerous  pkctv  » 
jnvtn  extsn^uiflStihuaps  and  candle**  ham  even 
henam  fewsuace  this  intensity  it  Is  4angerau%**jd 
»  time  wflT  be*  trial  to  animal  lift.  Prelum* 
Ornnam  *  even  says,  that  7  per  cent*  of  oeitanic 
aeai  in  common  air  would  be  powerfully  narcotic, 
and  soon  kill,  from  repeated  respsration.  Being  a 
heavy  gas,  of  specific  gravity,  \&V7,  it  Is  found 
always  at  the  bottom  and  lowest  parts  of  the  shift 
aid  jasrlusje,  ami  ia  termed  h^  cbx*e-damp  by 


its  frst  onset, fewest  p)  iilnfp  of  thy 

closure  of  the  glottis,  -and  the,  .neaaqn,.  4Jse> 
asphyxiated;  but  where-  the  gas  is  djjutcd  with, 
common  mr»  death  slowly  takes  place  from- the, 
narcotism  induced  by  the  accumulated  carhonixa-. 
tionefthebioodV 


To  iltoafrate  the  effects  of  these 
and  ether  gasesy  before  smd  after  eaniosioa,  we? 
shall  suppose  a  oertsin  eaogexoos  eJmoBpbere* 
to  consist  of  one  volume  of.  hght  carburetted 
hydrogen  and  ten  volumes  of  oomnma  ak,  which 
forms  one  of  the  most  explosive  mixtutes.  Ibis, 
mature  may  be  rcspiiablo  for  a  whale,  but  its  dan- 
gerous nature  may  be  perceived  by  the  safety 
lamps,  which  will  be  getting  hot  by  the  confined, 
internal  explosions,  which,  however*  the  mmer* 
may  net  strictly  regard.  Soon,  bxwever,  anexplc. 
sjon.  lakes  plane,  either  from  exposing  an  open 
candle,  opening  tbe  lamp,  or  from  its  getting  red 
hot,  or  even  from  its  being  carried  quickly  through 
the  fatal  imitate*  so- the*  she  internal  (msii 
thrown  en  the  hot  ■Jsngnrsiffl,  by  which  theas> 
tenor  mass  is  ignsfteoV 

The  explosion  hnaung  ashen)  place,  what  is  the 
resolt  ma  chemical  view  to  account  for  the  death 
of  the  peer  victims,  on  the  fact  that  they  have  bean 
asphyxiated  by  what  ia  caSedthe  mfUrMmpt 
Now,  as  we  had  one  volame  of  the  carburetted 
hydrogen,  wbioh  ia  composed  of  two  volumes  of 
byuVogenundonevokenuefearbm 
three  vohnnan  when  the  gas  is  deoompomd,  and 
we  have  ten  volumes  of  air,  it  is  easy  to  see  what 
will  be  the  result  if  the  explosion  has  been  com- 
plete. The  two  volumes  of  hydrogen  will  unite  with 
one  of  the  volumes  of  oxygen  in  the  air  to  form 
aqueous  vapour,  and  one  volume  o£  carbon  vapour 
will  unite  with  the  other  volume  of  oxygen  to  form 
one  volume  of  carbonic  acid,  while  the  nitrogen- 
eight  volumes  will  be  set  free— the  whole  making 
eleven  volumes  the  same  as  at  first,  but  in  the 
meantime  suffering  a  great  expansion  from  the 
heat  of  explosion,  am)  the  decomposition  of  car- 
buretted hydrogen*  Now  the  nitrogen  will  be 
found  filling  the  upper  and  middle  regions  of  this 
residual  atmosphere,  while  the  carbonic  acid  will  be 
at  the  bottom,  and  may  extend  to  about  six  inches 
from  the  floor  of  the  passages.  Hence  the  mtrogen 
may  make  a  man  insensible  till  he  foils  into  the 
heavy  gas,  where  he  is  soon  asphyxiated.  H» 
nitrogen  is  merely  negative  in  its  effects;  the 
carbonic  acid  is,  however,  positively  poisonous,  and 
will  kill  even  by  immersion,  with  the  mouth  pro* 
tected.  On  inspecting  these  victims  after  they  are 
found,  many  of  the  marks  are  those  of  asphyxia- 
tion, but  there  are  also  signs  of  great  violence  on 
tbe  bodies  from  concussion  and  contusion. 

Professor  Cbristitaq  thinks  some  other  injury  tja* 
simple  asphyxia  takes  place  in  tbe  death,  node*: 
tawstaneeajS*  tbe  bodies  yw/jsoon,potriflr* 
afnjogpjMasm^  «, 


ANALYSIS  OF  TintJACTB  0*DI8EA8E. 


Before  wo  nnifh  this  sirbject,  it'TBiy  isot  we' 
irrelavent  shortly  to  take  ootfce  oft  law  in  pttetnrtitic 
chemistry  which  hat  been  alleged  to  prevail  among ' 
all  the  gates,  and  tending  to  modify  their  inde- 
pendency of  action.  This  law  is  called  the  law  or 
property  of  diffusion,  whereby  gasses  of  whatever 
spectfe  gravities,  have  the  property  of 
Dg  each  other  reciprocally; 
i  to  atom,  or  two  or  nvore  atoms  of  owe  species 
to  one  of  another,  and  dm  even  though  auasnmal 
porous  membrawe  be  interposed.  This  property, 
so  beautifully  exemplified  in  the-  laboratory  and  in 
come  of  the  operations  of  atmospheric  phenomena, 
would  have  been  of  essential  importance  among  the 
different  noxious  gases  that  are  generated  in  mines ; 
but  unfortunately  it  does  not  seem  to  bold  good  in 
juch  subterranean  laboratories.  Whether  this  ex- 
ception k  owing  to  the  want  of  the  solar  light,,  of 
a  sufficiency  of  medium,  or  from  want  of  a  due 
intermixture  from  currents  of  air,  it  is  not  easy  to 
net  attain  $  but  earburetted  hydrogen  and  carbonic 
•old  gases  are  always  found  separate,  according  to 
their  specific  gravities. 

Professor  Graham  asserts  that  tbe  light  gases 
diffuse  themselves  most  rapidly ;  thus  hydrogen 
escapes  from  an  aperture  five  times  quicker  than 
carbonic  acid  gas,  which  is  twenty-two  times 
heavier.  In  the  case  of  an  intimate  mixture  of 
ate  two  gases,  tbe  most  diffusive  gas  separates  front 
She  other  and  leave*  the  receiver  in  the 
proportion.  Mr.  Taylor,  tbe  etninen 
amner,  says,  no  practical  value  can  be  deduced  from 
tbe  law  of  diffusion,  aa  applied  to  mines.  *  At  the 
ttghest  point,*  he  says,  "  I  found  a  very  explosive 
mixture,  and  no  trace  of  carbonic  acid  could  be 
detected  by  lime-water.  At  tbe  lowest  point,  the 
mixture  was  not  explosive,  and  there  was  a  good 
deal  of  carbonic  arid.  We  cannot  therefore,  it 
appears,  calculate  upon  any  results  of  this  law  .in 
aaines ;  it  is  of  little  or  no  use.** 

In  die  after-damp  also,  the  law  of  diffusion  does 
not  hold  good,  for  the  different  products  of  nitrogen 
and  earbonio  add  gas  that  remain  in  die  passages, 
are  still  affected  by  their  particular  specSe  gravities, 
and  are  found  existing  in  the  lower  and  higher 
regions  of  these  places,  according  to  their  respective 
weights. 

In  concluding,  gentlemen,  these  few  lectures  on 
public  hygiene  and  medical  police,  I  cannot  but 
express  to  you  how  superficially  and  inadequately 
I  feel  that  I  have  treated  these  deeply  important 
subjects ;  in  fact,  I  have  been  enabled  to  give  you 
•only  a  syllabus  of  what  should  have  been  delivered 
on  these  matters,  involving  as  they  do,  so  much  of 
the  health,  well-being,  and  comfort  of  the  com- 
munity 5  but  in  justice  to  the  other  necessary  and 
more  strictly  professional  parts  of  our  course  of 
lectures  on  forensic  medicme,  we  have  been  obliged 
ourselves  to  a  rteresummary  of  what  we 
'  had  auueh  fdsesurv  asjfl 


A  CWnCAk  AswaLYfeu*  W  TaW  JNUNGIMt 
*A€TC  Off  DltfiAM. 

.  (Comtimed  from  p*gt  543.) 

IfcUITATION    AN©    CONCBtTrOV/. 

The  red  particles  of  the  blood  sre  endowed  with 
physical  properties  which  fit  them  for  tbe  fulfilment 
of  a  very  important  purpose  in  the  aiechsnism  of  the 
eircnlation. 

These  admit*  solids  are  extremely  elastic.  When 
compressed  between  glass,  they  recover  their  form  oa 
the  remoral  of  the  pressure,  and  rash  through  the 
serum  with  a  motion  which  is  independent  of  the  con- 
taining fluid,  some  moving  with  more  rapidity  Shan 
others,  some  remaining  stationary  in  the  liquor  saa> 
guints,  while  others  bonnd  off  from  those  with  which 
they  may  have  come  in  contact.  Their  want  of  attrac- 
tion for  one  another  depends  also  on  their  elasticity. 

As  elastic  bodies,  tbe  red  particles  receive  a  greater 
impulse  from  the  heart  than  the  liquor  sanguinis. 
From  their  vast  number,  however,  and  tbe  influence  of 
capillary  attraction,  which  is  exerted  between  solids 
and  liquids,  the  fluid  is  carried  forward  in  an  almost 
equal  velocity  with  the  solid  portions  of  the  blood. 

Capillary  attraction  maybe  exercised  between  solids 
and.fluids,  as  in  the  instance  of  the  red  particles  sad 
Uquor  sanguinis,  above  noticed ;  and  la  that  of  capOlerj 
tubes  and  liquids.  Or,  it  may  be  exerted  between 
closely  approximated  surfaces  with  or  without  the 
intenrenuonofaflnid.  Whan  moist  sarlases  are  put 
iu  apposition,  the  attraction  h>  rendered  more  power* 
fal;  for  then,  owing  to  tbe  intervention  of  a  bqeJd. 
there  is  a  double  attraction  exerted  by  the  surfaces ;  for 
the  fluid!  and  for  each  other;  and  therefore  a  closer 
approximation  of  the  surfaces-  Of  this  physical  law 
the  capillary  vessels,  when  emptied  of  their  globules 
end  most  of  their  liquor  sanguinis,  afford  a  striking 
example.  Then,  these  vessels  collapse;  and  many  of 
them  are  no  longer  visible.  In  the  tail  of  the  tadpole, 
and  in  the  web  of  a  frog*  loot,  the  capWarie*  appear 
somewhat  flattened,  as  if  ibrnfettf  swpsrintScsed  wMeu* 
branes,  united  at. their  edgw**Jttt  aurgfca|>  hwertJ*/, 
into  the  acescent  tissue.  A  dark*  hvegiUar-line  da 
either  side  appears  te  nune^thts  uason,  we«m<te  ssea* 
instaawee  is  lost  when  tsafvessew  .tn-K 

Net  only  the  opposite  siaus  of  esaflssry  msanjeajt 
of  vassal!  considerably  greater  m  diasneter,  mast  he 
within  the  sphere  of  capillary  aU)raoaon.  Xhwsnssnr*: 
extends  to  the  extreme  veins  and  arteries,  99  well  as  to 
the  lymphatic  vessels. 

The  following  simple  experiment  witi  afford  some 
idea  of  the  real  diameter  of  a  capuury  veseat 

vkx  two  neves  es  paper  we  gummeu  vogwawsr,  wr 
twogomwasm  cf  dla^rsateoloam  be  stacfe  assess 
ejce,  and  She  waited  edges  cue  even,  and  sat  up  in  ten 
of  a  ssssrassape  be  she  mow  of 
it  will 

their  oesu^&avd  edges  j  at 
is  equal  in  width  to  the  ammeter  of  the  mjscaaf 
esattlary. 

In  fact,  the  oppoaiss  surfaces  of  capUlariea  ess 
njsmin  the  sphere  of  mutual  attraction,  .even  whits  the 
snaahttiea.  advances,  and  the  tendency  which  nun? 
have  to  epprextsAs**,  exerts' a  principal  share  in  raga- 
capfflary  dt&s&tkm.  The  saaate  salt  par- 
se 1 
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mfeeionnre  a*  tees*  tubcei  fe?  they 

r  to  feifcrW  tassel j  upon  each  other  even  wUo 
i  it  onssjninad  lo  the  uAasomcatont.  The 
i  of  Mr  current  is  determined  by  the  known 
which  amittUin  the  circulation;  but  those 
fotcm  are aided  asaterisUy  by  an  agency  which  tend* 
lo  adapt  the  diameter  of  tbe  capillaries  to  that  of  the 
globule*  of  blood ;  lo  diminish  it,  when  tbe  circulation 
k  arrested,  in  a  direct  ratio  to  tbe  quantity  of  globules 
Jeftfraftd,  thus,  to  render  the  force  of  tbe  heart,  which 
ii  in  an  inverse  ratio  to  the  diameter  of  tbe  vessels, 
Available  to  the  utmost  extent  durinf  retnrning 
circulation. 

If  a  drop  of  blood  be  placed  on  glass  at  the  margin 
of  a  thin  plate  of  talc,  it  will  be  attracted  towards,  and, 
as  is  well  known,  will  creep  into  the  capQlary  apace. 
When  tbe  spontaneous  arrangement  of  tbe  blood, 
thus  disposed  of,  is  observed  with  a  microscope,  it  wffl 
.be  noticed  that  the  globules  do  not  rest  upon  the  same 
level,  but  one  upon  another.  By  pressing  upon  the 
talc  with  a  needle,  and  changing  the  focus,  it  will  be 
found  that  the  capillary  space  may  be  cleared  of  the 
globule*  around  the  spot  where  the  talc  is  compressed ; 
that  by  relaxing  the  pressure  gently,  a  single  layer  of 
globules  will  rush  into  view,  and  by  removing  it 
entirely,  a  wave  of  blood,  two  or  three  globules  deep, 
will  roll  over  the  first  layer. 

'  Wben  blood  corpuscles  are  thus  compressed,  tbey  are 
more  flattened  than  natural,  but  resume  their  former 
shape  when  set  free.  The  exercise  of  this  elastic  pro- 
perty of  the  globules  is  the  cause  of  the  ascent  of  the 
talc  in  the  preceding  experiment,  and  of  the  return  of 
these  bodies  to  their  former  arrangement.  So  far  the 
globules  of  the  blood  evince  sufficient  elasticity  to 
insist  the  attraction  which  opposite  surfaces  exert. 

Two  surfaces  made  to  adhere  by  means  of  a  saline 
fluid,  are  so  closely  in  contact  aa  scarcely  :to  admit 
blood-globules.  Talc  and  glam  thus  made  to  adhere, 
and  a  drop  of  blood  placed  at  tbe  margin  of  tbe  talc, 
tbe  blood*gtobules  penetrate  in  small  numbers,  compa- 
ratively, and  only  in  a  single  layer,  of  which  the 
globules  are  far  apart,  and  have  only  advanced  a  line  or 
two;  m  fact  the  globules  do  not  penetrate  with  the 
name  fucauty  aa  when  the  interval  of  the  glam  and  tile 
is  dry.  Wben  capillaries  are  once  empty,  the  apposi- 
tion of  their  walls  excludes  tbe  blood-globules  to  a 
great  extent,  much  in  the  same  manner  as  above. 

A  few  words  may  be  added  on  the  lymphatic  circa-  • 
lation.  The  presence  of  valves  in  a  vessel  implies  tbe 
existence  of  some  opposing  force,  calculated  to  impede 
the  movement  of  its  contents,  The  valves  of  the 
veins  afford  an  instance  of  this,  and  are  so  formed  as 
to  neutralise .  the  effect  of  gravity,  and  render  the  con- 
tractions of  the  muscles  available,  aa  an  auxiliary  force, 
to  impel  tbe  venous  blood  in  tbe  direction  of  the  heart 
only;  a  force  which  would  otherwise  distribute  it 
eajanily  in  that  and  the  opposite  direction.  But  the 
lymphatics  are  capillary  tubes,  the  force  of  gravity 
thsiefunj  can  exercise  no  influence  upon  their  contents, 
Tne  valves  which  tbey  contain  must  consequently  have 
n  different  use  to  the  valves  of  the  veins.  It  has  been 
remarked  above  that  tbe  heart  determines  the  enures 
vjf  the  current,  bus  that  the  pressure  of  tbe  sides  of 
by  ■  nap  Hug  tbe  diameter^  tbe  vessels  to 
Creases  hH  rapidity.  Tbie 
sseiiiis  i  easily  to  me  movement  of  tbe  lymph, 


that  in  tbs\  Jetsam  instance  tbe  hen*  tire*  fee*. 
sent  by  impulsioa,  in  the  latter,  by  section. 

Tbe  effect  of  this  capillary  force,  exerted  by  tie 
delicate  surface  of  the  lymphatics  Upon  itself,  vidua* 
the  interposition  of  valves,  would  be  to  create  sn  badf- 
mttng  movement  throughout  the  length  of  a  vend, 
whenever  the  volume  of  its  contents  was  ^»rH4fft 
by  the  auction  of  the  ncerti  whereas,  tbe  preseaes  ef 
valves,  by  putting  n  cheek  lo  retrograde  mnrsamjl, 
causmtfan  fere  of  the  pressure  to  take  effect  only » 
tbe  direction  of  tbe  heart. 

Tbe  nreceding  remarks  will  assist  the  leader  k> 
acquire  a  clearer  understanding  of  tbe  physiology  of 
congestion,  as  relates  to  the  lessened  diameter  of 
capillar)  tubes  which  succeeds  to  arrest  of  circuUooa, 

Congestion  as  above  defined  (til),  might  be  more 
correctly  distinguished  by  the  name  of  sob-inflamma- 
tion, as  it  is  the  invariable  antecedent  of  the  tree 
infUmmatory  process.  Such  a  distinction  would  man 
to  separate  it  from  other  forms  of  capillary  dherdtt 
which  are  likewise  called  congestion,  and  all  of  irium 
acknowledge  a  different  pathogeny* 

Recent  observers  have  corrected  the  ideas,  bath* 
the  language  of  science  in  an  uussdtled state;  if  they 
have  introduced  fresh  terms,  the  new  have  bnthnda* 
quately  responded  to  the  wants  of  knowledge.  The 
difficulty  of  denning  a  state  of  disease  by  mesas  of  s 
single  term,  is  insurmountable :  a  full  sentence,  even 
Is  unequal  to  the  purpose.  Hence  the  neeesmyof 
retaining  words,  which  by  usage,  have  attached  mem- 
selves  in  so  comprehensive  a  manner  to  state*  of  ur- 
ease, as  really  Co  i 


marks  apply  nextscubriy  to  inflammation,  tneahaV 
logical  value  of  which  term,  in  no  wise  coaesrm 

The  term  sub-muammation,  applied  instead  of  eon» 
gestfon,  to  the  process  (vii.)  which  immediately 
precedes  inflammation,  would  be  free  from  objection 
inasmuch  aa  it  embraces  all  that  it  is  inteodedto 
signify;  while  erubescence,  or  vital  turgescence,  b 
sufficiently  expressive  to  denote  the  dam  of  ftcts 
which  comes  under  definition  n.  Even  this  normal 
phenomenon  is  sometimes  called  congestion,  ss  m 
speaking  of  the  turgescence  of  erectile  tames  and 
analogous  facta. 

VllL— When  writction  tubtid*,  t ft*  teJsoiry  a/  <•> 
cfreulsflon  U  restortd  to  tie  naferaf  stem;  txhaidkm 
hrt^tablahtd,the%twadi9mHtrf^th€C9fUUr\mi$ 
renamed,  and  the  globuUt  recover  their  itoticUy. 

Tbe  consequences  of  this  form  of  congestion  (tab* 
inflammstion)  may  thus  undergo  a  process  of  cure  by 
resolution,  which  consists  in  tbe  separate  steps  of 
functional  disturbance  being  retraced,  as  defined  above; 
or  may  advance  into  inflammation, 
f  To  *e  cottfeneoV 


REPORT  OP  MIDWIFERY  CASES  OCCURRING 

IN  PRIVATE  PRACTICE. 

By  Kikkiok  Watson,  Esq.,  F.R.C.S.,  Stonrport. 

to  ths  noiTon  or  the  pnovrNciAX  medical  aso> 

SVEOICAL  JOtJENAt. 

At  the  peasant  crisis*  appears  to  me  to  havssy 
anainsbtetbat  the  smcnOmnr**  the  V ill ie1  hi  jhmeV 
the  public  should  bwdaaajted  m  the  ■»  |sjja/ of  a|l 


eW*0ns,boa  male  i^lMu^tlo  tagts*  It  tit) 

mracmce  w  mmwiiery,  ovrng  omv  w«i  w^km^^b* 
^Rds,  perhaps,  would  be  oone  ni6sr*oauWenw»y  by  prao* 
Utloncrs  Is  *uihYieut  parts  of  the  Idngdom  putfllsnJng 
(be  result  tffiMr  pruetfee*  with  thiview  of  stowing 
the  proportion  of  cases  fc  whiA  ttw-Hfc  of  both  the 
ttothef  and  tte  child  depended  Qpoft  latomeaaCe 
MdrtiBA.  Wfth  tub  totentiou  Ibeg  to  offer  revpub* 
flcetnm  the  lesidt  of  oW  csses*ur  *  midwifery,  of  which 
I  have  1tej>t'  ni  account.  "With  reference  to  the  unusual 
number  of  dangerous  cases,  I  would  merely  observe 
tint  they  constituted  a  large  ptefporttou  of  the  ouwult 
tans  occurring  to  lb*  neighbourhood,  many  of  them 
tssjduig  leitru  tnflcs  from  my  nonae. 
*  I  am,  Sir,  yours  very  truly, 

KE^RICK  WATSON. 
'   Stourport,  Nor,  5, 1844. 


Ite an,  empty bag,  with  the 

I  gSVW  RUf  bfSOOy  *■ 


...  1T»  following  ia  the  iresult  of  800  oases  of  midwifery 
of  which  1  )mpt.a*.  account  during  4  period  0/ 


14. 

11 

IX 

V 
3 
1 

I 

U 

2 


rbarthaf  theehikt 
1  the  vagina  .       . 
Dino  edeaantrry  ia  tbe,labie  pudendi 
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h^  the  uterus  without  the  lemteflsct.  It 
a  thick  Ccanpress  upon  the  abdomen,  and  a  flannel 
roller  round  the  body.  There  was  90  diecherge  of 
blood  at  the  termination  of  tiro  boor*,  f  loft  her'ia 
the  charge  of  her  medical  attendant,  sad  la  the  courui 
ol  the  night  ahe  died. 

The  ewe  In  which  a  rapture  of  the  labial  artery  toot 
place,  was  attended  by  a  midwife.  Two  hows  after 
delivery,  ahe  complained  of  pain  and  •welling  of  the 
right  labium,  bearing-down,  and  discharge  of  blood 
from  the  rectum.  She  died  0*  the  third  day.  tfpoa 
enouuentkm,  thirty  hours  after  death,  .the  perineum 
and  surrounding  parte  ware  found  injected  wfih  blood ; 
the  integuments  of  the  abdomen  emphysematous,  a 
eavity  in  the  labium  head  with  coagulated  blood,  and 
communicating  with  the  rectum,  through  a  laceration 
about  half  an  inch  ia  extent. 
"  In  two  caaea  the  placenta  was  elaoasad*  In  .one, 
the  maternal  part  waa  toft  ftrmiy  adhering  j  f^ntirrf* 
tatto  fever  supervened,  with  very  offensive  d^bargee, 
bat  by  injections  into  the  uterus,  bark  and  acids,  the 
woman,  who  wes  nearly  fifty,  reecwerud.  In  the  other, 
adiacbaigeof  water  took  place  in  the  fourth  month, 
and  continued  to  recur  from  time  to  {fane  till  the 
seventh  month,  when  labour  commenced.  At  this 
time  the  uterine  tumour  waa  divided  into  two  parte. 
When  the  os  uteri  waa  suficieutlp,  dilated,  I  passed 
my  band  and  (bund  the  foetus,  with  the  membranes 
entire,  occupying  one  half  of  the  uterus,  and  the 
placenta  and  a  quantity  of  grmnoua  blood,  the  other 
half.  So  far  asl  could  ascertain,  the  putridmam  was 
by  blood  and  hydatids.    The  woman  re- 


Of  the  preomtBre  births  sererei  were  oceaaionad  bjT 
•one  or  both  parente  being  affected  with  syphilis. 

In  two  caaea  in  which  the  arm  presented  in  the 
vagina,  the  placenta  had  been  over  the  oe  uteri,  but 
had  been  forced  into  the  vagina  by  the  protrusion  of 
the  arm.  The  flooding  in  the  first  instance,  in  both 
•cases,  had  been  violent,  but  bad  ceased  when  the 
wj—rt*  was  forced  into  the  vagina.  The  women  iff 
both  cases  were  strong  and  healthy,  and  the  uferus 
strongly  contracted  round  the  body  of  the  child. 

Of  the  seventeen  cases  of  severe  flooding,  fifteen 
■arose  from  the  adhesion  of  the  placenta  over  the 
os  uteri ;  and  in  two  cases  the  placenta  was  not  so 
aituated,  and  the  flooding  ceased  after  the  membranea 
were  ruptured.  Of  the  fifteen  cases  one  died  before  I 
.  got  to  the  house,  and  one  soon  after  she  waa  delivered* 
She  had  been  flooding  two  or  three  days  before  I  saw 
her.    In  these  seventeen  esses  four  children  were 


In  one  of  the  cases  in  which  the  head  was  opened 
•the  woman  was  dropsical.  She  had  been  in  labour 
many  hours;  the  uterus  was  so  thin  that  the  tissue 
of  the  child  could  be  distinguished  by  the  touch 
through  the  parietes  of  the  abdomen.  The  uterus 
wua  dilated,  the  head  was  large,  and  the  bones  dot 
tsched.  After  she  head  was  sunotmud,  about  a  querf 
«f  fluid  we*  etaheee^,  « the  bxmes  were  so  loom) 
Chat  they  eflbrued  no  hold  to  the  crotchet  Ipasrai 
'  styhaudbylsjslBe,  sad  taught  dotmtbuleatrte 


In  one  case  there  wee  a  knot  en  the  umbilical  cord, 
and  in  another,  a  rupture  of  the  umbilical  artery,  .{a 
a  third  case  the  child  was  apparently  seised  with  coo- 
mlsions  before  labour  commenced,  and  died.  The 
woman  whoa  at  work,  ironing,  in  a  very. hot  room, 
,  became  faint  from,  the  violent  motion  of  the  child;  it 
shortly  became  still,  and  never  moved  again.  She 
was  delivered  on  the  fourth  day  afterwards,  and  the 
child  was  in  a  statcof  decompoaUion.  '  .  x , 

Sevemlcases  required  the  upe  of  $e  layer,  or  the 
forceps,  and  in  no  case,  unless  the  death  of  the  child 
was  evident,  was  the  head  opened  till  one  or  other  of 
them  had  been  tried. 

Out ,  of  the  800  cases  seven  proved  fatal,— three 
from  rupture  of  the  vagina;  two  from  flooding;  one 
from  rupture  of  an  artery  ia  the  labia  pudendi;  and 
one,  ia  which  the  bead  was. opened  and  the  chi|d 
putrid,  where  peritqnitis  had  either  preceded,  or 
occurred  during,  labour. 


EFFECTS  OF  MIASafa, 


TO  TVS  SUITOR  OV  THS  PUOTIWCIAl  MSUICA.L  AW* 

auauiCAz.  xotrawxt. 
Bta, 
As  the  eiele|w^ofMliiissi  has  atwaye  usnrled  aha 

mb  nariunowmg 


aamas>ei$J*  Jftnstsmfcf  MfrftaiJ  anal  jflnrji  if  rcmnsf 
Yosuw  obediently, 

JOHN  C.  SMART,  M.D„ 
Licentiate  of  tbwlloyal  College  of  Fkyitotat. 
Scssvorough,  November  12,  1844. 

October  15,  1838;  visited  M.  Hart,  servant  of  all- 
work  in  the  family  of  a  farmer.  She  poaaeasea  a  strong, 
robust  constitution ;  bad  a  diarrhoea  which  commenced . 
eirw.efcja  ago,  ted  ceased  on  exposure  to  cold.  .  She 
»ow  presents  the  following  symptoms :— countenance 
wilcT  and  flushed  ;  slightly  incoherent ;  violent'  spas- 
ssodic  action  of  the  muscles  of  the  lower  Jaw  coating 
on  in  paroxysms  j  constant  thirst  and  dryness  of  the 
throat ;  pain  in  the  abdomen,  diffused,  continued,  and 
increased  by  pressure ;  skin  hot  and  dry;  pulse  115, 
}ard  and  full;  tongue  loaded  with  a  brownish-white 
fur.  The  treatment  adopted  was  actirely  antiphlo- 
gistic, followed  by  salines.  She  recovered  in  a  fort- 
eight. 

On  the  22nd  of  September,  1839, 1  was  requested  to 
Visit  Anne  Hunter,  aged  19,  servant  in  the  same  house, 
a  tail,  strong  made  young  woman.  About  a  fortnight 
ago,  during  the  regular  menstrual  period,  she  drank 
copiously  of  cold  water ;  the  discharge  was  suspended, 
but  no  difference  in  the  state  of  her  health  was  percep- 
tible until  the  present  evening,  when  reading  the 
bible  ay  the  aide  of  her  mistreat,  she  suddenly  era- 
plained  of  a  pain  in  the  little  finger  of  her  left  hand,  which 
rapidly  extended,  she  glided  from  her  chair  and  lay  on 
the  fioor  insensible ;  violent  convulsive  action  of  the 
▼suaatary  musdjes  ensued,  which  continued  with  only 
momentary  intermissions  until  I  saw  her.  She  pre- 
sented the  same  flushed  countenance,  hot,  dry  skin, 
full  and  rapid  pulse;  abdominal  pain,  etc.,  observed  In 
Hart's  east-  Active  antiphlogistic  treatment  was 
resorted  to,  which  relieved  the  more  urgent  symptoms ; 
the  muscular  action  became  less  intense,  and  together 
with  the  palU  entirely  ceased  in  three  or  four  days,  and 
was  succeeded  by.  mild  febrile  action,  which  subsided 
in  ten  days,  and  she  soon  regained  her  strength. 

In  the  autumn  of  1840, 1  attended,  at  the  same  house, 
two  servant  maids;  one  aged  21,  the  other  15,  pre- 
snsrfng  the  same  symptoms,  but  somewhat  milder ;  and 
yielding  to  similsr  treatment. 

f 'was  told  that  two  othef  servant  maids  had  been 
attached  in  like  manner,  the  year  previous  to  ay  being 
called  in  to  Hart :  one  of  whom  died. 

The  foregoing  cases  viewed  separately  would  excite 
but  little  attention ;  yet,  reeurring  as  they  did,  year  after 
year,  at  a  season  when  vegetable  decomposition  is  most 
rife,  it  became  necessary  to  investigate  the  cause,  and 
take  some  precaution  against  it.  A  few  yards  from 
tjtffcftcnen  door  was  a  pool,  fed  by  water  that  perco- 
lated through  the  manure  of  the  fold-yard :  this  the 
farmer  told  me  had  existed  during  two  or  three  gene- 
rations, and  nothing  bad  ever  been  laid  to  its  charge ; 
however,  I  advised  him  to  drain  it  off,  with  which  he 
complied;  ana  up  to  this  Jime  (November,  1844)  no 
more  esses  have  occurred. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  spasmodic  action  was 
cosdbsed  to  those  muscles  moving  the  inferior  snevilU^ 
nssft  thnvssueeles  at  xho  nharvnx.  in  Hactfa  oaee*  In 
the  others,  although  there  was  well  marked  and  pain«- 
M  lasietrirtion  of  the  pharynx,  the  whole  system  of 


prevent  mischief  arising  from  the  extraordinary  exer- 
tion made  by  the  patients' i^wttcn- was  ccwsiaersaaf 
eiiehjnml  ew<sjjaaeae  eajatraoJmn  e^MenaV  bajfcjci 
entwly. subdued  nujtt  Jbe  aecxc^iuj,were  fcefyiKft- 
moted  by  the  potaasio-tartrate  of  antimony,  combined 
with  chloride  of  mercury. 

Since  it  may  seem  e*rtra*c4ie*sy  that  the  servant 
maids  alone  should  be  attacked,  whilst,  the  remainder 
of  the  family  enjoyed  immunity  from  a  disorder,  which 
there  is  reason  to  suspect  arose  from  miasm,  create! 
bj..*fc*  dacomjiosition  of  rentable  or  animal  matter  in 
the  above  mentioned  pool ;  I  may  add  that  the  mistress 
of  the  house,  mother  of  a  large  family,  was  always 
distinguished  for  her  activity  up  So  the  year  1837, 
when  her  previously  good  health  and  cheerful  dis- 
position gave  place  to  anxiety,  inaptitude  for  say 
mental  or  bodily  exertion  aud,  disorder  of  the  digestive 
organs,  for  which  medicine  only  afforded  temporary 
relief.  The  ordinary  period  of  gestation  was  curtailed 
by  miscarriages,  three  of  which  occurred  betweWitt? 
sod  1840,  and  wei<stteude4  with  suswJushhidssVsify 
and  danger.  Jn  1841,  the  year  after  the  pond  had 
been  filled  np,  she  recovered  her  former  vigour, 
again  became  pregnant,  and  was  delivered  of  a  fine 
child  at  thcfuU  period,  and  has  enjoyed  eno««s*eUh 
ever  since. 

A  retrospect  of  several  years  extensive  practice,  in 
an  agricultural  district,  brings  to  my  recollection  many 
instances,  where-whole  families  have  been  prostrated 
by  a  fever,  that  I  strongly  suspect  was  engendered  by 
allowing  the  refuse  of  cattle-folds  to  decompose  in 
heaps,  collected  close  by  the  o>rolllns^honse,  andsata* 
rated  with  a  fluid  that  ought  to  have  been  drained  off 
and  collected  in  a  tank,  thus  forming  a  most  valuable 
manure  to  enrich  the  soil,  instead  of  being  the  mesas 
of  introducing  sickness  into  the  household  of  the 
iarmer,  and  often  severing  his  nearest  ties. 


PROVINCIAL 

JWrtltal  &  ^urgiral  journal* 

WEDNB8DAY,  DECEMBER*,  1844. 


Among  the  many  responsible  duties  which  mast 
early  devolve  upon  the  GowcsA  of  Health,  should 
that  portion  of  the  Medical  Bill  winch  eatabhibes 
such  a  body  pose  into  n  law,  is  a  review  of  the 
legal  provisions  relating  to  the  condition  oMhe 
insane.  The  number  of  this  meet  afflicted  cbst  of 
our  fellow-creatures,  existing  in  England  alone, 
has  been  estimated  at  twenty-one  thousand;  hat 
as  this  does  not  include  either  private  or  union 
cases,  there  is  reason  to  fear  that  the  estimate  falls 
very  far  short  of  the  truth.  How-  fonfjorttrat,  then, 
does  it  become  that  the  arrangements  for  the  care 
and  protection  of  no  largo -end  eo  be4s*emui»rtistt 
of  the  population,  thus  rendered  fecnpujile  of  pro- 
tecting themserve*,  and  {toed  ait ww  frillw* 


tope*  of  all 
to  those  who  have  l&Vttaidsitrta^  com 

pss>en^*t>em^nTeJ^  (h^o^^ioeofor^.tlwyp.' 
4^  abuseeinust  w^^wb>dwtmi  smeeev  of 
rnataagement*  and  control  ft  majr  bo  deemetfaoMsa- 
ble  to  place  the  insane,  is  but  too  certain ;  for  ail 
toman  law  k  imperfect  In  Hi  essence,  and  tile  very 
peeesrity  for  its  restraints  implies  also  (he  tempta- 
tion and  the  wish  to  evade,  it,.  Such  a  atate,  bow- 
ever,  inseparably  connected  at  it  is  with  our  present 
condition,  only  renders  imperative  a  greater  degree' 
of  drenmapeetiett  en  the  pert  of  those  whose  doty 
it  is  to  devise  the  remedy,  and  of  watchfulness  on 
the  part  .of  those  who  are  to  apply  it. 
.  •  Mvch  has  been  written  on  the  advantages  and 
i  of  public  and  of  private  asylums,  and 
•to  which  they  are  respectively  liable. j 
"vrVare  not  about  to  enter  fully  into  this  subject,, 
nor  to  investigate  the  charges  which  have  been 
brought  against  the  presumed  selfishness  of  the 
proprietors  of  the  one  class  of  establishments,  or  tbe| 
asserted  negligence  of  the  sunerintendants  of  t)u; 
etftet.  There  are  many  honourable  exceptions  in  ^ 
both  cases,  and  as  the  legal  provisions  for  ensuring* 
the  necessary  attention  to  the  welfare  of  the  inmate* 
of  these  establishments  are  confessedly  imperfect, 
and,  perhaps,  must  of  necessity  long  remain  so, 
it  will  he  well  to  derive  a  lesson  from  the  excep- 
tions, and  to  seek  some  safeguard  from  evils  which 
the  law  does  not,  and  it  may  be  cannot,  altogether 
prevent,  in  the  personal  character  and  responsibility 
of  those  to  whom  this  most  important  and  respon- 
sible of  all  trusts  shall  be  committed. 


When  the  wisdom,  and  humanity,  and  general 

<  teesid  princtpfee  of  those  in  power  can  be  trusted, 
no  government  for  persons  not  in  a  condition  to 
protect  themselves,  can  equal  the  paternal  exercise 
of  an  authority,  guided  rather  by  general  benevo- 

.  lance  than  compelled  by  the  restraints  of  law. 

.  While,  therefore,  we  would  not  have  any  security, 
which  these  last  can  give,  neglected  in  the  code  of 

•  arrangements  for  the  regulation  of  all  establish* 
meats,  whether  public  or  private,  intended  for  the 
reception  of  the  insane,  it  should  seem  to  be  a  prin- 
cipal object  to  provide  ate  for  the  innuenoa  of 
higher  motives  in  the  administration  of  these 
ajTangemeatts.  This  object  can  onjy  be  attained 
by  doe  regard  being  had  to  the  personal  character 
and  e/ialincatk«of  thesupej-iuteayianUi  and  were 


point  out  este&ashments,  both  "private  ejus? ' 
in  which  the  pergonal  qualftie*  of  the  nronrmtots 
and  superintendents  have  supplied  all  the  danssem* 
dee  of  existing  Ions]  nsovisiona.  and  rendeied  them 
models  upon  which  similar  institutions  of  either 
class  may  be  most  beneficially  constructed.  Souse 
of  the  public  asylums  will  .readily  and  at  once  ene> 
gest  themselves  5  and  we  can  assure  our  Tssdart  thai 
there  are  also  private  houses,  conducted,  not  by  un* 
pcsneiplesV  but  by  gentlemanly  and  highjuindad 
persona,  who  will  not  stow  to  commit  the  aotaaf 
which  they  have  heen,  tjfo^discrimuuitely  acoueed* 
We  main  end  and  object  tot*  attempted  by-le- 
gislative measures,  is  the  attainment  of  humane  and 
effective  superintendence  in  every  instanee.  The 
licence,  then,  for  conducting  such  cstabtiahmants 
should  be,  granted  to  professional  men  only,  for 
none  osbem  ean  be  duly  qualiied,  ami  tn.namstaat 
those  who  can  bring  unexceptionable  testfasonjale, 
jsot  only  from  members  of  their,  own  profession,  hot 
aim  fence other pessous el  veec^ttabinty,  who  have 
had  some  years  experience  of  the  private  character 
forhumanity  and  general  good  cenduct,  as  well  as 
of  professional  ability.  In  daunting  eoMmbcrtfUnt 
asthecareof  an  irresponsible  fellow-creature,  to 
the  sols  charge  of  the  proprietor  *r  superintendent 
of  a  lunatic  asylum,  some  provision  el  thai  hand 
becomes  absolutely .  necessary.  But  what  is  the 
practice  at  the  present  time?  A*timkaman  baa 
made  a  considerable  fortune,  and  be  wishes 'a 
larger  amount,  of  interest  for  his  capital  than  the 
public  funds  or  the  usual  modes  eXmvtatmont  will 
return.  He  becomes  the  purchaser  of  a  hftflatic 
eaylunvplaces  some  uneritrated  man,  poMeseed  of 

MntHMnt  KBMlimC  OK  wmnL  MM  ■OHSBBBk  Hi  M    ■Mm 

it,  and  appoints  him  a  small  salary,  leaving  him  to 
improve  it,  as  he  best  may,  out  of  the  altowances  for 
the  domestic  part  of  the  eetabbshmeut*  Again*  u 
metropolitan  physician  is  frequently  consulted  in 
mental  diseases}  he  does  nut  see  why  the  autajaat 
wbidi  be  has  in- the  patient  should  be  confined  40 
the  consultation  fee  5  he  therefore  sets  up  a  lunatic 
eeyluia,  puts  some  widow  or  matron  m  champ, 
and  himself  lives  at  the  west-end  of  the  town;  out  of 
reach  of  the  annoyance  and  trouble  of  the  asylum, 
contenting  himself  with  occasional  visits,  as  few  end 
as  far  between  as  use  pressure 
may  render  expedientoigitized  b) 
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by  Google; 
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review's. 


U*etafetMWrdfft«/iiQ*W  and  deacrfpSon  of 
t*  petientt  receded  Into  private  estabhthmeDta. 
Without  tome  epeeUfe  provision  of  this  kind  there 
ft*  tl*  otetttiiMfKptatiov  "fewer  a  caaeosferu, 
tend  thrsv)m  Wat  tumWaut  room  fce  iUroeeprlon,  * 
fJPoWd  the)  poweutt.  xnft  ft  tottietnnes  done  to  COtt* 
eMeWble  mcbnventence.  We  bare  beard  of  an 
Instance,  where  an  unfortunate  gentleman,  though 
paying  at  much  a*  three  hundred  pounds  po*  anntan, 
Wei  renoted  out  of  a  conifortaUe  apavtatena  In  to' a 
frieze*  foeej,ds*^ 

#jo  uttnut  Mineon*  'One  chmwretnion:'  of  cues  it  00 
Jtarto  bo  attended  to,  for  if  a  patient  who  baa  been 
eocoatomed  to  the  luxuries  and  refinements  of 
eoeioty.ie  thrown  into  oontant  with  those  hotonging 
to  #Jtt  fatmer  or  to  an  inferior  eieas,  he  is 
necessarily  ezposed  to  many  annoyaneea,  and  fceis 
enmeeJf  bVgratfed  and  dup  nested,  to  the  manifeat 
aggravation  of  bit  malady.  The  pauper  lunatic  it 
felly  aa  entitled  to  every  benevolent  attention  and 
teteaathelunatMbekaigittg  to  the  higher  rank*,  hut 
sof  eoeafcrtor  lusntry  to 


*c  .»;-i^*-CO 


JPreefW,.  gy  Qsonga  JgpwwnftfluJX,  ffr  tnfrl 
Lecturer*  the  Midd^e^jaa^^WH^^^ 
and  to  the  Phanuaeaatieal  SoaJatyjsI  fiaaaLBBtda. 
with  nume^at  Wo^-ftac^f^,  ***%*W*» 
Fscsp  8vo.,  eo.  56G.      .  ,.    , 

This  it  .oac.of  that  adtaitahlt  series  of  1 
pohliahad  by  Mr^urcaitVJor  the  aae  of  1 
others,  who  may.  with 'la  gala  an  x 
ledge  of  the  various  enbjeets  u#  whinhtjseyissiefr 
evafrtaant.  ft  iaatinaadaath<taaiuatfK«aa^ia» 
trated  on, the  sssne  jlsa»,s*  flttiaselsnnt  lttttri  t( 
Natural  Pbjjoaophy  by  Dr.  Wong  *ird,,  wan*  at 
had  occasion  toeotioe  tome  timaeuMt.  Wcdosst 
pretend  to  have  1^  the  treatise  before  us  1  uVtsnem* 
tcopfc.  type,  close  printing,  and  a- due  regard*  tat 
sswajfsatfon  of  optical  oransn,  ihntaj  saasswhsl  law 
amcjaVlbffhid  aa  tht>  i 


fc*u  ttnwnrr  cotnaderatfion  shooM  be 
«watcM  to  ban,  In  the  new  and  unhappy  circum- 

in  which  he  it  placed  by  hit  malady, 
therefore  in  which  patients  of  this 
deveripftioa  are  to  be  received*  should  be  provided 
with  anarttneajts  onrretpondingrinoome  degree  at 
ieast,  to  their  ptwpna  habits,  and  should  poaasas 
alto  those  other  acaoinatodations  to  which  their 
ihaawbeewenonatoeaecL 

!  tod  other  points  to  which  we  cannot  now 
refer,  will,  we  trust,  soon  receive  that  attention 
asjiabuheanienM^ 

time  we  would  advise  our  professional  brethren, 
themaebret  to  consult  the  weUare,  inthisretpeet, 
of  those  petawft  who  ntsy  eome  under  their  care, 
by  recommending,  when  it  becomes  necessary  to 
newdtfaeaa  ta  an  asylum,  onjy  those  eatablishmeots 
fender*  vt)  care  of'  a  medical  proprietor,  or  in  wmuu 
there  it  a  resident  medical  superintendant  of  high 
idawoiitiii  sndteepeetabitity,  both  prereationni  and 
taorai 


felfr  looked  Jbe  work  throat*,  nasi  ashen  the  t 
taaityofaaesnltiag  those  portions  ef  ft,  in  wsfch  an 
rapid  advance  of  chemical  sdenoa  leaders  every  set 
treatise  a  new  authority ;  and  it  is  no  am  1haa  Justin 
to  say  that  the  chemical  student  will  find  the  Maud 
of  Dr.  fewest  written  up.  to  the  psaasat  sttttjtf  ear 
knowledge,  as  weUas  aa  eriwllsntgajaa  ftathe  saaahV 
tion  oftha'faett  and  sjaaeralsfmetplttof  thetsaacs. 
There  are  many  useful  bints  on  the  constructioa  at 
apparatus  for  different  aurposes,  and  ssrerslof  tat 
ulastratioDt  will  be  found  of  great  aernce,  as  pointing 
out  the  methods  of  employing  glass  tubes,  sad  other 
mhstftutss,for  the  costly  contriraoces  at  one  thae  eoa- 
sieerad  iadisfieasibfe.  In  theteectioBs  which,  taut 
of  the  chemistry  of  metals,  and  of  organic  chemisJrj, 
the  literal  formula;,  expressive  of  the  nature  and  con* 
position  of  the  substances  described,  to  the  number  of 
which  modern  chemistry  has  so  greatly  added,  tie 
given  throughout,  thus  rendering  the  work  rtloaWefor 
rsference,  as  well  ss  a  manual  of  elementary  iastrac- 
tion.  Some  modern  treatise,  embracing  t^.than 
details,  is  necessary  for  every  medical  practitioner,  ltd 
we  cordially  recommend  the  one  before  us,  at  vtfl 
calculated  to  furnish  the  requisite  information  ia  s 
cheap  and  convenient  form.  Hie  smallness  of  the 
type  is  unquestionably  an  objection  $  but  then,  en  Its 
other  hand,  the  volume  contains  what,  In  forme  uums, 
would  have  occupied  three  or  four  goodly  octavos,  ssd 
would  not  have  been  procurable  at  five  or  six  times  tat 
cost 


0t*/# 


The 
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ef  these  Reports  is  a  grant 
of  its  predecessors,  tad  a 
Indeed  ireieely  what  a  coDectkm  ef  hospital  tesor» 
ought  to  he.  Wa  would  ftrst  bristly  o^^»**" 
tfon  ef  those  engaged  la  1 


of  Ceaeeof  ^urieao<  the  AM^MLi"^^ 
Abstract  of  the  Two  Half-yearly   Raff"* ,  of 
Cttnkal  Society,  for  184V  by  Dr.  Birkett. 

Back  of  these  reports  b  of  great  interest  Bet 
Bsrtow*  oooqufaota  series  of< 
vrith  an  analyst)  of  their 
tion  of  certain  of  these  symptoms,  deduced  from  •> 
consideration  of  the  actual  feat  of  the  obfgnutipn, 
and  at  a  conaeqnence  the  diagnosis,  from  the  f  ret  onus 
or  absence  of  the  symptoms  referred  to,  of  the  pro> 
eebfcseaf  of  the  obstruction  in  any  mdtvtduaf  ees* 
Mr;  Bfrreteift  tnefltsat  reports  comprise  rt^catUh 
of  feve*  wHh  bros«hia4  eomplkation,  and  todly,  cases 
ctf  £pr«.w^  aWo^nii^  cocpUcaUoa,  The  observe* 
tionawith  which  each,  leries  is  illustrated*  are  highly 
practical,  and  the  comparison  of  the  symptoms  and  of 
the  effects  of  treatment  leads  to  many  important  con- 
sideration*. '  ttr.'  ttrnattfs  abstract  ft  enridhed  wM 
numerous  tablet  of  great  interest  to  On"  student  of 


the 


to  Mr.  Taylor's icomrfrs  on  the  chemkal process*  fier 

gfe  detection  of  morphia  and  meconic  ade\    The  fro- 

ernes*  ocenrrenen  of  casm  dirooghont  the  country, 

eWbr  to  the  one  wbfck  gins  occasion  to  these  re-' 

mifCT,  renders  tnem  of  general  Interest  Affimportance, 

and  though  with  the  extensive  abuse  of  opium  in  the 

shape  of  Godfrey's  cordial,  soothing  syrup,  and  other 

fmperelifme  of  Mfce  character,  eepedalfcr  amongst  the 

cihilrissn  of  the  peo<venchiaetanect>ntttitbecontinnally 

oecwrringv  ensr.  auMwewadw  and  prodac  are  onr  means 

^detecting  the  eslstes^  of  ^poison,  thegreafcer 

will  be  the  moral  effect  pMAJcCd  whenever  they 

become  the  subject  of  judicial  inquiry.    The  object  of' 

the  latter  part  of  Mr.  Taylor's  paper  is  to  show---"  1st, 

the  degree  of  solubility  of  opium  in  water;  Sndly,  the 

dmVuitSei  connected  with  the  anarytb  of  morphia 

and  meeouie  add,  and  the  meet  striking  chemical  pro* 

nasties  of  those  bodise;  drdly,  the  relatire  power  or 

djymtyof  the  tents  for  morphia,  with  the  susmfest 

imnmiryof  that«alkamidanacaptibte  of  detection ;  dthty, 

the  degree  of solubility  of  meeonfc  add  in  water}  StMy,       The  reports  altogether  are  such  aajmjg  * 

thelimitof  the  power  of  a  salt  of  lead  to  precipitate    hospital  could  afford,  but  at  the.  sun*  timejve  must 

and  aepmnte  eaeoonic  acid  in  opiate  miitures;  and    observe  such  as  every  Wren  hospital  ought  to  rorniehV 

fehly,theamallest  quantity  of  meconic  add  susceptible  i  ft  b  much  to  (he  credit  of  the  school  at  Guy's  Host 

of  detection,  either  free  or  combined  who  fluoride  -pttal  to  nave  produced  sUch  s  series,  aid  while  we 

nf  lend;  and  by  InfuKiuic  the  smallest  quantity  of  i  oordlafly  recommend    this    publication  to  genera) 

efham/'   The  value  and  importance  of  Mr.-frylmV  #otke  and.  esmncj&mejQiiMinil 

paper  to  the  medical  Jurist  will  be  sufficiently  evident  §.the  hope  thai  the.  exainnle  uaftmat.bc 

from  the  preceding  summary. 

Thenext  paper  «  On  the  action  of  Digitalis  and  its 
uses  in  diseases  of  the  Heart,"  by  Dr.  Monk,  is  an 
attempt  to'  define  the  properties  of  the  various  prepa- 
rations of  this  remedy  and  their  application  to  fulfil 
different  indications.  The  author  8a  of  opinion  that 
the  tincture  is  the  form  in  which  digitalis  acta  with  the 
greatest  certainty  and  effect  as  a  sedative  on  the  heart, 
while,  as  regards  the  diuretic  influence  of  the  drug,  he 
has  derived  the  most  advantage  from  toe  infusion.  The 
powder  he  considers  to  be  the  least  certain  and  most 
unmanageable  of  the  preparations  of  digitalis;  of  the 
extract  recently  introduced  into  the  Pharmacopoeia,  he 
has  had  no  experience.  Many  judicious  remarks  will 
be  found  in  this  paper,  on  the  precautions  necessary  to 
be  observed  in  prescribing  digitalis,  under  different 
states  of  the  constitution,  and  in  different  forms  of 
combination,  whether  as  a  sedative  and  antispasmodic 
or  as  a  diuretic,  and  the  physician  will  derive  some 
useful  hints  from  a  perusal  of  this  short  but  practical 
communication. 

The  greatfeature,  however,  of  the  present  number,  <are  of  Dr.  PavelL    On  withdrawing  the  canula, there 
and  that  which  stamps  im  value  as  an  hoapital  report,    was  considerable  hemorrhage,  which  soon  ceased  9f 


which  are  connected  with  the  Provincial  Schools. 


is  the  aeries  of  classified  eftmcal  reports  with  which 

itcondudea.  Tarn  aeries  coesnsto^ 

nical  Reports,  with  Observations,"  by  Dr-Bnriow,and 


$*>  "Jfedical  poparts  ftoso,  the  tyoks  of  Die  CHuicnl 
Wards  with  tenejfcs,"  hy.lff.  frustaa;  3rd,  MAenort 


SHEFFIELD  MEDICAL  SOCIfiTY. 
Fourth  Meetong,  November  \v%  ll84fi 

(The  President  in  the  Chair.)    ' 

HYDROCKLK. 

The  President  exhibited  the  kit  teatjsaf  **4*sjt 
with  hydronel*  who  had  bean  adinitttd  iiitn  the  Jgdfc** 
mary  a  few  weeks  back.  Hisagewasdl.  The  hydro- 
cele had  been  tapped  before  admission.  Some  tfase 
eliaied  after  admienoii  Imeorntbe  usswatamweaaen> 
formed,  on  account  of  the  very  dilated  sJatn.rof  fifcn 
venous  system  in  almost  every  part  of  the  body,  and 
especially  on  the  scrotum.  The  appearance  of  the 
patient  indicated  heart  disease,  but  he  made  no  coas- 
pjaint  of  anything  more  than  the  hydrocele,  and  ia 
compliance  with  his  wish  this  was  tapped,  and  about 
ten  ounces  of  fluid  evacuated.  The  me  wee  Injected 
with  iodine,  and  after  *  few  days,  being  in  a  very  eotyl 
state,  although  diminishing  in  bulk,  as  his  heart  symp- 
toms increased  very  much,  he  was  transferred  to  the 


the  application  of  cold  lotion.  After  death  the  testis 
was  removed,  and  a  small  quantity  of  fluid,  semi- 
sanguineous,  was  found  in  the  sac,  the  parietes  of 
which  were  covered  with  a  gelatinous  covering,  pre- 


V".Afipendix  to  Dr-  Barlow's  Paper,"  by  Dr.  Lever  j    WBtjng  the  result  of  inflammation.    The  sac  wag 


much  thickened ;  testis  healthy.    There  were  several 
large  veins  traversing  the  exmmal  coat  of  the  sac. 


MM 


SHEFFIELD  MEDICAL  SOCIETY- 


**am ■^■L  m*th*iAiiJmm£ 


YAVTVLAU  OISXASX  OF  THB  KSAET. 

Dr.  Favett  Am*  exhibited  the  heart,  a  portion  of 
r  eexte*  ess*  a  pcseJon  of  the  liver,  taken 
.Ilia  heart  wee  larger  than 
but*  the.  ttucjmoss  a/  the  parietes  iraa  oat 
Hie  right  anrknlo-ventiicular  opening  waa 
ao  much  dilated  that  there  seemed  to  be  no  division 
between  the  two  cavities.  The  valve  was  healthy,  bat 
would  not  smeary  dose  the  opeaiaf  .  The  mitral  opening 
waa  of  normal  erne,  but  a  ring  of  bony  matter  existed 
ntfbemiUoa  of  ts*  valve.  The  aortio  vulvas  wave 
eitjbtly  raaeswasd.  The  psrieesmam  waa  tbraujhout 
closely  adherent  to  the  heart,  and  the  whole  of  in 
anterior  surface  waa  ossified. 

Dr.  FaveU  stseed  that  at  the  time  when  he  drat  saw, 
the  patient,  the  oonntenaneewaa  of  a  purple  colour; 
the  pate  extremely  email  and  ftetjoens,  about  200 
4n«tno  minwte  tend  the  btes^iaa;  very  laboured.  The 
i  orar  the  region  of  the  heart  waa  more  eaten- 
The  rythm  of  the  heart  waa  very 
strong  blowing  was  beard  syncfare- 
noos  with  the  systole,  snd  most  dmtinctly  a  little 
above  the  easdmrm  eartUage.    There  was  considerable 


Themis  hsrl  suwerod  from  two  attaehaof  rhenmatk 
,  bus  hadnsrer  ooaaplamed  of  palpitation,  nor  any 
i  directly  referable  to  Die  diseased  one* 
tfuonu*  the  heart  He  bad  coionjsjneji of  cough  «»4 
alight  dyspnoea  far about  six  months  before  he  came 
inio  the  hospital.    The  longs  were  healthy. 

9b*  aorta  showed  the  iaejnkntimge  of  atheromatous 
deaeestutsje  Mvajr  sjue  lasne,  and  to^en  ween  asoch 
anstisjalj  l^.  white  tissue  o/  the  Iran*  also  waa  hypo- 
trophie4  unaVOm  whole  mam  Eraser  than  natural 
There  wm  soma  eJtasien:  into  the 


swwnau  excuses  of  warn  moat  urn  ooxov, 
Mr.  Chasms*  eabibited  a  portion  of  ilenm 
managed  22,  a  astaaflghtar.    He  came  under 
►  acasbe^aist^siiflismsgirem severe  he  waa 
I  euttdon  thedOth,  sad  went  home.  On  Nor. 
ho  setunie*,  hating  a  cold,  which  on  the  6th, 

Head  symptoms  supervened,  and  on 
dm*. '  Hasina;  been   fisjhting  a  abort 
tarns  first  admlmisn  into  tee  Union 
an  hiexsnw  waa  heJs\  but  on  inspecdo 
Injury  could  be  detected.    Tb^HemU  nod  colon 
fsnxot  sansHirabry  utorused,  and  there  waa 
ales*  c/eoaso  of  to  glands.    He  never  had  any 
temw  of  abdominal 


Sod, 


.      CRANIAL  TUMOtJK. 

Mr.  Chesman  exhibited  the  head  of  a  child,  aged 
times  years  and  a  half,  of  the  following  dimensions: — 

From  the  nsso-frootal  ratnre  to  the  posterior 
margin  of  the  foramen  magnum,  twenty  inches ;  from 
one  meatus  auditories  over  the  head  to  the  other, 
seventeen  inches  and  a  quarter  j  circumference  of  the 
bead,  twenty-three  inches  and  a  half. 

Over  the  left  frontal  protuberance  was  a  tumour  of 
the  erne  of  a  large  orange,  membranous,  but  having  in 
its  centre  a  small  portion  of  thin  bone.  This  mem- 
brane arose  from  a  projecting  portion  of  bone,  almost 
Circular,  whose  diameter  was  three  inches  and  a  balfc 
and  contained  about  half  a  pound  of  serum;  when  this 
waa  evacuated,  it  appeared  an  {f  tnere,  was  a  shell  of  ' 
'bone  below,  which  was  not  complete,  as  the  fluid  run 
from  this  cell  into  she  cavity  ef  the  ska*.   The  roof 


df  the  orbit  was  nearly  convex^  ttn  pueefnrSei  tfi 
right  side  or*  the  anterior  rontanelle,  about  five  patsef 
serum  were  drawn  oft*.  The  body  was  of  a  rfcketty 
appearance,  and  much  emaciated,  and  there  was  spim 
bifida  of  the  size  of  a  hen's  egg  in  the  lumbar  resjoa. 
The  child  bad  possessed  all  its  faculties  until  a  day  or 
two  previous  to  its  death,  but  generally  lay  on  a  iota' 
with  its  head  raised.  Until  five  months  of  age  the 
head  had  been  normal,  but  then  increased.  The  right 
hemisphere  of  the  brain  waa  low  down  on  the  haw  of 
the  shell,  but  the  fceft  ippawsa  to  be  attached  to  nu 
left  aide  of  the  skull,  eUtmujh  collapse*.  No  exeat- 
nation  of  the  brain  was  instituted ;  the  skull  wss  pre- 
sented to  the  museum  of  the  infirmary,  as  aim  wss  the 
specimen  of  ulceration  of  the  ileum  before  mentioned. 

SPINA   MFTDA.        \f 

Mr.  Porter  then  detailed  a  case  of  spina  binds,  atd 
showed  the  preparation,  which  be  had  presented  to  the* 
museum  of  the  Infirmary.  The  ddld  was  six  months 
old.  A  short  time  after  the  birth,  be  was  reonestei 
to  look  at  a  swelling  on  the  back  and  found  a  snail 
tumour  on  the  sacrum,  at  its  upper  part,  which  am  of 
a  purple  colour,  thin  and  flacid,  the  base  about  tat 
size  of  a  crown-piece.  On  examination  the  spinous 
process  of  the  last  lumbar  vertebra  waa  absent  A  con- 
press  was  applied.  At  five  months  old  the  tumour 
was  found  to  have  gradually  increased  and  to  be  ss 
large  as  a  cricket  ball,  the  parietes  thin  snd  trans- 
parent, except  at  the  base,  where  the  integument  est 
healthy.  '  The  child  had  perfect  use  of  bis  limbs,  sad 
.wss  in  good  health,  but  rather  thinner,  and  the  excre- 
tion* were  natural.  A  very  fine  trocbar  was  introduced, 
and  six  ounces  of  colourless  fluid  evacuated  very 
slowly ;  compression  wss  made  at  the  same  time,  *ad 
the  child  did  not  appear  to  suffer.  In  six  days  the 
tumour  had  filled  to  nearly  the  same  sine,  lis  sac, 
before  like  a  bladder,  appeared  to  be  thicker,  but  there' 
was  no  paralysis  nor  convulsion,  foe  sac  was  eguft 
punctured  and  six  ounces  of  fluid  of  the  same  chattctsr 
evacuated.  Ten  days  after,  the  child  was  much  weaker, 
feverish  and  irritable  ;  fluid  bad  again  collected,  bet 
not  to  such  an  extent,  the  tumour  being  about  do 
sine  of  a  soisll  orange,  and  the  parietes  tMckened ; 
but  on  the  twelfth  day  the  skin  became  very  red  <"* 
the  swelling,  and  there  was  slight  excoriation  Cede 
surface.  On  the  23rd  day  the  child  was  sofacs*  wttfTt 
convulsion  which  lasted  some  time  j  the  tumour  am 
red,  and  there  was  ulceration  as  large  aa  a  crown-esses* 
Convulsions  recurred  two  or  three  times  every  day 
during  the  next  eight  days,  when  a  small  black  spot  in 
the  centre  of  the  ulcer  gave  way,  and  several  ounce! 
of  clear  fluid  escaped  ;  the  patient  died  on  the  nutf, 
the  32nd  day  after  the  second  operation. 

On  examination  two  days  after  death,  the  perietal 
of  the  tumour  were  found  relaxed  and  of  a  purple  has, 
except  in  the  centre,  where  a  dark  slough  was  sees. 
On  layins;  open  the  sac,  the  chord  was  seen  oscssbf 
from  the  canal,  below  the  fourth  lumbar  vertebra.  Tie 
spinous  processes  of  the  lest  lumber  vertebra,  east  tsu 
sacrum  were  wanting,  leaving  a  furrow  only.  OS 
sjuerging  from  the.  cana)  the  chord  iutvisW.iatu 
fasciculi,  some  J^^of .  Uirppsjit  th'e" 
foramina,  to  form  the  plextfs^.anJ  ot 
the  sac  and  were  firmly  conner'  **  ~ 
wall,  where  they  appeal  t5 ' 

efft 


nrannom  or  ant  jamb  cuubam  •§  bill. 


in  the  eac  or  MBlna«  <tf  ttedvri.  in*  sctatk 
asm  was  of  its  usual  ahe.~ 

•Jr.  Porter  then  gave  %e"  ja^a^ace'  o¥ 'twenty-one 
published  cases,  from  wtich  U  appeared  a  large  pro- 
portion occurred  in  the sacral  region/ and  then  die 
lumbar,  and  from  the  results  of  ttese  cases  ne  drew  the 
conclusions,  that  spina  bifida  is  not  necessarily  fatal, 
that  it  doea  not  appear  that  the  results  of  surgical 
interference  are  very  encouraging,  and  that  puncture 
is  the  only  operation  which  is  worthy  of  trial. 


OBSERVATIONS  ON  TlfE  CLA*8»  ANB  PRO- 

VTStONSOFSIR  JAM1BS  GRAHAM'S  MEWCAL 

BILL. 

By  C*a*a«8  T.  Ca*u*u,  Esq^Hadky. 

[These  obserrations  were  originally  addressed  to  Dr. 
Charlton,  the  Secretary  of  the  North  of  England 
Medical  Association,  and  published  by  the  Council  of 
that  Association.  They  are  here  reprinted  with  some 
additional  remarks  and  alteration*,] 

In  considering  the  bill  of  Sir  James  Graham,  we 
may  in  the  first  place  rejoice  that  the  subject  of 
Medical  Reform  has  at  length  been  brought  before 
Parliament,  and  under  such  auspices  as  will  secure 
for  it  some  degree  of  attention.  The  provisions  of  the 
bill  are  for  the  most  port  such  as  we  hare  been  led  to 
expect  from  the  reports  which  have  at  different  times 
got  abroad  respecting  it.  In  some  points,  it  would, 
if  enacted,  constitute  an  improvement  on  the  present 
state  of  things  :  in  others  it  would  place  us  in  a  worse 
condition  than  we  occupy  at  the  present  time. 

lue  establishment  of  a  Council  of  Health,  dec,  is 
a  most  important  step.  Such  a  body  might  be 
rendered  highly  advantageous  in  many  ways,  and 
would  tend  to  obviate  many  of  the  incongruities  of 
which  we  have  now  to  complain  in  medical  education 
and  government.  The  control  of  the  Universities  and 
Colleges  by  a  general  council  would  be  most  useful. 
Ifes  Tim*  objects  to  this  feature  of  the  bill,  but  I 
think  without  reason  ;  what  institutions  are  more  in 
need  of  supervision  ?  Is  it  proper  that  in  the  same 
profession,  so  many  establishments  should  have  uncon- 
trolled power  to  make  each  its  own  regulations,  irres- 
pective ojf  the  re*fc  particularly  when  as  in  some  casts 
the  same  body  of  men,  in  addition  to  the  making  of 
such  regulations,  act  in  the  twofold  capacity  of 
teachers  and  examiners  of  their  own  pupils  ?  whose 
fees  depend  on  the  number  of  tuccettfkl  candidates 
for  degrees,  diplomas,  and  licenses,  while  the  institu- 
tions to  which  they  belong  are  enriched  by  the  admis- 
sion of  the  same  ?  One  of  our  greatest  delects  con- 
sists in  the  want  of  uniformity  In  the  conditions  upon 
which  parties  are  admitted  to  practice,  a  defect  which 
has  given  rise  to  a  very  unfair  competition,  to  the 
a4uuseion  of  Improper  parties,  and  to  the  consequently 
inordinate  overstocking  of  the  profession,  lids  evil 
clause  19  of  the  bill  (s  intmd$d  to  obviate,  and  such 
an  arrangement  it  has  ever  been  one  of  the  main 
objects  of  reformers  to  accomplish.  The  14th  clause 
would,  ensure  a  compift*  education  for  general  practi- 
tioners si  present  we  have,  aasrt  Licentiates  of  the 
AnoiJseeeries'  Company  styling  themselves  "surgeons,* 
wide  many*  whose  sole  qualification  consists  in  a 


tionera. .  The  bill  would  furthermore  yield  reciprocity 
of  privilege,  by  abrogating  all  local  restrictions,  and 
enabling  the  qualified  practitioner  'to  exercise  hit 
vocation  aa  such  1n  any  part  of  the  TJuflenHntsgtan. 

A  register  of  qualified  practitiouewis  assb  a  useful 
provision.  'The  age  at  which  purtiea  are  to  be 
admitted  aa  physicians  and  surgeons  In  an 

mt.    It  will  tend  to  secure  for  these  4 
accomplished  and  learned  men.    Some  wffi  continue 
their  studies  until  the  prescribed  age,  others  will  ha 
the  interval  between  21  and  26  occupy  themselves  he  - 
general  practice.    Clause  16  would  oppose  an  i 
barrier  to  foreign   degrees  attainable  by 

The  bill  would  annihilate  the  Apothecarter'  Company 
as  an  examining  and  licensing  body  for  medical  men* 
this  is  another  improvement,  and  In  saying  so  I  asa 
actuated  by  no  feeting  of  disrespect  towards  the  Coin* 
pany.  On  tbe  contrary,  I  am  desirous  to  give  It  credit 
for  hating  done  its  best  to  administer,  with  advantage 
po  the  public  and  the  medical  profession,  a  very 
defective  *  Act  of  Parliament ;  and  in  Ha  hour  of 
trial  I  should  be  most  unwilling  to  deprive  it  of 
the  consolation  it  must  derive,  from  the  aympa* 
thy  of  those  who  formerly  displayed  but  little 
affection  or  respect  towarda  the  "OM  Hags  of 
Rhubarb  Hall.  But  agreeing  in  opinion  wfch  Mr. 
Green  and  others,  that  the  office  of  exanunsng  and 
licensing  the  general  practitioners  of  England  i 
never  have  devolved  on  a  "  city  guild  auw 

mpeny,"  I  feel  but  little  sorrow  in  the  ptuepeot  of 

Pdnty  bennr  tranafmred,  to  the  Cottages  of  PhytnuV 
and  Surgeons.  The  improvements'  in  medkal 
Uttoeatiott  made  by  the  Apoahteer fcrCbntnaiy  have, 
in  my  humble  opinion,  been  sunutwnsft  ovattonnL 
foe  court  of  examiners  have  front  time  to  tin*  In* 
creased  the  number  of  ehuues  and  leeteresyAc.,  to  be 
attended  by  the  student,  but  I  < 
-have  Inensased  to  a  eofrusjponi 
practical  attainments.  The  system  ef' 
nourished  pmri  jmssu  with  the  < 
of  Apothecaries' Hall,  and  the 
uponprnctie  with  his  bead  "cram***!''  with  a  hog*} 
mam  ef  ill-arranged  and  undigested  matter*  tint. 
education  liae  not,  m  fact*  been  of  a  euAejentiy  nree* 
tiealclmraater.  I  will  do  the  Comaumy  nut  justice,  to 
say,  that  the  five  years'  apprantlofship  entailed  upon  it 
by  tbe  Act  of  1816,  has  stood  very  sesanVsufesuumsal 


Clause  25,  for  securing  eflefency  of  < 
amongst  the  good  psa*  Of  thnnell;  ^ 
questions,  furnished  by  the  Council,  might,  with  n  vhnr 
to  uniformity,  constitute  a- part  of  the  examinations  of 
thai 


Clause  30  distinctly  states,  that  umtglstered  pracuV 
tioners  shall  not  recover  at  law  charges  for  advice,  Ac. 
It  does  not  so  clearly  grve  that  power  to  the  registered, 
although  such  may  be  inferred  to  be  the  meaning  of  h. 
Physicians  being  "  registered  persons,"  would,  I  imagine 
be  entitled  under  this  clause,  to  a  legal  chum  for  pay- 
ment of  their  professional  services.  Tne  clause  en%ht 
be  made  more  explicit :  a  dearly  nsemed  right  to 
reunmeration  for  oeufce,  effiwiuunc,  and  oeuruelsnn>p 
would  strengthen  the  hands  of  those  general  prnchV' 
ttohera,  who  are  endeavouring  to  abohah  thesyatom  at 
faking  their  charges  onnandent  on  the  quasrlitj  of 
nw4cintosupj0iedto*c*so  I  ^ 


&66 


HOMOSOPAffitT. 


Clause  31  renders  it  penal  for  any  unregistered  per- 
ton  to  style  himself  a  •' physician/ '  u  surgeon,-  or 
"  licentiate  in  medicine  and  surgery  ;"  (these  are  the 
titles  under  tie 'bill,)  but  if  1  mistake  not,  he  might 
call  himself  a  *  general  medical  practitioner,"  or  even 
a  "  doctor  of  physic,"  with  impunity.  The  clause  is 
good— at  far  om  it  foet. 

The  foregoing  appear  to  me  the  provisions  of  the 
bill,  which,  if  carried  out  in  a  proper  epirit,  would 
reader  it,  so  far  as  they  are  concerned,  a  measure  of 
utility  both  to  the  public  and  the  medical  profession. 
To  sum  up  briefly,  I  would  say,  that  in  establishing  a 
Council  of  Health,  placing  the  whole  profession  under 
the  superintendance  of  one  presiding  body,  controlling 
the  Universities  and  Colleges,  promoting  uniformity  of 
qualifications,  insuring  a  complete  education  for  the 
general  practitioner,  abolishing  local  restrictions  and 
yielding  reciprocity  of  privilege,  providing  a  register 
of  qualified  practitioners,  fixing  a  more  suitable  age 
for  the  admission  oi  physicians  and  surgeons,  prevent- 
ing the  importation  of  degrees  attainable  by  purchase, 
releasing  the  profession  from  its  connection  with  a 
trading  company,  adopting  means  for  securing  efficiency 
of  examination,  giving  to  all  registered  practitioners 
power  to  recover  charges  for  attendance,  dec,  and 
making  it  a  misdemeanour  to  assume  falsely  certain 
titles,  the  Bill  would  constitute  an  improvement  in 
medical  legislation. 

(Tts  he  tmtnued) 


HOMOEOPATHY— MEDICAL  ETHICS. 

TO  THf  EDITOR  Of  TBS  PROVINCIAL  MXDICAL  AtfD 


SOROtCAL  JOUftHAL. 


Sir, 


The  subjoined  letters  will  explain  themselves.  Were 
this  merely  a  private  matter  f  should  not  seek  to 
occupy  your  valuable  pages  with  it.  I  am  induced  to 
believe,  however,  that  it  has  a  more  general  interest  to 
the  *  profession,  as  Indicating  the  proper  course  for  its 
regular  members  to  pursue  In,  What  may  sometimes 
prove,  difficult  circumstances.  If  you  agree  with  me, 
and  deem  It  of  sufficient  importance,  you  will,  by 
giving  insertion  to  it,  oblige, 

Sii*  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  CHAD  WICK,  M.D., 
.    .,  Fhysicien.ta  the  .Leeds.  General  Infirmary,  dec 


(Copy.) 
« 12,  South  Parade,  November  8th,  1844. 
"  Sir,— The  position  which  a  medical  man  holds 
towards  his  professional  brethren  is  of  such  moment 
to  him,  that  he  cannot  but  be  anxious  to  set  in  its  true 
light  every  action  that  is  likely  to  affect  it.  You  will 
therefore  not  be  surprised  that  I  should  be  desirous  of 
stating,  as  Is  done  in  the  following  lines,  the  sentiments 
re^pressed  on  Tuesday  evening  last,  in  the  converse* 
tfon  I  had  the  honour  of  holding  with  you.  I  have 
besides  another  object  in  addressing  you:  it  is  to 
request  that  you,  in  like  manner,  will  relate  in  writing 
the  substance  of  what  you  expressed  on  the  occasion 
referred  to*  I  am  led  to  hope  that  yon  will  not  with** 
i  with  this  request,  from  your  having 
me  tfe*  the  views  to  which  yea  them  gave 


utterance,  had  been  formed'during  nearly  a  week  of 
deliberation ;  they  may  therefore  fairly  he  presumed 
tube  precisely  such  as  you  had  on  reflection  deter- 
mined to  be  right.  I  may  also  he  allowed  m  remise" 
you  that  since  what  passed  between  us  is  likely  to  be 
the  topic  of  conversation  in  many  circles,  it  would  be 
well  tbst  the  mention  of  so  unusual  a  procedure,  u 
your  refusal  to  accept  as  an  acquaintance  one  holding 
the  same  professional  degree  with  yourself,  and  who 
was  introduced  to  you  by  a  mutual  friend,  should  he 
accompanied  by  the  statement  of  the  reasons  which  in 
your  opinion  justified  such  a  step. 

"  I  stated  to  you,  that  believing  ss  I  do  in  the  sups* 
rlority  of  Homoeopathy  in  the  treatment  of  disease  over 
the  prevalent  medical  systems,  my  practice  must  differ 
from  that  of  the  majority  of  the  profession,  and  by  this 
circumstance  we  appear  to  be  mutually  preclude! 
from  meeting  in  consultation.  I  cannot,  however, 
discover  why  this  should  prevent  the  customary  inter- 
change of  professional  courtesies.  Myself  differing  con- 
scientiously from  others,  I  am  willing  to  believe  that 
they  as  conscientiously  differ  from  me,  and  acting  on 
this  belief,  I  am  anxious  to  show  that  I  have  no  wish 
to  allow  these  differences  of  opinion,  to  be  sa  obstruc- 
tion in  the  way  of  courteous  and  friendly  laterceeJss 
with  my  professional  brethren.  And  to  that  intercom** 
I  looked  ae  the  possible  means  of  retnemng,  sooner  er 
later,  those  differences  of  opinion  as  to  the  tjesSmret 
of  disease  which  at  present  divide  us. 
"I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Sir, 

u  Your  obedient  servant, 

"  F.  W.  IKVIfrfi. 

"ToDr.Chadwtck." 

[Copy  of  reply.] 

«  Leeds,  November  11, 1844. 

"  Sir,— I  shall  not  shrink  from  the  position,  however 
unenviable,  into  which  you  seem  anxious  to  draw  me, 
by  making  me  accountable  for  the  disappointment  vet 
naturally  experience  at  your  professional  reception 
here,  but  nt  which  you  should  not  be  at  all  snrprisai 
so  far  as  it  affords  me  en  opportunity  of  setting  myself 
right  upon  the  question  of  social  etiquette,  which  yes 
think  I  have  infringed. 

"  Whatever  might  have  been  your  anxiety  to  form 
the  acquaintance  of  any  professional  gentleman  os 
your  arrival  in  Leeds,  you  should  have  remembered,  ■ 
end  in  some  sort  observed,  the  ordinary  usages  of  so- 
ciety, which  I  am  now  obliged  to  say  you  have,  to  s 
great  extent,  disregarded. 

"You  first  left  your  card  at  my  house, and  you 
should  have  drawn  but  one  conclusion  from  nf  net 
returning  the  call.  You  then,  after  some  time  had 
elspsed,  brought  a  card  of  Dr.  DrysdaVs,  which  was, 
I  find,  intended  ss  sn  introduction  by  that  gentlemen 
of  yourself  to  me.  With  that  gentleman  I  never  had 
more  than  a  slight  college  acquaintance,  and  never 
having  interchanged  with  him  other  than  ordinary 
civilities,  should  certainly  not  have  spoken  of  him  ef 
«a  friend,'  nor  should  I  have  presumed  to  mtrednct 
any  medical  friend  of  mine  who  might  happen  to  risJt 
the  place  of  bis  residence  to  aim,  etft  leaf  nee  homing 
opinions  d*s*e*tculiy efpoaitotohi** 
of  such  rttal  fmpeetanee.  s  ant  qfattevaware  yoti  % 
beismovantof  theesjatt  smtnee  of  ear- 
I  bwtyoui  friend  Pf. 


CMlUHiMfcJt  ttfe#ilN6. 


m 


ft.  ftssiftg  l*****6*  ***  «"**»  ty****,  at  this  point 
I  slfcraM  lure  expected  700  to  rest  until  I  had  given 
tome  evidence  of  a  desire  to  pursue  the  Introduction 
to  let  natural  issue :  this  you  did  not,  but  repeated  the 
call,  I  believe  twice,  and  then  succeeded  id  meeting; 
sne  at  home*  Now  this  la  anode'  of  procedure  so 
directly  inconsistent  with  the  ordinary  customs  of 
society,  Chat  I  could  not  fail  to  view  it  with  a  degree  of 
suspicion,  which  the  extraordinary  course  you  are 
now  pursuing  fully  wsrrants. 

"  In  that  forced  interview  I  explained  to  you,  Sir, 
fully,  that  the  views  you  have  adopted  are  so  thoroughly 
at  variance  with  those  entertained  by  the  heads,  and 
n  large  majority  of  the  profession,  with  whom  I  agree 
and  wish  to  associate  myself,  that  they  necessarily 
prevent  professional,  and,  therefore,  in  my  opinion, 
leave  Utile  chance  of  any  other  satisfactory  intercourse. 
Promulgated,too,by  the  questionable  means, which  have 
both  here  and  elsewhere  been  adopted,  by  appealing  to 
the  judgment,  and  seeking  the  approbation  of  the  non- 
medical portion  of  the  community,  that  I  and  others 
have  thought  it  consistent  only  with  our  duty  to  avoid 
affording  them  .any  countenance  whatever.  Yon  remind 
me,  Str,4>f  the  similar  origin  of  our  degrees.  You  have, 
I  presume,  inquired  into  and  satisfied  yonraelf  .upon 
this  poia*-~I  was  not  before  aware  of  it.  The  Uoiser* 
shy,  whence  those  degrees  were  obtained,,  is  not 
accountable  for  the  changes  of  opinion  and  subsequent 
professional  conduct  of  those  who  are  educated  within 
her  walls ;  nor  are  those  who  hold  her  honours  obliged 
to  regard  as  brethren  those  who  repudiate  the  doctrines 
which  aba  approves,  for  certain  I  am  you  never  obtained 
your  present  therapeutic  notions  from  the  respected  pro- 
lessors  who  so  ably  exercise  their  calling  there.  Under 
other  circumstances  I  could  have  recognised  this  as  a 
strong  bond  of  union,  but  now  can  only  imitate  the  ex- 
ample which  the  heads  of  that  university,  and  those  who 
usually  act  with  them,  have  afforded  me  in  a  recent  in- 
stance,* and  discourage,  so  far  as  I  can,  what  I  regard  as 
a  dangerous  and  pernicious  heresy  in  professional  belief. 

"  I  have  not,  you  will  perceive,  exactly  complied 
with  your  request.  I  never  intended  to  furnish  the  rea- 
sons of  my  professional  creed,  to  be  discussed  and 
decided  upon  by  the  '  many  circles,'  non-professional 
I  presume,  to  which  you  refer.  I  object  altogether  to 
each  a  tribunal,  and  I  cannot  bow  to  its  decree ;  igno- 
rant, necessarily,  of  the  principles  upon  which  our  art 
is  based.  On  the  ordinary  usages  of  society  they  may 
hU  competent  to  judge,  and  upon  this  bead  I  hope  I 
stand  tolerably  clear,  and  that  neither  consultation  nor 
reflection  may  have  induced  you  to  discard  that  feeling 
ef  obligation,  which  you  informed  me,  at  the  conclu- 
sion of  our  conversation,  you  entertained  for  the  '  kind, 
candid,  and  gentlemanly  explanation  I  then  afforded 
you.'  Following  your  example,  I  shall  feel  at  fiberty 
to  use  this  correspondence  in  any  way  I  may  be  dis- 
posed, and  would  beg  you  to  understand  that  here  it 
must  terminate. 

"  I  remain,  Sir,  yours  obediently* 

"  CHARLES  CHADWICK. 

"XoF.yY.  Iran*  Esq." 

Aognst,  1844:  —  "Tor  some  tine  past  there  htm  been 
fmieetv  uf  Ifossmonnmy  Hvter'fdtnd  Its  way  into*** 
V+!!!^QWWE&  a*  the  junjeJiafessan*  WU- 

wviw^r name  waitsrsny.  sue?  sue  muuegevt  or  wv  nsr* 
ssaisunaia  tiiaa  as^iaiaai^ia^&iavaaeakiisaa  a^ssnJntaufi 


SIR  JAMBS  GRAHAM'S  MEDICAL  BILL. 
CHICHESTER  MEETING. 

On  Thursday,  the  31st  of  October,  1844,  a  meetinf 
was  held  at  the  Chichester  Infirmary,  of  the  Medical 
Practitioners  of  Chichester,  the  Western  part  of 
Sussex,  and  the  Eastern  part  of  Hampshire,  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  "  A  Bill  for  the 
better  regulation  of  Medical  Practice  throughout  the 
United  Kingdom,1' which  was  lately  presented  to  the 
House  of  Commons  by  Sir  James  Graham.  Dr. 
M'Carogher,  in  the  chair. 

Among  those  present  were  !>r.  Tyacke,  Chichester; 
Dr.  Smith,  55tb  Regiment  of  Foot ;  P.  J.  Martin,  and 
W.  S.  Taylor,  Esqrs.,  Pulborougb;  O.  Peskett,  Esq., 
Bognor;  Hugh  Birt,  and  Robert  Duke,  Esqrs, 
Arundel;  Allen  Duke,  Leonard  Buckell,  Abraham 
Duke,  Robert  Elliott,  William  Gruggen,  J.  P.  Gruggen, 
H.  March  Gruggen,  Robert  Dendy,  Charles  Hurlstooe, 
^  Leech,  and  W.  C.  Caffin,  Esqrs.,  of  Chichester ;  J. 
T.  Kirkman,  Esq.,  Horndean;  J.  A  Blagden,  Esq., 
Fetworth;  WilBam  Peskett,  Esq.,  Petersfield;  Henry 
Collett,and William  Harris,  Esqrs.,  Worthing ;  George 
Hills,  Esq.,  Leominster;  George  Miller,  Esq.,  Ems- 
worth ;  G.  Knight,  Esq.,  Southsea ;  G.  N.  Ediss,  Esq., 
Landport ;  G.  B.  Hellard,  Esq.,  Portsmouth ;  and  W. 
Ingram,  Esq,,  Midhurst. 

The  following  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted 

"  That  we  hail  with  great  satisfaction  the  introduc- 
tion of  legislative  measures  for  the  better  regulation 
oif  the  medical  profession,  as  lately  propounded  by  her 
Majesty's  Government;  and  concur  with  .Mr.  War- 
burton,  .Mr.  Maceuiay,  and.  the  pt}>er  speakers,  on 
Sir  James  Graham's  bill,  in  approval  of  the  prin- 
ciples, and  of  some  of  the  details,  of  its  proposed 
enactments. 

"  That  we  consider  that  the  present  distribution  of 
the  practice  of  medicine  among  the  several  classes  of 
Physicians,  (or  Doctors  of  Mediciae,)  Surgeons,  and 
General  Practitioners,  has  arisen  out  of  the  natural 
wants  of  the  public  5  and  that  the  legal  recognition  of 
these  several  denominations,  (the  latter  .being. com- 
prised in  the  title  of  Licentiates,)  ..is  natural  and  proper, 
so  long  ss  one  common  test  of  qualification  is  main- 
tained, and  no  strict  rules  prescribed  to  their  several 
lines  of  practice  in  an  art,  the  principles  tff  Which  are 
common  to  all  its  branches; 

"That  we  do  not  withhold  our  applanation  ot  the 
constitution  of  a  general  sup  1  shirr  ading  /fccsry,  iSA.  a. 
Council  of  Health,  and  of  appeal,  tuall  eases  of  medi- 
cal polity;  but  we  are  nemly  of  opinion,  that  such  a 
body,  to  possess  the  confidence  of  the  Pre/ession .  at 
large,  Should  have  the  character  of  a  <&aatns'  to 
which  each  grade  of  medical  practitioners  should  Asst 
its  proper  representative;  and  we  think  that  in  1  Shis 
sense,  the  council  as  proposed  by  the  bill  before  as, 
does  not  possess  that  great  requisite,  nor  will  enjoy, 
(for  the  benefit  of  the  public  for  which  rt  is  to  minister, 
or  for  the  profession  which  It  is  to  regulate,)  tlurt  pfcwer 
of  self-government  which  hi  necessary  for  Its  perfect 
Utility,  or  indeed  for  its*  own  conservancy. 

"That  we  are  also  of  opinion  that  the  great*  sntf 
important  body  6f  Gcncral'Practitionefs,  or  Licentiate* 
in  Irteafdne,  (with  whotn  now  tests,  and,  foragtfSat 
time  at  least,  must  continue  tb  r&t,  witbthe'taasJIonal 
assistance^  ffte  (tttttflting  fffijsfc*tosi  *fefAd  arts* 


peas  of  the  sink  population,)  ore  net  Arty  repru- 
In  the  constitution  of  the  ■bore  mentioned 
Ooundl  of  Health;  and  #  the  tort  of  cmelhteaelon  * 
bcne4chtily  exercised  for  fee  kit  80  70m  by  tbe 
Asrtfacnrloo*  Company  be  removed  by  tbe  repent  of 
the  Act  of  1SI5,  gome  cqwrvaJent  power  of  controul 
shouHbe  restored  to  that  body,  or  somewhere  dem- 
ented, io  that  so  wholesome  a  provision  should  not 
be  lost  to  the  profession,  and  through  it  to  tbe  public 


*  That  we  deprecate  meet  strongly  that  part  of  the 
proposed  bill  which  remores  afl  effective  restrictions 
on  As  practices  of  unqualified  persons,  without  .the 
substitution  of  some  equally  stringent  enactments  In 
their  Stead ;  and  as  the  principle  of  compulsory  enact- 
ments for  the  preservation  of  Hre  Is  recognised  in  the 
laws  of  pilotage,  quarantine,  the  regulations  of  public 
vehicles,  and  many  other  matters  of  paeon  health,  and 
especially  in  the  lite  penal  enactments  as/slnst  inocu- 
lation for  small-pox,  and  in  favour  of  vaccination,  it 
would  seem  to  us  like  retrogression  in  legislation  to 
let  loose  all  quacks  and  pretenders,  to  prey  on  the" 
weakness  and  credulity  of  the  public,  (no  person 
being  more  credulous  than  the  sick  man,  devoid  of  'all 
knowledge  of  his  own  animal  economy,  however  west 
educated  in  other  respects}.  We  consider  also  that 
the  legislation  which  levks  a  tax  in  Ike  form  of  a 
registration  fee,  or  otherwise,  on  the  members  of  any 
profession,  without  the  equivalent  of  due  protection 
of  their  rfcMr  and  Htmteeltfet,  fe'a4ei*ltetssti4jf>tlto 
rettmweaf  duties*  wMch  bind  the  rektieea  of  the 
gwrunira  hhi  gureiuing  wwtes,  awn  wewoniu  wngwesc 
shntic1aunVtoNfte«aon4ng  eftnet  be  embodied  in1 
tlst  proposed  WM,  *fe  That  as- great  dfOeeHf  has 
always  been  found  in  currying  owt  that  part  of  the  Act 
of  1815,  relattm/  t»  the  pontshsnos*  of  illegal  prac- 
sny  person  nrnctjsing  medicine  or  surgery, 
1  e^y^quajunenV  shall  be  considered  guilty  of  mis- 
1  liable  to  be  punished  accordingly, 

44  That  a  njamopal  embodying  the  substance  of  these 
rssolntmns  he  sent  to  Sir  James  Graham,  signed  by 
the  /Chairmen  on  behalf  of  this  meeting :  that  conies 
uf  them, be  personally  presented  to  the  Members  of 
Parlfensent  ,by  those  practitioners  in  communication 
with,  them,,  (with  such  explanation  of  the  views  enter; 
tasned.  by<the  medical  profession  generally  as  may  be 
roasijrrrl  in  their  support)  *  .that  a  committee  be  ap, 
pointed  to  watch  the  progress  of  tbe  bill,  and  prepare 
potitions  to  Parliament,  if  need  be,  in  farther  prosecu- 
tion of  the- views  of -this  meeting. 
,  "11uuJfr.M'Csree}er, Messrs. Martin, W. Orugaen, 
Abraham  Duke,  and.  the  Secretary  (Mr.  W.  C.  Caftn), 
tern  such  committee." 

The  thanks  of  the  Meeting  were  then  given  to  the 
ftaalrsisn  tor  the  manner  in  which,  he  had  conducted 
the  proceedings. 


NOTTINGHAM  MEETING* 
A  meeting  of  tbe  Members  of  the  Medical  Profession 
rcsseent  at  Nottingham  and  its  neighbourhood,  was 
held  at  Nottingham,  on  Tuesday,  October  29th,  to  take 
sate  ensisMcration  the  Bifl  for  the  better  refcuUtsotfef 
Medkal  Practice  throuxbont  tbe  United  Kngdom, 
t  into  Parliament  by  Sir  James  graham,  BE 
Wi  to  she  ehuh\  and  among  the 
t iui>  mi.  oienger,  -nsn  Jimeuuur 


row,  Mr.  fitnsnj,  Mr.  Burrows,  Mr.  Casat,  Mr. 
luysor,  Dr.  Taylor,  Dr.  Lightroot,  Br.  EsVensatsai 
Dr.  HJs^  Beeatonr  JsV.  Offl^  Mi*  Sssalus,***. 
dtnnten  >  Mr,  Dm***  Mr.  JESbaworth,  frlsnU;  1*. 
Small,  Radford ;  Mr.  Furniss,  Mansfield;. Mr. Bkm, 
Stanletoeis  Mr,  J.  tf,  Xhnmnsjt*  Mr,  Josjph 
TVsnasou,  Mr,  Massey ;.  Mr*  Ternes,  MasetekU 
Mr.  Orton,  Beeston  ;  Dr.  Pigot,  Bunny;  Qe.  W»- 
Kama*  Mr,  Nixon,  NottaUj  Mr.  Marriott  Colston  j 
Mr.  Sibsan;  Dr.  Smith,  Bingham*  Mr.  Brown, 
Wiineswnnld.;  Dr.  Wright;  Mr.  Day,  Lowdhssi ;  D* 
— -r-,  of  the  12th  Lancers  j  Dr.,  Watts  1  ani  Mr. 
Butler,  Beeston.  Colonel  Rolleston^MJ^ons  of  the 
members  for  the  county,  wse  also  present 

The  following  are  anmog  the  ieeomtien*  wJucntcm 
adopted  ;t- 

'1  slim  It  hoi  sag  beceane  iinianeiji  to  snake  iaanr- 
tani  sttmstions  in  the  laws  reinting  •»  **•  MseM 
Profession;  the  thanks  of  this  mselleg  sredostoSs? 
James  Graham,  for  having  brougt*  •  the  sabje*  JNfine 
thenoticeof  Patftmment,  and  tar  she  ample  opsnjts* 
mtybebasas^irdedforitscoari*^ 
.  *Tbs*  whilst  tiun  meeting  approves  of  some  of  u» 
clauses  of  the  projected  measure,  it  regrets  that  it 
does  not  meet  the  urgent  wants  and  exigencies  of  tht 
Medical  Profession,  and  mils  to  afford  a  due  messsst 
of  protection  to  the  poorer  classes  of  the  conimunUy. 
.  wThat  the  most  glaring  defects  of  this  bill  sre,  nut 
it  neither  prevents  the  practice  of  unqualified  persostj 
nor  discountenances  the  sale  of  quack  meele&ttt, 
both  of  which  tend  to  injure  most  materially  the  psb- 
,  lie  health,  and  are  directly  opposed  to  flie  interests  of 
the  Medical  Profession. 

M  That  whilst  this  meeting  approves  of  the  Cosaol 
of  Health  and  Medical  Education,  it  protests  assent 
the  proposed  constitution  of  it,  inasmnch  m  the 
Government  influence  too  greatly  preponderates!  ssd. 
the  great  body  of  general  practitioners  is  aot  sds* 
quately  represented. 

"  That  this  meeting  highly  approves  of  a  enseal 
registration  of  qualified  practitioners,  but  legiiUss* 
no  provision  is  made  to  lender  such  legwtrstios  coos- 
psdsory,  and  to  pnnssh  by  ism  or  tonnnesssnenV  a* 
persons  practising  without  proper  qoahneatioas;  sad 
further,  that  Una  meeting  objects  tonnjpsymembeisg 
required  for  the  registration  of  persons  legally  prse* 
tising  before  the  psasing  of  this  Act   ' 

"That  this  meeting  strongly  nrtfents ;.afssaat  lbs 
unjust  ineamnniy,  the  Uhberal  distinctions,  st^nusn 
esisthsg  in  dwdiffensnt  medical  and  snnjjcsl  coilesSi; 
ami  aonaiders  any  saeasnre  issnesteot  that  dome* 
provide  for  the  rensosnloilJnnVsjrissnnos.  -i 

M  That  this 
in  the  hill  preventing  the  1 


the  preeetiption  or  osrtMeets  of  a 
prsctitioner." 

We  regret  that  our  Hfnits  do  not  sAott  Of  rlVieftM 
opening  address  of  bee  Chairman,  and  tirt  ijpeccbni  of 
the  movers  and  seconders  of  the  resctntions^  sn^ntsaf 
pwceedings  at  trJi  important  nteettoe^  and  ufcsrhBy 
flie  able  exposition  of  the  bUi  by».  J.O'Wasnsui 
The- 


The  subjoined  peCtten,  which  s*snaM  ssnhodssi  m 
substance  of  tne  lenntntiossl,  wan  aiimtdrfyi'tWoj^ 
won  to  tsnVBodee  etOonm**  jZ***™ ' l    •'  ' '  J 


<BAST  KENT  WUSTDU. 


4tt 


"the  petition  of  the,  nnder-atgned  physicians,  sur- 
'    gcoi^aadA|iotlMCMici»ofl9Dttingbu»airiiCBj^h- 

thsjurhoud, 

11  Usably  showoth,— That  your  petitiooersare  legally 
qualified  practitioners  of  Nottingham  and  the  neigh- 
bourhoed» 

M  That  they  consider  the  present  state  of  the  laws  re* 
lattng  to  the  Medical  Profession  to  be  such  as  urgently 
to  require  reform ;  and  they  feel  thankful  to  SbK  James 
,  that  the  government  has  taken  the  subject 


"That  the  proposed  bin, though  centuMing 
ewwMsstr  precisions,  by  no  means  meets  the  grievous 
wrfls  under  which  the  Medical.  Profession  has  long 
Jabeewed,  enasdaUy  that  it  does  not  tsweent  the  prac- 
tJon of  .unqualsied parsons,  and  thatitdoea  ant  dh> 
nswjitcnsnto  the  pale  of  quack,  medicines. 

"Wtokymu  aemtiouere  cordially  concur  to  the  .e*» 

snujjsssBpof  a  gnuasai  registration,  but  are  of  'opinion' 

/that  it  will  be  of  no  aauhV  uniees  it  be  made  cwmpmV 

apry,  ao  that  att  persons  convicted  of  practising  without 

Jbsjftf  acgifltored,  may  beeubjected  to  summary  puq* 

"That  your  petitioners  extremely  regret  that  the 
projected  measure  does  not  prevent  that  monopoly  and. 
those  unjust  distinctions  which  result  from  the  present 
constitution  of  the  various  medical  and  surgical  col-. 
leges. 

"That  the  proposed  constitution  of  the  Council  of 
Health  and  Medical  Education  is  unjust  to  the  great 
body  of  general  practitioners,'  inasmuch  as  they  have 
■ot  a  sufficient  share  in  the  administration  of  its 


"Ttat  your  petitioners  regret  that  no  provision  is 
made  in  the  bfll,  to  prevent  Ac  druggists' from  prt- 
ucrRring  or  dispensing  injurious  and  poisonous  drugs, 
without  the  prescription  or  certificate  of  a  registered 
medical  practitioner. 

•  ."That  your  petitioners,  therefore,  humbly,  but  ear- 
weakly,;  pray  of  your  honourable  house,  not  to  pass  the 
proposed  bill  into  a  law,  until  it  shall  have  undergone 
issshsUbesatartctorytotbcMedi- 


EAST  KENT  MEETING. 
•  A  meeting  of  the  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Cast 
Kent,  wit  held  at  the  OuiMnalK  Canterbury,  on  the 
SMh  of  October,  to  adopt  measures  relative  to  the 
eejuuttonubli  causes  in  Sir  James  Graham's  Medical 
BUI;  Dr.  E.  8cudmeere  in  the  Chair. 
-The  fwjelntionev  which  were  pessed  unanimously, 
approved  of  these  pacta  of  the  proposed  measure 
which  relate  to  the  future  education  of  students,  and 
which  seem  to  acknowledge  the  principle,  that  a  high 
and  uniform  standard  of  qualification  for  the  members 
of  *w*  W*4ta4  Profession  >  essential  to  its  respect- 
ability  and  usefulness,  and  of  the  establishment  of 
a  Supreme  Council  of  Health,  as  being  likely  to 
produce  a  more  perfect  organisation  of  the  profes- 
•jaa,,;-,)mt  considered ...the  constitution  of  this 
P«M«ft.,  «f  Me*)*.  oMectionabk,  inasmuch  * 
ft  ihwWrtbV^.ru  9*  .?wiibers  who  are  suffi 
ckntlv  Interested  in  nrolectma  the  asieaeats  of 
the  general  practitioner  or  licentiate  of  medicine. 
11m  omissiga  of  such 


deter  unqualified  persons  from  practising  medicine 
in  any  of  its  branches,  by  which  imperfection  the 
proposed  measure  throws  open  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine and  surgery  to  ignorant  and  unqualified  pre* 
tenders,. the  safety  of  the  public  will  be  njucb 
endangered,  and  the  profession  deprived  of  that  pro- 
tection to  which  they  are  entitled,  was  also  protested 
against;  while  it  was  considered  to  be  unjust  towards 
the  present  legally  qualified  practioners,  to  put  them 
to  further  expense  and  inconvenience,  by  compelling 
them  to  register  themselves  after  having  already 
complied  with  the  requirements  of  the  existing  laws. , 
The  movers  and  seconders  of  the  resolutions  were 
[Dr.  Lochia,  Mr.  Major,  Canterbury ;  Dr.  Sooity 
'Dover ;  Mr.  Sicard,  Bridge ;  Mr.  Hunt,  Herne  Bey.; 
Dr.  Edwards,  Canterbury  ;  Mr.  F.  Sankey,  Winghans,; 
Mr.  5badden,  Ash)  Mr.  Wilks,  Charing;  Mr.  T. 
Coopexv  and  Mr.  H.  Dense,  Canterbury;  Mr.  Minter, 
Folkestone-*  Dr.  Trecey,  Sittiagtonrne ;  Mr.  Hallowes, 
Canterbury;  Mr.  Evans,  Herne;  and  Mr.  Jones, 
Dover. 

1  A  Committee  was  appointed  for  the  purpose  of 
drawing  up  a  petition,  communicating  with  the  Mem* 
hers  for  the  county,  and  cities  and  boroughs  within 
tb*  county,  and  fr  umtnhimr  the  insure*  of  lb*  ball 
throuf h«rVliauient 

.  The  feUouenr  gentlemen  were  also  among  those 
nseeeut.nttthe  meeting s^Messssu  Caewfced*  Foard. 
Andrews.  Mefttum,  Huu^  M^,;  .Mgo>v  .»** 
Wsmeuaun*  4to<Mtaf7  ;  Dm  i^^*NM»*>i 
Mesne*  Wh*fieid,eM  Wilks,  Aahfofd  ;♦  Mr.  Kersey, 
UMNmjme;  Jtfssjr* Tbcujitoftj,  and  Scnajl,  Kame- 
satejawiMr.Ciar^San^giUe, 


*         YORK  MEEHNft 

At'a  meeting  of  the  Medical  rSrofcssion  of  Torlt, 
held  at" the  Dispensary,  October  28tb,  'Vfci,  *&**** 
purpose  of  taxing  into  consideration  the'  WL  foCrrjtfuced 
into  Parliament  by  Sir  James  Graham'.  :tfr.'4<GUMHe  iu 
the  chair.    The  following  resolutions  #ere*'  edtifftfeA  f— 

1st -"That  this  meeting  views ^th  imtistttfuftl 
the  attention  directed  by  her  Mejevty*  (Wrnment  to 
the  state  of  the  Medical  fttrfessiou,  aou1  teudttrifil 
thanks  to  Sir  J.  Graham,  for  allowing  its 'MemfterVi 
full  opportunity  of  considering  the  defalks  of  ^nVttl 
for  the  better  regulation  of  Medical^ractiee. '' 

2nd.— "That  this  meeting  believes  tbrt  Ae'ertttjiieb- 
ment  of  a  Council  of  Health  and  tf edfcal  Educatibft; 
and  of  a  system  of  Registration;  will  greitty  benefit  the 
profession,  but  it  b  of  opinion  that  the  General  frlcti- 
tioner  should  be  fully  represented' In  the*  'proV^ieA 
Council.1 '        "^       :  '    "     ""% 

3rd.— "That  In  the  ojpinion  of  ttiU imectni^W  is 
expedient  that  the  body  of  General  Practitioners  talk 
part  in  the  examination  of  the  Practitioners  of  their 
own  grade,  add  for  this  purpose,  Chat  the  Licentiates 
in  Medicine  and  Surgery,  of.  each,  mviejpi.  tf  jthe 
united  kingdom  should  be  incorporated." 

•4th,— "That  in  the  cfiniouof  this n>eetingtbe public 
cannot  competently  estiniate  the  akiU.  of  |be  Ttfuja/ 
and,  ipegular  prsctUitjoee.r,  and  |ience  nw  bjU.  m|) 
adequately  mel,$*  wanta.o/  socjejg  and  jgrofect  Mm 
|nleieau(  ojf  the  nrofsssjan*  w|u>h  shaU  not  coaUm 
nsnvuuons  few  nreseniine  -nhe  practice  of  modifiue  Jtt 
those  who  have  not  undergone  the  eTtminatiqsjg  re- 
quired  of  the  regastered  practitiouer/' 


w 


MISCKLUNjOOT 


Sth.— "That  at  laws  have  been  enacted  against  At 
practice  of  medicine  by  unqualified  individuals,  and 
enforced  from  time  to  tint  in  this  country,  and  k 
France,  the  Netherlands,  Germany,  Italy,  tad  other 
European  netkma,  it  it  expedient  that  an  enquiry  be 
Bade  into  the  operation  and  rtiiilu  of  these  laws,  to 
that  past  legislative  experience  may  be  rendered  sub- 
servient to  more  effectual  legislation." 

6th.— "  That  petitions  in  conformity  with  these 
resolutions  be  presented  at  the  commencement  of  the 
next  Session  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament" 

7thv~"  That  copies  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to 
Sir  James  Graham,  and  to  the  members  for  the  city." 

8th.—"  That  the  following  gentlemen  be  appointed  a 
Committee  to  watch  the  progress  of  the  bill,  and  to 
take  such  steps  as  shall  appear  expedient : — Drs. 
Goldie,  Layeock,  and  Thurnara  5  Messrs.#WUfiams, 
Asderson,  Husband,  and  Wm.  Mattersoo,  jun." 
WM.  MATTERSON,  Jem* 


GLOUCESTER  INFIRMARY  PETITION. 
vo  *wn  none*  o*  twu  fuovinciai.  mxoical  avn 

IVBMC4L  JOUBJfAL. 

Sin, 
I  beg  to  todote  a  copy  of  a  petition  which  say 
4  myself  hare  agreed  to  present  to  Parlia- 
\  on  atotuftjtetef  Mr  Jattea  Grahams  Bill; 
And  am,  fltr,  your  obedient, 

ALFRED  J.  WOOD. 
3,  Barton  Street,  Nov.  26, 1844. 

*  To  the  Honourable  the  .Commons  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  in  Parliament  assembled. 

"  The  Humble  Petition  of  the  undersigned,  the  Fhysi- 
i  and  Surgeons  of  the  Gloucester  General  Infir- 


SsmrsTttvu  "' 

« Ite  year  F&*,o„  feel  bo»d  «  ****  ** 
grstitiide  to  her  Majesty's  Government  for  having,  in 
the  bill  brought  forward  by  Sir  James  Graham, 
afforded  a  distinct  recognition  of  the  claims  of  the 
snedlcai  profession  to  the  consideration  of  the  Legis- 
lature, and  for  their  intention  of  placing  in  definite, 
connection  with  the  State. 

"  That  your  Petitioners  highly  approve  of  the  const- 
itution of  a  supreme  Council  of  Health  and  Medical 
Education,  which  will  form,  as  they  anticipate,  one 
central  court  of  appeal  for  all  branches  and  classes  of, 
the  profession,  with  power  and  independence  sufficient, 
to  remove  irregularities  and  to  redress  grievances,  and' 
thus  to  promote  a  more  perfect  organisation  than  has 
hitherto  existed.  And  they  are  further  of  opinion  that. 
the  requirement  of  the  uniform  registration  of  all,, 
whether  physicians  or  surgeons,  or  licentiates  of  medi- 
cine and  surgery,. in  the  United  Kingdom,  will  provide 
what  is  much  to  be  desired,  namely,  a  broad  and  simple 
distinguishing  fine  between  those  who  are,  and  those, 
who  are  not,  legally  authorised  to  practice. 

"  Tour  Petitioners,  however,  humbly  submit  to  your. 
Honourable  House,  that  the  great  principle  of  tbe  bill 
would  be  more  fully  carried  out  by  the  withdrawal  of 


the  sanction  of  her  Majesty's 
salt  of  patent  nmdidocs,  and  the  jioMhrlton,  under  n 
l»stn^ofttaaJ*ertisetnento  And  they, 

therefore,  most  respectfully  request  of  your  I 
that 


'  And  your  Petitioners  shaU  ever  pray,**." 


QUEEN'8  COLLEGE,  BIRMINGHAM. 
The  nenescrstf  so  of  the  Chapel  of  t 
being  the  first  Collegiate  Chapel  in  fthisc 
printed  to  the  use  of  thai 
on  Friday,  November   15th,   with  dm 
religious  ceremonies.    The  Bishop  of  Wo 
Bishop  of  the  diocese  la  which  J 
peafmmid  the  service,  ■  misted  by  the  Be*. 
celJor  Law  and  the  Warden  of  the  Collage,     Van- 
Chapel  wm  crowded;  and  m  addition  to  taw  pe^ 
the  College,  the  Dean  of  the  Faculty,  fVofeasocs,  mat 
Students,  there  wen  present  many  ofthe  clergy  of  Jftst 
nd  n  largo  nnaaber  of 


interest  in  the  formation  of  this  school. 


MEDICAL  INTELLIGENCE. 
Mr.  John  Hilton,  Lecturer  on  Anatomy  and  Iwy- 
siology  at  Guy's  Hospital,  has  been  appointed  Assistant 
Surgeon  to  the  Hospital. 


SOCIETY  OF  APOTHECARIES. 
Gentlemen  admitted  licentiates  of  the  Ano*scalt»* 
Company,  Nov.  21,  1844 :— John  Eider;  Chute 
Joseph  Tonkins;  Abraham  Hosfcias;  Frederick 
Gannt;  Henry  Smith  Palmer;  Thomas  Watts* 
Leopold  BeharrOl  Fox. 


BOOKS  RECEIVED. 

A  Practical  Enquiry  into  the  Value  of  Medicinal 
Naphtha  in  Tubercular  Phthisis.  By  Edward  Ootaviat 
Hocten,  M.D.,  Phyeiciau  to  the  Blenheim  Street 
Infirmary  and  Free  Dispensary,  Ac.  &c.  London*: 
Highky.  1844.  Bvo.,  pp.  72. 

Remarks  upon  the  Mortality  of  Exeter ;  together 
with  Suggestions  towards  tbe  Improvement  of  the 
Public  Health.  By  Thomas  Stapler,  MJX,  Phxskiee 
to  the  Dispensary,  dec.  London;  Churchill.  1844. 
Svo.,  pp.  32. 

An  Apology  for  the  Nerves:  or*  thaw  InflnsmiB  and 
Importance  in  Health  and  Disease.  By  Sir  C  nanus 
Lefevre,  M.D.,  Petto w  of  the  Royal  Collage,  of  Phy- 
sicians, dec  Ac.  London :  Lonenttna,  1844.  Fast 
8vo,  pp.  363. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Communications  have  been  received  front  Mr.  BouttjMp  * 
Mr.  T.  P.  Oates;  fair  Play;  Mr.  t.  Vines;  Mr. 
Robeon;  Mr.  Kqulton;  Dt.  Webster;  and  Mr. 
Brickenall. 

It  is  requested  that  all  letters  and  ijimhiasdrafhejs 
be  sent  to  Dr.  Streeten,  Foregnte  Street,  Worcester* 
Parcels,  and  books  for  review,  may  he*  sMraejisI  to 
the  Editor  of  the  Provincial  Mediae!  tad  liiiajaji 
Journal,  care  of  Mr.  tturcfaill,  ftj^cWt;*^ 


-  PROVINCIAL 

MEDICAL  &  SURGICAL  JOURNAL, 


CLINICAL  LECTURES  ON  DISLOCATIONS, 
MLWEREfc  AT  THE  CHAftittG  -  CROSS 
HOSPITAL. 

By  Hsnbt  Hamcock,  £■*,  Sussnaa  to  Ihe  Hospital 

Lkctvkb  X. 

r%ACJV*S  JtXB-OUQM  THSi  KUCE.  Of  TMS  HUMKAUS. 

Sir  Astftcy  Cooper  confines  fracture  of  the  head  ens' 


first.  IHamraHnn  farto  the  sails,  with  fracture  ane* 
danrhianstof  the  head  of  the  bo**,  which  la  throw* 
o«lbeaMlerakteoltlttmferkx-ooaUortae»c*pQta. 

Secondly,  tmctaamthfotiga  the  neck  of  the  boa*, 
attlmtabarchm,  in  which  the  head  of  thnaamereris 
(woken  off,  bat  nsaasins  ia  the  glenoid  e*ti ty*  As) 
inttheepinhyameTssmtosstnmlaeak  of 


lairdly.  Fractures  below  the  artammtiea,  between 
it  aad  the  jaaaraToa  of  the  pectoralis,  lataatam*  dotal, 
>tc**a>er*ebialJB,&sd  deltoid  mescks,  or 
laeefc. 
;  it  wH  appear  from  the  cases  I  eh*H  bate  to 
to  pea,  that  other  fractures  will 
i,  which,  from  their  sftuaaVm,  and  the 
i  to 


>toec*atof  feet,  they  areatwaye 

Theaa  fractures  take  place  iaa 

I  direction,  through  the  bicipital  groove,  sepal 

'  the  greater'  tubercle,  with  more  or  ha*  of  th* 
shaft,  from  thereat  of  am  bone. 

The  firatof  Sir  Asttey  Cooper's  divaaoaa  belongs  tp 
the  subject  of  complicated  dislocations,  aad  wo  will  not 
therefore,  treat  of  it  at  present,  but  proceed  to  thsconr 
■Irtcr alien iof  {mctore  occurring  througb  the  neck  of  thp 
boae,  or  at  what  ia  usually  denominate^  ita  tree  ana- 
toaaical  neck.  Sir  Aatley  Cooper  baa  teen  thai  acci- 
dent both  ia  old  aad  young  people,  but  it  ia,  he  sayi 
very  nk  in  the  middle-aged.  In  tbe  young  it  occur* 
at  the  junction  of  the  epiphysis,  where  the  cartilage  ia 
situated  j  and  in  the  oW,  it  ariaea  from  tbe  greater  soft- 
none  of  thia  part  of  the  bone.  Reichel,  in  hie  napes, 
entitled  M  Oe  Epiphyseal  sb  Ostium  disphysi  diducr 
tiome,"  contained  ia  M  Sandifbr**  Thesaurus  Disserts* 
taosmua,'' gives  the  drawiagi  of  two  preparations  whici 
bo  considers,  sad  atates  lo  be,  eejwration^dmepil 
njiyam>but  hedoeanotfataishna  with  anyhiaaxyof 
tbe  caaea,  sad  I  quite  agree  with  M.  Oelpeeh  that  thai 
appear  to  represent  a  fracture  of  bone  rather  than  a 
safMjationofepjphyeit;  although  I  by  bo 
with  him  in  liu  observation  that  these  acevknta 
poaaibly  occur ;  or  with 

Ve,|7,  flsssajbsiH, 


rtaaa  a 
inaanoi 

*■■♦ 


reaaon  tor  their  scepticism,  that  in  order  for  the  epi- 
jfhysis  to  be  separated,  the  accident  must  occur  when 
the  child  is  too  young  to  be  exposed  to  such  mischief. 
Prom  the  hour  of  our  birtfi,  to  that  of  our  death,  wa  are 
all  of  us  more  or  less  liable  to  meet  with  this  accident. 
ft  never  occurs  from  muscular  efforts,  however  power- 
ful, but  from  direct  violence  irelhrrttd  to  the  part.     A 

leH  an  infant  fall  from  her  lap  to  the 
$  its  shoulder  first  strikes  the  ground,  and  asepa- 
eatioa  of  the  epiphysis'  may  be  the  result.  An  elderly 
person  is  knocked  down  by  the  pole  of  a  cairsaje 
striking  the  shoulder,  or  hefamfrom  a  height  upon 
that  part;  ia  either  case  the  humerus  assy  be  frac- 
tured at  its  anatomical  neck.  That  which  is  a  fracture 
ia  advanced  age,  is,  from  the  nature  of  tab  parts,  ada> 
junction  or  separation  of  the  epiphysis  in  infancy  and 
early  life.  Ia  both  these  monmeca  die  accident  hi  the 
same,  produced  by  the  cease  cease,  requiring  the  same 
mode  of  treatment,  and  therefore  admitting  of  one 
description.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  older 
authors,  in  their  classification  of  accidents,  have 
described  many  cases  of  fracture  at  the  anatomical 
neek,  as  separation  of  the  epiphysis  ;  but  that  is  no 
reason  why  we  should  g6  to  tbe  oppcWw  «ttr%me,  sad 
deay  the  probability  of  such  mischief  fating  place,  and 
reject  these  accidents  altogether. 

the  head  of  the  bone  lemains  in  the  glenoid  cavity, 
sal  consequently  mere  Is  not  so  great  a  depreaaa* 
below  the  acromion  process,  neither  does  the  latter 
project ^o  much;  the  abaft  of  the  bone  is  drawn 
npwnrde  aad  forwards  to  the  coracoid  process,  where 
itpaxtranrity  forms  a  considerable  projection,  rendered 
mash  more  prominent  if  the  elbow  be  Huasd  aiul  eVawanr 
forwards.  Thia  altered  position  of  the  shaft  of  on*"" 
hesa^4epeadseipoa  the  saaiiid  lelallOinTtlf  the  bleep* 
tendon,  the  latJer  being  deprived  of  the  support  of  me 
head  of  the  humerus.  If  you  take  bold  of  the  eftew, 
and  draw  the  arm  dot*a  wards  aad  bseaward*,  year  will 
restore  the  shaft  to  ita  natoialpesiaoa*  ai&the  jomcnr 
oa the ead of  the  coracoid ******  will's 
laha  your  hold  an  the  arm,  aad  the**! 
ami  sspeeranow  wiU  quietly  tatara.  The  patamt 
c**e*t  raise  his  arm  to  am  head,  and  aomphnaaof 
sreatpammthe  saouJderupon  any  ******  to 
the  ttab,  wham  he  ejmearoura  toaappori 
by  the  opposite  head.    This* 

for  dkaocstma,  hat  af  yon  i 

saf  the  letter  aoaUei 
bat  little  diftoolty  in  aamrtaiaiawthetitmone  of 
lBuaaau.  aJthoegh,  when  there  »  a 
pfeesat,  you  may  perhaps  bo  smarted 'tt  t»w%*t  it 
raaUrk    her.  Allan,  af  HajahMgllf  w*d  *s*acwT 
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a  separation  of  the  epiphysis,  remarks, 
thai  there  k  a  marked  distinction  between  separa- 
tioD  as  well  as  fracture*  and  luxation,  that  in  the  two 
former  the  limb  is  always  free,  and  may  be  moved  in 
every  direction ;  whilst,  in  the  latter,  It  is  immovable. 
He  also  points  out,  that  if  the  surgeon  runs  his  fingers 
along  the  spine  of  the  acapnia,  until  he  arrives  at  the 
point  of  the  acromion,  and  then  inserts  them  nnder 
that  process,  he  will  be  enabled  to  fed  the  head  of  the 
bone  in  its  place,  and  if  he  then  more  the  limb  with  the 
ether  hand,  the  head  of  the  humerus,  if  separated  from 
the  shaft  at  the  intervening  cartilage,  will  not  be  felt 
to  roll  in  the  glenoid  cavity,  but  rubbing  as  if  upon  a 
hard  body,  whilst,  if  fractured,  a  crepitus  will  be  felt. 
Besides,  in  these  cases,  no  tumour  can  be  felt  in  the 
aalla  as  in  dislocation.  The  principal  diagnostic 
ajajpeate  the  tumour  at  the  end  of  the  coracoid  process  ; 
the  subsidence  of  the  swelling  or  tumour,  when  the 
arm  is  drawn  downwards  and  backwards,  and  its  return 

.  when  the  arm  is  let  go ;  the  mobility  of  the  limb  ;  the 
J*a4  of  the  bone  not  obeying  the  motions  of  the  shaft 
when  the  elbow  is  rotated ;  and  when  the  arm  is  drawn 
deem,  the  crepitus,  or  sensation  of  rubbing,  as  described 
by  Mr*  Allan.    Sir  Astley  Cooper  has  pointed  out  the 

,  Una  najtase  of  these  accidentals  ascertained  from  actual 
diajoctinnj  and  also  the  process  by  which  nature  effects 
a  reparation  of  the  injury.  He  says,  that  upon  dissec- 
tion, in  young   persons,  the   head  of  the   bone  is 

>  found  broken  off  at  the  tubercle,  but  remains  in 
the  glenoid   cavity ;    that  to   remedy  this  mischief 

•  a  .great  quantity  of  ossinc  matter  is  thrown  out 
from  the  periosteum  and  fractured  neck  of  the  broken 

„  hone,  hut  very  little  from  the  head.    A  cup  of  bone  is 
formed  upon  the  fractured  neck  of  the  shaft  in  one  of 

•  his  preparations,  which  supports  the  head  of  the  bone 
so  as  to  prevent  the  neck  separating  from  it ;  a  slight 

^  union  i*  produced  by  the  cancellated  structure,  the 
j,|(iicipil  callus  being  formed  by  the  outer  surface,  and 
:&  incases  the  bone.     In  one  case  which  Sir  Astley 
■.Cue? sr  dissected,  the  fracture  occurred  within  the 
'  capsular  ligament,  no  bony  union  had  occurred,  the 
fragments  being  joined  together  by  means  of  a  liga- 
mentous substance. 

.  Sir  Astley  Cooper  also  relates  the  following  case  of 

last  accident,  in  a  person  of  very  advanced  age,  at 

tttjiideb  pesisjd  of  iife,  he  observes,  it  very  rarely 


r  in  the  ftoyal  Navy,  aged  7J,  ^strong 
r  man,  was  thrown  out  of  a  street  cab  in 
!**<  month  of  December,  1835,  falling  upon  his  left 
ahonteer  and  the  left  side  of  his  forehead  ;  he  iiume- 
dsatalsvlost  the  uae  of  his  arm,  his  shoulder  was  very 
ajs**ewolten,  and  its  rotundity  diminished.  There 
was  an  evident  depression  in  the  situation  of  the  belly 
of  the  deltoid  muscle,  and  a  hard  tumour,  which 
appeared  to  he  the  bead  of  the  humerus,  was  felt  under 
the  clevisie,  and  just  on  the  edge  of  the  glenoid  cavity, 
close  under  the  coracoid  process.  An  obseure  crepitus 
.  oesnd  be  distinguished,  the  arm  was  an  inch  shorter 
lean  the  other,  and  by  extension  the  bone  returned  to 
its  situation  withootdifficuky.  Bandages  were  applied 
and  the  head  placed  in  a  sling;  considerable  inflam- 
mation succeeded,  and  in  about  two  months  the  patient 
reeeeeied  the  motion  of  the  limb  to  a  great  extent, 
although  the  arm  could  not  be  raised  to  a  level  with 
the  •btutder,  nor  could  it  be  brought  forward  across 


the  chest.  He  was  one  day  seised  with  apopkii,  sat 
died  in  a  few  minutes. 

Pott-mortem.  The  parts  about  the  joint  van 
absolutely  comminuted;  the  acromion  had  beea  bytes 
off,  and  had  formed  a  ligamentous  union  with  Ike 
spine  of  the  scapula,  from  which  it  bad  been  seperstsi 
The  coracoid  process  waa  broken  off  at  its  root,  bst 
was  again  becoming  united  by  ligament  to  the  stasia. 
The  head  of  the  bone  had  been  broken  throats  it 
the  tubercles  or  anatomical  neck,  and  the  periostea 
of  the  neck  of  the  bone,below  the  tubercles,  had  throw 
out  a  considerable  quantity  of  ossinc  matter,  sad  eti 
united  the  broken  shaft  or  neck  to  the  head  of  the  boat, 
whilst  the  cancellated  structure  of  the  neck  of  u* 
bone  was  beginning  to  unite  the  fractured  head  of  las 
os  humeri  to  the  shaft  of  the  bone. 

In  the  quarto  edition  of  his  Treatise  on  Dislocation, 
he  relates  the  following  :— 

"  A  man,  aged  72,  during  the  severe  frost  is  18B, 
fell  down  upon  bis  shoulder,  three  days  after  which  st 
was  admitted  into  Guy's  Hospital.  The  arm  sal 
shoulder  were  much  swollen ;  there  was  also  acute  psh 
and  discolouration  of  the  mteajusseats.  CeepinweMM 
not  be  felt,  and  from  the  degree  of  sweffisg  it  vn 
impossible  to  ascertain  the  precise  nature  of  As  sen* 
dent.  Leeches  and  evaporating  lotions  were  appeal 
The  shoulder  was  again  examined  on  the  sscoal  dsy 
after  the  swelling  had  somewhat  subsided,  and  sfise- 
ture  of  the  neck  of  the  humerus  waa  discovered.  Ik 
pain  and  swelling  again  became  greater,  and  smsmllv 
increased ;  the  integuments  inflamed,  having  the  apsssr- 
ance  of  erysipelas;  the  skin  became  discoloured  mi 
gangrenous.  He  was  feverish  and  irritable,  then  saV 
rious,  and  gradually  sunk  on  the  tenth  day  from  u* 
accident. 

"  Pott-mOrtem.  The  integuments  and  eellalsr  nen> 
brane,  on  the  inner  part  of  the  shoulder,  em?  u* 
clavicle,  were  considerably  thickened,  havings  sneaky 
appearance ;  and  on  cutting  through  the  deltoid  snack 
a  large  quantity  of  bloody  matter,  mixed  with  swan, 
waa  effused.  The  capsular  ligament  was  umsdwly 
lacerated;  the  humerus  waa  fractured  tuieugs  At 
cervix,  also  obliquely  through  the  head,  and  s  ami 
spicula  of  bone  was  separated  from  the  cervhtN 

Mr.  Samuel  Cooper,  in  bis  Dictionary,  states,  "fttf 
M.  C.  Larbaud  showed  Bichat  the  humerus  of  a  ysenj 
man,  aged  17,  the  head  of  which  bone  was  sctxrfttly 
detached  from  its  body  by  a  division  which  Ban'  psaai 
obliquely  through  the  upper  part  of  the  tuberosities.  Ani 
also  that  he  thinks  an  instance  of  the  kind  was  pom**' 
out  to  him  in  1821,  at  St.  Bartholemew>  HoxdnL 
The  patient  waa  a  boy  who  had  injured  Us  shosMer. 
His  elbow  had  been  strongly  kept  Up  on  themppotithi 
that  the  cose  was  a  fracture  of  the  neck  of  the  scapeh, 
and  consequently  the  irregular  end  of  the  humens 
formed  a  remarkable  projection  in  front  of  the  acrs* 
mion,  yet  capable  of  being  pushed  back,  where,  *** 
ever,  it  would  not  lemain." 

Van  Swieten  also  speaks  of  separation  of  At 
epiphysis  of  the  upper  end  of  the  humerus  in  a  pen* 
who  was  suddenly  and  violently  thrown  on  to  n* 
ground. 

Sir  Astley  Cooper,  recommends,  in  a  young  subject, 
treating  this  case  by  binding  a  splint  on  the  front  us* 
back  part  of  the  arm  with  a  rotter,  placing  a  pftiia 
the  axilla,  and  using  s  clavicle  bandar^  the  bead,  ^ 
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not  the  am,  Mug  supported  in  a  ding  $  and  that,  in 
oM  aesaons,  as  Ike  injury  is  mare  sevens,  leeches,  eva- 
pcsmfejng  lotions,  and  Quietude,  are  to  precede  the  appli- 
cation of  mechanical  means. 

It  may  be  considered  presumption  to  impugn  the 
practice  of  so  great  a  surgeon  as  theiate  Sir  Astley 
Cooper,  but  the  recommendations  above  quoted 
certainly  do  not  appear  to  me  by  any  means  capable  of 
effecting  a  perfect  cure  in  these  cases.  We  have 
already  observed  that  the  upper  end  of  the  humerus  is 
drama  upwards  and  forwards  under  the  coracoid 
process,  there  forming  a  hard  projection  5  that,  by 
dressing  down  the  arm,  the  tumour  is  removed,  but  that, 
wmm  the  eatenaion  is  dsmonthiuod,  it  immediately 
reappears.    How  are  these  signs  lobe,  accounted  for? 

1  believe,  that  in  these  accidents  the  long  tendon 
of  the  ticeps  is  either  ruptured,  or  that  by  the  fracture 
of  too  head  of  the  huincrnsAftjs  deprived,  of  the 
fulcrum,  which  it  naturally  oaamsa  tn  passing  over 
thai  process,  and  is  thus  unable  to  antagonise  the 


Inns  the  upper  end  of  the  bona  is  drawn  upwards 

nd  forwards,  by  the  sunra-spmsitue  and  subaeapulsris 

If  I  am  right  as  to  the  cause  of  the  displace* 

,  it  is  very  evident  that  the  back  and  front  splints 

of  Sir  Astley  Cooper  can  present  very  little,  if  any 

resistance,  and  that  we  must  have  recourse  to  other 

methods,  if  we  are  to  hope  for  a  cure. . 

In  Sir  Astley  Cooper's  esse  we  learn,  that  although 
at  the  end  of  two  months  the  patient  had  recovered 
considerable  degree  of  motion  in  the  limb,  still  he 
could  not  raise  it  to  a  level  with  his  shoulder,  nor 
carry  it  across  his  chest;  the  upper  end  of  the  bone 
hid  not  been  prevented  resuming  its  unnatural  situ- 
ation. Ton  should  recollect  that  these  fractures  are 
raetike  those  which  occur  transversely  in  the  shaft  of  a 
long  bone,  where,  if  die  broken  ends  are  placed  in 
apposition,  that  very  apposition  presents  a-  most 
emdent  resistance  to  muscular  contraction.  But 
in  fractures  of  the  anatomical  neck  the  fractured 
portions  oppose  no  resistance  to  displacement.  Hence, 
the  back  and  front  splint,  with  bandages,  are  at  best 
tnamldent  to  effect  anything  more  than  prevention 
of  lateral  motion ;  they  cannot  keep  up  extension,  as 
they  have  no  tad  point  to  extend  from,  and  conse- 
quently, when  the  muscles  contract  they  cannot  pre- 
vent the  upper  end  of  the  bone  being  drawn  up  out 
of  ita  proper  place. 

Sir  Astley  Cooper  advised  that  the  patient's  hand 
should  be  supported,,  but  not  his  elbow,  that  the  weight 
of  the  arm  might  in  some  degree  oppose  this  tendency 
to  displacement  ;  but  the  same  power  which  drew  the 
upper  end  of  the  bone  upwards  and  forwards,  would 
keep  it  there  notwithstanding  the  weight  of  the  arm, 
as  it  had  to  overcome  that  in  the  first  instance,  and 
therefore,  if  we  are  to  hope  for  a  cure  in  these  accidents, 
it  must  be  by  keeping  up  due  extension,  with  suitable 
apparatus. 

Place  a  pad  in  the  axilla,  and  apply  an  angular  splint 
slang  the  inner  or  palmar  side  of  the  arm,  extending 
from  the  axilla  to  the  tips  of  the  fingers;  it  should 
hero  a  hinge  and  thumb-screw  to  enable  you  to  bend 
the  bone  to  any  angle  you  please;  let  the  arm-piece 
ha  the  exact  length  of  the  patient's  arm  from  his 
asJUa  to  his  elbow,  Musoo.thts  part  of  your  appara- 
tus depends  your  power  of  rsaistaace.    In  order  to  be 


accurate,  adapt  it  first  to  the  patient's  sound  arm,  and 
be  very  careful  that  it  is  neither  too  long  nor  too  short, 
for  an  error  either  way  will  be  prejudicial  The  remainder 
of  the  splint,  or  that  for  the  forearm,  should  extend  to 
She  tip  of  the  fingers,  to  keep  the  band  perfectly  quiet ; 
fix  this  splint  firmly  with  a  roller  commencing  at  the 
hand;  and  next  apply  these  splints  to  the  arm,  one  in 
front,  one  behind,  and  one  on  the  outside,  by  straps 
and  buckles  or  by  another  roller  if  you  please ;  place 
the  hand  in  a  sling  bearing  the  elbow  unsupported. 
According  to  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  passive  motion  is 
to  be  employed  for  the  young  in  a  month,  and  for  the 
old,  at  the  expiration  of  two  months  or  twenty  weeks. 

LOHGITUDTNAI.    FRACTURB  THROUOH    *KB  HOAR    • 
OFTHB  HOMXRUS. 

On  the  22nd  of  October,  1837,  Mr.  Rale  lwassaon 
related  a  case  at  the  Westminster  Medical  Society,  off 
a  man  who  had  received  a  blow  npon  his  arm.  Boon 
examination,  the  signs  appeared  those  of  dtriocaisati 
forwards,  under  the  pectoral  muscles.  Extensftso  was 
applied,  and  the  bone  apparently  reduced.  Itonekt 
day  all  the  symptoms  had  returned,  and  upon  faisnSt  • 
examination  It  was  considered  that  the  head  of  the 
bone  was  split,  the  fracture  extending  one-third 
the  shaft  of  the  bone,  one  piece  lying  in  the  f 
cavity,  the  other  under  the  pectorafis  muscle. 

fraoturb  bbxow  tbb  tobrrolb  of  tbb  hum  krub, 
or  at  thb  surgical  nxcx. 

Hits  accident  may  be  mistaken  for  dislocation  into 
the  cavity  of  tlie  axilla,  but  an  attentive  observer  will 
readily  ascertain  the  true  nature  of  the  case,  The 
fracture  occurs  below  the  insertions  of  the 
spinatus,  infra-spinatos,  teres  minor,  m 
muscles,  snd  above  the  insertion  of  the  1 
peetoralis  major,  latissimns  dorsi,  and  teres  major 
muscles;  and  we  accordingly  find  the  separated  portion** 
of  bone  assuming  certain  situations  in  sceordaaae 
with  the  action  of  those  muscles  which  are  attaches'  to 
them.  Mr.  Burn,  in  his  surgical  works,  poiatadeat 
the  influence  exercised  by  the  muscles  upon  the 
broken  pieces.  As  the  subecapuleris  and  teres  minor 
pretty  equally  oppose  each  other,  they  act  with  equal, 
power  upon  the  head  of  the  bone,  press  and  retain  it 
in  the  glenoid  cavity,  whilst  the  supra  and  infra+spinstj, 
but  more  especially  the  latter,  roll  $t  head  and  turn 
the  neck  of  the  hone  a  little  out ;  ofi  the  other  hand, 
the  teres  major,  latissinyis  dorsi,  peetoraiie  ssejor, 
and  deltoid,  remain  attached  to  the  lower  portion 
of  the  humerus,  the  upper  end  of  which,  the  first  Awo, 
or  teres  major  and  latiseunus  dorsi,  draw  inwards 
towards  the  axilla,  and  the  third  or  peetoralis  major, 
npwards,  forwards,  and  inwards,  under  thar  coracoid 
process  of  the  scapula.  The  deltoid  muscle  co-operates 
with  the  preceding  muscles  in  turning  the  end  of  the 
shaft  towards  the  axilla.  Being  inserted  lower  down 
it  draws  the  middle  and  lower  portions  of  the  bone 
outward,  and  unless  resisted  by  some  of  the  fractured 
surfaces  of  the  neck,  will  also  draw  the  abaft  upwards. 
The  biceps,  coraco-bracbislis,  and  triceps  muscles* 
also  draw  the  bone  up,  the  last  backwards,  and  the 
second  inwards.  These  accidents  are  usually  the 
result  of  direct  violence  to  the  part;  falls  or  blows 
upon  the  outer  part  of  the  shoulder  are  liable  to  pro- 
duce them,  but  they  rarely  occur  unless  under  tjbese, 
ekeumstsnees,  and,  consequently,  the  manner  in  which 


574 


MEDICAL  JURISPRUDENCE. 


the  aeddent  happens  wfl)  be  one  guide  towards  your 


A  ma*  faUs  violently  apon  his  shoulder,  experiences 
greet  pein  at  the  moment,  end  discovers  that  he  has 
lost,  the  use  of  his  limb.  He  may  also  have  expe- 
rienced a  sensation  of  snapping,  or  something  giving 
way  at  the  moment  of  the  accident,  hot  this  does  not 
arrays  occur.  He  consults  you,  and  yon  will  usually 
ink  upon  examination  the  shoulder  somewhat  flattened, 
a  sinking  of  the  deltoid  muscle,  but  not  so  marked  ss 
in/  dislocation,  and  always  lower  down.  The  elbow 
Is  thrown  somewhat  backward,  and  more  or  lens 
separated  from  the  side.  The  patient  supports  the 
army  and  endeavours  te  keep  it  as  quiet  as  he  can, 
any  motion  giving  him  great  pain. 

ftm  What  I  have  just  told  yon  of  the  action  of  the 
muscle*  yon  wfll  ojrisrataad  that  the  head,  tubercles, 
aas\  a  Bnall  portion  of  the  shaft  of  the  bone,  remain 
fatsgirnstiral position,  thehead  of,  the  bone  in  the 
giansJi  envity.  Tfc  neper  extremity  of  the  shaft  of 
,  on  the  contrary,  is  drawn  upwards,  forwards, 
ir  the  neetoralie  major  muscle.  If 
yon  push  the  arm  upwards,  this  end  of  the  bone  pro- 
jects considerably  in  the  latter  situation,  and  internal 
to  the  coracoid  process;  let  the  arm  go,  and  the  limb 
dropping,  the  projection  disappears.  Place  your  left 
hand  upon  the  head  of  the  bone,  and  with  your  right 
tike  tttf*  Of  tbepatfeiiff  elbOW,  envoraw  the  arte  gently 
downwsrdssnn^Baelcwin^s^TOtetingAelinibi  You  will 
now  iHscover  creptta%  and  moreover,  that  although 
the  nfcasVof  the  bone  moves,  the  head  does  not  obey 
itasdbnlen^Teninhimg  stationary  under  your  left  hand. 
The  hmb  is  shorter  than  natural,  and  the  patient  fre- 
quently* eeorelafns  of  pate  and  tingling  in  his  hand 
audnmj^'end  teaufcmafiy  down  the  cousseof  the 
arm;  en*«r  Astfey  Cooper  has  pointed  out,  that  in 
these  fteCMentt  the  patient  wffl  sometimes  have  one  or 
more  of  Ids  ftngers  contracted,  evidently  caused  by 
injury  *>  *>me  of  the  nerves  of  the  axilla. 

Although  the  patient  is  unable  himself  to  move  the 
Itmti,  you  can,  te  any  direction,  but  in  so  doing  you 
cause  great  suffering,  and  having  once  ascertained  the 
nature  of' the  accident,  you  had  better  abstain  from 
moving  the  arm  mors  than  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
replace  the  bone  in  its  prober  position,  as  otherwise, 
ydu  Srd  habt*to  catise  considerable  mischief  by  rub- 
'Mfe/th*.  rtough  end  of  the  bone  against  the  nerves  snd 
softfufoof  the  skilly  Ac.    ' 

"Mr.  Samuel  Cooper,  In  his  Dictionary,  says^^t 
sometimes  there  is  no  displacement,  and  consequently 
no  shortening,  and,  moreover,  that  the  displacement  is 
not  nasals/  very  perceptible  as  regards  the  length, 
unless  the  fracture  be  oblique,  and  the  sharp  end  of 
tie  bone  Irritate  the  muscles,  and  make  them  contract 
with  unusual  powers.  Petit  observes,  that  commonly 
the  weight  of  the  limb  so  powerfully  resists  the 
action  of  ike  muscles,  that  the  displacement  of  the 
fracture  is  more  liable  to  be  transverse,  and  that  in 
these  drenmstances  the  lower  end  of  the  fracture  is 
displaced  outward  or  inward,  and  rarely  in  any  other 
direction.  According  to  8tr  Aadey  Cooper,  the  upper 
end  of  the  lower  portion  of  the  humerus  is  drawn 
down  mwler  the  pectoral*  muscle,  and  maybe  fdtm 
Cases  certainly  do  occur  where,  the 


of  its  natural  and  proper  length,  he*  m 


the  generality  of  rastances  which  I 
there  has  been  evident  shortening,  and  the  \ 
of  the  shaft  has  been  drawn 
under  the  coracoid  process.  • 

I  confess  I  do  not  agree  with  Mr. 
assertion  in  the  last  edition  of  his  First  Unset 
Surgery!,  u  that  the  lower  fragment  is 
displaced  upwards,  so  as  to  prodaee  a  1 
the  Hmb,  but,  on  the  contrary,  drawn  n  Utile « 
ward  by  the  weight  of  the  part,  so  as  to  put  the  d 
on  the  stretch,  snd  thus  produce  a  ivteiiiMssrnte'Cm* 
location."  The  flattening  and  stattohlng  of  the  destesd 
does  not  depend  upon  the  elongation  of  ake  ttsat#  but 
upon  the  altered  relation  of  the  lower  yensVisMf  taw 
abaft  of  the  bone.  This  being  dsanrn  i 
axilKaad  the  bead  and  tnhereias  remaining  ha 
the  fibres  of  the  deltoid  are  than  stestehsd 
latter,  and*  not  by  the  da^ppmg  of.  the  limb, 
there  In  this  accident  to  inane  It  dsmvirem 
any  other  hmg  bone  in  the  body?  tt  I 
occurs  in  the  middle  of  the  shaft  of  the  1 
Vwe  to  keep  up  a  certain  extension  to  ' 
bones  riding,  or,  in  other  w 
shorter ;  and  is  the  difference  in  weight-  •of  the 
great  between  these  cases,  that'  in  fractures*  of  nhe 
surgical  neck  of  the  hninei'iayn  pheansnenon  at  vuvi- 
aneewith  what  obtains  In  fracture  of  •every  i 
bone  in  the  body,  -occurs  an  < 
instead  of  the  riding  and  drawing  up  the  lower  end  of 
the  bone  usually  met  with  ?  If  the  limb  be,pensjynue\ 
or  the  muscles  excessively  attenuated,  they  jne^an* 
baable  to  support  the  weight  of  the  arm,  bot,  nriflim 
the  result  of  disease,  I  cannot  Unagwe  tha  tlm  danto^ 
biceps,  triceps,  coraco-brachialis,  pecWali*  inajoc*  and 
feres  minor*  would  allow  any  dongation.of  the  Hmft* 
wljich  most  ansae,  were  the  cause  of  the  flaatnsnun; 
and  extension  of  the  deltoid,  that  assigned  by  Ms.  S. 
Cooper. 
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to  thu  smsrorn  on  vein  rnonsroiaju  MUnsoAiratwn 

•atjnfiican  a osnurAA. 

Sin, 

Considering  the  numerous  snd  useful  repot*  wwJch 
are  furnished  in  every  other  ilnpsi  inanity  M  *semns 
strange  thai  so  few  in  direct  conneekm  ia**t«*jen 
Important  branch  of  Our  (science  terete*  Mnnstaf 
lursiprudenee,  should  appear  In  the  j^ges  Of  ^nr 
own  or  any  other  Medical  Journal.  ■  Notuhat  there-  Is 
any  actual  deficiency  in  use  amount  of  medico  h^al 
infetmsaion  swppHed,  but  it  Is  in  the'  recdruV  tttoe- 
unsmg  the  prnetleal application  of  tfci»fef*rmafio»'te> 
cases  ss  they  occur,  that  a  scarcity  spacers* 

This  can  hardly  arise  from  an  inaWsreaee  «n  the 
part  of  the  profession  to  the  subject, -or  from  nheMef 
that  such  reports  would  be  devoid  of-iateraat;  far 
sorely  no  man  can  be  indifferent  to,  or  fed  twfind  snj 
interest  in,  a  matter  which  meeting  him' 
timeuiieanectedlyinthe  eujoyuvewtetavljlM 
tion,  to  which  tea  skill  sad  acqirfreinew* .. 
fully  entitled  hhn,  might  he  the  means  of 
ie  apainrul  and  rittouJous  posnsoti,i 
elate  him  in  the  eye*  of  the  pnbhlo  undluw 
To  the  medical  man  apf*sjrfctg  talis  fiiineiri  rfcrniiite 
tan  chance  of  e*hnf  terns  lasnufcm  sr^ 
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But  since  a  smattering' of  medicine  giaue*4to'*uan 
e}f 'law  an  occasional'  advantage  over  alto  ©r*  puytftni 
might  not  a  smattering  of  law,  <as  fur*  ieataud^'tuy 
acquaintance  with  the  lair  of  evidence,)  peace' 4hw 
litter  on  a  better  footing,  and  etiaUe^bfnt*  to"  tfeer 
Clear  of  the  decoys  and  hold  his  meditate*  eouitt,  ! 
acquitting  himself  m  a  straightforward  and1  credMMs 
manner  ?  Seeing  then  that  the  subject  H  not  eu#«T 
trivial  importance,  few"  I  think  will  dissent  tYou! -unu 
opinion,  that  reported  cases  ifl  forensic  'n 


, and  oflrs*  Just  ground  e#  tompfeint  or 
ttsBttsei  but  'beyond  these  I  matotain  that  there  are 


proportion  fo  the  rude  he  runs  of  hating  them  plucked* 

front  his  brow.    The' subject  of  enquiry  upon  which 

his  testimony,  judgment,  and  opinion  shall  be  deV 

ntsJldtd,  utuet  nnlrequently  of  a  nature4  to  call  forth 

fcaatlly  much  dormant  information,  hAvtog  relation  to' 

the  Intricacies  6t  chemical  science,  and  the  minutiae  of 

anatomy,  physiology,  pathology,  &c,  which  forwent  i 

of  use  in  the  routine  of  private  practice  has  been 

allowed  to  slumber  almost  into  a  state  of  rust,  yet 

tebjoJees'to  tnoWftenefaed  form  to  meet  the  exigencies 

?? I1^***  ?^  *■****¥  'however,  are  fair  and  \  he  valuable  to  the  practitioner,  in  the  same  degree  as 

reported  cases  in  any  other  branch  of  his  profession. 

I  subjoin  a  few  memoranda  of  cases  as  they  occur  to 

or  fllegkfcnate  dMfeuMss  with .  my  mind,  bearing  upon  some  of  the  difficulties  pointed! 

but,  and  proving,  I  think,  that  laurels  are  not  always 
the  reward  of  the  medical  witness.  Should  these 
cases  be  recognised  by  any  who  may  have  taken  a 
part  in  them,  and  inaccuracies  be  therein  detected, 
the  delinquency  is  not  with  me,  but  still  farther  sevens 
that  misrepresentation  is  one  of  the*  aimoyaTteas  we 
meet  with.  I  represent  the  cases  saf*fcav%'lSBs».  WHl" 
heard  them  represented*  to  thepublfe.      "<   »  *?nr\ 

.   *..  .t   ,.    i* 

..  CAAS    I.— ^JLNSLADa^lfJU      .      t      ti  ^ 

.   Evidence  for  piusecutionj  dear  W  decisive,  rjjtejf, 
a*ito  cause  of  death.  .» ♦  f   .,•     ..*-   tit*) 

i  Attending  surgeon  swears  .fee  eertaia,  injurjae>nfn4 
(that  deceased  laboured  under  concussion  e/  tk$  brttbti 
|ie  bled  him,  and  bled  "him  again,  as  in  hie  judgment 
teemed  fit*  Days  after,  the  man  showed  symfteens  if 
fUHrivm  tremtm,  and  aittiuatety  died.  Sweats  injury 
causing  conenssion  was  the  cause  of  death*  ,  ••  ••  **• 
i  For  the  defence,  another  surgeon  is  called  and 
examined  as  to  the  propriety  of  bleeding  in  JtHubm 
ftemms.  Condemns  the  4>rectice ;  -  *  then  us  tied  he 
ihad  never  done  so,  dec,"  upon  whkh  cotmed'  Jer 
•defence  argues  that  deceased  died  of  she  doctor  and 
not  of  the  injury,  tlury  a<qpisseiiy*HK^s|e  -tut 
the  prisoner. 

The  following  qnestions  arise  out  of  this  ease* 
award  the  laurels  as  you  may.  Is  bleeding  'proper 
in  concussion  ?  Might  not  delirium  frcmajir  follow 
concussion  ?  If  so,  does  that  militate  against  'the 
proper'  treatment  of  conenssion  existing  ner  se/  Is 
bleeding  to  be  condemned  even.,  in  pare  <WiHewJ 
tremens  altogether?  To  this  I  answer  no.  i\*m 
produce  cases  so  treated  successfully  5  one,  that  af  a 
nnulicai  practitioner,  who  recovered  to  adopt  a  Into' 
practice  in  more  than  one  case.  '  -   * 

CASS   II*— ACTION  fOR  DAHAOX8., 

By  careless  driving  of  demandant's  servant*  ptauOUTs 
wife- is  unset  and  injured. 

Two  medical  witnesses  swear  to  a  oWocedion  at  the 
tacro-iliac  tytsni^ets,  though  it  is  in  evidence  that  the 
injured  party  walked  .from  the  middle  to  the  aide  id 
the  road,  immediately  after  the  accident  withtat 
help. 

For  the  defence  a  deservedly  eminent  surgeon  swears 
the  Injury  described  to  be  almost  iiauaeafote  t  huoan- 
not  conceive  Its  occurrence  except**  ebine  dreuoYdl 
effort  of  machinery. 

Another  surgeon,  called  to  prove  much,— at  the 
existence  of  venereal  dfeeese  ef  •  lobs/  standings  *W., 
whereby*  tt  wee  ^Mlble  at  the  end  of « ten  or  caulee" 
adouths  petJint  tasgbt  be  be<  Mrtduea'ftUiu  uunumi'  of 
tiMbasMa,i^th0tt  any  smjaijj"  nstsuUe  the-  jury  sat 


1  to  contend.  •  Amongst 
thuss  ■sagfatfliu  uMtttiaaedj  fret,  an  opinion  ^wy  pre- ) 
,  at  'leant  I  presume  an,  from  hearing  4t  often 
t  skat  medical  men  make  bad,  someca*  the 
Hera  then*  a  prefuidiee  meeUt'hfra  at 
the  in— 1 1  >6eaondly,  mt  htm  aoeul*  himself  aver  no 
wuilj<thui  eiuurueassuptluttbya  gveaf  portion  of  the 
neussyvuk,  tisst  euu*kUfed  for  the  public  gutferetty,  be 
wiM*e .00  misreported,  that  though  be  proves  him- 
self a  philosopher,  be  will  be  painted  a  poltroon.  In 
eases  of  peculiar  interest  only,  wfll  he  be  correctly 
represented  by  a  special  reporter,'  who  alone  is  capable 
c/jntuJhg  medfaal  evidenced  an  intelligible  form. 

To  come  to  the  most  frequent  arena  for  the  display 
of  medico-legal  knowledge,  viz.,  the  Coroner's  Court, 
what  meets  the  witness  here  ?  Too  often  indeed  an 
ismmsmt  jeryv  with  mlndu  already  prejudiced  by  the 
tap-room  conversation  they  have  just  left,  to  whom  at 
an  early  stage  of  the i  proceedings,  the  doctor  frequently, 
as  a  matter  of  policy,  confesses  himself  guilty  of  some 
gjsnja  ahOuidllj,  such  for  instance,  as  having  attempted 
to  bleed  a  corpse,  though  he  had  good  reason  pre- 
viously to  suppose  that  every  drop  of  the  heart's  blood 
bad  been  already  poured  out  in  deluging  some  vital 
organ,  per  chance  the  heart  itself.  Considering  how 
matters  in  this  court  are,  in  numerous  instances,  con- 
-tow.'ollen  must-  ft  occur  to  the  medical 
that  instead  otaidiBg,  aa  he  supposed,  in  a 
inuratisjaruiu,  he  baa  only  been  flaying  a  part 
in  4i  aatisfrconatc.  fence.  . 

.  Jo,  scfompany^asm  to  the  higher  courts  of  justice, 
fjrfsexaue  taxmed,  here  the  business  assumes  a  very 
sokmn  chasacter  j  he  hi  placed  iii  the  witness  box,  end 
sworn  to  speak  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing 
but  the  truth ;  and  the  said  truth  appears  to  be  drawn 
out  front  him  as  mildly  as  milk  from  the  coeoa*mrt; 
but  flow  it  never  so  sweetly,  a  gathering,  storm  is  at 
IsusaVwhieh  ahull  curdss  in  all  to<uusttjr  this  va-gin 
sailMf  trn^jh.  It  butsts,  and  the  witness  is  taken  all 
afcankt  and  dsiueu  completely  on  the  opposite  tack;  all 
Um  ingenuity  of  man  is  employed  to  compel  him  to 
speak— not  the  truth,  but  the  very  reverse  of  it,  at  all 
events  to  suppress  it,  so  far  as  the  case  in  point  is  con- 
cerned f  but  to  speak  the  truth  as  HteraHy  as  he  will,  so 
fl*sn>lttee*»todeareefc^  of 

hie  pbftsainu  gsanrilry, thereby  eouomning  the  dogma, 
"medical  men  are  bad  witnesses."  For  the  lawyer 
to>  heat  the  doctor  with  his.owo  weapons  is  a  triumph 
of  course.  If  fairly  beaten,  well  and  good  5  we  can 
justly  subscribe  to  the  verdict  of  the  sapient  jury,  who 
acquitted  a  man  of  the  murder  of  bis  wife,  on  the 
ground  that-"  It  ear**  her  goo*  justice." 
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•a*  fsdaljmlfr  ria,,  that be  himself  gets  drank  three 
tfcwffe.  •  day,  frequently.  Verdict  for  the  plaintiff; 
damagae  £to%  thottg h  It  wu  notorious  that  no  injury 


It  to  wormy  of  Femarfc  that  the  didhndant  thaltougu  J 
aoaesoi th*}arors  {hto  laighfcnuaa)  with  whom  be  was 
■aaa*eJsev,a»d  Shea*  (theeaa*  leaned  o*er  one  day) 
case*,}*  eeatact,  with  the  actual  jury,  and  did  not  fail 
10  mpraaaat  tjle,  indignity  offered  to  the  attending  jury- 
■fl|.ns  a  bod),  as  worthy  of  reseutmenk. 

9udo>ei  Buses  j  death  jay  eight  feouni  no  medical 
witness  called ;  a  female  attendant  volunteers  evidence 
of  apoplexy  ;  heard  doctor  say  so.  Verdict,  apoplexy, 
tf ecucal  evidence,  and  a  pott-motiem'  examination; 
would  hire  cleared  op  some  'snspirtonr  touuecVed  wMi 
tlnacs*:'  '~ 

oast  nr.— iNUtJxsir. 
Sodden  death  5  surgeon  attributes  death  to  rupture 
of  aome  Mood-vanaai  insnraillji  opened  -  rein  in  the 
ana;  no  blood  wonld  flow.    Verdict— Died  by  the 
vtoitation,  Ac. 
Qnery*^Wp>  opening  a  superficial  veil*  ever  cjose  a 
i  in  an  internal  artery*  or  if  it  will,  will  it 
tMcextrirraa&ted  bjopd  to  its  wonted  course, 
I  the  deserted  via  vitw. 

..i  it  .ijit«a.M(  y.T^irojumrr. ,,    . 
Mysterious  death  alter  a  few  hours  illness ;  surgepn 
soa*f  tfcate^deftp^aa^leary ;   every  evidence  of 
*?  aaujfeaa^BjaaoYjcuj^^  brain,  *.  a 

\  aaaiinioiiftAe.  brain  at  ju)e 
waah  t*iy ******* iM&am^tfdtfwsd  fouery 

es*asd*ib*s«l«ueco*fto  »  jaw* 

»  lisaatedjete  aauaa;  o{,  death.  The 
hJajm0aswa*6«en,  ponsijerabto  external 
»ioa>MttiWB«^4vahal«bty  it  might  have  been 
**»  laajaajaA  oaueaa,  as  excitement,  but  this 
}ltttftajoajcttio*  The  surgeon,  in 
asnwssf.aojae»aaiwiaa>Pm  Jta;  owner,  stated  that  the 
haMJaana»nat,Jseire4>ee»j^ioied  .about  twelve  hours. 
Vasdial,  ffJeWinaja>giaaytm>of  the  brain,  but  there 
to  not  ajaffriiEfc-.^aswa  todajarjniao.hy  what  means 


awjfiehoufrHw  uandie*.  ,  They  $od  that  of  which 
i  vwW'JMtureo/  the  brain,"  hn^ 
■■wtw^mfv^m^Mf .  **t^  ^^^^»enie^e 
eesttQii0«DVsee\|fa^  a>We,,waa1ab|Uo4ai^ewaea^ 
ham  imh  mm  eensed.ng^-by  djffoecdor  effuaed  Wood, 
seal flajs)  tfce.euaanoa  swears  must  bare  been  cauae/\ 
fey  tesaieieaaftls  external  violence;  a  statement  aome- 
waaw  esnaeawJtenlwith  too  aubseoucat  admiaaioa  that 
to  seta**  haw*  been  ocoasioned  by  natural  causes, 
'The  itoenei  precise  time  which  the  bmiaea  must  have 
iflicted  to  *el*er  finedrawn  evidence,  but 
>*jtoh*Jittto 


with  a  conviction  that  hto  injuries  were  mm  tat,  to 
me  effect  that  the  aaiff  injuriae  were,  caused  by.  hto, 
own  folly  in  attempting tudanoe  wbamkanf  irtnwica|an\ , 
wbentwy-hojatti  jgstmf  an,  iron,  bcdHjsacuj,  z?|M^Jfy 
pointed  ouV*M  which  tmfft  marfcaof  ty©^^  &3ie; 
ixed,  coul4.  not  have  been  used  mnrdero^ssV  ■**■*¥ 
otjier  person.    What  the  surgeon  Jkeard,  was  1 
I  suspect,  legal  and  admisa&bfo  evidence,  m 
have  prevented  an  absurd  vurdiet. 

In  conclusion,  I  wDl  refer  to  n  few  cases  wtucfci 
b#  paralleled  in  almost  awy  of  the  daily  \ 
they  <am<  inaieedimtb/  nenceeVrbUt  * 
bsadtod  and  conusant**  sgsm,  tuna,  earn  fR  H,;flt, 

wue^fc  I  unun^n^i^Ww     "^'wlwup  o^^je^  #  ^sjej^uaw  A)4weM*^*^,  u^r  n  W^IV^f^aHK  ,  . 

precaution*.  .  These  cases   wUl   be   found   in  /tap 
PrmmeUl  Medial  Joutml,  in  the  numbers  dated  at 
followa :— April  8, 1843,  page  31 ;  May  6,  lSa^iaagw 
106;  March  8, 1844,  page  430;  March;  e*  lWnjiatgo  , 
476;  Aprtf  W9 1844, page  l»j  Asrilt7, Wl^aaejeja  n> 
ttcporta  aswh  as  theae,  ljventarexaiaanv  lienaato  Iway^ 
might  new  enmaaand  so  much  aeMf,  |uu>e%j|aia^of 
ojelnihataaaanmidaniawif  aayttoar^hreavfltajefr 
tbanotkeof  the  proftnaioA  through  the.ane^^of 
liieuiedical  journals.  *.»«»:-.^. 

I  am,  Su*, 
Your  obedient  esrvant,         •■•    *"*'**• 
A  PROVINCIAL  SI 


PROVINCIAL  ' 

iftlcftUal  &  Surgical  Ssuriuit^ 

WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER  II,  184V 


CASK  Wi.— IMaCttT. 


Myaterfoua  death,  Tne  aurgeon  ewore  to  the  injuries 
Of  the  heed  causing  death ;  had  attended  before  the 
patient  became  insensible ;  in  giving  his  evidence  aaid, 
44 1  heard,'9  but  was  immediately  checked,  with  the 
reentry  we  waotto  know  nothing  tbat  you  aenraT» 
Verdict, ,"  Murder  against  tome  neraona  unknown^ 

What  the  aumun  Aeerrf  was  a  voluntary 


What  the  eurgao*  Aecrrf  wis  a  roluntary  state- 
^^  aaant  niadeby  the  defeased  in  hto  pettoct  seaass,  but 


To  watch  the  great  drama  of  birta*w  eltlstoaJd,^ 
could  we  abstract  ourselves  from  tbe  fURa?  ^AdenV1 
as  actors  tbereM,  we  ate  eadh  of  Hul  In^MaVIffet' 
ceiled  upon  to  play,  would  afford  manjF^^ulrVJow 
and  instructive  lesson.  There  are  c^e&ettndfulrcue, 
as  well  as  tragedies,  political  j  and  matrya  4oKnentfe 
or  social  interlude  gives  variety  aiui  ******* 'to'hVr 
passing  scene.  None  of  the  btndn^hW^lhVll1 
transacted  without  the  Interwc^wtf  ^W'm^t 
schemer  t6t  stage  enwet  5  th%  fi  eMnsttnWVnHng  of 
some  wonM.be  Roseius,  *rxW  w^Jnfs^'et^dB 
designing  and  seh^inteTea^na^eafoT;  •*»>  *  -4*  v 

It  could  scarcer/  be  eipected,  when  frtmliO^Baf 
private  matters  never  Aril  to  otil  fortfautfa*  1 
passion  for  atage  display,  that  the  j 
by  the  discossten  of  our  nfedical  ftoNlw 
iwikMnn  ttnoccnpiod  by  Rke-  eSnnwRolnsv  !  It*' 
too  much  to  sopnose  that  a  calm  ihld 
tone  of  concreting  the  dbcuairiorj  cowW  nwthne%ll. 
out  preserved.  The  theatre  medical,  ^aa  wtR 
trtry  other  theatre,  political  or 
have  itoseflc^onric  rant,  andthetnwwHi 
com©  for  the  appcuraoee  of  the  1 
the  stage.        •    *  *  '   %  *a  ->>  1 

THe  editnr  of  one  of  out  n^ielewMhl  1 
rariea  has  condescended'  to  take  hfok  ! 
partfortbeamusententoTthe  ajfc  iHthil  f*mj  # 
toitotbiaffmappeafattcuui  the  tmmtiL^iltk 


JUDICAL  HOTOCnON. 


vn 


it  be,  hie  la*  ?  At  WJ  rate^it  would  seem. to  be 
aetata!  for  Jut  ova  benefit,  before  hie  approaching 
sod  hn*l)ea**4aaJog  of  the  stage.   ,. 

What  then  lithe  cause  which  ha*  catted  forth 
this  mighty  effort  ?  It  is  simply  that  others  should 
have,  pienumed  to  think  aid  act.  in  their  own  con- 
eeraevwithQQt  reference  to  bis  advice  or  respect  for 
his  authority.  He  is  furious,  because  forsooth  the 
Provincial  Medical  Profession  jdo.  not  support 
him  an  he  wished,  io  bis  injudicious  and.  reddest 
opposfekm  to  Sir  James  Graham's  BttiV.  In  the, 
pleUtnDfe  of  bit  ire  he  endeavours  to  disturb  tha 
harmony  of  the  Provincial  Association,  and  andacP 
out!/  asserts  (hat  the  proceedings  of  that  flourish-' 
ittg  Society  show  no  sympathy  for  the  well-being  of 
thn^gunejal  practitioner.  ,  Truthfulness  is  so  rare 
an  ingrfdient.it)  the  journal  in  question*  tjiat  we 
doawtf  Jsjavei  a*  tins  fiction;  bat  we  may  appeal 
to  taw  *eor<*ed  proceedings  of  toe  Association 
to  iBow  that*  It  has  ever  adhered  to  Hs  original 
foundation,  anBiiae  throughout  its  course  made  the* 
maintenance  of  the  honour  and  respectability  of  the 
profession  one  of  its  leading  objects.  The  general 
practitioners  have  ever  been  the  most  numerous 
okas  of  members,  and  their  interests  have  conse- 
quently been  more  especially  an  object  of  regard. 

U  Is  needless  to  remind  those  who  have  observed 
UeVsYMdy  tAtafse  of  the  proceedings,  that  the  per- 
severing and  unwearied  efforts  of  the  Association 
through  its  Poor-Law  Committee,  have  mainly 
tenp^r  to,  those,  improvements  in  the  system  of 
Pqqftfcw  ine^icaL  relief  wbieb  bave  been  obtained 
aaetopeaultof  unceasing  application  to  the  House 
of  Counnona. 

What  also'  but  a  desire  to  benefit  the  general 
body  of  practitioners  has  induced  the  Association, 
tytn  Jts.  origin  to  the  present  time,  to  pay  so 
sjppej^attantiffly,and  to,  be  so  vigilant  in  attempting 
tn^pj?c^e4te  organisation  of  the  profession. 

%  WJmt,  again,  sinee  the  iiitrodaetum  of  Sir  James 
Qinbnm'affill,  has  been  the  course  pursued  ?  Has 
not  the  Association  totythe  Kt.  Hon.  Baronet  that 
fee.bai  foiled  in  bis  bill  to  give  that  due  considera- 
goato  the  general  practitioner  which  he  justly  can 

"   '  at    . 

not  thn  Association  petitioned  that  tfce 
raetitienew  should  be  represented  in  the 
Gannett  of  Health  r 

fias  not  the  Association  petitioned,  that  the 
genera]  practitioners  should  be  incorporated,  aa  a 
nutans  of  inereasiog  their  importance  ?  What  then 
ean  tfna  aacdjcal  jnosndiarv  moan  by  his  rfwlHfl{yiM 


fa  the  meantime  we  may  inqnire  what  proof  has  . 
the  Hop.  Member  ever  given  that  he  has  any 
iiriuence  in  the  Commons  House  of  Parliament  ? 
Whether  the  moral  force  of  his  public  nhuautu'  is 
such  an  to  procure  fog  him  thai  oatitntipn  wiiA  Is 
necessary  to  eonstHut*  him  a  leader?  Whether 
the  rancour  and  virulence  whielt  he  displays  aa 
Editor  of  the  hebdomadal  in  question,  is  any 
recommendation  ?— and  whether  he  has  hitherto, . 
in  his  place  in  the  House  of  Commons,  brought 
forward  a  bill  for  the 'better  regulation  of  tew 
medical  profession,  which  could  to  made-  aisjjawlir 
for  anj  such  object.     "'  "  '"••1 

Till  the  lion.'  Member  "can  answer  these  que*- * 
tions  .satisfactorily,  .the  provincial  profession  Will 
decline  to  entrust  their  cause  to  his  keeping*  and , 
treat  with  the  contempt  which  ^taey  deserve  both , 
histhi«a4sandlikmacMniUiQna. 


DERBY  MEETING. 
M  fc  D  t'C  AlT  PtLOT  K  CT  ION. 

f  [The  following  letter  was  seat  to  be  read  at  the 
perby  meeting,  bat  not  received  until  too  nun;  With 
the  permission  of  Bft  Cowan,  we  insert  it  la  the 
Journal;]  •*   -         •■■*»■  -o^im  tt  * 

Aeea^ttmu** *ewauu*» 
My  dear  8hv~ir  hoot  of  my  tewueta  aw*  aetata*- 
at  Ac  dch^erateoat  of  *¥»  Aamshvtltmi  aw  ilaWa ji  i  em 
the  important  qnesMoaef^ftsmal^slsJsrsAjl 
^  that  a  wise  an*  meiua 
Icharacterise  oar  preeeedhifv;  haa>I- 
anxious  fully  to  acknowledge  'the .' 
frntheMH.of  a  dttor****%+*m**r  t 
vests  by  a  more  efficient  and  ceneretta>t/  syawanwani 
what    has   hitherto  prevailed, 


But  not  content  with  appearing  in  bis  single 
eawaawtsw  as  editor,  be  must  also  appear  in  the 
hybrid  oast  el  editor  and  legislator,  and  threatens 
to  dimumaJ  /  aja)e  proceedings  of  the  Association 
J|ltUts>a^eXgeanaj|W)^  # 


not  in  the  least  dhtthush  thefr  ann%ehin£aejdiaiiseuB» 
promising  hostility,  to  the  withdrawing  of  -even  chat 
Ismail  amount  "bf  legislative  prateetma  which  we  atw/ 
be  said  at  present  to  potstss,. rasher  than  toetjetv 

Having  for  years  devoted  much  time 
as  the  members  are  aware,  to  the  >soh}eet « 
empiricism,  I  have  never  seen  state* '  to  altar  any 
eWtettoni  as  to  thtfjiawini  aiid-awaltae  'aaenss**"#f 
restrictions  upon  un4aaSMI  pr***awjf  wae*aav*  ism 
satisfied  ss  to  the  etlciency  an*  piauskauttHy  4s^ssaw> 
latfve  enactments.  The  abstract  mfffmb*  of  quaek* 
eryis  manifestly  a  phantom,  hut  lis  a%n**ava*»  and' 
JMfeflo*  are  equally  certain  and  easy,  ^atetbijsnw 
so,  I  would  stffl  urge  the  propriety  of  legal  protection, 
as  conferring  a  moral  respectability  upon  the  pro* 
fession,  which  it  cannot  otherwise  possess. 

We  have  a  right  to  dtmmd  ft  on  the  vary  fveuaeV 
of  our  compliance  with  Qualifying  enactments,  and  on 
the  position  we  maintain  as  legalised  guardians  of  the 
public  health.  To  what  extent  law  can  interfere  in 
arresting  the  evil,  ought  not  to  be  the  question,  but 
whether  the  principles  of  consistent  legislation  do  not 
require  such  an  effort  to  be  majle.  * 

.A*  to  the  hackneyed  theme  of  popular"  edncaalpn, 
becoming  its  own  protection,  and  the  ittorbid  enure* 
.htoeioa  of  undue  interference*  with  the  wty^ 


5fc 


ftOVAL  SOCtETY  OV  AlWHECiUUBS, 


I ennless'hryh^hoVtohave patience  to  disprove;  tnt 
foto*rkeinf  too  eyidentfycontrmdictedbyall  experi- 
cnW*t^iJ»se  indent,  and  the  litter  principle 
■**»* #t#ttftHe<l  byjpotsetiiigsnadieal  amnge-. 
«#MillMoil^iD^oil»rpeDAlmgiat#tioiK  The  object 
it  not  t»*itettere  with  each  man  doctoring  himself  as 
ho  may  Jotkp  best,  nor  to  prevent  those  frequently 
Injurious  'efforts  of  the  unskilful  benevolent  for  the 
relief  or  cure  of  disease ;  bttt  to  put  an  end  to  open 
tradkag  In  physic,  to  expose  an  individual  to  easily 
is*ft*»<t>*N»  and1  penalties  who  is  convicted  of  so 
dsnng,  and  to  withdraw  all  span  Gmmrmmt  tametiam 
misfm^imh^^^^w^imA^^^  trf  meeacine. 
Lot  imisnjiiofiii  practice  of  the  mtKfcensed  be  treated 
as  a  common  misdemeanour;:  ahobah  all  stamp  and 
patent  medicines,  except  such  whose  composition  is 
known,  and  their  value  ascertained  ;  and  block  up  the 
avennes^f  the  prew  to  anjiionncenjtntt  which  sow  not 
consistent  with  the  popular  Welfare,  and  not  sanctioned 
by  the  Central  Board.  Let  district  officers  be  appointed 
to  notice  offences  against  metifce)  regulations,  and  let 
die  qualified,  at  least,  practise  with  the  outward  sem- 
blance of  legahity  in  their  favour.  As  to  the  loss  of 
revenue,  we  can  sqpnly  It  by  a  tax  upon  ourselves,  but 
if  not,  W  are*  bbnnd1  to  protest  iri  behatro'r  the  public 
and  ourselves,  against  the'  removal  of  existing  protec- 
flson,  dtidw  araana  more  stringent  and  efficient  mea- 

ri4Wle  tie  aoafe  of  my  thoughts  very  hurriedly  stated, 
hut  I  have  deemed  It  right  thus  far  to  express. my 
<«*»»**  Utfwhtftesqbjert  being  one  of great  public  and 


1st.  Atl  restriction  upon  unqualified 
is  removed. 

tod.  He  nr  virtually  fepftad  of*<be  nower  tf  aft*. 
smg his  own  ehus.     -       '•'   ',r  on  *  u"  v|  *■«*•»*•# 


tffliafcat&httlottlsnow  by  arthe  most  influential 
stssirtllKrit  in  existent  and  the  members  must  he 
■nnnislilinis  In  receding  in  the  least  from  that  fun 
asattW^Teqnfrfetoftat  which  the  interests  of  ail  most 
H*$mW*i)  demand.  We  had  better  postpone  the 
daw  oY^reibrm,  than  hasten  its  approach  by  half  men* 
sminVaid-andne  compliances. 

1  feeBeve  me,  my  dear  Sir,. 

Yours  very  truly, 

CHARLES  COWAN. 
Ts  Dr.  Streeten. 


s^OsX>nALT04NCOJtPORATETHE  EIGHTEEN 

>TrrOCSAN0  LfCE>mA^  OP  THE  HA^ 

INTO  A  ftCTVAL  COLLEGE!  OF  APOT3KCV 


TO  TH9  1*1*0*  ttF'tU  PftbVINClAL  MKDICAL  A  WD 
,*  SVnOlCAl,  JO0KKAL,  ' 

fSin, 
'  The  contemplated  degradation  and  ruin  of  the  sur- 
ffBDttvapbtbecary,  by  the  proposed  enactments  of  Sir 
James  Graham's  Bill,  are  so  palpable  and  so  generally 
acknowledged,  that  it  appeal*  quite  sut>erffuous  to 
attempt  the  esublishment  of  a  case.  Whether  this 
impending  degradation  and  ruin  he  accidental,  (which 
it  is  barely  possible  to  believe,)  or  hrtentifttat,  it  i*  of 
little  moment  to  enquire,  the  /*#ts  All  with  which  si 
the  present  juncture  we  have  Anything  to  do;  and  tkaf 
does  not  appear  to  adsnit  Of  douot ;  I  Will,  however,  for 
sntMactihn'a  set*,1  briefly  set  dowti  #h«t  to  contettf* 
plated  for  fht  surfsbn-afftaecSf},  by  the  Impending 


3rd.  Tlie  taw  takes  from  him  his  present  titles  sao* 
gives  aim  nothing,  or  as  good  as  nothings  in  f^ffr—fl* 

For  he  finds  himself  excluded  fttwn  the  council, 
excluded  from  any  share  in  determining  the  education 
or  influencing  the  character  of  the  examination  "of  ah 
own  class;  Without  ^ny  real  Vareicfpitf^  In  fce  eifcit 
sssMowltself  5'  ted  Strtegards  ttnV  future  ticeatinV/flfe 
his  edncntion  and  examination  have  been  aWftifl* 
She'  ffshhwas  of  ^ystekhs-  and  ^intesai,  the:  bfli 
seo*nM»)n*na»fftJ»tii»*»^ 

There  is  a  point  in  medical  practice  alike  Una&a  to 
all,  which  ooenrs  when  the  practS tftmer  ba?msde  him- 
self master  of  the  case,  and  the  point  is  this— whit  n 
to  be  done  ?  That  the  case  before  us  admits  of  as 
easy  and  certain  remedy,  I  have-no  doubt  Thst 
remedy  is  Mcev^svrnWen*  Drv  Wsjbssssv*ans\  flpa, 
and  an  anooymoua  writer  in  the  %Ismsa^na«wssasliD* 
corporation  of  the  an  none!  neaanjfioananhn^»^is^ 
College  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  .M  Withsil4tn*esae 
to  these  respectable,  individuals*  I  sm  daoidedlysf 
opinion  that  any  and  every  attempt  to  eatabhefa  ittdu 
body  would  fail— utterly  fail  §  the  attempt  was  nude, 
vigorously  made,  more  thai  thirty  yean  •ago?  sad 
failed.  The  Apothecaries'  Act  was  hsaosd/Shs  saw? 
sejananae  of  that  movement  and  the  ana)  susstisnitapj , 
The,  great  impedtownt  to  .the  4ntter|ri*jras~J«t 
same  which  exiaU  at  the  present  time,  with  the  enam- 
tion  that  it  is  infinitely  more  formidable  and  nanny 
nabic.  The  prpposed  institution  would  bearsatf* 
the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons.  Who  easier  »<*** 
ment  doubt  the  influence  of  this  tod?  a  «*©  oiadnsht 
but  that  that  influence^  wouUhn  ta^sisntfJnsnnnwdt 
who  m  the  present  state  of  our  affairs  can  dSjasftftst 
that  that  influence  woald.be  snJfessnJ)  So^hsMss 
utmost  endeavours  of  its  enemiat.to  mm  H»  *steb]ut> 
ment? 

In  my  humble  opinion  Mas  at  ft**  theeaaie#>?<fcat 
with  your  leave  I  will  now  tell  jtoufe  what  the  iSSMfly' 
does  really  consist,  against  which  no  suchbfsn^snnnv 
need  be  apprehended  »  the,  sntje  an4cst>f»  sfaa)*f 
which,  is  such  as  not  tp,  be  ^^njstioped  ^  jajs)sis»  W 
reasonable,  so  Jusfe  an^  so  espacisi^lHaW. .^^ 
case,  that  not  even  the  framens  oltheUfLCl  n^ipsst. 
jto  write  the  accursed  bill)  shall  be  found  to  htis 
courage  to  refuse,  If  vigorously  sought  and  sapaVd 
'for  without  delay,  *  »♦«***' 

*tlie '  remedy  I  have  to  propose,  is  ths>insosnonnini 
of  the  eighteen  thousand  Ljpafn%sns  ni,<|hs«lisJm 
into  a  "Royal  College  0/  ApotMnafii,"  and «tt 
change  the  name  of  the  trading.  c*>mnam/,Jsfftflne 
u  Worthirful  Company  of  Ckermstt  and  &#§*&'.  fy 
this  simple  means  we  obtain  what  is  clearlj jmnnnji 
a  third  Htatis  In  the  medical  fostftntfotoT  of  the 
country  ;  hot  the  anomalous  mongrel  sjn4  of  hnng 
proposed  to  be  created  by  the  bill  mthe i'aaaanaisf 
the  Licentiates  in  Medicine  aas\  8»qim>**\1** 
education,  the  proyhuans,  of 
and  unsatisfactory  y  but  a  jckarjy 
throughly  educated  body  of  w' 
•to  whom  the'  community  are 
without  the  Undone!  qua^chAn 


SIR  JAMBS  GRAttAOTS  MBBfCAL  KCL. 


*ft 


bars  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  shall  be  in 
every  way  **rv*y  of  the  rat/erf  cfthelr^leagttesand 
of  ewMfe  cmfMmc*.  This  Royal  CoUege  of  Apothe- 
caries most  have  Meoth^  the  eanse  power  and  con^, 
ttol  over  the  education  Of  their  dass  as  in  enjoyed  ha- 
tha other  institutions ;  they  most  have  a  voice  in  the 
Ccnnbil  of  Health,  and  in  every  respect  be  placed  on 
the  same  footing  as  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeon*.. 
They  must  hare  a  Coni^^d  a  Coast  of  Ejnuousars, 
ulUhe  fssjaent  Ucentiatee  aasat  be  member*  and  >  all 
eligible  to  be  elected  to  fill  the  offices  of  the  institu- 
tion. Candidates  having  passed  their  ensmnmsmn,  to 
beentitled  to  niembecehip  and  the  required  <*  setters 
testimonial.", 

TbisRoyal  College  QfApoOiawieabsiogaa^alfahad, 
the  medical  institutions  of.  the  country  wosnaVsjtund 


r.    TteRoya*  College  of  Physicians. 
>«.-.»  Suigeona. 

.(.,,•  n  Apotheearies. 

.it  .      >t  Chemistry. 

Tate  chemists  have already  oMafned  a  Royal  Charter 
of  lnawaaiaalsm . Wonld  the  Hat  be  improved  by  etastag 
theAimshecaries*  Whether*  the  Apothecaries  done 
thsfettney  shaadd  be  so*  signally  victimised?  The 
pahMecuMDt  4o  without  then;  and  though  the 
ApolhirnsirV  Act  be  repealed,  mpotfaeeariesmiH  still 
cotimif,  though  a  degrmded  order.  Let  them  be 
incorporated  as  I  have  suggested,  and  then  the  work  of 
legislation  will  be  comparatively  easy ;  at  any  rate  the 
even*  degradation  and  impendmg  rate  with  which  we 
ana  *q  fearfully  threatened,  would  be  averted,  and  the 
coodition  of  our  order  greatly  improved.  Should  the 
licentiates  of  the  hall  (for  it  is  to  them  that  I  more 
particularly  address  myself)  be  of  the  same  opinion,  I 
any,  1st  na  earnestly  co-operate  for  the  attainment  of 
our  object.  The  inetititution  I  propose,  accomplishes, 
or  may  be  made  to  accomplish,  every  purpose.  It 
makes  the  profession  complete ;  it  supplies  all  the 
wemtsjof  the  public  j  it  makes  the  apothecary  respect- 
able (  and  gives  to  the'  general  practitioner  a  double 
claim  to  the  confidence  of  the  community.  It  leaves 
thft  frrovlttccof  pure  surgery  open  to  those  who  choose 
t*J*e)ow  it,  a*J  the  doctor  of  medicine  altogether 

If  nsaf  benrged  that  I  have  laid  the  foundation  of 
a«fe*d4Wrthe  "**«*#>  of  Apothecaries,"  by  prb- 
pouh^tothhoge  the  uWof  thel?  Cbmpany.  I  know 
ndt  how  that  may  be,  tor  I  have  had  nb  comspoudeiice 
with  them ;  but  if  they  are  sincere  in  the  last  paragraph 
ofttair  able  add  lucid  exposition  of  the  bill,  Which  has 
only  been  in  my  hands  a  few  days,  and  which  it  Is  the 
boafcden  duty  of  everyone  of  their  licentiates  to  read, 
aneVthe  perusal  off  which,  has  given  rise  to  this  letter, 
they  will  not  vexatiomty  oppose  any  }1an  affecting 
thesneelvee  in  so  slight  a  degree,  that  is  calculated  to 
promote  the  general  good. 

T*«  Society  of  Apothecaries,  rightly  considered,  are 
only  a  company  of  wholesale  and  retail  chemists  and 
druggists,  and  In  sober  honesty  should  have  no  objection 
to»t»e  change  proposed.  The  change  is  important,  as 
thereby  the  tW*  of  apothecary  is  made  more  respectable, 
•**  the  anomaly  of  a  Royal  College  of  Apothecaries,  and 
•  trading  Apothecaries'  Hall,  existing  simultaneously, 
**«M  not  otherwise  he  got  rid  of,— the  one  being,  as 
X  •  trading  <con*peny,  the  other  ea/insutu- 


tion  especially  devoted  to  the  prthmalgeMtm  of  i 
science. 

I  have  studiously  confined  myself  to  the  general 
principle ;  I  might  otherwise  have  extended  my  letter, 
already  long,  to  a  length  inconvenient  to  your  pafeee. 
lam  aware  that  the  proposition  wiU  come  in  the 
shape  of  a  novelty.  It  is,  however,  no  novelty  with 
me;  the  idea  has  prevailed  in  my  mind  since  thaJlft 
i>ubiicationofMTheBilUM 

I  am  Sir,  , 

Yoorohediefltaacviunk..  . 

Member  of  the  JU^  College  nf  hWaiannar  .*  :  » 
and  Licentiate  of  apotnsnsanss*  Mall 
.  Bewdlcy,  "Wo 


SIR  JAMB*  (MLAHAIwTS  MKNCAL  BILL. 

TO  Trtl  SDITOR  Or  TRB    PROVINCIAL  HKPlCAl  XtOS 


Sir,' 


8CROI0AX  JPVBJVAV 


Itis  curious  to  observe  how  the  opinions  of  medical 
men  differ  with  respect  to  the  Medical  Bill,  as  pro- 
posed bjrSir  James  Graham.'  and  with,  wlia t  <fc*eo*a t 
spirit  different  parties  in  the  profession  ejyui*ss,tihejs> 
opinions  on  it.  I  have  looked  on  without  taktjur  ass/ 
active  part  in  the  strife,  and  I  may  any,  oon/usioa  ^  msi 
I  think,  had  the  profession  taken-  nmrejtsne  to  deli* 
berate  upon  the  important  question  ,  befone  >  tl*ay 
decided,  there  would  have  been  more  tuufprovity;  |n  the 
oplhibrisof  all  those  who  do  not  (iejight  inonpMijtion. 
I  am  very,  much  mistaken  if  the  seajori  more,  rejecting 
and  better  informed1  of  general  prac&tiopejfo  j^ja^ 
before  'the'  bill  "comes  under  t(ie  consldepUon  of  {fee  ' 
Senate,  view  the  measure  as  beneficial  .'to  the  \roffa~ 
sion,  with  the  exception  of  the  omission  ojf  nenajtjjea 
for  irregular  practice.  I  do  not  see  .how  the  UH  can 
be  fatrly  objected  to ;  I  naye  Seen  no  ars>me^t  ittnonst 
ft  that  I  consider  valid;  I  hare  seen  plenty  that  I 
think  the  reverse.  The  only  penal  clansa  thathv  ha 
my  opinion,  possible  to  U  enforced;  must  benar 
praetiemg  for  rtsmd\  gratuitous  practice  cannot  be 
touched.  Yet,  rather  than  lose  the'bttl,  I  ^odld  take 
it  entire,  and  try  it.  It  will  not  be  like  the  laws  of  the 
Medes  and  Persians. 

My  opinion  hv  perhaps,  of  JrttJe^,>ortJ**^urtat 
nsrfessfcm,  but  such  e%st  ie,*  df  yen  ihkuY-ii  *t*lhr  of 
Notice,  perhaps  you  will  frvonr  it  with  a  place  in  year 
ttcellent  journal  »  •  ■    *  * 

I  am,  Sir,  yours  respectfully, 

JOSEPH  HOULTON, 
General  Practitioner;  Thkty-4brec  years 

Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons. 

London,  November  28, 1844.  *      ' 


SIR  JAMBS  GRAHAM'S  MEDfCAlr  ftltL.  ' 

MANCHESTER  MEETING. 

.  At  a  general  meeting  of  Medical  Praetftiowm,  of 
Manchester  and  Ha  neighbottrbood,  held  at  the  Town- 
kail,  on  Wedneaday,  November  6th,  for  the  purees  of 
Considering  the  provisions  of  Saf  James  Orshsm^ 
kMatal  Reform  Baij  Drv  Bavmney,  ^eo.,  !*'***»» 
\^\temo^*Hm*mi*^*toomdv^^  *+ 

Moved  by    Thomas  Turner,  Esq.,  F.R.C.S.,  LUuf* 


*t* 


feArtomnni  MSimMkr 


seconded  bj  John  Windsor,  Esq.,  F.R.G.S.  FX.8.:— 
*  list  this  meeting,  acknowledging  feelings  of  grati- 
tude towarda  $r  James  Graham  and  bis  colleagues  in 
the  Governnien^  fqr  the  introduction  of  a  bill  into 
tbe  House  of  Commons,  for  regulating  the  Medical 
Professioq,  cannot  but  express  its  surprise  and  regret 
at  the  character  of  certain  provisions  in  the  bill." 

by-  Br.  Lyon  and  seconded  by  James  E. 
.:— "That,    although   this   meeting 
of  tie  institutionrof  some  central  body  for  the 
of  the  profession,  it  cannot  regard  with 
meefostttution  of  the  pfopaaed  "  Council 
of  Health  and  Mfcefeal  RmssnJuvar  i»aesnj*h  ee:no 
lor  lepresontisjg.jbcanjpj  the  opinions 
hody  o/  jRnera)  n^aotitioneia," 


the 

Moved  by  William  James  Wilson,  Esq.,  RR.O&, 
and  seconded  by  Dr<  Radford  •—"That  Has  meeting 
is  glad  fb  Sea  recognised  )n  the  pro^eetd  ***serevtbe 
pc|aclpk  of  registration  of  the- duly  qunhwsd'arec- 
titioner,  but  regrets  the  absence  of  any  compulsory 
enactment  in  this  respect,'  as  thfs  omission  aJosald 
seriously  detract  from  the*  value  and  -utility  <of  the 
proceeding/* 


[  by  P*  H.  Scotland,  Esq.,  and  seconded  by  M. 
,  Es%  *-**  That  this  meeting  regrets  that  there 
huso  power  of  summary  punishment  of  those  who 
false*/*  pass  themselves  off*  as  licensed  practitioners, 
set  being  so  i  the  only  remedy  provided  being  the 
dtfacultone  of  indictment  for  misdemeanor/*  *' 

ItareeVts/Dr.  Jensttlmme*  Bardajsj,  F.L.S.J.  and 
eeetaded  by  l?ev  sfesaiuf  tf~*M  That  this  meeting; 
cannot  bus  see  an  the  .proposed  with4rawel,  of  all 
cfeotfvC  leaufotioa  upone  smejmlsfmd  practice,  a  defect 
so  important  as  to  nullify  any  prnfefcle.  benefit  to 
result  t*  *ep«^or.mei*x>fc*»iQD,  from  the.  ojher 
i  of  the  bill.w 


-Moved  ty  Jolm  Jesse,  fc*qJf  FJL«;;  end  secotided 
by  R.T.  Hunt,  Esq.  r-^That  she  foUoaung  petition, 
founded  upon  tae'ubOve  resolutions, be  adopted  by  this 
ineetm*;,  and  forwarded  to  Murk  MUUipa,  Esq*  MJ\, 
for  fcreaentatioti  to  theHmto  of  CMmeas/' 

"  To  the  Hdaenttebfe  the  Ponynons  of  tbe  Uiiiied  King- 
dom el  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Parliament 


"lWt*tiemnef 
Fomlfeieuntcf  Me4kinetee4  Margery  in  Manchester/ 
asjdth*n*ia«b<>orfc>od-- 

"Humbly  Showeth.— 

M  That  your  petitioners  have  long  felt  the  necessity 
Car-  e  w/ormia  tne  Medical  Profession,  and  were  pre- 
pared to  welcome,  with  cordiality,  the  introduction  of 
any  bill  into  your  Honourable  House  for  that  purpose; 
but  that  a  careful  perusal  of  certain  provisions  of  a 
bill  recently  introduced  by  Sir  James  Graham,  has 
occasioned  to  your  petitioners  disappointment  and 
regret. 

"That,  whilst  your  petitioners  approve  of  the 
institution  of  some  central  body  for  the  government 
of  the  profession,  they  cannot  regard  with  eetistfaetioo 
the  constitution  of  the  proposed  Council  of  Health 
asj4  MneVal  Education,  because  therein  Hat  interaste 
of  the  general  practitioner  are  not  adequately  repre* 


"  That  your  petitioners  are  glad  to  I 
the  proposed;  measure,  the  principle  of  i 
the  duly  qualified  practitioner;,  but  are'  of 
that  wiftout  .some  compulsory  enactment  in  tits 
respect,  the  value  and  utility  .of  the  proceeding  will 
be  materially  lessened.  . "     , 

M  That  your  petitionees  have  observed,  with  deep 
regret, .  the  proposal  to  withdraw  even  existing  restric- 
tions upon  unqualified  practice,  without  substituting 
any  effective  measure  for  the  punishment  or  prevention 
of  offences  in  this  respect;  an  omission  so  imports**** 
in  the  opinion  of  your  petitioners,  mb  to  nullify  any 
nrobabfc  benefit  to  result  to  the  public  or  the  profession 
from  other  parts  of  the  bill. 

•  "fin*  your  petitioners  humbly  pray  your  Honour- 
able  House  to  supply  these  several  defects  m  the  pro- 
posed  biU,  and  to  enact  a  law  that  shall  secure  her 
Majesty's  subjeetoas^iiiat  the  injurious  pretensions  of 
unqualified  persona,  protect  the  privileges  of  the  pro- 
perly educated  and  duly  licensed  practitioner,  and 
thereby  uphold  the  dignity  of  an  honourable  profession. 

"  And  your  petitioners  will  ever  pray/'  . 

Moved  by  A.  M.  Heath*  Esq.,  and  seconded,  *y  D. 
Noble,  Esq.:-44 That  deputations  be  appointed  to 
waknpon  the  Members  of  the  county  and  borough, 
and  upon  even  others  es  are  resident  in  the.  district, 
with  a  view  to  obtain  their  support,  in  their  olaces  in 
Parliament,  of  the  principles  embodied  in  the  fore- 
going resolutions/' 

Moved  by  George  Gardom,  Esq.,  and  seconded  by 
John  Walker,  Esq. :— "  That  the  following  gentieenen 
be  appointed  a  committee,  to  watch  the  progressed 
the  bill  in  Parliament,  vix. :— Dr.  Bardaley,  sen*,  Dr. 
Radford,  Dr.  J.  L.  Bardsley,  Dr.  Ashton,  Dr.  tenses*. 
Dr.  Lyon,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Windsor,  Mr.  Jesse,  Mr. 
Noble,  Mr.  Hunt,  Mr.  Walker,  Mr;  Rer,  Mr.  J.  A. 
Ransoms,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Hatton,  Mr.  Gardom,  Mr. 
Slack,  Mr.  John  Leigh,  Mr.  Turner,  Mr.  Dorrington, 
Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Soufhani,  Mr.  Nursaw,  Mr.  Bout- 
flower,  Dr.  Sattetthwaite,  with  power  to  add  to  their 
number/1 

Moved  by  Henry  Ker,  Esq.,  and  seconded  by  John 
Kenworthy,  Esq. :— "  That  this  meeting,  present  Its 
thanks  to  the  public  press,  for  so  ably  stipportang  the 
character  .and  the  efficiency  of  the  profession;  *e4 
more  especially  the  editors  of  the  Timet  "newSnaner, 
for  their  powerful  aig  in  the  present  crisr*?* 

ftnoted  byDr.  Ttmnsr,ef  Stoekport,  and  seconded 
by  Da*  Strange* of  Ashton :— "That  these resolution* 
befanrasdedto  the  following  periodicals,  via. :-1V 
fifnf  Messeei  Gmto,  and  fi  uelnoisf  Mmttiml  mad 
Aunaieaf  SenyumV  for  insertion ;  and  that  they  be 
advertised  in  the  Zones*  7nsjat,and  mall  the.  Mush 
cheater  unjpeas. 

(Signed) 

S.  A.  BARDSLEY,  M.D.,  Chiirman. 
Moved. by  Thomas  Turner,  Esq.,  F.R.C.S.,  ami 
seconded  by  Dr.  Lyon:— "That  the  cordial  thanks 
of  this  meeting  be  presented  to  Dr.  Berdsley,  for  the 
seal  he  has  invariably  evinced;  for  tbe  interests  of  Use 
profession,  and  for  his  able-  and  coujteoue  conduct  en 
the  chair  this  day. 

(Signed)         .     .  ,  a 

WM.  JA&-  WUMQH,  ¥Jb,C*Sv*Ck*mm. 


BLACKBURN  MEETING. 


591 


MACCLESFIELD  MEETING. 

At  4  meeting  of  the  Medical  Gentleman  of  Maccles* 
field,  and  the  neighbourhood,  held  on  Wednesday 
evening  November  £0 ;  Di\  Swan  wick,  President,  in 
tbe.Cbair.  .  /  '    ' 

P/esent;  Dr.  Brunett,  Mr.  Miners,  Mr.'  Laliemand, 
Mr.  Bland,  Mr.  Pirtb,  Mr.turner,  Mr.  ttewbold,  Mr. 
Mayer,  Mr.  Hopkins,  and  Mr.  Cleaveland.'  tt 

j&esolved  unaniously,— *  That  this  meeting  regards 
with  respectful  consideration  the  intentions  of  Govern* 
ment,  in  the  Bill  of  Sir  James  Graham,  for  elevating 
the.  character  of  the  Medical  Profession ;  though  ft 
deems  the  measure  seriously  defective  in  respect  to 
some  of  its  provisions. 

"  That  U  considers  tbe  constitution  of  tiie  '  Council 
of  Heetth  and  Medical  Education/  incomplete  and 
unsatisfactory ;  inasmuch  as  it  contains  no dtrefet recog- 
nition of  the  great  body  of  general  pnctitioeejrs. 

"That  the1  claims  of  the  Worshipful  the  Society  of 
Apothecaries  oh  the  respectful  attention  of  the  vary 
numerous  clasrof  Licentiates  practising  In  tMs  country* 
demand  from  this  meeting  a  special- notification,  in  any 
suggestions  that  msy  be  offered  by  it  to  the  Gover*> 
men^  for  the  modification  of  the  said  Bill. 
'  WiThat  the  registration  clauses  of  the  Bill  are  likely 
to  1j«  virtually  inoperative ;  because  they  embody  no 
compulsory  enactment,  in  order  to  a  general  adopt**. 
""That  the  withdrawal  of  existing  restrictions  on 
'unqualified  persons,  together  with  the  omission  of  a 
summary  mode  of  punishment  in  respect  to  unaccre- 
dited practitioners,  is  regarded  as  a  capital  defect  in 
the  said  Bill ;  as  it  tends  materially  to  affect  the  inter- 
ests end  respectability  of  the  profession,  and  the  health 
K  and  well-being  of  tbe  community  at  large. 

' "  That  a  petition,  expressive  of  these  opinions,  be  ov 
ties  mfeeUng  adopted,  and  forwarded  to  the  County 
end  Borough  Member*  to  be  by  them  presented  to 
the  Hoese  of  Commons." 


WARRINGTON  MEETING. 

A  meeting  of  the  Medical  Practitioners  of  the  Town, 
of  Warrington,  was  held  at  the  Dispensary,  on  Friday 
November.  22nd,  to  take  into  consideration  Sir  James 
.  Graham's  proposed  bill ;  and  after  resolutions  expres- 
sive of  satisfaction  with  those  provisions,  which  were 
v  calculated  to  improve  the  character  of  the  profession^ 
10  raise  the  staWanfof  tbe  education  of  its  membeeV 
to  establish  a  central  Council  of  Health,  and  tee 
registering  of  all  legally  authorised  practitioners,  they 
regretted*  that  the  HH  shouM  allow  mere  pretenders 
to  impose  upon  the  public,  end'  temper  with  the 
health  of  the  people,  and  expressed  their  opinion  that 
a  clause  should  be  added  for  tee  purpose  of  effectually 
and  speedily  checking  all  iBegal  end  nnnaslmed 
practice* 

Messrs..  Sharp  and  Robson  were  appointed  to  pre- 
.  pare  a  petition  founded  upon  the  above  resolutions, 
which  will  be  entrusted  to  the  care  of  J.  J.  Blackburne, 
.£*!*  Member  for  the  borough ;  and  it  was  resolved, 
that  both  he  and  J.  Wilson  Patten,  Esq.,  Member  for 
tbe  county,  should  be  respectfully  solicited  to  support 
the  prayer  of  the  petition. 

Dr.  Kendrick  and  Mr.  Sharp  were  requested  to 
confer  with  Mr.  Blackburne  and-  Mr.  Patten  on  tJJs 
objectionable  clauses  and  deficiencies  of  Sir  4 


Graham's  bill,  and  a  conversation  ensued  as  to  the 
best  means  of  obtaining  the  objects  sought  for.  It 
was  finally  resolved  that  this  meeting  pledges  itself 
collectively  and  individually,  to  further  the  objects  of 
the.  petition,  by  using  their  personal  influence  with 
the  Members  of  Parliament  in  the  neighbourhood,  and 
throng*  their  friends  who  msy  have  influence*  with 
those  at  a  distance, 

The  thanks  oX  tbe  meeting  were  voted'to  the  chair- 
man, Dr.  Kendrick,  who  stated  that  be  had  ihaft  day 
commenced  his  52nd  year  of  practice  in  the  touna,    * 


BLACKBURN  MEETING. 

At  a  peneret  mectinu;  of  Medical  Practitioners,  held 
tt'BKtckhwti,  «on  Wednesday,  November  13th,  John 
Cort,  Esq.,  intbe€tumv 

The  following  Retorations  were   carried   neeasV 


.  Me#cd  by  George  Stocks,  Esq.,  of Blackburn,  esjd 
seconded  by  Sam*wi  Wraith,,,  tya,^  of  Darwen,— 
u  Tbat.tiM  nseetjjstg  feels  deeply  the  necessity  of  great 
end  iieasedista,  improTament  jn  Jjbe  >*v  aa  affecting 
the  Medical  Profeastoo :  and  receives  with  lively  satis- 
faction Jta  evWence  tfseo  by,  Bis  James  Graham  la 
his  proposed  Medical  Bill,  of  bis  desire  to  promote 
Unit  improvement." 

Moved  by  James  .Thompson,  }2sq.,  M  JX,  of  Burn- 
leg,  and  seconded  by  Richard  Hindis,  Esq:,  M.B.,  of 
Sabdon  rr"  That,  while  the  present  meeting  approves 
.most  fully  of  a  General  Council  'ot  Health  *  asid 
Medical  Education,  as  calculated  to  reader  snore  con- 
sistent and  dignified  both  the  character  and  the  title 
of  the'  candidates  for  registration, 'it  cannot  yield  its 
assent  to  the  estabhehment  of  anjt  ceenejiv  wfaien. 
rejects  from  its  cotiselcntkin  the  great  and  rtseeststfe 
body  of  general  practitioners,  srom  jshoes  rbteflrffre 
fees' are  exacted,  ,and  who  are  in  a  ■osttios.to  fndor* 
stand  most  correctly  the  interest*  bote*/  iMoPuhUc 
and  the  profession.''  .,  ... 

Moved  by  Philip,  h^x^tf  tee  m#m 
Asylum,  end  seconded  hjt  Jojsaggaa  MnrJey^Es^.,  of 
Blackburn  *-!'  That  tipyja  meel^g^aoe^  to  record  tbe 
strongest  f  eating  of  hostility  tp,t^.nart  of  Sir  Vames 
Graham's  Bill,  w^fe.pronoses  to  annul  ail  restrictions 
hitherto  placed  upon  unqualified  practitioners,  as 
being  conceived  W  a  spirit  of  gjartng  aejj||aa^  Has 
medical  practitioner  les^ly^faetified,  atadse^snding 
directly  to  tbe  serious  injury  of  health,  end  she  exten- 
sive destruction  of  life,  of  the  puttie  generally.* 

Moved  by  James  Bailey,  Rtoj*  cf  JUsekbarn,  end 
seconded  by  Richard  Martnad*  Esq*  MJX,  of  Black- 
turn:— "That  this  mee^ng^uterij^  tbe  ^p,st  clear 
and  decided  conviction  that  restrictive  measures  are 
indispensible,  in  justice  alike  to  the  punHc*  and  to  the 
profession ;  end  that  the  only  beneficial  ami  effective 
means  of  this  character,  will  be  found  id  ttfe  power  of 
summary  conviction  and  punishment"  '1"  •-* 

Maeed  by,S.  E.  White,  Eso^  of  Burnley,  and 
seeoi^  by  Thoinaa  Dugdiue,  Eso^,  of  Blackburn  r— 
"  That*  this  meeting  wishes  to  express  its  strong  con* 
rietios*  that  fhe .  regujations  promulgated  by  the 
AjMhecaaies'  Society,  in.refercpre  to  the  course  of 
etaaiy,  Jiavsy,  tended. more  to  eaevats^the  profession, 
than  the  proceeding*  of  aqy  other^jeor^aje  bo4y  in 
the  tie*dej*,"  ,  .      Digitized  by  GuWIC 
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Moved  by  J.  S.  Birch,  Esq.,  of  Blackburn,  anc| 
seconded*  by  Robert  Wflding,  &q.,  of  Blackburn  :— • 
'"Jw  a  petition,  baaed  upon  the  foregoing  resolu- 
tions, be  drawn  up  and  aent  for  signature  to  each 
medical  man  in  the  Hundred  of  Blackburn — and  that 
a  copy  be  sent  to  the  Representatives  of  the  Northern 
Division  of  this  County,  accompanied  by  a  request 
that  J.  Wilson  Patten,  Esq,  will  present  it  to  the, 
House  of  Commons,  and  that  he  and  J.  Talbot 
Clifton,  Esq.,  will  support  its  prayer." 

Moved  by  Samuel  Wraith,  Esq.,  of  Darwen,  and 
seconded  by  —Wright,  Esq.,  of  Haslingdon :— "That 
a  deputation,  consisting  of  Dr.  Martland,  Messrs* 
Cort,  Stock*  and  Bailey,  be  appointed  to  wait  upon 
tU  Members  of  the  Borough  of  Blackburn  and 
Clkheroe,  to  present  to  each  a  copy  of  the  same 
petition,  and  earnestly  to  solicit  their  aid  in  support 
of  its  prayer." 

J.  CORT,  Chairman. 

The  thanks  of  the  meeting  were  voted  to  the 
BftiCors  of  die  Timet ,  Lancet t  Memos/  Gazette,  and 
Pmancinl  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  for  their 
able  advocacy  of  the  objects  which  the  meeting  had 
iu  view;  and  to  Mr.  Cort,  for  his  able  conduct  in  the 


JON.  MORLEY,  Hon.  Secretary. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OP  PHYSICIANS, 
EDINBURGH. 

At  the  anneal  election  meeting  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Physicians,  held  on  the  5th  instant,  the  following  gen- 
tlemen were  elected  oftce-bearersfcVthe  ensuing  year : 

Di.  Wiliam  Betiby,  President  $  Dr.  Robert  Renton, 
Vice-President;  Dr.  T.  H.  Davidson  and  Dr.  James 
Wood,  Censors ;  Dr.  Charles  Ransford,  Treasurer ;  Dr. 
David  Craigie,  Secretary ;  Dr. William  Seller,  Librarian; 
Dr.  Robert  Spittal,  Piscal ;  Dr.  James  Stark,  Keeper 
of  Museum;  Mr.  Kenneth  Mackenzie,  Clerk;  Mr. 
John  Small,  Under  Librarian;  Dr.  William  Beilby, 
Dr.  Robert  Ronton,  Dr.  T.  H.  Davidson,  Dr.  Robert 
Christison,  Dr.  David  Craigie,  Dr.  Charles  Ransford,  an# 
Dr.  George  Peterson,  Examiners  er  Foreign  Graduates. 

Edinburgh,  December  5th,  1844. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OP  SURGEONS  OP 
ENGLAND. 

11*  fim  examination  for  the  Fellowship  under  the 
new  Chatter  of  this  College,  commenced  on  Tuesday 
last.  Twenty-five  camiidaies  presented  themselves . 
The  sea  nit  of  the  examination  has  not  yet  reached  us, 
but  among  the  gentlemen  who  passed  on  this  occasion, 
were  Mr.  H.  W.  Ramsey,  of  Gloucester,  Mr.  John 
Soden,  of  Bath,  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Walsh,  of  Worcester. 

In  reply  to  the  question  which  has  been  put  to  us 
respecting  the  supposed  omission  of  Mr.  Crosse,  of 
Norwich*  senior  surgeon  to  the  Norfolk  and  Norwich 
Hospital,  from  the  Fellowship  of  the  College,  we  may 
state  that  there  is  no  foundation  whatever  for  the 
statements  of  a  contemporary  on  this  point.  Mr.  Crosse 
was  included  in  the  first  appointment  of  Fellows,  and 
stands  number  114  on  the  list— See  Provincial  Medi- 
cal Journal,  volume  7,  page  260. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Members  on  Friday,  December 
6,1*44:— O.  F.  D.  Evans;  £.  Hutchinson;  J.  A. 
Walmetey;  T.  fit.  Watt;  W,  H.  Meadows;  R.  Thorn- 
toll}  BLDoogfea, 


UNIVERSITY    OF   LONDON. 
DocTona  of  Manicure,  1844. 

Brtt  Division:  Edward  Ballard,  University  College  ; 
Joseph  Hulfett  Browne,  Guy's  Hospital ;  John  Jones 
Davies,  London  Hospital;  Tliomas  Inman,  Kins/a 
College ;  Waiiam  Jenner,  Umrersity  College ;  George 
Johnson,  King's  College;  Frederick  Robert  Manson, 
ditto  ;  Edward  Meryon,  University  College  ;  William 
Augustus  Raper,  ditto ;  George  Augustus  Ree%  St. 
Bartholomew's  Hospital ;  John  Snow,  Westminster 
Hospital;  Stephen  Henry  Ward,  London  Hospitals 
Edwin  King,  School  of  Physic  in  Ireland. 

Second  Division:  Patrick  Martin,  School  of  Physic 
in  Ireland. 

BAOHILOKI    OF    K1DIC1II. 

(Examination  for  Honours.) 

Physiology  and  Comparative  Jkmtemy:  R.  D. 
Harling,  (scholarship  and  gold  medal,)  University 
College;  H.  March  Webb,  (gold  medal,)  Gay's 
Hospital;  Charles  Henry  Felix  Routh,  Umrersity 
College ;  WUliam  Thomas  Edwards,  ditto;  Godwin 
William  Timms,  ditto;  WUliam  Bird  Herapath, 
Bristol  Medical  School,  and  London  Hospital ;  Edwin 
Hearne,  University  College. 

Surgery:  H.  March  Webb,  (scholarship  and  geld 
medal,)  Guy's  Hospital ;  Peter  Redmrne,  Surgeon's 
Square,  Edinburgh ;  William  Henry  Paraey,  King's 
College  ;  Edwin  Hearne,  University  College  j  William 
Bird  Herapath,  Bristol  Medical  School,  and  London 
Hospital. 

Medicine :  R.  D.  Harling,  (scholarship  and  gold 
medal,)  University  College;  Peter  Rediera,  (gold 
medal,)  Burgeon's  Square,  Edinburgh  ;  John 
Evans,  University  College ;  William  Henry  Parsey, 
King's  College;  Frederick  William  Marshall,  Uni- 
versity College;  William  Bird  Herapath,  Bristol 
Medical  School,  and  London  Hospital ;  Henry  March 
Webb,  Guy's  Hospital;  Godwin  William  Timma, 
University  College  ;  Edwin  Hearne,  ditto. 

Midmtfery :  WiDtam  Thomas  Ed  wanls,  (gold  aiedal,) 
Uurwrity  College;  Wjltiam  Bird  Herapath,  Bristol 
Medical  School,  and  London  Hospital ;  WDBam  Henry 
Parsey,  Kins/s  College ;  Henry  March  Webb,  Guy's 
Hospital. 

Vegetable  Physiology  and  Structural  Botany :  Henry 
March  Webb,  Guy's  Hospital ;  William  Bird  Herapath, 
Bristol  Medical  School,  and  London  Hospital    %„      .  - 


THE  LATE  DR.  4> ALTON 
This  celebrated  and  deeply  lamented 
has  left  the  sum  of  £2000  to  found  a 
of  Chemistry  at  Oxford. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Coinrnueicatfems  have  been  received  from  Dr.  CR. 

Hsll;H.;  M.R.C.S.;  Mr.  G.  King;  Dr.  Berten: 

Sb  John  Fife;  and  Mr. Carter. 
The  Critical  Analysis  of  the  Principal  Pacts  of  DufeeUe, 

will  be  continued  fu  our  next,  as   well  as  Mr. 

Carter's  letter,  the  second  part  of  which  is  in  type. 
It  is  requested  that  all  letters  and  communicntioan 

be  sent  to  Dr.  Streeten,  Poregate  Street,  Worcester. 

Parcels,  and  books  for  review,  may  be  addressed  to 

the  Editor  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 

(Journal,  care  of  Mr.  Churchill!  Princes  Street,  Soho, 
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REPORT  OF  CASES  OCCURRING  IN  HOSPITAL 
AND  PRIVATE  PRACTICE. 

By  PfcANCis  Elkington,  Esq.,  Surgeon  to  the 
Lying-in  Hospital,  Birmingham. 

The  frequent  occurrence  of  cases  similar  to  the 
following,  and  the  very  able  papers  which  have 
lately  been  written  on  the  subject,  leave  little  room 
for  comment;  but  I  nave  thought,  asfeithral  reports, 
they  might  offer  some  features  of  interest  If  the 
Editor  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal  should  think  them  worth  recording,  be  will 
be  kind  enough  to  publish  them  in  that  journal. 
FRANCIS  ELKINGTON. 

PHLEBITIS  FOLLOWED  BY  ABSCESS. 

Jan.  11, 1844.  I  was  requested  by  my  brother  to 
visit  Mrs.  Whittington,  aged  36,  mother  of  five 
children,  pregnant,  and  considers  herself  to  be 
seven  or  eight  months  advanced,  expecting  to  be 
confined  about  the  end  of  February.  She  baa  been, 
troubled  with  varicose  veins  of  the  legs  and  thighs 
nearly  ever  since  she  has  been  pregnant.  About  four 
or  five  weeks  ago  the  veins  began  to  inflame,  first  of 
the  right  leg,  and  then  of  the  thigh,  accompanied 
by  fever  and  great  constitutional  disturbance ;  the 
leg  and  thigh  were  repeatedly  leeched,  and  the 
case,  in  other  respects,  treated  in  the  most  active 
antiphlogistic  manner ;  the  left  labium  suppurated 
and  ulcerated  in  two  places.  About  three  weeks 
since  the  right  kip  began  to  swell ;  to-day  there  is 
a  large  noelHng  over  the  right  hip,  extending  to 
the  right  labium  in  front,  to  the  anus  posteriorly, 
and  nearly  as  high,  externally,  as  the  crista  ilii. 
On  examining  per  raginam,  there  was  found  con- 
siderable fulness  of  the  right  side ;  pushing  the 
side  of  the  vagina  inwards,  with  two  fingers  of  the 
Tight  hand  placed  against  the  vaginal  swelling,  and 
the  left  band  on  the  external  swelling,  and  applying 
pressure  alternately  with  each  hand,  a  fluctuation  was 
produced.  The  swelling  has  increased  rapidly  the 
last  two  days ;  externally  it  frels  boggy ;  the 
integuments  are  red,  and  in  the  centre  of  the 
swelling  they  are  of  a  very  deep  red,  almost  purple ; 
pube  130;  tongue  reddish;  has  bad  very  little 
sleep.  It  was  proposed  to  open  the  abscess,  but 
we  were  obliged  to  defer  it  till  the  next  day. 

Ho.  ss.  Dictator  18, 1844. 


12th.  Passed  a  restless  night;  pulse  190; 
dysuria ;  the  swelling  much  increased ;  skin  much 
discoloured.  An  opening  was  made,  and  a  quart 
of  dark  coloured  and  very  offensive  pus  discharged 
inn  strong  stream;  the  colour  of  the  discharge 
improved,  getting  more  healthy-looking  as  it 
flowed,  particularly  towards  the  last.  The  veins  of 
tbe  thigh  continue  cord-like,  and  as  hard  as  sticks* 
She  says  that  when  she  has  pressed  on  the  right 
buttock,  she  has  felt  a  sensation  as  though  there  was 
some  communication  with  the  abscess  in  the  left 
labium.  The  discharge  from  toe- left  labium  ceased 
after  the  external  abscess  was  opened. .  The  bladder 
was  emptied  with  the  catheter  -,  she  was  ordered  to 
take  a  mixture  with  aeooctiu*  of  ninsheos  and 
nitrio  acid,  mi  opiate  at  night*  port  wine  negos,  &e. 
She  said  that  she  had.  not  felt  the  child  lor  two  or 
three  dayv«nd  thought  it  was  dead ;  or*  applying 
the  stethoscope  to  the  abdomen,  the  placental 
souffle  was  heard  distinctly,  the  foetal  heart  acting 
very  feebly. 

13th.  Better;  slept  al)  night;  countenance 
much  improved ;  pulse  100  and  fuller  ;  swelling 
much  less*  a  .copious  sanguineous,  purulent  jim 
charge;  integuments,  still  discoloured,  ano\  there  i* 
some  hardness;  vagina}  swelling  less;  there  Is 
still  some  fluctuation  internally. 
-  loth.  Better  in  all  respects,  swelling  much  less. 

20th.  Improving. 
":mb.  Well. 

Feb.  1 2th.  Down  stairs,  and  attending  to  he*r 
domestic  affairs;  the  femoral  veins  are  less..  This 
case  is  interesting,  as  it  shows  the  amount  or  great 
extent  of  mischief  which  can  sometimes  be  borne. 

Feb.  21  at.  After  a  short  labour  she  was  delivered 
of  a  live  female  child,  about  seven  a,m.  My 
brother  was  called  to  her  about  six  o'clock;  when 
he  arrived  he  found  tbe  os  uteri  fully  dilated,  and 
the  head  beginning  to  press  on  the  perineum,  but 
the  os  externum  not  well  dilated ;  she  has  always 
bad  quick  labours ;  the  membranes  ruptured  just 
before  my  brother  got  there,  after  which  there  was 
a  slight  remission  of  pain  ;  she  bad  one  strmg  pain 
at  last,  and  felt  as  if  something  had  given  way ;  she 
felt  a  smarting.  On  making  an  examination  imme? 
diately  after  delivery,  nothing  wrong  was  dis. 
covered.   About  four  hours  after  delivery,  in  trying 
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CASB8  IN  PRIVATE  AND  HOSHTAL  PRACTICE. 


to  make  rater,  sbe  perceived  a  swelling  in  the 
right  labium,  which  has  rapidly  increased.  At  three 
o'clock  p.m.,  the  swelling  had  increased  to  nearly  the 
size  of  the  head  of  a  new-born  child ;  the  integiments 
were  ranch  discoloured,  and  on  the  inner  surface  of 
the  labium,  where  it  terminates  in  the  vagina,  were 
lacerated,  the  laceration  being  nearly  two  inches 
long,  and  extending  upwards  yery  nearly  to  the 
urethra  or  meatus ;  there  was  considerable  bleeding 
from  the  wound ;  pulse  100 ;  no  appearance  of 
exhaustion ;  uterus  well  contracted  ;  intestines 
much  distended  with  flatus  j  on  pressing  on  the 
outer  side  of  the  labium,  so  as  to  evert  its  inner 
surface/a  very  large  coagulum  was  turned  out  A 
piece  of  soft  sponge  was  then  placed  io  the  wound, 
a  soft  pad  applied  over  the  external  surface  of.  toe 
labium,  and  that  confined  by  means  of  a  bandage. 
A  catheter  was  introduced,  and  a  pint  of  urine 
drawn  off. 

22nd.  Comfortable ;  no  return  of  swelling. 

23rd.  Sponge  removed  j  no  return  of  hsejno- 
rbage;  better  in  herself.  From  this  date  she 
continued  toimprove,  and  was  down  stairs  March 
14th,  and  convalescent. 

V  ABSCESS  IN  THt  PBLVtS,  &C. 

Mia.  — ,  soon  after  marriage,  and  for  some 
time  before,  occasionally  complained  of  pain  in  the 
right  iliac  fossa  j  she  became  pregnant  and  aborted 
between  the  second  and  third  month ;  during  the 
time  she  was  pregnant  the  pain  was  more  frequent, 
but  there  was  no  hardness  nor  swelling  perceptible. 
She  says  she  miscarried  four  times  before  she  went 
her  full  time,  and  twice  since.  She  became 
pregnant  again,  and  went  her  full  period.  Her 
labour  was  lingering  and  severe ;  she  was  delivered 
with  the  forceps  of  a  still-born  male  child.  She  did 
very  well  till  about  the  seventh  or  eighth  day  ;  the 
pulse  then  became  quick ;  she  had  rigors,  followed 
by  a  smart  attack  o?  fever,  pain  in  tile  right  side, 
opposite  the  anterior  superior  spine  of  the  ilium, 
extending  some  way  both  above  and  below/* 
increased  by  pressure,  and  accompanied  by  fulness 
or  swelling,  constipation,  dysuria,  restlessness,, and 
great  constitutional  disturbance;  lochia  copious; 
plenty  of  milk. 

The  pains  and  pyrexia  continued  in  spite  of  all 
our  efforts  to  remove  it  by  leeches,  &c.  She 
had  retention  of  urine ;  rigors  every  day  or  two ; 
about  the  sixth  day  from  the  commencement  of  the 
attack  there  was  a  copious  discharge  of  pus,  ap- 
parently from  the  bladder.  On  introducing  the 
catheter,  after  the  urine  had  passed,  a  quantity  of 
thick  white  pus  followed  through  the  instrument  to 
the  extent  of  six  or  eight  ounces.  This  continued  to 
nearly  the  same  amount  each  time  the  catheter  was 
passed,  which  was  three  times  a  day  for  nearly  a 
fortnight  The  discharge  continued  more  or  less 
for  some  weeks,  gradually  getting  leas,  and 
nearly  always  following  the  urine*  or  mixed  with 
it  After  the.  djsehaige  commenced,  the  febrile 
symptoms  gradually  subsided,  and  she  slowly  re- 


covered. She  was  unable,  on  first  getting  up,  to 
mov*t  or  bear  any  weight  on,  her  right  thigh.  The 
lameness  continued  for  nearly  two  months;  she 
was  unable  to  bend  forwards.  After  she  had  re. 
euvered,  she  had,  nearly  every  month,  pains  sboat 
the  right  side  and  aching  in  the  back,  accompanied 
by  feverish  symptoms.  This  was  always  followed  by 
some  purulent  discbarge.  The  discharge  genarsly 
passed  from  the  meatus,  but  it  sometimes  appeared 
to  come  from  a  small  opening  by  the  side  of  the 
urethra,  although  an  ordinary  sized  probe  cosh* 
not  be  passed  into  it.  She  became  pregnant  a  dard 
time  j  during  the  early  part  of  it  sbe  was  much 
troubled  with  constipation  and  frequent  returns  «f 
the  discharge  of  pus.  After  quickening  sbe  was 
not  much  troubled.  After  a  lingering  labour  she 
was  again  delivered  of  a  dead  child,  apparently 
from  dropsy  of  the  amnion  and  disease  of  the  pla- 
centa. After  this  delivery  she  had  a  return  of  her 
former  sufferings,  but  in  a  much  less  degree.  Sbe 
bad  the  discharge,  periodically  as  before,  bat  some- 
times there  would  be  an  interval  of  two  or  three 
months. 

In  the  fourth  pregnancy  she  was  less  troubled; 
still  before  quickening  she  had  two  or  three  slight 
attacks,  followed  by  discharge.  Sbe  got  through 
this  pregnancy  better  than  the  two  former  ones. 
She  was  delivered  at  the  full  period.  The  child 
presented  with  the  breech,  and  there  was  consider- 
able delay  between  the  birth  of  the  breech  auitbe 
head,  consequently  the  child  was  not  alive.  She 
recovered  without  any  bad  symptom.  Sbe  bad 
after  each  confinement  a  very  copious  flow  of  milk, 
continuing  for  three  or  four  months. 

Sbe  became  pregnant  the  fifth  time,  went  her 
full  period,  and  had  a  living  child  iu  October,  1842. 
She  got  through  her  confinement  without  haviag 
any  untoward  symptom,  and  has  been  reniarkablj 
well  ever  since.  At  the  commencement  of  her 
last  pregnancy,  she  said  she  had  a  slight  discharge 
two  or  three  times,  but  unaccompanied  by  consti- 
tutional disturbance.  This  most  likely  was  a  case 
of  abscess  in  the  cellular  tissue  of  the  pelvis, 
making  its  exit  through  the  bladder.  It  is  probable 
that  the  inflammation  commenced  in  the  right 
ovary,  and  extended  to  the  cellular  tissue,  or  it 
might  have  been  encysted  abscess  of  the  ovary.   f 

Early  in  January,  1844,  sbe  again  became  preg- 
nant. I  saw  her  May  14th.  She  thought* 
was  then  gone  about  half  her  time.  Sbe  menstru- 
ated December  15th.  About  three  weeks  ago,  h 
April)  she  fell  down,  and  broke  one  of  the  ribs  oa 
the  light  aide,  since  then  she  has  had  (request 
pain  on  the  right  aide,  all  over  it,  and  extending » 
the  thigh,  the  pains  frequently  shooting.  Sfae*fi 
that  one  half  of  the  body  feels  difcrently  to  «* 
other,  taking  it  from  the  middle  of  the  spine  to  the 
sternum,  &c  Sbe  has  freest  shooting  pai»fr» 
the  aaorune  to  the  pnbis.    On  Saturday  afo  m 

she  went  to  bed;  in  the  night  she  was  m&W* 
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sodden  discharge  of  a  purulent  character,  and 
without  pain.  She  thought  H  was  a  discharge  of 
Kqnor  amnii,  and  that  she  was  going  to  miscarry, 
fl  May  20tb.  Before  and  when  she  makes  water 
there  is  a  similar  discharge.  The  urine  is  covered 
by  a  thick  greasy  looking  pellicle,  also  the  bottom 
of  the  vessel,  and  there  is  a  deposit  of  separate 
patches  of  blood  and  pus.  She  continued  about 
the  same  for  three  or  four  days,  and  then  aborted. 
She  remained  out  of  health,  and  troubled  with  a 
purulent  discharge,  for  some  weeks.  She  then 
went  to  the  sea,  where  she  got  quite  well. 

September  22nd.  She  is  now  looking  better,  and 
is  in  better  health  than  she  has  been  for  some 
years. 

ABSCESS  IN  THE  PELVIS. 

Mrs.  N.,  pregnant  the  third  time,  about  four 
months  gone;  has  bad  two  children  at  the  full 
period.  Was  taken  September,  1843,  with  flooding, 
after  some  exertion.  The  flooding  continued  more 
or  less  for  three  or  four  weeks.  She  was  then 
taken  in  labour.  The  pains  were  of.  the  most 
violent,  expulsive,  and  at  times,  spasmodic  character 
I  ever  witnessed;  they  were  frightful ;  I  fully  ex- 
pected some  laceration  would  be  caused  ;  there 
was  some  delay  in  the  expulsion  of  the  placenta, 
and  considerable  flooding.  The  placenta  was  ex- 
pelled in  about  two  hours  after  the  foetus.  She 
remained  very  feint  and  exhausted  for  several  hours, 
but  gradually  recovered.  A  few  days  after  she 
had  rigors,  followed  by  pyrexia,  pain  in  the  right 
side,  and  right  iliac  fossa.  She  was  very  much 
relieved  by  the  repeated  application  of  leeches, 
followed  by  a  blister,  aperients,  diaplioretics,  calo- 
mel and  opium,  &c. 

The  pain  returned  two  or  three  times,  accom- 
panied by  swelling,  frequent  rigors,  &&  After 
two  or  three  weeks  suffering,  a  considerabfe  dis- 
charge of  pus  took  place  with  the  urine,  and  con- 
tinued more  or  less  for  nearly  a  month,  and  then 
ceased.  Before  the  discharge  commenced  there 
had  been  dysuria  and  retention  of  urine,  for  which 
it  was  necessary  to  pass  the  catheter.  On  exami- 
nation per  vaginam,  previous  to  the  discharge, 
there  was  detected  heat,  dryness,  and  tenderness  of 
the  vagina,  also  a  fulness  on  the  right  side  of  the 
pelvis,  and  indistinct  fluctuation.  She  menstruated 
for  the  first  time  since  she  aborted,  December  9th; 
and  December  18th,  she  was  quite  well. 

ABSCESS  IN  THE  PELVI8. 

Mrs.  Hands,  aged  30,  was  delivered  of  her  first 
child,  March  26, 1842.  She  had  a  severe  fingering 
labour,  and  was  delivered  with  the  forceps.  After 
the  forceps  were  applied,  it  required  mora  force  to 
deliver,  than  I  thought  justifiable,  but  Dr.  Ingleby, 
who  was  present,  advised  me  to  deliver,  if  possible, 
without  taking  off  the  forceps,  and  rattar  Sbsn 
hate  recourse  to  craniotomy.  The  child  was  born 
alive,  and  continued  to  Mve,  so  frrwe  were  justified 
k  persisting  to  deliver  with  the  forceps.    Delivery 


was  followed  by  sloughing  of  the  parts  covering 
the  rami  of  the  pubes,  more  particularly  on  toe 
left  side,  retention  of  urine,  fever,  &c.  At  one 
time  the  finger  could  be  passed  through  an  opening 
formed  by  the  slougb, down  to  the  bone.  With  great 
care  and  attention,  regularly  drawing  off  the  urine 
and  syringing  out  the  vagina,  she  so  far  recovered 
as  to  be  able  to  get  down  stairs  at  the  end  of  the 
third  week.  Her  general  health  was  much  im- 
proved ;  she  could  pass  her  urine  without  the  use 
of  the  catbether,  and  the  ulceration  over  the  ramus 
of  the  pubis  was  nearly  healed. 

After  being  down  stairs  for  two  or  three  days, 
she  bad  rigors  followed  by  fever,  pain  in  the  pelvis, 
left  groin,  and  in  the  left  iliac  fossa.  This  was 
followed  by  swelling  in  the  left  iliac  fossa,  and  then 
in  the  groin.  The  swelling  increased,  and  in 
a  short  time  fluctuation  was  felt  I  opened  the 
abscess  in  the  groin,  and  I  should  think  nearly  a 
quart  of  fetid  pus  was  discharged  in  a  full  stream. 
She  was  much  relieved,  but  she  became  hectic,  and 
died  about  ten  weeks  after  her  confinement.  The 
discharge  continued  more  or  less  from  the  groin 
op  to  the  time  of  her  death.  The  ulceration  in  the 
vagina  had  healed,  and  there  was  no  contraction  of 
the  vagina  in  consequence.  No  post-mortem  was 
allowed. 

INFLAMMATION     OP    THE    UTBA17S,     ENDING     IN 
ABSCESS. 

Mrs. ,  a  patient  of  the  Lying-in  Hospital, 

after  a  rigor  occurring  immediately  after  the  cessa- 
tion of  the  catamenia,  became  feverish,  with  aching 
pain  in  the  back,  shooting  pains  about  the  lower 
part  of  the  belly,  accompanied  by  a  sensation  of 
heat  internally,  a  weight,  and  bearing  down  when 
standing,  and  pain  on  evacuating  the  bladder  and 
rectum.  The  pulse  was  quickened,  and  the  tongue 
furred.  On  examination  per  vaginam,  the  anterior 
part  of  the  uterus,  near  the  cervix,  was  found  to  be 
tender,  swollen,  and  hot.  She  was  ordered  to  have 
leeches,  to  keep  in  bed,  and  to  live  low.  To  take 
calomel  and  opium  at  night,  saline  mixture,  &c. 

She  was  relieved ;  but  a  small  abscess  formed  and 
discharged  per  vaginam.  She  afterwards  soon 
recovered. 

INFLAMMATION  OF  THE  CTEBUS  AKB  ABSCESS. 

Feb.  26, 1844.  Mrs.  Perry,  aged  24,  has  had  two 
children,  the  youngest  is  five  months  old  ;  has  been 
married  nine  years ;  twelve  months  ago  she  had 
a  bad  miscarriage;  since  then  she  has  never  felt  so 
well ;  has  menstruated  regularly,  and  lost  a  good 
deal  ;  a  fortnight  since  she  had  a  purulent  die- 
charge  for  a  week;  she  then  menstruated,  and  has 
continued  to  do  so  very  freely  up  to  the  present 
time,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  hours,  when  it 
ceased.  She  has  had  pain  in  her  back  and  bowels 
She  last  fortnight,  which  gets  worse ;  she  is  very 
sick,  but  does  net  vomit ;  has  bearing  down,  and 
difficulty  in  making  water;  feels  a  weight  in  the 
region ;  tongue  sHghtly  rawed  Had  reddish; 
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uterus  wiiefotrad  very  low  down ;  the  os  nearly  as 
tow  as  the  os  externum ; '  the  uterus  enlarged  5  hot 
and  tender  r  the  os  pataloas,  lips  swollen  ;  pain 
in  passing  her  motions,  and  for  many  weeks  she 
has  had  pain  during  sexual  intercourse ;  catamental 
discharge  copious  and  offensive,  staining  the  napkin 
yellow.  Examination  per  rectvtm  showed  the  uterus 
enlarged  more  in  that  direction,  (posteriorly,)  great 
heat  and  exceedingly  tender  to  the 'touch.  Ordered 
saline  mixture ;  calomel  and  opium  5  to  keep  in 
bed ;  to  avoid  all  stimulants,  Set. 

February  7th.  Pulse  1 16;  tongue  furred  ;  passed 
a  bad  night ;  had  very  little  sleep  5  wandering  in 
her  sleep;  bowels  not  moved;  urinates  freelj; 
no  discharge  ;  does  not  make  water  so  often,  but  has 
great  pain  when  she  does ;  belly,  below  the  umbi- 
licus, swelled,  and  tympanitic,  and  painful  on  pres- 
sure. There  is  also  great  pain  in  the  left  inguinal 
region;  cramp  and  numbness  in  the  left  leg. 
Ordered  eight  or  tealeeche*  to  the  abdomen  ;  warm 
fomentations,  &c. ;  to  continue  the  medicine* 

8th.  Tongue  furred  j  pulae  90,  and  feeble  ; 
ajig]it  return  of  discharge  ;  uterus  pliU  large  and 
swollen,  and  very  tender  to  the  touch ;  complains 
of  acute  pain  about  the  right  sacroiliac  junction ; 
there  is  some  swelling;  bowels  not  moved.  Ordered 
a  purgative  enema ;  tacontinoe  tbemtxtureand  pill ; 
anodyne  fomentations  to  the;  abdomen*  and  injec- 
tions per  vajttoaro,  three  or  four  times  *a  day,  -and 
afterwards  a.  warm  poultice  to  be  applied  to  the 
•vulva, 

9tbk  Pub*  96;  tongue  furred  and  brownish; 
-great  thirst*  a  little  discharge;  a  few  small 
coagula;*  bowels  moved  three  times  ;  evacuations 
lumpy;  pain  each  time;  paiofcl  micturition.  She 
baa  less  pain  in  the  hip*  and1  less  in  the  belly ;  less 
weight  and  bearing'  down;  bad  very  little  sleep  ; 
finds  great  comfort  from  the  fomentations  and  in- 
jections. Examination  per  vaginwn,  showed  both 
lips- of  the  .os.  uteri  swollen  9  the  uterus  large  and 
lew  down,  1  not  quite  so  tender.  Ordered  six' 
leeches  to*  the  labia  $.  con tiaue  tire  mixture  and 
pill. 

10th.    About  the  same* 

11th.  Pulse  100,  and  feeble;  complains  of 
weight  when  she.  turns  frqm  one  side  to  the  other, 
more  so  on  the  left  side ;,  says  there  is  a  discharge 
of  bloody  matter  fjrom  the  rectum;,  difficulty  in 
passing  tier  urine ;  os  uteri  looks  pale  and  oade- 
matous,  and  is  so  low  down  as  to.  be  seen  without  the 
speculum;  uterus  very  much  enlarged  posteriorly, 
and  pressing  upon  the  rectum,  excessively  tender, 
giving  her  acute  pain  on  examination  per  .rectum ; 
tongue  dry  and  brown. .  Perstet. 

1 2th.  Pulse  100;  complains  of  great  weight  in 
the  pelvis  \  there  is  a  frequent  and  rather  copious 
discharge  from  the  c  rectum,  of  a  transparent  gela- 
tinous' character,  lifce  arrowroot  and  water  mixed ; 


mouth  a  little"  so.e.  Ordered  ten  grains  o/T5oW*« 
powder  every  six  hoars,  and*  a  saline  mixture. 

Kkh.  'Better ;  lete  weight  and  pain;  less  dis- 
charge!   Perstet 

14th.  Better;  less  weight;  there  has  been  a 
very  considerable  discharge  of  very  offensive  pas 
from  the  rectum,  whilst  making  water,  and  some 
discharge  on  the  poultice. 

1 5th.  Better;  passed  a  good  night;  discharge 
continues  per  rectum,  escaping  with  the  eva- 
cuations. 

17th.    Improving ;  discharge  less. 

20th.    Improving. 

27th.  Has  continued  to  get  better ;  discharge 
per  rectum  stopped;  slight  leucorrhcsa  3  no  pain 
nor  weight ;  she  is  regaining  strength.  Examina- 
tion per  vaginam  showed  the  os  uteri  patulous,  the 
anterior  lip  a  little  swollen;  the  uterus  very 
much  less,  but  still  enlarged  posteriorly  anal  late- 
rally; no  tenderness.  Examination  per  rectum : — 
still  some  enlargement,  and  at  one  point  consider. 
able  tenderness ;  it  feels  as  if  there  had  been  an 
ulceration.  Tongue  clean ;  pulse  quick ;  no  fever* 
Ordered  one  grain  of  the  iodide  of  iron  twice  a 
day ;  alteratives  at  night 

March  19th.  Health  much  improved;  no  dis- 
charge; has  menstruated  once  since  last  report. 
Examination  per  vaginam  showed  the  os  and  cervix 
uteri  natural ;  the  posterior  part  of  the  uteraa 
rather*  larger  and  harder  than  natural ;  alight  ten- 
derness on  pressure.  Examination  per  rectum 
showed  the  same  condition.  Continue  the  medicines. 

April  15th.    Quite  well. 

PHLEBITIS  PRECEDED  BY  (EDEMA  AND  CONGESTION 
OP  THIS  BRAIN. 

February  29,  1844.  Mrs.  Grove,  aged  42, 
mother1  of  six  children,  and  about  seven  months 
advanced  of  her  seventh  child.  She  is  weakly  and 
hysterical ;  has  been  troubled  during  the  whole  of 
her  pregnancy  with  varicose  veins ;  was  taken  ill 
about  five  o'clock  this  morning  with  violent  pain 
in  the  stomach ;  she  thought  it  was  spasm,  and 
took  brandy  and  water ;  the  pain  appears  to  have 
been  caused  by  taking  frizzled  kidney  for  supper. 
The  pain  at  the  stomach  continued  more  or  less 
-the  whole  day.  About  five  o'clock,  pan.,  she  had 
pains  of  an  uterine  character,  followed  by  a  great 
discbarge  of  liquor  amnii.  She  took  a  dose  of 
pills  this  morning,  and  has  been  purged  four  or  fire 
times.  On  Sunday  last  she  felt  unusually  well, and' 
exerted  herself  a  good  deal.  The  next  day  she 
perceived  that  her  feet,  hands,  and  face  were 
swollen.  She  thinks  she  has  not  felt  the  ootid 
since,  and  fancies  it  must  be  dead  ;  has  been  much 
annoyed  by  a  distressing  cold  sensation  about  the 
umbilicus;  she  has  sunk  in  size ;  her  pulse  is  now 
(8,  p.m.)  80,  and  rather  strong ;  pains  frequent, 
violent,  and  Of  a  spasmodic  character ;  she  has  had 
some  haemorrhage ;  frequent  vomiting.  Os  uteri  a 
little  dilated  at  the  vaginal  portion,  but  not  the 
uterine  fjortion  nor  cervix ;'  she  says  her  head  lsaa 
..'-'•         •  Digitized  by  * 
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foen  rather  'painful,  her  face  >  a  little  swollen, 
"the  pains  although  frequent  and  seme,  did  not 
act  upon  or  dilate  (he  on,  I  left  her  about  ten 
o'clock,  and  was  called  to  her  again  about  three 
o'clock  the  following  morning;  before  I  arrived 
the  fetus  and  placenta  were  expelled. 

March  1st  Pulse  72;  frequent  vomiting  j 
passed  very  little  urine;  pain  and  tenderness  of 
the  epigastrium  and  over  the  kidneys;  beadach,  aacj 
great  swelling  of  the  eyelids.  Ordered  aperients, 
&c. 

Fespere. — Pulse  96  ;  sickness  abated ;  headach ; 
urine  very  scanty  and  very  albuminous.  Ordered 
leeches  to  the  temples,  and  saline  diaphoretic 
mixture. 

2nd.  Pulse  100;  very  much  relieved  by  the 
leeches  ;  made  water  diretly  after,  the  leeches 
Were  applied,  and  twice  since  ;  slept  comfortably ; 
no  sickness ;  still  complains  of  her  bead  ;  eyelids 
oedematous ;  sight  dim  ;  some  secretion  of  milk ; 
after,  pains;  lochia  pretty  free  3  urine  less 
albuminous. 

Fespere. — Pulse  100;  has  had  frequent  shivcr- 
Sngs  or  fits  of  chilliness ;  severe  pain  in  the  uterine 
region,  and  great  soreness  in  the  course  of  the 
femoral  vessels  and  external  iliacs;  hysterical ;  still 
complains  of  headach,  but  the  pain  is  not  so  bad  as 
It  was  yesterday;  urine  scanty  and  albuminous. 
Ordered  twelve  leeches  to  the  lower  part  of  the 
abdomen  ;  .  hot ,  fomentations,  &&  ;  a  purgative 
«nema ;  a  pill  of  calomel  and  colocyntb,  and  saline 
mixture. 

3rd.  Pulse  1 16 ;  more  developed  ;  purged 
four  times  freely ;  tongue  furred;  passed  more 
urine ;  sickness  stopped ;  leeches  bled  freely ;  less 
chilliness ;  less  pain  about  the  uterus,  but  there  is 
constantly  some  degree  of  pain ;  pain  and  great 
tenderness  in  each  groin  and  iliac  fossa,  but  worse 
on  the  right  side.  Ordered  six  leeches  to  each 
groin  ;  a  saline  diaphoretic  mixture ;  calomel,  and 
hyoscyamus  every  four  hours. 

Fespere. — Much  relieved  by  the  leeches;  she 
says  the  pain  is  now  bearable ;  the  uterus  still 
enlarged,  and  very  tender  on  pressure  ;  great  pain 
■and  tenderness  over  the  right  iliac  artery  ;  pulse 
116;  bowels  moved  twice;  passed  more  urine;  it 
is  still  albuminous ;  skin  hot ;  head  free  from  pain ; 
slept  a  little ;  has  had  two  or  three  slight  rigors 
this  afternoon;  some  milk;  lochia  plentiful,  and 
still  coloured.  Ordered  ten  leeches  to  the  right 
groin ;  continue  the  medicine  as  prescribed  in  the 
morning. 

4th.  Better  ;  pulse  100  ;  no  pain  except  when 
she  moves ;  much  less  tenderness  on  pressure ; 
tongue  slightly  furred ;  bowels  not  moved ;  urine 
more  plentiful  and  less  albuminous ;  no  rigors ;  still 
a  little  oedema  of  the  face  and  eyelids. 

Fespere.— Better;  pulse  104;  purged  four 
•times.   Omit  the  pills. 

fttb.  Pulse  104;  purged  four  times  ;  evacuations 
dark ;  passed  water  freely  ;  halfapiot  at  one  time; 


no  trace  of  albumen*  no  pain  ;•  some  littie  tender- 
ness oa  pressure  over  the  iliacs,  but  not  over  the 
uterus ;  discharge  copious,  watery  and  offensive ; 
face  still  swollen;  gums  rather  sore*  Ordered 
vaginal  injections  of  tepid  water  with  yeast ;  con- 
tinue the  saline  mixture. 

6th.  Has  slept  two  or  three  hours ;  poise  108 ; 
bowels  not  moved  during  the  night;,  she  was 
purged  very  much  yesterday,  but  it  was  stopped  by 
a  starch  enema  ;  she  perspires  freely  ;  no  pain ; 
discbarge  copious  and  offensive ;  mouth  a  little 
sore  ;  urine  more  plentiful ;  no  trace  of  albumen 
in  it.  Continue  the  saline  mixture  and  tepid 
injection. 

7th.    Better  in  all  respect* ;  discharge  less,  and 
very  little  offensive ;  no  pain  j  urinates  freely ;  no 
albumen ;  the  purging  returned  last  night,  but 
was.  stopped  by  a  starch  iojection  ;  pulse  106. 
8th.    Decidedly  better. 

13th.  Puke  110;  slight  rigor;  slight  soreness 
and  swelling  of  the  femoral  veins.  Ordered  an 
aperient,  hot  applications,  &c. 

14th.  She  has  had  a  violent  attack  of  spasm 
daring  the  night,  from  taking  improper  food  yes- 
terday ;  veins  still  painful  on  pressure.  Continue 
a  warm  aperient  every  morning;  and  the  saline 
mixture  in  the  day. 
15th.    Better. 

From  the  date  of  the  last  report*  she  gradually 
improved,  bet  was  unable  to  walklbr  some  wefts. 
When  she  first  began  to  move  aboW'she  was  much 
troubled  by  a  bearing-down,  and  sense  'of  weight 
in  the  pelvis,  and  by  pain  in  the  hips  and  inability 
to  move ;  the  femoral  veins  continued  swollen  and 
hard  for  some  time;  she  is  now,  April  27th,  con* 
valescent,  but  ttot  able  to  walk  far.  I  think  this 
patient  might  have  been  relieved,  arid  probably 
saved  much  after-suffering,  'if  I  had  bled 'her  the 
first  time  I  saw  her,  when  labour  pains-  came  on, 
but  at  the  time  she  was  flooding,  although  ttot  to 
any  extent,  as  she  is  naturally  -weak  and  hyste- 
rical. This  case  clearly  justifies  the  opinion  of 
several  accoucheurs,  as  to  the  rfek  of  cerebral 
affection  when  there  is  oedema  of  the  face 'and 
npper  extremities  during  the  last  months  of 
pregnancy.* 

PHLEBITIS  AND  AttSCESf.  - 

Saturday,  April  6,  1844.  Mrs.  Greaves,  aged 
31,  mother  of  five  children,  and  has  had  one  abor- 
tion, a  patient  of  the  Lyidg-m  Hospital,  was  deli- 
vered this  night  week  by  Mr.  Clarkson ;  she  had  a 
severe  and  lingering  labour.  On  Monday  nisht 
she  had  a  severe  rigor,  followed  by  pain  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  belly ;  she  had  been  suffering  for 
many  weeks  before  her  confinement,  from  chronic 
abscess  in  the  right  breast;  there  were  two  or 
three  sinuses  in  the  breast  which  had  existed 
nearly  ever  since  her  confinement  {  she  had  been 

*Dr.  Johnson,  of  Dablls,  now  Muter  oTtne  Lying-in  Hoi- 
psulfntitfteitr;  eoartdWaiaU  te  bt  a  certain  yi«aiSM« 
torysifo  of  convulsions.    Bo. 


CASES  IN  PRIVATE  AND  HOSPITAL  PRACTICE. 


_, Trrz — 7_- 

the  neck  under  the  right  sterao-cleioe-mastoid 
umscle.isjargert  fasfedftre^^  Vg^rcemfUiiw 
ofber  mouth  beiu^sore,  QmiUfce^illsi  to  take  a  mix- 
ture with  sesqui-carbonate  of  ammonia ;  negus,  &c 

I lth.  Better;  leg  and  *%fc  better;  pulse 
rather  stronger  ,and  elower.; .  topgne  moister ; 
bowels  moved  fire  times  ;  tumour  in  the  necjt  a 
little  larger.  The  swelling  in  the  .left  iliac  fossa 
leas*  distinctly  circumscribed,  and  about  the  sue 
of  a  large  orange. 

12lh. '  Pulse  100;  tongue  dry  and  chapped  in 
the  centre;  moist  at  the  edges;  cheeks  flushed; 
bowels  moved  twice;  passed  a  bad  night;  no 
sleep ;  free  from  pain,  but  feels  low  and  worse  j 
breathing  still  quickened;  skin  moist;  no  milk; 
no  lochia;  urinates  more  freely;  neck  about  the 
same;  belly  less;  the  swelling  in  the,  left  iliac  fossa 
much  less;  the  leg  and  thigh  leas  swollen,  and 
much  less  inflamed ;  three  or  four  abscesses  forming 
in  the  course  of  the  sapbena  vein,  one  a  little 
above  the  inner  condyle,  and  one  on  the  upper  part 
of  the  thigh,  perhaps  about  the  origin  of  ike 
arteria  profunda.  Ordered  a  linseed  cataplasm  to 
the  leg  and  thigh,  and  to  the  neck;  continue  the 
mixture  of  ammonia,  beef  tea,  and  wine,  and  to 
take  fifteen  grains  of  Dover's  powder  at  bed-time  $ 
omit  the  liniment 

13th.  Better;  pulse  110,  but  stronger;  tongue 
dry ;  slept  all  night ;  abscesses  progressing;  abdo- 
minal swelling  less. 

14th.  Pulse  96 ;  tongue  moist,  but  chapped;  leg 
and  thigh  better ;  the  abscesses  not  broken ;  right 
hip  inflamed ;  erysipelas  of  the  right  ear  and  cheek. 
Ordered  a  pill,witb  disulphate  of  quinine,  one  grain 
with  each  dose  of  the  mixture ;  the  anodyne  at 
bed  thne. 

I5th.  Something  better ;  pulse  100  $  tongue 
moister ;  bowels  not  opened ;  swelling  in  the  .neck; 
rather  larger;  a  little  tenderness  on  pressure  prer 
each  groin,  and  over  the  external  Ujucsj  the 
swelling  in  the  left  iliac  fossa  leas*  the,  abscess  orer 
the  right  hip  has  broken;  discharged  freely  *  the 
ear  and  jace  better.  Ordered  to  have  eatm 
abscess  in  the  thigh  opened  $  to  have  a  purgative 
enema,  and  to  continue  the  medicine,  && 

Idth'.  Better;  ear  and  cheek  better,  but  the 
erysipelas  has  extended  to  the  forehead;  pulse 
feeble,;  tongue  moist;  hip  still  much  swollen;, 
thigh  and  leg  better.  She  has  had  a  purulent 
discharge  from  the  vagina.  To  continue  the  tonics* 
wine,  &G, 

17th.  Better. 

18th.  Improving;  erysipaks nearly  gone^  better 
in  all  respects. 

20th.  Very  much  better.  Ordered  a  quinine* 
mixture,  meat,  ale,  && 

24tfi;  Improving. 

May  JU.  Nearly  welF:  a -"maSf  ilbices*  <du  "flie- 
inside  of  the  thigh,  over  die  mntfr^dvle. 

. .  N^^hSw^J»W.RSJM,*ii  ?*.  ..  - 


badly  off  for  some  time,  scarcely  having  a  neces- 
sary supply  of  food. 

April  Gtb.  Her  present  state :— pulse  130,  very 
weak ;  tongue*  very,  red ;  papilla  raised ;  respira- 
tion quickened ;  milk  in  the  left  breast  but  none 
in  the  right,  and  the  sinuses  are  closed ;  the  dis- 
charge stepped;  no  lochia ;  urinates  freely,  rather 
otenerthau  natural;  bowels  rather  relaxed;  in-' 
flammatien  of  the  saphetta  vein  of  the  Hget  leg, 
and  a  shndl  abscess  on*  the  calf  of  the '  leg.  Uterus 
large  and  tender;  complains  of  weight  in  the' 
pelvis  and  bearing  down  when  she  makes  water, 
accompanied  by  pain  ;  belly  swollen  and  slightly 
tympanitic;  there  is  some  effusion  ;  has  had  very1 
little  sleep.  Ordered  compos und  powder  of  ipeca- 
cuanha, ten  grains,  every  six  hours,  and  satinet 
mixture  with  sesqui-carbooate  of  ammonia  .  every, 
four  hours.-   A  linseed  poultice  to  the  leg. 

7tb.  Puke  quick  sad  feeble;,  tongue  very 
red  and  dry  in  the  centre ;  she  says  she  Jeeb 
rather  better;  slept  two  hours ;  bowels  moved 
twice  j  abdomen  more  swollen  and  very  tender  over; 
the  situation  of  the  left  ovary  ?  leg  suppurating. 
Perstet. 

Stb.  Pulse  130,  small  and  feeble  j  tongue  very 
dry ;  slept  all  night ;  bowels  not  moved  sipce  last 
report;  belly  more  swollen  but  less  typanitic,  and 
less  tender ;  there  is  a  greater  fulness  and  hard- 
ness, (a  circumscribed  swelling)  in  the  left  side*  in 
thejeft  fljac  ffipsa,  and  streaks  of  reifc^ahpufc  the 
lower  pact  of, the, belly-,  .  The,  abscess- <*u  theeatf  of 
the  left  lag  opened  je^rday  ai^dis^basgedagood 
deal;  the iUseesatistt  is  loelieg.nvjhtsttohf $  there 
is  e  frees  abscess  forming.  Inflammation  ebng  the 
vetaa  at  the  inner  and  back  part  of  the  leg,  ex* 
tenoHftg  wfong  the  jeoer  condyle  to  the  upper  part 
of  the  rbighy  there  is  not  much  pain  nor  tender- 
ness m  the  course  of  the  vein ;  the  inflamed  part 
is  swollen,  and  of  a  very  deep  red.  Ordered  a 
common  enema;  liniment  of  mercury  over  the 
left  side  of  the  belly,  and  to  take  saline  mixture, 
and()pi^,of  cajomej  with  opium  and  tartariaed 
antunonj- .  Sbfc.cojnj^sjns  of  a  difficulty  and  strain^ 
ing  iMvma^ingWfter,  with  frequent  desire  to  pass 
it,,   QwJewitApasslhe.catiketec. 

9th.  >  Pulsel*^  awMeeble;  tongue  dry  $  bowels 
moored  sit  times  -after  the  enema ;  leg:  and  thigh 
about  the  sartie  i  there  is  a  swelling  oh  the  right 
side  of  the  neck ;  the  uterus  is  less  and  scarcely 
felt  above  the  pubis ;  the  swelling  in  the  left  iliac 
fossa  is  larger,  firmer,  and  distinctly  circumscribed- 
She  ,  has  less  difficulty  in  urinating, .  .  Perstet, 
QraWe4beefTtea,  port-wine  negus,  &c.. 

IQQh  Weaker ;  pulse  mote  jpeble  i  tongue  /dry 
and  chapped;  bowels  moved  six  times;  passed 
urine  more  freely,  and  witheet  etrafeting.  -Abdo- 
nana!  swelling  mas ;  she  sweBing'  on  the  left  shte 
of  theabdoeien  is  also  lesSi  but  Teaches  nearly  to 
the  mesial  line?  there  is  very  flttle  teridernefc  on 
pressure  ;  rafgHmore  swolhm  ;  leg  rather  less  so; 
the  sore  tookfog  more  toftithy.    fta '*fftt4jf  in 
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A  CRITICAL  ANALYSIS  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL 

*ACTS  OF  DISEASE. 

(CvUpmed  from  page  5o8a>« 

INFLAMMATION — tTTB-AetTTfc. 

IX.  When,  irritation  persists,  the  diameter  of  the 
capillaries  is  enlarged,  the  velocity  of  the  circulation  ts 
retarded,  the  globules  coalesce,  secretion  and  nutrition 
cease,  absorption  is  increased  m  activity. 

When  it  is  remembered  that  congestion  (vn.)  and 
inflammation  are  merely  the  primary  and  secondary 
enunciations  of  the  same  fact,  irritation  (i.  11.,  et  seq.), 
and  that  their  phenomena  form  successive  links  in 
the  same  chain  of  disorder,  the  extent  and  progress  of 
which  depend  on  the  nature,  relations,  and  seat  of  the 
antecedent  (in.),  it  is  not  unnatural  that  divisions 
should  have  been  attempted  to  indicate  to  what  degree, 
disease,  in  these  circumstances,  had  adranced.  The. 
terms  acute  and  sub-acute,  denote  the  milder  and 
severer  forms  of  inflammation,  but  are  arbitrarily, 
applied.  Neither  inflammation  nor  congestion  cani 
exist  alone  and  uncomplicated  5  the  true  forms  of  eaeh 
are  nevertheless  well  defined  in  nature.  There  is  a 
period  when  inflammation  attains  exactly  to  the  point 
defined  above,  which,  although  encircled  by  conges- 
tion, and  intermingled  with  a  more  advanced  stage  of 
inflammation  itself,  marks  the  extreme  limits  of  func- 
tional disorder,  and  may  therefore  be  appropriately 
named  sub-acute,  to  distinguish  it  from  organic 
changes  which  arise  immediately  out  of  it,  and  which, 
1»y  universal  consent,  come  under  the  denomination  of 
acute  inflammation. 

This  distinction  is  new,  and  is  opposed  to  that 
adopted  by  Andral  and  Gavarret,  who,  in  a  recent 
work,  call  the  milder  forms  of  inflammation  sub-acute* 
notwithstanding  that  they  are  attended  with  an  increase 
In  the  fibrinous  element  of  the  blood,  the  most  marked 
feature  of  acute  inflammation.  The  amount  of  this 
increase  forms,  with  these  celebrated  writers,  the  sole 
ground  of  distinction.  (Andral  et  Gavarret,  Re- 
cherches  sur  tee  modifications  de  proportion  de  quelquee 
prtwiipes  an  sane.) 

*  The  above  definition,  then,  applies  only  to  sub-acute 
inflammation*  It  comprehends  changes  observable  b^ 
all  who  are  disposed  to  investigate  the  subject,  by  this 
aid  of  the  microscope,  in  transparent  textures.  It  is 
the  purpose  of  these  papers  to  furnish  principles,  whioh, 
by  forming  a  broad  basis  for  analogy,  allow  of  the 
interpretation  of  facts  which  were  otherwise  inexpli- 
cable. To  all  general  rules,  however,  there  must  be 
exceptions.  No  function,  for  example,  is  more  dif- 
ferently affected  by  disease  than  secretion.  "When  it  is 
altered  or  suppressed  no  function  admits  of  mote 
numerous  and  opposite  explanations,  according  to  the 
circumstances  of  the  case.  Such  special  exceptions 
will  be  noted  and  explained  as  they  occur. 

The  condition  of  the  nerves  of  the  part  in  inflamm*- 
4iao  fonethas*  at  unportatas  any  of  the  phejinsnsnii 
of  that  disease.  This  condition*  as  ta  congestion*  may 
be  called  abnormal  irritation,  to  distinguish  it  from 
normal  or  that  healthful  irritability  of  nerves,  which, 
under  special  excitation,  gives  rise  to  an  actual ^increase 
in  the  nervous  function.  That  such  an  increase  ,11  of 
normal  origin  is  manifested  in  every  movnjraeqt  and 
sensation;  it  is  called  Into  ptajr  during  the  activity  of 
-organs  whose  functions  intermit.    In  what  manner  the 


nervous  function  is  performed  is  unknown*  (t.) ;  its 
laws  only  in  this  place  form  the  subject  of  enquiry. 

The  phenomena  of  irritation  which  the  nerves  mani- 
fest in  inflammation,  though  abnormal,  are  mote  pro- 
minent than  in  health,  and  it  is  this  fact  which  has 
been  so  fatal  to  a  correct  pathology  ef  the  nervous 
system.  It  should  always  be  home  in  view  that  ner- 
vous function  is  not  to  be  measured  by  its  violence, 
but  by  its  influence  on  the  processes  which  are 
under  its  eontroul.  For  example,  if,  as  in  inflammation, 
the  capillary  vessels  are  dilated,  and  the  other  func- 
tions over  which  the  nerves  exert  a  salutary  influence 
are  suspended,  it  is  manifest  that  the  nerves  themselves 
are  weakened,  and  in  an  asthenic  state.  Their  pain 
therefore  is  symptomatic  <of  diminished  nervous  power. 

It  may  be  further  added,  that  although  too  prolonged 
a  continuance  of  an  excitant  may  insensibly  convert 
normal  into  abnormal* irritation  (v.),  the  causes  of  the 
latter  differ  from  those  of  fee  former  materially.  The 
former  arises  from  a  nervous  structure  in  widen  the 
nutritive'  process  is  maintained  proportionately  to  the 
exercise  of  f  taction  ;  the  latter  in  which  the  exercise 
of  function  exceeds  the  repairs  of  nutrition.  What 
Mailer  says,  applies  in  this  instance  with  great  force : 
"There  are  stimulants,  it  is  true,  in  abundance,  but 
they  can  strengthen  the  nerves  only  by  promoting  the 
reproductive  process  of  nutrition  in  tfcem."    ' 

tn  an  experiment  already  cited,  it  was  found' that  a 
punctnre  in  the  web  of  a  frog's  foot,  exercised  a  well- 
marked  influence  on  the  capillaries  through  the  medium 
of  the  nerves, 'masmuch*  as  the  circulation  after  being 
completely  arrtaitenT'by  it,'  was'  rapidly  re-estsAllthed, 
While  in  the  opposite' foot*  the  nerves  bavin*  been  re* 
centty  divided  at  their  spinal  room,  a  puncture  in  the 
web  neUker  arrested  what  tittle  eweuhrtien  remained, 
nor  added  to  its  velocity.  Now,.ita*  a  .wett-known 
fact:  that  a  puncture  of  this  Jkine*  under  oftftnaru  cir- 
cumstances, engenders  the.  inflammatory  ftfoeesa .;  if 
therefore*  by.  a  modification  of  the  same  exgefyinenj^ 
the  laws  of  nervous  action  pn^thecaDttlarjescan  be 
indicated,  an  acquaintance  with  the  agency  o(.the 
nerves  in  inflammation  must  necessarily  foTJowV ' 

In  the  experiment  cited,  although  an  almost  imme- 
diate restoration  of  the  circulation  followed  the  punc- 
tnre in  the  healthy  web,  proof  w&i  nefeded  that  such 
kn  event  would  not  have  obtamed,  bid  "the j»umttsrte 
not  been  made.  A  fresh  experiment  was  therefore 
instituted,  of  which  the  following  rtfes  the  renuit  *- . 

Injury  was  inflicted  on  the  spine  at  ttm  frft  vtfe,  and 
the  correaponding  hinder  Jirab  rendered  mj>tiaa^em  and 
insensible. 

Sensation  and  motion  remained  in  the  right  leg;.  In 
the  webs  of  both  hinder  feet  the  capillary  and  arterial 
current  was  arrested;  some  motion  remained  tn  the 
veins.  In  three  quarters  of  an  hour  ho  change  what- 
ever had  taken  place  in  the  circulation  of  either  web. 
I11  an  liomr  and  a  quarter  later  (two  .hours  fronv  the 
eosanieneeanent),  the  current  wan  eestorecV  in  been 
feat*.  /  the  right  (dot  was  then  jtunctasndt  and  uhejcir* 
caption  arrested,  but  it  «e*nrn*d.  shortly  &  the  left  was 
puncture^  no  change  in  the  circulation  was  pjffdncesj. 

This,  and  the  preceding  epcue^BftenV.piewad  one** 
jointly^  afford  evidence  of  the^ojlpw^^nrs:--- 

1.4s*neraJs*ock  to  tfenerrnns  S|a^axraaniQis- 
culafion  in  the  capillaries  for  a  longer  or shorter  period, 
according  to  its  severity. 


*N 


USB  OF  CgLOUDB  OP  LIMB. 
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9.  A  load  dnA  (puncture)  aireeu  die 
lill»Ftil^lriM  **«««*  «0ccte4  by  it  ere  die- 


i  ■■  v.  j  y 


i  tanda*>  nstserc  the  capillary  cfteenU- 
rariestcd^^uewts  to  to  vicinity* 
4»  Afwwl0»«aiKltilt«ct«(montktMrtct«C  the 
i  li  rejected  on  the  branches 


b>  Xte  ciwhriim  of  the  capillaries,  arrested  by  * 
ahnch,  tney  be  restored  independently  of  the  mflissutic 
efttesfe^  nerves. 

e\  The  fanri  nerves,  when  irritated  et  their  est*** 

ssjtatj,  era  cepabk  of  •Treating,  and,  shortly  after, 

wsteeiiig the/utsocity  of tbeamiUory  mrxnletion,    ; 

An  cMoewcjuoetio*  arises  et  HlO«  stage  of  the?  inves- 

Whicb  net  of  .spinal  serve*  iajt.th<u,e*erts 

tsjecirnnjajionof  ti*.#ap#ury 


k 


To  determine  whether  the.sentUire  or  mojor  nerves 
were  concerned,  or  both,  the  senaibility^on^  of*  limb 
w»  arrested  bj  acupuncture  through  the  spinal  cord, 
at  the  stomal  region,,  nod  exactly  in  the  medico  line.  By 
thjt  expedient,  not  pnjy  the,  sensitive  bu^in  one  instance, 
the  extito»motor  function  ccnaefl,  for,  on  pricking  tbe 
thighs,  not  the  sligbtest  convulsive  movement  followed. 
On  ogamming  too  circulation,  it  wax.  found  unaltered; 
nor  wma.it  aflected  by  puncture  of  tbe  webv  an 
ofcretion  unattended;  by  the  slightest  jnanifsetatf  on  of 
pain,  Tbe  current  appeared  somewhat  retarded,  how- 
.  tier,  immediately  around  the  puncture- .  The  above 
experiment  was  made  three  times,      .  , 

The  next  experiment  consisted  in  arresting ,  the 
motor  function  by  the  ^traduction  of  a. needle  at  the 
roots  of  the,  motor  nerves  on  the  right  stfe,.  Paralysis 
of  the  right  leg  followed;  sensation  remained*  Qn 
examination  of  the  web  it  was  seen  thai  the  circula- 
tion, except  in  ton  veins,  was  arrested.  It  soon  returned, 
the  shock  being  aligbt,  at  first  in  the  arteries,  and  then 
in.  the.  capillaries ;  creepiagly  at  first,  then  more 
ouickty^  and  in  a  few  minutes  it  wax  re-established 
fuUy.  A  puncture  in  the  web  now  retarded  the  capil- 
lary  circulation,  which,  however,  waa  speedily  restored. 

Tba  arrest;  of.  circulation,  previous  pa  puncture  of 
the.sjreh,  in  this  experiment,  is  probably  attributable  to 
a  alight  shock  (*x>l),  for  tbe  means  of  arriving  at  the 
snoior  roots  are  of^  course  painful  in  comparison  wkh 
the  expedient  of  puncturing  at  the. median  line  of  the 
spinal  cord. 

It  may  be  remarked  thai  the  frogs,  thus  aenpenc- 
ture0,  completely  recovered  their  sensitive  and  motor 
powers.  This  mode  of  experimenting,  which  is  ex- 
tremely delicate,  at  the  same  time  merciful,  might  be 
.adopted  to  determine  the  seat  of  tbe  excito-motory 
function,  and  the  office  of  the  various  departments  of 
the  central  nervous  system.  In  fsct  the  seat  of  the 
lesion  can  be  .ascertained  after  it  is  determined  that 
this  or  that  function  is  encroached  upon. 

Tte  above  experiments  baring  been  recently  per- 
formed for  the  ftrat  time,  of  course  require  repetition*; 
but  as  far  as  they  extend,  they  feave  it  highly  probable 
that  tbe  posterior  spinal  nervee  alone  exert  an  influ- 
ence over  the  eirealatkm  <of  tbe  oapnlarie*,  lie 
puncture,  therefore,  which  sets  up  inflammation  around 
fe  syenite  to  the  characteeistit  cnan*^  u  the  capil- 
levies,  priaasaUyr  Ibtwughntba  mcatum,  of  the  pee- 
ssnsswssmiilneiiisB. 


His  a  curious  met  that  the  i 
acn  locnOv  on.  4he>  cenJUecv  •*»«■»■*«*<*>*  nwJr^ln  tint 
irnfrintiai  direction.,  that  is.  amen  the  kritantnetiom 
coumiences  at  their  extremities.  Treviranns  and 
BanmgiieHnfr,  as,  ojootft4  by  Moller.  .  (filememts  erf 
PhyaieJos^  by  fialy.)  In,  eodearopring  to  dctenainr 
the,  influence  of  the  nerves  on  .the  capillaries.  l|nwe 
operated  on  the  trunk;  of  the  ischiadic  xterre* 
"  Beuragaertner/*  says  Muller  "directed  a  strong 
galvanic  current  through  the  ischiadic  nerve  to  the* 
foot  of  a  frog;  the  irritability  of  the  nerve  wan  de- 
stroyed, and  in  most  cases,  the  circulation  of  the  Umb 
was  arrested."  "  Treviranus/'  continues  Mailer, 
"  assented  that  the  division  of  the  ischiadic  nerve  in 
tbe  frqg  caused  the  circulation  in  .the  web  of  the  foot 
to  cease,  Ac. 

Whatever  the  result  may  be  of  this  form  of  the 
experiment,  it  is  attributable  to  the  general  shock  to 
the  nervous  system  (tx-lj  for  when  sftnaibjiiltj  ia 
destroyed  altogether  by  acupuncture  at  the  joint, 
which  is  unattended  by  shock  aa  previously  iWyV^ 
tbe  circulation  is  unchanged.  The  only  effect.of  the 
experiments  of  Baumgaertner  and  Treviranua,  could 
be  to  destroy  the  irritability  of  the  nerve;  but  txaan 
suspended  without  a  shock,  as  by  acupuncture,  nt  Use 
spine,  no  arrest  of  circulation  follows. 

Waller  says  of  himself,  *  I  laid  open  the  spinal 
canal  of  a  frog,  and  while  my  assistant,  M.  Honvei 
applied  the  wires  of  a  simple  galvanic  circle  to  tlic  pos- 
terior roots  of  the  spinal  nerve*,  tbe  irritation  of  which 
excites  no  contractions  of  the  muscles,  I  watched  the 
circulation  in  the  foot  of  the  frog. .  At  the  m^^vrnf 
when  the  galvanic  stimulus  was  applied^  no  cbangjt 
was  produced  in  the  motion  of  the  blood.  This  ex- 
periment however  is  not  conclusive,  for  it  may  be  the 
anterior  roots  of  the  nerves  from  which  an.  influence 
on  the  circulation  is  derived," 

The  spinal  canal  in  this  experiment  must  have  been 
laid  open  some  time  before  the  application  -of,  thefat- 
vanic  stimulus,  or  there  would  have  been  aocinonlatiesi 
in  the  capillaries  of  the  web.  The  effect  of  a  simple 
circle  would  scarcely  be  to  destroy  tbe  irritability  of  .the 
nerves;  nor  therefore  to  affect  the  circu\atAon,  when 
applied  at  the.  posterior  roots  of  the  spinal  coceV  ft 
has  been  shown,  indeed,  in  the  experiment,  byacupuno- 
Jnre,  that  an  irritant  action  may  be  propagated  ia  n 
centrifugal  direction  through  the  sensitive  nerves,  and 
have  no  effect  on  the  capillary  circulation.  The  con- 
cluding remark  of  MlUler  respecting  the  .possible 
influence  of  the  anterior  roots  of  tbe  nerves  on  the 
circulation,  is  met  in  an  experiment  already  related* 
which  bears  upon  the  point  in  question.  Such  are 
tbe  inductions  which  the  experiments  in  some  measure- 
warrant,  but  the  whole  matter  being  in  its  infancy,  it 
is  stated  subject  to  revision,  and  a  repetition  of  the 
experiments  in  new  forms. 

(To  be  continued^ 

i.   I   ..  V 

ON  THE  USB  OP  THB  CttLOMM  Off  LIMB 
IN  DISEASES  ATTENDED  'WITH  fcOOTJU 
GIOUS  DISCHARGE. 


By  C.  ftjusciorm  B>*w  MUD. 


Acute 


through  its  several  stages,  however  these  may  be  modi- 
ten"  in  durattoji  ah<f  character  oy  a  variety  tf  cbcurnV 
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USE  OF  CHLORIDE  OF  LIME. 
tiitiiifilMinnin  mi  it 


Ml 


-Stances,  has  a  natr>rirf  dbp^otf  fo  WttifclaV.  '  ft* 

»BV  WFSBCaCVDT  OufliaglUUS  KCROH  UBUiei BDI jP  XnUlt' 

uaaWthts  natural  teddenc?.'4  BNrhV*h*Yitt*a  Of 
nntritfcm,  tift  fresh  molecules  oMM  A*  dtpdfc*,  ft 
s*ettastheyasvhaWdowtt?asJthe  reiectihs/inwteliee 
of  the  matter  already  forme*,  aid' thus,  as  It  were,  a 
'  succession  Of  'new  specific  *  innvttrmarHMia  fceepe  'up*  the 
dwease.1  In  the  treatment  of  these  ejections;  there- 
fore, it  is  desirable  not  Only  to  lessen  nw  ionumtnetory 
action  which  causes  the  secretion,'  but  at  Ac  same 
tine  to  alter  the  contagious  character  of  the  matter 
accreted.  The  first  only  of  these  indication*  seemed 
to  be  fulfilled  by  the  topical  remedies  *  usually  eta- 
ployed.  From  their  peculiar  power  as  disinfectants; 
the  alkaline  chlorides  naturally  suggested  themselves 
as  likely  to  answer  both  the  ends  in  flew;  and  from 
its  more  caustic  nature,  chloride  of  lime  was  selected. 

Experiments  on  the  power  of  the  alkaline  chlorides 
to  destroy  the  specific  Tires  of  poisonous  secretions, 
are  neither  numerous  nor  very  well  established.  Ch'lo* 
ride  Of  soda  has  been  mixed  with  vaccine  lymph, 
without  impairing  the  power  of  the  latter  to  produce 
Its  usual  reside.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  chloride  of 
soda  has  been  found  to  destroy  the  infectious  property 
•of  the  syphilitic  poison ;  and  gonorrhoea!  matter,  after 
admixture  with  a  solution  of  chloride  of  lime,  pro- 
duced no  puriform  inflammation  when  applied  to  the 
lining  membrane  of  the  eyelids. 

The  use  of  the  chlorides  in  foul  sloughing  ulcers, 
and  in  some  skin  diseases,  as  scabies,  is  familiar ;  and 
cases  are  recorded  in  which  the  solution  of  chloride  of 
lime  was  found  of  great  benefit  in  ophthalmia.  Dr. 
Fsreira  stales  that  a  toss*  solution  is  very  successful 
in  the  purulent  ophthalmia  of  infants. 

It  is  not  only  in  ulcers  with  foul  and  fetid  discharge 
that  chloride  of  lime  is  useful.  There  is  scarcely  any 
form  of  ulceration  to  which,  in  different  degrees  of 
strength,  it  is  not  applicable.  To  irritable  ulcers  of 
the  lower  extremity,  a  weak  solution,  combined  with 
opium,  acts  as  afi  excellent  sedative;  to  indolent 
ulcers,  a  stronger  solution ;  to  sloughing  or  phagedenic 
sores,  a  saturated  solution  proves  of  equsl  efficacy.  In 
sloughing  phagedena,  either  of  the  pudendum,  or  as 
cancrum  oris,  the  saturated  solution,-  with  the  addition 
of  hydrochloric  add,  has  been  found  an  advantageous 
substitute  for  nitric  acid,  or  the  solution  of  nitrate  of 
silver  In  nitric  acid. 

Amongst  the  affections  in  which  great  benefit  has 
been  derived  from  the  topical  use  of  chloride  of  Kme, 
I  wish  to  direct  attention  to  gonorrhoea  and  puriform 
ophthalmia.* 

Gonorrhea.  In  the  first  stage,  before  the  discharge 
has  become  completely  puriform  or  the  scalding  great, 
a  single  injection  of  about  two  fluidrachms  of  the 
strong  solution  will  always  put  a  stop  to  the  disease, 
either  in  a  first  or  subsequent  clap.  In  the  second 
stage,  when  there  is  considerable  discharge  of  pus  and 
more  nam,  several  injections  are  required.  In  gleet, 
provided  the  discharge  be  not  kept  up  by  some  struc- 
tural change  in  the  urethra,  the  strong  injection  is 
likewise  useful,  but  not  to  so  striking  an  extent  The 
effects  of  injecting  the  strong  solution,  are  sharp  pain, 
Mnd  often  erection,  for.  the  meanest;  alight 


and  eversioav  of  the  orifice- e#  the 

noes  on  pressure,  and  a  feeling  of  unusual 


*  The  liquor  calcli  chlbriii,  kept  by  druggists,  generally 
contains  sulphuric  add.  The  solution  I  have  employed  ft 
simply  a  assure**  solution  la  water. 


where  these  did  not  already  exist.  1st  a  1 
We  jriftwabsides,  and  in  a  spssees*es*%gnf  em  I 
serous  tfteharge  issues  from  the  fisoffth  of  SJhei 
Occasionally,  oedema  Of  tbe<*»epuweyW4Sh*ets 
Sense  of  numbness  in  the*  part,  -  eeatM 
*atfdfn%,  but  usually  not  very  great;  forth*  fine  tea* 
or  three  micturitions  after  the  injection  ?  sad  what 
thesis-may  betas  great  measure  otnUjejed  by  in- 
jeetagulHtte  aiaiood  ouVJest  before  attempting  te 
make  wwterl1  In  about  eighteen  o*  twentymos*  house, 
ttetttrtr  the  Urethra  are  fouujd  separated  be  a  dot 
of  tlwrfyellowipust'thisk  reasoved  by  sue  ■tresuaef 
urine,' aed^utay  or  esay  noefonn  a  second  time. 

If  the  disease  was  only  in  its  first  stage,  it  is  noweuswi ; 
but' if  more  established,  the' injection  will  have  to  be 
repeated*,  as  often  as  the  peculiar  tingling  seseatton 
and'  gonorrhoeal  secretion  re-appear.  In  this  case,  the 
small  firm' dot  is  not  formed,  but  in  its  stead,  there  is 
s  discharge  of  more  fluid  pus.  Hie  number  of  injec- 
tions, and  consequently  the  length  of  time  required 
for  cure,  depend  chiefly  upon  'die  anterior  duration  of 
the  disease.  '  Yu  the  sedte  stftgfe  of  a  first  attack,  where 
both  pain  and  discbarge  are  considerable,  I  have  never 
seen  any  harm  from  employing  the  strong  injection, 
using,  at  the  same  time,  mild  aperients,  tartarised  anti- 
mony and  opium  internally,  enjoining  perfect  rest  and 
abstinence,  and  frequent  washing  out  of  the  urethra 
with  some  weak  astringent  solution,  as  the  solution  of 
acetate  of  lead  and  sulphate  of  zinc  combined  so  as 
mutually  to  decompose  each  other*.  On  the  contrary, 
the  course  of  the  disease  his  appeared  to  be  materially 
shortened.  When  the  inflammation  is  subacute,  but 
the  discharge  still  purulent,  as  in  persons  habituated 
to  claps,  or,  after  a  certain  period,  in  a  first  attack, 
copaiba  or  cubebs  have  been  given  in  the  usual  way, 
but  the  injection  has  manifestly  been  of  service.  la 
gleet,  a  single  injection  has  sometimes  led  to  a  cure 
after  the  failure  of  almost  all  other  kinds  of  Injection ; 
more  frequently,  several  injections  hare  been  required ; 
in  a  few  instances  the  chloride  has  entirely  failed, 
bu,t  in  these  cases,  no  other  form  of  injection  subse- 
quently tried  has  succeeded,  and  the  disease  has  been 
cured  by  the'  use  of  bougies,  or  it  has  lasted  until  a 
fresh  clap  was  contracted,  or  it  has  gradually  worn  out 
as  the  patient's  general  health  improved; 

The  pain  caused  by  this  injection  is  not  so  great  as 
that  attending  the  use  of  the  strong  solution  of  nitrate 
of  silver;  the  occasional  cedema  sometimes  alarms  the 
patient,  but  unnecessarily,  as  it  always  subsides  in  a 
few  hours,  requiring  only  that  the  patient  remain  quiet. 
I  have  never  seen  this  oedema  produce  phymosis  to  any 
serious  extent.  Inflammation  of  the  testicle  I  have 
not  st  present  known  to  occur  after  using  the  injec- 
tion $  bus  frequently  where  the  pu^tjbad^etteasSed 
to  hie  goAorrfcae.  until  orchiu>h*4sas«ji«jn^aitar 
rcmriog.tbe.  jattcs,  ianu*Mt«fiOr  tfcftjdap  ass  .been 
effectually  •toasted  with  the,  strong  soMea*  I  sea  not 
aware  tiuftitanse  has  even.***,**  the  fexaietioa  of 


amy  wttes^saaeingtM-or'itswslssay  as  eexneaes  of 
copfss,  oreinev  ea^alussv  oesjftintt  uf  sJsus*ViwsB»  as 
b  well  known,  if  locally  apnssanVsaani  sail  a  saasaasasai  , 
*****  of  the  goonorrhota,  frequently  put  a  stop  to  the 
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Bat  aft  these  *Js»  wtH  fraqunntjy  ftitVI 

t  Jsnnwa  **s),ci|lt*Ms*  KoMiaU  analac  thee* 
One  gentleman  wit  cared  of  seven 
distinct  attacks  in  the  same  year  by  this  meant. 
• .  i  • .  *  .  ■  -  ■  « .► «  •  t 
rwt/brai  (^MaWwa  — The  great  importance  of 
frequent  removal  of  the  matter  from  the  surface  of  an 
i  lift  fined  secreting  ntembrane  cannot  be  more  forcibly 
illustrated  than  by  the  treatment  of  this  disease.  In  a 
mild  ease  of  the  purulent  ophthalmia  of  infanta,  teen  it 
the  oaaavaenceiweflt,  great  cleanliness,  the  frequent  re- 
moral  of  discharge,-  and  the  application  of  any  appro- 
priate astringent  solution,  will  generally  suttee  for  tbfe 
core  of  Che  aflecttoo.  But  when  the  child  has  been 
negfeeled  and  the  disease  eDow*di<r  run  itt  course  for 
some  time  unchecked,  ft  becomes  perhaps  morfrserfotsi 
and  requires  more  watehfu!  care'  than  any  other  itfnsxft* 
mation  of  the  eye.  '  fin  this,  as  in  piriform  ioflanv 
mation  of  the  eye  in  adults,  the  application  of  the 
strong  solution  of  chloride  of  lime  is  of  the  greatest 
use.'  I  ham  only  treated  one  case  of  gonorrhoea! 
ophthalmia  in  this  way ;  but  in  that  the  result  was 
equally  satisfactory.  In  one  case,  purulent  ophthalmia 
in  an  infant,  which  had  resisted  ordinary  treatment  for 
two  months,  was  cured  in  four  days  by  the  strong 
solution.  During  the  same  year,  the  father  had  been 
cured  by  it  of  chronk  gonorrhoea.    - 

In  no  instance  baa  the  eye  sustained  any  permanent 
lesion  that  did  not  already  ixitt  before  applying  the 
solution ;  out  in  many  cases,  a  haay  cornea  has.  become 
clear,  and  ulceration,  and  opacity  ceased  to  spread,  as 
the  purulent  discharge  diminished  under  its  use.  Hie 
mode  of  using  the  chloride  has  been  the  following : — 
The  eyelids  are  slowly  and  gently  separated  until  the 
cornea  can  be  seen,  when  that  is  nianagable,  and  all  ac- 
cretion wiped  away  with  a  fine  soft  sponge.  A  large  bushy 
camel-hair  pencil,  c^rgfid  with  the  strong  solution, 
is  then  insinuated  beneath  the  upper  eyelid  and  swept 
round  the  front  of  the  eje;  the  pencil  is  again  charged 
with  the  solution  and  applied  to  the  everted  lower  lid. 
Unless  plenty  of  the  4uid  he  thus  applied,  the  applica- 
tion, will  be  equally  painful  hut  leas  effectual.  There 
is  considerable  pain,  of  a  smarting,  burning  character, 
for  half  an  hour  or  longer,  and  the  already-swollen 
eyelids,  become  still  more  Jtutnid  and  prominent.  This 
tumefaction  is  cedematous  is.  character,  the  skin  losing 
in.  some  measure,  its  peculiar  redness  and  becoming 
more  transparent..  In  a  few  hours,  a  serous  discharge 
ooaes  out  from  between  the  eyelids,  and  the  swelling 
partially  subsides.  This  is. followed  by  secretion  of 
matter,  but  after  two  or,  three  application*  of  the 
chloride,  in  perceptibly  dimmfehed  quantity,  the 
discharge  gradually  loses  its .  characteristic  yellow 
colour,  and  is  seen  in  flakes  on  opening  the  eyelids. 
After  three  or  more  applications,  the  eyelids  no  longer 
swell  as  they  did  after  the  first,  and  the  pain  is  much 
less.,  As  the  inflammation  lessens,  the  lids  assume  a 
shriyeBed,  wrinkled,  yellowish  appearance,  and  the 
patient,  can  open  his  eyes  without  touching  shorn,  The 
eyes  are  kept  clean  frifa  wsrm  water,  .matter  never 
being  suffered  to  colject  beaeats)  the  upper  lid,  * 
little  sj>ermai^tic4n,to>en^ia^»earedon  ton  eegae  of* 
the  eyelids,  and  the  strong  solution  is  applied 

to  he  In  the  frastjfcgawe,  paoform.  -Wo  4&m\ 
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the 


any  injurious  effect,  such  as  con- 


t  hare  never  seen  an 
tractitm  of  te*kkWitem&?mn*mi$tW)i^ 
solatia*  t/ ^lor*.p<tUy>c^,*aa1  naa^it  dees  net. 
detiroy  the  surface  to  which  it  is  applied,  no  sack 
result  is  probable.    Having  seen  the  nitrate  of  silver, 
Wstht^jmthoBjMhestf 

very  extensively,  a*4  witnessed  its  great  nfiicaoy  in 
Ibis  disease,  I  believe  that  the  chloride  of  lime  used  as 
above,  will  be  found  preferable.  Its  application  is 
less  painful,  ft  cures  the  disease  more  speedily,  and  it 
never  leads  to  mischief.  In  being  applicable  alike 
in  the  most  acute  and  more  chronic  stages,  it  possesses 
no  advantage  over  the  other. 

Holmes  Chapel,  Cheshire, 
December  3rd,  1844. 


I  PROVINCIAL 

JWtfcical  fc  $urgical  Sottrftrt* 

WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER  18,  1844: 


We  observe  that  the  question  of  the  registration 
of  existing  practitioners,  is  giving  rise  to  consi- 
derable discussion,  partly  in  consequence  of  the 
misapprehension  of  the  place  supposed  to  be 
occupied  by  the  newly-created  order  of  Fellows  of 
the  College  of  Surgeons.  Some  of  these  gentle- 
men, it  appears,  are  inclined  to  consider  themselves 
as  surgeons  par-excellence,  and  that  the  members  . 
of  the  College  in  general,  heretofore  certified  by 
the  Examiners  as  competent  to  practise  surgery, 
are  henceforth  to  be  considered  as  of  a  different 
class.  The  subject  will  be  found  discussed  in  an 
able  letter  from  a  provincial  surgeon  of  eminence 
in  another  column. 

While  alluding  to  the  subject  of  the  actual 
position,  as  regards  registration,  of  existing 
practitioners,  we  may  take  occasion  to  reply  to 
a  question  from  a  correspondent,  requesting  as 
to  say  how  licentiates  of  the  Apothecaries'  Com- 
pany will  be  registered  under  the  bill.  As  the 
associates  of  the  College  of  Physicians  will  be 
entitled  to  register  as  physicians,  equally  with  the 
fellows,  it  cannot  be  doubted  but  that  the  members 
or  associates  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  would,  by 
implication,  be  entitled  equally  with  the  newlj- 
cxeated  fellows  of  that  College,  to  register  as 
surgeons.  The  licentiates  of  medkine  and  surgery, 
therefore,  if  the  expre^wn  have  fey  meaning  stall, 
most  apply  to  the  licentiates  of  the  Apothecaries' 
Company*  itiz&d  b 
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The  28tb  clause  of  tbai"I^HiUN¥Sr»1lM^f«r 
here  re-print,  is  »ejjllell.|»^jjj^^^ii*' 
withstodmg  the  pwverbial  uqc^rteiaty  otlegaJ 
e*aetaieiits,  there  seems  ntr  renaotr  to  qne*ioti<  the 
true  import,  of  its  provisions.      . 

The  clauses  headed,  Pertsnw  mo*  pratfall 'mg* 
may  be  registered,  and  is  is  fbflows*:--* 

"  Prorided  always,  and  be  it  enacted*  that  it  aball  be 
lawful  for  the  said  council,  on  the  application,  within 
twelve  calendar  months  after  the  passing  of  this  act, 
of  soy  person  legally  practising  as  a  physician,  turgcim, 
or  apothecary,  at  the  time  jof  the  passing  of  this  act, 
in  amy  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  or  on  the  application  within  two  years  of 
any  person  so  legally  practising  in  any  of  her  Majesty's 
colonies  and  foreign-possessions,  to  cause  the  name 
of  such  person  to  be  registered  as  a  physician,  surgeon, 
or  licentiate  in  medicine  and  surgery,  as  the  case  may 
be,  on  psednctftm  to  the  said  council  of  his  dip  tosHa,* 
license,  or  certificate,  or  such  other  proof  as  shall  be 
satisfactory  to  the.  said  council,  that  at  the  time  of  the 
passing  of  this  act,  he  was  legally  entitled  to  practise 
as  a  physician,  surgeon,  or  apothecary,  as  the  case  may 
be,  in  eome  part  of  the  said  United  Kingdom,  and  on 
payment  of  a  fee  of  two  pounds  in  the  case  of  fellows 
or  associates  of  the  said  Colleges  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons  respectively,  and  of  five  shillings  in  every 
other  case,  which  fees  shall  be  applied  toward  the 
expenses  of  this  act ;  and  during  the  said  period  of 
twelve  calendar  months  every  person  legally  practising 
as  a  physician,  surgeon,  or  apothecary  at  the  time  of 
the  passing  of  this  act  in  the  said  United  Kingdom, 
and  during  the  said  period  of  two  years,  every  person 
so  legally  practising  in  any  of  her  Majesty's  colonies 
and  foreign  possessions,  although  not  registered,  shall 
continue  to  enjoy  the  same  privileges  and  exemptions, 
and  be  qualified  to  be  appointed  to  the  same  offices, 
and  to  practise  in  the  same. manner  as  if  this  act  had 
not  been  passed,  and  no  further  or  otherwise,  unless 
registered  under  this  act." 

The  chief  ambiguity  in  the  wording  of  the  clause 
is  in  the  passage  "  if  any  person  legally  practising 
as  a  physician,  surgeon,  or  apothecary,  at  the  time 
of  the  passing  of  this  act,  in  any  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom."  This  ambiguity  however  applies  neither 
to  the  English  surgeon,  nor  to  the  licentiate  of  the 
Apothecaries'  Company,  but  solely  to  the  graduates 
of  the  Scottish  and  Irish  Universities;  and  is 
moreover  qualified  by  a  subsequent  passage  "  that 
at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  act  he  was  legally 
qualified  to  practise  as  a  physician,  surgeon,  or 
apothecary,  as  the  case  may  be,  in  same  part  of  the 
sjaty  Unfed  Kingdom."  .{J 
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OBSERVATIONS  ON  THB  CLAUSES  AND  PRO-  , 
VIMONS'OF  SmMtfi»GRA«AM'*MMHCAL 

MIX.        

By  Charles  T.  Carts*,  Esq^,  Hadley. 
{Continued  from  page  566.) 
Let  us  now  turn  to  the  more  questionable  parts  of 
the  measure,  and  amongst  these  the  Ars^that  claims 
our,  attention,  is  the  constitution  of  the  Council 
(clause  2).  This  body,  it  may.  be  affirmed,  would  be 
too  much  under  the  influence  of  the  Crown.  I  am 
not  apprehensive  that  in  these  days  of  scrutiny  and 
faulufintfng,  any  Secretary  of  State  would  nominate 
er  approve  of  fatfefly  improper  persons,  but  be  might 
appotot  individuals,  who,  unchecked  by  professional  re- 
spotmWity,,  migbUpok  to  the  interests  and  aggrandize- 
ment of  .particular  classes  or  grades,  rather  than  to  those 
of  the  profession  at  large,  and  of  the  public  in  connec- 
tion therewith.  Such  a  surmise  is  warranted  at  least  by 
the  omission  of  general  practitioners  from  the  Council; 
the  composition  of  the  Council  is  in  fact  without  a 
parallel  amongst  the  institutions  of  the  country.  It 
recognizes,  toa  small  extent,  the  principle  of  represen- 
tation, inasmuch  as  the  Colleges  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons  of  the  United  Kingdom  are  each  .to  send  a 
representative ;  but  the  men  who  constitute  nine- 
tenths  of  the  professional  body — the  general  practi- 
tioners-^nre  not  to  be  represented  at  all;  unless, 
indeed,  the  surgeon  from  the  provinces,  who  Sir  James 
Graham  tflnJb  ought  16  be  one  of  the  Crown  nominees, 
should  happen!  to  be  engaged 'in  general  practice.  Why 
there  should  be  this  exclusion  of  a  great,  influential, 
and  deservedly  respected  class,  from  a  body  which  is  to 
preside  over  and  regulate  the  affairs  of  the  whole  pro- 
fession, I  am  at  a  loss  to  know.  'The'  Trainers  of  the 
bill  may  probably  say,  *  Why  consider  the  general 
practitioner  as  distinct  from  the1  physician  and  sur- 
geon ;  why  disconnect  them?  We  offer  inducements 
for1  the  former  to  ascend  Into' ihe  other  grades,  and 
thereby  obtain  a  voice  in  the  government  of  the' ■pro- 
fession." That  there  is,  at  this  present' time,  a  dis- 
connection between  the  physician  aid  surgeon  and  the 
general  practitioner,  is  beyond  dispute,  and  if 'this  be 
wrong,  at  whose  door  lies  the  blame?  Ih' the  early 
part  of  the  present  century,  whHe  the  London  Col- 
leges were  engrossed,  •  fa  watching  the  Interests,  the 
one  of  pure  physic,  the  other  of  pure  surgery,  the  '' 
public  were  demanding  a  class  of  frracoTf foners  whiT* 
should  unite'  In1  the  same  individual,' ttie  practice  of 
both  these  departments  in  addition  to  midwifery,  winch 
partakes  of  each.  Tie  opportunity'  of  presiding  such 
a  class  was  Offered  to- the  Colleges  and  oy  rnem  re- 
jected. They  would  have '  nothing  to  do  with  the 
general  praeff fioner ;  they  handed  him  over'  lb  the 
eonjpatiy  of  Apothecaries.  Henceforth,1  if  appears, 
they  ate  to  construct,  with  the  assistance  of  Usfe  latter, 
a  joint  hoard  tor  his  exammatidn,  aha  were  tte*  pnysi- 
ciaue  and  surgeons  to  he  meAtfiUbws  of  their  Respective 
.colleges,  anil  tee  general  practffluueis,  instCau  or* being 
deai|^iu%Wl*Iieenttttest  in  Medicine  and'Surgery?"  were 
totecofcte  mtmteri  of  *e"  Colleges' oT  AySifnans^mnf 

M  .   «.^     ■—    ly    t,    «    -'--^"lif  Mil?  m   lAJadl  Stt     '*■-  •-"■■—«-  'ft'. 

surgeon*)  were  womu  on  some  snow  oi  reason  m  taw 

course1  proposes}  DniTne^smocuKion  atreaay  misting, 

instea#af  m^*tm^&;'w<m*  Wlneimti  *A& 
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of  iiolgvilit«^rsMi'-«M'it'MMi<tti1  fcog&b 
gittMltitHatiM^plterClM  diploma  of  tte  London 
CoHege  ^tagnoas.  fb»  latter  has  ia  fact  been 
trraelng  on  tb»  he**  Of  Ifceohysiciab  ana*  surgeon— 
too  eJbneJy  it  would  swam  as,  k  future,  the  physician 
mutt  be  2ft  jtMi«r«K  todtk  sovgeon  25,  while 
the  ago*  of  the  general  Oractitioner  Is  to  remain  at  2l. 
Id  virtue  of  hit  diploma;  the  loiter  now  stylos  himself 
a  suroso*.  Ho  is  a  •Master  of  the  College  of  Sur- 
geons. 6k  AstJuy  Cooper,  Mr.  Abtrnetby,  and  Sir 
Charles  BeH  were  no  more.  Heace  the  reason  of 
so  many  persons  putting  themselves  to  the  expense  of 
a  purely  honorary  diploma.  No  general  practitioner 
calls  himself  an  ipothtcary  r  ho  likes  not  the  name, 
and  is  by  no  means  proud  of  the  source  from  whence 
it  is  procurable}  the  diploma  of  the  College  of  Sur* 
geons  confers  upon  aim  the  same  title,  and  places  him 
in  the  same  fist  with  the  many  distinguished  indivi- 
duals who  hare  in  this  country,  and  in  times  gone  by, 
shed  lustre  on  the  science  and  art  of  surgery. 

Butall  this  is  tobe  altered  undertbe  new  charter  and  the 
new  bill,  and  amidst  the  changes  likely  to  be  induced 
thereby,  can  H  be  matter  for  surprise,  that  the  general 
practitioner  should  look  to  the  interests  of  his  own 
order.  The  writer  of  the  well-known  article  in  the 
Qjtarierly  Jbrissy,  (Deo  .1840,)  acknowledges  that  it  is 
not  so  much  for  physicians  and  surgeons,  as  for  general 
petitioners,  that  legislation  is  required:  The  time 
for  legislating  is  arrived ;  a  Medical  Reform  Bill  has 
been  read  a  first  time,  and  how  are  they  affected  by 
it?  The  profession  is  to  be  dfviM  into  ^  Physicians," 
41  Surgeons,'1  and  u  Llotalietasof  Medicine  and  Sur- 
gery," Un  Goners*  Proctjtioners.  One  Council  is  to 
preside  over  ell*  •  This  Council  wilM»*n*  *tf<w,  consist 
of  three  Regius  Professors  of  Medicine,  and  two  of 
Surgery ;  three  representative*  of  the  Colleges  of  Phy- 
sicians, and  throe,  of  the  Cottages  of  Surgeons  ;  and 
how  many  of  tbe  lieentiatcs  of  Medicine  and  Sur- 
gery ?  Not  oxsj  !  Tw6  nf  the  tkre*  classes  into 
which  the  bill  divides  the  profession  are  to  be  repre- 
sented, but  the  third,  the  most  numerous,  and,  as  far 
as  (he  public  ia  concerned,  not  the  least  important,  is 
to  hare  no  share  in  the  regulation  of  professional 
matters,  not  even  of  those  appertaining  to  the  edu- 
cation and  government  of  its  own  grade.  The  College 
of  Physicians  in  the  year  1841,  presented  a  petition 
to  the  House  of  Commons,  wherein  they  stated 
that  in  their  opinion,  "  physicians  are,  and  ever  most 
be,,  the  best  judges  of  the  qualifications  of  physicians." 
May  not  a  similar  declaration. be  made  in  reference 
to  general  practitioners  sod  fnsfr  onaUfaatkms  ?  The 
exclusion  of  this  class  tVomthe  Council  would  almost 
induce  the  belief,  that  the  author  of  the  bill  must, 
during  its  contraction*  hare  had  in  his  eye  a  class  of 
persons  who,  iul/fLond0n,  are  unfortunately  rather 
numerous ;  perspjas;  wfrp  aithec  are  or  call  themselves , 
ssroseiis.and  aqtaboas  druggists;  who,  in  addition, 
to  salts  and.. rhubarb^  prescribed  and  sold  over,  to* 
counter,  eornbjjm  the,. retail  of  perfumery,,  cigars, 
and  lucifer  matches.  .  JLa  the  provinces,  tho  number  of 
such  persons isjcomjisjajnyely,  lew;,  these  are,  never- 
theless now,  (as  them  always  will  be,)  both  in,  London, 
and  out  of  U^  mapy  s^nlMfoau  eAgagsd..  ia  ge 
practice,  who ; might  with,  much  advanlass).  to  such 
abo4ybe»ftle4  K>  a l^ncil  of . Heaitb  jt*44fe«ael 
Education.  Spnmtof  (fees*,  ft  may Jm.  ssid^sasiiSTSjamt, 
and  would  be  at  liberty  to  rote  in  the  election  of  the 
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Trte£ttN^1mv%^ltfU^Sswefceurho^  of  Che rfR&wkmp 
/**  upon  Aem,- Btrtrth^  a*e'  nor  the'  teat  gelteal 
practitioners  on  that  account.  Such'  they  are,  sucVflhey 
will  piphaatj  roinaJn,  ito*sUCb>lhey  wiR  dftnfto  n*0  de- 
giadanontobocoosktarod.  41**  the*,  ft' may  weasjtdd, 
is  a  OmncU  to  be  fdrsfced,  so  as  to  represent  aB 
classes  of  the  profession  ?  I  tieKeve  this  object  would- 
be  most  effieotoally  attainted  ty  eetiMfshrhtf  h  quafffi- 
cation  which  shauH  ho  common  to  nU  medical  men,' 
pbyssnana>  snegtsisj,  -and '  general  practitioners,  and 
which  shooW  constitute  thok  kJHe  to  be  registered  as 
qusiijM  persons.  Without  oalermins;  to every  practi- 
tioner •  the  right  of  voting,  a  sufficiently  numerous 
consistneney  might  bar  formed  out  Of  the  registered 
body,  and  to  this  might  be  entrusted  the  duty  of 
eleettng-apart  of  the  Council.  It  has  been  objected 
to  such  a  plan,  that  it  would  giro  rise  t»  agitation,' 
jealousy,:  and  other  >npAeaaant  -cOiiseatjcnoes;  No 
one  oan  be  more  opposed  than  I  amto  anyaJuttg*  wnsbb. 
could  lead  to  such  unfortunate  results  among  4fce 
members  of  a  laaraed  profession*  better  would  it 
fie  to  relinquish  the  electoral  privilege,  than  that 
such  evils  should  ensue  from  its  attornment;  but 
the  uvofession  is  not  a  mob,  its  pursuits  are  tsetJriug 
and  peaceable,  and  it  is  difficult  to  arouse  its  encm- 
bers  or  to  bring  them  together  even  to  vittdseato 
their  own  interests.  A  limited  election,  by  such  a 
body  might  be  conducted  without  excitement  of  any 
kind ;  it  would  ensure  the  appointment  of  able  and 
distinguished  men,  and  the  profession  would  feel  con- 
fidence in  a  council  chosen  by  it  in  conjunction  with 
the  Crown,  As  there  are  two  parties  to  be  served^ 
the  public  and  the  profession— it  is  only  right  that  the 
Crown  should  nominate  part  of  the  Council  of  Health. 
A  connection  would  thus  be  established  between  the 
profession  and  the  State,  which  would  give  the  former 
a  degree  of  influence  it  has  never  yet  possessed 

The  foregoing  mode  of  organising  the  profession  and 
its  ruling  council,  has  been  sanctioned  by  high  indi- 
vidual authority,  and  by  various  associated  bodies. 
There  does  not,  however,  at  present  seem  much  like- 
lihood of  its  being  acted  upon ;  but  if  a  supreme 
Council  is  to  be  established,  and  if  that  Council  or 
part  of  it  is  to  be  made  representative,  it  should  repre- 
sent not  alone  this  or  that  .department  or  section,  but 
the  whole  professional  community.  If  the  profession 
is  tobe  divided  into  three  distinct  classes,  and  if  two 
of  these  be  empowered  to  send  members  to  the  said 
Council,  reason  and  justice  demand  that  a  similar  pri- 
vilege should  be  accorded  to  the  remaining  class.  A 
difficulty,  it  Is  true,  presents  itself  as  to  the  mode  of 
selecting  the  representatives  of  the  latter,  which  does 
not  attach  to  the  others,  seeing  that  general  practi- 
tioners, unlike  physicians  and  surgeons,  are  not  asso- 
ciated in  a  commonality  or  college  of  their  own ;  if 
this  however  be  the  only  difficulty,  it  is  one  that  woulcl 
be  easily  surmounted  by  the  exercise  of  the  Royal, 
prerogative.  The  general  practitioners  might,  be  in- 
corporated, and  from  their  corporation  or  cofiege,  a 
due  proportion  of  representatives  might  be  chosen  to 
officiate  as  members  of  the  Council  of  Health;  eVc.  * 

It  is  unnecessary  for  ma  to  disgust  .nMbjri  .yreaent 
moment,  the  expediency  or  desalts**  o/*,|Mfd 
Medical  College.  I  mention  sock  sn  insttotjesyia 
this  place,  as  affording  a  medium  of  securing  to  tins 
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The,  aje  afc  oMch,.  persona  ere  to^he  adaillliiil  a* 
Ucen^nm^t  iue*<»*  mH  awiMyhl  MnU:lundilr 
submit  is  too  early;  23  woeM.hove  tee*  pteferabfe 
to  21*  Itmiai«£Jtej)eiurtto.iMi«iM9Btettedtfe«t 
four  years  as*  enough,  wberem  to  piesnve  »  student' 
foe  too  dotie«  of  medical  p^ttee^-aye,  And  for*  the 
degree  of  M,D.  Surely  ihi.ii  to*  short  a  tan  of 
study.  Six  yean  at  k«at  sh*nU  be  exacted*  tyine 
age  of  17,  a  youth  would  has*  had  timet*  pnsonte* 
.good  preumioary  education,  and  the  suheeojuent  «x 
wear*  would  admits  a  good  eudssal  ed^entsm*  in- 
cluding a  peaod-rr*of  tfjheyear*,  bat  of  seme  months 
—occupiedia  something  analogous  to  too  apprcolfeev 
sup  of  the  present  day. 

The  Bill,  white  it  given  the  profession  one  head  dee* 
not  unite  Ma  members  in  one  body;  neither  does  ft 
tcknowOadge  the  unity  of  medicine  and  surfery,  by 
otfauw*  that  all  qualified  practitioners  shall,  op  to  a 
certain  joint,  be  similarly  educated.  I  should  have 
bee*  glad  to  find  in  the  bill  some  process  for  dlscoeo- 
connUfPfiwing  and  punishing  dishonourable  conduct 
amongst  roistered  practitioners,  such  as  crasura  of 
the,  offender's  name,  lorn  -of  privilege,  Ac*  Sir  Jesses 
Clark  has  adverted  to  each  a  provision,  and  it  would 
undoubtedly  have  a  salutary  influence. 
(Take 


THE  COUNCIL  OF  HEALTH  AND  MEDICAL 
EDUCATION. 

TO  TAB    RDITOR  OF  THB  PROVINCIAL  MBDICAL  AND 
8URGICAL  JOURNAL. 

Sir, 

As  the  Council  of  Health  and  Medical  Education, 
if  not  properly  established,  probably  will  unwittingly 
sanction,  the  Council  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons 
in  attempting  to  pass  off  their  "  Fellows,"  as  a  superior 
race  of  surgeons,  it  may  be  well  for  us  to  discuss  the 
subject  of  the  pretention!  of  "Fellow  of  the  College" 
to  evperior  merit.  And  as  the  College  of  Surgeons 
have  differed  very  much  from  the  Society  of  Apothe- 
caries, in  the  treatment  of  their  respective  members,  it 
may  be  well  to  point  out  at  the  same  time,  the  extent 
of  that  difference. 

Before  receiving  a  diploma  from  the  College  of 
Surgeons,  each  member,  after  his  examination*  is 
desired  to  take  an  oath  (I  speak  from  memory)  to  the 
following  effect : — "  That  he  will  not  do  anything  to 
disparage  or  to  bring  into  disrepute,  the  character  of 
a  brother  practitioner;  nor  anything  to  sully  the 
honour  or  to  lower  the  dignity  of  his  profession  in 
pablic  estimation.*'  But,  a  majority  of  the  Examiners 
and  Council  of  the  College,  I  suppose,  thinking  pre- 
cept better  than  example,  nave  taken  steps  to  degrade 
the  bulk  of  their  members,  by  invidiously  raising,  or 
rather  endeavouring  to  raise,  a^ove  the  rest  of  their 
members,  a  small  number,  who  ^ave  procured  public 
appointments  or  who  happen  to  have  interest  with  that 
body.  And  when  a  deputation  from  the  less  favoured 
members  sought  an  interview  wife  the  Council  on  the 
subject,  they  refused  10  see  the  deputation. 


.  The  Society  of  Aps<haearie%jsi»anex^sWMfU.  have 
oJfredtoeaotawftMp  (the  4t«mM)a:to(asji*.v* 
in  upholding  our  pre***  attCkm  in Abe,pfof eeato*  end 
in  sndflamitrjpg  to-retein,iias  beastosVisev  4bo.  MhUo 
confidence  as  professional  seen.  4.  XJ*  .Society  of 
Apothecaries  nave,  raised  their  eOmtejtV  of.  medical 
education  to  such  a  high- degree,  es^  to.  make  the 
general  practitioner  more  extenajraly  informed  in 
physic,  surgery,  midwifery,  and  the  coUaleral  sciences, 
than  u pore?  physicians, Or " poos" aatgeona are ;  anil 
suchelevetioo  is  calculated  to  excite  she  wett«|poundod 
fears  and  jeakmay  of  those  physiciamv  who,  not  prac- 
tising  jridwifejjr*  .are  more  ignorant  of  the  diseases  of 
,  women  and  cluUsHtfn  then  general  practitioners  ace ; 
and  of  that^laas -ofc  smgeonstuuio  am  saoch  less  fro* 
queatty  consulted  the*  they  were  before  the  Society 
of  Apothecaries  had  so  highly  edncated  and  elevated 
the  general  BrecMooem  *,  wlilst  the  College  of  Sur- 
geons have  wito4mwi\f  themselves  front  intercourse 
■  with,  and  hare  separated  themselves  from,  geneasi 
practitioners.;, .  and  jnjoreoyer,  hare  .applied  for  and 
have  obtained  nresh  Bariiamentacy  enactments  ami 
powersf  for ,  enhancing  and  extending  .  their  own 
interests  only,  as  hospital  ,  surgeon*,  and .  lecturers. 
Although  Abo  conduct  of  the  two  bodies*  has  been 
shown  by  4tfenM*.iCircuiirtAn£*t;  yot  <ifi  has  beep. 
displaced.  The  .suraeooa.  faavcjiMtod,  nnrenwbat  liko 
the,  bear  in  i$se*yW!fe,fable»  end  they,  perhaps,  snap 
not  find  it  very  dissimibuv  Tlu*hoenital  surnjeonsAio 
to  enrich  themselves  by  fees  from  «  apoceotices  oir 
d^essetsv  The  apprealices  or  dressers  ote^to  pay  the 
fees  soonsitite  Otemsetves  toan  enAmiaation  for  a  FeUow- 
ship^and^obltrejsstM'oismltis^ansTtiitt 
a  ckss  abot%  too  niirehess'of  Jtho  Collcren  'bote wttl 
their  dressMaai>a>aR4thW  WhisjebtieieisJiii  tlinra  ttho 
better  sam^ons/t  Dedidedly  aot^laleasesraro^iiing 
and  a  memory  far .  resssni  Sg>  wlemenonty  knowktdais, 
so  as  to  nam  e>  irot^ratfr  exsmnnaiios%;  Well  not  areil 


them  anything -as  practteas  %  and '  wjasnh  ism-geooJs 
inasmuch  as  they  waU  he  ahnestsnOe  to  frU  io-  more 
important  faesdtsesv  and  almom^ta  amy  Enable  Ihem 
to  convmee  nos^t^enssraonl  aoen  of  their'  swpoite 
learning,  it  will  <  eat  enable  them  to  ^dssrrhsnVnate 
diseases,  to  cure  thenv  or  to  operate  with  superior 
dexterity.  If  passing  an  examination  with  erfdf  would 
make  a  man  a  practical  surgeon;  why  are  not  the  first 
class  men  and  the  first  wranglers  the  beat  clergymen  ? 
As  far  as  I  have  seen,  the  shining  abilities  for  acquiring 
learning,  information  from  books  and  lecSoves,  are 
anything  bnt  good  omens ;  there  are  oxosptsooe*  but 
Nature,  a^swrnily  speakjng»  distribntos  her  **  Gifts* 
with  fairness  and  justice  }  so  that  if  a  man  have  some 
unusual  abilities,  he  will  be  deficient  in  others. 

The  essentials  for  a  medical  man  are,  good  health, 
courage  and  firmness,  a  steady  hand,  common  sense  and 
judgment,  acnteness,  discernment,  discretion,  inherent 
genius  with  humility,  and  some  mechanical  knowledge. 
Now,  a  young  man  may  have  these  essentials;  he  may 
acquire  a  sufficient  knowledge  of  anatomy,  physiology, 
and  other  requisites  for  practical  usefulness ;  and 
although  he  may  not  have  the  means  of  becoming 
more  eligible  as  a  candidate  for  a  Fellowship,  yet, 
after  having  had  a  shorter  time  lor  practice,  observa- 
tion, and  experience,  then -many  of  the  Fellows  of  the 
College  of*  which  be  is  only  a  tnehmer,  be  may  become 
far  more  skilful  in  detecting,  dlstmgwtihmf  t  and  eorine; 
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disease;  and  much  more  adroit  In  operating,  than 
another  man  who  stood  first  in  honours  at  the  exami- 
nation for  Fellowships.  Doubtless  some  Fellows  will 
make  good  practical  surgeons ;  what  I  maintain  is, 
that  those  who  do  will  represent  the  exceptions,  not 
the  rule.  We  know  that  the  most  scientific  are  sel- 
dom the  best  practical  men ;  and,  amongst  those  who 
are  folly  qualified,  we  all  could  point  out  a  man  who, 
though  able  to  talk  very  learnedly  about  a  complaint, 
yet  could  not  cure  it ;  and  another  man  who,  though 
he  could  not  enter  into  a  learned  discussion  about  a 
disease,  yet,  would  eradicate  it  from  the  system. 

Amongst  the  public,  men  df  common  observation 
and  discernment  would  be  generally  able  to  distinguish 
between  the  good  and  the  bad  practical  men,  if  they 
bad  the  me^ns  for  judging,  but  they  hare  not  opportu- 
nities for  doing  so  ;  therefore  they  must  apply  to  and 
employ  those  men  who  are  the  most  sanctioned  by 
the  "Council  of  Health  and  Medical  Education." 
Buth  ow  may  the  public  be  misled  by  that  Council  if 
it  be  not  composed  of  sound  practical  professional 
men !  It  indeed  will  be  "the  blind  leading  the  blind," 
and  they  will  be  many  who  Wl  into  the  pit !  It  would 
be  far  more  likely  that  the  first-class  men  and  wranglers 
at  College,  would  make  the  best  pastoral  Clergyman ; 
but  are  they  more  able  to  ascertain  and  to"  become 
better  acquainted  with  the  characters  and  dispositions 
of  men?  Do  they  better  understand  men's  various 
passions  ?    Do  tney  luiOw  better— 

■     A.     7/  «  .-.  . 

Mwk  W*H  '** wwm  biaa?'/ 
Do  they  suceeeftftetttr  m  reclaiming  men  tAHfr  what  is 
wt*Dg  to  what  is  *tfbv?--4w  ahttrt,  tfo  tJmy  main  the 
fcett^cttMrnett?'''  Am c*a*}ttta*who  can  write 
an  el<M|««Ml'aad  Mltf*e*4klfeiMttfcVii  eeffem  one  of 
the  mo*<miee^8uM<4tt'-ofe pastoral  duties,  so  (the 
iff  n*tfictnw4a*a*rei«*  wan*  a  man  may  be 
i  n*Mie*M<tfBWc»¥md  theoretical  tmaglnation, 
without  being  acute,  wary,  sound,  nod  wise,  with  tact 
in  'prtcfee.  The-PeBow  Wh6  baa  been  preparing 
UnMetf  for',  and  Who  has  past  thereat  examination  in, 
ctemcalaiy  kWo^tedg»,'W4#  not  often  prove  the  moat 
successful  praetit*svJef<;  tariff  not  core  diseases  better 
nor  operate-  »ote?»«ehtero»4y  than  the  majority  of 
the  members,  havtnfthe  «(»w  owpottum'tieain^piacttce. 
-  «r,  at  Ihewe^eon  ^upward*  of  thirty  years  in  the 
piwftsaion,  baventtowe-ttf  somad  me  in  practice,  nor 
any  private  httefttt  ■ttv'aervei  and  as  I  enclose  my 
name  s^taureutvottewMH*  toaubaeHbe  mytetf 

.,;;    *  "Mto BONO reBLKJO.-^ 


\.  ,  ■  ■     J'J  "    .   .    .    ■  -T^=r^=-- 

$AtE  tfPtWXCK  MEDICINES. 
to  Tan  xoixo*  or  tah  p*ovj*ci*i.  uuicu  aj*d 

,,       ,  ^VBOICAL  JOV&KAf..       . 

Tbe  subject  of  quackery  and  the  aala  of  quack 
medicines,  has  basin  brought  before  the  public  and 
the  medical  profession  at*  the  various  meetings  which 
nave  ktelv  taken  place  on  Sh>  James  Graham's 
Medical  Reform  jftiJL  ThjftJ  thin*,  is  to  be  regretted, 
not  because  I  conjtfev  %ua«kery  and  tbo  sait.of 
qe^ostauciataiwAan^  anawM 

that  the  regularly  educated  meeletftiaia'oogbt  not  to 
complain  of,  but  it  is  because  I  am  quite  certain  that  it 


wotnu  %e^  ^mpOsamm'ffsr^oir  nasnee  Onibsali'aailssooy*  si 
bill  tnruogh*  tW  House  or  vomnions  foe  Qte*ynV)Heaai  CaT 
improving  xne  uieaicar  profession,  consuming^  cnusneu 
for  the  suppression  of  the '  earn  of:  atanipew  of  t|wsew 
medicines.  There  is  steady  an  Act  In  - 
regulating  the  sale  of  all  patent  er~t«cret  \ 
for  fixing  the  amount  of  duty  eaeharclete  1a  tbyuy; 
and  as  this  duty  is  a  source  of  profit  to -the  Qawtfitt- 
ment,  and  under  the  eootrool  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  Sir  James  Graham  would,  therefore,  he 
affecting  the  income  of  the  country  if  he  intrnsmcesl 
such  a  chwse,  and  intruding  on  the  province  of  the 
Chancellor,  which  wonW  raise  up  a  boat  of  opponents 
in  the  House  of  Commons  agsinat  tria  Medical  BUL 
It,  therefore,  would  be  much  better  lor  ns  to  do  as  the 
Home  Secretary  old  in  bis  bill,  omit  all  mention  of 
quackery  at  our  meetings,  as  by  introducing  these 
matters  in  our  petitions  and  memorials*  I  fear  wetjualt 
injure  the  cause  of  Medical  Reform  instead  of  pro- 
moting it.  ,    ;  • ,  r 

To  put  down  quackery,  whether  practised  by  the 
ignorant  empiric,  or  men  holding  diplomas  (jrom 
Medical  or  Surgical  Corporations,  ought  to  be  the 
object  of  any  measure  for  the  improvement  or  the 
reform  of  the  medical  and  surgical  profession;  aindttjua 
I  think  is  practicable  5  but  to  attempt  to  put  down  the) 
practice  of  wending  quack  or  proprietary  mediciaea  by 
any  legislative  enactment,  I  believe  to  be  impracticable. 
It  is  not  the  lower  classes  of  the  community  that  buy 
and  patronize  the  advertised  nostrums,  but  the  higjaer 
and  educated  j  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  credu- 
lity and  ignorance  on  the  part  of  the  publk,<and  not 
the  want  of  legialative  interference,  is  the  exeat-baais 
on  which  quackery,  is  founded.  Can  we  wonder  at  fjbe 
blind  confidence  patients,  who  are  enJforiqg  from,  lin- 
gering disorders,  repose  in  quacks  and  their  nostaaunn 
and  specifics,  and  bow  obstinately  these  credulous 
beings  are  sometimes  bant  in  having  recourse  to  eucJt 
as  they  see  advertised,  when  %o  these  advertisements 
they  aee  attached  testimonhds  from  the  ficat  aoblaanen 
and  gentry  of  the  land*  as  well  as  certificates  of  tfeeir 
efficiency  and  worth  (torn  the  Right  Jteverend  Riabons 
and  other  dignitaries  of  the  Church,  It  was  those  nynef , 
I  have  no  doubt,  that  frightened  Sir  James  Grabem,  a*4 
led  him  in  bis  opening  speech  to  say,  "  Itsms  not  Jus 
intention  to-  attempt  to  suppress  quackery  by  intra* 
during  new  statutes."  He  well  knew  the  pasties,  hm 
would  have  had  to  encounter  if  he  bad.  I  think  wo, 
have  much  more  to  fear  from  the  quackery  in,  our 
profession  than  we  have  from  the  sale  of  quack 
medicines ;  and  the  one,  I  believe,  to  be  more  injuieoue 
to  tbe  public  than  the  other.  Quack  doctor*  Sir 
James  Qraham  may  and  ought  to  deal  with,  hut  quack; 
medicines  he  had  better  let  alone. 

To  invest  tbe  Council  of  Health  and  Rduoatie*, 
which  I  believe  is  intended,  and  I  have  no  doubt  wffl 
protect  and  elevate  the  members  of  tbeprofess£bay4m4 
to  improve  the  science  of  medicine  and  surgery,  with* 
tbe  power  of  analysing  all  the  quack  'neatronu  that 
may  be  introduced  to  the  notice  of  the  fmbtio,  e**av 
been  recommeoded  at  many  of  the  e^eettngs  f  navo 
alluded  *to,  wtmW  I  onus!**  *se>degva«ng  both  tho 
Council,  aaxllha  nfafasaj^y,aait,ajon^ 
forth  to  the  world  thhao  temamn  otlkdhair -approval 
end  autboriiyVanffberafc^  *}  ^oactn^'iAth^toY 
putting  it  down.    As  the  law  at  present 
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it  lo  be  a  stamp  put  on  tcnrj  advertised  medicine, 
ainouotag  W  tha  valae,  oUhe^arti^t)^  is,  paid  by 
the  consumer*  aodaU  vendeia^oi  patenter  advertised 
jnedictoea  rout  take  OHt.au  Annual  fccauae  of  10s.  to 
enable  them  (9  accuse*  medicines,  Jbi^the^rqpHf /or»9 
who  get  aa  enoriaons  profi*,  pay  do  duty,  nor  are  they 
l^uired  to  take  out  *  license-  .  Now  X  would  recom- 
mend the  Council  of  the  Medical  and.  Surgical  Asso- 
ciation, to  send  a  memorial  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Eacbeaner,  to  get  him  to  introduce*  bill  into  the 
House  of  Commons,  for  the  purpose  of  compelling 
all  proprietors  of  stamped  medicines  to  take  out  an 
annual  license,  say  five  or  ten  pounds.  This  I  think 
would  deter  many  from  embarking  in  a  trade  for  which 
they  would  -  have  to  pay  an  annual  tax,  and  thereby 
prevent  an  increase  of  empiricism. 

lam,  Sir,  yours,  &c^ 

GEO.  KING. 
Bath,  See.  6,1844. 


THE  REGISTRATION  CLAUSES  OP  THE 
MEDICAL  BILL. 

TO  THX  IDITOU  OF  THB   PROVINCIAL   MEDICAL  AND 
frUUGICAL  JOURNAL. 

Sin, 
Considerable  anxiety  exists  as  to  the  position  in 
which  the  members  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  would 
be  placed,  by  the  system  of  registration  proposed  is) 
Sir  James  Graham's  New  Bill.  The  clauses  that  bear 
upon  this  subject,  are  the  13th,  the  17th,  and  the  28th  $ 
and  even  by  comparing  them  with,  and  interpreting 
them  by,  one  another,  it  must  be  confessed  that  the 
framex  of  the  bill  does  not  seem  to  have  had  very  clear 
notions  upon  the  subject.  There  are  at  present  Mitts 
classes  of  professional  men,  who  are  commonly  styled 
tmrgeont,  vis.,  those  who  are  simply  Licentiates  of  the 
Apothecaries'  Company,  those  who  are  simply  members 
of  the  College  of  Surgeons,  and  those  who  are  both. 
Butattbough  the  first  of  these  classes  commonly 
assumes  this:  title,  the  new  bill,  in  clause  28th,  obvi- 
ously imposes  upon  it  the  designation  of  Apothecary, 
waiim  is  unquestionably  its  proper  legal  title.  The 
same  clause  recognises  a  body  termed  surgeons ;  and 
the  question  I  wish  to  bring  before  the  profession  is, 
mho  mUl  Be  regitiered  at  burgeons  tkould  the  regis- 
tration douse' 0/  Ike  proposed  meature  ever  be  tarried 
tnio  efettt  By  the  way  of  answering  this  query,! 
beard  one  of  the  new  fellows,  who,  by  the  bye,  practises 
Mdwtfery  and  ditpensee  kit'  own  medicines,  assert, 
much  to  the  amusement  of  the  rest  of  the  medical  men 
in  whose  company  he  was,  that  under  the  new  bill  none 
would  be  registered  as  surgeons,  except  the  fellows  of 
the  College  of  Surgeons  !  This,  however,  is  an  absur- 
dity, since  there  are  many  surgeons  in  London,  and 
some  in  the  provinces,  who  pursue  the  same  line  of 
psactioe  as  the  paver*  of  the  pure*,  but  who  are  not 
fcUows.  Now,  if  these  gentlemen  are  lo  be  dubbed 
UeenUateo  in  medicine  and  surgery,  whilst  the  neav/rf- 
/ewe  who  practice  midwifery  ami  dispense  tkeir  atom 
mwMcmts,  are  to  be  .registered  a#  stoysons*  the  climax 
ofsniosticasadeon^usioAwUlimvabeenrea^hed^  Wo 
aielhe^o>»  ieatififdmonjwaudingtaat  the  fellow- 
ship **U  notgiffO^any atitjfrejtin  rt&Mrm&mS 

•  tftime^BtlftujMJto^tatoft*^^ 
tioafs^rahaMihftiJHpt^iisai  fas-saw  case  ml  fellows;  ar 
^t*tVIM.  e^  ^ne^Ajaucaas  a^i^ayssjpsas^  nun,  Hefjgepas* 


If  this  view  be  correct,  it  only  remains  for  us  to  sup- 
pose that  some  other  principle  of  registration,  more 
just  in  its  application,  will,  be  adopted  ;  and  I  can  see 
none,  but  that  of  granting  the  title  of  surgeon  to 
every  one.  who  had  attained  the'  membership  of  the 
College  of  Surgeons,  at  a  time  when  that  was  consi- 
dered the  highett  surgical  rank,  at  which  a  man  could 
arrive  in  virtue  of  a  surgical  examination.  I  think  that 
many  will  agree  with  me  in  thinking  that  this  is  con- 
templated, if  they  will  compare  the  17th  and  28th 
clauses  of  the  bill.  We  find  in  the  17th  clause,  that  in 
future  it  is  intended  that  any  one  may,  if  duly  quali- 
fied, register  himself  on  double  testimonials,  either  as 
physician  and  surgeon,  or  as  a  physician  and  licentiate 
in  medicine  and  surgery!  or  as  a  surgeon  and  licentiate 
in  medicine  and  surgery.  ,  We  find,  moreover,  in  the 
28th  clause,  that  on  application,  within  twelve  months 
after  the  passing  of  the;  act,  any  person  legally  practi- 
sing as  physician,  surgeon,  or  apothecary,  may  be 
registered  as  a  physician,  surgeon,  or  licentiate  in 
medicine  and  surgery,  as  the  case  may  be.  The  last 
title,  viz.,  licentiate  in  medicine  and  surgery,  is  obvi- 
ously substituted  for  the  old  one  of  apothecary. 

Now,  I  take  it,  that  as  it  is  contemn  Luted,  in  the 
case  of  future  members  of  the  profession,  that  an  indi- 
vidual may  register  on  double  testimonials,  so  may  those 
practising  at  present.  A  gentleman  woo  has  graduated 
at  the  University  of  London  or  of  Edinburgh,  and  is, 
moreover,  a  member  of  the  College  of  Surgeons,  will 
be  able  to  register  himself  as  physician  and  surgeon ; 
another  who  is  similarly  qualified  as  a  physician,  and 
has  also  the  license  of  the  Apothecaries'  Company,  will 
be  able  to  register  Wmself  aa  physician  and  licentiate 
in  inediotneaad  surgory;an4a  thMnhaia  a  member 
of  the  Colleae^f  #04*0*8, ajuL*  licentiate  of  the 
ApojmeoariesiGosjRiiaafr  fp  register  himself, 

as  ssiisjeQa.  and  iiffntiafetin^sae4yine^in4  sucgesy,  XV 
mere  physician*  the  anew  sargaoa,  and  the.  mesa  Wcen^ 
tiate  of  tl^  ^potsocariea^.(i8a^paay>  wiM  fc*  n%jpe*T 
tively  registered  a*  nhpsjqant  a^aae  an,  aa£  iiceattata, 
in  medicine  and  aungery*   ,  v.-,?.  <• 

It  may  be  objected  tolhesa.Tsawa.fereanecft  **  4bfi 
title  of  suageoas,  that  unless  the /eifepatf  0*  college 
hare  tha  exclusive  light  to  tha  name  of  any  paaswj  tfcejr 
honours  are  of  little  practise!  value,  Rat,  those  ,who> 
thusotyect  maut  *emes|d»eff)tlM*  Ibfesjeg^ 
fellows  at  auVwae  not  somas*  toiejsjraja.  tfcaofcsoejalta 
above  the  members,  as  tofosa  a  aaajNuMsjcy  bf  1 
of  which  tha  representatiro  prjnsja^mighn»evil 
degree,  introduced- into  thesjs^efjssaaatal  tha  college* 
Arbitrarily  to  dasjnsda.geAtk*^  It* 

highest,  surgical  aaam^natioA  of  their  day,  from  the 
rank  and  title  of  surgeons,  to  that  of  licentiates  in 
medicine  and  surgery,  is  a  piece  of  daring  insolence 
wbich  no  sane  government  would  4$empt  to  perpe- 
trate, and  which  no  rational  legislature  would  for  one 
moment  nsteu  to*j  however*  rttoch  tC  may  he  destreo 

I  am  not  aware  whether  the  Interpretation  of  the  term 
associate  Is  to  be  left  to  the  Council  of  Health,  or  Is 
isteaded  to  reft*  to  some  new  tide  wlrtchls*o  be  tfefiwed  la 
the  fastaaoaimg  Chartar  of  sbe  Callage  af  Fuysioleo*, 
With  jraCerence  to  saajsoaiw  i .  tefce,  i|  far  sTWtled,  that 
associate  is  lnteoded  to  mean  "Mevtbet  0/  ike  College  of 
Surgeon* y  It  Is  just  possible  that  the  word  associate  has 
been  adopted  on  account  of  fa  toiftfe  so  eqolvocal  that  It 
iaeyeesaad*msMe*aw}f*iat^ 
SSsspfls  fhomtlrj  flwiTfgBsHsraaahwf  the  1 
<be  m^aetoj;^^|fmiJoaJttl  l^kdj  \u 
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by  a  few  weak-headed  gentlemen  whose  oram  fare 
been  sdmewbai  over-excited  by  the  hnagmary  honour* 
of  the  fellowship. 

I  am  perfectly  aware*  that  the  bill  U  extremely 
defective  on  then  pointy  in  perspicuity,  fulness,  and 
precision.,  Tbua  it  does  not  in  any  way  allude  to  the 
(act,  that  as  individual  wfco  is  legally  qualified  to  prac- 
tise ju  one  part  of  the  empire  is  not  so  in  another  ;  and 
therefore,  unquestionably,  the  term  "  legally  qualified" 
is  vexy  indefinite, -and  may  be  made  to  mean  anything 
that  the  "  Council  of  Health,  and  Medical  Education" 
may  please.  I  think,  however,  we  may  fairly  presume, 
that  as  the  hill  is  so  extremely  liberal  to  all  -kinds  of 
wlicamd  pi  actUioners,  it j* intende4  fo  be  equally  so 
to  the  licenud  members  of  the. profession  ;  and,  there- 
fore, in  interpreting  and  carrying  put  the  registration 
clause,  its  author  doubtless  contemplates  an  extremely 
liberal  course.  It  is  very  desirable  that  these  questions 
0/  registration  should  be  mooted*  and  an  official 
opinion  thereon  be,  if  possible,  elicited.  I  sincerely 
hope  that  this  letter  will  raise  a  discussion  in  the 
pages  of  your  Journal  on  this  part  of  the  new  bill, 
Which  has  a  very  important  practical  bearing  upon 
the  future  social  position  of  every,. one  who,  like 
myself,  ia  . . 

A  MEMBER  OF  THE   . 

COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 


SIR  JAMEfe  OftftHAM'S  1&EDICAL  BIEL. 
TAUNTON  BRANCH  MEETING. 

A  Special  General  Meeting  of  the  lumbers  of  the 
Ibuttfton  and  Somerset  Bruetofcof  the1  JVcMneial,  Medi- 
cal, and  Surgical  A*sotfctie«,aud  v>f  Are  Medical  Prac- 
titioners generally,  fesMfng  in  eftd  about  the  County  of 
Somerset*  was  helfruc  Taunton,  on  Wednesday,  the 
4th<of  December  instant  >— 

Dr.  Mscmullen,  of  Taunton,  President  of  the  Branch, 
JfrtbeChnJr. 

After  aomeextelMat  obaervnstoos  -by  the  Chairman, 
which,  as  weM  an  thusft' matle  by  Dr.  Burrldge  and 
Other  s^lleseen  iav  aba  cwmwoof  the  proceedings,  we 
regret  to  omit,  Mr.  Higginej  the  (Secretary,  proceeded 
to  read  the  resolutions,  premising  that  they  had  been 
prepared  at  a  preliminary  meeting  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Branch  Association,  but  that  they  were  open  to 
nay  asjmsfttaenr that'  tnlgtft 'be  thought  mfvfsfble.  As 
tft^boTO*efesil*vity4*  language  to  those  adopted  at 
she  mooting  at  Derby,  be  thought  it  proper  to  state 
tfcafta*  seauhitlopswhiali  wire  adapted  on  the  subject 
in  that  town  were  la  some  respects  so  wet!  worded,  as 
ttftomiwad  modes  of  eipmosloti,  that  they  had,  here 
md  these,  been  monrpofaled  into  the  resolution*  which 
mm  to  be  wbtnUtedto  tfcn  meeting  to  day ;  for  the 
object  of  the  Branch  Council  bad  not  been  to  get  np> 
resolutions  m  a  novel  form,  but  simply  that  they  should 
be  fsnlundexpvesllre<of  the  requirements  and  opinions: 
o#  the  meeting . '  He1  had  been  anxious  to  "tonic*  this 
statement/ inasnrtth  as  Drs.  Hastings  and  Streeten 
bad  been  charged  wiUTsendtng  round  to  toe  different 
Branch  Associations  printed  ferms  of  such  resolutions 
swiften wfcl»*^Jw%*«*n*evV  HbWho(Mr.fiigs3M) 
M^gefl  nt6st'*nrnwy  aMr^,|MMIefy  '"to  'Wadare  that  tko* 
had  btotr"flentrtttnb  IfaunMu 


Branch,  ^^^kT^^^tikMk^mSSit  A  it 
by  *ase>htfen^^wtth*^eren^  «*** 

Mr.  Hlggras- tnVm  res*  Afe  whole*  ot  tbe  ^lttfous 
leriaNm:  after  wfifclf  Imeyoflowii^  re^TOWns  ^ere 
severally  moved  abb!  seconded,  and*  adopted  uuani- 


Moved  by  Mr.  Wallis,  of  Castle  Gary,  and  seconded 
by  Mr.  Billett:  "That  tbp  meeting  hails  with  satis- 
faction the  disposition  of  the  Legislature  to  amend 
the  present  anomalous  state  of  the  Medical  Profession, 
as  shown  by  the  introduction  into  Parliament  at  the 
last  Session,  by  Sir  James  Graham,  Bart^  one  of  Her 
Majesty's  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  of  /A  Bill  for 
the  better  regulation  of  Medical  Practice  throughout 
the  United  Kingdom.'  " 

Moved  by  Dr.  .Reginald  Burridge,  of  Taunton,  and 
seconded  by  Mr.  Stuckley,  of  Martock:  "That  the 
thanks  of  the  profession  are  due  to  the  Right  honour- 
able Secretary,. for  the  manner  in  which  he  introduces 
his  b'Ul,  inasmuch  as  he  has  afforded  an  opportunity 
to  the  members  of  the  medical  profession,  of  duly 
considering  its  provisions  and  principles  previous  to  its 
passing  into  a  law." 

Moved  by  Dr.  Gidley,  of  Taunton,  and  seconded  by 
Dr.  Coster,  of  Castle  Cary :  "  That  this  meeting  can- 
not but  express  alarm  and  deep  regret  at  that  part  of 
the  bill  which  proposes  entirely  to  abolish  all  restric- 
tion on  the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery,  by  un- 
licensed and  unqualified  persons,  believing  such  a 
measure  to  be  fraught  with  most  injurious  conse- 
quences to  the  community,  and  ruinous  to  the  best 
interest  of  the  regular  practitioner. 

"The  meeting  is  therefore  of  opinion  thst  the 
illegality  of  such  practice  should  be  unequivocally 
declared,  and  some  ready  and  effective  mesne  of  pre- 
vention be  adopted ;  and  further,  that  it  is  a  circum- 
stance much  to  be  regretted  that  the  Government 
should  deem  it  expedient  to  obtain  any  revenue  from 
the  sale  of  secret  remedies. 

Moved  by  Dr.  Sewell,  of  Bridgwater,  and  seconded 
by  Mr.  Alford,  of  Taunton ;  "That  while  this  meeting 
views  with  satisfaction  the  proposal  to  connect  so 
important  a  branch  of  the  community  as  the  medical 
profession  with  the  State,  as  affording  a  ready  medians 
of  access  to  the  Government  for  the  expression  of  its 
wants  and  wishes,  and  while  it  highly  approves 
of  the  establishment  of  a  Council  of  Health'  and 
Education  exercising  authority  over  all  the  existing 
Medical  Corporations,  it  cannot  but  regard  the  consti- 
tution of  such  Council,  as  provided  for  in  the  Bill,  as 
far  too  exclusively  ministerial ;  for  here  the  governing 
body  being  composed  of  a  majority  of  official  men*  the 
wishes  and  interest  of  the  medical  profession  would 
run  the  risk  of  being  overlooked  from  a  natural  anxiety 
on  the  part  of  the  Council  to  support  the  views  of 
those  by  whom  such  apppointments  are  conferred." 

Moved  by  Dr.  Sully,  of  Taunton,  and  seconded  by 
Mr.  Prankerd,  of  Langport : — "  That  this  meeting  is 
disposed  to  view  wfth  some  degree  of  satisfaction  that 
an  approach  to  an  uniform  standard  of  education  ana* 
:  qualification,  and  the  right  of  practice  by  all  qualified 
persons  without  respect  to  local  privileges,  form  two 
of  the  great  leading  principles  of  the  btt  J  traf  j*t  the 
sametrme-U  regtets  that  tt  Is  not  ptunolmt  4td  jfarorce 
these  principles' in  their  fojl  and  extende^i^e'l-tor 
torn  meeting  tt  *f  %bpinW  that  sucfc  aW cifr^ig  wt 


mi  t^ae  maneinlaa  an.  amnM  aBfancejunon  aJLaannti+ 

bscv  *imI  lMrAiniiiml  +m  eannl  BMOgMtJoa .  of  alL 
ami  ^^FW^^^Qi;  ^i^^^«^^VfP<«4^>^- 
tI^tion— would  tend  entirely  to  remfse,  the  &***$»* 
divisions,  jealousies,  and  monopolies  in  the  ^profession, 
and  could  alone  lead  to.  any  satisfactory  adjustment  of 
tLe  profession ;  inasmuch  as  such  an  arrangement, 
though  enforcing  upon  all  one  and  the  same  mode  of 
entering  the  profession,  would  not  prevent  the  licen- 
tiate or  legally-qualified  practitioner  from  attaching 
himself  more  particularly  to  one  or  other  conventional 
department  of  practice,  neither  would  it  preclude  the 
attainment  of  degrees  or  honorary  titles  in  roedicjne 
and  surgery  as  at  present,  nor  the  full  possession  and 
exercise  by  persons  holding  them  of  such  privileges  as 
physicians  and  pure  surgeons  now  enjoy." 

Mpved  by  Dr.  Stoddart,  of  Comeytrowe,  near 
Taunton,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Higgins,  of  Taunton  : 
— *  That  inasmuch  as  there  appears  to  be  no  prospect 
at  the  present  time  of  the  Legislature  consenting  to 
the  union  of  the  whole  prqfession  into  one  body  Or 
faculty  of  medicine,  and  in  the  absence  of  any  pro* 
vision  for  the  admission  of  the  general  practitioners 
into  a  participation  on  terms  equal  and  honourable  to 
tnat  body  in  the  corporate  privileges  of  either  of  the 
Colleges  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons ;  it  appears  abso- 
lutely essential  to  the  well-being  Of  this,  the  most 
numerous  and  influential  body  of  the  profession,  that 
they  should  be  united  into  a  separate  College,  or  Body 
Corporate,  (nnder  some  such  name  as  *  The  College 
of  Medicine  and  Surgery,')  with  power  to  manage 
their  own  affairs  independently  upon  the  representative 
system,  and  that  the  interests  of  such  corporation 
should  he  fully  and  equally  represented  in  the  Council 
of  Health  and  Education." 

Moved  by  Dr.  Brock,  of  Wellington,  and  seconded 
by  Mr.  Mosse,  of  Taunton :—"  That  this  meeting 
deeply  regrets  not  to  find  a  recognition  of  the  repre- 
sentative principle  in  the  formation  of  the  governing 
bodies  of  the  profession,;  hence  it  is  of  opinion  that  a 
direct  provision  ought  to  be  made,  either  in  the  shape 
of  a  distinct  principle  of  the  proposed  bill,  or  by 
amended  charters  to  be  granted  to  the  Colleges  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons*  for  enforcing  the  repre- 
sentative system  in  the  governing  bodies  of  .these 
corporations.0  " 

Moved  by  Mr.  Symes,  of  Bridgwater,  and  seconded 
by  Mr.  Axford,  of  Bridgwater :— "  That  this  meeting 
fully  appreciates  the  attempt  to  secure  an  improved 
system  of  registration  of  all  qualified  practitioners, 
and  moreover,  that  this  should  be  compulsory  am)  not 
optional;  but  it  is  of  opinion  that  the  proposed 
amount  of  (tea  for  such  registration  is  unnecessarily 
high,  and  it  sees  no  reason  why  the  different  branches 
of  the  profession  should  not  be  uniformly  registered 
as  practitioners  of  medicine  with  an  uniform  fee*" 

Moved  by  Dr,  Cetlett,  of  Taunton,  and  seconded  hy 
Mr.  Rossiter,  of  Wjlliton :— "  That  it  is  highly  expe- 
dient that  the  following  Petition,. founded  on  the  above 
resolutions,  he  adopted  and  presented  to  the  Houses  of 
I^ords  and  Commons,  and.  that  every  member  of  She 
profession  should  ipert  all  *bc  influence  he  may  prtneai 
wjt^embexa.pf  ,parliamesi,,tP:  sonport  tH  prays*  of 

such  Petition."  , 

. M.Th«t tfcV JUghl Hon,  Uni. Jlprtman,  iodUsa- 


tpaanf  *l  the  fo**tj>,>*  rteptftf*^  4*0^*4,* 
present  tha*  to  the  Housed  jUrda,<aa4T,D..A4sj|d. 

Esq.,  to  the  House  of  Comnwas,"  

.  Thepetition  emoodmd  the  eaJhttanceoi  the  pence** 
inf  sssolutiona. 

Moved  by  t)f.  Woodforde,  offaunton,  and  seconded 
by  Mr.  John  L.  Bnrnard,  of  Crewfcerne :— "  That  tie 
thanks  of  the  meeting  be  unantmoost*  given  to  the 
editors  of  the  7¥**e?  newspaper,  the  tumcet,  Medical 
Qa&tta,  Me&caf' Turn*,  snd  Pr&fn^ctoi  jdfeffifef 
/ourna/,  for  their  continued  and  powerful  advocacy  of 
the  interests  of  the  medical  profession/* 

Moved  by  Mr.  F.  Flower,  of  Chllcompton,  and 
seconded  hy  Mr.  Poole,  of  Bridgwater :— "Tnat  a  dopy 
of  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  sent  to  the'  Right  Hon. 
Sir  James  Graham,  #fth  the  expression  of  a  hope  that 
t  he  will  to  amend  the  present  bill  that  it  may  upon  its 
re-Introduction  prove  tuHy  beneficial  to  the  public 
welfare,'  and  acceptable  to  the  whole  body  of  the 
profession." 

Moved  by  Mr.  Randolph/of  MBverton,  and  seconded 
by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Bishop's  Lydfard  :— "That  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen,  viz.,  Dr.  Macmullen,  Mr.  C.  H. 
''  Higgras,  and  Mr.  VT.  E.  Giltett;  form  *  deputation  to 
wait  on  the  members  for  the  Western  Division  of  the 
County,  and  for  the  Borough  of  Taunton,  to  solicit 
their  support  to  the  grayer  of  the  Petition;  the 
following  gentlemen,  via.,  Dr.  Cotter,  Mr*  PfcHrer,  Mr. 
Crang,  and  Mr.  Miller,  a  similar  deputation  to  wait  on 
the  members  for  the  Eastern  Division  of  the  County, 
andsor.tfae-BosmuJai  of .  We4het»d  Frew ;  and  that 
the  following  gentlemen,  vis..  Dr.  Toogood,  and  Mr. 
Poole,  form  a  similar  deputation:  to- wait  on  the  mem- 
hers  foe  the- Borough  of  Bridgwetm\M 

Moved  hy  Dr,  Toogood,  and  seeonded  ay  Mr. 
GUiett :— «♦  That  the  thanks  of  the  meeting  he  given  to 
Dr.  MaemuUsn  for  Ida  able  conduct  In  theebair/' 

The  following  gentlemen  wen*  .also  among;  those 
present  at  the  meeting :— Dr. •  Kelly*  DevKfaglalK,  and 
Dr.  Peebles,  Messrs.  £.  Jingo*.  G.  JiV  Cornish,  H.  Ql 
Foy,  and  C.  Welch,  Taunton;  A.  King,  arsdgowaser ; 
G.  KidgelJ,  A.  Langtey,  and  Wi  *>eyrWelsm*tOtt ; 
J.  Crang,  Timsbury;  A.  Alton,  Iteimater;  Plowman 
and  Marobant,  North  Curry;  Hsa^ey/flsanli retlnwton ; 
Parkinson,  Milvorton ;  &*  V    -  • 


DORSETSHIRE  WEEING.  . 
Pursuant  to  a  notion  issued  hy  a  preliminary  meet- 
ing held  at  Dorchester,  waiting  to*  members  of  me 
profeasioa  through***  the  eousrty  of  Dorset  to>  assom- 
We  for  the.  purpose*  of  .toting, Into >  idnaiAeaaajon  the 
bill  intnadneed  in  the  Inst  Sesajenof-Paahansent,  by  her 
Majesty's&eeretsry  of  Stale  fartho  tfom«X>epwtme«t, 
for  the  better  mguktien  of  medMiareosie*,  •  general 
meeting  was  held  on  Friday  last,  ia  the  Board-  Room 
of  the  Dorset  County  Hospital  >-r9r»  Jaohson,  of 
Dorchester,  in  the  chair.  •  These  was  a  nttnienons 
attendance  of  nrncttf ones*,  amona/  whom*  war*  the 
Woiaaapful  the  Mayor  arf  D^ranaste^  ^ohn  Walna, 
Esq.*  Mr.  Tapp,  Mr.  Curme,  Mr*  Edward*  Mr. 
Panaen,  Mr.  af ,  Ars*nt<au4  MivKmeeo>  of  Dorsfceseer; 
Dr.  ftnith,.  Mr.  Trowbridge,.  Mr.  Uthajow,  and  Mr. 
Bord,*f  Jtfeysaoutb*  Ha  UassvMe.  ftpwane*  •*«  Mr. 
itha^^of.  84aH^oasV{  #sWtJ,*«.  ©asnnt, 
JW.Wffaflejste^JatlsiKnvoi  w»tv 
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Coles,  of  Ceroe ;  Dr.  Williams,  of  Sherborne ;  Mr. 
Randall,  of' Maiden  Newton;  Mr.  R.  Pookes,  of 
Stalbridge;  Mir.  WT  Sweeting,  of  Abbotsbury;  Mr. 
Charles  Ingram,  of  Cbrfe  Castle;  Mr.  Charles  Wilcox, 
of  Swanage ;  Mr.  Clapcott,  and  Mr.  Good,  of  Stnr- 
minster;  Mr.Gunn,  of  Bridport;  Mr.  Reeks,  of  Pid- 
dlctown,  Set.  &c7 

After  the  leading  .of  .a  very  able  .analysis  of  the 
bill,  by  Mr.  Spooner,  of  Blandford,  for  which  (be 
special  thanks  of  the  meeting  vere  voted  to  that 
gentleman*  the  following  resolutions  were  proposed 
and  agreed  to: — 

Mored  by  Dr.  Lees,  of  Blandford,  and.  seconded 
by  Mr.  Sweeting,  of  Abbotabury:  "That,  this.  Meeting 
is  gratified  that  her  Majesty'*  Advisen  .consider  the 
present  state  of .  the.  laws,  relating  to  medicine  suds  as 
to  requireierision,  and.  tsust  tbati  as  Sir  Jam**  Graham 
has  allowed  time  for  $¥?  consideration  of  We  measnre, 
and  has  exhibited  an  apparent  readiness,  ,tp/  listen  to 
the  suggestions  of  those  jracticelJly.  acquainted  with  its 
bearings,  such  a  bill  may  be  passed  as  will  tend  to 
promote  the  general  interests  of  the  profession  and  the 
public" 

Moved  by  Dr.. Smith,  of  Weymouth,,  and  seconded 
by  Mr.  Fookes,  of,  Stalbridge :— M  Tjpat  this ,  meeting 
is  convinced  that  the  security  of  the  public,  and  espe- 
cially of  the  poorer  classes  of  the  community,  de- 
mands from  the  State  a  provision  of  competent  medical 
practitioners  $  and  Vt  Is  nut  just  that  those  who  have 
qn*ii£ef  jfeesasajjns  by  an  atfuew.and.emncMive 
course  ^f  e*>icntta4w4fc«W  important  duties,  ibouJd 
ntceive  from,  $he  >M&l#w*i  s4e«iimto  frnteotion 
against  the  ^nccoaejweu*  of  mennmetent  and  igne- 
rantprjiAend^i  &e* -tar*,  tlwonfoce,  seen  with  sur- 
prise and  ^rekepsfcn,  4baf.it  is  proposed  to  repeal 
the  existing  ntstraotieejs.iwon.4hfi  practice,  of  med&vee, 
witbou|4w  lohstiMffl  of  any,  na^tectvre  enectmeats 
aaainst  the  Jinad  ucaied.  ami  Jinkcaasad  ■" 

Morje4  bjJM^i^ma^f ,  JPtorehnater,  **d  seconded 
by  ^,4W^I»^,Beamine>ar^*Thet  while  this 
meeting  wontf  fetfr^'VOTWtf  a  general  Council  of 
Health  and  Medjcaj  ,  gdiystfmvit, is  considered  neces- 
sary jo*  qatKft.tp^^  <d*»  of 
the  profession  should  be  adequately  represented ;  and 
««»«  d#  jft*  #»pcWB  t wm&y  /  <*  Ma  members, 
acting  as  ^neraJ.jia^iofte^^ve  hew  completely 
overlooked*  frej^^s^bu*  suppose  each  en  oversight 
only  reonires,^  MVoftgfct  beftf*  the  notice  of  the 
frajners  of,  U^  {tity  to<<bft  immediately  and  emcsently 
remedied,/;,  w  .„,„ ,.  -  n  ...:, » ,  ,.  • 
,  Moved  b*]»J«v9poo*a;v«f.  &iajk4ortl*<ia4  seconded 
by  Mr*  Cui^.^Qo^sj**  ;-V<  Thai  mtheabeeoee 
o(  any,? wisjoft,  i*,Ahe  new  WU  (whteb  in  muck  re* 
gritted)  to<ih«oAftojas^oo;teonm  hosjsarnbte  to  that 
body  Juty  fife*,  fonuotaj*.  privilege**  o£  tithes  of  taw 
CoU^ges  of  (Ph|Fsiqans>««d.  t>mfgeomv  it  weerid  greatly 
tend  |o  JOfe.  wel$Mt*  reanectektittpv  «jnd  tsmisdnessrat 
the  profession,  40  vnito  ike  gnnenal  praetifiimari.  into 
a  snpsmyte  Cpjlego.  ec^pdy  (i^rposa^wu*  y^mer,*© 
HMr  ,4^s>usnm>s.np#avihe  regec* uosaii u 


Moand  Itfjfe,  J»as*a*ef  BumiasMr.sM 
by  Miv  ?anso^tof .J^hmtcr t^SThm.  iiiHtiisn  to 
***  flp^Mk  PfdfrPM?**.  PWM**  t^4oeo»- 
tinnsu  be  nmnaead  and  snifiislielfm  usssw  isJsaaeau  thai 

^^^^^~w  wW'v^i^^»v^nO^WPF*^^,^^P"^m^»^m^s»r^'^pmaT*'sm^^s^^^^^By^^^^p» 


Shaftesburv-,  that  ^>.  tjie  House  of  Commons  to  Lord 
Ashley,'  as  the  senior  .member  "for  the  county ;  and 
that  the  other  members  ifbr  the  county  and  As 
boroughs  of  Dorsetshire  be.  requested  to  spppqrt,thp 
oraycr  of  the  same."  '■-,') 

Moved  by  Mr.  Spooner,  of  Blandford,  and  seconded* 
by  Mr.  Reeks,  of  Piddlefown  :■— "That  a  committee  he 
formed  for  the  purpose  of  forwarding  the  objects 
embodied  in  the  above  resolutions,  and  to  conmnni- 
cate  with  Sir  James  Graham  on  the  subject  of  the 
Medical  Bill. 

Moved  by  Mr!  Gilbert,  of  Beaminster,  and  seconded 
by  Mr.  Gunn,  of  Bridport ;— M  That  the  thanks  of  this 
meeting  be  given  to  the  Editors  of  The  Timet  news- 
paper, The  Lancet,  The  Medical  Times,  The  Medical 
Gazette,  and  the  Provincial  Medico}  and  Surgical 
Journal,  with  the  Press  generally,  for  their  able  advo- 
cacy of  the  principles  embodied  in  the  shore 
resolutions." 

Moved  by  Mr.  Spooner,  of  Blandford,  and  seconded 
by  Mr.  Good,  of  Sturminster :— "  That  the  thanks  of 
the  meeting  be  given  to  the  Committee  of  the  Dorset 
C6unty  Hospital  for  the  use  of  the  Committee  Room  * 
and  also  to  the  members  of  the  profession  in  Dor- 
chester and  its  immediate  neigbbourbood,  for  bsvhig 
convened  such  meeting." 

J.  JACKSON,  Chairman. 

The  Chairman  having  vacated  the  chair,  it  was  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Curme,  and  seconded  by  Dr.  Lets:— 
"That  the  thanks  of  the  meeting  be  given  to  the 
Chairman  tor  bis  able  and  impartial  conduct  in  the 
chair." 

ALFRED  EMSON,  Secretary. 


MALTON  MEETING. 

A  meeting  of  the  Medical  Profession  of  Maltonsod 
the  neighbouring  towns,  convened  by  circular,  vsf 
held  at  Malton,  on  Friday,  November  22nd,  to  take 
into  consideration  Sir  James  Graham's  "  Bill  for  the 
better  Regulation  of  the  Medical  Profession,"  Mr. 
Coperthwaite  in  the  chair.  The  fbllowiog  resolutions 
and  memorial  were  unanimously  agreed  to :—  .  ,  fi4  ft 

Moved  by  Dr.  Borton,  and  seconded  by  Mc-Tecfr 
date  '■ — "  That  this  meeting,  deeply  lamenting  the  an*? 
Sent  disorganised  and  anomalous  state  of  the  MediftJ 
Profession,  hails  with  pleasure  the  introduction  in*q 
Parliament  of  a  bill  by  Sir  Jamea  Graham,  foe  "jbt 
better  Regulation  of  Medical  Practice  throughout,  $e 
United  Kingdom."  ,  .) 

Moved  by  Dr.  Wright,  and  seconded  by  Dr.  Wood.: 
— aThat  this  meeting  highly  approves  of  theettofc 
lishment  of  a  central  Council  of  Health  and  Medical 
Education,  yet  regrets  that  its  constitution  is  so  exclor 
stve,  particularly  as  regards  by  far  the  most  numerous 
class  of  medical  men— viz.,  the  general  prtctittouer*,'' 

Moved  by  Mr.  Colley,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Joneiir: 
*That  this  meeting  highly  approves  of  tbepm^ons 
of  the  bill,  for  securing  the  general  regietrati**  Wt 
the  members  of  the  profession,  and  the  ripbt  0*  ,*°1 
registered  memlfer  to  practice  in  any  part  of  fh* 
United  Kingdom  by  simplv  ren>terJ^g.^*f9>:  * 
regarded  as  a  just  measure,  ye^jtlf  ^eemwf  ^^^ 
dient  to  charge"  anotner  free  for  pl&ybtaffy  ty°  ^ 
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;Me*ne11i— **ft*t  iW'Vtfi,  wfclst  it  seems  to  regret 
quackery  it  an  evil,  and  provides  a  penalty  against  the 
assumption  of  any  medical  title,  and  effectually  pro*, 
tetts  the  army,  navy,  the  hospitals,  and  the  poor^gainst, 
the  unlicensed  practitioner,  yet  leaves  the  public 
exposed  to  the  full  tide  of  quackery,  by  abrogating 
the  protection  already  afforded  by  the  Apothecaries' 
Act>  without  instituting  any  adequate  means  of  pro- 
tecting the  credulous  against  the  onen  and  ignorant 
quack,  or  the  dealer  In  secret  specifics.  This  meeting  is 
therefore  of  opinion,  that  a  summary  and  less  expen- 
sive mode  of  conviction  is  necessary  to  protect  the* 
public  and  the  profession  from  the  evil  of  quackery,, 
and  that  all  secret  remedies  should  be  placed  under 
the  same  regulations  as  patented  inventions." 
'  Moved  by  Mr.  Dewsland,  and  seconded  by  Mr., 
Atkinson  : — "  That  the  following  memorial,  founded' 
on  the  above  resolutions  be  adopted  by  this  meeting, 
and  signed  by  the  chairman,  and  transmitted  to  the 
Right  Hon.  Sir  James  Graham,  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department;  and  that  petitions  to  Jhe 
same  effect  be  also  presented  to  both  Houses  of  Par-* 
liament,  when  the  Bill  comes  on  for  discussion :" 

"To  the,  Right  Honourable  Sir  James  Graham,  Bart, 

Her  Majesty's  principal  Secretary  of  State  far  she 

Home  Department. 

"  This  Memorial,  adopted  at  a  General  Meeting  of 
the  Medical  Profession  of  the  Borough  of  Mallon,  and 
the  neighbouring  towns,  held  at  the  Savings  Bank, 
Malton,  on  the  22nd  day  of  November,  1644. . 

•f  Sheweth— 

u  That  your  Memorialistsydeeply  lamenting  the  pre-  • 
.sent  disorganized  and  anomalous  state  of  the  Medical 
Profession,  bail  with  pleasure  the  introduction  of  a 
bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  medical  practice 
-throughout  the  United  Kingdom,  and  are  thankful 
that  ample  time  has  been  given  for  the  mature  consi- 
deration of  the  several  provisions  of  this  bill,  so  fraught 
with  important  results  both  to  .the  interests  of  the 
•jpubKc  and  the  profession. 

"  That  your  memorialists  regard  the  establishment 
of  a  Central  Council  of  Health  and  Medical  Education 
us  an  exceedingly  valuable  measure,  as  tending  to  raise 
the  profession  in  respectability,  by  promoting  greater 
tonifonuity,  of  education  and  higher  qualifications  of  its 
members,  and  as  a  medium  of  communication  between 
tne  Government  and  the  Profession ;  but  they  regret  to 
And  the  constitution  of  that  body  so  exclusive,  parti- 
-<hilariy  as  regards  the  total  want  of  representation  of 
that  important  and  very  numerous  class  of  the  profes- 
uion  residing  in  the  provinces,  the  general  practi- 
tioners. 

"That  the  proposed  registration  of  the  members. of 
the  profession  will  be  a  great  improvement  upon  the 
imperfect  system  which  now  exists,  and  that  the  right 
of  any  qualified  and  registered  member  to  practise  in 
any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  by  simply  registering 
there,  they  regard  as  a  just  provision  :  yet,  as  no  fur- 
ther examination  is  required  by  the  bill  in  the  event  of 
4  removal  from  one  part  of  the  kingdom  to  another, 
and  &k  the  curricula '  of  education,  and  the  fees  are  to 
be  made,  a*  nearly  as,  possible,  uniform  in  the  three 
JEmgdota^  a  member  once  admitted  ougfct  to  be  placed 
dfcoti  the  register,  ana1  admitted  into  the  respective 
cottage*,  without  the  payment  of  any  jfr4|«r  fee,  ,' 

"Hat  the  bih,  whilst  it  seems  to  regard  quackery  aa 


an  evil,  providing  a  penalty  against  the .  assumption  of 
any  medical  title,  and  effectually  protecting  the  army, 
navy,  the  hospitals,  and  the  poor,  against  unlicensed 
practitioners,  leaves  the  public  exposed  to  the  full  tide 
of  quackery,  by  abrogating  .the  protection  already 
afforded  by  the  Apothecaries9  Act,  without  instituting 
auy  adequate  means  of  protecting  the  credulous  against 
the  open  and  Ignorant  quack,  or  the  dealer  in  secret 
specifics. 

M  Your  Memorialists,  therefore,  beg  to  express  their 
humble  opinion  that  some  summary  and  less  expensive 
mode  of  conviction  is  required  to  protect  the  public 
and  the  profession  from  the  evil  of  quackery;  and*  that 
all  secret  remedies  be  placed  under  the  same  regula- 
tion as  patented  inventhrtis."    ' 

Signed,  in  behalf  of  the  Meeting,  by  the  Chairman. 

*  Moved  by  Mr.  Wilcox,  arid  seconded  by  Df .  Rogers : 
— *That  a  copy  of  the  above  Memorial  be  sent  to  each 
of  the  Members  of  the  Borough  of  Malton,  with  a 
request  that  they  will  be  pleased  to  support  the  objects 
of  tori  meeting.'"  .... 

Moved  by  Mr.  Atkinson,  and  seconded  by  Dr. 
Borton:— "  That  a  report  of  the  proceedings  of  this 
meeting  be'sent  to  the  Medic*!  Timet,  The  Lancet, 
and  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgfca!  Journal." 


routs 


JTUU4       •  i 


scrofulous,  MJ?ys. 

M*  #rbert,  pvyetcfan  to*  the*  H0pHa1"SauJt  Louis, 
recently  broughw  befsve-  the  Academy**'  M eeferne,  at 
Peris,  a  renrtHdrt^<^aJG^4wjHh>k>f^  fifes,'  of*  scitf- 
fotas-tiatur^wMA  %e»fcafl^^  20 

year*  of  agfe  lie  fiMe  hadWea  cootttsed  *y  tuner. 
eokKcrttttaoeOus  and  upreaflji^ufcera,  sod  the  eutnfe 
fleshy  and  euvtAaglntMsi 'pwVwf'  to^hed*  had  been 
destroyed  by  the >  jfr*ogre*  df  fee'dfe***?  so  that  this 
organ  was  reduced  W  Its  osseous  root  ^tasev  Tt  was 
in  a  ease  of  thhtlcmd  that*  th««  «frmVn>l«Btte  operation 
was  first  tried  in  France;  %rrVofeslor  l^lpeoi.'of 
Mootpellier,  M;  Gibert saw ♦patletttwfcO' Submitted 
to  it  in  1816,  butfo  whom;  uurortoiwrcty/the-  eating 
tubercles  afterwards*  renfnVeured  on  th^ewly-fbrmed 


The  patient  now  restored  ^sraiMt,^  the  only 
example  wish-  wblehtitc  ftv  a*e^ta1nted;  W  u  cure  ob- 
tained under  sueb  se*M*H*rcilm»tM6esY  fii  fat^lwmdes 
aba  cutaneous  malady,  there  Were  -two'  serofaons 
abscesses  intbe  neck,  carts*  of  the  rifcbt  mater  bone,  a 
white  articular  swelling  of  the  right  wrist,  which  caused 
apavtWlu»tioo,  wfthitoperfe^  All  these 

severe  isnloim  are  toow  cured,  and  die  flu*  presents 
white  and  h^ta^'mcutriceft  •  Man?  method*  of  treat- 
meat  wert  tried  dnriuw  the  long*  peViW*  which  ehrpsed 
since  the  irst  appearance  of  thO  evil  'Iodine  fraternally, 
andaxternasvy  failed.  M;  Gfetfrfs  s ynsp  of  'the  deuto- 
iodide  of  iron  produced  -euofe  advantageous  effects 
thus  a  cum  urns  almost  affected  ;-feuft  the  -  improvement 
was  only  temporary.  <tarterisu*tmk  with  "the  acid 
notssuw  urNmarcury  were .  ffqflalr^  onBuccedrfof.  Lastly, 
recourse  was  bad  to  cod-liver  oil,  internally  '  and 
exttnatty ;  Irydsgveaw  twe  \Maedsff  *t>j**r*d  again  to 
ameonwaOe,  and  the  treasattievurticrcritfgff  continued 

.     »  This  case  fk  refuted  m  »*?»«&&  altie  work  on  t*e 
!  »Dhsusttu«  Has  «*J*  eMtesaiArloV'et  *MeK  by  str. 

published. 
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ft*  more  than  twelve  month*  effected  *  perfect  em, 

Una  resnedy  is  thought  by  some  of  the  Gorman 
nhvakum*  to  he  a  specific  for  scrofula*  it  has  mile* 
nanny  timet  in  M.  Gibert's  hud*  hut  in  the  pmsaot 
ecee  it  proved  enimeiitjyamxessrttl. 
.  How  much  patience  end  perseverance  net  njiiisssssj 
in  the  treatment  of  thie  scrofulous  form  of  lapmv- 
Q*z*tUMUio*U*Pm-i*. 


COMPA&ISON  BETWEEN    A  NEW  VACCINE 
VIRUS  AND  THAT  OP  1836. 

M.  Fierd  has  communicated  to  the  Academy  of 
ScieiKet,  Pane,  tkeiwilt  of  erpcrimaiu  which  he  hat 
made,  in  order  to  establish  the  differential  cfaaractera 
of  the  development,  march,  and  duration  of  the  vaccine 
matter  recently  discovered  by  M.  Magendie  and 
himself,  compared  with  that  of  1836. 

In  one  mrmMimmti>  he  inocnhited  351  persona  with 
it.  It  appears  to  be  more  active  then  the  oldt  end  to 
i  a  greater  factHty  of  transmimron  in  man.  From 
I  eraeiimanM  MtPinrd  is  of  opinion  mat  it  is  not, 
as  has  hitherto  been  thought,  me  «reamr  or  lesser 
devekmment  of  the  vaeeiae  pustules  on  the  eighth  or 
ninth  day,  which  nssentialry  demonstrate*  the  degene- 
ration of  the  vims,  bnt  the  regular  and  continue*  pro- 
gress, and  especially  the  duration  of  the  eruption, 
which  indicates  the  various  degrees  of  this  degenera- 
tion. It  is  more  particularly,  as  in  small-pox,  the 
mr  of  the  regular  period  of  the  eruption,  which 
the  attenuation  of,  or  decrease  of  efficacy  in, 
the  virus  ceflectedlrom  me  cow,  and  artificially  trans- 
ferred and  kept  up  in  the  human  subject. 

Tables  sontamhig  imnmnpamrtvomcts  with  regard  to 
the  develemuemt,  march,  aaslduTiUi^ 
lymph  of  1844,  and  that  of  1836,  in  the  name  child, 
show  that  till  the  eighth  day  there  is  no  difference,  bnt 
on  the  ninth  day  the  denlceation  of  the  old  pustules 
commences*  and  is  complete  on  the  thirteenth  or  four- 
teenth day.  The  progress  and  development  of  the 
new,  on  the  contrary,  is  slower,  and  desiccation  is  not 
complete  tin  the  sixteenth  or  seventeenth  day,  thus 
shoving  a  difference  of  from  three  to  four  days. 

Jenuer*s  vaccine  lymph,  after  thirty-nine  years 
teaasmissmu  ernes  man  to  man,  compared  in  1836  to 
the  lymph  of  that  period,  dried  opon  the  twelfth  day; 
white  that  of  IflSMtethut  of  1844,  did  not  complete 
its  nVeiccation  tht  the  uBvemteentb  dsy.  That  of  1836, 
in  the  preernt  day,  after  esnbt  yearn  sojourn  in  the 
haman  subject*  oompared  to  that  of  1844,  which  does 
not  dry  up  till  the  seventeenth  day,  desiccates  on 
we  thirteenth  or  fourteenth  day,  the  eruptive  duration 
thus  losing  three  or  four  days.— Gazette  Medicate  de 
Park. 


FELLOWSHIP  OP  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE 
OP  SURGEONS. 

In  addition  to  the  gentlemen  whose  names  we  gave 
last  week,  the  following  are  stated  to  hare  passed  the 
examination  for  the  Fellowship  :— Mr.  E.  Enfield 
Barron,  of  London  ;  Mr.  Boil,  of  Arundel ;  Mr.  Cheese- 
man,  of  Sheffield ;  Mr.  Cotton;  of  Lyme ;  Mr.  Ellison, 
of  Chester;  Mr.  R.  Martin  of  Holbrook;  Mr.  Rix,  of 
St.  Neots;  Mr,  Roberts,  of  London;  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Ifondoo;  Mr.  Ward,  of  Huntingdon.  No  official  list 
has  as  yet  been  published. 


UNlVlRgnT  Of  LONDON. 


Edward  Ballard,  (Gold  medal,)*  University  Ceuege; 
Frederick  Robert  Maneon,  Kinr>  College;  William 
Anguntus  ftapee,  University  College;  Joseph  Rafteit 
Browne,  Guy's  Hospital 

MiowirsnT.      t 

Frederick  Robert  Manson,  Jong's  Cell***     • 

•  To  Dr.  Ballard  wa*  also  awarded  a  certUeate  of  ipetlsr 
proficiency  Is  medicine. 


SOCIETY  OP  APOTHECARIES. 
Gentlemen  admitted  Licentiates  of  the  Apm^eesrie? . 
Company,  Dec.,  5,  1844  :— R.  O.  Wallace,  Daubs;: 
Henry  Douglas,    Grantham ;  J.  G.  Grylls,  Cornwall; 
R.   W.   Sanneman,    Hounsiow ;    George  Gafmnef, 
Bristol;  Robert  Scott. 


OBITUARY. 

Dr.  James  Home,  late  Professor  of  the  Practice  of 
Medicine  in  the  Uuniversity  of  Edinburgh,  from  whkh 
he  had  retired  a  few.  years  back. 

At  Cork,  Dr.  William  Bulien. 


BOOKS  RECEIVED. 


Urinary  Deposits,  their  Diagnosis,  Pathology,  tstf 
Therapeutical  Indications.  By  Golding  Bird,  AAf, 
M.D.,  Assiitsnt  Physician  to,  and  Lecturer  on  Materis 
Medica  at,  Gny>4  Hospital,  Ac.  dec  London :  ChoitUH. 
1844;    Post  8vo.,  pp.  323. 

Researches  and  Observations  on  the  Causes  of  Scro- 
fulous Diseases.  By  J.  G.  Lugo!,  Physician  to  nw 
Hospital  of  St.  Louis,  dec.  Translated  from  the  Preset, 
with  an  Introduction,  and  an  Essay  on  the  Trestmmt 
of  the  Prmeipal  Varieties  of  Scrofula.  By  W.  Hsrcesrt 
Ranking,  M.D.,  Cantab,  Physician  to  the  Sato* 
General  Kwrftal.  London:  Churchill,  1844.  8re* 
pp.  306. 

A  Practical  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  peculiar  to 
Women,  illustrated  by  Cases,  derived  from  Hospital 
and  Private  Practice.  By  Samuel  AahweD,  MJ*r 
Obstetric  Physician  and  Lecturer  to  Guy's  Hotpital, 
dtc.  Part  HI.  London :  Highley.  1844.    8vo.  pp.  **► 

The  Medical  Remembrancer,  or  Book  of  Enwnjen- 
cies ;  in  which  are  concisely  pointed  out  the  fnaieslito 
Remedies  to  be  adopted  in  the  first  moments  of  Dearer 
from  PbisowSng,  Drowning,  Apoplexy,  Bonn,  sad 
other  Accidents,  &c.  By  Edward  B.  L.  ShsaV 
M.R.C.8.,  and  L.A.S.  One  of  the  Surgeons  of  the 
Royal  Humane  Society.  Second  Edition.  London: 
Churchill,  1846.    pp»  108. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Communications  have  been  received  from  Medicos; 
the  Birmingham  Pathological  Society,  me  ShcsWd 
Medical  Society,  and  Dr  W.H.  CuUen. 

sne  report  to  wnach  Mr.  PitODftk  senUBM,  tomw^- 
held  mr  the  pressnlto  give  \ 
tion  by  the  committee. 
It  is  reo^esntd  that  all  est 

ho  sent  to  Dr.  Sw*ilm,Farasnii  Stnmnj  Wanwstrr, 


-      t  ,  •  r  • 


t       *< 


•   t  •»  n 


PROVINCIAL 

MEDICAL  &  SURGICAL  JOURNAL 


ON  GALVANISM  APPLJBD  TO  THfi  TRRASV 
MINT  OP  UTERINE  fUBMORRHAttB. 

A  Lecture  delivered  to  the  Medical  Profession,  at  the 
Manchester  and  Salford  Lying-in  Hospital,  oo  the 
10th  of  December,  1844. 

By  Tnoe.  £40*0*9,  M  JD., 
OsussJtlng  Physician  to  the  Hospitsi. 

Gsjwtlkmbn,— Of  all  the  accidents  which  occur 
in  obstetric  science,  there  are  none  which  are  more 
important  and  more  aerioos  than  uterine  haemor- 
rhage, and  none  which  require  on  the  part  of  the 
practitioner,  more  promptitude  and  decision. 

Uterine  haemorrhage  is  usually  divided  into  that 
which  takes  place  in  the  early  months,  and  that 
which  takes  place  in  the  latter  months  of  gestation* 
The  latter  class  is  again  subdivided  into  what  are 
called  accidental  hamorrhages,  unavoidable  haemor- 
rhages, and  the  after  hajmorrbages.  Accidental 
haunorrhages  are  those  which  arise  from  accidental 
causes}  unavoidable  bsamonhagaa  ate  those  which 
asjsenw  a  particular  location  of  the  placenta  in 
the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  oa  uteri;  ami 
the  after  bsesnonhages  am  those  which  take  plate 
after  the  delivery  of  the  child,  and  they  may  decor 
either  before  or  after  the  expulsion  of  the  placenta. 
You  will  be  also  aware  that  there  are  a  number 
of  other  uterine  haemorrhages  which  are  uncon- 
nected with  gravidity;  but  it  is  my  object  in  this 
alanines  lecture  more  particularly  to.  dwell  upon 
these  daKJMMsjec  of  blood  which  are  connected 
with  pregnancy  in  the  latter  months,  and  with 
lajaaur.  It  is  not  my  intention  on  the  present 
oeoaaionto  enter  into  a  full  esewio^mtio*  of  the 
subject,  bat  more  particularly  to  confine  my  re- 
marks te  that  eoodition  wheb  is  the  result  of  pro* 
fuseand  loagHXtttinued  bleeding*  via.,  exhaustion, 
a. state  highly  interesting  to  the  obstetrician,  and 
which  seems  to  me  to  reojslre  mate  than  the 
rsjogsjsod  means  for  its  management. 

flow,  we  know  that  exhaustion  may  arise  in  all 
the  varieties  of  bssinorrhegc*  but  we  nod  that 
itja  mese  immii%firoq^aed»y  those 
*nj  mage  dawaawiaa  oTbfood  which  take 
beier%*vwf,*M 
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of  exhaustion,  it  has  been  the  custom  of 
obstetrical  writers  to  recommend  the  practice  of 
delivery.  Others  have  discountenanced  delivers/ 
in  this  particular  condition ;  and  o/coune,  where  the 
principles  of  practice  am  nnssstledina  < 
poctaat,  it  is  vorydosimblo  that  we  s 
to  discoveries**  new  method  of  i 
shall  place  theuuestioa  beyond  dispute.  Although 
such  high  anthositiea  aa  Bums  and  Hamilton  advo- 
cate delivery  in  these  cases,  it  has  always  been  my 
practice  to  recommend  non-deHver**  $  and  if  we 
were  to  analyze  the  cases  that  have  been  published 
in  the  reports  of  hospital  and  private  practice,  and 
those  that  have  accidentally  come  to  our  knowledge, 
we  should  be  startled  at  the  immense  loss  of  lias 
arising  from  these  extreme  cases  of  hamwrcnage* 
where  delivery  has  been  adopted. 

Now,I  regret  to  any,  I  believe  that  the  ^reat 
ruling  tafaenoe  upon  the  mind  of  practitioners,  in 
determining  them  to  deliver  at  all  hazards  in  these 
cases,  is  the  dread  of  popular  opinion.  It  is  usually 
stated  that  no  woman  ought  to  die  undelivered; 
and  wherever  a  woman  does  dte  undelivered,  it 
produces  a  very  considerable  sensation,  both  in  the 
neighbourhood  and  in  the  mind  of  eveiy  party  who  - 
may  come  to  a  knowledge  of  the  cirnunstanocs. 
On  this  account  a  practitioner  dreads  the  pjocrssti- 
nation  of  delivery,  lest  death  should  occur  before  it 
can  be  accomplished,  and  his  character  be  eonsa* 
qnently  involved  in  censure.  Now,  it  appears  to 
me,  that  when  a  prs*trtfaiier  is  dins  placed,  he 
ought  to  possess  sufficient  moral  courage  to  resist 
the  pressure  of  popular  opinion,  and  be  guided  by 
a  higher  principle  in  the  discharge  of  bis  duty  $ 
and  I  am  convinced  that  if  the  matter  is  fairly  and 
dispassionately  considered,  it  will  be  found  that . 
there  is  a  great  advantage  in  not  delivering  in  these 
cases  of  exhaustion. 

And  first,  with  regard  to  the  child,  it  is  stated  by 
the  advocates  for  delivery,  that  there  ia  the  greater 
probability  of  its  being  saved  by  the  immediate 
adoption  of  this  operation,  than  by  its  delay.    But 
if  you  will  take  the  pains  to  investigate  the  reports 
that  have .  been  puhHshecl  as  wejl  as  to.  ensuring; 
into  the  results  of  the  practice  of  prinete  indsvs* . 
duals,  it  will  be  found  met  the  child-  ia  ueurljv 
alsmysvdeeoVm  these  siejems  essen. 
this  consideration  ought  net  h>  hate  aw 
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with  at  in  deciding  upon  the  principle  of  practice. 
And  if  you  will  reflect  upon  the  causes  which  give 
fife  to  haemorrhage,  more  especially  in  placenta 
previa,  yon  will  find  sufficient  reasons  for  under- 
standing why  the  child  should  be  generally  dead. 
In'tbe;  accidental  species  of  haemorrhage,  if  the 
cause  has  been  such  as  not  only  to  lead  to  a  sepa- 
ration of  the  placenta,  bnt  to  something  like  a 
disruption  or  a  wounded  state  of  that  organ,  the 
death  of  the  child  is  nearly  inevitable ;  and  in  the 
unavoidable  species,  from  the  particular  location  of 
the  placenta,  if  you  recollect  what  must  be  the 
influence  of  labour  upon  the  placenta  itself  not 
only  in  producing  detachment  and  a  separation  of 
its  connection  with  the  sides  of  the  os  uteri,  but  also 
the  mechanical  influence  applied  by  the  child's  head 
coining  upon  it,  yon  must  see  that  in  this  case  there 
is  generally  moire  or  less  of  a  disruption  and  breaking 
upjof  its  structure  ;  and  consequently  tbe  child  dies 
from  Weeding  from  its  own  particular  system. 

If  we  go  into  enquiries  as  to  die  influence  of  tbe 
death  of  tbe  child  upon  the  haemorrhage,  we  must  look 
upon  it  as  being  rather  an  advantage  to  the  mother, 
because  it  takes  off  a  certain  demand  upon  her 
blood,  or  lessens  what  burner  calls  **  the  stimulus 
of  necessity/*  and  therefore  makes  such  a"  change' 
in  the  balance  of  her  circulation,  as  would  be  a 
means  of  checking,  rather  than  increasing,  the 
discharge. 

We  wfl!  now  proceed  to  consider  the  question  as 
regards  the  life  of  the  mother;  .and  when  we  are 
contemplating  a  subject  of  this  kind,  a  woman 
placed  un^er  extreme  circumstances  of  inanition  or 
exhaustion,  we  ought  not  to  ask,  "  Ought  a  woman 
to  be  delivered  ¥"  but, "  Can  a  woman  be  delivered 
#e/*Kp."  That  is  the  question  we  ought  to  endeavour 
to  settle.  In  our  minds  before  we  proceed  to  the 
operation.  If .  jre  have  a  woman  already  in  a  state 
of  exhaustion  fjrom  large  evacuations  of  blood,  we 
must  be  certain  that  apian  of  treatment  whi<$,  in 
any  way,  produces  an  uofevourable  change  upon 
the  nervous  and  circulatory  systems,  must  add  to 
the  evils  already  existing.  We  have  here  sufficient 
prostration;  and  the  mere  emptying  of  the  uterus 
will  most  inevitably  increase  it.  Every  surgeon  is 
aware  or  the  influence  chat  is  produced  by  the  ope- 
ration of  tapping  ia  cases  of  ascites  in  men,  strong 
in  comparison  with  some  of  these  poor  women, 
reduced  as  tney  are  by  the  loss  of  so  large  a  quan- 
tity of  Wood,  Syncope,  nay,  even  death,  is  some- 
times tbe  result  of  tbe  abstraction  of  the. ascitic 
fluid.  We  know,  also,  in  some  cases,  and  especially 
where  there  is  a  particularly  exalted  state  of  the 
nervous  system,  or  some  particular  idiosyncrasy, 
that  simple  evacuation  of  tbe  uterus,  by  the  natural 
efforts,  will  produce  death  I  This  very  change, 
then,  baa,  in  itself**,  f ery  un&vojirable  influence 
upon  a  woman  ih^mfAc^^]  pu^ besides  this, 
t  bear  ia  mipd  ( f$jbm  tap*t>  iaec*searirj 
■eat  demand  upon*  their  powers  by  the 
i  of  forcible  delivery* 
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be  a  great  demand 


There  are  a  number  of  other  drannstancen 
which  ought  to  be  taken  into  account,  as  regards ' 
delivery.  And  one  of  tbe  most  important  of  these  ' 
is  the  physical  or  structural  impediment  that  may 
arise  from  a  rigid  os  uteri.  And  when  we  come  to 
the  bedside  of  a  patient,  (I  am  sure  every  gentleman 
who  has  had  much  practical  experience,  will  bear 
me  out  in  this  statement,)  we  shall  find  that  some 
of  those  dogmas  which  are  laid  down  in  books  are 
wholly  untrue.  I  now  refer  particularly  to  that 
assertion  of  certain  writers,  who  say,  that  by  the 
evacuation  of  blood,  the  soft  parts  become  so 
weakened  and  dilatable,  mat  delivery  can  always 
be  accomplished.  This  I  moat  positive!*/  deny. 
And  therefore  I  say  that  there  are  eonStfen*  of 
this  kind  which  wit  be  an  obstacle  to  delivery* 

The  os  uteri  will  continue  wuUlatable,  although 
the  woman  may  be  in  such  a  state  of  exhaustion ' 
as  to  be  literally  tottering  on  the  brink  of  the 
grave!    It  is  true  that  this  state  of  matters  does 
not  generally  exist,  but  it  is  too  frequent  to  be  ' 
overlooked  in  determining  our  line  of  practice. 

Again,  you  must  be  all  aware,  gentlemen;  tittf." 
haemorrhages  take  place,  and  produce  this  state  if 
exhaustion,  before  the  woman  has  progressed  ^to'* 
that  period  of  pregnancy  that  would  justify  a  prAc-j; 
titioner  in  having  recourse  to  forcible  delivery; 
and  this  is  a  point  not  sufficiently  dwelt  upon  by  ' 
obstetrical  writers.  In  proportion  to  the  early* 
occurrence  of  hemorrhage,  so  will  be  the  obatatles  * 
to  delivery,  as  regards  the  introduction  of  ffifc 
hand  into  die  uterus.  And  when  we  are  conalifcr^ 
ing  the  chances  of  delivery,  and  taking  into  accnonf ' 
the  dilatable  state  of  the  cervix  and  os  tftnrt,  we** 
should  never  forget  the  length  of  the  fbrrrieVft  * 
regards  the  particular  period  of  pregnancy.  *  AStf* 
not  only  is  this  to  be  taken  into  account,  bat  WrV 
is  another  circumstance  which  must  ntitbe  bvet^u 
looked,  viz.;  the  degree  of  subsidence  tf  ttfe'nierttF" 
into  the  pelvis ;  for  according  as  the  uterus  retneint'' 
high  in  the  pelvis,  so  we  may  be  certain  that  Us* 
difficulties  of  delivery  will  be  proportionate.     ' '     ' 

In  all  uterine  hemorrhages,  connected  Mttf  * 
pregnancy,  there  are  certain  attendant  ctrcunK* 
stances,  viz.,  separation  of  the  placenta,  wfth'oV ' 
without  disruption  df  its  structure;  exposure  ef  tHr* 
large  orifices  connected  with  the  uterine  smusfev" 
rupture  of  the  decidual  vessels  and  atony  of  the  4 
uterus,  which  is  either  primary  or  secondary.  The* ' 
natural  means  for  suppressing  the  dischirge  are~thn~ 
formation  of  coagula,  and  the  contraction  of  tte° 
uterus.  As  to  tbe  adhesion  of  tbe  placenta,  **jejjf H 
once  separated,  or  the  cicatrization  of  this  urfttT 
when  disrupted,  the  practitioner  can  pfcee^n*0 
retiance  on  them  in  checking  Ae^ftflsW-  " *  *  - v; 

With  respect to'tfie  ix^mtiifhmmd^m^ 
may  bexsonSe-lhflWhthtf'jtf   -—***"—--*-**- 
charges,  lint  N6*e* 
those  profuse 
parttedfxrty 
in  the  vagina,  sa 
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a»t  in  the  snnpression  otthe  bleeding,  may  become, 
injfeectljy  an  eVi)  jnstead ,  of  jui  advantage,  by 
deVrrjng  the  nractltion^  From  making  a  proper 
investigation  of  the  case*  under  the  idea  that  *  the 
disturbance  of  these  coagula  is  death.'*  In  my 
opinion,  the  coagula  which  are  more  particularly  to 
be, depended  upon, are,  those  in  the  immediate 
nejghbouxhqod  of,  the  venous  orifices  that  have 
been  exposed,  and  I  repeat  that  these  are  of  no 
avail  in  the  more  serious  cases ;  and  therefore  we 
most  solely  trust /or  the  suppression  of  these  large 
discharges  of  blood  to  that  most  important  agent, 
contraction  of  the  uterus. . 

The  ordinary  means  of  producing  uterine  contrac- 
tion are  so  weU  known  that  I  need  merely  refer  to 
them  before  the  present  audience.  We  have  the 
bandage*  friction  applied  briskly  over  the  uterus, 
.  gasping  pressure,  secsle  corautum,  the  application 
of  cold,  and  in  the  after  haemorrhages  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  hand  into  the  uterine  cavity.  But  all 
these  means  may  fail  in  producing  this  desirable 
change,  and  will  foil  and  do  fail  in  the  extreme  cases* 

A  fetal  case  having  recently  occured  in  this  town, 
which  produced  a  considerable  sensation  at  the  time, 
where  delivery  was  adopted,  contrary  to  the  prin- 
ciples which  I  had  always  publicly  inculcated  in  my 
lectures,  I  was  led  to  investigate  the  arguments  of 
those  who  advocate  that  practice,  more  closely  than 
I  had  perhaps  ever  before  done  $  and  it  struck  me 
that  we.  were  deficient  in  a  means  on  which  we 
aught  always  depend  for  inducing  uterine  con- 
traction, and  so  placing  the  woman  in  such  a 
state  of  safety  that  the  operation  of  delivery  might 
be  deferred.  Whilst  my  mind  was  so  much  occu- 
pied HP?0  this  subject,  I  was  consulted  by  my 
Jrjend  Dr.  Goodwin,  in  a  case  of  protracted  labour, 
vrpete  the  long  forceps  were  required.  The  lady 
recovered  well,  with  the  exception  of  not  being 
able  to  pass  her  urine.  We  administered  all  the 
usual  remedies  for  a  fortnight  or  more,  using  the  ca- 
theter twice,  sometimes  three  times  a  day,  but  with- 
out the  least  amendment  Upon  Dr.  Goodwin's 
suggestion,  we  decided  upon  the  application  of  gal- 
vanism,  which  was  undertaken  by  him,  and  the  result 
was  most  gratifying,  for  the  first  application  proved 
permanently  successful  The  decided  efficacy  of  this 
plan  in  restoring  the  energy  of  the  bladder,  immedi- 
ately led  me  to  conclude  that  it  was  the  very  agent  that 
I  have  already  stated  was  a  desideratum  to  ensure 
uterine  contraction  in  cases  of  severe  flooding; 
attended  with  exhaustion.  We  have  here  a  woman 
reduced  by  loss  of  blood,  with  an  atonic  state  of  the 
uterus*  either  primary  or  as  the  .result  of  the  dis- 
charge. Now,  as  the  advocates  of  delivery  (Fide 
Burns  and  Hamilton)  say  $atthis  proceeding  gives 
the  woman  the  only  chance  of  living,  because,  so 
long  as  the  uterus  remains  distended  by  its  corneals, 
and  jts  janeteAStonic,  those  large  venous  orifices 
which  have  been  exposed  by  the  separation  of  the 
pauents*  are  sonneted  that  the  chances  of  further 
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application  of  galvanism  would  so  efeetuaOy  .act 
upon  the  uterine  tissue  as  to  induce  firm  contrac- 
tion of  its  fibres,  and  thereby  at  once  lessen  those 
large  openings,  and  bring  the  walls  of  the  uterus 
into  firm  apposition  with  the  body  of  the  child,  so 
as  to  entirely  close  them.  This  great  object  having 
been  attained,  we  might  safely  procrastinate  the 
delivery,  and  adopt  such  means  as  would  tend  to 
raise  the  vital  powers  of  bur  patient,  such  as  the 
administration  of  opium,  stimulants,  and  support  $ 
and  the  performance  of  the  important  operation  of 
transfusion.  With  the  uterus  in  this  favourable 
condition,  our  restorative  means,  and  particularly 
transfusion,  would  be  far  more  likely  to  be  attended 
with  successful  results  than  if  the  organ  were  dis- 
tended and  atonic;  for  in  this  case,  the  blood  which 
is  introduced  into  the  system,  either  directly  by 
transfusion,  or  indirectly1  by  nourishment,  produces 
no  permanent  benefit,  because  it  is  rapidly  dis- 
charged again.  Analogy  further  led  me  to  believe 
that  my  conjectures  would  not  prove  unfounded, 
for  galvanism  is  particularly  impressive  in  its 
influence  upon  the  muscles  of  recently  killed 
animals,  and  we  know  how  strictly  allied  in  action, 
if  not  in  structure,  the  uterus  is  to  muscle. 

I  mentioned  my  views  to  a  number  of  medical 
friends  who  generally  much  approval  of, them; 
and  1  was  soon  enabled  practically  to  prove  their 
correctness,  by  being  called  in  consultation  to  a 
case   of   frightful   internal   hemorrhage   during 
labour,   attended  with  extreme  exhaustion,  and 
where  the  ox  uteri  was  so  rigid  that  the  advocates 
of  delivery  could  loot  possibly  have  carried  their 
views  into  practice,  Without  lacerating*  the  os  and 
cervix  uteri.   By  this  case  T  ascertained  that  -  gal. 
vanfsm  produces  an  effective  and  powerful  con- 
traction of  the  uterus  \  and  not  only  so,  as  regards 
its  tonic  contraction,  but  it  has  also  thV  power  of 
energetically  exciting 'alternate  contraction  When 
applied  at  intervals.    I  can  tell  yod  'bolt  seriously 
and  most  solemnly,  that  it  produces  these  two  im- 
portant changes  upon  the  uterus  In  such  a  degree 
as  in  my  previous  reflections  oh  the  subject  I  had 
no   conception  of.     The   alternate  contractidn 
excited  by  this  agent  fa  anatogbo*  to,  and  as  power* 
rul  as,  that  which  is  observed  in  normal  labour,  and 
the  tonic  contraction  Is  greater.    I  shall  not  relate 
eases  in  detail,  because  if  would  occupy  too  inula 
time;  but  I  may  state  that  I  applied  galvanism  in 
a  case  where  the  membranes  were  unruptured,  and 
the  uterus  In  a  state  of  great  inertia,  and  alternate 
contraction  was  immediately  produced.     Before 
this  the  membranes  were  very  flaccid1;  b6t  as  soda 
as  the  galvanic  circle  was  completed,  tbey  became 
extremely  tense  and  protruded  low  down  into  the 
vagina;  aiid  this  itateofteiisK)n  did  not  subside  when 
the  alternate  eontrsction  cease*,  as  is  observed  ha 
some  degree  to  normal  labour;  for  although  the  gal- 
vanic  conductors  were  removed,  so  great  a  degree 
of  tonic  contraction  of  the  uterus  had  been  induce* 
that  thU  aeMralM^  " 


QnJUVAKMM  Df  PXBsUMB  MaiOSMsftQB. 


I  am  thus  satisfied  that  by  the  application  of 
this  means,  we  can  induce  each  a  state  of  tonic 
contraction  in  the  uterus,  that,  in  these  extreme 
cases  of  exhaustion  fom  hemorrhage,  the  woman 
may  be  placed  in  such  a  state  of  safety,  that  deli- 
very may  be  postponed  until  a  time  arrives  when 
k  can  be  safely  accomplished,,  and  in  the  meantime 
we  can  have  recourse  to  those  measures  which  tend 
to  raise  the  vital  powers. 

I  think  it  probable  that  it  may  also  produce  one 
of  the  other  natural  means  of  suppressing  hemor- 
rhage which  I  have  already  referred  k>  via.,  coagu* 
ktion  of  the  blood ;  but  this  I  have  not  yet 
positively  ascertained  by  experiment,  although  I 
am  led  to  conclude  that  such  is  the  fact  from  some 
remarks  made  by  Dr.  Apjohn,  in  the  article,  Gal* 
varnam,  in  the  Cyclopaedia  of  Pmotieal  Medicine* 

In  my  previous  remarks,  gemUemeo,  I  most  be 
smdetetoed  te  refer  to  those  eases  of  hwmorrhage, 
where  the  placenta  is  not  plaeed  over  or  near  the 
oe  uteri ;  but  I  snail  now  proceed  to  speak  of  these 
eases  in  which  uterine  contraction  bail  a  tendency 
to  increase  the  discharge*  cases  which'  ase  usually 
described  as  belonging  to  the  class*  unavoidable 
hamorrhege*  In  these  eases,  where  the  peculiar 
location  of  the  placenta  deprives. us  of  the  benefits 
that  usually  accrue  from  uterine  contraction,  and 
as  it  is  the  .special  influence  of  galvanism  to  pro* 
duce  this  effect,  it  ought  ,to  be  the  object  of  the 
obstetrician  so  to  modify  his  practice,  aa  to  place 
them  within  the  range  of  this  remedy.  .Before 
entering  upon  a  description  of  the  plan  which  I 
would  recommend  to  be  adopted  in  these  oases,  I 
shall  first  direct  your  attention  to  the  practice  of 
the  older  writers,  and  secondly  refer  to  the  mode 
in  which  nature  sometimes  terminates  them  when 
left  to  herself.  In  looking  over  the  authorities 
from  about  1612  to  1790,  we  find  that  they  vary 
in  their  practice*  Some  recommend  the  removal 
of  the  placenta  before  the  child;  others  advise  the 
same  course  conditionally,  that  is,  providing  it  is 
offering  itself  very  largely  or  decidedly  to  the  finger 
of  the  attendant;  others  again  say  that  where  it 
cannot  be  pushed  back,  it  should  be  brought  away 
before  the  child.  It  must  be  understood  that  many 
of  these  writers  had  not  a  correct  knowledge  of  the 
true  anatomical  condition  of  parts  in  cases  of  pla- 
centa prrnvia,  and  I  do  not  think  it  requisite  to 
enjumerate  thek  names,  as  it  would  be  occupying 
too  much  of  your  valuable  time.  You  will  find 
that  in  some  of  these  cases,  where  the  placenta 
was  brought  away  before  the  child,  according  to 
the  statement  of  these  writers,  the  latter  was  even 
born  alive,  and  in  most. of  them  the  haemorrhage 
was  suppressed.  And  whilst  on  this  subject  I 
nay  call  your  attention  to  a  few  cases  of  more 
recent  ocemuaece^ where  this  practice  has  been 
adopted*  It  happened  to  main  1819  to  base  a 
case  of  placental  presentation,  where  I  detached 
tl*  placenta,  boceuso  it  was. banging  down; so  lew1 
»«o  the  vjagm,  tjnwt  there  wacne  ohanee  of  dotage 


anything  esse;  the  bemorrhage  wan  immediately 
suppressed,  and  the  child  eacpelfcd  by  the  netnr*l 
efforts.  I  am  also  indebted  to  my  friend  Mr. 
Jesse,  who  is  present,  for  the  details  c$  a  case  in 
which  be  detached  the  placenta,  and  in  which  the 
haemorrhage  thereupon  subsided.  It  was  the  prac- 
tice of  the  late  Mr.  Kinder  Wood,  of  tfiis  hospital, 
in  many  of  these  cases,  to  detach  and  bring  sway 
the  placenta,  and  afterwards  to  leave  them  to  the 
operation  of  nature,  or  to  extract  the  child  by  the 
feet,  as  the  case  demanded.  A  case  also  occurred 
to  Mr.  Wilson,  of  this  town,  who  kindly  related  the 
circumstances  to  me  ;  the  placenta  had  been  rudely 
brought  away  by  the  attendant,  and  Mr.  Wilson 
found  the  patient  in  a  state  of  exhaustion,  with  the 
child  still  in  utero.  He  extracted  the  child  n  con- 
siderable time  after  the  removal  of  the  placenta.  It 
has  occurred  to  me  in  my  hospital  practice,  to  find 
that  the  placenta  had  been  brought  down  in  mie- 
take  by  die  midwives  in  these  cases,  and  this  with- 
out causing  an  increase  of  the  flooding. 

Smellie  mentions  cases  in  which'  the  placenta 
was  brought  away,  and  where  the  henmrrfaage 
subsided.  In  Dr.  Collins'  Reports  of  the  Dublin 
Lying-in  Hospital,  there  is  a  case  in  which  the 
placenta  was  brought  away  by  the  midwife  the 
evening  before  the  admission  of  the  patient  into 
the  hospital,  and  the  haemorrhage  was  thereby 
suppressed,  Baudelocqoe  relates  a  somewhat 
similar  case.  And  now  let  us  consider  the  method 
in  which  nature  sometimes  terminates 


where  there  exists  placenta  prssvia;  and  for  this 
purpose  I  have,  without  any  great  ] 
36  cases,  illustrative  of  her  powers,  in  i 
and  expelling  the  placenta  before  the  chid. 
Gifiard  mentions  one  case;  Perfect,  one 


Smellie,  four  cases ;  Chapman,  one  case ;  Rums- 
botbam,  sen.,  six  cases;  Merrimau,  one  case; 
Hamilton,  two  cases;  Collins,  one  case ;  Barlow,  one 
case ;  Dr.  Robert  Lee,  two  cases ;  Gower,  one  case; 
Miilington,  one  case ;  Bailey,  one  case ;  Wood,  three 
cases ;  Lowe,  one  case;  Hunt,  one  case ;  Win.  Lowe, 
three  cases  ;  Dorrington,  two  cases ;  and  I  have 
met  with  three  cases  of  the  same  nature  myself. 
Besides  these,  Mr.  Jesse  has  related  to  me  a  cane 
of  placenta  previa  where  the  entire  ovum  was 
expelled ;  Mr.  James  Kenwortby,  a  similar  case ; 
and  the  late  Dr.  Rigby  has  published  a  case  also. 
Now,  the  bulk  of  these  cases,  gentlemen,  have  been 
detailed  without  any  specific  practical  object,  and 
consequently  are  more  valuable  to  my  present 
purpose  than  if  they  had  occurred  to  myself,  add 
had  been  brought  forward  to  serve  my  own  parti- 
cular views.  You  may  refer  to  many  of  theen 
yourselves ;  and  you  will  find  in  nearly  all  of  them 
that  the  haemorrhage  waa  suppressed  immediatety 
after  the  placenta  was  thrown  o£ 

These  cases,  then,  and  the  practice  alresfcty 
referred  to,  as  adopted  by  the  older  wsfttts,  aid 
several  modern  obstetricians,  appear  t6  ase  to  finr- 
nish  data  of  a  most  isaportant .  " 
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aemroldaiji  an*nesrlw.g*i,  miry  be  based,  in 
e%deve»  bring  them  within*  ttespheee  of  tbrapnti* 
nation  of  galvanism.'  And  before  entering'  upon 
the  dseeriptieu  of  my  proposed  pin-  of  managing 
>these  cast*  I  beg  to  remind  yen  that  h  is  an  esteb- 
listed  fe<  that  piilkl  sepuatieo  of  the  placenta, 
\  whether  in  simple  crcouipiicated  retention  of  that 
organ  after  hibear,  or m  placenta  prssvia,  is  attended 
w*h  far  more  profuse  bleeding;  than  total  separa* 

In  the  earner  part  of  the  lecture,  I  stated  that 
-one  means  of  adding  to  the  exhaustion  already 
existing,  is  the  evacuation  of  the  uterus,  whether 
that  eradiation  be  partial  or  entire;  therefore  I 
consider  that  in  these  cases  of  placental  presenta- 
tion, it  would  be  a  decidedly  important  point  of 
practice  to  draw  off  the  liquor  amnii  gradually,  as 
the  first  step  in  the  management  of  the  case.  For 
this  purpose  I  have  somewhat  modified  Mr.  Holmes* 
instrument  lor  perforating  the  membranes,  making 
'the  Canute  much  larger,  and  having  an  oval  aper- 
ture4 placed  on  each  side  near  its  open  extremity. 
The  entire  instrument  consists  of  a  canula  and 
trocar,  which  latter  always  lies  concealed  within 

•  the  canula',  by  means  of  a  spiral  spring,  except  when 
pushed  out  by  pressure  on  its  button-like  extre- 
mity. This  trocar  can  be  entirely  withdrawn  from 
the  canula;  so  as  to  leave  the  latter  free  for  the 
passage  of  fluid.  Now  I  propose  to  pass  this  instru- 
ment through  the  placenta  into  the  amniotic  bag, 
end  then  remove  the  trocar,  so  that  the  liquor 
amnii  may  escape,  a  plan  which  I  prefer  to  ruptur- 
ing the  membranes  at  the  side  of  the  placenta, 
because  the  water  in  the  latter  case  would  flow  too 
rapidly,  on  account  of  the  practitioner  not  being 
abfo^io  Merit  the  size  of  the  opening  he  might  make ; 
end  also  because  by  the  plan  now  recommended, 
the  integrity  of  the  membranes  being  preserved,  the 
placenta  is  thereby  maintained  in  a  better  position 
for  acting  as  a  tampon  against  the  open  venous 
apertures  when  the  head  comes  to  press  upon  it. 

In  rupturing  the  membranes  in  the  ordinary 
method,  it  is  quite  obvious  that  as  the  connection 

•  between  the  membranes  and  placenta  is  broken,  the 
tetter  is  liable  to  fall  down  more  or  less  into  the 
vagina.  Having  thus  drawn  off  the  liquor  amnii, 
the  next  step  will  be  to  introduce  the  band  into  the 
vagina,  then  to  pass  th£  fingers  to  the  edge  of  the 
placenta,  and  carrying  diem  on  between  it  and  the 
os  uteri,  to  sweep  the  hand  round  its  whole  circum* 
Jerence,  so  as  completely  to  detach  the  placental 
mass,  care  being  taken  to  avoid  rupturing  the  mem* 
branes.  We  have  now  brought  the  case  into  such 
.a  state  as  to  be  within  the  influence  of  galvanism  | 
for  although  tins  practice  of  detaching  the  placenta 
may  be  a  means  of  seapmautu|  toUeedmg,  yet  it 
-wilt  not  fesfere  the  depressed  power*  of  the  woman  $ 
msd  on  that  account  we  still  require  an  agent  to 
induce  aneh'a  degree  of  uterine  contraction  as  will 
^eaeaee  her  from  aUohanom  of  further  hamsorrbagei 
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while  we  have  recourse  to  such  measures  as  will 
tend  to  support  her  strength. 

In  order,  then,  to  ensure  uterine  contraction,  we 
must  have  recourse  to  galvanism,  and  the  subse- 
quent management  of  the  case  must  be  conducted 
on  ordinary  principles,  such  as  supporting  the 
woman  by  stimulants,  nutritious  articles  of  diet,  and 
trtmsftniott.  The-delivery  should  be  deferred  until 
the  powers  of  the  patient  are  so  far  rallied  as  to 
justify  its  being  undertaken,  however  long  the 
interval  may  be ;  and  that  mode  adopted  which 
makes  the  least  demand  upon  ber  constitutional 
powers.  It  may  happen  that  a  repetition  of  the 
galvanic  shocks  may,  after  a  certain  period,  induce 
such  uterine  action  as  will  expel  the  whole  of  the 
contents  of  the  organ;  and  ifthis  should  not  happen, 
it  appears  to  me  teat  it  would  be  the  best  practice, 
to  apply  the  long  forceps,  having  previously 
removed  the  placenta,  that  is  if  the  head  presents. 
If  any  other  part- of  theehiid  presents,  the  case  must 
be  managed  on  ordinary  principles. 

The  novelty  of  these  views  may  produce  an. 
hapression  unfevourable  to  their  proper  estimation  » 
but  I  hope,  gentlemen,  you  will  recollect  that  it  has 
been  my  object  to  bring  them  before  the  profession 
in  order  that  their  correctness  maybe  tested.  ll 
wish  to  benefit  poor  suffering  women  in  their  hour 
of  danger,  and  to  be  candid  in  my  communications 
to  my  professional  brethren.  In  my  own  taind'l 
am  satisfied  at  to  the  influence  of  galvanism, '  and 
its  newer  of  producing  uterine  contraction.  I  am 
also  convinced  that  it  has  no  evil  influence  on  the 
Kfeef  the  chad  hvutero,  and  after  its  birth  tbatit 
is  an  important  means  of  resuscitation  in  cases  Of 
asphyxia.  Objections  may  be  raised  that  we  have 
bot  always  the  eppamta*  at  hmd.  The  answer  1o 
this  objection  hi  the  same  as  that  which  refers  to 
the  application  of  aH  instrumental  means.  In  thy 
opinion,  no  gentleman  who  possesses  the  principles 
of  a  correct  obstetrician,  would  carry  his  forceps, 
veetis,  perforator,  crotchet,  or  transfusion  appa- 
ratus along  with  him.  These  things  are  to  be  sent 
for  in  emergencies  only,  and  the  same  remark 
appHes  to  the  galvanic  apparatus.   « 

My  remarks  have  hitherto  been  confined  tor  the 

treatment  of  those  cases  of  hemorrhage  that  are 

attended   with  exhaustion   before'  dsVvery,  •  trot 

there  are   other  cases,  to   which  galfannto  4s 

equally  -  applicable.    If  we  investigate-  the  cases 

given  by  authors,  we  shall  find  that  there  are  many 

cases  of  accidental  hemorrhage  before  delivery, 

where  artificial  rupture  of  the  membranes  has  not 

succeeded  in  arresting  the  discharge,  on  which 

account  several   writers,   Burns  and   Hamthon 

amongst  them,  advocate  delivery  in  preference  to 

this  operation.    Now,  the  artificial  rupture  of  the 

i»  recommended  for  adoption  witiMfct 

to  the  condition  of  the  oe  uteri ;  'aWl  it 

be  obvious,  if  tins  r^tbtigkrattdimiflhtabie, 

the  fieodmg  sbenjd  contbree  afvongo J  the 

lupuiieUf  mat  it  wouxu.ee 
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highly  hazardous  to  introduce  the  band  and  to 
deliver  by  force.  In  such  a  case  galvanism  would 
place  the  woman  in  a  state  of  security,  by  exciting 
the  contraction  of  the  uterus.  I  also  consider  that 
this  jjpwer  would  be  useful  in  some  of  the  haemor- 
rhages of  the  early  months  of  pregnancy. 

Willi  cagerd  to  tbeafter  hmmorraages,  eapectally . 
thoea*tteaded  by  aihaaarion,  I  cejesider  it  per- 
tfcularly  applicable  where  atony  of  the  uterus  u  the 
prieciek  feature  of  the  accident  la  those  eases 
whtoh  occur .  previous  to  the  expulsion  of  the 
placenta,  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  practitioner  to 
assure  himself  that  this  mass  was  not  morbidly 
adherent  to  the  sides  of  the  uterus. 

In  hour-glass  contraction,  and  Other  forme  of 
irregular  uterine  action  after  labour,  I  anticipate 
s^reax  benefit  Imrnke  use,  In  jfceje.  eases  there  is 
a  loss  of  balance  between  the  cnatractOa  power  of 
dafattamtpaetaeltliewtieriMaw^ 
a  stale  of  atony,  whilst  the  other  is  tea  state  of 
am  contraction.  Now,  if  the  galvanic  current  be 
directed  in  the  longitudinal  axis  of  the  organ,  it 
strikes  me  that  you  might  excite  the  longitudinal 
Ares  to  contraction,  and  thereby  restore  the 
balance.  y 

There  are  several  other  tonics  not  directly  con- 
nected with  the  subject  of.  this  evening's  lecture 
Which  I  shall  slightly  notice,  (<»il.  Deference  to 
frivanie&v  lam^saiisMfrfffapoaa^asrW.af  the 
remedy,  that  it  will  b*>  found  *  aaeat  important 
egtut^  tedious  kbottft.aepimjfrg.upe*  want  of 
power  in  the,  nteaws,  anoVsHrarev  no  mediaaral 
oawJatsaelrJibv  I  .wool*,  also  suggest  ahafroba. 
bienyaf  h»pcpwwg  «aiuabteaa«s%iMtiag  uterine 
aetasn  ef»  neea,  i»  onsee  wberajit  may  be  considered 
iftwwaary  to  induce  premature  labour.  It  seems  to 
aae  also  to  be  worthy  of  trial  in  certain  eases  of 
menorrhagia  In  the  ungravfd  sUte,  where,  on 
vaginal  examjnation,  the  uterus  is  found  to  *e 
atonic,  as  evidenced  by  its  large  £accid  condition, 
ana  the  patulous  state  of  the  oa  uterL 

paying  made  this  digression,  it  is  proper  that  I 
ahjpjald  remark,  iu  reference  tp  cases  of  hemorrhage, 
UtaVl.am  nof urging  this  plan  of  treaftateat  upon 
aha  ptotssaioav  watfe  tha.  view  of  superseding  the 
eadsufcpsnewjia.}  not  ralhas  wash  thewiew  of  sup* 
pljtog  a  reaaadp  m  those-  aitreaae  eases  where 
aaaae  have  Med.  I  do  urteskatingry  say  that  the 
obstetrician  has  the  power  in  moat  cases  to  con* 
troul  uterine  haemorrhage,  so  as  to  prevent  them 
ewer  reaching  ^his  extreme  state  of  exhaustion. 
|i£t, nevertheless,  we  do  meet*with  this  condition, 
frequently  in  a  large  hospital  practice,  and  also  in 
prjyaja  eonaul^tioo  practice.  A  number  of  cases 
fevq  come  to  my  knowledge  withi^  a  very  few 
»WUKwb«re  death  baa  reswlted  jfr om  this  eases- 
I  tbureata  say  that  Wwiosght  to 
Jhat^t^sstvary^to 
fw*4ftlaw  affiant 
fcaa  hnportaa*  a  menu*  el  easing  lift,  how  is  if 
w*W*toofte»feSls>    '  ' 


With  regard 
tithese  ea 
^pperatoe, 

Dancer, of  thlrte**  a>*aw^w)&  other  par- 
poses,  tttejisjsjb^*..^ 
a  helix  with  coodqpio^  Rfe  tfo  *foofi  emjsw. 
nience  the  latter  are  connected  with  the  hell*  by 
means.of  long  w*ea>  coverall  .with. an. 
maierial.  The  strength  of  the  shook  ie  i 
by  a  small  eoatrifunee  situated  oa  the*  stawd  of  1 
belts,  by  means  of  whieh  it. can  be . 
niahedormerasassi  One  of  i 
b  applied  externally,  has  a  hollow  wooden 
through  which  passes  the  wire  befofe  alluded  to, 
in  order  to  join  a  brass  stem  terminating  at  its 
extremity  in  abaft.  The  other  conductor,  Wniob 
is  contrived  by  myself,  consists  of  a  Bfrdrjg  braes 
stem,  seven  inches  long,  curved  to  suit  the.' vagina, 
and  covered  with  a  non-conducting  m  material, 
having  a  small  screw  at  its  distal  exj^epw  foe 
attaching  to  it  a  silvered  ball ;  at  ita4therja*fea- 
mity  it  is  received  within  an  ebony  handle;,  jsyhjeh 
is  hollow,  and  through  which  passes  a  strong  Jamas 
wire,  looped  at  the  end,  and  connected  avauVtae 
long  wires  before  alluded  to.  Haw  wire^iakapt 
dasoonneeted  from  the  brass  stem  by  aeeanJcf  a 
spiral  spring  concealed  within  the  ebony  hanele. 
The  loop  is  covered  with  sflk,  and  is  intended  for 
the  thumb  of  the  operator,  when  he  is  bringing  (be 
.wire  into  connection  with  the  stem. 

When  the  remedy  is  applied,  the  brass  ball  of 
the  vaginal  conductor  is  to  be  passed  up  to  the  oa 
uteri,  and  moved  about  at  intervals,  on  to  varies* 
parts  of  this  organ.  At  the  same  time)  the  other 
conductor  must  beapplied  to  thaabdosniasjiiisjsataa 
over  the  fundus  uteri  Shocks  may  baatso.  neased 
transversely  through  the  nterus  byaimslmninawJy 
applying  the  conductor  oa  each  aide  of  aha  belly. 

The  application  should  be  used  at? fete**)*,  so 
as  to  approximate  in  its  effects,  as  neariy  a*?08sibfc 
to  the  natural  pains.  It  may  be  cammed  until 
it  meets  the  exigences  of  the  case. 

Before  concluding  the  lecture,  t  wish  to*  Oueerve 
that  it  is  stated  that  galvanism  has  been  applied 
in  labour  before.  When  the  idea  first,  suggested 
itself  to  me,  however,  it  was  original  to  any  mindV 
as  I  was  quite  unaware  of  its  ever  baaing  been 
alluded  to  before.  And  I  may  say,  with  regard  to 
its  application  in  cases  of  hemorrhage*  and  the 
modifications  I  have  suggested  ha  order  to  make  it 
effectual  in  some  of  the  varieties  of  that 
that  I  believe  I  have  been  the  first  to  empiey  it. 


ivjj-  »i    "*.J. 
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^^m^rTflfii^^TS  OF  DISEASE. 


A  CRITICAL  ANALYSIS  OF  *Hp  PRINCIPAL 

FACTS  OB  DI3EAS& 

(CmtomMfromw  590,; 

1  B/FlAMirATIO*— S0B~ACt7TU. 

•^following  laws,  then,  may  be  added  to  the  pre* 


7.  "When  sensation  only is  arrested  in  the  spinal 
nerves,  without  shock,  the  circulation  of  the  perls  to 
which  the  nerves  ere  distributed  is  unchanged. 

8.  When  sensation  is  thus  arrested  in  the  spinel 
nerves,the  circulation  remaining  unchanged,  a  puncture 
fails  to  affect  the  capillary  droulatknn 

9.  When  the  motor  power  only  is  arrested  in  the 
spinal  nerves,  the  circulation  in  the  parts  to  which  the 
nerves  are  distributed  is  affected  by  puncture  in  the 
same  manner  as  in  health,    (vh.) 

When*  the  fact  that  an  injury  done  to  the  sensitive 
nerres  at  their  extremities  acts  in  a  centripetal  direction, 
is  considered  in  a  proper  light,  it  is  clear  that  the 
effect  of  such  an  injury  on  the  capillaries  cannot  be 
▼ieweff  as  its  immediate  consequence.  The  action  of  a 
ponctureis  conveyed  along  sensitive  fibres  in  the  di- 
rection of  the  spinal  cord  (ix.  7-8-9),  and  in  its  course 
can  hams  no  communication  with  blood-vessels.  How 
then  does  it  happen  that  a  puncture,  the  primary  influ- 
ence of  which  is  exerted  upon  sensitive  fibres,  should 
arrest,  and,  after  a  brief  interval,  restore  the  circula- 
tion, already  arrested  by  shock,  to  the  capillary  tubes  ? 
A  true  theory  of  inflammation  is  impracticable  while 
this  question  remains  unanswered. 

Before  pretending  to  resolve  this  important  point, 
the  minute  anatomy  of  sensitive  nerves  must  be  briefly 
reviewed,  a  task  not  to  be  performed  satisfactorily 
without  including  a  survey  of  the  structure  of  each 
class  of  nerves. 

In  the  first  place,  then,  it  has  been  discovered  that 
grey  or  organic  fibres  enter  into  the  composition  of 
sensitive  nerves ;  and  it  has  furthermore  been  found 
that  such  organic  fibres  accompany  them  to  their  ter- 
mination. The  observation  was  made  by  Retziua  in 
1827,  that  "  in  the  nervus  trigeminus  of  the  horse, 
and  particularly  in  the  second  division  of  the  nerve, 
there  are  distinct  grey  sympathetic  fibres  derived  from 
the  spheno-palatine  ganglion,  which  form  small  grey 
ganglia  within  the  nerve,  and  can  be  traced  over  the 
second  division  of  the  nervus  trigeminus,  and  within 
it,  as  far  as  the  nasal  nerves  and  pituitary  membrane." 
(Mailer  op.  cit)  Again,  the  same  authority  says : — 
"  Several  new  facts  have  been  made  known  by  M.  GDtay, 
snowing  that  organic  fibres  can  be  traced  accompanying- 
cerebral  and  spinal  nerves  as  far  as  the  organs  to 
which  they  are  distributed."  And  again,  «  Remak 
found  a  few  grey  fasciculi  in  most  of  the  cerebro- 
spinal nerves  which  he  examined/' 

luese  facts  are  sufficient  to  indicate  the  composite 
structure  of  nerves  derived  from  sensitive  roots. 
Many  additional  facts  are  cited  byMflllerin  sup- 
port of  the  principle. 

As  respects  the  structure  of  the  sympathetic  nerves, 
is*  facto  known  on  the  subject  cannot  be  better  stated 
than  in  Mailer's  words  ^-"  Remak  has  by  minute  ex- 
amination been  able  to  distinguish,  even  externally,  in 
r  parts  of  tee  sysopetbetic  nerve,  grey  and  white 
1}  and  the  sakroscope  has  m  many  iastaaess 
ints»Jsetar,s*ketke 


peculiar  organic  fibres  in  the  former-  kind  of  iasmc^U*" 
(Op.  cit)  .       r 

Minute  anatomy  then  proves  that  the  structure  of 
eeiebro-apinal  and  sympathetic  nerves  is  analogoua. 
The  sensitive  and  motor  in  each  kind  are  the  wfeite" 
fasciculi,  which  consist  of  tubular  fibres;  the  organic  ' 
are  the  grey  fasciculi,  which  consist  of  hemegsnsShs 
abides,  much  more  infants  than  the  tasmrv  seal  arista* 
also  exist  in  both  kmds  of  nerves. 

The  sensitive  and  motor  fibres  of  the  aji 
are  derived  from  the  spinal  cord*  M  The  . 
tions,"  says  MflUer,  "of  myself,  of  Retains,  Mayer, 
and  Wutser,  have  established  as  correct  the  view  which 
Wutser  had  formerly  taken,  namely,  (hat  the  sympe* 
thetic  derives  radicle  fibres  from  both  roots  of  the 
spinal  nerves.  Mayer  has  indeed  traced  these  fibres  in 
the  roots  of  the  nerves,  as  far  as  the  spinal  cord  itself. 
Tin  sympathetic,  nussufete,  < 
senator*  ttree."    (Op.  cit) 

ftysmlogitts  still  auppeaa  that  i 
accompany  the  bloodVvessele  throughout  their  cesses, . 
but  the  proof  that  they  reach  the  capillaries  msjsam^i 
The  notion  was  originated  long  before  modern  reseeach 
had  determined  the  identity  of  composition  which  sub* 
sists  in  sympathetic  and  cerebro-smnal  nerves.    It  is  a 
remarkable  oversight  that  such  a  notion  should  have . 
survived  the  discovery  of  organic  fibres  in  the  latter, ' 
which  are  found  wherever  blood-vessels  are  present 

flie  preceding  sketch  of  the  structure  of  the  nervous 
system  wouMrbe  inoompmte  without  a  knowledge,  or 
Mr.  Grsingert  impetmef  remarks  on  the  counecmMSv 
of  the  spinal  fesss  with  the  cord. 

*  Alter  repeated  exaJsutuuJena,*'  says  the  authority 
iisfstil  msaeV'ithat  each  rent  was  toonected  %*tft)  • 
with  the  external  Abroue  pert  of  the  Card  and  the 
internal  grey  substance.  The  sails mhiy  is  wlat  ss>. 
pears  to  he  the  structure:  after  the  two  roes*  t 
permeated  the  theea  vcrte&abe* 
surface  of  the  cord*  it  is  well  known  that  tyeir  fibres, 
begin  to  separate  from  each  other;  of  them  type,, 
some  are  lost  in  the  white  substance  ;  whilst  others* 
entering  mere  deeply  into  the  lateral  furrows,  are 
found  to  continue  their  course,  nearly  at  a  right  angle 
with  the  spinal  cord  itself,  as  far  as  the  grey  substance 
in  which,  they  are  lost"  "From  numw^s' observa- 
tions," he  adds,  *!  am  induced  to  better*,  that  whea> 
ever  the  white  fibres  of  the  nervous  system  because' 
connected  with  the  grey  states**  ulwumwiftts* 
dumtent  masses  ef  timbsssa;  inthespisalouteVejtam 
the  sxngtmns,  the  ccransuaaaut  w  sjhaner  *o::w#s*  fa 
seen  in  the  section  of  the  carpus  eWnumaa'f-r"  the 
fibres  become  as  it  were  encrusted  with,  the,  area; 
matter.''    (OUtnrtUm*  an  Me  tfrsvlev*  cue?  Aejefj 

From  the  numerous  materials  which  are.  at  hanefj  on;  . 
the  intimate  structure  and  relations  of  nerves,  is* 
facts  have  been  quoted  which  appear  to  near  imme-  . 
date  appttcation  to  the  physiological  study  of  etseasui 
AB  the  facts  thus  made  use  of  have  been  examined  ami 
eountmed  by  competent  judges.    To 
question  for  the  elucidation  of  which  met 
has. been  pussued~s*s*  how  duos K  ^seethel  a) , 
the>primary  (nsmsnoe  et  wMoh  a>  excjejee 
seasMv*  bernai,  9*mM*mm*  sjn%isja}wl  exsnt 

tare  the  ikntaim  dmkmmM*M  • 

m  the  oapilhwy  tubes?    s  ijssstise  esami  hsmw 


3=*aa 


with  ej*otnie«tfeey*itpimthe  tuhteet  of 

It  has  already  been  observed  that  the  action  of 

fcs>  ■ftil|iteldSM»ifc>av^pi  hesevno  oaesanu* 

in  its  comcae  with  blocd-vcaaehi  On  want 
then  dtf*md*4hearrestand  restoration  of  the  capillary 
eHMtoMar  a*  audi  m  ease  f 

jW#  wiaaiaiiMn  m>nb*onn  anptoatjer  boaiwiisjsjii 
that  a  nervous  structure  presides  over  die  capillary 
laiMoat;  aad  high  authorities  entertain  the  opinion 
tsMskss  structure  rtmiiatw  of  tbe  eavanse  grey ftatta, 
M&Jfter,iu  1834,  suagests  that  M  the  ganglionic  s*  wedl 
as'tbe  cerebrospinal  nerves,  are  compound  in  struc-> 
tara*"  aad*ntt>tlie  grey  fibres  *have  the*  function  of4 

*  I  suggested,"  says  be,  "  that  te*y  contain 
KlaHiw,  and  organic  fibres,  of  which  the  latter  kind 
ahm*  hsvwthe  tmnttJon  of  regulating  tbte  vegetative  pro- 

— rT-  — j  t. jp^i  ^1^^,,  ^  t|in  jaagiifc  j  nm 

the  cembro-apinal  nerves  are  likewise  composed  of 
meter,  mnsitrre,  and  organic  fibres,  of  which  thcae  of 
i  their  specific  deadantlonv^Enni  ran 


stakes 
of  enuvum»wmsa*c«<al0< 
satuunsVof  the  *»e>  anotj  its 
nerfoni  filament  is  ooinpetenttwezcisrhi  nesxnsjsmY 
or  other  saatj*  tan-Men  it  fcaJMajhsd,^****  astloa 
open  the  < 
toot  I 


Upon  due  consideration  of  all  these  facts;  of  the 
tifceajBUttntilliH  the  organic  fibres  are  cmitaraedm 
the  tsanc  awiwlema  with  the  sensitive,  trswottt4uststa- 
mosis;  that  they  are  blended  together  in  the  ganglia 
amliirthe  tpmhluord,  where  the  white  and  grey  matter 
mwjFufftv-umre>ftMsl  fejt&oooisSjraetnec}^  m  Knot  hqtsjPy 
pre*  ante  that  ttopftnaiplaoe  ioeideaee  «nd*ss>xtoa, 
adapted  with  such  success  to  the  explanation  of  nume- 
pbenomena,  is  competent  to  explain  the 
ismasmeas  itfnorttiuoa  eapfcuaiy  drones- 
tion  ?  The  t>cts»  too,  both  ajumwtical  WMJ  phjwh) 
gical»  connected  with  secretion,  which  may  be  con- 
sidered a  part  of  the  subject,  admit  of  aneasyexpki- 
Mate  on-thi*  ptmcipkii  mots  rejSMruahfe  for  the* 
extent  and  importance,  and  which  hitherto  have 
received  no  satisfactory  solution.    The  subject,  how- 

'•even  must  be  proceeded  with  in  detail. 

JaaU  reflex  aethms  of  she  nenmus  snuctkm,  the 
tendency  of  facta  is  to  demonstrate  that  grey  nervous 
matter  forma  the  centre  of  incidence  and  reflexion, 
whsjehtt  in- me  ganglia,  tpittal  cord,  or  brain.  TWs 
oertasnly appUea  to  the phenoaeaaof  PsnUsary cirea* 
latfcm,  at  well  as  of  secretion  in  which  those  pheno- 
mena are  developed  to  their  full  extent,  and  in  a  variety 
****«».:  ramsansttvenumento,  which  are  the  pti* 
nmry«xeitors  of  change  in  the  sapsUsry  omrent,  pro- 
peed  uninterruptedly  until  they  reach  the  ganglia  at 
thVpteterior  roots  of  the  spinal  nerves,  at  which  point 
norny  of  them  are  mingled  with  tt*<gray  matter.  Hat 

jn>e  spinal  ganglia  are  the  centres  of  reflexion  for  the 
scaeitsre  nerves  which  act  as  excitars  of  tbe  capillaries, 
wntbemade  to  appear  probable  when  the  laws  which 

•detsfmtne  mfoeltss  of  actions  am  developed  whsth 
they  presently,  will  be,  under  the  bead  of  seeretietL 
All  that  need  be  here  added,  is,  that  one  puncture  at 
tmttaWe  spot  is  capable  of  exetttag  three  kinds  of 
usmm>«MtJst  fltau,  an  tier  bftjavaammvy^  the  saaoisli<aat 
|*  spinal  cord,  eujSAOMnoterys  and  the  third  (pre- 
bfely),  on  the  ganglia  of  the  posterior  spinal  nerves(snp^ 
'4>tmm$fhm«Wt»mw^ 

^Utmnl^<  4t*-^evld^<>! 
ptsnvts  the  seat  of  various 
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NEWCAOTLE^JPON-TTOE  iNHHrnUir/ 

Practice  of  Sir  John  Fx  w  j  reported  by  Mr.  P,  A.  (frix, 
casb  or  TAPPtNOTsn  vnMnfLAJfxaoxTnni 
(Mentioned  in  a  former  Jteport) 

Dimensions  of  tbe  head  before  openttkm^Tstutsa 
-four  inches  in  circumference ;  seventeen,  inches  mm 
ear  to  ear  over  the  vertex;  twelve  inches  rscs star *)s 
occiput  and  forehead  from  the  tan.  Atte  jacta- 
tion :— Twenty-one  inches  in  ctreummstnos;  .tanks 
inches  from  ear  to  ear  over  the  vertex. . 

November  19th.— Sir  John  Fife  parjbmeaitttanm* 
hrane  in-  the  coronal  suture,  half  way  httveai  J*e 
longitudinal  sinus  and  the  temporal  bones;  thfcts-tm 
ounces  of  limpid  fluid  passed  rapidly  through  stunA 
trocar.  After  the  operation,  the  bones  < 
an  extraordinary  manner, and  the. head 
with  adhesive  straps. 

November  20th.— After  a  good  night,  an*  u> 
absence  of  any  alarming  symptom,  the  child  wisitmx 
suddenly  observed  to  breathe  with  dificulty;  top*!* 
became  rapid  and  countenance  Jivie*  and  at  eknt 
o'clock  it  expired* 

LITHOTOMY.   '  *f 

John  Murray,  aged  12,  had  symptoms  of  stoat  fa 
the  bladder  many  years,  but  the  stone  was  never 
detected  till  the  14th  of  November,  when  the  boy  w» 
put  under  the  care  of  Sir  John  Fife. 

On  the  19th  of  November,  Sir  John  Fife,  after  the  is* 
traduction  of  tbe  grooved  staff,  made  the  ataiisircahr 
incision  from  ischium  to  ischium,  convex  taswds  the 
scrotum,  and  concave  towards  the  anus,  mucinoses  tad  \ 
three-quarters  above  it.  He  then  passed  the  front  of  ' 
the  knife  into  the  staff,  and  gently  pressed  it  forward 
into  the  bladder;  the  forefinger  being  humdaess*, 
discovered  so  large  a  stone  that  the  moisiou  ia  the  seek 
of  the  bladder  was  enlarged  on  the  left  side,snd  after- 
wards on  the  right,  by  a  probe-pointed  bistoury,  uhta 
it  became  evident  that  the  stone  adhered  totheceetHcf 
the  bladder  by  an  extensive  surface,  and  much  difficulty 
and  delay  were  experienced  in  grasping  aad  extort- 
ing it. 

The  stone  weighed  ten  drachms,  and  is  shout  two 
Inches  long  and  one  inch  and  a  half  broad,  and  aesriy 
ike  tame  in  thickness.  After  the  opetats^  frtaea 
drops  of  sedative  solution  of  opium  were  siren.  Oa 
an  extensive  surface  of  the  stone,  and  where  it  vet 
rough  and  spiculated,  the  membranous  structure  foray 
mg  the  adhesions  waa  cuxmtly  dejsonf  trated, 

Ncsjasabar  2fltV-No    pefau   xasauV  0WP"'W 
urine  nearly  sunpreased,  small   quantities 
through  the  elastic-gum  tube  in  the 
i  lanaajiaaj  mum  its  tumwi     fielmsaj 
Mwmi  w^s^pMiis  >m  ser"Su^.**fl^i      t  *  *  4^ 
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SSrd.  Hv  tea  partly  seiisfrfe,  end  ,>asfce4  46r 
things;  was. much  better  alter  the  poultice;  hat  bad 
two  glasses  of  wine  since  yesterday;  wants  some  beer 
todr***,**  ft*  is  telmty;  is  sleepieg,  and  cea-seeroely 
he  got  to  aaswar  Questions.  Poise  above  160 ;  com- 
plains more,  and  rarely  speaks ;  gill  of  ale  for  drink.   , 

24th/  Much  better;  pulse  126,  and  distinct;  has 
naked  lor  some  things  during  the  night  j  has  not  been 
vomiting  since  yesterday,  when  he  brought  op  some 
dark  matter  like,  thin  extract  of  belladoaa;  he  baa 
eh  of  this  by  stent ;  has  made  a  pretty  Mr 

taa  j  isatm  half  eaameaose, 
The  same ;  baa  been  crying  oat  all  night,  and 
baa  had  no-rest. 

20th.    Dying;;  putae  scarcely  perceptible ;  has  had 
aaaiaaislmiagthanigfa^  bat  has  been  in  am 
>;<  urine  pretty  free;  no  distention  of 
at  eleven,  a.m.    No  examination  allowed. 

After  me  operation,  Sir  J.  F«  Fife  delivered  a  cH- 
•feet  lecture,  to  which  he  repeated  his  former  argo- 
enentninfaireen^luepecri 

performing  the  first  steps  of  lithotomy ;  but  he 
admitted  that  in  this,  the  third  trial,  as  in  each  of  the 
■farmu,  there  had  been  more  than  usual  dHfteulty'in 
4»raapteg  the  stone,  and  althoagh  in  the  first  of  she 
three  the  calculus  had  also  been  attached,  to  the  coats 
of  the  bladder,  it  appeared  that  the  incision  in  the 
prostate  did  not  afford  the  same  room  to  the  forceps 
as  when  made  more  downwards ;  the  common  lateral 
operation,  therefore,  as  performed  by  Listen,  might  be 
better  adapted  to  large  calculi 

LITHOTOMY. 

John  Henderson,  aged  5,  from  Shields,  brought  up 
to  Newcastte-oo-Tyne ;  suffering  from  retention  of 
aaaaoy  and  h>  great  agony;  catheter  passed;  sseneselt 

.November  17tb.  Sir  John  Fife- performed  lithotomy 
aa  in  the  preceding  case,  and  extracted  a  calculus 
stent  the  sees-  of  a  horse-bean $  an  elaatio-gnm  tube 
was  introduced  through  the  wound,  and  retained  in 
the  bladder.    A  small  opiate  given. 

During  the  operation  there  were  not  snare  thantbree 
olranhmc  of  blood  losfc 

19th.    No  symptoms  of  indisposition. 

22nd.    Convalescent. 

26th.    Urine passedby urethra ;  wound heakd. 


PROVINCIAL 

JWt&ieal  &  Surgical  journal* 

TUESDAY,  DECEMBER  24,  1844. 


In  the  torn  which  the  dsjcoarione  on  the  Medical 
BHHarve  recently  taken  there  is  much  matter  for 
aerious  reflection.  After  the  close  and  repeated  exa. 

tofi 


haM  MUBttUtt*  AflMAi£*A^^SuJ# 

would  seem  impossible'  that ;  anything  fcribjr, 

eavnj  however, >  aiawn  ohjeota  aa*thw*  aio  | 
to  l^m,  after  his  own i  (asbion,  and  frfe  coTmoiwsnaai 
of  them  partaken  at  least  *a  njncbj>f  thnpneajenr 
fcs*  effcie  own  iniod  as  of  the  qualities  oTehe 
objects,  themselyes.  To  apply  0u>  remark  (q  the 
*hp*k&mm**bm**fa  fenfcsioethesnlm- 
uer  *n  Which  the  BUI  has  been  regarded  by  fa 
jnji^jto  ^.ye„  wre#ee4  their  jfwifoiis  upoiut, 
and  without  loc%an§>^4c<><  oamoaaiy  salo  .uhenwaof 
indftlduab,  wo  shUl,  perhaps,  best  attain  our  object 
^#^ing  &e  iw?ejajonji»^ 
he  bodies  nwlpwltooharact^  ■     ■       •       * 

Oor  friends  in  the  fcr  north  and  across  the  ohsaw 
a^ajfran^ttoe^who  would  aaesn  dmpoaeoUo 
view  eh»in*ej»re  ajmect  entirely  osnJeev  sVme. 
They  have  seen  sundry  manifest  advances  in  it 
wfit&Fw  ntjrr.'^yiff  jw**^^^  w^pipwo»w^^%  i^wwaNj  susne 
trmebut  a  dim  perception  of  its  ahort4*nnn4s, 
preference  to  evils,  of  the  working  of  which  tony 
W*  Btfe  >pewonai  eayeoenee  »  nsri  aecaujhnjly 
having  their  mental  optica,  we  will  not  say  clouded, 
but  tinged  by  the  |>ar.(y-coloured  spectacle*  through 
nJuefa  ismp;  dto  regard  th»  mniiaii,  an*  the 
circumstances  which  it  is  required!  to  meet,  are, 
while  efficiently  alive  to,  its  merits,  in  n  happy 
state  of  oneenaoiposoees  an  tote  nminttrumve, 

Onr  metropolitan  brethren,  on 'the  other  hand, 
have  long  been  iabo^ringmjtheiriaiwBjd,wny#in 
ttftesee*  of  their  panisanhamn  eaUtfag,  w*b  'the 
aVag-chalh  of  sundry  exclusive  and  corporate  afcd 
lonal  privileges  about  their  wheels,  and  opemasjud 
wnh  tlanoin  vsane^degteen^ 
wearied  with  the  restraint,  or  by  long  usage  have 
bncpnui  inecnajbln,Qf  their,  jeroieuee,  on  the.  one 
bend  bewail  the  removal  -of  certain  of  thane  fjafri- 
feges,  or  are  disposed  to  struggle  for  or  against  jthe 
anqniairjnmxrf  other*    ,        

In  she  provincial  districts  again,  and  espfedsfiy 
in  those  remote  from  the  fnetropojis,  there  is  Katie 

privileges,  but  an  acute  sense  of  want  of  pro- 
tection, and  of  the  pressure  of  an  rntfraptn 
AsnissssJ  tyranny,,  which  has  -aniiacod  «ht>4sm* 
stable  hurden  of  n  wounded  spirit  on  every 
ntedkal  .practitioner  wbo  has 


**l4t  #AW*(*WANU 


then* 
,  ate  yet  esgais- 
art'orteenfes.  iWkirtitirtfcmof ttwfcwkiod 
authority,  from  whieh  sssbe  alleviation  of  thfo 
es^  may  be  es?eotad,k  bailed  <with  the 
>  and  its 


mn&  grafted*.  ItYrr,  therefor  or  (ho  ohiof  ohjtiufcrai 

-  wrfOd  against  *eta—  e  are  dfraoted,ra^  against 
aha  reuse**)  of  the  little  protection  which  had 
beiajofore  cshted,  and  secondly,  to  nSe  constitution 

*  ot  aha  ptepaaed  Board  of  Constant, as  being  inch 
aa  hot  ttajurfcofly  to  rdpfeeenfe  the  veiious  classes 
of  the  proiMakn. 

Tha  bearing  of  the  measure  on  the  whole  ^ro- 
fossion  as  a  body,  and  on  different  classes  of  it 
ia£v*inafy,  we  purpose  bereafa  to  eonaider,  bat 
in  the  inesntfsme,  looking  to  the  Corporations,  it 
would  ha  strange,  aJeoted  aa  aw  their  interests, 

'wcrethejr  net  to  be  sound  taking  an  active  part  in 
too  distasawon  of  its  claims.  Tha  Apothecaries* 
Company,  whose  very  existence  is  at  stake*  of 
course  lepodiate  the  BiU  altogether.  The  Council 
of  she  GoUege  of  Surgeons  having  obtained  their 
charter,  anch  as  it  is,  and  commenced  the  working 
of  it,  snnosding  to  their  own  peenb*  ssduou,  will, 
we  shrewdry*  suspect,  he  {bond  tolerably  well 
satisfied  with  things  as  they  are,  and  it  would 
ha  no  surprise  to. us,  were  they- even  to  be  fiftnd 
ginoppaaaiuutotha  BiU  Who  toourse  the 
dehharatlfe  wisdom  of  theCoDegeof 
Physicians  may  determine  npon  does  not  -  yet 
apnea/;  they  are  probably  seJscteetry  informed 
that  whatever  may  become  of  the  Bill,  their 
ajnendeAand  extended  charter  will  be  granted. 

However  this  way  be,  we  feel  assured  that  the 
passing  of  a  bill  for  tile  regulation  of  the  entire 
Medical  Profession,  has  now  become  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  the  general  practitioner,  and  conse- 

.  quently  to  a  very  large  majority  of  the  mecftcal 
community.  Let  us  not  be  misunderstood.  We 
do  not  believe  that  the  passing  of  Sir  James 
Graham's  Bill,  in  Us  present  form,  would  be  a 
benefit  to  to  {rotas***  at  iasga;  on  the  contrary, 
we  believe  that  it  would  be  a  serious  calamity  both 

.  to  the  profession  and  the  community  were  its  several 
l>rovissstis,as^ 

of  the  law  of  the  land.    The  amendments  and  alte- 

et  die  various 


wtunfessrto  1 
aadthepaMcfromo^acsgery*tol 
the  Gasmen  iif  Haasda,  and 
general  practitioner,  must  be  adopted  to  i 
efcgibktvthepmpesesr* 
intended.  Without  inih  ■nimrtsanmits* 
nrt  Im  c<rjerwise  than  ssjerkm  But  if  the  altera- 
tions oaQed  for  are  Psnoeded,  and  tin*  da*  sfntna  of 
the  general  preenfrioner  secured;  either  hi  banosu- 
able  connection  with  the  Colleges  of  Pfaysi. 
oian*andSursprms,erne^ 
a  separata  Charter  of  Incorporation,  I 
practitioners,  especially,  should  1 
away  the  only  ohi 
to  come  of  obtaining  a  rofogidsedl 
competent  to  undacatand,  and  with  power  uv sadiess 
their  many  grievances,  which,  ahhoagh  thuj  sua j  be 
lost  sight  of  in  the  present  turmoil,  daQv  expe- 
only  i 


Having  thrown  out  these  general 
we  have  a  reflection  or  two  to  make  on  the  value  of 
a  vote  of  thanks.  Here  also  the  apparent  nature 
of  the  object  partakes  of  the  tone  of  mind  of  the 
individual  who  regards  it.  Some  friends  of  ours, 
for  whom  we  have  a  great  esteem,  consider  a  vote 
of  thanks  to  imply,  not  merely  the  expression  of 
gratitude  for  an  act  of  good-will  performed  or 
intended,  but  a  general  approval  also  of  the  whole 
conduct. of  the  individual!  in  reference  to  that  par- 
ticular act,  to  whom  it  is  given.  This,howevur,  is 
not  the  sense  in  which  the  thanks  very  generally 
expressed  to  the  Home  Secretary  and  the  Membera 
of  her  Majesty's  Government,  At  the  meetings  held 
to  discuss  the  bill,  are  to  be  taken.  They  are  simply, 
and  nothing  more  than,  an  acknowledgment  by  the 
membera  present  of  the  tumble  and  attention 
bestowed  in  the  consideration  of  the  subject,  in  the 
drawing-up  of  the  necessary  provisions,  the  bring, 
ing  them  together  in  a  fitting  form,  the  introduc- 
tion of  them  with  authority  into  toe  .egislature,  and 
the  affording  of  sufficient  time  for  their  discussion 
by  the  profession.  It  is  a  courteous  return  for 
courtesy  rendered,  and  implies  neither  an  approval 
of  the  bU^as  a  whole,  nor  of  any  of  its  parts,  and 
would  be  equally  due  were  the  protaashnj  afc  once  to- 
reject  the  measure. 

A  iHSJiasapLtwy,noibyiinj  ssoans  aiasafrriihril 

Vssysji 
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improvement  *feUof 


n»tS» 

jraonltiwthwflvao 
Ki»)K  aenpect  a*  ejs  to  taw  Bil  as  it 

this  is  never/ one  of  <h» 

of  the  editorial  stiletto*     IV 

rof  theZtMt 

•itite'iot  thwttks>itt  which  ho  may  peitjiai}>aie  with  his 

have  reference  onty  to  Iris 

*  *  approval  ef  the  imWMW  in  which  he  npbelds  it,  dor 
r  uf  thfi  nanal  nharsrfsjr  i  if  hii  liimibistimu 

-«•  ^Owiftct  of  4fce  superior  edoaatkm  tf  ike 
J  members  of  the  medical  profession,  seemed 
to  thee*  msder  the  previsions  of  the  Anothe* 
canes'  Act;  and  constituting  not  the  least  ebon 
wtiich  the  Society  of  Apothecaries  has  on  qnr 
gratitude,  is  a  high  degree  of 
'  to  moral  tone  and  gentlemanly  feeling.  The1 
rancour  and  abuse  with  which  the  pages  of  onr 
contemporary  are  disgraced  find  no  sympathy  wfh 
any  right-minded  man,  and  are  both  distasteful  to 
the  members  of  a  liberal  and  enlightened  pee* 
tenon,  'and  injurious  to    the  interests  of   sty 

•  cause  with  which  he  takes  upon  himself  fp 
intermeddle.  We  need  only  request  our  reader* 
to  reclaim  from  the  dust  In  which  they  lie 
buried  some  of  the  former  volumes  of  (he  LatyfU, 
and  to  glance  over  the  columns  of  wretched  van* 

'  Wage,  relating  to  the  *  old  hags  of  Rhubarb  Hal," 
.as  the  highly  respected  gentlemen  who  are  npw 
\  the  objects  for  the  time  being  of  his  encomiums, 
-  were  commonly  termed  by  him,  and  they  wilt  have 
'  little  difficulty  in  perceiving  how  much  the  Society 

of  Apothecaries  have  to  thank  the  bon.  Editor  Jar 
'  his  good  word. 
1       We  have  no  wish  to  prolong  this  uhplpea. 

ing  theme,  nor  should  we  have  entered  ujen 
'  it  at  all,  had  not  the  incendiary  attempts,  to 

foment  discord  among  the  members  of  our  pro* 

•  fcsmon*  at  a  time  when  the  object  of  every  will 

*  wisher  to-  the  cause  of  reform  should  be  as  faf  as 
'  practicable  to  promote  union  of  effort*  been  w#ek 
!•  'after  wftefcteewaftnoY  Isp  tattafiaaaw  of  the  esmV 

jajat  for  the  presmrt,we  wHJ  venter*  to  bestow: 


TMfc«ismmittm»ia>tia>f 

to*  M  g  ,  L  9  » 
of  some  detiaqneneses  of 
AsJsjnlar  nature  to  those  we  oompkin  o£  .  The 
ajiiseieln  tterJf  goods  abate  Me  mw*e*o\may 
darift  mere  htmtfit  torn  following  rt  than  te 
boo.  Editor  ] 
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Nevairaam  28,  Jtet,  • 
•    *Twt  PaasiDXvr  iv  m  Cbaul 


~ave  '  jwesWeiw  *  ezofHtsB  a  piece  vf 
«snsw%  which  buittvlto  "befog  chaffs*  HMfpieee 
weighed  twenty-***  drachms,  and  was  three  locoes  in 
leajftV  wad  bad  been  driven  through  the  head  of  the 
•  b^aajstlftVa^^waai^wf^frwttaeopac^ 
afce  side  "by  4ee*|lasv  ttooegh  me  Oft,  which  was 
raised  but  not  pierced  by  it.  The  tibia  was  fractured 
fontstudiUally,  but  Hot  across,***  the  reticular  strnc* 
taeewa*  ahisjissnirunna»aiiM»:  \  Tfee  ftgittand  and 
wrist  were  an  shatteaad  as  tp  ieonwe  amputation. 
There  ia  now  a  small  ulcer  only  at  the  point  of 


'  *Dwe«roT4fe*'*i/jLifee*.   i 

A  specimen  of  fungua  of  the  bladder  was  exhibHed  by 
Dr,  Farefl.  The  patient  front .  whom  it  waa»ohlaiaed 
was  by  trade  a  house-painter,  and  67  years  of  age.  For 
a  period  of  three  years  he  had  been  subject  to  attacks 
of  hmsj)aturia>  which  continued  for  an  uncertain*  time, 
but  generally  passed  of  in  a  few  a>jv  and  in  the 
intervals  he  enjoyed  his  usual  state  of  health.  His 
habits  were  extremely  regular  and  moderate.  At  the 
time  when  he  became  a  patient  of  Dr.  rwfeB»  he  had 
been  passing  oonqderable  quantities  of  blood  jn  his 
urine  for  six  weeks.  The  countenance  was  "blanched, 
pulse  feeble  and  jerking;  bowels  confined,  and  appetite 
bad ;  there  was  great  .prostration  of  strength,  and  he 
complaiaed  of  pain  about  the,  neck  of  the  bladder  when* 
ever  he  folded  urine.  Pressure  over  the  hypogastric 
region  also  occasioned  considerable  pain ;  there  was 
no  pain  in  the  region  of  the  kid  says  ;  no  pain  or 
retraction  of  the  testicle ;  no  uneasiness  or  numbness 
in  the  thfgh ;  and  no  sickness.  On  a  post-mortem 
eanetfnation,  the  structure  of  the  kidneys  was  found 
quite  healthy,  but  the  pelvis  of  each  greatly  distended. 
Both  ureters  were  sufficiently  dilated  to  admit  a  mode- 
rate sized  finger;  the  bladder  was  distended  with 
■seal  coagulated  hJosnVmniovmgwMch  alerpfaianaa 
growth,  was  found  occupying  the  greater  part  of  the 
lining  membrane  of  the  posterior  surface.  1W 
}  entrance  of  the  ureters  was  in  the  midst  of  fee 
b/VjGC  7lC  J 
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9VVQV  H JIMJLTODIS  O*  tWU  T*Y*dr»  wtAXft. 

The  sribject  from  'whom  this  specimen  wai  obtained* 
widen  was  also  ftowtftylfc  Ave!),  waft  a  stout  man, 
&  years  of  lure.'  F«  HadalwaylraAer  a/hfl  «eck,bm 
auffered  no  inconvenience  from  It  till  a  few  week* 
Before  liis  death.  The  enlargement  was  very  rapid, 
emd  the  prettWe  h'^on  the  larynx  so  great  as  to  orinjg 
«a  asphyxia.  An  attempt  was  made  to  aioYd  him 
relief  by  dividing  the  cctvicetfssrjr*  widen  by  aDnwiiig 
fbe  tumour  to  cenm  forward,  would  eorieepondittgfy 


i ally  submitted  to  the  operation,  which  was . 
by  Mr.  Thomas,  and  expressed  himself,  greatly  relieved 
by  it;  but  he  died  in  about  twenty  hours  afterwards, 
and  in  leaf  than  a  week  after  he  first  applied  for  medical 


GABS  OF  XMFYUCA :   PARACUITBStS  TBOBAOIS. 

Dr.  Branson  read  the  details  of  a  case  of  empyema, 
in  which  the  operation  of  tapping  had  been  twice  per- 
formed.  After  jdludjnf  to  the.cnmpantivjt  rarity  of 
the  disease  in  practice,  he  referred  to  she  antiquityof 


tjeed  from  the. time  of  Hippocrates,,  and  also  gave  an 
account  of  the  owuod  adopted  by  Ambme  1^  He 
*^  mentioned,  the  oaeea  described  by  later  authors, 
snrticwfcujy  Dr.  Pogfces  and  M*  Goek*  (Guy's.  Hoe- 
fata  «eoofts,ip»  Aprijand  October.  Ukee.)  and  stated 
that  the  cxtreaffdieary suoseej  in  the  rasnltti  might 

AjP^sppp^p^p  "^ ***lPy^e^e7le*l^Pw*l  [ weF    w^?W^  s^snjB^ss^nsja^  |*>SBBfs^  o^el ,  ^pjaw  ■sjnn^pBjoa 

accurst*  diajuosjs  oftto.cfnaed  fluid,  by  umans  of 
psrasjssion  and.  aaepultorteso,  and  rajwcnoretry  the 
•ecdier  application  «f  the  remedy*  2nd, ,  to  An  im> 
%*fi  (the  inatrnaaenMAfesyjed. 


.  Thwcebjeet  of  teaman*  ease  eMndfcOoateyowB* 
•tnen*  age*  10,  of  *  serorbjeu*  diathesis,  of  studious 
4aad  sedentary  habits.  On  the  9th  of  May  last  be  was 
attacked  wjfth  feverish  syBsptosM,  and  on  the  Uth, 
complained  of  an  acute  darting  pain  in  the  left.  side. 
Be  was  bled  twice*  bnt  On  the  13th,  having  expressed 
Ipmself  dissatisfied,  the  visits  of  his  medical  attendant 
were  discontinned.  Daring  the  next  seven  days,  the 
Only  treatment  was  the  application  of  a  blister  to  the 
chest,  by  the  advice  of  a  nonprofessional  friend. 
When  seen  by  Dr.  Branson  on,  the  21st,  he  appeared 
Kke  a  person  tar  advanced  in  phthisis ;  much  ema- 
ciated; cheeks  sunken,  and  showing  a  hectic  flush; 
eyes  bright;  great  expansion  of  the  nostrils;  waewer 
teJueei ;  respiration  laboured,  30  in  a  minute ;  pulse 
110,  compressible.  The  ribs  of  the  right  side  expanded 
freely  and  fully,  while  the  left  side  of  the  chest  was 
perfectly  at  rest,  and  he  could  only:  he  on  the  motion- 
less side.  Dulneas  on  percussion  over  the  whole  Of 
the  left  lung;  respiration  scarcely  audible,  except  at 
the  apex,  where  a  slight  bronchial  breathing  could  be 
detected ;  on  the  right  side  complete  resonance  and 
puerile  breathing;  no  difference  in  the,  measurement 
of  the  two  sides;  cough  very  troublesome;  expecto- 
ration in  twenty-four  hours,  amounted  to  only  a  few 
aaonthfula  of  frothy  mucus.  , 

On  the  28th,  the  pulse  bad  risen  to  120;  the  diffi- 
culty of  breathing  was  aggravated,  and  any  attempt  to 
Ha  on  the  sound  side,  (the  right,) ,  produced  most  die- 
treating  fits  of  coughing.  The  left  aide  appeared  u> 
the  eye  larger  than  the  right*  and  em  measurement  en 
Inch,  below  the  nipple,  was  found  three^uertersof  Jk 


inehmdftf,  and' fee  intercostal  < 

terhttd.  '  AjJex  orTthe  heart '  ptusstou  jut* to  me  r^t 


Hdln.eMttan.he.was1 
with  bed-sores,  but  these  were  relieved  *by  thetifrmi 
of  silver.  v: 

June  9.  v0Ae  te*  elfle  we*tnc%<eWta!tt*mtt>sa 
eightnlaeyertban  the  rfcht.  The  ane*ef  melt* 
was  felt  beating  an  inch  belew,  and  ta  the  outinaetl 
the  right  nipple.  Bi^thtrtg  fr«%ff^  etebtfraw*!; 
and  the  coughing  wJedOcedm  fcsardi  sMseattoetsm 
right  aide  heavm?  violently,  the  4dft  quiescent;  aOt 
the  slightest  respiratory  mururar  on  the  left  tale; 
great  'pain  below  the  Iter*  scapula;  eotmtcnantX'er^ 
cremery  etswesseou 

AH  hope  of  promoting-  absorption  was  at  aa  m$ 
and  as  death  seemed  to  be  imminent,  Dr.  Brtasm 
recommended  paracentesis  thoracis,  and  requested  Ar. 
Henry  Jackson  to  perform  it  The  existence  iT pst 
having  been  first  proved  by  a  grooved  expiring  asaik; 
an  incision  was  made  through  the  skin,  snd  a  terfmt 
trocar  introduced  between  the  seventh  aneftdfthm  Ml 
below  the  angle  of  the  scapula,  and  hmadafxety 
occurred  which  was  not  anticipated.  The  rfbt,  coa- 
Wary  to  the  usually  received  opinion  of  their  Wai 
separated  by  the  fluid,  were  so  closely  pressed  Meetae? 
as  to  cause  considerable  impediment  to  the  eatriftdi 
of  the  trocar.  This  is  fully  in  accordance  with  lie 
account  given  by  Mr.Cock,  in' Guy's  Hospital  Reptti 
On  withdrawing  the  trocar,  a  stream  <*f  pus,  it  w* 
steady,  though  somewhat  increased  in  fulness  on 'asm 
inspiration,  issued  through  the  canula.  When  stoat 
a  quart  had- issued,  the  stream  became  lest  stftWyV«si 
spite  of  every  cere,  the  'entrance'of  air  coutt  enves 
prevented.  As  the  patient  became  mint,  snd  the  peUe 
began  to  fail,  the  canula  was  withdrawn,  and  the 
wound  closed.  The  quantity  evacuated  was  one  quirt 
and  six  ounces*  The  patient  did  not  seem  luiieejeftf 
relieved,  bnt  thought  he  could  breathe  more  fredf, 
and  could  lie  on  the  right  side  with  lei 
He  was  too  much  exhausted  to  admit  »of  any  t 
examination  of  the  chest,  but  the  eoood  i 
of  the  left  lung  anteriorly  was  changed,  a{ 
Resonance  being  found  in  place  of  the  preriem  due 
sound.  Position  of  the  heart  nucha 
after  the  oooratien,  the  breathing  weal 
the  cough  .lorn  frequent ;  pulse  120,  wiry. 

June  4th,  the  day  after  the  operation,— Pane  WO ; 
apex  of  heart  to  be  frit  an  Inch  below,  arid  ifltefftaMo 
the  right  nipple^ujd  towards  evening  bronchial  bitatfc- 
ing,  weak  and  distent,  was  heard  under  the  left  clsrids. 

Prom  the4th  to  the  11th  the  patient  had  restless  nsjftti, 
with  -morning  rennsBions  and  evening  exaceibstiom; 
weaknem  extreme ;  bnt  the  urgency  Of  the  syBrpnans 
was  not  so  great,  and  it  was  evident  that  life  bad  bent 
prolonged  by  the  operation.  The  apex  of  the  ben* 
wee  an  inch*  te>the  sternal  aide  of  the  rfe^intf* 
and  on  the  6th  he  could  lie  more  comfortably  on  tht 
right  side.  Dyspnoea  less  frightful,  end  the  peroxyent 
of  coughing  less  prolbugefl.  •  In  the  recnmberit  pattern 
the  whete  of' the  left  wag  euteriorVf  wa*iw*esut,fiet 
when  raised, the  tine  of  ^Qlmem  reacted  neaiiytstae 
left  nipple.  On  the  10th,  the  left  side  measured  fin* 
teen  Inches,  the  right  thirteen,  'Expectonttoft  ntimy, 
tough, sisdsewjetsmes  r>ctly;  aWJm  f>em«awtrlfirf 
from  SO  toa4m  a  minute,  Ihemnni^i 
gitized  by  VjijKl/*       "  ■ 


,«MffttM»M  <tf MR  JUOOi  WAHAMtt  BOA. 


Ofr 


i»Vr 


Host  was  ibundi  ■trrrnc  diaehruumatiu  actio*  onei&ud. 

f^^^Fj^^^<F'F^^^it»W  "B"l     "^^^^"  ^^»^^^"»  .^j»^^  ^*PM^ 


Qn  the  12th  an  mnubasumnntam  ewaUinr  vma-fennd 
about  the  aiaa  of  the  *hand  .round  the  uunatncui  Ob 
nmk^fPtfJ*  pimnure, this  was  heard If  tJuMletbo-' 
MX^IoeuUr^e|4B.imacan^«thA|^^  Bcfacj 
tl»  air  W  been  proceed  b«ik,r^^  aiidiHe; 

Over  the.  upper  pert  of  the  left  lung,  but  aftenrarde 
th*nnislosV--an  answer  to  those  who  contend  that 
tbeejOranccof  air  during  the  operatic*  m  harmless! 
lor  how  can  it  be  hermless  to  supply  the  place  of  on* 
fluid  }rjr  another.  On  coughipg,  the  metallic  found 
was  more  prolonged  than  usually  described* 

Qu^the  14th,  the  emphyictneteu*  swelling  bed  re* 
eppesxedV  the.  mctaliie  sound  vw  sgain  heard,  and  the 
v©**  tfirough  (he  stethoscope  sounded  as  if  it  passed 
{h|cjuj|i  a.braxeu  tube.  The  only  chance  for  the 
petit*,*  appeared  to  he  by  the  eveceet*oa  of  the  re* 
nmjnine;  fiuul,  not  with  any  prospect  of  ultimate  success, 
buJUo  aJford  temporary  relief,  and  a  trocar  was  again 
tnfjnstaeed,  and  jaeariy  a  quart  of  thick  put  wae 
evacuated,  This  time  a  amall  trocar  was  introduced* 
aiyUjy  the  aid  of  an  elastic  bottle*  whose  noaulo  fitted 
info  the.  caaula,  the  admisaioa  of  air  was  in  a  great 
Tneaanre  prevented,  (This  apparatus  baa  siace  bean 
imncueed  by  the  addition  of  a  settnd  stop-cock,  whteb 
appear*  likely  to  answer  very  aaJasuctorily.)  Toe 
evacuation  of  the  fluid  was  equable  and  alow  j  aear- 
I  much  to  be  desired*  The  petumftcxpressed 
I  much  relieved;  but  nattre  was  too  much  ex* 
haneted,  and  toward*  evening  be  became  restless,  ami 
died  about  three  o'clock  on  the  following  morning. 

(Oka  inspection,  twenty  sight  hours  after  death,  no 
ffiJmuuH  ta  smuuiujesmmtof  the  two  aides  was  found, 
csom.haaf  -being  teirteeu  nuance,  11m  intercostal  speeea 
ou-tho  left  side  were  lem  peonuneet  than  during  lite. 
Nsjsmya  quart  of  pus,  thick  and  creamy,  was  found  in 
tmvdetV  pkural  cavity.  The  left  lung  waa  much  coax 
fleeced,  and  .closely  pressed  against  the  mediastinum. 
The  lsmpmura  was  thickened  and  coated  with  a  layer 
owwsJucufcstj  flocctdout lymph.  The pMutacoveringthe 
loamolobe  waeeoiuw  eted  with  me  pleura  costalie  by  a 
firm  broad  baud  of  lymph.  The  trocar  had  passed 
between  the  eighth  and  ninth  ribald  not,  as  Intended, 
basweauthe  seventh  and  eighth,  and  only  just  above 
the  diaphragm.  The  heart  waa  small,  and  puehed  com- 
pletely to  the  right  of  the  sternum.  A  small  quantity 
o^eecnm  was  found  in  the  pericardium.  Heart  pale, 
ami  a  small  patch  of  lymph  was  found  on  it.  Right 
lung  healthy,  aa  also  the  abdominal  viscera* 

.Cue  important  fact  may  be  deduced  from  this  ease  t 
that  the  success  of  the  operation  depends  on  its  curly 
paefbraaejsee,  ami  that  aa  soon  as  ever  the  physical 
sines  lead  to  the  suspicion  of  the  presence  of  pus,  the 

dosmtlcss  the  operation  waa  loo  long  delayed  to  eaanre 
ulmunUesuffDses,  bulk  west  to  peeve  that  ha  cases 
where  it  hi  of  consequence  to  pssioug  life,  evesi  a  sheet 
tiaao,  it  may  properly  bo  attempted,  Another  point  of 
nssnajesi  interest,  is  the  beet 

nmts>  sibaiowot  one  to  be  saleeted  ea  there  is 

risk  ef  us aii  mug  the  diaphragm,  which  is 

by  owe  eases  related  by  Mr.  Cook.    When  the  patient 


is  oof  Uke  this  one,  much,,  exhausted  it  may  he 
possible  to  move  him  so,  as  to  evacuate  the  lower  part 
of  the  pleural  cavity;  but  iu  cases  of  great  equation* 
it  is  desirable  that  some  flexible  <ujbe  should  be  used* 
and  *  questiau  arises  whethes  a  curved  caaula,  with  0 
chain  trocar^  could  not  be  made  to  answer  the  purpose. 
sees  vmra  related  by  m  maters  of  thw 
1  Mr.  Jackson  exhibited  tlm  mstntmeote 
which  wore  una*,  nod  also  the  ap pamiaa  mrentcd  by 
Mbtmeer. 


OJBSERVATJQN?  QN  THE  CLAUSES  AND  PRO- 
VISIONSOFSIR  JAMES  GRAHAM'S  MEQICAI* 
BILL. 

By  Ch  axles  T.  Caxtxx,  Esq.,  Hadley. 

(CbeoMsd  firm*  jmyc  3950 

The  regmte*  provide*  by  clause  18,  and  the  pcece 

chmee  31y  valuable  «a  they  would  be  in*  cefinecmnu 

with  other  partaof  a  Medical  Bffl,  weuud  yet  asmru  bug 

a  very  inadequate  meauB  of  protecting  th 


gorf.  The  abe*nee>*f  such  protection  forms  u  die» 
tme*^stdos>  and,in/my  «ophe1on,*«»sree»ty  s>>evmh> 
eee>  feature  iu  tbia  BIM;  Lot  tm),.how«ver,  in  jusmsu, 
sukmiwlftiga  thewgw  Jatuue  Qi  imsjm  shevmhiaopmiouu> 
oa»tbe  euhfeet  ef  protectieu  with  many  mCurbere  of 
tlmAusuemujouv  whose  imiimnim,  twrwss  theu  their 
cluwe^mir%iumesniu\s«to*ulwiis^  Let  it 

aJsoboromesalbtiuo^tiu^iftalmv^ 
of  Physiciana  and  Jurgssme,  bad  (I  beliovo)  the  UmV. 
versJty  of  fidmbunub,  the  lUfuraiay  of  Glasgow,**! 
the  Irish  Cottage  of  Sucgeocs,  put  Imtb  atalemenU 
conowiiig  the  same  viewa.     Weoainmt,thsautmw^uur 
very  much  surprised  that  the  Ris^tHououaable  fiecea- 
tary  jhnnld  bane.  adc$^^u1^m  ;  and,  auder  the  cir* 
cumataaces,  they  who  think,  diffsseudy  ought  not  to 
stigmatise  him  aa  an  enemy  of  the  poefessioa,  andae 
wishing  to  degrade  it-^su  some  have  hastily  ejrenad. 
With  all  em^Jenoa,  however,  to  Sir  JesueaGeabam,  ami 
those  who  coiucsde  with  him  on  this  point,  I  must  beg  to 
expresa  my  Ann  assurauca,  that  to  remove  the  restric- 
tioue  already  existing,  {impuvfeet  though  they  be,}  - 
without  substituting  others  quite  -aa  stringent,  ewut 
mure  so,  would  be  to  inflict  ao  unspeakable  amount  of 
injury  ou  the  public,  and  u  flagrant  injustice  on  the 
quaJimui  members  of  the  .psirfsssictu    1 1 » impossiblo 
to  exaggerate  the  impoftauceof  this  subject.    Indie- 
cuatiiigiW  three  uuestsonaveryu^ 
selves— 
1.  Is  it  the  duty  of  the)  State  to  p retec*  tbc  pebmr 


%  U  it  wise  or  euyedisstt  in  the  State  to 
sossmwusteproHding  a  body  of  seen  to  take  < 
of  the  public  health? 

3.  Should  the  State  eacourue^umuof  liberal e^^ 
tion  and  acquirements  to  beeosae  members  of  thai  • 
hotV? 

If  thmt  queetimuj  bo  ansajsaedisi  tbeanVmatjve,  the 
pruner  conduct  of  the  -State  in  remeeaee  to  asedicat 

be  denied*    These)  use  tbossw-' 
ao.aUeuu.mi  thi  of  law  ulouk  ' 
mat  it  is  difficult  to  define  what  ia  meant  by  medical 
practice    that  the  restrictions  which  have  been  made 


41* 


provisions  .tip  m  jam^s  ok^^ir^ML  _ 


in  times  pest  lave  not  succeeded  in  abolishing  irregular" 
practice— *Mft  quackery  lies  existed  in  every  age,  and 
will  eoutfane  to  exist,  fa  spite  of  legislation;  and 
vMIft  tie  ait  oT  medicine  is  imperfect,  the  State  has 
ma  right  to  say  to  a  desponding  invalid,  "  You  shall 
not  consult  Mr.  A.  or  Mr.  B.,  because  he  has  no  license 
to  practise*— and  that,  as  you  cannot  tupprm  un- 
autnotisod  practise,  yon  should  leave  it  alone; 

Tfcat  quackery  is,  In  this  country  above  all  others, 
an  evil  of  enormous  magnitude,  few  will  dispute,  the 
public  are  but  very  imperfectly  informed  as  to  the 
amount  of  injury  it  inflicts;  for  while  it*  pretended 
cures  are  continually  trumpeted  forth,  it  is  only  now 
and  then  that  some  glaring  instance  of  malpractice 
makes  us  acqainted  with  its  failures  and  atrocities.  The 
victim  of  quackery  is  unwilling  to  incur  the  ridicule 
that  would  follow  the  confession  of  his  gullibility,  in 
placing  himself  under  empirical  treatment.  If,  then, 
quackery  be  an  acknowledged  evil,  it  is  one  that  well 
daearrei  the  attention  of  Government  and  the  Legis- 
lature. To  abolish  it  entirety  by  Act  of  Parliament  at 
Impossible.  As  long  as  ignorance  and  credulity  shall 
exist,  so  long  will  quackery  continue,  and  in  shapes 
that  would  probably  evade  any— the  most  stringent- 
law  that  might  be  made  against  it  But  it  can  be 
mnHnnted  and  controlled.  Some  check  can  surely  be 
placed  upon  it ;  and  what  can  be  done,  ought  to  be 
done,  to  counteract  the  frightful  consequences  *CT  a' 
system  replete  with  fraud  and  with  danger  to  the  pub- 
lic welfare.  The  Htde  that  has  in  this  way  been 
ejected  hitherto,  forms  no  argument  against  further 
efforts,  any  more  than  the  impossibility  of  anmhlUding 
quackery  affords  a  reason  for  legalizing  it 

A  distinction  may,  I  think,  without  impropriety,  be 
made  between  the  open,  avowed,  advertising  quack, 
ami  the  irreyulsr  medical  practitioner  t  by  which  term 
I  would  designate  the  man  who  acts  under  false 
colours— whq,  having  no  legal  qualification,  would  yet 
hive  the  public  believe  that  he  is  qualified— that  all  is 
rig^t  in  his  case.  His  pride  prevents  him  classing 
himself  with  the  quack,  but  it  does  not  prevent  his 
•endeavour  to  assume  another  character,  to  which  he 
has  no  title.  The  quack  is  the  more  honest  man  of 
the  two.  He  makes  no  pretensions  to  regularity  i  he 
has  a  system  of  his  own.  His  professions  are  so  extra- 
vagantly absurd,  that  there  is  no  mistaking  him.  The 
spurious  practitioner  is  the  more  dangerous  man  of  the 
two.  He  is,  moreover,  the  greatest  enemy  the  qualified 
practitioner  has  to  contend  with.  The  misdeeds  of  the 
<juack  are  not  imputed  to  the  regular  profession.  The 
case  is  different  with  the  ouari  licentiate.  The  public 
will  not  take  the  trouble  to  distinguish  between  him 
and  the  qualified  member  of  the  profession*  This  is 
the  class  of  persons  whom  the  Apothecaries'  Act  has 
kept  in  check.  Their  definition  is  not  difficult;  and 
nay  beach  of  magistrates  would  be  able  to  detect  their 
usurpation  and  imposture.  It  may  be  said,  that  legis- 
lation use  not  prevented  the  existence  of  an  immense 
number  of  such  practitioners.  This  is  true,  and  the 
mmoaiaobWoeet  the  esmenafrc  aaSareof  Its  prosecn- 
tion  has  prevented  the  Apothecaries9  Company  from 
using  the  power  vetted  in  it  by  the  Act  of  1815,  ex- 
cept m  a  liniited  number  c^  iiistancea.  There  would 
regular  practitioners  if  there 
Act;  and  if  the  aenamnunl  of 


infringement!  therec^  wou«tove^%n>. 
few. '  tar  an  'fllrittratton  of  the  evils  resulting 
uncontrolled  practice,  let  those  wno  art  old  < 
call  to  mind  the  state  of  things  oefore  1815.    wis  ^ 
the  best  of  laws,  however,  and  the  strictest  surreulance; 
I  admit  that  it  would  oe  dimCnlt  to  suppress  entirety  ' 
irregular  medical  practice ;  but  are  we  on  this  account 
tomake  no  effort  to  suppress  as  much  of  it  aa  possible  T  J 
Consistently  with  such  a  doctrine,  the  criminal  code'* 
might  he  repealed,  inasmuch  as  the  "  tenors  of  the 
law"  do  not  prevent  murder,  burglary,  and  arson.  The 
register,  ft  maybe  said,  would  point  out  who  are 
legally  authorised  practitioners,  and  if  people  choose 
to  employ  unregistered  persons,  they  would  have  them- 
selves to  blame.    This  may  be  very  -fine  in  theory, 
hut  it  would  be  very  mischievous  in  practice.    Of  the 
whole  population  of  this  country,  how  many  would 
know  anything  about  the  register?    How  many,  if . 
attacked  with  sudden  illness  or  accident,  would  be 
able  to  consult  a  register,  to  ascertain  if  the  nearest 
practitioner's  name  were  inserted  there  ?     How  many 
unqualified   persons  are  at  this  moment   acting   aa 
medical  assistants?     (A  return  of  their  names  would 
be  an  interesting  parliamentary  document)    Under 
the  auspices  of  the  new  bill,  they  would  not  long 
remain  amnetante.    They  would  soon  aspire  to  become 
principal*,  and  would  not  be  very  scrupulous  as  to  the 
means  of  ingratiating  themselres  meanwhile  with  the 
patients  of  their  employers.    This  is  a  very  serious 
consideration,  but  not  quite  so  serious  as  the  position 
in  which  the  chemists  and  druggists  would  be  placed 
by  the  measure,  when  no  longer  confined  to  their 
counter*,   they  would  be  at  full  liberty  to  tetif  and 
prescribe  without  let  or  hindrance.    With  them,  Hot 
irregular' practitioners,  and  the  quacks,  put  in  array 
against  him,  the  general  petitioner  would  baser  a;  sad 
struggle  to  keep  body  and  soul  together,  or  to  procure 
a  maintenance  for  those  who  might  be  dependent  upon 
him  for  support.     The   public  Welfare   and   safety 
should*  of  course,  be  the  paramount  consideration 
with  the  Legislature.    But  are  the  interests  of  the 
medical  body  deserving  of  no  attention  ?    Have  we  no 
.claim  upon  the  State?    We  have,  I  contend,  a  very 
strong  claim;  and  the' removal  of  the  restrictions 
would  press  upon  us,  or  rather  those  who  may  come 
after  us,  most  oppressively  and  unjustly.    It  happens, 
however,  that  in  the  present  instance,  the  welfere  of 
the  public  and  of  our  profession  are  closely  and  iiissps 
rably identified;  and  for  the  sake  of  society— for  the 
sake  of  the  qualified  members  of  an  honourable,  but  . 
an  arduous,  an  anxious,  an  ill-requited  profession  ■ 
let  us  hope  that  henceforth  every  possible  barrier  Will 
be  opposed  to  unauthorised  medical  practice.    How 
ia  a  high  standard  of  qualification  to  be  encouraged  and 
maintained,  how  is  the  "  knowledge  of  physic  and 
surgery"  to  be  "promoted/'  if  protectionandsWjMe 
privilege  be  not  given  to  those  who  are  willing  to 
devote  time,  labour,  and  money,  to  their  attainment  ? 
Howls  the  profession  to  meet  with  public  coaAdeace, 
if  medical  men  be  not  distinguished  aa  a  *ed>  for  their 
knowledge  and  acquirements?    If  registered  and  un- 
registered are  0  be  alike  permitted  to  practise,  the 
medical  &aiaetet  wW  be  deterkrs4e^   the  blunders, 
ignorance,  and  misconduct  of  the.  linc^miifed  NpsWsSaV 
,  win  be  charged  to  the  ******  they  wll  soavsm'tewfestf 
a.   llmsmjdfc  willl 
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«f  medicine,  and  of  medical  (  men,  Learning  -■■* 
capita]  will  Be  ^irerte^  i^tjootVercWa^V  Vnat  ia 
said  about  interfering'  with  the  liberty  of  tie  subject 
Id  connection  with  his  choiee  of  emetics!  adviser,  t 
estimate  very  lightly.  When  that  liberty  threaten*  to 
be  dangerous  to  himself,  or  detrimental  to  his  family 
or1  society,  it  should  be  restricted*  To  be  consistent, 
Sir  James  Graham  should  not-mterfere  witlrgamMing^ 
Why  should  people  not  be  permitted  to  indulge  their 
propensity  to  be  cheated  in  pocket  as  well  as  in  health* 
and  life?  Would  the  consequences  be  less  injurious 
to  themselves  and  those  who  depend  on  them  in  the> 
former  than  in  the  latter  case  ?  On  this  part  of  the 
question  of  Medical  Reform,  I  humbly  think  Sir  James 
Graham  has  been  ill-advised,  and  sincerely  do  I  hope 
that  he  will  be  induced  to  reconsider  it,  and  listen  to 
the  ah*o$t  unanimous  voice  of  the  profession,,  on  a 
matter  with  which  it  must  be  fully  conversant.  It 
forms  no  light  argument  in  favour  of  the  view  I  am 
endeavouring  to  support,  that  at  all  the  meetings  which 


have  been  held  to  discuss  this  bill,  how  much  soevesfc  and  perhaps  conflicting  interests  concerned ;« 


its  author  be  wjltiog  so  to  modify  and  amend  jt,  nana 

we  must  not  expect*  a hfll  that  shall  satisfy. everyone, 
we  may. look  for  in  vain;  the  jemfteasion  k,nos  ia  a 
state  to  submit  so  the  Leajslatuns,  a  meaanofr  emaaa« 
tiogrrcmitse^ajidlnxss^ 

bill*  unless  it  either  ha  introduced  by  one  of  bar 
Majesty's  Ministers,  or  with  the  sanction  and  support 
of  the  Government.  The  profession  (with  few  excep- 
tions) has  entered  on  the  consideration  of  the  hill  in  a 
proper  spirit,  and  we  may  feel  assured,  that  if  any 
change  is  to  be  effected  in  the  views  and  intentions  of 
Sir  James  Graham,  it  must  be  brought  about,  not  by 
declamation  and  invective,  but  by  a  candid,  earnest, 
and  temperate  statement  of  opinion.  Vituperation  in 
a  bad  anbstitute'for  argument;  moderation  of  expres- 
sion is  quite  compatible  with  energy  and  warmth  of 
feeling.  When  we  consider  the  endless  varieties  of 
opinion  existing  on  the  subject,  its  admitted  difficulties, 
the  failure  of  former  attempts  at  legislation,  the  many 


the  parties  attending  them  may  have  differed  on  other, 
points,  they  have  been  unanimous  as  to  the  impolicy, 
the  danger,  the  injustice  of  throwing  open  the  profes- 
sion to  ignorant  and  unauthorised  pretenders.  And 
who  are1  the  persons  holding  these  sentiments  ?  Are 
they  young  men  just  entering  upon  practice,  and  whose 
interests  would  suffer  from  the  proposed  innovation }y 
No:  they  are  men  of  long-standing  and  experience, 
who  have  nothing  personally  to  gain  or  lose  by  any 
change  in  the  law,  but  who  are  actuated  solely  by  a 
desire  to  promote  the  well-being  of  the  public  and  the 
honour  and  respectability  of  their  profession.  It  is 
truly  gratifying  to  see  them  display  so  mush  spirit  and 
energy  at  the  present  crisis ;  and  when  we  find  the 
chairs  at  their  meetings  occupied  by  the  senior  prac- 
titioners of  the  respective  localities,  we  may  be  encou- 
raged to  hope  that  their  representations  and  opinions 
will  meet  with  attention  in  the  proper  quarter. 

Ihope  that  many  more  such  gatherings  will  take  place, 
and  that  the  hoi  will  be  discussed  in  a  fair  and  dispas- 
sionate manner.  Indiscriminate  condemnstionshouldba 
avoided.  'Some  of  its  provisions  are  excellent ;  othea* 
are  susceptible  of  improvement,  (especially  in  matters, 
of  detail,)  and  this  they  would  probably  receive  in  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons ;  in  some  essential 
pointi,  ss  in  the  removal  of  restrictions,  Ac,  it  would, 
in  the  opinion  of  a  vast  majority  of  medical  men, 
prove  not  less  injurious  to  the  profession,  than  to  the 
public.  If,  however,  we  reflect  on  the  long  period 
during  which  the  subject  of  Medical  Reform  has  been 
in  agitation,  snd  on  the  unsettled  state  of  medical 
affairs  at  this  moment— a  state  unsatisfactory  to  all,  and 
positively  hurtful  to  medical  students  and  schools! 
we  should  not  on  insufficient  grounds,  throw  aside 
the  opportunity  of  obtaining  a  bill,  "  for  the  better 
regulation  of  Medical  Practice."  The  Parliamentary 
recess  has  been  fortunately  allowed  us  to  consider  the 
whole  matter  in  connection  with  the  measure  proposed 
by  Sir  James  Graham,  and  as  the  right  honourable 
Gentleman  cannot  feel  otherwise  thai,  desirous  to  he 
made  acquainted  with  the,  opinions  o(  the  profession 
on  j^bai.ta<)se^mimons,«hopM^  freely,  ^nsphati- 

e*jU*ajKLatceM*e>olaf«A 

fit  may  feel  as,  to  ft  faults  and  deficiencies,  we  ■hpold 

not  altogether  repudiate ^ivbfiostasoaftaju^:whetha 


too,  we  call  to  mind  the  apathy  displayed  by  his 
official  predecessors  in  regard  to  medical  reform,  we 
Should  feel  obliged  .to  Sir  James  Graham  for  directing 
his  attention*  and  that  of  Parliament,  to  this  compbV 
eated  question,  and  should  give  him  credit  for  being 
actuated  by  good  intentions  towards  the  profession, 
although  some  of  the  remedies  he  proposes  to  spply  to 
its  unhealthy  and  disordered  condition  (possibly  after 
an  imperfect  examination  thereof}  may  not,  in  our 
opinion,  be  the  most  efficacious  that  could  have  been 
prescribed.  It  would  indeed  be  surprising  if,  under 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  hiH  should 
require  neither  revision  nor  amendment,  and  that 
this  may  lie  ontamed  to  an  autonnt  commensurate 
with  iht  jutt  and  reason**  demands  of  medical 
practitioners,  the  interval  between  the  present  time* 
and  the  re-assembling  Of  Parliament,  should  be  actively 
employed  gathering  their  sentiments  on  a  subject  of 
vital  importance  to  their  own  Interests,  and  to  those 
of  the  entire  population  of  the  United  Kingdoin> 
Meetings  should  be  hefo  fa  every  county,  petitions 
|«epared,  Members  offarlhtaent  rmjtructed  as  to  their 
contents,  and  urged  to'  support-  them,  inemoriats 
should  be  forwarded  to  the  Home  Office,  and  deputa- 
tions of  physicians  and  surgeons  ftfcm  various  parts  of 
the  kingdom,  accompanied  By  JbfsMfev*  */  ParUmm*, 
should  seek  interviews  with  Shr  James  Graham,  The 
resuh  will  show  whether  Una,  or  any  Mfte*  bill  that 
may  be  submitted  to  the  Legislature,  must  benupported 
or  opposed;  and  whatsoever  that  result  maybe,  fie 
profemon,  at  least,  will  have  done  its  duty. 

There  are  several  points  in  the  bill  to  which  no 
allusion  has  been  made  In  the  preceding,  remarks. 
At  present,  I  must  forbear  entering  more  fully  into  the 
subject,  and  in  excuse  for  the  length  of  this  tetter, 
must  plead  nty  desire  to  co-operate  with  my  former 
associates  in  the  north  of  England,  In  advancing  the 
cause  of  Medical  Reform.    . 

•  Jar.  Gaiter's  letter  is  dated  Mh  of  October,  1BJ4,  [Ka.) 
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INCORPORATION  OP  GENERAL  PRACTITI- 
ONERS :  EXAMINING  BOARD. 

.**>  MA'AMOKJMr  TBB.lB9inHeX41^HBMCAI.  AMP 
8UMWU  JOVBUfAL. 

In  your  number  for  November  27th,  there  is  ft 
fetter  from  Mr,  Martin,  of  Reigate,  in  which  due 
fentUman  notices,  in  favourable  terms,  a  tetter  I 
•4d«^M«oyooai«wweeUaince,inwhichIadTocatea 
the  incorporation  of  the  general  practitioners.  Td 
that  letter  I  beg  leave  to  make  a  lew  observation*  in 
reply; 

la  the  first  place,  I  may  remark,  that  I  ace  nothing 
an  the  present  aspect  of  medical  affairs,  to  lead  me 
to  suppose  that  any  other  coarse  than  the  incorporation 
Of  the  general  practitioners  can  safely  be  advocated  as 
an  expedient  measnre.  Did  the  Colleges  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons,  even  at  this  late  period,  show  any  sincere 
desire  to  admit,  on  an  honourable  and  liberal  footing, 
the  general  practitioners  into  their  respective  corpora- 
tioftfe-as  Licentiates  in  Medicine  in  the  College  of 
Physicians,  and  aa  Licentiates  in  Surgery  (where  they 
ate  not  already  members)  in  the  College  of  Surgeons, 
thus  creating  two  distinct  classes  in  each  College, 
fellows  and  Licentiate*}  the  fpsmer  including  all 
consulting  and  ante  physicians  and  surgeons,  and  the 
latter  including  all  general  practitioners;  I,  for 
.erne,  believe,  that  the  interests  of  the  profession 
as  a  whole,  would  be  beat  met  by  the  body  of 
general  practitioners  consenting  to  sueh  an  arrange- 
•snout  In  this  case,  the  ezsnalnatjon  of  the  general 
practitioners  in  nsediotne  would  property,  I  conceive, 
cnwolveon  a  mixed  board,  oouastmg  of  four  or  six 
fjeqnjfcians,  and  as  many  general  piuctitmners,  the 
president  being  a  physician ;  and  msurgery,  on  a  board 
of  four  or  one  surgeons  and  as  many  general  praetieU 
oners,  the  president  being  aeurgeon.  It  is,  however, 
but  too  probable  that  mote  esadush*  visws  will  pre- 
vail in  the  Colleges,  and  that  we  shall  be  spared  the 
r  of  csnvassing  the  detail*  of  any  sueh  scheme 


I  may  proceed,  thesntorc,  to  consider  what  the  plan 
of  esnminutinn  should  be  in  case  of  the  general  pruc- 
tran sail  being  intuipssalad  into  a  society  or  college. 
1  sua  quote  dssposed  to  admit  that,  when  incorporated, 
tueaunnrel  jnuctitionaceahoukt  bo  placed  in  an  iode- 
ardent  fanetJon  as  ingurda  the  emnninution  of  candi- 
enuessor  the  license  *  and  that  care  must  ho  taken  to 
s^iaixlatnhn«thnintrndiictioo  of  *  a  body  of  nana," 
to:  use  Mnanartiire  wards,  «esss  skilled  and  less 
ausorased  than  tne  present  race  of  licentiates."  Co- 
operation and  uniting  htnusvar,  do  not  so  cimsrily  imply, 
and  indeed  may  bo  ia*  Jrovn  implying,  dependence; 
and  I  must  stffl  eesnaas  that  I  should  wish  to  seethe 
nmdtcalpnrtofthe  cnaminstiaa  conducted  by  a  asked 
^nuulofa%sanauj  and  general  ptnetiakmefn>  *»  equal 
•the  aeessdent  bums;  always  a  general  peac- 
r«  and  ithe  surgical  part  of  lae 
by  n  hoard  of  surgeons  and  general 
<the  latter  being  the  same  Individual 
.in  the  medical  examination,)  in  equal  numbers, 
presided  over  by  the  same  general  practitioner,  who 
should  have  the  casting  vote.  I  know  that  it  will  be 
taped  that  tbsmamgiaiisi|ULiiuenuii  who,  without 
any  aid  from  the  Colleges,  are  fully  competent  to  form 
both  In  medicine  and 


This  i  anr  quite  rendy  tir^unsn*  1 
the  foil;  though,  asrefstds  smejary,  m  that 
condition  of  general  practittmI*ne^Ife*U| 
doubt.  Rat  if  we  even  admit  Una  competency  to  (he 
full,  I  believe  that  the  licence  would  be  math  mere 
highly  valued  by  the  candidates  far  it,  and  week!  be 
really  mote  valuable  when  attested  by  sueh  sign*. 
turesasthoseof  a  Watson,  a  Copland,  a  Mfuaaan,  or 
a  Forbes,  in  medicine,  and  by  those  oTsBiotnya 
Guthrie,  a  Cooper,  or  a  Iravers,  in  surgery,  in  sati- 
tion  to  those  of  skilful  general  practitioners,  una  H 
would  be  if  attested  by  general  practitioners  ska^ 
however  experienced  and  however  able.  As  isssnjs 
surgery,  I  incline  to  believe  that  such  a  course  wwnd 
be  essential,  in  order  to  ensure  a  sufficient  guarantee  gf 
the  qualifications  of  the  candidate  in  this  depsttnuntpf 
practice.  The  examiners  from  the  Colleges  **sjrf 
be  conferring  and  receiving  honour  by  such  sasiiaanv 
ment,  which  would  be  alike  honourable  to  both 
parties.  In  such  a  sketch  ss  this  it  would  be  psam- 
ture,  perhaps,  to  attempt  to  fill  up  the  details  uiajanjs 
the  method  of  election,  Ac,  which  will  readily  isssBjt 
themselves  to  the  reader. 

There  is  another  part  of  Mr.  Martina  letter  in  rasnd 
to  which  I  beg  to  make  s  few  renaarks,  Jnni  Mania 
contends  that  the  Court  of  Assistants  and  the  tat 
of  Examiners  are  distinct,  and  do  not  deruu  .Ask 
power,  from  the  trading  part  of  the  &acietyof  nse- 
thecaries;  and,  further,  that  these  Courts  sue  He 
virtual  representatives  of  general  jnmoiitionenj. .  Tie 
Court  of  Examiners,  I  am  aware,  ia  thus  distinct;  est 
I  am  greatly  mistaken  indeed  if  the  Court  oC  asshv 
ants,  by  whom  the  examiners  are  appointed,  be.  sot 
the  ruling  body  of  the  trading  company*  The  aesenl 
practitioners  of  this  country  have  received  indeed  tkur 
license  to  practise  from  the  Court  of  Examiner*  bell 
do  not  see  haw  that  constitutes  the  said  court  that 
virtual  representatives.  They  are  not  admitted  tossy 
participation  in  the  government,  or  the  privilege*  of 
the  society,  or  of  the  Court  of  Examiners;  they  hire 
merely  conferred  on  them  the  right  to  prscuss,snd  I 
would  maintain  that  the  general  pracUaonenvHl* 
great  third  estate  of  the  profession  in  Engl»ad—s|t 
thus  without  either  actual  or  virtual  repieetatsnjpi 
in  the  medical  polity  of  this  country.  The  nisjsksr 
of  the  College  of  Surgeons  has  some  ties,  slight  ssd 
defective  though  they  be,  with  the  College,  is  the  lec- 
tures, the  library,  and  the  magnificent  museum  of  that 
corporation;  but  I  am  much  mistaken  if  the  Ussstule 
of  the  Apothecaries'  Company,  after  he  has  one*  re- 
ceived bis  licence,  ever  finds  his  way  back  to  the  htjtt 
in  Blsckirjaia,  unless  in  the  capacity  of  a  purees** 
of  drugs.  The  Court  of  Examiners  have  however 
performed  their  task  well,  and  should  certainly  casta- 
bote  a  considerable  quota  of  their  number  to  the  new 
examining  board;  indeed,  in  case  of  any  charter  of 
incorporation  being  granted  to  the.  general  piatti- 
tioaers,  it  would  only  be  a  proper  compliment  p> 
thcee  gentlemen  that  such  charter  should  be^nsaeas* 
in  their  .names,  coupled  with  those  of  a  jsJhasst 
numner  of  pleading  anneral  ntacsjtynejPSj  koteof 
the  nantronolis  and  prosinoeaof  EnsjsneV.and  Waka. 
ft  is  to  be  hoped  (net,  in  this  Janasufu,  aha  | 
of] 

snrselaa^anxieh: 
Httedtra 
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pdffikiiiUIfBA  Q^«mait|BH^  seek;  a** 


rteta*eidao4odamsmd«  .      ..    - 
I  may  ha  allowed,  in  oonttlsmoay  to.pegimK.thrt  she 
a^eet  dancer  at  the  present  jt*eineartH»r*n  erase  to 
be  that  of  one  .grade  of  the  nrojessioa  seeking  its  own 
interests,  irrespective  of  those  of  the  profession  as  a 
whole,  end  endeavouring  to  ekvate  tee£f  at  the  ex- 
pense of  tome  other  grade,  whether  that  grade  he 
above  it  or  below  it.    Let  ns  hope  that  class  interest* 
will  cease  to  be  oar  sole  principle  of  action;  and  that, 
*  In  this  great  straggle,  and  golden  opportunity!  for  a 
healthy  organisation  -of  oar  probation,  Ephralss,  so 
to  speak,  will  no  more  envy .  Jodah,  nor  Judeh  vex 
Ephraim. 
I  again  take,  the  liberty  *<>  subscribe  myself  ,  simply 

MEDICUS. 


MODE  OF  REMUNERATION  OF  THE 

GENERAL  PRACTITIONER. 

to  van  xj»Ton>  ov  the  provincial  msdical  and 


Sib* 


eUNlOAL  J0U&MA1,. 


May  I  sohett  the  favour  of  insertion  in  yonr  columns, 
if  not  cewstdered  mtrusive,  for  a  few  observations  which 
I  deem  worthy  of  the  consideration  of  the  General 
Practitioners  of  England,  especially  at  the  present 
epoch  of  the  profession  of  medicine. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  me,  in  the  19th  century,  to 
advert  to  the  blessings  which  the  heating  art  has  con- 
ferred upon  suffering  humanity.  It  is,  I  am  sure, 
.equally  needless  to  question  the  disposition  of  the 
majority  of  its  members,  (the  General  Practitioners,) 
to  uphold  its  respectability ;  but  from  custom  they  have, 
perhaps,  hitherto  unavoidably,  given  the  public  a  false 
impression  of  their  position,  for  the  most  part,  by  the 
form  in  which  they  seek  a  recompense  for  their  ines- 
•  Useable  services.  I  allude  to  the  prevalent  practice  of 
"sending  in  the  bills  "  to  their  patients,  and  in  other 
ways  leading  them  to  suppose  that  they  are,  what  a 
extemporary  medical  journalist  rather  illnatnredly 
calls  them,  (and  it  must  be  admitted  with  some  troth,) 
**  The  medical  tradesmen  in-  England." 

If  we  seek  for  a  "college"  for  the  General  Practi- 
tioners, (by  whatever  appellation  it  may  be  called,) 
which  is  .new  the  most  expedient  course  to  pursue,  let 
us  render  ourselves  worthy  of  this  dignified  position, 
which  the  public  will  acknowledge  we  are  entitled  to, 
by  aiding  in  obtaining  for  us;  let  us  convince  Sir 
James  Graham,  (be  it  said  with  all  respect  for  this 
exalted  personage,)  that  we  are  worthy  of  a  better 
same  than  mere  "vendors  of  medicine."  Let  us 
•till  continue  to  practise  as  discerning  physicians,  (for 
I  submit  the  Legislature,  in  the  Act  of.  1815,  however 
questionable  its  propriety,  gave  the  Apothecaries'  Com- 
£anyfhe  virtual  powers,  though  not  the  name,  of  a 
College  of  Pnysfdans,  and  thereby  have  created  a 
body  of  medical  practitioners,  whom  the  present  Legis- 
lature now  rather  unceremoniously  deals  with,) 
\  gentle  accoucheurs,  and  scientific 
tr  be*  m  tonnes or^1mimomft>ttp*o^ 
rhn>1hw"*Dc*tec's<ehop''  not  be  s  term  te  be 

»,to 
i  iithe 


rendered  be  made  for  anon,  hut  not  lor  medicine,  the 
acmal  amount  being  still  the  same, -adapted to  ear- 
enmstances.  If  Shir  change  was  accomplished,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  the  "  vendors  of  medicine,"  soon 
ceasing  to  exist,  the  general  practitioner  would  still 
continue  an  actively  employed  end  more  highly  valued 
member  iit  the  medical  body,  occupying  a  more  appro- 
priate position  in  the  medical  faculty,  and  in  public 
estimation.  To  make  this  change  effectual,  it  must 
commence  with: the  senior  practitionert,  and  be  reso- 
lutely adhered  U>  by  all. 

That  the  time  has  arrived  for  this  alteration  will,  I 
hope,  be  conceded,  especially  when  it  is  considered 
that  this  amendment  is  almost  implied  by  the  general 
practitioner  seeking,  from  the  oligarchical  representa- 
tives of  an  aristocratic  country,  a  Royal  College  of 
Incorporation.- 

I  am,  Sir,  . 

,   ,  Yours  obediently, 
.  ROBERT  HUTCHINSON  POWELL, 
Licentiate  of  the  Apothecaries*  Company,  London  ; 
•     M.R.C.S. ;  M.B.,  London  University. 

Tunbridge  Wells,  Dec.  17, 1844. 


SIR  JAMES  GRAHAM'S  MEDICAL  BILL. 
MAIDSTOfcE  MEETING. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Medical  Profession  of  Maidstone, 
and  its  vicinity,  held  at  the  West  Kent  Infirmary, 
on  Friday,  November  15th  ;  present :— Wm.  SibbaW, 
Esq.,  M.D.,  in  the  chair ;  Mr.  T.  Day,  Dr.  J.  J.  Power, 
Mr.  Wedd,  Mr.  Sedgwick ;  Mr.  Joy,  Stapieburst ;  Mr. 
France  i  Mr.  Hitching*,  Seal ;  Mr.  Sankey,  Leeds ;  Sifr. 
Whitfield,  Biddenden  ;  Mr.  Henry  Pout,  Yalding;  Mr. 
Robert  Perry,  Marden ;  Mr.  J.Otley,  Mr.  G.  Sanders, 
Mr. Geo.  Leeey.Mr. AUwwk;  Mr. Avars*,  Bsjugfcton; 
Dr.  Imlaeh,  fifctingbourae  ;  Mr.  Attmd  Atkins ; 
and  Mr.  Trevantoff  V.  Oaftes,  Secretary.  The  fouow- 
ing  Resolutions  were  adopted :  — 

Moved  by  Mr.  Hitching*,*  of  Seal ;  and  seconded  by 
Mr.  Prance,  and  carried  unanitnouely :«— <vHsnt  this 
meeting  desires  to  express  its  satssfaeekm  that  me 
legislature  has  at  length  evinced  admsoakiesi  to  amend 
the  Present  anomalous  condfcicti  of  the  useueesJfi**. 
fession  ;  and  they  feel  traSeml  to  her  Majesty's 
'Government  ror  having  more  fssusemnnnly  taken  sJas 
measure  under  their  management,  ns  affording  she 
beet  prospect  of  Us  being  casriad  *iato  effsct.  Whilst 
fatty  approving  of  many  of  the  principles  contained  in 
the  proposed  bill,  they  cannot  snfssin  Irons  ocentmg  out 
others,  requiring  extensive  anedsfiaatien,  before  being 
permitted  te  become  the  law  of  the  land." 

Moved  by  Dr.  Power,  and  seconded  by  Mr,  Godfrey 
sjsad  unanimously  »*-$'  That  that  I 


ing  approves  of  the  Council  of  Haaith  ami  Miriam! 
Education,  as  being  calculated  to  prosnotnthainunee*- 
abtlity  and  protect  the  interests  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession. It' is,  however,  the  opinion  of  this  meetins;, 
that  the  proposed  constitution  of  the  board  requires 
further  consideration,  and  that  it  will  fail  m.  giving; 
satisfaction,  whilst  the  Government  influence  so  greatly 
preponderates,  and  whilst  the  largest  and  most  influ- 
ential portion  of  its  members,  the.general  practitioners, 
and  those  resident  in  the  provinces,  are  not  adequately 
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» Joy,  of  Staplehseat,  and  ascended  by 
Mtj  Perry,  of  Marden,  and  carried  uiiiuUmooaly : M  That, 
this  meeting  offers  its  unqualified  approbation  to  Utoae 
clauses  of  the  Bill  which  ensure  a  uniform  and  efficient 
course  of  education,  and  a  uniformity  of  qualifications, 
by  the  abrogation  of  all  local  restrictions.  They 
approve  also  of  *e  ■ystcm  of  registration  of  all  quali- 
fied jpractftioners,  but  would  suggest,  that  in  orjjer  to 
be  effectual,  this  should  be  made  compulsory;  and  that 
a  list  of  the  duly  registered  should  be  annually  pub- 


Moved  by  Mr.  Wedd,  seconded  by  Mr.  Otley,  and 

carried  by  majority :— *  That  this  meeting!*  of  opinion 
that  those,  who,  in  conformity  with  the  provision!  of 
this  Bill,  shall  hare,  by  a  prolonged  and  expensive 
course  of  education,  duly  qualified  themselves  for 
practice,  ought  to  be  protected  in  the  exercise  of  it, 
against  the  open  and  unrestricted  competition  of  the 
unqualified.  They  therefore  view  with  regret  and 
disapprobation  the  proposed  removal  of  all  existing 
restrictions  on  unlicensed  practitioners,  and  would 
suggest  the  necessity  of  some  penal  enactment,  of  easy 
application,  whereby  summary  punishment,  by  fine  or 
imprisonment,  may  ensure  to  the  profession  its  just 
privileges,  and  afford  to  the  commmunityin  general 
the  same  protection  which  other  clauses  of  the  Bill 
provide  for  the  inmates  of  hospital*  prisons,  end  work- 
houses. This  meeting  would  further  respectfully 
submit  to  Government  the  propriety  of  withholding 
the  indirect  sanction  afforded  to  illicit  practice,  by 
the  levying  of  duties  upon  quack  and  patent  medicines, 
and  by  the  tacit  permission  which,  is  granted  to  the 
advertisement  of  secret  remedies,  and  other  announce- 
ments, alike  discreditable  to  this  country,  injurious  to 
the  pubJp  health*  end  offensive  to  nubuo  decency." 

Mound  by  Mr.  Bcenoe,  seessjsmibp  Mr.  JLoney,  and 
carried  imsatmobsfrj-V'  Hut  tbn/etogoiiurreeoluftons 
bepnMishedintiae  local  penes*,  and  a  envy  of  sbes* 
trsnamitted  to  the  RigU  Honeurobie  the  Secretary  of 
State  lor  Use  Hem*  Sepertment  and  so  each  of  the 
mejahsfiaojr  thin  borough  and  dtrisioni  of  the  county* 
to  th*E4*os*o/4be  MedMPerMM  Press,  and  to 
tao^e^ftaroi^he  Jistm4sslyaBjnipaffiM  and4hat  a 
petitkso  to  the  Honourable  the  Haute  of  Commons, 
basnjfcnyec*  these  sasomsjonev  be  submitted  for  the 
appeoe«Sk>0  juad  a%nat  ve  of  she  messJasrs  of  the  pro- 


'Oy  Mi**1  Botfgewecit,  seconded  ^y  Mr.  wwe* 
field,  Of  Bfefariten,  and  carried  tnatfinroosV  s— w  That 
thepcttftou  newreftd*be  Approved  of,  and  that  it  be 
rorwardeu'w  the  senior  member  for*  the  borough  of 
Maidstone  lor  presentation  to  the  House  of  Commons ; 
and  tint  (copies  of  the  seme  be  forwarded  to  the  other 
member  to  me  borough,  and  to  the  members  for  this 
diviNon  Or*the  county,  wRh-U  request  that  they  support 
tho'pnfjpfar  Or  tbu  pfenfion*. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Leney,  seconded  by  Mr.  OUey,  and 

carried  unanimously : — *  That  the  thanks  of  the  meeting 
be  given  to  the  Editors  of  the  following  periodicals  :— 
Thp  Lancet,  Medical  Gazette,  Provincial  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal,  and  the  iWt  daily  newspaper,  for 
their  strenuous  exertions'  on  behalf  of  the  genera]  * 
practitioners,  and  their  advocacy  of  medical  reform 
generally/^    *  '     ""  /     .   ';  *'"  "'.      '."' 


Laailij  nnj  najsii  I  nujsnjsnsauj|au    «Tfcnj,  \ 

rf»U  BiMrinf  Ha  ■■■■  •■    m»   SJkUl^lM^  l 

oua  meeting  no  BreftSA  nsr.^sa^iea  esn^nsi  i 

if  the  chair,  and  for  Us  exertions  In  Ibrwesdms;  the 

jbtotiti  bf  ImVsBtiiMisf :"•'•  '""  u*1*  so^otioa  « 

,  •  The  petition,  aiom^euAoaWme  lesomttyus  of 

the  meeting.  ' 

■    »    •    i      ■- •.  .     ..my     tri      ,m\Si      *"/-•» 
'I'ipi'J      ilSSCCffffagSg-.   tv 

SUNDERLAND  MEETING, "  ' 

On  Wednesday,  Deeember  lash,  a  j 
MedasallMesmoB,tol 
visions  of  6^4aasesQraanun>adtfeAra*B«^we.heM 
at  the)  Ssmderland  fnfirmnryy  Dr.  Brown  in  Ike  esmfc. 

The  fallowing  resolutions  wese  passed  t-- 

Moved  by  Mr.  R.  Orton,  and  seconded  by  Mr* 
Potts:— "That thfa  meeting  regard!  with  groat  asSm- 
motion  the  introduction  info  pnrHamonl  of  a  bfflfor 
the  baiter  vegssation  of  i 
the  empire,  by  the  Secretary  of  State  far  the 
Department.'* 

Moved  by  Mr.  Robert  Gregory,  and  seconded  by 
Mr.  S.  Lee:— NTbat  this  meeting  approves  of  the) 
formation  of  n  presiding  Council  of  Health  and  Medi- 
cal Education,  but  at  the  same  time  most  decidedly 
objects  to  the  mode  in  which  it  Is  proposed  to  be  con- 
stituted, whereby  almost  the  whole  of  the  members 
would  be  appointed  by  the  government,  and  the  pro- 
fession nt  Urge  would  be  inadequately  represented; 
and  that  numerous  and  important  class  the  general 
practitioners— would  be  left  destitute  of  all  representa- 
tion whatever." 

Moved  by  Mr.  Watson,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  T¥aV 
liam  Dixon :— "  That  thia  meeting  regrets  exceedingly 
that  principle  of  the  Bill  which  removes  ail 
from  medical  practice,  aa  a  i 
to  the  welfare  of  the  public,  and  most  usurious  to  the 
true  interests  of  the  profession ;  and  considers  it  am 
imperative  duty  to  urge  upon  the  government,  by  every 
proper  means  in  Hs  power,  the  necessity  of  protecting 
(by  the  enactment  of  a  summary*  jfenal  clean*)  tite 
regularly  educated  and  registered  practSMftr,  as  well 
as  the  public  at  large,  from  the  Inroads  of  the^ignorant 
and  empirical  pretender." 

Moved  by  Mr.  S.  Green,  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
Croudace :— ft  That  this  meeting  likewise  coneujers  that 
any  measure  would  be  incomplete  without  inroeratrferj 
imposing  on  the  profession  a  clause  for 'regisnwm." 

Moved  by  Mr.  White,  end  seconded  by  Mr.*  Oliver  r-- 
MThat  this  meeting  views  with  ajeat  satiamctfon  the 
plan  suggested  of  incorporating  the  general  practi- 
tioners ipto  a  college  by  royal  charter,  whereby  their 
interests  would  be  protected,  and  the  representation  fan 
the  Council  of  Health  and  Medical  Education  so  muck 
desired,  might  be  accomplished."  ,  ( . 

Moved  by  Mr.  Harrison,  and  ancjnnjed^  j^j  Mr* 
A  Gregory:— "That  the  cob*mitfee be engprnre*  fc> 
o>aw  up  a  petition  to  P^liAJna^^foun^^  l«*4»- 
gmiu|iesoJlufiona*"  ...    ,  ,, .      M  r*„   .«,.,     M 

kfeeed  by  M&  Wnu  Qfesjsfprtane\  at  see  M^  hfc. 


hJoved  by  Dr.  fowesw  aeeon^ad^  ^  Ma>iaakcy,  of  I  to 


***%  Meanest 

— »*^^P^^*  *^S^SJ  «^(BB' 
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iffli  *rf!  sj/;>t.«j , 


'  SHEFFIELD  fRTRON. 

»*W*r**>"'  affiled  -    ■■? 


621 


'  8WFWBL!>  HPrtlTON. 

*0  TVS  nilOB  OF  TM  FftO  VTSTUIAA.  J*WM  A*  **» 
sonoicAt  JOTOXAL. 


(and  the  word  here  has  reference  to  a 
'fact  capable  of  easy  proof,}  Ur.  FaveH  has  thought 
prayer  to  appear  in  your  columns  of  the  20th  Novem- 
ber* for  the  purpose  of  preventing  your  readers  being 
(to  use  bis  cm  expression)  4$,Haggeroi  by  th»  p*H» 
Om?  a  corny  of  which  appeared  in  your  number  of 
the.  preceding  week,  and  which  petition  is  now  in 
course  of  signature  in  this  place,  I  must  request  you, 
in  fairness  to  the  numerous  and  respectable  indivi- 
duals who  hare  already  ajgned  it,  to  insert  this  reply. 

The  Doctor  "  begged  to  observe,"  that  this  petition 
wan  not  another  petition  which  was  adopted  at  a  public 
meeting  of  the  profession,  held  October  16,  1844. 
Wow  as  both  petitions  hare  appeared  in  your  Journal, 
and  as  they  differ  so  much  in  their  nature,  it  might 
•have  been  imagined  that  your  enlightened  readers 
would  have  been  able  of  themselves  to  discriminate 
between  them,  without  the  assistance  of  Dr.  Favell. 
But  further,  die  Doctor  makes  reference  to  a  meeting 
of  the  profession,  at  which  the  petition  which  he 
favours  was  adopted,  though  not  without  opposition, 
and  complains  that  the  minority  instead  of  "  suo- 
mdfting"  to  the  decision  of  the  majority,  got  up  a 


and  fau?o*/*re.M    So  ridiculous,  and  uncalled  for  an 
insinuation  will  speak  for  itself.    I  leave  it  to  Dr. 
Favell,  and  the  cause  which  requires  such  advocacy. 
I  am,  Sir, 
Yours  respectfully, 

HENRY  BOULTBEB. 
Sbefleld,  Nov.  25, 1844. 


VALERIANATE  OF  QUININE. 

M.  Francis  Devay,  physician  to  the  Hotel  Dleu,  at 
Lyons,  has- lately  published  a  memoir  on  the  valerianate 
of  quinine ;  its  mode  of  preparation ;  its  chemical  and 
pharmaceutical  characters ;  and  its  employment  in 
intermittent  fevers  and  neuralgia.  The  valerianate 
of  quinine,  in  small  doses,  is  a  very  efficacious  anti-. 
periodic,  superior  to  the  sulphate  from  its  neura- 
sthenic properties ;  neither  does  it  give  rise  to  the 
gastro-intestinal  symptoms  occasionally  caused  by  the 
latter  salt.  The  quinine  is  modified  by  its  intimate 
association  with  a  vegetable  acid. 

The  valerianate  of  quinine  is  formed  by  one  equi- 
valent of  valerianic  acid,  one  of  quinine,  and  two  of 
water,  one  of  which  constitutes  the  water  of  crystalli- 
sation. It  has  a  slight  odour  of  valerianic  acid,  and  a  ' 
bitter  taste,  which  resembles  bark;  It  is  easily  dis- 
solved in  water  at  the  ordinary  temperature ;  alcohol 
dissolves  It  much  better,  and  olive  oil  also  has  the  same 


counter  petition ;  and  he  charge*-  the.  patfies.sadoio^  .ejfect,  on  the  application  of  a  slight  heat.  The  mineral, 
with  at  the  same  time  secretly  getting  it  up,  and  tadw- 
friously  carrying  it  about  from  houte  to  house.  Now 
auch  a  palpable  self-contradiction  requires  no  com- 
ment ;  and  as  regards  the  submitting'  part  of  the 
-question,  let  me  ask  Dr.  Favell  by  what  authority  he 
add  his  friends  claim  to  control  the  opinions  of  a 
minority  ? 

*Butit  yet  remains  for  Dr.  Favell  to  prove  that  a  , 
majority  of  the  profession  m  this  neighbourhood  approve 
of  the  views  taken  by  a  majority  of  that  meeting, 
w(nch  was  called  by  the  signatures  of  the  parties  who 
were  the  parents  of  bis  favoured  petition,  and  was 
attended  by  36*  gentlemen,  only  out  of  from  96  to  98 
wno  had  been  invited ;  when  therefore  considerable 
difference  of  opinion  existed,  it  could  not  be  supposed 
that  such  a  meeting  would  fairly  represent  the  pro- 
fosaionhere. 

•The  Doctor  does  not  seem  pleased  to  see  it  an- 
nounced that  what  he  calls  the  "  counter  petition," 
had  already  received  the  signatures  of  a  very  numerous 
and  influential  body  of  regularly  educated  practitioners 
4f  medicine  and  surgery;  and  states  that  he  has  no 
means  of  knowing  how  far  this  statement  is  correct; 
•and  he  seems  to  regret  that  the  names  have  not  been 
published.  Now,  as  to  the  means  used  by  himself  to 
obtain  information  I  know  nothing ;  and  there  is  not 
the  slightest  objection  to  publish  the  names,  except 
that  the  petition  could  not  then  be  received  by  the 
House  of  Commons.  However,  I  will  provide  a  copy, 
which  shall  be  open  for  inspection  at  all  times,  either 
to  the  Doctor  a*  any  Wand  who  has  interest  in  the 
,aa***ftld4he  original  be  fo  nrV  possession, 
lt>s%h»of>ifc 


able  to  appreciate  the 
sjhis  neighbourhood  is 


in  behalf  of  factory 


and  most  of  the  organic  acid*,  decompose  it.  Submit* 
ted  to  a  temperature  of  about  90°  R.  it  loses  one 
equivalent  of  water,  softens,  and  melts  into  a  resinous 
substance.  • 

It  is  prepared  in  the  following  manner :— Into  an 
alcoholic  and  cOimentreeed  •  eolation  of  qewnwe,  is 
poui^  a  sttgs«ex^<)f  valerianic  acid;  tb»  whole  is 
then-suspended  in  twice  its  bulk  of  distilled  water;  the 
mixture  »  accurately 'stirred,  and  submitted  to  evapo- 
ration in  a' stove)  at  a  temperature  not  excoedtef 
50*.  Whentheevaportationof  the  alcohol  has  taken  ' 
place,  the  valerianate  is  presented  in  too  Jorouif  Vsafc-  * 
tiM  crystals,  sossWsses  isolated,  at  other*  grouped 
together,  which  increase  from  day  to  day.    It  may 
also  be  .prepared  by  double  decomposition;  by  safadog 
the  sulphate  of'smmine  with  the  muriate  of  Htse  or  • 
barytes,  dissolving  both  in  weak  alcohol. 

The  valerianate  of  quinine  may  be,  sneoewieed  ft?  *• 
following  means  *-4e£,  A  opaoantrated  aloehoJKt  sola-  ; 
tion  of  the  valerianate  of  o»aanta*  precipitate*  the  . 
neutral  aqueous  solution  of  the  nitrate  of  silver  i  thin  .' 
precipitate  ia  redissolved  in  a  large  quantity  of  water* 

2nd.  An  aqaoons  solution  of  the  valerianate  of  qaimpe  . 
does  not  precipitate  that  of  the  chloride  of  bajiem. 

3rd,  This  aqneoue  solution,  when  boiled;  gstearise  , 
to  the  reparation  of  oleaginous  drops  of  the  sneUeft  . 
valerianate. 

4th.  If  this  solution  is  treated  with  acids',  there  is  a   . 
separation  of  valerianic  acid,  easily  appreciable  by  its  * . 
odour  j  and  if  this  decomposition  ia  effected  with  some 
crystallised  valerianate  of  quinine  and  concentrated 
acid  id  solution,  valerianic  acid  is  obtained  in    an , 
oleaginous  form.' '  ,'.",.*..... 

Ouee  ntevei  Pri  ^umntn§fmmitku-  muWt*Pumt%  aw*        The  valerianate  "of4,  quinine,  like*  that   of  sine, 
been  iubM>aeV»twoiQJer  un\VnWftute§sUui might  ho  n>tdag  very  easily  decomposed,  it  is  best  to  ex 


*ib*  ^^^^d^^fmnom;^^  wW*  i* 


WtttttXAKWK*. 


*  me 

(ten  grains)  of  the  mH  dtsaeJmd  in  If* 
Oat  of  ite  greet  advantages  h, 
that  it  am  be  easily  dnwolved  In  oil,  mad  thus  serve  for 
ombMCttlon  onr  tlo  spleen.    For  this 
l am fame  ased  the  following  liniment  :— 
60  grammes  of  olive  oil. 
1  gramme  of  vabruuuteof  o^umne. 
la  neuralgia  we  commonly  employ  pill*,  of   six 
centigrammes  each,   made  op  in  the  moft  simple 
amaatr^amtff  JMfajfcftAvfe 

•  A  gtmtm  It  eonai  to  15.U4  grains  tioyi 

:r  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Members  on  Friday,  December 
20th,  1844:— G.  J.  ^ycherley  j  J.  Jpliiffej  H,  J. 
Aldhamj  G.E.  Gmzuj  G.  Rigden;  J.  T.  Newberry  * 
J.*Vr\  Littler;  J.  Mason;  C.Townsenii. 

The  Mr.  Cotton  mentioned  in  the  list  of  new  Fellows 
admitted  by  examination,   is  Charles  Cotton,  Esq., 
of  Jflg*  Rep,,  (not  ,of  Lyme,  as  formerly  stated 
surgeon  to  the  West  Norfolk  and  Lynn  Hospital. 
...,,...  =r     .      \ 

METEOROLOGICAL  JOtMUVAfr  FOR 
OCTOfl$R>.  IMV  .  .  f  . 

^#'W(N^,1«^fissam 
Mean  of  External  Thermometer  at  ytf.fcV  '54.34 
.  V.  ".■•.- VKH.    41.80 

•  •    ■    •    »    •    the  Maxima,    <r   • "  •    •    5f  .50  ' 

•  •    •    •        •  ''.'*   Minima, '  '*•  * .  "•*   •  *  49*05 

Mean  daily  range.    11.70 
Extreme  highest  on  die  4tV^-  .*'  .  ";*'.    .05.50  ' 

«    .  '  'lowest,  on  the  WW    •    •    •'•'•*  36;  ** 

&    **r**>*  Ettreirie  range.  •"  *0!S0      -  -»  -■ 

*1^*1&wjknt  at*'* -a.sk '•-•;  ;'*».".    «0.» 

JT*P'.  *".**". ' V*  '7  '*;    *  ,*«:v.  '.    •  *  .  -  .r  '47.10 

Mean  of  Barometer  at  9  a.m.   .    .    ;  ■'* ."  .♦•  29.700 

*.v*  .'  .":.:';     *.k.  ••.    .  -.•■„    .    29.055 

Extreme  highest  on  the  27th 30.250 

.    ,      lowest  on  the  9th 2&&0 

Ertretae  range-.    1.300 
ivuniber?oT"1o,lrys,OTe.     ..«••••    15  ■ 
M  *     T,<'.    *■  bnwWchanyrasnrel!     .    16 

Quantity  of  rami* inches ••       1.74 

^'AMiitifo  w*ww*. 
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omntatr. 

AaH  aoCmic,t>. 


i|*ftfM»s 

Ja^emftefbt. 
— .  His  funeral  was  attended  by  the  amsmatof 
the  madif  si  sad  *»i^»i*»i  im^MlMa.A»AA  i^^^^^^. 
tftheteepej^iiiM^ 

Peofmibejr7thta$0iiUm,<hHat)iaais«(i<i#s4# 
from  his  horse,  Dr.  Joseph  ittnhme,  i 
Undent  of  the  mining  district  of 

December  10th,  at  Pottuaaa*,  of  i 
Dr.  John  Heron. 


BOOK  RECEIVED. 

Tne  Maeinles,  ap4  fractice  / 
and  Surgery,  in  reference  fp  the  J  _ 
By  Francis  H.  RuujfrotluW^^ 
Royal  College  of  Physicians,  Consulting  j^ysyajym). 
Lecturer  on  Obstetric  and  Forenw  MediciD^r  "~ 
London  Hospital,  fcc.»  &c.  '  3econ/^(^oa,j 
London:  Churchill,  1844, 879., pp. ^  with 1 
illustrations.  "' ' 


aUtaUrVUM* 

In  Mr.  Hancock's  tenth  lecture;  p/STf reeCt^aVl 
from  the  end  for  "  t eret  minor  M  reeo*  rare?  ma/or; 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Communictffiohs  have  *oeen  feceiveu  *  fVOsM  sav 
Carter ;  Mr.  W.  F.  Clark;  H.$  Dr.  Dtsrraattl*. *. 
H.  Powell;  A  General  Practitioner;  Bear  RatJari^ 
Mr.  H.  R.  Oswald;  Dr.  Bla^ rHaBsa* ^)av4UMe. 

With  the  Tiewtf  consulting |he  conmjj^^^ 
gentwmaa  who  are  smw  ahoat  to  j 
we  propose  to  1 

the  present  number  therefore 
for  1844,  the  tiUe  page  and  indei  to  wtn%ttwnM|Nb 
early  in  January.  '*"      ***** 


It  is  requested  chat  all  Mttem  an 
he  aanatoDr.  ^tmcea,  Bss^art  Stts^  Wowsjtot. 
Parcels,  and  books  ^or  review,  may  he  aAdatsmi  » 
ta*£dater^  tha^c^ajemi  Medical  and  SacpcO- 
Journal,  care  of  Bar.  ChurchahVPrmeesfrraoyi^ 
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